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Mr.  W.  said,  having  offered  such  reasons  as 
were  conviucing  to  him,  that  the  House  had  the 
Constitutional  right  to  withhold  and  control  ap- 
propriations for  foreiffn  intercourse,  he  would  pro- 
ceed to  make  a  few  observations  as  to  the  expedi- 
ency of  the  amendment  under  consideration,  and 
state  why  he  thought  it  inexpedient  at  this  time, 
which  alone  induced  him  to  vote  against  it. 

He  said,  there  were  reasons  w^ich  operated 
strongly  on  his  mind  to  show  the  inexpediency  of 
the  amendment,  which  at  any  other  time,  and 
under  any  other  circumstances,  would  not. 

Our  situation  with  foreign  nations  was  at  this 
lime  a  critical  one ;  we  were  already  viewed  by 
them  as  a  divided  peof^,  and  ke  thought  it  a  very 
improper  time  to  be  wrangling  about  our  own 
Government. 

He  said  there  was  a  further  reason  which  he 
would  mention.  "A  change  had  lately  taken  place 
in  the  Executive  of  this  country,  in  the  election  of 
whom  other  nations  had  extended  their  views,  in 
a  manner  improper  for  him  to  mention  at  thb 
time;  that,  on  this  question^  the  people  of  this 
country  were  very  equally  divided.  To  attempt 
such  a  restriction  on  the  Executive,  at  the  first 
ordinary  session  of  Congress  after  that  change, 
would  appear  as  if  done  in  consequence  of  it,  or 
the  choice,  especially  when  we  advert  to  the  rea- 
sons given  by  the  mover  of  the  amendment,  (Mr. 
NiCBOLAS.)  All  which,  he  said,  would  tend  to 
keep  up  the  opinion  of  our  being  a  divided  people, 
and  appear  as  though  we  were  not  disposed  to  be 
reconciled  to  the  acts  of  the  majority,  which  he 
supposed  the  good  sense  of  the  people  of  this 
country  would  always  dictate  as  the  nrst  princi- 
ples or  their  Government.  He  said,  one  of  the 
objects  of  this  amendment,  as  expressed  by  the 
mover,  is  to  make  a  stand  against  Executive  influ- 
ence ;  and  this  was  paraphrased  by  saying,  ^'  There 
is  a  tendency  in  all  (Governments  like  ours  to  a 
anion  and  consolidation  of  all  its  parts  into  the 
Executive,  to  the  destruction  of  the  rest"  He 
said,  he  did  not  think  this  was  the  nature  and  ten- 
dency of  such  a  Government  as  ours,  for  the  rea- 
sons which  he  had  before  mentioned.  He  said 
the  mover  had  also  stated,  "an  opposition  was 
necessary  to  be  kept  up,  in  order  to  rouse  the  peo- 
i!4e  to  a  sense  of  tbeir  danger,  and  cause  the  pub- 
lic mind  to  be  respected."  This  would  be  to  de- 
clare our  Qovernment  a  Grovernment  of  political 
warfare  and  opposition,  instead  of  peace  and  har- 
mony ;  and  this,  he  said,  would  be  the  way  to  ve- 
rify another  principle,  stated  by  the  member  from 
Virginia,  "that  a  representative  Government  may 
become  more  expensive  and  burdensome  than  a 
monarchy  or  despotism."  Mr.  W.  said,  that  a 
free  representative  Government  might  be  neces- 
aarily  more  expensive  than  a  monarchical  or  des- 
potic one,  he  would  admit,  but  not  more  burden- 
some. In  the  former  the  people  have  all  power,  in 
the  latter  very  little  or  none.  In  a  representative, 
the  powersof  the  Grovernment  were  distributed  into 
the  nands  of  many ;  it  of  course  created  a  number 
of  oflices  and  officers,  all  of  whom  must  be  paid 
something.  But  this  is  what  the  people  choose 
to  pay  to  secure  their  liberties,  being  jealous  of 
5ih  Con. — 39 


trusting  too  much  power  in  the  hands  of  any  one 
man  or  body  of  men.  In  the  latter  character  of 
Governments  it  is  quite  the  reverse. 

Mr.  W.  said,  as  to  Executive  patronage,  and  the 
selection  of  men  only  of  certain  politics  to  office, 
he  did  not  see  how  the  proposed  amendment 
would  remedv  that.  But  he  could  not  believe  the 
existence  of  tne  fact ;  it  was  too  base  in  principle, 
and  too  absurd  in  practice.  If  such  should  be  the 
case,  every  change  in  the  Executive,  if  of  different 
politics,  ouffht  to  produce  an  official  revolution. 
He  saiu,  it  had  been  stated  that  the  President,  by 
patronage,  mi^ht  form  majorities  in  the  Legisla- 
ture, from  wmcb  he  would  draw  his  diplomatic 
corps,  and  carry  his  schcn^es.  If  this  should  be 
carried  on  to  any  tolerable  extent  he  believed  the 
President  would  soon  find  himself  in  a  minority. 
But  the  amendment  would  not  remedy  that  either; 
it  did  not  propose  to  restrict  the  Executive  as  to 
Ministers  Resident,  and  an  abuse  of  power  might 
be  exercised  in  them  as  well  as  in  Ministers  Pleni- 
potentiary. Mr.  W.  said,  our  Government  was  m 
Government  of  experience ;  it  supposed  wrong  to 
be  done,  and,  when  it  did  take  place,  it  ought  not 
always  to  be  attributed  to  improper  or  base  motives. 
Every  department  was  liable  to  do  wrong.  The 
people  knew  they  had  the  power  to  alter  their  Con- 
stitution, when  its  defects  appeared ;  the  modes  o£ 
doing  this  were  easy  and  various.  He  said  he 
was  no  friend  to  foreign  diplomatic  intercourse, 
and  he  wished  to  get  clear  or  it  in  the  most  advi* 
sable  manner,  and  at  the  proper  time.  If  the 
amendment  was  adopted,  it  could  have  no  effect 
for  one  year,  and  he  was  willing  to  pass  the  law 
as  usual,  and  limit  it  to  one  year,  which  would  an- 
swer every  purpose.  He  was  not,  he  said,  for 
high  or  extravagant  salaries  to  officers.  He  would 
not  say,  as  some  gentlemen  had  said,  that  expense 
was  no  object ;  for  with  him  it  was.  Mr.  W.  con- 
cluded by  observing,  that  he  believed  most  of  our 
foreign  intercourse  and  treaties  had  been  a  disad- 
vantage to  us ;  for,  if  no  other  way,  they  were  con- 
stantly interfering  with  the  ordinary  objects  of 
legislation  in  that  House ;  as  of  late,  scarcely  any 
subject  could  come  before  them,  but  some  treaty 
or  other  was  brought  into  view ;  and  if  they  nevef 
were  to  have  done  arguing  about  them,  he  thought 
it  might  be  as  well  not  have  any.  He  hoped 
the  amendment  would  not  prevail ;  he  should  vote 
against  it,  because  he  thought  it  unnecessary  and 
inexpedient  at  this  time. 
When  Mr.  Williams  had  taken  his  seat, 
Mr.  Bayard  rose,  and  spoke  as  follows : 
Mr.  Chairman,  I  shall  not  follow  the  exam^ 
of  the  gentleman  who  has  just  sat  down,  (Mr.  H. 
Williams,)  in  assigning  reasons  against  the  vote 
which  I  design  to  ^ive,  but  shall  content  myself 
in  stating  and  mamtaining  the  grounds  upon 
which  I  am  opposed  to  the  amendment  under  con- 
sideration. I  had  thouffbt  and  still  believe  that 
the  principles  upon  which  gentlemen  differ  are 
well  understood.  We  do  not  deny  the  power  of 
this  House  in  the  appropriation  of  money,  nor  the 
discretion  which  they  may  ConstitutioDally  ex- 
ercise in  fixing  the  proper  amount  of  salary  for  a 
Minister  Plenipotentiary,  or  for  any  other  ftfficer 
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employed  by  the  Qoverament.  On  the  other 
hand,  gentlemen  who  differ  frooi  us  do  not  con- 
tend that  $9,000  per  annum  is  too  great  a  salary 
for  a  Minister  Plenipotentiary,  but  they  say  that 
no  Minister  is  necessary  at  Berlin  or  Lisbon,  and 
that  therefore  they  will  not  appropriate  for  their 
support  If  this  House  has  not  a  right  to  judge 
of  the  grade  of  Ministers,  or  the  places  at  which 
it  is  proper  to  employ  them,  no  reason  will  remain 
for  our  refusing  to  appropriatt;  in  the  manner 
contemplated  by  the  bill  in  its  original  shape. 

The  first  auestion,  therefore,  which  naturally 
presents  itselt  in  this  discussion  is.  whether  the 
power  of  fixing  the  number  and  grade  of  foreign 
Ministers  belongs  in  any  degree  to  this  House,  or 
exclusively  to  the  Executive. 

By  the  Constitution,  the  richt  of  receiving  fo- 
reign Ministers  is  given  to  the  President,  nor  is 
there  any  pretence  under  which  this  House  can 
claim  a  share  of  that  right  or  its  incidents.  The 
obligation  to  appoint  foreign  Ministers  may  fre- 
quently arise  from  the  communications  they  make 
to  the  Power  which  receives  them.  The  powers, 
therefore,  of  appointing  and  receiving  seem  to  me 
co-relative,  and  esseutially  belong  to  the  same 
branch  of  Gk»vernroent. 

But  the  power  of  appointing  is  as  expressly 

Siyen  to  the  President  as  the  power  of  receiving 
f  inisters.  As  Ministers,  however,  cannot  be  em- 
ployed abroad  without  money  being  appropriated 
for  their  support,  as  money  cannot  be  appropri- 
ated but  by  law,  it  is  therefore  said  we  may  in- 
quire into  the  propriety  of  the  appointments  before 
we  appropriate. 

Now,  sir,  I  apprehend  whenever  an  office,  cre- 
ated by  the  Constitution  or  by  law,  is  legally  filled 
by  the  President,  that  we  are  bound  to  provide  a 
reasonable  compensation  for  the  officer.  The 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  however,  has  told 
us  that  the  office  of  foreign  Minister  is  created  by 
the  President,  and  does  not  exist  under  the  Con- 
stitution. This  is  one  of  those  bold  assertions 
which  we  so  often  hear  from  that  quarter,  and  in- 
tended to  impose  upon  the  easy  credulity  of  a  part 
of  the  House.  I  ask  the  gentleman  whether  the 
power  of  creating  offices  is  of  an  Executive  na- 
ture ?  And,  if  not,  I  beg  him  to  point  out  to  me 
the  clause  in  the  Constitution  which  in  any  case 
ffives  such  a  power  to  the  President.  But,  in  or- 
der to  oppose  the  assertion,  I  wUl  beg  leave  to 
refer  to  the  provision  of  the  Constitution  on  the 
subject. 

[Mr.  B.  here  read  the  following  passage  from 
the  2d  section  of  the  2d  article  of  the  Constitu- 
tion :  "  He,"  the  President,  "  shall  nominate,  and, 
bv  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate, 
snail  appoint  Ambassadors,  other  public  Ministers 
and  Consuls,  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  and 
all  other  officers  of  the  United  States  whose  ap- 
pointments are  not  herein  otherwise  provided  for, 
and  which  shall  be  established  by  law."J 

By  this  clause  it  explicitly  appears  that  the 
power  of  appointment  extends  only  to  offices  pro- 
Tided  by  the  Constitution,  or  which  afterwards 
should  be  established  by  law.  The  place  of  Min- 
ister, then,  is  an  office  created  by  the  Constitu- 


tion. But  it  is  contended  by  this  gentleman  that 
Ministers  stand  upon  the  same  ground  with  Judges 
of  the  Supreme  Court,  and,  as  we  had  limited 
the  number  of  the  latter,  so  we  have  a  right  to  re- 
strain the  number  of  tne  former.  Now,  sir,  by 
referring  again  to  the  Constitution,  I  apprehend  I 
can  show  that  the  cases  stand  on  different  pounds, 
and  that  there  is  a  power  given  to  us  to  interfere 
in  the  case  of  Judges,  which  does  not  belong  to  us 
in  the  case  of  Ministers. 

[Mr.  B.  here  cited  the  3d  article  of  the  Consti- 
tution, section  1st, as  follows:  "The judicial pow* 
er  of  the  United  States  shall  be  vested  in  one  Su- 
preme Court,  and  in  such  inferior  courts  as  the 
Congress  may,  from  time  to  time,  ordain  and  es- 
tablish."] 

It  appears  from  this  clause  that  a  Supreme 
Court  IS  provided,  but  the  mode  of  its  entsiblish- 
ment  is  expressly  left  to  Congress.  Beside,  it  is 
evident  from  the  Constitution  that  the  framers  of 
it  frequently  referred  to  things  as  known.  As 
when  they  provide  in  criminal  cases  that  the  trial 
shall  be  by  jury,  it  was  understood  that  the  jury 
should  consist  of  twelve  men,  and  a  verdict  be 
the  unanimous  opinion  of  the  whole.  And  so  in 
the  case  of  the  Supreme  Court,  that  the  number 
of  Judges  could  not  be  indefinite,  and  of  conse- 
quence must  be  limited  by  Congress.  This  is 
certainly  not  the  case  as  to  foreign  Ministers. 
Their  number  can  be  no  more  limited  than  the 
number  of  foreign  Powers.  By  lessening  the 
number  of  independent  nations  (which  is  a  work 
going  on  very  last)  the  Constitutional  power  of 
the  President  on  this  subject  will  be  restrained. 

If  the  doctrine  be  well  founded  that  this  House 
has  a  right  to  refuse  to  appropriate  for  the  salary 
of  foreign  Ministers^  I  ask  gentlemen  to  reconcile 
it  with  their  admission  that  no  such  right  to  refuse 
exists  in  the  case  of  the  President  or  Judges.  A 
distinction  has  been  attempted.  It  is  said  that,  in 
the  case  of  these  officers,  the  Constitution  nas 
provided  that  their  compensation  shall  not  be 
diminished  during  their  continuance  in  office. 
But  it  strongly  appears  to  me,  and  I  do  insist,  that 
by  conceding  that  in  the  case  of  the  President  and 
Judges,  we  are  bound  to  appropriate,  the  whole 
argument  on  the  other  side  is  given  up;  because  it 
allows  that,  notwithstanding  we  have  an  express 
powejr  on  the  subject  of  appropriation,  that  yet 
there  are  cases  in  which  that  power  must  be  pas- 
sively exercised  without  the  use  of  the  discretioii 
which  it  is  strongly  contended  essentially  belongs 
to  it.  And  now,  sir.  as  to  the  distinction  between 
Judges  and  Ministers,  I  beg  leave  to  remark  that, 
in  the  case  of  Judges,  the  provision  of  the  Consti- 
tution ^oes  only  to  the  quantum  of  the  salary,  and 
prohibits  the  diminution  of  it  during  their  contin- 
uance in  office.  But  as  to  the  prmciple  that  a 
reasonable  compensation  shall  be  allowed,  the 
cases  stand  on  the  same  footing.  The  only  differ- 
ence is,  that  in  the  case  o;  the  Judge  we  have  not 
the  power  of  saying  the  salary  is  too  great,  but  we 
are  nound  to  appropriate  to  the  last  farthing ; 
whereas,  in  the  case  of  a  Minister,  we  have  the 
right  at  all  times  of  reducing  the  amouiit  of  his 
pay.    I  believe,  sir,  it  can  har^l);  be  denied,  that 


Digitized  by  LjOO^ 


O 


1221 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


1222 


March,  1798.] 


Foreign  Intercourse. 


[H.opR. 


when  the  framers  of  the  Constitotion  created  an 
office,  or  gave  a  power  to  create  one,  and  directed 
the  office  to  be  nlled  by  the  President,  that  they 
contemplated  a  reasonable  compensation  beioff  pro- 
vided for  the  officer.  It  was  a  thiog  so  well  un- 
derstood^ that  it  would  have  been  folly  to  have  ex- 
pressed It,  as  great  folly  as  to  have  provided  that 
It  should  be  the  duty  oi  the  Judges  to  expound  the 
law.  And,  therefore,  I  hold  tnat,  in  the  case  of 
Ministers  and  all  other  officers  legally  appointed, 
this  House  is  bound  to  concur  in  an  appropriation 
for  A  reasonable  compensation. 

In  order  to  maintain  their  ground,  gentlemen  on 
the  other  side  have  descanted  largely  on  the  sub- 
ject of  checks,  and  persuaded  themselves  that  the 
right  to  refuse  an  appropriation  in  the  present  case 
sprung  from  the  general  spirit  of  the  Constitution, 
which  desijQrned  that  one  branch  of  the  Govern- 
ment should  operate  as  a  check  upon  another. 

The  doctrine,  as  contended  for^  has  emphatical- 
ly been  styled  an  imported  doctrine ;  but  1  hope  it 
will  not  be  smuggled  into  this  House  without  in- 
spection and  examination.  The  cases  of  checks 
to  be  derived  from  the  Constitution,  I  apprehend, 
may  be  classed  under  three  heads: 

1.  Where  an  express  power  is  given  to  one 
branch  to  control  the  operations  of  another. 

2.  Where  a  branch  of  the  Government  exceeds 
its  powers,  and 

3.  Where  a  general  power  is  eiven  to  one  branch 
and  a  substantive  power,  induded  within  the 
terms  of  it,  given  to  another. 

Thus^  in  the  first  case,  in  the  Legislature  the 
Senate  is  a  check  upon  this  House  and  this  House 
upon  the  Senate,  and  the  President  upon  both ;  in 
the  Executive,  ttie  Senate  on  the  President,  as  to 
treaties  and  appointments ;  and,  in  the  Judiciary, 
one  Court  upon  another.  Upon  the  second  head, 
a  case  mentioned  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
and  much  relied  on,  furnishes  a  striking  example. 
Even  the  Judges,  the  gentleman  said,  are  a  check 
upon  the  Legislature.  This  arises  from  the  na- 
ture of  the  Legislature,  the  powers  of  which  are 
limited.  If  the  Legislature  transgress  the  bounds 
of  their  authority,  their  acts  are  void,  and  neither 
the  people  nor  the  Judged  are  bound  by  them.  So 
if  the  President  should  commission,  after  an  ap- 
pointment non-concurred  in  by  the  Senate,  the 
commission  would  be  void.  And  in  all  cases  where 
an  act  is  done  without  power,  a  check  may  be 
found  wherever  we  please  to  look  for  it.  The  third 
ease  which  has  been  mentioned,  is,  where  the  gen- 
eral power  of  one  branch  is  controlled  by  a 'partic- 
ular power  given  to  another  branch.  To  this 
head  may  be  assigned  another  case  much  relied 
on  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia.  The  case  I 
refer  to,  is  that  of  a  treaty  made  by  the  President 
having  war  for  its  object.  Now,  as  the  exclusive 
power  to  declare  war  b  vested  in  Congress,  I  have 
no  hesitation  in  saying,  the  President  has  not  the 
power  to  make  a  treaty  of  offensive  and  defensive 
alliance.  For  though  such  a  power  may  be  em- 
braced in  the  general  terms  giving  the  power  to 
make  treaties,  yet,  as  the  right  to  declare  war  is 
distinctly  given  to  Congress,  it  must  operate  as  an 
exception  to  the  general  treaty-making  power. 


These  are  the  cases  of  legitimate  checks  which 
occur  to  me.  But,  as  to  the  wild  doctrine  which 
has  been  contended  for,  that,  wherever  one  branch 
of  the  Gk>vernment  possesses  any  degree  of  pow- 
er, a  discretion  necessarily  accompanies  the  ex- 
ercise of  it.  nothing,  1  conceive,  can  be  more  dan- 
gerous, or  nave  a  more  direct  tendency  to  disor- 
ganization. If  the  principle  were  asserted  by  each 
branch,  the  operations  of  the  Gtovernment  must 
cease.  The  President  might  say  he  was  not  bound 
blindly  to  execute  laws  which  he  conceived 
to  be  absurd  or  impolitic.  We  create  offices,  he 
refuses  to  fill  them ;  we  appropriate  money,  he 
refuses  to  apply  it ;  we  declare  war,  he  refuses  to 
carry  it  on,  because,  consulting  his  own  judgment, 
he  conceived  our  measures  to  oe  unwise,  and  that 
it  would  be  better  for  the  country  to  check  us,  by 
refusing  the  aid  of  his  Constitutional  power  to 
carry  our  schemes  into  efiect.  I  beg  leave  to  put 
a  case  which  comes  up  to  the  strongest  point  of 
the  argument  on  the  other  side. 

Suppose  Congress  declare  war  ?  This  can  be 
done  by  a  majority  of  both  Houses.  The  Presi- 
dent participates  the  power  of  appropriating  mo- 
ney. Now,  suppose  war  actuallv  declared  bv  a 
power  competent,  and  expressly  allowed  to  judffe 
of  its  expediency,  and  the  President,  afterwards 
conceiving  the  war  to  be  unjust  or  the  declaration 
premature,  refuses  to  concur  in  an  appropriation 
to  support  it  ?  In  such  case,  we  should  be  Con- 
stitutionally at  war,  and  Constitutionally  restrain- 
ed from  carrying  it  on. 

Such  are  the  absurdities  which  flow  from  the 
imported  doctrine  of  checks.  Consequences  which 
tend  to  paralyze  the  powers  of  the  Constitution, 
and  effectually  to  stop  the  wheels  of  Government. 

I  have  no  doubt,  sir,  for  my  own  part,  that  this 
House  has  any  right  to  interfere,  upon  the  princi- 
ple of  the  amendment ;  but  I  will,  notwithstand- 
ing, consider  the  expediency  of  the  measure^ it 
contemplates. 

It  has  been  contended  by  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania,  that  it  would  be  better  for  this 
country  to  renounce  all  foreign  intercourse.  This, 
I  conceive,  is  going  far  beyond  any  point  of  dis- 
cussion before  the  committee.  The  amendment 
is  not  designed  to  abolish  foreign  intercourse.  It 
supposes  three  Mini^iters  Plenipotentiary,  and  as 
many  Ministers  Resident  and  Consuls  as  the  Pre- 
sident shall  think  proper  to  appoint.  Indeed,  it 
affects  only  the  grade  of  the  Ministers  at  Lisbon 
and  Berlin. 

Sir,  I  could  have  wished  to  avoid  any  imputa- 
tion upon  the  motives  which  produced  the  present 
amendment.  But.  it  strikes  me  as  singular  that 
gentlemen  should  be  satisfied  with  restraining  its 
operation  to  two  characters,  and  that  such  mighty 
efforts  should  be  made  to  accomplish  an  object 
attended  with  so  little  saving  to  the  Treasury,  and 
at  best  equivocal,  as  they  must  acknowledge,  as  to 
its  operation  abroad.  I  cann  ot  well  account  for 
what  I  have  seen,  but  in  recollecting  that  the 
Minister  at  Lisbon  was  formerly  a  distinguished 
member  of  this  House,  whose  eminent  talents  hav- 
ing been  employed  in  the  support  of  Government, 
has  renderea  him  obnoxious  tO/the  friends  of  the 
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amendment )  and  that  the  Minister  at  Berlin  is  the 
son  of  tlje  present  President  of  the  United  States, 
a  man  as  much  hated  by  one  party  as  venerated 
b)r  the  other.  I  should  have  been  willing  to  have 
discarded  any  suspicions  which  these  recollections 
occasioned,  bad  I  been  able  to  discover  any  plau- 
sible reason  at  this  time  for  introducing  and  so 
strongly  maintaining  the  amendment. 

Gentlemen  have  talked  of  annihilating  foreign 
intercourse.  Do  they  call  to  their  minds  our  sea- 
coast  of  1,700  miles  ?  Do  they  remember  the  com- 
mercial temper  and  habits  of  the  people  ?  Do  they 
recollect  how  many  imported  articles,  though  per- 
haps once  luxuries,  are  now  become  necessaries  of 
life  ?  Do  they  calculate  the  portion  of  our  food 
and  raiment  which  is  brought  across  the  ocean? 
Can  they  sit  down  to  a  meal  in  a  day,  or  examine 
the  clothes  on  their  backs^  without  being  sensible 
of  the  strength  of  our  foreign  connexions  ?  I  beg 
gentlemen^  after  having  duly  appreciated  these 
considerations,  to  tell  whether  they  seriously  ima- 
gine that  any  force  in  the  Gk>vernment  could  break 
our  connexion  with  foreign  countries.  I  believe, 
for  my  part,  that  while  the  ocean  is  navigable, 
that  our  people  will  be  commercial,  and  that  for- 
eign connexions  cannot  be  prevented.  The  only 
question  which  seems  to  me  to  exist  is,  whether, 
as  there  will  be  intercourse  with  foreign  countries, 
it  does  not  admit  of  beneficial  regulations  from 
the  interference  of  Government. 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  has  consid- 
ered this  subject  under  two  heads,  commercial  and 
political,  and  has  endeavored  to  show,  that  our 
connexions  with  Europe,  commercial  or  political, 
do  not  require  a diplonuitic  establishment. 

Commercial  intercourse,  he  continues,  might  be 
as  well  regulated  and  protected  by  the  employ- 
ment of  Consuls  as  of  Ministers.  Very  little  con- 
sideration, I  apprehend,  will  satisfy  gentlemen, 
that  Consuls  are  inadequate  to  the  protection  of 
tKe  commerce  of  a  great  country.  Consuls  are 
little  more  than  private  mercantile  agents.  They 
are  frequently  the  subjects  of  the  country  in  which 
they  are  stationed^  subject  to  its  laws,  as  well  in 
civil  as  in  criminal  cases,  not  privileged,  and 
scarcely  noticed  by  the  law  of  nations,  and  repre- 
senting, in  no  degree,  the  country  which  employs 
them.  I  will  then  ask.  if  Cgnsuls  are  competent 
to  insist  upon  the  rights  of  the  nation,  or  its  citi- 
acens,  or  to  remonstrate  against  their  wrongs? 
Whether  they  could  demand,  or  are  so  likely  to 
obtain  justice,  as  if  they  were  clothed  with  a  rep- 
resentative capacity  of  the  country  ?  Beside,  let 
me  tell  the  gentleman,  that  if  our  establishment 
abroad  were  reduced  to  Consiils,  in  efiect  they 
would  only  have  foreign  Ministers  under  new 
names,  for  they  would  soon  be  employed  for  po- 
litical, as  well  as  commercial  purposes.  It  would 
end  in  their  exercising  the  powers  of  Ministers, 
without  their  responsibility. 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  has  said, 
that  the  only  use  of  Ministers  is  to  form  treaties. 
This  is  certainly  not  true.  I  conceive  that  a 
Government  is  bound  to  extend  its  care  and  pro- 
tection to  its  citizens  abroad  as  well  as  at  home. 
One  purpose,  therefort,  of  Ministers  is,  to  seeiure  to 


our  citizens  in  foreign  countries  the  rights  which 
they  derive  from  treaties  or  the  law  of  nations. 
They  are  designed  also  to  watch  the  actions  of 
foreign  Governments,  and  to  discover  their 
schemes,  and  to  give  notice  to  their  own  Govern- 
ment of  anything  which  may  threaten  the  peace 
or  safety  of  their  country.  They  are  again  the 
organ  of  communication  between  Governments. 
by  which  explanations  are  demanded,  and  by 
which  accidental  differences  may  frequently  bie 
avoided  without  the  extremity  of  war. 

When  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  spoke 
of  our  political  connexions,  bespoke  of  those  aris- 
ing from  treaties.  He  conceived  that  we  had  no 
occasion  for  treaties  with  foreign  countries,  and, 
consequently.  Ministers  were  not  wanted  to  rrame 
them.  Upon  this  ground  1  will  now  meet  him. 
It  seems  to  have  escaped  the  observation  of  the 
gentleman  and  his  friends,  that  we  have  a  choice 
only  of  one  of  two  grounds,  upon  which  we  will 
stand  in  relation  to  Europe.  The  one  is  the 
treaty,  the  other  the  law  of  nations.  If  we  will 
not  subject  ourselves  to  treaties,  we  must  still  be 
bound  by  the  law  of  nations.  To  me  it  appears 
much  more  rational,  that  nations  should  agree  on 
the  terms  upon  which  their  intercourse  shaU  be 
conducted,  tnan  to  leave  it  to  the  determination 
of  a  law  derived  from  authorities  uncertain,  am- 
biguous, and  contradictory.  Treaties  are  design- 
ed to  supply  the  defects  and  explain  the  doubts  of 
the  law.  They  dispense  with  a  rule  injurious, 
perhaps,  to  both  countries,  and  introduce  a  regula- 
tion equally  beneficial  to  each  party.  If  disputes 
arise  in  the  construction  of  treaties,  which  are  ex- 
pressed with  all  the  caution  of  studied  lanc^age, 
now  much  more  contention  is  to  be  expected  upon 
the  law  of  nations — a  law  consisting  in  loose  cus- 
toms, arising  from  the  dicta  of  authors  whose 
opinions  were  warped  by  the  peculiar  interests  of 
their  country — a  law,  the  general  principles  of 
which  may  oe  perverted  to  justify  every  act  of 
power  however  flagitious  ? 

The  gentleman  Irom  Pennsylvania,  in  order  to 
support  his  position  on  this  subject,  has  cast  his 
eyes  upon  our  treaties,  and  selected  those  parts 
which  he  thought  he  could  reprobate  with  the 
most  success.  And  the  subject  was  probably  in- 
troduced for  the  purpose  of  giving  him  an  oppor- 
tunity of  doinff  so. 

I  am  not,  however,  alarmed  at  meeting  the 
gentleman  upon  this  ground,  and  inquiring  into 
the  advantages  and  evils  which  have  resulted  from 
treaties  which  we  have  formed. 

The  gentleman  has  not  given  himself  the  trouble 
of  adverting  to  any  treaty,  or  to  any  one  article  in 
a  treaty,  by  which  the  country  has  been  benefited. 
It  has  served  his  purpose  to  exhibit  the  dark  side 
of  the  picture. 

The  gentleman  has  even  complained  of  the 
treaty  with  France,  and  f*poke  of  the  disputes 
whicn  the  construction  of  it  has  involved  us  in. 
Nothing  could  astonish  me  more  than  that  that 
gentleman  and  his  friends  should  complain  of  this 
treaty.  I  cannot  help  pitying  the  short  memory 
which  allows  them  to  forget  the  language  they 
held  on  a  former  occasion,  remo^  from  us  but 
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by  a  sma]!  iDterval  of  time.  At  the  last  session 
of  this  Congress  we  were  told,  by  those  gentle- 
men, that  it  was  to  our  treaty  with  France  that 
we  owed  the  liberty  and  independence  of  our 
-country,  and  we  were  strongly  reminded  of  the 
debt  01  gratitude  which  remained  unpaid.  Will 
those  gentlemen  now  tell  us  that  the  evils  which 
result^  from  that  very  treaty  overbalanced  its  ad- 
Tantaffes  ?  If  so,  we  are  to  be  grateful  when  we 
have  been  more  injured  than  b^efited. 

I  shall  not  be  repelled  by  any  popular  prejudice 
from  saying^  that  advantages  have  been  derived 
from  the  British  Treaty.  1  consider  the  war  from 
which  that  treaty  preserved  us  of  an  importance 
incalculable.  A  war  which  must  have  annihilated 
•our  commerce,  desolated  our  seaport  towns,  ru- 
ined our  finances,  while  it  increased  our  debt,  de- 
pressed the  value  of  our  produce  and  of  the  labor 
of  our  citizens;  and,  multiplying  the  burdens  of 
the  €h}vernment,  while  it  diminished  the  ability 
of  the  people  to  support  it,  might  have  ended 
in  the  loss  of  our  Constitution,  and  of  our  unity 
and  independence  as  a  nation.  No  sacrifice  which 
we  have  made,  can  be  put  in  the  scale  against  the 
evils  which  we  have  escaped.  That  every  treaty 
will  be  composed  of  concession  as  well  as  of  ac- 
<Iubition,  every  reasonable  man  will  expect.  It 
cannot  be  supposed  that  a  powerful  nation  will 
grant  anything  and  ask  nothiog  in  return. 

[Mr.  CxALLATiN  explained,  by  saying  that  no- 
thing which  he  said  had  any  relation  to  our  treaty 
of  alliance  with  France,  but  merely  to  commer- 
cial treaties.] 

Mr.  B.  I  understood  the  gentleman  to  say  that 
he  was  averse  from  all  foreign  intercourse,  and, 
^nerally,  that  our  treaties  had  been  injurious  to 
the  country.  But  even  if  his  strictures  were  con- 
fined to  commercial  treaties,  yet,  as  the  question 
regards  generally  our  foreign  connexions,  it  is 
proper  that  political  advantages  derived  from  our 
treaties  should  be  taken  into  consideration.  I 
have  spoken,  of  one  benefit  which  might  be  attri- 
Imt^  to  the  treaty  with  Great  Britain.  I  will 
mention  another.  That  treaty  has  given  us  pos- 
session of  the  western  posts,  which  for  years  have 
been  so  cruel  a  thorn  in  our  side,  wnich  have 
•eost  us  so  many  millions  of  dollars,  and  so 
BHich  blood.  Again,  the  treaty  has  provided  for 
our  mercantile  brethren  a  compensation  in  case 
of  illegal  capture  of  their  property  by  British  ves- 
seb  daring  the  present  war,  and  reinstated  fami- 
lies that  otherwise  would  have  been  irreparably 
ruined. 

One  provision  in  the  treaty  is  a  striking  instance 
of  the  necessity  of  treaties.  It  has  made  provis- 
ion that  our  northern  boundary  shall  be  amicably 
fixed  by  ascertaining  the  true  river  St.  Croix. 
Had  we  been  left  to  the  law  of  nations  to  fix  this 
boundary,  as  each  country  would  have  insisted 
on  its.  pretensions,  force  must  have  settled  the 
controversy. 

I  will  next  ask  whether  the  country  has  deriv- 
ed no  advantage  from  the  Spanish  Treaty?  Whe- 
ther nothing  was  gained  by  the  surrender  of  sev- 
eral armed  poets,  Uie  establishment  of  our  south- 
ern boundary,  the  ceseioB  o£  a  large  territory,  and 


the  acquisition  of  the  free  navigation  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi?, And  I  particularly  beg  ffentlemen  to 
point  out  the  evils  which  balance  the  benefits  of 
this  treaty. 

It  is  plain  to  me  that  foreign  intercourse  cannot 
be  prevented,  and  equally  plain  that  treaties  ne- 
cessarily arise  out  of  that  intercourse.  But  at 
this  moment,  of  all  others,  I  conceive  that  the 
amendment  to  the  bill,  which  ^oes  to  restrain  the 
appointment  of  Ministers  Plenipotentiary  to  Lon- 
don, Paris,  and  Madrid,  is  peculiarly  improper. 
Sir,  the  Message  of  this  day,  laid  on  the  table, 
from  the  P/esident,  informs  us  of  the  dangerous 
state  of  our  country.  It  informs  us,  also,  that  the 
interests  of  other  neutral  nations  are  implicated 
in  the  injustice  of  the  decree  which  is  about  to 
pass  the  French  Councils.  We  have  sufi*ered  and 
are  sufiering  aggressions,  from  a  Power  undoubt- 
edly formidable,  which  menace  the  peace  and 
safety  of  the  country.  We  have  been  driven  to 
the  brink  of  war,  and  should  the  mighty  Repub- 
lic (which  Qod  forbid !)  force  us  to  hostilities,  I 
hope  we  shall  have  sense  enough  to  increase  our 
strength  by  an  alliance  with  tnose  neutral  na- 
tions, with  whom  it  may  be  found  that  we  have 
a  common  interest.  I  trust  that  the  spirit  of  the 
country  in  not  so  broken  by  the  humiliations  to 
which  we  have  already  submitted,  and  that  the 
passion  for  wealth  has  not  so  far  extinguished  every 
nobler  feeling,  that  we  are  prepared  tamely  to 
submit  our  necks  to  the  yoke,  and  barter  the  liber- 
ty and  independence  of  the  country  for  a  state  of 
peace  as  inglorious  as  it  is  Insecure. 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  in  his  argu- 
ment against  foreign  intercourse,  alleged  that  we 
had  nothing  to  do  with  the  balance  of  power  in 
Europe.  I  believe,  sir^  I  can  refer  the  committee 
to  cases  which  will  satisfy  both  sides  of  the  House 
that  we  are  intimately  connected  with  that  bal- 
ance. I  will  call  to  the  recollection  of  gentlemen 
opposed  to  me  that  period  of  the  war  when  the , 
Duke  of  Brunswick  was  marching  to  Paris,  when 
the  rebels  were  successful  in  La  Vendee,  when 
Toulon  was  in  possession  of  the  combined  Pow- 
ers, when  victory  seemed  to  have  declared  for  the 
allied  Princes,  and  fate  to  have  numbered  the 
days  of  the  Republic,  and  ask  them  whether  they 
were  not  then  sensible  of  the  balance  of  power  in 
Europe  being  destroyed  ?  Was  there  a  gentle- 
man among  them  who  did  not  attribute  tne  ag- 
gressions of  England  to  the  depression  of  the 
power  of  France  ?  But  when  the  fortune  of  war 
changed — the  Duke  of  Brunswick  retreated,  Tou- 
lon recaptured,  the  Netherlands  subdued,  Holland 
invaded — to  this  change  have  they  not  said  it  was 
owing  that  the  famous  decree  of  November,  1793, 
was  revoked,  and  that  the  storm  which  was  gath- 
ering round  us  was  dispersed? 

At  that  time,  in  what  manner  did  the  Republic 
behave  towards  us  ?  Did  they  recall  their  own 
Ministers,  or  banish  ours?  Did  they  invent  pre- 
tences to  destroy  our  commerce  ?  On  the  con- 
trary, did  they  not  invite  us  to  draw  closer  the 
bands  of  alliance  ?    But,  sir,  since  the  fall  tide  of 

Csperity  has  risen  in  ftivor  of  France;  since  she 
added  millions  of  men  to  herpppuktion,  and  of 
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money  to  her  revenue;  since  she  has  humbled  the 
Crowns  of  half  the  Potentates  of  Europe,  and 
rendered  many  of  them  her  tributaries;  since  she 
has  found  herself  able  to  break  the  pillars  of  Gov- 
ernments which  had  lasted  for  centuries,  and  to 
erect  new  States  upon  their  ruins ;  since,  in  fine, 
she  has  perceived  that  th^re  is  no  weif^ht  in  Eu- 
rope to  balance  her  power,  has  not  this  country 
felt  the  effect  of  the  mighty  change? 

Gentlemen  cannot  deny  that  the  system  which 
England  formerly  pursued,  France  has  since 
adopted,  with  circumstances  of  increased  aggra- 
vation. When  I  regard  the  facts  which  a  short 
period  of  time  has  presented  to  our  eyes,  I  am  as- 
tonished that  any  one  should  assert  that  we  have 
nothing  to  do  with  the  balance  of  power  in 
Europe. 

I  will  now  call  the  attention  of  the  committee 
to  some  points  introduced  into  the  discussion, 
which  were  principal  grounds  of  argument  with 
the  gentleman  who  moved  the  amendment,  but 
which  have  lost  much  of  their  importance  in  the 
course  of  the  debate. 

The  first  was  Executive  patronsi^e.  This  was 
attacked  upon  two  principles.  1.  That  it  had  in- 
creased, and  ought  to  be  diminished.  2.  That  it 
had  been,  and  was  designed  to  be,  abused. 

I  hope  it  will  be  remembered  that  the  attempt 
on  the  present  occasion  is  not  to  add  to  the  patron- 
age of  the  President^  but  to  take  from  the  Execu- 
tive a  power  which  it  is  not  denied  belongs  to  him 
under  the  Constitution.  The  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  not  onlv  admitted  that  a  power  to 
fiU  the  office  beloncred  to  the  President,  but  assert- 
ed that  the  President  had  power  to  create  the 
office  itself;  so  that  the  question  is  as  to  preserv- 
ing, and  not  as  to  increasing,  the  Constitutional 
power  of  the  Executive. 

The  same  gentleman  has  been  pleased  to  say, 
that,  when  I  expressed  an  opinion  that  the  Exe- 
cutive was  the  weakest  branch  of  Government 
it  was  with  *' regret;"  and  thence  came  to  an  easy 
conclusion,  that  it  was  my  design  to  promote 
Monarchy  in  this  country.  I  am  at  a  loss  to  know 
how  that  ffentlemen  discovered  my  feelings  when 
I  delivered  the  opinion.  But  it  was  necessary  to 
his  purpose  to  attribute  those  feelings  to  me,  and 
that  gentleman  has  no  weak  delicacy,  as  to  the 
means,  when  he  has  a  purpose  to  accomplish.  I 
did,  indeed,  say  that  the  Executive  was  the  weak- 
est branch  of  the  Gkivernment,  and  this  I  repeat; 
but  I  neither  said  it  with  joy  nor  sorrow,  but  stated 
it  as  a  fact.  I  did  not  say  that  the  Executive  was 
too  weak^  nor  expressed  any  wish  that  its  power 
should  be  increased.  Suppose  I  should  say,  that 
the  Pope  is  the  weakest  Potentate  in  Europe — 
would  it  follow  from  thence  that  I  wished  the 
territories  of  his  Holiness  extended,  or  his  power 
enlarged  to  a  balance  with  that  of  the  mighty  Re- 
public? Or,  if  I  affirmed,  of  the  two  sexes,  that 
the  female  was  the  weakest,  is  it  to  be  concluded 
that  I  regret  that  woman  is  not  as  strong  as  man? 
I  believe  the  Elxecutive  is  at  the  mercy  of  this 
House;  that,  if  the  House  were  united,  and  re- 
solved to  bind  the  hands  of  the  Executive,  no  re- 
sistance could  prevent  them  ;  but  I  do  not  appre. 


bend  that  any  effort  of  Executive  authority  could 
make  an  impression  on  the  rights  of  this  House. 
Nay,  it  is  even  observable  that  "  feeble  minorities" 
can  shake  the  foundations  of  Executive  authority, 
though  supported  by  a  majority  of  the  House. 

Another  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr. 
FiNnLEv)  had  also  thought  proper  to  infer,  from 
the  comparison  I  made  between  the  patronage  of 
our  Executive  and  that  of  the  Crown  of  Ureat 
Britain,  that  I  was  desirous  of  seeing  the  patron- 
age of  the  President  increased  to  the  magnitude 
of  that  of  the  English  King. 

.It  is  not  a  little  surprising  that  this  gentleman, 
who  professed  himselt  the  model  of  candor  and 
moderation  in  the  opening  of  his  speech,  should 
suffer  himself  to  be  guilty  of  so  gross  a  misrepre- 
sentation. The  true  inference  from  my  argument 
is  directly  the  reverse  of  the  one  which  has  been 
made.  I  observed,  that,  notwithstanding  all  the 
patronage  which  the  King  of  England  derived 
from  the  nobility,  the  church,  the  army,  navy, 
civil  list,  &c.,  that  the  Monarchy  coula  not  be 
preserved,  if  the  principle  of  equal  representation 
were  introduced  into  the  House  of  Commons.  I 
have  no  objection  to  use  the  obnoxious  expression 
attributed  to  me,  that,  if  the  venal  boroughs  were 
abolished,  there  would  soon  be  an  end  of  the 
Monarchy. 

I  do  not  believe  there  is  a  man  of  sense  on  the 
other  side  of  the  House  of  a  different  opinion. 
But  this  opinion  is  perfectly  consistent  with  a 
wi&h  to  see  the  Monarchy  destroyed.  It  is  an 
opinion  simply  upon  the  operation  of  certain 
causes,  and  their  tendency  to  produce  certain 
efifects,  which  has  no  connexion  with  the  wishes, 
of  the  person  who  forms  it. 

I  am  very  ready  to  confess  that  I  am  not  one 
of  those  enthusiasts  whose  insatiable  thirst  for 
liberty  allows  th^m  to  wish  the  desolation  of  a 
country,  and  the  massacre  of  its  inhabitants,  in 
order  to  establish  in  it  a  new  form  of  government. 
If  the  English  love  their  Monarch,  I  have  no  ob- 
jection to  their  living  under  Monarchy.  It  is 
enough  for  me  that  I  live  in  a  Republic ;  and,  if 
the  people  of  England  will  suffer  us  to  live  in 
peace,  under  the  Government  of  our  choice,  we 
cannot  be  justified  in  wishing  to  see  the  throats 
of  half  the  nation  cut,  and  their  property  plun- 
dered, in  order  that  a  Grovemment  may  be  there 
established  more  conformable  to  our  taste. 

As  to  myself,  I  have  no  interest  out  of  the 
country,  nor  in  a  form  of  Government  different 
from  what  we  possess.  I  was  bred  during  the 
Revolutionary  war,  and  my  first  impressions  were 
republican.  No  man  can  have  less  motive  to 
wish  a  monarchical  Grovernment ;  and,  being  com- 
pletely satisfied  with  the  existing  Government,  i 
am  disposed  to  repel  every  innovation  upon  it, 
from  whatever  quarter  it  comes. 

But,  sir,  is  it  for  those  gentlemen  who  were  bom 
under  monarchical  or  corrupt  Governments  of  Eu- 
rope, whose  necks  were  early  broke  to  the  yoke, 
whose  germ  of  republicanism  is  engrafted  on  a 
monarchical  stock,  to  bring  forward  the  charge 
of  aristocracy.  I  think,  if  the  sincerity  of  their 
apostacy  is  not  questioned,  it  becomes  them  to  be 
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silent  as  to  others.  I  trust,  however,  that  the  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States  have  sense  enough  to 
ludge  men,  not  by  their  professions  of  faith,  but 
by  their  actions. 

I  confess,  sir,  I  am  so  far  from  dreading  Execu- 
tive patronage,  that  I  do  not  believe  that  anv 
power  which  can  be  given  to  the  President  will 
render  him  dangerous  to  this  House,  while  it  is 
composed  of  Representatives  equally  and  freely 
chosen  by^  the  people.  Not  that  I  suppose  that  a 
President  is  exempt  from  ambition,  or  indifferent 
as  to  power;  but  while  the  people  have  the  power 
of  purging  this  House  every  two  years,  and  regard 
it  as  themselves,  there  is  no  patronage  which  can 
corrupt  it,  nor  Executive  power  which  can  threa- 
ten it.  Give  to  the  Executive  every  officer  of  the 
Government,  and  every  man  whom  they  can  in- 
fluence, and  what  is  the  weight  in  the  scale 
against  the  body  of  the  people? 

The  char^  of  aristocracy  brought  against  me, 
and  those  with  whom  I  act.  I  look  upon  as  a  spec- 
tre conjured  up  to  alarm  timid  imaginations.  If, 
indeed,  the  charge  had  been  made  against  the 
other  side  of  the  House,  there  might  be  some 
ground  to  believe  it ;  against  men  born  in  a  land 
of  slavery,  whose  cradles  had  been  rocked  by 
slaves,  and  who  had  been  habituated  from  infancy 
to  trample  on  the  rights  of  man.  Sir,  when  I 
look  around  this  hall  and  observe  how  parties  are 
composed ;  when  I  see  some  men  who  come  from 
a  land  of  real  equality,  many  of  whom  have  been 
educated  in  laborious  employments,  and  none  of 
whom  can  boast  of  but  a  few  paternal  acres,  and 
find  that  they  are  called  aristocrats,  while,  on  the 
other  hand,  men  who  can  count  in  their  train  a 
hundred  slaves,  whose  large  domains,  like  feudal 
baronies,  are  peopled  with  the  humblest  vassals, 
are  styled  democrats,  I  am  astonished  that  the 
weakest  of  mankind  can  be  imposed  on  by  such 
an  abuse  of  words.  I  know  that  this  is  a  delicate 
subject,  and  wished  to  have  avoided  it ;  but  when 
I  see  these  high-priests  of  liberty  so  zealously  pro- 
claiming freedom  on  one  hand  while  on  the  other 
they  are  rivetting  the  chains  of  slavery,  I  cannot 
forbear  tearing  aside  the  veil  which  conceals  the 
truth  from  the  world. 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  has  amused 
us  by  desoanting  on  the  histories  of  Greece  and 
Rouie,  and  assigning  causes  of  the  downfall  of 
those  republics.  These  are  discussions  which,  for 
my  part,  I  c(mceive  bad  better  be  left  to  the  schools 
and  lycenros;  but,  since  the  subject  has  been  in- 
troduced, I  beg  leave  simply  to  remark  the  admis- 
sion of  the  gentleman  that  those  republics  were 
destroyed,  not  by  Executive  encroachments,  but 
by  the  licentiousness  of  the  people.  This  is  an 
admission  of  everything  in  dispute  on  the  sub- 
ject, because  it  proves  that  the  people  were  the 
mstruments  made  use  of  to  destroy  republics. 
Were  I  an  enemy  to  the  free  Government  of  my 
country,  I  should  not  seek  to  subvert  it  by  support- 
ing, or  in  attempting,  by  artful  constructions  of 
the  Constitution,  to  increase,  the  Executive  power. 
If  a  project  of  this  kind  could  be  finally  success- 
ful, it  would  require  centuries  to  accomplish  it. 
No,  sir,!  would  adopt  the  means  which  have  pro- 


duced the  effect  before.  The  people  would  be  the 
instrument  I  should  make  use  of.  I  would  ad- 
dress myself  to  their  prejudices,  their  follies,  and 
their  passions.  I  would  tell  them  that  the  Gov- 
ernment was  corrupt;  that  it  was  a  faction  under 
the  influence,  or  in  the  pay  of  a  foreign  Power* 
I  would  tell  them  that  their  interests  were  ne- 
glected and  despised,  that  hence  they  were  bur- 
dened with  grievous  excise  laws  and  odious  stamp 
acts.  I  would  call  upon  them  to  erect  liberty  polea 
and  refuse  obedience  to  a  Grovernment  which  was 
administered  b^  an  aristocratic  junto.  And  could 
I  be  successful  in  these  artful  calumnies,  and,  de- 
luding a  well-meaning  people,  excite  them  to  in- 
surrection and  rebellion  against  the  laws,  I  might 
hope  to  see  one  of  the  best  Governments  in  the 
world  torn  to  pieces,  and  a  wretched  people  bury- 
ine^their  liberties  in  its  ruins. 

From  ancient  history  we  were  brought  to  that 
of  modem  Europe^  and  were  told  that,  except  in 
England,  from  which  we  have  received  the  germ 
of  liberty,  every  semblance  of  representation  has 
been  swallowea  up  in  the  Executive  power. 

But  I  will  ask  the  gentleman  whether  the  Cor- 
tes of  Spain,  or  the  Parliaments  and  Councib  of 
which  he  spoke,  represented  the  people,  or  were 
not  connected  in  interest  with  the  higher  classes 
of  society  alone?  Those  shadows  of  representa-*' 
tion  were  destroyed  because  the  people,  deriving 
no  benefit  from  them,  had  no  motive  to  suppcnrt 
them.  But  in  England,  where  the  body  of  the 
people  were  represented,  though  imperfectly,  the 
popular  branch  grew  up  in  the  very  shade  or  des- 
potism. This  vital  principle  of  liberty  survived 
the  tyranny  of  Henry  VIII.  and  the  power  <^ 
Elizabeth.  It  soon  gave  a  weight  to  the  Com- 
mons which  balanced  the  power  of  the  Crown. 
English  history  strongly  proves  the  principle  for 
which  I  contend,  that  the  branch  of  Grovernment 
connected  in  interest  with  the  people,  and  sup^ 
ported  by  them,  has  nothing  to  fear  from  Execu- 
tive power. 

Is  there  any  instance  in  English  history  of  the 
House  of  Commons  being  abolished  by  the  Crown? 
And,  on  the  contrary,  have  you  not  seen  the  Com- 
mons able  to  subvert  the  Throne  and  Nobility,  to 
extort,  at  times,  from  the  King  his  most  precious 
prerogatives^  and  at  all  times  to  force  on  him  Min- 
isters of  their  choice,  or  from  him  those  who  were 
his  favorites?  The  very  corruption  which  the 
gentleman  spoke  of  proved  the  weakness  of  the 
Grown  and  the  strength  of  the  Commons.  It  was 
not  on  the  army,  the  navy,  or  the  nobility  the 
Crown  could  rely  ;  it  was  obliged  to  purchase  the 
support  of  the  Commons.  It  was  a  purchase 
made  upon  the  same  principle  of  weakness  that 
we  pay  for  the  peace  we  enjoy  with  the  western 
savages  or  the  Barbary  Powers. 

But  the  gentleman  has  gone  so  far  as  to  con- 
tend that,  from  the  nature  of  their  respective  du- 
ties, this  House  is  more  liable  to  incur  popular 
odium  than  the  Executive.  That  beine  obliged 
to  impose  taxes,  often  of  an  obnoxious  kind^  we 
are  peculiarly  exposed  to  the  resentment  of  the 
people.  In  making  this  remark  the  gentlemavt 
certainly  forgot  that,  though  wejay  the  taxes,  it  ii 
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the  £xecutive  that  collects  them.  And  that  it 
was  not  bo  much  the  letter  of  a  tax  law  which 
was  offensive  to  the  people,  as  the  hand  of  the  tax 

gatherer  which  compelled  them  to  pay.  I  appre- 
end,  however,  that  the  observation  is  wholly  un- 
ibunded.  The  connexion  between  this  House 
and  the  people  is  too  intimate,  a  common  interest 
hinds  them  too  closely  together,  to  suffer  the  re- 
mark of  the  gentleman  to  be  verified.  I  can  con- 
ceive it  more  than  possible  that  individuals  of  this 
Ji)ody  may  lose  their  popularity  by  voting  for  mea- 
fares  to  which  their  constituents  are  averse  ;  but, 
in  reprobating  the  conduct  of  a  part  of  the  House 
who  acted  against  their  wishes,  their  affections 
will  accumulate  in  favor  of  those  whose  conduct 
was  conformable  to  their  sentiments.  When  the 
Senate  ratified  the  British  Treaty,  they  were  not 
in  consequence  less  popular  as  a  body.  For, 
thouffh  a  majority,  pernaps,  were  burnt  m  effigy, 
yet  the  virtuous  ten  acquired  all  the  favor  which 
they  lost. 

The  gentleman  has  laboriously  provided  for  us 
an  account  of  the  amount  of  Executive  patron- 
age. The  fees  of  every  deputy's  deputy  are  col- 
lected in  the  estimate,  m  onier  to  increase  the  di- 
mensions of  the  phantom.  The  salaries,  com- 
pensations, and  fees  to  persons  in  the  service  of 
the  Government  are  stated  to  amount  to  $850,000. 
This,  to  be  sure,  is  a  frightful  sum  distributed  over 
3uch  an  immense  country.  But  the  fact  is  that 
this  money  is  laboriously  earned.  No  services 
are  so  badly  paid  for  as  those  which  are  rendered 
to  the  public.  The  system  which  we  are  pursu- 
mg  will  starve  all  talents  and  merit  out  of  the 
Government. 

I  believe  that  several  offices  are  held  from 
patriotic  principles  alone.  I  believe  that  a  favor 
IS  done  the  Government  by  every  man  of  talents 
who  accepts  an  office,  and  I  am  convinced  that 
no  man  can  turn  his  abilities  and  industry  to  less 
account  than  in  accepting  of  places  which  the 
Government  is  disposed  to  ffive  him.  The  con- 
tracts of  the  Government  have  been  stated  at 
$1,300,000.  But  the  getitleman  has  cautiously 
concealed  the  idea  of  equivalent  received  by  the 
Government.  Supposing  a  profit  of  5  per  cent. 
$0  the  contractor,  the  amount  of  this  branch  of 
patronage  does  not  exceed  $65,000.  And  this  is 
to  compensate  an  advance  of  capital  and  personal 
service.  I  believe  it  may  be  safely  affirmed  that 
our  Government  derives  little  iDfiuence  from  this 
source. 

An  abuse  of  Executive  power  has  been  loudly 
oomplained  of  in  a  determination  attributed  to 
the  President  to  appoint  none  to  office  who  do  not 

E^fess  his  political  creed.  That  the  President 
s  determined  to  employ  no  more  the  enemies 
of  the  Government,  I  think  very  probable.  Men 
perpetually  opposed  to  the  Admmistration,  who 
indiscriminately  condemn  every  measure  adopted, 
who  insidiously  labor  to  alienate  the  affections  of 
tftie  people  from  the  Government,  who,  absorbed 
ia  a  fanatical  attachment  to  a  foreign  country, 
kave  lost  all  regard  for  their  own,  I  conceive  are 
properly  avoided  as  objects  of  public  trust  and 
confidence. 


The  President,  on  this  subject,  will  act  on  a 
principle  from  which  the  people  never  depart. 
In  choosing  the  electors  who  appointed  him,  did 
they  not  exact,  where  they  had  not  a  perfect 
knowledge,  a  declaration  of  the  political  creed  of 
the  candidate?  Does  not  every  election  bear 
witness  that  the  principle  is  ever  adhered  to  by 
the'people?  And  I  will  ask  gentlemen,  if  any 
officer  appointed  by  the  President  were  left  to  the 
choice  of  the  people,  if  his  politics  would  not  be 
the  first  object  of  their  attention,  and  an  invinci- 
ble objection  if  different  from  their  own  %  But, 
sir,  there  is  no  reason  to  suppt)se  that  the  princi- 
ple is  carried  to  the  extent,  so  warmly  fancied  by 
a  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Brent,) /'that 
the  Executive  will  employ  no  one  who  will  not 
sing  hallelujahs  to  every  Efxecutive  object"  No, 
sir,  I  should  presume  that  the  determination  of 
^he  President  reached  only  to  those  whose  patriot- 
ism consisted  in  denouncing  Uieir  own  Govern- 
ment and  apolauding  a  foreign  one;  who  cele- 
brated, with  ietes  and  songs,  successes  which  ex«- 
alted  another  country  upon  the  humiliation  of 
their  own ;  and  who,  pursuing  a  phantom  which 
they  call  liberty,  forget  that  they  possess  all  the 
freedom  which  rational  men  could  wish,  and  are 
willing  to  subvert  everything  which  is  valuable  in 
society,  in  order  to  estaolish  a  system  under  which 
everything  possibly  might  be  hoped  for,  but  noth- 
ing certainly  coula  be  enjoyed. 

I  hope  I  shall  be  excused  for  saying  a  word  at 
to  the  reflections,  it  has  been  said,  we  have  cast 
upon  the  foreigners  who  are  members  of  the 
House.  I  certainly  am  not  one  of  those  who 
would  deny  the  rights  of  hospitality  to  any  for- 
eigners who  shall  please  to  come  among  us.  I  do 
not  know  that  I  have  any  objection  to  their  ac- 
quiring the  rights  of  citizenship ;  but  I  must  be 
sdlowed  to  say,. that,  in  my  opinion,  no  man  who 
was  bom  in  a  foreign  country  can  love  America 
equally  with  a  native  American.  I  do  believe 
there  is  such  a  thing  as  a  love  of  our  native  soil 
and  a  man  who  can  discard  a  love  for  the  land 
which  gave  him  birth,  will  never  have  much  affec- 
tion for  the  country  which  adopts  him.  How- 
ever, if,  in  looking  round  this  House  I  could  dis- 
cover a  solitary  proof  against  my  position,  I  might 
be  led  to  doubt  it ;  but  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  my 
observations  on  this  floor  have  confirmed  the 
opinion. 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  concluded, 
with  telling  us,  that  he  had  but  two  objects  in 
view — the  one  to  destroy  foreign  intercourse,  the 
other  to  save  money.  As  co  the  first,  were  it  pos* 
sible.  I  might  join  with  him  ;  and,  as  to  the  last, 
I  believe  I  perfectly  understand  the  gentleman. 
It  was  a  fine  declaration  to  tickle  the  ears  of  his 
constituents ;  I  should  certainly  offend  those  of 
mine  were  I  to  deliver  a  different  sentiment.  But 
still  we  differ  on  this  head.  I  believe  the  gentle- 
I  man  so  sincere  in  what  he  said,  so  well  di»posed 
to  act  up  to  it,  that  he  would  readily  agree,  not 
only  to  save  money,  but  to  spend  no  money  at  all. 
I  believe  he  would  agree  to  lock  the  doors  of  the 
Treasury,  and  to  throw  the  keys  into  the  ocean. 
I  believe  he  would  consent  to  starve  every  man 
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out  of  oflfice ;  and  then,  I  believe,  the  consequence 
would  be,  that  the  wheels  of  Government  would 
be  stopped. 

For  my  part,  thoui^h  I  value  money,  I  certainly 
value  the  liberty  and  independence  of  the  country 
more;  aod  as  I  believe  that  those  objects  cannot 
be  better  secured  than  by  supporting  the  best  Grov- 
emment  in  the  world,  and  as  I  know  that  that 
Government  cannot  be  supported  without  the  ex- 
penditure of  money,  I  shall  certainly  never  be  so 
&r  carried  away  b)r  the  passion  of  savins:  as  to 
refuse  an  appropriation  of  money  required  for  any 
necessary  purpose  of  Government,  and  especially 
in  a  case  where  I  cannot  refuse  without  violating 
the  Constitution. 

At  the  conclusion  of  Mr.  Bayard's  speech,  the 
question  was  loudly  called  for. 

Mr.  Brent  rose,  and  was  about  commencing 
some  observations  in  reply  to  Mr.  Bayard,  when 
the  cry  of  *'  the  question"  was  still  continued. 
He  sat  down,  and  some  conversation  took  place 
for  and  against  the  committee's  rising;  but  on 
Mr.  B.'s  saying  he  did  not  wish  the  committee  to 
rise  on  his  account,  the  question  for  rising  was 
put  and  negatived. 

The  question  was  then  put  upon  Mr.  Nicho- 
las's amendment,  and  negatived — 52  to  48. 

A  motion  was  then  made  for  the  committee  to 
rise  and  ask  leave  to  sit  again,  which  was  nega- 
tived. 
The  bill  was  proceeded  with. 
Mr.  S.  Smith  moved  to  strike  out  certain  words, 
and  to  insert  others  to  this  effect : 

*<  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  shall  not 
allow  to  any  Minister  Plenipotentiary  to  France,  Great 
Britain,  or  Spain,  more  than  $9,000  per  annum,  nor  to 
any  other  Minister  Plenipotentiary  more  than  $6,000." 
This  amendment  was  negatived,  there  being 
only  48  votes  in  its  favor. 

The  blanks  in  the  bill  were  next  to  be  filled ; 
the  first,  which  was  the  permanent  allowance,  was 
filled  with  $40,000 ;  the  next,  which  was  an  extra- 
ordinary appropriation  for  this  year,  with  $28,650. 
Before  the  latter  sum  was  agreed  upon, 

Mr.  Livingston  inquired  whether  the  sum  of 
between  two  and  three  thousand  dollars,  which 
he  thought  had  been  lavished  away,  said  to  be  ex- 
pended on  persons  taking  leave  from  this  country, 
was  included  in  the  incidental  expenses  which  were 
contained  under  this  head  7  He  thought  such  an 
expenditure  of  money  forbidden  by  the  Uonstitution. 
Mr.  Harper  believed  the  incidental  expenses 
mentioned  in  the  estimate  were  expenses  of  our 
Ministers  abroad. 

Mr.  Nicholas  understood  that  three  Secreta- 
ries were  allowed  the  mission  at  present  in  France. 
He  thought  this  was  as  novel  as  it  was  unneces- 
8ary<  as  he  believed  one  Secretary  was  sufficient 
for  the  whole.  The  United  States  had  employed 
a  number  of  missions  at  different  times,  but  never 
allowed  more  than  one  Secretary  to  each.  He  had 
thought  the  law  would  not  have  warranted  the 
practice;  but  on  examining  it,  he  supposed  it  did. 
Mr.  Harper  said,  everv  Minister  employed  was 
entitled  to  a  Secretary,  tne  President  had  accord- 
ingly appointed  one  to  eaeh,  and  he  could  not  see 


upon  what  ground,  the  House  could  object  to  ap- 
propriating for  their  salaries. 

Mr.  Nicholas  answered,  that  as  the  law  admit- 
ted of  it,  he  should  not  object  to  the  appropriation : 
but  he  should  move  an  amendment  to  prevent  more 
than  one  Secretary  to  a  mission  in  future. 

The  committee  then  rose  and  reported  the  bill 
with  the  amendments;  which  being  taken  up  in 
the  House  and  agreed  to,  Mr.  Nicholas  renewed 
his  amendment  to  limit  the  salaries  of  Ministers 
Plenipotentiary  to  London.  Paris,  and  Madrid,  to 
nine  thousand  dollars  a  year,  and  all  others  to  four 
thousand  five  hundred  dollars,  and  called  the  veas 
and  nays  upon  it,  which  were  taken  and  resulted, 
yeas  48,  nays  52,  as  follows : 

YiAS — Abraham  Baldwin,  David  Bard,  Lemuel  Ben- 
ton, Thomas  Blount,  Richard  Brent,  Nathan  Bryan, 
Demsey  Surges,  Samuel  J.  Cabell,  Thomas  Claiborne, 
William  Charles  Cole  Claiborne,  Matthew  Clay,  John 
Clopton,  Thomas  T.  Davis,  John  Dawson,  Lucas  El- 
mendorph,  William  Findley,  John  Fowler,  Nathaniel 
Freeman,  jun.,  Albert  Gallatin,  James  Crillespie,  An- 
drew Gregg,  John  A.  Hanna,  Carter  B.  Harrison,  Jon- 
athan N.  HavensL  Joseph  Heister,  David  Hohnes,  Wal- 
ter Jones,  Edwara  Livingston,  Matthew  Locke,  Matthew 
Lyon,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Blair  McClenachan,  Joseph 
McDowell,  John  Milledge,  Anthony  New,  John  Nicho- 
las, Josiah  Parker,  Tompson  J.  Skinner,  Samnel  Smith* 
William  Smith,  Richard 'Sprigg,  jun.,  Ri(diard  Stanford, 
Thomas  Sumter,  Abram  Trigg,  John  Trigg,  Philip  Van 
Cortlandt,  Joseph  B.  Vamum,  and  Abrahun  Venable. 

Nats — John  Allen,  George  Baer,  jun.,  Bailey  Bart- 
lett,  James  A.  Bayard,  David  Brooke,  Stephen  Buliodt, 
Christopher  G.  Champlin,  John  Chapman,  James  Coch- 
ran, Joshua  Coit,  William  Craik,  Samuel  W.  Dana, 
John  Dermis,  George  Dent,  Thomas  Evans,  Abiel  Fos- 
ter, Dwight  Foster,  Jonathan  Freeman,  Henry  Glen, 
Chauncey  Goodrich,  William  Gordon,  Roger  Griswold, 
William  Barry  Grove,  Robert  Goodloe  Harper,  Thomas 
Hartley,  Wm.  Hindman,  Hezekiah  L.  Hosmer,  James 
H.  Imlay,  Samuel  Lyman,  James  Machir,  William  Mat- 
thews, Danid  Morgan,  Lewis  R.  Morris,  Harrison  G. 
Otis,  Isaac  Parker,  John  Reed,  John  Rutledge,  jun., 
James  Schureman,  Samuel  Sewall,  William  Shepan), 
Thomas  Sinnickson,  Samuel  Sitgreaves,  Nathaniel 
Smith,  Peleg  Sprague^  George  Thatcher,  Richard  Tho- 
mas, Mark  Thomson,  Thomas  Tillinghast,  John  E.  Van 
Alen,  Peleg  Wadsworth,  John  Williams,  and  Robert 
Williams. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  then  renewed  his  motion  for  lim- 
itiuff  the  salaries  of  Ministers  to  London,  Paris,  and 
Madrid,  to  nine  thousand  dollars,  and  others  to  six 
thousand  dollars,  and  called  the  yeas  and  nays  upon 
it,  which  were  taken,  and  were  exactly  the  same  as 
upon  the  former  question. 

Mr.  Nicholas  then  made  his  motion  to  confine 
future  missions  to  one  Secretary,  which  was  nega- 
tived—50  to  45. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading  to-morrow. 

Tdesoay,  March  6. 

The  bill  providing  the  means  of  intercourse  with 
foreign  nations,  was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

The  Speakeb  laid  before  the  House  a  communi- 
cation from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  encloe- 
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iDg  a  statement  of  the  exports  of  the  United  States 
from  October  1, 1796,  to  September  30, 1797,  which 
was  ordered  to  he  printed. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate,  with 
a  bill  which  had  originated  in  that  House,  for  the 
amicable  settlement  of  the  claims  of  Qeorgia,  and 
for  the  establishment  of  a  Government  in  the  Mis- 
sissippi Territory,  which  was  read,  and  referred  to 
the  same  tommittee  to  whom  has  been  referred 
the  subject  of  the  Natchez  country. 

Mr.  SiTQREAVEs  moved,  that  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  be  discharged 
from  the  further  consideration  of  the  Message  of 
the  President  of  the  United  Slates,  of  yesterday, 
with  the  documents  accompanying  it,  and  that 
they  be  referred  to  the  select  committee  to  consider 
the  means  for  the  protection  and  defence  of  the 
country^  as  they  had  already  measures  relative  to 
this  sumect  under  consideration.    Agreed  to. 

Mr.  Livingston  moved  the  order  of  the  day  on 
the  bill  supplementary  to  the  act  for  establishing 
the  JudiciaAr  of  the  United  States;  but,  after  some 
objections  from  the  members  from  Connecticut, 
([the  bill  is  intended  to  provide  for  atrial  nowpeud- 
ing  between  citizens  of  the  Stat5  of  New  York 
and  Connecticut,  by  allowing  a  jury  to  be  taken 
from  a  State  uninterested  in  the  cause)  the  subject 
was  postponed  for  a  week. 

Another  message  was  received  from  the  Senate, 
informing  the  House  that  they  have  passed  the 
bill  for  erectinff  a  light-house  and  certain  buuys ; 
and  also  the  biu  for  the  relief  of  the  widows  and 
orphans  of  certain  deceased  officers  and  soldiers, 
both  with  amendments. 

STAMP  DUTIES. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  supplementary  to 
the  act  for  laying  a  duty  on  stamped  vellum, 
parchment,  and  paper,  and  the  clause  for  allowing 
—  per  cent,  on  purchases  of  stamps  to  the  value 
of —  dollars  being  under  consideration, 

Mr.  Harper  proposed  to  fill  the  last  blank  with 
twenty  dollars. 

Mr.  J.  Williams  suggested  the  propriety  of 
making  the  sum  ten  or  twelve  dollars,  instead  of 
twenty. 

Mr.  Harper  thought  that  any  person  purchas- 
ing stamps  for  the  purpose  of  retailing  them, 
would  not  wish  to  do  it  to  a  less  amount  than 
twenty  dollars.  It  was  the  sum  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  recommended. 

Mr.  Thatcher  was  in  favour  of  ten  dollars. 

Mr.  Blount  would  propose  a  motion,  which  he 
supposed  would  supersede  the  present  \  it  was  to 
strike  out  the  first  section  of  the  bill,  as  he  did  not 
approve  of  the  principle  of  it. 

The  question  was  put  and  negatived. 

The  sense  of  the  committee  was  then  taken  on 
filling  the  blank  with  twenty  dollars,  and  negativ- 
ed, there  being  only  twenty-two  votes  for  it. 

Fifteen  and  ten  were  then  proposed. 

Mr.  Blount  said,  to  allow  this  discount  was  to 
lower  the  duty,  and  he  could  not  see  why  those 
who  purchased  a  small  quantity,  ought  not  to 
have  the  same  allowance  with  those  who  pur- 
chased a  larger. 


The  question  on  fifteen  was  negatived ;  and  it 
was  then  taken  on  ten,  and  carried,  there  being 
fifty-six  votes  in  its  favor. 

Mr.  Harper  moved  to  fill  the  blank  fixing  the 
amount  of  the  discount  at  seven  and  a  half. 

Mr.  Blount  thought  two  and  a  half  would  be 
sufficient. 

Mr.  Otis  was  in  favor  of  seven  and  a  half. 

Mr.  Matthews  proposed  ten  per  cent. 

Mr.  Batard  was  of- opinion  that  ten  ought  to 
be  fixed  upon  at  first,  in  order  to  induce  persons  to 
purchase,  and  by  that  means  ^et  the  stamps  well 
distributed.  The  discount  might  afterwards  be 
lowered.  He  believed,  that  in  England  ten  per 
cent,  was  originally  allowed  ;  it  had  since  been 
reduced  to  five. 

Mr.  J.  Williams  was  opposed  to  ten.  He  sup- 
posed merchants,  and  others  using  any  considera- 
ble quantity  of  stamps,  would  always  take  advan- 
tage of  this  discount.  He  thought  seven  and  a 
half  would  be  sufficient. 

Mr.  Blount  said,  it  had  been  observed  that  a 
large  discount  would  facilitate  the  distribution  of 
stamps.  To  do  this,  he  supposed  was  the  duty  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  and  the  Supervisors. 
He  wished  to  know  whether  there  was  anything 
in  this  bill,  or  the  law,  to  prevent  stamps  from 
being  sold  at  a  higher  rate  than  the  law  directed  7 

Mr.  Harper  replied,  that,  by  the  law,  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  was  directed  to  cause  the 
stamps  to  be  distributed  and  sold  all  over  the  coun- 
try, at  the  price  fixed  by  law,  and  no  more,  with- 
out any  charge  for  paper.  And  persons  being 
appointed  all  over  the  country  to  sell  them  at  this 
price,  (for  the  trouble  of  doing  which  they  were 
to  have  an  allowance  not  exceeding^five  per  cent.) 
a  competition  would  be  produced  l)etween  them 
and  persons  who  bought  them  on  their  own  ac- 
count, which  would  be  a  security  against  a  higher 
price  being  demanded,  than  the  real  price  ot  the 
stamp.  Mr.  H.  thought  ten  per  cent,  too  much, 
and  that  seven  and  a  half  would  be  a  proper  al- 
lowance. 

The  question  for  filling  the  blank  with  ten  was 
negatived,  there  being  only  19  votes  in  favor  of  it. 

"  Seven  and  one-half,"  and  "  five,"  were  then 
mentioned. 

Mr.  Gordon  thought  that  five  per  cent,  would 
be  sufficient,  which,  with  other  expenses  attending 
the  business,  would  produce  a  deduction  of  at 
least  ten  per  cent,  from  the  amount  of  the  duty. 

Mr.  A.  Foster  said,  it  ought  to  be  recollected, 
that,  by  allowing  this  discount,  more  money  would 
be  brought  into  the  Treasury  than  the  bare 
amount  of  stamps  really  used  would  amount  to, 
as  not  only  those  made  use  of,  but  those  on  hand 
would  be  paid  for. 

Mr.  Lyon  would  be  willing  to  allow  ten  per 
cent,  if  he  was  assured  that  stamps  would  not  be 
sold  at  a  higher  rate  than  that  at  which  they  are 
stamped ;  but  he  thought  there  was  no  security 
against  this. 

Mr.  Macon  differed  in  opinion  from  gentlemen 
who  thought  this  per  centa^e  would  operate  an 
injury  to  persons  who  used  i>ut  few  stamps,  and 
consequently  could  not  avail  themselves  ^f  the 
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discount.  He  believed  the^  would  be  most  bene- 
fited by  it,  as  shopkeepers  would  be  induced  to 
keep  them  for  the  sake  of  the  profit ;  for  if  they 
could  only  be  had  of  supervisors  and  collectors, 
persons  in  the  country  would,  upon  an  averagej 
nave  to  ride  twenty  miles  for  a  stamp  whenever 
they  had  occasion  to  use  one. 

Mr.  Sewall  said,  it  ought  to  be  considered  that 
persons  purchasing  a  aaantity  of  stamps,  took  upon 
themselyes  the  risk  ol  paying  for  what  they  might 
not  use  or  dispose  of.  Besides,  losses  might  be 
sustained  by  persons  entrusted  to  sell  stamps  by 
commission,  but  none  could  be  had  from  purcha- 
sers, as  cash  was  to  be  paid  at  all  times  for  them. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  said,  that  he  was  in  favor  of  re- 
pealing the  law  altogether ;  but  as  this  could  not 
be  done,  he  wished  to  make  it  as  palatable  as  he 
could.  Nothing  would  render  it  more  odious  than 
to  make  it  difficult  for  the  people  to  obtain  the 
stamps.  He  hoped,  therefore,  a  sufficient  profit 
would  be  allowed  to  induce  storekeepers  in  general 
to  keep  them. 

The  motion  for  filling  the  blank  with  seven  and 
one-half  was  carried  without  a  division* 

The  clause  for  repealing  that  part  of  the  law 
which  laid  a  stamp  duty  upon  debentures,  (which 
was  found  would  operate  very  unequally)  and 
enacting  in  its  stead  that  — — ~  per  cent,  should 
be  retained  in  addition  to  the  one  per  cent  now 
retained  on  drawbacks. 

Mr.  Harper  moved  to  fill  the  blanks  with  three- 
fifths,  which  would  produce  a  sum  equal  to  that 
proposed  to  be  raised  by  the  stamp  duty. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  hoped  the  blank  would  be  with  one 
quarter,  which,  upon  the  debentures  of  last  year, 
would  produce  the  sum  of  $10,000.  This  would 
be  a  direct  tax  upon  the  merchants,  which  they 
could  not  get  repaid  from  their  customers.  He 
had  also  doubts  as  to  the  principle.  Besides,  it 
might  be  forgot,  a  few  years  hence,  that  this  was 
a  compromise  for  a  stamp  duty,  and  these  instru- 
ments might  hereafter  be  taxed. 

Mr.  Harper  had  no  objection  to  one  quarter. 
The  committee  thought  it  a  high  duty;  but  they 
believed  it  right  to  say  what  would  be  equal  to 
the  stamp  tax  proposed. 

Mr.  J.  Williams  renewed  the  motion  for  two- 
fifths.  The  amount  of  drawbacks  allowed  ex- 
ceeded one-third  of  all  the  revenue.  He  had  an 
intention  of  bringing  this  subject  of  drawbacks 
before  the  House  on  some  other  occasion,  in  order 
to  have  some  alteration  introduced  into  it.  He 
thought  two-fifths  ought  to  be  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Sewall  said,  he  had  also  his  doubts  as  to 
the  propriety  of  taxing  debentures,  as  it  was  well 
known  they  were  given  to  secure  the  drawback 
upon  goods  re-exported.  The  export  business  is 
or  ^reat  importance,  and  as  to  the  present  draw- 
backs amounting  to  one-third  of  the  revenue,  this 
was  of  no  consequence,  since  the  duty  on  goods 
imported  are  intended  to  be  paid  by  the  consu- 
mer, and  not  by  the  merchant.  At  present  one 
per  cent,  of  the  duty  is  retained,  which  more  than 
pays  all  the  expenses  attending  the  collection  of 
the  impost  duty.  Two-fifths  per  cent,  would  be 
more  than  the  proportion  which  had  been  ob- 


served in  taxing  of  notes.    He  hoped  one-quarter 
per  cent,  would  be  agreed  to. 

Mr.  J.  Williams  said,  that  though  the  one  per 
cent,  retained  on  drawbacks  paid  the  expense  of 
collecting  the  duties  as  far  as  the  per  centage  on 
the  ad  valorem  amount,  it  did  not  pay  also  for 
weighing,  measuring,  and  gau^ng.  He  had  made 
some  cafculations  on  this  subject,  but  he  had  not 
them  now  before  him.  He  thought  this  drawback 
a  great  advantage  given  to  merchants,  and  he  was 
not  for  lowering  the  proposed  duty. 

Mr.  Lyon  observed,  that  he  had  opposed  the 
stamp  tax  here,  but  he  had  endeavored  to  make  it 
the  best  of  it  to  his  constituents — who  disliked  it 
exceedingly— by  telling  them  that  it  would  fall 
heaviest  on  the  merchants ;  but  if  this  article  was 
to  be  lowered,  this  apology  would  be  done  away. 

Mr.  CoiT  was  in  favor  of  the  quarter  ]j«r  cent. 

Mr.  J.  Williams  moved  that  the  coroimttee 
might  rise ;  but  after  some  observations  he  with-^ 
drew  his  motion. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  said,  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  seemed  to  be  much  concerned  as  to  the 
drawback  allowed  on  goods  re-exported.  The 
two  last  years  left  to  the  revenue  at  one  per  cent, 
an  average  of  $40,000  per  annum.  One  quarter 
per  cent,  additional  would  produce  $10,000  more. 
The  whole  estimate  of  duty  to  be  produced  by 
stamps  was  $100,000;  so  that  upon  one  single 
article  alone  one-tenth  part  of  the  amount  was  to 
be  raised  ;  vet  gentlemen  wished  to  increase  this 
sum  by  $6,000,  though  out  of  eighteen  articles 
upon  which  a  stamp  duty  was  imposed,  thirteen 
or  them  fell  exclusively  upon  the  merchants. 
The  gentleman  from  New  York  needed  not  to  be 
afraid  of  the  landed  interest ;  there  was  scarcely 
anything  in  the  act  which  could  afiect  them.  But 
that  gentleman  was  opposed  to  the  bill,  and  he 
wish^  to  make  it  as  odious  as  possible.  Mr.  S. 
said  his  policy  was  difi*erent ;  smce  it  must  pass, 
he  wished  it  to  be  as  unexceptionable  as  possibles 
as  he  had  now  no  idea  that  the  stamp  law  would 
ever  be  repealed. 

Mr.  Blount  said,  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  had  no  intention  of  lowering  the  duty ; 
they  only  wished  to  equalize  it.  It  was  calculated 
to  produce  upwards  of  $13,000  as  the  law  now 
stands,  and  the  present  proposition  of  an  additional 
deduction  of  two-fifths  would  produce  upwards  of 
$12,000.  He  hoped,  therefore,  two-fifths  would 
be  agreed  to. 

The  question  on  two-fifths  was  put  and  nega- 
tived, there  being  only  twelve  voles  for  it.  One 
quarter  was  then  carried  without  a  division. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  then  moved  to  add  an  additional 
section  to  the  bill  to  this  efiect : 

^<  That  no  note,  other  than  bank  notes,  made  payable 
at  or  within  60  days  from  the  date  thereof,  shall  be  lia- 
ble to  any  stamp  or  doty ;  and  no  bill  of  lading  liable 
to  pay  more  than  ten  cents,  anything  in  the  said  act  to 
the  contrary  notwithstanding." 

Mr.  Sewall  said,  that  the  part  of  the  law 
which  this  clause  went  to  repeal,  imposed  a  duty 
upon  a  set  of  men  who  could  not  reimburse  it. 
The  duties  laid  upon  merchants  were  generally 
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oonsidered  as  refuuded  to  them  by  the  public ;  bat 
in  this  case  no  such  reimbursement  could  take 
place.  Our  merchants  had  been  greatly  injured, 
It  is  well  knowD,  by  the  spoliations  committed 
upon  our  commerce  by  the  French,  and  many  of 
them  are  consequently  under  considerable  emoar- 
imssmenta,  and  being  under  the  necessity  of  con- 
tinuing their  contracts  from  time  to  time,  would 
be  obliged  to  pay  a  high  duty  upon  renewing  their 
notes.  This  would  add  to  the  hardships  they 
already  suffer.  As  to  bills  of  lading,  he  always 
thought  the  daty  excessive,  and  hoped  the  amend- 
ment would  be  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Champlin  complained  that  merchants  and 
bankers  (who  are  often  the  same  persons)  are 
taxed  in  a  three-fold  degree.  Many  of  them  are 
stockholders,  and  their  certificates  pay  a  duty ; 
bank  notes  are  also  taxed,  and  if  they  borrow 
money  they  pay  a  duty  on  their  notes  or  bonds. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  believed  it  would  be  proper  to 
divide  the  question. 

It  was  accordingly  divided,  and  the  former  part 
was  under  consideration,  when 

Mr.  Harper  said,  the  gentleman  from  Rhode 
Island  seemed  to  confound  a  bank  as  an  institu- 
tion with  the  individuals  who  compose  that  insti- 
tution. Individuals  may  doubtless  pay  taxes  in 
three  or  thirty  different  ways ;  but  he  could  not 
see  the  force  of  this  observation.  With  respect  to 
the  motion  itself,  he  believed  it  ought  not  to  be 
adopted.  He  could  not  see  why  notes  at  60  days 
should  not  pay  a  duty,  though  he  diJ  see  why 
they  ought  not  to  pay  so  high  a  duty  as  others, 
which  was  the  reason  why  the  distinction  haa 
been  made  in  their  favor.  The  merchants  were 
the  mere  payers  of  this  duly,  as  they  would  charge 
it  upon  tneir  merchandise  in  the  same  way  as 
they  charged  other  duties  and  expenses.  He  saw 
no  reason  why  the  alteration  should  be  made  with 
respect  to  bills  of  lading. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  observed  that  it  was  very  diffi- 
cult to  convince  theoretical  gentlemen  of  their 
errors.  Practical  men  will  tell  you  that  it  is  im- 
possible to  charge  these  duties  to  their  customers. 
There  was  a  doty  charged  on  instruments  which 
admitted  lawyers  to  practice ;  he  wished  to  know 
how  the^  could  be  charged  to  their  clients  7  When 
this  subject  was  originally  before  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  after  well  considering  the 
subject,  sixty  days  notes  were  excluded;  but  when 
the  bill  came  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole, 

Sentlemen,  desirous  of  defeating  the  bill,  intro- 
uced  such  things  into  it  as  might  have  a  tenden- 
cy to  damn  it,  and  this  was  the  reason  why  sixty 
days  notes  were  introduced.  These  notes,  he  said. 
did  not  come  under  the  design  of  other  bonds  ana 
notes.  They  were  now  become  the  passing  me- 
dium of  this  country.  To  tax  them  was  the  same 
«s  to  tax  every  dollar  that  went  through  his  hands, 
as  all  purchases  and  sales  were  made  by  notes  ot 
this  description.  Mr.  S.  said  he  was  aware  of 
the  difficulty  of  impressing  a  body  like  this,  in 
which  there  b  so  little  commercial  interest,  with 
the  impropriety  and  hardship  of  a  measure  of  this 
kind.  And  as  insignificant  as  some  gentlemen 
might  think  this  duty,  he  could  inform  the  com- 


mittee that  one  merchant  in  Baltimore  had  gone 
into  a  calculation  of  what  the  stamp  duty  would 
stand  him  in,  and  he  supposed  it  would  be  at  last 
800  dollars ;  and  a  hous^  m  Philadelphia  had  in- 
formed him  that  their  stamp  duties  would  amount 
to  1,200  dollars,  of  which  they  would  never  be  able 
to  get  a  cent  from  their  customers. 

Mr.  Harper  could  not  help  congratulating  the 
House  upon  this  information.  He  hoped  there 
would  be  many  persons  of  ihe  description  which 
the  gentleman  from  Maryland  had  mentioned. 
If  so,  this  tax  would  prove  an  extensive  source  of 
reyenue.  With  respect  to  the  lawyers,  he  believ- 
ed they  might  be  safely  trusted  to  get  back  what- 
ever they  paid. 

After  Mr.  Champlin  had  said  a  few  words  in 
reply  to  Mr.  Harper,  the  question  was  taken 
on  each  part  of  the  section  separately,  aad  nega- 
tived. 

Mr.  J.  Williams  then  moved  an  additional  sec- 
tion, to  exclude  from  duty  all  bonds,  bills,  and 
notes  under  $50 ;  which  was  negatived  without 
debate. 

The  committee  then  rose,  the  House  agreed  to 
the  amendments,  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  for  a  tnird  reading  to-morrow. 


Weonesdat,  March  7. 

The  bill  to  amend  the  act  for  laying  a  duty  on 
stamped  vellum,  parchment,  and  paper,  was  read 
the  third  time  and  passed. 

A  bill  was  reported  for  continuing  in  force  the 
law  for  prohibiting  for  a  limited  time  the  export- 
ation of  arms  and  ammunition,  and  committed  for 
to-morrow. 

The  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  for 
erecting  a  light-house  on  Eaton's  Neck,  and  for 
placing  certain  buoys  in  the  places  therein  men- 
tioned, were  taken  up  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  J.  Parker  stated  that  (owing  to  his  late 
indisposition)  he  was  not  in  the  House  when  the 
bill  ror  erecting  a  light-house  on  Eaton's  Neck 
was  passed ;  but  as  he  had  received  instructions 
from  the  merchants  of  Norfolk  to  endeavor  to  get  a 
li^ht-house  erected  on  Old  Point  Comfort,  in  Vir- 
ginia, he  should  propose  a  resolution  which  would 
direct  the  Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manu- 
factures to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  erecting 
such  a  light-house.  He  accordingly  presented  a 
resolution  to  that  effect ;  which  was  agreed  to. 

RELIEF  OP  WIDOWS  AND  ORPHANS. 

The  House  took  up  the  amendment  from  the 
Senate  to  the  bill  providing  relief  for  the  widows 
and  orphans  of  certain  deceased  officers  and  sol- 
diers, which  proposed  to  strike  out  that  part  which 
relates  to  the  widows  and  orphans  of  militia 
officers. 

Mr.  D.  Foster  hoped  this  amendment  would 
be  concurred  in,  as  the  part  proposed  to  be  struck 
out  introduced  a  new  principle ;  and  if  it  were  not 
concurred  in  the  bill  would  probably  be  lost. 

Mr.  W.  Claiborne  said,  the  services  of  our 
militia  officers  were  certainlv  as  valuable  to  the 
country  as  those  of  the  regular  army,  and  justice 
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and  policy  required  that  the  same  attentton  should 
be  paid  to  their  widows  and  orphans.  In  case  of 
danger,  he  supposed  the  militia  of  the  country 
were  principally  to  be  relied  upon,  and  he  thought 
it  would  not  be  good  policy  to  reject  a  provision 
intended  for  the  relief  of  widows  and  orphans  of 
militia  officers,  in  case  they  should  fall  in  the  de- 
fence of  their  countrT.  He  would  rather  the  bill 
was  rejected  altogetner  than  that  partial  justice 
should  thus  be  done ;  but  he  hoped,  if  the  amend- 
ment was  disamed  to,  and  a  conference  took 
place  between  the  two  Houses,  the  Senate  would 
recede  from  this  amendment. 

Mr.  Harper  did  not  think  the  amendment 
ou^t  to  be  concurred  in  from  a  fear  of  losing  the 
bill,  because,  if  the  Senate  persisted  in  their  amend- 
ment, the  House  could  afterwards  determine  whe- 
ther they  would  agree  to  it  or  lose  the  bill. 

Mr.  GoRuoN  was  in  favor  of  the  amendment 
from  the  Senate.  He  thought  there  was  a  strong 
reason  why  relief  should  be  given  to  the  family 
of  an  officer  in  the  army  in  preference  to  an 
officer  in  the  militia.  When  a  man  went  into  the 
army  he  ^ave  up  all  other  business,  and,  of  course, 
if  he  fell  in  his  country's  service,  his  widow  and 
children  were  left  destitute.  It  was  not  so  with 
the  militia. 

Mr.  T.  Claiborne  thought  this  an  extraordi- 
nary reason  for  agreeing  to  the  amendment;  for 
though  militia  men  were  not  constantly  in  ser- 
vice, they  were  frequently  called  upon  at  a  time 
when  to  leave  their  plantations  was  attended  with 
great  loss  and  inconvenience ;  and  if  the  officers 
of  the  army  were  in  constant  employ,  they  also 
received  constant  and  ffood  pay, 

Mr.  FiNDLEY  wished  as  much  as  any  man  that 
widows  and  orphans  of  militia  officers  should  be 

Brovided  for,  but  because  he  could  not  obtain  re- 
ef for  them,  he  should  not  wish  to  deny  it  to 
other  unfortunate  families. 

Mr.  CoiT  said,  it  was  his  opinion,  that  the 
widows  and  orphans  of  deceased  militia  officers 
ought  to  be  provided  for,  but  the  present  bill  was 
not  the  proper  place  of  doing  it,  as  this  bill  was 
intended  only  to  make  more  complete  a  forftier 
taw^  which  did  not  contain  anything  respecting 
militia  officers.  If  this  was  a  genersu  provision, 
the  clause  in  favor  of  militia  officers  might  have 
been  proper. 

Mr.  Lyon  could  not  concur  in  the  amendment 
of  tbe  Senate.  Jealousies  already  existed  among 
the  people  that  the  Federal  Government  had  a 
preference  for  a  standing  army,  to  the  discou- 
ragement of  the  militia,  and  to  concur  in  the 
amendment  would  strengthen  those  jealousies. 
The  militia  officers,  he  said,  are  as  respectable  a 
set  of  men  as  any  in  the  community,  and  ou^ht 
not  to  be  offendea.  He  would  rather  lose  the  bill 
altogether  than  strike  out  the  militia  officers. 

The  Senate's  amendment  was  disagreed  to. 

HEALTH  OFFICER  FOR  MARYLAND. 

The  House  went  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  bill  to  continue  in  force  the  law  de- 
claring the  consent  of  Congress  to  the  law  ap- 
pointing a  health  officer  for  the  State  of  Maryland. 


The  bill  was  agreed  to  without  debate  or  aioend* 
ment,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  to- 
morrow. 

IMPRISONMENT  FOR  DEBT. 

Mr.  N.  Smith  called  for  the  order  of  the  day  on 
the  report  on  the  subject  of  making  some  altera- 
tions m  the  execution  of  the  law  for  the  relief  of 
persons  imprisoned  for  debt ;  which  being  agreed 
to,  the  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  that  subject,  and  the  report  was 
read  as  follows : 

^*  The  committee  i^pointed  to  inquire  into  the  expe* 
diency  of  making  alterations  in  the  act  for  the  relief  of 
persons  imprisoned  for  debt,  beg  leave  to  report :  That, 
m  their  opinion,  the  said  act  ought  to  be  so  amended  as  to 
extend  its  provisions,  in  express  terms,  to  persons  im- 
prisoned in  civil  causes  at  the  suit  of  the  United  States ; 
also,  that  the  several  District  Judges  ought  to  be  au- 
thorized to  issue  their  warrants,  commanding  the  jailers 
to  bring  the  prisoners  before  them,  at  such  time  and 
place  as  they  shall  think  proper  to  appoint,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  executing  the  business  assigned  them  by  the  said 
act  And  in  case  of  prisoners  confined  in  the  dties  of  Phi- 
ladelphia, New  York,  Boston,  Baltimore,  and  Charles- 
ton, the  Judges  ought  to  be  empowered  to  appoint  two 
commissioners  to  do  the  business,  under  the  said  act, 
when  it  shall  be  inconvenient  for  the  Judges  to  attend 
on  the  said  business,  by  reason  of  other  judicial  duties, 
absence,  sickness,  or  inability.  Your  committee  are  also 
of  opinion  that  provision  ought  to  be  made  by  law,  for 
the  support  of  poor  prisoners  during  their  confinement, 
previous  to  taking  the  oath  provided  for  them  by  the 
said  act" 

On  motion,  the  report  was  amended  by  striking 
out  Philadelphia,  New  York,  &c.,  making  the 
provision  general. 

Mr.  Livingston  observed,  that  he  supposed  this 
report  would  go  further  than  was  mtended.  When 
this  business  was  first  introduced,  on  the  petition 
of  William  Bell,  the  Committee  of  Commerce  and 
Manufactures  reported  to  the  House  that  one  of 
two  courses  might  be  taken,  either  to  give  relief 
specially  to  the  petitioner,  or  admit  the  principle 
now  recommended.  The  objections  they  had  to 
the  latter  course  were  strongly  fortified  by  the 
letter  of  the  Attorney  Greneral  of  the  United 
States,  who  was  strongly  of  opinion,  that  though 
the  United  States  were  not  specially  named,  they 
were  bound  by  this  act  What  then,  would  l^ 
the  effect  of  the  doctrine  arising  out  of  an  adop- 
tion of  this  re|)ort?  It  would  be,  that  in  cases 
where  the  United  States  are  not  named,  they 
are  not  bound,  directly  contrary  to  the  opin* 
ion  of  the  Attorney  Greneral.  If  it  did  not 
establish  that  opinion,  it  would,  however,  haye 
a  tendency  to  establish  it,  though  this  House 
had  not  at  all  examined  the  opinion.  Indeed,  the 
opinion  of  the  Attorney  General  of  this  State  was 
directly  different  The  Committee  of  Commerce 
and  Manufactures  thought^  therefore,  that  it  would 
be  best  that  a  determination  should  first  be  had 
in  the  Supreme  Court,  upon  which  the  Legisla* 
ture  might  act ;  but  that  any  previous  proceedinji^ 
would  not  have  the  certainty  which  such  deci- 
sions ou^ht  to  haye. 

Mr.  N.  Smitb  said,  it  was  truediere  wfis  a  dif* 
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ference  of  opiDion  in  respect  to  the  iDsolvent  Law, 
as  it  respects  debtors  of  the  United  States.  The 
District  Judge  of  this  State  is  of  opinioa  that  the 
United  States  are  not  bound,  except  mentioned  by 
name.  In  consequence  of  this  opinionof  the  District 
Judge,  several  debtors  have  long  been  confined  in 
jail,  tnough  it  is  agreed  on  all  hands  they  are 
worth  nothing.  It  was  true,  he  said,  the  Attor- 
ney General  of  the  United  States  is  of  a  different 
opinion,  and  the  District  Attorney  concurred  with 
bun.  Mr.  S.  said  he  was  himself  of  opinion  that 
the  United  States  were  bound  by  law,  whether 
expressly  named  or  not;  but  as  this  difference  of 
opmion  was  the  means  of  keeping  their  persons  in 

Srison^  he  thought  it  best  to  extend  the  provision, 
for  did  he  believe,  that  in  doing  this,  tne  House 
would  implicitly  adopt  the  doctrine  of  the  Dis- 
trict Judge.  This  would  depend  upon  the  word- 
ing of  the  bill.  It  might  be  expressed  in  the  pre- 
amble of  the  bill,  that  the  law  was  passed  to  clear 
up  doubts,  &.C.,  which  would  avoid  such  a  con- 
elusion. 

The  report  was  agreed  to,  and  the  committee 
was  directed  to  report  a  bill  accordingly. 
USEFUL  ARTS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Coit,  the  House  went  into 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  in  addition 
to,  and  alteration  of,  an  act  to  promote  the  pro- 
gress of  useful  arts,  and  to  repeal  the  act  hereto- 
fore made  for  that  purpose.  This  bill  proposes  to 
repeal  the  ninth  and  tenth  sections  of  the  present 
law,  and  to  add  a  section  inflicting  a  penalty  on 
any  person  who  shall  make,  use,  deyise,  or  sell 
anything,  the  exclusive  right  of  which  has  been 
secured  by  patent. 

Some  aebate  took  place  as  to  the  propriety  of 
striking  out  the  ninth  and  tenth  sections  of  the 
present  law,  which  provide  for  a  reference  to  arbi- 
trators, when  two  or  more  persons  apply  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  for  patents  for  the  same 
invention,  and  for  redress  in  case  of  any  person 
obtaining  a  patent  for  an  invention  to  which  he 
is  not  entitled.  Mr.  Gordon  moved  to  strike  out 
the  first  section.  After  some  debate,  Messr?. 
Gordon  and  Sewall  being  in  favor  of  retaining 
the  ninth  and  tenth  sections,  and  Messrs.  Coit  and 
Livingston  for  repealing  them,  the  question 
for  striking  out  the  first  section  was  negatived — 
35  to  30. 

Mr.  Livingston  then  moved  an  additional 
section  allowing  the  legal  representatives  of  any 
person,  entitled  to  a  patent,  to  obtain  it ;  which 
was  agreed  to. 

The  committee  then  rose,  and  the  House  took 
up  the  amendments  and  agreed  to  them. 

Mr.  Gordon  again  moved  to  strike  out  the  first 
section,  and  Mr.  Sewall  called  the  yeas  and 
nays  upon  the  question ;  but  as  one  fifth  of  the 
members  did  not  rise  in  favor  of  this  motion,  it 
was  not  carried. 

Mr.  Sewall  then  stated  that  he  had  no  partic- 
ular wish  to  have  the  yeas  and  nays  taken ;  he 
wished  only  to  call  the  attention  of  members  to 
the  question. 

The  question  for  striking  out  the  first  section 
was  then  put  and  carried — 37  to  33. 


The  bill  was  recommitted  to  the  select  commit- 
tee, and  two  members  added. 


Thursday,  March  8. 

The  bill  to  continue  in  force,  for  a  limited  time^ 
an  act  declaring  the  consent  of  Congress  to  the 
act  of  Maryland  appointing  a  health  officer,  was 
read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Livingston,  the  House  re- 
solved itself  into  a  Committee  or  the  Whole  on 
the  report  of  the  select  committee  on  the  amend- 
ments of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
refugees  from  Canada  and  Nova  Scotia,  and  the 
report  having  been  agreed  to,  the  committee  rose, 
and  the  bill  was  re-committed  to  a  select  com- 
mittee. 

ENTRY  OP  STILLS. 

Mr.  Dennis  moved  that  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  to  whom  was  re/erred  the  bill  to  alter 
the  manner  of  making  entries  of  stills,  be  dis- 
charged from  a  further  consideration  of  the  sub- 
ject, and  that  the  following  resolution  be  referred 
to  tne  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means : 

**  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
be  instructed  to  report  a  bill  altering  the  time  of  enter- 
ing stills  from  the  month  of  June  to  the  months  of  Au- 
gust and  September." 

Mr.  D.  said  his  reasons  for  making  this  motion 
were  these :  He  found  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury had  obiections  to  the  doing  away  the  annual 
entry  of  stills,  as  he  looked  upon  the  reg[ulation  as 
essential  to  the  security  of  the  collection  of  the 
revenue,  and  to  a  due  control  over  the  collectors. 
Mr.  D.  tbuod  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
had  differed  in  opinion  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  and  had  reported  a  bill,  which  had  been 
found  to  contain  provisions  more  objectionable 
than  the  annual  entry.  As  he  believed  it  would  be 
impossible  to  do  away  the  annual  entry,  he  wished 
to  make  such  alterations  in  it,  as  should  make  it 
less  objectionable.  He  believed  this  would  be  ef- 
fected by  altering  the  time  of  making  the  entry,  in 
the/nanner  proposed  by  the  resolution  which  he 
had  offered  to  the  House,  as  in  those  months  dis- 
tillers had  occasion  to  take  out  their  licenses,  and 
they  could  make  the  entry  required  at  the  same 
time. 

Mr.  Macon  suggested  whether  it  would  not  be 
more  agreeable  to  the  usual  manner  of  proceeding, 
to  re-commit  the  bill  to  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  with  an  instruction  to  report  in  tne 
way  proposed. 

Mr.  Harper  seconded  the  motion  to  commit  the 
bill ;  because  he  was  convinced  that  no  plan  for 
abandoning  the  annual  entry  could  be  adopted, 
without  introducing  regulations  which  would  be 
more  inconvenient  than  the  entry  itself.  He 
thought  it  would  be  proper,  therefore,  to  inquire 
whether  a  different  period  might  not  be  adopted, 
which  would  be  more  convenient  to  distillers  for 
making  the  entry ;  as  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury was  of  opinion  that  if  a  different  time  for  every 
different  district  in  the  United  States  was  fixed 
upon,  if  it  should  be  found  more  accommodating 
to  individuals,  it  would  not  be  auepded  witb  any 
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material  incoDTeoience  in  the  collection  of  the 
duty. 

Mr.  Dennis  had  no  objection  to  this  course  being 
taken,  and  the  bill  was  re-committed  to  the  Com- 
mUtee  of  Ways  and  Means,  with  instructions  gen- 
erally, to  report  a  new  bill. 

CITY  OF  WASHINGTON. 
Mr.  Craik,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  enclosinc^  the  memorial  of  the  Commis- 
sioners appointed  under  the  act  for  establishing  the 
temporary  and  permanent  seat  of  Qorernment  of 
the  United  States,  representing  the  situation  of  the 
city  of  Washington,  and  requesting  Legislative 
assistance,  reported  a  resolution  for  the  adoption  of 
the  House,  appropriating  9^00,000  for  the  comple- 
tion of  the  buildings  now  carrying  on  in  the  city 
of  Washington,  provided  that  not  more  than  one- 
third  thereof  be  expended  in  any  one  year.  Re- 
ferred to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Monday. 

SUNDRY  BILLS. 

The  House  severally  resolved  itself  into  Com- 
mittees of  the  Whole,  on  the  following  bills : 

The  act  declaring  the  assent  of  Congress  to  an 
act  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  for  keeping  in 
repair  a  pier  in  Kennebunk  river  ; 

The  bill  limiting  the  time  within  which  claims 
ajB;ainst  the  United  States  for  credits  on  their  books 
shall  be  made ;  and 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Sylvanus  Crowell. 

All  which  bilb  were  agreed  to  in  Committees 
of  the  Whole,  and  in  the  House,  without  debate, 
and  were  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  read- 
ing to-morrow. 

SICK  AND  DISABLED  SEAMEN. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Livingston,  the  House  re- 
solved itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  bill  for  the  relief  of  sick  and  disabled  seamen ; 
when,  after  some  conversation  on  the  subject  of 
the  Marine  Hospital,  proposed  to  be  established 
by  this  bill,  as  to  the  best  manner  of  securing  a 
support  of  it  from  the  whole  body  of  sailors  of  the 
United  States,  a  proposition  was  adopted,  enacting, 
"  that  every  owner  or  master  of  a  vessel  arriving 
from  a  foreign  port  into  any  port  of  the  United 
States,  shall,  before  the  vessel  is  permitted  to  be 

entered,  pay  cents  per  month  during  their 

voyage,  for  every  man  whom  he  has  on  board  his 
vessel,  which  he  shall  be  authorized  to  retain  out 
of  their  wages."  The  committee  then  rose,  and 
the  bill  was  re -committed  to  the  select  committee, 
to  make  it  conformable  to  this  principle. 

•     PROTECTION  OF  COMMERCE. 

Mr.  Sewall,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  so  much  of  the  President's  Speech  i.s  re- 
lates  to  the  protection  of  our  commerce  and  the 
defence  of  our  country,  and  also  the  Message  of 
the  President  of  Monday  last,  reported  in  part  as 
follows : 

That,  considering  the  increasing  dingers  which  threat- 
en the  peace  and  secarity  of  the  United  Stites,  and  to 
which  their  extensive  eeacoast,  and  their  domestic  as  well 
aa  foreign  commerce,  are  alarmingly  exposed,  the  neces  • 


sarj  proviidoDs  of  a  maritime  defence  ought  to  receive  the 
earnest  and  immediate  attention  of  Congress ;  and  especi- 
ally, recommend  a  concurrence  without  delay  in  the  res- 
olutions now  before  the  House  of  ReprewntatiTes,  report- 
ed to  them  on  the  12th  day  of  January  last.* 

The  committee  further  report,  that  a  considerable  sum 
remains  unexpended  of  the  sums  heretofore  appropriated 
for  fortifying  the  ports  and  harbors  of  the  United  States, 
as  appears  by  the  statement  from  the  Department  of  War, 
exhibited  herewith  :  and  that,  in  the  opinion  of  the  com- 
mittee, a  further  appropriation,  and  a  more  vigorous  regard 
to  this  important  object,  has  become  immediately  ne- 
cessary. 

They  further  report,  that  in  the  view  which,  on  se- 
veral occasions,  this  committee  have  taken  of  the  subject  of 
providing  a  naval  armament,  they  have  not  failed  to  oi)8erve 
the  apparently  enormous  expenses,  and  unaccountable  de- 
lays,  which  have  attended  every  attempt  of  this  kind.  It 
has  appeared  to  them  that  a  better  economy  might  be  in- 
troduced in  this  branch  of  the  public  expenditure,  by  es- 
tablishing, in  the  War  Department,  some  efficient  officer 
who  should  be  employed  in  the  immediate  superintendence 
of  the  naval  concerns  of  the  United  States. 

The  Department  of  War,  as  at  present  established,  is 
unsuitable  to  this  purpose,  especially  considering  its  sta^. 
tionary  situation,  and  how  much  it  is  occupied  by  nume- 
rous cares  of  a  nature  very  dififerent. 

On  these  subjects,  they  recommend  the  following 
resolutions  to  be  adopted,  viz : 

Resolved,    That  the  sum  of ,  in  addition  to 

the  sum  of  — —  remaining  unexpended  of  former  ap- 
propriations,  be  appropriated  to  fortifying  the  ports  and 
harbors  of  the  United  States. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  established  in  the  Depart- 
ment of  War,  a  Commissioner  of  Marine,  who  shall 
have  charge  of  the  construction,  equipment,  and  supplies 
of  the  public  vessels  of  the  United  States,  and  all  other 
matters  relating  to  their  naval  concerns,  which  shall  be 
entrusted  to  him,  according  to  law. 

War  Office,  Feb.  27,  1798. 

Si  a :  The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  *'80  much 
of  the  President's  Speech  as  relates  to  the  protection  of 
commerce  and  the  defence  of  the  country, ''  desire  to 
know  the  amount  of  the  money  expended  since  the  last 
session  of  Congress  on  the  maritime  fortifications,  and 
whether,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Secretary  at  War,  any 
further  appropriation  is  required  for  the  same  object* 
The  following  information  and  remarks,  are  therefore 
reinpectiuUy  submitted  : 

That  there  remained  unexpended  of  the  preceding 
appropriation  for  maritime  fortifications,  on  the  6th 
June,  1797 $S2,066  58 

Appropriations  of  June,  33,  1797     -        115,000  00 

$137,065  68 


*  The  purport  of  these  resolutiona  was  as  fbllowi,  vix : 

The  first  recommeDdt  the  appmpriaiiun  of  Uie  tura  of  ^— dol- 
lan  fur  completing  and  equipping  for  sea  ihn  three  frfgait-s. 

The  second,  for  the  sum  of dollars  for  the  pay  and  iubsial- 

ence.for  the  lenn  of  one  year,  of  the  officrrs  and  crews  on  board  the 
said  frigates,  and  ^—  dollars  for  ammunition,  &c. 

The  ihird,  to  authorise  the  President  to  procure,  whenever  in  Iris 
opinion  ihn  situation  of  the  country  shall  require  it,  not  exceeding 
— —  vessel)!,  suitable  to  be  employed  for  the  protection  of  our  sea- 
eooMs,  and  to  catwe  the  same  to  be  armed  and  equipped,  on  the  same 
terras  aa  are  directed  for  the  naval  armament,  and  that  there  beap> 
propriaied,  not  excepding dollars  for  the  purpose. 

The  fourth  proposes  to  authorize  the  President  to  establish,  In 
some  eligible  situation,  a  foundry,  to  be  employed  in  casting  <4 
cannon  for  the  use  of  Government,  and  that  — ~  dollars  be  appro- 
priated for  the  purchase  of  a  necessary  bullJin?  and  matenialt, 
and  10  defray  other  expenses  attending  the  est^iahment.. 
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Thit  of  this  sam  there  has  been  expended,  vix  : 

At  Mud  Island        ....  $33,64087 

Baltimore 188  93 

Charleeton 9,978  00 

Port-mouth,  N.  H.,  (balance  of  ac- 
count)          488  46 

Newbem,  (on  account  of  balance)    -  800  00 

Norfolk,  (balance  of  account)           -  266  50 

Ht  Mary's,  Georgia,  (do)        -        -  4,018  89 


Balance  iinex()ended  Feb.  37, 1797 


39,881  65 
97,683  93 


$137,065  58 

The  committee  will  perceive  that  the  principal  sum  ex- 
pended since  the  last  session  has  been  upon  Fort  Mifflin, 
in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania.  This  fortress,  from  several 
considerations,  seemed  entitled  to  particular  attention. 
The  ground  on  which  it  stands,  and  necessary  to  it,  has 
been  ceded  to  the  United  States.  The  works,  as  &r  as  they 
have  been  erected,  were  composed  of  good  materials,  and 
put  together  in  such  a  manner  as  to  promise  long  dura- 
tion and  utility.  An  experiment  had  likewise  shown 
where  the  works  were  most  vulnerable,  and  that  this 
fortress  may  be  rendered  competent  with  certain  auxiliary 
works,  to  afford  essential  protection  to  an  important  com- 
mercial dty,  against  the  operations  of  a  powerful  naval 
armament.  It  has  therefore  been  deemed  proper,  under 
the  trust  committed  to  me  by  the  President,  to  contem- 
plate completing  this  fortress  as  expeditiously  as  possible. 

The  Secretary  has  suggested,  on  a  former  reference, 
that  to  derive  real  advantage  from  any  considerable  ex- 
penditure of  money  for  completing  the  seaboard  for- 
tresses, the  military  establishment  should  be  such,  as  to 
admit  of  their  being  occupied  by  garrisons  equal  to  keep- 
ing them  in  a  tenable  situation,  and  to  the  preservation 
of  their  stores  and  artillery.  It  is  certain,  that  this  can- 
not be  done  by  militia,  unless  when  called  into  actual 
service,  and  t  lat  no  part  of  the  regular  force  employed 
on  the  western  frontiers  can  be  transferred  from  thence 
for  such  purposes,  without  endangering  the  peace  of  the 
Union,  and  opening  the  way,  in  that  quarter,  to  the  im- 
mediate execution  of  projects  and  enterprises,  contrary  to 
law  and  treaties,  and  subversive  of  all  order  and  govern- 
ment. It  is  but  too  evident  also  that  the  course  of  things 
and  circumstances,  peculiar  to  the  frontiers,  shuts  out 
any  well  founded  expectation,  that  we  have  approached 
near  to  the  time  when  the  militaiy  force  may  be  safely 
dimmished  or  withdrawn. 

Independent,  therefore,  of  considerations  resulting  from 
our  present  situation,  with  respect  to  foreign  nations,  it 
would  appear  necessary  and  proper,  that  the  seaboard 
fortifications  should  be  generally  improved,  and  this  de- 
fence of  our  country  rendered,  respectable,  and  also  that 
tiie  Army  should  be  proportionably  augmented.  A  re- 
gard to  ultimate  economy  will  require,  that  such  of  the 
fortifications  as  may  be  always  important  to  the  general 
defence,  should  be  constructed,  like  Fort  Mifflin,  of  the 
most  durable  materials. 

It  may  be  proper  to  mention,  that,  besides  the  want  of 
men  to  garrison  these  forts,  there  is  another  difficulty 
which  it  is  desirable  should  be  removed.  But  few  of  the 
States  have  made  cessions  of  land,  on  which  forts  have 
been  or  ought  to  be  erected  for  the  protection  of  their 
harbors,  a  circumstance  calculated  to  impede  such  under- 
*  takings,  and  embarrass  the  intentions  of  Government  to 
provide  for  their  defence.  Neither  is  it  knowd  to  the 
Secretary  that  any  of  the  States  which  were  found  indebt* 


ed  to  the  United  States,  on  a  settlement  of  the  accounta 
between  them  and  the  respective  States,  have  thought  of 
availing  themselves  of  the  3d  section  of  the  <<  act  to  pro- 
vide for  the  further  defence  of  the  ports  and  harbors  of 
the  United  States,"  passed  the  S3d  June,  1797.* 

The  committee  will  perceive,  that  many  goad  caoaea 
have  prevented  a  greater  expenditure  of  the  appropriations, 
and  that  while  these  continue  to  exist,  they  must  interrupt 
the  completion  of  our  maritime  defence  by  fortifications. 
With  respect  to  the  last  inquiry  of  the  committee,  a  full 
consideration  of  all  ctroumstanoes,  induces  the  Secretary  to 
an  opinion  that  a  further  appropriation  should  be  made^ 
tc  be  in  readiness,  and  commensurate  to  meet  sndi  a  state 
of  thmgs,  as  may  require  our  ports  and  harbors  to  be 
promptly  and  completely  fortified,  whether  proper  sites 
be  ceided  or  not  by  the  States  more  iomiediately  con- 
cerned. With  great  respect,  I  am,  sir,  your  meet  obedient 
servant, 

JAMES  M'HENRY. 

^JAML.  Sewall,  Esq.  Chairman 
of  the  Committee,  d&c. 

The  report  having  been  read,  a  motion  was 
made  to  refer  it  to  the  same  Committee  of  the 
Whole  to  whom  has  been  referred  a  former  report 
on  this  subject. 

Mr.  Harper  believed  it  would  be  most  proper 
to  refer  all  these  subjects  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  as  this  was  a 
committee  which  had  always  a  preference  to  all 
others.  He  therefore  moved  to  discharge  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  who  had  heretofore  had 
this  business  under  consideration,  in  order  to  refer 
the  whole  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
Slate  of  the  Union. 

Agreed  to,  and  referred  accordingly. 


Friday,  March  9. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate  in- 
forming the  House  that  they  had  receded  from  their 
amendment  to  the  bill  providing  relief  for  the 
widows  and  orphans  of  certain  deceased  officers. 
This  was  a  proposition  to  strike  out  *^  militia  offi- 
cers ;"  which  being  receded  from,  relief  will  now 
be  granted  to  the  widows  and  orphans  of  militia 
officers. 

The  following  bills  were  read  the  third  time, 
and  passed,  viz : 

The  bill  declaring  the  assent  of  Congress  to  an 
act  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts ; 

The  bill  limiting  the  time  within  which  claims 
acainst  the  United  States  for  credits  on  the  books 
of  the  Treasury  shall  be  presented  for  allowance ; 
which  was  fixed  for  the  1st  of  March,  1799 ;  and 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Sylvanus  Crowell. 

Mr.  Gillespie   proposed  a  resolution  for  in- 


*  *'  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  Presidsot  of  the  United 
Suies  be.  and  he  it  herebv,  eiupowered  to  authorise  aojr  of  the 
States  which  were  found  ludebted  to  the  United  States,  on  a  seule. 
raent  of  the  accounts  l^etween  them  and  the  respective  State*,  to 
expeocL  under  his  direction,  tlie  sums  respectively  due  from  them 
in  fortifyine  their  ports  and  hart)ors ;  and  the  sums  which  may  b« 
so  expended  shall  be  pasted  to  the  credit  of  the  said  SiatM,  on  ac- 
count of  the  iNilances  found  and  reported  by  the  coDunissiooert  for 
settling  the  accounts  between  the  United  States  and  the  indl* 
Tidual  States,  to  be  due  from  the  said  States  to  the  United  Sutes: 
Pravididf  The  said  Sutes  shall  and  do  cede  to  the  United  Stattt 
the  lands  and  places  on  which  such  fortifications  shall  be  so  erected^ 
In  cases  where  the  lands  are  the  property  of  such  States." 
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strncting  the  Committee  of  Commerce  and  Man- 
ufactures to  ioquire  into  the  expediency  of  pass- 
ing a  law  declaring  the  assent  of  Congress  to  the 
appointment  of  a  health  officer  at  Wilmington,  in 
North  Carolina,  and  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise ; 
which  was  agreed  to. 

Another  message  was  received  from  the  Senate 
informing  the  House  that  they  insisted  upon  their 
amendment,  which  had  been  disagreed  to  by  this 
House,  to  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  refugees  from 
Canada  and  Nova  Scotia. 

'HENRY  HILL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Harper  the  House  resolved 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  report 
of  the  Committee  of  Claims  on  the  petition  of 
Henry  Hill,  and  the  several  reports  thereon ;  when 
the  following  resolution  came  under  considera- 
tion: 

''Resolvedf  That  the  accounting  pfficers  of  the  Trea" 
fury  cauBe  the  sum  of  $9,768  81  cents,  charged  to  the 
contract  account  of  John  Banks,  on  the  3l8t  day  of 
December,  1783,  to  be  credited  to  the  said  John  Banks ; 
and  that  the  sum  so  credited  be  charged  to  the  ac- 
counts of  such  other  person  as  in  their  opinion  shall  be 
justly  diargeable  therewith ;  and  that  they  charge  the 
said  contract  account  with  all  such  sums  as  have  been 
paid  by  the  United  States,  to  indemnify  the  estate  of 
Oenenil  Greene  for  debts  by  him  paid  or  secured  to  be 
paid  of  the  said  John  Banks,  or  of  John  Banks  and 
Company.'' 

The  question  was  dirided,  and  the  sense  of  the 
committee  was  taken  upon  the  first  part,  ending 
with  the  words  "chargeable  therewith,"  and  car- 
ried without  a  division. 

After  a  long  debate  on  the  subject,  in  which  the 
claim  of  Henry  Hill  was  advocated  by  Messrs. 
Harper  and  Otis,  and  opposed  by  Messrs.  Coit, 
Dana,  Nicholas,  Vbnablb,  J.  Williams,  and 
Spraoue,  the  latter  part  of  the  resolution  was 
agreed  to,  there  being  64  members  in  favor  of  it. 


Monday,  March  12. 

Mr.  Baldwin,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  from  the  Senate^  providing 
for  the  amicable  settlement  of  the  limits  of  Geor- 
gia, reported  the  bill  without  amendment.  It 
was  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
for  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Cbamplin  presented  a  petition  from  the 
inhabitants  of  Warren  in  Rhode  Island,  praying 
that  the  Warren  xiver  may  be  staked  out  at  the 
expense  of  the  United  States.  Referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manufactures,  with 
power  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

HOLDERS  OP  BILLS  OP  CREDIT. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  D.  Foster,  the  House  resolv- 
ed itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  memorials  and  petitions  of  Jo- 
seph Ball,  and  others,  holders  of  bills  of  credit, 
emitted  in  pursuance  of  a  resolution  of  Congress 
of  the  18th  of  March,  1780.  The  report  was  read 
as  follows : 

5lh  Con. — 40 


That  a  statement  of  the  case  of  the  holders  of  bills 
of  this  description  is  contained  in  a  report  of  the  ac- 
counting officers  of  the  Treasury,  made  on  the  24tk 
day  of  December,  1795,  in  pursuance  of  an  act  entitled 
<*  An  act  relative  to  claims  against  the  United  States  not 
barred  by  any  act  of  limitation  and  which  have  not 
been  already  adjusted,''  in  the  words  following,  to 
wit: 

*<  Class  8.  The  claims  of  this  last  are  founded  on  biUs 
of  credit,  commonly  called  bills  of  the  new  emission, 
issued  on  the  funds  of  individual  States,  pursuant  to  an 
act  of  Congress  of  the  18th  of  March,  1780.  The  fol- 
lowing clause  of  the  said  act  shows  in  what  event  the 
United  States  were  to  become  answerable  for  the  pay- 
ment of  these  bills,  *  that  the  said  new  bills  issue  on 
the  funds  of  individual  States  for  that  purpose  estab- 
lished, and  be  signed  by  persons  appointed  by  them,  and 
that  the  fidth  of  the  United  States  be  also  pledged  for 
the  pajonent  of  the  said  bills  in  case  any  State  on  whose 
funds  they  shall  be  emitted,  should,  by  the  events  of 
war,  be  rendered  incapable  of  redeeming  them/ 

**  The  interest  accruing  on  them  was  to  have  been 
paid  by  the  United  States  annually  if  called  for,  in  bills 
of  exchange  on  Europe,  and  the  amount  charged  to  the 
States  respectively.  It  does  not  appear,  however,  that 
any  such  payments  were  made. 

''It is  understood  that  the  several  States  concerned 
have  passed  laws  for  the  redemption  of  their  respective 
portions  of  this  money,  and  it  is  presumable  that  the  ht 
greater  part  thereof  has  been  redeemed  accordingly. 
The  bills  for  which  pa3rment  is  now  claimed  are  chiefly 
of  those  issued  by  the  States  of  New  Hampshire,  Mas- 
sachusetts, and  Rhode  Island. 

**  This  species  of  paper  has  never  been  considered  as 
forming  any  part  of  the  debt  of  the  United  States." 

In  the  various  arrangements  which  have  been  made 
since  Uie  establishment  of  the  present  Grovemment,  rel- 
ative to  the  debt  of  the  United  States,  no  provision  has 
ever  been  made  for  these  bills ;  they  appear  from  the 
fiice  of  them  to  be  evidences  of  debt  ag^amst  the  States 
individually  who  had  issued  them,  and  could  not  be 
provided  for  by  the  United  States,  without  raising  a 
charge  against  those  States ;  and  it  was  reasonably  to 
be  presumed  that  the  States  concerned  would  make 
such  provision  as  the  justice  and  equity  of  the  case 
required. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in  his  report  of  die 
16th  of  January,  1795,  recommended  that  such  of  these 
bills  as  had  been  exhibited  at  the  Treasury,  in  pursu- 
ance of  the  act,  entitled  *<An  act  relative  to  claims 
against  the  United  States,  not  barred  by  an  act  of  lim- 
itation, and  which  had  not  been  already  adjusted," 
amounting  to  the  sum  of  $90,574,  should  be  provided 
for  by  taking  the  principal  sum  of  them,  vrithout  inters 
est,  on  loan  at  five  per  centum,  payable  quarter-yearly, 
redeemable  at  the  pleasure  of  the  United  States,  and 
payable  in  thirty  years,  he  remarks : 

<*  That  the  resolutions  of  Congress  and  the  endorse* 
ment  upon  those  bills  engage  the  absolute  promise  of 
the  United  States  for  the  payment  of  the  interest,  inde- 
finitely, and  their  eventual  guarantee  of  the  principal, 
in  case  any  State  on  whose  funds  the  bills  should  be 
emitted  should,  by  the  events  of  war,  be  rendered  inca^ 
pable  to  redeem  them ;  which  is  in  effect,  though  not 
in  form,  an  absolute  guarantee  of  the  principal ;  for  the 
United  States  are  bound  to  pay  the  interest,  perpetu- 
ally, till  that  is  discharged. 

**  Good  faith  demands  that  the  United  States  should 
supply  the  omissions  of  the  States  which  issued  the  bills, 
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bj  providing  themselves  at  least  for  the  interest  upon 
them ;  but  it  is  not  as  easy  to  pronounce  on  what  terms 
they  ought  to  be  provided  for. 

'*  On  their  face,  and  according  to  the  unrevoked  reso- 
lutions of  Cong^ress,  they  are  of  specie  value  equal  to 
their  nominal  amount,  bearing  five  pOT  cent  interest 

*'  But  it  is  known  that  they  were  issued  by  different 
States,  at  different  inferior  values,  fixed  by  previous 
kws. 

'*  The  true  nature  of  the  contract,  therefore,  and  the 
true  equity  of  the  case,  are,  firom  these  circumstances, 
involved  in  some  question." 

The  proposition  of  the  Secretary  on  this  subject  was 
not  adopted  by  Congress. 

.  It  is  a  notorious  fact  that  these  bills  sunk  in  the  same 
▼ortex  of  depreciation  with  the  old  Continental  bills ; 
and  while  they  continued  to  circulate,  were  generally 
in  the  ratio  offorij  of  the  old  for  one  of  the  new. 

This  unfortunate  depreciation,  which  operated  upon 
all  the  paper  money,  notes,  and  certificates,  issued 
during  mjb  war,  necessitated  the  United  States  to  adopt 
|>rinciples  relative  to  them  which  cannot  apply  in  cases 
of  ordinary  contract  The  States,  individually,  have 
assumed  similar  principles,  and,  in  making  provision 
for  the  bills  in  question,  in  some  instances,  have  consi- 
dered them  as  a  depreciated  currency. 

The  committee  are  informed  that  all  the  States  who 
issued  bills  of  this  description,  have  already  made  pro- 
vision for  their  redemption,  either  at  their  nominal 
amount,  or  at  a  certain  ratio  of  depreciation,  except  the 
State  of  Rhode  Island ;  and  they  think  it  fairly  to  be 
presumed  that  the  States  have  made  as  liberal  a  provi- 
sion as  the  nature  of  the  case  demanded. 

The  United  States  have  once  made  allowances  to  the 
several  States,  in  settlement  of  their  accounts  for  the 
supplies  for  which  those  bills  were  issued.  Should  they 
make  any  further  provision,  they  must  consider  the 
several  States  indebted  to  them  for  the  amount  of  such 
provisions. 

From  an  attentive  consideration  of  all  the  circum- 
stances of  this  case,  (which  the  committee  have  endea- 
vored fully  to  examine  and  present  to  the  view  of  the 
House,)  they  are  of  opinion  that  it  will  not  be  expe- 
dient for  Congress  to  make  any  provision  for  the  pay- 
ment of  said  bills.  They  therefore  recommend  that  the 
petitioners,  respectively,  have  leave  to  withdraw  their 
petitions. 

.  The  report  was  advocated  by  Messrs.  Co  it,  Ma- 
con, Nicholas,  Gordon,  and  Gallatin  ;  and  was 
opposed  by  Messrs.  D.  Foster,  Sewall,  Livings- 
ton, Otis.  J.  Williaats,  and  Dayton. 

The  latter  gentlemaa  thought  the  report  of  the 
committee  was  incomplete,  as  it  did  not  appear 
cofficiently  to  have  distioffuished  between  the  prin- 
cipal and  the  interest  of  these  bills.  He  agreed 
with  the  committee  with  respect  to  the  principal, 
but  was  of  opinion  the  United  States  were  bound 
to  pay  the  interest,  and  that,  as  the  States  which 
Itad  neglected  to  make  due  provision  for  the&e 
hilb  were  creditor  States  with  the  United  States, 
any  sum  which  Congress  should  agree  to  pay 
might  be  justly  set  on  against  what  was  due  to 
them.  He  hoped,  therefore,  the  report  would  be 
retcommitted.  and  a  distinction  made  between  the 
principal  and  interest. 

After  some  conversation  on  this  subject,  in  which 
it  was  stated  that  there  would  be  no  end  gained 
by  a  recommittal,  and  if  the  report  was  not  suf- 


ficiently explicit,  it  might  be  made  so,  the  question 
on  agreeing  to  the  report  was  put  and  carried — 
there  being  62  votes  for  it. 

The  committee  then  rose,  and  the  House  took  up 
the  report ;  which,  after  being  amended  by  adding, 
after  the  word  "bills,"  or  any  interest  thereon^  it 
was  agreed  to — there  being  52  votes  in  its  iavor. 

COMMERCE  AND  NAVIGATION. 

Mr.  LiviNQSTON  said,  be  was  instructed  by  the 
Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manufactures  to 
ask  for  the  appointment  of  a  member  upon  that 
committee  in  the  place  of  Mr.  ^wanWick,  whose 
ill  state  of  health  did  not  permit  him  to  attend  the 
House.    Affreed  to ;  and  Mr.  Otis  was  appointed. 

Mr.  L.  added,  that  he  wished  to  ask  an  explana- 
tion of  the  House  respecting  an  important  sub- 
ject. Two  acts  of  the  British  Parliament  had  been 
referred,  generally,  to  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures,  and  there  had  been  some 
doubts  in  the  committee  as  to  the  proper  course 
to  be  taken.  Some  members  thought  the  object 
of  the  reference  must  have  been  for  them  to  state 
facts  relative  to  their  operation,  or  to  report  what 
measures  may  be  necessary  to  be  taken  in  conse- 
quence of  their  operation,  which  would  seriously 
afiect  the  commerce  and  navigation  of  the  Uni^ 
ted  States.  In  order  to  determine  this  point,  he 
proDosed  the  following  resolution  for  the  adoption 
of  the  House : 

"  Resolved^  That  the  Committee  of  Commerce  and 
Manufactures  be  instructed  to  examine  the  two  acts  of 
the  British  Parliament  referred  to  them,  and  report  the 
operation  thereof  on  the  commerce  and  navigation  oi 
the  United  States." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Otis,  it  was  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 


Tuesday,  March  13. 

Mr.  Livingston  observed,  that  the  Senate 
having  insisted  on  their  amendments  to  the  bill 
afibrdmg  relief  to  the  refugees  from  Canada  and 
Nova  Scotia,  he  wished  a  committee  of  confer- 
ence to  be  appointed  to  confer  with  the  Senate. 

The  Speaker  said,  it  was  first  necessary  for  the 
House  to  determine  that  they  would  not  recede 
from  their  disagreement  to  their  amendments. 

The  sense  of  the  House  was  accordingly  taken, 
and  having  determined  to  insist  on  their  disagree- 
ment, a  committee  of  conference  was  appointed; 
to  which  the  Senate  subsequently  announced 
their  agreement. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  commu^ 
nication  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  en- 
closing a  report  on  the  petition  of  the  Portland 
Marine  Society,  who  pray  for  certain  buoys  to  be 
pi -iced  in  Portland  harbor.  The  report  is  favor- 
able, recommending  the  placing  of  six  buoys  in 
the  said  harbor,  the  expense  of  which  is  estima- 
ted at  $400.  The  report  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manufactures,  with 
instructions  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 
RELATIONS  WITH  FRANCE. 

Mr.  Sewall  wished  the  House  to  so  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
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in  order  to  take  into  consideration  the  resolutions 
which  had  been  referred  thereto. 

Mr.  Nicholas  hoped  the  House  would  not  go 
into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union  to-day,  as  they  had  some  reason  to  ex- 
pect (urther  information  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  with  respect  to  our  dispute 
with  France.  The  letter  communicated  from  our 
Commissioners  refers  to  other  letters.  It  says, 
"  we  see  no  better  prospect  ol  our  being  received 
than  when  we  wrote  last."  He  wished  to  have 
the  information  to  which  this  letter  refers;  since, 
if  it  was  true  that  all  negotiation  was  at  an  end 
with  the  French  Gbvernment,  it  was  proper  the 
information  should  be  laid  before  the  Legislature. 
He  hoped,  therefore,  the  House  would  wait  for  a 
day  or  two  to  see  whether  or  not  further  informa- 
tion would  be  sent  to  the  House  on  this  subject 
^  Mr.  Sewall  said,  that  the  House  were  already 
informed,  that,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Commis- 
sioners, all  prospect  of  negotiation  with  the  French 
Qovernment  had  ceased;  but,  as  further  commu- 
nications on  the  subject  might  be  expected,  the 
select  cpmmittee  did  not  wish  the  House  at 
present  to  go  into  any  new  measures,  but  merely 
to  go  into  a  consideration  of  the  resolutions  re- 
ported in  January  last,  which  might  be  done 
without  any  further  information  from  the  Presi- 
dent. He  supposed  the  information  which  had* 
been  sent  to  the  House  was  intended  to  hasten 
their  proceedings  in  taking  measures  for  the  pro 
tection  of  our  commerce  and  the  defence  of  the 
country;  and  if  tio  information  at  all  had  been 
received  from  France,  he  supposed  the  House 
would  have  thought  it  necessary  to  have  gone 
into  the  defensive  measures  proposed,  though  they 
might,  in  that  case,  have  driven  it  till  towards  the 
close  of  the  session. 

Mr.  Harper  said,  if  he  could  be  of  opinion  that 
all  the  members  of  this  House  were  satisfied  as  to 
the  necessity  of  going  at  present  into  the  measures 
proposed,  he  should  be  ready  to  go  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on'  the  state  of  the  Union. 
He  himself  thought  there  was  information  suffi- 
cient in  the  communication  which  had  been  re- 
ceived to  authorize  the  House  in  immediately 
actinff  upon  the  business;  but  as  he  doubted 
whether  other  eentlemen  were  of  this  opinion,  and 
as  more  mieht  oe  expected,  he  wished  to  wait  for 
it,  as  it  might  produce  greater  unanimity  as  to  the 
necessity  of  the  measures  which  it  might  be 
thought  proper  to  take. 

Mr.  Dana  said,  though  the  Commissioners  had 
written  a  folio  before,  the  letter  which  had  been 
laid  before  the  House  was  the  result  of  the  whole, 
as  they  tell  the  President  they  have  abandoned  all 
hope  of  an  accommodation.  And  he  thought  we 
-were  brought  to  that  situation  in  which  we  must 
say  whether  we  will  take  any  means  for  the  pre- 
servation of  our  rights  and  liberties,  or  submit  to 
the  depredations  and  insults  committed  upon  us 
by  a  foreijm  Power. 

Mr.  J.  Williams  hoped  the* House  would  wait 
Cor  the  further  information  which  mi^ht  be  ex- 
pected from  the  President,  as  it  was  desirable  that 
when  the  House  w«nt  into  this  sul^ect,  they 


should  do  so  with  as  much  unanimity  as  possi- 
ble. 

Mr.  Nicholas  justified  what  he  had  before  ofo* 
served  with  respect  to  the  letter  of  our  Cdmmis- 
sioners,  which,  ne  said,  contained  no  facts,  but  re- 
ferred to  their  former  communications,  and  a^ia 
urged  the  impropriety  of  going  into  tne  business 
at  present. 

Mr.  RuTLEnoB  could  not  afree  ^ith  the  gen* 
tleman  from  Virginia  that  the  letter  of  our  Com- 
missioners contained  no  facts.  He  thought  it 
contained  a  most  important,  a  very  monmful  fact. 
It  stated  that  the  representatives  of  this  country 
had  been  four  months  in  Paris  soliciting  for  ao 
audience,  and  could  not  have  it.  What,  he  asked, 
had  the  House  to  do  with  the  previous  informa* 
tion?  The  result  was  known,  viz :  that  our  Com* 
missioners  would  not  be  received,  and  that  was 
sufficient.  Besides,  what  gentlemen  were  now 
called  upon  to  do  was  no  more  than  was  intended 
to  have  been  done  some  time  ago,  but  was  post* 
(>oned  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  some  informa* 
tion  as  to  the  expenditures  which  had  already 
taken  place  with  respect  to  (he  frigfates.  Whether 
any  further  information  was  received  on  the  sub- 
ject of  our  dispute  with  France  or  not,  gentlemen 
would  certainly  think  it  necessary  to  equip  and 
man  the  frigates,  and  to  have  some  vessels  for  the 
protection  of  our  coasts.  Why  then  should  not 
the  business  be  in  a  state  of  progression  ?  For 
though  the  President  had  said  he  would  make  a 
furtl^r  communication  on  this  subject,  he  might 
not  think  it  wise  to  do  so  at  present.  Besides,  it 
is  well  known  that  continual  depredations  are 
committed  upon  our  vessels  on  our  coasts,  and  the 
Governor  of  South  Carolina  had  lately  informed 
the  Executive  that  a  vessel  had  been  destroyed  by 
a  pirate  in  the  harbor  of  Charleston,  if  the 
House  were  not  unanimous  in  taking  measures  of 
defence,  when  such  was  the  state  of  things,  he 
feared  they  never  would  be  unanimous  on  mea* 
sures  of  this  kind.  The  eyes  of  the  American 
people  were  placed  upon  Congress,  and  impa- 
tiently waiting  to  see  what  measures  would  be 
taken  by  them.  Post  after  post  was  expected  to 
gratify  this  anxiety ;  and  should  it  now  be  said 
that  Congress  was  waiting  for  further  information 
before  they  would  agree  to  go  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  subject  of  defensive  mea- 
sures? Something  more,  he  thought,  was  neces- 
sary, and  something  more  was  expected  from  them 
by  the  public. 

Mr.  Hartley  said,  the  House  might  safely  go 
into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union.  A  resolution  for  equipping  the  frigates 
was  the  first  in  order,  and  he  supposed  there 
would  be  no  objection  to  taking  up  that  subject. 
The  purchasing  of  vessels  would  be  another  con- 
sideration. He  believed  the  people  were  much 
surprised  at  the  delay  which  had  taken  place  in 
this  business.  When  we  had  a  dispute  with 
Great  Britain,  he  said,  an  Envoy  Extraordmary 
was  sent  to  that  country,  and  our  differences  were 
accommodated ;  but  the  French  refuse  to  receive 
our  Commissioners,  which  is  a  proof  that  they 
must  despise  this  country^  and  he  feared  it  would 
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be  necessary  to  take  yery  strong  measures  before 
CoDfirress  rose.  At  present,  he  supposed,  there 
would  be  DO  objection  to  the  taking  of  measures 
for  the  protection  of  our  coast. 

Mr.  Otis. — If  he  was  disposed  on  any  occasion 
to  examine  the  motives  of  gentlemen,  he  should 
say  that  it  appeared  to  him  tney  were  desirous  of 
inventing  apologies  for  prolonging  the  state  of 
degradation  to  which  the  country  was  reduced. 
This  seemed  to  be  the  tendency  of  their  objec- 
tions. It  had  always  occurred  to  him  that  it 
would  have  been  wise  and  politic  to  have  con- 
sidered what  our  situation  required,  without  a 
particular  reference  to  any  foreign  country,  and 
to  have  adopted  such  measures  for  our  defence 
as  necessity,  and  a  respect  for  our  national  honor, 
required,  without  appearing  to  point  them  against 
any  one  nation.  He  was  still  of  the  same  opin- 
ion. Certain  defensive  measures  may  be  agreed 
upon,  without  forcing  into  view  our  situation  with 
respect  to  any  other  nation,  and  without  any  oc- 
casion to  assume  a  hostile  appearance.  Consider- 
ing the  subject  in  this  light,  what  are  the  resolu- 
tions proposed  to  be  considered  ?  A  projposition 
for  finishing  the  frigates,  an  appropriation  of  a 
sum  of  money  for  a  foundrv,  (of  which  no  com- 
mercial nation  ought  to  be  destitute,)  and  another 
for  improving  our  fortifications.  Two  of  these 
measures,  he  said,  had  long  since  been  sanctioned 
by  the  House,  and  they  were  all  necessary  for  the 
protection  of  our  commerce,  which  was  now  in 
danffer  of  being  utterly  destroyed.  The  city  of 
Philadelphia  alone,  within  the  last  sixty  days,  had 
lost  half  a  million  of  dollars.  The  measures  now 
proposed  were  merely  defensive,  and  had  already 
undergone  discussion ;  but  little  difference  of  opin- 
ion could  exist  upon  the  propriety  of  principles 
which  had  been  settled  and  agreed  upon.  It 
would  be  time  enough  to  expatiate  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  our  Commissioners  to  France  when  new 
measures  shall  be  brought  forward,  originating  in 
the  failure  of  their  mission.  As  to  the  wishes  of 
his  friends  from  South  Carolina  and  New  York, 
for  unanimity,  he  confessed  he  did  not  contem- 
plate any  great  unanimity  with  respect  to  all  the 
measures  that  would  be  necessary  to  be  pursued 
in  the  present  crisis.  He  believed  it  would  be  in- 
cumbent on  those  who  considered  the  nation  as 
placed  in  a  dangerous  situation  to  advocate  such 
measures  as  shall  appear  to  them  necessary,  what- 
ever might  be  the  conduct  or  sentiments  or  others; 
and  however  sincerely  he  might  wish  for  the 
event,  he  saw  nothing  which  encouraged  him  to 
expect  unanimity  in  their  determinations.  He 
believed,  therefore,  gentlemen  must  dispense  with 
this  advantage,  and  do  what  was  requisite  for  our 
national  defence  and  honor — they  must  do  their 
duty  and  leave  the  event  to  Providence. 

Mr.  PiNCKNET  could  not  a^ree  with  the  gentle- 
man who  had  just  sat  down,  m  throwing  any  im- 
putation upon  gentlemen  who  wished  to  protract 
the  consideration  of  the  business  proposed. 

Mr.  Otis  explained  by  saying  that  he  had  ex- 
pressly stated  that  if  on  any  occasion  he  thought 
It  justifiable  to  investigate  the  motives  of  gentle- 
men, he  should  be  inclined  to  do  it  at  present. 


Mr.  P.  could  have  wished  that  he  had  omitted 
that  part  of  his  observations  which  might  bear 
that  <;onstruction.  Allusions  of  this  kind  were 
best  kept  out  of  sight.  He  believed  all  had  the 
same  views.  All,  he  believed,  wished  to  avoid 
war.  He  was  sure  this  was  the  desire  of  both 
sides  of  the  House.  Unfortunately  they  differed 
in  the  means  best  to  be  pursued  for  preserving 
peace.  Some  gentlemen  think  it  is  wisest  to  be 
prepared  for  the  worst.  He  was  of  the  latter 
opinion ;  but  he  believed  that  the  motives  of  gen- 
tlemen who  differed  from  him  in  opinion  were 
equallv  pure  with  his  own.  Perfect  unanimity 
as  to  tne  means  to  be  pursued,  could  scarcely  be 
expected ;  but,  he  believed  there  was  perfect  una- 
nimity both  in  that  House,  and  throu£^hout  the 
country,  in  a  wish  to  avoid  war.  With  respect 
to  the  question  before  the  House,  it  did  not  go  to 
the  point  which  gentlemen  apprenended.  It  went 
only  to  the  providing  of  the  means  of  protection 
at  home;  and  the  reason  why  this  subject  was 
now  brought  forward,  he  believed,  was  owing  to 
the  unusual  unanimity  which  had  appeared  in 
the  select  committee  as  to  the  propriety  of  the 
measure.  The  consideration  of  any  other  meas- 
ures which  might  be  necessary  in  consequence  of 
our  dispute  with  France,  such  as  arming  our 
merchantmen,  an  embargo,  or  convoys,  would  be 
postponed  until  it  was  seen  whether  any  farther 
information  would  be  received  from  the  Presi- 
dent. Mr.  P.  said,  it  appeared  to  the  committee 
that  there  was,  at  least,  a  probability  that  this 
country  might  be  involved  in  war;  and  they 
thought  we  ought  not  to  exhibit  the  extraordina- 
ry spectacle  of  remaining,  notwithstanding  this 
apprehension,  in  a  state  of  un preparedness.  Un- 
der this  idea,  Mr.  P.  thought  there  was  no  neces- 
sity for  postponing  the  measure,  and  hoped  gen- 
tlemen would,  therefore,  see  the  propriety  ongo- 
ing into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  at  present 
If  there  was  a  difference  of  opinion  as  to  the  pro- 
priety of  entering  upon  any  particular  subject,  it 
might  be  postponed ;  but  he  supposed  there  would 
be  certain  measures  upon  which  there  would  be 
a  pretty  general  agreement. 

Mr.  Giles  did  not  suppose  a  few  days  delay 
would  make  any  difference  in  the  present  busi- 
ness. So  far  as  self-defence  would  go,  he  was  as 
ready  to  act  as  any  member  in  the  House ;  but 
there  were  different  ideas  of  self-defence.  It  was 
his  idea  that  it  could  not  be  carried  beyond  our 
coast — where,  however,  he  did  not  expect  any  as- 
sault. But  defence  there  was  alwavs  proper.  It 
had  been  said  that  there  was  little  probability 
that  any  unanimity  could  take  place  as  to  the 
measures  necessary  to  be  taken.  He  asked  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Otis)  whe- 
ther his  hypothetical  way  of  treating  the  sub- 
ject, and  tnose  who  differed  from  him  in  opin- 
ion, was  calculated  to  produce  unanimity  ?  Mr. 
Q.  said  he  differed  in  opinion  from  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina.  (Mr.  Pinckney).  He  did 
not  believe  that  all  tne  members  of  that  House 
were  in  favor  of  peace.  He  believed  some  of 
them  were  in  favor  of  war.  He  had  formed  this 
opinion  from  a  variety  of  declarations  which  he 
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had  heard  in  that  House,  and  from  the  variety  of 
measures  which  bad  been  proposed.  No  gentle- 
man could  satisfy  bis  mind  that  he  was  in  faror 
of  peace,  when  he  took  arms  in  his  hands  to  go 
to  war.  He  believed  that  there  was  not  only  a 
part  of  this  House,  but  a  part  of  Qovernment, 
determined  on  war.  He  was  himself  for  peace  ; 
and  gentlemen  might  ascribe  to  him  what  mo- 
tives they  pleased.  On  the  other  hand,  those 
in  favor  of  war,  at  all  events,  would  take  the 
responsibility  of  that  measure.  If,  then,  there 
was  a  vxir  motive,  and  a  peace  motive,  it  was 
vain  to  ezi)ect  unanimity.  He  had  some  rea- 
son for  objecting  to  this  measure  under  this 
view.  He  considered  the  present  propositions  as 
intended  to  afford  a  defence  beyond  the  limits  of 
the  United  States,  as  a  part  of  that  system  which 
had  a  direct  tendency  to  involve  us  in  war.  It 
was  said  this  was  only  the  commencement  of  a 
system,  and  it  was  this  system  which  gave  him 
most  alarm. 

But  it  was  said,  there  is  great  impatience  in 
the  public  to  know  what  Congress  intend  to  do. 
If  this  is  the  case,  this  impatience,  he  said,  ought 
not  to  be  indulged.  He  did  not  wish  to  be  hur- 
ried into  measures  by  any  such  suggestion.  He 
believ^  if  there  is  an  impatience  in  the  public,  it 
is  in  favor  of  peace,  and  produced  by  the  fears  of 
war. 

Mr.  Q.  asked  whether  the  House  had  all  the 
necessary  information  before  them.  The  gentle- 
man from  South  Carohna  (Mr.  Rutledog)  in- 
formed the  House  that  our  Commissioners  had 
not  had  an  audience.  He  did  not  know  the  tech- 
nical meaninff  of  the  word  audience.  He  sup- 
posed they  had  addressed  themselves  to  the  Min- 
ister of  Foreign  Affairs ;  but,  perhaps,  after  some 
objections  as  to  their  power,  they  may  not  have 
been  received.  The  gentleman  says  the  letter  of 
our  Commissioners  exhibits  a  lamentable  fact. 
This  is  true ;  but  is  it  not  necessary  to  know  what 
led  to  it  ?  Ought  not  the  House  to  be  in  posses- 
sion of  a  history  of  the  proceedings  ?  It  surely 
ought.  Suppose  those  Commissioners  were  not 
possessed  or  proper  powers,  could  it  be  expec^d 
they  would  be  received  1  When  the  House  knew 
the  ground  upon  which  our' Ministers  had  been 
refused,  they  would  be  able  to  speak  upon  the 
subject. 

He  would  mention  another  circumstance,  in 
which  he,  for  once,  coincided  in  opinion  with  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  viz  :  that  the 
House  ought  to  take  up  the  subject  without  refer- 
ence to  any  foreign  Power,  and  merely  as  it  re- 
spects our  commerce.  But  had  they,  ne  asked, 
ail  the  information  which  they  could  wish  on  this 
subject?  He  believed  not.  There  were  two  acts 
of  the  British  Parliament  which  were  more  alarm- 
ing even  than  the  decree  of  the  French  Directory. 
l^e  French  had  made  an  attack  upon  our  neutral 
rights;  that  was,  however,  temporary,  but  the 
other  was  fixed.  And  the  real  injustice  to  be  ap- 
prehended was  infinitely  greater  from  the  British 
statutes  than  from  the  decree  of  the  Directory. 

And  before  he  sat  down,  he  would  remark,  that 
though  those  acts  passed  in  July  last,  and  it  might 


be  presumed  that  our  Minister  would  not  be  dila- 
tory in  transmitting  them,  so  that  they  must  have 
been  received  in  August  or  September,  yet  they 
were  not  till  lately  laid  before  the  House,  and 
that  after  a  proposition  was  brought  forward  to 
call  for  them.  They  have  since  been  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manufactures, 
and  they  will  not  report,  and  the  chairman  has 
laid  a  resolution  upon  the  table  for  the  purpose  of 
producing  a  report. 

Mr.  Harper  said,  it  was  not  unusual  for  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia  to  display  his  ignorance 
of  facts.  If  it  was,  it  would  appear  wonderful 
that  he  should  be  ifi[norant  that  these  acts  had 
long  since  been  before  the  public  in  the  newspa- 
pers. 

Mr.  Giles  did  not  suppose  ihat  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina  would  set  much  from  his 
polite  method  of  expressing  nimself.  He  knew 
it  was  usual  for  him  to  suppose  he  had  a  monopo- 
ly of  knowledge ;  but  he  did  not  suppose  his  tell- 
ing an  enlightened  assembly  this^  could  produce 
any  effect  in  his  favor.  He  could  only  say  he 
had  not  seen  these  acts  in  any  newspaper,  though 
he  was  in  the  habit  of  seeing  a  great  number  of 
papers.  He  should  be  glad  to  see  them  there  ; 
and  he  should  have  sent  them  for  publication, 
only  that  he  waited  for  the  committee's  report 
upon  them. 

Mr.  G.  concluded  by  saying,  he  disdained 
what  might  be  said  by  any  one  as  to  his  motives ; 
for  they  must  possess  more  ingenuity  than  he  to 
discover  any  interest  which  he  could  have  sepa- 
rate from  the  interest  of  the  country,  especially 
as  it  related  to  the  landed  interest  or  the  coun- 

Mr.  S.  Smith  said,  he  understood  it  was  the 
wish  of  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  for  the 
Protection  of  Commerce  and  the  Defence  of  the 
Country,  to  call  up  the  resolution  for  completinjg^ 
and  equipping  the  frigates,  and  that  for  the  forti- 
fications, and  not  the  one  lor  the  purchase  of  ad- 
ditional vessels. 

Mr.  Sbwall  said,  he  should  not  insist  upon  any 
other,  if  it  should  not  meet  with  the  wishes  of 
the  committee. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  was  in  favor  of  going  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  frigates  and  the 
fortifications.  He  supposed  the  chairman  of  the 
committee  would  be  able  to  give  the  necessary 
information  with  respect  to  the  frigates ;  but  witn 
respect  to  the  other  matters  referred  to  the  same 
committee,  he  did  not  think  the  House  had  suffi- 
cient information  upon  which  to  act.  As  to  the 
two  acts  of  the  British  Parliament  which  had 
been  mentioned,  he  believed  they  would  be  more 
injurious  to  the  commerce  and  navigation  of  the 
United  States  than  the  arrite  of  the  French  Di- 
rectory ;  though,  perhaps,  some  means  might  be 
taken  to  cet  clear  of  them.  He  thought  it  prop- 
er that  this  subject  should  be  before  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union.  As 
to  the  publication  of  these  acts,  he  himself  had 
seen  one  of  them  published  so  long  ago  as  last 
August.  Immediately  upon  his  coming  to  Con- 
gress, he  proposed  to  nave  called  for  them.    He 
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made  a  verbal  call,  and  they  were  promised,  but 
they  were  not  received  till  five  or  six  weeks  after- 
wards, in  the  way  which  had  been  stated. 

Mr.  Champlin  said,  there  was  no  difference  of 
opinion  in  \he  Committee  of  Commerce  and  Man- 
ufactures as  to  these  acts  beins  in  strict  conform- 
ity to  the  treatj[ ;  the  only  difference  was  with 
respect  to  reporting  a  remedy  to  the  evils  arbing 
from  them. 

The  Speaker  complained  that  gentlemen  did 
not  confine  themselves  to  the  question.  What 
was  the  opinion  of  the  Committee  of  Commerce 
and  Manufactures,  with  respect  to  the  British 
acts^  had  nothing  to  do  with  tne  present  question. 
Mr.  J.  Parker  thought  the  House  ought  to  go 
into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union,  in  order  to  take  up  the  resolution 
with  respect  to  the  frigates.  In  the  present  criti- 
cal state  of  our  country^  he  thought  it  was  nece^ 
sary  they  should  be  finished,  in  order  to  defend 
our  commerce  against  the  pirates  of  one  nation  as 
well  as  those  of  another 3  for  he  wished  to  oppose 
the  unjust  attacks  of  all.  Officers,  he  said,  were 
appointed  for  the  frigates,  and  they  were  in  a 
state  of  readiness.  The  one  at  Baltimore  is  ready 
to  bend  her  sails,  and  miffht  be  got  into  the  ocean 
in  four  or  five  weeks.  He  hoped,  therefore,  the 
House  would  go  into  this  business;  though  the 
other  subjects,  he  thought,  would  be  best  deferred 
until  the  House  had  further  information. 

Mr.  Harper  had  not  the  least  objection  to  go- 
ing into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  voting  a  sum  of  money  for  completing 
and  equipping  the  frigates.  It  was  to  any  new 
measures  which  might  be  necessary  with  respect 
to  a  foreign  nation  that  he  alluded ;  and,  though 
he  felt  prepared  to  go  into  any  of  the  measures 
proposed,  and  much  stronger  ones,  yet  he  saw 
there  were  gentlemen  who  wished  to  have  farther 
information  before  they  acted.  And  when  they 
had  the  history  of  the  business  before  them,  they 
would,  probably,  be  convinced  of  the  propriety  of 
joining  to  carry  into  effect  the  measures  proposed. 
If  a  few  votes  could  be  gained  by  this  delay,  he 
was  desirous  of  obtaining  them,  and  he  believed 
the  House  would  arrive  at  the  end  of  the  business 
as  soon  as  if  they  were  now  to  go  into  it. 

Mr.  H.  justified  the  Executive  against  the 
charge  of  delay  in  not  communicating  the  Bri- 
tbh  acts,  and  said  they  were  well  known  to  the 
merchants  of  the  country,  as  their  correspondents 
in  England  took  care  to  give  them  every  interest- 
ingip  formation. 

With  respect  to  the  question  of  war  or  peace, 
he  would  state  his  opinion.  The  gentleman  from 
Virginia  had  said  that  he  did  not  believe  his  col- 
league, when  he  said  he  was  in  favor  of  peace. 
As  to  himself,  he  had  several  times  acknowledged 
that,  if  gentlemen  meant  by  peace  that  we  should 
submit  to  the  insults  of  a  ioreiffn  Power,  he  was 
not  for  peace ;  though  he  wished  to  preserve  it, 
and  would  do  all  he  could  to  preserve  it,  if  we 
could  obtain  redress  for  our  grievances.  But  if 
nothing  was  left  to  us,  but  either  to  submit  or  go 
to  war,  he  certainly  would  be  for  going  to  war. 
He  believed  that  tnk  was  the  sentiment  of  the 


American  neople,  which  would  be  re-echoed  (Vom 
all  parts  or  the  Union.  He  believed  that  state  of 
things  was  arrived  when  this  country  must  either 
submit  or  resist.  He  was  willing,  however,  that 
a  delay  should  take  place  for  the  communication 
which  might  be  expected  from  the  President. 

Mr.  Livingston  said,  until  this  moment,  he 
had  determined  to  ^ve  his  vote  in  favor  of  going 
into  a  Committee  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  for 
the  purpose  of  voting  a  sum  to  equip  and  man  the 
frigates,  believing  that  that  measure  would  have 
no  relation  to  any  foreign  nation ;  but  when  he 
heard  gentlemen  say  they  were  ptepSLted  for  war. 
and  that  the  period  wa^  arrived  for  it,  he  dreaded 
to  put  arms  in  their  hands,  lest  they  should  be 
made  ill  use  of.  If,  from  a  knowledge  of  the  late 
despatches,  the  gentleman  last  up  is  convinced 
that  all  negotiation  will  be  ineffectual,  [Mr. 
Harper  said  he  had  no  other  knowledge  than 
other  gentlemen  on  this  subject,]  and  that  a  de- 
claration of  war  must  take  place ;  with  such  im- 
pressions, he  wished  to  keep  back  arms.  For,  since 
these  sentiments  were  avowed  on  this  floor,  how 
did  he  know  but  the  Executive  might  concur  in 
the  opinion? 

[The  Speaker  said,  it  was  not  in  order  to  allude 
to  the  opinion  of  the  Executive.] 

He  believed  if  these  means  of  offence  or  defence 
were  put  in  the  hands  of  the  Executive,  that,  pro- 
vided ne  concurred  in  opinion  with  these  gentle- 
men, they  would  be  employed  in  bringing  the 
country  into  a  war,  as  they  think  the  only  means 
of  preserving  the  honor  and  safety  of  the  nation 
lies  in  war.  Knowing  this,  and  willing  for  peace, 
would  it  not  be  insanity  to  put-arms  into  their 
hands?  He  believed  it  would,  and  he  could  not 
in  his  conscience  do  it. 

Mr.  Otis  was  ready  to  declare  his  opinion,  that, 
in  the  present  situation  of  this  count  ry,  this  House 
ought  daily  to  resolve  itself  into  a  (committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  whether 
they  were  likely  to  adopt  any  particular  resolu- 
tion, or  not.  Surrounded  as  we  are  by  dancer, 
agitated  by  alarm,  insulted  abroad,  and  divided  at 
hoipe,  the  House  ou^ht  constantly  to  show  to  the 
people  that  the  anxious  cares  with  which  they 
are  at  this  time  oppress  rest  also  upon  the  minds 
of  the  members  or  that  House,  and  that  they  are 
desirous  of  inquiring  with  constant  solicitude 
whether  they  could,  or  could  not,  do  anything  to 
serve  their  country.  Yet,  notwithstanding  this 
perilous,  unprovided  state  of  the  nation,  he  was 
sorry  to  find  gentlemen  studious  to  avoid  all  mea- 
sures upon  which  the  peace,  the  liberty,  and  the 
happiness  of  the  country  depend. 

With  respect  to  the  gentleman  fVom  Virginia: 
To  those  who  recollected  the  asperity  with  which 
he  generally  chose  to  express  his  opinions;  to 
those  who  remembered  the  temper  wnich  he  dis- 
covered the  last  session,  it  would  not  be  a  subject 
of  surprise  that  he  should  have  discharsed  for  the 
first  time  those  "  phials  of  wrath,"  which  he  has 
been  engaged  in  filling  from  that  time  to  the  pre- 
sent, in  a  bold,  ungraceful,  and,  in  his  opinion, 
disgraceful  assertion,  that  not  only  fff  ntlemen  in 
that  House,  but  the  Ezecatiye  of  the  United 
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States,  were  desirous  of  war.    The  attack  was 
UDkind,  cruef,  and  outrageous. 

The  geotleman  bad  proceeded  to  remark  that 
he  generally  differed  from  him  in  opinion.  Mr. 
O.  said  that  to  proclaim  this  fact  was  to  do  him 
honor ;  and  that,  in  the  same  proportion  that  his 
political  sentiments  approached  to  those  of  that 
gentleman,  they  would  approximate  a  vortex  of 
prejudices  and  errors,  and  recede  from  those 
which  he  had  been  taught  to  consider  most  nearly 
connected  with  the  hairiness  of  his  country ;  and 
that  whatever  personal  respect  they  might  enter- 
tain for  each  other,  he  hoped  they  should  con- 
tinue to  difier  upon  political  topics. 

The  gentleman  had  blamed  nim  for  imputing 
seatimente  to  him  which  he  afterwards  acknowl- 
edged. They  were,  that  gentlemen  were  anxious 
to  find  motives  of  delay  against  providing  the 
means  of  protecting  our  commerce.  This  he  had 
avowed,  by  saying  he  was  in  favor  of  defending 
the  country  by  land,  but  not  by  sea.  But,  said 
Mr.  O.,  we  can  defend  ourselves  by  sea;  and  the 
people  of  America  will  defend  themselves  by  sea, 
as  well  as  by  land;  and  when  declarations  are 
made  which  are  calculated  to  palsy  the  efforts  of 
the  people,  they  ought  to  be  repelled.  And,  if 
that  gentleman,  or  some  others,  were  determined 
not  to  take  measures  for  the  defence  of  our  com- 
meroe^  he  hoped  there  would  be  found  a  large 
majority  in  that  House  who  would  do  it.  He 
would  himself  sooner  lose  his  right  hand  than  it 
should  not  be  done;  indeed,  if  gentlemen  should 
decide  that  commerce  should  not  be  protected. 
the  country  would  not  long  be  worth  the  pains  ol 
defence;  it  would  become  disunited,  and  there 
would  be  an  end  of  its  propriety. 

U  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  wished  him  to 
declare  whom  he  thought  in  favor  of  war,  and 
whose  measures  led  to  it,  he  would  say  it  was 
those  who  constantly  impeached  the  Executive 
authority — who  uttered  sentiments  which  had  a 
tendency  to  dispirit  the  peopk,  and  lead  them  to 
believe  they  could  not  be  detended,  and  that  com- 
merce was  not  worthy  of  protection.  These  mea- 
sures, he  said,  led  to  war — not  to  foreign  wsfr — 
bat  to  civil  war;  a  war  of  friend  against  friend, 
and  State  against  State. 

Mr.  O.  thought  it  extremelv  improper,  at  this 
time,  to  introduce  anything  relative  to  the  future 
operation  of  the  two  acts  of  the  British  Parlia- 
ment, which  were  referred  to  a  different  commit- 
tee, and  of  course  would  come  under  a  separate 
oonsideration.  What  was  the  object  of  this  allu- 
«on  7  It  was  intended  to  show  that  we  had  as 
much  cause  of  complaint  against  one  country  as 
tjifainttt  another,  and  that  therefore  we  ought  to 
Mt  patiently  down  under  the  outrages  of  all  j  that 
we  should  tamely  suffer  ourselves  to  be  divided 
and  parcelled  out,  and  become  the  humble  slaves 
of  a  foreign  Power.  Before  this  would  be  suf- 
fered, he  trusted  the  spirit  of  the  people  of  Amer- 
ica, which  had  heretofore  been  displayed,  would 
be  called  out  in  defence  of  their  injured  country. 

In  r^ard  to  what  had  fallen  from  the  eentle- 
nan  from  New  York,  (Mr.  Livinqstoii,)  Mr.  O. 
ka4  a  respect  for  his  private  character,  and  h(^)ed 


he  would  see  the  impropriety  of  changing  hi» 
mind,  even  admitting  that  one  gentleman  had  said 
the  crisis  had  arrived  when  it  would  be  nepessary 
to  submit  or  go  to  war.  This  opinion  could  be  no 
reason  for  voting  against  his  foimer  opinion.  In- 
deed, he  believed  his  friend  from  South  Carolina 
was  misrepresented.  He  understood  the  senti- 
ment to  be  that  which  every  American  ought  to 
repeat,  '*  that  when  the  crisis  arrived,  rather  than 
sacrifice  the  liberty  and  independence  of  this 
country,  we  ought  to  eo  to  war."  He  hoped^ 
therefore,  the  House  would  go  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  without  delay. 

Mr.  Giles  said  the  gentleman  last  up  had  said 
some  things  in  rdation  to  him  which  he  found  it 
necessary  to  notice,  and  for  which  he  did  expect 
he  would  have  been  called  to  order.  He  nad. 
charged  him  with  usinff  disgraceful  expressions. 
This  was  a  charge  which  neither  that  gentleman 
nor  any  other  dare  make  in  any  other  place.  [A 
loud  call  to  order.] 

The  Speaker  declared  it  in  vain  that  he  en- 
deavored to  confine  gentlemen  to  order  Almos| 
every  member  who  had  spoken  had  transgressed  in 
this  respect. 

Mr.  Dana  observed,  that  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  had  objected  to  going  into  a  Committee 
of  tlie  Whole  because  the  two  acts  of  the  British 
Parliament  were  not  before  that  committee,  and 
referred  to  what  had  taken  place  in  another  com- 
mittee. [The  Speaker  observed  that  everything 
which  had  been  said  in  relation  to  these  acts,  with 
respect  to  the  opinion  of  another  committee,  was 
out  of  order.]  Mr.  D.  added  that  he  had  seeA 
these  acts  published  before  he  came  to  Congress 
this  session,  and  he  thought  it  extraordinary  that 
any  gentleman  should  wait  for  the  opinion  of  a 
committee  upon  a  subject  before  he  formed  hia 
own.  Mr.  D.  said  the  question  was  not  whether 
the  House  would  adopt  any  of  the  resolutions,  but 
whether  they  would  asree  Xo  discuss  them. 

Mr.  EiTTERA  said,  the  House  had  already  spent 
half  the  day  in  debating  whether  they  would  go 
into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  ana  he  hoped 
further  time  would  not  be  spent  on  th|  subject. 
He  thought  the  best  way  of  avoiding  war  was  to 
be  prepared  for  it.  He  wished,  therefore,  to  enter 
upon  the  business  and  proceed  with  it. 

Mr.  Gallatin  did  not  believe  too  much  time 
could  be  spent  upon  this  subject,  if  it  was  thought 
to  lead  to  war  measures.  Tlie  variety  of  subjecta 
which  had  Been  referred  to  this  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  had  given  rise  to  a  number  of  observations 
on  these  different  matters.  The  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  for  the  Protection  of  Commerce  and 
the  Defence  of  the  Country  had  declared  tha^ 
out  of  these  subjects,  he  only  meant  tq  call  up 
what  related  to  equipping  the  frigates,  to  the  es- 
tablishment of  a  foundry,  and  to  the  purchase  of 
a  number  of  vesseb  in  aid  of  the  frigates. 

Exclusively  of  these,  there  were  other  subjecti 
referred  to  the  same  Committee  of  the  Whole ;; 
one  of  them  relates  to  our  fortifications^  anothec 
to  the  establishment  of  a  Commissioner  of  Marine| 
and  another  to  the  arming  of  merchant  vessels. 
He  considered  some  of  these  sheets  as  uncon- 
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nected  with  our  relations  to  any  foreign  nation,  so 
far  as  relates  to  any  change  which  may  have  ta- 
ken place  since  the  last  session  ;  but  with  respect 
to  any  proposition  which  was  rejected  at  the  last 
session,  or  any  new  proposition  which  may  have 
been  produced  on  the  ground  of  a  change  of  our 
situation,  he  was  not  ready  at  present  to  act  upon 
it.  And  it  would  be  recollected  that  not  onljr  the 
arming  of  merchant  vessels,  but  the  proposition 
for  the  purchase  of  vessels,  was  rejected  at  the 
last  session. 

Mr.  6.  agreed  that  a  change  in  our  situation 
had.  in  a  certain  de£;ree,  taken  place  since  the  last 
session ;  he  agreed  this  change  was  of  importance  ; 
it  consisted  in  the  intelligence  received  from  our 
Envoys  Extraordinary  that  they  had  not  been  of- 
ficially received  by  the  Government  of  France, 
thougn  they  had  remained  in  that  country  about 
three  months.  The  question  was,  whether  that 
intimation  in  itself  is  sufficient  to  induce  Con- 
gress to  adopt  new  measures,  or  to  take  up  such 
as  were  rejected  at  the  last  session.  To  him  there 
was  not  sufficient  reason  for  this  purpose,  because 
he  expected  further  information  upon  the  subject; 
and  unless  the  House  knew^  not  only  that  our 
Ministers  had  not  been  received,  but  why  they 
had  not  been  received,  whether  it  was  from  the 
want  of  powers,  or  any  other  circumstance  not 
known  to  us,  it  was  difficult  to  say  what  measures 
ouffht  to  be  taken. 

Another  reason  was,  that  though  our  Ministers 
themselves  inform  the  Executive  that  they  have 
not  been  received,  nor  have  any  hopes  of  it,  or 
that  the  objects  of  their  mission  will  be  accom- 
plished, they  still  remain  in  Paris ;  and  so  long 
as  they  remain  there,  however  feeble  the  hope, 
they  have  some  hope  of  being  received,  or 
they  would  leave  the  place,  as  it  must  be  unplea- 
sant to  them  to  sacrifice  their  feelings  by  remain- 
ing there  any  longer  than  the  occasion  requires. 
So  long  as  we  had  not  information  that  they  had 
left  the  country  he  did  not  think  any  new  mea- 
sures ought  to  be  gone  into,  or  measures  which,  in 
their  tendency,  must  lead  to  war.  When  he  said 
this,  he  did  not  mean  to  say  anything  against  tak- 
ing measures  of  self-defence.  We  ought  to  take 
every  measure  of  this  kind;  but,  unfortunately, 
however  easy  this  was  to  be  done  on  land,  it 
could  not  be  carried  to  sea  without  danger  of  war. 
Such  is  the  nature  of  self-defence  at  sea  that  if  it 
be  carried  out  of  our  own  jurisdiction  it  is  inti- 
mately connected  with  offensive  operations. 

Thus,  with  respect  to  the  arming  of  merchant- 
men, by  putting  arms  into  the  hands  of  individu- 
als, it  might  lead  to  war,  while  it  was  intended 
only  for  self-defence  against  attack.  Indeed,  such 
is  tne  law  of  nations  with  respect  to  the  searching 
of  vessels,  that  it  is  difficult  to  distinguish  be- 
tween lawful  and  unlawful  searches.  Other 
gentlemen,  who  believe  it  possible  to  guard  against 
this  danger,  and  who  wisn  for  a  defence  at  sea, 
Bot  only  wish  the  measure  now  to  be  adopted,  but 
they  wished  it  at  a  former  session.  The  same  rea- 
son, however,  which  led  the  House  to  reject  this 
measure  heretofore  would  lead  them  to  oppose 
taking  it  up  at  this  time. 


It  remained  to  be  considered  whe^ier  it  would 
be  proper  to  go  into  a  committee  on  those  mea- 
sures which  were  agreed  to  at  the  last  session,  but 
which  now  required  further  appropriations.  There 
were  two  such  measures,  namely,  the  frijerates  and 
fortifications.  With  respect  to  the  fortifications, 
he  was  always  willing  to  appropriate  as  much  as 
was  necessary  for  this  object.  No  difference  ever 
took  place  on  this  subject,  except  as  to  the  amount 
to  be  appropriated.  He  should,  therefore,  have 
no  objection  to  this  measure;  but  it  was  not  ne- 
cessary to  be  gone  into  at  present ;  it  will  do  to 
be  considered  at  any  time  during  this  session,  as 
there  remains  a  balance  of  t^jOOO  unexpended 
of  the  last  appropriation. 

The  only  measure  which  seems  necessary  to  be 
gone  into  at  present  is  the  frigates.  The  objec- 
tion made  to  this  measure  had  been  that  the  Ex- 
ecutive might  employ  the  frigates  in  an  improper 
manner.  This  apprehension  he  supposed  to  be 
grounded  upon  the  first  section  of  the  act  of  last 
session,  which  gives  the  President  the  right  of 
employing  them  without  restriction.  If  it  was 
their  opinion  that  the  President  would  employ 
the  frigates  in  a  manner  dangerous  to  the  peace  of 
the  country,  it  would  be  a  good  argument  against 
appropriating  the  money  ;  and  it  would  be  with- 
in the  recollection  of  members  that  the  sense  of 
the  House  had  b^n  twice  taken  in  favor  of  re- 
stricting the  use  of  the  frigates ;  but,  through  fear 
of  losing  the  bill,  the  point  was  given  up.  Though, 
however,  he  was  at  that  time  against  the  Presi- 
dent's having  the  discretion  to  use  the  frigates  as 
he  pleased,  he  was  not  now  afraid  of  their  being 
employed  improperly.  He  had  always  opposed 
the  building  of  the  frigates  in  every  stage,  be- 
cause he  thought  the  expense  attending  them 
would  be  greater  than  the  advantage  to  be  derived 
from  them,  but  he  did  not  wish  now  to  oppose 
the  motion  for  going  into  a  committee  on  this 
subject. 

With  respect  to  ^he  question  of  war,  Mr.  O. 
did  not  believe  any  gentleman  could  wish  for  it 
as  an  abstract  good.  He  believed  every  one 
thought  it  an  evil ;  but  he  believed  there  were 
gentlemen  in  the  House  who  would  be  willing  ta 
^o  to  war  for  causes  which  others  did  not  think 
justifiable.  He  did  not  know,  indeed,  but  when 
they  come  to  go  into  the  subject  that  they  mi^ht 
all  agree ;  but  he  believed  this  was  the  distinction 
to  be  drawn  between  the  different  opinions  of  dif- 
ferent gentlemen. 

Two  other  reasons  might,  perhaps,  be  alleged 
why  the  House  should  not  go  into  a  committee 
on  this  subject ;  the  one  was,  because  the  subject 
had  been  postponed  for  an  inquiry  into  the  subject 
of  former  expenses,  aad  the  committee  of  inquiry 
have  not  reported.  For  his  own  part,  he  believed 
there  had  been  much  extravagance  in  the  expendi- 
ture ;  but,  as  no  report  had  been  made,  and  as  it 
could  not  be  soon  expected,  he  believed  those  gen- 
tlemen who  wished  to  see  the  frigates  equipped, 
had  better  proceed  in  the  business  without  this 
report.  The  other  reason  was.  that  he  thought 
the  House  had  not  sufficient  information  relative 
to  the  pay  and  subsistence  of  the4¥avy.  When 
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the  account  was  formerly  laid  before  the  House, 
the  rations  were  charged  twenty  cents,  they  were 
now  charged  twenty-eight  cents,  and  it  was  .well 
known  that  there  had  been  no  advance  in  the 
price  of  provisions  to  warrant  the  addition.  And 
though  he  had  been  unsuccessful  in  his  attenapts  to 
prevent  the  building  of  the  frigates,  since  they  are 
Duilt  and  must  go  into  service,  he  should  wish  to 
keep  down  the  expense  as  much  as  he  could  with 
propriety  do  it.  He  had,  therefore,  no  objection 
to  go  into  a  committee  on  the  resolution  for  com- 
pleting and  equipping  the  frigates,  though  he 
should  at  present  be  opposed  to  do  so  with  respect 
to  that  providing  for  the  pay  of  the  crew,  as  he 
wished  for  further  information  on  the  subject,  and 
as  there  were  yet  9^)000  of  the  former  appropria- 
tion unexpended. 

Mr.  Sbwall  said,  when  he  first  proposed  to  go 
into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  tne  state  of 
the  Union,  he  suggested  that  his  principal  object 
was  to  provide  for  the  completing  and  e(|uipping 
the  frigates,  and  he  thought  it  was  sufficient,  ac- 
cording to  the  rules  of  the  House,  to  mention  one 
object  as  a  reason  for  going  into  a  Committee  on 
the  state  of  the  Union.  He  thought  this  debate 
had,  therefore,  been  of  a  verv  unusual  nature. 

Mr.  Nicholas  had  no  oojection  to  go  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  take  up  the  subject 
of  the  frigates.  His  objection  was  to  the  going 
into  other  measures  which  had  been  suggest^  by 
the  Chairman  when  he  made  his  motion,  such  as 
purchasing  vessels,  dbc. 

The  question  forgoing  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  was  put  and  carried,  there  bein^  64  votes 
for  it ;  when  the  resolutions  for  completing,  equip- 
jnng,  and  manninff  the  frigates,  and  then  for  the 
pay  of  the  crews,  Obc.,  were  agreed  to,  and  a  bill 
was  directed  to  be  reported  accordingly. 

THE  JUDICIARY. 
The  House,  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Livingston, 
went  into  a  Uommittee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill 
supplementary  to  the  act  for  establishing  the  Ju- 
dicial Courts  of  the  United  States ;  but  not  having 
ffone  through  the  bill  the  committee  rose,  and  had 
leave  to  sit  again. 


Wednesday,  March  14. 

Mr.  N.  Smith,  from  the  committee  appointed 
for  that  purpose,  reported  a  bill  supplementary  to, 
and  in  alteration  of,  the  act  for  the  relief  of  per- 
sons imprisoned  for  debt.  Committed  for  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  Sbwall,  from  the  committee  appointed  for 
that  purpose,  presented  a  bill  for  an  additional  ap- 
propriation to  provide  and  support  a  Naval  Arma- 
ment ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  for 
to-morrow. 

The  House  aoain  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Wnole  on  the  bill  supplementary  to 
the  act  for  establishtog  the  Judicial  Courts  of  the 
United  States;  when,  after  undergoing  some 
amendments,  it  was  agreed  to;  and,  the  committee 
harinff  risen,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  toird  reading  to-morrow. 


A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate  inform' 
ing  the  House  that  they  had  passed  the  bill  making 
alterations  in  the  law  imposing  a  duty  on  stamped 
vellum,  parchment,  and  paper,  with  an  amend-^ 
ment ;  which  was  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

They  also  sent  a  bill  to  the  House  for  granting 
certain  land  to  Stephen  Monro,  and  others,  at 
Galliopolis,  in  the  Northwestern  Territory  j  which 
was  twice  read  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  subject  of  Northwestern  Territory  land. 

CITY  OP  WASHINGTON. 

Mr.  Craik  moved  that  the  House  go  into  a 
ComoQittee  of  the  Whole  on  the  report  of  the 
committee  to  whom  was  referred,  on  the  23d  ult.. 
the  Message  from  the  President  of  the  Unitea 
States,  enclosing  a  memorial  from  the  Commis- 
sioners appointed  under  the  act  for  establishing 
the  temporary  and  permanent  seat  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  ;  which  motion  bein^ 
agreed  to,  the  House  went  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  subject,  and  the  memorial  and 
report  having  been  read,  the  following  resolution 
was  under  consideration: 

**Re»oh€d,  That  two  hundred  thousand  dollars  be 
appropriated  for  completing  the  buildings  requisite  for 
the  Goremment  of  the  United  States,  at  the  city  of 
Washington,  to  be  subject  to  the  draughts  of  the  resi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  for  the  time  being,  not  ex- 
ceeding one-third  of  the  said  sum  in  any  one  year.^ 

After  some  observations  by  Mr.  J.  Williams 
against  agreeing  to  this  resolution,  on  the  ground 
that  it  was  never  expected  that  Congress  was  to 
be  at  any  expense  in  erecting  the  public  buildings; 
but  that  the  Slates  of  Maryland  and  Virginia  who 
had  ceded  the  land  for  the  purpose  of  the  city,  had 
engaged  to  provide  them,  and  except  they  did  pro- 
vide them,  Congress  was  not  obliged  xo  remove 
there  at  the  time  appointed, 

Mr.  Gordon  proposed  an  amendment,  to  strike 
out  $200,000,  and  insert ""  $66,666,"  as  it  was  stated 
that  only  one-third  part  of  the  $200,000  were  to  be 
expended  in  any  one  year. 

This  amendment  occasioned  considerable  de- 
bate, and  was  at  lenjrth  negatived,  there  being  only 
22  votes  for  it.  The  resolution  itself  was  then 
carried,  by  58  members  voting  in  its  favor ;  and  a 
committee  was  appointed  to  bring  in  a  bill  accord- 
ingly. 

Tne  resolution  was  advocated  by  Messrs.  Nich- 
olas. Thatcher,  Rdtledge,  S.  Smith.  Harper, 
Craik,  and  T.  Claiborne,  and  opposed  oy  Messrs. 
Livingston,  Varnum,  and  J.  Williams. 


Thursday,  March  15. 

Mr.  Craik  reported  a  bill  making  an  appropri- 
ation for  completing  the  buildings  necessary  for 
the  accommodation  of  the  Government  at  the 
city  of  Washington ;  which  was  committed  for 
to-morrow. 

THE  JUDICIARY. 

The  bill  supplementary  to  the  act  establishing  the 
Judicial  Courts  of  the  United  States,  was  read  the 
third  time,  and  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  on 
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the  qoestion  of  passing.  [This  bill  originated  upon 
a  resolution  brotight  forward  by  la  member  from 
New  York,  (Mr.  Liyinqston,)  in  order  to  provide 
for  the  tcial  of  causes  in  which  two  States  are 
concerned,  in  the  next  adjoining  State,  in  order  to 
obtain  an  impartial  trial.  What  ^ve  immediate 
cause  to  the  bill  was  a  case  which  is  now  pending 
between  the  States  of  New  York  and  Coonecti- 
cat.}  After  considerable  debate,  the  yeas  and 
nays  were  taken,  and  stood  39  to  58,  as  follows : 

Ymajb — Jamos  A.  Bi^trd,  Dvhd  Brooks,  Christo- 
pher G.  GhampUn,  Matthew  Clay,  Jamea  Cochran, 
Qearge  Dent,  Lucas  filmendorph,  Henry  Glen,  Robert 
Goodloe  Harper,  David  Holmes,  Hezekiah  L.  Hosmer, 
Walter  Jones,  Matthew  Lyon,  John  Nicholas,  Harrison 
G.  Otis,  Isaac  Parker,  Jo«ah  Parker,  John  Rntledge,  jr. , 
Stmuel  Sewall,  Tompson  J.  Skinner,  Peleg  Sprague, 
Richard  Sprigg,  jr.,  Thomas  Tillinghast,  Abram  Trigg, 
John  Trigg,  John  £.  Van  Alen,  Philip  Van  Cortlandl, 
Joseph  B.  Vamura,  and  John  Williams. 

NAT8~^ohn  Allen,  George Baer,  jr.,  Abraham  Bald 
win,  David  Baid,  Bailey  Bartlett,  Thomas  Blount,  Rich- 
aid  Bient,  Nathan  Bryan,  Stephen  Bullock,  Demsey 
Burges,  John  Chapman,  Thomas  Claiborne,  William 
Charles  Cole  Claiborne,  John  (.'lopton,  Joshua  Coit, 
William  Craik,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  John  Dawson,'  John 
Dennis,  Thomas  Evans,  William  Findley,  Abiel  Foster, 
Dwight  Foster,  John  Fovrler,  Jonathan  Freeman,  Na- 
thaniel Freemtn,  jr.,  Albert  Gallatin,  William  B.  Giles^ 
James  Gillespie,  Channoey  Goodrich,  Andrew  Gregg, 
Roger  Griswold,  William  Barry  Grove,  John  A.  Hanna, 
Thomas  Hartley,  Joseph  Heister,  William  Hindman, 
James  H.  Imlay,  John  Wilkes  Kittera,  Samuel  Lyman, 
James  Machir,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Blair  McClenachan, 
John  Milledge,  Lewis  R.  Morris,  Anthony  New,  James 
Schureman,  William  Shepard,  Thomas  Shmiduon, 
Nathaniel  Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  William  Smith,  Ridi- 
ard  Stanford,  Thomas  Sumter,  Richard  Thomas,  Alara- 
hamVeBaUe,  Peleg  Wadsworth,  and  Robert  Williams. 


Fbidat,  March  16. 

Mr.  Macon,  from  the  Committee  of  Revisal  and 
Unfinished  Business,  made  a  further  report,  stating 
(hat  a  part  of  the  law  respecting^  post  offices  and 
post  roads,  would  expire  before  me  next  session  of 
Congress.  This  report  was  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee on  the  subiect  of  nost  offices  and  post 
roads,  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

NAVAL  ARMAMENT. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sbwall,  the  House  went  into 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  making  an 
additional  appropriation  to  provide  and  support  a 
Naval  Armament;  when,  the  bill  having  been 
read, 

Mr.  S.  moved  to  fill  the  blank  appropriating 
money  for  the  piy  and  subsistence,  for  tne  term 
<^  one  year,  of  the  officers  and  crews,  with 
^16,679.  Some  objections  had  been  made  to  the 
{vice  at  which  the  rations  had  been  fixed,  when 
the  subject  was  formerly  before  the  House.  He 
had,  in  consequence,  msule  inquiries  on  the  sub- 
ject, and  had  been  informed  that  twenty-ei^ht 
cents  per  ration  was  the  lowest  prise  at  which 
they  could  be  obtained. 

Mr.  Oall  tin  asked  whether  the  geBtlemm's 


inquiry  had  extended  to  the  price  paid  for  the  ra- 
tions to  the  troops  stationed  m  the  UMrts,  other  than 
those,  on  the  frontiers.  The  contract  for  these 
would  be  the  best  data  for  the  price  to  be  allowed 
in  this  case. 

Mr.  Sewall  did  not  think  it  necessary  to  make 
this  inquiry. 

The  question  was  put  and  carried. 

Mr.  Sewall  then  moved  to  fill  the  blank  to  de- 
frav  the  wear,  losses,  expenditure  of  ammunition, 
ana  other  contingent  expenses,  with  $63,700. 

Mr.  Gallatin  said  the  estimate  before  him  for 
contingent  expenses  was  $60,000.  There  were 
$3,700  for  other  specific  purposes,  viz :  for  the 
salaries  of  clerks,  and  for  the  rent  of  the  naval 
vards  at  different  places.  He  thought  it  would  be 
best  to  distinguish  between  contingent  expenses 
and  salaries,  and  also  whether  the  clerks  were  au- 
thorized by  law,  or  whether  they  were  established 
by  this  bill.  If  tne  offices  were  already  established, 
the  salary  should  be  provided  by  law ;  if  not,  the 
law  should  first  be  passed  to  establish  the  offices. 

Mr.  Sewall  saia  that  while  there  remained  on 
hand  materials  which  had  been  purchased  for  the 
use  of  the  frigates  at  New  York,  Portsmouth,  and 
Norfolk,  it  would  be  necessary  to  have  persons 
there  to  take  care  of  them.  He  supposed  the  clerks 
were  authorized  by  law. 

Mr.  Gallatin  said  if  the  clerks  were  authorized 
by  law,  their  salaries  would  be  included  in  the 
ordinary  appropriations.  He  therefore  moved  to 
fill  the  blank  with  $60,000,  as  the  items  which 
were  mentioned  separately,  could  not  properly  be 
included  under  the  head  of  repairs  and  contingeat 
expenses  of  the  naval  armament,  as  this  related  lo 
the  frigates  only,  and  not  to  the  taking  care  of  any 
materials  on  hand. 

Mr.  J.  Parker  hoped  this  motioo  would  be 
agreed  to,  and  the  other  withdrawn.  The  clerks 
employed  at  the  places  which  had  been  mention- 
ed, might  at  present  be  necessary ;  but  he  thought 
some  provision  ouglit  to  be  maae  with  respect  to 
the  disposal  of  these  materials,  in  order  to  do  away 
the  necessity  of  employing  persons  to  take  care  of 
them. 

Mr.  Sewall  withdrew  his  motion,  and  that  for 
filling  the  blank  with  $60,000  was  carried. 

Mr.  Gallatin  then  moved  to  add  the  following 
words :  "  also  that  a  sum  not  exceeding  $2,200,  to 
pay  the  salary  of  persons  having  charge  of  the  na- 
vaf  yards  at  New  York,  Portsmouth,  and  Nor- 
folk, and  the  rents  of  the  same ;"  which  motioa 
was  carried. 

Mr.  Varnum  moved  to  strike  out  the  wordi 
"  for  sea,  with  all  convenient  speed."  He  thought 
these  words  were  a  direction  to  the  President  to 
send  the  frigates  to  sea,  at  any  rate,  with  all  con* 
venient  speed,  though  the  occasion  for  doing  ^tm 
might  depend  upon  some  future  consideration. 

Mr.  Isaao  Parker  said  the  only  natural  con- 
struction of  these  words  was,  as  to  the  manner  in 
which  the  vessels  were  to  be  equipped.  It  did  ^ 
not  follow  that  when  they  were  equipped  they 
would  be  sent  to  sea,  except  there  was  a  necessity 
for  it. 

Mr.  J.  WiLLiAMa  thoa9iit^4he  words  inonnte* 
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rial.  If  the V  woaM  produce  any  effect  in  accel- 
erating the  business,  he  thought  they  ouf!:ht  to  be 
reuined,  as  all  allowed  it  had  heretofore  been  suf- 
ficiently tardy. 

Mr.  Gallatin  said  the  law  of  last  session  went 
no  further  than  to  direct  the  vessels  to  be  "manned 
and  employed ;"  whereas  this,  bill,  though  only 
making  an  additional  appropriation  to  enable  the 
President  to  carrv  the  former  law  into  effect, 
seemed  to  eo  further.  It  appeared  to  direct  that 
they  should  "be  equipped  for  sea  with  all  conve- 
nient speed,"  while  the  former  law  ieft  it  to  the 
discretion  of  the  President  to  employ  them  as  he 
f  pleaaed.  If  it  were  wish^  that  the  business  should 
M  left  on  its  former  footing,  these  words  might 
with  propriety  be  struck  out ;  because,  after  the 
mooay  was  appropriated,  the  President  might  use 
what  speed  he  pleased  in  equipping  the  vessels. 

Mr.  Harper  said  it  would  seem  that  the  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania  did  not  know  the  dif- 
ferei^ce  between  preparing  the  vessels  for  sea,  and 
employing  them  after  they  are  prepared.  He  was 
persuaded,  however,  he  did  know  the  differ- 
ence. Though  that  House  had  not  the  power  to 
direct  how  the  vessels  should  be  employed,  yet 
thejr  could  direct  thera  to  be  prepared  with  all  con- 
venient speed.  It  was  the  business  of  that  House 
to  prepare,  and  of  the  President  to  employ ;  but 
the  object  of  this  motion  went  to  show  that  they 
were  both  the  same  thing.  Much  complaint  had 
been  made,  and  justly,  at  the  great  delay  which 
had  taken  place  in  this  business,  and  he  could  now 
see  no  objection,  therefore^  to  directingthem  to  be 
equipped  with  all  convenient  speed.  When  they 
were  equipped,  the  President  would  use  them  in 
such  a  way  as  the  state  of  the  country  shall  re- 
quire. If  the  Legblature  chose  to  put  tne  country 
in  a  state  of  war,  the  vessels  would  be  employed 
accordingly ;  or  if  it  remained  in  peace,  their 
employment  would  accord  with  such  a  state.  He 
hoped,  therefore,  the  words  would  be  retained. 

Mr.  Sewall  said^  the  same  words  were  con- 
tained in  the  resolution  upon  which  the  bill  was 
founded,  and  in  the  act  of  1796  a  similar  expression 
was  used.  He  thought  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania had  not  sumciently  attended  to  the  dis- 
tinct appropriations  contained  in  the  bill. 

Mr.  Dayton  (the  Speaker)  said,  the  law  of  last 
session  went  further  than  it  was  contemplated  by 
this  bill  to  go.  The  words  "  equip  for  sea,  with  au 
convenient  speed."  related  only  to  the  manner  in 
which  the  vessels  were  to  be  equipped,  as  it  was 
well  known  that  equipping  for  sea  and  equipping 
for  guard-ships  Twhich  was  the  sole  purpose  for 
which  some  gentlemen  had  wished  them  to  be  em- 
ployed) was  wholly  different.  The  law  of  the  last 
session  went  to  say  they  should  be  manned  and 
employed;  which  he  believed,  with  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina,  was  an  unnecessary  and 
improper  direction,  as  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  being  the  Commander-in-Chief,  was  the 
only  proper  judge  of  the  manner  of  employing 
them. 

Mr.  Thatcher  did  not  think  that  directing  the 
▼esseh  to  be  equipped  with  all  convenient  speed 
indicated  any  great  haste,  but  the  contrary. 


Mr.  Varnum  said,  gentlemen  had  on  former 
occasions^  been  very  tenacious  of  giving  the  Pre- 
sident directions  how  he  should  act  He  was 
unwilling  to  do  it  on  the  present  occasion;  and  he 
thought  if  these  words  were  struck  out,  no  one 
would  understand  that  the  frigates  were  to  be  fit- 
ted out  as  guardrship€.  But  if  the  bill  was  agreed 
to  as  it  now  stood,  he  was  of  opinion  that  it  would 
appear  to  their  constituents  that  the  Legislature 
believed  the  crisis  had  arrived  at  which  it  was 
necessary  to  send  out  frigates  to  sea  against  a  for- 
eign nation.  If  this  peiM  had  arrived,  he  wished 
it  to  be  declared  openly^  and  not  in  any  sideway 
manner.  Such  a  clause  was  very  unusual  in  an 
appropriation  bill. 

Mr.  Gallatin  believed  it  was  perfectly  true,  as 
stated  by  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  tnat 
words  of  this  Kind  were  never  inserted  when  an 
appropriation  only  was  wanted.  In  the  law  of 
1796,  he  admitted  that  similar  words  were  used, 
and  there  they  were  proper,  because  that  was  a 
law  for  the  construction  and  equipment  of  the  fri- 
gates ;  but  in  all  the  subsequent  laws,  which  were 
merely  appropriation  laws,  no  such  words  had  been 
used.  This  was  a  bill  to  grant  a  sum  of  money, 
and  it  was  not  intended  to  say  that  the  money 
should  be  granted  with  all  convenient  speed.  He 
believed,  since  they  were  to  be  equipped,  the  sooner 
they  were  done  the  better;  but  he  did  not  think  it 

E roper  to  insert  such  a  clause  in  an  appropriation 
ill. 

Mr.  Bayard  thought  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania made  a  nice  distinction  without  a  dif- 
ference. He  admitted,  that  if  the  bill  was  for  con» 
structing  the  frigates,  such  words  might  be  proper, 
hue  that  in  an  appropriation  bill  they  were  im- 
proper. He  saw  no  difference  between  the  two 
cases  j  and  if  it  was  the  wish  of  the  House  to  have 
the  frigates  equipped  speedily,  it  was  certainly  not 
improper  to  say  so.  in  his  opinion,  the  situation 
of  the  country  required  that  every  exertion  should 
be  made  in  the  business. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  striking  out  the 
words,  **with  all  convenient  speed,''  (the  moTer 
baviuff  agreed  to  exclude  the  words,  ''for  sea*^ 
from  this  motion,)  and  was  negatived— -47  to  38. 

The  committee  then  rose,  the  House  agreed  to 
the  amendments,  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  for  a  third  reading.  Monday  and  to-day 
were  mentioned  for  the  third  reading.  The  sense 
of  the  House  vras  first  taken  on  the  most  distant 
day,  and  negatived — 43  to  42.  It  was  accordiiigly 
ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  this  day.  Before 
the  House  rose,  it  received  its  third  reading  and 
passed — there  being  57  votes  in  its  favor. 

Mr.  J.Parkjbr  proposed  a  resolution  to  the  House 
directing  the  committee  which  had  been  appoint^ 
ed  to  inquire  into  the  expenditure  of  the  money 
heretofore  appropriated  tor  a  naval  armament, 
and  into  the  cause  of  delay  which  had  taken  plaee  f 
to  inquire  and  report  what  materials  remain  oa 
hand  which  will  not  be  wanted  for  the  three 
frigates  now  nearly  finished,  designating  what 
the  articles  are,  and  where  they  are;  and  also 
what  materials  have  been  disposed  of;  which  waa 
agreed  to.  ^  v 
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IMPRISONMENT  FOR  DEBT. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  N.  Smith,  the  House  went 
into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  supple- 
mentary to,  and  in  alteration  of,  the  act  for  the 
relief  of  persons  imprisoned  for  debt ;  when,  the 
bill  having  been  read. 

Mr.  J.  Williams  moved  to  strike  out  the  first 
section  of  the  bill.  He  was  persuaded  that  if  this 
bill  passed  it  would  be  very  injurious  to  the  rev- 
enue, and  in  the  end  prejudicial  to  the  fair  trader ; 
for,  if  such  a  law  had  been  in  being  the  last  year. 
Government  would  have  lost  half  a  million  of 
money ;  and  if  such  losses  were  sustained,  it  would 
lead  to  the  passing' of  laws  which  would  be  inju- 
rious to  commerce.  It  became  the  House  to  be 
cautious,  therefore,  in  makins^  alteratidiB  which 
might  so  materially  aJQTect  the  revenues  of  the 
Union ;  especially,  as  the  debentures  given  by  the 
custom-house  must  be  allowed,  whether  the  duties 
are  paid  or  not. 

Tnis  motion  was  negatived,  without  a  division. 

After  the  bill  had  undergone  several  amend- 
ments, one  of  which  was  to  provide  that  the  ben- 
efit of  this  law  shall  not  extend  to  persons  impris- 
oned for  debt  due  for  money  by  them  received  for 
or  on  account  of  the  United  States,  the  committee 
rose,  and  had  leave  to  sit  again. 


Monday,  March  19. 
RELATIONS  WITH  FRANCE. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States: 
Gentlemen  of  the  Senate^  and 

Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Representatives  ,- 

The  despatches  from  the  Envoys  Extraordinary  of 
the  United  States  to  the  French  Republic,  which  were 
mentioned  in  my  Message  to  both  Houses  of  Congress, 
of  the  fiiUi  in&tanty  have  been  examined  and  maturely 
considered. 

While  I  feel  a  satisfiiction  in  informing  you  that  their 
exertions  for  the  adjustment  of  the  diffeiences  between 
the  two  nations  have  been  sincere  and  unremitted,  it  is 
incumbent  on  me  to  declare  that  I  perceive  no  ground 
of  expectation  that  the  objects  of  their  mission  can  be 
accomplished  on  terms  compatible  with  the  safety,  honor, 
or  the  essential  interests  of  the  nation. 

This  result  cannot,  with  justice,  be  attributed  to  any 
want  of  moderation  on  the  part  of  this  Government,  or 
to  any  indisposition  to  forego  secondary  interests,  for 
the  preservation  of  peace.  Knowing  it  to  be  my  duty, 
and  believing  it  to  be  your  wish,  as  well  as  that  of  the 
great  body  of  the  people,  to  avoid,  by  all  reasonable  con- 
cessions, any  participation  in  the  contentions  of  Europe, 
the  powers  vested  in  our  Envoys  were  commensurate 
with  a  liberal  and  pacific  policy,  and  that  high  confi- 
dence which  might  justly  be  reposed  in  the  patriotism, 
abilities,  and  integrity,  of  the  characters  to  whom  the  ne- 
gotiation was  committed.  After  a  careful  review  of  the 
whole  sutyject,  with  the  aid  of  all  the  information  I  have 
noeived,  I  can  discern  nothing  which  could  have  insured 
or  contributed  to  sucoess  that  has  been  omitted  on  my 
P|art ;  and  nothing  farther  which  can  be  attempted,  con- 
sistently with  maxims  for  which  our  country  has  con- 
tended, at  every  hazard,  and  which  constitate  the  basis 
of  our  national  sovereignty. 

Under  these  circumstances,  I  cannot  forbear  to  reiter- 


ate the  recommendations  which  have  been  formeriy 
made,  and  to  exhort  you  to  adopt  with  promptitude, 
decision,  and  unanimity,  such  measures  as  the  ample 
resources  of  the  country  aflbrd,  for  the  protection  of  our 
commercial  and  seafiuing  citizens ;  for  the  defence  of  any 
exposed  portions  of  our  territory ;  for  replenishing  our 
arsenals,  establishing  foundries  and  military  manu&c- 
tures  ;  and  to  provide  such  efficient  revenue  as  will  be 
necessary  to  defray  extraordinary  expenses,  and  supply 
the  deficiencies  which  may  be  occasioned  by  depreda- 
tions on  our  commerce. 

The  present  state  of  things  is  so  essentiaUy  di£Bnent 
from  that  in  vihich  instructions  were  given  to  coUecton 
to  restrain  vessels  of  the  United  States  from  sailing  in 
an  armed  condition,  that  the  principle  on  which  thoee 
orders  were  issued  has  ceased  to  exist.  I  therefore  .deem 
it  proper  to  inform  Congress  that  I  no  longer  conceive 
myself  justifiable  in  continuing  them,  unless  in  partic- 
ular casses,  where  there  may  be  reasonable  ground  of 
suspicion  that  such  vessels  are  intended  to  be  employed 
contrary  to  law. 

In  all  your  proceedings  it  will  be  important  to  mani- 
fiest  a  zeal,  vigor,  and  concert,  in  defence  of  the  national 
rights,  proportioned  to  the  danger  with  which  they  are 
threatened. 

JOHN  ADAMS. 

Unitzd  Statzs,  March  19,  1798. 

This  Message  was  refered  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

INSOLVENT  DEBTORS. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  supplementary  to,  and 
in  alteration  of,  the  act  for  the  relief  of  persons 
imprisoned  for  debt ;  and,  after  some  discussion, 
the  committee  rose,  and  the  bill  was  recommitted 
to  a  select  committee. 

CITY  OF  WASHINGTON. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Craik,  the  House  went  into 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  making  an 
appropriation  for  completing  the  buildings  neces- 
sary for  the  accommodation  of  the  Government 
at  the  city  of  Washington.  The  bill  having  been 
read, 

Mr.  Gallatin  moved  to  strike  out  the  words, 
^'  for  completing  the  buildings,"  in  order  to  insert 
the  same  words  which  were  used  in  the  original 
act  for  establishing  the  permanent  seat  of  Govern- 
ment, viz:  ''for  providing  suitable  buildings  for 
the  Government  of  the  United  States."  His  object 
in  this  amendment  was,  not  to  give  any  sanction 
to  the  buildings  now  going  on  for  Governnient  in 
the  city  of  Washington^  and  oblige  the  Commis- 
sioners, under  the  direction  of  the  President  of  the 
United  Stales,  to  proceed  in  finishing  them,  how- 
ever improper  they  may  deem  them  for  the  pur- 
pose. He  wished,  on  the  contrary,  to  leave  the 
Commissioners  and  the  President  at  full  liberty, 
either  to  go  on  with  the  present  buildings,  or  to 
prepare  others  upon  a  more  suitable  and  economi- 
cal plan. 

Mr.  Craik  had  no  objection  to  this  amendment, 
and  it  was  accordingly  carried. 

The  committee  rose,  and  the  bill  was  ordered 
to  be  read  a  third  time  to  morrow. 
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RELIEF  TO  NON-COMMISSIONED  OFFICERS 
AND  SOLDIERS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  D.  Foster,  the  House  resolved 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  report 
of  the  Committe  of  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred 
tiie  petitions  of  Samuel  Abbot  and  others,  John 
Bennet  in  behalf  of  himself  and  Abraham  Sutton ; 
Samuel  Edy,  Francis  Guillow,  Thomas  Roche, 
Lemuel  Snow,  Joshua  Whitney,  by  Timothy 
Winn,  his  agent,  and  Thomas  Wdis.  The  report 
was  read,  as  follows  *.. 

**  The  object  of  these  petitioners  is  to  obtain  from  the 
pablic  the  arrears  of  pay,  &c.,  dae  them  for  their  services 
during  the  last  war.  Their  acc^onts  were  duly  and  pro- 
perly liqnidaled ;  certificates  for  their  respective  balances 
were  iaroed  by  the  proper  commissioner,  and  deposited  in 
the  hands  of  the  regrunental  agents,  pursuant  to  an  act  of 
Congress  of  the  third  day  of  November,  1783.  Bat  the 
peCitiaiiers  allege  that  they  never  received  their  certifi- 
cates!, by  reason  of  the  de&ult  of  the  agents  of  the  regi- 
menls  to  which  they  respectively  belonged. 

'*Tbe  committee  having  been  instructed  to  report  on 
tfiis  subiect,  generally,  have  not  confined  their  inquiries 
to  tfie  special  merits  of  the  individual  claims,  but  have 
eonaidered  it  with  a  view  to  all  similarly  circumstanced, 
and  alike  unfortunate. 

**  By  the  estabKshment  for  the  Army,  made  by  Congress 
on  the  37th  of  May,  1778,  it  was  dire<4ed,  *that  the 
psymaster  of  a  regiment  be  chosen  ^  the  officers  of  the 
vegiment  out  of  the  captains  or  subalterns,  and  that  the 
offiosre  should  risk  their  pay  in  their  hands.'  Every 
(^ficer  being  thus  interested  in  the  ability  and  integrity 
of  the  agent,  as  well  on  his  own  account  as  on  account 
of  the  soldiers,  was  an  inspector  of  the  conduct  of  the 
paymaster.  The  choice  was  generally  good  ;  there  were 
but  few  well-grounded  complaints  against  the  persons 
appointed ;  and  for  those,  prompt,  and  probably  judicious 
remedies,  were  administered  by  courts  martial. 

''At  the  end  of  the  war  it  became  expedient  to  dis- 
band the  Army,  whom  the  United  States  could  not  then 
pay,  without  even  delivering  to  the  individuals  the  evi- 
dences jof  the  debts  respectiinky  due  to  them  for  their  ser 
vices.  Accordingly,  on  the  third  of  November,  1788, 
Congress  resolved,  *  that  the  Paymaster  General  deposit 
in  the  hands  of  regimental  agents  the  certificates  for 
tfie  arrears  of  pay  due  to  the  pflicers  and  soldiers  of  their 
respective  lines,  to  be  by  them  delivered  to  the  individuals 
to  whom  they  belonged,  or  deposited,  for  their  benefit,  as 
the  supreme  Executive  of  the  State  to  which  the  respec- 
tive agents  belonged  should  direct 

'*  The  last-mentioned  resolution  is  silent  as  to  the  mode 
of  electing  regimental  agents.     In  pursuance  of  a  general 
order,  the  agents  were  appointed  by  a  majority  of  the 
officers  of  eadi  regiment,  as  in  the  case  of  the  regimental 
paymasters.     They  were  therefore  to  be  considered  as 
tile  legal  rejWesentatives  of  the  commissioned  officera :  but 
the  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates  neither  voted, 
nor  wwe  they  consulted  in  the  chmce;  they  could  not  of ' 
coarse  equitably  be  made  answerable  for  the  fidelity  of , 
the  aaid  agents.     Some  of  those  agents  proved  unfiiithful  : 
to  thdr  trusts,  and  some  of  the  non-commissioned  ofiicers  , 
and  privates  have  thereby  been  prevented  from  receiving 
tbdr  just  dues.  | 

"The  question  now  results,  whether  the  public  are 
not,  upm  the  principles  of  equity  and  justice,  under  ob-  ! 
lifation  to  make  good  to  the  non-commissioned  ofikers  . 
and  pdvatea  who  have  sufiaed  by  the  de£iults  of  the  said  | 


regimental  agents,  the  arrears  of  their  wages,  dec.,  to  which 
they  are  entitled. 

<*  From  the  nature  of  the  contract  between  the  United 
States  and  the  soldiers  who  engaged  in  the  service ;  fit>m 
the  circumstance  of  the  election  of  the  paymaster  having, 
by  act  of  Congress,  been  vested  exclusively  in  the  officera ; 
and  from  the  express  declaration  that  the  officers  should 
risk  their  pay  in  the  hands  of  the  paymasters,  and  from 
the  circumstance  of  the  same  mode  having  been  observed 
in  the  election  of  the  agents  whose  deficiencies  are  com- 
plained of,  it  seems  but  reasonable  to  infer,  that  the  sol- 
diery, who  were  excluded  from  any  participation  in  the 
election  of  either  the  paymaster  or  agent,  were  not  eon- 
aidered as  liable  to  be  afibcted  by  their  delinquencies. 

"  Upon  an  attentive  and  deliberate  consideration  of 
the  subject,  the  committee  cannot  find  any  just  princ^e 
upon  whi«ll  the  pubUc,  without  just  payment^  can  be 
exonerated  from  the  obligation  to  provide  for  that  sufifer- 
ing  class  of  citizens ;  they  are  therefore  of  opinion  that 
provision  should  be  made  by  law  to  afiS>rd  reliiBf.  Great 
caution  on  the  part  of  the  officera  of  the  Treasury  to  pre- 
vent abuses  would  undoubtedly  be  requisite.  It  is  the 
(pinion  of  the  committee,  that  such  caution  might  be 
exercised,  and  such  checks  provided,  as  would  prevent 
aUy  great  danger  of  imposition.  They  therefore  submit 
for  the  consideration  of  the  House  the  following  resolu- 
tions : 

"  Resolvedf  That  provision  ought  to  be  made  by  law 
for  the  relief  of  sucn  non-commissioned  officera  and 
soldiera  of  the  late  Continental  Army,  as  have  not  re- 
eeived  their  certificates  from  the  regimental  agents^  to 
whom  the  same  were  delivered,  pursuant  to  the  act  of 
Congress  of  the  third  day  of  November,  1783. 

<*  Resohoedy  That  the  officera  of  the  Treasury  be  au- 
thorized to  issue  registered  certificates  for  such  mjos  as 
shall  be  ascertained  to  be  justly  due  to  any  non-commis- 
sioned officera  and  soldiera  who,  by  defimlt  of  the  regi- 
mental agent,  were  prevented  firom  receiving  their  certifi- 
cates, issued  as  aforesaid" 

After  some  debate,  and  having  amended  the  first 
resolution  by  striking  out  the  words  printed  in 
italic,  and  inserting,  "  whose  certificates  of  pay 
were  delivered  to  the  regimental  agents,  pursuant 
to  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  3d  of  November,  1783, 
which  shall  appear  to  have  been  embezzled  by 
those  agents,  and  who,  in  consequence,  remain 
unpaid,''  the  committee  rose,  and  reported  the 
amendment.  The  House  agreed  to  tne  amend- 
ment. After  some  objections  to  the  resolution,  it 
was  negatived— 47  to  32. 

This  report  was  supported  by  Messrs.  D.  Pos- 
ter, Otis,  Sbwall,  Shepard,  Skinner,  and  Var- 
NUM ;  and  opposed  by  Messrs.  Datton,  Gallatin, 
and  Macon. 

Mr.  Harper,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  made  the  following  reports,  viz : 

An  unfavorable  report  on  the  petition  of  the 
Sergeant-at-Arms  and  Doorkeeper  for  an  increase 
of  salary  ;  and  on  a  petition  from  the  distillers  of 
Providence.  Rhode  Island,  praying  for  an  increase 
of  duty  on  foreign  spirits ;  both  of  which  were 
concurred  in  by  the  House. 

Mr.  H.  also  reported  the  three  following  bills, 
viz :  for  continuing  in  force  the  13th  section  of  the 
act  making  certain  regulations  in  the  collection  of 
internal  duties;  for  reviving  and  continuing  in 
force  an  act  respecting  the  compensation  of  clerks ; 
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and  a  bill  altering  the  time  of  making  entries  of 
stills.  All  which  were  committed  for  to-morrow. 
Mr.  Thatchkr  reported  a  bill  to  cootinue  in 
force  the  5th  section  of  the  act  respecting  post 
offices  and  post  roads,  which  was  also  committed 
for  to-morrow. 


Tuesday.  March  20. 

The  bin  appropriating  a  sum  of  money  for  pro- 
riding  suitable  buildings  for  the  Government  at 
the  city  of  Washington  was  read  the  third  time 
and  passed. 

FOREIGN  CONSULS. 
*  On  motion  of  Mr.  Otis,  the  House  resol  red  itself 
i»lo  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  report  of 
the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  subject 
of  our  foreign  Consuls  abroad  ;  which,  having 
been  read,  and  a  resolution  being  under  consider- 
ation for  appropriating dollars  to  reimburse 

advances  for  the  relief  of  sick  and  dbabled  sea- 
men, I 

Mr.  Otis  moved  to  fill  the  blank  with  §30,000, 
which  was  the  sum  which  the  Secretary  of  State 
had  estimated  necessary. 

Mr.  Gallatin  rose  to  move  an  amendment  to 
this  resolution.  It  appeared,  he  said^  from  the 
Speech  of  the  President  of  the  United  States;  by 
the  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  State  to  the  commit- 
tee, and  by  different  letters  enclosed  therein,  that 
the  resolution  before  the  committee  would  not  be 
adequate  to  the  end  proposed  to  be  effected.  Two 
objects  were  contemplated.  The  Secretary  of 
State  mentions  that  there  have  been  advances 
made*  by  our  Consuls  in  making  and  supporting 
the  claims  of  our  citizens  on  account  of  captures. 
The  Secretary  of  State  had  said  that  $30,000 
would  cover  these  advances  at  present,  for  both 
objects,  whereas  only  one  was  inserted  in  the  re- 
solution ;  and  it -was  evident  the  committee  do  not 
mean  to  report  another  resolution  for  the  other 
object,  since  the  Chairman  proposed  to  fill  the 
blank  with  the  whole  sum  estimatecffor  both  pur- 
poses. 

The  resolution  was  objectionable  in  another 
point  of  view.  It  will  appear,  by  recurring  to  the 
President's  Speech,  and  to  sundry  letters  accom- 
paning  this  report,  from  our  agents  abroad,  that 
the  reason  why  sick  and  disabled  seamen  cannot 
be  relieved  is,  not  because  sufficient  money  has 
not  been  appropriated  for  the  purpose,  but  because 
the  compensation  allowed  by  law  is  not  sufficient. 
It  is  only  twelve  cents  a  day.  If,  therefore,  $30,000 
were  to  be  appropriated  lor  this  purpose,  the  object 
would  not  be  answered,  without  an  authority  to 
allow  sick  and  disabled  seamen  more  than  12  cents 
a  day.  He  would  therefore  move  an  amendment 
which  should  make  the  resolution  read  as  follows. 
It  only  went  to  the  relief  of  seamen.  As  he  sup- 
posed gentlemen  had  another  object  in  view,  it 
would  be  necessary  to  have  a  separate  resolution 
for  that  object.    He  submitted  the  following : 

«  Resobfed,  That  the  Secretary  of  State  be  authorized, 
under  the  direction  of  the  Pierident  of  the  United  States, 
W  reimbttzie  such  reasonable  advances  as  may  have 
been  made,  or  shall  during  the  present  year  be  made, 


by  Omsuls  of  the  United  Skates  in  foreign  oonatries^ 
for  the  relief  of  sick  and  disabled  seamen,  beyond  the 

sums  for  that  purpose  allowed  by  law,  and  that 

dollars  be  appropriated  for  the  same." 

Mr.  Otis  said,  he  would  lay  another  resolution 
on  the  table,  to  answer  the  other  purpose  contem- 
plated. The  resolution  had  been  submitted  gen- 
eirally ;  but  both  objects  were  intended  to  be  inclu- 
ded m  the  bill,  when  brought  in.  He  therefore 
proposed  to  till  the  blank  in  the  resolution  which 
nad  beeu  agreed  to  with  half  the  sum  viz:  $15,000. 

Mr.  Gordon  thought  it  would  be  best  to  incor- 
porate both  objects  in  the  same  resolution,  as  the 
estimate  had  been  made  upon' both,  and  it  was 
impossible  for  the  committee  to  determine  how 
much  would  be  wanted  for  each  object. 

Mr.  Gallatin  observed,  the  resolution  might 
be  a£nreed  to  in  blank,  and  filled  up  in  the  bilL 
Mr.  U.  said,  it  appeared  that  the  Consuls  had,  in 
some  instances,  advanced  money  on  account  of 
the  claims  of  our  citizens,  whicli  it  would  be  ne- 
cessary for  Government  to  reimburse.  He  under- 
stood, however,  that  merchants  and  owners  of 
vessels  usually  reimbursed  the  money  expended 
bv  our  Consub  in  making  and  enforcing  their 
claims,  and  that  all  which  was  required  oif  Gov- 
ernment was  to  advance  the  money.  Before  any 
appropriation  was  made  for  this  object,  it  would 
be  necessary  to  authorize  the  expense,  which 
might  be  done  at  the  same  time  that  the  appropri- 
ation was  made.  Mr.  G.  proposed  the  foliowmg 
resolution : 

*<  Reaohedy  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  authorized  to  reimburse  certain  advances  made  by 
the  Consuls  of  the  United  States  in  supporting  the 
claims  of  our  citizens  before  the  tribunals  of  foreign 
countries,  and  that  the  sum  of dollars  be  appro- 
priated for  the  same.'' 

This  resolution  was  also  agreed  to,  and  a  com- 
mittee appointed  to  bring  in  a  bill  accordingly. 

ACCOUNTS  OF  WILLIAM  CARMICHAEL. 

Mr.  Harper  said,  he  had  received  information 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  that  the  ac- 
counts of  the  late  William  Carmichael,  Chargfe 
d'Afiaires  of  Spain,  had  been  examined,  and  that 
there  was  found  a  balance  due  to  his  representa- 
tives of  $9,664  14  cents.  He,  therefore,  proposed 
the  following  resolution  to  the  House,  which  he 
wished  to  be  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole: 

*^  Resolved,  That dollars  be  appropriated  for  the 

balance  found  due  to  William  Carmichael,  late  Charg^ 
d'Afifdres  at  the  Court  of  Spain." 

The  House  accordingly  went  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  this  subject,  and  after  having 
filled  the  blank  with  the  sum  above  mentioned 
rose,  and,  the  House  having  concurred  in  the 
amendment,  a  bill  was  ordered  to  be  brought  in 
accordingly. 

EXPORTATION  OF  ARMS,  ^c 

The  House,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Hartley,  resolv- 
ed itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
bill  for  continuing  in  force  the  act  prohibiting  f^r 
a  limited  time,  the  exportation  of  arms  and  am* 
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manition,  aod  for  encouniging  the  importation 
thereof. 

No  amendment  being  proposed  the  committee 
rose^  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for 
a  third  reading  to-morrow. 

SfiTTLEMENT   OP  LIMITS  WITH  GEORGIA. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Harper  the  House  then  re- 
solved itscdf  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  bill  for  an  amicable  settlement  of  limits  with 
the  State  of  Georgia,  and  authoriziQ|^  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  Gtovemment  in  the  Mississippi  Ter- 
ritory. 

Mr.  MiLLEDGE  moved  to  strike  out  the  words 
^  or  under,"  in  the  last  line  but  one  of  the  first  sec- 
tion, as  no  person  had  any  legal  claim  upon  any 
part  of  that  Territory,  and  the  retaining  them 
would  seem  to  sanction  claims  which  had  been 
declared  not  to  exist,  aod  would  be  offensive  to 
the  State  of  Georgia.  Two  different  claims  had 
.been  pretended,  but  they  had  been  declared  by  the 
L^islature  to  be  null  and  void,  and  he,  as  a  Rep- 
resentative of  that  State,  declared  there  was  no 
claim  upon  it. 

Mr.  Harper  was  opposed  to  strikiujg  out  these 
words.  Whether  the  claims  of  certain  individu- 
als upon  this  territory  were  well  or  ill-founded, 
was  not  now  the  question,  their  validity  must  be 
determined  in  a  Court  of  Justice.  That  there  did 
exist  claims,  in  which  a  sreaX  number  of  persons 
were  interested,  was  well  known ;  and  the  ques- 
tion was,  whether^  when  the  United  Stales  were 
about  to  make  an  amicable  settlement  with  the 
State  of  Georgia,  it  would  not  be  good  policy  to 
hold  out  also  an  accommodation  with  those  per- 
sons? Nor  could  he  believe  that  the  State  of  Geor- 
gia could  take  offence  at  this.  The  United  States 
come  forward  to  the  State  of  Georgia,  and  say,  you 
have  a  claim  to  a  large  territory,  to  part  of  which 
we  lay  claim,  to  other  parts  we  have  none,  but  we 
know  that  certain  individuals  have  claims  upon  it. 
It  is  the  desire  of  the  United  States  io  put  an  end 
to  this  dispute.  Should  we  ag^ree  with  you  for 
the  cessipn  of  this  territory,  and  be  placed  in  your 
situation,  then  we  shall  have  on  our  hands  the  lit- 
igation with  the  persons  who  claim  upon  you,  and 
will  settle  the  business  with  them  as  well  as  we 
can.  This,  he  said,  could  have  no  other  appear- 
ance than  that. the  Government  of  the  United 
States  were  desirous  of  accommodating  a  differ- 
ence which  might  not  otherwise  be  easily  settled. 
A  neffotiation  would,  of  course,  take  place  between ' 
the  United  States  and  Georgia.  That  State  could 
not  be  expected  to  cede  this  territory  without  an 
adequate  compensation,  and  when  they  had  ob- 
tained this,  our  settling  any  difference  with  per- 
sons who  lay  claim  to  a  part  of  this  territory 
could  not  affect  that  State,  and  the  retaining  of 
these  words  would  show  to  the  persons  claiming, 
that  though  the  United  States  would  not  allow 
their  claim,  they  were  willing  to  refer  it  to  ami- 
cable settlement.  A  very  powerful  part  of  Greor- 
fia,  said  he,  are  interested  m  these  claims.  Sales 
ave  been  made,  or.all^d  to  be  made,  to  a  num- 
ber of  companies,  which  included  a  ^reat  variety 
of  characters  and  interests,  consideraole  for  their 


number  and  for  their  activity.  How  will  this 
clause  operate  upon  that  class  of  men  ?  The  State 
of  Georgia,  we  know,  has  denied  their  right. 
They  say  the  act  by  which  the  sale  was  made 
was  obtained  by  fraud,  and  was  unconstitutional. 
These  men,  therefore,  have  no  hope  while  Georgia 
possesses  this  territory^but  if  the  United  States  hold 
out  in  this  act  the  idea  of  an  amicable  settlement 
with  them,  would  they  not  be  enlisted  in  behalf  of 
the  cession,  and  this  by  two  words  in  the  bill  be- 
fore the  committee  ?  Mr.  H.  said  he  had  no  inter- 
est in  these  claims.  There  was  a  period  in  which 
he  had  an  interest  in  them,  but  when  there  was  a 
prospect  in  the  year  1795  of  the  business  coming 
before  Congress,  he  gave  up  bis  ri^ht  to  them. 

Mr*  Venablb  was  in  favor  of  the  amendment. 
It  was  of  much  greater  importance  than  the  gen- 
tleman from  Qouth  Carolina  seemed  to  thinx  it. 
He  asked  whether  gentlemen  weie  prepared  to 
appropriate  a  sum  of  monev  to  satisfv  these  Greor* 
gia  purchasers,  which  would  not  be  less  than  half 
a  million  of  dollars.  Nay,  he  supposed  it  would 
be  considerable  more,  as  j^rt  of  the  land  had  been 
sold  out  by  the  original  purchasers,  and  considerar 
ble  advances  made,  all  which,  he  supposed,  it  was 
the  intention  of  the  bill  to  refund.  The  individu- 
als having  declined  to  take  back  the  half  millioa 
of  dollars  which  they  had  paid  for  the  land,  choos- 
ing rather  to  risk  the  whole  than  give  up  their 
claim,  it  may  be  expected  they  will  be  high  ia 
their  demands.  Beljeving  that  these  words 
were  introduced  with  a  view  of  indemnifying  the 
purchasers  of  these  lands,  he  thought  it  important 
that  they  should  be  struck  out.  He  believed,  be- 
sides, that  it  would  never  be  a  profitable  thins  for 
the  United  States  to  go  into  the  purchase  of  back 
lands.  They  must  calculate  upon  a  certain  loss 
in  any  su  ch  speculation.  The  expenses  attending 
the  sales,  the  difficulty  of  collecting  money,  insol- 
vencies, &c.,  were  considerations  sufficient  to  deter 
the  Government  from  engaging  in  such  a  business. 
Besides,  if  this  amendment  was  agreed  to,  and. 
Greorgia.  made  a  cession  of  this  territory  to  the 
United  Slates,  the  claims  of  individuals  would 
stand  on  the  same  ground  as  before  the  cession.  If 
their  claim  was  good,  it  would  still  remain  so  $  and 
if  not  good  at  present,  it  ought  never  to  be  good. 
He  hoped,  therefore,  the  amendment  would  obtain. 

Mr.  Nicholas  could  scarcely  believe  that  there 
could  be  a  serious  intention  in  any  part  of  theoomr 
nciittee  to  give  the  proposed  power  to  the  Commis- 
sioners to  be  appointed  under  this  law,  viz :  to  bind 
the  United  States  to  any  amount,  not  only  to  the 
State  of  Georgia,  but  to  individual  claimants  oa 
this  territory.  And  is  it,  said  he,  a  business  of  this 
magnitude  that  engages  so  little  the  attention  of 
the  committee  ?  If  liis  was  the  object  of  the  bill, 
it  was  one  of  the  most  important  questions  upon 
which  he  had  ever  been  called  to  act;  but  he 
could  scarcely  think  the  subject  could  be  of  such 
magnitude,  when  he  recollected  what  the  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina  had  stated  was  the  ad- 
vantage to  be  derived  to  the  United  States  from 
entering  into  this  enga^einent ;  it  was  that  these 
persons  would  use  their  influence  with  the  State 
of  Georgia  to  make  the  surrender.    It  was  a  little 
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remarkable  that,  for  so  little,  the  gentleman  should 
be  inclined  to  give  so  much.  Indeed,  instead  of 
this  gaining  any  advantage  to  the  United  States, 
the  eentleman  from  Georgia  had  stated  that  even 
to  glance  at  these  claims  would  be  offensive  to 
that  State.  Before  this  power  was  given  to  the 
Commissioners  the  committee  ought  to  be  ready 
to  appropriate  at  least  a  million  of  dollars  for 
the  purpose.  He  thought  it  would  be  very  im- 
prudent to  embark  in  any  such  speculation,  and 
th^by  pledge  themselves  to  provide  money  to 
any  amount  which  it  may  please  these  commis- 
sioners to  stipulate  for.  We  have,  said  he,  land 
enouffh  already,  and  need  not  purchase  more ;  es- 
pecially as  we  nnd  a  slow  sale  for  what  we  have. 
if  the  jurisdiction  was  wanted,  let  it  be  stipulated 
for  separately,  and  not  think  of  going  to  purchase 
an  immense  territory,  one-half  of  which  we  have 
a  claim  to  already,  while  we  have  several  millions 
of  acres  more  than  we  know  what  to  do  with. 

Mr.  MiLLEDGE  said  it  was  the  wish  of  the  people 
of  (Georgia  that  a  cession  of  the  dominion  and  soil 
of  this  territory  should  be  made  to  the  United 
States,  and  the  L^islature  of  that  State  are  ready 
to  meet  the  UnitedStates  on  the  business ;  but  if 
these  words  were  retained  they  would  prove  an 
obstacle  in  the  way  of  the  cession  of  either  the 
territory  or  jurbdiction.  as  the  Legislature  were 
determmed  to  set  their  face  against  these  pretend- 
ed purchasers.  Indeed,  two  of  the  individual 
purchasers  are  now  contesting  with  each  other; 
and,  therefore,  for  the  United  States  to  interfere, 
would  only  be  to  involve  them  in  difficulties  and 
lawsuits;  for  the  purchase  is  not  only  denied  by 
the  State  of  Qeorgia^  but  the  individual  purchasers 
themselves  are  denying  to  each  other  tne  legality 
of  their  purchases. 

Mr.  Baldwin  said,  the  committee  would  recol- 
lect the  manner  in  which  this  subject  came  under 
consideration,  by  means  of  the  Message  from  the 
President,  who  recommetided  that  the  right  of 
soil  and  jurisdiction  of  this  territory  should  be 
obtained,  and  when  this  was  done,  that  the  United 
States  oufht  to  establish  a  temporary  government 
there,  m  notice  was  taken  by  him  of  any  inter- 
fering claims.  The  present  motion  was  intended, 
and  he  thought  it  best,  to  confine  their  attention  to 
the  objects  recommended  by  the  President  The 
other  question  would  of  course  be  left  open.  If 
the  United  States  meant  to  go  back  to  all  the 
rights  of  the  Natchez  country,  they  might  go  back 
to  the  right  of  Great  Britain,  afterwards  to  that 
of  Spain,  and  of  different  companies  of  indivi- 
duals. He  thought  it  best  to  confine  the  object  of 
the  bill.  When  a  temporary  government  is  esta- 
blished, and  an  amicable  adjustment  has  taken 
place  between  the  Vnited  States  and  Georgia,  it 
will  then  remain  a  question  with  the  United 
States,  whether  it  will  be  best  to  settle  the  inter- 
ferinjg^  claims  by  a  general  power  given  to  Com- 
missioners, or  to  leave  them  to  be  settled  by  the 
judicial  power.  He  hoped,  therefore,  the  words 
would  be  struck  out. 

Mr.  Harper  fully  concurred  in  opinion  with 
gentlemen,  that  the  other  objects  of  the  bill  were 
more  important  to  be  obtained  than  the  object 


which  these  words  were  intended  to  obtain.    A 
cession  of  the  right  of  jurisdiction  alone  would  be 
desirable,  if  no  other  cession  could  be  obtained,  as 
such  a  cession  and  the  establishment  of  a  tempo- 
rary government,  would  remove  all  the  serious 
difhciuties  now  experienced ;  but  notwithstanding^ 
this,  he  believed  the  bill  would  be  better  as  it 
stands  than  with  the  words  struck  out.    This  was, 
however,  mere    matter  of  opinion,  and    if  the 
amendment  was  carried,  he  should  still  be  in  favor 
of  the  bill.     If  the  amendment  was  carried,  he 
knew  the  rights  of  those  who  claimed  part  of  this 
territory  would  be  as  firm  under  the  United  States 
as  tney  are  now  under  Georgia,  and  we  shall  after- 
wards be  at  liberty  to  idake  an  accommodation 
with  them.    But  he  thought  it  would  be  best  now 
to  make  the  attempt  by  connecting  the  two  objects 
together.    As  to  the  fears  of  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  with  respect  to  the  extent  of  this  bill,  and 
as  to  the  abuse  which  might  be  made  of  the  power 
placed  in  the  President  and  Commissioners,  the 
same  abuse  might  take  place  if  this  amendment 
was  carried.    They  mi^ht  then  agree  to  give  the 
State  of  Georgia  ten  mQlions  of  dollars  by  treaty 
for  the  territory  in  question.    But  because  the 
power  might  be  abused,  that  could  not  be  admit- 
ted as  an  argument  against  giving  it.    Could  it 
be  supposed  that  the  owners  of  this  land  were 
such  favorites  of  the  Executive  that  they  wUI 
agree  to  give  them  a  very  extrava^ot  price  for 
property  which  we  can  do  without?    He  thought 
no  fear  was  necessary  on  this  head,  as  the  Presi- 
dent would  be  sensible  such  a  step  would  excite 
general  censure.    But  was  there  no  other  way  of 
settling  these  claims  but  by  paying  large  sums  of 
money  ?    He  conceived  there  was,  and  that  they 
might  be  adjusted  by  a  division  of  the  land,  as 
there  could  be  no  doubt  these  persons  would  be 
glad  to  relinquish  one-half  or  two-thirds  of  the 
country  for  an  undisputed  title  to  the  rest.    But 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia  seemed  to  think  we 
had  land  enough,  and  that  we  made  no  advantage 
of  what  we  have.    He  said  he  knew  we  had  ob- 
taiiied  $50,000  from  the  sale  of  our  land,  and  that 
individuals  are  still  anxious  to  purchase,  though' 
not  at  the  price  at  which  it  is  fixed.    But  the 
United  States  are  desirous  of  getting  possession 
of  this  territory,  not  so  much  on  account  of  the 
value  of  the  land  as  for  other  purposes,  and  parti- 
cularly for  the  establishment  of  a  government  at 
the  Natchez.    He  wished,  therefore,  to  retain  the 
words. 

After  a  few  observations  from  Mr.  Findlbt.  in 
favor  of  the  amendment,  the  question  was  taKen 
and  carried,  there  being  59  votes  in  its  favor. 

Mr.  Nicholas  was  not  satisfied  that  the  Presi- 
dent and  these  Commissioners  should  have  it  in 
their  power  to  pledge  the  United  States  to  pay 
any  sum  of  money  they  pleased.  He  would  con- 
fide as  much  in  the  present  President  as  any  other, 
but  his  opinion  might  differ  from  the  opinion  oi 
Congress  as  to  the  value  of  this  territory  to  the 
United  States,  and  it  would  be  parting  with  a 
power  which  they  ought  to  retain.  He,  therefore, 
moved  to  add  to  the  end  of  the  first  section, 
«<  provided  that  the  said  Commissioners  shaJl  nt>t 
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be  authorized  to  bind  the  United  States  to  pay 
any  sum  of  money." 

Mr.  Harper  apprehended  the  gentleman  from 
Yirgioia  must  be  id  jest.  Such  a  provision  would 
make  the  bill  wholly  nugatory,  as  the  Commis- 
sioners would  not  be  Me  to  come  to  any  contract 
with  the  Stale  of  Georgia.  He  hoped  the  Com- 
missioners, under  the  control  or  tne  President, 
would  be  trusted  to  transact  this  business,  or  if 
the  President  was  not  to  be  trusted,  somebody 
else ;  but  he  did  not  wish  the  three  Commission- 
ers to  be  sent  to  Georgia  with  their  fingers  in 
their  mouths.  He  could  not  conceive  a  more 
nugatory  or  idle  message. 

Mr.  MiLLEDQE  hoped  this  amendment  would  be 
rejected,  as  it  would  destroy  the  intent  of  the  bill 
if  carried.  The  country  to  be  negotiated  for,  is 
an  amazing  tract  of  country  of  sixty  or  seventy 
millions  of  acres  of  land,  as  valuable  as  any  in  the 
world,  which  the  State  of  G^eorgia  could  not  be 
expected  to  surrender,  or  to  yield  the  jurisdiction 
of  it,  without  an  equivalent.  He  hoped  the  Com- 
missioners would  be  invested  with  full  powers. 

Mr.  Nicholas  assured  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  he  was  very  serious  in  making 
his  amendment;  and  if  it  would  produce  the 
effect  stated  by  him  and  the  gentleman  from  Geor- 
gia, he  was  ready  to  say  the  biU  ought  to  be 
rejected.  The  gentleman  from  Georgia  had  stated 
that  Congress  were  about  to  authorize  Commis- 
sioners to  purchase  sixty  or  seventy  millions  of 
acres  of  the  best  land  in  the  world.  To  bind  the 
United  States  to  pay  for  a  purchase  of  this  kind, 
would  be  an  act  of  madness.  Where  was  the 
money  to  be  got?  The  President  may  act  with 
discretion,  yet  he  mav  think  it  bis  duty  to  give  an 
equivalent  for  this  land.  The  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  seemed  not  to  mind  where  the 
powor  of  acting  on  this  business  was  placed,  so 
that  it  was  not  in  the  House  of  Representatives, 
where,  according  to  that  gentleman's  opinion, 

Eower  could  not  be  safely  lodged.  He  trusted, 
owever,  the  committee  possessed  sufficient  pru- 
dence not  to  act  upon  this  business  until  they  nad 
it  more  clearly  before  them. 

Mr.  Gallatin  observed,  that  the  first  section  of 
this  bill  had  two  objects ;  the  first  ffoes  to  the  ami- 
cable settlement  of  limits,  as  to  that  part  of  this 
country  to  which  the  United  States  lay  claim. 
In  this  respect  unlimited  power  is  given  to  the 
Commissioners  and  the  President.  That  part 
would  not,  therefore,  be  affected  by  this  amend- 
ment. The  next  object  fi^oes  to  a  relinquishment 
on  the  part  of  Georgia  of  the  vvhole  or  any  part 
of  the  territory,  both  as  to  jurisdiction  and  soil,  to 
which  the  United  States  have  no  claim.  Though 
it  may  be  good  policy  to  obtain  a  cession  of  this 
part  of  the  country,  yet  it  is  not  immediately 
necessary,  since  the  Commissioners  will  be  at 
Mheny  to  treat  fully  as  to  that  part  of  the  country 
to  which  the  United  States  have  a  claim.  The 
amendment  only  went  to  say  that  no  contract 
which  involved  the  payment  of  money  should  be 
valid  until  sanctioned  by  Congress.  He  thought 
this  a  proper  provision.  This  power  of  bindmg 
the  United  States  to  the  payment  of  money  in 
5th  Cow. 


this  concern,  is  not  refused  to  the  President  from 
an  idea  that  he  will  abuse  the  power,  but  because 
it  is  a  business  which  belongs  to  Congress  and  not 
to  him.  As  he  has  not  the  raising  and  providing 
of  money,  he  k  not  so  good  a  jud^e  as  Congress 
of  what  can  be  spared  for  any  object.  All  ces- 
sions had  heretofore  been  made  in  this  way ;  those 
of  Virginia  and  Connecticut  under  the  old  Gov- 
ernment, and  that  of  North  Carolina  under  the 
present.  All  these  cessions  were  accepted  by  Con- 
gress, yet  these  States  did  not  decline  to  o^ake 
their  cessions  conditionally  ^  nor  would  Georgia. 
He  wished  the  bill  to  pass ;  but  except  it  con- 
tained some  principle  similar  to  this,  he  should 
vote  against  it 

Mr.  V  ENABLE  proposed  an  amendment  which 
he  thought  was  better  calculated  for  the  purpose 
intended  than  the  one  under  consideration,  which 
Mr.  Nicholas  would  have  consented  to  have 
admitted  in  place  of  his,  but  it  was  declared  by 
the  Chair  not  to  be  in  order. 

Mr.  Harper  explained  what  he  had  said  about 
trusting  the  power  of  negotiating  in  other  hands 
than  the  Executive.     The  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania, he  said,  had  discovered  that  the  first  sec- 
tion of  the  bill  had  two  objects.    It  had ;  but  he 
believed  that  gentleman  had  mistaken  them  both. 
The  first,  he  stated,  was  to  settle  the  limits  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  Georgia ;  and  both 
of  the  gentlemen  from  Virffinia  who  had  spoken 
on  this  subject  had  repeated  the  same  expression. 
From  this,  it  would  appear  that  the  United  States 
have  a  claim  upon  that  country  which  the  State 
of  Georgia  allows;  whereas  she  does  not  allow  us 
to  have  a  single  inch  of  land  in  that  State.  There- 
fore, all  parts  of  the  bill  went  to  the  same  object 
which  was  to  obtain  a  cession  of  the  territory,  and 
jurisdiction  both  of  what  we  claim,  (and  which 
she  does  not  allow,)  and  what  we  do  not  claim ; 
and  this  could  not  be  obtained  in  any  other  way 
than  by  either  giving  Georgia  a  sum  of  money 
for  the  cession,  or  by  taking  it  by  the  strong  hand 
of  force.    This  bill  is,  therefore,  no  more  a  bilk 
for  settling  limits,  than  it  is  a  bill  for  building  tea. 
frigates.    Our  interfering  claim  would  certainly 
be  considered   in   the  adjustment  of  the  price,., 
though  it  was  not  allowed  by  Georgia  to  exists 
That  part  to  which  we  have  no  claim,  would,  of 
course,  be  fixed  at  a  higher  rate,  and  the  President 
may  or  may  not  agree  to  purchase  it.    The  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania  had  stated,  this  was: 
no  new  doctrine,  as  Congress  had  always  con- 
firmed the  cessions  which  had  been  made  by  the 
different  States ;  but  there  was  no  need  of  a  coi»» 
tract  in  those  cessions,  as  they  were  all  made 
without  a  price,  as  a  sacrifice  for  the  good  of  the 
Union.  Jt  was  said  that  the  Commissioners  might 
do  every  thing  but  pay  the  money;  but  this  was 
every  thing,  and  except  they  had  th*.-  power  of 
completing  their  bargain,  there  would  be  no  use 
in  sending  them. 

Mr.  J.  Williams  supposed,  from  the  title  of  the 
bill,  it  was  a  bill  for  an  amicable  settlement  of 
limits  with  Georgia;  but,  by  the  observations  of 
the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  it  appeared 
it  was  to  provide  for  the  purchase  of  Georgia 
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lands.  He  did  not  feel  willing  to  go  to  purchase 
lands  of  any  State,  if  it  were  intended  to  settle  a 
dispute  about  a  boundary  line,  he  should  be  in 
favor  of  it ;  but  he  could  not  think  of  empowering 
Commissioners  to  purchase  sixty  million  acres  of 
land.  It  was  to  be  lamented,  he  said,  that  the 
State  of  Greorgia  had  not  long  ago  made  a  cession 
of  that  part  of  her  territory  to  which  the  United 
States  are  entitled ;  but  now  they  tell  us  if  we 
want  land  we  must  purchase  it  He  was  not  for 
doinz  this.  If  it  was  theirs,  let  them  hold  it.  If 
jurisdiction  of  a  part  of  her  territory  was  wanted 
for  a  provisional  Government,  he  thought  that 
State  ought  to  come  forward  as  others  had  done 
and  make  a  cession  of  it,  without  price.  He  had 
no  objection  to  the  appointing  Commissioners  to 
inquire  upon  what  terms  the  land  could  be  got ; 
but  he  would  go  no  further.  He  hoped  the  amend- 
ment would  ne  aereed  to. 

Mr.  Dayton  (the  Speaker)  rose  to  make  an 
amendment  which  he  hoped  would  be  agreed  to 
by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  in  place  of  his, 
as  it  would  effect  his  object,  and  he  thought  be 
preferable  to  the  one  he  had  offered.  It  was  to 
make  the  latter  part  of  the  first  section,  after  the 
word  **  South  Carolina,"  read,  "  and  also  to  re- 
ceive any  proposals  for  a  relinquishment  or  ces- 
sion of  the  whole  or  any  pan  of  the  other  territory 
claimed  by  the  State  of  Georgia,  and  out  of  the 
ordinary  jurisdiction  thereof." 

This  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MiLLEnoE  moved  to  amend  the  3d  section 
•of  the  bill,  respecting  the  erecting  of  a  temporary 
Government,  by  adding  these  words,  '^as  soon  as 
the  consent  of  the  Legislature  of  Georgia  shall  be 
obtained." 

Mr.  Harper  was  oppose^  to  this  amendment, 
the  effect  of  which,  he  said,  would  be  to  make  this 
Government  depend  upon  the  settlement  of  its 
litigation  with  Georgia  before  a  temporary  Gov- 
ernment could  be  established  at  the  Natchez, 
where  there  are  between  four  and  ^ve  thousand 
souls,  without  government,  as  it  is  supposed  the 
Spaniards  have  withdrawn  themselves  from  the 
posts  which  they  have  so  long  held  there  contrary 
to  treaty,  and  these  people  are  at  the  distance  of 
six  hundred  miles  from  the  ordinary  jurisdiction 
of  the  Government  of  Georgia,  which  distance  is 
a  continued  desert,  in  which  are  several  nations  of 
Indians.  It  cannot  be  expected,  therefore,  that 
the  State  of  Georgia  will  or  can  extend  her  Gov- 
ernment thither.  So  that  one  of  our  most  valu- 
able frontiers  will  be  left  in  an  unprotected  and 
disorderly  state.  The  inhabitants  have  !tent  for- 
ward a  memorial  praying  for  a  Government,  and 
there  is  the  most  satisfactorv  evidence  that  aGrov- 
emment  is  necessary.  Whether  they  shall  have 
one  or  not  ought  not,  therefore,  to  depend  upon 
the  State  of  Georgia. 

Mr.  Nicholas  said,  it  appeared  to  him  that  this 
bill  was  contradictory  in  itself,  as  it  states  we  will 
not  impair  the  jurisdiction  of  Georgia,  at  the  same 
time  tnat  it  proposes  to  establish  a  Government 
within  her  territory.  The  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  had  shown  that  it  would  be  very  incon- 
Teaient  for  the  Government  of  Georgia  to  hold 


this  jurisdiction ;  but  he  supposed  if  the  United 
States  sent  a  Government  tnere  before  they  ad- 
justed their  difference  with  Creorgia,  that  State 
would  not  look  very  cordially  upon  the  transac- 
tion, and  it  would  of  course  embarrass  that  ad- 
justment He  hoped  the  State  of  Georgia  would 
not  be  divested  of  her  territory  by  the  strong  hand 
of  power. 

Mr.  Dayton  wished  the  committee  would  rise, 
as  this  was  too  important  a  question  to  be  decided 
when  there  was  scarcely  a  quorum  of  members 
in  the  House.  But  he  would  say,  that  cases 
mi^ht  exist;  which  would  not  only  justify  the 
United  States  in  establishing  a  Government  in 
the  quarter  alluded  to  without  the  consent  of 
Georgia,  but  even  within  the  ordinary  jurisdiction 
of  a  State. 

The  committee  rose;  and  upon  leave  being 
asked  to  sit  again, 

Mr.  Gallatin  hoped  it  would  not  be  ffiven,  as 
he  wished  the  bill  to  be  recommitted  to  the  select 
committee  in  order  to  obtain  some  information 
which  he  understood  was  before  the  Senate,  with 
respect  to  the  title  which  the  United  States  have 
to  certain  parts  of  the  territory  in  question,  as  he 
wished  betore  they  proceeded  to  establish  a  Gov- 
ernment at  the  Natchez  to  know  something  as  to 
the  title  which  they  had  to  it. 

Mr.  Harper  thought  there  was  no  necessity  to 
recommit  the  bill  to  accomplish  this  object,  as  the 
gentleman  might  go  to  the  Senate  and  obtain  the 
mformation  he  wished  from  thence.  He  believed 
they  had  nothing  more  than  a  copy  of  an  extract 
which  he  had  himself  taken  of  an  official  copy  of 
a  grant  given  of  West  Florida  by  the  British 
Government  in  the  year  1770,  which  was  now  in 
the  hands  of  a  gentleman  of  New  York  who  was 
Secretary  to  the  Governor — the  original  of  which 
he  supposed  was  in  the  office  of  Trade  and  Plant- 
ations in  London. 

The  question  for  leave  to  sit  again  was  nega- 
tived by  43  to  36;  and  the  bill  was  recommitted 
to  the  select  committee  for  the  purpose  of  ob- 
taining certain  information  on  the  subject,  rela- 
tive to  the  title  of  the  United  States  to  a  part  of 
that  territory. 


WEONEsnAT,  March  21. 

Mr.  Dennis  presented  a  petition  from  the  in- 
habitants of  Dorchester  county,  Maryland,  pray- 
ing for  an  alteration  in  the  post  road,  and  the  es- 
tablishing of  a  post  office  at  Cambridge. 

Mr.  Gallatin  wished  to  propose  a  resolution 
to  the  House  on  the  same  subject,  viz:  to  direct 
the  Committee  on  Post  Offices  and  Post  Roads  to 
inquire  into  the  propriety  of  establishing  a  post 
road  from  Pittsburg  to  Presqu'Isle.  He  had  no 
petition  from  that  part  of  the  country ;  nor  was 
It  on  account  of  the  new  and  extensive  settlement 
which  had  recently  taken  place  in  that  ouarter 
that  he  proposed  it;  but  because  it  is  the  shortest 
route  from  our  garrisons  there  to  the  seat  of  Gk>T- 
ernraent,  and  it  will  be  much  cheaper  to  Govern- 
ment to  establish  a  post  road,  than  to  be  at  the 
frequent  expense  of  expresses.    Agreed  to. 
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The  bill  for  continuiDg  in  force  the  act  for 
prohibiting  for  a  limited  time  the  exportation  of 
arms  and  ammunition,  and  for  encouraging  the 
importation  thereof,  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

Mr.  Habper,  from  the  Committee  of  Wajrs  and 
Means,  reported  a  bill  making  an  appropriation 
for  the  payment  of  a  balance  found  due  to  the 
legal  representatives  of  William  Carmichael,  de- 
ceased ;  which  was  committed  for  to-morrow. 

SUNDRY  mLLS. 

The  House  severally  resolved  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  following  bills, 
viz  : 

The  bill  altering  the  time  of  entering  stills,  and 
for  other  purposes.  [Thetime  of  entering  was  fixed 
from  the  first  day  of  July  to  the  last  day  of  Octo- 
ber, instead  of  from  the  last  day  of  December  to 
the  first  of  March,  which  was  struck  out.j 

The  bill  to  continue  in  force  the  act  lor  regu- 
lating the  compensation  of  clerks,  and  for  other 
purposes.  [In  this  bill  was  introduced  a  clause 
making  an  additional  allowance  to  the  engross- 
ing clerks  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, and  to  the  Sergeant-at-Arms  and  Door- 
keepers.] 

The  bill  to  continue  in  force,  for  a  limited  time, 
part  of  an  act  therein  mentioned.  [This  clause 
authorized  the  President  to  make  additional  com- 
pensation to  the  collectors  of  the  internal  reve- 
nue, so  as  that  the  addition  shall  not  exceed  one- 
third  of  their  ordinary  allowance.] 

These  bills  were  severally  agreed  to,  and  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading  to-mor- 
row. 

STANDING  RULES. 

On  motion,  the  House  resolved  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  report  of  a  select 
eommittee  to  whom  was  referred  three  several 
motions  for  amending  the  standing  rules  of  the 
House,  Mr.  Kitteba  m  the  Chair.  The  first  of 
these  motions  was,  to  direct  that  no  question 
should  be  taken  for  the  reconsideration  of  any 
vote  when  a  less  number  were  present  than  when 
the  original  vote  was  passed.  The  second,  pro- 
posed uaX  no  motion  for  adjournment  should  be 
received,  unless  by  unanimous  consent,  whilst 
another  motion  was  pendin«r.  The  third,  propos- 
ed that  persons  attending  the  House  for  the  pur- 
pose of  taking  down  the  debates  and  proceedings 
should  be  permitted  to  take  their  places  within  the 
bar  of  the  House. 

The  select  committee  recommended  that  the 
first  should  be  adopted,  and  the  two  last  disa- 
greed to. 

After  a  few  observations,  the  report  of  the  se- 
lect committee  on  the  first  was  disa^nreed  to,  and 
of  course  the  proposition  was  negatived. 

Mr.  Nicholas  moved  that  the  committee  should 
rise.  He  hoped  this  subject  would  not  be  acted 
«pon  at  present.  He  believed  his  colleague,  (Mr. 
Dawson,)  who  broturht  it  forward,  had  waived 
the  calling  of  it  up  from  an  idea  that  the  discus- 
sion of  it  might  produce  some  personal  irritation. 


He  hoped,  therefore,  it  would  be  postponed  until 
the  public  business  which  was  before  the  House 
was  diitposed  of. 

Mr.  Datton  (the  Speaker)  did  not  know  what 
the  gentleman  meant  by  personal  irritation.  He 
hoped  he  would  explain  himself. 

Mr.  Nicholas  replied,  that  the  gentleman  from 
New  Jersey  must  recollect  the  manner  in  which 
he  expressed  himself  when  this  proposition  was 
brougnt  forward.  He  required  it  to  be  commit* 
ted,  and  made  a  declaration  which  showed  that 
he  himself  considered  his  conduct  as  connected 
with  it.  When  the  importance  of  a  faithful  re- 
port of  the  proceedings  of  that  House  was  con- 
sidled,  it  mTist  be  allowed  that  it  was  of  conse- 
quence that  persons  attending  for  the  purpose  of 
taking  notes  should  be  as  independent  as  possible. 

If,  however,  no  gentleman  considered  his  own 
feelings  as  concerned^  he  should  have  no  disposi- 
tion to  waive  the  subject ;  but  as  he  did  not  ex- 
pect it  would  have  been  entered  upon  to-da^,  he 
noped  the  committee  would  rise,  and  let  it  be 
taken  up  at  an  early  period. 

Mr.  Allbn  hoped  the  committee  would  not 
rise  until  some  information  was  given  as  to  the 
method  of  doing  this  business.  It  was  understood 
by  the  people  abroad  that  the  debates  were  pub- 
lished by  the  Clerk  of  the  House,  and  authorized 
by  the  House.  He  wished  the  public  might  be 
undeceived  on  this  point.  He  had  seen  persons 
in  the  House  who  appeared  to  take  down  the  pro- 
ceedings ;  but  he  wisned  to  know  how  they  came 
there.  He  thought  the  public  had  been  abused 
by  accounts  of  debates  which  had  been  published, 
and  he  wished  the  Clerk  to  be  exonerated  from 
any  blame  in  the  business. 

Mr.  Dawson  hoped  the  committee  would  rise, 
for  the  reasons  which  had  been  mentioned.  When 
he  first  offered  this  resolution  to  the  House,  he  de- 
clared he  had  no  particular  person  in  view.  He 
thouffht  it  founded  on  propriety  and  sound  reason, 
and  therefore  he  proposed  it. 

Mr.  GoRooN  hoped  the  committee  would  not 
rise.  He  was  himself  ready  to  vote  upon  the  ques- 
tion. He  did  not  wish  by  anv  means  to  tpve  the 
sanction  of  the  House  to  any  oebates  which  might 
be  published.  He  did  not  think  the  question  of 
that  importance  which  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia seemed  to  attach  to  it. 

Mr.  Dayton  hoped  that  a  decision  miffht  be 
had  without  delay,  especially  as  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  (Mr.  Nicholas)  had  given  the 
business  a  turn  and  direction  which  the  mover  of 
the  proposition  himself  had  disavowed.  He 
knew  that  the  proposition  would  poduce  this 
effect,  but  he  did  not  suppose  the  gentleman  would 
have  avowed,  on  this  floor,  that  this  question  was 
to  be  connected  with  a  late  decision  of  the  Speak- 
er. If  gentlemen  intended  this,  why  did  they  not 
do  it  in  an  open,  candid,  and  manly  manner,  by 
an  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the  Chair  at  the 
time  f  If  the  motion  was  intended  to  reia« 
state  a  man  upon  the  floor  whom  the  Speaker 
had  discharged  from  it^  he  wished  it  now  to  be 
decided,  and  not  to  lie  till  the  end  of  the  session, 
to  be  called  up  or  not,  at  the  will  of  the  maver,  in 
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order  to  have  it  ascertained  whether  the  Speaker 
kid  acted  properly  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Brooks  saw  no  reason  why  the  commit- 
lee  should  rise.  The  gentleman  from  Virginia 
8Sid  the  subject  was  important ;  if  so,  it  ought 
now  to  be  decided  npon. 

Mr.  Nicholas  thought  what  he  had  said  might 
have  satisfied  the  genueman  from  New  Jersey  as 
to  his  intentions.  As  he  did  not  bring  forward 
the  motion,  he  could  not  be  justly  charged  with 
any  design  in  the  business.  It  must  be  evident  to 
•very  one  that  the  gentleman  himself  connected 
this  question  with  a  late  decision.  He  wished  it 
was  not  so  connected.  He  thought  the  regulation 
proposed  absolutely  necessary,  in  order  to  secure 
a  just  and  fair  report  of  their  proceedings.  He 
should  have  no  objection  to  take  up  the  business 
lo-morrow ;  but  if  the  question  for  the  committee 
to  rise  was  lost,  be  should  then  make  some  obser- 
rations  upon  the  subject. 

Mr.  McDowell  hoped  the  committee  would 
ftse.  It  was  of  importance  that  the  debates  should 
be  taken  accnrately  and  fully,  and  he  wished  it  to 
be  ascertained  whether  a  member  had  a  right  to 
introduce  a  person  on  the  floor  of  the  House,  or 
whether  the  Speaker  only  could  do  it. 

Mr.  Harper  was  in  favor  of  the  committee's 
lisinff,  not  because  he  thought  the  question  import- 
ant, but  becaase  he  thought  it  unimportant ;  and  if 
the  committee  rose,  he  should  move  to  postpone  the 
further  consideration  of  it  to  a  distant  day;  for 
however  unimportant  he  thought  it,  he  perceived 
other  gentlemen  thought  differently,  and  he  sup- 
posed intended  to  produce  a  long  debate  upon  it. 
and  this  he  wished  to  avoid,  in  order  to  proceea 
with  the  business  of  the  public. 

The  question  for  rising  was  then  pat  and  car- 
ried—44  to  36. 

The  committee  rose  accordingly,  and,  on  leave 
being  asked  for  the  committee  to  sit  again, 

Mr.  Harper  hoped  leave  would  not  be  granted, 
as  he  wished  a  postponement  of  the  considera- 
tion to  take  place. 

Mr.  One  hoped  leave  would  not  be  given  to  sit 
again  upon  this  subject.  He  did  not  know  that 
any  inconvenience  had  been  pointed  out  as  aris- 
ing from  the  present  mode  of  managing  the  busi- 
aess.  All  those  who  wished  to  come  on  to  the 
floor  of  the  House  to  take  the  debates  had  been 
permitted,  except  in  some  special  cases.  If  this 
was  the  general  practice,  where  could  be  the  ne- 
eessitv  for  this  rule  ?  If  any  particular  case  of 
eorapiaint  existed,  they  ought  to  consider  it  by  it- 
self, and  not  adopt  a  general  rule  which  might 
never  again  apply,  in  order  to  provide  for  it. 
There  was  no  way  of  avoiding  personality  in  this 
matter.  It  would  always  be  a  question  between 
the  individual  who  had  been  rejected  and  the 
House;  for  if  the  House  adopted  a  ji^eneral  rule, 
and  persons  admitted  behaved  amiss,  it  would  still 
be  a  queetion  whether  the  Speaker  had  not  the 
power  to  order  them  away.  This  determination, 
therefore,  would  produce  no  effect,  except  gentle- 
men wished  to  brmg  up  every  subject  which  could 
irritate  the  minds  of  members,  and  thereby  pre- 
vent the  public  business  from  being  done. 


Mr.  NiOBOLAB  said  he  believed  it  was  impossi- 
ble for  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  to  make 
a  speech  without  some  insinuations  as  to  the  mo- 
tives of  others.  If  it  had  ever  been  possible  for  him 
to  have  done  so,  he  might  have  done  it  on  the  pre- 
sent occasion,  when  it  had  been  wished  to  defer 
the  consideration  in  order  to  avoid  irritation.  He 
would  tell  the  gentleman  what  he  wished  to  be 
done.  It  was  not  to  ascertain  whether  the  Speaker^ 
had  done  his  duty  heretofore,  but  whether  the 
power  of  discharging  short-hand  writers  from  the 
House  should  be  vested  in  the  Speaker.  With 
respect  to  the  reports  which  were  given  of  their 
debates,  he  supposed  gentlemen  were  not  always 
satisfied  with  them,  but  they  were  nevertheless 
valuable  information  to  the  public ;  and  if  it  was 
important  that  this  information  should  be  pub- 
lished, it  was  to  be  considered  whether  the  per^ 
sons  who  attended  the  House  to  take  notes  should 
depend  on  the  will  of  the  Speaker,  or  upon  a  ma- 
jority  of  the  House,  for  the  Tjrivilc^  [The 
Speaker  did  not  think  this  discussion  proper 
while  he  was  in  the  Chair.]  Mr.  N.  said  he  did 
not  wish  to  enter  into  the  discussion.  If  it  was 
the  desire  of  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina 
to  postpone  the  consideration  for  a  few  weeks^  he 
should  agree  to  it;  but  he  hoped  the  subject 
would  not  be  got  rid  of  without  discussion  in  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  when  the  Speaker,  who 
felt  himself  interested  in  it,  might  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  speaking  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  RuTLEDGE  said,  if  anything  had  taken 
place  which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia,  made  it  necessary  to  act  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  stenographers,  it  would  be  well  for  him  to 
lay  a  resolution  upon  the  table  upon  which  the 
House  might  act.  If  there  were  nothing  which 
made  it  necessary,  it  would  be  unwise  to  act  upon 
it.  The  gentleman  spoke  as  if  there  was  no  ste- 
nographer in  the  House.  When  the  people  saw 
this  they  would  naturally  ask,  to  whom  then  are 
we  indebted  for  the  debates  which  we  daily  read? 
Why,  said  Mr.  R.,  is  this  subject  introduced  ?  It 
was  generally  believed  that  this  resolution  had 
reference  to  a  particular  act,  which  occurred  a  few 
days  previous  to  its  beinff  brouffht  forward.  But 
the  mover  declares  that  he  hau  not  that  transac- 
tion in  view.  If  this  was  the  case ;  if  there  was 
no  complaint  against  the  conduct  of  the  Speaker^ 
and  every  day's  debate  appears  faithfully  reported 
in  the  papers^  what  necessity  was  there,  he  asked^ 
for  this  provision?  If  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia missed  a  favorite  stenographer,  and  wished 
to  see  him  reinstated,  it  would  be  well  to  bring 
forward  a  resolution  to  that  effect.  But,  said  he, 
while  I  see  a  stenographer  taking  down  the  words 
I  am  now  speaking,  and  when  I  find  our  proceed- 
ings regularly  laid  before  the  public,  I  can  see  no 
necessity  for  any  general  regulation  on  the  sub- 
ject. But  it  was  said  that  it  was  necessary  to  be 
determined  whether  the  Speaker  should  have  the 
power  of  driving  stenographers  from  the  House. 
If  there  be  any  circumstance  which  renders  this 
determination  necessary,  let  it  be  brought  for- 
ward; then  the  House  will  know  upon  what 
ground  they  acted.    If  this  was  a  true  state  of  the 
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case  he  thought  it  would  be  highly  improper  to 
go  into  a  consideration  of  this  subject  at  all,  as  it 
would  be  giving  a  sanction  to  the  proceedings  of 
this  House,  which  would  be  yery  inconvenient  and 
ioiproper.  And  if  the  mover  (whose  properly  it 
was)  had  no  objection  to  let  the  motion  he.  why 
should  his  colleague  wish  it  to  be  considered  ? 

Mr.  Nicholas  said,  he  had  no  right  to  expect 
the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  would  listen 
to  what  he  said ;  if  he  had,  however,  he  might 
have  saved  his  remarks.  He  had  stated  that  it 
was  not  his  desire  to  inquire  into  a  particular  case ; 
yet  that  case  had  made  it  necessary  to  have  a  new 
rule.  It  was  not  intended  to  inquire  into  the  con- 
duct of  the  officer  of  the  House,  but  to  provide 
for  the  future.  Mr.  N.  thought  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina  understood  the  business  of 
the  House  better  than  to  say  the  resolution  was 
the  property  of  any  one ;  it  was  the  property  of 
the  House.  With  respect  to  the  effect  it  would 
have,  if  agreed  to,  he  was  much  mistaken.  It 
could  not  be  supposed  to  sanction  thedebate  of  any 
man.  The  resolution  was  passed  before  it  was 
Itnown  who  would  come  to  take  the  debates ;  it 
could  not,  therefore,  sanction  any  publication  of 
debates.  He  was  sensible,  from  the  nature  of  the 
business,  that  there  must  be  inaccuracies  in  re- 
ports of  their  proceedings ;  but  they  were  never- 
theless valuable  to  the  public,  and  the  House 
oiight  to  render  the  reporters  as  inde|>endent  and 
eligible  as  they  could  be.  It  was  a  business  which 
was  attended  with  great  labor  and  fatigue,  and  re- 

Sttfred  talents  of  a  peculiar  kind.  He  wished 
liem  therefore  to  be  placed  upon  the  best  footing  on 
which  they  could  be  put,  and  every  encourage- 
ment given  to  them  short  of  pledging  the  House 
for  the  accuracy  of  their  reports. 

Mr.  Macon  was  in  hopes  as  this  question  had 
not  been  debated  in  the  uommittee  of  the  Whole, 
it  would  not  have  been  debated  in  the  House.  If 
it  was  the  intention  of  the  House  to  give  leave 
to  the  committee  to  sit  again,  it  would  be  best  to 
make  the  subject  the  order  for  some  distant  day. 
Mr.  Sewall  said,  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
arffued  as  if  there  was  no  rule  existing  on  this 
subject.  The  Speaker  had  every  power  for  pre- 
serving the  order  of  the  House  which  was  not 
expressly  provided  for  by  rule,  and  could,  of  course, 
give  leave  to  any  person  whom  he  thought  pro- 
per to  auend  on  thefloor  to  take  down  the  de- 
bates ;  but  it  was  now  wished  that  every  person 
who  called  himself  a  stenographer  should  be  ad- 
mitted, without  respect  to  decency  of  character 
or  appearance ;  and  if  anv  person  of  this  sacred 
character  should  attend,  wnom  the  Speaker  thinks 
kuproper^  the  question  must  be  taken  before  he 
oan  be  discharged.  So  that  a  stenographer  was 
to  have  an  advantage  over  everv  other  citizen, 
and  to  be  independent  of  the  Speaker.  They 
were  to  be  exalted  even  above  the  members  them- 
selves ;  for  members  were  subject  to  the  order  of 
the  Speaker.  If,  at  present,  anv  stenographer 
thought  himself  injured  by  being  denied  the  right 
which  others  enjoyed,  he  might  petition  the  House 
for  redress,  and,  ii  he  had  been  improperly  treat- 
ed, he  would  regain  his  situation  in  the  face  of 


the  Speaker ;  but  as  they  were  permitted,  under 
the  good  will  of  the  Speaker,  to  come  upon  the 
floor  of  the  House  while  they  conducted  them- 
selves properly,  he  thought  they  had  every  privi- 
lege which  they  could  desire ;  he  therefore  hoped 
no  provision  would  be  made  on  the  subject,  and 
the  committee  be  refused  leave  to  sit  again. 

Mr.  Gallatin  obser7ed,  that  the  report  of  the 
select  commiuee  went  to  reject  the  rule  proposing 
':o  admit  persons  who  attended  to  take  the  debatefi| 
within  a  certain  place  within  the  House,  which  is 
ipen  to  everybody.  For  his  part  he  never  under- 
stood what  was  the  rule  on  this  subject.  He  knew 
that  the  galleries  were  open  tor  strangers,  aiid  he 
knew  there  was  a  certain  boundary  which  divided 
the  gallery  from  the  House.  And  he  always  un- 
derstood that  every  individual  in  the  galleries,  as 
well  as  the  members  of  the  House,  were  under  the 
inspection  of  the  Speaker,  so  far  as  relates  to  de^ 
cency  and  propriety  of  conduct ;  not  only  to  call 
members  to  order,  but  to  correct  any  disorder  in 
the  galleries,  or  to  turn  any  person  out  of  them^ 
But  there  had  been  a  distinction  assumed  which 
he  did  not  understand,  viz :  that  out  of  the  galle- 
ries, and  without  the  bar  of  the  House,  is  a  place 
in  which  strangers  may  come,  and  mav  not  come; 
He  understood  that  a  member  or  tne  Speaker 
might  introduce  any  person  there.  But  he  wish^ 
eH  to  have  this  matter  ascertained,  and  to  know 
whether  any  stranger  may  be  admitted,  how,  and 
how  excluded.  Ete  did  not  wish  to  restrict  the 
authority  of  the  Speaker  within  these  walls;  but 
be  did  not  see  the  propriety  of  turning  out  any 
person  that  was  not  debarred  admission  by  the 
rules  of  the  House.  He  knew  that  the  Speakar 
had  a  right  to  turn  out  any  person  that  misbe- 
haved himself;  but  if  he  were  to  have  the  power 
of  excluding  others^  he  wished  to  have  it  ascer- 
tained by  rule ;  for  if  he  himself  were  to  introduce 
a  gentleman  on  this  floor,  and  the  Speaker  was, 
for  some  reason,  to  turn  him  out.  he  should  not 
feel  pleasantly.  [The  Speaker  tnought  these  ob- 
servations improper  while  he  was  in  the  Chair«J 

Mr.  G.  said  he  did  not  allude  to  any  particuliur 
person,  or  to  any  particular  Speaker.  He  spoke 
generally,  and  wished  to  ascertain  whether  it  wa9 
not  better  to  provide  by  a  rule  whether  certain 
powers  were  m  the  Speaker,  or  in  the  House;  and 
he  was  going  to  say  that  this  was  a  question  which 
might  be  settled  without  irritation.  And  it  w^f^ 
because  the  Speaker  was  in  the  Chair,  that  he, 
took  a  case  which  could  not  exist.  He  tnoiigh^it 
best  to  take  up  the  subject  on  a  general  groun4» 
and  to  fix  these  regulations  by  rule,  rather  than, 
leave  them  as  they  now  are.    If  it  was  thougjb^ 

E roper  to  vest  this  power  in  the  Speaker,  let  k 
e  so ;  or,  if  SLuy  provision  was  made  in  favor  ol 
note-takers,  whicn,  of  course,  would  be  for  the  in- 
terest of  members,  as  it  gave  them  a  better  oppor- 
tunity of  hearing  and  taking  down  the  debate«y 
they  ought  to  do  so.  He  said^  he  avoided  taking 
any  notice  of  the  resolution  with  respect  to  debate- 
takers,  as  the  question  was  on  leave  being  giyea 
to  the  committee  to  sit  again.  Mr.  G.  said,  Move 
he  sat  down,  he  would  notice  one  observation 
which  he  thought  very  extraordinarfr*    It  wa% 
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that  the  people  generally  believed  the  Clerk  of 
the  House  reported  the  debates,  and  that  it  was 
done  under  the  sanction  of  the  House.  He  himself 
lived  in  a  very  remote  part  of  the  Union,  where 
the  people  had  not  access  to  such  ample  informa- 
tion as  m  other  parts,  but  he  never  heard  such  an 
opinion  uttered.  The  people  at  large  pretty  well 
understood  that  the  debates  are  taken  by  persons 
who  attended,  for  their  own  use,  which  were  cor- 
rect, or  otherwise,  in  proportion  as  a  speaker  is 
pCTspicuous  or  not,  or  according  as  they  hear  and 
understand,  or  as  they  possess  the  ability  to  make 
the  report.  He  hoped  the  committee  would  have 
leave  to  sit  again,  and  that  the  question  would  be 
debated  on  a  future  day,  when  he  trusted  it  would 
be  discussed  on  general  ground. 

Mr.  Otis  said,  it  appeared  to  him,  that  the  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania  had  assigned  reasons 
why  some  general  rule  ought  to  be  established 
witn  respect  to  the  admission  of  strangers ;  but  he 
saw  nothing  of  that  kind  contemplated  by  the  re< 
solution,  therefore  it  could  not  emorace  the  objects 
he  had  in  view.  It  was  confined  to  stenographers 
merely,  with  respect  to  whom  he  saw  no  necessity 
of  making  any  rule.  They  attended  when  they 
pleased,  in  the  House.  If  any  had  been  injured 
from  a  denial  of  this  privilege,  and  that  injury 
was  shown  to  the  House,  it  mi^ht  be  good  ground 
for  making  a  rule  upon  the  subject.  With  respect 
to  what  had  fallen  rrom  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia as  to  his  habit  of  using  irritating  expressions; 
ne  believed  it  would  be  the  best  way  of  prevent- 
ing irritation  to  take  no  notice  of  them ;  he  would 
only  say,  that  he  believed  the  gentleman's  own 
irritability  gave  rise  to  the  remark,  and  not  any- 
thinjB^  he  nad  said. 

Mr.  Dawson  observed,  the  arguments  of  gen- 
tlemen showed  the  propriety  of  the  committee's 
having  leave  to  sit  again.  He  should  not,  at  pre- 
sent, reply  to  what  had  been  said,  because  he 
thought  the  debate  on  this  subject  ought  to  take 
place  in  a  Committee  of  the  Whole.  He  would 
affree  with  the  ^ntleman  from  South  Carolina  to 
take  up  the  subject  about  the  middle  of  April.  If 
this  was  declined,  gentlemen  would  force  them 
into  a  discussion  at  present. 

Mr.  Lton  hoped  the  committee  would  have 
leave  to  sit  again,  and  that  the  further  considera- 
tion would  not  be  deferred  to  the  time  mentioned. 
He  thought  it  of  great  importance  that  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  House  should  be  faithfully  report- 
ed. When  he  first  took  his  seat  in  the  House, 
there  were  six  persons  who  attended  to  take  down 
notes ;  now,  he  said,  there  is  only  one,  and  if  he 
should  be  taken  sick,  or  stay  away  from  any  cause, 
the  public  would  be  unacquainted  with  the  pro- 
eeedin^  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Batard  observed,  that  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  had  told  the  House  a  number  of 
things  he  did  not  know;  among  these  was  the 
ground  upon  which  the  Speaker  had  a  riffht  to 
tarn  out  strangers  from  the  lobby  of  the  House. 
Mr.  B.  was  surprised  that  gentleman  who  knew 
so  much,  should  be  ignorant  of  this.  There  was 
seaieely  a  member  in  the  House,  he  had  thought, 
who  did  not  know  that  the  House  was  divided  mto 


difierent  parts ;  oue  of  which  Was  for  the  members, 
and  anotner  for  strangers.  The  part  assigned  to 
members  was  the  floor  and  the  lobby  ;  and  the  gal- 
leries for  those  who  chose  to  attend  their  proceed- 
ings. With  respect  to  the  lobby,  the  Speaker,  as 
the  general  conservator  of  peace  and  order  in  the 
House,  had  the  same  charge  over  it,  as  over  other 
parts  of  the  House.  If  any  person,  who  is  not  a 
member,  were  to  take  a  member's  seat,  the  Speak- 
er would  undoubtedly  turn  him  out,  and  he  had 
the  same  right  to  order  any  person  out  of  the  lob- 
by. But  the  gentleman  said  there  was  no  rule 
upon  the  subiect.  Nor  could  there  be  any ;  for 
though  gentlemen  sometimes  introduced  their 
friends  into  the  lobby  of-  the  House,  which  was  a 
thing  of  courtesy,  they  certainly  had  no  right  to 
do  so. 

With  respect  to  the  general  principle,  whether 
this  power  belonged  to  the  Speaker  or  not,  he 
was  astonished  that  this  should  have  been  doubt- 
ed, as  it  is  a  power  so  subordinate  to  others  placed 
in  that  officer ;  and  he  could  not  account  for  the 
doubt  without  reference  to  another  circumstance. 
Was  he  not  an  officer  of  great  consequence,  both 
as  to  his  integrity  and  intdli^ence?  Was  not  the 
power  he  possesses  of  calhng  any  member  to 
order,  of  appointing  all  committees,  dtc.,  of  a  far 
higher  magnitude  ?  And  when  he  had  these  pow- 
ers, could  It  be  doubted  that  he  had  the  power  of 
discharging  persons  from  the  lobby  of  the  House, 
and  of  preventing  their  being  reinstated  ?  Besides, 
let  the  worst  use  of  this  power  be  supposed.  Sup- 
pose the  Speaker  to  be  so  far  forgetful  of  propri- 
ety and  duty,  as  to  order  a  stenographer  out  of  the 
House  witnout  sufficient  cause.  Every  order 
which  the  Speaker  makes,  is  subject  to  the  con- 
trol of  the  House;  and  provided  the  person  so 
turned  out,  complains  bv  petition  to  the  House, 
there  could  be  no  doubt  but  the  order  would  be 
reversed,  and  the  person  reinstated.  If  the  rule 
proposed  were  adopted,  a  majority  of  the  House 
could  do  no  more  than  they  might  now  do.  There 
was,  however,  too  much  reason  to  believe  that  this 
rule  was  intended  to  apply  to  a  particular  case ; 
as,  however,  he  was  not  sensible  of  any  inconve- 
nience from  the  present  mode  of  doing  business, 
he  was  not  willing  to  change  it,  until  he  saw  some 
evil  arising  from  it.  If  gentlemen  knew  of  any, 
they  would  of  course  produce  it. 

Mr.  J.  Williams  observed,  that  two  or  three 
gentlemen  had  said,  they  did  not  know  how  ste- 
nographers were  introduced  into  tbis  House.  It 
was  not  long  since  the  House  was  engaged  on 
this  subjecl  on  account  of  an  application  from  a 
stenographer  from  Virginia.  A  committee  report- 
ed infavor  of  making  this  person  an  officer  of 
the  House  to  take  the  debates,  but  a  majority  of< 
the  House  determined  it  was  better  to  let  the  busi- 
ness stand  upon  its  old  footing,  without  the  sanc- 
tion of  the  House ;  he  thought,  therefore,  gentle- 
men could  not  be  ignorant  on  this  subject.  Mr* 
W.  said  he  should  notice  an  expression  of  the 
member  from  Vermont,  who  said  tbat  he  did  not 
wish  the  business  to  be  postponed  to  a  distant 
day,  because  it  was  proper  the  public  should  know 
what  is  done  in  thb  House.    DuLpot  that  gentle- 
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man  know  that  the  proceedings  of  every  day 
were  regularly  pabFished  ?  And  will  any  gentle- 
man say  they  are  partialljr  given  ?  He  bdieved 
not ;  he  heard  no  complaint  from  either  side  of 
the  House.  He  believed  the  business  was  as  ac- 
curately done,  as  the  nature  of  it  would  admit  of; 
and  when  there  were  half  a  dozen  note-takers, 
he  had  observed,  and  if  that  member  had  read, 
he  would  have  observed,  that  the  most  of  them 
copied  the  debates  written  by  the  stenographer 
now  before  him.  He  thougnt,  therefore,  tnere 
was  no  necessity  for  any  chan^  in  the  business. 
He  wished  for  the  greatest  publicity  possible,  and 
that  the  people  might  not  only  know  what  they 
»aid^  but  also  what  they  did, 

Mr.  Gallatin  replied  to  the  observations  of 
Mr.  Bataro,  by  stating,  that  he  was  acquainted 
with  the  rules  of  the  House  as  they  had  been 
agreed  to,  and  were  before  them,  but  ignoraut  of 
any  other  rule  which  was  not  contained  there. 
He  wished  all  their  rules  to  be  explicit 

Mr.  QoROON  hoped  the  committee  would  not 
h^ve  leave  to  sit  agaiu.  He  had  heard  no  reasons 
to  convince  l^im  that  the  committee  ought  not  to 
be  discharged  from  a  farther  consideration  of  the 
subject.  AH  the  arguments  which  had  been  of- 
fered went  to  the  general  ground  of  admitting 
strangers  on  the  floor  of  the  House,  whereas  the 
resolution  before  the  House  was  confined  to  stenog- 
raphers. He  wished  no  regulation  on  this  sub- 
ject The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  had 
said  that  if  he  were  to  bring  a  gentleman  within 
the  walls,  and  he  were  to  be  turned  out,  he  should 
be  very  much  hurt;  he  would  venture  to  say, 
that  it  he  introduced  none  but  gentlemen,  he 
would  never  have  his  feelings  thus  hurt. 

Mr.  Hartley  hoped  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  would  not  be  discharged,  but  have  leave  to 
sit  again  at  a  future  day.  The  Speaker,  he  re- 
marked, was  in  a  very  awkward  situation  in  the 
discussion  ;  he  wished  him  to  be  at  liberty  to  an- 
swer any  insinuation  which  might  be  made 
against  his  conduct. 

The  Speaker  thought  it  his  duty  to  say,  that 
he  had  heard  no  personal  insinuation  towards 
himself;  if  he  had,  he  should  not  ask  the  House 
to  go  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to  get 
^lear  of  them. 

Mr.  Lyon  denied  having  insinuated  that  the  de- 
bates were  at  present  improperly  reported;  he 
thought  the  busmess  well  done.  All  he  had  said 
was,  that  there  were  formerly  six  reporters,  and 
DOW  only  one ;  and  he  wished  the  regulation  to 
be  adopted,  lest  that  one  should  be  driven  away, 
by  the  same  power  which  had  sent  off  the  others. 

The  Speaker  said  the  remark  of  the  member 
from  Vermont  was  very  improper  and  indecent. 

The  question  for  leave  to  sit  again  was  nega- 
tlTcd— 46  to  40. 

Mr.  N.  Smith  proposed  to  postpone  the  farther 
eonsideration  of  this  subject  to  the  4th  of  March 
next. 

Mr.  Harper  was  opposed  to  this  motion  ;  it 
wit  not  his  object  to  give  the  go-by  to  this  ques- 
tion. He  had  no  desire  to  avoid  it.  He  was  sat- 
isfied that  whenever  the  business  was  gone  into. 


the  report  of  the  select  committee  would  be  agreed 
to.  He  hoped,  therefore,  the  third  Monday  in 
April  would  be  preferred. 

Mr.  Brooks  would  have  no  objection  to  die- 
cuss  this  business,  if  it  had  not  already  been  dis- 
cussed. He  was  in  favor  of  the  4th  of  March, 
as  he  perceived  the  gentleman  from  Penneylvar 
nia  wished  to  introduce  several  regulations  into 
the  discussion,  as  to  the  admission  of  strangers,  dte* 

Mr.  Nicholas  said,  he  had  avoided  as  much 
as  possible  entering  into  this  discussion  at  pres- 
ent. He  had  asserted  the  necessity  of  a  rule  of 
this  kind,  in  order  to  set  the  note-takers  upon  a 
more  respectable  footing  than  at  present. 

Mr.  Gallatin  made  some  remarks  against  the 
postponement. 

Mr.  RuTLEDGE  said  he  supposed  that  it  was 
perfectly  well  understood  that  short-hand  writers 
were  admitted  on  the  floor  through  the  Speaker's 
indulgence,  because  it  was  a  privilege  not  grant* 
ed  to  the  rest  of  our  fellow-citizens,  who  were  ad- 
mitted into  the  galleries  and  lobby  only,  and  that 
ashy  the  rules  he  had  authority  to  order  any 
stranger  to  be  turned  out  for  disorderly  conduct, 
or  both  galleries  and  lobbies  to  be  cleared  entire- 
ly in  case  of  more  general  disorder,  or  where  he 
could  not  distinguish  and  single  out  the  unruly 
individual,  so  he  had  believed  that  no  one  doubt- 
ed his  authority  to  revoke  the  indulgence  thue 
granted  to  stenographers. 

He  requested,  however,  that  the  Speaker,  al- 
though in  the  Chair,  would  do  the  doubting  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania  the  favor  to  state  in 
what  manner  this  business  had  been  conducted, 
in  order  to  dispel  the  debate  of  that  member,  or 
of  any  other  who  entertained  them ;  although 
Mr.  RuTLEDGE  declared  that  he  for  himself  hj&d 
none,  and  was  satisfied. 

The  Speaker  rose  from  the  Chair,  and  said 
that  he  felt  very  much  disposed  to  gratify  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina  in  any  request  he 
might  think  proper  to  make,  but  that  in  this  in- 
stance it  would  be  useless,  because  he  was  suie 
that  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Gal- 
latin,) notwithstanding  his  affectation  of  igno- 
rance, knew  perfectly  well,  through  whose  indul- 
gence, and  under  what  restrictions,  short-hand 
writers  were  admitted  on  the  floor  of  the  House, 
and  on  what  footing  they  stood  there.  The  Speak- 
er added,  that  as  he  had  himself  told  this,  long 
since,  to  that  very  member,  it  was  consequently 
very  certain  that  ne  did  not  seriously  entertain 
the  doubts  he  had  expressed,  but  that  they 
were  suggested  rather  with  a  design  to  catch  the 
popular  ear,  than  with  an  expectation  or  wish  that 
they  should  be  dispelled. 

Mr.  Gallatin  said,  he  understood  that  it  wai 
under  the  courtesy  of  the  Speaker  that  persons 
were  admitted  on  the  floor  ot  the  House  to  take 
the  debates,  and  all  his  observations  went  to  show 
that  the  business  would  be  better  placed  on  a  dif- 
ferent footing.  If  this  was  speaking  to  catch  the 
popular  ear,  he  had  so  spoken.  With  respect  to 
the  special  use  alluded  to,  he  well  knew  that  tlie 
power  exercised  by  the  Speaker  had  been  exef- 
cised  once  before  daring  the  laitj^on ;  but,  be- 
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fore  that  time,  he  did  not  know  that  he  had  the 
power  of  discharging  a  stenographer  from  the 
House;  and  he  had  always  since  thought  it  was 
improper  that  he  should  have  it. 

Mr.  N.  Smith  made  his  motion,  because  he 
thought  the  question  had  been  sufficiently  discuss- 
ed, and  because  he  thought  it  too  trifling  a  busi- 
ness to  engage  the  attention  of  the  House  at  this 
time. 

The  question  for  the  postponement  was  taken 
by  yeas  and  nays,  when  there  appeared  44  for  it 
andf  44  against  it,  as  follows  : 

Ykas — ^John  Allen,  George  Baer,  jr.,  Bailey  Bartlett, 
James  A.  Bayard,  David  Brooks,  Stephen  Bullock, 
Christopher  G.  Champlin,  John  Chapman,  James 
Cochran,  Joshua  Coit,  William  Craik,  Samuel  W. 
Dana,  John  Dennis,  Abiel  Foster,  Dwight  Foster,  Jon- 
athah  Freeman,  Henry  Glen,  Chauncey  Goodrich, 
William  Gordon,  Roger  Griswold,  William  B.  Grove, 
William  Hindman,  Hezekiah  L.  Hosmer,  James  H. 
Inlay,  John  Wilkes  Kittera,  Samuel  Lyman,  James 
Machir,  William  Matthews*  Harrison  6.  Otis,  Isaac 
Parker,  Thomas  Pinckney,  John  Reed,  John  Rutledge, 
jr^  James  Schurcman,  Samuel  Sewall,  William  Shep- 
aid,  Thos.  Sinnicksen,  Nathaniel  Smith,  Peleg  Sprague, 
George  Thatcher,  Richard  Thomas,  John  E.  Van  Alen, 
Peleg  Wadsworth,  and  John  Williams. 

Nats — Abraham  Baldwin,  David  Bard,  Thomas 
Bkmnty  Richard  Bre/it,  Nathan  Bryan,  Demsey  Burgee, 
Thomas  Claiborne,  Wm.  Charles  Cole  Claiborne,  Mat- 
thew Clay,  John  Clopton,  John  Dawson,  George  Dent, 
Lucas  Ehnendorph,  William  Findley,  John  Fowler, 
Albert  Gallatin,  James  Gillespie,  Andrew  Gregg,  John 
A.  Hanna,  Robert  Goodloe  Harper,  Carter  B.  Harri- 
«on,  Thomas  Hartley,  Joseph  Heister,  David  Hohnes, 
Walter  Jones,  Matthew  Locke,  Matthew  Lyon,  Na- 
thaniel Macon,  Blair  McCIenachan,  Joseph  McDowell, 
John  Milledge,  Anthony  New>  John  Nicholas,  Tomp- 
«on  J.  Skinner,  Samuel  Smith,  Richard  Sprigg,jun., 
Hichard  Stanford,  Thomas  Sumter,  Thomas  TilUng- 
hast,  Abram  Trigg,  Philip  Van  Cortlandt,  Joseph  B. 
Tamum,  Abraham  Venable,  and  Robert  Williams. 

The  numbers  being  equal,  the  Speaker  said,  as 
this  was  a  question  upon  which  he  could  not  vote 
without  a  po.siiive  order  of  the  House,  the  question 
was  not  carried. 

A  motion  was  then  made  to  adjourn,  which 
was  lost,  there  beinff  only  24  votes  for  it. 

Mr.  Hartley  moved  to  postpone  the  question 
until  the  first  Monday  in  May.  This  was  also 
neffatived— 4d  to  38. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  agreeing  to  the 
report  oi  the  select  committee  to  disagree  to  the 
resolution;  which  was  agreed  to,  50  to  36,  as 
follows: 

YiAs — John  Allen,  George  Baer,  jun.,  Bailey  Bart^ 
lett,  James  A.  Bayard,  David  Brooks,  Stephen  Bullock, 
Christopher  G.  Champlin,  John  Chapman,  James  Coch- 
ran, Joshua  Coit,  William  Craik,  Samuel  W.  Dana, 
John  Dennis,  George  Dent,  Abiel  Foster,  Dwight  Fos- 
ter, Jonathan  Freeman,  Henry  Glen,  Chauncey  Good- 
rich, William  Gordon,  Roger  Griswold,  William  Barry 
Qrove,  John  A.  Hanna,  Robert  Goodloe  Harper,  Tho- 
mas Hartley,  William  Hindman,  Hezekiah  L.  Hosmer, 
lames  H.  Imlay,  John  Wilkes  Kittera,  Samuel  Lyman, 
iaaias  Madiir,  William  MaUhews,  John  Milledge,  Har- 
^mm  O.  Otis,  baao  Parker,  Thamas  Ptnoknay,  John 


Reed,  John  Rutledge,  jun.,  James  Schureman,  Saaoe^ 
SewsJl,  William  Shepard,  Thos.  Sinnicksen,  Nathanie 
Smith,  Peleg  Sprague,  Geo.  Thatcher,  Richard  Tbomasi 
Thomas  Tillinghast,  John  £.  Van  Alen,  Peleg  Wads- 
worth,  and  John  Williams. 

Nats — Abraham  Baldwin,  David  Bard,  Thomas 
Blount,  Richard  Brent,  Nathan  Bryan.  Demsey  Burget, 
Thomas  Claiborne,  William  C.  C.  Claiborne,  Matthew 
Clay,  John  Clopton,  John  Dawson,  Lucas  Elmendorph, 
William  Findley,  John  Fowler,  Albert  Gallatin,  James 
Gillespie,  Andrew  Gregg,  Carter  B.  Harrison,  David 
Holmes,  Walter  Jones,  Matthew  Lyon,  Nathaniel  Ma- 
con, Blair  McCIenachan,  Joseph  McDowell,  Anthony 
New,  John  Nicholas,  Tompson  J.  Skinner,  William 
Smith,  Richard  Sprigg,  jun.,  Richard  Stanford,  Thomaa 
Sumter,  Abram  Trigg,  Philip  Van  Cortlandt,  Joseph 
B.  Vamum,  Abraham  Venable,  and  Robart  Witliams. 


Thursday,  March  22. 

The  following  engrossed  bills  were  read  the 
third  time,  and  passed,  viz: 

The  bill  for  continuiniz  in  force  part  of  an  act 
therein  mentioned.  FThe  title  of  this  bill  was 
amended,  by  adding  tne  title  of  the  act  the  part 
of  which  is  hereby  continued,  viz :  The  act  mak- 
ing further  provision  for  securing  and  collecting 
duties  on  foreign  distilled  spirits,  wines,  and  teasg 

The  bill  to  alter  the  time  ot  entering  stills,  and 
for  other  purposes. 

The  bill  to  continue  in  force  the  5th  section  of 
the  act  establishing  post  offices  and  post  roads; 
and — 

The  bill  to  revive  and  continue  in  force  the  act 
reffulating  the  compensation  of  clerks,  and  for 
other  purposes. 

Mr.  Baldwin,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  from  the  Senate  for  accom- 
modating a  settlement  of  limits  with  the  State  of 
Greorgia,  and  for  erecting  a  Government  in  the 
Misjsissippi  Territory,  reported  the  bill  withoat 
any  amendment,  with  some  additional  informa- 
tion. Committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
for  to-morrow. 

The  House^  on  motion  of  Mr.  Harper,  went 
into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  mak- 
ing an  appropriation  for  a  balance  found  due  to 
the  representatives  of  William  Carmichael;  which, 
being  agreed  to,  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate,  in- 
forming the  House  that  they  had  passed  the  bill 
declaring  the  assent  of  Congress  to  an  act  of  the 
State  of  Maryland,  appointing  an  health  officer, 
with  an  amendment 

Another  message  was  leceived  from  the  Sen- 
ate, informing  the  House  that  they  had  passed  a 
bill  to  enable  the  President  of  the  United  States 
to  purchase,  or  take  on  lease,  one  or  more  foun- 
dries, for  which  $100,000  are  proposed  to  be  ap- 
propriated. Referred  to  the  Committee  for  the 
iProtection  of  Commerce  and  the  Defence  of  the 
Country. 

STANDING  RULES. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  committee  of  ^S  nineteenth  of  February  last, 
to  whom  were  nwntd  ih^  taotiqns  of  Ike  thir- 
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teenth  and  fourteenth  of  the  same  months  for  add- 
ing certain  rules  to  the  Standing  Rules  and 
Orders  of  the  House :  Whereupon, 

The  first  part  thereof,  to  which  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  House,  yesterday,  reported  their 
disagreement,  heing  read  at  the  Clerk's  tahle,  in 
the  words  following,  to  wit : 

**  The  committee  appointed  on  a  motion  of  the  thir- 
teenth  instant,  for  an  addition  to  the  Standing  Rules 
and  Orders  of  the  House, 

**  Report,  as  thenr  opinion,  that  the  House  ought  to 
agree  to  the  same,  in  the  words  following,  m : 

**  Reaohed,  That  no  question  for  reconsideration  shall 
be  taken,  when  there  is  a  smaller  number  of  members 
pNMnt  than  were  present  when  the  original  vote  pro- 
posed to  be  oonsid^ed  was  taken." 

The  question  was  put,  that  the  House  do  agree 
with  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  in  their 
disagreement  to  the  said  first  part  of  the  report, 
and  resolved  in  the  afllrmative. 

The  latter  part  of  the  said  report,  to  which  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House,  yesterday,  re- 
ported their  agreement,  being  read,  in  the  words 
rollowing,  to  wit : 

**  The  committee  Airther  r^>ort  that  the  motion  of 
the  fourteenth  instant,  to  wit : 

<*  Resolvedy  That  the  Standing  Rules  and  Orders  of 
tfiis  House  be  amended,  by  inserting,  after  the  Rule 
respecting  motions  for  adjournment,  the  following  pro- 
viso: 'That  no  motion  for  adjournment  shall  be  re- 
oeired,  unless  br  unanimous  consent,  while  another 
motion  is  depending,*  ought,  in  their  opinion,  to  be  dis- 
agreed to  by  the  House.'' 

The  question  was  taken,  that  the  House  do 
arree  with  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  in 
their  agreement  to  the  said  latter  part  of  the  re- 
port, and  resolred  in  the  affirmative. 


Friday,  March  23. 

The  bill,  making  an  appropriation  for  the  bal- 
ance found  due  to  the  legal  representatives  of 
William  Carmichael,  deceased,  was  read  the  third 
time,  and  pasfied. 

Mr.  Otis,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  so  much  of  the  President's  Speech  as  re- 
lated to  Consuls,  reported  a  bill,  which  was  read, 
and  committed  for  Tuesday. 

The  amendment  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  for 
deelarinjg  the  assent  of  Congress  to  an  act  of  the 
State  ofMaryland  for  the  appointment  of  a  health 
officer  was  concurred  in. 

J08IAH  FLAGQ. 

Mr.  Otis  presented  the  petition  of  the  widow 
of  Josiah  Flagg,  a  Colonel  m  the  State  troops  of 
Rhode  Island,  praying  for  compensation  for  the 
services  of  her  late  husband,  which,  bein^  read, 
lie  moved  to  have  committed  to  the  Committee  of 
Clahns. 

This  reference  was  opposed  by  the  chairman 
of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  (Mr.  D.  Foster.) 
He  stated  that  Colonel  Flagg  ought  to  have  been, 
If  he  was  not,  paid  by  the  State  of  Rhode  Island; 
that  a  number  of  applications  of  this  kind  had 
been  made  to  Congresa,  and  uniformly  rejected. 


The  total  of  these  claims,  he  believed,  would 
amount  to  several  thousand  dollars,  and  the  ac- 
counts of  the  several  States  who  employed  these 
troops  had  already  been  adjusted  between  the 
General  Government  and  the  State  Governments. 
Ordered  to  lie  on  the  tables 

PAYMENT  OP  UNPUNDED  DEBT. 

Mr.  D.  Foster  proposed  the  following  resolu- 
tion for  the  adoption  of  the  House,  which  was 
agreed  to : 

**  Reaohed^  That  the  Committee  of  Claims  be  ii^ 
structed  to  inquire  whether  any,  and  what,  further  pro- 
vision ought  to  be  made  relative  to  the  payment  or  re- 
imbursementa  of  the  unfunded  or  registered  debt,  now 
credited  in  the  books  of  the  Treasury,  and  relative  to 
Loan  Office  and  final  settlement  certificates ;  and  that 
the  said  committee  be  empowered  to  report  by  bill  or 
otherwise.'* 

PURCHASE  OP  P0UNDRIB8. 
Mr.  Sewall,  from  the  Committee  for  the  Pro- 
tection of  Commerce  and  the  Defence  of  the 
Country,  reported  the  bill  from  the  Senate  au- 
thorizing the  President  to  purchase  one  or  more 
foundries,  with  an  opinion  that  it  ought  to  be 
adopted  without  amendment.  The  bUl  was  com- 
mitted for  Monday. 

GEORGIA  LIMITS. 

Mr.  J.  Williams  called  for  the  order  of  the  day 
on  the  bill  for  organizing  and  disciplining  the 
militia  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Gallatin  thought  it  better  that  the  House 
should  again  go  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  bill  for  an  amicable  settlement  of  limits 
with  Gkorgia,  and  for  the  erection  of  a  Govern- 
ment in  the  Mississippi  Territory,  as  that  subject 
had  already  undergone  some  discussion,  and  the 
bill  had  been  reported  with  the  information  to 
obtain  which  it  had  been  committed. 

The  latter  business  was  preferred,  and  the  House 
accordingly  went  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  subject;  when  Mr.  Milledob's  amend- 
ment being  under  consideration,  for  adding  to  the 
section  for  appointing  a  provisional  Government 
in  the  Natchez  country,  ^^  after  the  consent  of  the 
Legislature  of  Greorgia  shall  have  been  obtained," 

Mr.  MiLLBOGB  o&erved,  that  the  select  com* 
mittee  had  now  reported  all  the  documents  on 
which  the  United  states  claimed  a  right  to  this 
territory.  As  to  the  title  of  Georgia,  be  should 
not  enter  into  an  inquiry  as  to  that  He  would 
only  remark,  that  the  State  of  Georgia  was  as 
tenacious  of  her  rights  as  any  State  in  the  UnioM. 
But  he  thought  it  would  not  be  improper  to  ex* 
amine  the  pretended  claim  of  the  United  States 
to  this  country.  Looking  into  the  Journals  of  the 
Senate,  he  found  that  on  the  3d  of  March,  17^ 
a  resolution  was  passed  directing  the  Attorney 
General  to  inquire  into  and  make  a  report  on  the 
subject  of  the  title  of  the  United  States  to  land 
in  Georgia.  No  doubt  the  Attorney  Gknerai  not 
only  examined  the  records  of  the  State  of  Geor- 
gia, but  those  of  the  United  States,  and  obtained 
all  the  information  which  he  was' able  to  do  ia 
the  United  States  \  but  not  finding  sufficient  grooiid 
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upon  which  to  found  a  title,  he  applied  to  Mr. 
Bayard,  our  Commissioner  in  Londob,  who  ob- 
tained a  certificate  on  the  subject  from  a  Mr. 
Chalmers.  Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Trade  and 
Plantations.     Twelve  months  after  he  was  di- 
rected to  do  80,  the  Attorney  General  made  a 
report  on  the  subject ;  but  none  of  the  documents 
wnich  he  reported  went  to  establish  the  claim  of 
the  United  States ;  nor  anything  which  tends  to 
show  that  a  cession  of  West  Florida  was  ever 
made.    But  he  now  found  among  the  papers  got 
from  the  Senate,  a  letter,  addressed  to  Mr.  Reed 
of  the  Senate,  from  Mr.  Livingston  of  New  York, 
informing  him  that  he  encloses  an  extract  from 
the  instructions  given  by  the  Kin^  of  Great  Bri- 
tain to  Governor  Chester.    But  Mr.  Livingston 
was  not  known  as  an  official  character ;  and  this 
document  was  neither  official  nor  certified.    Yet 
this  is  the  ground  upon  which  the  United  States 
claim  this  tract  of  country.    Before  the  General 
Government  proceeded  to  erect  a  temporary  Gov- 
ernment, it  ought  to  have  better  information  with 
respect  to  the  nature  of  its  claim  ;  tor,  to  attempt 
to  establish  a  government  without  the  consent  of 
Georgia,  he  thought  would  be  stepping  beyond 
the  (Jonstitution,  two  clauses  ot  whidi  he  quoted. 
He  hoped  the  general  powers  placed  in  Congress 
for  the  defence  of  the  country  would  not  be  re- 
sorted to  in  order  to  sanction  the  proceeding.    It 
was  said  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  district  of 
country  alluded   to  were  in  a  situation  which 
called  for  immediate  attention.    He  allowed  that 
it  would  be  proper  to  pay  early  attention  to  them ; 
but  he  thought,  inconvenient  as  it  mifht  be,  the 
erecting  of  a  government  might  be  deterred  until 
the  consent  of  the  Legislature  of  Gkoreia  could 
be  obtained.    It  ought  to  be  remembered  that  the 
State  of  Georgia  is  a  member  of  the  Union,  and 
that  it  is  her  interest  to  make  the  cession,  and  he 
had  no  doubt  she  would  do  so.    The  convention  of 
that  State  meet  in  May,  and  if  application  was 
made  to  them,  he  had  no  doubt  the  Legislature 
would  be  called  together,  and  consent  might  be 
obtained  by  the  month  of  July.    He  was  confident 
the  State  of  Georgia  is  desirous  of  promoting  the 
interests  of  the  United   States,  and  that  she  is 
firmly  attached  to  the  Government ;  all  its  rqs^a- 
lations  had  been  constantly  carried  into  effect 
there ;  and  her  consent  to  tne  establishment  of  a 
provisional  government  being  obtained,  every  dif- 
ficulty would  be  obviated. 

Mr.  Harper  did  not  feel  any  anxiety  to  ques- 
tion the  desire  of  the  State  of  Georgia  to  promote 
the  interests  of  the  United  States,  and  he  was 
riad  to  be  informed  by  her  Representative,  that 
she  was  so  well  disposed  to  the  General  Govern- 
inent,  to  which  assertion  he  gave  the  fullest  cre- 
dit. He,  therefore,  should  not  oppose  the  motion 
of  the  gentleman  on  the  ground  that  the  State  of 
Georgia  would  be  likely  to  throw  any  obstacles  in 
the  way  of  the  proposed  temporary  government ; 
and  he  should  be  far  from  supposinir,  that,  by  the 
erection  of  such  a  government,  the  United  States 
would  assume  an  extra-judicial  right  to  the  terri- 
tory. He  was  of  opinion  that  the  United  States 
poeseesed  the  right  to  it,  and  that  the  most  unde- 


niable evidence  of  the  riffht  existed ;  but  that 
evidence  was  not  now  before  the  House,  and  if 
it  were,  they  were  not  the  proper  body  to  decide 
the  question.    He  believed  the  amendment  ought 
to  be  rejected  on  the  ground  of  policy.    The  bill 
went  to  provide  a  temporary  government,  but 
contained  an  express  clause  that  the  establishment 
of  this  government  shall  not  afiect  the  rights  of 
Georgia  with  respect  to  her  right  of  the  jurisdic- 
tion or  soil  of  this  territory — consequenilv,  the 
fears  of  the  gentleman  are  groundless  in  tnis  re- 
spect   What,  then,  is  the  nature  ot  the  amend- 
ment ?    It  is  to  prevent  the  erection  of  a  tempo- 
rary government  in  a  district  of  country  contain- 
ing upwards  of  5,000  souls,  lying  far  beyond  the 
ordinary  jurisdiction  of  any  State,  with  an  im- 
mense wilderness  intervening,  in  which  are  two 
nations  of  Indiana,  and  in  tne  neighborhood  of 
the  territory  of  a  foreign  nation,  with  whom, 
though  we  are  at  present  at  peace,  when  we  recol- 
lect tne  connexion  subsisting  between  that  nation 
and  another  with  whom  we  have  differences  of  a 
serious  nature,  we  cannot  reckon  upon  as  lasting. 
Yet  this  remote  and  vulnerable  comer  of  the 
Union  is  to  be  left  defenceless  for  an  indefinite 
period  of  time,  lest  we  should  possibly  give  um- 
brage to  the  State  of  Greorria.  by  providing  a 
temporary  government  there  before  the  dispute  on 
the  subject  of  limits  is  settled.    And  whatever 
may  be  the  good  disposition  of  Georgia  towards 
the  United  States,  it  would  require  considerable 
time  to  obtain  the  consent  proposed.    Their  Le- 
gislature do  not  meet  till  next  Winter.    It  was 
true,  as  had  been  stated,  that  their  convention  met 
in  May,  and  they  might,  if  they  thought  proper, 
call  an  extraordinarv  meeting  of  the  Legislature; 
but  this  could  not  oe  relied  upon.    Besides,  he 
saw  no  necessity  for  so  much  punctilio  in  this 
case,  for  if  any  State  were  to  suffer  a  part  of  its 
territory,  within   its  ordinary  jurisdiction,  to  lie 
in  a  defenceless  state^  the  General  Gk)vernment 
would  be  warranted  in  steppinjB^  in  to  defend  it, 
and  certainly  they  might  do  it  in  a  case  like  the 
present,  where  no  jurisdiction  is  exercised.    And 
if  this  was  not  done,  the  petition  of  these  people 
set  forth,  that  however  unwilling  they  should  be 
to  do  so,  they  should  be  obliged  to  pass  over  to 
the  Spanish  aominions. 

Mr.  H.  said,  he  did  not  wish  to  have  touched 
upon  the  question  of  right ;  but  as  the  gentleman 
from  Georgia  had  said  we  had  none,  he  felt  him- 
self obliged  to  say  a  few  words  upon  that  point. 
He  allowed  the  committee  had  not  before  them 
evidence  of  the  right  which  would  be  admissible 
in  a  court  of  law ;  but  though  it  were  not  such 
as  would  be  admitted  in  a  court  of  law,  had  it 
therefore  no  weight?  It  was  at  least  equal  to 
what  was  every  day  received  by  the  committees 
of  the  House.  The  question  was,  whether  the 
papers  before  them  afforded  reason  to  believe  that 
legal  evidence  of  the  title  did  exist  ?  It  was  a 
copy  of  a  commission  and  instructions  given  by 
the  King  of  Great  Britain  to  Governor  Chester, 
of  West  Florida,  in  the  year  1770,  furnished  by 
the  gentleman  who  was  Secretary  to  the  Got- 
emor  at  the  time,  and  whose  di|ty  it  was  to  keep 
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the  records  of  that  Government.  But  the  gentle- 
man from  Georgia  said,  search  had  been  made  in 
the  offices  of  the  British  Government  for  the  ori- 
grinal,  of  which  this  paper  was  a  copy,  and  it 
could  not  be  found.  But  this  was  no  proof  it  did 
not  exist.  If  it  does  exist,  legal  evidence  may  be 
obtained  from  it,  and  this  paper  shows  that  the 
Natchez  country  was  included  within  the  territory 
of  West  Floriaa,  and  that  it  ceased  in  the  year 
1770  to  be  a  part  of  Georgia.  He  believed,  how- 
ever, this  question  ought  not  now  to  be  acted  upon ; 
but  that  from  necessity,  and  the  exigencies  ot  the 
case,  a  temporary  government  ought  immediately 
to  be  provided  for  this  district  of  country,  and 
afterwards  settle  the  point  of  rij^ht  with  Georgia 
by  negotiation ;  and  if  it  was  found  in  the  end 
that  the  United  States  had  no  title  to  it,  the  Gov- 
ernment which  had  been  established  could  be 
withdrawn. 

But  it  was  stated  that  the  L^slature  of  €^r- 
gia  would  readily  consent  that  the  United  States 
should  become  possessed  of  this  country.  But 
what  were  the  terms  upon  which  they  proposed 
to  cede  it  ?  They  required,  as  one  of  the  condi- 
tions, a  million  and  a  half  of  dollars  in  six  per 
cent,  stock,  and  as  another  (which  was  infinitely 
harder,  since  it  mi^ht  not  be  in  our  power  to  com- 

Sy  with  it,  as  it  depended  upon  the  will  of  the 
dians)  that  the  United  States  will  guarantee 
the  relinquishment  of  the  Indian  claim  to  the 
land  on  the  east  side  of  the  Chatahoochee,  within  a 
certain  number  of  years.  There  is  little  hope, 
therefore,  that  the  State  of  Georgia  will  propose 
any  terms  to  which  the  United  States  can  agree, 
as  It  had  been  seen  that  the  Legislature  of  that 
State  had  rejected  a  bill  by  a  great  majority, 
which  proposed  the  price  to  be  one  million  of  dol- 
lars, with  the  other  condition.  Of  course  it  would 
be  very  imprudent  to  rest  the  establishment  of  a 
government  in  this  quarter  upon  an  agreement  to 
terms  like  these. 

Besides,  the  amendment  would  affect  the  riffht 
claimed  by  the  United  States.  To  watt  for  this 
consent  would  be  tantamount  to  confessing  we 
had  no  right,  and  arm  G(eorgia  with  a  strong 
weapon  against  us  in  the  final  settlement. 

Mr.  H.  contended  that  there  was  nothing  in  the 
Constitution  which  could  prevent  the  proposed 
measure,  since  it  was  absolutely  necessary  to  pre- 
serve the  people  from  falling  into  anarchy,  and  to 
prevent  a  foreign  Government  from  putting  arms 
into  their  hands.  It  was  also  a  quarter  of  the 
Union  which  it  was  necessary  to  preserve,  if  we 
wished  to  secure  the  free  navigation  of  the  Missis- 
sippi, which  we  had  lately  obtained  byr  the  Span- 
ish Treaty ;  for  if  this  country  were  invadea  by 
the  Indians,  or  involved  in  civil  war,  we  could 
not  hare  the  benefit  of  the  navigation  of  that 
river.  He  hoped,  therefore,  when  so  many  con- 
siderations were  opposed  to  it,  the  amendment 
-would  be  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  Nicholas  understood,  from  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina,  that  it  was  not  intended  to 
insist  upon  the  title  of  the  United  States  to  the 
territory  in  question  ;  and  if  they  were  not  ripe  to 
decide  that  tne  land  is  the  property  of  the  United 


States,  he  thought  they  ought  not  to  establish  a 
government  there  without  paying  some  respect  to 
the  rights  of  Georgia,  by  obtaining  her  consent,  as 
it  might  prevent  that  amicable  settlement  of 
which  we  bad  at  present  the  prospect.  If  that 
State  set  the  value  upon  the  land  which  had  been 
mentioned,  would  it  not  excite  the  utmost  jeal* 
ousy  in  that  country  to  take  forcible  possession 
of  it  ?  To  do  this  would  certainly  be  to  estab- 
lish an  influence  in  favor  of  the  United  States, 
which  would  be  fatal  to  the  claim  of  G^eor^ia.  No 
argument  had  been  adduced  to  show  the  right  of 
the  United  States  to  this  territory,  but  merely  to 
show  the  convenience  of  the  measure.  The  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina  might  as  well  say 
that  a  certain  district  in  Virginia  is  not  so  well 
governed  as  it  might  be,  and,  as  the  peo- 
ple would  be  happier  under  the  Government  of 
the  United  States,  propose  to  take  possession  of  it. 
But  it  was  said  Gkorffia  had  not  begun  to  govern 
this  territory.  Neither  have  the  United  States. 
She  may,  for  aught  we  know,  be  preparing  to  do 
it  now.  He  thought  there  was  not  a  shadow  of 
pretence  for  taking  the  course  proposed,  without 
first  consulting  the  Legislature  of  Gtorgia.  He 
hoped  the  amendment  would  be  agreed  to. 

Mr.  J.  Williams  said  it  appear^  to  him,  that 
if  this  amendment  were  to  prevail,  the  bill  might 
as  well  be  voted  out  altogether.  The  bill  had  two 
objects,  viz:  a  settlement  of  limits,  and  the  fixing 
of  a  temporary  goTemment.  It  was  clear  to  him. 
from  the  papers  before  the  committee,  that  the 
United  States  had  a  clear  title  to  the  country  in 
question,  and,  if  this  was  not  the  case,  there  was 
a  saving  clause  in  favor  of  the  Creorgia  claim.  He 
thought  that  State  ought  to  be  happy  at  the  idea 
of  the  United  States  fixing  a  government  there,  as 
it  would  assist  them  in  their  defence  against  the 
Indians.  If  eentlemen  turned  to  the  acts  of  Con- 
fipress,  it  would  be  found  what  a  vast  expense  the 
United  States  had  heretofore  been  put  to  in  de- 
fending the  frontier  of  that  country.  He  thought 
that  State  had  been  dealt  with  in  a  very  favorable 
manner.  It  was  not  long  since  $1^;^^  were 
paid  to  their  militia  for  defendins^  their  frontier. 
He  complimented  the  gentleman  ^om  Georgia  for 
having  advocated  so  ably  the  cause  of  his  State* 
But  he  thought  that  State  ought  to  come  for- 
ward and  show  what  title  she  had  to  the  country. 
It  had  been  ceded  to  the  United  States  by  the 
Spanish  Treaty,  and  the  inhabitants  there  had  a 
claim  upon  the  General  Goyernment  for  protec- 
tion, and  surely  if  the  State  of  Georgia  forever 
refused  to  give  its  consent  to  a  government  being 
established  there,  they  were  not  forever  to  be 
without  government.  The  people  there  had  pe- 
titioned Congress  for  a  government,  of  which 
doubtless  the  State  of  Georgia  was  acquainted ; 
and  they  ought  to  come  forward  in  the  business. 
Their  silence  proved  to  him  that  they  had  no  title 
to  that  country.  Mr.  W.  referred  to  the  manner 
in  which  other  cessions  had  been  made  to  the 
Union,  and  said  he  thought  Georgia  ought  to  re- 
joice at  the  proposed  establishment,  as  it  would 
not  only  be  benefiting  that  State,  but  the  Union 
at  large.  ^  , 
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Mr.  Macon  said  if  the  bill  was  intended  to  be 
conformable  to  the  title,  the  amendment  ought 
certainly  to  be  agreed  to ;  as,  if  the  United  States 
undertook  to  establish  a  goyernment  at  the 
Natchez,  without  the  consent  of  Georgia,  it  could 
not  be  said  to  be  amicably  done.  This,  he  said, 
was  neither  the  proper  time  nor  ^ace  of  deciding 
to  whom  this  territory  belongs.  The  great  object 
ouffht  to  be  to  get  a  ffoyernment  there,  and  not  to 
talk  about  what  had  been  done  for  Georgia.  And 
if  the  consent  of  Greorgia  could  be  obtained  previ- 
ous to  the  establishment  of  this  government,  it 
was  certainly  desirable  that  it  should  be  obtamed. 
This  would  not  injure  the  claim  of  either.  When 
this  was  done,  some  mode  might  be  agreed  upon 
by  which  the  dispute  at  present  subsisting,  might 
be  settled.  This  course  would  prevent  any  diffi- 
culties, and  the  consent  might  be  obtained  by  the 
time  tne  government  could  take  effect 

Mr.  Otis  said  if  the  object  of  the  present  bill 
could  be  obtained  in  a  mode  which  would  pre- 
serve the  rights  of  all  parties  as  they  at  present 
stand,  such  a  course  would  be  preferable  to  that 
whicn  should  appear  to  relinquish  the  right  of 
one  of  the  parties.  It  struck  him  that  this  mifi^ht 
be  effected  by  the  bill  as  it  now  stands.  The  Uni- 
ted States  assumed  their  right  to  the  land,  yet 
they  do  not  say  they  mean  to  turn  a  deaf  ear'  to 
the  claim  of  Greorgia.  But,  if  the  amendment 
were  adopted,  it  would  go  to  relinquish  the  title 
of  the  United  States,  and  this,  he  thought,  would 
be  an  excess  of  complaisance  to  the  State  of 
Greorgia.  The  only  plausible  reason  given  in  fa- 
vor of  the  amendment  was,  that  if  the  bill  passed 
without  it,  it  would  give  offence  to,  and  excite 
jealousy  in,  the  State  of  Georgia.  But  how? 
Because  Congress  passes  an  act  to  settle  the 
interfering  claims,  and  directs  the  appointment 
of  commissioners  to  give  them  a  compensa- 
tion for  what  we  miffht  take  without  it?  Or, 
because  we  say  we  will  enter  upon  the  territory, 
to  which  we  always  laid  claims,  in  order  to  pre- 
serve peace  and  order  amonfi[  the  inhabitants,  and 
to  secure  it  against  the  attack  of  the  Indians  or  of 
a  foreign  Power  ?  Grentlemen  seem  to  take  it  for 
granted  that  Georgia  has  possession  of  this  territo- 
ry ;  whereas  those  who  oppose  the  amendment, 
contend  it  is  a  vacant  possession,  and  that  we  have 
a  right  to  take  possession  of  it,  to  hold  it,  not  until 
an  army  is  raised  to  take  it  from  us,  but  until  the 
legal  question  of  right  shall  be  decided.  And  it 
could  not  be  said  that  there  was  anything  offen- 
sive in  this.  If  a  man,  for  instance,  were  to  enter 
upon  a  piece  of  land,  and  say  he  would  never 
give  it  up  until  he  was  driven  from  it^  it  would 
certainly  be  an  act  of  violence ;  but  U  he  enter 
upon  it  only  to  take  care  of  it,  until  a  legal  deci- 
sion can  be  had  as  to  his  right,  such  an  act  was 
perfectly  justifiable;  and  this  was  intended  in  the 
present  case. 

Mr.  KiTTEBA  honed,  if  the  bill  passed  at  all,  it 
would  be  without  tne  amendment.  This  territory 
was  never  yet  governed  either  by  the  United 
States  or  Georgia,  but  had  been  ceded  to  the  Uni- 
ted States  by  Spain,  in  our  late  treaty  with  that 
Power,  and  we  ought  to  retain  possession  of  it 


until  the  title  to  it  was  clear.  In  this  view  oi  the 
subject,  he  could  not  see  how  the  State  of  Georgia 
could  take  offence  at  our  holding  the  territory 
until  the  existing  dispute  was  settled. 

Mr.  Baij>win  said  it  was  to  be  regretted,  as  this 
was  the  last  instance  in  which  this  question  of 
cession  could  be  presented  to  Congress,  that  the 
situation  of  the  persons  settled  upon  this  territory 
was  such  as  should  seem  to  constrain  gentlemen 
to  depart  from  the  course  of  their  former  proceed- 
ings on  this  subject  He  was  fully  impressed  with 
the  situation  of  that  people ;  but  he  thought  little 
delay  would  be  occasioned  by  the  proposed  appli- 
cation to  the  State  of  Georgia ;  nor  would  thai 
consent  weaken,  as  had  been  suggested,  the  title 
of  the  United  States.  Or,  if  there  was  any  force 
in  the  objection,  it  might  be  guarded  against  by 
adding  a  few  words  in  the  section  which  speaks 
of  preserving  the  claim  of  Georgia  as  it  now 
stands. 

Mr.  B.  said,  gentlemen  who  had  turned  their 
attention  to  the  map,  would  find  that  the  territory 
in  question  is  situate  at  the  southwest  comer  of 
the  United  States ;  the  southern  boundary  is  lati- 
tude 31,  and  the  western  boundary  the  Missis- 
sippi, which  is  also  the  boundary  of  the  United 
States.  Its  extent  is  about  280  miles  north  and 
south,  and  coming  this  way,  about  400  miles* 
That  part  upon  which  this  bill  is  bottomed,  is 
little  more  than  one-third  part  of  the  whole  of 
that  territory.  The  United  States  now  reckon 
latitude  32}  as  the  boundary  of  Greorgia ;  but  in 
the  treaty,  and  till  very  lately,  it  was  always 
reckoned  to  be  31,  which  is  also  the  boundary  of 
the  United  States.  This  was,  at  any  rate,  a  new 
discovery — the  official  documents  in  support  of 
which  he  had  not  seen.  It  was  now  supposed 
that  West  Florida  extends  to  latitude  32}^  and 
not  to  31,  which  is  one  degree  and  a  half  more 
than  formerly  supposed.  If  this  were  so,  he  won- 
dered it  had  never  before  been  discovered  by 
England  or  Spain.  Why  was  the  boundary  of 
the  United  States  always  fixed  at  31  ?  He  feared^ 
that  since  it  became  our  interest  to  extend  the 
boundary,  we  had  suffered  that  interest  to  color 
our  judgment.  The  instructions  drawn  out  for 
our  Minister  by  a  former  Secretary  of  State  wer& 
<<  you  are  to  contend  for  latitude  31."  The  ffrouna 
upon  which  he  had  stated  this,  Mr.  B.  thouffhc 
irresistible^  and  it  was  thought  we  might  risK  a 
war  upon  it.  Besides,  this  bill  would  not  cure  the 
evil  for  which  it  was  intended.  There  might  be 
inhabitants  still  further  north ;  this  bill  provides 
only  for  such  as  are  settled  within  what  had  beea 
called  the  Province  of  West  Florida.  Mr.  B. 
said,  he  had  never  seen  the  documents  which 
authorized  this  extension.  He  had,  indeed,  seen 
the  remarks  of  Mr.  Chalmers,  who,  he  believed, 
was  Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Trade  and  Planta^ 
tions  in  London;  but  he  believed  he  had  drawn 
what  he  had  said  from  the  same  document  which 
was  now  reported,  viz :  the  extract  from  the  copy 
of  the  instructions  said  to  have  been  ^iven  to 
Governor  Chester;  but  the  order  of  King  and 
Council  for  extending  it,  the  Attorney  General 
says,  in  page  11th  of  his  report,  is  not  to  be  found* 
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GeDtlemeD  had  said^  wh^  does  not  the  State  of 
Georgia  manifest  a  disposition  to  make  some  ar- 
rangements respecting  the  territory  in  question. 
They  had  done  so.  After  the  Revolutionary  war 
in  1783  or  1784,  when  there  was  an  expectation 
that  the  forts  would  have  heen  evacuated,  they 
laid  out  a  countv.  there,  and  all  the  titles  were  de- 
elared  good,  and  where  there  was  no  other  title 
occupancy  was  declared  to  be  sufficient,  and  war- 
rants were  to  be  issued  accordingly.  When  he 
first  came  to  attend  his  duty  in  Congress,  the 
Minister  from  Spain  arrived  about  the  same  time, 
when  he  put  in  the  claim  of  Spain  to  this  terri- 
tory, whicn  prevented  anything  further  from  be- 
ing done;  and  as  soon  as  it  was  found  that  the 
arrangements  made  by  Georgia  gave  umbrage  to 
the  Spanish  Government,  they  were  given  up. 

In  the  year  1788,  the  State  of  Georgia  passed 
an  act  for  making  the  cession  of  this  territory  to 
the  United  States.  This  act  Congress  referred  to 
a  committee,  which  reported  that  Government 
ought  not  to  accept  of  the  cession  on  the  terms 
proposed.  He  believed  the  same  disposition  to 
make  the  cession  which  always  had  existed,  now 
existed.  He  believed  the  disposition  of  the  Gov- 
ernment of  Georgia  was  as  favorable  to  the  inte- 
rests of  the  United  States  as  that  of  any  other 
State.  He  did  not  rise  to  speak  their  praises ;  but 
he  could  not  sit  to  hear  them  blamed  without 
notice. 

If.  the  proposed  Grovernment  was  proceeded 
with  without  the  consent  of  Georgia,  it  would  be 
a  dereliction  of  principle.  He  thought  some  sort 
of  T6«ralation  might  be  made  among  the  people 
for  their  own  government,  until  Georgia  was  ap- 
^ed  to.  This  was  not  a  new  case.  There  had 
beea  great  settlements  in  several  parts  of  the 
country  long  before  any  Gk)vernraent  was  pro- 
vided for  them.  Mr.  B.  said,  he  did  not  mean  to 
undervalue  the  claim  of  the  United  States ;  they 
bad  always  a  claim  in  every  case  of  cession,  but 
he  hoped,  except  there  was  an  absolute  necessity 
for  it,  the  usual  course  of  proceeding  would  not 
be  departed  from. 

Mr.  GoROON  said,  the  gentleman  from  Georgia 
complained  that  a  different  course  was  proposed 
BOW  to  be  taken  than  had  been  adopted  hereto- 
fore. In  answer  to  this,  it  was  sufficient  to  say, 
that  where  the  circumstances  of  cases  differed, 
different  courses  were  necessary.  With  respect 
to  the  merits  of  the  bill,  he  thought  it  stood  right 
at  present  The  situation  of  the  people  in  the 
district  alluded  to,  was  such  as  required  imme- 
diate attention.  If  gentlemen  were  not  convinced 
of  this,  he  saw  no  necessity  for  going  into  the 
business  before  the  subsisting  dispute  between 
Georgia  and  the  United  States  was  settled.  He 
believed,  however,  there  was  no  doubt  of  the 
fiiet;  and  surely  the  gentleman  from  Georgia 
would  not  wish  that  these  people  should  live  un- 
der a  military  government  for  any  length  of  time. 
Being  satisfied  of  this  point,  he  wished  the  bill  to 
pass  without  the  amendment,  as  that  might  de- 
feat altogether  the  purpose  of  the  bill.  The  claim 
of  Georgia  he  looked  upon  at  least  as  doubtful ; 
and  as  ke  eonaidered  the  United  States  as  bound 


to  protect  all  its  citizens,  he  thought  they  would 
not  be  justified  in  returning  these  people  for  an- 
swer, ^^  we  cannot  attend  to  your  wants  until  we 
have  settled  our  dispute  with  Gleorgia."  Georgia 
might  refuse  to  negotiate  the  subject,  and  by  that 
means  protract  the  business  in  a  manner  which 
would  be  very  inconvenient,  and  perhaps  drive 
the  people  under  another  Government.  Besides, 
if  Gkorgia  should  refuse  its  consent  to  the  estab^ 
lishment  of  a  Gk)vernment  in  that  quarter,  it 
would,  nevertheless,  be  proper  to  establibh  one. 
The  United  States,  Mr.  G.  said,  came  into  po»- 
session  of  this  territory  by  treaty.  But  suppose 
it  was  now  in  possession  of  a  foreign  Power, 
would  Greorgia  attempt  to  drive  them  from  it  7 
Certainly  not.  It  would  amount  to  the  making 
of  war  on  a  foreign  Power.  Suppose  Georgia 
had  a  title  to  this  territory,  had  not  the  United 
States  the  power  of  depriving  Georgia  of  it  1  Sup-  • 
pose,  in  their  treaty  with  Spain,  the  United  Statea 
nad  surrendered  to  Spain  one-half  of  thb  land,  or 
the  whole  of  it,  Gleorgia  would  have  been  bound 
by  such  an  act ;  and  having  got  this  territory  by 
treaty,  they  had  certainly  a  right  to  establish  a 
provisional  Gbvernment  over  it,  until  the  dispute, 
as  to  the  title,  was  settled. 

The  question  of  this  amendment  was  put  and 
negatived  by  46  to  34. 

Mr.  Thatcher  rose  and  said,  he  should  make  a  \ 
motion,  touching  the  rights  of  man,  by  moving  to  \ 
strike  out  the  excepting  clause  in  the  3d  section   '>- 
of  the  bill,    fit  appears  that  in  the  ordinance  es- 
tablishing a  Government  in  the  Northwestern 
Territory,  slaverv  is  expressly  forbidden,  and  this 
section  of  the  bill  directs  that  a  Gbvemment  simi- 
lar in  all  respects  to  that  established  in  the  North- 
western Territory  shall  be  established  in  the  Mis- 
sissippi Territory,  except  that  slavery  shall  not 
be  forbidden.] 

Mr.  Harper  did  not  believe  his  friend's  motion 
would  be  a  proper  mode  of  supporting  the  rights 
of  man.  In  the  Northwestern  Territory  the  regu- 
lation forbiddiug  slavery  was  a  very  proper  one,  as 
the  people  inhabiting  that  part  of  the  country  were 
from  parts  where  slavery  did  not  prevail,  and 
they  had  of  course  no  slaves  amongst  them ;  bat 
in  the  Mississippi  Territory  it  womd  be  very  im- 
proper to  make  such  a  regulation,  as  that  species 
of  property  already  exists,  and  persons  emigratinc^ 
there  from  the  Southern  States  would  carry  with 
them  property  of  this  kind.  To  agree  to  such  a 
proposition  would,  therefore,  be  a  decree  of  ban- 
ishment to  all  the  persons  settled  there,  and  of  ex- 
clusion  to  all  those  intending  to  go  there.  He 
believed  it  could  not,  therefore,  be  carried  into 
effect,  as  it  struck  at  the  habits  and  customs  of 
the  people. 

Mr.  Varnum  did  not  know  that  the  gentleman 
from  Sooth  Carolina  wished  to  promote  the 
rights  of  man.  His  observations  showed,  at  least, 
that  he  did  not  wish  to  support  the  rights  of  all 
men ;  for  where  there  was  a  disposition  to  retain 
a  part  of  our  species  in  slavery,  there  could  not 
be  a  proper  respect  for  the  rights  of  mankind.  It 
was  true  that  this  kind  of  property  is  held  in  the 
Southern  States,  becauae  they  cannot,  consistent 
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with  the  safety  of  the  people  of  thobe  States,  libe- 1 
rate  them,  od  account  or  their  very  great  num- 
bers. But  they  considered  it  as  a  great  burden  to 
be  obliged  to  hold  them.  He  hoped,  therefore, 
Congress  would  have  so  much  respect  for  the 
rights  of  humanity  as  not  to  legalize  the  exist- 
ence of  slavery  any  farther  than  it  at  present  ex- 
ists. He  believed  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  was  mistaken  in  sayring  that  such  a  regu- 
lation would  oblige  all  the  inhabitants  settled  in 
this  territory  to  remove.  The  provision  need  only 
extend  to  the  forbidding  of  slaves  being  taken 
there.  What,  said  he,  is  the  situation  of  the 
Northwestern  Territory  at  this  time  ?  Land  there 
is  worth  more  than  in  some  of  the  old  settled 
States ;  and  he  believed  this  high  price  of  land, 
and  prosperous  condition  of  the  country,  was  en- 
tirely owing  to  the  absence  of  slavery.'  And  if 
the  Southern  States  could  set  clear  of  tneir  slaves, 
the  price  of  their  land  woiud  immediately  double. 
At  any  rate,  he  hoped  the  United  States  would 
prevent  an  increase  of  this  calamity ;  for  he  looked 
upNon  the  practice  of  holding  blacks  in  slavery  in 
this  country  to  be  equally  criminal  with  that  of 
the  Algerines  carrying  our  citizens  into  slavery. 

Mr.  RuTLEOGE  wished  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  would  withdraw  his  motion,  not 
from  any  apprehension  he  had  that  it  would  ob- 
tain; but  he  hoped  that  he  would  not  indulge 
himself  and  others  in  uttering  philippics  against 
a  practice  with  which  his  and  tneir  pnilosophy  is 
at  war.  He  submitted  to  the  gentleman's  candor 
whether  it  was  proper,  on  every  occasion,  to  do 
this— to  bring  forward  the  Southern  States  in  an 
odious  light,  or  to  give  his  neighbor  and  colleague 
an  opportunity  or  bringing  them  forward,  and 
com[MiriDg  them  with  Algerines !  He  thought 
propriety  and  decency  towards  other  members  re- 
quired that  such  language  should  be  checked. 
He  believed,  if  his  friend  from  Massachusetts  had 
recollected  that  the  most  angry  debate  which  had 
taken  place  during  this  session  was  occasioned  by 
a  motion  on  this  subject,  he  would  not  have 
brought  forward  the  present  question.  One*  gen- 
tleman says,  you  call  these  men  property ;  ano- 
ther, you  hold  these  men  in  chains ;  a  third,  you 
violate  the  rights  of  man !  And  are  not  these 
men  property  ?  Do  not  the  people  in  this  terri- 
tory hold  them  as  such  ?  Did  they  not  hold  them 
under  the  Spanish  Government  ?  And  must  we 
thus  address  these  people:  ^^We  have  made  a 
treaty  which  puts  you  under  the  mild  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  but  we  must  take  from 
you  your  property ;  or,  rather,  we  must  set  your 
blacks  at  liberty  to  cut  your  throats.  The  r^hts 
of  man  was  the  watch-word  of  the  day,  and  Con- 
gress have  determined  that  you  shall  not  possess 
this  property.  They  cannot  as  yet  do  slavery 
away  altogether — the  day  is  not  yet  arrived ;  but 
they  have  determined  it  shall  not  exist  in  the  Mis- 
sissippi Territory." 

These,  said  Mr.  R.,  are  not  mere  speculative 
opinions.  They  lead  to  more  mischief  than  gen- 
tlemen are  aware  of;  and  he  trusted  if  the  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts  could  be  convinced  that 
the  discussion  of  such  questions  as  the  present  did 


much  mischief  in  certain  parts  of  the  Union,  he 
would  not  bring  them  forward.  He  hoped  he 
would  withdraw  the  present  motion. 

Mr.  GoROON  thought  that  when  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  recollected  that,  by  the  estab- 
lishment of  this  Government,  the  United  States 
do  not  establbh  their  exclusive  right  to  this  ter- 
ritory, he  would  consent  to  withdraw  his  amend- 
ment, as  that  went  to  say  that  we  had  the  abso- 
lute right  of  jurisdiction,  and  were  determined  to 
exercise  it ;  and  in  making  a  difference  between 
the  ground  on  which  property  ^as  held  there 
from  that  on  which  it  was  held  in  Georgia,  they 
would  militate  against  the  5th  section  of  the  bilL 

Mr.  Otis  hoped  his  colleague  would  not  with- 
draw his  motion ;  and  the  reason  why  he  wished 
this  was,  that  an  opportunity  might  be  given  to 
gentlemen  who  came  from  the  same  part  of  the 
Union  with  him  to  manifest  that  it  is  not  their 
disposition  to  interfere  with  the  Southern  States 
as  to  the  species  of  property  in  question.  With 
respect  to  ^e  existence  of  slavery,  the  House  had 
often  heard  gentlemen,  who  are  owners  of  slaves, 
declare  that  it  is  not  their  fortune,  but  their  mis- 
fortune that  they  possess  them,  but  who  still 
keep  them,  and  claim  the  riffht  of  managing  theoi 
as  they  think  proper.  He  thought  it  was  not  the 
business  of  those  who  had  nothing  to  do  with 
that  kind  of  property  to  interfere  with  that  riffht ; 
and  he  really  wished  that  the  gentlemen  who  held 
slaves  might  not  be  deprived  of  the  means  of  keep- 
ing them  in  order. 

If  the  amendment  prevailed,  it  would  declare 
that  no  slavery  should  exist  in  the  Natchez  coun- 
try. This  would  not  only  be  a  sentence  of  ban- 
isnment.  but  of  war.  An  immediate  insurrection 
would  probably  take  place,  and  the  inhabitants 
would  not  be  suffered  to  retire  in  peace,  but  be 
massacred  on  the  spot.  By  permitting  slavery  in 
this  district  of  country,  the  number  of  slaves  would 
not  be  increased — as  if  emigrants  from  South  Ca- 
rolina or  Gleorgia  were  to  remove  into  this  coun- 
try they  would  take  their  slaves  with  them;  and 
he  could  see  nothing  in  this  which  could  affect 
the  philanthropy  of  his  friend.  The  Northwestern 
Territory  is  inhabited  by  a  description  of  persons 
who  have  not  been  accustomed  to  hold  slaves, 
and  therefore  the  restriction  is  agjreeable  to  them ; 
but  the  territory  in  question  will  be  settled  by 
people  from  the  Southern  States,  who  cannot 
cultivate  the  ground  without  slaves.  He  hoped^ 
however,  the  motion  would  be  persisted  in,  ana 
negatived  by  a  large  majority. 

Mr.  D.  Foster  hoped,  if  the  motion  was  not 
withdrawn,  that  a  long  debate  might  not  be  had 
upon  it. 

Mr.  Thatcher  said  he  should  not  withdraw  his 
motion,  and  the  more  it  was  opposed,  believing 
his  cause  to  be  good,  the  more  obstmate  he  should 
be  in  its  support. 

Mr.  Giles  wished  to  suggest  a  single  idea.  The 
present  motion  was  brought  forward  from  the 
avowed  motive  of  furthering  the  rights  of  man. 
He  did  not  know  whether  the  tendency  of  it  was 
calculated  to  ameliorate  the  condition  of  the  class 
of  men  alluded  to ;  he  believed  not.    On  the  con- 
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trary,  it  was  his  opinioD,  that  if  the  slaves  of  the 
Southern  States  were  permitted  to  go  into  this 
Western  country,  by  lessening  the  number  in  those 
States,  and  spreadmg  them  over  a  large  surface 
of  country,  there  would  be  a  greater  probability 
of  ameliorating  their  condition,  which  could  never 
be  done  whilst  they  were  crowded  together  as 
they  now  are  in  the  Southern  States. 

Mr.  Hartley  said,  he  had  himself  intended  to 
have  brought  forward  an  amendment  similar  to 
the  present^  but,  on  inquiry,  he  found  so  many 
difficulties  in  the  way,  that  he  was  obliged  to 
abandon  it.  He  found  it  wbuld  interfere  with, 
and  be  a  serious  attack  upon,  the  property  of  that 
country.  He  was  sorry  it  was  not  in  the  power  of 
Congress  to  gratify  the  wishes  of  philanthropists 
in  this  respect,  by  doing  away  slavery  altogetner ; 
but  this  could  not  be  done  at  present,  and  as  he 
believed  the  present  amendment,  if  carried,  would 
be  attended  with  bad  effects,  he  should  vote 
against  it. 

Mr.  Gallatin  said,  if  he  saw  any  of  the  great  in- 
conveniences which  were  foretold  as  likely  to 
arise  from  this  amendment,  he  should  certainly 
Yote  against  it.  He  should  be  extremely  averse 
to  the  adoption  of  any  principle  which  should 
either  directly  or  indirectly  lead  to  the  produc- 
tion of  any  commotion  or  insurgency  in  any  State 
where  there  is  a  great  number  of  slaves.  He  did 
not  see  how  any  such  effect  could  be  produced  by 
the  present  motion;  for,  notwithstanding  what 
had  fallen  from  the  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 
lina, it  did  not  appear  to  him  how  a  regulation 
with  respect  to  another  Territory  can  affect  the 
peace,  tranquiUity,  or  property  of  any  other  State. 
How  the  forbidding  ol  slavery  in  the  Mississippi 
Territory  could  produce  a  worse  effect  than  the 
same  ree^ulation  in  the  Northwestern  Territory, 
or  in  Pennsylvania,  or  in  several  other  States. 
The  amendment^  therefore,  could  not  be  opposed 
on  that  ground ;  it  must  be  on  some  other.  Ought 
it  to  be  rejected  on  the  ground  of  jurisdiction? 
Certainly  not.  The  United  States  intend  to  ex- 
ercise jurisdiction  over  that  Territory,  and  was 
there  any  more  reason  for  excepting  this  iurisdic- 
tion  than  any  other  ?  If  we  establish  this  Gov- 
ernment we  expect  it  to  be  permanent ;  and  if  we 
believe  it  is  not  conducive  to  the  happiness  of  any 
people,  but  the  contrary,  to  legalize  slavery,  when 
we  are  about  to  form  a  Constitution  for  a  Terri- 
tory, its  establishment  ought  to  be  prevented.  But, 
if  this  amendment  is  rejected,  we  establish  slavery 
for  the  country,  not  only  during  its  temporary 
Government,  but  for  all  the  time  it  is  a  State ; 
for,  by  the  constant  admission  of  slaves,  the  num- 
ber will  increase  to  a  certain  degree,  and  when  the 
Territory  shall  become  a  State,  the  interest  of  the 
holders  will  be  such  as  to  procure  a  Constitution 
which  shall  admit  of  slavery,  and  it  will  be  there- 
by made  permanent.  Having  determined  sla- 
very was  bad  policy  for  the  Northwestern  Terri- 
tory, he  saw  no  reason  for  a  contrary  determina- 
tion with  respect  to  this  Territory. 

There  was,  then,  only  one  solitary  objection  to 
the  amendment,  and  that  might  easily  be  obviat- 
ed.   It  was  with  respect  to  the  situation  of  the 


people  already  settled  there  who  are  possessed  of 
slaves.  It  would  be  extremely  impolitic  and  un- 
just to  declare  by  ordinance  that  the  people  set- 
tled there,  either  under  the  British,  Spanish,  or 
Georgia  Governments,  should  be  deprived  of  this 
kind  of  property ;  and  if  this  was  the  effect  of  the 
amendment,  he  would  vote  against  it.  Such  a 
regulation  would  be  attended  with  the  worst  of 
consequences ;  but  other  words  may  be  easily  in- 
troduced to  guarantee  the  property  of  the  persons 
already  settled  there. 

By  the  laws  of  the  different  States,  Mr.  G.  said, 
the  importation  of  slaves  is  forbidden ;  but  if  this 
amendment  does  not  obtain,  he  knew  not  how 
slaves  could  be  prevented  from  being  introduced 
by  way  of  New  Orleans,  by  persons  who  are  not 
citizens  of  the  United  States.  He  hoped,  there- 
fore, the  amendment  would  be  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Nicholas  believed  it  not  only  to  be  the 
interest  of  the  Southern  States,  but  or  the  United 
States,  that  this  motion  should  be  rejected.  They 
were  to  legislate  for  the  whole  of  the  Union,  and 
ought  to  consult  the  happiness  of  the  whole.  It 
was  not  for  them  to  attempt  to  make  a  particular 
spot  of  country  more  happy  than  all  the  rest.  If 
it  was  a  misfortune  to  the  Southern  States  to  be 
overwhelmed  with  this  kind  of  property,  he  asked 
if  it  would  not  be  doing  service  not  only  to  them 
but  to  the  whole  Union,  to  open  this  Western 
country,  and  by  that  means  spread  the  blacks  over 
a  large  space,  so  that  in  time  it  might  be  safe  to 
carry  into  effect  the  plan  which  certain  philan- 
thropists have  so  mucn  at  heart,  and  to  which  he 
had  no  objection,  if  it  could  be  effected,  viz :  the 
emancipation  of  this  class  of  men?  And  when  this 
country  shall  have  become  sufficiently  populous 
to  become  a  State,  and  the  Legislature  wishes  to 
discountenance  slavery,  the  increase  of  slaves  may 
be  prevented,  and  such  means  taken  to  ^t  rid  of 
slavery  altogether,  perhaps  in  conjunction  with 
other  parts  of  the  United  States,  who  by  that  time 
may  be  in  such  a  situation  as  to  admit  of  it,  as 
shall  appear  prudent  and  proper. 

Mr.  Tbatohbr  was  of  an  opinion  directly  op- 
posite to  the  gentleman  who  had  just  sat  down. 
Indeed,  they  ^Idom  did  agree  in  sentiment;  to-day 
they  difiered  very  widely.  He  believed  the  true 
interest  and  happiness  of  the  United  States  would 
be  promoted  by  agreeing  to  this  amendment ;  be- 
cause its  tendency  was  to  prevent  the  increase  of 
an  evil  which  was  acknowledged  by  the  very  gen- 
tlemen themselves  who  are  owners  of  slaves.  In- 
deed the  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Nicholas) 
had  frequently  declared  in  that  House,  that  slavery 
was  an  evil  of  great  magnitude.  In  this  respect 
they  agreed  in  opinion ;  tor  he  considered  the  ex- 
istence of  slavery  in  the  United  States  as  the 
greatest  of  evils,  an  evil  in  direct  hostility  to  the 
principles  of  our  Government;  and  he  believed 
the  Government  had  the  right  to  take  all  due  mea- 
sures to  diminish  and  destroy  the  evil,  although 
in  doing  it  they  might  injure  the  property  of  some 
individuals ;  for  he  never  could  be  brought  to  be- 
lieve that  an  individual  can  have  a  right  in  any- 
thing which  ffoes  to  the  destruction  of  our  Govern- 
ment, viz :  that  he  can  have  a  right  in  a  wrong. 
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A  property  in  slaves  is  founded  in  wrong,  and 
never  can  be  right.  He  believed  Government 
mast  of  necessity  put  a  stop  to  this  evil,  and  the 
sooner  they  entered  upon  the  business  the  better. 

Mr.  T.  said,  he  honestly  confessed  he  did  not 
like  to  hear  much  said  in  chat  House  about  the 
rights  of  man ;  because  of  late  there  had  been 
much  quackery  as  to  these  rights.  But.  because 
these  rights  had  been  abused,  it  did  not  follow  that 
man  has  no  rights.  Where  legislators  are  freely 
chosen  by  the  people,  and  frequently  renewed ; 
where  a  law  cannot  be  passed  without  affecting 
the  interests  of  the  persons  who  pass  it,  these 
rifi^hts  cannot  greatly  be  abused;  but,  when  we 
taie  upon  us  to  legislate  for  men  against  their 
will,  it  is  proper  enough  to  say  something  about 
the  rights  of  man,  and  to  remind  others,  who  are 
frequently  heard  speaking  of  these  rights,  that  by 
nature  these  enslaved  men  are  entitled  to  rights; 
and  on  that  account  it  was,  when  he  made  this 
motion,  that  he  said  he  would  make  a  motion 
touching  the  rights  of  man. 

The  reasons  offered  against  the  amendment  ))y 
the  gentlemen  from  Virginia,  were  a  little  singu- 
lar. He  contended  that  certain  States  were  over- 
flowing with  slaves,  and  if  not  colonized  by  open- 
ing this  wide  tract  of  country  to  them,  they  would 
not  be  able  to  keep  or  manage  them.  He  always 
thought  that  colonizing  these  people  tended  to  in- 
crease the  race  far  beyond  what  it  would  be  when 
penned  closely  together. 

Mr.  Giles  explained,  by  saying,  that  he  had 
said  nothing  about  decreasing  the  number  of 
Macks,  but  of  spreading  them  over  a  larger  surface 
of  country. 

Mr.  Thatcher  said,  he  understood  the  gentle- 
man's argument  perfectly,  though  he  did  not  seem 
to  understand  it  himsdf.  The  gentleman  wished 
to  take  the  blacks  away  from  places  where  they 
are  huddled  up  together,  and  spread  them  over  this 
territory ;  they  wished  to  get  rid  of  them,  and  to 
plague  others  with  them.  But  they  had  them, 
and  if  they  determined  to  keep  them,  he  wished 
only  they  should  be  plagued  with  them. 

We  are,  said  Mr.  T.  about  to  establish  a  gov- 
ernment for  a  new  country.  Ours  originated 
from,  and  was  founded  on  the  rights  of  man,  upon 
which  ground  we  mean  to  protect  it,  and  could 
there  be  any  propriety  in  emanating  a  government 
from  ours,  m  which  slavery  is  not  only  tolerated, 
but  sanctioned  by  law  ?    Certainly  not. 

It  was  used  as  an  argument  against  this  amend- 
ment that  this  territory  would  be  peopled  by  emi- 
sprants  from  the  Southern  States,  who  cannot  work 
for  themselves ;  and  on  that  account  they  must 
have  slaves  to  work  for  them.  If  this  be  true,  it 
makes  the  people  of  the  Southern  States  only  fit 
to  superintend  slaves.  The  language  of  this  is, 
that  these  people  cannot  subsist,  except  they  have 
slaves  to  work  for  them. 

For  the  reason  he  had  stated,  he  hoped  the 
amendment  would  be  agreed  to:  but  if  gentlemen 
thouffbt  those  who  at  present  hold  slaves  in  the 
Territory  should  be  protected  in  them,  he  should 
not  be  opposed  to  their  holding  them  for  a  limited 
period. 


The  question  was  put  and  negatived,  there  being 
only  12  votes  in  its  favor. 
Adjourned  till  Monday. 


Monday,  March  26. 
The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  comma- 
nication  from  the  Treasury  Department  enclosing 
an  account  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of  the 
United  States  for  the  year  1796,  five  hundred 
copies  of  which  the  communication  stated  would 
be  deposited  with  the  CJerk  of  the  House;  order- 
ed to  lie  on  the  table. 

DEFENCE  OF  NEW  YORK  HARBOR. 
Mr.  Smith  presented  the  memorial  of  the  New 
York  Chamber  of  Commerce,  stating  that  the 
present  critical  and  inauspicious  state  of  this  coun* 
try  had  excited  general  concern,  which  concern 
had  been  much  increased  by  the  late  official  com- 
munication from  the  President  of  the  United 
States ;  that  this  state  of  things  called  for  the  best 
measures  of  defence  which  could  be  taken ;  that 
the  present  defencele^^s  state  of  the  harbor  of  New 
York  is  such  as  to  invite  hostility,  and  that  a  place 
of  such  consequence  to  the  Union  ought  to  he  put 
into  a  strong  posture  of  defence ;  they,  therefore, 
pray  that  their  fortifications  may  be  completed, 
and  furnished  with  artillery  and  military  stores ; 
referred  to  the  Committee  for  the  Protection  of 
Commerce  and  Defence  of  the  Country. 

PUBLISHING  STATE  SECRETS. 
Mr.  KiTTERA  presented  a  petition  from  inhabi- 
tants of  the  county  of  Huntingdon,  in  New  Jer- 
sey, stating  that  they  viewed  with  concern  a  de- 
fect in  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  which  suf- 
fered persons  employed  by  the  United  States,  after 
they  were  discharged  from  office,  to  publish  with 
impunity  the  secrets  of  Government,  and  praying 
that  measures  may  be  adopted  to  prevent  this  evu 
in  future ;  referred  to  a  select  committee  of  three 
members.     This  reference  was  carried — 39  to  37. 

INVALID  PENSIONERS. 
Mr.  D.  Foster,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  a  motion  to  inquire  whether 
any,  and,  if  any,  what  alterations  are  necessary  in 
the  acts  for  the  relief  of  invalid  pensioners,  made 
a  report  on  the  subject,  containing  a  variety  of 
reasons  to  show  that,  on  the  ground  of  justice  and 
policy,  it  is  not  expedient  to  make  any  alterations 
m  the  existing  laws  on  that  subject.  The  report 
was  committed. 

PROTECTION  OP  THE  COAST. 
Mr.  Sewall.,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce and  Protection,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
Message  of  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
relative  to  the  depredations  committed  upon  a 
vessel  in  the  harbor  of  Charleston,  reportea  that 
there  could  be  no  doubt  of  the  facts  being  as  stated, 
and  that  it  was  another  instance  to  prove  the  ne- 
cessity of  taking  measures  for  the  protection  of 
our  coast.    They,  therefore,  report  a  resolution 

authorizing  the  President  to  build  and  equip 

galleys,  or  floating  batteries,  for   that  purpose; 
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which  was    referred  to  the  Committee  of    the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

GEORGIA  LIMITS. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Wnole  on  the  bill  for  an  amicable 
settlement  of  limits  with  the  State  of  Georgia ; 
when,  after  striking  out  the  words  "  claiming  un- 
der it,"  in  the  fifth  section,  and  adding  two  new 
sections,  the  committee  rose,  the  House  concurred 
in  the  amendments,  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to 
be  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

One  of  the  sections  was  moved  by  Mr.  Mill- 
CDQ£,  and  was  in  the  following  words : 

**  That,  from  and  after  the  establishment  of  the  said 
government,  the  people  of  the  aforesaid  territory  shall 
be  entitled  to  and  enjoy  all  and  singular  the  rights, 
privileges,  and  advantages,  granted  to  the  people  of  the 
territojy  of  the  United  States  northwest  of  the  river 
Ohio,  in  and  by  the  aforesaid  ordinance  of  the  13th  day 
of  July,  in  the  year  1787,  in  as  full  and  ample  manner 
as  the  same  are  possessed  and  enioyed  by  the  people  of 
the  said  last-mentioned  territory. 

The  other  moved  by  Mr.  Harper,  was  to  the 
following  enect : 

**  That,  from  and  after  the  establishment  of  the  afore- 
said government,  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  any  person 
to  import  or  bring  into  the  said  territory,  from  any  part 
or  place  without  the  limits  of  the  United  States,  any  slave 
or  slaves,  on  pain  of  forfeiting  three  hundred  dollars  for 
every  slave  so  brought,  one-half  to  the  United  States, 
and  the  other  half  to  the  person  who  shall  sue  for  the 
•ame ;  and  every  person  so  imported  shall  be  entitled 
to  and  receive  bis  or  her  freedom." 

When  this  section  was  proposed^  Mr.  Thatcher 
moved  to  strike  out  the  words  '^  without  the  limits 
of  the  United  States,"  so  as  to  have  made  it  un- 
lawful to  have  brought  any  slave  there ',  but  the 
motion  was  not  seconded. 

MILITARY  APPROPRIATIONa 

Mr.  Sewall  wished  the  House  to  go  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  from  the 
Senate  to  authorize  the  President  to  purchase  one 
or  more  foundries.  It  was  well  known  that  the 
United  States  were  very  deficient  in  cannon, 
which  could  not  be  got.  he  believed,  in  a  better 
way  than  by  giving  tne  President  the  power 
proposed. 

Mr.  Harper  wished  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts to  suffer  his  motion  to  ^ive  way  to  one 
which  he  proposed  to  make,  forgoing  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  report  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means,  relative  to  the  appropri- 
ations for  the  Military  Establishment,  as  there 
was  at  present  a  number  of  officers  in  the  city, 
waiting  for  their  pay,  which  they  could  not  re- 
ceive until  the  appropriations  were  made,  as  the 
$100,000,  which  were  appropriated  on  account, 
had  been  already  expended. 

Mr.  Giles  hoped  the  House  would  go  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union  generally.  The  House  had  received  a 
MessajB^  from  the  President  a  week  ago,  of  a  very 
alarmmg  nature,  which  he  thought  it  was  time  to 
notice.  He  was  himself  extremely  anxious  to 
5th  Con. — 48 


know  what  it  was  the  object  of  gentlemen  to  do 
in  this  business. 

Mr.  Gallatin  said,  if  there  was  an  immediate 
occasion  for  making  appropriations  lor  the  Mili- 
tary Establishment,  he  should  not  oppose  the  mo- 
tion of  tbe  gentleman  from  South  Carolina ;  but 
on  the  first  of  January  there  was  a  very  consider- 
able balance  unexpended,  and  therefore  he  be- 
lieved it  was  not  necessary  to  take  up  the  subject 
at  present. 

Mr.  Sewall  thought  that  if  there  was  no.  bal- 
ance in  hand,  there  could  be  no  difficulty  in  pay- 
ing the  officers,  in  confidence  that  an  appropria- 
tion would  be  made.  It  was  immediately  neces- 
sary to  attend  to  the  subject  of  procuring  cannon, 
as  the  frigates  could  not  go  to  sea  until  tney  were 
got.  He  did  not  know  that  they  could  immedi- 
ately be  furnished  by  the  means  proposed,  but  he 
supposed  it  would  be  necessary  to  adopt  such  a 
measure  in  order  to  secure,  not  only  the  present, 
but  future  supplies.  As  to  going  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  he 
did  not  know  that  there  was  any  immediate  ne- 
cessity for  that.  He  did  not  know  that  it  was 
intended  to  take  up  any  particular  subject  which 
had  been  referred  to  that  committee.  He  hoped 
they  should  first  take  up  one  proposition,  and  then 
another,  until  the  whole  were  agreed  to.  But  he 
thought  it  first  proper  to  take  up  the  bill  from  the 
Senate,  which  was  referred  to  a  separate  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  T.  Claiborne  said,  if  a  number  of  officers 
were  waiting  in  the  city  for  their  pay,  he  hoped 
the  business  of  appropriation  would  be  gone  into, 
as  to  keep  them  in  the  city  on  expense  was  to  di- 
minish their  pay.  As  to  the  foundries,  he  thought 
it  was  time  enough  to  take  up  the  subject.  He 
himself  should  be  decidedly  opposed  to  the  measure. 

Mr.  Baldwin  understood  that  a  motion  to  so 
into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union  had  preference  of  every  other. 

The  Speaker  said  it  had,  but  he  did  not  heac 
the  motion  seconded. 

Mr.  Baldwin  said  he  seconded  the  motion.  He 
thought  the  House  had  acted  very  properly  on  this 
occasion.  He  was  pleased  that  they  did  not,  im- 
mediately upon  receiving  the  President's  Message, 
hurry  into  the  subject,  out  that  they  had  taken 
time  to  reflect  upon  it.  He  was  sure,  however, 
nothing  he  could  say  could  show  more  forcibly 
than  the  Message  itself,  its  importance  to  the  in- 
terests and  happiness  of  the  United  States.  He 
thought  it  was  now  desirable  to  go  into  the  busi- 
ness as  calmly  as  possible,  and  begin  to  exchange 
their  sentiments  upon  it.  It  b  a  subject  on  which 
the  citizens  of  the  United  States  are  at  this  time 
deeply  engaged,  but  they  justly  look  up  to  their 
Representatives  as  having  the  best  information  on 
the  subject,  to  learn  what  is  to  be  the  issue  of  their 
deliberations.  He  wished  their  anxietjr  to  be  in 
some  measure  relieved  by  an  entrance  bein^  made, 
upon  the  discussion.  He  confessed  he  had  never 
witnessed  a  period  which  called  so  loudly  for  at- 
tention, as  the  present  He  could  not  remove  the 
subject  from  his  mind  ',  he  not  only  thought  of  it 
when  in  that  House,  but  when  he  k^  on  his  bed, 
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his  thoughts  were  still  engag^ed  upon  it.  Indeed, 
no  man  who  had  the  good  of  his  country  at  heart, 
could  help  being  deeply  affected  bv  the  present 
situation  of  ihioffs.  He  hoped,  therefore,  the 
House  would  resolve  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  Otis  said  it  was  well  known  that  he  had 
been  uniformly  of  opinion  that  the  House  ought, 
firom  day  to  day,  to  go  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  and  he  was  gra- 
tified in  hearing  the  same  sentiments  from  others. 
He  thought  the  subject  ought  not  to  be  delayed. 
The  ^notion  was,  however,  unexpected  from  the 
gentleman  who  brought  it  forward.  He  could  not 
say  he  was  prepared  to  go  into  the  subject  to-day. 
As  there  seemed,  however,  a  great  desire,  from 
what  had  fallen  from  the  gentleman  from  Greorgia, 
Jevery  sentiment  of  which  he  concurred  in,)  to  go 
into  tnis  business,  he  should  be  willing  to-morrow 
to  enter  upon  it,  when  he  hoped  they  should  go 
into  it  with  one  heart  and  one  consent.  As  the 
appropriations  for  the  Military  Department  were 
pretty  much  a  matter  of  course,  he  hmped  that 
Dusiness  would  be  got  through  to-day.  With  re- 
sfpect  to  the  motion  of  his  colleague,  (Mr.  Sew- 
all,^  to  go  into  the  subject  which  he  proposes, 
would  be  in  fact  to  go  into  a  Committee  qf  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  as  it  is  inti- 
mately connected  with  the  subjects  referred  to 
that  committee. 

Mr.  Harper  trusted  the  gentleman  from  Greor- 

fia  would  give  him  credit  when  he  assured  the 
[ouse  he  had  as  great  a  desire  to  go  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  as 
that  gentleman  or  any  other;  but  whilst  he  felt 
this  desire,  he  also  knew  that  it  was  necessary  to 
pass  the  annual  and  usual  appropriations  for  the 
Military  Establishment.  As  to  the  surplus  which 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  had  men- 
tioned as  unexpended  on  the  first  of  January, 
that  had  been  paid  for  the  services  of  1797. 
He  hoped,  therefore,  the  motion  for  going  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  slate  of  the 
Union  would  be  withdrawn  until  this  business 
was  gone  through;  afterwards  he  should  be  one 
of  the  last  persons  to  object  to  it.  Indeed,  he  re- 
joiced to  find  that  gentlemen  now  felt  that  anxiety 
on  account  of  the  situation  of  this  country  whicu 
every  good  citizen  could  not  help  feeling. 

Mr.  J.  Parker  hoped  the  military  appropria- 
tions would  be  proceeded  with,  otherwise  it  would 
be  impossible  to  comply  with  tnat  law,  which  says 
the  pay  of  the  Army  shall  never  be  two  montns 
in  arrears.  Nobody  would  be  more  ready  than  he 
to  go  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union.  He  hoped  the  House  might 
do  this  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Macon  concurred  in  opinion  with  the  gen- 
tleman who  had  just  sat  down. 

Mr.  Giles  had  no  particular  objection  to  the 
business  lying  over  till  to-morrow.  But  when 
the  President  sent  his  Message,  it  was  to  be  ex- 
pected some  notice  would  be  taken  of  it.  From 
the  best  judgment  he  could  give  it,  it  involved 
the  question  of  peace  or  war  to  this  country,  and 
he  thought  gentlemen  must  be  prepared  to  say 


which  of  the  two  States  they  wished.  With 
respect  to  the  congratulations  of  gentlemen,  that 
others  seemed  now  sensible  of  the  perilous  situa- 
tion of  our  country,  he  confessed  his  fears  liad 
long  been  awakened  in  this  respect.  All,  he  be- 
lieved, were  impressed  with  the  critical  situation 
in  which  we  stand,  but  there  is  a  difference  of 
opinion  as  to  the  means  of  extricating  ourselves. 
He  had  always  been  in  favor  of  every  necessary 
measure  for  the  defence  of  our  country ;  but  op- 
posed to  all  extravagant  measures.  He  should 
still  act  in  the  same  way. 

The  other  motions  being  withdrawn,  the  House 
resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
on  the  appropriations  necessary  for  the  Military 
Establishment  for  the  present  year,  when  the 
blanks  were  filled  with  tne  sums  estimated  to  be 
necessary  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  until  the  arti- 
cle of  subsistence  came  under  consideration; 
when 

Mr.  Gallatin  moved  to  strike  out  25  cents  per 
ration,  for  the  pyrpose  of  inserting  20  cents,  which 
was  the  price  charg;ed  last  year,  and  provisions 
were  rather  fallen  than  risen  in  price.  Indeed,  it 
was  observable,  that  the  rations  had  every  year 
been  advanced  a  few  cents.  In  1795  they  were 
charged  only  15  cents;  last  year,  20  cents,  and 
now  25. 

Mr.  Harper  believed  rations  miffht  be  got  at 
20  cents;  but  it  was  necessary  for  the  contractors 
to  deposite  six  months'  provision  in  advance  in 
the  different  posts,  which  occasioned  a  considera- 
ble expense ;  and  besides  this,  it  was  customary 
for  friendly  Indians  to  visit  all  the  posts,  and 
whenever  they  did  so,  it  was  necessary  to  enter- 
tain them.  He  supposed  the  additional  five  cents 
were  to  make  up  for  these  two  circumstances.  It 
would  remain  with  the  committee  whether  they 
would  allow  the  additional  five  cents,  or  hereafter 
make  good  deficiencies,  as  they  found  it  necessary 
to  do  tor  last  year. 

Mr.  Gallatin  said,  that  there  would  be  no 
need  to  take  into  account  the  six  months'  advance 
of  provisions,  as  that  was  included  in  the  deficien- 
cies which  were  now  to  be  provided  for ;  and  if  a 
greater  number  of  rations  was  wanted,  it  should 
be  expressed,  and  not  add  to  the  price  of  the  ra- 
tions. And  if  rations  were  to  be  provided  for  the 
Indians,  they  ought  to  be  put  under  a  distinct 
head,  and  not  under  the  head  of  subsistence  for 
the  officers  of  the  army.  In  1797,  indeed,  there 
was  under  the  head  of  the  Indian  Department, 
100,000  rations  at  20  cents,  which  was  the  proper 
way  of  placing  the  business.  If  rations  could  be 
got  at  20  cents,  and  they  were  charged  25,  the 
overplus  would  not  go  to  the  purposes  which  had 
been  mentioned;  but  the  officers,  who  received 
money  instead  of  rations,  would  receive  25  cents 
instead  of  20. 

Mr.  Harper  consented  to  the  price  being  fixed 
at  20  cents,  and  after  a  few  observations  from  Mr. 
J.  Williams  in  favor  of  20  cents,  and  of  having 
the  allowance  for  the  Indians  mentioned  sepa- 
rately, the  motion  was  put  and  carried. 

It  was  proposed  to  appropriate  $3,000  for  three 
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addditional  temporary^  agents  to  trade  with  the 
Indiaos. 

Mr.  Gallatin  moved  to  strike  out  this  article. 
tie  thoufi[ht  there  wan  as  many  agents  already  as 
were  useful ;  hesides,  the  law  con&ed  the  expense 
in  this  respect  to  $15,000,  so  that  if  these  addi- 
tional agents  were  to  be  provided,  it  must  be  by 
a  supplementary  law. 

Mr.  Harper  said,  whether  two  additional  agents 
are  necessary  or  not,  is  mere  matter  of  opinion, 
and  he  was  inclined  to  take  the  opinion  of  the 
President  and  Secretary  of  War,  before  that  of 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania.  Mr.  H.  in- 
sisted upon  the  President's  right  to  appoint  more 
agents,  u  he  thought  them  necessary. 

The  motion  to  strike  out  was  carried — 34  to  29. 

Mr.  Harper  moved  an  additional  item  of 
100,000  rations  at  ten  cents,  under  the  head  of 
the  Indian  Department,  for  the  use  of  the  In- 
dians who  visit  the  posts,  which  was  negatived — 
36  to  27. 

The  item  of  $169,000  for  cannon  and  arms, 
was  ag^reed  to  be  omitted,  and  considered  in  the 
bill, which  relates  to  the  purchasing  of  foundries. 

Mr.  Hajiper  then  proposed  two  additional  items 
to  make  good  the  deficiencies  of  last  year,  which 
were  agreed  to  in  blank. 

The  committee  then  rose,  and  the  Housd  took 
up  the  amendments  reported  by  the  committee. 
All  were  agreed  to  until  the  Q^uartermaster's 
Department  came  under  consideration,  when 

Mr.  Gallatin  moved  to  strike  out  $200,000, 
for  the  purpose  of  inserting  $150^000.  A  great 
part  of  this  expense  was  incurred  m  transporting 
our  troops  from-  one  place  to  another,  and  now 
they  were  stationed,  he  thought  the  sum  he  had 
mentioned  would  be  very  ample.  Indeed,  he 
should  not  have  been  in  favor  of  so  large  a  sum, 
only  that  some  vessels  would  be  necessary  to  be 
built  on  the  Lakes. 

Afr.  Harper  said,  this  appropriation  was  in- 
cluded last  year  along  with  the  Indian  Depart- 
ment, defensive  protection,  bounties,  &c.,  for 
whicn  $300,000  were  appropriated,  and  they 
found  there  was  a  deficiency  of  $50,000.  He 
eould  not  say  under  what  head  this  deficiency 
aros^  but  it  was  chiefly  under  that  of  Q^uarter- 
master's  Department.  As  the  estimate  was 
$200,000,  he  noped  that  sum  would  be  agreed  to, 
as  the  Secretary  of  War  was  more  likely  to  know 
what  was  necessary  than  any  gentleman  in  that 
House  could  be. 

Mr.  Gallatin  contended,  that  on  a  comparison 
with  the  expenses  of  former  years,  the  sum  he 
^proposed  was  quite  large  enougn.  The  deficiency 
of  last  year  of  $50,000,  which  the  gentleman  had 
mentioned,  oucrht  not  to  have  taken  place.  The 
Secretary  of -War  was  not  justified  in  expending 
more  in  these  contingencies  than  was  appropria- 
ted, (except  in  case  of  necessity,)  otherwise  the 
Secretary  of  War,  and  not  Congress,  regulated 
the  expenditure  of  money.  It  would  be  necessary 
to  inquire  into  this  bu;9iness,  and  except  some 
pressing  necessity  could  be  shown  for  going  be- 
yond the  appropriation,  he  should  consider  the 
Secretary  ot  War  as  highly  Uameable  for  having 


done  so,  as  the  appropriation  is  the  only  check 
which  the  Legislature  has  over  the  contingent 
expenses. 

Mr.  J.  Williams  agreed  with  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania  that  the  expenses  of  the  Q^uar- 
termaster's  Department  ought  not  to  be  so  large 
now,  that  our  trot)ps  are  stationary,  as  heretofore; 
but  he  thought  these  objections  ought  to  have 
been  made  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  \  and  if 
there  existed  doubts  as  to  the  justness  of  the  ac- 
counts in  this  business,  the  report  had  better  be 
recommitted  until  they  were  examined,  a5  the 
two  gentlemen  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  seemed  to  difier  so  widely. 

It  being  past  the  usual  hour  for  adjournment.  ^ 
motion  was  made  to  adjourn,  and  carred — so  tne 
question  on  this  point  was  not  taken. 


TuBsuAY,  March  27. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  for  an  amicable  set- 
tlement of  limits  with  the  State  of  Georgia,  was 
passed  with  amendments. 

Mr.  Sewall  moved  for  the  order  of  the  day  on 
the  bill  from  the  Senate  to  authorize  the  Presi* 
dent  to  purchase  one  or  more  foundries. 

EMBEZZLEMENT  OF  WAGES. 

Mr.  D.  Poster,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
proposed  a  resolution  to  the  House  to  the  folio w- 
mg  efiect.  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table : 

Resolved^  That  the  accounting  officers  of  the  Trea- 
sury be,  and  they  are  hereby,  directed  to  adjust  and 
settle  the  accounts  for  wages  of  those  non-commis- 
sioned officers  and  soldiers  in  the  late  4th  Massachu- 
setts regiment  on  the  continental  establishment,  whose 
certificates  were  delivered  to  agents  in  pursuance  of  an 
act  of  Congress,  and  which  shall  be  found  to  have  heen 
embezzled  by  them,  and  who  consequently  remain  un« 
paid  for  their  services ;  and  all  such  sums  which  shall 
be  allowed  to  such  officers  and  soldiers  shall  be  charged 
to  the  account  of  the  agents  by  whom  they  were  em- 
bezzled. 

EXCHANGE  NEWSPAPERS. 
The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  report  of 
the  Assi^tant  Postmaster  General  on  the  petition 
of  the  printers  of  the  Baltimore  newspapers.  The 
report  states  that  the  irregularities  complained  of 
are  much  exaggerated ;  that  there  were  a  few 
instances  of  delay  during  the  winter,  on  account 
of  the  obstructed  state  of  the  ferry  over  the  Sua- 
quehannah,  for  which  the  contractors  have  not- 
withstanding been  called  to  account.  The  report 
also  states  that  the  great  number  of  exchange 
papers  which  pass  between  the  printers  of  news- 
papers is  very  troublesome;  it  mentions  that  there 
are  fifteen  newspapers  printed  in  this  city,  the 
printers  of  which  receive  1,000  papers  in  a  week, 
and  supposing  Philadelphia  to  receive  one-ninth 
part  of  all  the  exchange  papers  which  pass  through 
the  post  office,  it  makes  the  number  about  9^000  a 
week,  many  of  which  it  is  believed  are  ot  little 
use,  and  are  never  read  by  the  printers  who  re- 
ceive them.  The  report  suggests,  therefore,  the 
propriety  of  either  withdrawing  this  privilege 
altogether,  or  limiting  the  numberof  papers  to  be 
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received  by  any  one  printer.     Referred  to  the 
Committee  on  rost  Offices  and  Post  Roads. 

MILITARY  APPROPRIATIONS. 

The  House  took  up  the  unfinished  business  of 
yesterday  relative  to  the  appropriations  for  the 
Military  Establishment;  and  Mr.  Gallatin's 
motion  for  striking  out  $200,000,  for  the  purpose 
of  inserting  $150,000,  for  the  expenses  in  the 
duartermaster's  Department,  coming  under  con- 
sideration, after  some  observations  on  the  subject, 
the  sum  was  agreed  to  be  left  in  blank. 

The  resolutions  were  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means  to  bring  in  a  bill  accordingly. 

RELATIONS  WITH  FRANCE. 

Mr.  Baldwin  hoped  the  House  would  now  re- 
solve itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union. 

After  a  few  observations  from  Mr.  Sbwall 
against,  and  from  Mr.  Nicholas  in  favor  of  going 
into  the  business  of  the  Union,  the  House  re- 
solved itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
that  subject,  Mr.  Dent  in  the  Chair;  when  the 
President's  Message  of  the  19th  instant  having 
been  read, 

Mr.  Spriqo  rose  and  observed,  that  every  sub- 
lect  which  came  before  the  Committee  of  the 
WThole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  must  necessa- 
rily be  important;  but  he  believed  there  never 
was  any  more  so  than  that  which  was  presented 
to  them  by  the  Message  of  the  President  which 
had  been  read.  Separated  as  we  are  from  Eu- 
rope by  an  immense  ocean,  it  were  to  be  wished 
that  we  were  equally  separated  from  its  political 
concerns,  and  that  we  should  have  to  do  with  them 
BO  further  than  what  relates  to  commerce.  This, 
unliappily.  had  not  been  the  case,  and  there  now 
existed  painful  differences  between  this  country 
and  the  French  Republic.  The  Message  which 
had  just  been  read  was  an  evidence  of  this.  In 
this  situation  of  things,  it  appeared  necessary  that 
the  House  should  declare  whether  this  country 
was  to  have  peace  or  war.  This  was  a  subject  in 
which  the  best  interests  of  the  Union  were  deeply 
concerned,  and  he  hoped  the  business  would  be 
met  fully  and  fairly.  The  President  had  in- 
formed the  House  that  the  present  state  of  things 
is  changed  from  what  it  was  when  he  prohibited 
the  arming  of  merchant  vessels,  and  that  there- 
fore he  had  withdrawn  that  prohibition.  Whether 
the  order  formerly  issued  by  the  President  for  this 
purpose  was  in  conformity  to  the  spirit  or  letter 
of  tne  law,  was  not  of  importance  now  to  inquire ; 
the  effect  had  been  beneficial,  and  in  the  same 
proportion  as  the  prohibition  had  been  beneficial 
would  be  the  evils  of  withdrawing  it.  In  order 
to  ascertain  the  sense  of  the  committee  upon  what 
measures  may  be  proper  to  betaken  in  the  present 
crisis,  he  should  offer  the  following  resolutions  to 
their  consideration : 

Resolved,  That  it  ia  the  opinion  of  this  committee, 
that  under  existing  circumstances,  it  is  not  expedient 
for  the  United  States  to  resort  to  war  against  the 
French  Republic. 

ReBolved,  Sfc*^  That  provision  ought  to  be  made  by 
law  for  restricting  the  aiming  of  merchant  vessels,  ex- 


cept in  cases  in  which  the  practice  was  heretofore  per- 
mitted. 

Resolved,  4'C*i  That  adequate  provision  shall  be  made 
by  law  for  the  protection  of  our  seacoast,  and  for  the 
internal  defence  of  the  country. 

The  first  resolution  being  taken  up, 

Mr.  Harper  supposed  tl^re  would  be  an  unani- 
mous vote  on  this  resolution.  He  never  heard  a 
sentiment  contrary  to  it.  He  was  willing  to  de- 
clare that  it  was  not  at  present  expedient  to  go  to 
war  with  any  nation. 

Mr.  SiTQREAVES  Said  that,  for  himself,  he  could 
not  agree  to  the  proposed  resolution.  He  did  not 
mean,  by  this  disagreement,  to  express  an  opinion 
that,  at  this  moment,  it  was  expedient  to  go  to 
war  with  the  French  Republic ;  but  he  thought 
the  formal  declaration  of  the  contrary  sentiment 
was  highly  improper.  The  present  is  a  period  of 
menace  and  of  danger,  of  injury  and  outrage,  and 
whatever  miffht  be  the  expediency  of  the  actual 
crisis,  yet  he  had  no  hesitation  to  avow  his  belief 
that  the  time  is  not  £air  disunt  when  war  must  be 
resorted  to,  or  the  national  honor  and  interest  be 
abandoned.  The  conduct  of  Prance  was  calcu- 
lated to  excite  or  justify  no  other  expectation; 
and  under  such  circumstances,  with  such  pros- 
pects, he  could  by  no  means  consent  to  a  formal 
declaration  of  non-resistance.  Besides,  it  is  con- 
trary to  the  usual  and  ordinary  course  of  Legisla- 
tive proceeding,  to  pass  mere  ne^tive  resolutions. 
The  po\ver  of  declaring  war  being  vested  in  the 
Congress,  so  lon^  as  the  Congress  shall  forbear 
to  declare  war,  it  is  a  sufficient  expression  of  their 
sentiment  that  such  a  declaration  would  be  inex- 
pedient :  it  is  the  only  proper  expression  of  such 
a  sentiment ;  and  it  can  be  no  more  right  to  re- 
solve that  we  will  not  resort  to  war,  than  it  would 
be  to  pass  an  act  to  declare  that  it  would  be  inex- 
pedient to  make  a  law  for  the  regulation  of  bank- 
ruptcy or  any  other  municipal  concern.  How^ 
ever  desirable,  therefore,  he  admitted  unanimity 
to  be,  at  a  time  like  the  present,  he  found  it  im- 
possible to  agree  to  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Baldwin  did  not  agree  with  the  gentleman 
last  up ;  he  thought  the  resolution  proper  and  free 
from  exception.  We  were,  he  said,  twenty-three 
years  ago,  when  we  were  about  beginniiiff  the 
war  with  Great  Britain,  in  a  situation  similar  to 
the  present ;  but  we  were  then  without  many  ad- 
vantages which  we  now  have.  We  were  then 
without  any  common  tie,  except  what  arose  from 
common  interest.  No  means  existed  of  holding 
conference  together,  but  nature  pointed  out  the 
course  to  be  taken,  and  representatives  from  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  country  were  travelling  at  the 
same  moment  to  hold  council  together,  and  to 
speak  their  sentiments.  The  gentleman  who  has 
just  taken  his  seat  apprehends  war  must  be  the 
consequence  of  our  present  situation. 

Mr.  B.  said  this  was  the  first  time  that  the  ques- 
tion of  declaring  war  had  ever  presented  itself^  and 
upon  which,  he  believed,  there  might  be  a  differ- 
ence of  opinion  as  to  the  exercise  of  that  power. 
He  did  not  mean  to  say  wantonly  that  our  Con- 
stitution is  imperfect ;  but  every  society  which 
has  a  written  Constitution  must^have  reepurse  to 
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it  for  direction.  It  would  be  improper  therefore 
to  inquire  what  agency  the  Legislature  ought  to 
have  in  the  declaring  of  war ;  whether  it  is  not 
proper  that  all  the  circumstances  relative  to  such 
a  state  sholild  be  before  them.  He  did  not  believe 
it  was  intended  that  this  House  should  merely  be 
the  instrument  to  give  the  sound  of  war;  the 
subject  seemed  to  be  placed  wholly  in  the  hands 
of  the  Legislature.  This  was  the  understanding 
of  the  country  when  there  was  no  Government 
in  existence,  and  he  believed  this  was  the  mean- 
ing of  the  Constitution.  The  country  is  now  ev- 
ery where  agitating  this  question  of  peace  or  war, 
and  he  trusted  they  would  not  be  left  to  grope 
their  way  in  the  dark  on  this  important  question. 
The  President  had  informed  the  House  that  all 
hopes  of  a  negotiation  were  at  an  end.  He  was 
willing  to  take  the  information  as  it  was  given, 
without  going  into  the  Cabinet  of  the  Executive, 
and  to  take  measures  accordingly.  But  when 
45ome  persons  declare  that  the  present  state  of 
thingrs  is  already  a  state  of  war ;  that  the  country 
is  going  on  in  it ;  that  the  die  is  cast,  and  that  we 
have  nothing  to  do  but  to  go  on  with  it  as  well  as 
we  can,  if  the  House  does  not  believe  this  to  be  a 
true  position,  this  resolution  ought  to  be  agreed 
to,  which  went  to  say  that  the  House  does  not 
consider  the  present  a  state  of  war,  but  a  state  of 
peace. 

Mr.  Otis  said,  if  the  gentleman  who  made  the 
motion  would  consent  to  use  the  Constitutional 
words  on  this  occasion,  he  apprehended  there 
would  be  no  difference  of  opinion.  He  meant 
that  instead  of  saying  ^'  to  resort  to  war,"  to  say 
"  to  declare  war." 

Mr.  SpRioiS  said,  the  resolution  which  he  had 
proposed  had  not  been  the  work  of  a  moment, 
and  he  did  not  feel  disposed  to  make  the  altera- 
tions proposed. 

Mr.  Otis  added,  then  he  should  propose  to  strike 
out  the  words  "  resort  to,"  and  insert  "  declare," 
as  he  was  of  opinion  with  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Sitorbaves,)  that  the  only 
subjects  fit  for  discussion  were  active  measures, 
and  that  it  was  not  regular  to  declare  when  they 
would  not  do  a  thing. 

Mr.  PiNOKNBY  was  desirous  of  settling  this  mo* 
lion  by  the  previous  question ;  but  he  was  inform- 
ed by  the  Chair  that  such  a  motion  would  not  be 
in  order  in  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Datton  (the  Speaker)  said,  that  he  hoped 
his  friend  from  Massachusetts  would  withdraw 
the  motion  he  had  iust  ofiered.  in  order  to  make 
room  for  one  he  had  to  ofier,  which  would  render 
the  first  resolution  more  general,  more  innocent. 
anJ  yet  equally  or  more  efficacious,  and  would 
test  tiie  sincerity  of  the  advocates  of  that  resolu- 
tion as  to  their  professed  anxiety  for  the  mainte- 
nance of  peace.  Upon  Mr.  Otis  withdrawing 
his  motion,  Mr.  D.  moved  to  strike  out  the  words 
"against  the  French  Republic."  and  declared  that 
although  he  deemed  the  whole  resolution  unne- 
cessary, and  considered  it  as  not  naturally  growing 
out  of  the  President's  Message,  which  did  not  call 
upon  us  to  declare  or  make  war,  yet,  as  it  must 
he  the  intention  of  the  mover,  or  of  some  other 


member,  to  follow  it  up  with  like  declarations  in 
relation  to  all  other  nations  with  whom  the  Uni^ 
ted  States  had  any  ititercourse,  provided  they 
acted  consistently,  ne  thought  it  better  to  make 
the  resolution  a  general  one,  even  if  it  should  be 
afterwards  negatived.  He,  for  himself,  was  as 
ready  to  say  that,  under  existing  circumstances, 
it  was  as  expedient  for  the  United  States  to  g6 
to  war  with  any  other  nation  as  with  the  French 
Republic.  He  saw  no  reason  why  that  particu- 
lar Power  should  be  singled  out  in  the  manner 
proposed ;  and  as  he  was  for  cultivating  peace, 
not  with  one  only,  but  with  all  the  nations  of  the 
world,  he  was  willing  so  to  declare  his  disposi- 
tion, if  any  declaration  was  proper  on  the  occa- 
sion. It  was  also  to  be  observed,  that  it  could 
not  with  propriety  be  objected  against  the  amend- 
ment that  there  was  no  other  nation  with  whom 
we  were  in  danger  of  entering  into  hostility,  for 
the  tables  of  the  House  had  been  loaded  with 
communications  relative  to  the  encroachments 
and  unreasonable  demands  of  another  country, 
which  had  occasioned  an  apprehension  that  the 
United  States  would  be  driven  to  the  necessity  of 
a  war  in  order  to  obtain  possession  of  its  own  ter^ 
ritory.  If,  therefore,  g^entlemen  were  anxious  to 
cultivate  harmony  with  the  French  only,  then 
the  resolution,  as  nrst  moved,  was  proper  for  their 
adoption ;  but  if  the  preservation  of  peace  with 
all  was  their  real  object,  then  he  trusted  that  the 
amendment  could  not  with  propriety  be  rejected 
by  those  gentlemen  who  had  introduced  and  ad- 
vocated a  proposition  the  utility  of  which,  under 
any  modification,  he  owned  for  himself  he  could 
not  discern,  although  he  was  willing  to  render  it 
as  unexceptionable  as  possible  before  it  was  deci- 
ded upon. 

Mr.  Sprioo  informed  the  gentleman  from  New 
Jersey  that  the  reason  why  the  French  Republic 
was  inserted  in  the  resolution  was  because  it  was 
founded  on  the  Message  of  the  President,  which 
related  solely  to  the  French  Republic.  For  his 
part,  he  was  not  desirous  of  war  with  any  Power 
on  earth. 

Mr.  Harper  seconded  the  motion  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  Jersey,  because  he  thought  it 
would  be  better  in  that  shape.  He  had  no  partic- 
ular objection  to  the  resolution  as  proposed,  only 
that  he  thought  it  a  resolution  about  nothing;  but 
as  it  might  gratify  the  mover  and  some  others,  he 
should  not  object  to  it.  He  was  not  himself  dis-* 
posed  for  war,  Wt  for  peace,  while  peace  could  be 
preserved.  But  he  never  said,  and  would  not  say, 
that  war  was  the  worst  thing  which  could  happen 
to  this  country ;  he  thought  submission  to  the  asr- 
gressions  of  a  foreign  Power  infinitely  worse.  If 
gentlemen  meant,  by  a^^reeing  to  this  resolution, 
to  prevent  the  country  from  being  put  into  a  state 
of  defence  ;  if  they  meant  by  it  to  effect  an  enter- 
ing wedge  to  submission,  he  trusted  they  would 
find  themselves  mistaken ;  for  though  he  oelieved 
the  true  interest  of  the  country  lay  in  peace,  yet 
he  was  not  disposed  to  recede  from  any  measures 
which  he  thought  proper  through  fear  of  war. 
Or  did  gentlemen  intend,  by  this  question  of  peace 
or  war,  to  enlist  the  popular  prejudices  in  favor  of 
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peace,  in  order  to  prevent  proper  measures  being 
taken  for  the  defence  of  the  country  1  If  this 
was  their  view  he  should  be  the  first  to  strip  off 
the  disguise.  He  trusted  this  was  not  the  case^  as 
he  saw  it  connected  with  another  resolution  which 
proposed  the  taking  of  measures  for  the  defence 
of  tne  country.  The  question  at  present,  said  Mr. 
H.,  is  not  a  question  of  war,  but  of  defence ;  and 
no  two  questions  are  more  distinct.  If  gentlemen 
confound  these  two  questions,  and  are  determined 
to  take  no  measures  of  defence  lest  they  should 
lead  to  war^  let  them  say  so.  He  believed,  how- 
ever, the  distinction  was  well  understood  by  the 
American  people. 

Mr.  Giles  believed  this  the  proper  time  to  de- 
clare whether  the  country  should  remain  in  peace 
or  ^o  to  war.  He  thought  the  resolution  proper 
as  It  stood,  because  founded  on  the  Message  of 
the  President,  in  which  the  French  Republic  is 
only  named.  There  was  a  part  of  that  Message, 
he  said,  which,  in  his  opinion,  amounted  to  a  de- 
claration of  war.  The  President  tells  the  House, 
"that  the  situation  of  things  is  materially  changea 
since  he  issued  his  order  to  prevent  the  arming  of 
merchant  vessels."  As  far  as  he  understood  the 
situation  of  the  United  States  at  that  time,  it  was 
a  state  of  neutrality.  If  that  state  is  changed,  and 
the  present  is  not  a  state  of  neutrality,  he  wished 
to  know  what  it  is.  He  knew  only  of  two  slates, 
a  state  of  neutrality  and  a  state  of  war  ;  he  knew 
of  no  mongrel  state  between  them.  Therefore,  if 
the  President  of  the  United  States  could  declare 
war,  we  are  now  in  war.  Believing,  however, 
that  Congress  had  alone  the  power  to  declare  war, 
he  thought  it  time  to  declare  what  the  state  of 
the  nation  is.  He  did  not  know  whether  the  ob- 
ject might  not  be  answered  by  the  resolution  be- 
ing general,  as  he  was  and  always  had  been 
(notwithstanding  insinuations  to  the  contrary) 
against  war  with  any  nation  upon  the  earth.  He 
looked  upon  it  as  the  greatest  calamity  which 
could  befal  any  nation ;  and  whatever  may  be  the 
phantoms  raised  in  perspective  of  national  honor 
and  glory  in  such  a  state,  they  will,  in  the  end, 
all  prove  fallacious.  He  believed  no  nation  ou^ht 
to  go  to  war  except  when  attacked ;  and  this  kind 
of  war  he  should  be  as  ready  to  meet  as  any  one. 
Mr.  Q.  said,  gentlemen  were  continually  speak- 
ing of  the  degraded  state  of  the  nation,  when  their 
own  measures  had  led  to  it.  [Mr.  Harper  de- 
nied that  he  had  ever  said  the  nation  was  in  a  de- 
graded state.]  Mr.  G.  was  not  sure  that  he  had 
said  it,  but  he  believed  he  had  frequently  heard  it. 
He  believed  we  were  in  a  state  which  required 
the  utmost  vi^or ;  but  he  thought  every  measure 
should  be  avoided  which  might  involve  the  coun- 
try in  war.  For  if  we  were  to  go  to  war  with 
the  French  at  present,  he  knew  not  what  ever 
could  take  place  which  could  produce  peace;  it 
must  be  a  war  of  extermination.  Mr.  G.  did  not 
know  that  the  present  question  was  very  impor- 
tant ;  but  believing  it  strictly  conformable  to  the 
Message  of  the  President,  he  should  be  in  favor 
of  it  as  it  stood,  and  a^inst  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Nicholas  considered  this  amendment  as 
defeating  the  resolution.    Was  there  nothing,  he 


asked,  which  called  for  a  declaration  of  the  kind 
proposed?  Was  it  not  clear  to  every  one  that  the 
country  was  going  fast  into  a  state  of  war,  and 
(in  the  words  of  Mr.  Sitoreaves)  was  it  not  to 
be  expected  ?  Ought  not  the  Legislature,  then, 
rwho  alone  have  the  power  of  declaring  war,)  to 
aetermine  the  state  of  the  country,  and  say  whe- 
ther they  mean  to  go  immediately  to  war  or  not? 
He  thought  the  necessity  of  the  resolution  was 
sufficiently  evident,  by  the  motion  which  had 
been  made  to  change  the  words  from  "  resort  to 
war,"  to  declare  war;  in  the  one  case  the  mis- 
chief was  met,  whilst  the  other  meant  nothing. 
And  if  gentlemen  were  ready  to  say  we  were  not 
prepared  to  declare  war,  and  at  the  same  time 
were  not  ready  to  say  it  is  not  expedient  to  resort 
to  war,  it  proved  that  they  thought  war  might  be 
made  without  being  declared.  He  asked,  whe- 
ther gentlemen  did  not  believe  the  Executive  had 
taken  measures  which  would  lead  to  war?  And 
that  if  he  were  at  liberty  to  act  upon  a  change  of 
circumstances  between  this  country  and  others^ 
Congress  were  not  brought  into  a  situation  in 
which  they  had  no  choice  ?  Many  discussions  had 
heretofore  taken  place  on  the  Constitution,  but  he 
had  never  heard  it  doubted  that  Congress  had  the 
power  over  the  progress  of  what  led  to  war,  as- 
well  as  the  power  of  declaring  war ;  but  if  the 
President  could  take  the  measures  which  he  had 
taken,  with  respect  to  arming  merchant  vessels,, 
he,  and  not  Congress,  had  the  power  of  making 
war.  He  asked  whether,  when  report  went  so 
far  as  to  speak  of  ah  alliance,  offensive  and  de- 
fensive, with  a  foreign  country,  it  was  not  time  to* 
come  to  a  declaration  on  the  subiect?  Suppose 
such  an  alliance  was  formed,  woum  it  not  be  said 
that  Congress  are  bound  to  carry  it  into  effect? 
He  knew  it  would,  though  he  should  resist  the 
doctrine.  Mr.  N.  said,  he  should  be  as  unwilling 
to  submit  to  any  foreign  country  as  the  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina ;  but  he  could  not,  like 
that  gentleman,  say  he  was  not  afraid  of  war.  I 
am,  said  he,  afraid  of  it.  This  country  affords 
me  all  the  happiness  I  can  wish  or  hope  for,  and 
I  know  war  will  be  destructive  to  it.  What  waa 
the  difference  between  himself  and  that  gentle- 
man in  this  respect,  he  could  not  tell ;  it  was  to 
him  surprising  that  any  gentleman  should  be- 
without  fear  as  to  the  mischiefs  of  war.  He  was 
of  opinion  that  the  step  taken  by  the  President, 
with  respect  to  merchant  vessels,  went  to  declare 
that  we  rested  our  cause  on  arms,  which  was  not 
calculated  to  produce  any  good  eflrect  in  our  favor. 
He  hoped  the  amendment  would  not  be  agreed  to;- 
if  it  was,  he  should  vote  against  the  resolution 
itself;  and  he  did  not  think  the  gentleman  from 
New  Jersey,  when  he  read  the  Message  of  the 
President,  could  think  there  was  as  much  danger 
of  a  war  with  any  other  country  at  with  the- 
French  Republic. 

Mr.  Brooks  agreed  with  the  gentleman  who 
brought  forward  this  resolution,  so  far  as  it  de- 
clares we  are  not  prepared  to  resort  to  war.  He* 
believed  no  nation  or  man  who  had  common  un- 
derstanding could  be  fond  of  war.  The  people 
of  this  country  have  yet  the  recollection  of  the' 
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fatal  effects  of  the  late  war.  But  there  are  two 
kinds  of  w.ir,  offensive  and  defensive.  He  wished 
gentlemen  to  distinguish  between  them;  for 
though  he  was  ready  to  declare  against  offensive 
war,  and  to  submit  to  small  injuries  rather  than 
make  defensive  war,  yet  he  was  not  willing  to 
say  he  should  not  be  ready  to  defend  his  country 
a^^unst  the  attack  of  any  foreign  Power  what- 
eyer.  He  hoped  he  should  be  believed  in  this  de- 
claration, as  ne  had  formerly  been  employed  in 
the  defence  of  it;  and  if  gentlemen  meant  that 
though  foreign  nations  attempt  to  invade  our  ter- 
ritory, and  to  reduce  us  again  tothe  colonies  of  a 
foreign  Power,  they  would  not  repel  them,  he 
could  not  join  them  in  opinion.  And  thougn  he 
should  Tote  for  the  resolution  as  moved  to  be 
amended,  he  should  feel  himself  at  perfect  liberty 
to  defend  his  country  in  case  of  attack.  He  won- 
dered the  gentleman  from  Virginia  should  object 
to  vote  for  the  resolution,  because  it  was  general, 
as  it  included  the  French  Republic  as  wdi  as  all 
other  nations. 

Mr.  RuTLEDGE  trusted  the  sentiments  which 
the  gentleman  from  New  York  had  expressed 
would  govern  the  committee;  and  that  all  were 
ready  to  say,  that  though  we  value  the  blessings 
of  peace,  yet  we  are  ready  to  resist  insult  and  in- 
jury from  whatever  quarter  they  come.  He  hoped 
this  would  be  the  conduct  of  this  country ;  and 
notwithstanding  much  had  been  heard  about  Bri- 
tish parties  and  French  parties,  that  all  would 
unite  in  this  determination.  This  being  his  opin- 
ion, he  should  vote  for  the  amendment ;  ana  he 
hoped  gentlemen  would  be  satisfied  with  this  de- 
claration, and  that  no  more  would  be  heard  of  a 
party  in  the  House  in  favor  of  war.  Though  he 
meant  to  vote  fur  the  resolution  he  thought  it  un- 
necessary;  but  in  these  days  of  jealousy  and  sus- 
picion, if  he  were  not  to  vote  for  it,  he  should  ex- 
pect to  be  told  he  was  in  favor  of  war. 

Gentlemen  asked  whether  war  is  not  approach- 
ing ?  And  whether  the  Executive  is  not  hasien- 
ing  it?  •  To  the  latter  question  he  would  answer 
in  the  negative;  with  respect  to  the  other,  he 
conld  not  answer,  as  it  depended  on  France, 
and  so  versatile  and  uncertain  is  everything  in 
that  country,  that  no  dependence  can  be  had 
upon  it  Mr.  R.  said,  at  the  last  session,  when 
we  had  no  intercourse  with  France,  he  thought 
it  necessary  we  should  have  it:  that  inter- 
course had  proved  ineffectual;  and  though  he 
sincerely  wished  for  oeace,  yet  he  saw  some- 
thing in  the  conduct  ot  France  which  almost  pre- 
cluded the  hope. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  had  said,  that 
this  country  had  frequently  been  stated  as  in  a 
degraded  state.  He  did  not  recollect  to  have 
made  the  declaration,  but  this  was  his  opinion. 
When  our  national  rights  had  been  violated ; 
when  our  commerce  had  been  depredated ;  when 
the  vessels  of  belligerent  Powers,  which  had 
sought  an  asylum  in  our  waters,  had  been  plun- 
dered and  burnt,  he  thought  it  necessary  to  go 
into  measures  of  defence.  He  thought ' our  fri- 
gates ought  not  to  have  remained  at  the  wharves ; 
that  our  eitensive  aeaooast,  on  which  is  much 


wealth,  should  not  be  unprotected;  he  thought 
our  seaports,  the  principal  depots  of  our  revenue, 
ought  to  have  been  fortified.  He  joined  his  friends 
in  their  attempts  to  have  carried  these  measures, 
and,  when  they  failed,  he  could  not  help  thinking 
his  country  was  in  a  degraded  state,  and  that  she 
had  lost  the  spirit  which  animated  her  in  the  year 
1775.  He  hoped,  however,  that  now,  when  France- 
had  gone  to  the  lengths  which  she  has  gone  to, 
that  there  would  have  been  only  one  sentiment  as 
to  the  propriety  of  the  measures  formerly  proposed.- 
But  though  he  thought  the  nation  in  a  degraded 
state,  he  was  not  in  favor  of  war.  He  believed 
the  citizens  of  this  country  were  not  for  it.  He 
believed  the  Gk)vernment  was  averse  to  war ;  and 
that  no  part  of  it  was  more  so  than  the  Executive. 
War  would  be  a  loss  to  this  country ;  and  to  no 
individual  more  than  the  Executive.  He  is  no 
warrior,  and,  consequently,  war  has  no  laurels  in 
store  for  him. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  has  spoken  of 
war  as  having^  something  dazzling  in  perspective; 
something  which  flattered  pride  and  ambition.  But 
did  the  gentleman  suppose  that  a  war  with  France 
could  be  flattering  to  pride  or  ambition  ?  It  could 
not;  it  would  be  a  war  of  prudence  ;  we  must  shut 
ourselves  up,  and  act  on  the  defensive,  and  say, 
"when  reason  returns,  when  an  ebb  shall  take 
place  in  the  affairs  of  France,  when  her  flow  of 
victories  shall  be  over,  she  will  do  us  justice."  In 
the  meantime,  we  must  defend  ourselves.  Mr. 
R.  repeated,  that  he  did  not  believe  any  man  in 
that  House  could  wish  for  war ;  when  he  looked 
around  him  and  saw  gentlemen  whose  wounds 
are  yet  sore  from  former  service ;  when  he  saw 
them  voting  for  measures  of  defence,  he  could  not 
believe,  nor  could  any  believe,  that  they  wished 
to  plunge  the  country  in  war.  It  would  sooner 
be  believed  that  gentlemen  who  made  the  charges 
were  mistaken. 

Mr.  Sewall  was  opposed  to  the  proposition  as 
it  now  stood,  and  hoped  it  would  be  amended. 
What  effect  it  would  then  have,  he  left  those  to 
judge  who  introduced  it.  Mr.  S.  said,  he  and 
those  who,  on  all  questions  of  defence,  had  voted 
with  him,  had  been  endeavoring  for  some  time  to 
go  into  some  measures  of  that  kind  ;  and  to  deter- 
mine whether  these  measures  should  be  confined  to 
our  own  limits  or  be  extended  to  the  ocean.  These 
measures  ought  now  to  be  decided  upon,  as  this 
is  a  moment  in  which  our  commerce  is  depreda- 
ted upon  in  a  most  unprecedented  manner.  .We 
are  now,  said  he,  called  upon  to  consider  the  haz- 
ards of  our  situation.  [Mr.  S.  then  quoted  a  part 
of  the  President's  Message,  as  to  the  situation  of 
our  aflairs  in  France,  and  as  to  the  decree  which 
was  proposed  respecting  the  taking  of  English 
^oods  on  board  of  neutral  vessels,  and  the  carry- 
ing of  which  was  declared  to  make  neutral  vessds 
good  prizes.]  This  last  regulation,  Mr.  S.  said, 
was  a  direct  violation  of  the  law  of  nations,  and 
amounted  to  a  declaration  of  war  on  the  part  of 
France  against  this  country.  But.  instead  of 
making  any  defence,  gentlemen  call  upon  the 
committee  to  declare  we  are  not  disposed  to  re- 
sort to  war  against  the  French  Republic ;  so  that, 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1327 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


1328 


H.  OP  R.] 


ReUUkmsfwith  France, 


[March,  1796. 


after  we  have  been  injured  and  abused,  and  de- 
nied the  common  rights  of  humanity,  we  are  not 
to  complain,  but  maKe  a  declaration  that  we  will 
not  go  to  war.  Was,  then,  he  asked,  a  question 
of  war  a  card  of  politeness?  Did  a  nation  ever 
make  a  declaration  that  it  was  not  at  war?  It  could 
not  say  so.  except  it  were  in  so  degraded  a  state 
that  it  baa  no  rights  capable  of  injury.  To  say  we 
are  not  at  war  was  to  say  no  more  than  it  is  light 
when  the  sun  shmes ;  but  to  call  upon  the  com- 
mittee to  sQ,y  so  at  this  time,  was  to  degrade  the 
nation  from  its  independence,  and  below  its  char- 
acter. The  present  state  of  things,  Mr.  S.  said, 
ought  to  be  considered  as  a  state  of  war,  not  de- 
clared by  us,  but  against  us,  by  the  French  Repub- 
lic ;  and  if  we  want  spirit  to  defend  ourselves,  let 
us  not  say  so.  We  may  refrain  from  actins;,  but  let 
us  not  say  we  receive  injuries  with  thankfulness. 
But  this  proposition  goes  still  further.  In  a  mo- 
ment of  public  danger,  it  goes  to  divide  and  sep- 
arate this  House  from  the  President  of  the  United 
States.  The  gentleman  from  Virginia  had  well 
explained  this  resolution,  when  he  said  it  was 
intended  to  interrupt  the  views  of  the  President  of 
the  United  States.  That  gentleman  considered 
the  Message  of  the  President  as  a  declaration  of 
war,  and  this  resolution  was  to  be  in  contradic- 
tion to  it.  If  this  was  the  sense  in  which  it  was 
to  be  understood,  it  was  false  in  point  of  fact ;  for 
the  President  had  neither  declared  war  nor  called 
upon  Congress  to  declare  war ;  no  such  sentiment 
could  be  found  in  the  Message.  To  a^ee  to  the 
proposition  as  it  stands,  would  be  to  give  counte- 
nance to  the  assertion  of  the  French  (S)vemment, 
that  we  are  apeople  divided  from  our  Government; 
but,  taking  it  with  the  amendment,  he  looked  upon 
it  as  a  harmless  thing.  Mr.  S.  concluded,  by  say- 
ing, that  he  considered  the  conduct  of  France  m 
the  light  of  war.  How  far  we  would  resent  it, 
was  the  question ;  whether  offensively  or  defen- 
sively. He  was  in  favor  of  defensive  measures, 
as  we  are  not  equal  to  offensive  measures,  (he 
wished  to  God  we  were.)  It  was  our  wealcness, 
SBd  the  division  which  had  appeared  in  our  coun- 
eils,  that  had  invited  these  attacks.  He  trusted 
they  should  now  unite  and  repel  them. 

Mr.  Gallatin  said,  before  the  speech  of  the 
gentleman  who  had  iust  sat  down,  he  could  not 
discover  what  was  the  meaning  of  the  amend- 
ment, to  strike  out  the  words  ^'  against  the  French 
Republic,"  as,  when  the  House  were  in  a  Com- 
miUee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  for 
considering  the  late  Message  of  the  President,  the 
resolution  was  perfectly  consonant.  Besides,  we 
have  no  danger  to  apprehend  from  any  other 
Power,  since  our  dispute  is  settled  with  Spain. 
The  intention  of  the  amendment  was  evidently 
to  render  the  resolution  as  unmeaning  as  possible. 

Every  gentleman  who  had  spoken  on  this  sub- 
ject, had  agreed  that  war  is  not  a  desirable  object 
for  the  United  States.  He  gave  them  credit  for 
the  assertion.  But  this  was  not  the  question ;  but 
whether  we  are  prepared  to  resort  to  war  under 
existing  circumstances.  It  is  a  question  of  fact. 
Mr.  G.  took  notice  of  the  different  modes  which 
had  been  attempted  to  defeat  the  resolution ;  but, 


though  the  present  amendment  were  agreed  to, 
he  should  still  vote  in  favor  of  the  resolution ;  for 
it  would  be  effectual,  in  some  degree,  as  it  could 
only  apply  to  the  French  nation,  though  it  was 
not  so  expressed. 

Mr.  G.  believed  the  United  States  had  arrired 
at  a  crisis  at  which  a  stand  ought  to  be  made,  in 
which  it  was  necessary  for  Congress  to  say  wheth- 
er they  will  resort  to  war,  or  preserve  peace.  He 
was  led  to  this  conclusion  from  a  review  of  the  con- 
duct of  France,  and  of  the  late  message  of  the 
President. 

In  respect  to  France,  we  know,  that  some  time 
ago,  she  declared  our  treaty  with  her  to  be  at  an 
end  ;  though  not  in  words,  the  result  was  to  de- 
prive us  of  the  advantages  derived  from  that 
treaty.  In  the  next  place,  she  dismissed  our  MiB- 
ister  Plenipotentiary.  Unaer  these  circumstances, 
the  President  called  the  extraordinary  session  or 
Congress,  and  when  met  together,  after  having 
related  the  reasons  which  induced  this  call,  he 
concluded  with  saying,  '^that  it  was  his  sincere 
desire  to  preserve  peace  and  friendship  with  all 
nations,  and  believmg  that  neither  the  honor  nor 
the  interest  of  the  United  States  absolutely  for- 
bade the  repetition  of  advances  for  securing  these 
desirable  objects,  he  should  not  fail  to  promote 
and  accelerate  an  accommodation,"  dtc.  The 
President  accordingly  sent  Envoys  to  France,  and 
the  result  of  the  emoassy  was  given  to  Congress 
in  the  last  Message,  which  was  now  under  consid- 
eration, in  which  he  says,  "the  object  of  the  mis- 
sion cannot  be  accomplished  on  terras  compatible 
with  the  safety,  honor,  or  the  essential  interests 
of  the  nation."  The  people  of  the  United  States 
are  therefore  informeo,  tnat  negotiations  are  at 
an  end,  and  that  we  cannot  obtain  redress  for 
wrong^,  but  may  expect  a  continuation  of  cap- 
tures, in  consequence  of  the  decree  which  it  wias 
supposed  was  passed,  for  seizing  all  neutral  ves- 
sels with  British  property,  manufactures,  or  pro- 
duce^ on  board.  Mr.  G.  said  he  differed  in  opin- 
ion from  the  gentleman  last  up,  that  this  was  a 
declaration  of  war.  He  allowed  it  would  be  jus- 
tifiable ground  of  war  for  this  country,  and  that, 
on  this  account,  it  was  necessary  to  agree  to,  or 
reiect  the  present  proposition,  in  order  to  deter^ 
mine  the  ground  intended  to  be  taken.  For, 
though  there  may  be  justifiable  cause  for  war,  if 
it  is  not  our  interest  tu  go  to  war,  the  resolution 
will  be  agreed  to. 

There  was  another  reason  why  this  resolution 
ought  to  be  now  decided,  which  arose  from  the 
conduct  of  our  Executive.  He  has  declared  that 
a  change  of  circumstances  has  taken  place  which 
has  occasioned  him  to  withdraw  his  order  forbid- 
ding merchant  vessels  to  arm ;  which  amounts  to 
this,  that  he  now  permits  vessels  of  the  United 
States  to  use  means  of  defence  against  any  at- 
tack which  may  be  made  upon  them.  Mr.  G. 
thought  it  necessary,  therefore,  to  declare,  wheth- 
er we  ^ere  to  pursue  measures  of  war  or  peace. 
Before  measures  are  taken  which  will  lead  to 
war,  the  House  ought  to  decide  whether  it  is 
their  intention  at  present  to  go  war. 

The  gentleman  from  New  York  had  spoken^  ot 
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tke  difierenoe  between  offensive  and  defensive 
war.  This  related  to  the  motives,  more  than  to 
tke  manoer,  of  carryin^t  on  war ;  beeaase  when 
war  is  onee  entered  into,  though  it  may  be  at  first 
defensive,  it  cannot  remain  so^  It  would  be  ridic- 
oloiis,  for  instance,  to  say,  that  our  frigates  should 
prevent  our  vessels  from  bein^  taken ;  but  that 
they  should  not  take  French  privateers. 

But  it  was  said,  if  the  resolution  was  agreed 
to,  it  would  confirm  the  opinion  which  had  been 
held  that  Congress  and  the  Elxeeutive  were  di- 
vided in  opinion.  The  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts (Mr.  Sbwall)  told  the  House  that  the 
oniestion  was  war  or  peace;  that  the  conduct  of 
France  was  a  declaration  of  war,  yet.  as  the  Pres- 
ident had  not  called  upon  Confess  to  go  to  war, 
they  ought  not  to  declare  that  it  is  not  expedient 
to  resort  to  war.  But  if  it  be  assumed  as  a  prin- 
ciple, which  that  gentleman  asserts,  that  the  eon- 
duct  of  the  French  is  a  declaration  of  war,  and 
the  President  has  told  us  we  are  in  war,  the  reso- 
lution could  not  be  improper.  Or  if  his  other 
principle  be  assumed,  that  the  information  of  the 
President  does  nut  amount  to  war,  then  an  agree- 
ment to  the  resolution  would  show  that  Congress 
concurred  with  him  in  opinion,  that  it  is  not  prop- 
er at  present  to  resort  to  war.  So  that  in  both 
cases,  the  resolution  is  proper. 

Mr.  G.  said  he  was  precluded  by  the  amend- 
ment from  going  into  the  merits  of  the  resolution. 
His  arguments  went  to  show  the  propriety  of 
agreeing  to  it  in  one  way  or  other.  Nor  did  he 
mean  to  take  any  notice  of  what  had  been  said 
about  a  division  of  opinion  in  our  councils  having 
invited  the  insults  and  injuries  which  France  had 
committed  against  this  country.  If  he  were  to 
do  this,  he  must  have  recourse  to  recrimination, 
which  he  did  not  wish.  He  wished  rather  to 
take  a  serious  view  of  our  present  situation,  and 
either  meet  it  by  war,  or  by  measures  which  shall 
avoid  war.  On  both  sides  are  difiiculties ;  but  the 
difi^ulties  and  inconveniences  of  both  ought  to 
be  weighed,  and  the  least  taken ;  and,  having  de- 
termined, measures  ought  to  be  pursued  accord- 
ingly. He  did  not  wish  to  adopt  the  resolution 
as  proposed  to  be  amended,  and  then  go  on  and 
act  directly  contrary  to  it.  He  thought  it  best  to 
meet  the  resc^ution  at  once,  and  say  whether  we 
are  determined  on  war  or  peace.  If  we  go  to 
war,  we  must  expect  to  meet  all  the  expense  and 
evils  of  such  a  state ;  and  if  we  remain  at  peace, 
we  must,  in  a  certain  degree,  aubmit.  He  meant 
to  say,  that  we  must  submit  to  have  a  number  of 
our  vessels  taken.  But  whether  we  shall  have 
more  taken  in  adopting  one  course  than  the  other, 
he  left  to  gentlemen  to  determine.  He  thought 
the  submission  he  had  mentioned,  very  different 
from  the  submission  which  had  been  spoken  of  by 
the  eentleman  from  South  Carolina,  and  others. 

Mr.  G.  concluded,  by  observing,  that  the  con- 
duct of  France  must  tend  to  destroy  that  influ- 
ence which  gentlemen  had  so  often  complained 
of  as  existing  in  this  country.  Indeed,  he  was 
convinced  that  at  the  commencement  of  her  rev- 
olution there  was  a  great  enthusiasm  amongst  our 
citizens  in  favor  of  her  cause,  which  naturally 


arose  from  their  having  been  engaged  in  a  simi- 
lar contest ;  but  he  believed  these  feelings  had 
been  greatly  diminished  bv  her  late  conduct  to* 
wards  this  country.  He  tnought,  therefore,  that 
whether  we  engaged  in  war,  or  remained  in  a 
state  of  peace,  much  need  not  be  apprehended 
from  the  influence  of  France  in  onr  councils. 
The  busiuess  had  come  to  a  mere  matter  of  cal- 
culation, as  to  what  course  will  be  best  to  be  taken 
for  the  interest  and  happiness  of  the  country.  If 
he  could  separate  defensive  from  offensive  war  at 
sea.  he  should  be  in  favor  of  it ;  but  he  could  not 
make  the  distinction,  and  therefore  he  should  be 
in  favor  of  pursuing  measures  of  peace. 

Several  persons  rose,  but,  being  about  three 
o'clock,  a  motion  was  made  for  the  committee  to 
rise,  which  viras  negatived— 46  to  44. 

Mr.  Dana  did  not  conceive  that  the  construc- 
tion of  language  given  by  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania,  was  to  be  taken  as  true,  without 
examination.  He  trusted  not.  The  gentleman 
stated  the  question  to  be  peace  or  war ;  he  could 
not  conceive  it  to  be  such.  It  was  unfortunate 
that,  in  this  important  crisis,  the  House  should  be 
engaged,  like  a  set  of  rhetoricians,  in  disputing 
the  meaning  of  words.  Indeed,  the  decision  on 
the  present  motion,  he  thought  wholly  unim- 
portant. 

The  ^ntlemen  last  up  had  said  there  was  ao 
distinction  between  offensive  and  defensive  war, 
and  that  he  was,  the  refore,  opposed  to  either.  Mr.  D. 
thought  the  distinction  clear;  offensive  war.  is 
when  an  attack  is  made  upon  another ;  and  deren- 
sive,  whoa  a  nation  has  recourse  to  war,  merely 
for  self  defence.  But  there  was  another  state  of 
things  which  could  not  have  the  name  of  war, 
which  was  to  have  recourse  to  measures  of  defence ; 
to  be  prepared  in  cases  of  attack.  It  was  clear,  by 
the  law  of  nations,  that  to  prepare  for  defence, 
was  not  to  commit  hostility.  To  say  that  to  take 
measure  of  defence,  is  hostility,  was  a  new  defini" 
tion,  and  it  was  the  mighty  discovery  of  the  gen* 
tlemen  from  Pennsylvania. 

Did  gentlemen  mean  that  if  we  should  make 
use  of  lorce  against  lawless  violence,  it  is  war?  If 
not,  what  did  all  that  had  been  said  amount  to  ? 
He  thought  the  proposition  perfectly  nugatorv. 

But  the  gentleman  said,  that  his  friend  from 
Massachusetts  had  said,  that  France  had  already 
declared  war  against  lis,  and  that,  therefore,  we 
must  resort  to  war.  For  his  part,  he  did  not  know 
what  gentlemen  meant  by  resorting  to  war.  If 
they  had  adopted  terms  which  had  any  legal 
meaning,  he  could  have  understood  them,  but 
the  present  miffht  mean  everything,  or  nothing. 
If  it  meant  anything,  it  meant  taking  active  mea«> 
sures  against  France  in  the  first  instance.  He  was 
not  only  ready  to  say  he  would  not  consent  to  do 
this  with  respect  to  France,  but  with  respect  to 
every  other  nation. 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  and  two 
gentlemen  from  Virginia,  had  said,that  theMessage 
of  the  President  amounted  to  a  declaration  that 
we  were  now  in  war.  This  idea  he  thought  was 
stated  very  incorrectly.  They  did  not  seem  to 
htLve  understood  the  meaning  of  the  languatfe  of 
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the  President.  The  state  of  things  which  existed 
at  the  time  orders  were  issued  lo  prevent  the 
arming  of  merchant  vessels  was  essentially  differ- 
ent from  the  present;  then  there  was  an  evident 
disposition  in  the  owners  of  the  vessels  to  cruise 
against  a  foreign  belligerent  nation,  and  the  order 
was  issued  to  prevent  attack  and  plunder;  but  the 
desire  to  arm  at  present  is  for  the  purpose  of  de- 
fence merelvj  and  not  to  cruise  or  plunder.  There 
is  a  law  foroidding  vessels  to  arm  for  the  purpose 
of  cruising;  but  none  forbidding  merchants  to 
arm  in  their  own  defence.  This  was  the  fair 
construction,  he  believed,  of  the  meaning  of  the 
President. 

Mr.  Otis  observedj  that  the  opposers  of  this 
amendment  could  assign  no  better  reason  for  de- 
claring a  desire  to  keep  peace  with  the  French  Re- 
public, to  the  exclusion  of  other  nations,  than 
their  own  construction  of  the  President's  last  Mes- 
sage, which  they  considered  as  directed  against 
that  Republic  only ;  but  the  House  having  resolved 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union,  the  resolution  on  the  table  had  no 
greater  relation  to  that  Message  than  to  any  for- 
mer Speech  or  Message,  or  to  the  affairs  of  the 
Union  at  large.  If  it  was  intended  as  an  answer 
to  the  Message,  it  should  be  moved  in  that  form ; 
but  unless  it  was  in  a  particular  manner  connect- 
ed with  it,  the  public  could  not  connect  it  more 
naturally  with  this  Messafi^e.  than  the  Speech  deliv- 
ered at  the  opening  of  tne  session.  The  House 
had  been  heretofore  informed*  that  France  was 
not  the  onlv  country  with  which  a  rupture  was 
to  be  apprenended.  Spain  might  be  considered, 
until  lately,  as  having  actually  invaded  our  ter- 
ritory ;  and  though  Uie  presumption  at  present 
was,  that  the  causes  of  contention  with  that  coun- 
try were  removed,  yet  they  were  not  officially 
informed  of  that  fact,  and  without  such  informa- 
tion it  was  not  less  proper  to  express  their  desire 
of  maintaining  peace  with  Spain  than  with  other 
countries.  Again,  gentlemen  had  often  intimat- 
ed that  a  war  witn  France  would  involve  us  in 
a  war  with  the  nations  in  alliance  with  her.  It 
was  therefore  inexpedient  to  show  a  contempt  or 
indifference  for  them,  by  leaving  them  out  of  our 
pacific  manifesto. 

He  considered  the  Message  in  a  different  view 
from  many  gentlemen.  But  admitting,  for  the 
sake  of  argument,  that  the  President  had  declared 
an  opinion  upon  tne  facts  stated  by  him,  that  war 
was  mevitable ;  gentlemen  must  consider  the  fact 
to  be  true ;  if  they  doubted  it,  they  ought  to 
dcJInand  information.  How  would  this  resolution 
then  stand  ?  In  reply  to  assurances  that  negotia- 
tion had  failed;  that  our  Commissioners  were  treat- 
ed with  neglect  and  contempt;  that  letters  of 
marque  and  reprisal  were  issued  against  our  ves- 
sels ;  and  that  the  most  hostile  appearances  were 
discernible  on  the  part  of  France ;  it  was  proposed 
to  declare,  that  with  them,  and  them  only,  it  was 
inexpedient  to  resort  to  war.  Such  a  proposal 
would  hardly  be  found  in  the  annals  of  the  most 
humble  and  degraded  nation. 

He  disapproved  of  the  resolution,  though  he 
should  vote  for  the  amendment,  and  would  not,  on  j 


the  present  occasion,  follow  gentlemen  who  had 

?one  at  large  into  the  merits  of  the  resolution. 
Fpon  the  extent  of  the  defensive  measures  pro- 
posed by  gentlemen,  his  feelings  inclined  him  to 
enlarge ;  but  this  discussion  would  be  more  per- 
tinent upon  some  other  question.  He  would  mere- 
ly hint,  that  actual  invasion  might  not  be  the 
worst  calamity  to  this  country.  He  could  con- 
ceive of  a  partial  invasion  of  our  territory  that 
would  be  much  less  injurious,  and  attended  with 
much  less  loss  than  the  total  ruin  of  our  commerce. 

The  call  for  the  committeeto  rise  being  repeated, 

Mr.  N.  Smith  hoped  gentlemen  would  oe  sat- 
isfied to  take  the  question,  which  he  thought  very 
unimportant.  The  time  consumed  in  discussing 
it  was,  however,  important,  as  other  concerns  called 
for  attention.  He  knew  there  were  gentlemen 
who  chose  rather  to  address  the  people  of  the 
United  States  than  to  legislate.  He  thought  it 
better  to  legislate,  than  to  preach  to  the  people. 
He  looked  upon  the  present  resolution  as  a  text 
from  which  it  was  intended  to  alarm  the  people 
with  respect  to  war,  and  he  wished  not  to  indulge 
gentlemen  in  their  design.  He  wished  the  ques- 
tion to  be  taken  for  another  reason.  It  was  sug- 
gested by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  that  the 
Message  of  the  President  was  considered  by  the 
people  as  a  declaration  of  war,  and  that  reports 
were  in  circulation,  that  a  treaty,  offensive  and  de- 
fensive, was  concluded  with  Ghreat  Britain.  After 
this,  he  would  call  the  attention  of  the  committee 
to  the  resolution,  which  was,  in  effect^  to  say,  we 
must  interfere,  or  war  will  be  brougnt  upon  the 
country.  Did  not  this  go  to  sanction  a  report 
which  was  as  false  and  malignant  as  even  jaco- 
binism could  invent  ?  It  did ;  and  he  hoped,  they 
would  not  so  far  sanction  the  report,  as  to  let  the 
motion  lie  before  them  undecided. 

Mr.  Datton  hoped  the  committee  would  rise. 
The  gentleman  last  up  began  with  saying  the  pro- 
position was  of  no  importance;  but, before  he  sat 
down,  showed  that  he  thought  differently.  Mr.  D. 
thouffht  it  was  of  importance  that  the  committee 
should  come  to  a  right  decision  upon  it,  and  say 
whether  it  ought  to  be  agreed  to  in  general  terms, 
or  rejected. 

Mr.  N.  Smith  explained. 

Mr.  J.  WiLLiAMsthou^ht  the  question  trifling, 
and  hoped  a  decision  woiud  be  had  upon  it. 

Mr.  Giles  said,  the  question  was  a  question  of 
peace  or  war,  and  yet  gentlemen  call  it  trifling. 
He  did  not  mean  to  alarm  the  people  of  the  Unit^ 
States,  but  he  wished  them  to  understand  their 
situation.  He  acknowledged  he  was  himself  much 
alarmed.  Gentlemen  were  willing  to  engage  ia 
defensive,  but  not  in  offensive  war;  but  when  war 
was  once  begun  it  would  not  be  in  the  power  of 
the  United  States  to  keep  it  within  the  character 
of  defensive  war.  Indeed  the  c^entlemen  from 
Massachusetts,  when  he  spoke  of  defensive  war, 
confessed  our  inability  for  offensive  war,  and  ut- 
tered a' prayer  to  the  Supreme  Being  that  we  were 
able  to  engage  offensively ;  and  where,  he  asked, 
with  such  sentiments,  is  the  difference  betweea 
offensive  and  defensive  war  1  He  could  see  none ; 
he  deprecated  war  of  every  kind. 
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Mr.  J.  WiLUAMB  hoped  the  question  would  be 
taken.  As  he  before  stated,  he  thought  it  trifling, 
and  the  debate  upon  it  only  calculated  to  alarm 
the  people,  which  seemed  to  be  the  object  of  gen- 
tlemen. If  the  question  was  not  taken  before  they 
adjourned,  much  debate  would  be  had,  and  much 
time  spent  to  very  little  purpose.  He  thought  it 
very  extraordinary,  as  no  one  was  found  to  bring 
forward  a  resolution  to  declare  war,  that  a  gentle- 
man would  introduce  a  resolution  of  its  beinjg 
inexpedient  so  to  do.  He  was  persuaded  that  this 
negative  mode  of  proceeding  was  calculated  to 
draw  on  a  debate,  to  set  the  people  against  the 
Executive.  Time,  he  said,  was  precious;  they  had 
sat  near  five  months  ana  done  but  little,  much 
remained  to  be  done,  and  as  all  had  declared  their 
aversion  to  a  war,  the  people  should  be  undeceived. 
He  had  himself  seen  gentlemen  write  upon  Uie 
late  Message  of  the  President,  for  the  purpose  of 
sending  to  their  constituents,  ^^  A  war  message 
against  FranceJ* 

Mr.  Macon  wished  the  gentleman  would  name 
who  had  thus  written. 

A  call  of  order  took  place:  and  a  motion  was 
made  for  the  committee  to  rise,  and  carried. 


Wednesday,  March  28. 

Mr.  McDowell  said,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to 
authorize  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  pur- 
chase one  or  more  foundries  had  been  referred  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  might  be  expected 
shortly  to  come  under  consideration.  As  he  had 
not  sufficient  information  on  this  subject  to  enable 
him  to  vote  understandingly  upon  the  bill,  he 
wished  to  call  upon  the  proper  officer  for  an  ac- 
count of  cannon  purchased  since  the  year  1794,  in 
order  to  ascertain  the  necessity  or  propriety  of  pass- 
ine  the  proposed  law.  He  therefore  proposed  the 
foflowing  resolution  to  the  House : 

•*Re9ohed^  That  ih»  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  cauae  the  proper  officer  to  lay  before  this 
House  the  nomber  of  cannon  which  may  have  been  par- 
chased  for  the  use  of  the  frigates,  the  revenue  cutten, 
•nd  finrtifications,  since  the  first  of  Jenotry,  1794,  with 
the  siie  of  the  cannon ;  and  stating  what  proportion  of 
them  were  cast  within  the  United  States,  at  what  foun- 
dries, and  an  account  of  the  prices  paid  for  each  size.'' 

This  resolution  was  agreed  to,  and  Messrs. 
McDowell  and  W.  C.  Claiborne  appointed  a 
committee  to  wait  upon  the  President  therewith. 

Mr.  Gallatin  observed,  that  when  the  appro- 
priations for  the  military  department  were  yester- 
day under  consideration,  iseveral  sums  were  left 
Uank,  for  the  want  of  information.  He  proposed 
resolutions  to  the  following  eiSect,  in  order  to  oIh 
tain  that  information,  which  were  agreed  to : 

**Re$oh)ed,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  diiectpd  to 
lay  before  this  House  a  statement,  in  detail,  of  the  expen- 
ditore  of  the  money  appropriated  for  the  snbiistence  of 
die  Army,  for  the  Qnartermaster's  and  Indian  depari- 
nents,  bonntiea,  defensive  protection  of  the  frontiers,  and 
of  all  contingent  expenses  in  the  War  Department  in  the 
year  1797,  from  whence  result  the  deficiencies  by  him 
•lated  in  his  estimate,  amounting  to  the  several  snme  of 
#114,165  and  ^0,000;  and  that  he  indude  m  the  sai 


statement  an  estimate  of  the  number  of  rations  issued 
during  that  year  to  the  Indians  at  the  several  posts,  dtc 

<<  Also,  aa  estimate  of  the  probable  appropriation  ne- 
ceesary  for  the  Quartermaster's  department  for  the  pre- 
sent year. 

<<  Also,  a  statemeot  of  the  several  existing  contracts 
made  for  the  subsiBtence  of  the  Army.'' 

RELATIONS  WITH  FRANCE. 

The  House  affain  resolved  itoelf  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
when  the  amendment  to  the  first  of  Mr.  Sprioq'8 
propositions,  as  to  the  inexpediency,  under  exist- 
ing circumstances,  of  resortmg  to  war  against  the 
French  Republic,  beine under  consideration ;  which 
amendment  is  to  strike  out  the  words,  "  French 
Republic," 

Mr.  PiNCKNET  rose  and  said,  he  was  in  faror  of 
the  amendment,  because  it  tended  to  make  what 
he  thought  an  improper  proposition,  in  some  de- 
gree, nugatory ;  for  he  beheved  to  agree  to  the  re- 
solution without  it,  would  be  prejudicial  to  the 
interest  and  welfare  of  the  country,  as  he  did  not 
think  the  period  had  arrived  which  called  for  a 
decision  on  measures  of  war  or  peace.  If  such  a 
declaration  had  been  necessary,  he  should  hare 
expected  it  to  come  from  gentlemen  in  favor  of  a 
war,  declaring,  that  it  is  expedient  to  go  to  war,  as 
it  was  a  very  uncommon  thing  to  declare  we  will 
not  do  a  thing.  His  strongest  reason  against  com- 
ing to  this  resolution,  however,  was,  that  at  this 
period  the  House  had  not  sufficient  information 
concerning  the  whole  of  this  business,  to  enable 
them  to  form  a  correct  judraent  upon  it  The 
President  (old  the  House,  indeed,  that  he  hadlittb 
hope  of  a  favorable  termination  of  the  negotia- 
tion, but  they  knew  nothing  of  the  train  of  the 
negotiation,  or  of  the  circumstances  attending  it. 
Thejr  knew  that  our  Commissioners  had  not  been 
received ;  but  they  had  not  sufficient  information 
as  to  the  manner  m  which  they  had  been  treated, 
to  enable  them  to  come  to  the  decision  proposed. 

The  gentleman  who  proposed  the  resolution, 
said  it  was  time  to  come  forward  and  declare 
whether  we  will  have  peace  or  war.  Would  to 
Qod,  said  Mr.  P.,  it  was  in  our  power,  by  any  such 
declaration,  to  avert  war,  or  maintain  peace ;  but 
he  believed  this  did  not  depend  upon  any  declara- 
tion of  ours.  In  questions  of  war  there  were  al- 
ways two  parties,  one  of  whom  was  generally  the 
aggressor,  and  the  other  generally  passive.  In  the 
present  case,  he  considered  this  country  as  the 
passive  party,  and,  therefore,  any  declaration  on 
our  part  would  have  little  effect.  We  know  that 
individuals  or  nations  induced  to  pursue  measures 
from  interest  or  passion,  are  not  easily  diverted 
from  their  purpose.  If  the  French  are  actuated 
by  either  of  these  motives,  no  declaration  of  ours 
will  prevent  the  calamity.  Such  a  proposition 
would  rather  accelerate  than  prevent  the  evil.  If 
our  declarations  could  have  availed,  they  have  not 
been  wantinff.  From  the  first  period  of  a  misun*- 
derstanding  between  the  two  countries,  declara- 
tions have  oeen  made  deprecating  war  in  general 
terms,  but  particularly  with  that  nation.  A  Min- 
ister Plenipotentiary  had  been  sent  to  explain  the 
views  of  this  Qoyemment,  and  to  remove  any 
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jealousies  which  might  exist,  and  to  make  such 
specific  propositions  as  were  thought  necessary ; 
mit  our  Minister  was  rejected  without  a  hearing. 
The  next  measure  was,  to  send  special  Commis- 
sioners, in  order  to  settle  our  differences  and  avert 
the  calamity  of  war.  We  have,  therefore,  made 
sufficient  declarations  of  our  pacific  intentions. 
Indeed,  he  thought  too  much  had  been  rested  on 
these  declarations,  as  nothine  had  been  done  for 
our  defence.  Wnen  we  loqked  at  our  seaports, 
and  saw  their  defenceless  condition,  he  thought  it 
evident  sufficient  attention  bad  not  been  paid  to 
them,  knowing  that  war  might,  at  least,  be  a  pos- 
sible event. 

But  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Giles) 
says  the  affairs  of  the  country  are  extremely 
changed,  and  that  this  is  the  time  for  making  a 
stand,  and  this  opinion  he  draws  from  the  Presi- 
dent's Message.  He  thought  it  was  well  observed 
yesterday  by  the  gentleman  from  Connecticut 
(Mr.  Dana)  that  the  change  which  the  President 
•poke  of  might  relate  to  the  change  of  disposition 
in  the  persons  owning  merchant  vessels  as  to  their 
Tiews  in  arming  them.  Mr.  P.  thought  there 
was  another  reason  why  the  declaration  did  not 
go  the  length  which  had  been  stated.  In  the 
course  of  a  war  the  conduct  of  a  belligerent 
Power  to  neutral  nations  is  apt  to  change.  At  the 
beginning  of  a  war.  neutral  trade  is  not  so  much 
preyed  upon  as  it  afterwards  comes  to  be.  In  the 
beginning  of  the  present  war,  we  saw  no  declara- 
tion from  Denmark  and  Sweden  as  to  the  course 
they  intended  to  take  with  respect  to  their  neutral 
tiaae ;  but  when  spoliations  wore  committed  upon 
it,  the  Grovernments  of  those  countries  came  for- 
ward and  said :  "  Affairs  are  now  changed,  we 
think  it  necessary  to  convoy  our  vessels,  and  to 

Sive  them  the  protection  to  which  they  are  enti- 
ed  by  treaty."  This  conduct  was  never  look- 
ed U{X)n  as  a  cause  of  war;  on  the  contrary, 
those  countries  remain  at  peace,  and  are  likely  to 
remain  so.  Therefore  a  cnange  in  defensive  mea- 
lares  did  not  bring  the  matter  to  the  point  which 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia  supposed. 

Thb  resolution  differed  exceedingly  from  any- 
thing which  took  place  when  we  had  a  misunder- 
standing with  England  in  1794.  At  that  time, 
when  England  issued  her  extraordinary  Order  of 
the  4th  of  November,  and  our  commerce  was  dep- 
redated upon,  m^sures  were  spoken  of  for  coun- 
tervailing the  injuries  which  our  citizens  experi- 
enced, but  no  proposition  like  the  present  was  pro- 
duced. We  are  now  aggrieved  and  injured  in  a 
most  extraordinary  manner,  but  we  say  we  will 
not  so  to  war.  On  a  former  occasion  he  had 
heard  of  a  variety  of  restrictive  regulations,  pro- 
posed with  a  view  of  restraining  the  injuries  com- 
mitted upon  us,  and  to  bring  Great  Britain  to  rea- 
son ;  and  he  did  expect  something  similar  would 
have  been  proposed  on  the  present  occasion,  but 
nothing  of  the  kind  had  appeared.  It  was  true  we 
had  not  so  great  hold  of  the  French  nation  as  of 
the  British,  in  this  respect,  but  we  had  some ;  and 
he  believed  measures  might  be  taken  which  would 
induce  the  nation  to  hear  reason.  But,  instead  of 
this,  it  was  proposed  that  we  should  say,  we  have 


been  injured  and  aggrieved ;  but  we  will  not  op- 
pose you,  we  will  not  go  to  war  with  you. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Nicholas) 
seemed  to  rest  the  greater  part  of  his  arguments 
upon  the  power  of  the  House  to  make  war,  or  to 
declare  peace.  Mr.  P.  agreed  that  this  was  Legi.v 
lative  power,  and  not  Executive,  and  he  was  for 
this  House  exercising  that  power ;  but,  as  he  had 
alredy  stated,  they  had  not  at  present  sufficient  in- 
formation on  that  subject.  But  that  gentleman 
seemed  to  charge  the  Executive  with  afl  the  evils 
of  our  present  situation.  Upon  this  subject  he  con- 
curred in  opinion  with  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania (Mr.  Gallatin)  that  it  was  unnecessary 
to  inquire  from  whence  our  present  situation 
arose,  or  to  go  into  recrimination.  This  could  only 
create  heat,  and  keep  up  that  idea  of  division 
which  had  been  industriously  spread,  and  at  a 
time  when  the  Legislature  ought  to  do  all  in  its 
power  to  extinguish  it.  [Mr.  Nicholas  explained. 
He  had  said  he  would  not  go  into  an  inquiry  as  to 
the  conduct  of  this  Grovemment  with  respect  to 
France ;  but  if  any  measures  of  ours  had  produced 
the  breach,  they  must  be  those  of  the  Executive, 
because  the  L^slaturehas  had  nothing  to  do  with 
them.  He  would  assure  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  he  should  not  take  the  lead  in  any 
such  inquiry,  but  keep  out  of  view,  as  much  as 
possible,  past  transactions.]  Mr.  P.  was  glad  to 
near  this  explanation.  He  himself  believed  the 
measures  of  the  Executive  had  been  calculated  to 
promote  peace ;  but  it  was  not  necessary  to  go  into 
that  subject. 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Gal- 
latin) had  gone  further  than  perhaps  the  resolu- 
tion on  the  table  would  warrant.  He  says,  the 
adoption  of  this  resolution  will  go  to  prevent  the 
taking  of  any  measures  which  may,  in  their  ten- 
dency, lead  to  war.  If  gentlemen  meant  by  this, 
that  It  was  to  prevent  any  measures  being  taken 
for  the  protection  of  our  commerce,  the  adoption 
of  the  resolution  would  not  only  declare  that  we 
will  not  go  to  war,  but  that  we  will  not  take  any 
measures  for  the  defence  of  our  property.  It  ap- 
peared to  him  that  that  gentleman  had  himself 
given  the  best  reasons  for  modifying  this  resolv- 
tion,  so  as  to  make  it  as  little  mischievous  as  pos- 
sible. For  he  had  told  the  committee  that  France 
had  set  at  naught  her  treaty  with  us ;  but  though 
they  have  done  this,  said  Mr.  P.,  they  have  endea- 
vored to  justify  their  depredations,  by  insisting 
that,  according  to  that  treaty,  it  was  necessarv  for 
vessels  to  carry  a  role  (Pequipa^e,  Mr.  P.  aaded, 
there  was  another  Order  of  the  French  Govern- 
ment which  was  so  contrary  to  right,  so  cruel  in 
its  consequences,  so  degrading  to  this  country, 
and  so  inhuman  in  its  tendency,  that  he  couki 
not  avoid  noticing  it.  It  was  the  decree  which 
declares  that  every  American  citizen  found  on 
board  the  privateer  of  an  eneniy.  shall  be  consid- 
ered and  treated  as  a  pirate.  Tney  pretended  to 
found  this  Order  on  our  treaty  with  Great  Britain; 
but  he  wished  gentlemen  who  thought  it  justifiar 
ble,  to  turn  to  that  treaty,  and  see  whether  thore 
was  anything  there  which  countenanced  so  violent 
a  measure.    But  this  in  not  all,  the  gentiejoaa 
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from  PennsylFania  allowed  that  a  decree  bad  late- 
ly been  passed  which  violates  all  the  laws  of  neu- 
tral nations,  viz :  that  if  the  property,  manufac- 
tures, or  produce^  of  an  enenoiy  be  found  on  board 
a  neutral  vessel,  it  shall  be  good  prize.  Our  Min- 
isters, alsO)  who  were  commissioned  to  conciliate, 
and  even  to  make  concessions,  though  they  haa 
been  in  Paris  three  months,  cap  in  hand,  had  not 
been  able  to  get  a  heariog.  Under  all  these  griev- 
ances, what  said  he,  are  we  called  upon  to  do  ?  He 
should  not  have  been  surprised  if  some  one,  fired 
with  the  injuries  we  have  received,  had  brought 
forward  a  proposition  for  war.  But,  instead  of 
this,  smarting  as  we  are  under  injuries,  our  com- 
merce bleeding  at  every  pore,  and  our  country 
deeplv  humiliated,  we  are  called  upon  to  say : 
You  nave  done  everything  to  injure,  insult,  and 
degrade  us,  but  we  have  deserved  it ;  we  will  do 
nothing  to  oppose  you.  Though  God  and  nature 
have  given  us  power  we  will  not  go  to  war  with 
you,  neither  on  the  present  occasion,  nor  on  any 
other,  whatever  injury  you  may  commit  upon  us. 

Was  there  anything  in  our  situation,  which 
called  for  this  declaration  ?  He  thought  not.  The 
gentleman  (Mr.  Giles)  says  he  would  not  go  to 
war,  except  in  case  of  invasion.  He  apprehended 
this  neither  a  wise  nor  a  safe  policy.  He  believed 
it  was  necessary  the  calamities  of  war  must  be 
resorted  to.  If  injury  upon  injury  is  heaped  upon 
us,  we  shall  be  brought  into  a  situation  m  which 
it  will  be  necessary  to  annoy  our  enemy.  He  did 
not  say  that  point  was  yet  come ;  but  it  will  be 
necessary,  prudent,  and  wise,  to  take  measures  to 
prevent  the  enemy  coming  to  our  door.  Because, 
if  prepared,  we  should,  as  on  a  former  occasion, 
be  enabled  to  intercept  any  troops  which  may  be 
sent  against  us.  But  he  regretted  to  see  so  differ- 
ent a  spirit  animating  our  citizens  now,  from  that 
which  animated  them  in  our  Revolutionary  strug- 
gle. We  did  not  then  prevent  our  vessels  from 
arming  in  self-defence.  Though  we  then  depre 
cated  war,  we  made  preparations  to  meet  it,  if  it 
should  be  necessary.  Though  the  extent  of  the 
injury  was  not  then  so  great  as  at  present;  when 
all  the  usurpation  attempted  upon  us,  was  a  regu- 
lation of  taxation — a  two-penny  duty  upon  tea — 
yet  it  caused  a  ferment  and  spirit  which  was  effec- 
tual at  that  time,  and  which  spirit,  he  trusted,  was 
not  now  extinguished.  Indeed,  he  was  convinced^ 
that  if  gentlemen  in  favor  of  the  proposition  ccmld 
see  our  situation  in  the  same  light  in  which  he 
and  others  saw  it,  they  would  he  in  favor  of  as 
strong  measures  as  anv  of  them.  The  country 
from  whence  these  gentlemen  generally  come,  had 
shown  its  determined  opposition  to  oppression 
from  whatever  quarter  it  came.  He  wished,  there- 
fore, they  could  see  the  oppressions  of  the  Gk)vern- 
ment  whose  conduct  he  had  been  reviewing,  in  the 
same  light  which  he  did. 

However  humiliating  our  conduct  might  be,  he 
repeated,  it  would  have  no  effect  upon  that  nation. 
He  did  not  wish  to  animadvert  upon  the  conduct 
of  any  country ;  but  there  was  one  instance  of  the 
treatment  which  the  French  Republic  has  exhib- 
ited to  an  independent  State,  which  he  could  not 
help  noticing.    It  was  in  respect  to  Venice,  which 


would  show,  that  no  humiliation,  no  concession, 
would  avert  the  calamity  which  threatens  us,  if 
the  rulers  of  the  country  are  determined  upoa 
war.  If  he  was  not  misinformed,  the  circumstan- 
ces of  the  case  were  as  follow :  The  Venetians 
were  at  peace,  and  endeavoring  to  pursue  a  line 
of  neutrality.  A  tumult  arose  in  one  of  their 
towns,  and  the  populace  did,  in  a  barbarous  and 
most  unjustifiable  manner,  massacre  a  number  of 
French  soldiers.  This  was  an  injury  which  call- 
ed for  and  deserved  atonement.  A  retaliation  took 
place  fully  commensurate  with  the  crime.  The 
Venetians  made  every  concession  in  their  power. 
But  the  French  commander  was  not  satisfied,  he 
took  vengeance  upon  them  by  overturning  tneir 
Government— a  Government  which  had  stood  the 
test  of  five  hundred  vears.  He  should  have  sup- 
posed that  the  French  would  now  have  been  satta- 
ned ;  but  the  matter  did  not  stop  here.  The  Gov- 
ernment beinf  overturned,  the  people  were  prom- 
ised a  free  Cavern  ment,  and  an  amelioration  of 
their  condition.  They  were  proceeding  in  the  es- 
tablishment  of  a  Gk)vernment :  but,  when  the  trea- 
ty came  to  be  made  between  the  French  Republie 
and  the  Emperor,  he  supposed  it  was  thought  to 
be  for  the  interest  of  that  Republic  to  sacrifice  a 
part  of  this  territory,  and  to  give  it  up  to  the  film- 
peror,  to  take  a  part  to  themselves,  and  to  annex 
another  part  to  the  Cisalpine  Republic.  This  was 
done;  and  he  believed  the  very  part  which  had 
committed  the  offence  against  the  French  Gk)vertt- 
ment,  had  been  rewarded  by  being  joined  to  a  free 
Grovernment. 

This  division  of  the  Venetian  territory  was  not 
the  work  of  a  young  oflScer,  elated  by  victory  and 
conquest,  or  enraged  by  the  treatment  whicn  his 
soldiers  had  received.  The  French  Directory  had 
come  forward,  and,  by  their  decree,  had  applauded 
the  whole  conduct  of  their  Greneral  in  the  most 
unqualified  terms,  particularly  as  to  Venice  and 
Gknoa.  He  would  not  take  up  the  time  of  the 
committee  by  citing  the  conduct  of  the  French  to- 
wards the  latter  Republic.  The  case  of  Venice 
was  sufficient  to  show  how  little  was  to  be  ex- 
pected from  a  humiliating  conduct. 

Mr.  P.  hoped  he  had  shown  sufficient  reason 
why  this  resolution  ought  not  to  be  aereed  to,  at 
least  in  its  original  form.  He  hoped  tney  should 
go  on  making  defence  in  the  way  proposed  by  a 
second  resolution ;  and  agree  to  such  restrictions, 
with  respeet  to  the  arming  of  merchant  vessels,  as 
should  seem  proper. 

Mr.  Giles  thought  the  gentleman  who  had  just 
sat  down  had  been  less  correct  in  his  statements 
than  he  usually  was.  He  would  allude  particu- 
larly to  one  instance.  That  gentleman  says,  what- 
ever aggressions  and  insults  may  be  heaped  upon 
us,  the  supporters  of  the  resolution  will  not  go  to 
war.  The  proposition  held  a  directly  contrary 
language.  It^says:  ^'That,  under  present  cir- 
cumstances, the  United  States  deem  it  advisable  to 
remain  in  a  state  of  peace."  [Mr.  Pinckney  said 
the  reason  why  he  had  made  this  remark  was, 
that  yesterday  the  gentleman  himself  had  said,  he 
should  not  be  for  going  to  war,  unless  the  country 
was  invaded.    He,  therefore,  eonujicted  the  r^o 
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lution  and  this  declaration  together.]  Mr.  G.  said, 
he  still  repeated  the  same  thin?;  that  we  ought 
not  to  resort  to  war  beyond  the  limits  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.  But  he  drew  a  contrary  inference 
from  this,  from  that  which  that  gentleman  had 
drawn,  because  he  had  accompanied  the  declara- 
tion with  another,  that  he  was  perfectly  ready  to 
prepare  to  that  ex  tent  for  defence.  He  would  ex- 
plam  the  grounds  of  this  opinion.  Within  our 
own  limits  we  are  capable  of  making  something 
like  exertion,  and  there,  he  believed,  exertions 
might  be  made  to  advantage.  Indeed,  one  of  the 
propositions,  which  is  connected  with  the  present, 
goes  to  this  purpose,  and  therefore  with  what  pro- 
priety could  the  gentleman  ^islj.  he  and  those  who 
were  of  his  opinion  were  not  for  preparing  for  de- 
fence till  the  enemy  is  at  the  door  ?  Nor  could 
he  see  anything  like  humiliation  in  this.  Nay,  he 
was  convinced,  if  we  carried  our  preparations  for 
defence  beyond  our  own  limits,  instead  of  plaining 
glory  or  honor,  we  shall  meet  with  nothing  but 
disgrace,  as  we  are  not  prepared  to  make  a  defence 
at  sea.  Indeed^  the  moment  we  get  beyond  our 
inrisdictional  Ime,  defence  will  become  offence, 
because  there  will  be  no  evidence  by  which  it  can 
be  ascertained  by  whom  the  attack  commenced. 
It  would,  therefore,  be  unwise  to  permit  ourselves 
to  be  placed  in  this  situation.  If  any  object  was 
to  be  effected  by  going  out  to  sea,  it  must  be  the 

Protection  of  our  commerce  with  Great  Britain ; 
at  it  was  known  that  the  two  acts  of  the  British 
Parliament  which  took  place  in  January  last,  if 
peace  continues,  may  take  that  trade,  in  a  great 
measure  from  us.  He  did  not  think,  therefore, 
that  this  was  a  sufficient  object  for  which  to  incur 
so  much  risk. 

At  present,  said  Mr.  G.  there  is  a  pretty  general 
opinion  in  the  country  (and  he  thought  there  was 
much  ground  for  the  opinion)  that  there  is  a  dis- 
position in  a  part  of  this  House,  and  in  part  of  the 
Government,  for  war ;  and  he  thought  it  was  pro- 
per to  come  to  a  declaration  upon  the  subject. 
This  would  not  only  have  a  good  effect  upon  our 
own  citizens,  but  it  would  convince  European 
Powers,  that  though  we  were  preparing  for  de- 
fence, we  were  not  preparing  for  war. 

Mr.  G.  said,  he  was  not  satisfied  with  the  con- 
struction which  the  gentleman  from  Connecticut 
(Mr.  Dana^  had  given  to  that  part  of  the  Message 
which  speaks  of  our  situation  being  changed.  He 
did  not  believe  the  President  had  any  reference  to 
the  dispositions  of  the  people,  but  to  the  state  of 
things  generally. 

The  apprehension  of  war  had  already  begun  to 
produce  disagreeable  effects  in  his  part  of  the 
country.  He  had  received  information  that  pro- 
duce had  fallen  in  price,  and  that  the  sale  was 
very  dull.  He  was  of  opinion,  therefore,  that  the 
proposed  declaration,  if  agreed  to,  would  appease 
the  minds  of  the  people.  It  was  said  it  would 
have  no  good  effect  upon  the  Executive  Directo- 
ry. He  did  not  know  that  it  would.  But  it  could 
liave  no  bad  effect ;  and  it  might  have  a  good  oncL 
for  he  did  not  think  that  body  quite  so  abandonee! 
as  some  gentlemen  thought  them. 

The  gentleman  last  up  had  spoken  of  the  parti- 


tion of  Venice.  He  himself  saw  it  with  concern; 
but  where  was  the  difference  in  crime  between 
the  French  Republic  and  the  Emperor?  Each 
took  a  part.  But  what  was  all  this  to  the  United 
States?  Were  they  to  go  tq  war  to  avenffe  this 
partition?  We  heard  nothing  of  this  kind  some 
years  ago,  when  a  partition  of  Poland  took  place. 
For  his  own  part,  he  wished  to  leave  the  Powers 
of  Europe  to  themselves,  and  to  draw  ourselves 
within  our  own  boundary,  where  we  should  be 
fully  equal  to  our  defence  against  any  Power  on 
earth. 

Mr.  Datton  (the  Speaker)  said,  that  most  of 
the  arguments  of  the  gentleman  irom  Virginia, 
(Mr.  Giles,)  who  spoke  last,  were  most  conclu- 
sive in  favor  of  the  amendment,  although  it  ap- 
peared to  be  his  intention  to  vote  against  it.  That 
member  had  deprecated  war  as  the  greatest  of 
calamities,  and  spoke  of  peace  as  the  first  of  bless- 
ings; and  yet  all  this  warmth  of  declamation  in 
favor  of  pacific  measures  had  resolved  itself  into 
an  anxiety  to  maintain  it  with  one  nation  only. 
As  to  the  objection  that  the  amendment  was  not 
immediately  connected  with  the  Message  of  the 
President,  Mr.  D.  remarked  that  not  that  commu- 
nication only,  but  the  ^'  state  of  the  Union"  was 
under  consideration,  and  it  was  upon  this  broad 
ground  alone  that  the  resolution  could  have  been 
mtrodoced,  for  it  did  not  naturally  arise  out  of 
the  Message,  which  had  not  proposed  to  Congress 
to  declare  war,  nor  to  act  offensively  in  any 
respect. 

In  attempting  to  render  that  resolution,  by 
amendments,  less  objectionable,  he  would  not  be 
understood  as  approving  it;  for,  although  the  sen- 
timent was  just,  although  the  position  was  true, 
yet  nothing  could  be  more  idle  than  to  employ 
ourselves  in  lengthy  discussions  of  what  it  might 
be  inexpedient  to  do,  at  a  time  when  all  sides  of 
the  House  agreed  that  we  ousht  to  deliberate 
on  what  ought  to  be  done  for  the  defence  of  the 
country. 

How  could  that  committee,  acting  as  they  were 
under  the  most  solemn  commission  that  could  be 
given  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House,  jus- 
tify their  employing  their  time  in  going  the  round 
of  resolutions  upon  what  is  inexpedient  to  be 
done?  This  resolution,  if  agreed  to,  and  a  thou- 
sand others  of  the  same  negative  kind,  would  fur- 
nish no  ground  for  legislation ;  and  to  legislate, 
and  not  to  draw  up  and  adopt  certain  political 
creeds  and  doctrines,  was  the  business  which  they 
were  sent  here  to  perform. 

Mr.  D.  called  the  attention  of  gentlemen  to  the 
Message  of  the  President,  which  they  had  parti- 
cularly quoted,  and  asked  whether  that  commu- 
nication did  not  call  upon  Congress  to  consider 
what  measures  were  expedient  to  be  adopted  for 
"  protecting  our  sea-faring  and  commercial  citi- 
zens, for  defending  any  exposed  portions  of  our 
territory,  for  replenishing  our  arsenals,  for  estab- 
lishing foundries  and  military  manuAictures.  and 
for  providing  such  efficient  revenues  as  will  be 
necessary  to  defray  extra  expenses."  He  repeated 
the  inquiry,  whether  these  important  objects  and 
means  of  aefence  were  not  more  proper  for  their 
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deliberations,  and  more  conformable  to  their  duty 
as  legislators,  than  the  discussion  and  adoption  of 
the  resolution  on  the  table,  which  amounted  to 
nothing  if  carried,  except  to  fix  censure  by  strong 
implication  against  the  first  Magistrate  of  the 
Union? 

If  the  advocates  of  the  resolution  persist  in  op- 
position to  the  amendment,  he  should  be  irresisti- 
h\j  led  to  suppose  that  not  an  earnestness  to  main- 
tarn  peace,  as  was  professed^  but  a  desire  to  have 
it  understood  that  the  President  was  in  favor  of 
war,  and  that  he  was  contemplating  actual  hos- 
tility on  the  part  of  this  country  against  the  Re- 
public, and  that  the  House  of  Representatives  was 
putting  a  veto  by  this  act  upon  such  intention, 
was  the  real  object  of  those  gentlemen. 

Mr.  D.  concluded  with  saving,  that  thev  who 
loved  peace  with  aQ  the  world,  must  vote  for  the 
ameodment ;  but  those  who  regarded  it  only  to- 
wards the  French  Republic  would  be  right  in  ad- 
heriog  to  the  original  proposition. 

Mr.  Shepard  said,  the  resolution  before  the 
committee  seemed  to  carry  with  it  an  idea  that 
the  Message  of  the  President  was  a  declaration  of 
war,  and  that  this  was  to  destroy  its  effect,  and  to 
prevent  them,  if  war  should  be  necessary,  from 
taking  proper  measures  of  defence.  He  was  not 
for  going  to  war ;  but  for  taking  every  measure  to 
keep  out  of  it.  In  order  to  eiSect  this,  he  wished 
to  prepare  for  defence,  which  he  considered  as  the 
best  security  against  war.  He  insisted  upon  our 
right  to  do  this,  regardless  of  any  foreign  nation. 
He  would  not  only  fortify  our  ports,  but  have  armed 
vessels  to  defend  our  coasts,  and  hold  our  mili- 
tia in  requisition.  He  had  neard  the  Message  of 
the  President  called  a  declaration  of  war ;  but,  for 
hb  part,  all  he  had  heard  of  war  was  from  gen- 
tlemen who  are  so  loudly  opposed  to  it,  as  if  they 
were  the  only  men  in  the  country  who  had  any 
value  for  its  peace  and  happiness.  Was  any  part 
of  this  alarm  made  by  men  who  fought  eight 
years  for  the  independence  of  the  country?  No 
such  thing ;  they  wished  the  country  to  remain 
in  peace ;  but  they  wished  it  also  to  be  prepared 
for  war.  He  was  opposed  to  the  resolution ;  but, 
if  it  must  pass,  he  should  wish  it  to  pass  with  the 
amendment. 

Mr.  Harper. — When  this  resolution  was  first 
proposed,  it  appeared  to  him  to  be  one  of  those 
nugatorj  measures  which  mi^ht  either  be  agreed 
to  or  rejected,  without  producing  any  effect ;  and, 
on  til  he  saw  the  resistance  which  was  given  to 
the  amendment,  he  remained  of  the  same  opinion; 
but  now  he  found  it  was  to  say  to  the  French  na- 
tion, '^you  may  commit  against  us  injury  after 
injury,  and  insult  after  insult,  we  never  will  re- 
sist you." 

U  this  were  not  the  intention,  why  resist  the 
amendment?  Taking  this  to  be  the  intention,  he 
should  bestow  some  observations  upon  it.  Gen- 
tlemen preached  about  peace.  They  cry,  "  peace, 
peace,"  as  if  we,  holding  the  scale  of  the  world, 
nad  the  power  to  preserve  it.  Do  not  gentlemen 
know  that  peace  or  war  is  not  in  our  power? 
They  do  know  it,  and  that  all  in  our  power  is  to 
resist,  or  submit.  Was  not  the  clamor  which  was 


heard  about  peace,  in  so  many  words,  saying,  you 
must  submit,  not  only  to  what  injuries  you  have 
received,  but  to  what  you  may  hereafter  receive? 
Was  not  every  advance,  on  our  part,  for  an  ad- 
justment of  differences  met  with  new  injuries  and 
new  insults?  It  would  not  be  denied.  If  peace 
was  all  that  gentlemen  wanted,  they  would  take 
the  resolution  in  general  terms,  as  proposed  to  be 
amended ;  but  their  opposing  it  shows  that  they 
have  no  objection  to  hostilitv,  if  it  be  not  against 
the  French  nation — he  would  not  say  whose  ser- 
vants they  were  desirous  of  being,  but  against 
those  whom  they  dread  they  are  afraid  to  lift  up 
their  finger.  And  this  was  the  spirit  of  peace 
which  they  wished  to  preserve — a  spirit  which  he 
deemed  vile  submission — a  spirit  which  was 
afraid  to  complain,  and  which  met  every  new 
insult  without  murmur. 

Mr.  H.  rejoiced  that  this  amendment  was  made, 
because  it  had  unmasked  the  intentions  of  the 
mover  and  supporters  of  the  original  proposition. 
They  were  now  obliged  to  avow,  it  is  not  peace 
with  all  the  world  which  we  want,  but  peace 
with  France — a  servile  and  abject  submission  to 
one  nation;  a  nation,  in  behalf  of  whom  they  have 
heretofore  been  eager  of  war ;  for,  notwithstand- 
ing alt  their  cries  at  present  for  peace,  peace,  when 
there  is  no  peace,  they  have  on  a  former  occasion 
been  equally  zealous  for  war.  All  their  efforts 
were  then  used  to  involve  this  country  in  war, 
upon  the  side  of  the  French  Republic ;  but  now, 
when  measures  of  resistance  are  called  for — not 
against  France,  but  to  prevent  her  from  wounding 
her  enemy  through  our  sides — their  cry  is  turned 
from  war  to  peace.  This  he  repeated,  and,  if  they 
denied  it,  he  would  refer  to  written  accounts  of 
their  discourses  at  that  time,  which  would  prove 
that  they  had  sought  war  against  Englana,  and 
an  alliance,  offensive  and  defensive,  with  the 
French  Republic.  At  that  time^  he  and  those 
who  generallv  vote  with  him.  desired  peace;  and 
it  required  all  their  skill  and  firmness  to  preserve 
it,  and  much  obloquy  was  thrown  upon  them  on 
account  of  their  exertions.  The  ground  which 
he  and  his  friends  then  took,  was--let  us  first  try 
negotiation;  if  that  fail,  we  will  then  join  you  in 
the  war.  But  these  gentlemen  were,  at  that  time, 
all  in  favor  of  war  measures  in  the  first  instance. 
Whence  now  this  change  of  spirit  ?  What  has 
become  of  the  spirit  of  1794,  when  it  was  said  to 
be  disgraceful  to  negotiate,  and  that  it  would  be 
base  to  surrender  the  independence  of  our  coun- 
try to  a  foreiffn  Power?  He  wished  he  could  see 
the  breasts  of  gentlemen  now  riow  with  the  pa- 
triotism which  then  animated  tnem ;  but,  instead 
of  this,  what  do  we  see  ?  A  spirit  of  the  most  ab- 
ject kind ;  a  spirit  that  would  leave  all  our  pro- 
perty unprotected  beyond  the  limits  of  our  terri- 
tory, so  that  our  commerce,  from  which  is  derived 
five-sixths  of  our  revenue,  is  to  be  abandoned, 
lest,  in  defending  it,  we  should  give  offence  to  the 
French  Republic. 

The  committee  were  now  told  it  would  be  time 
enough  to  prepare  for  war  when  an  invasion  of 
our  country  was  attempted.  And  why  were  they 
told  this  ?    Because  such  an  event  k^ot  likely  to 
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take  place.  GeDtlemen  know  that  all  the  hostili- 
ty which  France  wished  to  commit  against  this 
country  may  be  done  by  destroying  our  com- 
merce. But  they  are  disposed  to  surrender  this 
part  of  our  rights,  rather  than  resist 3  and  what 
security  had  we  that,  if  the  country  were  invaded, 
these  gentlemen  would  then  resist?  He  appre- 
hended that  the  same  spirit  which  led  them  now 
to  submit,  would  continue  to  actuate  them. 

Last  year  gentlemen  were  opposed  to  doing 
anything  which  should  alter  the  state  of  things. 
If  this  negotiation,  said  they,  fail,  we  will  then 
join  you  in  active  measures.  But  now,  when  that 
time  is  come,  they  tell  us  we  must  still  sink  lower, 
and  become  more  degraded.  We  are  to  be  con- 
tented, not  only  to  see  our  ships  captured,  our 
property  destroyed^  our  sailors  led  in  chains, 
our  revenue  annihilated,  but  we  must  see  the 
army  of  the  enemy  attempt  to  land,  before  we 
will  resist. 

Mr.  H.  said  he  would  bring  his  proofs,  to  show 
that  those  gentlemen  who  are  now  so  loud  in  their 
calls  for  peace,  were  heretofore  the  supporters  of 
a  war  system.  For  this  purpose,  he  aaduced  Mr. 
Monroe's  view  of  the  conduct  of  the  Executive  of 
the  United  States,  which,  he  said,  was  a  publica- 
tion whiph  had  met  with  the  most  unbounded 
and  enthusiastic  applauses  from  all  the  party;  and 
he  read  from  it  an  extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr. 
Monroe  to  our  Secretary  of  State,  dated  Paris, 
September  10, 1796,  pages  209  and  210  of  the 
book,  in  which  he  states  it  to  be  his  opinion,  "that 
if  a  suitable  attempt  be  made  to  engSLse  the  aid  of 
the  French  Grovernment  in  support  of  our  claims 
upon  England,  it  may  be  accomplished ;  and  that 
to  secure  success,  it  will  be  necessary  to  take  the 
posts  and  invade  Canada." 

Would  any  man,  said  Mr.  H.,  who  shall  read 
this  i)assage,  say  that  the  system  of  these  gentle- 
men is  a  peace  system  ?  And  besides  this  propo- 
sition for  taking  the  posts  and  invading  Canada, 
the  sameffentleman  proposes  an  advance  to  France 
of  five  millions  of  dollars.  Yet  these  are  the  gen- 
tlemen who  now  are  willing  to  say  to  France, 
^"  We  will  not  fight  you  j  we  give  you  license  to 
do  us  all  the  injury  you  please.  You  may  fit  out 
half  a  dozen  frigates,  which  will  be  able  to  block 
up  our  ports ;  and  we  give  you  this  notice  that 
you  may  efiect  your  purjDOse  with  little  expense, 
and  not  prepare  a  large  neet  for  the  purpose." 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Qiles,) 
whose  zeal  for  keeping  this  country  in  an  abso- 
lutely defenceless  state,  has  surpassed  all  the  zeal 
he  ever  before  displayed,  except  that  which  he 
had  shown  on  a  former  occasion  for  bringing  us 
into  war,  has  told  us  that  peace  is  the  best  thing 
we  can  have  ;  and  that  it  would  be  knight-errant- 
ry to  attempt  to  defend  our  property  at  sea.  Af- 
ter our  Ministers  have  been  sent  ofi;  and  a  decree 
passed  which  must  destroy  our  commerce,  and 
which  had  been  already  allowed  to  be  just  cause 
of  war,  this  was  the  language  of  that  gentleman 
on  the  present  occasion.  To  show  this  gentle- 
man's consistency^  and  because  his  language  was 
at  that  time  so  spirited,  so  American,  and  carried 
with  it  so  much  force  and  energy,  he  could  not 


forbear  reading  an  extract  from  his  speech  on  the 
28lh  of  March,  1794,  upon  Mr.  Dayton's  motion 
to  sequestrate  British  debts.  The  question  was 
not  then  whether  we  should  arm  for  our  defence, 
but  whether  we  should  make  an  attempt  at  nego- 
tiation. The  arguments  of  the  eentleman  were, 
it  is  true,  somewhat  misplaced,  though  they  were 
nevertheless  patriotic  and  admirable ;  and  he 
could  not  account  for  the  strange  contrast  of  his 

E resent  sentiments  on  any  other  ground  than  that 
e  believed  the  true  interest  of  Uiis  country  was 
only  to  be  efiected  by  a  treaty  of  alliance  with 
France  and  war  with  her  enemy.  Gentlemen 
who  were  on  a  former  occasion  in  favor  of  spirit- 
ed measures  in  defence  of  our  rights,  and  were  on 
this  occasion  the  same,  are  consistent;  though 
their  arguments  might  not  altogether  be  properly 
timed,  yet  they  were  radically  right. 

Mr.  H.  then  proceeded  to  read  and  comment 
upon  Mr.  Giles's  speech  on  Mr.  Dayton's 
motion,  contrasting  all  alonj^  the  sentiments  he 
then  delivered,  which  were  in  favor  of  the  most 
spirited  measures  against  England,  witn  his  pre- 
sent opinions  with  respect  to  France ;  in  doing 
which  he  paid  the  highest  possible  encomiums  to 
the  talents  and  style  of  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia. 

After  finishing  this  contrast,  Mr.  H.  spoke  of 
the  propriety  with  which  his  colleague  had  in- 
troduced the  account  of  the  treatment  which  Ve- 
nice had  received  from  the  French  Republic. 
Yet  gentlemen  had  asked  whether  this  was  a 
cause  of  war  for  us?  The  circumstance,  they 
well  knew,  was  introduced  merely  to  show  the 
efiect  which  a  tame,  submissive  conduct  was 
likely  to  produce ;  but.  the^r  had  chosen  to  give 
it  this  turn,  in  order  to  avoid  the  point  which  it 
contained. 

Mr.  H.  said,  he  would  bring  another  example 
to  the  view  of  the  committee.  He  meant  that  of 
Switzerland.  Attempt  after  attempt  had  been 
made  by  France  on  the  independence  of  that 
country.  After  going  a  variety  of  lengths,  they 
effected  their  purpose  of  driving  from  thence  that 
unfortunate  class  oi  men,  the  emigrants,  who  had 
been  persecuted  by  those  who  had  usurped  all  au- 
thority in  Franc^  and  who  sought  the  rights  of 
hospitality  amongst  them.  New  aggressions  were 
made ;  they  took  possession  of  a  part  of  the  Swiss 
territory,  and  displaced  their  magistrates.  Seeing 
that  every  submission  invited  fresh  insult^  they 
united,  hand  in  hand,  took  up  arms,  and  reinstat- 
ed the  magistrates  who  had  been  aisplaced,  and 
resolved  to  live  free  or  die.  What  was  the  con- 
sequence of  this  spirited  conduct  ?  The  French 
withdrew  from  their  territory,  disavowed  the 
measures  of  their  General,  andaeclared  that  they 
desired  nothing  more  than  to  leave  the  Swiss  in 
full  possession  of  their  rights. 

Let  us.  said  Mr.  H.,  take  warning  by  this  ener- 
getic example  of  the  Swiss.  Let  us  now  begin 
to  resist.  Let  us  declare  that  we  wish  to  preserve 
peace  with  all  the  world;  that  we  allow  that 
peace  is  ffood,  but  that  we  believe  independence  is 
better;  that  peace  is  desirable,  but  not  at  any 
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price — and  then  Prance  will  relinquish  her  ag- 
gressions. 

At  this  point  the  committee  rose  and  had  leave 
to  sit  again. 


Thursday,  March  29. 

Mr.  JosfAH  Parker  presented  the  petition  of 
the  merchants  of  Norfolk,  prayinj|  for  a  light- 
house to  be  erected  on  Old  Point  Comfort,  toge- 
ther with  a  copy  of  an  act  of  the  Le^slature  of 
Virginia,  ceding  two  acres  of  land  lor  the  pur- 
pose. Referred  to  the  Committee  of  Commerce 
and  Manufactures. 

RELATIONS  WITH  FRANCE. 

The  House  a^in  resolved  itselt  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  slate  of  the  Union. 
and  the  amendment  to  the  first  resolution  movea 
by  Mr.  Sprigq,  as  to  the  inexpediency,  under  ex- 
isting circumstances,  of  resorting  to  war  against 
the  French  Republic,  which  amendment  is,  to 
strike  out  the  words  "  French  Republic,"  being 
under  consideration, 

Mr.  QiLE9  rose.  It  would  be  recoUected.  he 
said,  that  yesterday  an  attack  had  been  made  upon 
him,  as  indecent  in  its  manner  as  it  was  in  itself 
novel  and  unprecedented.  He  had  been  eight 
years  in  Congress,  but  he  never  before  heard  so 
direct  and  personal  an  attack.  He  was  pleased, 
however,  that  it  had  been  made,  and  only  regret- 
ted that  his  state  of  health  was  such  as,  he  feared, 
would  not  suffer  him  to  go  so  fully  into  a  refuta- 
tion of  the  charges  which  had  been  brought  against 
him  as  he  could  wish.  He  should,  however,  state 
such  circumstances  as  woi|ld  not  only  disprove 
the  facts  alleged  against  him,  but  also  prove  that 
the  reverse  of  them  was  true.  In  doing  which, 
he  begged  to  be  corrected  if  he  should  misstate 
aoythmg. 

The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  Har- 
pbr)  had  said  ^'  that  it  had  been  the  object  of  him- 
self and  his  associates,  but  particular!]^  of  him- 
self, since  the  year  1794,  to  go  to  war  with  Great 
Britain,  if  possible,  and  to  enter  into  a  treaty  of 
alliance,  offensive  and  defensive,  with  France." 
This  charge  he  declared  to  be  entirely  void  of 
truth.  He  knew  that  slanders  of  this  kind  had 
been  circulated  in  an  artful  manner  through  the 
United  States  from  that  time  to  the  present,  but 
he  never  before  heard  the  charge  publicly  made. 
Being  made,  he  would  reAite  it,  though  it  had 
been  the  foundation  of  two  long  speeches  of  that 
gentleman  ;  for,  whenever  slander  assumes  an 
erect  front,  it  is  dissipated  by  the  first  ray  of  truth 
which  meets  it. 

He  trusted  he  should  prove,  by  a  reference  to 
the  debate  which  had  already  been  quoted,  and  to 
others,  that  he  had  never  been  in  favor  of  a  war 
with  Great  Britain ;  and  as  to  an  alliance,  offen- 
sive and  defensive,  with  France,  he  never  heard 
such  a  proposition  in  private  conversation,  and  it 
will  be  allowed  that  no  such  proposition  was  ever 
publiclyr  made. 

The  inconsistency  of  his  conduct  had  been  spo- 
ken of.    The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina 
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said  it  was  unaccountable  to  him  how  the  author 
of  such  animated  sentiments  as  were  delivered  by 
him,  (Mr.  G.,)  in  1794,  could  now  utter  sentiments 
so  groveling  and  pitiful  as  those  heard  from  him. 
He  wished  the  gentleman  had  selected  the  passa* 
ges  to  which  he  alluded,  as  he  himself  was  un- 
conscious of  any  difference  between  those  which 
he  then  delivered  and  his  present  sentiments. 
From  the  year  1794  to  the  present  period,  he  had 
uniformly  declared  it  to  be  nis  opinion  "that  war 
is  justifiable  only  in  case  of  self-defence." 

If  boldness  of  assertion  and  dogmatism  of  ex- 
pression would  have  availed,  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  must  have  been  victorious;  but 
he  would  beg  to  turn  the  attention  of  the  com- 
mittee to  facts.  That  gentleman  had  first  intro- 
duced the  book  of  Mr.  Monroe,  the  sentiments  of 
which,  he  said,  certain  gentlemen^  by  their  appro- 
bation of  it,  had  adopted  as  their  own.  Mr.  G. 
said  he  had  read  the  book,  and  had  found  a  great 
deal  to  commend  in  it,  and  little  to  condemn. 
Human  nature  was  liable  to  err.  If  the  gentle- 
men himself  were  to  review  his  own  political 
history,  he  doubted  whether  it  would  be  found  to 
be  always  consistent.  There  might  have  been 
errors  in  Mr.  Monroe's  Ministry,  but  he  believed 
they  would  be  found  to  be  as  few  as  ever  attend- 
ed a  negotiation  which  was  encompassed  with  so 
many  difficulties. 

What,  he  asked,  was  the  letter  which  the  gen- 
tleman read  from  his  book  ?  It  was  a  letter  da- 
ted December  5. 1794.  This  was  not  a  letter  from 
Mr.  Monroe  to  nis  associates,  but  to  the  Secreta- 
ry of  State ;  and.  if  any  conspiracy  was  intend- 
ed. General  Washington  and  his  Secretaries  must 
have  been  the  conspirators.  He  saw  nothing 
more  in  this  letter  than  a  suggestion  of  what 
might  be  done  if  the  Government  thought  pro- 
per. Mr.  G.  stated  the  situation  of  things  at  that 
time.  In  the  Autumn  of  1794  the  President  laid 
before  Congress  a  'communication  stating  that 
nothing  further  could  be  done  between  this  coun- 
try and  Great  Britain  by  way  of  negotiation,  and 
what  remained  to  be  done  was  left  to  Congress. 
There  never  was  so  threatening  a  state  of  affairs 
between  Great  Britain  and  this  country;,  since  the 
Revolution,  as  at  that  period.  At  the  time,  there- 
fore, when  Mr.  Monroe  wrote  the  letter  in  ques- 
tioc,  he  could  not  possibly  know  the  state  of  af- 
fairs here,  or  whetner  they  would  come  to  an 
amicable  settlement,  and  it  was  right  in  him,  and 
it  would  have  been  criminal  not  to  have  done  it, 
to  state  what  it  was  likely  might  be  done  by 
France  in  our  favor  in  case  of  extremities.  He 
would  only  add  one  further  remark,  as  he  should 
have  occasion  to  defend  himself  more  than  Mr. 
Monroe,  which  was,  that  he  was  at  least  as  hon- 
orable a  character  as  any  of  his  calumniators  5 
that  while  he  was  in  France  he  effected  much 
good,  and  that  since  he  came  away  we  had  expe- 
rienced much  injury.  If  gentlemen  would  ex- 
amine the  state  of  tnings  when  he  first  went  to 
France,  what  our  situation  was  when  he  came 
away,  and  what  it  is  now,  he  thought  this  would 
appear  evident. 

The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  donbtless, 
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after  examining  all  the  remarks  he  could  find  of 
his,  had  brougnt  forward  a  debate  which  took 
place  in  1794.  To  follow  the  gentleman  would 
be  a  disagreeable  task  \  but  as  it  would  serve  to 
elucidate  a  truth  which  it  was  necessary  to  un- 
fold, he  should  undertake  it,  and  show  that,  in- 
stead of  these  remarks  being  in  favor  of  war,  they 
were  founded  in  the  most  zealous  wish  for  peace. 
Mr.  G.  proceeded  to  read  his  remarks  on  Mr.  Day- 
ton's motion  for  a  sequestration  of  British  debts, 
which,  as  the  mover  would  recollect,  be  said,  was 
a  mere  arrestation  of  British  debts,  which  was 

Proposed  as  a  preventive  of  war,  by  holding  in  our 
ands  what  was  within  our  power,  as  a  pledge  for 
the  good  behaviour  of  that  country,  in  order  to 
preserve  peace.  Mr.  G.  stated  the  situation  of 
things  to  be  different  from  that  which  Mr.  Har- 
per had  represented  it  to  be,  as  the  Legislature 
had  no  knowledge  of  any  negotiation  l^iuj^  set 
on  foot  with  Great  Britain  at  tnat  time.  This  de- 
bate took  place  on  the  38th  of  March,  when  they 
had  been  informed  by  the  President  that  nothing 
further  could  be  done  by  him,  and  the  negotiation 
was  not  heard  from  until  the  19th  of  April  fol- 
lowing. A  part  of  the  system  proposed  was  an 
embargo,  and  another  a  suspension  of  intercourse 
with  Great  Britain.  This  bill  passed  this  House, 
but  was  ne^tived  in  the  Senate,  by  the  casting 
vote  of  the  vice  President,  who  is  now  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States ;  and  if  this  bill  had 
been  carried  into  a  law,  the  other  regulation  for 
arresting  the  British  debts  would  evidently  have 
been  a  proper  measure. 

Mr.  G.  continued  to  read  a  number  of  extracts 
from  the  speeches  to  illustrate  his  position,  which 
he  interspersed  with  the  following  remarks,  name- 
ly: that  instead  of  being  in  favor  of  war,  he  had 
always  wished  that  we  mi^ht  keep  in  peace  and 
unconnected  with  any  foreign  Power.  He  hoped 
this  was  at  present  a  pretty  unanimous  opinion, 
and  that  we  should  not  look  out  for  any  aid  from 
foreign  Powers.  He  believed  the  people  of  the 
United  States  were  not  ready  to  go  to  war ;  if 
they  were,  he  should  consider  them  as^ fools;  but 
he  was  convinced  they  would  never  go  to  war  for 
the  sake  of  a  few  individuals.  No  people  could 
wish  for  a  military  despotism,  and  tnis  must  be 
the  consequence  of  a  war.  He  had  been  charged, 
l^e  said,  with  a  peculiar  enmity  against  Great  Bri- 
tain ;  but  even  after  it  was  known,  in  1792,  that 
the  treaties  of  Pilnitz  and  Pavia  were  entered 
into  for  the  starving  of  France,  at  a  time  when 
the  enthusiasm  for  the  cause  of  France  was  at  its 
highest  pitch  in  this  country,  he  was  willing,  on 
account  of  a  violation  of  our  neutral  rights  by 
France,  which  took  place  in  consequence  of  those 
treaties,  (as  he  showed  from  the  debates  at  that 
time,)  to  lay  hold  of  such  part  of  the  debt  due 
from  this  country  to  that,  as  should  cover  the  in- 
juries conimitted.  Did  this,  he  asked,  look  like 
partiality  in  favor  of  one  nation  more  than  an- 
other ? 

To  confirm  what  he  had  said  with  respect  to 
his  continued  opposition  to  war,  Mr.  G.  had  next 
recourse  to  a  debate  on  the  subject  of  providing  a 
naval  armament,  against  which,  he  said,  he  had 


always  voted,  as  he  looked  upon  the  existence  of 
a  navy  and  tne  discharge  of  a  public  debt  as  in- 
compatible thioffs ;  for  no  nation  that  ever  went 
into  the  establishment  of  a  navy,  ever  did  or  ever 
will  discharge  their  public  debt ;  and  therefore, 
though  we  mifi^ht  experience  some  evils  for  want 
of  a  navy,  we  should  meet  with  none  so  great  as  the 
saddling  of  ourselves,  and  all  posterity,  with  a 
debt  proportioned  to  the  number  of  our  battle- 
ships. When  he  found  the  law  for  building  the 
frigates  would  pass,  he  stated  it  as  his  conso&tion 
that  the  trees  from  which  the  frigates  were  to  be 
built  w^e  still  growing,  and,  as  it  would  of  course 
take  much  time  to  get  them  ready,  it  would  give 
us  a  chance  of  preserving  peace.  His  apprehen- 
sion at  that  time  was,  that  if  we  soon  got  the  fri- 
fi^tes  to  sea  we  should  be  involved  in  the  war  in 
favor  of  France. 

Mr.  G.  next  had  recourse  to  the  debate  on  the 
British  Treaty  ^  at  which  time,  he  said,  the  cry  of 
war  was  resounding  from  one  end  of  the  Union 
to  the  other,  though,  in  his  opinion,  there  never 
was  a  period  when  there  was  less  prospect  of  a 
war  with  Great  Britain  than  at  that  time.  After 
noticing  several  observations  made  on  that  occa- 
sion, Mr.  G.  observed,  that  yesterday  the  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina  said,  "  what  security- 
have  we  that  these  gentlemen  will  go  to  the  ex- 
tent that  they  say  they  are  ready  to  go  ?"  Who, 
said  Mr.  G.,  are  "  we  ?"  Who  is  authorized  to 
put.  that  question  to  an  independent  citizen  of  the 
United  States?  Had  not  he,  and  those  with  whom 
be  acted,  as  much  at  stake  as  that  sentlemaa 
and  his  associates?  In  many  respects  he  was  un- 
willing to  compare  himself  with  that  gentleman 
and  his  friends ;  but  in  this  respect  he  was  not 
afraid  to  do  it.  Have  that  gentleman  and  his  as- 
sociates a  greater  claim  to  patriotism  than  others  ? 
If  they  have  let  them  show  it.  Or  have  they 
greater  domestic  inducements  to  value  their  hap- 
piness in  the  country  ?  He  believed  not.  He  could 
say  for  himself  that  he  had  never  adopted  a  short 
way  of  getting  wealth,  nor  had  anything  to  do 
with  notes  and  banks ;  ne  owed  no  man  anything 
which  he  could  not  pay  on  demand ;  be  had  been 
placed  in  a  moderate  sphere  of  life,  and  did  not 
desire  wealth.  Whence,  said  he,  arises  the  cla- 
mor for  hostile  measures — for  resistance?  Not 
from  our  independent  yeomanry,  nor  from  men 
who  are  the  most  deeply  interested  in  the  welfare 
of  our  country,  or  surrounded  with  domestic  com- 
forts, but  from  men  of  a  difierent  description — 
from  speculators,  and  men  who  have  few  attach- 
ments to  it. 

Mr.  G.  did  not  believe  that  we  stood  upon  such 
unequivocal  groimd  with  respect  to  France  as  we 
formerly  stood  upon  with  respect  to  Great  Britain. 
This  had  long  been  his  opinion ;  and  though  we 
have  heavy  complaints  to  make  ajs^inst  France, 
the)r  were  not  without  just  complaints  against  us, 
arising  principally  from  the  operation  of  the  Brit- 
ish Treaty,  that  fatal  instrument  to  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  G.  read  some  of  the  articles  of  the  treaty, 
and  his  former  remarks  thereon,  and  denied  that 
there  was  any  well-founded  apprehension  of  war 
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at  the  time  it  was  under  discassion.  He  also  no- 
ticed the  assertion  which  had  frequently  been 
made,  of  the  French  Directory  receiving  lessons 
from  this  country,  which,  he  said,  was  too  absurd 
to  be  believed. 

Though  he  thought  France  had  just  ground  of 
complaint  againt  this  country,  he  did  not  mean  to 
justify  her  conduct  towards  us.  He  thought  she 
ouffht  to  have  received  our  Ministers ;  and,  if  they 
had  not  agreed,  to  have  taken  such  measures  as 
they  thought  proper.  But  this  is  supposing  our 
Ministers  clothed  with  sufficient  powers;  if  they 
were  not,  there  would  be  some  ground  of  justifi- 
cation for  their  conduct.  The  President  of  the 
United  States  is  in  the  possession  of  information 
which  would  satisfy  the  Congress  and  the  people 
in  this  respect,  but  he  has  thought  proper  to  with- 
hold it,  and  therefore  he  alone  is  responsible. 
There  was  one  circumstance,  he  said,  verv  unac- 
countable in  this  business.  The  President  in- 
formed the  House  that  he  had  received  certain 
papers,  and  says,  ^^  I  have  considered  these  papers; 
1  have  deliberated  upon  them*;  I  have  not  sent 
them  to  you,  but  require  you  to  act  upon  them ;  I 
call  upon  you  to  take  energetic  measures,  and  re- 
quest you  will  provide  sufficient  revenue."  The 
House  has  been  thus  obliged  to  take  up  the  sub- 
ject in  the  dark,  is  this,  said  he,  a  desirable  state 
for  the  Legislature  to  be  placed  rn  ?  Is  it  not  ra- 
ther a  degraded  state?  He  thoug[ht  it  was ;  and 
when  party  rage  shall  subside,  and  it  shall  be  seen 
tliat  the  Executive  is  pursuing^  hostile  measures, 
and  keeping  back  all  information  from  Congress, 
this  conduct  would  be  deemed  extraordinary.  He 
was  far  from  saying  the  Executive  had  not 'done 
what  was  proper.  He  could  not  say  so,  because 
he  had  seen  no  evidence  upon  which  to  form  a 
judgment ;  but  it  left  a  strong  impression  on  his 
mind  that  something  was  not  correct,  which  was 
the  reason  the  expected  papers  were  not  sent. 

The  first  Speech  of  the  present  President,  he 
said,  contained  some  sentiments  on  the  subject  of 
the  balance  of  power,  which  he  was  far  from  ap- 

§  roving.  He  states  *'  that  whether  the  United 
itates  will,  or  not,  the  Powers  of  Europe  will  con- 
sider them  as  constituting  a  part  of  the  balance  of 
power.  Mr.  G.  did  not  know  whether  this  vras  a 
net  or  not,  but  if  it  were,  bethought  we  ought  not 
to  have  submitted  to  have  been  so  considered 
without  opposition.  But  the  President  takes  it 
for  g^ranted,  and  proceeds  to  act  upon  it.  Knowing 
tke  political  sentiments  of  the  President,  he 
thought  this  a  dangerous  doctrine  in  his  hands. 
Mr.  Q.  said  he  never  believed  there  was  anything 
like  a  real  balance  of  power  in  Europe ;  it  was  a 
mere  imaginary  thin?,  and  he  thought  there  could 
Bot  be  a  more  ridiculous  figure  drawn  than  that 
of  a  President  of  the  United  States  attempting  to 
adjust  the  balance  of  power  in  Europe. 

Mr.  Q.  quoted  a  para|rraph  from  the  last  Speech 
of  the  President,  speaking  of  the  disadjusted  state 
of  Europe,  which  he  thought  very  improperly  ap- 
plied to  France,  at  a  time  he  did  not  know  whether 
our  Ministers  were  received  or  not. 

He  also  a^ain  referred  to  what  the  President  says 
ttt  his  late  Message  with  respect  to  the  change  of 


circumstances,  which  he  still  thinks  he  meant  to 
apply  to  a  change  from  neutrality  in  the  country 
to  something  like  war.  And  in  these  circumstan- 
ces, said  he,  are  the  people  of  the  United  States  to 
be  led  on  from  step  to  step,  until  they  are  irreco- 
verably involved  in  war  1  And  are  the  people  to 
be  told  that  this  is  a  trifling  question?  When  all 
the  country  is  in  commotion,  and  when  the  i>eo- 
ple  are  preparing  their  petitions  for  peace,  (^ which 
he  thought  very  proper,)  he  was  not  willinfi^  to 
proceed  until  the  present  question  was  decided. 

He  would  suggest  another  idea.  He  had  heard 
a  variety  of  observations  from  different  quarters, 
that,  at  a  period  not  very  far  distant  from  the  pre-> 
sent,  a  more  intimate  connexion  between  this 
countrv  and  Great  Britain  than  at  present  exists, 
is  likely  to  take  place.  And  yet  gentlemen  are 
perpetually  crying.  What !  give  up  your  indepen- 
dence !  Do  you  prefer  peace  to  independence  ?  He 
would  answer.  No ;  for  independence  he  should 
be  ready  at  all  times  to  make  war.  But  are  we, 
said  he.  called  upon  to  fight  for  speculative  inde- 
pendence, and,  at  the  same  time,  willing  to  com- 
mit our  real  independence  to  the  mercy  of  another 
nation  ?  Where,  he  asked,  is  the  di&erence  be- 
tween depending  upon  the  French  or  British  na- 
tion ?  Except^  indeed,  (as  he  believed  was  the 
speculative  opinions  of  some  gentlemen,)  there 
was  an  intention  of  assimilating  the  British  and 
American  Governments. 

Gentlemen  talked  of  newspapers.  He  would 
say  a  word  on  that  subject.  Tnere  are  two  papers, 
said  he,  printed  in  this  city,  which  not  only  breathe 
defensive,  but  ofiensive  war  of  the  worst  kind. 
One  of  these  papers,  he  believed,  was  particularly 
countenanced  by  the  Government ;  the  other  was 
pri  n ted  by  an  i  nfamous  scoundrel,  a  British  subject^ 
a  paper  which  he  was  sorry  to  find  too  much  coun- 
tenanced. This  paper  not  only  breathes  war,  but 
exterminating  war.  And  this  paper,  issued  from 
a  British  press,  spreads  its  baneful  sentiments 
throughout  the  country.  He  proclaimed  this  fact ; 
and  he  should  think  himself  a  traitor  to  his  coun- 
try, not  to  proclaim  it. 

Mr.  G.  next  noticed  the  impeachment  of  W. 
Blount,  late  a  Senator  of  the  United  States.  It  is 
known,  said  he,  that  the  British  Minister  here, 
actually  gave  money  to  an  American  citizen,  paid 
his  passage,  and  sent  him  to  Europe,  to  know 
whether  nis  Court  would  concur  in  tne  plan  of 
an  invasion  ol  the  Spanish  territory,  for  being  en- 
gaged in  which  Mr.  Blount  has  been  impeached. 
Could  any  one  deny  the  fact  ?  They  could  not ; 
it  had  been  given  in  evidence  before  the  commits 
tee.  There  mic^ht  be  many  other  facts  connected 
with  this,  but  ne  confined  himself  to  what  ap- 
peared in  evidence.  This  person,  who  was  sent 
to  England,  was  the  confidential  agent  of  the  Bci- 
tish  Minister  here.  [Mr.  Habper  said  that  was 
not  true.  Mr.  Giles  called  for  the  reading  of  Mr. 
Davy's  evidence  on  the  subject  of  the  impeachment, 
which  was  read  accordingly ;  when  it  appeared 
that  the  expression  there  used  was  connaential 
person.]  Mr.  G.  believed  a  confidential  person 
was  a  confidential  agent.  He  was  about  to  re- 
mark that  these  circumstaBces  had  appeared  to 
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the  House  at  preseat.  He  could  not  help  recol- 
lecting how  dinerent  was  the  conduct  of  this  Gov- 
ernment towards  the  Minister  of  another  country, 
when  he  had  been  guilty  of  misconduct.  Was 
there  not  an  instant  demand  to  his  Court  to  have 
him  recalled  1  And  the  demand  was  proper  and 
right,  and  he  could  not  account  for  a  contrary  con- 
duct in  the  other  case  which  he  had  mentioned. 

Mr.  G.  would  say  a  few  words  as  to  the  effect 
which  the  late  French  decree  would  be  likely  to 
produce  upon  this  country.  The  committee  had 
been  told,  by  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina, 
that  it  would  effectually  destroy  our  revenue.  He 
believed  he  was  mistaken  in  this.  To  France  and 
to  those  nations  who  may  be  supposed  to  be  under 
her  influence,  we  last  year  exported  to  the  amount 
of  $36^000,000,  and  to  Great  Britain  $8,000,000 ; 
two-thirds  of  which  are  re-exported  to  the  coun- 
tries above  mentioned. 

Against  whom,  then,  are  we  to  arm  ?  Against 
those  who  receive  $36,000,000.  for  the  protection 
of  the  $8,000,000.  two-thirds  of  which  are  re-ex- 
ported. How,  he  asked,  would  this  operate? 
Would  the  decree  stop  the  importation  of  British 
goods  1  No,  it  might  lessen  them,  but  would  not 
stop  them,  as  th^  British  would  become,  in  some 
measure^  their  own  carriers;  and,  as  their  vessels 
paid  a  higher  duty  in  our  ports  than  our  owo,  it  is 
probable  our  revenue  would  not  be  greatly  lessen- 
ed. It  was  possible,  however,  that  there  might  be 
some  abuse  of  the  decree  in  carrying  it  into  ex- 
ecution. 

He  was  as  much  opposed  to  the  decree  of  the 
Executive  Directory  as  any  man,  but  not  so  much 
on  account  of  any  loss  we  shall  sustain  from  it,  as 
from  its  being  an  attack  upon  our  neutral  rights, 
which  he  preferred  to  money.  The  British  Treaty 
had  authorized  two  acts  that  took  place  in  Janua- 
ry last,  which  will  transfer  the  carrying  trade 
from  American  to  British  vessels ;  but  those  acts 
will  not  affect  our  vessels  going  to  France.  Spain, 
or  Holland.  He  supposed,  therefore,  tnat  our 
commerce  would  not  be  very  materially  injured 
by  the  French  Decree.  He  did  not  know  but  it 
would  even  be  upon  a  better  footing  than  at  pres- 
ent, as  there  would  be  more  security  for  it.  At 
any  rate,  no  rash  measures  ought  to  be  taken, until 
we  see  how  the  decree  is  to  he  executed. 

No  one  could  say  what  farther  measures  were 
contemplated  by  the  French  Government;  but 
the  resolution  on  the  table  only  went  to  say,  that 
at  this  day  we  are  not  disposed  to  resort  to  war. 
]^e  wished  to  make  a  distinction.  It  was  said  by 
gentlemen  that  those  who  are  not  willing  to  re- 
sort to  war  are  unwilling  to  prepare  for  it ;  he 
was  and  always  had  been  willing  to  put  the  coun- 
try in  a  state  of  preparation,  according  to  the  ex- 
tent of  our  means. 

The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  had  yes- 
terday spoken  of  the.  great  importance  of  the  Bri- 
tish fleet.  He  did  not  mean  now  to  make  any 
comparison  between  the  fleets  of  Great  Britain 
and  France.  With  respect  to  the  British  fleet, 
he  looked  upon  it  as  ruinous  to  the  country,  and 
predicted,  that  if  the  present  fleet  survives  two 


years,  the  nation  sinks.  It  is  impossible  it  should 
proceed  much  farther.  Gentlemen  may  say  tbta 
has  lon^  been  foretold;  but  there  never  was  be- 
fore a  time  when  this  was  so  evident.  What,, 
said  he,  are  the  British  now  supported  by  ?  By 
the  body  of  merchants.  The  baSak  is  gone,  and 
probably  will  never  recover  itself.  It  is  of  little 
consequence  whether  France  invades  England  or 
not,  England  must  fall.  On  the  other  hand,  the 
population  of  France  is  thirty  millions ;  she  has 
the  finest  country  in  Europe ;  her  military  skill  is 
great,  and  she  is  possessed  of  most  of  the  lortifica- 
tions  of  Europe.  And  are  we  to  en^a^e  in  the 
carnage  of  the  human  species,  at  this  late  day,, 
against  that  country  ?  He  hoped  not.  Besides, 
suppose  we  were  to  ioin  England  in  the  war,  ana 
be  successful,  would  she  not  have  an  interest  in 
the  destruction  of  our  commerce  at  the  termina- 
tion of  the  war  ?  She  certainly  would ;  and  though 
she  may  now  see  a  current  in  her  favor  in  the 
United  States,  and  propose  measures  which  may 
appear  flattering,  yet  her  disposition  to  favor  thiiB> 
country  would  not  outlive  her  interest. 

Perhaps  gentlemen  may  say,  what  will  you  da 
if  France  carries  her  injuries  farther  7  ''I  would* 
said  he,  draw  ourselves  within  ourselres.  I  would 
sooner  (though  I  do  not  pledge  myself  to  do  it) 
indemnify  our  commercial  citizens  than  go  to 
war.  I  am  now,  and  always  have  been,  for 
peace." 

He  trusted  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina 
was,  by  this  time,  pretty  well  satisfied  as  to  the 
inaccuracy  of  his  statement.  Before  gentlemen 
make  charges  of  inconsistency  against  others,  they 
should  be  sure  that  they  themselves  stand  firm  in 
that  respect.  That  gentleman  ought  to  have 
looked  back  upon  his  own  conduct  in  1792  and 
1793.  He  had  been  informed  that  that  gentleman 
was  at  that  time  a  member  of  an  affiliated  society 
of  Jacobins.  [Mr.  Harper  said  it  was  not  true.] 
He  believed,  however,  all  the  gentlemen  who 
knew  him  at  that  time  would  do  him  the  credit 
to  say,  that  he  was  one  of  the  most  eloquent  de- 
claimers  of  that  day  in  favor  of  the  rights  of  man. 
But  his  inconsistency  had  even  appeared  within 
these  two  days.  When  the  present  proposition  was 
first  laid  on  the  table,  he  rejoiced  that  there  was 
a  prospect  of  all  uniting  in  manifesting  a  disposi- 
tion for  peace ;  but  che  next  day  he  used  argu- 
ments which  went  to  the  destruction  of  the  reso- 
lution. 

The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  (Gen.  Shep- 
ard)  had  made  a  remark  which  he  must  notice ; 
it  was,  that  he  assumed  to  dictate  to  others  what 
was  proper  to  be  done.  Of  this  he  vras  not  justly 
chargeable.  That  gentleman  told  the  committee 
he  was  a  warrior ;  he  venerated  him  as  such — he 
was  a  warrior  in  a  glorious  cause ;  but  whilst  he 
venerated  him  as  a  soldier,  he  had  to  regret  the 
political  prejudices  under  which  he  labored,  which 
could  suffer  him  to  attribute  a  motive  of  that  kind 
to  him.  The  gentleman  from  New  York  (Mr. 
Brooks)  had  also  told  the  committee  he  had  also 
been  in  service  in  the  Revolution.  This  he  did 
not  know  before  he  heard  it  from  the  gentleman 
himself.    But  he  had  since  been  told  he  was  en- 
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gaged  in  the  hoDorable  and  humane  employment 
of  clothier  to  the'  army.  [Mr.  Brooks  said,  he 
had  the  honor  of  taking  up  arms  in  defence  of  his 
country,  which  he  carried  until  he  was  taken  pri- 
soner. He  was  a  prisoner  eighteen  months,  and 
when  he  was  set  at  liberty  he  found  his  vacancy 
was  not  preserved  for  him.  He  then  served  his 
country  in  a  different  line,  and  he  believed  in  a 
manner  which  entitled  him  to  at  least  as  much 
merit  as  he  had  assumed.  He  believed  that  pro- 
viding the  army  with  clothing  was  an  essential 
part  of  the  service ;  but,  (said  he,  with  great 
warmth,)  if  the  gentleman  doubts  my  being  a 
soldier,  I  am  here  to  answer  him.  [A  loud  cry  of 
order,  and  Mr.  B.  sat  down.] 

Mr.  6.  said,  he  had  received  this  information 
from  one  of  the  gentleman's  friends.  He  made 
the  inquiry,  because  he  did  not  know  what  ser- 
vices he  had  performed ;  and  he  assured  him  the 
information  which  he  had  received  had  tended  to 
raise,  rather  than  sink  him  in  his  estimation ;  but 
he  was  not  alarmed  at  being  told  be  was  a  soldier, 

It  had  been  said  'of  the  resolution  before  the 
committee,  that  by  stating^ we  are  not  ready  to  re-- 
sort to  war  against  the  French  Republic,  that  it 
might  be  implied  we  are  ready  to  go  to  war  with 
some  other  nation.  That  this  idea  might  be  done 
away,  if  gentlemen  will  permit  the  words  "against 
the  French  Republic"  to  remain.  If  the  mover 
would  give  his  consent,  he  should  have  no  ob- 
jection to  add  the  words,  "  or  any  other  nation." 

Mr.  Harper  hoped,  as  he  had  been  particularly 
alluded  to  by  the  gentleman  who  had  just  sat  down, 
he  should  not  be  considered  as  tr^passing  on  the 
patience  of  the  committee  in  an  unreasonable  man- 
ner, if  he  made  a  lew  remarks  in  reply,  though  he 
did  not  mean  to  do  it  generally,  as  he  perceived 
others  had  imdertaken  to  do  that^  whom  he  was 
conscious  were  better  able  to  do  it  than  Jiimself. 
He  was  cidled  up  merely  by  the  gentleman's  per- 
sonal observations. 

In  the  first  place,  he  was  charged  with  great 
indecency  in  briuging  forward  and  commenting 
upon  the  gentleman's  own  speech.  He  left  it  to 
the  committee  to  determine  with  what  propriety 
this  complaint  came  from  a  person  who  has  omit- 
ted no  opportunity  of  attributing  the  worst  of  mo- 
tives, not  only  to  gentlemen  in  that  House,  but  to 
-others  out  of  it ;  neither  ace,  character,  nor  ab- 
sence, have  preserved  gentlemen  from  his  cen- 
sure; from  a  person  who  has  always  indulged 
himself  in  the  most  violent  philippics  against  the 
Sxecutive  of  the  United  States,  and  all  who  con- 
curred in  his  measures ;  from  a  person  who,  when 
gentlemen  declare  they  are  for  peace,  says  he  does 
not  believe  them ;  from  a  person  who  has  con- 
dnnallv  charged  all  those  with  inconsistency  who 
differed  in  opinion  from  him.  not  by  examining 
their  conduct,  but  by  making  insinuations  against 
4hem  as  to  their  debts,  or  to  the  way  in  which 
they  may  have  acquired  money,  or  by  following 
them  to  their  youth,  before  they  became  members 
of  this  House  ?  He  thought  the  gentleman  ought 
4o  attend  to  the  old,  but  iust  ada^e,  ''He  who 
lives  in  a  glass  hduse  ought  not  to  oe  the  first  to 
4hrow  stones."    If  there  could  be  a  man  more  re- 


gardless than  that  gentleman  of  all  the  rules  of 
decorum  in  debate,  he  had  never  heard  him. 

As  to  the  charge  of  inconsistency  in  his  con- 
duct, it  had  often  been  made  in  private,  and  as 
often  contradicted  ;  but  as  it  is  now  brought  into 
public  view,  he  would  say  a  few  words  on  that 
point. 

It  was  said,  that  in  1791  and  1792  he  was  a 
member  of  a  Jacobin  society,  and  a  warm  de- 
claimer  in  favor  of  the  rights  of  man.  What  was 
said  respecting  his  being  a  member  of  a  Jacobin 
society,  is  one  of  those  falsehoods  of  party,  which, 
though  known  to  be  unfounded,  is  still  reported. 

The  fact,  Mr.  H.  said,  was  this,  which  he  never 
concealed :  In  the  year  1791,  there  were  instituted 
in  Charleston,  a  variety  of  clubs,  (there  were  seve- 
ral before  that  time ;)  of  many  of  these,  being  a 
young  practitioner  of  the  law,  and  desirous  of  ex- 
tending his  acquaintance,  and  procuring  business, 
he  was  a  member.  Among  these  was  a  society 
called  a  Patriotic  Society.  It  was  composed  of 
French  and  American  citizens ;  and  he  and  seven 
or  eight  other  youngpractitionersbecamemembers, 
and  attended  one  or  two  evenings;  but,  findinj^  it 
composed  of  persons  from  whose  society  much  im- 
provement could  not  be  expectedj  they  never  went 
afterwards ;  and  so  anti-jacobinic  was  their  con- 
duct considered,  that  they  merited  and  received 
an  expulsion  from  the  society. 

As  to  being  a  declaimer  in  favor  of  the  rights  of' 
man  in  1791  and  1792,  he  owned  he  partook  of 
that  enthusiasm  which  at  that  time  raged  in 
America,  because  he  was  deceived.  He  then  be- 
lieved the  French  had  been  unjustifiably  attacked, 
but  he  now  found  that  they  were  the  first  assail- 
ants. He  then  believed  that  the  treaties  of  Pil- 
nitz*  and  Pa  via,  of  which  they  had  heard  so  much, 
were  realities ;  but  he  now  found  them  contempti- 
ble forgeries.  With  i^espect  to  other  parts  of  the 
French  Revolution,  he  tnen  believed  that  the  prin- 
cipal actors  in  it  were  virtuous  patriots,  but  he  had 
since  discovered  that  they  were  a  set  of  worthless 
scoundrels  and  mad-headed  enthusiasts,  who,  in 
endeavoring  to  reduce  their  fallacious  schemes  to 
practice,  have  introduced  more  calamities  into  the 
world  than  ages  of  good  government  will  be  %ble 
to  cure. 

Mr.  H.  said,  he  never  was  a  declaimer  in  favor 
of  what  gentlemen  meant  bv  the  rights  of  man. 
He  held  them  and  their  author  in  merited  con- 
tempt. The  pretended  factitious  rights  of  man  to 
which  gentlemen  referred,  were  the  rights  of  a 
few  noisy  demagogues  over  the  rights  of  the  peo- 
ple. Though  he  wways  believed  this,  he  did  not 
know  it  so  well,  in  1791  and  1792,  as  he  knew  it 
in  1794,  and  since.  And,  therefore,  he  was  not  a 
declaimer  in  favor  of  what  the  gentlemen  mean 
by  the  rights  of  man,  but  he  was  a  warm  admirer 


*Theipeaker  here  alludes  to  Uie  paper  called  'i  the  second 
treaty  ofrilaltz,"  which  he  declares  to  be  aforgeiy.  The  lint 
treaty  of  Pilntu  was  a  mere  conditional  agreement  between  the 
Emperor  and  the  King  of  Prussia,  that  if  either  of  them  should  be 
attacked  by  Franc*;,  thpy  would  unite  to  repel  the  attack.  Thie 
treaty  they  aTowed :  and  when,  on  the  acceptance  of  the  new 
Constitution  by  the  King  of  France,  better  prospects  of  a  peaceable 
conduct  on  the  part  of  that  nation  were  entertained,  they  suspend- 
ed this  treaty  by  a  formal  deelamtion. 
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of  the  French  Revolution,  when  he  thought  the 
object  was  the  establishment  of  the  true  rights  of 
man;  but,  since  he  discovered  that  this  was  neither 
the  object  nor  would  it  be  the  effect,  instead  of 
viewing  that  Revolution  as  a  blessing  to  the 
world,  which  he  once  thought  it,  he  now  viewed 
it  as  the  neatest  curse  that  ever  afflicted  mankind ; 
as  a  phial  of  wrath  from  Heaven,  the  bitterest  that 
ever  was  poured  out  upon  the  earth. 

There  was  a  certain  species  of  the  rights  of  man 
of  which  he  had  always  been  the  defender,  in  fa- 
Tor  of  which  his  voice  would  always  be  heard. 
He  had,  in  a  well-known  instance,  advocated  the 
rights  of  his  fellow-citizens  in  the  best  manner  he 
was  able,  and  in  a  manner  which  had  obtained  for 
him  their  thanks  and  their  remembrance.  How  he 
conducted  that  defence,  was  well  known  to  some 
of  his  colleagues  in  that  House. 

Mr.  H.  denied  that  he  had  been  inconsistent 
with  respect  to  the  proposition  before  the  commit- 
tee. He  then  noticed  what  had  fallen  from  Mr. 
Giles  with  respect  to  the  decree  of  the  French 
Directory  not  being  so  inimical  to  this  country  as 
it  had  been  supposed  to  be.  Mr.  H.  charged  Mr. 
G.  with  being  much  mistaken  in  supposing  that 
only  the  amount  of  eight  millions  of  dollars  was 
exported  to  Great  Britain  and  her  dominions,  or 
that  thirty-six  millions  of  dollars  were  exported 
to  France,  and  to  countries  connected  with  her. 
Out  of  the  fifty-one  millions  exported  from  this 
country  during  last  year,  it  appeared  by  the  state- 
ment before  them  that  eight  millions  five  hundred 
thousand  were  sent  to  Great  BritaiUj  nine  millions 
to  the  Hanse  towns;  to  France  and  her  dominions 
eleven  millions.  But,  he  asked,  if  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  knew  the  reason  why  this  amount 
to  France  appeared  so  large  ?  If  not,  he  would  tell 
him.  All  the  produce  shipped  for  the  British  West 
Indies  in  1797,  was  almost  constantly  cleared  out 
for  French  ports,  in  order  to  avoid  the  effects  of 
the  plundermg  decrees  of  the  French  West  Indies, 
and  this  was  the  reason  why  six  or  seven  millions 
appeared  under  this  head,  which  ought  to  appear 
under  another.  But  the  gentlemen  seemed  to  sup 
pose  that  all  which  did  not  go  to  Great  Britam 
w>^t  to  France,  and  countries  connected  with  her. 
At  least  twenty  millions,  out  of  fifty-one  millions, 
went  to  countries  over  whom  France  had  no  pow- 
qr ;  and,  when  to  these  were  added  what  was  sent 
to  Great  Britain,  and  six  or  seven  millions  were 
deducted  on  the  ground  he.  had  mentioned,  the 
gentleman  would  find  the  balance  was  not  very 
considerable. 

Mr.  H.  said  he  should  not  notice  what  the  ^en« 
tleman  had  chose  to  say  respecting  the  British 
Minister,  except  as  to  tne  improper  manner  in 
which  he  had  called  a  confidential  person  a  confi- 
dential agent  of  the  Minister,  and  to  say  that  he 
could  not  see  any  analogy  between  this  case  and 
that  of  the  French  Minister,  who  fitted  out  priva- 
teers and  levied  troops  in  our  country  without 
permission  from  the  President  of  the  United 
States. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  had  entered  fully, 
not  only  into  a  justification  of  himself  but  of  his 
friends.    How  far  he  has  acquitted  himself  and 


them  from  the  weighty  charges  which  he  had  ex- 
hibited, he  was  not  the  proper  person  to  judge ;  he 
left  the  public  to  determine.  He  must,  however, 
beff  leave  to  correct  him  in  one  of  his  facts.  He 
informed  the  committee  that  the  letter  of  Mr. 
Monroe,  which  had  been  quoted,  was  written  in 
December.  1794,  whereas  it  was  dated  Paris,  Sep- 
tember 10,  1795,  long  after  that  Minister  had  been 
officially  informed  by  our  Minister  'in  London, 
that  the  British  Treaty  was  concluded  and  sign- 
ed \  yet  this  letter  recommends  the  taking  of  the 
posts,  the  invasion  of  Canada,  and  the  cutting  up 
of  the  British  commerce  by  privateers.  He  did 
not  say  that  this  letter  was  a  proof  of  conspiracy, 
but  of  a  system  of  policy  which  was  very  contrary 
to  a  peace  system. 

But  the  gentleman  says,  he  (Mr.  G.)  never  pro- 
posed war  against  Great  Britain.  He  knew  it» 
The  gentleman  always  spoke  of  peace,  but  pursu- 
ed measures  which  led  to  war.  He  did  not  speak 
of  war  when  he  recommended  sequestrations, 
confiscations,  &c.,  because  he  lored  peace.  He 
did  not  talk  of  war ;  buL  whilst  he  and  his  friends 
opposed  measures  of  defence,  they  were  in  favor 
of  every  measure  which  led  to  war.  While  they 
were  irritating  a  nation  to  war,  they  opposed  the 
building  of  the  frigates.  He  could  not  say  what 
were  the  views  of  gentlemen  in  doing  this,  but  he 
would  say  what  appearance  it  had  on  his  mind^ 
when  he  was  far  removed  from  the  seat  of  Gov^ 
ernment.  He  thought  it  seemed  as  if  gentlemea 
believed  it  would  be  well  to  get  to  war,  and  then 
rely  upon  their  favorite  nation  for  support. 

Mr.  Brooks  9ga-in  complained  of  the  insinua- 
tion which  Mr.  Giles  had  thrown  outagainst  him, 
which  he  said  was  not  called  for  by  any  oircun^ 
stances  under  consideration. 

Mr.  Giles  assured  him  he  mentioned  the  fact 
alluded  .to  out  of  no  disrespect  to  him.  With 
respect  to  the  date  of  Mr.  Monroe's  letter,  he  had 
been  deceived  by  a  leaf  being  folded  down  at  the 
letter,  the  date  of  which  he  had  mentioned.  The 
gentleman  had  said  that  be  had  attributed  impro- 
per motives  to  the  President  of  the  United  States. 
This  he  denied.  He  had  said,  he  took  measures 
which  he  did  not  approve,  and  he  hoped  a  differ- 
ence of  opinion  from  any  man  would  not  be  im- 
puted to  him  as  a  crime.  With  respect  to  the 
explanation  which  the  gentleman  had  given  of 
his  own  conduct,  he  was  glad  to  hear  it.  It  was 
to  obtain  this  explanation  that  he  mentioned  the 
reports  which  he  had  heard.  Mr.  G.  renewed 
the  assertion,  that  he  and  his  friends  always  had 
been  willing  to  put  the  nation  in  a  state  of  defence. 
As  to  the  fri^tes,  he  gloried  in  his  vote  against 
them ;  but  with  respect  to  the  use  of  them,  the 
gentleman  was  mistaken.  They  were  intended 
to  be  sent  against  the  Alger ines  only. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  said  a  few  words  as  to  the  state- 
ments which  had  been  made  with  respect  to  the 
amount  of  our  exports  to  difierent  countries. 
That  made  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  was 
correct,  except  that  some  deduction  ought  to  be 
made  from  the  36  millions  on  account  of  the 
Hanse  towns. 

Mr.  Nicholas  made  some  semarks  asjto  the 
Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


1357 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS, 


1368 


March,  1706.] 


Rdationawith  France, 


[H.opR. 


date  of  Mr.  Monroe's  letter.  Though  the  date 
was  as  stated  by  the  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 
'  lina,  he  still  maintained  that  Mr.  Monroe  could 
not  have  known  whether  or  not  the  Senate  had 
ratified  the  British  Treaty.  Mr.  N.  hoped  the 
committee  would  rise,  and  that  he  should  be  per- 
mitted to  show  the  consequences  of  a  war  with 
France  at  this  time.  He  said  yesterday  he  should 
have  been  willing  to  have  overlooked  the  past, 
and  to  have  taken  the  best  mode  of  getting  out  of 
our  present  situation;  but  when,  gentlemen  say 
that  all  has  been  done  by  this  Government  that 
could  have  been  done,  he  should  consider  it  as 
treason  to  his  country  not  to  show,'  that  the  pre- 
sent misunderstanding  with  the  French  Repuolic 
was  founded  in  our  own  misconduct.  Not  that 
we  were  wrong  in  saying  we  will  not  bear  the 
treatment  of  the  French  since;  for  though  he 
thought  we  gave  the  first  offence,  yet  he  was  not 
for  bMsaring  the  chastisement  of  any  country. 

After  a  few  words  between  Mr.  Dayton  and 
Mr.  Nicholas,  as  to  the  object  of  the  amend- 
ment, the  committee  rose,  and  the  House  ad- 
journed. 


Friday,  March  30. 

Mr.  Otis  presented  a  petition  from  the  free- 
holders and  others,  of  Roxbury,  in  the  State  of 
Massachusetts,  stating,  that  they  hear  with  con- 
cern, that  liberty  is  intended  to  be  given  to  mer- 
chants to  arm  their  vessels  for  self-defence,  know- 
ing that  masters  of  vessels  consist  of  a  great 
variety  of  character  ;  that  among  them  there  are 
men  of  violent  passions,  and  that  the  distance 
between  putting  arms  into  a  man's  hands  and  the 
commencement  of  hostility  may  be  very  short, 
they  deprecate  the  idea  of  the  peace  and  happi- 
ness of.  this  country  beinff  placea  on  so  uncertain 
a  foundation  as  the  pride,  caprice,  or  passion  of 
the  master  of  a  merchant  vessel.  Tney  pray, 
therefore,  that  vessels  of  this  description  may  not 
be  permitted  to  arm.  Referred  to  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  Harper,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  reported  a  bill  making  appropriations  for 
the  Military  Establishment  for  the  year  1798, 
which  was  committed  for  Monday. 

The  amendments  from  the  Senate  to  the  bill 
for  the  relief  of  refugees  from  Canada  and  Nova 
Scotia,  as  agreed  to  by  the  committee  of  confer- 
ence, were  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

RELATIONS  WITH  FRANCE. 
Mr.  Allen  observed,  that  when  the  President 
of  the  United  States  sent  his  first  Message  to  the 
House,  announcing  the  receipt  of  despatches  from 
our  Commissioners  in  Pans,  he  stated  that  it 
would  take  some  time  to  decipher  the  despatches 
which  he  had  received.  Some  days  afterwards, 
on  the  19th  instant,  he  sent  another  Message  in- 
forming the  House.  "  that  it  was  incumbent  on 
him  to  declare  that  he  saw  no  ground  of  expecta- 
tion that  the  object  of  their  mission  could  be 
accomplished  on  terms  compatiUe  with  the  safe- 
ty, honor,  or  the  essential  interests  of  the  nation." 


It  had  been  observed,  in  the  course  of  the  debate 
in  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union,  and  not  in  the  most  candid  and  proper 
manner,  that  the  papers  received  from  our  Com* 
missioners  ought  to  have  been  laid  before  the 
House,  and  the  President  had  been  chargecl  with 
withholding  them.  He  supposed  gentlemen  would 
have  been  satisfied,  and  he  was.  with  the  informa- 
tion which  the  President  had  already  communis 
cated.  that  our  Commissioners  are  not  received, 
and  tnat  France  refuses  to  hear  us.  But,  though 
he  was  himself  satisfied  with  the  information  ne 
had  at  present  he  believed  there  were  many  gen- 
tlemen in  the  House  who  wished  for  more,  because 
there  is  a  paper  printed  in  this  city  which  is  con- 
tinually insinuating  that  there  is  something  in 
these  despatches  which^  if  they  were  made  known, 
would  show  that  the  conduct  of  the  Executive 
has  been  improper  ;  because  he  found  that  paper 
often  speaking  the  lans^ua^  of  gentlemen  in  this 
House,  and  which  spoke  it,  he  believed,  on  this 
occasion ;  and  because,  if  this  is  not  true,  he 
wished  the  people  to  be  undeceived ;  or  if  true, 
that  he  and  those  who  thought  with  him,  that  no 
such  blame  existed,  might  be  convinced  of  their 
error ;  he  proposed  the  following  resolution,  to 
which  he  hoped  there  would  be  no  objection : 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  communicate  to  this  House  the  de- 
spatches fVom  the  Envoys  Extraordinary  of  the  United 
States  to  the  French  Republic,  mentioned  in  his  Mes- 
sage of  the  19th  instant,  or  such  parU  thereof  as  eon" 
sideratioru  of  public  safety  and  interest y  in  his  opin- 
ion,  may  permit. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  said,  he  should  have  no  objection 
to  the  resolution  if  tlie  latter  part  of  it  was  struck 
out.  If  the  President  thought  it  necessary  that 
any  part  of  the  correspondence  ought  to  be  kept 
secret,  he  would,  as  is  usual  in  such  cases,  inform 
the  House  that  this  was  the  case,  and  the  galleries 
would  accordingly  be  cleared.  The  communica- 
tion would  then  probably  be  referred  to  a  select 
committee,  and  such  parts  of  it  published  as  might 
appear  proper. 

Mr.  Allen  observed,  that  there  might  be  parts 
of  this  correspondence  which  it  would  not  be 
proper  to  communicate  to  this  House,  even  confi- 
dentially. If  this  was  not  the  case,  the  President 
could  still  communicate  such  part  of  the  corres- 
pondence in  confidence  as  he  may  think  proper. 
He  wished  to  leave  the  President  to  act  accorain|f 
to  his  discretion.  Without  some  portion  of  this 
discretion  being  allowed  him  the  (Government 
could  not  proceed. 

Mr.  QiLES  said,  no  part  of  the  correspondence 
ought  to  be  kept  from  Congress.  He  was  not 
himself  satisfied  as  to  the  sincerity  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  Executive  of  the  United  States  to- 
wards France ;  he  wished,  therefore,  not  only  to 
have  the  correspondence  of  our  Ministers,  but  the 
instructions  which  were  given  to  them.  Mr.  Q. 
defended  what  he  had  yesterday  said  about  the 
President  and  these  papers,  and  hoped  if  the 
House  called  for  the  papers  at  all,  they  would  call 
for  all  the  papers,  and  the  instructions  upon  which 
I  our  Ministers  acted.  ^^^  j 
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Mr.  Livingston  moved  to  amend  the  resolution 
by  striking  out  all  the  words  after  the  19th  iDstaot, 
and  insert  after  the  words  "  this  House"  "  the  in- 
structions to  and."  This  was  not  a  time,  Mr.  L. 
said,  to  stand  upon  trifling  punctilios,  which  might 
be  proper  upon  ordinary  occasions.  They  were 
now  called  Upon  to  say  whether  the  country  should 
be  preserved  in  peace  or  go  to  war ;  yet  the  cor- 
respondence, which  ought  to  convince  the  House 
of  the  propriety  of  acting  in  this  or  that  way^  is 
withheld.  How  could  they  say  to  their  constitu- 
ents, without  this  information,  all  has  been  done 
that  could  be  done  to  preserve  the  country  in 
peace,  but  war  was  inevitable  ?  And  if  war  is 
rushed  into  headlong,  without  due  consideration, 
and  consequently  without  ascertaining  whether  it 
is  just  or  not,  can  it  be  expected  that  the  wishes 
and  aids  of  the  people  will  ne  heartily  engaged  in 
such  a  war  ?    They  certainly  would  not. 

It  would  be  no  answer  to  say  that  our  negotia- 
tion with  a  foreign  Power  would  by  this  means 
be  exposed.  The  communication  might  be  made 
with  closed  doors,  and  no  one  could  suppose  any- 
thing would  be  exposed  by  the  members  of  the 
Legislature  which  the  cood  of  the  countrv  re- 
quires to  be  kept  secret.  But  gentlemen  wish  this 
House  to  repose  the  strictest  confidence  in  one 
branch  of  the  G^overnmenl,  at  the  same  time  that 
they  say  no  confidence  can  be  placed  in  the  in- 
tegrity of  this  House.  [Mr.  Allen  exclaimed, 
who  said  it  ?]  Mr.  L.  replied,  that  this  was  a  fair 
inference  from  what  had  been  said. 

The  latter  part  of  the  resolution  proposed  to 
transfer  a  right  to  the  President  which  it  ought 
itself  to  exercise, -as  to  judging  of  what  it  was 
proper  to  publish  in  consideration  of  the  public 
safety  and  interest.  If  this  power  was  given  to 
the  President,  he  might  withhold  such  parts  of 
the  papers  as  might  prevent  a  correct  judgment 
being  formed  upon  tnem.  He  was  not  himself 
disposed  to  cede  to  the  President  the  right  which 
he  was  sent  there  to  exercise  for  his  constituents, 
of  judging  of  so  important  a  question  as  a  ques- 
tion of  peace  or  war.  He  could  not  basely  sur- 
render tnis  right.  If  the  papers  were  called  for 
at  all,  he  hoped  the  whole  would  be  called  for,  in 
order  that  the  House  might  form  that  sound  and 
temperate  judgment  for  which  the  present  crisis 
so  loudly  calls,  and  for  which  the  people  of  the 
United  States  so  anxiously  look.  Indeed,  to  pass 
the  resolution  unamended,  would,  in  his  opinion, 
be  a  shameful  dereliction  (ff  their  rights. 

Mr.  Bayard  thought  the  propriety  of  this  call 
upon  the  President  was  extremely  doubtful,  and 
as  it  regarded  the  instructions  given  to  our  Min- 
isters, wholly  improper.  With  respect  to  the  com- 
munication of  tne  despatches,  it  was  wholly  a 
matter  of  Executive  discretion  to  judge  whetner 
it  would  be  proper  to  communicate  them  or  not. 
He  was  one  of  those  who  had  so  much  confidence 
in  the  Executive  as  to  trust  to  his  candor,  under- 
standing, and  integrity,  to  determine  upon  the 
propriety  of  what  he  should  send  to  or  withhold 
from  this  House.  At  a  time  when  it  is  not  known 
that  our  negotiation  with  France  is  closed,  it 
would  be  extremely  imprudent  to  have  the  in- 


structions of  our  Ministers  laid  before  this  House ; 
as  what  was  sent  here,  notwithstanding  any  vote 
of  secrecy,  would  not  long  be  kept  secret.  It 
would  soon  be  in  Europe,  and  might  do  us  essen- 
tial injury,  by  disclosing  our  ultimatum  to  France, 
and  by  showing  it  also  to  the  world.  It  was  in 
vain,  Mr.  B.  said,  to  suppose  that  one  hundred 
men  could  keep  a  secret  for  any  length  of  time, 
however  imporunt  it  might  be.  To  elucidate 
that  assertion,  he  referred  to  the  divulging  the  se- 
cret of  the  British  Treaty  by  a  Senator. 

But  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Giles) 
has  no  confidence  in  the  Government  of  this  coun- 
try with  respect  to  its  negotiation  with  France ;  and 
in  order  to  try  the  sincerity  of  the  Executive,  he 
wishes  for  the  papers.  Does  the  gentleman  by 
this  mean  to  give  the  lie  to  the  Executive  ?  Be- 
cause in  his  Message  he  has  told  the  House  that 
he  has  given  power  to  our  Ministers  to  settle  our 
disputes  with  the  French  Republic,  and  to  ^^  make 
all  reasonable  concessions."  What  more  does  the 
gentleman  wish?  Does  he  wish  unreasonable 
concessions  to  be  made?  Surely  he  does  not. 
Did  anything  appear  in  the  conduct  of  the  French 
Directory  to  show  that  our  Ministers  were  not 
possessed  of  ample  powers?  No;  the  Directory 
never  knew  anything  about  their  powers,  at  least 
so  far  as  any  ofi&cicQ  communications  had  been 
received  on  tne  subject  There  could  not,  there- 
fore, be  any  ground  upon  which  the  gentleman 
could  rest  his  suspicions.  He  hoped,  therefore, 
the  amendment  would  be  negatived. 

Two  or  three  gentlemen  were  on  the  floor  to- 
gether. 

The  Speaker  said,  the  amendment  to  iiisert 
"  the  instructions  to  and,"  would  come  first  under 
consideration. 

Mr.  Harper  said,  he  did  not  mean  at  this  time 
to  enter  into  the  merits  of  the  present  question.  It 
was  important,  and  presented  itself  in  a  new  light 
to  the  House.  The  original  motion  he  was  ready 
to  have  voted  for ;  he  did  not  know  whether  he 
might  not  vote  for  this.  But  he  wished  time  to 
consider  of  it.  He  therefore  moved  the  further 
consideration  of  this  question  be  postponed  till 
Monday. 

Mr.  Allen  had  no  objection  to  the  postpone- 
ment, except  the' mover  of  the  amendment  would 
permit  it  to  be  amended  by  a  modification  of  this 
sort :  '*  Such  parts  of  those  communications  as  were 
communicated  to  the  French  €k>vernment." 

The  question  for  postponement  was  put  and 
carried — 47  to  41. 

The  order  of  the  day  was  then  called  for. 

Mr.  Allen  hoped,  since  the  consideration  of 
his  proposition  had  been  postponed,  the  House 
would  not  resolve  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  until  this  infor> 
mation  was  received.  The  debate  of  yesterday, 
he  thought,  would  do  no  good,  as  it  served  only 
to  alarm  the  public  mind ;  and  ne  expected  if  the 
House  went  mto  a  Committee  to-day,  the  time 
would  be  spent  as  lin  profitably. 

Mr.  Brooks  seconded  the  motion,  as  the  infor- 
mation called  for  would  certainly  throw  light  upon 
the  subject;  and  though  he  had  himself  sufficient 
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information  to  enable  him  to  vote  upon  the  ques- 
tion, many  gentlemen,  in  the  course  of  debate,  had 
made  a  great  hue  and  cry  after  these  papers,  he 
hoped,  therefore,  they  would  be  called  for. 

Mr.  Nicholas  always  thought  it  proper  to  ask 
for  further  information  on  this  subject ;  but  as  he 
had  been  told  that  when  it  was  received  it  would 
be  final  as  to  our  affairs  with  France,  and  tanta- 
mount to  war,  he  thought  it  better  to  decide  the 
question  whether  we  are  ready  to  go  to  war  or 
not  first  He  wished  this,  also,  to  prevent  the 
consequences  which  are  now  taking  place  from  a 

Seneral  impression  in  the  country,  from  the  late 
lessage  ot  the  President,  that  we  must  be  involv- 
ed in  war.  In  consequence  of  this  persuasion,  he 
had  received  information  that  produce  has  fallen 
one-fourth  in  price.  He  wished,  therefore,  to 
come  to  a  vote  as  soon  as  possible  that  should  de- 
cide the  question  of  p^ce  or  war.  It  was  upon 
this  ground  that  be  did  not  call  for  the  papers, 
and  upon  this  ground  he  hoped  they  should  pro- 
ceed with  the  business.  Delay  may  give  time 
for  measures  to  be  taken  which  shall  stab  the 
peace  of  the  countrv — which  may  go  beyond  the 
powers  of  the  Lejpslature  to  arrest  their  progress — 
if  the  business  of  the  Union  was  to  be  suspended 
until  the  call  was  made,  and,  if  it  be  favorably 
answered,  until  the  communications  are  printed. 
He  hoped,  therefore,  this  delay  would  not  take 
place. 

Mr.  Baldwin  said,  if  gentlemen  could  reconcile 
it  to  their  own  minds  to  let  this  important  busi- 
ness lie  over  from  day  to  day,  it  was  more  than  he 
could  do.  He  was  surprised  to  find  at  first  some 
reluctance  to  go  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union ;  and  he  was  now  sur- 
prised that  there  was  any  reluctance  to  proceed 
with  the  business.    He  would  not  indulge  sus- 

Eicions  as  to  motives ;  but  he  begged  them  to  be- 
eve  that  he  could  not  help  expressing  his  anxie- 
ty at  the  prospect  of  of  any  delav  in  coming  to  a 
decision  on  the  question  which  nad  already  un- 
dergone some  discussion.  He  had  never  seen  the 
afiairs  of  this  country  on  such  a  dangerous  preci- 
pice as  at  present,  and  not  to  act,  but  let  tnings 
alone,  and  the  countrv  will  soon  be  in  war,  and 
then  we  must  defena  ourselves  as  well  as  we 
can.  At  least,  this  was  bis  view  of  the  mat- 
ter. But,  if  the  business  be  pursued  at  present, 
though  we  find  France  has  behaved  towards 
us  so  as  to  give  us  a  just  ground  for  war,  yet, 
if  we  wish  to  avoid  war,  this  is  the  time  to  pre- 
vent it.  The  subject  is  at  present  before  the 
House  in  the  way  which  the  President  thought 
proper  to  place  it ;  and  if  a  call  is  made  for  pa- 
pers, it  is  well  known  that  he  will  not  be  obliged 
to  send  them.  The  information  which  they  had 
he  himself  supposes  correct^  as  the  President  had 
ffiven  it  upon  his  responsibility ;  he  was,  there- 
fore, ready  to  vote  upon  the  question  before  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole.  He  believed  there 
was  a  disposition  in  the  country  for  peace,  and 
a^inst  the  arminjr  of  merchaJft  vessels.  He  be- 
lieved that  bv  taking  pointed  and  decisive  mea- 
sures, they  had  on  a  former  occasion  kept  the 
country  out  of  war ;  he  hoped  they  would  be  able 


to  do  it  on  the  present  occasion.  He  should  not 
object  to  calling  for  the  papers,  but  wished  not  to 
protract  the  business. 

Mr.  Gordon  was  surprised  to  hear  gentlemen 
ssLy  the  House  was  called  upon  to  act  upon  the 
opinion  of  the  President ;  there  is  certainly  some- 
thing more  before  the  House.  He  could  not  ac- 
count for  the  opposition  made  to  a  postponement 
except  it  was,  that  when  the  information  was  ob- 
tained gentlemen  were  apprehensive  they  could 
not  hold  the  language  they  now  hold,  as  almost 
every  gentleman  who  had  spoken  upon  the  sub- 
ject had  complained  that  sufficient  information 
was  not  before  them.  If  this  information  was 
unnecessary,  then  the  resolution  ought  to  have 
been  negatived  at  once ;  but,  having  been  post- 
poned, he  thought  it  would  be  improper  to  pro- 
ceed with  the  question  before  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  until  it  was  received.  He  saw  no  rea- 
son, therefore,  for  going  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  except  to  give 
the  gentleman  from  Yirpnia  (Mr.  Nicholas)  an 
opportunity  of  doing  what  he  has  proposed  to  do, 
VIZ :  to  show  to  the  world  that  our  Government 
has  acted  improperly  towards  France ;  but  such 
was  his  opinion  of  that  gentleman's  perseverance, 
that  if  he  did  not  get  an  opportunity  of  doing  this 
to-day,  he  would  take  another  opportunity  of  do- 
ing it,  and  therefore  it  was  not  necessary  to  go 
into  a  committee  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  his 
speech ;  and  he  could  not  see  what  else  it  could 
be  desired,  except  it  was  that  gentlemen  wished 
still  to  hold  out  to  the  people  the  idea  that  there 
is  a  considerable  part  of  this  House,  with  the  Pre- 
sident as  their  head,  for  war,  though  the  charge 
was  altogether  denied. 

But  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  says,  that  the 
late  Message  of  the  President  has  so  agitated  the 
public  mind  that,  believing  war  is  approaching, 
produce  has  fallen  one-fourth  in  price.  If  the 
fact  was  as  stated,  he  did  not  believe  it  had  been 
the  Message  of  the  President  which  had  produced 
it,  but  the  decree  of  the  French  Directory,  as 
the  Message  contained  nothing  like  war.  He 
thought  the  insinuation  iniurious  to  the  President, 
and  to  those  who  thought  with  him,  and  who 
were  opposed  to  war,  but  who,  nevertheless,  will 
not  vote  tor  the  resolution  before  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  because  they  do  not  feel  themselves 
called  upon  to  decide  the  question  of  peace  or 
war  at  present. 

Mr.  Dana  was  against  the  postponement,  not 
because  he  thought  the  Message  of  the  President 
had  caused  the  fall  of  produce — because  the  Mes- 
sage would  certainly  have  had  no  such  efiect,  had 
it  not  been  accompanied  by  a  decree  of  the  French 
Directory,  which  went  to  let  loose  all  the  French 
corsairs  upon  all  neutral  vessels,  and  to  exclude 
them  from  French  ports.  This,  be  believed  it 
was,  which  had  produced  the  effect  spoken  of. 
But  he  did  not  think,  if  the  resolution  before  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  was  adopted,  that  it 
would  raise  the  price  of  produce.  Indeed,  he  did 
not  think  it  would  produce  any  efiect  He  con- 
sidered it  as  an  unmeaning  thing ;  and  a  person 
voting  for  it,  might  with  propriety^  into  every 
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measure  proposed  for  the  defence  of  the  country. 
It  was  one  of  those  vague  propositions  upon  which 
gentlemen  may  say  what  they  please,  and  he  looked 
upon  it  as  introduced  with  that  view.  And  since 
they  must  submit  to  hear  the  speeches  of  gentlemen 
upon  the  occasion,  he  wished  the  business  to  be 
going  on.  The  gentleman  from  Virginia  told  the 
committee  yesterday  that  he  would  give  them  a 
speech  to-day,  wherein  he  would  show  that  this 
country  had  been  to  blame  in  respect  to  France, 
in  whichj  he  doubted  not,  they  should  be  enter- 
tained with  many  severe  philippics  against  the 
Executive ;  all  these  speeches,  calculated  to  raise 
a  clamor  in  the  country,  must  be  submitted  to. 
He  wished,  therefore,  to  go  from  day  to  day  into 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  until  gentlemen  had 
exhausted  themselves,  and  then  the  business  of 
the  nation  might  be  proceeded  with. 

Mr.  Brooks  said,  for  the  same  reason  which 
his  friend  from  Connecticut  gave  for  going  into 
the  order  of  the  day,  he  wished  to  avoid  it ;  be- 
cause he  hoped,  if  till  Monday  was  given  for  the 
gentleman  to  consider  upon  the  matter,  he  would 
give  up  his  speech. 

Mr.  Gallatin. — In  whatever  he  had  said  in 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  he  had  made  no  allusion  to  the  papers  a 
call  for  which  had  been  proposed.  If  he  under- 
stood the  objections  urged  to  going  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
it  was,  that  the  House  ought  to  wait  until  these 

Eipers  were  before  them.  So  far  as  related  to 
imself,  this  was  unnecessary,  for  he  had  not  com- 
plained of  any  want  on  this  head.  Not  because 
he  did  not  desire  to  have  the  information,  if  it 
could  be  obtained,  but  because  he  thought  it  best, 
under  the  present  situation  of  the  country,  first  to 
decide  whether  we  will  remain  in  peace  or  ao  to 
war.  For  if  it  had  first  been  determined  to  call  for 
further  information,  how  did  he  know  that  it 
would  be  given,  or,  if  given,  whether  it  would  not 
be  in  a  mutilated  state,  rather  than  which  he 
would  choose  to  act  without  it  upon  the  Message 
of  the  President  alone ;  and,  according  to  the 
opinion  of  the  fi^entleman  from  Delaware,  (Mr. 
Batard,)  the  House  ought  not  to  ask  for  any  pa- 
pers whatever  from  the  Executive.  He  thought 
the  information  contained  in  the  Message  of  the 
President  was  sufficient  to  decide  the  question  at 

E resent  before  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  as 
e  there  states  that  he  has  no  ground  to  hope  for 
a  happy  issue  to  our  mission.  This  is  not  matter 
of  opinion ;  but,  coming  from  the  President  to  the 
Legislature,  is  matter  of  fact ;  and  when  he  says 
so,  It  must  be  understood  that  he  is  not  willing 
that  any  further  negotiation  should  take  place  \ 
and  that  all  the  reasonable  concessions  having 
been  made  that  can  be  made,  there  is  an  end  of 
the  negotiation.  It  was  true,  when  these  conces- 
sions were  made  known,  it  was  possible  that  he 
mi^ht  difier  in  opinion  from  the  President  as  to 
their  reasonableness ;  but  this  House  has  no  control 
over  the  President  in  this  respect  Therefore,  the 
information  which  he  has  given  to  the  House  is 
flufficient  for  them ;  and  they  ought  now  to  say  whe- 
ther they  will  go  to  war  or  remain  in  peace. 


The  gentleman  from  Connecticut  (Mr.  Dana) 
has  supposed  that  the  resolution  before  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  is  va^ue  and  inexplicit — 
merely  a  thing  for  declamation  and  speeches,  and 
that  it  ought,  therefore,  to  be  disposed  of  as  soon  as 
possible.  He  was  himself  also  m  favor  of  ^tting 
through  with  it  as  soon  as  possible ;  but  it  was 
extraordinary  that  that  gentleman  should  conn 
plain  of  its  being  vague,  and  yet  endeavor  to  make 
it  more  so,  by  wishing  to  see  it  amended  as  pro- 
posed. As  to  the  speeches  which  ha^  been  made 
upon  this  occasion,  they  were  not  properly  pro- 
duced by  the  motion  biefbre  the  committee,  and 
could  not  be  charged  upon  the  supporters  of  it. 
The  only  argments  ofiered  in  favor  of  it,  (which 
had  been  in  some  degree  restrained  by  the  amende 
ment,)  were  to  show  that  it  is  not  expedient  to  go 
to  war  at  this  time. 

Mr.  G.  could  not  see  how  the  information  pro- 
posed to  be  called  for,  could  influence  the  vote  on* 
the  question  before  the  committee.  If  any  gen- 
tleman could  show  this,  he  would  not  object  to 
the  postponement.  The  mover  acknowled^d  he 
did  not  want  the  information  for  himself;  it  was 
onlv  to  remove  any  clamor  which  might  be  used 
in  aebate,  or  which  might  appear  in  the  papers. 

It  was  true,  Mr.  G.  said,  however  obnoxious  the 
fact  miffht  be  to  some  gentlemen,  that  the  Mes- 
saoe  of  the  President  had  produced  the  effect 
which  had  been  mentioned ;  it  had  upon  his  mind 
the  effect  of  a  declaration  of  war.  He  did  not  say 
that  it  really  was  so,  but  the  effect  produced  upon 
him.  was  a  belief  that,  if  something  was  not  done 
by  tne  Legislature  to  prevent  it,  the  consequence 
would  be  war.  This  conviction  he  felt  from  the 
moment  the  Message  was  read.  He  understood 
the  same  effect  was  produced  on  others.  And 
though  he  was  not  certain  about  the  fact  of  the 
fall  which  had  been  said  to  have  taken  place 
in  the  price  of  produce,  yet,  if  it  were  so,  it 
was  not  produced  by  the  decree  of  the  Directory, 
for  that  accompanied  the  first  Message  of  the 
President  and  it  was  the  last  which  had  the  effect 
spoken  of. 

The  effect  produced  by  the  decree  of  the  Direc- 
tor v,  said  Mr.  G.,  we  know.  It  oan  be  ascertain- 
ed by  the  variation -it  has  produced  in  the  price  of 
insurance.  He  understood  the  difference  which 
had  been  made  by  that  decree  in  the  insurance 
of  vessels  from  London  to  this  country  was  five 
per  cent. 

Mr.  G.  thought  it  important  that  an  early  deci- 
sion should  be  given  to  the  question  before  the 
committee,  that  the  people  of  the  United  State* 
might  know  what  they  had  to  expect,  and  in  order 
to  remove  the  idea  which  everywhere  prevailsi 
that  we  shall  be  in  a  war  in  a  very  short  time.  It 
is  upon  this  idea,  said  h&  that  the  insurance  offi- 
ces refuse  to  insure  vessels  in  French  ports ;  not 
on  account  of  the  decree  of  the  Directory,  but  from 
the  Message  of  the  President ;  and  it  was  with  a 
view  of  removing  this  impression,  he  believed, 
that  the  resolution  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Livingston  said  there  appeared  to  be  two 
objections  to  going  into  a  Committee  of  tha 
Whole  on  the  state  of  die  Union.    Some  think 
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the  propositioQ  before  it  is  of  too  trifling  a  nature 
to  consume  time;  others,  that  it  is  ot  so  great 
magnitude,  that  they  wish  to  gain  farther  infor- 
mation, and  to  have  time  to  consider  it.  The  first 
class  or  firentlemen,  he  thought,  treated  a  subject, 
eonfessedijr  of  great  importance,  with  too  much 
levity.  Gentlemen  say  you  do  ns  wronjf  when 
you  place  the  question  before  the  committee  in 
the  light  of  a  peace  or  war  (question.  We  have 
so  idea  of  going  to  war.  This  was  the  languae^e 
of  the  gentleman  from  New  Hampshire,  (Nlr. 
Gordon,)  particularly.  Had  that  gentleman  for^ 
ffotten  what  had  been  said  by  his  eloquent  friend 
from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Sbwall,)  who  sits  be- 
side him?  That  gentleman  hAd  declared,  not  that 
war  might  be  expected,  but  that  war  exists !  Was 
it  unreasonable,  after  such  a  declaration,  to  come 
to  a  resolution  which  says  that  it  is  not  expedient 
to  resort  to  war  at  this  time  ?  He  thought  the  wel- 
ftffe  of  the  country  required  it.  But  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  did  not  stop  here.  Though, 
he  said,  a  defensive  war  was  all  he  wished  for, 
under  our  present  circumstances,  yet  he  invoked 
the  Supreme  Being,  and  wished  we  were  in  a  situ- 
ation to  carry  on  an  offensive  war.  Yes,  ex- 
claimed Mr.  L.,  the  God  of  Peace  was  invoked  in 
fevor  of  war ;  the  Qod  of  Mercy  was  called  upon 
to  favor  a  war  of  vengeance ;  and  yet  gentlemen 
wished  to  throw  an  odium  upon  thase  who  come 
forward  with  a  proposition  for  peace ! 

Mr.  L.  said  he  wished  as  much  as  any  member 
for  further  information,  before  the  House  proceed- 
ed in  active  measures;  but  he  was  far  from  being 
certain  that  complete  information  could  be  ob- 
tained. He  believed  great  opposition  would  be 
made  to  the  call ;  in  the  next  place,  if  called  for, 
ke  believed  the  information  would  not  be  sent : 
he  supposed  this  from  a  former  refusal  made  on 
the  ground  of  Executive  authority..  He  depreca- 
ted the  decision;  but  he  believed,  as  precedent 
would  authorize  it,  it  would  be  made. 

Mr.  RuTLEDOB  thought  gentlemen  went  much 
too  far  on  this  occasion,  in  anticipating  not  only 
wiiat  would  be  the  proceedings  of  this  House,  but 
also  of  the  President  He  rose  immediately  after 
the  gentleman  from  Georgia,  (Mr.  Baldwin.) 
That  gentleman's  argument  went  against  a  post- 
ponement generally,  but  not  against  a  postpone- 
ment till  Monday.  That  gentleman  was  surprised 
that  gentlemen  should  wish  for  a  postponement ; 
he  was  one  of  those  who  excited  his  surprise;  he 
was  in  favor  of  the  postponement  of  this  question 
because  the  last  had  been  postponed.  He  thought 
the  motion  for  a  call  of  papers  ought  to  have  been 
passed  ;  but  not  having  passed  it,  he  wished  it  to 
pass  before  the  House  went  into  committee  on  the 
proposition  which  had  under^ne  some  discussion, 
especially  as  he  did  not  believe  the  delay  would 
postpone  the  final  decision  upon  it.  If  g:entlemen 
would  agree  to  pass  over  the  first  proposition,  and 
go  on  to  the  next,  which  relates  to  measures  for 
the  defence  of  the  country,  he  should  be  as  ready 
as  them  to  go  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union.  He  doubted  not  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia  was  anxious  to  deliver  the 
sfieeeh  which  he  had  promised  to  the  committee. 


[Mr.  Nicholas  informed  the  gentleman  he  would 
hear  no  speech  from  him  to-day.]  Mr.  R.  hoped 
then  he  would  not  object  to  the  postponement. 
The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  said  ne  wanted 
no  information ;  nor  did  he  himself  want  it.  He 
had  received  a  letter  from  France,  which  convinced 
him  of  the  perilous  situation  in  which  we  stood 
with  that  country.  He  had  seen  the  French  de* 
cree,  and  he  had  seen  a  Gazette  which  had  in* 
formed  him  that  the  Message  of  the  Directory  was 
passed  unanimously  by  the  Council  of  Five  Hun- 
dred ;  but  he  supposed  some  other  gentlemen  had 
not  sufficient  iniormation,  or  else  it  would  not  have 
been  called  for ;  and  surely  gentlemen  would  not 
call  such  to  vote  upon  what  they  deemed  to  be  a 
question  of  war  or  peace,  without  it. 

Gentlemen  had  said  that  the  Message  of  the 
President  had  produced  a  belief  that  we  shall  be 
involved  in  war,  and  that  produce  had  fallen  ac- 
cordingly. He  did  not  believe  the  fall  was  owing 
to  the  Message,  but  that  it  was  the  effect  of  the 
decree ;  and  asked  whether  the  President  would 
not  have  been  criminal,  if  he  had  suffered  the  des* 
patches  to  have  slept  a  night  upon  his  table  ?  He 
certainly  would ;  the  communication  was  indis- 
pensable. 

Mr.  Sewall  was  sorry  to  differ  in  opinion  froa 
his  friend  from  South  Carolina.  He  was  himself 
against  the  postponement.  This  difference,  he 
supposed,  arose  from  that  gentleman's  yielding  to 
the  assertion  of  gentlemen,  that  the  question  be- 
fore the  Committee  of  the  Whole  is  a  question  of 
war  or  peace,  which  he  himself  did  not.  He  never 
considered  the  question  in  that  light.  It  comes 
in  as  a  bar  to  any  measures  being  taken  for  the 
defence  of  our  country,  or  from  getting  into  busi* 
ness  which  really  concerns  the  state  of  the  Union. 
What  were  the  motives  of  gentlemen  for  bringing 
it  thus  in,  he  could  not  tell.  The  readiness  (» 
gentlemen  to  come  to  a  decision  upon  the  question 
without  further  information,  proves  that  they  do 
not  consider  it  as  a  question  pf  wur  and  peace. 
It  cannot  be  doubted,  that  if  the  Legislature  was 
called  upon  to  declare  war  against  any  nation, 
they  would  have  a  right  to  expect  that  every  fact 
relative  to  that  nation  should  be  laid  before  them. 

The  gentleman  from  New  York,  Mr.  S.  said, 
had  thought  fit  to  allude  to  him  as  appealing  to 
the  Qod  of  Mercy  to  support  us  in  a  vindictive 
war.  Punishm^t,  Mr.  8.  said,  was  sometimes 
the  truest  mercy ;  and  if  the  United  States  could 
inflict  punishment  on  France,  it  might  be  mercj* 
to  that  country.  And  could  any  American  citi- 
zen consider  the  sufferings  which  the  French  Re* 
public  had  brought  upon  our  merchants,  our  sei^ 
men,  and  upon  our  country  generally,  without 
calling  upon  the  Qod  of  Mercy  to  enable  us  to  in- 
flict punishment  upon  that  country  1  When  gen- 
tlemen say  (and  none  seem  to  deny  it)  that  France 
has  given  this  country  just  cause  of  war,  will  they 
not  say  France  has  given  us  just  cause  of  ven- 

feance?  And  is  there,  said  he,  a  patriot  in  this 
louse,  who  acknowledges  France  has  given  us 
just  cause  of  war.  and  who  does  not  wish  to  inflict 
that  war  upon  tnat  country  in  the  severest  and 
fullest  manner  1    It  was  irapossiblelp  prevent  the 
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wish.  He  could  not  himself  forbear  making  use 
of  the  expression  with  which  the  gentleman  tound 
fault;  he  could  not  refrain  from  calling  upon  Qod 
to  enable  us  to  avenge  our  wrongs. 

Gentlemen  are  perfectly  ready,  without  know- 
ing how  our  Envoys  have  been  treated,  to  declare 
inlavor  of  peace.  Mr.  S.  noticed  what  bad  been  said 
about  the  Message  of  the  President  having^  caused 
the  fall  in  the  price  of  produce,  and  called  upon 
gentlemen  to  point  out  that  part  of  it  which  was 
calculated  to  produce  that  effect.  This  fall  of 
produce,  he  said,  was  only  one  of  the  consequen- 
ces arising  from  the  wrongs  which  France  has  in- 
flicted on  this  country.  If  she  had  received  our 
Envoys,  no  such  thing  would  have  happened; 
and  could  the  President  be  blamed,  because  he 
communicated  the  enormities  of  the  French  Re- 
public to  Congress?  Certainly  he  ou^ht  not. 
The  whole  mischief  ought  to  be  ascribed  to  the 
offenders. 

Mr.  J.  Williams  was  against  the  postpone- 
ment. He  had  alwttys  been  of  opinion  that  the 
discussion  of  the  proposition  which  had  engaged 
the  House  for  some  days  would  have  mischievous 
effects  on  the  country.  He  wished,  instead  of 
discussing  this  question,  they  had  proceeded  to 
measures  which  went  to  placing  the  country  in  a 
state  of  defence.  The  reduction  of  the  price  of 
produce  he  ascribed  more  to  the  apprehension  of 
an  embargo  than  anything  else,  ana,  the  Senate 
having  decided  against  that  measure,  he  supposed 
the  alarm  would  cease.  He  thought  it  had  been 
the  object  of  gentlemen  to  alarm  the  country,  and 
to  induce  the  people  to  believe  that  the  Executive 
and  a  part  of  this  House  are  in  favor  of  war^  and 
that  they  only  are  for  peace. 

Mr.  T.  Claibornb  said,  if  the  debate  continued 
much  longer,  the  postponement  would  take  place, 
not  from  tne  force  of  gentlemen's  arguments,  but 
from  the  length  of  them,  as  it  would  soon  be  time 
to  adjourn. 

Mr.  R.Williams  moved  to  adjourn;  which 
was  carried. 

And  the  House  adjourned  till  Monday. 


Monday,  April  2. 
Mr.  Varnum  presented  a  petition  from  the  in- 
habitants of  Milton,  in  Massachusetts,  statins 
their  alarm  at  the  idea  of  the  peace  of  the  United 
States  being  placed  in  the  hands  of  men  who  may 
not  be  very  friendly  disposed  towards  the  inter- 
ests of  this  country,  viz:  the  masters  of  merchant 
vessels,  many  of  whom  were  formerly  British 
^bjects^  and  who,  though  they  have  been  natu- 
ralized m  this  country,  still  retain  all  their  Eng- 
lish prejudices  against  the  French,  and  may  exer- 
cise them  in  a  manner  which  may  lead  us  to  war, 
the  declaration  of  which  they  wish  to  remain  in 
the  power  of  Congress.  They  also  regret  the 
misunderstanding  which  at  present  sut»ists  be- 
tween this  country  and  France,  and  trust  that 
every  means  will  be  taken  to  adjust  it,  without 
having  recourse  to  war,  which  must  wholly  de- 
stroy our  commerce,  and  throw  the  weight  of  sup- 
porting such  a  state  upon  the  farmers  and  landed 


interests.     Referred   to  the    Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

RELATIONS  WITH  FRANCE. 

Mr.  Allen  called  up  for  decision  the  resolution 
for  certain  papers  from  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  (the  consideration  of  which  was  post- 
poned on  Friday  until  this  day,)  which  having 
teen  read — Mr.  A.  said,  he  would  agree  to  the 
amendments  proposed,  provided  the  mover  would 
allow  the  same  exception  to  be  used  that  had 
b€«n  proposed  on  a  former  occasion,  viz :  "except- 
ing such  parts  of  said  papers  as  any  existing  ne- 
gotiation may  render  improper  to  be  disclosed." 

Mr.  Nicholas  did  not  thmk  it  would  be  right, 
in  the  present  situation  of  things — when  we  are 
told  by  the  President  that  the  negotiation  with 
the  French  Republic  is  at  an  end,  and  that  there 
is  no  chance  ot  an  accommodation  taking  place 
between  the  two  countries — to  agree  to  any  ex- 
ception of  this  kind.  Called  upon  to  act  in  this 
desperate  state  of  things,  he  thought  it  would  not 
be  right  for  any  part  of  the  papers  which  had  led 
to  it  to  be  withheld  from  Congress.  The  Presi- 
dent having  thought  fit  to  declare  that  all  nego- 
tiation is  at  an  end,  and  that  he  is  without  hope 
of  an  accommodation,  it  could  not  be  thought 
proper  that  the  Legislature  should  be  called  U|)on 
to  act  upon  less  information  than  that  upon  which 
the  President  himself  had  acted.  He  thought  the 
Constitution  must  have  intended  this,  when  it 
placed  the  power  of  declaring  war  in  their  hands; 
to  suppose  the  contrary,  would  be  to  suppose  an 
absurdity.  With  respect  to  the  probability  of  any 
part  of  the  papers  interfering  with  any  existing 
negotiation,  he  could  not  conceive  that  possible ; 
at  any  rate,  he  thought  it  of  greater  consequence 
to  act  rightly  in  this  case,  than  to  have  reference 
to  any  improbable  circumstance  of  that  kind.  He 
hoped  the  gentleman  would  agree  to  withdraw 
the  exception  which  he  had  proposed,  as  to  retain 
it  would  defeat  the  call,  by  making  it  liable  to  all 
the  objections  which  were  made  to  the  former  ex- 
ception. Indeed,  notwithstanding  he  wished  very 
much  for  the  information  called  for,  he  should 
vote  against  the  resolution,  if  the  exception  was 
retained.    He  therefore  moved  to  strike  it  out/ 

Mr.  Allen  did  not  know  why  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  should  wish  a  different  form  of  a 
resolution  from  that  proposed  on  a  former  occa- 
sion. He  could  see  no  reason  but  this :  he  did 
not  believe  gentlemen  wished  to  see  these  papers 
before  the  House,  When  the  resolution  alluded 
to  was  adopted,  two  years  ago,  it  was  not  known 
that  any  negotiation  was  on  foot ;  and,  though 
the  President  had  told  the  House  two  weeks  ago 
that  all  negotiation  was  at  an  end,  it  might  not 
be  ^o  now.  But  suppose  there  was  nothing  upon 
which  this  part  of  the  resolution  could  act,  it 
could  do  no  narm.  He  would  not  however,  give 
gentlemen  an  opportunity  of  voting  against  the 
resolution.  He  would  withdraw  his  amendment; 
because  he  believed  the  President  would  be  autho- 
rized to  retain  such  parts  of  the  papers  as  he  may 
I  think  it  improper  to  communicate;  he  believed 
his  Constitutional  power  gave  hi|n  all  theright  to 
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do  this,  and  that,  therefore,  it  was  immaterial 
whether  the  resolution  contained  any  exception, 
or  not. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  to 
convince  the  gentleman  of  his  error  with  respect 
to  there  being  no  desire  for  the  papers. 

Mr.  Hartley  wished  the  qualification  of  the 
resolution  had  not  been  withdrawn.  He  thought 
it  proper.  He  had  also  his  doubts  whether  the 
House  could  Constitutionally  call  for  the  instruc- 
tions given  to  our  Ministers.  Mr.  H.  moved, 
therefore,  to  amend  the  resolution  by  re-adding 
the  exception  just  withdrawn. 

Mr.  Nicholas  observed,  in  reply  to  the  gentle- 
man from  Connecticut,  that,  if  our  situation  with 
Prance  is  changed  since  the  President's  last  com- 
munication, it  would  be  ground  for  a  new  Mes- 
sage. But  the  House  could  not  act  upon  anything 
so  uncertain ;  they  could  act  only  upon  the  idea 
of  things  being  now  in  the  same  situation  as  when 
the  President  sent  his  last  Message. 

Mr.  Harpbr  said,  when  this  question  was 
brought  forward  on  Friday,  he  moved  the  further 
consideration  of  it  until  to-day.  Upon  reflecting, 
however,  upon  what  he  thought  a  Constitutional 
question,  it  appeared  to  him  tnat  no  such  Consti- 
tutional question  was  involved  in  the  present  re- 
solution. The  present  call  for  papers,  he  said, 
stood  upon  a  very  different  ground  trom  that 
made  when  the  British  Treaty  was  undet  con- 
sideration ;  the  objections,  of  course,  against  that 
call  would  not  apply  in  the  present  case,  as  the 
papers  now  called  for  were  wanted  to  throw  light 
upon  a  subject  confessedly  within  the  Constitu- 
tional powers  of  the  House.  He  therefore  held 
the  call  not  only  to  be  Constitutional,  but  expe-. 
dient.  Nor  could  he  see  anv  ground  for  the 
amendment :  if  the  House  haa  a  Constitutional 
ri^ht  to  ask  for  information,  they  had  a  right  to 
ask  for  the  whole  information,  and  the  President 
would  judge  how  far  he  could,  with  propriety, 
comply  with  the  call.  But,  since  the  House  did 
not  know  that  the  communication  of  any  of  these 
papers  would  be  improper,  the  whole  ought  to  be 
called  for ;  and,  if  the  President  should  think  it 
proper  to  retain  a  part,  he  would  doubtless  give 
sufScient  reasons  to  the  House  for  doing  so.  On 
a  former  occasion,  when  it  was  moved  to  modify 
the  resolution  calling  for  papers  in  the  way  now 
proposed,  the  motion  was  rejected,  because  it 
went  to  alter  the  principle  contended  for ;  and  he 
believed  the  same  reason  would  lead  to  a  rejec- 
tion of  the  present  motion. 

If  he  bdieved  there  was  any  Constitutional 
question  in  this  motion  for  papers,  he  should  vote 
against  it;  but,  believing  the  contrary,  he  should 
vote  in  favor  of  it — not  because  he  wanted  the  in- 
formation, as  it  was  sufficient  for  him  that  the 
President  told  the  House  that  the  negotiation  was 
at  an  end.  and  that  our  Ministers  were  refused  an 
audience,  to  induce  him  to  go  into  every  measure 
of  defence  proposed ;  but  as  other  gentlemen 
wished  it,  he  hoped  the  resolution  would  be 
agreed  to  without  amendment. 

The  question  on  the  amendment  was  negatived 
without  a  division. 


The  question  then  returned  upon  the  resolution, 
in  the  following  words : 

'<  Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  communicate  to  this  House,  the  instruc* 
tions  to,  and  despatches  from,  the  Envoys  ExtraordinaF 
r^  of  the  United  States  to  the  French  Republic,  men- 
tioned in  the  Message  of  the  19th  instant'^ 

Mr.  Otis  said,  before  the  question  was  taken,  he 
would  state  his  intention  of  voting  against  the 
resolution,  not  from  any  doubts  of  the  Constitu- 
tional right  of  the  House  to  call  for  the  informa- 
tion, nor  from  an  indisposition  to  gratify  those 
gentlemen  who  want  the  information,  but  being 
satisfied  in  his  own  mind  that  the  facts  stated  in 
the  Message  are  true,  and  that  the  Commissioners 
who  were  sent  to  France  were  empowered,  not 
only  to  settle  our  differences  with  that  country, 
but  to  make  reasonable  concessions,  even  where 
the  injury  was  on  their  side ;  and  the  President 
having  declared  it  to  be  his  opinion  that  there  is 
no  hope  of  success  from  that  mission,  he  wished 
for  nothing  further  to  convince  him  of  the  propri- 
ety of  going  into  the  different  defensive  measures 
proposed.  If  he  had,  indeed,  conceived  that  the 
question  of  war  or  peace  was  before  the  House,  he 
might  have  wished  its  decision  to  be  delayed  until 
every  fact  relative  to  the  negotiation  had  been  be- 
fore them ;  but,  as  he  did  not  conceive  that  anv 
such  measure  had  been  started,  but  only  that  sucn 
defensive  measures  should  be  taken  as  a  much  less 
degree  of  danger  than  at  present  exbted  would 
authorize,  he  was  not  willing  to  take  any  share  of 
the  responsibility  as  to  the  inconveniences  and 
evils  which  may  result  from  publishing  the  cor- 
respondence in  Question.  If  the  disclosure  should 
enaanger  the  safety  of  our  Commissioners,  or  ope- 
rate as  a  discouragement  to  the  future  free  com- 
munications of  our  agents  abroad,  he  should  wish 
to  steer  clear  of  any  blame  on  the  occasion. 

Mr.  Gallatin  observed,  that  the  same  reasons, 
or  nearly  so,  which  have  been  mentioned  by  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  as  inducing  him 
to  vote  against  the  resolution,  would  induce  him 

g^r.  G.)  to  vote  for  it.  He  had  already  stated 
at,  viewing  the  question  in  the  light  he  did,  he 
did  not  want  further  information  to  enable  him  to 
decide  upon  it.  He  concluded  the  statement  made 
by  the  President  is  correct ;  that  it  is  true  that 
there  is  no  hope  of  accommodation  with  the 
French  Republic,  and  that  all  negotiation  is  at  an 
end ;  and,  taking  this  as  a  ground  upon  which  to 
act,  he  was  willing  to  act  upon  it  to  the  best  of  his 
judgment.  Mr.  G.  said,  he  considered  part  of  the 
measures  proposed,  to  be  measures  of  war,  though 
gentlemen  called  them  measures  of  defence ;  but. 
when  the  subject  should  be  gone  into,  he  woula 
prove  them  to  be  those  of  war ;  and  that  the  mea- 
sure adopted  by  the  President  in  relation  to  arm- 
ing mercnant  vessels,  is  a  war  measure.  On  this 
ground  he  was  ready  to  vote  against  any  such 
acts,  and  in  favor  of  anything  which  tended  to 
counteract  their  effect. 

But,  said  Mr.  G.,  if  there  are  ^ntlemen  on  this 
floor  who  conceive  that,  in  addition  to  the  infor- 
mation which  has  been  given  to  the  House,  the 
despatches  will  give  to  them  more  irritating  matter 
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than  they  have  yet  had,  which  may  have  a  ten- 
dency to  change  the  opinions  of  those  who,  like 
him,  are  in  favor  of  peace  measures,  he  had  no  ob- 
jection to  their  being  communicated.  He  did  not 
expect,  however,  that  anything  of  this  kind  would 
change  his  opinion.  The  House  had  had  enough 
of  this  matter  last  session,  and  in  the  late  commu- 
nications ;  but,  on  his  mind,  these  would  produce 
no  effect  as  to  the  Question  of  peace  or  war.  It  is 
true,  as  hinted  by  tne  gentleman  last  up,  that  some 
inconveniences  may  arise  from  the  despatches  be- 
ing communicated,  as  it  may  prevent  diplomatic 
characters  from  expressing  themselves  freely  in 
future ;  but  the  President  of  the  United  States 
was  not  afraid  of  this,  as  during  the  last  session  he 
had  communicated  information  of  this  kind«  with- 
out beinff  applied  to  for  it.  But  if,  after  havine 
examined  the  despatches,  he  is  convinced  it  wiU 
be  highly  injurious  to  the  public  welfare,  or  en- 
danger tne  safety  of  our  Cfommissioners,  or  pre- 
vent the  happy  issue  of  our  negotiation,  to  com- 
municate the  infonnation,  he  will  either  give  it, 
or  state  his  reasons  for  withholding  it  to  the 
House. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  decided  in 
the  a&mative — yeas  65,  nays  27,  as  follows  : 

Ymab — John  Allen«  George  Baer,  junior,  Ablaham 
Baldwin,  David  Bard,  Bailey  Bartlett,  James  A.  Bay- 
ard, Thomas  Blomit,  Richard  Brent,  David  Brooks,  Na- 
than Biyan,  Demsey  Burgea,  bamuel  J.  Cabell,  John 
Chapman,  Thomas  Claiborne,  William  Charles  Cole 
Claiborne,  John  Clopton,  William  Craik,  John  Daw- 
son, John  Dennis,  George  Dent,  Lucas  Elmendorph, 
William  Findley,  Nathaniel  Freeman,  jr.,  Albert  Galla- 
tin, William  B.  Giles,  James  Gillespie,  Andrew 
Gregg,  William  Bany  Grove,  John  A  Hanna,  Robert 
Goodloe  Harper,  Carter  B.  Harrison,  Jonathan  N. 
Havens,  Joe^  Heister,  David  Holmes,  Hesekiah  L. 
Hosmer,  Walter  Jones,  Edward  Livingston,  Matthew 
Locke,  Matthew  Lyon,  James  Machir,  Nathaniel  Macon, 
William  Matthews,  Blair  McClenachan,  Joseph  Mc- 
Dowell, John  Milledge,  Anthony  New,  John  Nicholas, 
Josiah  Parker,  Thomas  Pinckney,  John  Rutledge,  jr., 
TompeonJ.  Skinner,  Samuel  Smith,  William  Smith, 
Peleg  Sprague,  Richard  Sprigg,  jr.,  Richard  Stan- 
ford, Thomas  Snmter,  Abram  Trigg,  John  T^rigg,  Philip 
Van  CorUandt,  Joseph  B.  Yamum,  Abraham  Venable, 
Peleg  Wadsworth,  John  Williams,  and  Robert  Wil- 
liams. 

Nats— Stephen  Bullock,  Joshua  Coit,  Samuel  W. 
Dana,  Abiel  Foster,  Dwig^t  Foster,  Heniy  Glen,  Chaun- 
oey  Goodrich,  Roger  Griswold,  Thomas  Hartley,  Wil- 
liam Hindman,  James  H.  Imlay,  John  WiJkes  Kittera, 
Samuel  Lyman,  Daniel  Morgan,  Lewis  R.  Morris, 
Harrison  G.  Otis,  Isaac  Parker,  John  Reed,  Jas.  Schore- 
man,  Samnel  Sewall,  William  Shepard,  Thomas  Sin- 
nickson,  Nathaniel  Smith,  George  Thatdier,  Mark 
Thomson,  Thomas  Tilfingfaast,  and  John  E.  Van 
Alen. 

Messrs.  Allen  and  Hanna  were  appointed  a 
committee  to  wait  upon  the  President  with  the 
MUd  resolutioo. 

Mr.  KiTTMA  reported  a  bill  for  authorizing  cer- 
tain officers  to  administer  oaths ;  which  was  com- 
Bitted  for  to-morrow. 


DEFENCE  OF  NEW  YORK  HARBOR. 

Mr.  Bewall,  from  the  Committee  for  the  Pro- 
tection of  Commerce  and  the  Defence  of  the 
Country,  made  a  report  on  the  memorial  of  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  of  New  York,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  insecure  state  of  the  harbor  of  that  port. 
The  report  states^  that  Congress  had  this  subject 
under  consideration  at  the  last  session,  and  pro- 
vided that  any  State  should  be  authorized  to  ex- 
pend any  sucn  sum  upon  their  fortifications  as 
they  should  deem  proper,  not  exceeding  the  sum 
of  which  such  State  was  found  indebted  to  the 
United  States  in  the  settlement  of  the  accounts 
between  the  States  and  the  United  States.  This 
proposition  having  been  wholly  neglected  by  the 
State  of  ^ew  York,  and  no  cession  having  been 
made  of  the  soil,  the  committee  recommended, 
after  stating  that  it  will  be  proper  to  include « 
sum  fpr  purchasing  cannon  and  ammunition  for 
the  said  fortifications,  the  following  resolution: 

**  Resohed,  That  a  bill  be  rqmrted  to  repeal  the  pro- 
vision of  cession  in  the  act  providing  for  the  further  de- 
fimoe  of  the  ports  and  harbors  of  the  United  States,  and 
provide  in  lieu  thereof  that  the  fortifications  which  diall 
be  erected  and  allowed  for  by  the  United  States  pursnant 
to  that  act,  shall  become  the  properly  of  the  Unitsd 
States ;  also  to  provide  that  any  State  which  shall  accept 
of  the  proposal  made  by  the  said  act,  and  proceed  to  fin- 
ish any  fortification  heretofore  commenced,  and  which  by 
the  President  of  the  United  States  shall  be  judged  of  nse 
in  the  defence  of  any  port  or  harbor,  or  in  maJuDg  any 
additional  fortifications,  under  his  directioni  shall  be  al- 
lowed, in  the  manner  proposed  by  the  said  act,  as  well  for 
all  previous  expenditures  made  since  March  SO,  1794, 
as  for  tbe  expenses  which  shall  be  made  pursuant  to  the 
said  proposal,  not  exceeding  the  balance  in  which  such 
State  respectively  has  been  found  indebted  to  the  United 
States." 

The  report  was  committed  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union.' 

FOREIGN  CONSULS. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Otis,  the  House  went  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  appropriating 
a  sum  of  money  for  defraying  expenses  incurred 
by  our  Consuls  and  Vice  Consuls ;  and,  after  filling 
the  sum  appropriated  with  $30,000,  the  committee 
rose,  and  tne  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

FRENCH  RELATIONS. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union ;  when, 
after  a  suggestion  from  Mr.  Pincknet,  that  it 
would  be  best  to  pass  over  the  first  resolution  and 
go  on  to  the  others ;  and  some  observations  from 
Mr.  N.  Smith  against  passing  over  the  first  reso- 
lution^  and  in  favor  of  coming  to  an  immediate  vote 
upon  It,  as  being  of  no  consequence,  and  deciding 
nothinj^,  a  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Harper  for  the 
committee  to  rise,  in  order  that  the  business  mig^t 
be  postponed  until  the  information  or  an  answer 
from  the  President  on  the  subject  should  be  re- 
ceived; which  was  carried,  and  the  committee 
rose  accordingly. 

Mr.  Allbw  informed  the  House  that  the  com- 
mittee appointed  to  wait  upon  4he  President  with 
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the  resolution  which  had  been  agreed  to,  had  per- 
formed that  service,  and  he  had  informed  them 
that  he  would  take  the  matter  under  considera- 
tion, and  do  what  the  public  safety  should  seem  to 
require. 

ORGANIZING  THE  MILITIA. 

The  order  of  the  day  was  next  called  for  on  the 
bili  for  organizing  and  disciplining  the  militia  of 
the  United  States,  and  the  House  went  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  this  subject ;  when 
the  first  section,  which  provides  for  the  establish- 
ment of  a  select  corps,  having  been  read,  a  motion 
was  made  \i^  Mr.  Varnum  to  strike  it  out,  in  order 
to  try  the  principle  of  the  bilL  This  motion  was 
advocated  by  Messrs.  Varnum,  Nicholas,  and 
W.  C.  Claiborne  ;  and  opposed  by  Messrs.  J. 
Williams,  Macon,  Shepard,  S.  Smith,  Harper, 
Brooks,  and  Datton.  No  question  was  taken. 
The  committee  had  leave  to  sit  again. 


Tuesday,  April  3. 
Mr.  Harrison  reported  a  bill  providing  com> 
pensation  for  the  marshals,  clerks,  attorneys,  jurors, 
and  witnesses^  in  the  Courts  of  the  Unit^  States, 
and  for  repealing  certain  parts  of  acts  therein  men- 
tioned, and  for  other  purposes ;  which  was  com- 
mitted for  to-morrow. 

SURVEY  or  NORTHWESTERN  LANDS. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from 
Rufus  Putnam,  Surveyor  General,  stating  the  dif- 
ficulty and  impractability  of  running  north  and 
south  lines,  according  to  the  true  meridian,  in  the 
survey  of  the  Northwestern  Territory  lands,  and 
su^ffestiug  the  propriety  of  repealing  that  part  of 
the  law,  and  requiring,  instead  thereof,  that  all  in- 
struments used  in  the  said  survey  be  adjusted  to 
one  meridian.  Referred  to  the  committee  on  the 
subject  of  Northwestern  Territory  lands. 

MEMORIAL  ON  PUBLIC  AFFAIRS. 

Mr.  Gallatin  presented  the  following  memo- 
rial from  forty  members  of  the  General  Assembly 
of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  viz: 
To  the  Congrem  oftht  United  SkOes: 
The  Memorial  of  the  sabtciibers,  members  of  the  Gen- 
eral Aasembly  of  the  Commonweeithof  Petmsylvania, 
lespeetfntly  sheweih : 

That  year  memorialists^  fidthftilly  attentive  to  the  pros- 
perity and  happiness  of  their  conadtuenti,  cannot  con- 
tenplate  the  present  crisis  in  the  affidrs  of  the  United 
States,  without  leafing  the  strongest  solicitode,  by  every 
honorable  means,  to  avert  the  htHrrors  of  ths  war  vrhidi 
thieaiens :  and,  although  they  claim  no  other  influence 
on  yoor  deliberations  and  transactions  than  that  to  which 
tlMy  are  entitled  in  common  with  all  their  feUow-dtiBens, 
they  are  penaaded  that  the  public  confidence  reposed  in 
thmxk  will  at  once  justify  the  expraarion  of  their  srati- 
raents^  and  insun  a  liberal  interpretation  of  the  motives 
wfeddi  actuate  them  in  addresring  those  sentbnents  to 
jour  honorable  body. 

That  your  memorialists  wiU  not,  on  this  occasion,  take 
a  retrospective  view  of  the  events  of  tlie  American  Revo- 
lution, m  order  to  awaken  a  sense  of  gratitude  for  former 
sendcsib  nor  advert  to  the  peculiar  rhanirier  of  European 


war,  in  order  to  mitigate  the  feelings  of  reeentraent  ioe 
recent  injuries  on  the  part  of  France  ;  but  regarding  only 
the  existing  state  of  their  country,  ita  policy,  its  interests, 
and  its  independence,  every  principle  of  patriotism  impels 
them,  not  merely  to  deprecate  a  public  annuDciation  of 
hostilities,  hut  firmly  to  discountenance  every  measure 
which  tends  to  inflame  the  spirit  of  animosity,  and  to 
dissolve  the  bond  of  amity  with  that  Republic. 

That,  whether  your  memorialists  contemplaAe  the  iUi* 
dependent  resources  of  Uie  Union,  er  the  aid  to  be  derived 
from  a  foreign  alliance — ^the  principles  of  a  Republican 
system,  or  Uie  means  of  gratifying  the  best  vrish  of  their 
constituents— they  are  atike  impressed  with  the  imports 
ance  of  pursuing  a  condliatoiy  and  pacific  course.  They 
perceive,  indeed,  no  glory,  no  benefit,  to  be  attained  for 
their  country,  through  the  medium  of  a  War,  that  ca^ 
compensate  for  the  stagnation  of  commerce,  the  suspen- 
sion of  agriculture,  the  efiusion  of  blood,  the  waste  of 
treasure,  &e  desolation  of  property,  and  Uie  d^fNravation 
of  morals,  which  are  its  insepi^able  concomitants ;  while 
the  issue  of  the  European  contest  must  either  leave  the 
United  States  without  nn  efficient  friend,  or  fatally  asso- 
ciate them  with  the  rival  of  their  commerce,  and  the 
enemy  of  Republicanism. 

That  your  memorialists,  under  these  general  impres* 
dons,  submit  the  subject  with  great  anxiety,  but  with 
greit  deference,  to  the  consideraticm  of  your  honorable 
body,  trusting  that  your  wisdom,  co-operating  vrith  the 
wisdoih  of  other  departments  of  the  Government,  will  be 
competent  to  the  preservation  of  peace,  without  ^e  saori* 
fice  of  any  essentuU  right,  or  the  violation  of  any  import- 
ant trust  But,  above  all,  your  memorialists  earnestly 
hope,  that  while  the  constituted  authorities  shall  deem  it 
unjust  or  inexpedient  to  engage  in  a  public  war,  the  neu- 
trality and  peace  oT  the  nation  may  not  be  put  at  hazard 
by  authorizing  private  citizens  to  arm  and  equip,  under 
any  pretence,  ihe  vessels  of  the  United  States. 

William  Maclay,  M.  Leib,  Samuel  Maday,  P.  Muh« 
leoberg,  John  Moore,  Balfisr  Geehr,  Chas.  Shoe- 
maker, John  Coningham,  N.  B.  Boiieau,  P.  Frai- 
ley,  I^vid  Krause,  Isaac  Van  Horn,  Aaron  Lyle, 
Jacob  Painter,  Abraham  Horn,  W.  Sterrett,  Sun* 
uel  Snyder,  Thomas  Mewhorter,  W.  Linnard, 
W.  Hoge,  Isaac  Weaver,  jr.,  Manuel  Eyre,  Jehu 
Smilie,  James  Harris,  John  Rea,  Wm  Findl^, 
John  Wright,  Abraham  Hendricks,  J.  Bennett^ 
Isaac  Worrell,  Robert  Philson,  Robert  WhitehiU» 
A.  Baird,  John  Hamilton,  John  Starbird,  Chris* 
topheir  Lower,  J.  Keen,  Samuel  Dale,  J.  Bren* 
don,  G.  Wilson. 

Mr.  Gallatin  moved  that  this  petition  be  re* 
fef  red  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union. 

Mr.  Allen  was  stating  some  objections  to  the 
petition  on  account  of  its  purporting  to  be  from 
members  of  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania ;  he 
thought  no  more  weight  was  due  to  this  petition 
than  would  be  due  to  a  petition  from  forty  other 
individuals;  when 

A  Message  was  announced  from  the  President 
OP  THE  United  States.    It  was  in  the  following 
words : 
Gentlemen  of  the  Senate,  and 

Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Repreamtativee  : 

In  compliance  with  the  request  of  the  House  of  Bep- 
reaentatives,  expressed  in  their  resolution  of  ths  Sd  of 
this  numth,  I  transmit  to  both  Houses  the  instructioDs  to 
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and  despatches  from  the  Envoje  Extraordinaiy  of  the 
United  States  to  the  French  Republic,  which  were  men- 
tioned in  my  Message  of  the  10th  of  March  last,  omit- 
ting only  some  names,  and  a  few  expressioDs  descriptive 
of  the  pers(ms, 

I  request  that  they  may  be  considered  in  confidoice 
until  the  members  of  Congress  are  fully  possessed  of 
their  contents,  and  shall  have  had  opportunity  to  deliber- 
ate on  the  consequences  of  their  publication  ;  after  which 
time,  I  submit  thiem  to  your  wisdom. 

JOHN  ADAMS. 

Uhitxd  Statss,  AprU  3,  1798. 

The  above  Message  having  been  read,  the  gal- 
leries and  House  were  cleared  of  strangers,  and 
the  House  was  occupied  in  reading  the  papers  ac- 
companying until  past  three  o'clock,  when  they 
adjourned,  without  making  any  order  respecting 
them. 


Wednesday,  April  4. 

The  bill  authorizing  an  expenditure  and  making 
an  appropriation  for  tne  reimbursement  of  money 
advanced  by  the  Consuls  of  the  United  States  in 
foreign  countries,  was  read  the  third  time  and 
passed. 

Mr.  Livingston  reported  a  bill  declaring  the 
assent  of  Congress  to  two  acts  of  the  State  of 
North  Carolina,  therein  mentioned,  whicH  was 
twice  read  and  committed. 

STATEMENTS  OP  TONNAGE. 

Mr.  Otis  proposed  a  resolution  to  the  House, 
calling  upon  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  for  a 
statement  of  the  shipping  belonging  to  the  differ- 
ent districts  of  the  United  States ;  when, 

Mr.  Gallatin  observing  that  it  would  be  best 
to  adopt  a  similar  resolution  to  the  one  formerly 
a^eed  upon,  including  loreign  as  well  as  domes- 
tic shipping,  the  following  was  agreed  to : 

**Re8olvedt  That  the  Secretary  of  tha  Treasury  be  di- 
rected to  lay  before  this  House  a  statement,  exhibiting 
the  tonnage  of  shipping  belonging  to  the  sev^^  districts 
of  the  United  States  at  the  last  period  for  which  an  ac- 
count can  be  prepared,  distinguishing  the  registered  from 
the  enrolled  and  licensed  tonnage ;  also,  a  comparative 
statement  of  the  tonnage  of  vessels  employed  in  the  trade 
between  the  United  States  and  foreign  countries,  from 
January  1,  1795,  to  the  latest  period  at  which  an  account 
can  be  made  up,  distinguishing  the  foreign  from  the 
domestic  tonnage." 

RELATIONS  WITH  PRANCE. 

Mr.  Kittera  wished  the  House  to  take  up  the 
bill  which  he  reported  on  Monday,  respecting  the 
authorizing  certain  officers  to  administer  oaths. 

Mr.  Allen  hoped  the  galleries  would  be  cleared, 
in  order  that  they  might  again  go  into  the  con- 
sideration of  the  confidentialcommunication  from 
the  President  of  yesterday.  . 

Mr.  Gallatin  supposed,  as  that  business  would 
not  occupy  much  time,  it  would  be  best  if  deferred 
till  the  close  of  the  sitting,  and  in  the  mean  time 
go  on  with  other  business. 

Mr.  Allen  said,  he  wished  to  take  up  the  con- 
fidential business,  as  he  supposed  the  papers  would 
be  made  public,  and  he  was  desirous  that  it  should 
be  decided  upon  as  early  as  possible. 


Mr.  Gallatin  said,  if  that  was  the  gentleman's 
intention,  he  had  no  objection. 

The  ^Ueries  were  cleared  accordingl]^  ;  and 
the  whole  of  the  sitting  was  occui)ied  with  this 
business,  without  coming  to  a  decision. 

Thursday,  April  6. 
Mr.  D.  Foster,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  sundry  citizens 
of  the  western  counties  of  Pennsylvania,  who 
pray  for  compensation  for  losses  and  damages  sus- 
tained from  the  army  and  militia  in  the  Western 
insurrection,  in  1794.  The  report  states,  that  if 
supplies  were  furnished  by  the  petitioners,  and  regn- 
ular  vouchers  are  furnished,  their  accounts  will  be 
settled  by  the  proper  department ;  but  if  the  losses 
complained  of  were  not  of  this  kind,  they  must  be 
considered  like  other  sufferings  consequent  on  a 
state  of  warfare,  for  which  this  Government  never 
made  any  allowances.  This  report  was  commit- 
ted for  Monday. 

RELATIONS  WITH  FRANCE. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Dent,  the  House  resolved  to 
resume  the  consideration  of  the  confidential  com- 
munications lately  received  from  the  President,  and 
the  galleries  and  House  were  of  course  cleared  of 
strangers.  The  doors  were  closed  till  past  four 
o'clock,  when  an  adjournment  took  place,  before 
any  decision  had  been  come  to  with  respect  to  the 
publication  of  the  communications. 


FamAY,  April  6. 

Mr.  Livingston,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  recommitted  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  sick  and 
disabled  seamen,  reported  a  new  bill,  conformable 
to  the  amendments  heretofore  adoplea ;  which  was 
committed  for  Monday. 

The  same  gentleman,  from  the  Committee  on 
Commerce  and  Manufactures,  reported  a  bill  for 
erecting  a  li^ht-house  and  placing  buoys  at  the 
places  therein  mentioned,  which  was  committed 
for  Monday.  This  bill  contemplates  the  erection 
of  a  light-house  at  Old  Point  Comfort,  in  Vir- 
ginia, the  placing  of  buoys  in  Portland  harbor, 
and  the  staking  out  of  Warren  river. 

The  House  severally  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  declaring  the  as- 
sent of  Congress  to  two  acts  of  the  State  of  North 
Carolina  therein  mentioned,  and  the  bill  author- 
izing certain  officers  to  prescribe  oaths ;  which 
were  reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading  on  Monday. 

IMPEACHMENT  OP  WILLIAM  BLOUNT. 

Mr.  SiTOREAVES;  on  behalf  of  the  managers  of 
the  impeachment  against  William  Blount,  to 
whom  were  referred  certain  proceedings  of  the 
Senate,  of  the  first  of  March,  reported  it  as  their 
opinion  that  it  would  be  expedient  for  the  House 
to  adopt  the  following  resolutions : 

**Re8ohed,  That  a  conference  be  desired  with  the 
Senate  on  the  subject  of  &eir  resolntion  of  the  first  of 
Mtrch  last,  relative  to  the  impeachment  oi  William 
Bloonty  and  that  the  managers  appointed  to  conduct  the 
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nid  impeachment  be  the  managexB  for  this  Houm  at  the 
propoeed  conference. 

'*  Ruolvedf  That  the  managers  of  this  House  do  re- 
quest, at  the  said  conference,  that  the  Senate  will  appoint 
a  daj,  during  the  present  cession  of  Congress,  for  the  re- 
turn of  die  summons  directed  by  their  resolution  of  the 
finrt  <tf  March  aforesaid,  to  be  ismied  to  the  said  William 

BlOQQt" 

The  resolutions  were  agreed  to. 

STATEMENTS  OP  TONNAGE. 

The  Speaker  kiid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  accompany' 
ing  two  statements  exhibiting  the  tonnage  ofship- 

Sing  belonging  to  the  several  districts  of  the  tJnited 
lates,  at  the  close  of  the  year  1796;  also,  a  com- 
paratife  view  of  the  tonnas^e  ^  all  vessels  which 
paid  duties  in  the  ports  of  Uie  United  States  each 
year,  from  1790  to  1796,  inclusively;  distinguishing, 
ffenerally^  the  employments  of  the  vessels  of  the 
United  States  and  the  tonnage  of  vessels  belong, 
ing  to  different  foreign  nations,  in  pursuance  ofa 
resolution  of  the  4th  instant ;  whicn  was  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

RELATIONS  WITH  PRANCE. 

Mr.  Macon  moved  that  the  House  afain  resume 
the  consideration  of  the  confidential  communi- 
cation from  the  President;  which  motion  being 
agreed  to.  the  galleries  were  accordingly  cleared. 

After  tne  doors  had  been  closed  about  an  hour 
and  a  half,  they  were  opened ;  when 

Mr.  Bayard  moved  .that  1,200  copies  of  the 
despatches  from  our  Commissioners  in  Paris, 
which  were  lately  communicated  by  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  to  Congress,  be  printed 
for  the  use  of  the  members,  which  would  furnish 
each  about  twelve  copies  for  the  purpose  of  trans- 
mitting to  his  constituents. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  moved  to  amend  the  resolution, 
by  adding  after  the  words  '*  Congress,"  "  and  or- 
dered bv  the  Senate  to  be  published." 

Mr.  Dent  thought  such  an  amendment  would 
be  very  improper,  as  the  House  had  no  official 
knowledge  of  what  the  Senate  had  done  with 
respect  to  these  despatches. 

Mr.  Nicholas  wished  to  know  whether  this  res- 
olution for  printing  was  in  order,  as  it  was  in  ef- 
fect the  same  with  that  on  the  propriety  of  pub- 
lishing the  papers  decided,  whilst  the  doors  were 
closed,  to  be  postponed  till  Monday. 

The  Speaker  said  a  distinction  had  heretofore 
been  made  between  ^* printing"  and  "publishing." 
He  recollected  this  distinction  was  acted  upon  in 
the  confidential  business  relative  to  the  Algerine 
Treaty. 

Mr.  Gallatin  could  not  see  any  distinction  be- 
tween "  publishing"  and  "printing  1200  copies"  of 
the  despatches  in  question,  especially  as  gentle- 
men  state  them  to  be  wanted  for  tlie  purpose  of 
sending  to  their  constituents.  He  should  be  in 
favor  of  printing  for  the  members'  own  use;  as 
was  done  in  the  case  alluded  to  by  the  Speaker, 
hat  not  for  publication,  as  that  motion  had  al- 
ready been  postponed  till  Monday. 

Mr.  Brook0  was  surprised^  when  the  injuno- 
5th  Gov. 


tion  was  taken  off,  that  gentlemen  should  still  be 
opposed  to  the  prmting  of  these  papers.  Any 
person  miffht  now  print  them ;  and  it  was  proper, 
whatever  differences  of  opinion  had  been  express- 
ed as  to  their  publication  heretofore,  that  thej 
should  now  be  made  as  public  as  possible.  U 
gentlemen  are  afraid  of  making  them  public,  and 
wish  to  confine  them  in  the  dark,  or  to  Philadel- 
phia alone,  they  act  rightly  in  opi>osing  the  print- 
ing; but  he  hoped  the  motion  would  be  earned. 

Mr.  T.  Claibornb  moved  a  postponement  of 
the  question,  which  was  negativ^ — 42  to  32. 

Mr.  Blount  always  thought  it  improper  to 
print  more  copies  of  any  papers  than  were  neces- 
sary for  the  use  of  the  members  in  conducting 
the  business  of  the  House.  When  membei-s  wisE 
to  send  papers  to  their  constituents,  they  can  par- 
chase  what  number  of  copies  they  please ;  for  if 
he  were  to  have  12  copies  laid  upon  his  desk,  he 
should  have  occasion  to  purchase  20  or  30  more, 
for  the  purpose  of  sufficiently  communicating  die 
matter  to  his  constituents. 

The  question  on  Mr.  Smith's  amendment  was 
put  and  negatived. 

Mr.  Brooks  did  not  see  why  members  should 
be  put  to  this  expense  of  purchasing  what  it 
would  be  for  the  public  good  to  circulate.  He 
therefore  moved  for  2,000. 

Mr.  Thatcher  seconded  the  motion,  in  order 
to  oblige  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  (li^. 
Blount.) 

Mr.  Harper  was  in  favor  of  the  2,000,  and  if 
any  one  would  move  for  3,000,  he  sl^ould  be  in  fa- 
vor of  it,  as  he  should  wish  to  send  a  good  num- 
ber to  his  constituents. 

Mr.  Shepard  hoped  less  than  2,000  would  not 
be  printed. 

Mr.  Hartley  thought,  after  the  motion  for 
publication  had  been  postponed  till  Monday,  gen- 
tlemen ought  to  have  been  satisfied  with  having 
the  usual  number  of  copies  printed. 

Mr.  Qallatin  said  when  he  was  up  before  ke 
had  made  some  observations  on  the  distinction 
which  the  Speaker  had  stated  as  subsisting  be- 
tween printing  and  publishing ;  but  it  appeared  as 
if  the  gentleman  from  New  York  (Mr.  Srooks) 
had  neither  attended  to  what  he  had  said,  nor  ta 
what  fell  from  the  Chair,  *when  he  made  a  kind 
of  reply.  If  he  had,  he  would  have  seen  that 
those  observations  did  not  go  to  the  question  of 
publishing  or  not ;  but  to  the  point  of  order.  It 
would  be  recollected  that  the  publication  of  these 
papers  had  been  opposed,  not  because  they  wished 
to  prevent  their  publication.,  because  they  knew, 
though  not  officially,  that  the  Senate  had  ordered 
500  copies  to  be  printed ;  but  it  had  been  opposed, 
because  gentlemen  did  not  wish  to  take  upon 
themselves  the  responsibility  of  the  miblication. 
The  question  was  therefore  postponed  till  Mon- 
day. Mr.  G.  said  his  objection  to  this  motion 
was,  because  He  considered  it  to  be  the  same  mo- 
tion which  had  been  postponed,  only  in  a  differ- 
ent form.  If  this  motion  should  be  posUKmed  on 
Monday,  after  the  Senate  have  published  the  oor- 
respoodence^  he  should  not  object  to  it.  A  large 
majority  (ot  wbich  he  was  one)  w^  opposed  la 
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the  publication  of  these  papers,  not  on  the  ground 
of  any  efifect  they  would  produce  on  the  citizens 
of  this  country,  but  from  an  idea  that  they  ought 
not  to  be  publisned  before  we  knew  the  final  issue 
of  our  negotiation.  He  beliered  that  erery  gen- 
tleman who  opposed  the  publication,  would  have 
wished  it,  if  the  publication  could  bare  been  con- 
fined to  our  own  citizens.  He  thought  it  improp- 
er^ therefore,  that  a  contrary  motive  should  be  at- 
tnbuted  to  tnem. 

Mr.  BaooKS  explained. 

Mr.  FiNnLET  said  the  distinction  was  very  clear 
between  printing  a  pa^r  in  confidence  and  print- 
ing it  for  the  purpose  of  sending  to  their  constit- 
uents. 

Mr.  J.  Williams  said,  sioce  they  had  taken  off 
the  secrecy  from  the  consideration  of  the  subject 
before  them,  he  thought  it  mattered  little  wheth- 
er 500  or  2,000  copies  of  the  papers  were  printed ; 
but  if  as  many  were  to  be  printed  as  each  mem- 
ber wanted  for  his  constituents,  at  least  3,000 
would  be  wanted,  as  he  represented  at  least  30 
towns,  and  he  could  not  send  less  than  one  to 
each.  As  to  the  expense,  he  believed  an  hour's 
debate  would  cost  more  than  the  whole  3,000 
copies. 

Mr.  McDqwbll  said,  this  question  was  the  same 
as  that  which  had  been  postponed  till  Monday. 
He  was  sorry  the  motion  for  postponement  was 
carried,  because  the  same  thing  is  now  attempted 
to  be  done  indirectly,  which  could  not  be  effected 
in  a  direct  way.  He  supposed  on  Monday  the 
House  would  receive  from  the  Senate  the  usual 
number  of  copies ;  be  hoped,  therefore,  the  House 
would  adjourn,  as  there  was  no  immediate  occa- 
sion for  printing. 

The  usual  motion  for  adjourning  till  Monday 
being  first  decided,  the  motion  for  adjournment 
was  put  and  negatived— 44  to  37. 

Mr.  Lton  was  in  favor  of  the  largest  number  ; 
and  if  he  followed  the  rule  of  the  gentleman  from 
New  York,  he  might  wish  for  7,^,  as  he  repre- 
sented 70  towns.  But  his  principal  reason  for 
voting  for  the  largest  number  was,  because  he 
tkought  the  papers  so  trifling  and  unimportant, 
that  no  printer  would  risk  the  printing  of  them 
in  a  pamphlet ;  and  it  would  take  a  small  weekly 
paper,  such  as  was  punted  in  his  district,  two 
months  to  print  them,  if  nothing  else  were  inserted. 

Mr.  Macon  said,  in  endeavoring  to  give  so 
much  information,  they  would  give  none ;  for  if 
the  number  proposed  to  be  sent  were  to  be  for- 
warded, he  should  expect  to  hear  of  the  mail  be- 
ina  broken  down.  He  hoped  the  usual  number 
only  would  be  printed.  He  had  no  objection  to 
the  publication ;  but  he  did  not  expect  the  ques- 
tion would  have  been  brought  forward  to-day. 

Mr.  Otib  inquired  whether  the  gentleman  from 
Vermont  had  not  said  these  papers  were  so  tri- 
fling and  unimportant  that  no  printer  would  un- 
dertake to  print  them. 

Mr.  Lton  repeated  what  he  had  said. 

Mr.  Giles  moved  to  adjourn.  The  motion  was 
Becatived,  43  to  36. 

Mr.  Champlin  was  astonished  at  the  opposition 
■nde  to  the  publication  of  the  despatches.    [The 


Speaker  reminded  Mr.  C.  that  the  question  was 
as  to  the  number  to  be  printed.]  He  was  sur- 
prised that  any  objection  should  be  made  as  to 
the  number,  especially  as  the  additional  expense 
could  be  no  object.  He  thought  it  proper  they 
should  speedily  be  published,  m  order  to  do  away 
the  false  impressions  which  erroneous  publica- 
tions may  have  produced.  He  did  not  understand 
how  gentlemen  could  reconcile  their  wish  for 
publicit^r  with  their  opposition  to  the  proposed 
publication.  • 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  to 
print  3.000  copies^  and  negatived,  there  being  only 
14  in  the  affirmative ;  then  on  2,000,  and  negativ- 
ed, 42  to  38. 

Mr.  TiLLiNGHA^T  movcd  for  an  adjournment, 
which  was  negatived,  27  only  voting  in  the  affir- 
mative. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  printing  1,200. 

Mr.  Macon  moved  to  strike  out  1,200  and  in- 
sert the  usual  number ;  which,  after  some  obser- 
vations from  Mr.  Bay  Ann  in  favor  of  1,200  copies, 
was  negatived. 

The  question  was  then  taken  and  the  motion  to 
print  1,200  adopted. 


MoNnAT,  April  9. 

The  bill  declaring  the  assent  of  Congress  to 
two  acts  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  and  the 
bill  to  authorize  certain  officers  and  other  persons 
to  administer  oaths,  were  read  the  third  time  and 


FORTIFICATIONS. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  wished  the  House  to  go  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  in  order  to  take  into  consideration  the  for- 
tification of  our  ports  and  harbors. 

The  motion  was  put  and  carried,  and  the  House 
accordingly  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union.  Mr.  Dbn^ 
in  the  Chair;  when,  the  Chairman  having  read 
over  the  different  subjects  which  had  been  referr- 
ed to  that  committee, 

Mr.  Allen  hoped  the  committee  would  first 
come  to  a  decision  upon  the  first  resolution  of  the 
gentleman  from  Maryland,  (Mr.  Sprioq,)  which 
had  already  undergone  considerable  discussion. 

Mr.  Matthews  moved  a  postponement  of  that 
resolution. 

Mr.  Sprtoo  seconded  the  motion. 

Mr.  Allbn  hoped  it  would  not  be  postponed. 
He  wished  to  hear  some  reason  why  such  a  reso- 
lution should  still  lie  on  the  table,  as  while  it  lay 
there  it  would  seem  as  if  there  was  an  intention 
of  hereaAer  calling  it  up.  He  hoped,  therefore, 
if  it  were  not  withdrawn^  a  decision  would  be 
hafd  upon  it.  The  design  in  bringing  it  forward 
was  evident ;  but  he  trusted  there  was  no  gentle- 
man of  the  committee  who  now  wished  to  pass 
such  a  resolution ;  and  he  hoped,  if  it  was  not 
withdrawn,  it  would  be  rejected. 

Mr.  Harper  difiered  in  opinion  with  the  gen- 
tleman from  Connecticut.  He  saw  no  advantage 
that  could  arise  from  rejecting  the  re0oliil&OB,a]iy 
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more  than  from  carnring  it ;  bat  ^eat  iDconre- 
ttMnee  miffht  arise  from  a  long  discussion  of  it. 
If  the  resolution  had  been  called  up  by  its  friends, 
he  should  have  used  his  endeavors  to  have  defeat- 
ed it;  but  as  the  supporters  of  it  were  willing  to 
let  it  lie,  he  thought  those  who  had  always  deem- 
ed it  an  improper  question  ought  not  to  object 
to  it. 

Mr.  Sewall  believed,  that  if  the  gentleman 
from  Connecticut  recollected  that  this  proposition 
was  not  made  in  the  House,  but  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  and  therefore  could  not  ffo  upon  the 
Journal,  he  would  consent  to  its  lying.  If  the 
gentleman  from  Maryhmd  (Mr.  Sprioo^  would 
think  fit  to  withdraw  nis  resolution,  it  might  be 
well ;  if  not,  a  postponement  might  be  well. 

Mr.  J.  Williams  hoped  this  proposition  would 
be  suffered  to  lie  over,  and  that  nothing  would  be 
said  about  this  or  anything  else  that  comd  i>roduce 
heat  in  the  committee ;  but  that  they  miffht  go 
on  with  harmony  in  the  business  of  the  Union, 
losing  sight  of  all  misunderstandings  which  had 
taken  place  either  in  or  out  of  doors. 

Mr.  J.  Pabkeh  wished  the  proposition  to  be 
postponed,  because  he  believed  if  it  was  postpon- 
ed it  would  never  be  called  up  again.  He  hoped, 
therefore,  the  ffentleman  from  Connecticut  would 
suffer  the  subject  to  pass,  that  the  committee 
might  proceed  in  measures  which  are  necessary 
for  the  defence  of  the  country,  and  upon  which. 
he  trusted,  there  would  be  but  little  difference  ot 
opinion. 

^  Mr.  Nicholas  hopled  the  resolution  would  be 
postponed,  or  got  rid  of  sonpe  other  way.  When 
It  was  brought  forward  h^^onght  it  perfectly 
proper,  and  he  also  thought  tK  eflSct  then  intend- 
ed to  be  produced  by  it  now  proper.  But  as  he 
siipposed  there  were  other  ways  in  which  the 
friends  of  peace  might  express  their  opinion,  and 
as  he  apprehended  a  further  discussion  of  the  pro- 
Bodtion,  after  the  publication  of  our  late  despatches 
Rom  France,  might  give  pise  to  an  idea  that  the 
Mipporters  of  it  were  willing  to  remain  at  peace 
•ten  upon  the  teriDs  proposed  by  the  French  Min- 
kter  of  Foreign  Relations,  (which  he  was  sure 
was  not  the  case,)  he  wished  the  subject  to  be  put 
aside,  either  by  oeing  postponed  or  withdrawn. 
He  was  as  much  as  ever  a^^inst  taking  measures 
which  might  lead  to  hostility,  but  he  trusted  other 
opportunities  would  occur  of  showing  this  dispo- 
sition without  a  further  discussion  of  the  proposi- 
tion in  question. 

The  motion  for  postponement  was  put  and 
earned. 

Mr.  Sewall  then  moved  that  the  committee 
f*o  into  the  consideration  of  a  resolution  reported 
on  the  8th  of  March,  for  appropriating  a  sum  of 
money  for  fortifying  the  ports  and  harbors  of  the 
United  States. 

It  was  accordinjorly  read. 

Mr.  Macon  desired  to  know  to  what  extent  it 


I  wished  to  carry  these  fortifications. 
Mr.  Sewall  thought  it  best  to  leave  this  busi- 
ness, in  some  measure,  to  the  discretion  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  and  for  this  pur- 
pose he  proposed  to  amend  the  resolution  by  add- 


ing the  following  words :  "  And  that  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  be  authorized  to  make 
such  additional  and  other  fbrtifications  as  the 
common  defence  may  seem  to  require." 

Mr.  Macon  was  apprehensive  that  all  the  mo- 
ney expended  on  this  object  would  be  thrown 
away.  It  had  heretofore  been  successfully  shown 
that  the  most  expensive  works  of  this  kind  in  the 
United  States  were  wholly  useless  from  their  im- 
proper situation.  Besides,%e  did  not  think  forti-^ 
ncations  were  found  of  much  use  in  the  late  war. 
He  knew  of  only  two  instances  in  which  effec- 
tual resistance  wsl^  made  by  them.  It  would  be 
seen  that  in  Europe  fortifications  were  now  less 
attended  to  than  thev  had  heretofore  been.  In- 
deed, he  believed  if  tne  United  States  were  to  go 
into  an  expensive  scale  of  fortifications,  the  reve- 
nues of  the  country  would  not  be  equal  to  it,  and 
he  thought  money  might  be  much  more  advanta- 
geously expended. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  admitted  that  some  of  the  fortifi- 
cations of  the  Union  might  have  been  improperly 
placed,  but  could  not  agree  with  the  gentleman 
from  North  Carolina  as  to  thdr  inutility.  At  the 
last  session,  Mr.  S.  said,  there  remained  an  unex- 
pended balance  of  $22,000  for  this  object,  and 
Congress  then  appropriated  $115,000.  But  a 
small  part  of  this  money,  he  observed,  had  been 
expended.  The  reason  which  the  Secretary  of 
W«ir  gives  for  this  is,  that  he  did  not  think  it  pro- 
per to  expend  more  because  we  had  not  men  to 
fill  the  fortifications  when  they  should  be  ready  to 
receive  them.  He  wished  the  Secretary  of  War 
had  not  exercised  this  opinion,  but  had  laid  out 
the  money  as  directed.  The  select  committee, 
he  saidj  had  taken  into  view  the  several  places  to 
which,  It  would  be  proper  to  attend,  which  he  sup- 
posed would  be  enumerated  when  a  bill  was 
Drought  in.  The  sum  which  it  was  supposed 
would  be  wanted,  in  addition  to  the  money  alrea*> 
dy  in  hand,  was  estimated  at  9115,000.  The 
amendment  was  intended  to  empower  the  Presi- 
dent to  erect  a  post  on  the  Chesapeake,  which,  he 
believed,  from  the  account  given  of  the  situation 
by  gentlemen  from  that  quarter  would  be  very 
proper. 

The  question  on  the  amendment  was  put  and 
carried. 

Mr.  Dayton  (the  Speaker)  approved  of  the 
resolution,  but  hoped  when  the  select  commit- 
tee reported  a  bill  they  would  be  prepared  to  give 
some  information  as  to  two  points ;  nrst,  as  to  the 
cession  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the  places  whereon 
forts  are  to  be  erected,  to  the  United  States ;  and^ 
secondly,  as  to  the  instances  in  which  the  Stales 
have  purchased  the  soil  without  the  previous  con* 
sent  of  the  State  to  which  it  belonged.  He  was 
by  no  means  prepared,  at  present,  to  consent  to 
the  laying  out  of  any  mone^  on  fortifications,  the 
prior  cession  of  the  jurisdiction  of  which  haa  not 
been  made  to  the  United  States.  He  did  net 
know  but  he  might  eventually  be  obliged  to  wnire 
this  objection,  but  he  hoped  this  information  would 
be  given. 

Mr.  J.  Williams  supposed  it  would  be  proper 
to  instruct  the  committee  to  the  effect  whiicktA 
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gentleman  from  New  Jersey  had  stated,  if  he 
wished  them  to  report  in  the  way  he  had  mention- 
ed. But  he  did  not  think  this  was  a  time  to  in- 
quire into  this  subject^  but  to  fortify  the  coast  in 
those  places  where  it  is  most  vulnerable,  indepen- 
dent of  any  other  consideration. 

The  resolution  was  put  and  carried,  there  being 
71  members  in  its  favor. 

Mr.  Sewall  said,  it  was  proper  that  Congress 
should  come  to  sometfeterminatioi)  with  respect 
to  the  fortifications  in  the  port  of  New  York,  as 
the  Legislature  of  that  State  is  now  sitting,  and 
when  they  know  the  determination  of  Congress 
they  can  act  accordingly.  He  called  up,  there- 
tore,  for  consideration,  the  report  of  the  Commit- 
tee for  the  Protection  of  Commerce  and  the  De- 
fence of  the  Country  on  the  memorial  of  the 
New  York  Chamber  of  Commerce. 

The  report  having  been  read,  the  resolution  re- 
commended was  agreed  to. 

The  committee  rose  and  reported  the  resolu- 
tions, which  being  agreed  to,  a  bill  was  directed  to 
be  brought  in  accordingly. 

RELIEr  rOR  SEAMEN. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Livingston,  the  House  went 
into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  for 
the  relief  of  sick  and  disabled  seamen,  and,  after 
adopting  some  amendments,  the  bill  was  agreed 
to,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 
[This  bill  proposes  the  payment  of  twenty  cents  a 
moDth  by  every  seaman  in  the  United  States  to- 
wards the  support  of  hospitals  for  sick  and  disa- 
bled seamen.] 

INVALID  PENSIONERS. 

Mr.  D.  Foster  called  up  for  decision  the  report 
of  the  Committee  of  Claims  on  a  resolution  di- 
rectine  them  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
amendiug  the  laws  respecting  invalid  pensioners; 
which  was  accordingly  read  and  concurred  in.  It 
was  against  any  alterations  in  the  existing  laws. 

NATIONAL  DEFENCES. 

Mr.  Sewall,  from  the  Committee  for  the  Pro- 
.  tection  of  Commerce  and  the  Defence  of  the 
Country,  made  a  further  report,  as  follows : 

That  it  is  expedient  to  authonie  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  erect  fortifications  in  snch  ports  and 
places  near  the  seacoast  as,  in  his  judgment,  shall  be  re- 
quisite and  advantageous  for  the  common  defence. 

That  a  considerable  addition  is  requisite  to  be  made 
to  the  corps  of  artillerists  and  engineers  already  estab- 
lished, to  be  employed  in  the  several  fortifications  which 
have  been  and  which  shall  be  erected  on  or  near  the 
■eacoast. 

That  a  large  supply  of  cannon,  arms,  and  ammuni- 
tion is  necessary  to  be  immediately  provided  for  the  ser^ 
vice  of  the  United  States. 

An  addition  to  a  resolve  heretofore  reported,  and  un- 
der the  consideration  of  the  House,  will  effect  the  first 
mentioned  object. 

For  &e  others,  the  committee  recommend  the  follow- 
ing reeoiutions : 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 

be  authorized  to  raise  and  establish companies 

of  artillerists  and  engineers,  in  addition  to  the  present 
ai^blishment 


Resolved,  That  the  sum  of dollars  be  appro- 
priated by  law  for  the  purchase  of  cannon,  arms,  and 
ammunition  for  the  service  of  the  United  States. 

The  report  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

REUBEN   SMITH  AND  NATHAN  STRONG. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Livingston,  the  House  went 
into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  a  favorable 
report  on  the  petitions  of  Reuben  Smith  and  Na- 
than Strong,  which  being  agreed  to,  the  commit^ 
tee  rose,  and  a  bill  was  ordered  to  be  brought  in 
accordingly. 


Tuesday,  April  10. 

Mr.  Sewall  reported  a  bill  supplementary  to 
the  act  for  the  protection  of  the  ports  and  harnors 
of  the  United  States,  which  was  committed  for 
to-morrow. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate,  in- 
forming the  House  that  the  Senate  had  passed  a 
bill  for  providing  an  additional  armament  for  the 
protection  of  the  trade  of  the  United  States,  and 
for  other  purposes,  to  which  they  ask  the  concur- 
rence of  tne  House ;  and  that  thev  have  agreed 
to  a  conference  on  the  subject  of  W.  Blount's  im- 
peachment. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  providing  an  addi- 
tional armament  (yiz :  a  number  of  vessels  not 
exceeding  sixteen  of  22  ffuns  each,  for  which  it  is 
proposed  to  appropriate  $950,000)  was  twice  read ' 
and  conmiitted  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  om 
the  state  of  the  Unioj^ 

RELATIONlf  WITH  TRANCE. 

Mr.  Gordon  saic(|ks  he  understood  the  Saiate 
had  ordered  a  number  of  copies  to  be  printed  of 
the  instructions  given  by  the  Executive  to  our 
Envoys  Extraordinary  to  the  French  Republic, 
he  should  move  that  600  copies  of  these  instruc- 
tions be  printed  for  the  use  or  the  members  of  this 
House. 

The  Speaker  said,  that  previous  to  the  receiv- 
ing of  such  a  motion,  it  would  be  necessary  to 
clear  the  galleries  and  House  of  strangers,  as  all 
the  proceedings  on  that  subject  had  been  had,  and 
must  continue  to  be  had,  with  closed  doors,  until 
the  injunction  of  secrecy  was  taken  off. 

The  motion  was  not  persisted  in. 

ORGANIZING  THE  MILITIA. 

The  House  next  went  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  bill  for  organizinj^,  disciplining,  and 
arming  the  militia  of  the  United  States ;  whea 
Mr.  Varnum's  motion  for  striking  out  the  first 
section  of  the  bill,  which  provides  lor  a  select  and 
a  reserved  corps;  the  former  to  consist  of  all 
young  men  from  18  to  24,  the  latter  from  24  to  40. 

The  motion  for  striking  out  the  section  waa 
made  to  try  the  principle  as  to  a  select  corps,  and 
was  supported  by  Messrs.  Yarn  dm,  W.  C.  Clai- 
borne, Nicholas,  Gallatin,  PiNnLEY,and  Skin- 
ner. It  was  urged  by  then^  that  to  introduce 
the  proposed  system  would  be  wholly  to  derange 
the  present  establishment,  which,  though  it  was 
not  perfect,  was  capable  of  being  improved  and 
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made  to  answer  every  purpose  of  an  efficient  mili- 
tia. In  proof  of  this  it  was  stated,  that  the  militia 
in  the  £astem  States  was  in  perfect  order  and 
discipline,  and  that  being  the  case  in  those  States, 
it  might  also  be  the  same  in  others,  if  like  means 
were  taken.  If  the  same  laws  were  passed  by  the 
United  States  for  the  rec^qlation  of  the  whole 
militia,  as  at  present  existed  in  the  Eastern  States, 
and  if  the  militia  offieers  were  everywhere  equally 
attentive  to  their  duty,  the  militia  miffht  generally 
be  in  equally  good  order.  That  the  ^an  proposed 
was  only  known  in  theory;  that,  though  it  might 
answer  well  in  a  thickly  settled  country,  it  would 
be  attended  with  many  and  great  inconveniences 
in  spare  settlements,  as  to  get  100  young  men 
toother  to  exercise,  would  take  in  a  circuit  of  20 
miles:  besides,  that  the  sending  out  a  large  num- 
ber of  young  men  together,  without  persons  of 
more  advanced  years,  as  a  check  upon  them, 
would  have  a  bad  effect  upon  their  morals;  and 
to  take  youn^  men  away  from  their  business, 
which  they  might  be  just  commencing,  for  ten  or 
twelve  days  at  a  time,  would  ruin  them.  Nor 
was  it  believed  that  young  men  could  be  so  well 
disciplined,  or  kept  together,  as  if  they  were  inter- 
spersed with  persons  of  greater  age  and  solidity. 

Mr.  J.  Williams  stated  the  expense  attending 
the  present  system  as  far  beyond  what  it  is  gene- 
rally thought  to  be,  and  considerably  more  than 
the  system  proposed  would  be.  He  supposes  there 
are  now  about  600,000  men  enrolled,  who  at  least 
spend  six  days  of  a  year  in  the  militia  service, 
which,  if  recKoned  at  a  dollar  per  day  (including 
expenses)  amounts  to  $3^600,000  per  annum.  By 
the  bill  now  proposed,  it  is  supposed  the  select 
•corps  will  consist  of  about  150,000  men,  who  are 
to  be  employed  twelve  days  in  a  year.  The  re- 
.served  corps,  about  350,000  men,  is  to  be  called 
out  only  one  day  in  the  year — so  that  the  differ- 
ence of  expense  in  favor  of  the  new  system, 
would  at  least  be  $1,275,000.  Besides,  the  present 
system  exonerates  one-fifth  of  the  people  from  the 
service,  by  exceptions  in  favor  of  officers  of  vari- 
ous kinds,  which  he  deemed  unequal  and  unjust. 
In  fine,  that  the  present  system  is  burdensome,  at 
the  same  time  that  it  is  inadequate  to  the  defence 
•of  the  country,  and,  if  not  amended,  would  be  the 
means  of  introducing  into  this  country  what  is  the 
bane  of  all  free  Governments — a  standing  army. 

The  new  system  was  supported  by  Messrs.  S. 
8mith,  Shepabu,  Datton,  Macon,  Brooks. 
PiNCKNET,  and  Harper,  as  affording  at  all  times 
an  active,  efficient  militia,  of  at  least  150,000  men, 
which  would  place  the  country  at  all  times  in 
security,  as  no  foreign  Power  would  ever  think  of 
attacking  a  country  which  could  call  out  this 
force ;  that  the  young  men  having  been  actively 
engaged  in  discipline  from  18  to  §4,  would  after 
that  time  to  the  a^e  of  40,  form  a  reserved  corps, 
ready  to  be  called  upon  in  cases  of  emergencv. 
That  the  disciplining  of  these  young  men  would 
keep  the  officers  in  exercise,  and  they  would  learn 
iiow  to  take  care  of  men  when  they  were  out  in 
serrice,  which  was  a  consideration  of  first  import- 
ance ;  that  young  men  would  train  much  Mtter 
together  than  if  mthers  and  sons  were  in  the  same 


ranks,  and  being  clothed  in  uniform,  they  would 
become  ambitious  of  excelling  in  miliury  duty. 
That  this  plan  would  be  more  economical  than 
the  present,  and  would  make  fewer  exceptions 
from  service ;  and  it  was  a  plan  which  had  been 
warmly  recommended  by  the  first  military  man 
in  this  country,  the  late  President  of  the  United 
States,  and  would  render  a  standing  army  in  the 
country  wholly  unnecessary. 

The  motion  for  striking  out  the  first  section 
was  lost— 45  to  31 ;  when  tne  committee  rose  and 
had  leave  to  sit  again. 

SICK  AND  DISABLED  SEAMEN. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  sick  and  disabled  sea- 
men (which  provides  that  every  seaman  belong- 
ing to  the  United  States  shall  pay  twenty  cents  a 
month  out  of  his  wages  for  the  relief  of  sailors  in 
distress,  and  for  the  erecting  of  hospitals)  having 
been  read  the  third  time,  and  the  question  on  pass- 
ing being  put, 

Mr.  Sewall  saidj  he  was  unwilling  to  say  any 
thing  against  this  bill ;  but  the  passing  of  it  would 
be  attended  with  many  inconveniences  and  objec- 
tions, which  ought  to  oe  mentioned.  He  allowed 
the  objections  principally  applied  to  the  part  of 
the  Union  from  whence  he  came,  where  provision 
is  already  made  for  sick  and  disabled  persons  of 
every  description,  sailors  as  well  as  others,  with 
which  every  person  in  the  community  is  charged. 
Seamen  in  that  quarter,  therefore,  now  pay  their 
full  proportion  or  money  for  public  charity;  and 
if  they  were  again  to  be  called  upon  by  this  act, 
they  would  be  made  to  pay  in  two  different  ways 
for  the  same  object,  without  any  advantage  to 
themselves,  because  they  are  already  entitled  to 
relief  in  case  of  sickness  or  disability.  But  if 
this  was  not  the  case,  he  doubted  the  propriety  of 
taxing  seamen  only  for  the  support  of  what  ought 
to  be  considered  as  a  public  charity.  He  thought 
the  laws  of  reason  and  charity  called  upon  the 
public  at  lar^e  in  support  of  unfortunate  men  of 
this  description,  and  that  the  burden  ouffbt  not 
exclusively  to  be  laid  upon  them.  We  have  no 
common  feelins^  with  these  men;  the  tax  will  faU 
upon  no  member  of  this  House,  but  will  be  ex- 
clusively drawn  from  the  eflfrnings  of  a  small  part 
of  the  community,  who,  in  all  probability,  will 
receive  no  advantages  from  it  for  fifty  years  to 
come,  as  large  and  splendid  buildings  must  first  be 
erected,  in  order  to  exhibit  to  the  world  a  speci- 
cimen  of  public  charity.  Nothing  of  this  xind 
was  to  be  seen  in  his  part  of  the  country;  but  this 
class  of  persons  nevertheless  were  provided  for. 
Neither  native  or  foreigner  was  there  sick  without 
care  and  relief  being  afforded  him.  It  was  diffi- 
cult, therefore,  to  conceive  upon  what  reasonable 
ground  the  seamen  of  his  State  could  be  called 
upon  to  contribute  to  a  fund  of  this  kind.  The 
only  reason  which  had  been  assigned  was,  that 
the  New  England  seamen  frequently  visited  the 
Southern  States,  where,  if  they  were  taken  sicL 
there  was  no  provision  for  their  relief.  He  hoped 
those  States  would  provide  relief  for  such  unfoi^ 
tunate  persons ;  if  not,  sailors  must  go  there  as 
they  go  into  foreign  countries. 
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Much  reliance,  Mr.  S.  said,  had  been  laid  on 
the  example  of  England,  where  it  was  said  simi- 
lar establishments  existed.  But  those  establish- 
ments were  began  by  the  grants  of  individuals, 
and  a  particular  class  of  seamen — those  employed 
in  the  na?y  merely  contributed  to  their  current 
expenses ;  so  that  the  two  cases  were  very  differ- 
eat.    He  hoped,  therefore,  the  bill  would  not  pass. 

Mr.  PiNCKNET  was  sorry  to  diffar  from  his 
friend  from  Massachusetts  on  this  subject.  He 
kad  hoped  the  objections  which  he  had  before 
stated  to  the  principle  of  this  bill  would,  by  this 
time,  have  been  removed.  The  gentleman  had 
before  stated,  that  his  principal  objection  to  this 
bill  arose  from  there  being  already  provision  made 
in  the  Eastern  States  for  the  relief  of  sick  and 
disabled  seamen.  It  was  then  stated  in  reply,  that 
provided  the  law  did  bear  a  little  hard  upon  that 
State,  from  their  known  federal  disposition,  it  was 
ho{»ed,  as  it  would  operate  a  general  benefit  to  the 
Union,  it  would  not  be  objected  to.  But  it  was 
then  shown,  and  he  would  repeat  it,  that  the  law 
could  not  bear  hard  upon  them.  If  there  is  a  pro- 
vision at  present  made  in  Massachusetts  for  per- 
sons of  this  description,  it  must  be  a  burden  upon 
the  people  there ;  and  if,  after  the  passing  of  this 
law,  that  burden  be  removed,  it  would  certainly 
be  oeneficial  to  the  citizens  of  that  State  in  gene- 
ral, though  it  may  be  a  tax  upon  the  seamen. 

The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  had  also 
spoken  a^inst  the  general  utilitv  of  the  measure. 
ne  said  it  was  taxing  a  particular  description  of 
men  for  a  general  object.  On  the  contrary,  he 
thought  it  onlv  reasonable  and  equitable  that  these 
persons  should  pay  for  the  benefit  which  they  were 
themselves  to  receive,  and  that  it  would  be  neither 
iust  nor  fair  for  other  persons  to  pay  it.  But  he 
believed  if  the  subject  was  further  looked  into,  it 
would  be  found  that  the  seamen  would  not  pay 
the  tax  themselves,  as  it  would  come  to  be  consi- 
dered as  wases,  and  by  that  means  become  a  gen- 
eral tax,  as  the  merchant  who  would  have  to  pay 
it  would  lay  it  upon  his  merchandise. 

But  the  ffentleman  says,  this  tax  is  to  be  appro- 
priated to  the  building  of  large  and  splendid  hos- 
pitals. As  iar  as  he  had  considered  the  bill,  he 
understood  that  the  erection  of  hospitals  was  only 
a  secondary  object.  Relief  to  distress  is  the  first 
thing  to  be  attended  to,  and  if,  after  affording  this 
relief,  the  tax  produces  a  suficient  surplus,  it  is  to 
be  employed  in  the  erection  of  suitable — not  large 
and  splendid — buildings,  as  hospitals. 

The  gentleman  had  also  said,  that  the  seamen 
of  the  Eastern  States  must  rely  upon  provisions 
made  for  them  b3r  the  Southern  States  in  case  of 
sickness,  dbc. ;  or.  if  no  such  provision  was  made, 
they  must  take  tne  same  chance  as  when  they  go 
into  foreign  countries.  This  observation  does  not 
apply,  as  the  United  States  have  made  provision 
for  their  sick  and  disabled  seamen  in  foreign  coun- 
tries by  means  of  Consuls,  which  it .  is  contem- 
plated to  make  more  eficient  than  it  has  hereto- 
lorc  been ;  but  this  is  not  the  case  in  Southern 
States.  Seamen  who  are  sick  and  disabled  there 
h^ve  only  to  lely  upon  private  charity  for  sup- 
port ;  and  sorely  the  Eastern  States,  which  fur- 


nish at  least  three-fifths  of  the  seamen  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  are  interested  in  providing  some  more 
certain  support  for  their  unfortunate  citizens.  All 
those  circumstances  considered,  he  trusted  the  bill 
I  would  pass. 

i  Mr.  Livingston  said,  the  objections  to  this  biU 
had  arisen  from  two  sources :  its  inequality  as  to 
different  parts  of  the  Union,  and  its  inequality  aa 
to  the  persons  upon  whom  it  was  to  operate.  Otk 
the  first  point,  he  thought  such  satisfactory  ui- 
swers  had  been  given  as  must  have  proved  effec- 
tual. He  was  sorry  it  had  not  had  that  effect ;  bm 
notwithstanding  the  pertinacious  opposition  wbidi . 
this  bill  has  received  from  the  gentleman  last  np^ 
he  doubted  not  it  would  pass  by  a  large  maj|oritj. 
The  inequality  said  to  arise  in  its  operation  in  dif*- 
ferent  parts  ot  the  Union  was  owing  to  provision 
having  already  been  made  in  some  States  for  the 
relief  of  sick  and  disabled  seamen.  But  how,  he 
asked,  would  this  provision  injure  that  part  of  the 
United  States?  Did  not  the  gentleman  see  that 
the  President  had  the  power  to  appropriate  money 
for  the  temporary  relief  of  seamen  in  the  first  in- 
stance? Of  course,  he  would  reimburse  to  the 
State  of  Massachusetts,  or  any  other  State,  any 
sums  of  money  expended  for  this  purpose.  The 
provision  which  the  gentleman  speaks  of  as  being 
made  for  this  description  of  persons,  he  supposed, 
was  the  common  town  charities,  which,  it  they 
were  to  be  reimbursed,  the  inequality  wnich  had 
been  spoken  of  would  appear  to  be  oidy  iimagi- 
nary.  But  if  the  inequality  had  existed,  when 
the  gentleman  had  seen  the  extreme  utility  of  such 
a  provision  in  other  parts  of  the  Union,  he  should 
have  hoped  he  would  have  waived  his  objection. 

In  the  city  which  he  represented,  Mr.  L.  said, 
they  had  also  a  provision  of  this  kind.  At  Charlea- 
ton,  and,  he  believed,  at  Philadelphia,  similar  sup- 
port was  afforded  to  persons  of^  this  description^ 
In  New  York,  there  were  generally  300  sict  and 
disabled  seamen  relieved  in  the  course  of  a  year, 
and  he  supposed  an  equal  number  might  receive 
support  from  the  institutions  of  the  two  other 
cities  he  had  mentioned.  Besides,  the  persons  upon 
whom  this  inequality  was  stated  to  fall,  ought 
not  to  make  any  violent  objection  to  it,  as  they 
were  themselves  in  the  habit  of  receiving  some 
anall  advantages  from  the  Union,  which  ought  to 
^event  a  murmur  at  a  provision  like  the  present 
They  receive,  said  he,  $76,000  annually  in  boun- 
ties on  their  fishing  vessels,  though  the  duty  on 
the  salt  used  in  curing  their  fish,  which  this  bounty 
was  given  to  countervail,  does  not  amount  lo 
more  than  $30,000.  Indeed,  he  did  not  believe 
the  people  themselves  would  object  to  the  tax  in 
question.  If  he  knew  anything  of  the  careless, 
honest  nature  of  this  class  of  men,  they  would  not 
object  to  so  trifiinff  a  sum  as  twenty  cents  a 
month  for  so  valuable  an  object  A  sailor^  said 
he.  is  concerned  only  for  the  present,  and  is  mca^ 
pable  of  thinking  of,  or  inattentive  to,  future  wel- 
fare ;  he  is,  therefore,  a  proper  object  for  the  car# 
of  Government  and  whilst  he  can  provide  an 
asylum  for  infirmity  or  old  age,  by  the  sacrifices 
of  a  few  gills  of  ruin^  he  will  not  scruple  to  do  it» 

But  it  was  said  this  benefit  could  not  accrue  to 
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sailors,  for  a  namber  of  years,  as  magoificent 
buildings  must  be  first  erected.  Surely  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts  did  not  attend  to  the 
Srovisions  of  this  bill,  or  else  he  wished  to  pro- 
uce  a  false  impression  upon  the  conuniltee.  Nor 
was  it  customary  for  the  ^ntleman  to  express  his 
doubts  about  the  Executive  misusing  any  power 
placed  in  his  hands.  Surely  he  could  not  suppose 
that  the  President  would  expend  the  money  raised 
by  Tirtue  of  this  act  for  the  relief  of  distress,  in 
the  erection  of  magnificent  buildings.  For  his 
own  part,  he  could  not  believe  any  such  thing : 
he  believed  the  monev  would  be  properly  appli^ 
and  no  more  be  hearcf  of  the  miseries  of  this  class 
ojf  men.  And  if  any  surplus  remained,  it  would 
be  expended  in  a  frugal  way,  so  as  to  conduce  to 
the  hapniness  and  comfort  of  this  class  of  men, 
and  to  tne  honor  of  the  nation. 

Mr.  Sewall  did  not  think  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  had  treated  him  or  his  observations 
with  much  candor.  That  gentleman,  said  he^ 
claims  to  himself  a  great  deal  of  benevolence  ana 
charity  to  the  sailors  of  the  United  States.  He  is 
th«  father  of  this  bill,  which  considers  these  men 
as  incapable  of  taking  care  of  themselves,  and 
calls  upon  them  to  subscribe  for  their  own  sup- 
port in  case  of  sickness  or  inability,  without 
taking  a  farthing  from  the  pocket  of  tne  United 
States,  or  from  the  gentleman  himself.  The  gen- 
tleman spoke  of  charity ;  he  thought  his  charitv 
equal  to  that  gentleman's.  [Mr.  Livingston  said, 
he  was  far  from  speaking  of  his  own  charitv.] 
Mr.  8.  said,  he  was  himself  arg[uing  against  his 
own  interest ;  for  it  had  been  said  by  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York,  that  in  case  this  bill  passed 
into  a  law,  persons  who  had  been  heretofore  called 
upon  to  support  this  class  of  men,  would,  in 
future,  be  excused  from  this  charge ;  whereas,  if 
it  did  not  pass,  he  should  be  charged  with  tnis 
tax  as  at  present.  But  he  contended,  that  as  the 
sailois  or  Massachusetts  could  not  be  excused 
from  paying  the  town  taxes,  it  was  hard  they 
should  be  called  upon  lu^n  to  pay  for  the  support 
of  tkdr  own  body.  Yet,  for  doing  this,  he  was 
cbaiged  with  pertinacity  and  a  want  of  benevolence 
towards  this  class  of  men.  Mr.  S.  believed  he 
hftd  a  greater  respect  for  seamen  than  that  gen- 
tleman, and  it  was  his  opinion,  that  the  saUors 
were  able  to  take  care  of  themsielves  without  the 
assistance  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York. 

Besides,  said  Mr.  S.,  this  bill  proposes  the  erec- 
tion of  puUic  hospitals,  (howevor  economically 
they  may  be  built,)  not  merely  for  the  seamen  of 
the  United  States,  but  for  the  seamen  of  foreign 
nations;  so  that  the  sailors  of  this  country — a 
class  of  men  who  have  nothing  to  spare — are  also 
called  upon  and  forced  to  support  a  public  charity 
for  foreigners; 'for  out  of  one  hundred  citizens  of 
the  United  States  who  pay  to  this  fund,  perhaps 
not  one  would  receive  any  benefit  from  it.  if 
there  had  been  previous  benefactions  to  a  consi- 
ikrable  amount  for  this  object,  as  hsd  been  the 
case  in  other  countries,  and  tfa!ese  contributions 
were  waisied  only  for  current  expenses,  the  thing 
would  have  been  different. 
Bttt  the  gentleman  from  New  York  represenU 


the  people  of  Massachusetts  as  receiving  g^reat  ad- 
vantages from  a  bounty  on  fish  exported,  which 
was  intended  to  reimburse  the  duty  on  salt  used 
in  their  business ^curinff  fish;  and  he  had  calcu- 
lated this  advanOge  far  beyond  what  it  really  is.. 
But  admitting  tlRit  they  receive  something  more 
than  the  amount  of  the  duty  paid  on  their  salt,  it 
must  be  allowed  that  it  went  to  the  encourase-^ 
ment  of  a  set  of  men  at  all  times  valuable  to  Uie 
^United  States,  but  particularly  so  at  this  time. 
But  was  this  any  argument  why  he  should  not 
oppose  this  tax  ?  Would  it  be  proper  for  him  to 
answer  to  these  men,  when  they  complained  of 
this  tax,  ^^  You  are  taxed,  it  is  true^  fot  the  sup- 
port of  foreigners,  to  uphold  a  public  charity  for 
the  United  States,  who  will  have  the  honor  of 
taking  care  of  seamen ;  but  you  ought  to  be  satis- 
fied, because  the  Greneral  Grovemment  allows  you 
a  bounty  on  the  exportation  of  your  fish."  He 
believed  not  And  he  believed  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  hsui  as  little  real  care  tor  seam^ 
as  he  had  for  the  fisheries  of  the  United  States.^ 

Mr.  S.  said  he  would  next  notice  some  observa- 
tions of  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina.  (Mr. 
PincknetJi  which  partook  of  something  like  ai^ 
gument  That  gentleman  said  the  sailors  ought 
to  pav  the  tax,  because  they  were  to  receive  th« 
benent  arising  from  it.  But  he  had  before  stated 
that  the  seamen  of  New  England  do  not  want 
this  provision,  and  why  tax  them  for  what  they 
do  not  want  ?  The  ssilors  there  would  be  averse 
to  being  removed  from  their  homes  and  friends,  to 
a  hospital  at  a  distance.  It  was  said  this  estab- 
lishment would  afibrd  similar  relief  to  that  provi- 
ded for  our  sailors  in  foreign  countries.  He 
thought  it  very  difierent,  as  tluit  was  provided  at 
the  public  expense,  and  this  was  to  be  raised  from 
the  sailors  themselves.  He  believed  the  sailors  of 
New  England  would  sooner  take  their  chance 
aln-oad,  t&n  pay  this  tax  for  foreigners.  Besides, 
the  fishermen  never  go  into  the-Southem  States ; 
they  are  employed  exclusively  in  fishing  and  ex- 
porting their  fish. 

Besides,  this  tax  would  have  an  efiect  to  drive 
our  seamen  out  of  the  country.  The  tax  would 
fall  upon  the  merchant,  and  be  deducted  from 
their  wages.  It  would  also  fall  heaviest  upon 
those  seamen  who  have  families  and  are  fixed  in 
the  country.  A  foreigner  could  afibrd  a  small  de- 
duction from  his  wages;  but  a  native  seaman, 
with  a  family,  could  not  afibrd  it. 

As  it  respects  the  federalism  of  the  thing,  he 
was  in  favor  of  every  measure  which  went  to  es- 
tablish harmony  between  difierent  parts  of  the 
country ;  but  he  had  no  idea  of  taxing  a  single 
order  of  men  on  this  account. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  believed,  with  the  gentleman 
last  up,  that  this  would  be  a  tax  rnxm  the  mef- 
chants,  as  the  sailors  must  have  sufficient  to  sup- 
port them.  He  did  not  believe  the  fishermen  could 
complain ;  for,  though  the  gentleman  suted  that 
the  bounty  allowed  upon  the  exportation  of  fish 
was  only  meant  as  a  drawback  of  the  duty  paid 
upon  the  salt  used  in  salting  the  fish  for  exporta- 
tion, every  man  must  be  convinced  that  it  far  ex- 
ceeds that  amount,  as  he  believed  the  sum  allowed 
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was  greater  than  the  whole  sum  paid  by  that 
State  for  the  salt  dutjr.  [The  Speaker  asked 
whether  these  observations  applied  to  the  ques- 
tion?] If  they  did  not,  Mr.  S.  ^hed  gentlemen 
who  had  preceded  him  on  the  sftie  subject,  had 
been  interrupted.  The  Souther"  States,  Mr.  S. 
continued,  were  as  able  to  keep  their  seamen  from 
perishing  as  the  Eastern ;  but  this  was  a  measure 
which  would  redound  to  the  honor  of  the  United 
States.  No  sailor,  he  was  certain,  would  grudge 
to  pav  twenty  cents  out  of  twenty  dollars  for  so 
excellent  a  purpose.  The  tax  would  eventually 
fall  upon  the  merchant  or  landlord ;  but  he  be- 
lieTeaupon  the  landlord,  as  they  generally  got  the 
surplus  of  the  sailor's  money. 

Mr.  J.  Parker  was  sorry  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  could  not  consider  all  the  seamen 
of  the  United  States  as  standing^  upon  the  same 
ground.  That  gentleman  was  mistaken  when  he 
said  the  bill  went  to  provide  for.the  support  of  for- 
eigners; it  had  no  such  view;  it  provided  only 
for  the  relief  of  our  own  citizens.  And,  in  our 
.prSsent  situation,  when  the  country  is  threatened 
with  war,  what  encouragement  was  there  for  men 
to  enter  on  board  our  vessels,  if  there  were  no 
asylum  for  them,  in  case  they  were  sick  or 
wounded?  It  would  be  wise  and  politic,  in  his 
opinion,  to  begin  measures  which  must  place  these 
persons  in  a  better  situation  than  at  present.  The 
British  sailor  looked  up  to  Greenwich  Hospital  as 
an  asylum  when  all  his  toils  are  over ;  and  per- 
haps it  may  be  owing,  in  some  measure,  to  this 
circumstance,  that  the  British  sailors  are  so  valiant 
a  set  of  men.  He  hoped,  therefore,  the  sailors  of 
this  country  would  not  be  left  to  the  doubtful  be- 
nevolence of  others ;  but  that,  by  passing  thib  bill, 
a  permanent  relief  might  be  afforded  them  in  case 
oTsickness,  disability,  or  old  age. 

Mr.  Varndm  said  it  had  been  observed  that  this 
bill  would  relieve  the  citizens  of  Massachusetts 
from  taxes  in  support  of  this  class  of  men.  It 
might  in  some  respect  do  this,  but  it  would  not 
excuse  sailors  themselves  from  paying  to  the  sup- 

Sitt  of  others,  equally  with  their  fellow-citizens, 
e  did  not  know  but  that  the  United  States  have 
the  power  to  make  the  proposed  regulation ;  but 
he  tnought  it  was  a  business  which  more  particu- 
larly concerned  the  Legislatures  of  the  individual 
States.  If  the  United  States,  indeed,  thought  this 
class  of  men  of  so  much  more  importance  than 
any  other,  the  people  at  large,  he  thought  ought 
to  DC  called  upon  to  support  them  in  distress ;  and 
if  hospitals  are  to  be  supported  for  this  purpose, 
the  public  ousht  to  support  them,  and  not  the 
sailors  themselves. 

Mr.  V.  did  not  know  how  the  gentleman  who 
used  it,  understood  the  term  federalism;  but  if 
he  meant  that  federalism  which  was  supported  by 
the  Constitution,  he  did  not  know  how  he  would 
reconcile  it  with  that  clause  of  it  which  says 
"  that  no  capitation,  or  other  direct  tax,  shall  be 
laid,  unless  m  proportion  to  the  census  or  enumer- 
ation directed  to  be  taken." 

Mr.  v.  did  not  think  that  this  kind  of  tax  was 
consistent  with  federal  principles;  for  it  might 
m  well  be  said,  because  the  State  of  Massachusetts 


is  possessed  of  some  particular  advantages  over 
other  States,  every  citizen  of  that  State  shall  pay 
a  poll  tax  of  ten  dollars  a  year  for  the  benefit  of 
the  Union,  as  that  the  sailors  of  that  State  should 
be  called  upon  to  support  an  establishment  in  • 
which  they  will  be  but  little  interested. 

Mr.  Gallatin  said  this  was  a  case  of  very  new 
impression  to  him.  which  perhaps  might  be  one 
of  the  reasons  why  he  felt  disposed  to  vote  against 
the  bill.  Until  ne  saw  some  positive  gc^  as 
likely  to  arise  from  any  measure,  he  v/as  alwayrs 
inclined  rather  to  vote  against  it  than  for  it.  This 
bill  assumed  a  principle  for  its  foundation,  the 
troth  of  which  he  was  not  acquainted  with,  viz: 
that  the  seamen  of  the  United  States  are  not  able 
to  provide  for  themselves,  and,  therefore,  that  it 
is  necessary  to  provide  a  sum  for  their  relief,  in 
case  of  sickness  or  disability.  He  had  not  seen 
this  distinction  between  them  and  other  classes  of 
citizens,  and,  therefore,  believed  them  to  be  capa- 
ble of  taking  care  of  themselves.  He  knew  there 
were,  in  all  communities^  a  number  of  men  who 
were  not  sufficiently  provident  to  lay  by  money  to 
afford  relief  in  sickness,  or  to  make  old  age  com- 
fortable ;  but  he  did  not  know  that  there  was  a 
greater  number  of  this  description  of  persons 
amon^  seamen  than  among  others. 

Institutions  of  the  kind  recommended  in  this 
bill  might  be  used  in  other  countries  where  there 
was  a  distinction  between  sailors  and  other  citi- 
zens, but^  in  the  United  States,  he  had  not  been 
able  to  discover  any  material  distinction  between 
them  and  other  classes  of  men.  How  far  marine 
hospitals  had  been  useful  in  Europe,  he  could  not 
tell ;  he  knew  there  many  rotten  public  institu- 
tions of  hospitals,  dtc.,  there,  which  were  establish- 
ed for  good  purposes  at  first,  but  which  are  now 
become  worse  than  useless.  But.  supposing  the 
institution  to  be  a  good  one,  he  tnoufifht  it  better 
to  leave  the  business  as  at  present,  and  suffer  this 
class  of  people  to  provide  for  themselves,  or  to  be 
provided  for  in  the  same  way  in  which  other  poor 
and  sick  or  disabled  persons  are  supported. 

There  was  one  part  of  the  bill  which  he  said  he 
could  not  consent  to  vote  for,  viz :  that  part  which 
directs  the  erection  of  building,  as  he  was  con- 
vinced that  persons  of  every  description  may  be 
better  relieved  by  being  dispersed  through  the 
country,  than  in  being  placed  in  a  hospital.  He 
was  opposed  also  to  the  manner  in  which  the  fund 
is  proposed  to  be  raised.  If  he  was  inclined  to 
provide  relief  for  sailors,  as  a  distinct  class  of  citi- 
zens, he  was  against  providing  a  fund  for  the  pur- 
pose by  a  tax  upon  labor,  which  would,  in  all  re- 
spects, be  a  capitation  tax.  Gentlemen  might 
argue  as  they  pleased  about  the  tax  falling  upou 
merchants,  it  was  impossible  to  say  upon  whom 
a  tax  upon  labor  would  fall.  In  some  instances  it 
would  fall  upon  the  sailors  themselves;  and  in 
some  of  these  it  would  be  paid  by  the  merchants 
themselves,  and  in  others,  by  the  community. 

Mr.  G.  did  not  understand  that  there  was  any 
distinct  provision  for  seamen  in  the  Eastern 
States;  they  were  provided  for  in  common  with 
other  citizens ;  and,  as  it  was  allowed  they  fur- 
nished two-thirds  of  the  seamen  of  the  United 
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States,  and  as  the  Representatives  from  that  quar- 
ter knew  what  kini  of  relief  the  sailor  liked  best, 
he  thoujB^ht  it  right  to  consult  their  wishes  uf>on 
the  subject.  If  they  are  satisfied  to  support  their 
seamen  in  the  wayr  they  do,  he  did  not  know 
why  a  tax  of  this  kind  snould  be  raised  for  their 
relief. 

Mr.  G.  said,  he  should  have  been  ^lad  to  hare 
known  something  as  to  the  effect  this  law  would 
poduce  in  this  city.  It  was  well  known  the  mem- 
oer  from  it,  who  would  have  been  possessed  of 
erery  information  on  the  subject,  had  been  a  long 
time  sick  and  unable  to  attend  to  his  duty,  in  this 
House.  Seeing  the  Representatives  from  New 
York.  Baltimore,  and  Cnarleston,  in  favor  of  it, 
and  tne  Eastern  States  against  it,  and  not  knowing 
the  wishes  of  tbe  people  of  Philadelphia  wjyth  re- 
spect to  the  measure,  he  should  wisn  for  time  to 
ootain  some  information  upon  the  subject;  he 
therefore  moved  to  postpone  the  question  on  the 
passage  of  this  bill  for  two  days,  in  order  that  he 
and  his  colleagues  might  make  some  inquiries  on 
the  snhject. 

Mr.  Hartley  seconded  the  motion. 

Mr.  Livingston  had  no  objection  to  the  post- 
ponement especially  as  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania nad  expressed  his  intention  of  voting 
against  the  bill  if  passed  at  present,  and  because 
he  knew  the  effect  of  inquiry  would  be  favorable 
to  the  bill,  as  he  believed  tnis  city  was  much  in 
the  same  situation  with  the  city  of  New  York. 

The  question  for  a  postponement  was  put  and 
carried. 


Wednesday,  April  11. 

Mr.  (loRDON  renewed  his  motion  to  take  off  the 
injunction  of  secrecy  from  the  members  of  this 
fitouse  with  respect  to  the  instructions  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive to  our  Envoys  to  the  French  Republic. 
and  hoped  the  House  and  galleries  would  be  clear- 
ed oi  strangers  for  the  purpose. 

Mr.  Nicholas  did  not  think  it  necessary  to  take 
ifp  this  business.  He  saw  the  instructions  were 
pdnted  by  the  Senate,  and  laid  on  their  desks, 
and  as  the  printers  had  inserted  the  whole  of  the 
despatches  in  one  paper,  he  supposed  the  instruc- 
tions would  be  published  in  the  same  way,  and  if 
ao,  there  was  no  necessity  for  any  further  publica- 
tion of  them. 

The  motion  for  taking  up  this  matter  was  put, 
and  negatived— 33  to  30. 

Mr.  Harper  laid  a  resolution  on  the  table,  pro- 
posing the  appointment  in  the  War  Department, 
and  subordinate  thereto,  of  an  officer  for  the  im- 
media^te  superintendence  and  construction  of  for- 
tifications. 

Mr.  Sewall  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from 
the  Secretary  of  War,  enclosing  certain  commu- 
nications on  the  subject  of  the  defence  of  the 
country;  which  were  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate  in- 
forming the  Honse  that  they  had  passed  a  bill  for 
the  relief  of  Joseph  Nourse,  to  which  they  request 
coneurrdDce. 


DEFENCE  OF  PORTS  AND  HARBORS. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  stale  of  the  Union,  Mr.  Dent 
in  the  Chair,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  into  con- 
sideration the  bill  supplementary  to  tne  act  pro- 
viding for  the  further  defence  of  the  ports  and 
harbors  of  the  United  States.  The  uhairman 
having  g[one  through  the  bill,  and  repeated  the 
first  section,  in  which  was  a  blank  for  the  sum  to 
be  appropriated, 

Mr.  S.  Smith  said,  as  the  chairman  of  the 
committee  who  reported  the  bill  (Mr.  Sewall) 
was  not  in  his  place,  he  should  propose  to  fill  the 
blank  with  two  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

When  speaking  on  this  subject  before,  he  had 
said  that  $150,000  (and  hot  $115,000,  as  he  found 
he  had  been  understood  to  say)  had  been  estima- 
ted as  necessary  :  but  in  order  to  leave  a  surplus 
in  the  handS  or  tne  President,  he  believed  it  would 
be  proper  to  fill  the  blank  with  the  sum  he  had 
named.  But,  as  he  now  saw  the  chairman  in  his 
place,  he  would  probably  state  what  the  estimate 
was. 

Mr.  Sewall  seconded  the  motion  for  filling  the 
blank  with  $200,000.    The  estimate   which  the 
committee  had  made,  he  stated  to  be  as  follows : 
At  Boston,   where  no  money  has  heretofore 
been  expended  by  the  United  States,  which 
is  therefore  without  defence,  though  as  likely 
-  to  be  struck  at  by  an  enemy  as  any  port  in 
the  Union  -  -  -  - 

At  Newport,  where  some  provision  has  aires- 

dy  been  made        ... 
At  New  York,  where  some  fortifications  are 
already  erected,  a  further  sum  is  necessary 
for  Governor's  Island,  on  which  the  United 
States  have  expended  about  $  1 3, 000 
At  Baltimore,  where  some  money  has  been  ex- 
pended, but  it  has  been  represented  to  the 
committee  that  the  fortifications  are  insuffi- 
cient and  ill-placed 
At  Norfolk,  for  establishing  a  new  fortification 

on  Old  Point  Comfort,  and  Fort  Nelson 
At  Charleston,  on  the  iSmrtifications  there 
At  Savannah  and  8t.  Mary's  in  Georgia 


$50,000 
-    30,000 


50,000 


-    S0,000 

30,000 
40,000 
15,000' 


285,000 


In  this  sum,  Mr.  S.  said,  were  included  several 
sums  contained  in  a  former  estimate;  of  which  a 
balance  of  $90,000  remain  unexpended.  Deduct 
this  sum  from  the  above,  and  there  will  remain 
$145,000  to  be  provided  for;  but^  in  consideration 
of  the  general  authority  placed  m  the  President, 
the  committee  concluded  to  recommend  an  appro- 
priation of  $200,000. 

Mr.  Blount  observed,  that  there  was  no  esti- 
mate, in  the  statement  which, had  been  made,  for 
the  fortifications  in  North  Carolina;  and,  from  the 
proceedings  had  in  this  business  heretofore,  he  was 
convinced  of  the  propriety  of  designating  the  dif- 
ferent places  at  which  money  shomd  be  expended, 
and  the  amount  for  each,  confining  tbe  appropria- 
tion to  such  as  would  be  likely  to  answer  some 
yaluable  purpose.  He  therefore  moved  that  the. 
committee  rise,  and  if  this  motion^was  carried,  he 
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should  then  move  to  recommit  the  bill,  ibr  the 
purpose  of  accomplishiDg  what  he  had  meD- 
tioned. 

Mr  Sewall  was  proceeding  to  reply  to  Mr. 
Blount,  when — 

The  Chairman  said,  he  found  that  this  bill  had 
not  been  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union,  but  to  an  ordinary  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

A  motion  was  accordingly  made,  and  carried, 
for  the  committee  to  rise.  The  House  being  re- 
sumed, 

Mr.  Blount  moved  that  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  to  whom  had  been  referred  the  bill  sup- 

Slementary  to  the  act  providing  for  the  further 
efence  of  the  ports  and  harbors  of  the  United 
States,  be  discharged,  and  that  the  bill  be  recom- 
mitted to  the  select  committee,  to  be  reported  in 
the  specific  way  in  which  he  had  already  men- 
tioned. Formerly,  when  a  bill  of  this  kind  was 
passed,  an  estimate  similar  to  the  present  was 
furnished,  and  it  was  proposed  to  erect  a  fort  at 
Ocracoke,  in  North  Carolina,  of  ei^ht  guns,  and 
a  sum  of  money  was  appropriated  accordingly. 
But  a  fort  of  doable  this  strength  was  commenced, 
and,  instead  of  a* barrack  for  fifty  men,  one  was 
begun  which  would  contain  five  hundred ;  so  that 
the  whole  sum  of  money  appropriated  was  ex- 
pended in  forming  the  outlines  of  the  work.  A 
fort  of  eight  guns  would  answer  a  valuable  pur- 
pose at  this  place,  and,  as  he  did  not  expect  it 
would'  be  attended  to  without  it  was  expressly 
mentioned,  he  hoped  the  bill  would  be  recom- 
mitted. 

Mr.  Sewall  said,  the  committee  had  attempted 
to  form  a  bill  in  this  way;  but  they  found  so  many 
'  difficulties  in  it,  as  to  induce  them  to  adopt  the 
present  plan,  and  give  the  Executive  full  discre- 
tion in  this  business.  If  there  was  a  want  of 
attention  to  any  particular  place,  on  application 
to  thje  President  the  defect  would  doubtless  be 
remedied.  It  was  impossible  to  ascertain,  without 
actual  inspection^  what  was  necessary  to  be  ex- 
pended at  the  different  places;  it  was  therefore 
thought  to  be  best  to  leave  the  business  with  the 
EUecutive. 

Mr.  McDowell  was  in  favor  of  the  committee 
being  discharged,  for  the  purpose  mentioned.  He 
thought  it  mi^ht  be  as  well  ascertained  from  the 
memoers  of  this  House  what  would  be  necessary 
to  complete  the  different  fortifications,  as  in  any 
other  way.  It  appeared  extraordinary  to  him  that 
Nc»rth  Carolina  nad  been  wholly  unattended  to. 

Mr.  Otis  thought  it  very  improper  for  members 
to  come  forward  to  point  out  to  the  world  the 
weak  and  most  vulnerable  parts  of  the  Union ;  he 
believed  the  business  might  be  safely  trusted  in 
the  hands  of  the  President.  If  war  were  to  take 
place,  and  the  President  was  to  be  restricted  in 
the  way  proposed,  after  the  money  appropriated 
was  expended,  the  enemy  would  know  he  could 
go  no  further.  He  could  imagine  a  contingency 
to  happen,  three  weeks  after  Congress  had  risen, 
which  should  make  it  necessary  to  expend  all  the 
monej  appropriated  at  one  place.  The  present, 
he  saidj  ought  not  to  be  considered  merely  as  the 


fortification  of  a  peace  establishment;  but  tbe 
President  should  hare  power  to  oppose  danger 
wherever  it  may  threaten.  If  the  State  of  North 
Carolina  had  been  neglected,  he  bad  no  doubt,  ob 
application  to  the  President,  it  would  be  at- 
tended to. 

Mr.  Brooks  would  just  add,  that  they  had  no 
documents  to  enable  them  to  judge  what  was  ne- 
cessarv  to  be  done  at  different  places.  It  was 
true,  tne  committee  had  made  an  estimate^  but  it 
had  been  done  without  any  certainty.  Nothing 
could  be  done  without  a  survey.  The  Bxecutiye 
would  doubtless  take  care  to  have  this  made,  and 
do  what  was  necessary  in  the  business. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  said,  the  subject  had  been  consi* 
dered  in  the  select  committee,  upon  the  ground 
stated  by  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  and 
he  was  originally  in  favor  of  this  mode;  but,  upon 
considering  the  subject,  he  found  it  would  be  at- 
tended with  many  difficulties,  without  producing 
all  the  benefits  he  had  contemplated,  he  therefore 
gave  way.  The  last  session,  the  Secretary  of 
War  made  a  report,  mentioning  the  different 
places  at  which  money  was  wanted  to  complete 
fortifications,  the  whole  amount  of  which  was 
$200,000.  New  York  was  omitted  from  the  esti- 
mate, and  $145,000  were  appropriated.  Having 
got  the  money,  it  was  to  be  supposed  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  would  have  proce^ed  with  the  btisi- 
ness;  but  a  few  of  the  places  had  only  been  at- 
tended to.  and  very  trifling  sums  expended.  The 
reasons  he  gave  tor  not  having  expended  more 
were,  that  he  had  asked  for  an  additional  regi- 
ment of  artillery,  which  not  beinff  given,  there 
would  not  be  sufficient  men  to  place  in  them. 
How  far  he  was  right  in  acting  thus,  he  must 
himself  answer.  But  it  was  proper,  at  a  time 
when  war,  if  not  unavoidable,  is  at  least  r&y  pro- 
bable, to  place  the  power  and  responsibility  m  the 
hands  of  the  President,  and  leave  it  to  him  to  see 
that  the  Secretary  of  War  does  his  duty.  He 
was  willing  to  give  him  two  hundred  thousand 
dollars  for  this  purpose. 

Mr.  Venablb  thought  the  object  of  the  gentle- 
man from  North  Carolina  might  be  answered  by 
designating  the  places  at  which  money  should  be 
expended,  without  mentioning  the  sum — tearing 
it  to  the  President  to  expend  what  sums  he  thinks 
proper,  and  to  fortify  such  other  places  as  he  may 
judge  necessary. 

Mr.  Baluwin  said,  there  was  not  the  same  dif- 
ficulty in  regard  to  fortificatioa  now  as  when  it 
was  ^one  into.  At  that  time  many  persons  were 
of  opinion  with  the  chairman  of  the  present  com- 
mittee that  the  money  would  be  best  appropriated 
in  gross ;  but  it  was  detenooined  otherwise,  and 
Commissioners  were  sent  to  different  parts  of  the 
United  States  for  the  purpose  of  making  surveys 
and  reports.  In  some  places  they  recommended 
permanent  works,  and  in  others  works  of  a  less 
substantial  kind.  As  these  reports  could  readily 
be  referred  to,  except  as  to  the  new  fortifications 
proposed,  it  would,  perhaps,'  be  best  to  follow  the 
course  heretofore  taken,  as,  though  it  would  be 
attended  with  a  little  mor^  trouble,  it  would  take 
a  considerable  burden  from  the  President 
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Mr.  Sewaxl  said  a  few  words  in  reply,  which 
were  answered  by  MrvBALOwuv. 

Mr.  J.  Williams  was  fally  satisfied  the  bill 
o^ht  not  to  he  recommitted,  for  the  reasons  sta- 
ted by  the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  (Mr.  S. 
Smith.)  The  President  would  be  better  able  to 
learn  where  it  would  be  proper  to  ky  out  money 
on  this  subject  than  that  House  could ;  for,  if  tkey 
were  to  go  into  the  business,  one  State  would  wish 
this  jdace  to  be  fortified,  and  another  that;  but  the 
President  would  expend  the  money  where  it  was 
really  wanted,  and,  if  the  Southern  States  were 
to  be  threatened,  it  might  be  necessary  to  spend 
the  greatest  part  of  it  there. 

Mr.  Macon  was  in  ih^Gt  of  the  motion ;  or,  if 
the  different  places  were  enumerated,  he  should 
move  to  strike  out  New  York,  as  it  had  been 
sliown  heretofore  that  the  fortifications  which 
are  erecting  there  will  be  useless,  and  that  the 
money  expended  upon  them  will  be  thrown  away. 
He  was  supported  m  this  opinion,  also,  by  the  re- 
port of  an  engineer  at  the  last  session. 

Mr.  Grove  was  for  the  committee's  being  dis- 
charged. It  appeared  to  him  that  the  select  com- 
mittee had  wanted  information  with  respect  to 
the  country  from  which  he  came.  They  had  a 
coast  of  four  hundred  miles,  on  which  was  much 
wealth,  and  on  which  were  places  of  considerable 
consequence,  more  particularly  Wilmington  and 
Georgetown,  which  had  not  a  gun  to  protect 
them  against  any  privateer  that  might  come 
against  them.  The  money  which  had  already 
been  expended  was  wholly  useless ;  and,  if  the 
people  in  that  quarter  see  Congress  is  determined 
to  do  nothing  for  them,  they  will  be  under  the 
necessity  to  do  something  for  themselves. 

He  was  astonished  that  no  attention  had  been 
paid  to  this  coast,  as  an  enemy  might  in  two  hours 
sail  from  the  ocean,  and  put  arms  into  the  hands 
of  at  kast  five  thousand  men,  who  might  be  ready 
to  receive  them.  He  could  produce  letters  to 
show  that  the  people  in  that  quarter  consider 
themselves  in  a  very  dangerous  situation.  He 
hoped,  therefore  the  bill  would  be  recommitted, 
and  that  this  part  of  the  country  would  *be  looked 
at.  He  was  willing  to  vote  for  every  measure  of 
defence  which  might  be  thought  necessary;  but  he 
could  not  »it  silent  and  see  the  State  from  whence 
he  came  wholly  neglected. 

Mr.  Livingston  said,  the  reason  which  the  gen- 
tleman from  North  Carolina  (Mr.  Macon)  had 
assigned  for  wishing  the  bill  to  be  recommitted, 
▼is :  that  he  might  have  an  opportunity  of  strik- 
ing out  the  port  of  New  York^  convinced  him  of 
the  propriety  of  not  recommitting  it.  Mr.  L.  gave 
reasons  why  it  was  proper  to  attend  to  the  port 
of  New  York.  With  respect  to  the  ground  as- 
signed for  a  recommittal  by  the  ffeatleman  last 
up,  he  would  recollect  that  the  select  committee 
estimated  that  there  would  be  a  balance  of  fifty- 
five  thousand  dollars  to  expend  on  such  places  as 
the  President  should  think  proper;  and,  if  he 
should  be  applied  to,  there  could  be  no  doubt  but 
the  ooast  or  North  Carolina,  which  he  had  spoken 
of,  would  be  attended  to.  If  the  committee  were 
in  possession  of  sufficient  inlormation  for  the 


purpose,  he  should  himself  be  in  favor  of  spe- 
cific appropriations ;  but  he  was  convinced  they 
were  not. 

Mr.  Hartley  was  opposed  to  the  motion  for 
discharging  the  committee,  as  it  would  be  attended 
with  a  Toss  of  time,  and  cause  a  great  deal  of  un- 
necessary debate;  fon  as  the  gentleman  ifrom  ' 
North  Carolina  (Mr.  Macon)  is  against  the  vdiole 
bill,  it  might  be  supposed  he  would  oppose  every 

Elace  that  was  mentioned  for  fortification.  He 
elieved  New  York  ou^ht  to  be  attended  to,  and 
he  doubted  not  the  object  wished  bv  the  other 
gentleman  from  North  Carolina  (Mr.  Cteove) 
would  be  effected  by  the  present  bill.  He  thought 
it  proper  that  discretion  should  be  left  with  the 
President  in  this  business,  as  it  might  be  necessary 
to  erect  forts  at  places  which  were  not  at  present 
contemplated. 

Mr.  BaooKs  was  convinced  of  the  impropriety 
of  committing  the  bill,  from  the  reason  assigned 
by  his  colleague.  The  business,  he  said,  would 
be  best  left  with  the  President^  who  would  conduct 
it  without  those  local  prejudices  which  would  not 
fail  to  show  themselves,  if  the  members  of  that 
House  were  to  undertake  to  designate  the  places. 
Mr.  PiNOKNEY  rose  to  justify  or  excuse  the 
select  committee  for  not  having  inserted  in  their 
estimate  that  part  of  the  coast  which  had  been 
spoken  of  by  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina 

21r.  Grove.)  It  would  be  "necessary  to  explain 
e  views  of  the  committee  on  that  subject.  The 
committee  to  whom  this  subject  was  referred,  is 
not  only  a  committee  for  taking  into  considera- 
tion fortifications,  but  abo  the  general  defence  of 
the  United  States.  They  were  not  forgetful  of 
that  pert  of  the  country  wh'ich  has  been  men- 
tioned j  but  they  did  not  think  fortifications  the 
best  kind  of  defence  for  it  They  contemplated 
the  employment  of  galleys  on  that  coast,  which 
would  be  better  calculatea  for  defending  it  aeainst 
privateers,  than  fortifications  would  be.  They 
thought  fortifications  useless,  except  for  the  pro- 
tection of  large  cities,  to  prevent  them  from  being 
bombarded  or  laid  under  contribution  j  but  for  the 
general  protection  of  the  coast,  a  moving  defence, 
which  is  able  to  pass  in  shallow  water,  will  be 
found  much  preferable. 

With  respect  to  New  York,  he  believed  it  neces- 
sary to  pay  immediate  attention  to  it.  Considerar 
ble  sums  had  been  expended  on  the  works  thercu 
and  to  leave  them  in  their  present  state,  would 
only  be  to  hold  out  a  lure  to  an  enemy  to  take 
possession  of  them,  and,  by  that  means,  get  com^ 
mand  of  one  of  the  first  cities  in  the  Union. 

As  to  Ocracoke,  in  North  Carolina,  it  may  be^ 
and  he  doubted  not  it  was,  a  proper  place  for  a 
fortification;  but  if  gentlemen  will  consider  that 
there  is  already  an  unexpended  sum  of  $20,000, 
part  of  which  was  appropriated  for  that  object, 
there  is  no  necessity  for  recommitting  the  bill  to 
have  that  place  inserted. 

The  committee,  he  said,  had  reported  a  propo- 
sition for  a  marine  defence,  and  a  bill  has  been 
received  from  the  Senate  for  the  same  object; 
and  they  had  no  doubt  but  the  President  would 
provide  fortifications   at   such   other   places  aa 
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might  be  thought  proper,  which  the  committee 
had  not  incloded  in  their  estimate. 

Mr.  Gallatin  said,  he  did  Dot  understand  that 
the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  North  CaroHna 
was  intended  to  <kstroy  the  bill,  but  merely  that 
certain  specific  appropriations  should  be  made, 
instead  of  leaving  the  business  altogether  to  the 
President.  He  was  himself  in  favor  of  this  mo- 
tion; and  he  was  so  because  he  was  in  favor  of 
the  bill.  He  wished  money  not  only  to  be  appro- 
priated, but  actually  applied ;  for  experience  nad 
taught  the  House  that  when  money  was  appro- 
priated in  the  loose  manner  proposed  by  this  oill, 
It  had  not  been  expended.  His  idea  was  that  the 
money  should  be  appropriated,  and  that  not  only 
the  President  should  have  the  power  of  applying 
it,  but  be  directed  to  see  that  such  and  such  places 
be  fortified,  and  appropriate  such  and  such  sums 
for  the  purpose.  In  doing  this,  he  did  not  wish 
to  enumerate  any  more  than  the  principal  places 
which  had  been  named  by  the  chairman  of  the 
select  committee.  In  adaition  to  this,  he  wished 
a  sum  to  be  appropriated  to  be  expended  on  such 

Eorts  as  may  not  be  mentioned,  but  which  it  may 
ereafter  be  found  necessary  by  the  President  to 
fortify,  or  to  make  good  any  deficiencies  in  the 
appropriations  which  are  specified.  If  the  appro- 
IMiations  wer6  not  made  in  this  specific  way,  he 
asked  what  security  the  House  had  that  the  objects 
proposed  would  be  accomplished?  He  believed 
they  had  none.  The  Secretary  of  War  told  the 
Hoiise  that  the  money  appropriated  at  the  last 
session  was  not  applied  for  two  reasons:  one  was, 
because  Congress  had  not  provided  an  additional 
regiment  of  artillery ;  the  other  was,  because  a 
condition  had  been  made  that  the  States  should 
first  make  cession  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the  ground 
whereon  fortifications  were  erected,  and  that  the 
cession  had  not  been  made.  The  House  has  re- 
moved the  latter  obstacle,  though  no  additional 
artillery  is  yet  provided.  If  the  business  was  left 
to  the  discretion  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  perhaps 
he  might,  at  the  next  session,  assign  some  other 
reason  for  not  having  applied  the  money  to  the 
objects  for  which  it  was  appropriated.      In  the 

Eesent  instance  he  would  be  bold  to  say  that  the 
ouse  had  acted  right,  and  the  Secretary  of  War 
wrong.  He  last  session  wanted  an  additional 
regiment  of  artillery ;  which  it  was  now  seen  were 
not  wanted;  whereas,  if  he  had  expended  the 
money  as  directed,  our  fortifications  would  have 
been  in  a  better  situation  than  they  now  are. 
Knowing  this  had  been  the  case  heretofore,  Mr. 
G.  thought  that  the  House,  whose  duty  it  was  to 
provide  for  the  defence  of  the  country,  ought  not 
only  to  appropriate  the  money  for  the  purpose, 
but  direct  it  to  be  applied  to  particular  objects. 

Mr.  G.  was  sorry  to  hear  any  local  objections  to 
this  bill.  The  eentleman  from  North  Carolina  had 
expressed  his  desire  to  have  the  bill  recommitted, 
that  he  might  have  an  opportunity  of  striking  out 
New  York.  To  attain  this  object  a  recommit- 
ment was  not  necessary.  It  might  be  done  by 
striking  out  the  last  section  of  the  bill.  He  men- 
tioned this,  because  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
liad  opposed  the  recommitment  on  that  ground. 


As  an  individual,  it  was  his  opinion  that  the 
State  of  New  York  ought  to  have  ceded  the  place 
on  which  her  fortifications  are  erected,  in  the  same 
way  as  Pennsylvania  and  other  States  had  dotae. 
He  abo  thought  that  State  ought  to  have  taken 
measures  to  have  paid  the  balance  which  they 
owe  to  the  United  Slates.  In  both  poinU  he 
blamed  them ;  but  in  the  present  situation  of  the 
country,  wishing  every  vulnerable  place  to  be 
fortified,  and  as  it  was  for  the  interest  and  safetv 
of  the  Union  that  that  port  should  be  fortified, 
he  certainly  wished  it  to  be  attended  to.  He 
would  go  as  far  as  any  gentleman  in  fortifying 
the  ports  and  harbors  of  Uie  United  States.  He 
was  willing  to  appropriate  $200,000  for  the  pur- 
pose; and  he  should  be  equally  ready  te  appro- 
priate for  providing  such  gun-boats  or  floating 
batteries  as  may  l^  thought  necessary  for  the 
protection  of  the  coast. 

His  colleague  said  he  was  opposed  to  the  re- 
commitment, because  it  would  occasion  delay. 
He  would  remind  him  that  that  could  not  be  the 
case,  as  there  were  now  $90,000  of  an  unexpend- 
ed appropriation,  and  the  commitment  would  not 
occasion  a  delay  of  more  than  a  daj  or  two. 

Mr.  J.  Williams  was  against  discharging  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  he  thought  if  the 
gentleman  who  had  just  sat  down  would  review 
his  arguments,  he  would  be  so  too.  He  eoni- 
plained  that  the  money  which  had  been  appropri- 
ated was  not  expended.  Why,  if  the  money  was 
specifically  appropriated,  it  would  not  be  expend- 
ed, if  the  officers  thougnt  it  unnecessary.  The 
gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  who  was  oppos- 
ed to  all  fortifications,  he  shoula  not  notice:  the 
observations  of  his  colleague  as  to  300  or  400 
miles  of  coast  beinj^  unprotected,  would  be  an  ar- 
gument for  increasing  tne  appropriation.  He  was 
sorry  to  hear  the  gentleman  last  up  complaining 
of  a  certain  State  for  not  having  paid  her  debts, 
and  making  cession  of  the  jurisdiction  of  her  for- 
tifications, as  he  said  Pennsylvania  had  done. 
But,  he  asked  whether  the  gentleman  could  com- 
pare the  importance  of  one  site  with  that  of  an- 
other ?  As  to  paying  of  debt,  he  hoped  Pennsyl- 
vania would  pay  her  own,  before  her  Represent- 
atives called  upon  others  to  pay  theirs. 

Mr.  Macon  spoke  again  in  favor  of  the  motion, 
and  as  to  the  inutility  of  the  fortifications  at  New 
York. 

Mr.  Brtan  was  in  favor  of  the  motion,  and 
spoke  of  the  importance  of  fortifying  Ocracoke. 

Mr.  RuTLBDQE  was  glad  to  find,  however  averse 
gentlemen  had  been  heretofore  to  fortifications 
that  they  were  now  pretty  generally  impressed 
with  the  propriety  of  the  measure.  Being  him- 
self in  favor  of  it,  he  should  be  aeainst  discharg- 
ing the  Committee  of  the  Whole.  He  wish^ 
the  business  to  be  gone  into  immediately ;  and 
except  there  was  an  engineer  in  every  delegation, 
it  would  be  in  vain  for  the  House  to  attempt  to 
say  what  was  proper  to  be  done  at  every  place,  or 
what  would  be  the  expense  of  doing  it.  He  oe- 
lieved  it  would  be  best  to  leave  the  matter  with 
the  President,  who  would  employ  engineers  to 
point  out  the  fittest  places  to  be  fortified,  and  eati- 
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mate  the  expense.  He  did  not  #onder  that  the 
feelings  of  his  friend  from  Nurth[  Carolina  should 
be  roused  by  the  unprotected  state  of  his  cuuntry: 
but  as  he  had  been  informed  that  a  floating  de- 
fence was  contemplated,  he  hoped  his  appr^en- 
sions  would  be  delayed. 

Much  blame,  Mr.  R.  said,  had  been  thrown  upon 
the  Secretary  of  War,  for  not  having  expended 
all  the  money  appropriated  at  the  last  session. 
He  believed  this  subject  was  not  properly  before 
the  House  at  present ;  but  he  recollected  that  it 
had  been  stat^  to  the  House  that  fortifications 
were  mouldering  to  decay  for  want  of  men  to 
take  care  of  them,  yet  no  men  were  provided, 
and  he  saw  no  use  in  laying  out  money  without 
the  places  were  afterwards  taken  care  of. 

Mr.  Gb  ovE  repeated  his  solicitude  for  the  coast 
of  North  Carolina. 

Mr.  Thatchbh  did  not  regret  that  the  money 
appropriated  at  the  last  session  was  not  expended; 
he  should  be  glad  to  find  at  the  next  session  that 
there  had  been  no  occasion  to  expend  the  money 
now  appropriated.  He  was  unwilling  to  recom- 
mit the  bill  for  the  purpose  mentioned.  There 
were  ports  in  Massachusetts  which  he  could  name, 
which  required  attention,  at  least  as  much  as 
those  of  North  Carolina ;  but  he  was  willing  to 
leave  the  expenditure  of  the  money  to  the  judg- 
ment of  the  President. 

The  motion  for  discharging  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  was  put  and  negatived. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  this  bill ;  when 

Mr.  Blount  moved  to  amend  the  first  section 
by  inserting  all  the  places  which  had  bc^n  insert- 
ed in  the  original  law. 

This  motion  was  advocated  by  Messrs.  Blount, 
Gallatin,  Millbdob,  and  McDowell,  and  op- 
posed by  Messrs.  Sbwall,  Gordon^  Pinckney, 
Uatton,  and  Brooks.  It  was  negatived  without 
a  division. 

in  the  course  of  the  observations  on  this  amend- 
ment, it  was  said  to  be  improper  for  members  to 
be  pointing  out  the  most  weak  and  vulnerable 
parts  of  the  coast,  at  a  time  when  we  have  every 
reason  to  expect  a  war. '  In  answer  to  this,  Mr. 
Blount  said,  that  it  was  well  known  that  all 
parts  of  our  coast  are  weak ;  and  that  no  secret  of 
this  kind  could  be  revealed  to  France,  as  a  survey 
of  our  coast  had  been  made  by  citizens  of  that 
country,  who  were  probably  now  in  France. 

Mr.  Sbwall  moved  to  fill  up  the  blank  in  the 
l»ll  with  $200,000. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  thought,  since  the  debate  which 
had  taken  place,  that  $250,000  would  be  necessa- 
ry, as  several  places  had  been  mentioned  which 
had  not  been  considered  by  the  committee. 

After  some  observations  in  favor  of  $250,000, 
by  Mr.  Harper  and  Mr.  S.  Smith,  and  against  it 
by  Mr.  Sewall  and  Mr.  Macon,  the  question  on 
the  largest  sum  was  carried,  there  being  fifty  mem- 
bers in  favor  of  it. 

Mr.  Blount  moved  to  insert  three  ports '  in 
North  Carolina  by  name.  The  motion  was  neg- 
fttlved,  there  being  only  13  votes  in  favor  of  it. 

The  bill  being  gone  through,  the  committee 


rose,  and  the  House  entered  upon  the  considera- 
tion of  the  bill ;  when, 

Mr.  Gallatin  made  a  motion  similar  to  the 
first  made  by  Mr.  Blount  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  for  enumerating  the  places  at  which  the 
money  appropriated  should  be  'expended,  leaving 
the  President  the  power  of  expending  such  sums 
at  other  places  as  he  should  think  proper. 

After  some  debate,  of  no  great  importance,  the 
question  was  taken,  and  dupided  in  the  negative — 
yeas  32,  nays  54,  as  follows : 

YxAS — Abraham  Baldwin,  David  Bard,  Thomas 
Blovint,  Nathan  Bryan,  Demsey  Burges,  Samoel  J.  Ca- 
bell, ThomM  Claiborne,  WiUiam  Charles  Cole  Clai- 
borne,  Matthew  Clay,  John  Dawson,  William  Findkj^ 
John  Fowler,  Albert  Gallatm,  Andrew  Gr^,  William 
Barry  Gtoto,  Jonathan  N.  Havens,  David  Holmei^ 
Walter^ Jones,  Matthew  Locke,  Matthew  Lyon,  Na- 
^aniel  Macon,  Blair  McClenachan,  Joseph  McDoweU,  ' 
John  Milledge,  John  Nicholas,  Tonmeon  J.  Skinner, 
Richard  fc$prigg^  jr.,  Richard  Stanford,  Thomas  8am* 
ter,  Abram  Trigg,  John  Trigg,  and  Robert  Williams. 

Nats-— John  Allen,  George  Baer,  jun.,  Bailey  Bart* 
lett,  James  A.  Bayard,  David  Brooks,  Stephen  Bullock^ 
Christopher  G.  ChampUn,  John  Chapman,  James  Coch- 
ran, Joshna  Coit,  William  Craik,  Samuel  W.  Dana, 
Thomas  T.  Davis.  John  Dennis,  George  Dent,  Thomas 
Evans,  Abiel  Foster,  Dwight  Foster,  Nathaniel  Free- 
man, jun.,  Henry  Glen,  Chauncej  Goodrich,  William 
Gurdon,  Roger  Griswold,  John  A.  Hanna,  Robert  Good* 
loe  Harper,  Carter  B.  Harrison,  Thomas  Hartley,  Wil- 
liam Hindman,Hezekiah  L.  Hosmer,  James  H.  Imlay, 
Edward  Livingston,  Samuel  Lyman,  James  Machir, 
William  Matthews,  Lewis  R.  Mc^ris,  Harrison  G.  Otis;, 
Thomas  Pinckney,  John  Reed,  John  Rutledge,  jnnior, 
James  Schoreman,  Samuel  Sewall,  William  Shepard, 
Thomas  Sinnickson,  Samuel  Smith,  William  Smith,  Pe- 
leg  Sprague,  G^rge  Thatcher,  Richard  Thomas,  Tho- 
mas Tillinghast,  John  £.  Van  Alen,  Philip  VanCort-' 
landt,  Joseph  B.  Vamnm,  Peleg  Wadsworth,  and  John 
Williams. 


Thursday,  April  12. 

The  bill  supplementary  to  the  act  providing  for 
the  further  defence  of  the  ports  and  harbors  of 
the  United  Staties,  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  sick  and  disabled  sea- 
men, after  considerable  opposition  from  Messrs. 
Sewall,  Otis,  and  Reed,  was  passed,  59  votes 
beins^  in  its  favor. 

The  bill    making   an   appropriation    for  the 
Government  buildings  in  the  city  of  Washing* 
ton,  was  received  from  the  Senate,  with  amend- 
ments, and  referred  to  a  select  committee. 
ADDITIONAL  ARTILLERY,  &c 

Mr.  S.  Smith  moved  to  go  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  in  order 
to  take  up  the  resolution  for  providing  additional 
companies  of  artillery  and  engineers,  and  cannooi 
arms,  and  ammunition. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
tke  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  accordingly, 
Mr.  Dent  in  the  Chair,  when  the  resolution  pro- 
viding for  — —  companies  of  artillery  and  en- 
gineers having  been  read, 
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Mr.  Sbwall  said,  the  committee  had  thoaght 
that  eight  or  nine  additional  companies  might  be 
sufficient;  But  he  believed  that  it  would  be  neces- 
sary to  have  more  than  one  lieutenant  colonel  as 
an  actual  attack  might  be  made  in  one  part,  and 
•Bother  iniffht  be  expected  in  a  different  quarter, 
or  a  field  officer  mignt  be  wanted  to  command  a 
militia  party.  Besides,  eight  or  nine  companies 
will  not  afford  a  sufficient  number  of  men,  as  the 
pment  fortifications  will  need  more  than  400  ad- 
ditional men,  and  it  was  proposed  by  the  appro- 
uriation  of  yesterday  that  more  should  be  erected. 
The  Secretary  of  War  was  of  opinion  that  a 
whole  reffimeat  in  addition  was  necessary,  and  he 
was  of  tne  same  opinioD.  He  therefore  moved 
to  strike  out  the  word  "  companies,"  for  the  pur- 
pose of  inserting  ^  a  regiment." 

Mr.  Nicholas  wisl^  to  know  whether  the 
committee  had  any  information  with  respect  to 
the  present  regiment,  as  to  where  the  men  were 
stationed,  and  whether  the  regiment  is  complete. 
Mr.  Macon  did  Hot  think  it  would  be  proper  to 
add  any  more  field  officers.  The  full  number  of 
men  might  be  raised  without  an  additional  field 
officer.  The  men  would  be  placed  in  the  different 
fortifications,  where  there  could  be  little  occasion 
fbr  field  officers. 

Mr.  Sewall  said,  he  would  give  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  the  information  he  had  asked  for, 
by  reading  a  letter  which  he  had  received  from 
the  Secretary  of  War.  From  this  letter  it  appears 
that  the  whole  number  of  non-commissioned  offi- 
cers and  men,  at  present,  is  952,  but  that  there  is 
a  deficiency  of  about  250.  The  different  places  at 
which  the  men  were  stationed  were  enumerated. 
Mr.  Hartley  was  in  favor  of  the  amendment. 
He  hoped  we  should  not  have  war ;  but  if  we  had, 
.  he  beliered  additional  field  officers  would  be  neces- 
•ery.  To  have  a  complete  additional  regiment 
would  encourage  young  men  to  enter  into  it,  who 
would  not  go  into  an  old  corps.  He  believed  if  a 
new  regiment  was  raised,  it  might  be  as  respecta- 
ble a  corps  as  any  in  existence ;  but  if  the  addi- 
tional companies  were  added  to  the  old  raiment, 
it  would  become  unwieldy,  and  unlike  any  other 
body  in  the  world.  One-half  of  these  men  would 
be  wanted  in  the  field,  and  therefore  two  lieuten- 
ant colonels  would  be  very  necessary. 

Mr.  Nicholas  understood  the  chairman  of  the 
select  committee  X6  say  that  eight  companies 
would  be  sufficient ;  so  that,  if  the  present  regi- 
ment was  filled  up,  there  would  be  little  more 
than  one  hundred  men  wanting.  But  it  seemed 
a  number  of  the  men  were  wanted  for  the  western 
frontier.  He  was  certain,  that  when  these  men 
were  first  raised,  no  idea  was  then  entertained  of 
employing  them  on  that  frontier.  He  could  see 
no  use  for  them  there,  except  ihey  were  employed 
instead  of  other  men ;  and  if  so,  it  was  an  impro- 

Sw  disposition  of  them.  It  was  giving  to  the 
ecretairy  of  War  the  power  to  extend  the  num- 
ber of  the  men,  in  order  to  employ  them  dififer- 
emtiy  from  what  they  were  intended.  He  hoped 
llMy  should  not  proceed  to  form  another  skeleton 
of  a  regiment,  fbr  field  officers  would  not  be  em- 
jdoyed,  if  made.    In  the  last  war,  to  tbe  Sooth- 1 


ward,  there  was  scarcely  ever  more  than  a  cap- 
tain's command.  Indeed,  he  considered  field  offi- 
cers as  of  little  more  use  in  the  field  than  in  gar- 
rison duty,  and  therefore  wholly  unnecessary. 
When  the  present  regiment  was  first  organized, 
one  lieutenant  colonel  was  objected  to ;  but  it  was 
said  this  regiment  was  to  operate  as  a  kind  of 
military  school,  and  on  that  ground  it  was  agreed 
to.  He  supposed  the  great  dep6ts  of  commerce 
would  have  been  attended  to;  but  he  did  not 
think  it  was  necessary  to  go  to  the  extent  in  pre- 
parations for  war  which  gentlemen  contemplated. 
He  hoped  they  would  not  ^ve  way  so  far  fo  their 
wishes  on  this  subject,  without  inquiring  into  oor 
ability  to  support  the  expense.  He  beueved  the 
greatest  want  by  and  by  would  be  the  want  of 
money,  and  that,  therefore,  no  estimate  should  be 
made  larger  than  necessary. 

Mr.  Smith  said,  the  present  corps  of  artillerists 
and  engineers  consists  of  one  lieutenant  colon^ 
four  majors,  and  sixteen  companies  of  62  mem 
each,  making  992  men,  exclusive  of  the  officem. 
Whether  they  are  comj^ete  or  not,  he  did  n6t 
know.  Men  are  constantly  going  out,  and  there 
have  been  some  desertions.  This  corps  has  not 
beenfound  sufilcient  for  the  western  firoatier  and 
the  Atlantic  forts.  The  gentleman  from  Virginia 
had  said,  there  was  no  occasion  for  artillery  on 
the  western  frontier,  as  that  service  was  not  con- 
templated when  the  regiment  was  formed.  On 
refiection,  that  gentleman  must  allow  that  they 
are  necessary  at  Detroit,  in  the  neic^hborhood  of 
the  British  posts,  at  Niagara,  Micnilimackinae, 
and  at  Walnut  Hills  and  the  Natchez.  That  gen- 
tleman is  also  of  opinion  that  field  officers  are  not 
necessarjr  in  service.  He  was  himself  of  a  differ- 
ent opinion,  and  «poke  of  the  manner  in  which 
they  would  be  necessary.  The  chairman  of  Che 
select  committee  has  stated  that  it  was  the  ojHnhm 
of  the  committee  that  nine  additional  companiet 
wouldhave  been  sufficient.  He  did  himselt  think 
these  would  have  been  sufficient ;  but  reflecting 
further  upon  the  subject,  he  believed  16  companies 
would  not  be  too  many.  Our  posts  on  the  Spanish 
frontier  must  be  substantially  ^rrisoned,  as  they 
are  far  removed  from  any  militia,  except  what 
may  be  formed  from  the  people  resident  there. 

It  mutt  be  in  the  view  of  every  gentleman, 
that  we  are  about  to  be  involved  in  war.  It  is 
more  than  probable.  If  this  is  the  case,  and  he 
believed  it  was,  we  must  have  more  artillery  than 
is  necessary  to  guard  our  posts.  We  must  have 
sufficient  besides  for  an  army  of  20,000  men.  He, 
therefore,  thought  a  complete  regiment  would  be 
necessary. 

An  objection  was  made  by  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  on  the  ground  of  expense.  This  was  no 
time  to  talk  of  expense:  We  must  provide  means 
of  defence.  This  is  our  duty,  and  it  is  the  duty 
of  the  people  cheerfully  to  pay  the  expense.  His 
object  had  always  been  to  preserve  the  country  in 
peace.  He  had  constantly  reprobated  every  mea- 
sure which  could  lead  to  war.  During  the  extra- 
ordinary session,  he  opposed  the  increase  of  out 
artillery  or  naval  armament.  He  went  heartily 
int*  the  appropriacsott  for  the  definee  of  our  ports 
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and  harbors ;  ieto  the  expense  of  equipping  and 
manning  our  frigates,  and  that  of  two  vessels  of 
tes  and  twelve  guns,  lor  the  purpose  of  protecting 
oar  coasts  and  ports.  The  House  had  been  told 
that  everything  had  been  done  with  respect  to  the 
frigjates  with  as  much  expedition  as  possible. 
This  they  must  believe.  They  were  also  told 
that  the  cutters  could  not  be  put  to  sea  for  want 
of  cannon.  This  must  be  believed  also,  but  he 
was  sorry  to  believe  it.  The  present  was,  how- 
ever, a  very  different  appearance  of  things  from 
that  which  presented  itself  during  the  extraordi- 
nary session.  The  documents  which  had  been 
laid  before  the  House  show  that  war  is  almost 
ineritable;  that  it  is  not  in  our  option  to  say, 
there  ahaU  be  no  war.  It  is  in  the  option  of  ano- 
tber  nation,  which  appears  to  be  irritated  with  us, 
whether  justly  or  unjustly,  he  should  not  inquire. 
It  appears  that  peace  is  no  longer  within  our 
gra^.  Beliering  this,  he  would  do  all  in  his 
power,  not  only  by  his  voice,  but  by  all  the  means 
which  nature  and  his  own  industrv  had  given 
him,  to  support  his  country.  Whibt  he  conceived 
it  to  be  in  our  power  to  preserve  peace,  he  was 
desirous  of  taking  every  measure  to  preserve  it ; 
hot  now,  when  he  saw  war  approaching,  he  would 
meet  it,  and  no  man  should  be  found  more  ready 
than  he  to  defend  his  country.  He  would  give 
the  reji^iment  of  artillery  now  asked  for,  because 
he  belieyed  it  necessary.  He  believed  more  cav- 
alry would  be  wanted  in  the  Southern  country, 
though  in  the  part  from  whence  be  came  they 
were  not  wanted.    He  would  also  give  them. 

Though  the  question,  Mr.  S.  said,  was  only  for 
an  addition  to  the  corps  of  artillery,  it  involved  in 
some  degree  the  defence  of  the  Union  generally, 
and  would  warrant  his  saying  what  he  thought 
necessary  to  say  on  this  subject.  Money,  he 
allowed^  was  the  great  essential.  With  money 
ererything  was  easy.  We  have,  said  he,  within 
ourselves  every  means  of  defence,  and  recourse 
OMst  be  had  to  them.  The  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  have  the  subject  of  revenue  before 
them.  They  will  report  a  plan,  which  will  not, 
perhaps,  bring  money  immediately  into  the  Trea- 
rary ;  but,  in  the  present  situation  of  things,  anti- 
cipations might  easily  be  got  from  the  moneyed 
men  of  the  country. 

Mr.  8.  concluded,  by  saying  he  had  gone  fur- 
ther into  the  subject  than,  according  to  the  rules 
of  order,  he  ought  to  have  gone ;  but  trusted  he 
should  be  excused,  from  having  dwelt  upon  a  ques- 
tion which  would  but  too  much  interest  us,  he  ap- 
prehended, in  a  short  time. 

Mr.  Macon  expected  the  ^ntleman  last  up 
would  have  spoken  to  the  question,  and  shown  the 
«M  o£  additional  field  officers.  He  did  not  wish 
to  lavish  money  away,  as,  if  we  were  to  be  en- 
gaged in  war,  we  should  have  occasion  for  all  that 
oould  be  got.  He  had  no  doubt  the  moneyed  men 
in  this  coimtry  would  do  as  much  as  the  moneyed 
■Mn  in  any  other.  But  as  he  could  see  no  occa- 
sion, and  none  had  been  shown,  for  ten  field 
officers  in  the  artillery,  he  should  oppose  the  pres- 
ast  motion. 

Mr.  PiMCKNiT  sarid,  it  must  give  real  pleasure 


to  every  true  friend  of  his  country,  to  find  the  una- 
nimity which  exists  in  this  House  for  supporting 
every  measure  which  may  be  deemed  necessary 
for  the  defence  of  our  country ;  and  when  they 
differed,  it  was  merely  about  this  or  that  mode  of 
carrying  into  effect  the  plans  proposed.  He  con- 
sidered It  to  be  the  object  of  the  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina,  to  be  economical  on  thb  head, 
that  we  might  have  better  means  for  effecting  some 
other  measures.  But  if  the  gentleman  consider- 
ed the  amount  of  this  economy  as  extending  onlv 
to  a  few  officers,  he  would  scarcely  think  it  wortn 
contending  for. . 

According  to  the  establishment  of  the  United 
States,  they  had  no  separate  corps  of  engineers. 
The  engineers  and  artillerists  are  coni^ected  to- 
gether, and  the  field  officers  are  the  most  proper 
persons  to  be  employed  as  engineers,  and  there- 
fore he  conceived  the  addition^  officers  would  be 
necessary.  Besides,  these  officers  being  experi- 
enced men,  will  be  ready  to  take  command  in  case 
of  any  sudden  attack.  Indeed,  when  the  vast  ex- 
tent of  our  coast  and  frontier  is  considered,  it  mtist 
be  acknowledged  it  would  be  bad  economy  to  have 
too  small  a  number  of  officers. 

Mr.  Shepard  said,  if  it  were  likely  .we  should 
go  to  war,  it  would  be  absolutely  necessary  to 
agree  to  the  amendment.  He  doubted  not  men  of 
knowledge  and  experience  would  be  appointed  as 
officers,  two  or  three  of  whom  would  nave  to  be 
employed  as  engineers  to  overlook  the  works  at 
the  different  fortifications,  by  which  means  the 
United  States  would  save  more  money  than  their 
pav  would  amount  to. 

Mr.  J.  Williams  should  be  in  favor  of  an  addi- 
tional Lieutenant  Commandant  and  four  Majors, 
if  our  artillery  were  to  be  doubled,  as  the  officers, 
who  would  douDtless  be  men  of  science,  would 
be  capable  of  acting  as  engineers^  and  ready  in 
some  cases  to  command  the  militia  m  case  of  a  war. 

Mr.  Gallatin.  If  the  object  of  this  amendment 
ha4  been  solely  to  decide  that  there  should  be 
field  officers  according  to  the  additional  compa- 
nies of  artillery  to  be  raised,  he  did  not  know  that 
he  should  have  troubled  the  committee  upon  the 
subject,  as  he  did  not  pretend  to  be  well  acquaint- 
ed with  military  matters,  but  sixteen  companies 
were  now  proposed  to  be  raised,  in  lieu  of  eight, 
which  the  select  committee  thought  sufficient. 

Upon  this  firround,  it  was  difficult  to  decide  this 
question.  The  chairman  of  the  committee  read  a 
letter  which  had  been  written  to  him  by  the  Sec- 
retary of  War,  which  contained  information  on 
the  subject,  but  as  this  letter  had  not  been  laid  be- 
fore the  House  and  printed,  as  was  customa^  in 
such  cases,  reference  could  not  be  had  to  it  Wnen 
the  House  had  been  applied  to  for  additional 
troops,  it  was  customary  for  them  to  have  before 
them  an  account  of  the  present  establishment, 
where  stationed,  and  for  what  purpose  the  addition 
was  wanted.  Nothing  of  this  kind  was  now  be- 
fore them ;  they  had  been  told  in  a  va^e  manner, 
that  having  appropriated  largely  for  fortifications 
additional  artillery  would  be  wanted.  He  hoped 
when  a  bill  was  reported,  this  information  would 
be  given  to  the  House. 
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It  had  been  said  by  the  gentleman  from  Mary- 
land, that  we  are  on  the  eve  of  a  war.  He  agreed 
that  the  probability  of  a  war  is  greater  than  it  has 
been  at  anv  former  period.  He  would  not  make 
any  remarKs  on  what  has  drawn  us  into  this  situ- 
ation. But,  among  the  causes,  he  would  beg  leave 
to  mention  the  publication  ot  the  late  despatches 
from  our  Envoys  in  France,  ordered  by  the  Senate. 

SThe  Chairman  said  this  remark  was  not  in  or- 
er.]  Mr.  G.  said,  the  gentleman  from  Maryland 
had  grounded  all  his  arguments  upon  the  present 
alarming  situation  of  the  country,  and  he  meant  to 
state  only,  that  the  publication  of  these  papers  had 
destroyed  the  hope  which  he  before  entertained  of 
a  reconciliation.  [A  cry  of  order.]  Mr.  G.  wish- 
ed to  know  what  was  in  order.  lie  supposed  if  it 
was  not  in  order  to  speak  of  what  had  led  to  the 
present  situation  of  tnings,  he  should  be  at  liberty 
to  state  in  what  the  danger  of  this  country  exists. 
He  conceived  that  the  great  danger  with  which  a 
war  threatens  this  country,  is  as  it  respects  the 
capital  of  the  nation,  and  the  revenues  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.  The  greatest  mischief  would  arise 
from  the  capture  of  our  vessels,  and,  in  the  next, 
from  being  deprived  of  the  ability  to  pay  the  reve- 
nues of  the  United  States.  The  revenues  would 
be  immediately  diminished  by  captures,  and  also 
from  a  want  of  ability  in  our  merchants  to  pay. 
These  he  looked  upon  as  the  greatest  evils  to  be 
apprehended  from  a  war,  and  therefore  he  con- 
tended that  it  was  the  duty  of  the  House  to  be 
cautious  how  they  expended  money  unnecessarily. 
If  the  effect  of  a  war  will  be  to  decrease  our 
revenue,  every  object  of  expense  should  be  avoid- 
ed, which  is  not  essentially  necessary ;  and  it  was 
possible,  on  further  information,  he  might  be  con- 
vinced that  it  was  proper  to  increase  the  artillery 
corps  sixteen  companiesL  instead^  of  eight,  as  first 
stated ;  but,  at  present,  ne  did  not  think  them  ne- 
cessary. 

Is  there,  said  Mr.  G.,  any  person  on  this  floor 
seriously  afraid  of  an  invasion  ?  He  was  sure  he 
was  not.  Because  the  enemy  we  may  havft  to 
contend  with,  is  weak  in  every  point  which  relates 
to  invasion.  She  has  a  weak  navy ;  her  means  of 
transport  are  small ;  the  immense  sea  which  di- 
vides us  is  a  security  against  it ;  but  the  greatest 
security  is,  our  own  power  and  resources,  and  the 
conviction  that  an  attack  upon  this  country  can 
be  no  object  with  that.  Their  object  will  be  plun- 
der, and  that  will  be  carried  on  by  attacking  our 
vessels.  There  was,  therefore,  no  real  danger  of 
invasion  by  an  army ;  but  he  allowed  it  to  be  pos- 
sible that  a  few  ships  might  come  and  lay  some  of 
our  towns  on  the  coast  under  contribution,  or  plun- 
der our  harbors.  Against  this  he  was  willing  to 
provide.  If,  in  the  event  of  war.'  it  shall  be  ne- 
cessary to  have  an  army  of  20,000  men,  then  an 
additional  number  of  artillery  may  be  necessary ; 
but  as  he  considered  the  defence  contemplated 
went  no  further  than  the  protection  of  our  harbors 
ag[ainst  the  depredations  of  any  few  vessels  which 
might  attack  them,  he  did  not  think  it  necessary 
to  go  as  far  as  was  proposed  with  respect  to  the 
artillery. 
What,  he  inquired,  was  the  additional  number 


of  artillery  asked  ?  Some  say  sixteen  companies ; 
others  eight.  We  have  sixteen  at  present.  Where 
are  they  employed?  Four  in  the  harbors,  and 
twelve  on  the  western  frontier.  He  asked  what 
use  twelve  companies  were  on  the  frontier  7  A 
few  at  Niagara  and  Detroit  must  be  necessary. 
Perhaps  four  companies.  But  he  held  m  his  hand 
the  reasons  which  the  Secretary  of  War  had  given 
for  placing  them  there.  It  was  not  to  preserve  the 
frontier  from  Indian  invasion.  But  in  order  to 
preserve  the  peace  of  the  Union,  to  preserve  order 
and  good  government  among  our  own  citizens. 
[Mr.  Cr.  read  an  extract  from  a  report  of  the  Secre- 
tary to  this  effect.]  On  this  ground,  Mr.  G.  said,  he 
haa  an  opinion  of  his  own.  Without  being  a 
military  man,  (which  he  was  not,)  he  might  say, 
an  army  is  not  necessary  to  keep  the  peome  from 
subvertmg  order  and  good  government.  He  con- 
ceived it  was  not  the  intention  of  Congress  to 
place  these  men  there  when  they  were  first  raised. 
He  thought,  therefore,  that  eight  companies  might 
be  withdrawn  from  the  western  frontier  without 
inconvenience,  and  placed  on  the  seaboard. 

We  ought,  at  this  time,  he  said,  to  husband  our 
resources  as  well  as  we  can,  and  not  go  into  any 
expense  which  can  be  avoided.  He  should,  there- 
fore, vote  against  the  amendment ;  for  if  ever  six- 
teen companies  are  necessary  on  the  seacoast, 
eight  might  be  drawn,  as  h^  -had  stated,  from  the 
frontier. 

He  had  heard  it  twice  repeated  (once  yesterday 
and  aiffain  to-day)  that  we  must  first  provide  for 
the  eflectual  defence  of  the  country,  and  then  look 
out  for  money.  He  believed  it  would  be  found 
extremely  inconvenient  to  pursue  this  mode.  On 
the  contrary,  he  thought  it  would  be  wise  to  take 
a  view  of  our  resources  first ;  and  if  it  is  found 
they  are  extensive,  and  equal  to  any  purpose  pro- 
posed, then  let  all  be  done ;  but  first  to  go  mto 
every  expense,  and  then  inquire  whether  resources 
could  be  had,  he  did  not  think  the  most  prudent 
plan.  *He  believed  it  would  be  well  to  look  into 
our  means,  and  then  select  such  objects  of  expense 
as  would  be  of  the  greatest  service  to  us. 

He  should  wish  that  the  resolution  might  be 
agreed  to  under  the  idea  of  eiffht  companies;  and 
before  a  bill  was  reported,  other  objects  coijdd  be 
taken  into  consideration,  and  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  mi^ht,  in  the  meantime,  make 
a  report  on  the  situation  of  our  means,  when  the 
House  would  be  better  able  to  determine,  than  at 
present,  what  would  be  the  fittest  to  be  done. 

Mr.  G.  said,  he  should  vote  against  the  amend- 
ment, not  because  he  was  against  additional  field 
officers,  because  he  was  not  a  judge  of  the  subject, 
but  because  he  thought  sixteen  additional  com* 
panics  unnecessary ;  oecause  the  committee  had 
a  number  of  objects  before  them,  and  neither 
knowing  the  extent  to  which  they  meant  to  go. 
nor  the  extent  of  our  means,  therefore,  he  should 
vote  a^inst  it. 

Mr.  Brooks  agreed  with  the  gentleman  who 
had  just  sat  down,  that  he  was  not  a  ffood  indge 
of  what  relates  to  military  matters;  and  ne  thought, 
by  this  time,  the  committee  must  be  of  opini(m 
that  he  was  a  very  indifferent  judge  of  the  whole; 
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subject  on  which  he  had  spoken.  He  had  said 
that  four  companies  of  artilierv  are  sufficient  for 
the  whole  frontier.  If  the  gentleman  had  taken  a 
range  from  the  lakes  to  the  Mississippi,  and 
riewed  our  numerous  posts  there,  he  would  not 
have  ventured  the  position.  He  had  pretended  to 
say  that  the  Secretary  of  War  had  ffiven  it  as  his 
opmion  that  there  was  no  occasion  for  artillery  on 
the  frontier,  except  to  preserve  order  among  our 
own  citizens;  but  he  could  not  think  this  was 
aaid  generally  with  respect  to  all  the  posts.  The 
gentleman  has.  on  the  other  hand,  represented  the 
nation  with  wnom  we  are  likely  to  be  at  war  as 
a  weak  people,  from  whom  no  dfanger  is  to  be  ap- 
prehended ;  yet  he  should  not  wonder,  if,  before 
the  session  rises,  he  should  speak  of  them  in  a 
most  formidable  shape.  Our  mland  towns  he  re- 
presented as  in  no  danger,  and,  therefore^  that  the 
artillery  proposed  are  not  necessary ;  but  if  he  took 
a  view  of  oiur  coast  from  Maine  to  Georgia,  he 
thought  it  must  convince  him  that  employment 
mi^ht  be  found  for  fifteen  or  sixteen  companies  of 
artillery. 

But  the  gentleman  says,  we  are  not  to  consider 
oor  danger,  but  first  to  sit  down  and  count  the 
cost  He  thought  the  gentleman  begun  at  the 
wrong  end  of  the  business.  If  he  had  been  in  the 
country  at  the  commencement  of  our  Revolution, 
he  would  not  have  thought  this  the  proper  course 
of  proceeding.  We  then  determined  to  defend 
ourselves  and  preserve  our  independence,  what- 
ever was  the  cost ;  and  he  believed  this  would  be 
the  best  course  to  be  pursued  on  the  present  occa- 
sion, and  not  calculate  what  the  people  can  afford 
to  pay,  or  what  they  will  be  wiUing  to  pay,  and  if 
this  be  not  sufficient,  sit  down  and  suffer  our-* 
selves  to  be  devoured.  On  the  contrary,  he 
thought  it  best  first  to  determine  whether  it  is 

E roper  to  defend  ourselves  from  invasion,  and 
aving  determined  this,  go  on  to  say  what  are  the 
necessary  preparations  to  be  made,  and  after  these 
are  decided  upon,  then  sit  down  and  look  out  for 
the  ways  and. means ;  and  not  fold  our  hands  and 
cry  out  there  is  a  lion  in  the  streets,  and  we  shall 
be  devoured,  without  making  an  effort  to  defend 
ourselves.  This  doctrine,  he  could  assure  the 
gentleman,  will  not  pass  current  in  this  country. 
As  to  wnat  the  gentleman  had  said  with  respect 
to  the  publication  of  the  papers,  his  intention  was 
easily  to  be  dbcovered.  [A  call  of  order.]  Mr. 
B.  conclude4  with  saying,  he  was  sorry  any  gen- 
tleman should  have  thought  it  necessary  to  alarm 
the  people,  by  telling  4hem  we  have  not  resources 
wherewith  to  defend  ourselves.  He  hoped  such 
an  alarm,  however,  would  neither  spread  far  nor 
wide. 

Mr.  Dayton  (the  Speaker)  said,  that  the  speech 
of  the  member  from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Galla- 
tin,) in  opposition  to  the  amendment  for  increas- 
ing the  corps  of  artillerists  and  engineers,  must  be 
considered  as  the  exhibition  of  another  leaf  of 
that  favorite  book,  in  which  was  written  the  sys- 
tem of  his  uniform  opposition  to  all  the  measures 
of  our  Administration.  It  was,  in  other  words, 
the  second  part  of  that  sort  of  manoeuvre,  or  skil- 
ful management,  which  was  first  attempted  in  the 
5th  Cow. — 45 


case  qf  the  foreign  intercourse  bill ;  when^  under 
the  semblance  of  introducing  an  economical  re- 
form, his  real  object  was  to  accomplish  other  and 
more  important  changes.  It  could  not  be  so  soon 
forgotten  how  that  gentleman,  in  the  recent  in- 
stance alluded  to,  professing  no  other  design  than 
to  regulate  the  compensations  of  foreign  Minis- 
ters, did  aim,  in  effect,  by  that  indirect  though 
certain  means,  to  define  and  designate  as  well  the 
number  as  the  respective  grades  of  our  foreign 
agents,  and  thereby  virtually  to  place  himself  m 
the  Presidential  chair.  Possessing  the  same  tem- 
per, and  persevering  in  the  same  views,  the  gen- 
tleman, although  then  defeated,  was  not  dis- 
couraged from  again  attempting  to  carry  his 
point,  under  the  like  plausible  professions  of 
anxiety  for  economical  arrauj^ements.  When  an 
additional  number  of  troops  is  called  for,  in  order 
to  man  our  fortifications  alouff  the  seaboard,  or 
indeed  to  prevent  them  from  iailing  into  decay,  he 
does  not  deny  that  they  are  wanted  for  this  pur- 
pose, and  that  those  wnich  are  stationed  at  the 
fortifications  in  our  ports  and  harbors  are  inade- 
quate, but  boldly  takes  it  upon  himself  to  decide 
and  declare,  that  treble  the  number  which  are  ne- 
cessary are  posted  along  our  interior  frontier,  and 
that  they  ought  to  be  recalled  to  the  seacoast 
Could  such  language  and  conduct,  Mr.  D.  asked, 
be  otherwise  considered  by  those  who  viewed  it 
in  its  certain  effects,  than  as  another  attempt  to 
usurp  the  place  and  duties  of  the  Chief  Mam- 
trate,  and  to  wrest  ftom  him,  or  what  was  equuly 
unconstitutional,  to  participate  with  him,  one  of 
the  most  important  attributes  of  the  office,  that  of 
Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Army?  The  mem- 
ber from  Pennsylvania  knew  well  that  by  defeat- 
ing the  proposition  for  adding  to  the  number  of 
troops,  they  would  compel  the  President  to  with- 
draw those  now  in  service  from  the  stations  where 
he,  whom  the  Constitution  has  made  exclusively 
the  judge,  had  thought  that  the  common  defence 
and  general  welfare  required  them  to  be  stationed. 
The  member  had,  indeed,  in  words  as  plain  as  he 
could  speak,  (though,  perhaps,  inadvertently,  be- 
cause inconsistent  with  the  profession  of  bavins  a 
single  view  to  economy,)  declared  unequivocally, 
that  such  was  the  very  obiect  which  he  aimed  at. 
It  was  not  possible.  Mr.  D.  said,  that  a  majority 
of  that  committee  snould  be  found  to  counteoance 
an  opposition  which  went  in  effect  to  say,  let  this 
fortret^s  be  dismantled,  let  that  post  be  abandoned, 
let  the  interior  frontier  be  stripped  of  its  defence, 
and  let  the  House  of  Representatives  in  future  di- 
rect the  movements  and  several  stations  of  the 
troops.  However  well  qualified  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania  might  be  to  regulate  and  di- 
rect those  things,  and  to  perform  the  duties  of  the 
Commander-in-Chief,  yet  it  was  very  certain  that 
the  people  had  not  called  him  to  that  station,  nor 
confided  to  him  that  trust,  and  that  in  his  legisla- 
tive capacity  as  Representative,  he  could  not  be 
warranted  in  his  attempt  to  exercise  it. 

As  to  the  objection  a^nst  the  amendment 
upon  the  principle  that  sixteen  companies  must 
compose  a  regiment,  and  that  they  would  be  more 
than  had  been  suggested  by  the  committee  to  be 
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necessary,  Mr.  D.  would  remark,  that  by  adopt- 
iog  it  the  House  did  not  decide  upon  the  number 
of  the  addition  to  be  made. 

The  question  was  merely  whether  another  re- 
giment should  be  raised,  and  when  the  bill  should 
be  brought  in,  pursuant  to  the  resolution,  it  would 
then  be  the  proper  time  to  decide  whether  it  should 
consist  of  three  or  four  battalions,  that  is,  of 
twelve  or  fifteen  companies.  He  acknowledged 
that,  under  his  present  impression,  he  should  pre- 
^r  the  former,  but  he  did  not  wish  to  decide  that 
question  now,  because  it  was  desirable  to  gain 
more  information  than  they  were  now  possessed 
pf,  or  than  the  select  committee  was  prepared  to 
give  them.  Many  advantages  would  accrue  from 
organizing  them  in  a  separate  regiment,  and  the 
additionaiexpense  would  be  no  more  than  that  of 
the  Lieutenant  Colonel,  for  the  companies  to  be 
^ised  must  be  classed  in  battalions,  and  Majors 
of  course  be  appointed  to  command  them. 

Mr.  Gallatin  believed  he  was  as  good  a  judge 
us  the  gentleman  from  New  Jersey  could  be  of  the 
nurposes  for  which  he  had  been  elected.  He  be- 
lieved he  was  the  sole  judge  of  the  line  of  con- 
duct which  it  was  proper  for  him  to  adopt,  and  of 
the  extent  of  his  duty ;  and  he  could  not  conceive 
that  he  had  not  a  right  to  take  into  consideration 
the  present  disposition  of  the.  troops  of  the  United 
States,  in  order  to  ascertain  how  tar  it  was  neces- 
sary to  increase  their  number.  He  thought  the 
.objection  which  had  been  made  extraordinary, 
especially  as  it  appears  from  the  report  of  the  Se- 
cretarv  of  War  that  he  exj[>ected  the  House  would 
take  tne  matter  into  consideration,  and  therefore 
states  the  reasons  why  no  reliance  can  be  had 
upon  troops  on  the  frontier.  He  well  knew  that 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  under  him,  had  the  disposition  of  the 
troops  of  the  United  States ;  but  he  also  knew 
that  if  more  were  asked  for,  for  any  particular 
service,  and  Congress  did  not  agrc^e  to  provide  so 
many  as  were  asked,  the  consequence  would  be 
that  men  would  be  drawn  from  quarters  where 
they  were  of  least  use,  and  placed  in  others  where 
necessity  called  for  them. 

As  to  the  observations  of  the  gentleman  from 
New  York,  (Mr.  Bhooks,)  he  did  not  know  whe- 
ther they  required  any  answer.  He  allowed  that 
gentleman  mi^ht  be  a  better  judge  of  military 
Affairs  than  him,  but  when  he  spoKe  of  artillery 
as  being  necessary  on  the  frontier,  he  thought  he 
made  no  di^lay  of  military  knowledge.  It  was 
well  known,  that  from  1789  to  1794,  we  had  only 
four  companies  of  artillery.  It  is  true  that  we 
have  now  got  possession  of  the  posts  on  tbe  Lakes ; 
but  this  could  not  be  considered,  as  a  removal  of 
our  Cirontier. 

The  gentleman  from  New  York  had  said  that 
his  (Mr.  Q.'s)  mode  of  arguing  would  not  obtain — 
that  he  proposed  submission  because  of  the 
expense  which  would  attend  defence — that  he 
wished  to  alarm  the  people  of  the  United  States 
.  by  an  insinuation  that  we  did  not  possess  the 
neans  of  defending  ourselves.  Was  it  to  alarm 
the  people  of  the  United  States  that  he  said  he 
ilid  not  believe  we  had  reason  to  expect  an  inva- 


sion, from  the  strength  and  resources  of  our  coun- 
try, and  from  the  weakness  of  the  enemy  ?  It 
was  his  wish  that  our  danger,  our  real  situation, 
should  be  known  without  exaggeration  on  either 
side.  He  had  himself  considered  our  situation, 
and  it  appeared  to  him  thai  the  most  we  had  to 
apprehend  was  from  our  monev  resources.  If  in 
1776  there  was  an  immediate  aan^r  of  invasion, 
he  knew  very  well  it  was  not  a  time  to  consider 
of  expense ;  but  when  war  is  made  upon  our  mo* 
ney  resources,  he  thought  it  right  to  take  theee 
into  consideration^  and  not  cripple  ourselves  in 
tbaet  part  which  will  be  most  exposed.  Is  it  not 
true,  said  he,  that  our  revenue  is  chiefly  derived 
from  imposts  ?  And  will  not  vrar  greatly  derange 
that  revenue  1  And  is  it  not  proper  to  consider 
that  at  the  time  we  are  about  to  make  large  ex- 
penditures  of  money  in  defensive  measures  ?  If 
an  individual  was  to  act  in  the  way  recommend- 
ed by  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  his  conduct 
would  not  be  much  admired.  He  acknowledged 
there  might  be  times  when  expenses  might  be  a 
subordinate  consideration;  but  he  believed  our 
present  danger  principally  threatened  our  pro- 
perty and  the  destruction  of  oar  revenue.  It  was 
proper,  therefore,  to  let  our  measures  and  resour- 
ces go  hand  in  hand,  and  it  was  on  this  ground 
that  he  should  vote  against  the  amendment. 

He  might  be  excused  if  he  was  actuated  in 
some  degree  by  the  difficulty  always  attendant  in 
the  reducing  of  an  establishment  when  once  gone 
into.  Causes  which  ^ave  way  to  establishments 
may  cease,  and  establishments  continue.  He  need 
only  refer  to  our  present  Military  and  Naval  Kb- 
tablishments,  which  were  raised  for  different 
purposes  from  those  for  which  they  are  now  main- 
tained. 

The  question  on  the  amendment  was  put  and 
carried,  there  being  55  votes  in  favor  of  it. 

The  resolution,  as  amended,  was  put  and  car- 
ried, there  being  61  votes  for  it 

Mr.  Sewall  then  called  up  the  resolution  re- 
ported at  the  same  time  with  the  above,  for  the 
purpose  of  purchasing  arms,  ammunition,  and 
cannon,  which  he  moved  to  amend  by  giving  the 
President  power,  in  case  he  found  any  difficulty 
in  purchasing  cannon  or  arms,  to  purchase  or  rent 
foundries  or  armories. 

Some  opposition  was  given  to  this  amendment 
and  the  consideration  of  it  was  postponed  until 
the  information  which  some  days  ago  was  called 
for  on  this  subject  from  the  Executive  was  re- 
ceived. 

The  committee  rose  and  reported  the  resolution 
agreed  to,  and  a  bill  was  ordered  to  be  brought  in 
accordingly. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  report 
from  the  Secretary  of  War  on  the  subject  of  can- 
non and  arms,  (above  alluded  to;)  which  were 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union. 

Friday,  April  13. 

Mr.  Batard,  from  the  managers  of  the  im- 
peachment against  William  Blount,  who  were 
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appointed  to  confer  with  the  Senate  on  the  sub- 
ject of  nheir  resolution,  made  a  report,  which  was 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Sewall,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
reported  a  bill  to  provide  an  additional  regiment 
or  artillerists  ana  engineers;  which  was  twice 
read  and  committed. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  report  of 
^e  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  on  a  memorial  of 
sundry  merchants  of  this  city,  praying  for  the 
erection  of  certain  piers  in  the  rirer  Delaware. 
The  report  states  it  to  be  the  opinion  of  the  Sec* 
retary  of  the  Treasury,  that  it  will  be  expedient 
to  provide  for  the  erection  of  the  said  piers,  and 
recommends  an  appropriation  of  a  sum  of  money 
for  the  purpose;  committed  for  Monday. 

CITY  OF  WASHINGTON. 

Mr.  Craik,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the 
bill  providing  an  appropriation  for  completing 
the  necessary  buildings  in  the  city  of  Washing- 
ton, reported  it  as  their  opinion,  that  the  amend- 
ments ought  to  be  agreed  to.  The  report  was 
committS  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and 
being  made  the  order  for  this  day,  the  House  re- 
solved itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
that  subject.  The  Senate  had  struck  out  all  the 
bill,  except  the  enacting  clause,  and  inserted  in  its 
place  a  provision  for  a  loan  of  100,000  tloUars, 
which,  together  with  the  200,000  dollars  which 
have  already  been  obtained  on  loan  under  the  au- 
thority of  tne  law  in  which  Congress  ffuarantees 
a  loan  for  the  city  of  Washington,  make  up  the 
300,000  dollars  there  authorized  to  be  borrowed. 
The  original  bill,  as  sent  from  this  House,  pco- 
poied  a  grant  of  200,0Q0  dollars;  but  the  chair- 
man of  the  select  committee  (  Mr.  CRAnc)  said, 
MB  he  believed  this  was  all  that  could  be  ffot  at 
this  time,  he  hoped  the  amendment  would  be 
agreed  to.    It  was  agreed  to  accordingly. 

PRIVATE  ARMED  VESSELS. 

Mr.  Varnum  presented  a  petition  from  the  free- 
holders and  others  of  the  town  of  Cambridge,  in 
the  State  of  Massachusetts,  stating  their  alarm  on 
account  of  the  {Hivilej^e  eiven  to  merchants  to 
«rm  their  vessels,  (which  mey  look  upon  as  tan- 
tamount to  war,)  as  they  believe  stronger  reasons 
than  ever  now  exist  for  restraining  their  arming ; 
that  they  anxiously  wish  for  peace,  believing  that 
we  have  nothing  to  hope  from  war,  but  dishonor 
and  disgrace ;  that  they  hope  no  idea  of  false  hon- 
or will  prevent  such  measures  being  taken  as  shall 
preserve  peace,  and  by  that  means  most  certainly 
promote  the  public  welfare. 

Mr.  VARifUBi  moved  that  this  petition  be  refer* 
red  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union. 

Mr.  Dana  said  he  did  not  hear  the  petition  dis- 
tinctly, but  he  thought  there  were  some  things  in 
it  which  were  not  very  proper  to  be  contained  in 
a  petition,  and  which  rendered  it  improper  to  be 
referred. 

The  question  was  put,  and  it  was  referred — 38 
to  35. 


PURCHASE  OP  P0UNDRIE8. 

Mr.  Sewall  moved,  that  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill-  from  the 
Senate  authorizing  the  President  to  purchase  one 
or  more  foundries,  be  discharged  from  the  fur- 
ther consideration  of  it,  and  that  it  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union ;  which  being  carried,  he  then  moved,  that 
the  House  20  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union,  which  was  done  accord- 
ingly ;  and  the  committee  proceeded  to  consider 
the  resolution  which  was  yesterday  under  discus- 
sion, for  appropriating  a  sum  of  money  for  the 
purchase  oi  cannon,  arms,  and  ammunition,  and 
the  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Sewall  to  em- 
power the  President,  in  case  other  means  should 
fail  in  any  considerable  degree,  to  purchase  or 
hire  foundries,  or  armories,  which  shall  be  em- 
ployed in  manufacturing  the  same  for  the  use  of 
the  United  States. 

This  amendment  was  supported  by  Messrs.  Se- 
wall, Brooks,  Otis,  Dana,  Oordon,  Harper, 
Dayton,  J.  Williams,  RtrrLEDOE,  Allen,  Hart- 
ley, and  Pinckney,  on  the  ground  of  its  bein^ 
necessary  to  provide  for  a  supply  of  cannon  and 
arms  at  all  events ;  that  thougti  they  allowed  it 
would  be  best  to  purchase  whilst  that  could  be 
done,  yet  there  being  but  few  places  in  the  United 
States  where  cannon  of  a  lar^e  calibre,  in  partic- 
ular, could  be  cast,  the  propnetors  of  these  works 
mignt  unite  togetner  and  refuse  to  contract  for  a 
supply  of  cannon,  except  upon  very  exorbitant 
terms ;  or  it  was  possible  thev  might  be  influenced 
bv  a  foreign  country  not  to  furnish  a  supply^  and. 
it  such  should  be  the  case,  an  appropnation  of 
money  could  not  procure  cannon,  and  it  would  be 
poper  and  necessary  that  the  President  should ' 
nave  power  to  hire  or  purchase  foundries,  and  to 
employ  persons  to  work  them  on  our  own  accoimt. 

It  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Livingston,  Gal- 
latin, Macon,  Nicholas,  McDowell,  Lyon,  and 
T.  Claiborne,  from  a  conviction  that  cannon 
could  be  purchased  to  any  extent;  that  if  this 
power  was  given  they  doubted  not  the  project  of 
castinjg  our  own  cannon  would  be  immediately 
gone  into,  which,  from  past  experience,  they  had 
everv  reason  to  believe,  would  be  expensive  be- 
yond measure,  without  answering  any  good  pur- 
pose; and  so  far  from  securing  a  supply,  they 
thought  it  would  be  likely  to  prevent  it,  as  when 
the  founders  see  the  President  has  a  power  to  pur- 
chase, they  may  refuse  to  contract,  from  the  hoj>e 
of  making  a  good  bargain  in  the  sale  of  their 
works. 

The  question  on  the  amendment  was  put  and 
carried,  there  being  fifty  votes  in  favor  of  it. 

The  resolution  was  then  carried  without  a  di- 
vbion  ;  the  committee  rose,  and  a  bill  was  order- 
ed to  be  brought  in  accordingly. 

PIERRE  AUPODC. 
On  a  motion  of  Mr.  Livinqston,  the  House 
resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Commerce  and 
Manufactures  on  the  petition  of  Pierre  Aupoix, 
who  praye  for  a  drawback  on  ^R>d8  exporte 
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which  was  refused  to  he  paid  him  by  the  Collec- 
tor of  New  York,  on  the  ground  of  his  having 
omitted  to  take  the  oath  (during  the  time  of  a 
former  collector)  not  to  re-land  the  jg^oods  in  the 
United  States,  though  he  had  complied  with  ev- 
ery other  requisite,  and  it  was  an  omission  of  the 
collector,  that  he  did  not  do  this.  The  report 
was  favorable,  and  was  concurred  in,  after  some 
debate.  The  committee  rose,  and  the  House  hav- 
ing confirmed  the  decision,  a  bill  was  directed  to 
be  brought  in  accordingly.    Adj'd  till  Monday. 

In  the  course  of  the  sitting,  Mr.  Harper  gave 
the  following  notice : 

Mr.  Speaker :  Before  the  House  goes  into  the 
order  of  the  day,  I  wish  to  give  notice  of  a  mo- 
tion which,  at  some  time  before  the  end  of  this 
session,  I  have  resolved  to  submit  to  this  House. 
It  is  for  the  reprimand,  at  the  bar  of  the  House, 
of  one  of  its  members,  for  the  most  vile  and  un- 
founded slanders  against  sundry  members  of  this 
House.  These  slanders  are  contained  in  a  letter 
which  I  have  read  in  the  public  prints  of  this  city, 
and  which  contains  all  that  malice  and  falsehooa 
could  suggest  for  the  purpose  of  defaming  the 
members  of  this  House,  and  of  the  Government, 
and  of  destroying  their  reputation.  I  allude,  Sir, 
to  a  letter  under  the  signature  of  William  Find- 
ley,  which. has  appeared  in  the  public  prints,  and 
the  writing  of  which,  by  that  person,  can,  as  I 
am  well  assured,  be  proved  by  the  most  unexcep- 
tionable testimony.  Nothing,  Sir,  but  my  unwu- 
lingness  to  interrupt  the  important  business  of  the 
public  at  this  crisis  of  our  affairs,  prevents  me 
from  immediately  submitting  this  motion  ;  and  I 
will  add,  that  I  should  never  have  troubled  the 
.  House  on  the  subject  of  this  person's  conduct, 
did  not  that  age,  which  he  dishonors,  render  him 
an  unfit  subject  for  personal  chastisement. 

Mr.  FiNDLEY  wished  to  know  whether  a  mem- 
ber had  a  right  to  attack  another  member  in  this 
manner.  It  he  saw  the  letter  which  had  been  al- 
luded to,  he  could  tell  whether  it  was  his  or 
not.  Any  letter  of  his,  he  believed,  would  itpeak 
for  itself. 

Mr.  Gallatin  wished  to  be  informed  by  the 
Speaker  whether  it  was  in  order  fur  a  member 
to  jise  in  his  place,  under  pretence  of  his  giving 
notice  of  his  intention  of  making  a  motion,  and 
thus  abuse  another  member  in  the  House,  saying 
he  would  chastise  him,  and  so  on.  If  the  gentle- 
man has  a  motion  to  make,  why  not  make  it  with- 
out this  ? 

The  Speaker  replied  that  a  member  had  a 
right  to  give  notice  of  any  motion  which  he  in- 
tended to  make ;  but,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Chair, 
the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  had  gone  far- 
ther in  doing  it,  than  order  and  decorum  would 
justify. 

Nothing  further  passed  on  this  subject. 


Monday,  April  16. 
ADDITIONAL  AIJTILLERY. 
After  the  presentation  of  a  large  number  of  pe- 
tions,  from  different  parts  of  the  country,  against 


the  measure  of  arming  merchant  vessels,  and  all 
other  measures  which  may  have  a  tendency  to  in- 
volve the  nation  in  war,  the  House  went  into 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  providing  an 
additional  regiment  of  artillery  and  engineers. 

Mr.  Sewall  moved  to  fill  the  blaiik,  left  for 
the  period  for  which  men  should  be  enlisted,  with 
five  years. 

Mr.  Nicholas  had  no  idea  we  should  have  oc- 
casion for  these  men  for  five  years. 

Mr.  Dayton  (the  Speaker)  said  they  might  be 
wanted  for  five  years.  If  they  were,  there  would 
be  a  considerable  saving  in  enlisting  them  for  that 
time,  as  men  would  as  readily  be  got  for  that  pe- 
riod as  for  a  shorter. 

Mr.  Nicholas  was  unwilling  that  the  men 
should  be  enlisted  for  so  long  a  period;  and,  if  no 
one  else  did  it,  he  should  move  a  limitation  clause 
to  the  bill. 

Mr.  Lyon  did  not  think  citizens  would  be  fond 
of  enlisting  for  five  years.  He  thought  three  years 
long  enough. 

Mr.  Gallatin  called  for  the  reading  of  the  act 
which  directs  that  men  shall  be  enlisted  for  five 
years,  as  he  found  in  the  original  law  they  were  ta 
be  engaged  only  for  three  years.  [The  law  of 
1776  was  accordingly  read.] 

Mr.  Sewall  wished  the  words  in  this  case  to  be 
the  same  as  in  the  former  law,  viz :  "for  five  years, 
unless  sooner  discharged." 

The  question  was  put  and  carried,  there  being 
60  votes  for  it. 

Mr.  Sewall  moved  to  fill  the  blank  for  the 
number  of  battalions,  with  three,  as  he  believed 
three  would  be  sufficient. 

Mr,  J.Williams  thought  two  additional  battal- 
ions would  be  sufficient,  as  j^hat  would  make  in  the 
wbole  twenty-four  companies,  or  1,488  men,  and, 
in  that  case, another  lieutenant  colonel  command- 
ant might  be  had. 

The  question  for  three  battalions  was  put  and 
carried — 47  to  30. 

The  bill  being  gone  through^ 

Mr.  Gallatin  said  he  wished  to  move  an 
amendment  in  the  first  section.  In  the  year  1792, 
when  the  law  was  passed  for  raising  three  regi- 
ments of  infantry,  two  provisions  were  inserted  in 
it  to  prevent  their  being  kept  longer  in  service  than 
the  occasion  for  which  they  wereengajged  required. 
The  first  was,  "Provided,  that  the  said  three  regi- 
ments shall  be  discharged  so  soon  as  the  United 
States  shall  be  at  peace  with  the  Indian  tribes." 
The  other  provision  gave  to  the  President  a  power 
to  forbear  tne  enlisting  of  men,  and  of  discha^ing 
them  whenever,  in  his  opinion,  the  state  of  things 
ceased  to  make  them  necessary.  In  order  to  effect 
the  same  purpose  which  these  provisions  had  in 
view,  viz :  a  discharge  of  the  men  when  the  occa- 
sion which  calls  them  into  existence  ceases  to  ex- 
ist, he  proposed  the  following  amendment :  "  Pro- 
vided, that  the  said  regiment  shall  be  discharged 
as  soon  as  the  differences  now  existing  between 
the  United  States  and  the  French  Republic  shall 
have  been  adjusted."  Those  gentlemen  who  wished 
this  regiment  to  be  made  a  part  of  our  permanent 
establishment,  would  of  course^ote  against  this 
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aniendment ;  but  those  who  wished  it  to  cease 
when  the  present  alarm  ceases,  will  certainly  vote 
in  favor  of  it. 

Mr.  Hartley  did  not  think  it  would  be  ri^ht  to 
agree  to  this  amendment ;  for  if  we  were  to  Dein- 
yolyedin  war,  it  might  not  be  with  one  nation  onl]^. 
He  should  be  willing  to  agree  to  the  latter  provi- 
sion, whic]i  his  colleague  had  mentioned,  viz: 
that  the  President  will  forbear  to  raise  men,  or  dis- 
charge them,  when  he  thinks  proper.  He  saw  no 
reason  for  being  so  pointed,  as  we  had  not  at  pre- 
sent declared  war  against  tne  French  Republic. 

Mr.  Sbwall  thought  this  amendment  pointed 
and  improper.  The  gentleman  from  Pennsylva- 
nia would  not  have  Congress  say  that  these  men 
were  raised  to  act  against  the  French  Republic. 
If  the  French  were  to  attack  us,  they  would,  to  be 
sure,  be  employed  against  them.  But  this  amend- 
ment supposed  the  end  of  a  state  of  things  which 
is  not  yet  begun.  He  had  no  objection  to  adopt 
the  provision  which  the  gentleman  last  up  had 
mentioned. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  said  he  should  be  candid  with  the 
fl^entleman  from  Pennsylvania.  He  meant  to  vote 
for  this  corps,  under  the  idea  of  voting  ^50,000 
for  the  purpose  of  erecting  and  completing  fortifi- 
cations, in  which  it  would  be  proper  to  keep  a 
sufficient  number  of  men,  which  he  believed  would 
require  most  of  the  men  now  contemplated,  in  ad- 
^tion  to  those  already  in  existence.  At  Boston, 
he  said,  where  there  are  none  at  present,  one  com- 
pany will  be  wanted ;  at  Rhode  Island,  New  York, 
and  Mud  Island,  each  an  additional  company ;  at 
Ocracoke,  in  North  Caroliua,  at  Old  Point  Com- 
fort, in  Virginia,  and  at  three  forts  on  the  Mbsis- 
sippi,  each  a  company.  He  should,  therefore^  vote 
for  this  regiment  under  a  prospect  of  its  bemg  a 
permanent  corps.  It  was  a  corps  which  would 
require  men  of  education  as  officers ;  and  what  in- 
ducementj  he  asked,  would  there  be  for  men  of 
this  descnption  to  enter  into  it,  if  thev  were  liable 
to  be  discluirged  from  the  service  at  tne  end  of  six 
months  ? 

Mr.  Nicholas  hoped  the  amendment  proposed 
would  not  be  disagreed  to  upon  the  ground  stated 
by  the  gentleman  last  up,  which  he  thought  a 
little  singular.  If  the  force  contemplated  was  ad- 
equate for  a  time  of  war,  the  same  could  not  be 
necessary  in  time  of  peace.  The  reason  which 
would  continue  in  force  this  regiment,  after  the 
occasion  ceased  for  which  it  was  formed,  would 
hold  for  keeping  up  any  other  force  which  it  may 
be  found  necessary  to  raise.  At  a  time  when 
measures  are  about  to  be  taken,  which  will  call 
for  all  the  resources  which  the  country  can  fur- 
nish, they  ought  to  look  to  a  period  when  they 
will  have  an  end.  He  believed  the  expense  of  a 
war  would  be  one  of  its  greatest  evils. 

Mr.  Dayton  said,  if  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia had  shown  tnat  this  additional  regiment 
would  be  sufficient  in  case  of  war,  his  argument 
might  have  had  some  weight;  but  not  having 
shown  this,  nor  been  able  to  show  it,  his  argu- 
ment failed.  He  was  not  himself  prepared  to  say 
that  this  regiment  ought  to  be  a  part  of  our  per- 
oianent  establishment,  though  he  believed  some 


of  the  men  at  least  would  be  wanted  to  occupy 
the  proposed  new  fortifications,  and  the  posts 
whicn  we  had  received  from  England  and  Spain. 
But  he  objected  to  the  amendment  particularly 
on  this  ground,  and  it  astonished  him  that  a  sen- 
timent of  the  kind  should  have  come*  from  the 
quarter  from  which  this  came.  If  anything  in  the 
proceeding  of  our  Government  could  amount  to 
a  declaration  of  hostility  against  France,  it  would 
be  found  in  this  amendment.  He  hoped  the  com- 
mittee would  not  a^ree  to  any  V^'Position  that 
looked  that  way.  Hostility  with  tnat  country 
was  very  probable;  but  shall  we,  said  he,  by  a 
vote  of  this  kind,  declare  that  we  are  raisiiu|[ 
troops  to  be  employed  hostilely  against  France? 
He  trusted  no  such  thing  would  be  done. 

Mr.  Nicholas  was  not  particular  as  to  the  man- 
ner in  which  the  limitation  was  introduced,  pro- 
vided the  existence  of  this  corps  was  subject  to  a 
limit.  He  did  not  believe  there  was  any  occasion 
for  the  scruple  which  had  been  mentioned  with 
respect  to  France,  since  it  was  well  known  that 
all  the  measures  which  were  now  taken  were  to 
provide  against  the  possible  issue  of  a  war  with 
that  country.  He  did  not  believe  it  could  be  said 
they  were  about  to  declare  war,  because  they  were 
about  raising  a  r^ment  of  artillery.  He  wished 
the  law  to  be  limited,  because  he  did  not  desire  to 
put  it  in  the  power  of  the  President  to  continue 
this  corps  longer  than  was  necessary.  He  should 
also  wish  to  give  the  President  power  to  discharge 
the  men  sooner  than  the  time  mentioned^  if  ne 
should  think  it  prudent  to  do  so.  He  did  not 
mean  to  say  that  a  clause  of  this  kind  was  abso- 
lutely necessary ;  for,  though  it  had  been  denied 
bj  some  gentlemen  that  the  Legislature  have  a 
right  to  disband  a  part  of  the  Army,  by  with- 
holding the  supplies,  he  was  of  a  difierent  opinion. 
But  he  saw  no  reason  why  they  should  tie  their 
hands  on  this  subject,  and  give  the  power  to  the 
other  branches  of  the  Gk)vernment  to  keep  these 
men  in  force  contrary  to  the  wishes'of  that  House. 
If  it  were  necessary  that  they  should  be  continued 
in  force,  after  the  expiration  of  the  limitation, 
there  can  be  no  doubt  but  there  will  be  a  disposi- 
tion in  Congress  to  re-enact  the  law. 

Mr.  J.  Williams  said,  it  was  true  that  a  bill 
had  passed  that  House,  appropriating  $250,00^0 
be  expended  on  fortifications ;  but  that  bill  h^^Kt 
become  a  law,  and  therefore  could  not  be  acfed 
upon.  He  was  against  making  this  regiment  a 
permanent  one,  b^ause  he  thought  three  batta- 
lions too  many.  The  whole  number  of  officers 
and  men  will  be  1,902,  which,  in  time  of  peace, 
will  be  too  large  an  establishment,  and  far  beyond 
what  would  t^  a  due  proportion  to  our  infantry. 
If  there  had  been  only  two  battalions,  he  should 
have  agreed  to  their  bein^  permanent.  He  should 
not  object  to  a  clause  giving  the  President  the 
power  of  discharging  the  men,  whenever  he  shall 
be  of  opinion  the  circumstances  of  the  country  no 
longer  require  them  to  be  kept  on  foot. 

Mr.  Qallattn  said,  when  he  proposed  his 
amendment,  he  stated  that  he  had  an  intention  of 
introducino:  another,  giving  the  President  the 
power  to  disband  the  men  at  an  earlier  period,  if 
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he  should  think  it  proper.  The  gentleman  from 
Maryland,  (Mr.  S.  Smith,)  thinking  this  corps 
proper  as  a  part  of  our  permanent  establishment, 
and  I  he  gentleman  from  New  Jersey,  (Mr.  Day- 
ton,) though  not  positively  necessary,  yet  in  a 
ereat  measure  so,  for  our  new  fortifications  and 
tne  British  and  Spanish  posts,  might  be  expected 
to  oppose  this  proposition  ;  but  it  would  be  recol- 
lected, that,  wnen  the  law  passed  fixinfi[  the  Mili- 
tary Establishment,  Congress  knew  of  the  two 
treaties  by  whioh  these  posts  were  surrendered. 

With  respect  to  the  form  of  the  amendment,  he 
believed,  at  a  time  when  all  our  official  reports 
were  founded  on  the  ground  of  our  existing  dis- 
putes with  France,  the  present  proposition  could 
not  add  any  degree  of  irritation  to  their  proceed- 
ings. It  did  not  say  that  we  would  eo  to  war ;  but 
merely  that  the  event  was  possible.  He  had, 
however,  no  objection  to  a  modification  of  his 
proposition.  He  should  be  satisfied  to  say,  ^*  as 
soon  as  the  differences  between  the  United  States 
and  foreign  nations  shall  be  adjusted."  But  as  we 
have  no  differences  with  any  other  nation  besides 
France,  he  could  see  no  omection  to  using  the 
same  words  which  were  used  in  the  law  to  which 
he  had  referred;  and,  also,  in  the  law  for  building 
the  frigates,  which  was  to  cease  whenever  we 
should  be  at  peace  with  the  Mediterranean 
Powers. 

Mr.  PiNCKNEY  believed  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  did  not  advert  to  on^  material  cirr 
cumstance  of  difference  between  our  present  situ- 
i^tion,  and  those  in  which  we  were  in  respect  to 
the  Indians,  and  the  Mediterranean  Powers.  We 
were  at  war  with  the  Indians ;  and,  though  no  de- 
claration of  war  had  been  made  against  us  by  the 
Alfferines,  they  were  making  war  upon  us.  No 
delicacy  of  expression  was  there  necessary ;  but, 
in  the  present  case,  he  believed  it  was  nest  to 
avoid  all  expressions  which  might  admit  of  an 
unfavorable  interpretation. 

But,  since  this  question  had  been  agitated,  he 
was  of  opinion  this  regiment  ought  to  make  a 
part  of  our  permanent  corps ;  and,  when  we  shall 
return  to  a  peace  establishment,  a  deduction 
might  be  made  from  our  infantry.  He  believed 
our  militia  (especially  if  organized  upon  the  plan 
which  had  been  proposed)  would  be  equal  to 
e^ji^  purpose  of  defence ;  but  this  would  not  be 
tfi^  case  with  respect  to  our  artillery  and  engi- 
neers. A  degree  of  education  and  study  was  ne- 
cessary in  that  corps,  which  was  not  required  in 
any  other. 

Mr.  Nicholas  submitted  to  gentlemen,  if  such 
an  alteration  was  proper  to  be  made  in  our  Mili- 
tary Establishment,  whether  this  was  a  proper 
time  to'make  it?  When  immediate  danger  calls 
for  an  increase  of  force,  he  did  not  think  it  a4)ro- 
per  time  to  talk  of  increasing  our  permanent  peace 
establishment  Besides,  in  order  to  secure  the 
disbanding  of  a  part  of  our  infantry,  in  the  way 
suggested  by  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina, 
he  should  wish  to  preserve  the  power  of  the  House 
over  this  corps.  He  thought  whatever  additional 
force  was  now  raised  should  be  made  commensu- 
rate only  with  the  occasion  which  calls  for  the 


increase,  without  taking  into  view  an  increase  of 
our  standing  army  in  future.  He  hoped  some 
limitation  would  be  given  to  the  law;  and  he 
wished  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  would 
withdraw  his  amendment,  and  suffer  to  be  intro- 
duced a  limitation  clause  instead  of  it.  which 
would  not  be  liable  to  the  objections  which  had 
been  urged  against  his  amendment. 

Mr.  Uallatin  wished  the  gentleman  last  up 
would  specify  the  limitation  which  he  meant  to 
propose. 

Mr.  Nicholas  replied,  that  he  meant  to  limit 
the  law  to  one  year,  and  from  thence  to  the  end 
of  the  neU  session  of  Congress ;  after  which  it 
might  be  continued,  if  Congress  thought  proper. 

Mr.  Gallatin  agreed  to  accept  this  ameDdment 
as  a  substitute  for  his.  ^ 

Mr.  Sheparu  was  in  favor  of  making  this  regi* 
ment  a  part  of  our  permanent  system,  as  it  would 
sdrve  as  a  sort  of  military  school,  and  greatly  pro- 
mote a  knowledge  of  military  tactics.  In  the  be- 
ginning of  last  war.  there  was  a  greater  failure 
ior  want  of  men  of  tnis  description  than  any  other. 
If  any  part  of  the  army  were  to  be  reduced,  be 
should  he  in  favor  of  reducing  the  infantry,  rather 
than  the  artillery. 

Mr.  Hartley  was  a  little  surprised  that  aa 
amendment  of  this  kind  should  be  so  strongly^ 
urged  by  gentlemen  who  insist  upon  the  power  of 
controlling  the  Military  Establishment  by  meaim 
of  appropriation.  He  himself  believed  the  House 
possessed  this  power,  and  therefore  thought  gea- 
tlemen  very  unreasonable  in  thus  pushing  thia 
amendment.  The  present  establishment  had  al- 
ways been  considered  a$  very  scanty;  as  origi- 
nally passed,  it  was  so  much  so,  that  the  President 
put  his  veto  upon  the  law.  He  was  not  an  advo* 
cate  ior  large  establishments^  but  he  wished  to 
leave  the  power  with  the  President  of  keeping 
these  men  m  service  for  five  years,  if  he  shall  see 
proper.  It  was  true  that,  by  way  of  accommoda- 
tion, a  clause  of  the  kind  mentioned  by  his  col- 
league had  been  introduced  into  the  law  for  estab* 
lishing  a  naval  armament,  which  had  been  very 
embarrassing.  He  hoped  no  limitaticm  would  be 
agreed  to  in  this  case. 

Mr.  Macon  said,  this  question  did  not  go  to  set- 
tle the  question  whether  or  not  this  regiment 
should  form  a  part  of  the  permanent  establish- 
ment; because,  at  the  expiration  of  the  limitatioiii 
Congress  would  again  have  the  subject  in  their 
power. 

Mr.  Gallatin. — In  respect  to  the  ideas  of  some 
gentlemen,  that  it  would  be  better  to  discbarge  a 
part  of  our  infantry,  and  increase  our  artillery, 
for  our  permanent  establishment,  this  certainfy 
was  not  the  proper  time  to  settle  that  question* 
It  was  decided  when  the  law  fixing  the  present 
establishment  was  passed ;  and  if  gentlemen  were 
desirous  of  reviewing  that  establishment,  he 
should  not  object  to  it ;  but  the  present  question 
was  to  provide  an  additional  force,  and  not  to  set- 
tle that  establishment. 

In  relation  to  the  powers  of  the  House  widi 
respect  to  appropriation,  it  was  well  known^  that 
whenever  tnat  question  came  up,  it  occasioned 
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much  debate;  but  if  the  law  was  limited  in  its 
duration,  the  question  of  the  propriety  of  con- 
tinuing the  men  in  service  would  return  at  the 
expirauon  of  the  term,  and  it  could  then  be  best 
determined.  He  was  not  willing  to  leare  it  wholly 
in  the  power  of  the  President  to  keep  these  men, 
nor  to  disband  them.  How  did  he  know  that  the 
President  misht  uot  be  of  opinion,  with  the  gen- 
tlemen from  Maryland  and  South  Carolina,  that 
they  ought  to  form  a  part  of  our  permanent  corps. 
As  the  power  of  raising  and  inaintaining  armies 
is  placed  in  Congress  by  the  Constitution,  he 
wisned  to  keep  it  there,  and  therefore,  when  they 
raised  a  temporary  army,  they  had  a  right,  and 
they  ought  to  limit  its  duration. 

As  to  any  bad  crmsequences  having  arisen  from 
the  restricting  clause  in  the  law  providing  a  naval 
armament,  he  did  not  believe  that  any  h^d  taken 
place.  The  only  effrat  which  it  had  produced 
was,  that,  instead  of  six  frigates,  we  hav^  only 
three,  and  those  most  in  favor  of  a  naval  arma- 
ment, he  believed,  would  be  glad  that  we  have  no 
more ;  as  it  is  now  seen  that  these  vessels  are  not 
the  best  calculated  for  protecting  our  commerce; 
for  no  one  now  proposes  to  build  three  other  fri- 
gates, but  a  bill  had  been  received  from  the  Sen- 
ate, proposing  the  building  16  vessels  of  a  less 
size.  The  Secretary  of  War  had,  indeed,  pro- 
posed some  ships  of  the  line,  but  no  new  frigates. 
Upon  the  whole,  he  could  see  no  objection  to  the 
amendment,  except  it  arose  from  a  desire  of  mak- 
ing this  regiment  a  part  of  the  permanent  estab- 
li^ment 

Mr.  Habpbr  was  perfectly  disposed  to  say,  that 
he  did  desire  to  make  this  regiment  a  part  of  the 
permanent  establishment ;  but  he  was  not  so  wed- 
ded to  that  idea  as  not  to  accept  of  it  upon  the 
limited  plan.  He  wished  ti^see  a  military  spirit 
in  this  country ;  to  have  a  militarv  school,  and  a 
corps  constantly  existing,  in  which  officers  may 
always  be  found  fit  to  command  troop.  He 
wished  that,  if  we  should  at  any  time  hereafter 
be  overtaken  with  difficulties,  as  we  now  are,  that 
we  might  not  be  without  officers  as  well  as  with- 
out troops  to  defend  our  country.  It  was  With 
this  view  that  he  wished  to  see  this  regiment  a 
part  of  our  establishment.  For  can  we  expect  to 
look  forward  to  times  of  permanent  peace  i  Can 
wtf  expect  to  be  exempt  from  the  lot  of  all  other 
nations?  Our  pdsent  circumstances  ought  to 
admonish  us  to  the  contrary.  We  may  expect,  in 
common  with  other  nations,  times  of  difficulty 
and  times  of  exertion,  and  we  ought  to  be  provi- 
ded to  meet  them  when  they  shall  arrive.  It  was 
wise  for  all  nations  to  cherish  the  means  of  de- 
fence, which  cannot  be  raised  in  a  moment.  If 
an  army  or  revenue  were  wanted,  they  could  at 
any  time  be  raised ;  but  good  officers  and  military 
science  could  not  be  created  without  much  pre- 
vious application,  by  practice,  and  a  course  of 
study.  These  are  the  most  valuable  set  of  men 
which  a  nation  can  possess,  except  it  be  wise  legis- 
lators. It  contributes  greatly  to  the  safetv  of  a 
eoontry  when  it  is  known  that  .such  a  class  of 
men  exists  to  any  considerable  desree.  He  did 
not  think  the  ohj«et  would  be  completely  attained 


by  this  establishment ;  but  it  would  increase  out 
means  of  accomplishing  it.  He  should,  therefore^ 
be  opposed  to  the  amendment 

Mr.  R.  Williams  was  in  favor  of  the  amead^ 
ment.  He  had  attended  to  the  arguments  of  ges-» 
tlemen  opposed  to  it,  and  found  Uiev  were  gent- 
rally  grounded  on  the  propriety  of  keeping  thii 
regiment  as  a  part  of  the  permament  establish* 
ment,  as  it  would  be  necessary  for  the  purpose  of 
teaching  discipline  and  the  arts  of  war.  He  w«i 
as  willing  as  any  member  of  the  committee  ta 
have  an  institution  of  this  kind ;  but  not  to  eflfeot 
it  in  this  indirect  way.  He  did  not  think  it  neeeCK 
sary  to  have  a  military  school  to  consist  of  15  op 
1600  men.  If  this  law  passed,  be  should  concerns 
himself  bound  to  make  appropriations  for  th# 
pajrmeat  of  the  men  for  the  whole  period  fo# 
which  they  were  enlisted,  as  he  thought  the  mem 
would  have  a  just  claim  upon  Government  fot 
that  period. 

Mr.  Datton  observed,  that  if  the  amendment 
prevailed  on  the  doctrine  which  the  gentleman 
last  up  had  advanced,  he  must  still  conceive  him* 
self  to  be  bound  to  pay  the  men  for  five  year% 
though  the  law  instituting  the  corps  should  ^ 
passed  only  for  two.  In  this  case  the  men  woii}# 
have  been  engaged  and  received  a  bounty  to  serr^ 
for  five  years,  yet  a  clause  of  duration  is  fixed  t0 
the  law;  and,  tor  himself,  he  believed  that  not-* 
withstanding  the  limitation  inserted  in  the  law^' 
the  men  having  engaged  to  serve  the  Unitea 
States  for  five  years,  would  be  bound  by  that  en«^ 
^ragement,  and  there  will  be  no  way  of  preventing^ 
It,  except  by  a  pretty  highhanded  act,  and  an 
appropriation  was  refused  to  pay  them.  So  that 
at  the  end  of  two  years,  the  law  will  ceaae,  an« 
the  greater  part  of  these  men  may  be  wanted  Va 
complete  the  regiment  now  in  existence;  thoujrik' 
they  are  yet  bound  to  serve  the  United  States  wt 
three  years  to  come,  they  could  not  be  transferred 
into  the  other  corps. 

If  gentlemen  were  determined  at  any  time  to 
reduce  the  establishment  without  a  limitation  of 
this  kind,  they  could  withhold  an  appropriation, 
or  pass  an  act  for  disbanding  a  paVt  01  it;  bof 
surely  gentlemen  did  not  wish  this  House  to  pot^ 
sess  all  power  on  this  subject.  Upon  the  ground 
of  the  fi[entleman  from  Pennsylvania,  the  preseni' 
corps  of  artillerists  and  engineers  are  sufficien^for- 
a  peace  establishment ;  if  so,  why  put  it  out  of 
the  power  of  Government  to  keep  them  perfect  % 
He  was  willing  to  give  to  the  President  the  powef 
of  disbanding  this  additional  regiment  when  be* 
shall  believe  the  safety  of  the  country  will  admit 
of  it ;  but  he  was  unwilling  to  restrict  the  law  m 
the  way  proposed. 

Mr.  Livingston  hoped  the  gentleman  from' 
New  Jersev  would  permit  him  to  remind  him  of 
a  part  of  the  bill  which  he  seemed  to  have  over* 
looked,  when  he  stated  the  men  as  positivelv  en^ 
gaged  for  five  years.  The  words  in  the  bill  to 
which  he  alluaed  are,  tmless  mxmer  duchar^tdi- 
For  his  own  part  he  was  not  fully  convinced  that 
this  regiment  was  not  necessary  to  be  made  a  pan 
of  our  permanent  establishment  His  opinion  watf 
rather  inclined  that  way ;  but  he  was  txlvemtly. 
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4orry^.  on  this  occasion,  to  find  a  question  raised  on 
wkicn  there  is  doubtless  a  contrariety  of  opinion, 
and  which  requires  more  deliberate  consideration 
than  they  were  now  disposed  to  give  it.  Whilst 
the  House  were  employed  in  providiog  measures 
against  the  dangers  which  threaten  us,  such  a 
question  is  not  only  unnecessary,  but  it  tends  to 
d^troy  that  unanimity,  and  the  appearance  of  it, 
which  it  is  so  necessary  to  exhibit  to  the  world  on 
this  occasion.  But  it  was  said  that  this  regiment 
was  to  be  a  school  of  military  discipline  for  future 
tames.  If  this  was  intended,  he  did  not  think  the 
term  of  five  years  sufficiently  long ;  and  whenever 
leisure  and  the  circumstauces  of  the  country  will 
admit  of  it,  he  should  be  ready  to  go  as  far  into 
an  establishment  of  this  kind  as  any  other  gentle- 
nan  ;  but  at  present  he  did  not  wish  to  lose  sight 
q£  the  immediate  business  before  them,  viz :  the 
4efence  of  the  country.  If  the  amendment  was 
agreed  to,  it  went  only  to  put  future  Legislatures 
in  the  same  situation  in  which  they  themselves 
atood.  of  determining  what  was  proper  to  be  done; 
and  ne  was  against  tying  up  the  bands  of  future 
Legislatures ;  he  wished  them  to  possess  the  same 
discretion  which  they  themselves  possessed.  Gen- 
tlemen say  that  this  establishment  might  be  re- 
duced by  withholding  the  appropriation  ;  though 
he  believed  this,  yet  he  looked  upon  it  as  a  violent 
remedy  which  never  ought  to  be  resorted  to  but 
in  extreme  cases. 

Mr.  R.  Williams  thought  this  was  one  of 
those  questions  which  might  have  been  legislated 
opoDL  merely  upon  the  ground  of  expediency.  As 
to  wnat  the  gentleman  from  New  Jersey  has  said 
about  his  (Mr.  W.'s)  not  obtaining  his  object,  if 
the  amendment  was  agreed  to.  he  was  mistaken ; 
and  he  believed  men  were  seldom  taken  in  when 
they  acted  with  their  eyes  open.  If  the  amend- 
ment was  adopted^  men  could  then  say,  they  were 
engaged  so  serve  for  five  years,  as  the  iangujEige  of 
the  law  would  be,  "  we  engage  you  for  five  years, 
if  we  want  you  so  long ;  S  not,  you  will  be  dis- 
ojharged  sooner." 

Mr.  S.  Smith  believed  all  the  purposes  which 
oentlemen  wished  to  effect  might  be  obtained  by 
tbe  bill  as  it  now  stands,  as  it  was  in  the  power  of 
Congress  to  disband  any  part  of  the  Army  when 
they  please ;  they  could  newly  organize  the  sys- 
tem^ and  reduce  it  when  they  thought  proper ;  but, 
18  he  had  before  stated,  he  believed  this  regiment 
would  always  be  proper ;  he  wished,  therefore,  to 
put  it  upon  such  a  footing,  as  to  induce  proper 
characters  to  accept  employment  in  it,  which  if  it 
were  to  have  only  a  two  years'  existence,  could 
n^  be  done.  It  was  not  an  easy  matter,  be  said, 
to  j^et  gentlemen  to  go  into  a  corps  intended  to 
defend  our  ports  and  harbors.  He  was  desirous, 
therefore,  or  putting  the  business  on  a  permanent 
footing.  We  have  been  constantly  afraid  of  hay- 
ing too  larffe  an  establishment,  and  this  fear  has 
produced  the  most  expensive  means  of  raising 
fOreeB  when  wanted,  u  gentlemen  would  consent 
to  the  establishment  of  an  efficient  militia  system, 
a  lets  military  force  would  be  necessary ;  but  they 
will  not  do  this ;  they  are  always  in  favor  of  tem- 
porary measures.    He  wished,  on  the  contrary,  to 


possess  a  permanent  defence,  without  depending 
upon  the  enthusiasm  of  the  moment  for  it.  when 
it  is  necessary. 

Mr.  JosiAH  Parker  thought  the  amendment  of 
little  consequence.  Whatever  they  might  now  do, 
would  have  no  effect  in  giving  permanency  to  our 
Military  Establishment ;  because,  according  to  the 
Constitution,  that  could  have  no  longer  a  duration 
than  two  years. 

Mr.  Gordon  could  not  vote  for  the  amendment, 
because  he  thought  it  involved  in  it  a  strong  ab- 
surdity, and  would  produce  consequences  which 
had  not  been  avowed.  He  believed  that  the  legal 
construction  of  the  act  would  be,  if  the  amend- 
ment were  agreed  to,  that  the  whole  regiment 
would  be  discnarged  at  the  end  of  two  years.  For 
the  President  would  receive  all  the  power  which 
he  had  on  this  subject  from  this  law,  and  the  law 
would  not  warrant  an  engagement  for  longer  than 
two  years. 

Mr.  Otis  said,  if  this  amendment  prevailed  it 
would  have  a  mischievous  efifoct,  not  only  upon 
the  corps  intended  to  be  raised,  but  upon  those  al- 
ready in  being,  as  it  might  be  supposed  that  the 
officers  in  the  present  corps  would  be  candidates 
for  a  higher  grade  in  the  new  corps ;  but,  if  the 
new  corps  were  only  to  be  a  temporary  body,  they 
would  not  be  induced  to  leave  a  permanency  to 
enter  into  a  temporary  corps,  and  the  regiment 
would  therefore  be  filled  with  youn^  officers,  who 
would  be  placed  over  the  heads  of  experienced 
men  in  the  present  corps.  In  this  case,  the  old  of- 
ficers would  resign,  di^sted,  and  we  should  have 
inexperienced  omcers  in  the  whole  corps.  It  was 
important,  therefore,  that  both  corps  be  placed  upon 
the  same  footing. 

Mr.  Varnum  observed,  that  his  colleague  had 
supposed  that  the  dfficers  in  the  present  corps 
would  be  candidates  for  offices  in  the  new  corps ; 
but  that  they  would  be  unwilling  to  make  the  ex- 
change, if  they  were  liable  to  be  discharged  at  the 
end  of  two  years ;  yet,  he  afterwards  stated,  that 
if  young  men  were  appointed  over  them,  they 
would  resi^.  There  appeared  te  be  an  inconsist- 
ency in  this,  because,  it  they  were  very  desirous 
of  holding  their  situations^  such  a  circumstance 
would  not  make  them  resign ;  and  if  they  were 
not  so  desirous  of  holding  their  situations,  they 
would  not  be  prevented  from  accepting  of  offices 
in  the  new  corps  from  the  chance  of  their  being 
disbanded  at  the  end  of  two  years.  If  he  were 
of  opinion  that  this  new  regiment  was  necessary 
to  be  made  a  part  of  our  peace  establishment,  he 
should  also  be  opposed  to  the  amendment ;  but  he 
did  not.  He  knew  it  had  been  the  wish  of  some 
gentlemen  to  keep  up  skeletons  of  regiments,  in 
order  to  have  officers;  but  he  did  not  think  it 
would  be  very  advantageous  to  the  United  States 
to  retain  officers  in  this  way.  He  could  not  see 
what  military  knowledge  omcers  were  to  acquire 
by  being  in  pay.  except  they  were  in  a  situation 
of  acquiring  knowledge  from  experience.  He 
could  not  conceire  either  that  any  gentleman 
would  consent  to  the  discharge  of  any  part  of  oar 
infantry,  on  account  of  this  additional  regiment 
of  artillery ;  but  such  an  idea  might  assist  them 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1425 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


1426 


April,  1798.] 


Additional  Artillery, 


[H.opR. 


in  carrying  tbeir  point.    He  could  not  see  why 

fentlemen  should  distrust  the  conduct  of  this 
louse  two  years  hence ;  and  if  they  were  not  dis- 
trusted no  evil  could  arise  from  the  present  amend- 
ment.  No  act  could  be  passed  without  the  con* 
currence  of  all  the  branches  of  Government,  and 
he  thought  no  act  ought  to  be  continued  in  force 
contrary  to  that  concurrence. 

Mr.  Nicholas  said,  every  gentleman  who  had 
opposed  this  amendment,  had  acknowledged  that 
it  would  place  the  law  upon  a  different  footing 
from  that  upon  which  it  would  stand  without  it. 
As  to  the  want  of  security  in  the  situation  of  offi- 
cers, he  could  tell  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts how  he  might  increase  that  security:  It 
miffht  be  done  by  telling  them  thev  should  never 
be  discharged ;  but  he  trusted,  wnen  gentlemen 
saw  that  this  opportunity  was  seized  for  doing 
what  could  not  be  done  at  a  time  when  no  danger 
threatened  us,  they  would  be  jealous  of  their  right 
over  military  establishments.  With  respect  to  the 
difficulty  suggested  by  the  gentleman  trom  New 
Jersey,  ne  would  say  that,  when  there  was  a  dis- 
inclination to  do  a  thing,  any  apology,  however 
weak,  might  be  resorted  to.  The  men  would  cer- 
tainly be  engaged  for  five  years,  and  if  the  United 
States  had  occasion  for  them,  would  be  obliged  to 
serve  for  that  time,  either  in  the  new  corps,  or  in 
the  corps  now  in  existence.  And  when  gentlemen 
say  this  resiment  is  necessary  for  a  peace  estab- 
lisnment,  he  would  ask  them,  .whether  they  could 
wish  that  we  had  had  the  expense  of  them  for  years 
past  ?  He  believed  they  could  not  regret  the  sav- 
ins of  this  expense. 

Mr.  T.  Claiborne  thought  the  bill  without  the 
amendment  would  be  an  d)lique  violation  of  the 
Constitution ;  at  least,  the  arguments  which  had 
been  used  in  support  of  it  were  of  this  kind.  For 
though  the  Constitution  says  that  no  appropria- 
tion shall  be  made  for  a  Militarjr  Establishment  for 
more  than  two  years^  yet  this  bill  was  to  lay  Con- 

fress  under  an  obligation  of  engaging  men  for 
ve  years.  As  he  could  see  no  reason  for  doubt- 
ing that  future  legislators  would  act  rightly,  he 
should  vote  for  the  amendment 

The  question  was  put  on  the  amendment,  and 
negatived— 45  to  35. 

The  committee  rose,  and  Mr.  Nicholas  renewed 
his  motion  in  the  House,  and  called  the  yeas  and 
nays  upon  it ;  which  were  taken,  and  stood — yeas 
36,  nays  45,  as  follows  t 

Tbas— Afarahun  Baldwin,  David  Bard,  Thos.  Blount, 
Biohard  Brant,  Stephen  Bullock,  Demaey  Burgee,  Tho- 
mas Claiborne,  Thomas  T.  Davis,  John  Dawson,  Lncas 
Elmendorph,  William  Findley,  Albert  Gallatin,  Andrew 
Chegg,  Carter  B.  Harrison,  Jonathan  N.  Havens,-  Jo- 
seph. Heister,  David  Holmes,  Walter  Jonas,  Edward 
Idvingston,  Matthew  Locke,  Matthew  Lyon,  Nathaniel 
Maoon,  Blair  McClenachin^  Anthony  New,  John  Nich- 
das,  Joeiah  Parker,  Tompaon  J.  Skinner,  William 
Smith,  Richard  Sprigg,  jr.,  Richard  Stanford,  Thomas 
Sumter,  Abraham  Trigg,  John  Trigg,  Philip  Van  Cort- 
Isndt,  Joseph  B.  Vamum,  and  Robert  Williams. 

NATS-John  AUen,  Bailey  Bartlett,  David  Brooks, 
Christopher  6.  Champlin,  Joahoa  Coit,  WilUam  Craik, 
Samuel  W.  Dana.  John  Dennis,  George  Dent,  Thomas 


Evans,  Abiel  Poster,  Dwight  Foster,  Jonathan  Preeman, 
Nathaniel  Preeman,  jr.,  Jamea  Gillespie,  Henry  Glen, 
Chauncey  Goodrich,  William  Gordon,  Roger  Griswold, 
WilUam  B.  Grove,  R6bert  Goodloe  Harper,  Thomas 
Hartley,  William  Hindman,  Hesekiah  L.  Hosmer, 
James  H.  Imlay,  Samuel  Lyman,  James  Machir,  Wil« 
liam  Matt|^ew8,  Daniel  Morgan,  Lewis  R.  Morris,  Har- 
rison G.  Otis,  Thomas  Pinckney,  John  Rntledigre,  jr., 
James  Schureman,  Samuel  Sewall,  William  Sbepiffd, 
Nalhaniel  Smith,  Samnel  Smith,  Peleg  Sprague,  Geoige 
Thatcher,  Mark  Thomson,  Thomas  Tillinghast,  John 
E.  Van  Allen,  Peleg  Wadsworth,  and  John  Williams. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading  to-morrow. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  ISenate.  in- 
forming the  House  that  they  had  passed  a  bill  for 
creating,  in  the  Executive  department,  an  estab- 
lishment called  the  Department  of  the  Navy ;  and 
that  they  have  agreed'to  a  resolution,  in  the  words 
following,  to  wit : 

<'  Reiohed,  That  it  is  not,  at  this  time,  expedient  to 
alter  the  return  day  of  the  summons  directed  to  WO- 
liam  Blount,  so  as  to  make  it  returnable  at  the  present 
session  of  Congress,  as  requested  by  the  managers  of 
the  House  of  Representatives ;  there  being  no  certajnty 
that  this  session  will  continue  long  eiM>ugh  to  affiurd 
reasonable  time  for  a  proper  service  and  return  of  this 
process." 

The  said  resolution  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  report 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  in  pursuance  of  a  reso- 
lution of  the  House  of  the  28th  ultimo,  accounting 
for  the  deficiencies  stated  to  have  arisen  in  the 
appropriations  of  last  year  in  the  Military  Depart- 
ment; which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  making 
appropriations  for  the  Military  Establishment  for 
the  year  1798. 

Nlr.  Sewall  reported  a  bill  to  enable  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  to  procure  cannon,  arms, 
and  ammunition,  and  for  other  purposes ;  which 
was  twice  read,  and  committed  to  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 


Tuesday,  April  17. 

Mr.D.  Poster,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
made  a  report  on  sundry  petitions  for  an  increase 
and  alterations  in  respect  to  pensions,  many  of 
which  had  heretofore  been  decided  upon ;  and  the 
House  having  determined  that  as  full  provisions 
have  been  made  in  respect  to  pensioners  as  it  b 
expedient  to  make,  this  report  states  that  the  sev- 
eral  petitions  ought  not  to  be  granted.  Ordered  ^ 
to  lie  on  the  table.  * 

Mr.  Livingston  from  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures,  reported  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Reuben  Smith,  Nathan  Strong,  and 
Pierre  AnpoLx;  which  was  committed  for  to- 
morrow. 

ADDITIONAL  ARTILLERY,  dec 

The  bill  providing  an  additional  regiment  of 
artillery  and  engineers  was  read  the  third  time  ; 
when 

Mr.  McDowBLL  moved  to  have  it  recommitted. 
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He  did  not  wish  to  vote  against  the  bill ;  but  if  it 
passed  in  its  present  form,  both  he  and  many 
others  would  do  so,  from  an  idea  that  this  regi- 
ment was  intended  to  form  a  part  of  our  perma- 
nent establishment.  He  also  tnought  the  number 
of  men  proposed  to  be  raised  was  ^eater  than  was 
necessary  tor  occapying  our  fortifications.  He 
hoped,  therefore,  the  bill  would  be  recommitted, 
in  order  to  undergo  some  revision. 

The  motion  was  negatived,  there  being  only  26 
rotes  for  it. 

The  question  on  the  passage  of  the  bill  was  then 
put  and  carried. 

NATURALIZATION  OP  FOREIGNERS. 

Mr.  CoiT  said,  from  the  present  situation  of 
things,  he  apprehended  some  alterations  would  be 
necessary  in  the  present  law  for  the  naturalization 
of  foreigners.  He  therefore  proposed  a  resolution, 
to  the  following  effect : 

<'  Retolved,  That  the  eommitttee  appointed  for  the 
protectio|i  of  commerce  and  the  defence  of  our  coon* 
tiy,  be  directed  to  inquire  and  report  whether  it  be  not 
expedient  to  suspend  ot  to  amend  the  act  oBtabUshing 
an  uniform  rule  of  naturalization.'* 

Some  objection  being  made  to  the  wording  of 
this  resolution,  it  was  ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table 
till  to-morrow. 

LIGHT-HOUSE  AT  POINT  COMPORT. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Livingston,  the  House  went 
into  a  Committee  of  .the  Whole  on  the  bill  for 
erecting  a  light-house  on  Old  Point  Comfort,  in 
Virginia,  and  for  placing  certain  buoys  and  stakes 
therein  mentioned ;  when  the  blank  for  contain- 
ing the  sum  of  money  to  be  appropriated  being 
filled  with  $3,050  the  committee  rose,  and  the  bill 
was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  tnird  reading 
to-morrow. 

PURCHASE  OP  CANNON,  Ac. 

The  House  beinf  in  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union, 

Mr.  Sewall  called  up  the  bill  to  enable  the 
President  to  procure  cannon,  arms,  and  ammu- 
nition ;  which  having  been  read,  he  moved  to  fill 
the  blank  left  for  the  sum  to  be  appropriated  for 
the  purchase  of  cannon,  small  arms,  ammunition, 
and  military  stores,  with  $1,200,000;  which,  he 
stated,  was  agreeable  to  the  estimate  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  War. 

Mr.  Otis  thought  this  an  enormous  sum.  He 
wished  the  chairman  of  the  committee  to  explain 
the  items  of  which  it  was  composed. 
•  Mr.  Sewall  owned  the  appropriation  appeared 
a  large  one,  but  ^600,000  of  it  were  for  50,000 
stand  of  arms,  calculated  at  $12  each,  which  he 
believed  would  be  at  as  low  a  price  as  they  could 
be  got  for.  If  imported,  they  would  cost  less ;  but 
if  manufactured  here,  more.  The  Secretary  of  War 
also  recommends  the  purchase  of  1,300  cannon. 
He  did  not  know  that  the  whole  of  these  would  be 
immediately  necessary,  but  they  would  be  wanted 
in  the  course  of  a  year,  or  a  year  and  a  half.  The 
ammunition  and  military  stores,  in  which  were 
iiicluded  powder,  ball,  tents,  ^^  were  estimated 


at  $200,000,  which  he  believed  would  not  be  too 
much. 

Mr.  J.  Williams  thought  the  sum  far  too  large. 
He  believed  there  were  at  present  very  large  quan- 
tities of  arms  and  cannon  in  the  arsenals  of  the 
United  States ;  and  though  it  be  admitted  that  the 
fortifications  and  vessels  will  require  a  great  num- 
ber of  cannon,  yet  1,300  would  be  too  many.  He 
should  be  willinG^  to  appropriate  a  sufficient  sum, 
but  not  more.  He  knew  the  Secretary  of  War 
had  made  a  calculation  to  a  very  extensive  amount, 
but  he  wished  to  make  his  own  calculations.  He 
had  done  so.  and  was  of  opinion  that  960,000 
would  be  as  large  a  sum  as  would  be  expended 
before  Congress  met  again.  From  having  been 
on  a  committee  on  the  subject  of  arms  heretofore, 
he  knew  something  of  their  amount.  The  militia 
to  the  Eastward  was  generally  well  armed,  though 
to  the  Southward  this  was  not  the  case.  If  20,COO 
stand  of  arms  could  be  got,  he  thought  they  would 
be  sufficient;  and  he  believed  they  mig^t  be  pur- 
chased for  a  much  less  sum  than  had  been  men- 
tioned. Some  of  the  brigades  which  he  com- 
manded had  purchased  a  very  ^ood  quality  at 
nine  dollars  a  stand,  and  where  they  were  got  he 
believed  more  q^i^ht  be  had. 

Mr.  Otis  said,  if  a  small  part  of  this  sum  could 
be  saved  till  next  session  it  would  be  well.  Eve- 
ry $100,000  which  could  now  be  saved  was  of 
consequence.  Twelve  dollars  appeared  to  him  to 
be  a  great  price  for  a  musket.  He  could  not 
think  so  many  cannon  as  had  been  named  would 
be  wanted.  Instead  of  91,200,000,  he  hoped 
$1,000,000  would  be  agreed  to.  He  could  not 
think  that  more  would  be  wanted  before  the  next 
meeting  of  Congress. 

Mr.  Sewall  said,  a  stand  of  arms  was  not  to 
be  estimated  by  the  price  of  a  musket.  Several 
other  articles  were  included.  He  was  informed 
by  the  Secretary  of  War  that  they  could  not  be 
manufactured  here  for  less  than  fourteen  or  fif- 
teen dollars,  though  they  could  be  imported  for 
less,  but  the  importation  would  be  attended  with 
upcertainty.  There  would  be  no  necessity,  Mr. 
S.  said,  for  retaining  the  whole  sum  proposed  to 
be  appropriated  in  the  Treasury^  and  whatever 
price  the  arms  were  estimated  at,  it  would  not  be 
given  except  it  were  necessary.  He  wished  the 
appropriation  to  be  liberal,  as  it  was  necessary  the 
country  should  be  provided  with  arms,  whatever 
might  be  the  expense. 

Mr.  Harper  did  not  wish  to  treat  slightly  the 
arguments  of  the  gentlemen  who  concetTe  that 
the  present  situation  of  afiairs  does  not  require  so 
large  an  appropriation  as  is  proposed  for  the  par* 
chase  of  arms  and  ammunition,  though  he  could 
not  -concur  with  them  in  opinion.  Qtnilemea 
speak  of  cannon  and  arms,  out  say  nothing  of 
military  stores.  Arms  and  cannon,  it  was  well 
known,  were  of  no  use  without  these ;  and  to  pro- 
cure them  it  will  require  considerable  time  and 
arrangements.  They  must  be  either  created  at 
home  or  purchased  from  abroad,  and  the  latter 
would  always  be  precarious.  With  respect  to 
the  quantity  of  cannon,  he  could  not  say  that  thir- 
teen hundred  would  be  necessary ;  nor  would  he 
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say  they  would  not  be  necessary.  Would  gentle- 
men recollect  what  thirteen  hundred  cannon  were 
on  a  coast  of  two  thousand  miles  in  extent,  and 
for  all  the  military  operations  for  which  they 
might  be  wanted ;  and  not  only  on  the  coast,  and 
for  military  operations,  but  also  in  the  vessels  pro- 
posed to  be  constructed  or  purchased  for  the  pro- 
tection of  our  trade  and  commerce.  With  re- 
spect to  the  number  of  small  arms,  how  could  any 
one  say  what  number  would  be  wanted  ?  Was 
it  not  one  of  the  most  deplorable  circumstances 
attending  our  Army  ?  And  ought  they*  not  to 
provide  against  future  exigencies  as  well  as  the 
present  ?  In  vain  would  it  be  for  us  to  raise  reve- 
nue or  troops,  without  arms,  and  if  they  were  to 
be  waited  for  till  the  time  for  using  them  had  ar- 
rived, the  price  of  obtaining  them  at  present  would 
be  as  a  drop  in  the  bucket  compared  with  the  con- 
sequences resulting  from  a  want  of  them.  The 
expense  ought,  therefore,  to  be  met  without  hesi- 
tation. 

Gentlemen  had  spoken  of  arming  the  militia, 
which  alone,  he  supposed,  consisted  of  eight  hun- 
dred thousand  men ;  or,  if  a  select  corps  was 
agreed  to,  they  would  consist  of  130,000.  And  of 
what  use  woijild  the  organizing  of  our  militia  be, 
-  if  arms  were  not  put  in  their  hands  ?  Could  any 
man  say  we  should  not  have  occasion  to  call  out 
60,000  or  60,000  militia  men  ?  It  would  be  wan- 
ton to  say  so  at  a  time  when  we  are  threatened 
with  enemies  from  without  and  within;  when 
we  may  be  assailed  from  the  west,  from  the  south, 
and  from  the  east.  When  al|  these  circumstan- 
ces are  taken  into  view,  he  trusted  the  conmiittee 
would  not  act  uj^on  a  'short-sighted  policy,  but 
make  ample  provision,  which  could  not  be  done, 
he  was  persuaded,  by  appropriating  a  less  sum 
than  had  been  proposed. 

Mr.  McDowell  could  not  agree  in  opinion 
with  the  gentleman  last  up.  He  had  attended  to 
the  statement  made  by-  the  chairman  of  the  select 
committee,  but  he  could  not  believe  it  was  neces* 
sary  to  appropriate  so  large  an  amount  as  he  had 
proposed,  though  he  wished  to  appropriate  amply. 
Gentlemen  wno  act  under  the  impression  that 
war  is  unavoidable  will  consequently  wish  for 
greater  preparations  than  those  who  think  differ- 
ently. The  gentleman  who  had  just  taken  his 
seat  was  for  providitiff  for  all  possible  cases,  from 
without  or  within.  He  thougnt  thirteen  hundred 
cannon  necessary,  as,  amongst  other  thing^,  they 
would  be  wanted  for  the  s^ditional  vessels  con- 
templated to  be  built  or  purchased.  He  believed 
he  made  this  calculation  rather  too  early.  He 
hoped  that  measure  would  not  be  gone  into. 
Wnen  gentlemen  supposed  every  possible  (not 
probable)  evil  to  happen  to  us,  they  might  incur 
enormous  expenses  wnich  were  unnecessary.  For 
his  own  part,  he  did  not  think  we  had  much  to 
apprehend  from  any  enemy,  either  from  without 
or  within ;  but  if  we  were  attacked  he  had  no 
iears  as  to  the  event.  He  hoped,  however^  they 
should  not  lavish  away  money  unnecessarily,  as 
he  was  sensible  heavy  taxes  must  be  resorted  to 
in  support  of  these  expenses.  Speaking  of  can- 
non and  small  arms,  gentlemen  did  not  take  iiUQ 


view  what  we  have  at  present  on  hand.  It  is  well 
known  we  have  many  of  both,  and  that  our  mili- 
tia are  generallv  armed.  He  hoped,  therefore,  a 
small  sum  would  be  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Sbwall  discovered  that  he  had  made  a 
mistake  in  the  adding  of  the  diiSerent  items  to- 
gether. Making  the  deduction  on  this  account, 
and  takino^  off  something  from  the  number  of  the 
cannon  wnich  had  been  mentioned,  he  believed  a 
million  of  dollars  would  be  sufficient.  He  there- 
fore proposed  to  fill  the  blank  with  that  sum. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  said,  if  men  were  always  to  cal- 
culate the  expense  ot  war  before  it  was  gone  into, 
he  believed  wars  would  seldom  occur.  He  was  of 
opinion  that  the  quantity  of  cannon  which  had 
been  named  was  not  too  great.  The  vessels  juro- 
posed  to  be  built  or  purchased  will  require  be- 
tween three  and  four  hundred  cannon,  the  fortifi- 
cations would  also  require  a  great  many,  and  it 
would  be  necessary  to  have  a  stock  on  hand,  to 
replace  such  as  might  be  taken  or  destroyed.  Fifty 
thousand  stand  of  small  arms,  in  addition  to  what 
we  have,  could  not  be  too  many.  Yet  it  mayr  not 
be  necessary  to  provide  for  all  these  at  this  time. 
He  did  not  believe  that  the  Secretary  of  War 
could  possibly  expend  a  million  of  dollars  befora 
the  Ist  of  January  next,  and  no  more  need  now 
be  appropriated  than  could  be  expended  before 
that  time.  He  believed  $800,000  would  be  full  as 
much  as  could  be  expended  before  that  time,  and 
if  a  million  was  negatived  he  should  move  that 
sum. 

Mr.  Gordon  was  of  opinion,  with  the  gentle- 
man from  Maryland,  that  a  less  sum  than  a  mil- 
lion of  dollars  would  be  a  sufficient  appropriation 
for  the  present.  He  thought  a  thousand  cannon 
and  thirtv  thousand  stand  of  arms  would  be  a 
very  ample  provision.  If  an  invasion  should  take 
place  during  the  recess  of  Congress,  they  would 
of  course  be  again  immediately  called  together, 
and  before  that  time  the  money  now  appropriatea 
could  not  be  expended.  If  what  he  had  mention- 
ed should  be  thought  sufficient,  that,  with  the 
$200,000  for  ammunition,  dec,  would  amount  to 
$890,000.  He  should,  therefore,  be  in  favor  of 
$900,000. 

Mr.  Sbepard  was  for  doing  everything  neces- 
sary ;  but  it  appeared  to  him  they  were  about  to 
appropriate  for  a  greater  number  of  cannon  and 
small  arms  than  ever  could  be  necessary.  Ha 
thoueht  a  thousand  cannon  and  twenty  thousand 
stand  of  arms  would  be  sufficient.  He  should, 
therefore,  be  in  favor  of  the  $800,000.  They  ought, 
he  said,  to  consider  a  little  how  the  money  was  to 
be  obtained,  before  so  large  an  appropriation  wu 
made.  He  believed  the  arms  he  had  mentioneo, 
in  addition  to  what  we  have,  would  enable  us  to 
fight  any  enemy  that  could  ever  come  against  usw 
Mr.  Macon  wished  the  bill  had  been  different 
ly  drawn  un,  and  a  separate  appropriation  had 
been  made  for  each  of  tne  items  mentioned.  He 
should  have  wished  also  to  htfve  known  the  num- 
ber of  fortifications,  and  the  number  of  cannoa 
the]^  would  require,  a&  it  would  be  useless  to  hava 
fortifications  without  cannon.  He  believed  it 
would  be  well  (as  the  gentleman  last  up  had  w^r 
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gested)  to  look  at  the  expense  of  this  business  as 
they^  proceeded.  It  had  been  said  on  a  former 
day,  first  take  eyery^  measure  necessary,  and  then 
provide  for  the  expense  ;  but  he  was  g-lad  to  find 
that  gentlemen  had  now  changed  their  opinions, 
and  had  begun  to  look  at  the  expense.  He  should 
be  for  reducing  the  number  ot  cannon  and  in- 
creasing that  of  small  arms. 

Mr.  RuTLEnoB  said,  no  gentleman  was  more 
sensible  of  the  perilous  situation  of  the  country 
than  he ;  bat  he  thought  this  million  rather  an 
extensive  calculation.  The  number  of  cannon 
not  only  appeared  to  him  large,  but  the  size,  also, 
seemed  extraordinarily  large.  He  observed  the 
estimate  contained  100  thirty-two  pounders.  No 
resseb  that  we  have  or  are  likely  to  have^  except 
the  frigates,  could  carrv  cannon  of  this  size,  and 
they  are  already  provided  for.  He  did  not  think 
our  fortifications  required  32-pounders. 

He  saw  in  this  estimate  an  item  which  he 
thought  ought  not  to  come  within  their  calcula- 
tion, which  was  $200,000  for  copper  and  sheath- 
ing. In  making  this  estimate,  the  Secretary  of 
War  had  seyend  ships  of  the  line  and  twenty 
smaller  vessels  in  view,  which  it  was  probable 
would  not  be  agreed  to ;  at  least  he  should  be 
against  them.  He  thought  what  was  necessary 
ought  to  be  done,  regardless  of  expense ;  but  he 
was  against  incurring  any  unnecessary  expense. 
He  thought  $800,000  would  be  sufficient. 

Mr.  Dana  hoped  a  million  of  dollars  would  not 
be  appropriated  for  this  object.  He  should  not 
hesitate  at  any  expense  if  it  were  necessary  to  re- 
pel immediate  danger ;  but  because  danger  threat- 
ens, they  ought  not  to  make  appropriations  which 
would  show  that  they  did  not  think  coolly  upon 
the  business.  He  did  not  believe  it  would  be  of 
any  advantage  to  make  a  larger  appropriation 
than  could  be  expended  within  the  year,  because 
Amds  must  be  provided  for  every  expense  which 
is  gone  into ;  and  if  more  than  was  necessary  was 
appropriated  in  this  instance,  it  would  only  serve 
to  cripple  us  in  other  measures,  particularly  with 
respect  to  our  maritime  defence ;  and  as  he  tnought 
this  of  consequence,  he  should  wish  to  lessen  the 
present  appropriation.  The  gentleman  from  Ma- 
ryland had  proposed  $800,000,  but  he  should  think 
$700,000  would  be  sufficient. 

Mr.  Harper  again  urged  the  necessity  of  mak- 
ing an  appropriation  for  at  least  a  million.  He 
was  sorry  that  $1,200,000  had  been  given  up.  He 
sooke  particularly  or  the  great  want  of  arms  in 
the  Southern  States.  He  allowed  the  Eastern 
States  were  better  provided ;  but  if  an  enemy 
y^ere  to  attack  us.  it  was  not.  he  said,  to  be  ex- 
pected they  woula  take  the  bull  by  the  horns,  and 
attack  the  Eastern  States.  On  the  contrary,  they 
would  seek  out  and  attack  the  weakest  parts.  In 
Georgia,  South  and  North  Carolina,  and  Tennes- 
see, the  people  were  almost  wholly  without  mus- 
kets. In  the  district  which  he  represented,  he  be- 
lieved there  were  not  ten  muskets.  The  pople 
of  this  country,  he  was  confident,  would  de/ena  it 
against  the  attack  of  any  enemy ;  but  they  could 
not  do  it  without  arms.  Gentlemen  might  talk 
of  the  expense,  bat  the  question  was,  whether  the 


people  will  pay  this  expense  to  their  own  Govern- 
ment for  protection,  or  sufier  a  foreign  army  to 
collect  ten  times  the  amount  from  them  ?  Gentle- 
men talked  of  resources;  they  must  know  we 
have  ample  resources  untouched.  He  himself 
knew  the  people  could  and  would  pay  to  the 
amount  of  three  or  four  millions  in  direct  taxes» 
if  necessary.  The  immediate  expenses  may  be 
discharged  by  loans ;  and  taxes  may  be  raised  for 
the  discharge  of  them  and  their  interest.  He 
hoped^  therefore,  the  House  would  not  be  deterred 
from  incurring  necessary  expenses  from  an  idea 
that  the  money  cannot  be  raised. 

Mr.  Lyon  wished  to  go  as  far  as  any  member 
with  respect  to  muskets,  as  he  believed  m  the  dis- 
trict which  he  represented  they  had  not  sufficient 
arms  for  their  portion  of  the  80,000  milita  ordered 
to  be  held  in  requisition ;  but  he  had  no  wish  to  ap- 
propriate largely  for  the  purchase  of  foundries 
and  cannon.  Vermont  alone,  he  said,  wanted 
20,000  stand  of  arms.  Indeed,  they  had  had  that 
quantity  ordered ;  but  they  were  taken  and  car- 
ried into  England.  He  wished  the  appropriations 
could  be  made  separate.  Until  he  saw  th^  pro- 
cess of  the  bill,  he  should  be  in  favor  of  a  million, 
in  order  to  secure  an  ample  supply  of  small  arms. 

Mr.  Varnum  said,  if  this  country  was  deter- 
mined, at  all  events,  to  go  to  war,  different  provi- 
sions were  necessary  from  what  would  be  ne- 
cessary if  they  were  determined  to  avoid  war  if 
possible.  He  niroself  had  seen  nothing  in  the  con- 
duct of  a  foreign  country  which  led  him  to  expect 
a  declaration  of  war  from  them.  He  believed  we 
had  nothing  to  fear  on  this  head,  except  what 
arose  from  measures  which  had  been  taken  here. 
Those  gentlemen  who  think  a  war  unavoidable, 
will  be  willing  to  go  into  measures  that  those  who 
are  of  a  different  opinion  wish  to  avoid.  Mr.  V. 
referred  to  what  had  fallen  from  Mr.  Harper  oa 
the  subject  of  the  militia,  and  said,  when  he  stat- 
ed there  were  80b,000  effective  militia  men  in  the 
United  States,  he  was  mistaken  at  least  one-half; 
and  if  he  was  mistaken  as  much  in  other  points, 
then  one-half  the  sum  proposed  would  be  a  suffi- 
cient appropriation.  The  gentleman  seemed  to 
forget  that  we  had  any  arms  in  our  arsenals.  The 
truth  is,  we  haye  a  ffreat  quantity  of  arms  in  our 
arsenals.  Besides  the  arms  used  in  the  late  war, 
there  were  those  of  two  lar^e  English  armies ; 
and  what  had  been  purchased  since,  which,  though 
they  might  not  be  sufficient,  would  enable  us  to 
meet  any  nation  in  the  world.  Nor  were  there 
better  field  artillery  anywhere  than  in  the  Unit- 
ed States,  not  only  in  the  public  magazines^  but 
in  those  States  in  which  the  militia  are  organized. 
And  as  to  large  cannon  for  the  seacoast,  there 
were  great  numbers  which  only  wanted  their  car- 
riages repaired.  He  did  not  think  the  country  in 
so  destitute  a  situation,  therefore,  as  had  been  stat- 
ed. He  believed  it  would  be  proper  to  increase 
the  number  of  small  arms,  because  he  believed 
some  of  the  militia  were  without  arms;  and  he 
held  it  as  an  essential  priuciple  in  a  free  Republic 
that  eyery  man  should  be  armed,  and  ready  to 
defend  his  country  when  attacked.  He  did  not 
suppose  the  United  States  meant  to  purchase 
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anns  for  the  militia;  but  he  hoped  iadividuals 
would  endeayor  to  supply  themselves.  Mr.  V. 
was  of  opinion  that  there  was  money  yet  unex- 
pended, which  had  heretofore  been  appropriated 
for  the  purchase  of  small  arms.  He  concluded 
by  saying,  he  should  be  willing  to  appropriate 
what  was  necessary ;  but  he  was  not  prepared  to 
▼ote  for  cannon  to  supply  ships  of  the  line,  or  any 
other  additional  public  vessel.  He  thought 
$600,000  would  be  an  ample  appropriation. 

Mr.  Sewall  said,  doubtless  if  gentlemen  con- 
sulted their  wishes,  the  smallest  sum  would  be 
taken;  but  from  the  statement  which  he  had 
madej  it  might  be  seen  that  the  sum  which  he  had 
mentioned  would  be  required.  CJentlemen  pro- 
pose various  sums  which  they  think  suffident ; 
out  they  must  show  that  a  less  quantity  of  arms 
are  necessary,  or  that  they  can  be  purchased  for 
a  less  price,  before  they  can  persuade  themselves 
the  sum  which  they  mention  can  be  sufficient.  In 
this  appropriation  the  cannon  for  the  frig^ates  are 
included,  as  they  were  not  provided  for  in  a  for- 
mer appropriation ;  but  no  provision  is  here  made 
for  cannon  for  the  additional  vessels  which  have 
been  recommended  by  the  Secretary  of  War. 

Mr.  Nicholas  was  in  favor  of  a  million  of  dol- 
lars ;  not  because  he  thought  the  danger  of  beinff 
involved  in  war  certain,  but  because  he  saw  it 
possible ;  not  because  he  thought  we  should  have 
occasion  for  all  the  arms  mentioned,  but  because 
he  wished  the  country  to  be  possessed  of  them. 
He  believed  gentlemen  might  make  themselves 
easy  as  to  the  expense  of  small  arms;  bcMsause 
if  they  were  not  necessary  for  the  United  States. 
he  was  certain  they  would  readily  be  disposed  ot 
in  the  Southern  States;  for  the  only  reason  why 
the  militia  of  those  States  were  not  so  well  armed 
as  in  others  was,  the  reason  that  they  could  not 
procure  arms.  With  respect  to  the  arms  of  the 
Eastern  States,  he  believed  they  were  better  cal- 
culated for  exercise  than  for  service,  and  that  it 
would  be  necessary  that  they  also  should  be  replaced. 
He  hoped  no  nice  calculation  would  be  made  as 
to  the  daujger  of  war.  but  that  on  this  subject  am- 
ple provision  would  be  made,  as  though  we  might 
not  on  this  occasion  have  need  of  them,  yet  it 
could  not  be  said  they  never  would  be  wanted. 
He  wished  our  arsenals  to  be  well  supplied,  that 
we  might  at  any  time  be  ready  to  meet  an  attack. 
If  our  circumstances  were  perfectly  tranquil, 
he  should  not  object  to  an  appropriation  for  this 
obiect. 

Mr.  Livingston  was  in  favor  of  a  million  of 
dollars  for  this  obiect,  and  was  sorry  the  sum  had 
been  reduced.  The  form  which  this  debate  had 
taken,  had  convinced  him  that  gentlemen  had 
ixilly  weighed  the  consequences  of  a  war  to  this 
country;  but  if  we  were  to  realize  such  a  state  of 
thin(i:s,  it  would  be  in  vain  to  go  into  nice  count- 
ing-hotise  calculations  about  expense.  Some 
gentlemen  had  said  we  were  about  to  enter  into 
war,  others  that  we  are  engaged  in  war,  and  in  a 
war  of  the  worst  kind — ^passive  on  our  side,  and 
active  on  the  side  of  the  enemy,  yet,  in  such  a 
situation  gentlemen  talk  about  saving  $100,000. 
Some  members  say  too  many  cannon  are  con- 


templated; would  those  who  feel  the  want  of 
small  arms  for  the  defence  of  their  country, refuse* 
to  him  cannon  for  the  defence  of  his?  He  thought 
the  estimate  of  the  Secretary  of  War  for  1,900 
cannon  was  not  too  large,  as  it  was  necessary  to 
have  a  supply  in  case  of  losses.  He  hoped,  there- 
fore, that  tne  largest  sum  which  had  been  men- 
tioned would  be  agreed  to,  not  because  it  will  be 
immediately  expended,  but  because  it  will  be 
necessary;  and  if  we  escape  our  present  danger, 
the  arms  wUl  be  a  valuaole  acquisition  for  our 
future  security. 

Mr.  L.  hoped  that  the  votes  on  this,  and  similar 
questions,  would  convince  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  (Mr.  Harper)  that  he  had  been 
mistaken  in  his  repeated  assertions,  and  trusted 
his  good  sense  and  candor  would  induce  him  to 
retract  his  opinion,  that  no  event  could  induce 
some  gentlemen  to  take  part  in  the  defence  of 
their  country.  Mr.  L.  did  not  believe  that  the 
general  position  of  afiairs  in  this  country  would 
have  called  upon  them  for  excessive  expenses,  if 
it  had  not  been  for  some  events  which  had  tacen 
place  here,  and  which,  though  it  would  not  be  in 
order  for  him  to    name,  was  well  understood 

[meaning,  we  suppose,  the  publication  of  the 
ate  despatches  and  instructions  by  the  Senate] 
might  involve  us  in  war;  and  if  this  should  be 
the  case,  he  did  not  wish  to  be  found  wholly 
unprepared. 

Mr.  McDowell  was  convinced,  from  the  calcu- 
lations which  he  had  made  on  the  subject,  that 
S800.000  would  be  a  very  ample  appropriation. 
He  thought  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina 
had  represented  the  Southern  country  to  be  in  a 
more  deplorable  state  than  they  resilly  are,  by 
saying  that  there  are  no  arms  in  the  country,  and 
that  the  district  which  he  represents  does  not 
contain  ten  muskets.  If  they  nad  not  muskets, 
he  knew  they  had  arms  of  another  kind  (rifles) 
which  were  very  valuable,  and  which  they  used 
with  success.  With  respect  to  North  Carolina, 
the  gentleman  was  much  mistaken.  In  the  part 
where  he  resided,  the  people  were  generally  pos- 
sessed of  arms,  thoun  not  of  muskets,  which 
they  would  not  be  willing  to  own,  except  called 
into  the  field.  In  Tennessee  he  believed  the 
people  were  also  generally  in  possession  of  arms. 
Qentlemen  spoke  of  providing  for  the  militia. 
These  arms^  he  said,  were  not  to  go  into  the  hands 
of  the  militia,  except  called  out  into  service.  He 
hoped  those  States  which  were  destitute  of  arma 
would  provide  their  own.  and  he  should  wish  to 
see  a  sufficient  spirit  existing  in  the  peoi^e  to  in-* 
duce  them  to  purchase  their  own  arms. 

Mr.  Datton  (the  Speaker)  said  that,  a  few 
weeks  ago,  it  would  not  have  been  believed  that 
any  member  of  the  House,  and  more  especially 
himself,  should  have  thought  it  neces^ry,  in  the 
course  of  the  present  session,  to  rise,  in  order  to 
check  the  overflowing  zeal  of  the  members  from 
New  York  and  Virginia  (Mr.  Livingston  and 
Mr.  Nicholas)  in  appropriations  of  money  for  the 
protection  of  commerce  and  defence  of  the  coun- 
try; yet  this,  extraordinary  as  it  might  seem,  was 
actually  the  case.  Those  two  members  had  ex- 
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pressed  not  onlv  a  williDgness,  but  an  eagerness 
to  apipropriate  tne  largest  sums  which  had  been 
mentioned,  viz :  twelve  or  thirteen  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars,  for  the  purchase  of  cannon  and  small 
arms,  and  would  probably  have  gone  to  a  mil- 
lion and  a  half  of  dollars,  if  there  had  been  a 
prospect  of  their  success.  Believing,  as  he  did, 
that  not  more  than  half  that  sum  would  be  ex- 
pended in  those  articles  before  the  month  of 
January  next,  when  Gonffress  would  be  again  in 
session,  he  had  determined,  in  his  own  mind,  that 
six  hundred  thousand  dollars  would  be  sufficient 
wx  present,  and  therefore  would  oppose  the  mo- 
tion to  fill  up  the  blank  with  a  million  of  dol- 
lars, although,  rather  than  divide  upon  the  ques- 
tion, he  would  consent  to  a  sum  between  the  two 
txtremes,  and  give  his  vote  for  eight  hundred 
thousand.  Gentlemen  onght  to  reflect  upon  the 
state  of  our  revenues  and  resources,  and  to  con- 
sider also  that  other  very  extensive  as  well  as 
expensive  preparations  were  contemplated,  and 
indeed  were  as  indispensable  as  the  objects  of  the 
bill  under  consideration.  Although  he  (Mr.  D.) 
did  not  feel  disposed  to  declare  that  it  was  the 
object  of  the  members  from  New  York  and  Vir- 
Ipaiaj  in  advocating  exorbitant  appropriations  for 
fortifications  and  the  purchase  of  cannon  and 
anns,  to  exhaust  the  national  funds,  before  they 
decided  upon  the  plans  for  procuring  armed  ves- 
sels and  authorizing  a  provisional  armjr,  yet  such 
would  be  the  effect  of  the  almost  unlimited  grants 
of  money  which  they  wished  for  those  two  objects 
only,  and  be  should  not  be  surprised  to  hear  those 
very  gentlemen  make  use  of  tnat  as  an  argument 
agjftinst  every  other  measure  of  defence  which 
Blight  be  proposed  and  they  be  opposed  to.  If 
gentlemen  were  desirous  of  rendering  defensive 
preparations  unpopular  and  alarming,*  the  most 
effectual  way  to  do  it  would  be  by  voting  for 
every  purpose,  and  on  all  occasions,  the  largest 
sums,  and  thus  rendering  the  aggregate  of  appro- 
priations enormously  large,  which  would  require 
not  only  new  but  heavy  taxes  to  provide  for  them. 
The  $250,000  for  fortifications  had  been  agreed 
to  with  too  little  consideration,  but  he  hoped  that 
gentlemen  would  pause,  and  not  only  reflect  upon 
the  state  of  their  finances,  but  consider  wnat 
other  expenses  must  be  incurred  on  other  equally 
important  objects,  before  they  voted  a  million  for 
the  puiposes  mentioned  in  the  bill,  and  which, 
if  voted,  could  not  be  expended  before  next  ses- 
sion, but  must  nevertheless  be  provided  for  in  this. 

Mr.  Shepabo  a£^in  expressed  his  opinion  as  to 
the  profdseoess  of  the  estimate  of  the  Secretary 
of  War. 

Mr.  Varnum  did  not  know  what  the  resolves 
of  Congress  wei'e  with  respect  to  the  arms  in 
possession  of  the  soldiers  at  the  conclusion  of  the 
war;  but  he  knew  the  soldiers  of  the  State  of 
Massachusetts  had  their  arms  taken  from  them, 
and  they  petitioned  the  State  by  hundreds  for  a 
restoration  of  them.  In  respect  to  the  number  of 
militia,  the  gentleman  from  New  Jersey  supposed 
he  had  taken  his  estimate  fVom  returns  improperly 
ttade.  This  was  not  the  fact;  nor  did  he  ffo  into 
a  caleulation  of  the  number  of  men  in  the  u  nited 


States  capable  of  bearing  arms.  He  had  referred 
only  to  the  number  of  men  enrolled  bylaw  where 
accurate  returns  were  made  every  year,  and  from 
those,  calculated  the  number  tnroughout  the 
United  Slates,  and  he  was  convinced  the  number 
did  not  much  exceed  300,000;  and  if  the  militia 
were  to  be  newly  organized  in  the  way  proposed 
by  the  bill  now  before  the  House,  that  number 
would  be  reduced  about  one-sixth,  as,  instead  of 
men  being  liable  to  serve  till  forty-five,  they  were 
restricted  to  persons  of  the  age  of  forty  years. 

Mr.  Qallatin  said  that,  from  the  manner  in 
which  the  bill  was  drawn ;  there  was  great  diffi- 
culty in  knowing  how  to  vote.  The  sum  is  in 
gross,  yet  to  be  appropriated  to  several  distinct 
purposes.  From  the  diflerent  opinions  which  had 
been  delivered,  it  appeared  that  some  gentlemen 
wished  a  large  appropriation,  because  they  thought 
at  least  thirty  thousand  stand  of  small  arms  were 
necessary,  otners  because  they  did  not  wish  the 
number  of  cannon  to  be  reduced ;  whereas  other 
gentlemen  wished  a  less  sum  to  be  appropriated, 
because  they  thought  one  or  the  other  estimates 
was  too  great.  In  order  to  meet  these  diflerent 
opinions,  it  would  be  well  to  have  the  appropri- 
ations distinct,  otherwise  members  voting  for  a 
large  sum  from  an  idea  of  providing  a  sufficiency 
of  small  arms,  or  the  number  of  cannon  which 
they  think  necessary,  cannot  have  any  assurance 
of  their  object  being  accomplished.  As  to  the 
quantum  of  money  to  be  appropriated  for  eac|i  ob- 
ject, or  for  the  whole,  it  ought  to  be  governed  by 
two  or  three  considerations.  Not  altogether  by 
the  quantity  of  money  which  may  be  expended  in 
the  present  year ;  but  by  the  quantity  which  v^^l 
be  wanted  in  the  whole,  and  also«  oy  the  sums 
which  would  be  wanted  during  the  present  session 
for  other  objects.  For  when  contracts  are  made 
they  must  be  for  the  whole  quantity  of  arms,  &c^ 
wanted,  and  not  for  that  part  which  may  be  deliv- 
ered before  the  first  of  January,  otherwise  the 
Executive  would  be  at  a  loss  how  to  act. 

Mr.  G.  said,  we  ought  not  only  to  consider  the 
amount  of  this  appropriation,  but  of  others  which 
may  be  necessary,  and  have  an  eye  to  our  re- 
sources ;  for  he  did  not  agree  with  tne  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina  that  every  expense  should 
first  be  gone  into,  before  they  took  a  view  of  our 
resources.  He  thought  it  would  be  best  first  to  see 
how  much  could  be  raised  for  all  the  objects  in 
view,  and  if  then  all  could  not  be  provided  for, 
those  which  were  most  necessary  should  be  cho- 
sen. When  he  recommended  this  plan,  he  did  it 
less  on  his  own  account,  than  on  tne  account,  of 
others,  because  he  should  oppose  any  increase  of 
our  naval  armament;  but  as  other  gentlemen 
would  act  difierently.  it  behooved  them  to  consider 
of  the  whole  sum  which  would  be  wanted,  as  the 
more  money  there  was  expended,  the  fi^reater 
would  be  the  loans  and  taxes  to  be  raised.  Oh 
this  ground^  he  was  in  favor  of  appropriating  less 
than  a  million  of  dollars;  but  except  the  diflerent 
objects  were  distinctly  specified,  he  saw  no  way  of 
securing  an  application  of  the  money  according 
to  their  views  of  necessity. 

As  to  the  amount  of  militia  in  the  United  States, 
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he  differed  both  from  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  and  the  gentleman  from  Massachuset^. 
He  had  made  a  calculation  from  the  militia  of 
Pensylrania,  which  consists  of  seventy  fiye  thou- 
sand, in  the  same  way  as  the  gentleman  fVom 
Massachusetts  had  made  a  calculation  from  his 
State,  but  he  made  the  amount  of  the  whole  to  be 
about  five  hundred  thousand.  How  the  difference 
arose  between  the  two  calculations  he  could  not 
tell. 

The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  was  in 
fiivor  of  the  largest  sum,  because  he  considered 
there  was  a  great  de^^ree  of  danger  to  be  appre- 
hended from  an  invasion  in  certain  sections  of  the 
country,  from  the  want  of  arms  in  those  parts. 
But  this  only  showed  the  propriety  of  providing 
arms  for  those  parts,  and  not  for  others,  where 
there  is  no  such  danger.  Some  States,  he  believed, 
were  tolerably  well  supplied  with  arms ;  he  knew 
the  State  of  Pennsylvania  had  entered  into  con- 
tracts for  20,000  stand  of  arms ;  when  th«y  were 
to  be  delivered,  be  did  not  know,  but  he  believed 
they  must  be  got  before  those  which  are  contem- 
plated by  this  appropriation.  Mr.  G.  was  at  a  loss 
to  know  for  what  th^  nine  and  twelve  pounders 
of  cannon  was  wanted;  and  concluded  with  the 
wbh  that  the  appropriations  might  be  specific, 
and  if  there  were  no  material  objections  to  their 
being  so  (for  he  did  not  wish  to  embarrass  the  bill) 
ke  would  propose  an  amendment  to  that  effect. 

Mr.  SfiWALL  said,  he  had  no  particular  objection 
to  the  appropriations  being  specific,  though  he  saw 
BO  occasion  for  it,  as  he  supposed  the  President 
would  apply  the  money  so  as  best  to  answer  the 
several  purposes  mentioned  in  the  bill. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  said,  the  nine  and  twelve  pound- 
ers were  wanted  for  some  of  the  fortifications. 

Mr.  Gallatin  moved  his  amendment,  making 
a  specific  appropriation  for  each  object. 

Mr.  Hartley  was  opposed  to  it.  He  wished 
to  leave  the  disposition  of  the  money  to  the  Presi- 
dent ;  and  went  into  arguments  to  show  the  pro- 
priety of  a  liberal  appropriation,  though  he  thought 
a  million  of  dollars  too  much.  He  believed  the 
loilitia  of  the  United  States  to  be  at  least  500,000 
in  number,  and  that  there  are  about  100,000  stand 
of  arms  in  possession  of  the  United  States  which 
might  be  inade  fit  for  use. 

Mr.  Bbooks  thought  the  amendment  a  good 
oae;  he  wished  himself  to  see  each  article  appro- 
priated for  separately.  He  thought  too  many  can- 
non were  contemplated,  and  perhaps  too  many 
small  arms. 

Mr.  Datton  thou^t  the  amendment  a  very 
bad  one,  so  bad,  that  if  it  were  adopted,  he  should 
TOte  against  the  bill  itself.  He  asked  gentlemen 
how  they  could,  at  this  time,  say  lu>w  many 
cannon,  or  what  number  of  small  arms  would  be 
wanted  ?  Or,  in  the  event  of  war,  whether  that  war 
would  be  made  on  our  commerce  alone,  or  by  pre- 
^tory  attacks  upon  our  coast,  or  by  invasion  1 
If  the  former,  a  greater  number  of  cannon,  and  a 
less  number  of  small  arms  would  be  wanted ;  if 
the  latter,  a  larger  quantity  of  small  arms,  and  less 
cannon  would  be  requirea.  Besides,  if  a  part  of 
oar  cannon  should  be  takes,  though  ttoe  might 


be  a  surplus  of  the  money  appropriated  for  one 
object,  no  part  of  it  could  be  expended  for  another. 
He  wished  gentlemen,  therefore^  to  look  a  little 
into  this  amendment  Wore  they  determined  to 
give  it  their  support. 

Mr.  Brooks  said|[  the  objections  of  the  gentle^ 
man  from  New  Jersey  did  not  strike  him  so  forci- 
bly as  they  seem  to  impress  himself.  Whether 
the  sums  were  voted  specifically,  or  in  the  aggre- 
gate, the  President  might  take  such  measures  as 
he  should  think  proper.  If  the  appropriations 
were  not  made  separately,  the  President  would 
have  to  separate  them  before  he  proceeded  to  make 
his  contracta  ;  and  the  only  difference  was,  whe- 
ther he  or  they  should  say  how  much  it  was  proper 
to  expend  upon  each  item. 

Mr.  Gallatin  said,  it  was  his  pbjeet  to  make  a 
sufficient  appropriation  to  meet  the  different  kinds 
of  warfare  witn  which  we  might  be  attacked, 
whether  it  should  be  necessary  to  repel  it  with 
cannon  or  with  small  arms,  and  therefore  the 
amendment  would  not  produce  the  effect  spoken 
of  bv  the  gentleman  from  New  Jersey. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  was  opposed  to  this  amendment, 
as  he  presumed  the  President  would  form  a  better 
opinion  as  to  the  kind  of  warfare  which  we  should 
be  likely  to  have  to' encounter  than  they  could  do. 
He  thought  it  best,  therefore,  that  the  appropria- 
tion should  be  made  in  one  sum,  and  leave  it  to 
the  President  to  dispose  of  it  as  he  thinks  proper. 

The  amendment  was  put  and  negatived,  forty- 
seven  to  thirty-four. 

The  question  then  returned  on  the  filling  the 
blank  with  a  million  of  dollars.  * 

Mr.  W.  C.  Claiborne  was  opposed  to  filling 
the  blank  with  a  million  of  dollars.  It  was  cer- 
tainly his  wish  to  see  the  United  States  placed  in 
a  good  state  of  defence,  and  to  be  able  to  combat 
any  enemy  which  might  assail  them ;  and  could 
he  suppose  that  sum  necessary  for  the  purpose,  it 
should  not  be  opposed  by  him.  But  his  preseBt 
impression  was,  that  a  smaller  sum  would  oe  suf- 
ficient. The  number  of  cannon  asked  for,  he 
thought  larger  than  was  necessary ;  as  he  believed 
his  authority  was  good  for  saying  that  the  United 
States  were  at  present  in  possession  of  300  brass 
pieces,  and  that  several  of  the  States  had  a  consid- 
erable number  of  cainnon.  So  far  as  relates  ta 
small  arms,  he  wished  the  whole  sum  proposed  to 
be  granted,  as  he  believed  the  expenditure  would 
be  prudent  and  proper.  In  case  of  an  invasion, 
cannon  would  be  of  little  use  ;  the  rifle  and  bavo- 
net  would  be  resorted  to,  which  were  preferable 
to  the  slow  operations  of  cannon,  and  it  would  be 
with  difficulty  that  the  citizens  of  the  United 
States  would  be  prevailed  with  to  use  any  other 
than  the  most  speedy  means  of  repelling  any  ene- 
my which  may  attack  our  country. 

Mr.  C.  did  not  believe  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  was  strictly  correct,  when  he  represent- 
ed the  Southern  and  Western  country  as  without 
arms.  So  far  as  relates  to  Georgia  and  South 
Carolina,  the  remark  might.be  true:  but  as  it  re- 
lated to  the  back  part  of  North  Carolina  and  Teo» 
ne^^  it  was  not  cbrrect.  Three  years  ago,  when 
an  Indian  war  raged  on  the  fVontifi^,  every  dtizea 
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capable  of  bearing  arms,  bad  arms  in  his  bands. 
Since  tbat  time  peace  bad  reigned,  and  there  had 
been  very  considerable  emigrations  to  tbat  coun- 
try. He  could  not  say  every  citizen  was  now 
armed,  but  be  believed  by  far  the  greater  part 
were ;  and  if  an  invasion  ware  to  be  attempted 
from  the  quarter  which  had  been  glanced  at,  he 
believed  his  fellow-<;itizens  would  not  thank  the 
United  States  for  a  supply  of  cannon.  All  they 
would  ask  would  be  a  sufficiency  of  rifles  and 
bayonets ;  for  they  would  have  no  inclination  to 
use  the  musket,  except  for  the  sake  of  the  bayo- 
net. Mr.  C.  said,  he  was  in  favor  of  the  amend- 
ment which  had  been  negatived,  because  he  wish- 
ed to  have  secured  the  expenditure  of  a  consider- 
able sum  in  small  arms ;  but,  since  that  was  re- 
jected, he  should  be  in  favor  of  $800,000  instead 
of  a  million. 

Mr.  Habper  said,  the  gentlemen  from  North 
Carolina  and  Tennessee  had  misunderstood  him, 
when  they  thought  he  represented  the  Southern 
and  Western  States  as  bein^  destitute  of  arms. 
He  knew  they  had  fowling-pieces  and  rifles ;  but 
when  he  spoke  of  arms^  he  meant  those  arms 
which  would  be  useful  m  military  service,  and 
that  they  ought  not  only  be  provided  with  muskets, 
but  that  they  should  be  uniform.  The  gentleman 
from  Virginia  was  sensible  of  this,  when  he  refer- 
red to  the  kind  of  arms  possessed  by  the  militia  of 
the  Eastern  States. 

Mr.  H.  said,  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
(Mr.  Livingston)  had  thought  proper  to  make 
some  flattering  allusions  to  his  conduct  and  good 
sense,  with  a  hope  that  he  would  change  the 
opinion  which  he  had  heretofore  ^ven  as  to  the 
conduct  of  certain  gentlemen  in  this  House.  He 
declared  he  had  seen  on  this  occasion,  witb  heart- 
felt delight,  many  reasons  for  at  least  modifying 
that  opinion ;  as  soon  as  he  should  find  complete 
reason  for  changing  it,  he  should  express  it  in  the 
most  feeling  manner. 

The  question  on  filling  the  blank  with  a  million 
of  dollars  was  put,  and  negatived,  there  being  only 
26  votes  for  it. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  $800,000,  and 
carried,  there  being  61  votes  in  favor  of  it. 

The  blank  in  the  thurd  section  was  filled  with 
$100,000,  for  the  hire,  purchase,  and  employ  of 
foundries  and  armories,  in  case  such  establish- 
ments shall  be  found  necessary. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Datton,  the  following  words 
were  struck  out  of  the  above  section,  viz :  ^^  or 
shall  be  deducted  from' the  sum  hereinbefore  ap- 
propriated, if,  in  the  opinion  of  the  President,  it 
may  be  convenienllv  allowed  therefrom." 

The  committee  tnen  rose,  and  the  amendments 
having  been  agreed  to  in  the  House,  the  bill  was 
ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 


WEUNEsnAY,  April  18. 

Mr.  Habper  called  up  for  decision  the  resolu- 
tion which  he  laid  upon  the  table  sojne  days  ago. 
Moposing  the  appointment  o^  a  Superintendent  of 
Fortifications ;  whicn,  after  some  debate,  was  ^eg- 
atived  without  a  division. 


The  bill  for  erecting  a  light-house  and  placing 
buoys  and  stakes  in  places  therein  mentioned, 
was  read  the  third  time  a9d  passed ;  as  was.  als<x 

The  bill  to  enable  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  procure  cannon,  arms,  and  ammunition, 
and  for  other  puposes. 

Mr.  Gordon,  called  up  for  consideration  the^ 
amendment  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  for  continu- 
ing in  force  the  act  providing  for  the  compensa- 
tion of  clerks,  and  for  other  purposes ;  which  be- 
ing read,  it  was  discovered  that  one  of  the  amend- 
ments proposed  an  appropriation  of  money,  and 
would,  therefore,  require  nrst  to  be  discussed  in  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole.  It  was,  therefore, 
committed  for  to-morrow. 

PROTECTION  OF  TRADE. 

Mr.  Sewall  moved  that  the  House  go  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  in  order  to  take  up  the  bill  from  the  Senate 
for  providing  an  additional  armament  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  trade  of  the  United  States,  and  for 
other  purposes.  The  motion  being  carried,  the 
House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  or  the 
Whole  accordingly ;  and  the  bill  (which  author- 
izes the  President  tu  procure,  in  anv  manner 
which  he  shall  deem  expedient,  a  numoer  of  ves- 
sels, not  exceeding  sixteen,  nor  carrying  more 
than  twenty-two  guns  each,  to  be  employed  as 
convoys,  or  in  any  other  manner  in  which  the 
President  shall  think  proper)  having  been  read, 
and  the  first  section  repeated, 

Mr.  Nicholas  observed,  that  he  had  some  ob- 
jections to  this  bill ;  but  he  believed  he  should  de- 
fer his  observations  until  they  came  to  the  section 
which  directs  the  employment  of  the  vessels,  and 
if  the  motion  he  then  made  was  not  carried,  he 
might  find  it  necessary  to  make  a  motion  as  to 
the  number  of  vessels  contained  in  the  first  sec- 
tion. 

The  Chairman  having  read  the  three  next  sec- 
tions of  the  bill,  , 

Mr.  Nicholas  moved  to  strike  out  the  4th  sec- 
tion, which  is  in  the  following  words: 

^  That,  to  secure  and  maintain  the  independent  right* 
of  commerce  and  navigation  which  the  laws  of  nations 
and  the  ttipulationt  of  treaties  acknowledge  and  sanc- 
tion, the  President  of  the  United  States  is  hereby  au- 
thorized and  empowered  to  employ  the  armed  vesseli 
of  the  United  States,  as  convoys,  whenever  he  may 
think  proper  to  afibrd  such  protection,  or  in  any  other 
manner  which,  in  his  judgment,  will  best  contribute  to 
the  general  interests  of  the  United  States." 

To  employ  these  vessels  as  convoys  to  the  trade 
of  the  United  States,  Mr.  N.  said,  would  be  so 
much  real  loss  to  the  country.  We  are  in  a  situ- 
ation in  which  convoys  are  never  resorted  to.  In  a 
state  of  peace  he  did  not  know  how  this  force  could 
be  employed.  If  they  were  now  ready,  and  were 
to  take  charge  of  our  vessels,  they  would  be  fyt 
from  giving  them  security ;  tor,  unless  an  attack 
was  made  upon  them,  they  would  have  no  right 
to  use  their  arms.  And  if  these  vessels  were  to 
sail  as  convoys,  notice  would  be  given  of  the  time 
of  their  sailing,  and  privateers  would  act  accord- 
ingly.   And  1^  at  any  time,  any  of  them  should 
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make  an  attack  on  the  ground  of  suspicion,  it 
would  be  taDtamount  to  war.  Supposing  the 
trade,  then,  would  bear  this  expeijse,  it  does  not 
appear  that  it  would  afford  it  anything  like  secu- 
rity. But  what  is  the  trade  to  which  this  force 
is  to  be  applied  ?  It  is  only  to  Great  Britain  and 
her  colonies,  and  to  neutral  countries.  Which 
are  the  neutral  countries  ?  We  have  every  rea- 
son to  believe  that  Hamburg  is  now  under  tne  in- 
fluence of  the  Power  against  whom  we  are  arm- 
ing. We  cannot  expect  to  force  a  trade  into  the 
ports  of  France,  or  other  allies;  so  that  there  are 
only  the  ports  of  Great  Britain  and  her  dominions 
to  which  this  arming  can  apply.  But  will  these 
yesseb  be  able  to  give  a  protection  to  our  trade 
e^ual  to  the  protection  which  Great  Britain  can 
give  to  hers  ?  They  will  have  no  vessels  to  con- 
voy ;  for  our  vessels  must  carry  on  as  good  terms 
as  the  British,  or  they  will  have  nothing  to  carry. 
If  Great  Britian,  from  her  superior  convoy,  can 
have  insurance  done  on  considerable  lower  terms 
than  our  vessels  can  obtain  it,  a  preference  will 
certainly  be  ffiven  by  merchants  to  them.  He 
owned  it  would  be  a  painful  thing  to  see  our  com- 
merce carried  on  by  a  foreign  nation ;  but  we 
have  no  choice,  if  it  is  not  in  our  power  to  give 
eaual  protection.  The  Southern  States  had  act- 
ed veiy  liberally  in  this  respect,  when  they  had 
anything  in  their  power.  They  have  consented 
to  lay  a  burden  on  themselves  to  increase  the 
navigation  of  the  United  States ;  but  when  they 
were  called  upon  to  support  additional  burdens, 
they  would  expect  to  see  that  the  expense  would 
conduce  to  some  public  advantage.  But  could 
gentlemen  believe  tnat  with  these  vessels,  in  a  state 
of  peace,  which  destroys  half  the  energy  of  such  an 
armament,  we  could  protect  our  trade  equally 
with  Great  Britain,  who  is  at  liberty  to  act  offen- 
sively ?    They  could  not. 

But,  upon  this  subject,  another  reflection  occurs. 
When  we  see  that  this  convoy  is  to  act  only  upon 
the  trade  carried  on  between  this  country  and 
Great  Britain,  it  is  necessary  to  consider  how  the 
treaty  which  has  been  entered  into  between  this 
country  and  that  will  operate  upon  the  navigation 
which  we  are  about  to  protect  at  so  great  an  ex- 
pense. Mr.  N.  said,  h?  did  not  pretend  to  under- 
stand this  business  as  a  merchant ;  but,  so  far  as 
he  had  been  able  to  get  information  unon  the  sub- 
ject thcTO  was  little  doubt  on  his  mind,  that  if  we 
could  navigate  on  equal  terms  with  Great  Britain, 
the  countervailing  dutyr  imposed  by  that  country 
upon  our  vessels  must^ive  her  ships  the  preference. 

There  was,  in  his  opmion,  another  consideration 
of  very  great  importance.  We  know,  by  state- 
ments lately  laid  before  the  House,  that  the  exports 
to  Ohreat  Britain  and  her  dominions  do  not  exceed 
eight  millions  of  dollars  a  year ;  yet  the  committee 
were  now  called  upon  to  appropriate  by  way  of  a 
beginning,  at  least  two  millions  of  aollars  for  the 
first  year's  expense.  He  stated  the  expense  at  two 
millions,  because  the  Senate  originally  contem- 
plated only  twelve  vessels,  and  when  the  number 
was  changed  to  sixteen,  no  alteration  was  made 
in  the  sum  proposed  to  be  appropriated ;  so  that 
no  gentleman  could  expect  to  see  an  end  of  this 
5th  Con. — 46 


business  for  less  than  two  millions.  And  could 
the  merchants  of  this  country,  engaged  in  the 
business  of  navigation,  expect  that  so  enormous  a 
sum  should  be  expenaed  in  a  vain  endeavor  to 
protect  their  tcade? — a  sum  that  would  be  equal 
to  25  per  cent,  upon  the  whole  amount  of  produce 
exported?  He  knew  gentleman  might  say  that 
we  imported  goods  to  a  much  greater  amount  from 
Great  JBritain  and  her  dominions ;  but  if  our  trade 
with  other  countries  was  in  a  great  degree  cut  off, 
we  should  of  course  import  less,  since  we  should 
have  less  money  to  pay  for  what  is  bought. 

If  we  were  to  be  engaged  in  actual  war,  gentle- 
men will  ajB^ree  that  there  would  be  no  advantage 
which  could  result  from  these  vessels  which  womd 
equal  the  cost  of  them ;  since  the  superiority  of 
the  British  fleet  would  then  equally  be  felt,  except 
we  were  to  enter  into  an  alliance  with  her.  The 
only  difference  in  this  case  would  be,  our  vessels 
would  be  authorized  to  make  attacks.  The  more 
effectual  force  of  the  British,  and  their  counter^ 
vailing  duty,  would  still  have  their  operation. 
And  if  an  alliance  between  the  two  countries  were 
to  take  place,  the  treaty  will  operate  on  the  com- 
merce of  the  two  countries ;  and  gentlemen  may 
conceive  this  alliance  would  not  be  effected  with- 
out some  important  sacrifices,  which  would  entitle 
us  to  all  the  protection  it  could  afford. 

When  the  prospect  of  advantage  to  our  naviga- 
ting interest  is  so  doubtful,  all  gentlemen  must  be 
willing  to  take  into  account  the  possibility  of  the 
measure  destroying  the  remaining  chance  of  avoid- 
ing war. 

Mr.  N.  said,  he  was  not,  with  some  gentlemen, 
of  opinion  that  our  present  situation  could  not  be 
made  worse:  he  believed  it  might  be  rendered 
infinitely  worse.  We  are  now,  said  he,  suffering 
great  inconveniences  and  losses  on  account  of  the 
war  which  now  exbts  between  Great- Britain  and 
France,  which  will  terminate  with  that  war.  But 
when  once  war  is  declared,  it  will  require  a  treaty 
to  restore  peace.  How  was  this  to  be  got  ?  Have 
we,  said  he,  the  power  of  injurinjj;  the  country 
with  whom  we  are  apprehensive  of  war,  so  as  to 
induce  her  to  make  peace  on  good  terms  ?  He 
believed  not.  And  we  had  sufficient  reasons  to 
believe,  from  the  late  despatches,  that  fieaX  diffi- 
culties would  be  attendant  on  such  a  situation  of 
thinffs.  We  do  not  know  that  it  is  the  intention 
of  France  to  declare  war  against  this  country. 
The  last  official  account  we  have  had  of  the  acts 
of  that  (Government  towards  this  country,  was  the 
decree  forbidding  neutral  vessels  from  carrying 
British  produce  or  manufactures.  And  he  asked 
whether  it  would  not  be  better  for  this  country  to 
submit  to  that,  than  provoke  a  war?  He  allowed 
it  would  be  a  niatter  of  considerable  inconvenience, 
but  it  would  principally  affect  only  our  carrying 
trade.  Our  revenue  would  not  be  greatly  affected 
by  it.  because,  our  exports  being  free,  and  the 
means  of  raising  money  but  little  impaired,  there 
is  littlp  reason  to  believe,  if  the  decree  was  strictly 
executed,  that  w^  should  want  foreign  manufac- 
tures; and  the  additional  duty  paid  by  foreign 
vessels  would  probably  nearly  equal  any  defalca- 
tion in  the  quantity  of  goods  imported. 
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Mr.  N.  saidj  he  expected,  from  the  past  conduct 
of  France,  the  execution  of  this  decree  to  its  full- 
est extent.  He  admitted,  that  from  the  temper  of 
that  country,  and  the  measures  taken  in  this  coun- 
try, a  reconciliation  was  not  at  present  to  he  ex- 
pected ;  but  our  situation  may  yet  want  the  seal  of 
olood  to  give  it  the  greatest  malignity ;  he  hoped 
gentlemen  would  not  embark  in  a  measure  whose 
effsct  would  be  to  bring  us  into  that  situation. 

Mr.  N.said,  he  did  not  mean  to  justify  the  conduct 
df  France.  He  had  before  said,  and  he  repeated 
it^  that  if  this  country  chose  to  do  it,  she  had  suffi- 
cient ffround,  from  actual  suffering,  whatever 
might  nave  been  the  origin  of  the  misunderstand- 
inffj  to  declare  war,  and  that  it  is  a  question  of 
policy  whether  we  should  do  it  or  not.  And  so 
Mre  was  he  that  true  policy  and  the  best  interests 
of  the  country  forbade  it,  that  he  was  certain  no 
gentleman  of  the  committee  would  a^ree  to  any 
measure,  however  great  a  commercial  advantage 
it  might  promise,  that  he  thought  would  produce 
a  war.  For,  however  many  the  difficulties  may  be 
which  we  suffer  at  present,  in  the  event  of  war. 
we  inay  rest  assured  they  will  be  increased,  ana 
be  without  the  prospect  of  an  end. 

It  had  been  asserted  by  some  persons,  that  if 
our  Commissioners  did  not  come  to  terms  with  the 
French  Directory,  a  declaration  of  war  on  their 
part  will  be  the  consequence.  He  did  not  think 
there  was  any  ground  upon  which  to  expect  this. 
The  application  for  accommodation  was  made  on 
our  part  to  France.  They  have  proposed  a  very 
disgraceful  condition  upon  which  a  negotiation 
may  be  commenced ;  but  he  did  not  understand,' 
that  in  case  this  condition  was  not  complied  with, 
we  were  to  expect  a  declaration  of  war.  All  that 
he  expected,  in  such  an  event,  was  a  continuance 
of  aggressions  upon  our  commerce,  and  perhaps 
an  increase  of  them.  Our  Commissioners  had, 
indeed,  been  told  by  X  or  Y,  that  in  case  they 
went  away  without  concluding  a  treaty,  that  we 
might  expect  our  coast  to  be  ravaged.  6ut  gentle- 
men should  recollect  the  situation  of  these  agents. 
He  did  not  mean  to  say  that  the  French  Govern- 
ment was  not  to  be  considered  as  acquainted  with 
any  of  the  propositions  made  by  these  persons. 
He  believed  they  were  the  movers  of  the  loan  pro- 
posed by  them ;  but  as  to  the  inducements  which 
were  held  up  to  the  Envoys  to  bring  them  to  their 
terms^  he  considered  them  as  the  suggestions  of  X 
and  I  themselves,  with  which  the  Government  was 
unacquainted.  When  it  is  recollected  what  abuse 
those  persons  cast  ui>on  the  Government  of  that 
country,  it  must  be  evident  that  they  acted,  in  these 
respects,  wtihout  authority.  He  aid  not  believe, 
therefore,  that  there  was  any  chance  of  a  declar- 
ation of  war  from  France,  unless  the  manner  in 
which  we  had  treated  the  negotiation  here  should 
produce  that  declaration. 

When  the  advantage  of  the  measure  was  so  very 
doubtful,  as  he  had  shown  it  to  be,  it  was  of  the  last 
consequence  to  consider  the  expense  attending  it, 
and  the  means  which  we  have  of  defraying  that 
expense.  The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina 
(Mr.  Harpeb)  tells  the  committee  that  this  coun- 
try is  equal  to  the  furnishing  of  all  the  money 


that  may  be  wanted.  Mr.  N.  said,  he  believed 
that  he  knew  as  much  of  the  ability  of  this  country 
to  pay  expenses  as  that  gentleman.  He  worked 
his  own  lands,  and  lived  in  a  country  where  pro- 
duce was  of  as  much  average  value  as  in  most 
other  parts  of  the  United  States;  and  he  knew^in 
his  part  of  the  country,  there  would  be  great  diffi- 
culty and  a  great  want  of  ability  to  pay  very  heavy 
taxes. 

But  this  country  can  defend  itself  against 
the  whole  world.  We  have  men  sufficient,  and 
sufficient  means  of  supporting  them ;  but  if  we 
are  determined  to  carry  on  a  war  at  sea  to  defend 
our  foreign  commerce,  which  can  only  be  done  by 
means  of  a  large  money  revenue,  there  we  should 
be  deficient.  Gentlemen  ought  not  to  compare 
this  country  with  others.  The  old  nations  of  Eu- 
rope possess  crowds  of  enterprising  and  industrious 
manufacturers,  and  of  course  have  an  internal  com- 
merce which  supplies  the  necessities  of  the  coun- 
try ;  and  what  they  send  to  foreign  countries  is  what 
they  can  spare  from  their  own  consumption,  and 
which  may,  on  urgent  occasions,  be  drawn  to  the 
support  of  Government.  We,  on  ihe  contrary,  all 
make  our  own  provisions,  and  we  have  but  little 
demand  for  our  surplus.  Few  of  us  can  obtain 
our  clothes  from  within  ourselves,  but  we  must 
depend  upon  foreign  countries  for  tnree-fourths  of 
the  necessaries  of  nfe.  We  must  therefore  have 
foreifi^n  commerce,  to  a  certain  extent,  for  the  sup- 
ply of  our  natural  wants;  and  there  is  great  reason 
to  fear  that  the  diminution  of  commerce  by  the 
war  which  threatens  us,  will  be  so  great,  in  spite 
of  any  protection,  that  the  surplus  product  of  laAor, 
on  wnich  alone  the  Government  can  draw,  will  be 
entirely  lost.  He  did  not  say  this  to  prevent  any 
necessary  expense  to  secure  the  safety  and  inde- 
pendence of  the  country ;  but  he  meant  to  show 
the  difference  between  the  present  case  and  that 
of  other  countries  who  have  borne  such  expenses^ 
and  the  necessity  of  confining  our  expenses  a& 
much  as  possible. to  narrow  limits. 

He  did  not  believe  that  the  honor  and  indepen- 
dence of  this  country  depend  upon  a  Navy.  He 
believed,  by  applying  the  means  which  nature  has 
put  into  our  power,  in  resisting  all  demands  which 
require  anything  like  submission,  the  honor  and 
independence  of  our  country  were  to  be  preserved. 
A  demand  of  this  kind  had  been  made  upon  us  by 
France  for  money,  which  could  not  be  complied 
with.  He  did  not  believe  that  the  honor  and  mde- 
pendence  of  a  country  depend  upon  its  strength. 
It  could  not  be  expected  tnat  this  country,  which 
has  but  lately  assumed  its  place  in  the  list  of  na- 
tions, should  be  equal,  in  naval  strength  at  least, 
with  the  old  maritime  countries  of  Europe.  He 
did  not  think  our  duty  required  more  from  us,  in 
this  respect,  than  it  is  our  interest  to  do.  It  would 
be  perfectly  consistent  with  the  honor  and  inde- 
pendence of  our  country,  to  say  we  will  have  no 
Navy.  If  we  cannot  protect  our  commerce,  with- 
out greatly  injuring  the  rest  of  the  Union,  the 
Government  ought  to  say  to  our  commercial  citi- 
zens, ^^  We  lament  your  situation.  For  a  time,  you 
must  act  as  well  as  you  can.  In  times  of  petLce 
we  will  make  you  all  the  recompense  we  can.*' 
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In  his  miDd,  this  was  all  this  class  of  citizens  could 
expect,  and  all  that  they  ought  to  ask. 

Mr.  N.  coDcluded,  by  sayiuff,  that  this  subject 
required  mature  consideratioa  before  it  was  gone 
into.  It  was  very  different  from  other  measures 
of  defence  which  had  been  before  the  committee. 
That  we  have  reason  for  alarm,  he  was  ready  to 
own,  and  he  was  desirous  of  providing  amply  for 
our  defence ;  but  this  subject  presented  itself  as  a 
matter  of  calculation  as  to  the  danger  attending  it, 
the  good  to  be  derived  from  it,  and  the  expense  of 
oorrying  it  into  effect.  On  viewing  all  these,  he 
was  decidedljr  against  it,  and  hop^  his  motion 
would  be  carried. 

Mr.  Datton  (the  Speaker)  said,  he  did  not  rise  to 
answer  the  observations  of  the  gentleman  who  had 
just  sat  down,  but  to  ask  whether,  if  the  gentleman 
was  indulged  with  striking  out  tne  fourth  section, 
and  all  the  sections  which  followed  it,  he  meant 
to  ffo  back  and  strike  out  the  first  also.  'For  him- 
self, he  should  feel  no  great  hesitation  in  strikinjB^ 
out  the  fourth  section,  if  those  which  preceded  it 
were  to  stand ;  because,  if  the  force  was  established, 
he  believed  the  President,  according  to  his  Con- 
stitutional power,  as  Commander-in-Chief,  could 
employ  it  as  he  thought  proper. 

Mr.  Nicholas  thought  his  intentions  must  have 
been  understood.  He  meant  to  strike  out  every- 
thing which  relates  to  convoys.  He  did  not  agree 
with  the  gentleman  from  New  Jersey,  that  the 
President  could  employ  these  vessels  as  he  pleased. 
He  could  not  employ  them  as  convoys,  because 
they  could  not  be  effectual  as  such  witnout  viola- 
ting the  law  of  nations. 

Mr.  Habpbr  wished  the  eentleman  who  made 
this  motion  for  striking  out  the  fourth  section,  had 
moved  to  strike  out  the  first  section,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  destroying  the  bill  itself;  because,  in  that 
ease,  hb  arguments,  which  went  not  against  the 
fourth  section,  but  the  whole  bill — not  against  the 
employment  of  this  force  in  convoy,  but  against 
the  policy  of  providing  the  force  at  all — would 
have  applied  better  to  his  motion.  Indeed,  before 
be  heard  the  fourth  section  mentioned,  he  had  con- 
eeived,  from  the  scope  of  the  gentleman's  argu- 
ments, that  the  first  section  had  oeen  moved  to  be 
striken  out. 

Mr.  H.  agreed  with  the  ^ntleman  from  New 
Jersey,  Tthe  Speaker,)  that  if  the  three  first  sec- 
tions, wnich  provide  for  raising  the  force,  were 
retained,  those  which  follow,  and  which  relate  to 
the  manner  of  its  employment,  would  be  of  very 
little  importance;  and  if  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia would  leave  him  those  three  sections,  he 
mi^ht  take  the  rest.  He  Was  ready  to  make  this 
division  of  the  bill  with  that  gentleman ;  for  he, 
Mr.  H.,  believed,  that  when  once  the  force  should 
be  provided,  the  President,  under  his  Constitu- 
tional powers,  would  have  a  right  to  employ  it  in 
auch  manner  as,  in  his  judgment,  the  public  good, 
according  to  the  existing  state  of  things,  miffbt 
require.  The  President,  he  knew,  could  not  alter 
tbe  existing  state  of  thinf^.  Admitting  that  state 
to  be  at  peace,  the  President  could  not  induce  a 
stste  of  wmr.  But  in  what  manner  the  public  force, 
when  provided  by  Congress,  should  be  employed, 


conformably  to  the  state  of  peace  and  the  rifi^hts 
and  duties  resulting  from  it,  was  for  the  President 
to  direct,  under  his  responsibility,  not  for  the 
House.  The  business  of  the  House  was  to  fix  the 
state  of  the  country,  and  provide  force ;  that  of  the 
President  to  employ  the  force,  according  to  that 
state. 

The  question,  Mr.  H.  said,  would  then  return, 
whether,  admitting  this  country  to  be  in  a  state 
of  peace,  we  might  give  convoy  to  our  trade,  with- 
out exceeding  the  rights  of  neutrality  which' result 
from  that  state?  If  the  House  should  be  of  opiii- 
ion  that  convoys  could  not  be  given  consistent 
with  a  slate  of  peace,  it  would  be  for  them  to  con- 
sider whether  the  country  ought  to  remain  in  a 
state  which  prevented  it  from  protecting  its  injured 
rights.  But  how  could  it  be  said  that  neutrals  had 
not  the  right  to  protect  their  trade  ?  Had  not  all 
neutral  nations  practised  this  right?  Had  they 
not  asserted  it  during  the  present  and  all  former 
wars?  Had  not  the  House  and  the  country  heard 
much  of  the  modern  law  of  nations,  and  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  armed  neutrality,  for  declinine:  to 
assert  which,  in  a  late  controversy  with  one  of  the 
belligerent  Powers,  the  Executive  had  been  loaded 
with  censure  ?  And  what  was  this  armed  neutral- 
ity ?  It  was  an  agreement  among  certain  neutral 
nations  to  protect  their  trade  against  the  aggres- 
sions of  a  belligerent  Power.  He  could  not  discern 
with  what  consistency  gentlemen,  who  had  been 
so  loud  in  the  commendations  of  tbe  armed  neu- 
trality and  its  principles,  could  now  question  the 
right  of  neutral  nations  to  give  convoy  to  their 
trade. 

There  could  be  no  doubt,  Mr.  H.  said,  that  the 
ships  of  war  of  belligerent  Powers  had  a  right  to 
search  neutral  vessels,  in  order  to  discover  whether 
they  had  on  board  contraband  goods  or  enemy's 
property.  But  how  was  this  search  to  be  made  ? 
Not  by  seizing  the  neutral  ship,  and  carrying  it 
into  port,  but  by  sending  a  boat  with  a  few  men 
to  make  the  examination ;  after  which,  if  no  just 
ground  of  suspicion  appeared,  the  neutral  ship 
must  be  suffered  to  pass. 

Against  what,  then,  would  the  convoy  contem- 
plated in  our  case  operate  ?  Not  against  a  just 
and  legal  search,  regulated  by  treaty,  or  author- 
ized bv  the  law  of  nations,  but  against  those  unjust 
and  illegal  decrees  of  the  French  Qovernment, 
which  order  the  seizure  and  condemnation  of  our 
vessels  in  a  manner  equally  contrary  to  the  treaty 
and  the  law.  In  the  nrst  place,  against  the  decree 
which  subjects  neutral  vessels  to  confiscation  for 
not  having  on  board  a  paper  called  a  role  cPeqid- 
page — a  paper  not  required  by  the  law  of  nations, 
nor  in  any  manner  stipulated  for  by  our  treaty 
with  France — a  paper  with  which  none  of  our 
vessels  were  or  could  be  furnished.  Would  any 
gentleman  say  that  we  had  no  right  to  resist  a 
capture  for  this  cause  ?  The  convoy  would  oper- 
ate, in  the  second  place,  against  the  aecree  respect- 
ing British  manufactures — a  decree  whereby  any 
neutral  ship  having  on  board  the  most  inconsider- 
able article  of  the  produce  or  manufacture  of  any 
British  possession,  although  the  property  of  the 
nentrab,  is  declared  good  prize;  and  which,  con->> 
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siderin^  the  vast  extent  and  variety  of  the  British 
]K>ssessiODs,  and  the  degrees  in  which  their  produc- 
tions and  manufactures  enter  into  our  cocnmerce 
and  our  consumption,  amounts  to  little  short  of  a 
declaration  of  war  against  our  whole  trade.  Would 
any  gentleman  say  that  we  ought,  according  to  the 
law  of  nations,  to  submit  quietly  to  the  capture  of 
every  one  of  our  ships,  on  board  of  which  may 
happen  to  be  found  a  hat,  a  handkerchief,  a  button, 
or  a  pair  of  stockings,  of  British  manufacture  ? 
Surely  all  would  allow  that  in  such  a  case  we 
might  resist,  without  overstepping  the  rights  of 
neutrality. 

He  had  mentioned,  Mr.  H.  said,  under  what 
regulations  searches  were  to  be  conducted  on  the 
general  ^ound  of  the  law  of  nations;  but,  in  our 
treaty  with  France,  this  matter  is  expressly  stipu- 
lated. It  is  there  stated,  that  oo  armed  ship  of 
France  shall  come  within  gun-shot  of  any  of  our 
vessels,  but  shall  send  a  boat  on  board,  with  not 
more  than  three  persons  in  it,  who  shall  make  in- 
spection of  the  snip's  papers;  and  if  they  be  in 
legal  form,  then  they  shall  depart,  and  the  ship 
shall  be  suffered  to  proceed.  Our  vessels  have  a 
right,  therefore,  to  say  to  a  French  privateer,  "  If 
YOU  come  within  gun-shot,  we  will  resist  you; 
out  if  you  choose  to  examine  our  vessel  in  a  legal 
way,  tnough  we  have  a  convoy  which  could,  at  a 
shot,  sink  you,  we  shall  not  refuse  to  be  examined ; 
but  you  shall  not  seize  our  vessel  for  causes  not 
warranted  by  the  law  of  nations."  During  various 
wars  in  Europe,  m  which  England,  France,  Ger- 
many. Holland,  Spain,  and  Portugal,  have  been 
engaged,  the  Northern  Powers  have  maintained 
their  neutrality,  and  yet  have  given  convoy  to 
their  trade.  How  then  could  gentlemen  say  that 
convoys  were  not  to  be  used  by  a  neutral  Power  ? 
If  convoys  could  be  granted  in  time  of  peace,  then 
the  President,  as  soon  as  a  force  should  be  provi- 
ded by  Congress,  would  have  the  power  of  grant- 
ing convoys  to  our  vessels,  within  the  rules  pre- 
scribed by  the  law  of  nations;  and  if  he  gave  it 
contrary  to  those  rules,  he  must  be  responsible  for 
his  conduct^  much  as  if  he  were  to  send  our 
Army  into  Florida  or  Canada,  while  we  were  at 
peace  with  the  Powers  to  which  those  provinces 
belong.  He  should,  therefore,  be  perfectly  indif- 
ferent as  to  the  fate  of  this  motion,  if  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia  would  be  satisfied  with  strik- 
ing out  the  fourth  and  the  following  sections, 
which  relate  to  convoy;  but,  with  his  usual  can- 
dor, that  gentleman  had  declared  what  was  his 
intention,  viz:  to  prevent  the  vessels  being  em- 
ployed as  convoys;  and,  having  thus  rendered 
them  useless,  to  ur^e  that  uselessness  as  an  argu- 
ment a^inst  providing  them.  He  should,  there- 
fore, resist  the  motion,  as  it  could  be  considered 
only  as  a  preparatory  step  to  the  destruction  of  the 
biU  itself.  '      ^ 

Mr.  H.  said,  he  had  heard  one  declaration  from 
the  gentleman  with  great  pleasure,  as  he  thought 
it  indicative  of  that  spirit  which  ought  to  actuate 
every  American  citizen.  It  was,  that  if  he  was 
convinced  this  force  could  be  usefully  employed, 
he  should  not  be  deterred  from  agreeing  to  the 
measure  by  the  tendency  which  it  might  have  to 


bring  about  a  war.  [Mr.  Nicholas  denied  having 
said  this,  and  explained.]  Mr.  H.  was  sorry  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia  was  not  entitled  to  all 
the  credit  he  wished  to  give  him ;  but  he  certalnlr 
understood  him  to  have  said  what  he  had  stated. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia,  said  Mr.  H.,  had 
founded  his  objections  to  the  bill,  in  the  first  place, 
on  the  insufficiency  of  the  force ;  in  the  next,  on 
its  possible  or  probable  tendency  to  produce  a  state 
of  war ;  and,  in  the  third  place,  on  the  ground  of 
expense. 

As  to  the  efficiency  of  the  force,  he  apprehended 
the  gentleman  had  calculated  on  erroneous  prin- 
ciple:<.  He  stated,  that  provided  we  had  now  this 
force,  it  would  not  be  adequate  to  the  protection 
of  our  trade,  so  as  to  render  our  navigation  equally 
safe  with  that  of  Great  Britain ;  and  that  the  Brit- 
ish navigation  being  more  safe,  their  ships  would 
have  a  preference  in  the  carrying  trade.  Is  this, 
said  he,  a  just  argument?  No.  Why?  Because, 
though  our  ships  may  not  be  so  safe  as  the  ships 
of  England,  yet  we  possess  advantages  which  thev 
do  not,  and  which  would  more  than  counterbal- 
ance this  circumstance  in  their  favor.  What  were 
these  advantages  ?  In  the  first  place,  we  can  navi- 
gate our  vessels  cheaper,  and  can  construct  them 
cheaper ;  and,  in  the  next,  our  foreign  tonnage  duty 
would  continue  to  operate  in  our  favor.  But  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia  says,  that  the  counter- 
vailing duty  laid  by  the  British  on  our  vessels  is 
equal  to  this  foreign  tonnage  duty ;  but,  when  he 
said  this,  he  believed  that  gentleman  had  not  suf- 
ficiently attended  to  the  subject.  This  counter- 
vailing duty,  he  said,  would  operate,  in  any  con- 
siderable d^ree  only,  upon  two  articles  of  our 
exports,  viz :  rice  and  tobacco ;  and  only  on  such 
parts,  even,  of  them,  as  are  consumed  in  Britain ; 
which  Mr.  H.  supposed  (though  not  having  the 
papers  before  him,  as  he  did  not  foresee  this  dis- 
cussion, he  could  not  state  it  with  certainty)  did 
not  amount  to  more  than  a  fifteenth,  perhaps  not 
more  than  a  twentieth,  part  of  the  whole.  Here- 
tofore the  whole  of  our  produce  was  sent  direct  to 
Britain,  whose  merchants  re-exported  to  the  for- 
reign  markets  such  parts  as  were  not  wanted  for 
home  consumption.  Latterly,  we  had  been  in  the 
practice  of  sending  this  proauce  ourselves  direct 
to  the  foreign  markets,  where  it  is  consumed. 
This  operation  will  be  completed  by  the  counter- 
vailing duties,  under  which  all  our  produce  intend- 
ed for  British  consumption  will  be  exported  in 
British  bottoms :  the  rest  we  shall  send  in  our  own 
vessels  to  the  countries  which  consume  it. 

On  all  our  other  exports,  this  countervailing 
duty  would  have  but  a  trifling  effect,  as  they  are 
light  in  carriage,  and  pay  but  Tittle  freight  The 
advantage  of  our  foreign  tonnage  duty,  which  had 
raised  our  shipping  from  450,000  tons,  which  it 
vfzs  in  1791,  to  914,000,*  which  was  its  amoont 
in  1797. 

Besides,  he  did  not  believe  this  was  a  true  view 

*  This  is  the  amount  on  which  duties  are  paid,  in- 
cluding double  voyages  of  the  same  vessel,  in  me  same 
year.  The  actual  amount  in  the  beginning  of  1797, 
was  881,000  tons.  ^  . 
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of  the  subject ;  nor  did  he  believe  if  it  were  a  true 
one,  that  it  would  warrant  the  inference  which 
had  been  drawn  from  it.  It  was  said,  these  ves- 
sels would  not  give  our  trade  complete  protection; 
but  was  this  a  reason  why  it  should  not  be  pro- 
tected at  all  1  If  it  did  not  protect  it  completely, 
it  would  protect  it  to  a  certain  extent.  But.  ac- 
cording to  the  doctrine  of  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia^  because  we  could  not  provide  a  com- 
plete defence,  we  were  to  goon  without  providing 
any  defence. 

This  would  be  to  say  to  France,  "  You  may 
strip  us  of  our  property  as  you  please,  we  will  not 
resist  you ;  we  wul  not  put  you  to  tHe  expense  of 
a  considerable  armament !  therefore,  if  you  send 
three  or  four  frigates  and  sloops  or  war  on  our 
toast,  you  may  destroy  the  whole  of  our  trade ; 
for  we  are  resolved  not  to  suffer  a  single  gun  to 
be  mounted  against  you."  Was  this,  he  asked, 
a  wise  language  to  hold  to  an  enemy  ?  Was  it 
wise,  when  we  see  these  people  going  on  conquer- 
ing and  to  conquer,  and  whatever  submission  is 
made  to  them,  committing  aggression  after  ag- 
gression, to  say  to  them,  **You  may  injure  us  to 
any  extent  you  please,  we  will  not  oppose  you  ?" 
Yet  this  would  necessarily  result  from  the  course 
recommended  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia. 
If  the  sixteen  vessels  proposed  would  not  prove  an 
effectual  defence,  they  would  at  least  show  to  the 
nation  of  whose  conduct  we  complain,  that  we 
are  tiot  disposed  to  suffer  their  aggressions  with- 
out even  an  attempt  to  defend  ourselves.  And 
was  it  not  more  probable  that  that  nation  should 
desist  from  committing  injuries  against  us,  when 
she  finds  us  disposed  to  repel  them,  than  if  we  were 
to  submit  ?  He  did  not  mean  by  submission,  that 
we  should  erer  submit  to  an  invasion,  but  to  that 
kind  of  warfare  which  is  now  carrying  on  against 
•our  trade.  This  was  the  kind  of  warfare  which 
he  expected  to  be  carried  on  against  us;  for 
thouffh  we  had  provided  against  an  invasion  as  a 
possible  event,  it  could  hardly  be  considered  as  a 

F'obable  one  by  any  person.  But  we  know  that 
ranee  will  continue  to  assail  our  commerce 
while  she  can  do  it  with  impunity,  and  we  know 
her  object  in  doine  so.  This  object  was,  accord- 
ing to  her  own  decla^tion,  to  do  as  much  mis- 
chief to  her  enemy  as  possible,  at  our  expense. 
He  thought  it  wise,  therefore,  to  provide  against 
these  affgressions ;  and  though  we  cannot  give  to 
oor  trade  the  protection  that  Great  Britain  can 
j^ve  to  hers,  yet  we  can  provide  such  a  force  as 
will  make  it  troublesome  and  expensive  to  France 
to  annoy  us  to  any  considerable  extent. 

What  would  be  the  consequence  of  the  gentle- 
man's doctrine  ?  that,  inasmuch  as  the  English  can 
render  their  trade  more  secure  than  ours,  after  all 
our  efforts  to  protect  it,  we  ouffht  to  resign  our 
commerce  into  their  hands,  lock  up  our  vessels, 
and  tell  their  owners  "  we  cannot  protect  you  !" 
What  would  be  the  effect  of  such  a  conduct  and 
such  a  declaration?  Do  gentlemen  imagine  that 
the  States  where  this  great  portion  of  our  property 
18  owned,  will  sit  still  and  be  plundered  ?  Do  they 
imagine  that  it  is  within  the  power  of  human  for- 
%earance  to  sit  down  under  such  losses,  injuries, 


and  ruin,  without  an  effort  to  repel  them  ?  And 
should  we,  said  he,  look  U})on  this  destruction  of 
our  commerce  without  holding  out  a  hand  to  pro- 
tect it?  Can  we  suppose  that  the  ship-owning 
States,  which,  in  so  great  a  decree,  subsist  by 
commerce,  would  long  acquiesce  m  this  abandon- 
ment of  their  property  and  their  rights  ?  He  should 
be  sorry  to  talk  of  disunion  ',  but  if  any  measura 
could  break  the  American  people  into  two  na- 
tions, it  would  be  a  measure  like  this ;  it  would 
be  this  total  abandonment  of  one-half  of  the  Union 
and  their  property.  He  did  not  bdieve  this  was 
the  intention  of  the  gentleman  who  recommended 
this  course,  but  this  he  believed  would  be  the 
effect  of  it.  Suppose,  said  he,  we  had  an  insurrec- 
tion to  the  Southward,  and  the  people  of  the  East- 
ward were  to  say,  "  we  cannot  afford  them  assist- 
ance ;  we  have  already  been  at  great  expense  in 
assisting  them  to  fight  their  battles  against  the 
Indians.  We  can  waste  no  more  money  in  taking 
care  of  them,  or  protecting  their  property."  Would 
not  the  Southern  States  immediate^  consult  upon 
measures  for  their  own  safety  ?  No  doubt  they 
would ;  for  self-preservation  is  the  first  law  of  na- 
ture. And  could  it  be  supposed,  that  these  parts 
of  the  United  States,  which  are  so  much  interested 
in  shipping,  should  sit  down  tamely  under  their 
losses,  when  all  protebtion  is  refus^  to  them  by 
the  General  Qovernment,  on  account  of  the  ex- 
pense which  would  attend  oieasures  of  defence? 
Such  a  refui>al  would  destroy,  if  any  thing  could 
destroy,  the  peace  and  union  of  this  cotmtry. 
Thus  to  abandon  our  citizens  and  their  rights, 
would  also  destroy  every  degree  of  public  spirit 
in  the  country,  of  confidence  or  attachment  to  the 
Government,  and  introduce  a  submissive  lame- 
ness of  disposition,  which  would  prepare  the 
people  to  receive  that  foreign  yoke,  whicn  would 
soon  be  bound  upon  them. 

In  the  next  place,  it  would  have  a  most  unpro- 
pitious  effect  upon  the  trade  of  the  country  in^ 
general.  It  would  be  to  give  to  a  foreign  coimtry 
a  complete  monopol  v  of  our  commerce.  Our  ship- 
ping, consisting  of  SOOjOOO  tons  and  upwards,  must 
be  laid  up,  and  our  sailors,  amounting  to  between 
40,000  and  50,000,  would  all  pass  over  to  Eng- 
land, and  she  would  thus  obtain,  without  any  pains 
on  her  part,  what  she  was  so  anxious  to  get  in  the 
years  1775, 1776,  and  1777,  and  thus  that  wealth 
which  has  been  drawn  to  this  country  from  com- 
merce, must  be  sacrificed  for  the  future,  and  all 
hopes  of  again  carrying  on  our  trade  be  cut  oS, 
Besides,  Great  Britain  navins;  ^ot  possession  of 
our  trade,  she  will  lay  what  duaes  and  burdens 
upon  it  she  pleases,  as  thus  we  should  give  all  ottf 
commerce  to  a  nation  whose  great  commercial 
predominancy  is  at  present  complained  of,  and 
whose  restrictions  upon  our  traae  had  so  often 
been  a  subject  of  irritation  and  remonstrance. 

The  committee  were  next  told,  that  the  expense 
of  this  measure,  which  had  been  estimated  at  two. 
millions  of  dollars,  was  to  be  gone  into  for  the 
sake  of  protecting  eight  millions  of  exports.  But 
was  no  commerce  to  sail  from  our  ports  but  what 
went  to  England  ?  Might  not  our  whole  trade,  if 
not  already  included,  soon  he  included  in  some 
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confiscatiD?  decree  ?  Does  not  the  role  (Tequipcige 
relate  to  all  our  vessels  ?  And  has  not  the  nation 
of  whose  conduct  we  complaio.  the  power  to  go 
farther  with  her  aggressions  and  restrictions,  and 
dkclare  that  our  vessels  shall  go  only  to  such  ports 
as  she  pleases  ?  If  we  submit  In  one  case,  it  might 
be  expected  that  we  should  be  obliged  to  submit 
in  others.  And  unless  gentlemen  could  be  pre- 
vailed with  to  resist  the  oppressive  conduct  of  this 
nation,  he  supposed  that,  in  a  few  months,  we 
should  be  called  upon  to  submit  to  still  more 
grating  conditions ;  and  when  they  have  cut  off 
our  shipping,  driven  our  sailors,  that  great  arm  of 
our  force,  irom  the  country,  and  destroyed  our 
commerce,  and,  consequently,  our  revenue,  we 
shall  be  unable  to  support  our  Government,  much 
less  to  resist  their  nnal  aggressions.  To  know 
what  we  have  to  expect  in  such  a  case,  we  need 
only  look  to  Holland,  to  Italy,  to  Switzerland,  and 
to  Germany. 

But  is  it  just  to  say  that  all  the  trade  to  be  pro- 
tected amounts  only  to  eight  millions?  This 
would  not  be  true,  if  we  had  reference  to  England 
adone ;  for  though  only  this  amount  appeared  by 
the  estimate  to  be  sent  there,  yet  almost  the  whole 
of  oar  exports,  whether  sent  to  the  West  Indies, 
to  the  Hanse  towns,  or  to  other  places,  were  con- 
signed to  agents  or  correspondents  of  British  mer- 
chants. The  produce  of  these  exports,  being  af- 
terwards remitted  to  England,  enables  us  to  pur- 
chase the  manufactures  of  that  country,  from  the 
duties  on  which  we  derive  our  revenue.  These 
vessels  were  intended  to  protect  not  our  exports 
to  Britain  merely,  but  our  imports  from  thence, 
for  which  we  are  enabled  to  pay  by  our  exports  to 
other  countries.  But  it  might  be  expected  that 
the  French  would  next  say  to  us,  if  you  send  pro- 
duce to  Hamburg,  to  the  Baltic,  or  the  Mediterra- 
nean, it  is  only  mat  you  may  be  enabled  to  pur- 
chase British  manufactures,  and,  therefore,  we 
fbrbid  you  to  send  it  any  longer,  for  we  mean  to 
.  destroy  the  commerce  of  Britain,  and  we  are  re- 
solved that  you  shall  not  purchase  her  manufac- 
tures. He  had  no  doubt  this  would  be  her  con- 
duct. Indeed,  if  he  were  himself  in  the  Executive 
Directory,  and  hadso  far  lost  sight  of  all  morality 
and  justice,  as  to  adopt  the  system  now  pursued 
by  that  body,  he  should  be  for  following  up  the 
business  in  this  way,  as  long  as  neutral  nations 
,    would  submit  to  it. 

It  might  be  askecL  how  shall  we  hinder  them 
from  thus  acting?  He  would  answer,  by  showing 
^em  that  we  will  not  submit;  by  placing  our 
commerce  under  protection,  and  if  they  commit 
depredations  upon  us,  to  let  tnem  do  it  at  the  mouth 
of  the  cannon.  If  she  does  not  then  let  us  alone, 
we  shall  have  the  satisfaction  of  having  done  all 
we  can,  and  shall  no  longer  remain  in  a  humble, 
degraded,  and  cowardly  situation. 

But  it  was  said  that  the  sending  out  these  ves- 
sels as  convoys  might  hazard  a  war.  So  if 
France  were  to  send  a  body  of  troops  to  take  pos- 
session of  New  York  or  Philadelphia,  to  resist 
tliem  might  bring  about  a  war.  He  believed  our 
anning  ot  vessels  mig^t  have  a  tendency  to  pro- 
dnee  war ;  but  were  we  to  submit  from  this  fear? 


What,  he  asked,  could  France  get  by  war  ?  Could 
she  invade  our  country  ?  The  gentleman  from 
Virginia  says  not.  She  would  take  our  ships? 
She  now  taxes  them.  Therefore,  we  submit  to 
all  the  evils  of  war,  for  fear  of  those  evils.  This 
was  an  absurdity  which  he  was  surprised  that 
men  of  sense  should  fall  into.  Is  this  the  way  that 
nations  become  ereat  and  respectable  ?  Is  it  bj 
refusing,  through  fear  of  war,  to  protect  their 
rights?  No;  it  is  by  cultivating  a  bold  and  au- 
dacious spirit ;  a  spirit  which  will  prompt  a  na- 
tion, thoush  it  may  be  in  danger  of  getting  both 
its  arms  broken,  to  do  all  in  its  power  towards 
breaking  one  of  the  arms  of  its  enemy.  This 
spirit,  he  said,  placed  a  nation  in  greater  security 
than  the  possession  of  fleets  and  armies.  It 
was  this  dariiig  spirit  which  despises  danger,  and 
yields  to  nothing,  that  had  given  empire  to  every 
nation  which  haa  heretofore  possessed  it.  It  was 
this  very  spirit  which,  by  inducing  the  French, 
in  this  present  war,  to  hazard  all  in  the  defence 
of  their  country,  had  enabled  them  to  triumph 
over  all  the  armies  which  have  been  broughi 
against  them.  This  same  spirit  now  bears  them 
on,  conquering  and  to  conquer ;  and,  unless  re- 
sisted by  a  corresponding  spirit  in  other  nations;, 
will  shortly  spread  out  the  wings  of  their  domin- 
ion over  both  hemispheres.  It  was  the  same  spirit 
he  said,  which  enabled  a  handful  of  shepherds  ana 
robbers,  on  the  banks  of  the  Tyber,  to  become  a 
mighty  nation,  and  finally  to  triumph  over  the 
whole  earth.  It  was  not  a  little,  petty,  calcula- 
ting spirit,  that  would  shrink  at  the  expense  of  a 
few  hundred  thousand  dollars  for  the  defence  of 
its  country,  that  enabled  a  small  city,  with  a  little 
adjoining  territory,  to  resist  the  greatest  and  most 
populous  and  wealthy  monarchy  that  ever  the 
world  saw.  Indeed,  in  proportion  as  nations  pos- 
sessed, or  wanted  this  spirit,  they  conquered,  or 
were  conquered.  Money,  he  said,  could  not  be  com- 
pared to  steel ;  it  was  ot  worth  to  purchase  steel, 
but  of  no  value  without  it.  Nations  become  great 
by  the  sword,  and  not  by  the  purse ;  and,  except 
there  was  a  spirit  to  defend  property,  there  could 
be  no  security  in  the  possession  of  it.  It  was  ra- 
ther a  lure  to  invite  aggression. 

But  can  we  not  provide  the  expense,  at  which 
gentlemen  seem  so  much  alarmed  ?  Yes,  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia  admits  we  can ;  but  he  says 
it  will  be  inconvenient  to  the  people  to  pay  it.  He 
had  no  doubt  of  this.  But  would  it  not  oe  more 
inconvenient  to  the  landed  interest  to  have  our 
navigation  destroyed,  and  our  commerce  given 
over  to  a  foreign  nation,  than  to  pay  a  few  mil- 
lions of  dollars  ?  There  could  be  no  comparison 
between  the  two  cases ;  and  he  had  no  doubt  the 
good  sense  of  thb  House,  and  the  good  sense  of 
the  people  of  this  country,  would  discern  the  con- 
nexion between  commerce  and  ae riculture^  and^ 
if  the  former  were  given  up  to  destruction,  the 
latter  must  fall  into  speedy  decay.  The  agricul* 
tural  interest,  which  would  be  called  on  for  con- 
tributions for  defraying  these  expenses,  would,  he 
had  no  doubt,  easily  perceive  that  money  paid  for 
the  defence  of  commerce,  was,  in  effec^  paid  for 
the  defence  of  agriculture ;  since  it  is  commerce 
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which,  fariiishioff  a  market  for  oar  agrieoltaral 
productioDs,  and  supplying  us  in  exchange  for 
them  with  the  comforts  and  necessaries  which 
our  own  country  does  not  produce,  gires  life  and  en- 
terprise to  agriculture,  feeds  its  growth,  and  stim- 
ulates its  exertions.  Commerce  is  to  agriculture 
what  the  stomach  is  to  the  limbs ;  and  to  refuse 
protection  to  it,  for  fear  of  expense,  would  be  like 
refusing  food  to  the  human  bodj,  for  fear  of  taking 
from  the  hands  the  fruit  of  their  labor. 

The  people  of  Ammca,  he  said,  would  further 
discern  that  the  question  now  is  between  paying 
money  to  our  own  Government  for  the  protection 
of  our  rights^  and  paying  it  to  satisfy  the  rapacity 
and  injustice  of  a  foreign  Power — oetween  taxes 
levied  by  ourselves  for  our  own  defence,  and  con- 
tributions levied  by  a  foreign  foe.  If  we  refuse 
the  defence,  there  will  be  nothing  to  prevent  the 
contributions,  which,  if  not  levied  on  land,  against 
which  we  have  no  security  but  in  our  courage, 
would  be  levied  at  sea,  as  they  had  hitherto  been, 
and  to  tenfold  the  amount  of  tne  expenses  now  con- 
templated. He  had  no  doubt  of  the  choice  of  the 
House  and  the  people,  for  he  knew,  he  felt,  that 
there  was  not  a  single  American  who  would  not 
sooner  pay  ten  millions,  to  be  employed  by  our 
own  Gk»vemment  in  the  defence  of  the  country, 
than  ten  cents  as  a  contribution  to  its  enemies. 

At  this  point  the  committee  rose,  without  taking 
any  question. 


Thursday,  April  19. 

Mr.  DwiGBT  Foster,  from  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Obadiah 
Brov^n ;  which  was  twice  read,  and  committed 
for  to-morrow. 

NATURALIZATION  LAWS. 

Mr.  CoiT  called  up  for  consideration  the  reso- 
lution which  he  had  laid  upon  the  table  two  days 
ago^  on  the  subject  of  the  naturalization  law; 
wnich  being  read,  it  was  made  to  run  in  the  usual 
form^  viz :  that  the  committee,  d^.,  be  directed  to 
inquire  and  report  whether  any,  and  what,  altera- 
tions are  necessary  in  the  act,  occ. 

Mr.  SiTORBAVBs  wished  the  committee  to  have 
the  whole  subject  before  them,  in  order  that  they 
might  report  a  new  system  respecting  naturaliza- 
tion of  foreigners,  if  they  should  think  it  neces- 
sary. He  thought  our  present  situation  called  for 
vegulations  on  tnis  head ;  since,  at  a  time  when 
we  may  very  shortly  be  involved  in  war,  there  are 
an  imnfense  numlier  of  French  citizens  in  our 
country.  He  could  not  say  what  might  be  the 
proper  measures  to  be  taken  with  resj[)ect  to 
these  persons;  they  should  be  such  as  the  interest 
oi  the  country  requires;  these  might  be  to  place 
them  under  certain  regulations,  or  by  sending 
them  out  of  the  country.  He  moved  to  add  to  the 
resolution,  therefore,  the  following  words,  viz : 

«  And  ibrtbei  to  eonsider  and  report  upon  the  expe- 
diency of  eetahliBhing  by  law,  regulations  respeettng 
aliens  arriving  or  rending  within  the  United  States." 

Some  conversation  took  place  as  to  the  propri- 
etor of  letting  this  reiohition  lie  for  the  present,  on 


account  of  some  Constitutional  objections ;  but 
Mr.  Davis,  of  Kentucky,  stating  the  necessity  of 
some  regulation  of  this  kind,  from  a  fact  within 
his  own  knowledge  of  a  Frenchman  residing  in 
that  State,  who,  some  time  ago,  had  issued  a  num^ 
her  of  commissions  for  a  certain  expedition,  which 
commissions  are  yet  in  existence,  and  that  this 
person  constantly  emplovs  himself  in  alienatinj^ 
the  affections  of  the  people  of  that  State  from  thenr 
Gk»vernment ;  the  resolution  was  immediately  and 
unanimously  adopted. 

PROTECTION  OP  TRADE. 

The  House  then  ag&ioL  resolved  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  th6 
Union,  Mr.  Dent  in  the  Chain  on  the  bill  to  pro- 
vide an  additional  armament  for  the  further  pro- 
tection of  the  trade  of  the  United  States,  and  for 
other  purposes;  when  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  Mr.  Nicholas  for  striking  out  the  fourth 
section,  being  resumed, 

Mr.  Datton  (the  Speaker)  said,  that  the  fourth 
section  of  the  bill  had  never  met  his  approbation, 
and,  therefore,  although  the  motion  for  striking  it 
out  had  been  made  by  the  gentleman  from  Virgi- 
nia, and  advocated  upon  principles  very  different 
from  those  which  influenced  his  mind,  he  should 
nevertheless  vote  with  him  for  expunging  it.  He 
repeat^,  what  he  had  yesterdav  intimated,  that  ii 
it  were  possible  for  that  memper  and  himself  to 
settle  the  measure  by  compromise,  he  would  read- 
ily agree  to  give  up  the  tourth,  fifth,  sixth,  and 
seventh  sections,  which  alone  contained  the  word 
"convoy,"  so  offensive  to  that  gentleman,  and 
against  which  he  had  displayed  all  his  resent^ 
ment,  provided  the  other  four  could  be  retained. 
As,  however,  the  matter  could  not  be  settled  bv 
composition  between  them  in  this  way,  Mr.  D. 
thought  it  his  duty  to  state  his  obiections  against 
the  section,  lest,  in  voting  with  the  mover  to  ex- 
punge it,  it  might  be  supposed  that  he  acquiesced 
m  his  doctrines  and  reasoning,  than  which  nothing 
could  be  more  adverse  to  his  feelings.  To  him  k 
bad  always  appeared  that  when  the  circumstances 
of  the  country,  or  the  general  state  of  tbinp,  t^ 
quired  any  addition  to  their  armed  force,  whether 
by  land  or  sea,  it  became  the  duty  of  Congress  to 
establish  and  provide  for  it,  but  that  here  their 
powers  ceased,  and  that  they  were  stepping  be- 
yond their  proper  province  when  they  went  so  far 
(as  in  the  section  in  question)  as  to  declare  who 
shall  be  authorized  and  empowered  to  employ 
and  direct  such  force,  and  more  especially  the 
manner  in  which  it  shall  be  employed.  This  the 
Constitution  had  already  decided  by  commiuing 
to  the  President  of  the  United  States  the  com- 
mand of  the  Army  and  Navy,  to  be  directed  and 
employed  by  him  as  should  seem  best,  consistently! 
with  the  state  in  which  we  might  happen  to  be:  u 
in  peace^  consistently  with  a  state  of  peace^  and  if 
in  war,  m  furtherance  of  the  object  of  it.  He 
would  not  be  understood  as  insinuating  that  the 
right  of  declaring  war  was  not  vested  exclusively 
in  Congress;  but  that,  whether  the  declaration 
should  be  made,  or  refused  to  be  made,  the  mili- 
tary and  naval  force  was  not  the^  less  under  the 
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direction  of  the  President,  to  be  used  as  should  ap- 
pear to  be  most  likely  to  promote  the  general  wel- 
fare, having  regard  to  the  existing  state  of  things, 
whether  of  peace  or  war.  That  the  Commander- 
in-Chief  possessed  the  Constitutional  power  of 
employing  these  armed  vessels  as  convoys  in  time 
of  peace,  ne  himself  had  no  doubt,  for  he  did  not 
see  any  distinction  in  principle  between  employ- 
ing a  naval  force  to  protect  our  merchantmen  in 
the  prosecution  of  a  fair  and  lawful  trade,  or  in 
enforcing  the  observance  of  the  law  of  nations  and 
employing  the  military  in  enforcing  the  execution 
of  the  municipal  law.  It  was,  therefore,  nugatory 
to  enact,  in  the  words  of  the  section,  ^  that  the 
President  of  the  United  States  be  authorized  and 
empowered  to  employ  the  armed  vessels  as  con- 
voys," or  in  any  other  manner  for  the  purposes  of 
defence,  since  he  alreadv  possessed  that  power  and 
authority,  derived  too  trom  a  higher  source,  the 
people  and  the  Constitution.  It  might,  indeed,  be 
worse  than  nugator^r,  it  might  be  of  dangerous 
precedent,  and  considered  as  carrying  a  strong 
implication  that,  without  this  law.  he  could  have 
no  such  authority,  and  very  naturallv  too,  for  why 
else  should  it  become  the  subject  of  legislation,  if 
an  act  of  Congress  was  necessary  in  this  instance, 
as  the  section  certainly  implied,  then,  Mr.  D.  said, 
thev  must  go  further,  and  authorize  the  President 
by  law  also  to  employ  the  land  forces  in  covering 
escorts  of  provision  and  clothing  through  the  In- 
dian country  to  some  of  our  advanced  posts,  which 
could  not  be  approached  without  passing  through 
Indian  territory,  or  to  employ  our  armed  vessels  m 
convoying  supplies  across  the  lakes  to  other  posts ; 
for,  in  the  navi^tion  of  these  as  of  the  ocean,  we 
had  not  the  exclusive  right,  but  other  Powers  par- 
ticipated. Upon  neither  of  these  occasions,  nad 
this  new  doctrine  been  broached,  and  yet  in  prin- 
ciple they  were  certainly  analogous,  for  in  both 
oases,  but  especially  the  latter,  nostilities  might 
ensue  upon  the  armed  force  protecting  what  was 
under  its  char^^e,  and  war  might  be  the  conse- 
quence. Convmced  as  he  was  that  the  section 
could  convey  not  a  tittle  of  power  to  the  President, 
but  that,  if  adopted,  it  mignt  be  thought  to  estab- 
^sh  a  principle,  the  extent  and  effects  of  which 
could  not  but  be  injurious,  he  trusted  that  it  would 
be  rejected.  If  this  should  be  the  case,  and  gen- 
tlemen were  rather  disposed  to  retain  than  to  strike 
out  the  succeeding  three,  merely  that  thejr  might 
serve  as  regulations  for  any  convoys  which  the 
President  should  grant,  he  snould  take  the  liberty 
of  movinff  to  amend  the  fifth  section  by  prefixing 
to  it  the  following,  viz : 

**  And  be  it  enacted,  ^  That  if  the  President  of  the 
United  States  should  think  proper  to  direct  all  or  any 
part  of  the  naval  force  hereinbefore  provided,  to  serve 
as  convoyB,  the  following  rules,  regulations,  and  restric- 
tions, be  observed,  viz. " 

With  this  amendment  the  three  succeeding  sec- 
tions would  very  properly  be  incorporated,  and  be- 
come one,  because  they  were  regulatory  merely  in 
case  of  convoys  being  granted,  and  not  directory 
as  to  the  ^rantin£|^  them,  whicn  should  be  discre- 
tionary with  the  President  alone. 

Mr.  Gallatin  said,  the  gentleman  from  New 


Jersey  had  taken,  this  day,  the  same  ground  whieh 
he  took  yesterday  on  this  subject,  viz :  That  the 
section  ought  to  oe  struck  out,  because  the  Con- 
stitution had  already  placed  the  power  in  the  hands 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States  of  applying 
and  employing  any  naval  force  which  may  we 
raised  by  law,  in  such  manner  as  he  thinks  fit, 
according  to  the  state  in  which  the  country  may 
be  in  at  the  time. 

Mr.  G.  did  not  think  this  principle  was  recog^ 
nised  by  our  laws.  In  the  law  for  completing, 
manninff,  and  equipping  for  sea  the  three  frigates, 
it  is  said,  "the  President  shall  have  power  to  em- 
ploy the  frigates,"  an  expression  which  could  not 
have  been  made  use  of  had  it  been  supposed  that 
the  President  had  a  right  to  employ  them  in  any 
manner  whatever,  by  power  derived  from  the 
Consti  tution .  He  believed  this  opinion  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  Jersey  arose  from  confounding 
two  distinct  ideas,  viz :  the  Constitutional  power 
of  the  President  as  Commander-in-Chief  to  com- 
mand, and  the  Legislative  application  of  any  force 
which  may  be  raised  by  the  United  States.  There 
is,  said  he,  an  essential  distinction  between  the 
power  to  command  and  the  application  of  a  force. 
To  command  is  certainly  subordinate  to  applying 
the  force.  The  President  of  the  United  States  is 
Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Militia  of  the  Uni- 
ted States ;  but  when  that  Militia  is  raised,  it  is 
to  be  applied  in  a  manner  specifically  directed  bj 
law.  It  is  true  that,  vnthin  our  own  territory,  it 
is  in  the  power  of  tne  President  to  grant  escorts, 
or  convoys,  for  the  exportation  of  any  provisions 
from  one  part  of  the  United  States  to  another. 
But  these  convoys  are  of  a  different  nature  from 
convoys  at  sea.  The  reason  is  very  obvious. 
The  one  is  within  our  own  territory,  wherein  we 
have  exclusive  jurisdiction,  where  no  interrup- 
tion can  take  place,  except  from  an  invading  ene- 
my ;  but,  over  the  sea  we  have  no  such  jurisdic- 
tion. The  sea  is  common  property,  and,  being 
so,  we  have  rights  at  sea ;  but  other  nations  have 
also  rights  there,  and  our  armed  vessels  meet  there 
armed  and  unarmed  vessels,  some  rights  involved 
in  which  have  given  rise  to  questions  of  the  most 
delicate  nature. 

Besides,  if  this  power  of  granting  convoys  in 
the  President  be  taken  for  granted,  and  that  he 
has  a  right  to  grant  convoys  under  our  present 
circumstances,  a  distinction  must  be  assumed, 
which  is  not  recognised  in  the  Constitution,  viz: 
between  the  power  of  making  war,  and  the  power 
of  committinfi^  hostility.  Because  it  neg^sarily 
results  from  tne  power  of  granting  convoys,  that 
the  President  has  also  the  power  of  authorizing 
the  commission  of  hostilities.  Convoys  are  granted 
for  the  protection,  by  force^  of  our  trade,  and  anr 
attack  is  hostility ;  and  until  the  distinction  whicn 
he  had  mentioned  was  assumed,  it  was  impossible 
to  allow  that  the  President  had  any  such  power. 

The  committee  had  been  told  that  the  right  of 
grantin^^  convoys,  is  a  right  which  belongs  to  neo 
tral  nations ;  and  the  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 
lina has  given  the  same  right  which  exists  in  the 
ELings  of^Sweden  and  Denmark  to  employ  con- 
voys to  the  President  of  the  United  States.    Sup- 
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posing  the  premises  lo  be  true,  all  that  cpuld  be 
coocluded  from  those  examples  was,  that  the  soy- 
ereignty  of  a  neutral  nation  had  a  right  to  erant 
convoys;  and  therefore  that  Congress,  and  not 
the  President,  had  that  right  here. 

The  aueslion  of  granting  convoys  is  one  of  the 
most  delicate  nature  that  could  come  before  Con- 
gress. The  motion  made  yesterday  was  made 
with  a  view^of  deciding  that  question.  The  gen- 
tleman from  New  Jersey,  taking  it  for  granted  that 
the  power  of  granting  convovs  resides  in  the  Pre- 
sident, is  desirous  also  of  striking  out  this  section. 
If  this  section  was  struck  out,  then  the  motion 
would  return  on  the  5th  section,  which  he  hoped 
would  be  struck  out,  and  supersede  the  amend- 
ment which  the  gentleman  from  New  Jersey  said 
it  was  his  intention  to  make.  As  there  seemed 
to  be  a  pretty  general  coitsent  to  strike  out  the  '4th 
section,  he  would  not  detain  the  committee  any 
longer  at  present.  His  only  object  in  rising  was 
to  say  that  he  differed  altogether  in  opinion  from 
the  s€ntleman  from  New  Jersey  as  to  the  power 
of  the  President  in  relation  to  convoys. 

Mr.  SfiWALL  said,  it  could  not  be  expected  that 
those  parts  of  the  country  which  principally  de- 
pended upon  commerce,  would  readily  consent  to 
the  abandonment  of  commerce  altc^ether;  but 
whatever  the  intentions  of  gentlemen  were,  their 
arguments  went  that  length.  It  is  true,  that  when 
we  shall  enjoy  a  state  of  peace,  and  commerce 
shall  want  no  attention,  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 

finia  proposes  to  attend  to  it.  He  did  not  believe, 
owever,  that  Congress  would  consent  thus  to 
act  towards  their  commercial  citizens. 

As  to  the  right  of  the  President  to  employ  con- 
Toys,  he  would  make  some  observations  on  that 
point.  By  the  Constitution  he  is  made  the  Com- 
mander-in-Chief of  the  Armv  and  Navy  of  the 
United  States.  Congress  had  seldom  had  naval 
subjects  before  them;  but  with  respect  to  the 
Aj'mVj  he  believed  no  instance  had  ever  occurred 
in  which  the  President  had  been  directed  to  em- 
ploy, or  restricted  from  employing,  the  armed 
force  in  any  particular  manner. 

The  gentleman  last  up  had  applied  himself  to 
the  act  respecting  the  frigates.  He  allowed  that 
tkat  act  says  the  frigates  shall  be  manned  and 
employed ;  out  it  does  not  say  how.  By  directing 
them  to  be  emploved,  it  was  shown  that  they  were 
not  intended  to  be  stationed  within  the  United 
States.  The  word  mi^ht  perhaps  be  unnecessary. 
Bat  it  was  at  that  time  attempted  to  insert  a 
clause  in  the  act  which  should  nave  obliged  the 
President  to  confine  the  employment  of  the  ves- 
sels within  the  jurisdiction  of  tne  United  States. 
Thb  failed ;  but  did  the  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
Tania  then  doubt  that  the  President  had  the  power 
of  employing  the  fric^ates  when  and  where  he 
pleased  ?    He  believed  he  did  not. 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  admits  that 
the  President,  from  being  Commander-in-Chief, 
has  a  right  to  grant  convoys;  but  he  says  they  are 
to  be  confined  to  our  own  territory.  So  that  no 
regard  is  to  be  had  to  our  commercial  citizens,  or 
to  the  commerce  of  the  United  States.  Our  citi- 
zens going  without  the  territory  of  the  United 


States,  are  to  be  no  longer  objects  of  our  atten- 
tion ;  our  vessels,  though  they  carry  with  them 
papers  showing  them  to  be  the  ships  of  the  United 
States,  it  was  to  be  understood  that  no  protection 
could  be  afforded  to  them  as  such ;  being  once  at 
a  certain  distance  from  the  United  States,  our 
citizens  were  to  be  abandoned  to  the  elements,  or 
to  the  hostility  of  mankind,  wherever  they  went 
If  this  was  tne  intention  of  Government,  that 
when  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  go  aoroad, 
they  are  to  be  out  of  the  protection  of  Gk)vern- 
ment,  and  that  they  are  to  be  attended  to  only 
within  the  lines  of  our  own  jurisdiction,  this 
should  be  thoroughly  and  perfectly  understood, 
that  protection  might  be  sought  elsewhere. 

Mr.  Datton  said,  that  he  wished  to  bring  to 
the  remembrance  of  the  member  from  Pennsyl- 
vania and  of  the  committee,  a  section  very  simi- 
lar to  this  contained  in  a  bill  ^'  for  providing  a 
naval  force,"  which  was  sent  from  the  Senate  to 
the  House  during  the  last  session.  It  would  be 
recollected,  that  he  had  then  moved  to  strike  it 
out,  for  the  very  reasons  which  he  now  suggested 
against  the  section  under  consideration,  and  they 
were  very  generally  acquiesced  in,  and  the  motion 
carried  by  a  large  majority.  It  was  true  that  the 
Senate  did  not  at  first  accede  to  the  amendment, 
but  upon  a  conference  beine  had,  in  which  the 
principles  that  influenced  the  amendment  were 
explained,  they  receded,  and  the  section  was  re- 
jected. He  here  read  the  section  from  the  bill  as 
It  originally  came  from  the  Senate,  expressly 
"  authorizing  the  President  to  employ  the  naval 
force  in  such  manner  as  the  general  interests 
might  require,"  and  repeated  the  assertion  that  it 
was  a  power  which  Congress  could  neither  give 
nor  take  away,  and  they  nad,  on  the  former  occa^ 
sion  alluded  to,  so  considered  and  decided  iL  As 
to  the  word  "employed,"  which  the  gentleman 
had  discovered  in  the  act  that  was  passed,  and  on 
which  he  placed  some  reliance  as  supporting  his 
doctrine,  it  could  only  be  considered  as  directing 
more  fully  their  complete  equipment  for  service, 
and  that  the  ships  should  be  put  in  commission 
for  sea,  iii  contradistinction  to  their  being  laid  up 
in  ordinary.  But  it  was  observable,  too,  that  the 
general  term  only  was  used,  and  that  no  expres- 
sion was  found  in  the  law  prescribing,  as  was 
contended  for  in  the  present  instance,  the  particu- 
lar manner  and  service  in  which  they  should  be 
employed. 

Mr.  Nicholas  said,  it  appeared  strange^  that, 
when  gentlei^en  were  agreeid  as  to  the  thing  to 
be  done,  they  should  disagree  so  widely  in  weir 
reasons  for  doing  it.  The  words  which  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  Jersey  had  stated  to  be  struck 
out  in  the  frigate  bill,  were  struck  out  because 
they  were  absurd  and  unnecessary,  because  nobody 
denied  that  the  President  had  the  power  of  em- 

Eloying  vessels  within  our  own  jurisdiction ;  but 
e  would  tell  the  sentleman  what  was  the  inten- 
tion of  inserting  the  clause  for  restricting  their 
use.  It  was  to  prevent  the  operation  of  a  senti- 
ment which  gave  to  the  President  all  power,  and 
this  question  was  finally  negatived  by  one  rote 
only,  from  motives  (^accommodation* 
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That  commerce  may  be  protected  in  a  time  of 
peace  nobody  denied ;  but  except  such  protection 
was  authorized  by  CoDgress,  and  the  peace  of  this 
country  was  lost  by  the  measure,  the  President 
would  be  justly  chargeable  with  having  lost  it. 
Mr.  N.  asked  if  there  were  no  intervening  acts 
between  'a  state  of  peace  and  a  state  of  war? 
And  that  if  the  President  had  the  power  to  do 
acts,  the  event  of  which  must  be  war,  he  had  not 
liie  power  of  making  war  ?  This  power,  he  in- 
sisted, was  included  in  the  right  to  grant  convoys ; 
for  except  searches  were  to  be  resisted,  the  convoy 
would  be  of  no  use ;  and  if  they  were  to  be  re- 
sisted, war  must  be  the  consequence. 

Mr.  N.  said  he  was  not  surprised  at  the  doctrine 
of  the  gentleman  from  New  Jersey,  as  it  was  in 
perfect  conformity  to  that  which  he  held  the  other 
day  with  respect  to  the  Military  EstaUishment. 
Because  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  then 

SLve  his  opinion,  as  to  the  force  of  the  country, 
e  gentleman  from  New  Jersey  charged  him  wim 
arroffating  to  himself  the  command  of  the  Army. 
So  that,  u  the  President  were  so  to  employ  the 
military  force  as  to  leave  a  district  of  the  country 
wholly  naked  and  unprotected,  the  Legislature 
were  not  to  inquire  into  the  sufficiency  of  the 
force  of  the  country,  because  that  gentleman 
would  tell  them  they  were  arrogating  the  com- 
mand of  the  Army.  For  his  own  part,  he  never 
did  see  a  case  in  which  it  was  more  necessarv  for 
the  Legislature  to  act  than  the  present,  nor  where, 
if  they  did  not  act,  more  responsibility  would  be 
thrown  upon  the  President. 

The  question  was  put  and  carried,  without  a 
division,  for  striking  out  the  4th  section. 

After  the  question  was  carried  tor  striking  out 
the  4th  section — 

Mr.  Davton  rose  to  move  the  promised  amend- 
ment to  the  5th  section,  by  introducing  immedi- 
ately after  the  words  "Be  it  enacted,  Ac."  the 
following,  viz:  "That  if  the  President  of  the 
United  States  should  think  proper  to  employ  any 
part  of  the  naval  force  herem  before  directed,  as 
convoys,  the  following  rules,  regulations,  and  re- 
strictions be  observed,  namely,"  dbc.  This  would 
very  properlyr,  in  his  opinion,  precede  the  5th,  6th. 
and  7th  sections,  which  should  be  incorporatea 
into  one,  if  the  committee  were  disposed  to  retain 
them  in  the  bill;  but  he  acknowledged,  for  his 
own  part,  that  he  should  prefer  the  striking  out  of 
these  also,  and  he  suggested  this  modification  to 
be  adopted  in  the  event  of  a  majority  being  found 
«  to  vote  against  expunging  them. 

Mr.  Nicholas  supposed  that  the  striking  out  of 
the  4th  section  had  determined  this  question.  He 
could  not  conceive  how  this  amendment  could  be 
necessary,  if,  according  to  the  gentleman's  own 
omnion,  the  President  nas  the  power  to  employ 
these  vessels  as  he  pleases.  He  thought  that  gen- 
ifemen  ought  to  be  for  striking  out  the  whole  sec- 
tion, as  it  is  directory  to  the  President  how  he 
shall  employ  convoys. 

Mr.  Dayton  said,  the  adoption  of  the  amend- 
ment he  had  proposed  was  not,  as  the  member 
from  Virginia  insinuated)  inconsistent  with  the 
doctrines  he  had  held  as  to  the  impropriety  of  di- 


recting Jby  law,  by  whom  and  in  what  way  the 
naval  force  should  be  employed.  If  amended  as 
proposed,  the  bill  would  not  be  directory  to  the 
President  to  use  the  ships  as  convoys,  but  only 
regulatory  upon  the  commanders  and  upon  the 
masters  of  merchantmen  who  might  apply  to  be 
taken  under  convoy.  They  must  produce  certain 
papers  before,  ana  do  certain  things  after,  they 
were  admittea  to  such  protection,  and  some  doubt 
might  possibly  arise  with  some  of  the  captains  of 
the  private  vessels,  whether  they  were  bound  in 
strictness  to  obey  tne  regulations  without  a  legis- 
lative act. 

Mr.  Nicholas  said,  there  must  be  some  miscon-^ 
ception  in  the  business,  for  it  was  his  opinion  that 
the  gentleman  from  New  Jersey  had  not  read, 
and  did  not  understand,  the  clause ;  and,  when 
the  committee  hear  it  read,  he  believed  they 
would  be  of  the  same  opinion.  That  gentleman 
says  the  section  is  for  the  regulation  of  merchant 
vessels ;  he  (Mr.  N.)  said  it  was  for  the  regula- 
tion of  convoys.    Mr.  N.  read  it,  as  follows ; 

"  That  no  merchant  vessel  bound  from  a  port  of  the 
United  States  shall  be  taken  under  the  protection  and 
convoy  of  any  public  armed  vesael,  which  is  destined  to 
any  place  that  is  besieged,  blockaded,  or  invested ;  nor, 
unless  satisfactory  evidence  is  produced  to  the  CoUeo- 
tor,  inrevions  to  her  dq>arture,  that  the  vessel  and  cargo 
are  oonafidt  the  property  of  a  citizen  or  dtisens  of  the 
United  States;  and,  if  bound  to  the  ports  of  one  of  As 
belligerent  Pow«n,  that  no  goods,  wares,  or  meEchan- 
dise,  contraband  by  the  general  law  of  nations,  or  by 
anv  treaty  to  which  the  United  States  are  a  par^,  are 
laden  on  board  the  same.  Duplicate  certificates  iS.  this 
effect,  ascertaining  the  nature  and  quati^  of  the  cargo, 
shall  be  fiimiahed  by  the  Collector  of  the  district  where 
the  cargo  was  laden,  one  of  which  shall  be  delivered  to 
the  commanding  officer  of  the  convoy,  and  the  other 
retained  by  the  captain  of  the  merchant  vessels.  And 
in  cases  where  merchant  vessels  of  the  United  States 
are  to  be  taken  under  convoy,  bound  from  foreign  ports, 
certificates  of  the  same  nature,  including  the  same  pro- 
visions, shall  be  obtained  from  the  Consul  resident  at 
sQch  ports,  one  of  which  shall  be  delivered  to  the  com» 
mander  of  the  convoy,  and,  if  no  Consul  should  be 
established  at  such  port,  then  certificates  containing 
evidence  of  a  like  nature,  attested  by  two  witnesses, 
and  taken  before  a  judge,  magistrate,  or  notaiy  puUie, 
shall  be  jHrocured." 

Mr.  Otis  was  in  favor  of  the  motion.  He  had, 
however,  no  doubt  that,  if  the  section  was  strucK 
out,  it  would  still  be  in  the  power  of  the  Presi- 
dent to  employ  the  vessels  as  he  should  think  pro- 
per; and  he  could  see  no  contradiction  between 
this  amendment  and  the  declaration  of  die  sren- 
tleman  from  New  Jersey ;  for,  although  the  Pre- 
sident of.  the  United  States  may  have  the  right, 
as  Commander-in-chief,  when  vessels  are  armed, 
to  employ  them  as  convoys,  yet  it  does  not  follow 
that  the  Legislature  shall  not  point  out  the  parti- 
cular manner  in  which  they  shall  be  employed, 
and  under  what  restrictions  convoys  shall  orsnall 
not  be  granted.  The  President  is  Commander- 
in-Chief  of  the  Army,  and  of  the  Militia  when 
called  out,  but  Congress  might,  nevertheless,  di- 
rect the  use  of  them.  He  believed,  therefore,  it 
would  be  equally  proper  to  leavfi^the  emj^oyment 
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of  these  vessels  wholly  to  the  President,  or  to  di- 
rect them  to  he  employed  as  convoys.  The  ques- 
tion recm^,  whether  it  is  expedient  to  introduce 
these  regulations?  and,  for  his  own  part,  he 
thought  them  proper. 

In  our  present  relation  with  France,  it  was  his 
opinion  that  the  treaty  hetween  the  two  countries 
must  be  considered  as  annulled,  by  repeated  and 
gross  violations  on  her  jjart.  Whilst  the  treaty 
was  in  existence,  a  certain  mode  of  search  was 
directed ;  but  the  subject  was  now  left  at  large, 
and  some  doubts  might  arise  whether  captains  of 
vessels  should  now  submit  to  a  search.  His 
opinion  was,  that  every  attempt  made  by  a  French 
armed  vessel  to  search  our  merchant  vessels  ou^ht 
to  be  resisted  with  force.  But,  if  this  limitation 
was  not  prescribed,  the  President  would,  perhaps, 
feel  himself  under  an  obligation  to  grant  convoys 
only  under  certain  restrictions,  ana  cases  might 
occur  in  which  the  captain  or  a  convoy  would 
not  suffer  a  vessel  under  his  care  to  be  search^. 
He  thought  it  better  to  take  away  this  obstacle  of 
search  sutogether,  that  our  convoys  might  sail 
boldly  through  the  ocean,  and  resist  every  attack 
made  upon  our  trade. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  said,  he  should  be  for  striking  out 
this  section  altogether.  Had  this  proposition  for 
convoys  come  forward  during  their  extraordinary 
session,  he  should  then  have  voted  against  it,  be- 
cause he  then  considered  peace  as  within  our 
gras|).  But  he  should  be  against  anything  beinff 
said  in  this  bill  about  convoys,  as  nothing  had 
heen  said  about  convoys  in  the  frigate  bill.  If  a 
war  took  place,  (and  we  must  soon  either  have  a 
war  or  a  treaty  with  France,)  some  of  the  direc- 
tions given  in  this  section  for  the  employment  of 
the  vessels  would  not  be  suitable  to  such  a  state 
of  things;  and,  if  a  treaty  could  be  accomplished, 
convoys  would  be  unnecessary.  It  was  useless, 
he  said,  to  place  things  in  this  half-way  between 
peace  and  war.  The  subject  was  taken  up  as  a 
measure  of  defence,  but  it  might  soon  become  a 
measure  of  offence.  He  wished  to  strike  out 
everything  which  relates  to  convoys. 

Mr.  Harper  did  not  think  it  oi  much  import- 
ance whether  these  sections  were  retained  or  not. 
He  was.  however,  most  in  favor  of  the  mode  point- 
ed out  oy  the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  as  he 
conceived  the  right  of  employing  these  vessels  as 
he  pleased  was  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Presi- 
dent by  the  Constitution,  and  he  believed  he  did 
not  want  the  instructions  of  this  House  how  he 
was  to  employ  them.  Whilst  we  remain  at  peace, 
(if  we  could  be  considered  in  such  a  state  at  this 
time,)  he  would  doubtless  adopt  all  those  regula- 
tions which  should  not  interfere  with  a  state  of 
peace;  and,  if  that  state  of  things  should  be 
changed,  he  would  also  change  nis  mode  of 
acting. 

Mr.  Datton  was  happy  to  find  that  very  many 
members  concurred  witn  him  in  opinion  that  the 
power  of  employing  these  vessels,  as  he  thought 
proper,  was  vested  m  the  President  of  the  United 
States.  Finding  this  to  be  the  case,  he  would 
iKrithdraw  his  motion,  and  be  in  favoi  of  striking 
out  the  5th,  6th^  and  7th  sections. 


As  to  the  member  from  Virginia  not  under- 
standing him.  he  did  not  wish  to  be  understood 
by  that  gentleman,  but  by  the  committee;  for, 
when  he  was  urging  arguments  in  favor  of  his 
own  motion  to  strike  out  the  4th  section,  that  gen- 
tleman represented  him  as  arguing  against  it 

The  5th,  6th,  and  7th  sections  were  thenatruak 
out,  without  opposition. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  now  moved  to  strike  out  sizteeii 
Tthe  number  of  vessels  to  be  employred)  in  thm 
nrst  section,  for  the  purpose  of  inserting  twelve^ 
He  did  not  make  this  motion,  he  said,  because  ha 
thought  sixteen  too  many,  but  because  he  did  nol 
believe  we  could,  in  any  moderate  time,  put  in 
force  more  than  twelve.    He  took  up  this  idea 
from  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  now  ea 
the  table,  which  stated  that  cannon  could  not  be 
procured  for  the  two  revenue  cutters  during  the 
recess  of  Congress;   because,  also,  he  thought 
there  would  be  some  difficulty  in  procuring  a  su^ 
ficiency  of  men  to  man  the  three  frigates  and 
twelve  of  these  vessels ;  and  because  he  thought 
this  number  of  vessels,  with  proper  exertions, 
might  be  purchased  and  got  to  sea  m  two  moatht 
from  the  passing  of  the  law.    When  he  said  this, 
he  meant  that  application  should  be  made  to  the 
different  ports  in  tne  Union,  where  he  apprehend* 
ed  these  vessels  might  be  met  with,  and  such  as 
were  calculated  for  the  purpose.    He  woul4  stale 
such  a  division  of  this  force  as  would  appear  to 
him  proper.    At  Salem,  he  supposed,  one  of  these 
vessels  might  be  got  ready ;  at  Boston,  one' of  the 
large  and  one  of  the  small  size;  at  Newport,  one 
of  the  largest  size ;  at  New  York,  Phikdelphia, 
and  Baltimore,  one  of  each  size ;  one  at  Norfolk, 
of  either  of  the  two  sizes ;  and  one  at  Chazlestoa. 
At  Baltimore,  he  knew  that  one  of  his  ooostitur 
ents  had  for  sale  a  vessel  in  every  respect  suited 
to  carry  cwenty-two  or  twenty-four  guns,  a  prime 
sailer,  and  which  might  be  got  ready  for  sea  ia 
six  or  eight  weeks.    This  was  the  mode  which 
he  contemplated  following;  for  if  the  vessels  were 
to  be  built  it  would  require  a  year  to  get  them 
ready,  and  then  perhaps  they  inight  not  be  weal- 
ed.   He  was  for  that  Kind  of  force  which  could 
be  got  without  delay ;  and  he  also  wished  to  pre* 
vide  such  as  should  not  too  much  exhaust  our  re- 
sources.   Money,  he  said,  was  defence;  opprns 
our  money  resources,  and  the  whole  system  will 
be  oppressed. 

Mr.  Sewall  was  sorrv  to  differ  in  o]Hnion  with 
a  ffentleman  whose  conduct  in  joining  heartily  in 
enecting  measures  for  the  defence  of  our  country, 
since  his  conviction  from  the  late  despatches  with 
respect  to  the  danger  of  our  situation,  must  have 
afforded  great  satisfaction  to  the  public.  The 
gentleman  from  Maryland  is  for  limiting  the  forc^ 
not  because  he  does  not  believe  it  to  be  necessary, 
but  because  he  is  of  opinion  more  cannot  be  got 
ready  in  time  to  be  of  service.  He  has  enume- 
rated the  ports  at  which  he  supposes  vessels  may 
be  obtained ;  but  he  has  omiUed  a  number  at 
which  the  remaining  four  vessels  might  be  sap- 
plied.  He  did  not  mention  Newburyport,  wkm 
the  frigate  Alliance  (one  of  the  best  m  the  seri- 
vice)  was  built  in  the  late  war.    In  that  nei^ 
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borhood,  he  doabted  not,  all  the  four  vessels  might 
be  supplied.  But  Portsmouth  was  also  omitted,  at 
which  place  there  lie  materials  which  were  pur- 
chased lor  the  frigates  in  the  year  1794,  equal  to 
the  building  of  one  of  these  vessel?.  Portland 
was  also  omitted ;  so  that  nothing  would  be  more 
easy  than  to  supply  the  deficiency.  As  to  our 
means  with  respect  to  money,  he  believed  there 
was  a  spirit  existing  in  the  country  on  this  occa- 
sion which  would  provide  the  means  of  our  de- 
fence ;  and  he  believed  our  resources  could  not 
be  better  applied  than  in  procuring  sixteen  of  these 
vessels. 

Mr.  JosiAH  Parker  seconded  the  motion  in 
favor  of  twelve  vessels,  not  because  he  thought 
sixteen  was  too  many,  but  because  he  thought  it 
better  to  agree  to  sucn  a  force  as  could  immedi- 
atelv  be  got  ready.  He  believed  that  more  men 
could  not  easily  he  got  than  would  man  the  three 
frigates  and  twelve  of  these  vessels,  and  it  would 
be  doubtful  whether  arms  could  be  got  for  more. 
He  thought  it  would  be  well,  however,  to  cause 
the  additional  frigates  to  be  built,  many  of  the 
materials  for  which  bein^  on  hand.  He  had  no 
doubt  twelve  vessels  might  be  immediately  got. 
He  had  authority  to  say  tnat,  in  one  hundred  days, 
two  vessels  of  twenty  guns  each  could  be  built  at 
Norfolk.  Mr.  P.  regretted  that  we  had  occasion 
to  rai;ie  this  force.  He  had,  before  things  came 
to  the  present  crisis,  thought  it  would  have  been 
well  to  have  shut  ourselves  up  from  European 
broils ;  but  he  was  now  convinced  of  the  necessi- 
ty of  placing  ourselves  in  a  posture  of  defence ; 
and  when  he  recollected  we  had  800,000  tons  of 
shipping,  and  between  40,000  and  50,000  sailors, 
who,  at  fifteen  dollars  a  month,  earn  $9,000,000  a 
year,  and  who  will,  without  the  proposed  protec- 
tion, be  thrown  upon  the  wide  world,  and  proba- 
Ut  be  driven  out  of  their  country,  ana  the  capital 
which  employs  them  be  lost,  he  was  desirous  of 
taking  sucn  measures  as  would  produce  the  best 
and  most  prompt  defence. 

Mr.  Brooks  was  in  favor  of  the  larger  num- 
ber. He  did  not  think  the  objections  to  it  well 
founded.  The  gentlemen  from  Virgina  and  Ma- 
ryland acknowledge  that  twelve  vessels  can  be 
procured  within  a  few  months ;  and,  if  so,  there 
could  not  be  great  difficulty  in  getting  four  more. 
To  the  places  mentioned  at  which  vessels  could 
be  procured  might  be  added  Hudson.  With  re- 
anoeot  to  the  guns,  they  were  a  mere  bagatelle. 
There  would  be  no  difficulty  in  obtaining  nine- 
pounders. 

Mr.  Qallatin  was  in  favor  of  the  smaller  num- 
ber. He  did  not  think  they  could  be  employed 
upon  any  rational  plan  as  convoys,  considering 
the  extent  of  our  coast  and  tonnage  ;  but,  in  case 
of  war,  they  might  be  used  along  our  coast  to 
drive  off  privateers.  In  that  case,  although  a  lar- 
ger number  than  sixteen  might  be  wanted,  yet  the 
twelve,  with  the  three  frigates,  would  be  as  many 
as  our  resources  could  conveniently  meet  the  ex- 
penses of.  He  should  therefore  be  m  favor  of  that 
number.  He  stated  the  expense  of  this  arma- 
ment, according  to  the  estimate  of  the  Secretary 
of  War,  to  be  at  the  rate  of  $100,000  for  each 


vessel,  and  referred  to  the  expenses  already  in- 
currea,  and  to  be  incurred,  for  our  internal  de- 
fence, in  order  to  show  that  twelve  would  be  as 
many  as  could  be  conveniently  provided  for  at 
present. 

Mr.  J.  Williams  was  in  favor  of  the  amend- 
ment, because  he  thought  twelve  vessels  more 
than  sufficient.  There  could  be  no  doubt  that 
any  number  might  be  built  and  purchased ;  but 
it  was  necessary  to  consider  where  the  immedi- 
ate resources  could  be  found  to  pay  for  them. 
$340,000  were  already  provided  for  our  fortifica- 
tions, which  he  thought  too  much;  also^  twelve 
companies  of  artillery,  which  were,  in  his  opin- 
ion, four  companies  too  many.  $900,000  had 
been  appropriated  for  cannon,  arms,  d&c.,  though 
he  thought  $600,000  would  have  been  suJfficient ; 
and  the  committee  were  now  called  upon  to  vote 
for  sixteen  vessels,  when  he  thought  half  the  num- 
ber might  suffice.  They  had  been  told  that  our 
revenue  would  be  found  equal  to  every  expense  j 
but  to  make  it  so,  they  had  abo  been  told  that  the 
landed  interest  must  be  called  upon  for  three,  four, 
or  five  millions  of  dollars  a  year.  He  knew  the 
landed  property  of  this  country  was  equal  to  anv 
expense,  and  in  case  of  a  war  (which  God  forbid) 
both  money  and  personal  service  would  be  cheer- 
fully afforded ;  but  when  farmers  were  called  upon 
to  pay  their  money,  they  would  inquire  into  the 
propriety  of  this  and  that  appropriation.  They 
would  inquire  into  the  business  of  the  frigates, 
and  ask  how  many  revenue  cuttep  we  have.  He 
had  heard  nothing  said  of  them.  If  war  was  to 
take  place  we  should  want  floating  batteries,  gun- 
boats, and  the  like,  for  the  defence  of  our  ports 
and  narbors.  The  question  was,  whether  these 
vessels  were  to  be  considered  as  for  the  defence  of 
our  seacoast  only,  or  as  for  convoys.  If  for  the 
latter,  neither  sixteen  nor  six  and  thirty  would 
be  sufficient ;  but  for  the  protection  of  tne  coast, 
and  partial  convoys,  he  thought  eight,  with  the 
three  frigates  and  cutters,  woiud  be  adequate.  It 
was  of  no  use  to  say  vessels  could  be  built  here 
and  there,  he  would  purchase  those  already  built, 
and  perhaps  it  would  be  proper  to  direct  six  or 
eieht  others  built  with  the  materials  on  hand. 

it  was  true  that  our  shipping  amounts  to  about 
800.000  tons,  or  perhaps,  deducting  for  captures, 
it  may  be  reduced  to  700,000,  and  that  our  sea- 
men amount  to  40,000  or  50,000,  a  great  part  of 
which  property  and  men  would  be  thrown  out  of 
employment,  ir  protection  in  some  measure  was  not 
afforded  to  our  commerce ;  but  he  also  knew  that 
several  seamen  of  the  Eastern  States,  finding  their 
employment  of  late  precarious,  had  settled  as 
farmers  in  his  neighborhood,  and  after  a  little  time 
were  among  the  ^st  farmers  in  the  country.  He 
thought  it  probable  that  others  might  take  the 
same  course. 

As  to  the  commerce  of  this  country,  he  thought 
it  had  been  extended  too  far.  As  an  agricultur- 
ist, he  would  go  all  reasonable  lengths  in  the  pro^ 
tection  of  commerce ;  but  when  that  commerce 
becomes  so  unwieldy  that  it  is  not  possible  to  pro- 
tect one-fourth  of  it,  he  could  not  go  to  the  lengths 
that  some  gentlemen  were  desirous  of  going  fbr 
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the  protectioD  of  it.  Nearly  five  millioDs  of  draw- 
back were  last  year  allowed  to  the  merchants  of 
this  country  on  goods  imported,  from  which  our 
revenue  has  not  been  increased.  He  was  ready  to 
meet  the  commercial  gentlemen  on  this  assertion, 
and  if  twelve  vessels  were  agreed  upon,  he  shoula 
propose  an  additional  duty  on  drawbacks,  as  well 
as  some  additional  duties  on  articles  of  luxury 
imi>orted.  He  knew  that  the  commercial  and 
agricultural  interests  were  intimately  connected, 
but  he  wished  agriculture  not  to  be  too  heavily 
burdened  for  the  support  of  commerce.  If  the 
landed  interest  was  to  oe  called  upon  for  three  or 
four  millions  of  dollars  a  year  to  protect  com- 
merce, the  country  had  better  have  no  commerce 
at  all. 

Mr.  W.  asked  if  the  strength  of  the  country 
did  not  consist  in  the  number  of  its  inhabitants  ? 
Does  extensive  commerce  populate  the  country  ? 
It  did  not ',  it  was  a  mistaken  zeal  which  drore 
men  to  pursue  commerce  instead  of  agriculture, 
and  to  suppose  that  it  was  that  which  served  the 
best  interests  of  the  country.  He  did  not  believe 
it.  At  the  close  of  the  late  war,  in  1783,  and  1784, 
in  the  part  of  the  country  from  which  he  came, 
the  people  never  saw  happier  days — their  wealth 
flowed  m  on  all  sides ;  any  quantity  of  money  could 
have  been  had ;  but  two  years  afterwards,  the  peo- 
ple were  drawn  ofif  from  their  own  domestic  man- 
ufactures, to  purchase  foreign  commodities,  and 
their  state  became  completely  changed.  In  the 
Eastern  States,  in  particular,  manufactories  were 
increasing ;  but  when  foreign  commodities  b^gan 
to  flow  in  such  abundance  into  the  country,  the 
home  manufactories  were  annihilated,  and  the 
people  got  into  debt. 

This  expensive  protection  of  commerce  had 
long  been  foreseen,  and  on  that  ground  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  Navv  had  always  been  opposed ; 
but  the  dispute  witn  Algiers  had  unhappily  given 
birth  to  a  naval  system,  and  he  fearea  it  would 
imperceptibly  increase  upon  us ;  and  if  the  landed 
interest  did  not  keep  it  down,  the  whole  commer- 
cial income  would  not  support  it.  Mr.  W.  refer- 
red to  the  navy  of  England,  and  said  it  had  been 
the  parent  of  ner  immense  national  debt ;  and 
if  we  went  to  any  extent  in  the  establishment  of 
a  Nayy,  we  might  bid  adieu  to  the  plan  of  paying 
ofif  our  national  debt ;  we  should  be  forever  climl^ 
ing  the  hill,  and  forever  sinking  to  the  bottom. 
He  was  satisfied  the  landed  interest  would  cheer- 
fully come  forward  to  defend  the  country  against 
invasion,  but  not  for  extensive  convoys  to  protect 
our  trade.  He  had  no  objection  to  eight  vessels 
for  the  protection  of  our  coast,  and  partial  con- 
voys to  our  trade  from  depredations,  which,  with 
the  frigates  and  cutters,  he  thought  would  be  suf- 
ficient. The  Eastern  States,  he  said,  had  noth- 
ing to  fear  on  their  coast ;  it  was  the  Southern  and 
Middle  States  which  stood  most  in  need  of  defence. 

Mr.  Macon  said,  the  present  debate  was  a  very 
uncommon  one,  for  they  were  all  upon  one  side. 
For  his  part,  he  was  against  building  or  purchs^- 
ing  any  vessels ;  there  was  a  provision  in  the  bill 
which  had  not  been  noticed,  which  was;  that  the 
President  should  have  power  to  hire  vessels ;  he 


hoped  they  would  be  hired,  instead  of  being  ei- 
ther purchased  or  built,  as  it  would  require  much 
less  mopey,  and  he  believed  money  would  be 
much  wanted,  if  we  were  to  go  to  war;  but  he 
did  not  think  either  twelve  or  sixteen  vessels 
would  be  equal  to  the  protection  of  commerce^ 
He  did  not  think  ir  necessary  to  bring  all  the  sub* 
jects  into  debate,  which  some  gentlemen  had 
thought  it  necessary  to  introduce.  If  a  land  tax 
was  found  necessary  and  laid,  he  had  no  doubt  it 
would  be  collected.  He  wished  the  question 
might  be  taken,  and  they  mififht  get  home,  and  do 
something  towards  raismg  me  money  they  wer« 
now  about  expending. 

Mr.  Harper  had  no  doubt  the  landed  interest 
would  have  sense  enough  to  see  that  the  connex- 
ion between  the  commercial  and  agricultural  in- 
terests was  such,  that  whatever  was  paid  for  the 
protection  of  one,  was  paid  for  the  protection  of 
the  other.  He  should  vote  in  favor  of  this  mo- 
tion, not  for  the  reasons  assigned,  but  because  he 
agreed  in  opinion  with  the  gentleman  who  made^ 
and  ttie  gentleman  who  seconded  the  motioa. 
He  believed  such  a  number  of  vessels  mitrht  be 
efifectually  employed,  and  a  greater  number,  if 
they  could  be  immediately  got ;  but  he  believed 
twelve,  with  the  three  frigates,  would  be  as  many 
as  could  be  immediately  ^ot  into  service,  and  by 
the  time  they  were  got  m  readiness,  it  would  be 
seen  what  farther  number  were  necessary,  and  as 
twelve  would  combine  a  more  general  vote  than 
sixteen,  he  should  be  in  favor  of  that  number ; 
not  from  any  apprehensions  that  the  resources  of 
the  country  were  not  equal  to  the  expense^  or 
that  the  people  would  be  unwilling  to  hear  it — 
upon  neither  of  these  points  had  he  any  hesitation. 

The  question  was  put  and  carried--49  to  27. 

Mr.  Gallatin  believed  it  would  now  be  in  or- 
der to  renew  the  question  which  had  been  waived, 
with  respect  to  the  employment  of  these  vessels. 
He  should,  therefore,  m  order  to  bring  this  sub- 
ject under  view,  move  an  amendment  in  the  first 
section  of  the  bill,  nearly  in  the  same  words  as 
the  one  which  had  at  first  been  adopted  by  the 
House  at  the  last  session  in  the  bill  relative  to  the 
equipping  and  fittin«^  for  sea  the  frigates,  viz : 
^  provided  they  shalTnot,  in  time  of  peac^,  be  emr 
ployed  as  convoys  to  any  foreign  port  or  place." 
The  words  "in  time  of  peace"  were  not  in  the 
amendment  of  last  year;  but  as  he  conceiyed 
that  the  vessels  authorized  to  be  procured  by  this 
bill,  were  either  to  be  employed  for  the  defence 
of  our  coast  and  our  trade  witnin  our  jurisdiction, 
in  the  present  state  of  things,  or  for  general  pur- 
poses of  attack  and:  defence  in  case  of  war,  he 
wished  only  such  amendment  to  be  adopted  as 
would  be  proper  in  either  case.  If  there  was  war, 
let  the  vessels  be  applied  in  the  most  efficient 
way ;  but  if  they  were  intended  to  bemused  as  con- 
voys under  our  present  circumstance,  he  was  ^o- 
ing  to  state  that  such  an  employment  would  m- 
evitably  change  the  present  state  of  things. 

But  before  he  took  this  ground,  he  would  make 
some  observations  on  the  real  advantages  that 
might  result  from  employing  these  vessels  as  con- 
voys in  the  actual  state  of  things,  supposing  even 
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it  was  not  changed  bjr  that  employment.  Who- 
erer  had  considered  the  extent  of  our  coast,  and/ 
the  nature  of  our  trade,  must  be  convinced  that 
twelve  ships  cannot  be  employed  to  any  great 
pforpose  as  convoys.  To  what  part  of  the  globe 
were  they  to  be  convoys  ?  To  the  West  Indies, 
or  to  Rurope  ?  It  could  not  be  intended  to  convoy 
▼•sseb  from  our  own  ports  to  an  European  port 
with  these  vessels ;  it  could  not  be  supposed  that 
they  would  be  able  to  cope  with  vessels  of  war  in 
the  European  seas.  The  object  of  this  convoy, 
tiMD,  must  be  our  vesseb  to  the  West  Indies. 
But  he  asked  whether  this  force  would  be  suffi- 
cient for  that  purpose,  or  whether  the  trade  to  the 
West  Indies  was  of  such  a  nature  as  to  be  suscept- 
ible of  bein^  convoyed  ?  There  arc  a  variety  of 
small  ports  in  the  West  Indies,  and  merchants 
endeavor  to  take  advantage  of  the  best  markets ; 
their  vessels,  therefore,  sail  singly  and  not  in  com- 
panies. He  believed  the  only  use  to  which  these 
vessels  could  be  applied  with  any  effect,  so  as  to 
protect  our  trade,  would  be  by  attacking  privateers 
to  drive  them  from  the  coast ;  but  this  was  by  all 
a^eed  to  be  an  act  belonging  to  an  actual  state 
o4  war,  in  which  we  were  not  yet  plunged. 

As  to  the  right  of  convoy  m  neutral  nations, 
k  was  a  right  at  least  of  a  aoubtful  nature.  He 
believed  it  had  been  exercised ;  but  not  in  an  ef- 
fectual manner,  except  by  nations  whose  mari- 
time force,  the  belligerent  Powers  were  unwilling 
to  provoke  against  tnem ;  but  wherever  belligerent 
Powers  were  not  afraid  of  being  involved  in  war 
with  the  nations  employing  such  convoys,  they 
have  disregarded  them.  This  fact  was  elucidat- 
ed by  the  Armed  Neutrality,  which,  on  account 
of  the  maritime  strength  or  the  Powers  concern- 
ed, and  of  the  apprehensions  of  Qreat  Britain, 
was  then  respected.  But  the  Dutch  convoys 
never  were  regarded  by  the  British ;  and  Mr.  G. 
quoted  an  instance  where  a  whole  Dutch  fleet 
and  convoy  were  taken  into  port  by  the  English, 
who  at  that  time  were  at  peace  with  them. 

But  the  question  with  him,  Mr.  G.  said,  was 
not  so  much  the  right,  as  the  policy  of  the  mea- 
sure. Supposing  that  neutral  Powers  have  a  right 
fo  grant  convoys  to  their  trade,  the  object  of  such 
a  convoy,  according  to  the  section  of  the  bill 
which  had  been  struck  out^  was  ^  to  secure  and 
maintain  the  independent  rights  of  commerce  and 
navigation,  which  the  laws  of  nations  and  the 
9tifnuations  of  treaties  acknowledge  and  sanction." 
This  must  be  the  object  of  convoys  in  time  of 
peace,  and  the  question  was,  whether  it  would  be 
good  policy  to  grant  a  convoy  to  secure  these 
r%hts.  We  know,  that,  in  the  present  case,  all 
tl^  belligerent  Powers  have  not  only  violatea  the 
laws  of  nations,  but  stipulations  of  treaties ;  and 
to  attempt  to  secure  the?e  rights  by  convoys,  is 
precisely  to  say,  we  mean  to  employ  violence  to 
repel  these  aggressions  ;  it  is  to  all  intents  and 
purposes  to  go  to  war.  It  is  not  the  case  in  the 
present  European  war,  as  in  common  wars,  that 
the  laws  of  nations  and  treaties  are  tolerably  well 
respected  by  the  different  belligerent  Powers.  In 
this  war,  both  the  belligerent  Powers  have  de- 
clared from  the  beginning,  they  would  not  respect 


the  laws  of  nations  and  treaties.  On  this  account 
he  had  before  declared,  that  France  had  given  ua 
just  cause  for  war;  but  if  Congress  do  not  think 
proper  to  go  to  war,  they  ought  not  to  grant  these 
vessels  as  convoys,  which  would  be  in  fact  war. 

The  question  is,  whether  we  shall  bear  with 
the  losses  which  must  result  from  capture  in  the 
present  state  of  things,  or  resist  them  with  force 
and  war? 

Mr.  G.  said,  he  knew  the  question  of  war  did 
not  depend  altogether  upon  this  country.  He 
knew  that  it  was  possible  that  within  three  □M>nth8 
we  might  be  in  a  state  of  war ;  and  if  the  House 
thought  it  necessary  to  have  the  vessels  built  to 
be  ready  to  meet  such  a  state  of  thin^,the  amend- 
ment went  only  to  prevent  them  being  used  so  as 
to  involve  us  by  our  own  act  in  war. 

He  had  said  that,  from  the  beginning  of  the  pre- 
sent European  war,  the  belligerent  Powers  had 
set  aside  the  laws  of  nations  and  stipulations  of 
treaties.  At  the  very  beginning  of  the  war.  Great 
Britain  entered  into  treaties  with  Russia,  the  Em- 
peror, Spain,  and  Prussia,  and  inserted  an  article 
into  each  to  declare  that  not  only  they  themselves 
should  do  all  in  their  power  to  starve  France,  but 
that  they  should  prevent  all  other  countries  giv- 
ing them  assistance  by  virtue  of  their  neutrality. 
[Mr.  G.  read  the  article  from  the  treaty  entered 
into  with  Russia,  dated  the  25th  of  March,  1793.1 
It  was  well  known,  he  said,  that  these  Powers  hao 
acted  in  conformity  to  this  declaration.  The  Brit- 
ish Orders  of  June  and  November,  1793,  were  is- 
sued on  that  principle.  France  had  also  behaved 
in  a  still  more  extraordinary  manner.  It  was  im- 
material, in  the  present  consideration,  to  inquire 
whether  Great  Britain  or  France  was  the  first  to 
break  the  laws  of  nations ;  the  fact  is,  that  all  the 
different  belligerent  Powers  have  at  times  in- 
fringed them  ;  and  even  the  last  arrivals  from  Eu- 
rope bring  accounts  (which  though  not  official, 
carry  every  appearance  of  being  true)  of  instruc- 
tions given  to  the  commanders  of  British  vessels 
of  war,  which  are  direct  violations  of  the  laws  of 
nations  and  of  treaties. 

It  is  true,  that  at  present  the  infringen^ents  of 
the  laws  ot  nations  made  by  France  are  vastly 
more  oppressive,  and  in  their  consequences  far 
more  extensive  and  injurious  to  our  trade  than 
those  of  any  other  nation ;  but  it  is  not  less  true, 
that  until  we  do  deem  these  infringements  suffi- 
cient cause  of  war,  we  ought  not  to  enter  into  any 
measures  which  will  in  their  effects  amount  to 
the  same  thing  as  actual  war.  To  grant  convoys 
is  such  a  measure;  and  before  tb^t  is  done,  it 
ought  to  be  considered  whether  in  a  state  of  war 
we  should  be  in  a  better  condition  than  at  present. 

Mr.  G.  was  aware  he  should  at  once  oe  met 
with  an  exclamation.  What !  Will  you  not  pro- 
tect our  commerce  ?  Are  you  not  bound  to  pro- 
tect it  ?  So  far  as  this  complaint  was  considered 
in  a  local  point  of  view,  he  tnought  it  unfounded. 
He  had  heard  it  said,  and  repeated,  that  those 
States  which  are  more  commercial  than  others 
would  not  quietly  sit  down  under  the  neglect,  if 
protection  was  not  given  to  commerce.  So  far  as 
relates  to  the  Eastern  8tate8,J)e  believjed  they 
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bad  no  greater  reason  to  complain  than  some 
other  States  on  this  ground.  Whilst  on  this  floor, 
Mr.  G.  said,  he  considered  himself  as  a  representa- 
tive of  the  whole  UnioUj  and  bound  to  attend  to 
the  protection  and  to  the  mterests  of  erery  part  of 
the  United  States ;  but  if  the  matter  was  to  be 
considered  on  local  ground,  the  Middle  States  had 
as  great  right  to  complain  as  the  Eastern,  and 
therefore  no  reasons  of  locality  could  induce  him 
to  give  the  vote  which  he  proposed  to  give,  since 
the  States  of  Pennsylvania  and  New  York  have 
as  much  interest  in  commerce  as  the  Eastern 
States.  The  total  amount  of  the  tonnage  of  the 
four  Elastem  States  employed  in  foreign  trade  is 
948,000  tons,  and  that  of  the  States  of  Pennsylva* 
nia  and  New  York  95,000.  The  representation 
of  the  Eastern  States  on  this  floor,  compared  with 
the  States  of  New  York  and  Pennsylvania,  (which 
was  the  best  criterion  of  their  respective  popula- 
tion,) is  as  27  to  23,  and  the  proportion  of  foreign 
tonnage  between  them  is  as  27  to  21^.  There 
was,  therefore,  no  sensible  difference  between 
them. 

The  question  wasj  which  was  the  best  way  of 
protecting  our  trade  m  our  present  situation.  Go- 
vernment was  bound  to  protect  all  its  citizens  in 
whatever  occupation  they  choose  to  follow ;  but 
its  power  of  protection  is  restrained  to  a  certain 
extent.  In  this  instance,  instead  of  convoys  pro- 
tecting our  trade,  they  will  be  the  destruction  of 
it ;  for,  if  bv  an]^  act  of  ours,  war  is  produced,  our 
trade  would  be  in  a  worse  situation  tban  at  pre- 
sent, bad  as  it  is. 

But  he  would  examine  to  what  extent  our  pre- 
sent injuries  go,  and  how  convoys  would  apply. 

Convoys  were  to  apply  more  specifically  m  two 
cases,  viz:  where  a  seizure  was  attempted  for 
want  of  a  role  d'equipagej  or  where,  according  to 
the  late  French  decree,  our  vessels  have  British 
manufactures  or  produce  on  board.  He  had  never 
examined  to  see  how  far  the  demand  with  respect 
to  the  role  d^equipage  was  an  infringement  of  our 
treaty  with  France.  He  had  taken  it  for  granted 
that  if  it  were  justified  by  our  treaty,  it  was  now 
made  a  mere  pretext  for  seizure,  because  our  trea- 
ty had  b^en  in  force  since  the  commencement  of 
tne  war,  and  this  ground  had  never  been  taken 
till  lately.  But  upon  this  subject  he  would  ob- 
serve, that  almost  all  the  mischief  which  could  be 
done  had  been  done,  for  want  of  these  papers,  as 
OOT  vessels  could  now  always  furnish  tnemselves 
with  them.  He  did  not  think  it  necessary,  there- 
fore, to  grant  convoys  for  this  purpose.. 

So  far  as  relates  to  British  manufactures  being 
good  prize,  he  agreed  with  the  gentleman  from 
Tirginia,  TMr.  Nicbolas,)  that  we  ought  to  take 
into  consideration  the  extent  of  our  trade  to  that 
country ;  not  oidy  our  export  trade,  but  our  returns 
from  thence.  The  effect  of  the  French  decree 
will  be  either  to  raise  the  price  of  insurance  much 
hisher  upon  our  own  vessels,  or  the  carrying  trade 
will  be  carried  on  in  British  vessels.  But  ffreat 
as  these  evils  would  be,  he  believed  it  would  be 
better  to  bear  with  them  than  to  go  to  war.  The 
only  evil  in  one  instance  will  be,  that  the  eon- 
'  would  hare  to  pay  the  additional  rate  of 


insurance,  and  he  would  much  rather  do  this  than 
change  our  present  situation.  For  in  case  of  vrar, 
not  only  all  British  manufactures  will  be  equally 
liable  to  captures,  but  all  our  trade  will  be  in  the 
same  situation.  And  will  any  gentleman  say  that 
there  will  be  less  captures  on  our  trade  in  a  stat^ 
of  war  than  in  our  present  state?  Is  it  to  be  sup^ 
posed  that  these  twelve  vessels,  with  the  three  fri- 
gates, and  all  the  ressels  we  can  build  aud  man, 
will  protect  our  trade  so  as  to  reduce  our  captures 
below  their  present  numbar?  He  believed  not.  He 
believed  that  in  a  state  of  war  more  captures 
would  be  made,  as  not  only  the  vessels  which  are 
now  captured  under  different  pretences  would  still 
be  captured,  but  that  part  of  our  trade  which  now 
escapes  capture  vrill  then  be  seized. 

The  amount  of  our  exports,  Mr.  G.  said,  was 
fifty-one  millions.  Out  of  these  fift^'^ne  millions, 
ei^ht  and  a  half  are  sent  to  Great  Britain.  Though 
this  is  the  amount,  according  to  the  statement 
from  the  [voper  Department,  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  (Mr.  Haepbr)  has  said  that  con- 
siderable (luantities  of  goods  sent  to  the  British 
West  Indies  have  been  entered  at  the  custom^ 
house  as  for  the  French  West  Indies,  in  order  to 
avoid  capture ;  but  it  had  also  been  stated  by  a 
gentleman  who  must  be  supposed  to  be  better  ac- 
quainted with  commercial  su ejects  than  him,  (Mr. 
S.  Smith,)  that  full  as  many  goods  were  entered 
for  the  French  West  Indies,  intended  for  the  Eng- 
lish, as  in  the  other  case.  It  was,  at  all  events, 
only  an  assertion,  which  ought  not  to  lessen  the 
credit  of  an  official  statement 

On  the  other  hand,  it  appears  by  this  estimate, . 
that  to  the  amount  of  twenty-five  millions  of  dol- 
lars is  exported  to  France,  Spain,  and  Holland. 
This,  in  case  of  war^  will  doubtless  be  cut  off. 
And  if  we  are  not  at  liberty  to  export  that  portion 
of  our  produce  thither,  what  must  be  done  with 
it  ?  The  only  country  to  which  we  shall  have  a 
free  trade  will  be  Great  Britain.  The  efieot  c^ 
this  will  be  to  sink  the  price  of  our  produce  |  be- 
cause the  whole  is  not  wanted,  and  cannot  be  C(m- 
sumed  in  Great  Britain,  and  she  is  shut  o«t  from 
those  ports  to  which  we  now  send  it.  Independ- 
ent, therefore,  of  additional  captures,  that  immense 
American  tonnage,  which  it  is  intended  to  pro- 
tect, would  at  once  be  reduced  to  one-thira  of 
what  it  now  is,  for  want  of  a  market  for  our 
produce. 

Nay,  in  addition  to  these  twenty-five  millions, 
our  trade  to  the  Hanse  Towns  will  also  be  de- 
stroyed, as  it  is  well  known  what  was  the  situation 
of  Hamburg ;  so  that,  in  case  of  war,  the  whole 
of  our  trade  will  be  cut  off,  except  eight  and  a 
half  millions  to  Great  Britain  and  her  dominions, 
and  a  few  millions  to  Sweden  and  Denmark.  He 
could  not,  therefore,  see  how  the  granting  of  a 
convoy  could  protect  our  commerce,  when  the 
effect  must  be  war.  which  wiU  destroy  it. 

The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  Har- 
peb)  yesterday  told  the  committee,  that  the  effect 
of  not  granting  convoys  would  be  to  give  the 
whole  of  our  carry! ng[  trade  to  Ghreat  Britain.  He 
wished  to  know,  il*  this  was  to  be  the  effect  of  not 
granting  oonroys,  what  would  be^he  effect  of 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


1471 

H.OPR.] 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


1472 


Protection  of  TVade. 


[April,  1796. 


war  ?  The  momeDt  we  go  to  war  we  give  lo  Great 
Britain  the  whole  of  our  trade.  But  the  ffentle- 
man  went  on  to  tell  the  committee^  what  France 
would  say  to  this  country  next,  if  we  did  not  re- 
sist her.  He  said  she  would  tell  us,  You  shall  no 
lon^r  go  to  Hamburg,  or  to  any  other  place  at 
which  YOU  get  money  for  your  produce,  oecause 
you  will  pay  that  money  to  Great  Britain  for  her 
manufactures.  If  this  would  be  the  case,  in  case 
we  declined  granting  convoys,  he  wished  to  know 
what  would  be  the  effect  of  war  ?  Was  it  ex- 
pected that  France  would  give  more  latitude  to 
our  trade,  in  case  of  actual  war,  than  at  present? 

When  gentlemen  spoke  of  the  immense  increase 
of  our  tonnage,  from  450,000  to  800,000  tons,  did 
they  consider  to  what  this  increase  was  owing  ?  It 
has  been  owing  to  our  neutrality,  that  it  has  taken 
place  during  the  present  European  war,  whibt  the 
tonnage  of  Great  Britain  employed  in  the  trade  of 
this  country,  has,  by  the  effect  of  that  war,  de- 
creased from  206,000  tons,  which  it  was  in  1792. 
to  196,000,  which  it  was  by  the  last  returns  at  the 
end  of  1796.  Seeing,  therefore,  that  nothwith- 
standing  all  the  captures  made  of  our  vessels,  our 
tonnage  has  increased  from  year  to  year,  in  or- 
der to  save  that  valuable  tonnage,  and  to  afford 
every  possible  protection  to  it,  if  that  was  the 
only  object  of  the  House,  they  must  wish  the  pre- 
sent state  of  things  to  subsist  in  preference  to  a 
state  of  war,  and  must  therefore  refrain  from 
taking  steps  which  cannot  fail  to  produce  war. 

It  was  not  only  his  opinion  that  the  granting  of 
convovs  would  lead  to  war.  The  point  has  b^en 
conceded.  For  what  did  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  (Mr.  Harpeb)  state  convoys  were 
wanted?  He  said  they  were  wanted  against 
the  depredatory  decrees  of  the  French — the  role 
(Peyuipage,  and  the  decree  making  vessels  with 
British  manufactures  on  board  legal  prize.  He 
said  it  wa<i  to  resist  these  decrees.  He  went  far- 
ther; he  said  they  ought  to  be  resisted  at  the 
mouth  of  the  cannon.  If  capture  was  to  be  re- 
sisted at  the  mouth  of  the  cannon,  without  war, 
he  could  not  understand  it.  If  he  understood  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Otis,)  he 
went  still  farther,  and  said  that  he  would  resist  a 
search.  And  certainly  the  moment  a  principle  of 
this  sort  was  assumed,  it  was  nothing  more  or 
less  than  war.  Unless,  indeed,  some  unintelligi- 
ble metaphysical  distinction  should  be  attempted 
between  fighting  and  war.  If,  then,  it  is  better, 
as  a  matter  of  calculation,  to  be  in  the  present 
state  of  things  than  at  war,  were  (here  any  other 
considerations  which  ought  to  set  aside  this  mat- 
ter of  calculation  1  The  committee  were  told  by 
the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  that  if  we 
did  not  resist,  France  would  go  on  step  by  step 
in  her  course  of  aggressions  against  this  country. 
This  is  mere  matter  of  speculation.  It  is  possible 
France  may  go  on  in  this  way.  If  she  goes  on  to 
make  war  upon  us,  then  let  our  vessels  be  used  in 
their  full  power.  Let  us  not,  however,  said  he, 
act  on  speculative  srounds ;  but  examine  our  pre- 
sent situation,  and  if  better  than  war,  let  us 
keep  it 

The  committee  have  been  told,  that  this  doc- 


trine is  a  doctrine  of  submission.  The  gentleman 
called  war  by  the  name  of  resistance,  and  they 
^ve  the  appellation  of  abject  submission  to  a  con- 
tinuance of  forbearance  under  our  present  losses 
and  captures.  He  affixed  a  different  idea  to  the 
word  submission.  He  would  call  it  submission  to 
purchase  peace  with  money — he  would  call  it 
submission  to  accept  of  ignominious  terms  of 
peace — he  would  call  it  submission  to  make  any 
acknowledgments  unworthy  of  an  independent 
country — he  would  call  it  submission  to  give  op 
by  treaty  any  right  which  we  possess — he  would 
call  it  submission  to  recognise  by  treaty  any  claim 
contrary  to  the  laws  of  nations.  But  there  is 
a  grc^t  difference  between  surrendering  by  treaty 
our  rights  and  independence  as  a  nation,  and  say- 
ing, "  W'e  have  met  with  captures  and  losses  from 
the  present  European  war ;  but,  as  it  is  coming  to 
a  close,  it  is  not  our  interest  to  enter  into  it,  but 
rather  to  go  on  as  we  have  done."  This,  he 
thought,  would  be  a  wise  course,  and  extremely 
different  from  a  state  of  submission. 

The  committee  had  been  told  of  a  spirit  of 
money  as  improper,  and  that  it  ought  to  be  set 
aside.  To  speax  of  expense  is  no  proof  of  that 
magnanimity,  national  honor^  and  national  spirit, 
which  have  enabled  other  nations  to  repel  their 
enemies.  He  did  not  think  the  instances  quoted 
by  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  were 
happy.  He  had  quoted  France,  and  said,  that  it 
was  because  she  bad  set  aside  every  other  con- 
sideration but  the  necessity  of  supporting  the  war; 
because  she  had  disregarded  every  Uiinff  like 
property,  and  deluged  her  own  country  with  blood, 
that  she  had  been  successful. 

Mr.  G.  had  no  objection  that  France  might  be 
adduced  as  an  example  to  lead  us  to  repel  any 
enemy  which  may  attempt  to  invade  us ;  but  in 
her  disre^rd  for  property,  in  her  confiscations 
and  requisitions,  in  those  ineasures  which  have 
had  conquest  and  plunder,  and  not  resistance,  for 
their  object ;  and  above  all,  in  the  deluge  of  blood 
that  had  been  shed  for  the  sake  of  ambition,  or 
caprice,  or  faction,  he  trusted  never  would  be  set 
up  as  a  proper  mo^el  for  this  country,      # 

The  instances  of  Rome  and  Athens,  which  the 
ffentleman  adduced,  were  not  more  happy.  He 
aid  not  think  the  spirit  of  conquest,  which  ani- 
mated the  first,  the  spirit  of  plunder  towards  every 
other  indepndent  State  of  Greece  which  actuated 
the  last,  the  lust  for  power  which  characterized 
both,  to  be  that  spirit  which  would  be  best  calcu- 
lated tojpromote  the  happiness  of  America. 

Mr.  G.  concluded  by  saying,  that  he  meant  to 
have  gone  further  into  a  consideration  of  what 
was  called  a  spirit  of  submission,  and  to  have 
drawn  some  comparisons  between  our  present 
state,  and  what  it  had  been  in  some  stages  of  the 
European  war,  but  finding  the  usual  hour  of  ad- 
journment past,  he  would  forbear  to  do  it  at  pre- 
sent. He  then  recapitulated  his  arguments,  and 
sat  down. 

Mr.  Dayton  (the  Speaker)  expressed  an  earn- 
est wish  that  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  should 
rise,  and  have  leave  to  sit  again^not  so  much  for 
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the  sake  of  further  discussing  the  merits  of  the 
ameDdment  as  of  affording  to  members  an  oppor- 
tunity of  exposing  the  dangerous  and  fatal  ten- 
dency of  the  ar&;aments  adduced  in  the  support  of 
it.  Feeling  as  ne  did  upon  the  occasion,  it  would 
be  almost  criminal  in  nim  to  forbear  to  declare, 
that  he  had  heard  with  astonishment,  and  he  had 
almost  said  with  indication,  the  speech  to  which 
they  had  been  listeniog,  from  the  member  from 
Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Gallatin.)  He  had  nerer 
expected  to  have  heard  such  tame  and  submissive 
language,  within  the  walls  of  Congress,  and  from 
a  Kepresentative  of  the  American  people,  at  a 
time,^  too.  when  they  were  smarting  under  injuries 
and  insults.  If  that  member  had  ever  made  him- 
self acquainted  with  the  principles  that  actuated 
the  Americans  in  1776,  with  wnich  his  doctrines 
were  in  direct  hostility,  yet  he  surely  could  not 
have  so  soon  forgotten  the  tenor  and  spirit  of  the 
despatches  from  our  Commissioners  in  Paris. 
That  this  speech  had  been  prepared  before  the  re- 
ceipt of  those  desjpatches  was  by  no  means  impro- 
bable, but  that  It  should  be  uttered  thus  openly 
and  boldly,  after  those  important  communications 
had  been  published  to  the  world,  was  indeed  sur- 
prising. If  it  were  a  motion  in  order  in  that  body, 
Mr.  D.  declared  that  he  should  immediately  move 
that  it  be  printed,  and  that  copies  should  not  only 
be  fi^iven  to  every  member,  but  as  far  as  possible 
to  all  the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  that  they 
might  all.  as  with  one  voice,  disclaim  the  princi- 
ples whicn  it  tended  to  inculcate. 

Mr.  Nicholas  hoped  the  committee  would  rise, 
that  the  gentleman  from  New  Jersey  might  have 
an  opportunity  given  to  him  to  state  in  what  this 
speech  was  so  extraordinary,  which  would  be 
much  more  conformable  to  Legislative  proceed- 
ings, than  making  denunciations  in  general  terms. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  hoped  the  committee  would  not 
rise,  but  that  the  question  would  be  now  taken. 

Mr.  Allen  wished,  rather  than  rise,  th^at  the 
committee  should  sit  till  midnight  to  show  their 
resentment  to  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania, 
on  account  of  the  speech  which  he  had  delivereu 
to  them.  It  was  astonishing  to  him  that  the  same 
spirit  should  still  exist  in  that  gentleman  which 
had  always  opposed  the  Executive  of  this  coun- 
try ;  which  had  condemned  the  proclamation  of 
neutrality;  which  had  justified  the  conduct  of 
a  French  Minister  in  his  appeal  from  the  Govern- 
ment to  the  people  of  the  United  States;  that 
spirit  which,  by  preaching  up  the  rights  of  man, 
had  produced  the  Western  insurrection.  [A  cry 
of  order,  and  Mr.  A.  sat  down.] 

Mr.  Brooks  said,  though  he  had  as  great  an 
aversion  to  the  submissive  course  recommended 
by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsvlvania,  as  any 
member  of  the  committee,  as  he  believed  it  repug- 
nant to  the  feelings  of  the  American  people,  yet 
he  thought  his  speech  ought  not  to  go  unanswer- 
ed. This  speech  would  have  been  thought  an  ex- 
traordinary one  in  the  year  1775 ;  and  ifthe  senti- 
ments contained  in  it  nad  been  then  adopted,  our 
Revolution  would  never  have  been  accomplished. 
He  hoped,  therefore,  that  the  committee  would 
rise,  that  arguments,  which  would  lead  to  a  sur- 
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render  of  the  peace  and  independence  of  this 
country  to  a  foreign  nation,  might  be  resisted. 

Mr.  Macon  hoped  the  committee  would  risa, 
for  the  reason  assigned  by  the  g^entleman  last  up, 
because,  if  the  speech  of  the  genQeman  from  Penn- 
sylvania was  such  as  he  stated  it  to  be,  he  wished 
to  hear  it  exposed.  It  had  struck  him  very  dif- 
ferently. 

Mr.  SiTGREAVEs  hoped  the  committee  wouI4 
not  rise.  He  believed  no  profession  was  necessary 
on  his  part.  It  would  be  readily  credited  that  ^ 
felt  as  much  opposition  to  the  opinions  of  his  col- 
league as  any  gentleman  could  do ;  but  he  did  not 
think  his  speecn  of  such  importance  that  the  com- 
mittee should  sit  another  day  to  answer  it.  He 
believed  the  answer  to  it  was  to  be  found  in  the 
late  despatches  of  our  Envoys,  and  in  the  convic- 
tions ot  every  American.  He  believed  the  time 
was  come  when,  instead  of  speaking.  Congress 
ought  to  act.  This  speech  had  alre^y  been  aa- 
swered,  since  everything,  which  had  now  been  re- 
peated, had  been  heard  Before ;  and  all  that  could 
he  said  upon  the  subject  could  not  add  to  the  con- 
viction of  anv  one.  He  believed  the  present  was 
a  subject  well  understood  by  every  man,  both  ia 
and  out  of  doors,  and  no  good  effect  could  be  pro- 
duced by  delay.  The  best  answer  to  this  speech^ 
he  believed,  would  be  an  immediate  decision 
against  the  doctrine  which  it  contained. 

Mr.  Brent  felt  solicitous  for  the  committee  to 
rise, because  he  felt  a  ffreat  desire  to  know  what  it 
was  in  the  speech  of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania, which  had  apparently  created  so  high  a  de- 
gree of  indignation  in  certain  gentlemen  of  the 
committee.  For  his  part,  he  owned  the  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania  had  engaged  hi^  most  se- 
rious attention ;  and,  if  that  gentleman  was  cul- 
pable, he  was  equally  so,  for  he  approbated  every 
sentiment  which  he  delivered.  He  ihought  it  one 
of  the  most  temperate  discussions  he  had  ever 
heard,  being  free  from  all  personalities,  and,  as  it 
struck  him,  of  any  expression  which  could  excite 
irritation  in  any  one.  If,  when  a  gentleman  rises 
on  the  floor  of  this,  House,  on  a  great  and  import- 
ant qu&^tion — a  .question  on  which,  perhaps,  de- 
pend the  peace  and  independence  of  tins  country— 
he  is  to  be  treated  in  this  manner,  there  is  an  end 
to  all  freedom  of  debate.  He  must  own  he  had 
never,  on  any  occasion,  seen  so  much  indecency 
of  conduct  shown  towards  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania,  for  having  delivered  sentiments, 
which,  in  his  opinion,  did  honor  both  to  the  heaa 
and  heart  of  that  gentleman. 

Mr.  Dana  wished  the  committee  to  rise.  When 
he  reflected  that  the  gentleman  from  New  Jersej^ 
was  a  native  American,  and  had  been  an  Ameri- 
can soldier  through  the' late  Revolution,  he  could 
not  be  surprised  at  the  indignation  which  he  felt  on 
this  occasion;  but  he  wished  the  committee  to 
rise,  in  order  to  show  that  the  gentleman  had  per- 
verted the  sense  of  the  laws  of  nations.  As  to  his 
argument  to  prove  that  it  would  be  more  our  in- 
terest to  submit  to,  than  to  resist  the  terms  oflfered 
to  us  by  France,  he  believed  the  answer  which 
our  Envoys  returned  to  the  asrents  of  the  French 
Qovernment,  would  be  a  complete  answer  to  them. 
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Mr.  Gallatin  said  he  did  DOt  mean  to  make 
any  kind  of  observations  upon  what  had  fallen 
from  the  member  from  Connecticut  (Mr.  Allen,) 
or  the  Speaker.  He  meant  only  to  notice  what 
had  been  said  by  the  gentleman  last  up  from' 
Connecticut,  who  had  perverted  his  sentiments. 
That  gentleman  had  said  that  his  observations 
would  find  an  answer  in  the  reply  of  our  Envoys 
to  the  agent  of  Talleyrand,  thereby  signifying  that 
he,  Mr.  G.,  had  expressed  himself  in  favor  of  an 
acceptance  of  such  terms  as  had  been  offered  to 
our  Envoys.  That  gentleman  could  not  surely 
have  attended  to  what  he  had  said,  because  he  had 
expressly  stated  that  he  should  consider  it  as  sub- 
mission to  pay  to  that  nation  any  money,  or  to 
recognise  any  claim  contrary  to  the  law  of  na- 
tions \  but  he  had  said  he  would  rather  submit  to 
our  present  captures,  under  the  hope  that  they 
might  not  have  a  long  continuance,  than  take  a 
measure  which  was  war. 

He  WQuld  just  add  that  the  Speaker  was  mis- 
taken when  he  stated  that  the  speech,  which  he 
had  delivered,  was  prepared  before  the  late  des- 
patches were  communicated.  It  was  prepared  at 
the  time  of  its  being  delivered,  and  in  answer  to 
the  speech  of  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina, 

iMr.  Harper,)  delivered  yesterday.  Before  the 
espatches  were  communicated,  he  had  hopes  of 
peace ;  after  he  had  heard  them  read,  those  hopes 
were  not  extinguished ;  but,  from  the  publication 
of  them  his  hopes  were  very  feeble — feeble  as  they 
were,  however,  he  did  not  wish  to  blast  them  by 
any  act  of  this  House.  As  to  the  sentiments  whicn 
he  had  delivered,  he  was  not  ashamed  of  them, 
and  should  support  them  at  any  time,  in  opposition 
to  what  that  gentleman,  or  any  other,  may  oppose 
to  them. 

The  committee  now  rose,  without  taking  any 
question. 


Friday,  April  20. 

It  being  announced  bv  the  Clerk  that  the 
Speaker  was  sick,  and  unable  to  attend  the  House, 

Mr.  S PRAGUE  moved  that  a  Speaker  jyro  tern,  be 
appointed.  After  some  observations  on  Ihe  pro- 
priety of  so  doing,  the  motion  was  put  and  car- 
ried, there  being  46  votes  for  it. 

The  Sergeant-at-Arms  accordingly  proceeded 
to  collect  the  ballotS;  which  being  dfone,  Messrs. 
JosiAH  Parker  and  Morris  were  called  upon  to 
count  the  votes ;  which  Mr.  Parker  reported  to 
be  as  follows,  viz :  f6r  Mr.  Dent,  40 ;  Mr.  Sit- 
qreaves,  19;  Mr.  Baldwin,  12;  Mr.  J.  Wil- 
liams, 1 ;  and  Mr.  Blount.  1. 

Mr.  Dent  was  accordingly  declared  to  be  elect- 
ed, and  having  been  conducted  to  the  Chair,  by 
Mr.  Sitgreaves.  he  addressed  the  House  as 
follows : 

"  Gkntlxmkk  :  In  the  execution  of  the  duties  of  thiB 
temporary  appointment,  my  endeavor  will  be  to  evince 
strict  impartiality.  Permit  me  to  hope  your  co-opera- 
tion in  maintaining  order,  and  to  expect  your  support 
in  all  cases  of  official  decisions,  where  it  ought  to  lb  af- 
forded." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sitorbavss,  it  was  resolved 


that  a  message  be  sent  to  the  Senate,  informing 
them  that  the  House  had  elected  a  Speaker  pro 
tern. 

PROTECTION  OF  TRADE. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  on  the 
bill  to  provide  for  an  additional  armament  for 
the  furtner  protection  of  the  trade  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  for  other  purposes ;  when  the  con- 
sideration of  Mr.  Gallatin's  amendment  to  the 
first  section  being  resumed,  viz :  to  insert,  "  Provi- 
ded, they  shall  not,  in  time  of  peace,  be  employed 
as  convoys  to  any  foreign  port  or  place." 

Mr.  Allen  rose  and  addressed  the  Chair  as  fol- 
lows :  Mr.  Chairman,  I  wish  to  inform  the  com- 
mittee of  the  reason  for  the  strong  expressions  of 
abhorrence  and  indignation,  which  fell  from  me 
yesterday,  at  the  language  of  the  fi^entleman  from 
Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Gallatin,)  wnen  the  House 
was  in  Comnaittee  of  the  Whole  on  this  bill. 

I  confess,  sir,  that  I  have  not  that  perfect  com- 
mand of  myself ;  I  have  not  that  iron  system  of 
nerves,  which  I  could  wish,  the  event  of  which  I 
lament,  and  which  I  so  much  admire  in  others. 
Constitutionally  too  irritable,  I  meet  such  insults 
to  my  country  with  a  degree  of  warmth  which  I 
desire  to  repress,  but  which  I  hope  does  not  ban- 
ish from  my  bosom  that  consideration  and  that 
candor  which  is  necessary  in  my  place.  The  situa- 
tion of  our  country  requires  a  cool  and  temperate 
deliberation ;  and  I  wish  for  nothing  more  than 
for  the  adoption  of  such  measures  as  true  wisdom 
shall  point  out  as  proper.  The  committee,  I  trust, 
will  pardon  me  for  the  astonishment  and  displeas- 
ure I  felt  at  what  I  heard  from  that  gentleman  ;  a 
similar  displeasure  marked  tl^e  countenances  of 
almost  all  who  heard  him.  I  did  expect,  upon 
the  disclosure  in  the  despatches  of  what  had  pass- 
ed at  Paris  between  our  Commissioners  and  the 
Government  of  France,  that  a  spirit  of  unanimity 
would  have  been,  in  some  degree,  produced  in  our 
councils,  though  a  perfect  unanimity  could  not 
be  expected.  I  did  expect  that  every  member 
of  the  Legislature  would  have  laid  his  hand 
upon  his  heart  and  considered  what  was  necessa- 
ry to  be  done  for  the  safety  of  his  country,  and 
would  have  determined  to  support  such  measures 
as  should  be  deliberately  adopted  by  the  majority. 
But,  sir,  what  do  we  iJehold?  I  have  long  con- 
sidered it  as  the  most  prominent  feature  in  the 
Jacobinic  character,  the  spirit  of  obstinacy,  which 
knows  not  to  yield :  that  furious,  clamorous  spi- 
rit, which  never  acquiesces  in  measures  nor  prm- 
ciples,  however  well  settled ;  which  never  yields 
to  majorities,  but  which  always  seeks,  by  force  or 
art,  to  convert  minorities  into  majorities;  that 
spirit  which  drives  men  to  overset,  destroy,  or 
render  ineffectual,  measures  which  it  disapproves, 
though  adopted  by  the  general  consent  and  ap- 
probation of  the  country  \  that  spirit  which  ceases 
not  to  reprobate,  in  the  most  bitter  manner,  meas- 
ures which  gentlemen  know  and  acknowledge 
cannot  now  be  set  aside.  I  pray  God  this  spirit 
may  have  an  end;  if  it  continues  it  will  ruin  this 
country.  It  appears  to  me,  that  the  course  gen- 
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demen  are  now  taking  will  overwhelm  us  with 
irretrievable  difficulties.  I  hope  I  am  mbtaken  ; 
but  it  appears  to  me  to  be  the  duty  of  every  Ame- 
rican, at  this  time,  seriously  to  declare  that  he 
will  support  the  measures  which  have  been  and 
which  may  be  adopted  by  the  Oovernment 

The  Senate  have  passed^  by  a  lar^e  maiority, 
and  sent  to  us,  a  bill  to  provide  an  additional  arm- 
ament, and  no  expression  of  disapprobation  of  it  is 
heard  out  of  doors.  The  objects  of  it  are,  the  de- 
fence of  those  parts  of  our  coast  which  are  most 
exposed  to  the  enemy;  our  trade  from  port  to 
port ;  our  trade  to  foreign  countries,  where  within 
reach  of  our  shores ;  and  the  general  defence  of 
the  nation.  The  first  step  is  to  provide  the  means 
of  defence.  How  it  will  operate  I  know  not ;  it 
cannot  be  particularly  foreseen.  Let  us  possess 
the  power  and  consult  the  mode  of  conducting  it 
afterwards.  All  men  must  confess  our  situation 
requires  it.  It  is  intended  to  place  this  force  in 
the  hands  of  the  Government^  to  be  used  as  the 
exigencies  of  the  nation  may  demand.  But  it  is 
attempted,  by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania, 
at  the  very  outset,  at  the  very  threshold  of  the 
business,  to  shackle  it,  to  make  a  declaration  which 
goes  to  a  prostitution  of  the  country.  He  requires 
that  we  declare  that  we  will  not  make  use  of  these 
vessels  to  defend  our  acknowledged  rights ;  that 
whatever  may  be  our  situation,  whatever  may  be 
the  event,  condition,  or  contiDgency^  however  ef- 
fectual may  be  the  means  of  defending  our  ships, 
our  propertv,  these  vessels  shall  not  be  used  as 
convoys.  Is  this  wise?  Is  this  prudent?  For  I 
wish  to  avoid  the  discussion  of  all  Constitutional 
questions,  and  to  speak  only  of  the  expediency  of 
the  measures.  Will  gentlemen  refuse  their  assent 
to  the  bill  unless  accompanied  by  a  declaration  that 
the  vessels  shall  not  be  used  in  a  particular  man- 
ner ?  Snrel3r  every  gentleman  who  is  anxious  only 
for  the  true  interests  of  his  own  country,  must  con- 
sent to  leave  the  manner  of  enoploying  these  ves- 
sels to  be  settled  hereafter,  by  Congress,  or  by  the 
Prebident,  when  our  situation,  with  respect  to 
France,  shall  be  fully  known.  The  events  of  next 
monthj  next  week,  nay,  of  to-morrow,  may  ren- 
der this  restriction  idle^  absurd,  and  dangerous. 
If  gentlemen  are  unwilling  to  trust  the  President, 
are  they  afraid  of  themselves?  If  their  jealousy 
leads  them  to  put  manacles  on  -the  Executive, 
must  they  also  fetter  themselves?  Can  we  not 
discuss  this  question  at  a  future  day.  and  make  a 
law  providing  for  the  operation  of  this  force  long 
before  it  will  be  prepared  for  action  ?  Why  oc- 
cupy the  time  which  is  wanted  for  preparing  the 
armament  in  quarrelling  about  its  course  and  des- 
tination ?  What  will  be  the  use  of  these  vessels 
without  the  proposed  restriction,  I  cannot  tell  ;• 
but  I  am  not  afraid  to  confide  this  power  to  the 
President;  1  am  not  apprehensive  they  will  be 
improperly  employed.  If  there  were  any  such 
danffer  as  gentlemen  seem  to  contemplate,  the 
public  sentiment,  the  general  opinion  of  the  coun- 
try, would  influence  the  Executive  conduct  on  the 
occasion.  Under  all  the  attacks  that  are  con- 
stantlv  made  upon  us,  and  the  threats  of  destruc- 
tion tnat  alarm  oor  country,  surely  there  can  be 


no  danger  of  these  vessels  defending  us  and  all 
our  rights  too  zealously,  or  too  effectually. 

The  question  is,  shall  we  suffer  these  armed 
vessels  to  act  as  convoys  in  time  of  peace ;  and, 
by  peace,  he  confesses  he  means  that  state  in  which 
we  now  stand ;  plundered,  insulted,  menaced,  as 
we  now  are  ? 

It  is  said,  policy  forbids  it.  I  believe  policy 
calls  upon  us  to  defend  ourselves  in  the  best  man- 
ner we  are  able,  unoperated  upon  by  anything 
which  has  taken  place  heretofore.  Policy  calls 
upon  us  to  consult  our  own  safety  and  interest, 
without  ffivinff  way  to  our  affection  for  one  na- 
tion or  hatred  to  another.  There  are  absurd 
and  dangerous  passions  in  nations.  It  is  our  true 
policy  to  defend  ourselves  and  our  rights  to  the 
fullest  extent ;  we  have  an  awful  lesson  of  what 
we  are  to  expect  from  submission  and  tameness. 

It  is  said,  that  it  is  a  vain  attempt  to  defend  our 
commerce ;  because  we  cannot  defend  it  effectu- 
ally. Sir,  no  nation  ever  did  defend  its  commerce 
effectually,  in  the  sense  the  gentleman  means ;  no 
nation  ever  expected  or  attempted  it.  Every 
country  at  war  will  lose  very  many  of  its  mer- 
chant ships  ;  it  is  sufficient  that  we  exert  so  great 
a  force  in  their  defence  as,  under  all  circum- 
stances, we  can  afford,  and  bring  into  action.  But, 
sir,  no  nation  ever  said,  in  the  spjirit  of  this  amend- 
ment, that  it  would  not  protect  its  rights  and  com- 
merce. It  would  be  an  invitation  to  all  the  pi- 
rates on  earth  ta  plunder  it,  under  a  promise  of 
impunity.  Whatever  may  be  expedient  to  be 
done  in  fact,  however  much  we  may  really  be  dis- 
posed to  endure  in  hope  to  escape  a  war,  we  should 
not  publish  to  the  world  and  to  our  foe,  our  inten- 
tion to  submit  to  his  robberies.  The  man  who 
would  say  this,  would  never  have  the  spirit  to  de- 
fend the  country  in  case  of  an  actual  invasion.  It 
is  a  spirit  calculated  only  to  surrender  our  inde- 
pendence to  the  first  Power  who  shall  have  cour- 
age to  demand  it. 

It  was  said  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
(Mr.  Nicholas^  that,  by  refusing  to  protect  our 
commerce  we  should  lose  only  the  carrying  trade ; 
that  the  ships  of  other  nations  would  come  to  our 
ports  and  furnish  us  with  such  foreign  productions 
as  we  might  want,  and  take  from  us  such  of  ours 
as  we  might  have  to  spare ;  and  that  the  object  of 
the  protection  was  not  worth  the  expense  and  the 
hazard.  This  was  not  always  the  language  of 
that  gentleman.  He  formerly  thought  the  carry- 
ing trade  of  the  utmost  importance  to  the  country. 
Every  one  remembers  the  long  and  earnest  debate 
which,  four  years  ago,  took  place  on  a  set  of  reso- 
lutions brought  in  by  a  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
(Mr.  Maoison.)  Tney  were  founded  on  certain 
commercial  regulations  said  to  have  been  adopted 
by  Great  Britain,  injurious  only  to  the  carrying 
trade,  which  we  are  now  invited  to  surrender 
without  a  struggle.  [Here  Mr.  A.  read  some  ob- 
servations of  Mr.  Nicholas  on  that  occasion,  in 
which,  sneaking  of  the  wrongs  this  country  had 
suffered  from  Great  Britain,  he  asks  if  there  was 
so  little  American  feeling  in  the  House  as  not  to 
lead  them  to  take  retaliatory  measures,  dc.]  Let 
gentlemen  compare  our  8itoationat;.that  time  with 
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the  present,  and  they  will  discover  that  all  which 
that  gentleman  then  said  was  applicable  at  this 
tiine,  and  infinitely  more.  Those  who  then  op- 
posea  the  measures  of  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia, called  for  specific  facts  of  the  injuries  com- 
plained of— they  were  told  of  the  savages  being 
let  loose  upon  our  frontiers,  and  the  Algerines 
upon  our  commerce ;  and  ot  commercial  advan- 
tages beinff  denied  us ;  yes,  sir,  the  same  gentle- 
man from  Virginia  was  then  indignant  at  our  com- 
mercial losses,  and  at  restraint  on  our  trade.  No 
Ssntlemaa  now  calls  for  "  specific  facts ;"  no  gen- 
eman  now  calls  for  evidence  against  France; 
every  gentleman  now  agrees  we  have  just  cause 
of  war  against  her ;  but  now  they  profess  to  doubt 
the  policy  of  protecting  that  trade  which  thev 
then  thought  so  important ;  now  it  is  not  wortn 
defending ;  now  it  is  mere  bagatelle ;  now  they  are 
willing  to  let  foreigners  regulate  our  markets,  take 
oor  ships,  imprbon  our  seamen,  and  take  posses- 
sion of  our  cities.  Now  we  are  seriously  mvited 
to  draw  our  heads  within  our  shells,  and  humbly 
take  what  foreigners  will  please  to  ^ive  us ;  and 
all  this  without  an  effort  to  defend  rights  so  dear 
and  sacred. 

These  were  not  the  sentiments  which  animated 
the  gentleman  on  the  former  occasion,  and  I  can- 
not account  for  the  difference  of  conduct  in  situa- 
tions so  similar.  The  gentleman  on  that  occasion 
stated  the  question  to  be,  whether  commercial 
regulations  should  be  adopted,  or  whether  we 
should  go  to  war?  Arms  were  to  be  the  resource 
if  milder  measures  Jfoiled  in  their  effect.  These 
gentlemen  were  then  ready  to  resist  and  to  repel 
the  aggressions  committed  on  us,  and  their  meas- 
ures were  stronuously  urged.  At  that  time  Great 
Britain  did  not  avow  the  wrongs  she  had  commit- 
tad  on  us,  nor  did  she  threaten  to  continue  them 
and  ravage  our  coasts,  both  which  France  now 
does.  Our  complaints  against  Great  Britain  were 
few  and  light,  compared  with  those  we  make 
ajB^ainst  France;  yet,  had  the  commercial  regula- 
tions then  proposed  by  these  ^ntlemen  proved  in- 
sufficient, blood  would  have  been  shed  m  defence 
of  the  rights  then  violated,  though  of  no  import- 
ance compared  with  the  injuries  under  which  we 
BOW  ffroan.  It  is  contended  by  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  (Mr.  NicaoLAs)  and  I  believe  by 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Galla- 
tin) that,  by  the  law  of  nations,  France  has  a 
rifht  to  search  our  vessels  in  order  to  discover 
wnether  they  have  on  board  contraband  articles, 
or  enemy's  property.  But  has  she  not  declared 
she  will  not  be  governed  by  the  law  of  nations  ? 
that  she  will  make  her  power  her  only  rule  of 
conduct  ?  And  will  it  be  said  that  she  may  avail 
herself  of  rights  j?iven  by  a  law,  the  injunctions 
of  which  she  wul  not  obey  ?  May  she  protect 
herself  under  that  law,  while  she  wiU  refuse  to  all 
other  nations  the  protection  it  promises  to  them  ? 
Do  we  allow  the  Algerines  or  the  pirates  of  Asia 
to  search  our  vessels  ?  We  may  reply  to  every 
Frenchman  who  demands  to  search  our  ships, 
"You  shall  not;  you  declare  you  will  condemn 
for  causes  which  you  admit  not  authorized  by  the 
ktw  of  nations^  and  you  shall  not  search  for  any 


cause  whatever."  Certainly  while  gentlemen 
admit  that  we  have  just  cause  of  war  against  her, 
they  cannot  consistently  contend  for  her  right  to 
search,  and  our  duty  to  submit. 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  says :  **  We 
ought  not  to  permit  our  vessels  to  serve  as  con- 
voys, because  to  convoy  our  merchantmen  is  to 
protect  them  against  the  unlawful  attacks,  and 
against  all  attacKs  of  foreign  ships;  that  to  defend 
our  vessels  against  the  agressions  of  France  by 
force,  is  to  fight ;  and  to  fignt  is  to  go  to  war ;  and 
a  state  of  war  is  a  greater  evil  twin  the  present 
state  of  things."  And  he  adds,  "we  had  better 
suffer  the  French  to  go  on  with  their  depreda- 
tions, unjust  and  enormous  as  they  are,  than  to 
take  any  step  which  may  lead  to  ¥rar." 

This  I  cannot  admit.  This  course  of  argumeni 
is  chosen.  I. believe,  to  give  currency  to  the  opin- 
ion than  the  Executive  and  a  part  of  this  House 
are  determined  on  war  in  behalf  of  Great  Britain. 
This  is  continually  insinuated  or  asserted,  though 
contrary  to  (be  repeated  and  most  sdemn  asseve* 
rations  of  the  late  and  present  Chief  Magistrates, 
and  of  many  of  the  members  of  this  body,  that 
they  anxiously  wish  peace  with  the  French  Re- 
public. This  alarm  is  rung  throughout  the  United 
States,  and  is  everywhere  preached  up  and  de- 
claimed against,  in  order  to  excite  meetings,  and 
to  raise  up  a  part  of  the  people  to  resist  the  meas- 
ures of  tne  Government,  however  just  and  ne- 
cessary they  may  be.  I  tnink  I  am  warranted  in 
this  assertion  by  a  number  of  circumstances.  Look 
at  the  petitions,  from  a  number  of  places,  a^inst 
suffering  your  merchantmen  to  arm  in  their  da- 
fence  against  a  nation  of  robbers.  Everywhere 
exertions  are  made  to  excite  dissatisfaction,  and  a 
flame  against  our  Government.  Everywhere  ace 
found  men  base  or  deluded  enough  to  present  their 
faces  in  broad  daylight,  and  revile  the  measures 
and  the  administration  of  the  Government.  Eve- 
rywhere do  they  recount  the  measures  they  con- 
demn— the  funding  system,  the  bank  law,  the  ex- 
cise, the  British  Treaty,  the  building  of  frigates, 
the  Federal  City,  and  the  stamp  act,  are  rung  in 
the  ears  of  the  public  as  monstrous,  unjust,  impol- 
itic, and  destructive  ;  although  thev  have  the  re- 
peated and  decided  approbation  of  majorities  in 
Congress,  and  of  the  people ;  and  althoi^  almost 
all  men,  even  those  who  excite  and  jom  in  the 
clamor,  acknowledge  that  every  principle  of  jus- 
tice now  forbids  their  repeal.  Instead  ot  alarming 
the  public  mind,  gentlemen  would  do  much  better 
service  to  their  country  by  quieting  and  appeasing 
it ;  and  by  instructing  the  people  m  the  true  prin- 
ciples of  the  laws,  in  the  absolute  necessity  ofstib- 
mitting  to^  and  restine  satisfied  with,  the  decision 
of  majorities,  unless  those  decisions  obviously  and 
mani^stly  led  to  the  destruction  of  the  country ; 
and  I  should  doubt  even  in  such  a  case  of  the  pro- 

Sriety  of  a  forcible  interference,  because  of  the 
anger  of  exercising  the  ridit  of  insurrection. 
When  measures  are  deliberately  adopted,  unanim- 
ity ought  to  i»revail  in  carryii^T  them  into  effect; 
but  nothing  is  in  fact  heard  but  the  jarring  sounds 
of  discord  and  division ;  if  the  laws  arenotopody 
opposed  and  disobeyed,  itisa  gmmhling.  relocmat 
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aubmiasiQD  wluch  is  yidded,  indicative  of  a  tem- 
per which  is  ready  for  resistance,  revolution,  and 
Dlood.  This  disposition,  though  seen  in  aU  places, 
commands  but  a  few  voices ;  for  the  honor  of  our 
couDtry,  a  very  great  majority  of  the  people  re- 
main uninfluenced  bv  these  factions  distuibers  of 
the  public  peace ;  ana,  thank  God,  they  have  lately 
experienced  a  &tal  and  dismal  defeat  in  a  partic- 
ular part  of  the  Union. 

But  says  the  geotleman  from  Pennsylvania, 
(Mr.  Uallatui)  we  had  better  rest  contented  as 
we  are,  "we  had  better  suffer  the  French  to  con- 
tinue their  captures  of  our  ships,  and  imprison- 
ment of  our  seamen,  we  had  better  suffer  them  to 
S>  on  with  their  depredations  than  to  go  to  war." 
ir,  what  loud  and  maolent  complaints  have  been 
made  against  us  for  ^' suffering'  the  British  to 
commit  the  very  same  kind  of  violence  upon  us; 
our  ears  yet  tingle  with  the  reproaches  neaped 
jQDon  us  for  suffering  precisely  the  same  atrocities 
which  we  are  now  invited  to  meet  with  tame  sub- 
mission. These  ffentlemen  have  heretofore  told 
OS  that  the  French  were  excused  for  their  robberies 
by  our  '*  suffering"  the  British  to  strengiben  their 
lorces  and  man  their  ships  with  our  seamen.  Is 
not  this  astonishing  ?  What  measure  of  depreda- 
tion and  plunder  may  the  British  not  adopt  by 
this  rule,  if  we  "  suffer'  the  French  to  strip  us  at 
the  present  rate?  They  have  hitherto  proceeded 
in  at  least  a  quadruple  ratio.  By  this  rule  we  shall 
he  required  to  <*  suffer"  the  British  to  take  our  last 
•hip,  and  our  last  man^  and  our  last  farthing. 
.  ^'  We  had  better  suffer  the  French  to  go  on  with 
their  dqnredations  than  go  to  war  V*  Sir.  this  is 
ail  the  French  claim  for  themselves.  They  now 
take  all  they  can  find;  they  are  perfectly  content- 
ed with  their  present  condition.  If  they  can  take 
and  destroy  the  whole  of  our  trade,  they  will  be 
satisfied.  The  continual  plunder  of  our  commerce 
will  be  worth  more  than  all  the  money  we  can  pay. 
But  let  gentlemen  recollect  that  France  has  ex- 
pressed the  strongest  hopes  of  conquering  her  ene- 
my, Great  Britain :  that  Power  which  now  alone 
opposes  itself  to  this  monster,  which  has  devour- 
ed half  of  Europe.  What  will  be  our  condition, 
what  will  be  our  means  of  defence,  when  she  has 
stripped  us  of  all  our  ships  and  seamen  ?  To  me 
it  appears  clear,  that  if  we  "  suffer"  France  "  to  go 
on"  u  will  end  in  the  complete  destruction  of  aU 
those  articles  in  which  consist  our, best  means  of 
defence.  I  am  not  for  doing  thisj  I  am  not  for 
giving  up  all  our  ships  and  seamen  to  French  ra- 
pacity ;  because,  I  believe,  if  we  ffive  up  these  we 
have  those  within  our  bosom  who  would  give  up 
^mr  country  too.  I  asain  call  on  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  (Mr.  Nicholas)  to  remember  the 
spirit  which  actuated  him  and  the  lan^age  he 
•poke,  on  the  former  occasion.  That  spirit,  were 
it  now  awake,  would  hold  a  different  tone  froiii 
what  we  hear  at  present.  We  are  advised  to  re- 
gain from  imng  the  power  we  possess  for  defend- 
ing ourselves  on  the  ocean,  and  to  declare  that  we 
wul  fold  up  our  arms  and  submit  to  be  stripped. 
No  nation  that  had  endured  the  wrongs  we  feel, 
and  against  whcMn  such  threats  had  been  pro- 
AouAced,  ever  said  '^  we  will  not  resist,  we  cannot 


afford  effectual  defence,  and  therefore  we  will  give 
no  defence  at  all."  I  hope  we  shall  not  subscribe 
to  such  a  declaration. 

Sir,  I  should  have  stood  astonished  at  the  lan- 
guage I  have  heard  from  these  ffentlemen;  I 
should  have  wondered  what  could  have  induced 
it,  but  for  what  I  have  in  my  hand.  Is  there  not 
something  peculiar  and  alarminff  in  an  invitation 
at  this  time  to  surrender  our  rights  and  independ* 
ence  to  a  foreign  nation ;  for  I  believe  the  conduct 
recommended  amounts  to  this?  If  we  turn  to 
the  despatches  from  France,  however,  we  shall 
see  it  all  accounted  fcv.  Mr., A.  then  read  the 
following  para^ph  from  the  conversation  of  M. 
Y.  with  our  Ministers  at  Paris : 

^  Perhaps  yon  befieve,  that  in  retnmhig  and  ezpoong 
to  your  conntrjrmen  the  nnreaaonableneM  of  the  de- 
mands of  this  Government,  vou  will  unite  them  m 
their  resistanoe  to  those  demands.  You  are  mistaken. 
You  ought  to  know  that  the  diplomatic  MU  of  Franos, 
and  the  means  she  poascsses  in  your  coontiy,  Me  aufi* 
dent  to  enable  her,  with  the  French  partv  in  Ameriea» 
to  throw  the  blame  which  will  attend  &e  rupturo  of 
the  negotiations  on  the  Federaliete,  as  you  term  yonr^ 
selves,  but  on  the  Britieh  party,  as  France  terms  you ; 
and  you  may  assure  yourMlves  this  will  be  done." 

Thb,  Mr.  Chairman,  furnishes  the  solution  of 
all  the  questions  which  arise,  of  all  the  inquiries 
that  are  made  into  the  motives  of  certain  gentle- 
men on  this  floor.  If  the  French  had  applied 
their  ^^  diplomatic  skill,"  the  means  "  they  possess 
in  this  country,"  with  the  most  perfect  address  and 
dexterity,  what  more  could  they  have  promised 
themselves  than  has  occurred?  Were  France 
herself  to  speak  through  an  American  mouth,  I 
cannot  conceive  what  we  would  say  more  than 
what  we  have  heard  firom  certain  gentlemen  to 
effect  her  purposes.  On  every  proposition  for  a 
prompt,  energetic,  and  effectual  defence  of  oar 
country,  we  are  met  with  Constitutionai  questions, 
theories,  doubts,  nice  distinctions,  learned  meta- 
ph}[6ical  disquisitions,  and  long  speeches  to  excite 
divisions,  to  encourage  their  party,  occupy  time, 
and  protract  the  denite  to  an  interminable  and 
provoking  extent;  and  this  by  men  who  hare 
been  long  devoted  to  her  cause.  This  is  the 
greatest  extent  to  which  her  most  artfnl  agent 
would  think  it  prudent  to  go;  open  and  direct 
opposition  to  all  defence  would  defeat  itself;  she 
must  be  condemned  and  her  measures  reprobated ; 
she  must  be  confessed  to  have  committed  out- 
rages on  our  rights ;  but  policy,  policy,  the  sweet, 
enchanting  song  of  policv,  must  be  chanted  in 
our  ears  £rever ;  policy  K>rbids  resistance  to  the 
only  wounds  she  inflicts.  She  attacks  us  only  br 
sea.  It  is  there  only  that  we  at  present  are  thI- 
neraUe;  and  there  this  syren,  policy,  is  to  sing  id 
to  sleep.  We  are  invited  to  surrender  the  ocean, 
and  "all  that  in  it  is,"  without  one  feeble  effort  or 
defence.  We  are  advised  not  to  resist  the  de- 
mands of  France,  though  called  upon  to  pay  her 
laige  smns  of  money. 

Mr.  LiviMOSTON  interrupted  Mr.  Allbn,  aad 
said  he  had  sat  still  a  long  time,  and  heard  a  most 
uncommon  strain  of  calumny  and  attacks;  but 
this  was  too  serious  a  chaig)^  to  pass  uimotiedL 
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He  wished  Mr.  A.  to  state  specifically  who 
had  expressed  such  a  sentiment,  for  he  had  not 
heard  it. 

On  the  penalty  of  my  life,  said  Mr.  Allen,  I 
would  not,  in  this  place  and  on  this  occasion, 
falsely  state  the  arguments  of  g'entlemen.  I  allude, 
sir,  to  what  was  said,  and  so  laboriously  supported, 
by  the  gentlemen  from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Gal- 
latin.) His  yery  words  were,  "  we  had  better 
suffer  the  French  to  go  on  with  their  depredations, 
than  to  take  any  step  which  may  lead  to  war." 
I  thought  I  had  so  often  reputed  the  expression 
that  no  gentleman  could  be  ignorant  of  what  I 
alluded  to.  If  it  does  not  amount  to  what  I  have 
stated,  I  hope  I  will  be  pardoned.  But  it  seems 
impossible  to  put  the  sentiment  into  plainer  and 
more  explicit  lanj^uage  than  that  in  which  the 
gentleman  himself  clothed  it. 

France  takes  our  ships,  condemns  them,  and 
treats  our  seamen  as  prisoners  of  war.  That  is, 
^e  shuts  them  up  in  her  jails.  We  complain  of 
her  conduct,  and  demand  that  she  cease  her  out- 
lages,  and  make  us  satisfaction.  She  replies  that 
she  will  continue  these  captures  unless  we  pay 
her  money ;  and  the  gentleman  now  says,  "  suffer 
her  to  go  on."  To  refuse  compliance  would  be  or 
refuse  to  suffer  her  to  continue  her  wrones  to 
enforce  any  of  her  demands ;  that  is,  it  would  be 
to  stand  on  our  defence  and  repel  her  attacks ; 
Imt  the  gentleman  says,  "suffer  her  to  go  on." 
This  I  ciul  advice  not  to  resist  her  demands.  Her 
demands,  taking  her  language  and  conduct  to- 
gether, are,  "  pay  me  money,  or  let  me  take  your 
ships  j"  for  neither  of  which  does  she  pretend  any 
justification.  And  the  gentleman  says,  *'  let  her 
take  your  ships."  Is  this  the  language  of  an  Ame- 
rican who  loves  his  country?  No,  sir,  it  is  the 
langua|re  of  a  foreign  agent.  Grenuine  Ameri- 
cans, sir,  disdain  such  language ;  they  love  their 
country  and  will  defend  it,  unless  the  art  of  these 
gentlemen  shall  paralyze  our  arm.  Crentlemen 
say  we  cannot  defend  ourselves ;  we  cannot  raise 
the  necessary  funds  to  maintain  a  war.  Sir,  we 
have  houses,  farms,  and  cattle,  and  we  will  spend 
the  last  farthing.  We  have  spirits^  blood,  and 
bodies,  and  we  will  lay  them  in  the  neld  of  battle 
for  our  country.  Do  gentlemen  say  that  we  can- 
not defend  ourselves?     Sir,  this  is  a  ' 


which  Americans  are  not  used  to  hear ;  they  will 
defend  the  rights,  the  honor,  the  independence  of 
their  country  or  perish ;  the  "  diplomatic  skill  of 
France,  her  means,  and  her  party  in  this  country," 
notwithstandip^. 

In  aid  of  this  argument  of  policy,  it  is  urged 
that  there  still  remains  some  chance,  some  hope  of 
preservinff  peace  \  and  this  chance,  this  hope^  is 
attempted  to  be  made  a  basis  of  action.  I  wish 
any  such  existed  on  which  a  single  operation 
could  be  built ;  but  I  discover  none.  The  gentle- 
man from  Virginia  (Mr.  Nicholas)  told  us  yes- 
terday that  he  did  not  believe  the  present  state  of 
thing^  could  long  exist,  that  peace  must  soon  take 
place  in  Europe— on  which,  such  was  his  opinion 
of  France,  justice  would  be  done  us. 

Mr.  Nicholas  interrupted  Mr.  A.,  saying  he 
had  said  no  such  thing. 


Mr.  Allen  said  the  gentleman's  words  were, 
^'  we  shall  be  restored  to  our  rights." 

Mr.  Nicholas  replied  that  he  meant  that  the 
Powers  at  war  would  then  cease  to  violate  our 
rights. 

Mr.  Allen  continued.  That  may  have  been 
the  gentleman's  idea,  but  his  words  naturally  im- 
ported remuneration,  a  compensation  for  the  vio- 
lation of  our  rights.  But,  sir,  as  the  gentleman 
himself  has  now  stated  his  idea,  what  ioundation 
is  there  for  it  ?  I  do  not  understand  France  thus 
to  speak  for  herself.  I  understand  her  to  make 
her  passions  her  guid&  and  her  power  her  only 
rule ;  and  though,  while  she  is  en^^aged  in  com- 
bating the  most  powerful  nation  in  Europe,  she 
cannot  wa^e  an  open  war  with  us  \  yet  when  she 
has  brought  that  Power  to  her  feet,  she  reminds 
us  of  our  fate  by  the  mention  of  Venice,  and  other 
Powers  of  Europe,  which  have  been  obliged  to 
submit  to  her  dominion.  [Mr.  A.  read  anothec 
passage  from  the  despatches,  in  which  it  is  said, 
should  not  an  invasion  of  England  actually  take 
place,  yet  the  alarm,  interruption  of  trade,  and 
the  expense  which  it  would  creat^  would  ulti- 
mately wear  them  out,  and  obli^  tnem  to  make 
peace.]  The  latter  I  fear  will  oe  the  event.  I 
believe  they  will  not  conquer  that  country  by  at- 
tack ;  but  tnere  is  too  much  reason  to  believe  they 
will  drive  it  to  an  ignominious  peace  by  the  long 
continued  conflict.  And  can  we  expect  that 
France,  when  she  has  made  peace  with  England, 
will  sit  down  in  quiet  and  cultivate  only  the  arts 
of  peace,  and  breathe  nothing  but  good  will  to 
men  ?  Wheti  she  has  humbled  the  onlv  power 
that  presents  a  formidable  front  and  terrible  aspect, 
is  she  to  set  about  the  introduction  of  that  mil- 
lenium  of  peace  and  purity  sf  wiiich  we  have 
heard  so  many  fine  promises  and  poetical  predic- 
tions? On  the  contrary,  if  our  difficulties  are  not 
settled  with  her  before  the  subjugation  of,  or  a 
peace  with  Qreat  Britain  takes  place,  and  by 
that  means  her  fleets  which  now  serve  us  as  a 
barrier,  are  withdrawn  from  the  contest,  they  will 
not  be  settled  at  all ;  and  if  the  course  to  which 
we  are  invited  is  taken,  and  we  now  "  suflfer"  her 
to  strip  us  of  our  ships  and  seamen,  we  shall  be 
incapable  of  defending  ourselves.  We  have  every 
thing  to  expect  that  tne  avarice,  the  ambition,  the 
malice,  and  the  power  of  France  can  inflict.  Sir. 
if  Great  Britain  falls^  and  we  remain  a  divided 
people,  I  look  for  nothing  but  bloodshed,  slaughter, 
pillage,  and  a  complete  subjection  to  France. 
How  can  we  prevent  it?  Nothing  else  can  be 
expected  while  gentlemen  continue  their  present 
line  of  conduct ;  while  to  every  measure  of  de- 
fence the  expense  is  objected^  and  the  people  are 
told  they  cannot  pay  it ;  while  a  land  tax  is  held 
out  to  the  people  as  the  greatest  of  all  evils,  and 
by  these  and  everv  possible  art  the  public  arm  is 
paralyzed,  the  public  force  destroved. 

Let  me  add,  as  no  contemptible  engine  in  this 
business  of  sowing  discord,  dissension^  and  dis- 
trust of  the  Gk>vemment,  a  vile  incendiary  paper 
published  in  this  city,  which  constantly  teems 
with  the  most  atrocious  abuse  of  all  the  measures 
of  the  Qovernment,  and   its  administrators.    A 
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flood  of  calumny  is  constantly  poured  forth  against 
those  whom  the  people  have  chosen  as  the  guar- 
dians of  the  nation.  The  priyilege  of  franking 
letters  is  ahused  in  sending  this  paper  into  all 
parts  of  the  country ;  and  the  purest  characters  are, 
through  this  mediiun,  prostrated  and  laid  low  in  the 
view  of  the  people.  No  nation,  no  GJovernment 
was  ever  so  insulted.  In  another  country,  this 
printer  and  his  supporters  would  long  ago  have 
found  A  fourth  of  September;  and  this  paper  is  well 
known  always  to  speak  the  sentiments  of,  and 
to  he  supported  by,  certain  gentlemen  in  this 
House.  These,  sir,  are  the  fruits  of  "the  diplo- 
matic skill  of  France" — these  are  the  effects  of 
her  "means" — these  are  the  efforts  of  "her  party 
in  this  country."  I  am  aware  that  our  Grovern- 
ment  may  not  always^  on  all  occasions,  have  act- 
c^  with  the  most  perfect  wisdom ;  what  Groveru- 
ment  ever  did?  we  are  not  perfect,  it  is  the  lot  of 
humanity  to  err.  But  who  would  have  conducted 
our  a&irs  more  wisely?  Will  gentlemen  never 
eease  their  reproaches?  The  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania,  not  many  days  since,  declared  that 
if  we  have  war  with  Prance,  it  will  be  owing  to 
the  publication  of  the  despatches  and  instructions? 
I  wish  we  may  avoid  a  war,  if  possible — but  if 
we  do  not,  if  war  must  come,  I  cannot  believe 
it  will  be  produced  by  that  publication.  The 
publication  of  those  papers  is  acknowleged  by  the 
gentleman  to  be  an  innocent  act  in  itselt.  A 
proceeding  so  proper  and  so  honorable  cannot 
draw  upon  us  hostility  and  vengeance;  our  enemy 
needs  no  such  pretext,  she  scorns  it — she  finds  in 
her  ambition,  and  her  lust  of  domination^  motives 
enouffh  for  war.  I  desire  that  all  the  citizens  of 
the  United  States  should  learn  that  this  gentle- 
man has  said  "the  publication  of  these  papers  will 
lead  France  to  make  war  on  us,"  and  I  am  sure 
they  cannot  mistake  the  motives  to  the  declara- 
tion. It  is  not  the  language  of  patriotism  to  say 
that  the  publication  of  what  the  people  were  anx- 
iously looking  for  and  expecting  is  to  produce  a 
war.  The  language  of  every  man  who  loves  his 
country  ought  to  be,  "A  majority  has  determined 
what  shall  be  done,  and  we  will  support  it;  if  it 
was  our  error  it  was  not  a  vice^  and  we  will  de- 
fend it."  But  it  was  not  an  error.  Such  is  not 
the  language  to  be  produced  by  the  "diplomatic 
skill  of  France."  That  skiU  shows  itselt  in  great 
apparent  inoderation  and  candor,  but  will  slyly 
promote  principles  calculated  to  palsy  our  efforts 
and  defeat  all  the  exertions  for  the  protection  of 
our  country's  rights  and  independence.  Such 
things  will  oe  practised  until  all  men  will  agree  to 
prefer  their  own  country  to  every  other.  But  I 
believe  there  are  men  in  this  country,  in  this 
House,  whose  hatred  and  abhorrence  of  our  Grov- 
emment  leads  them  to  prefer  another,  profligate 
and  ferocious  as  it  is. 

The  ^ntlemen  who  press  upon  us  these  two 
ideas,  viz:  *^  we  have  some  chance  of  peace;  and, 
an  European  peace  will  restore  to  us  our  rights," 
have  heretofore  assumed  to  understand  the  tem- 
per, policy,  and  projects  of  the  French  Grovern- 
ment ;  and  thereupon  have  clain^ed  authority  to 
direct  our  affairs  in  relation  to  France;  and  have 


bitterly  and  loudly  condemned  our  want  of  faith 
in  them.  Let  as  examine  the  grounds  of  their 
claims — let  us  see  how  far  their  predictions  here- 
tofore have  been  verified. 
4  Genet  and  his  partisans  in  this  country  told 
us  France  did  not  wish  us  to  join  her  in  the  war. 
A  few  months  after  this,  he  pulled  his  instructions 
from  his  pocket,  and  tney  were  found  to  enjoin 
upon  him  to  employ  all  possible  means  to  draw 
us  into  the  war.  These  gentlemen  understood 
Great  Britain  too — they  knew  she  would  not  treat 
with  us  at  all,  much  less  on  any  terms  of  recipro- 
city. When  that  treaty  was  made  and  ratified, 
they  so  clearly  saw  her  perfidy,  and  her  hypocrisy, 
they  were  certain  she  would  not  perform  on  her 
part  those  stipulations  which  were  favorable  to 
us;  they  knew  she  would  not  deliver  up  the 
western  posts,  &c.  Sir,  we  see  that  Power  per- 
forming her  engagements  with  a  religiously  good 
faith,  that  France  and  her  ferocious  tyrants  never 
knew. 

These  gentlemen  have  constantly  assured  us 
that  all  the  robberies,  the  decrees  of  spoliation,  the 
violations  of  her  treaty  with  us,  her  embargoes, 
her  compulsory  contracts  with  our  merchants  in 
her  ports,  and  ner  disregard  of  aU  her  contracts, 
were  measures  necessary  to  her  very  existence, 
that  they  were  the  result  of  "an  imperious  neces- 
sity :"  and  that  when  that  necessity  ceased,  when 
her  liberties  were  secured,  when  she  had  repelled 
and  humbled  the  despots  of  Europe  who  were 
leagued  against  her,  she  would  cease  her  out- 
ra£[es,  and  would  render  justice  to  all  who  had 
suffered  by  her  wrongs.  Let  the  gentlemen  hold 
up  their  heads,  and  declare  to  us  what  is  now  the 
case.  She  extends  and  increases  her  ravages; 
her  voracious  jaws  have  engulphed  all  that  has 
come  within  her  reach.  Sir,  I  will  remind  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Nicholas)  and 
the  gentlemen  who  then  acted  and  now  act  with 
him,  that  to  the  Answer  to  the  President's  Speech, 
at  the  session  last  Summer,  he  moved  an  amend- 
ment in  the  following  words,  viz:  "The  rejection 
of  our  Minister,  and  the  manner  of  dismissing 
him  from  the  territories  of  Franc^  have  excitea 
our  warmest  sensibility :  and,  if  followed  by  simi- 
lar measures,  and  a  refusal  of  all  negotiation  on 
the  subject  of  our  mutual  complaints,  will  put  an 
end  to  every  friendly  relation  between  the  two 
countries;  but  we  flatter  ourselves  that  the  Grov- 
ernment  of  France  only  intended  to  suspend  the 
ordinary  diplomatic  intercourse,  and  to  bring  into 
operation  those  extraordinary  agencies  which  are 
in  common  use  between  nations,  and  which  are 
confined  in  their  attention  to  the  great  causes  of 
difference.  We  therefore  receive  with  the  utmost 
satisfaction  your  information  that  a  fresh  attempt 
at  negotiation  will  be  instituted ;  and  we  expect 
with  confidence  that  a  mutual  spirit  of  concilia- 
tion, and  a  disposition  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States  to  place  France  on  the  footing  of  other 
countries,  by  removing  the  inequalities  which 
may  have  arisen  in  the  operation  of  our  respective 
treaties  with  them,  will  produce  an  accommoda- 
tion comnatible  with  the  engagements,  rights, 
duties,  and  honor  of  the  United  States." 
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Thi^ amendment  was  most  zealously  supported, 
and  the  debate  upon  it  occupied  this  House  near 
three  weeks  at  the  extraordinary  session  last  Sum- 
mer. I  then  thought  it  ill-timed,  hut  I  now  be- 
lieve it  was  a  fortunate  motion — it  serves  as  a  test 
by  which  to  try  these  gentlemen.  The  plain  lan- 
^age  of  it  was,  "We  will  make  another  attempt 
to  negotiate,  and  a  repetition  of  her  abuses  will 
convince  us  that  we  cannot  have  any  friendly 
connexions  with  France."  Sir,  putting  an  end 
to  all  friendly  relations  between  two  countries, 
I  understand  to  be  placing  them  in  a  state  of 
hostility.  I  know  of  no  mongrel^  half-breed  state 
of  things,  after  such  an  end  is  put  to  our  relations 
with  a  foreign  nation ;  it  is  war,  or  it  is  peace. 
The  citizens  of  one  have  a  rig^ht  to  be  received 
in  the  ports  of  the  other  in  a  friendly  manner,  or 
they  have  not — if  they  have,  it  is  peace ;  if  they 
have  not,  it  is  war.  The  President  has  made  a 
fresh  attempt  at  negotiation;  he  has  sent  three 
Ministers  in  place  of^the  one,  to  beg  and  pray  for 
compromising,  for  negotiation,  for  justice,  and 
for  peace.  The  haughty  Directory  will  not  re- 
ceive them,  will  not  hear  themj  its  vile  agents 
ihsult  them  with  demands  of  enormous  sums. 
Sir.  France  not  only  will  not  negjotiate,  but  she 
will  not  even  suspend  her  depredations  while  one 
of  our  Envovs  can  return  home  to  procure  such 
powers  as  sne  demands  to  be  given  them.  She 
admits  the  justice  of  our  complaints,  and  declares 
we  shall  submit  to  her  power.  The  event  on 
which  the  gentleman  counted  in  his  amendment 
has  happened,  but  he  now  warmly  contends  for  a 
continuation  of  friendly  relations  between  the 
two  countries.  It  is  proved  the  Government  of 
France  did  not  intend  only  to  suspend  the  ordina- 
ry diplomatic  intercourse,  and  to  bring  into  exer- 
tion those  extraordinary  agencies.  We  have  re- 
sorted to  such  extraordinary  agencies ;  we  have 
sent  three  Envoys  Extraordinary.  Her  first  re- 
jection of  our  Minister  has  been  followed  by 
similar  measures,  and  a  refusal  of  all  negotiation, 
and  the  gentleman  now  vehemently  contends 
atgainst  even  defence  and  resistance! 

It  is  proved  tbat  the  gentleman's  "  confidence" 
in  the  success  of  this  "  fresh  attempt"  to  negotiate 
was  utterly  destitute  of  foundation;  and  now 
again  he  says  "  there  is  some  chance  of  peace," 
and  ^^ peace  in  Europe  will  restore  to  us  our 
rights."  By  this  time  I  think  the  gentleman 
should  hesitate  and  pause  a  little  before  he  pro- 
nounces any  more  creeds  on  the  subject  of  French 
justice,  French  honor,  French  moderation,  French 
magnanimity. 

The  gentleman  in  hb  amendment  also  said: 
^'We  cannot  believe  that  any  serious  expectation 
can  be  entertained  of  withdrawing  the  support  of 
the  people  from  their  Constitutional  agents" — and 
now  she  boasts  of  "  her  means  and  her  party"  in 
America. 

Sir,  our  dangers  are  too  imminent,  too  awful, 
to  trifle  with ;  our  measures  must  be  prompt,  en- 
ergetic, and  decisive.  I  wish  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  could  be  convinced  of  the  propriety 
of  withdrawing  his  motion,  and  of  the  necessity 
of  unanimity  in  our  councils. 


[Mr.  A.  read  from  the  despatches  a  part  of  Mr. 
Y.%  address  to  our  Envoys.]  "What,"  he  (Mr. 
Y.)  asked,  "  would  be  our  situation,  ifpeace  should 
be  made  with  England  before  our  difierences  with 
France  could  be  accommodated?"  This  is  a  sol- 
emn inquiry;  this  is  a  question  on  which  we 
should  well  consider ;  I  pray  the  gentlemen  who 
are  now  opposing  our  measures  to  make  the  an- 
swer, and  I  wish  the  light  of  a  Divine  revelation 
in  the  solution.  But  if  gentlemen  will  not  join 
us  heart  and  hand,  in  the  defence  of  our  rights 
and  our  independence,  I  do  trust  a  fervor  will 
kindle  and  spread  through  the  country  which  will 
compel  gentlemen  to  act  and  do  their  duty. 

I  hope,  sir,  the  committee  will  pardon  my  ar- 
dor on  tnis  occasion ;  I  am  sure  a  majority  will. 
I  cannot  hear  the  threats  which  are  thrown  out 
against  us--I  cannot  hear  the  denunciations  of 
France  against  my  country — and  sit  down  calmly 
to  calculate  the  pounds,  shillings,  and  pence,  which 
it  will  cost  to  defend  it.  I  do  hope,  sir,  the  fervor 
of  the  countrjr,  if  nothing  else  can  anect  certain 
gentlemen,  will  oblige  this  House  to  proceed  im- 
mediately in  such  measures  as  are  proper  for  our 
defence.  I  pray  God  this  may  speedily  be  the 
case,  or  we  are  a  ruined  and  devoted  people.  But 
while  I  see  such  motions  as  the  present  brought 
forward,  and  a  pure  American  (Mr.  Brent)  de- 
clare that  such  sentiments  as  we  heard  yesterday 
from  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  "  would 
do  honor  to  the  head  and  heart  of  any  man,"  I 
despair  of  any  considerable  degree  of  unanimity 
in  tnis  House. 

Mr.  Allen  having  concluded — 

Mr.  Otis  said,  he  would  not  pretend  to  judge  of 
the  sincerity  of  gentlemen  who  declared  them- 
selves ready  to  adopt  efiectual  measures  for  the 
defence  of  the  country,  according  to  their  concep- 
tion of  that  object,  but  he  thought  their  construc- 
tion of  the  term,  "  defence  of  the  country,"  was 
extremely  limited  and  partial.  If,  in  ordinary 
cases,  it  was  requisite  for  the  illustration  of  a 
question  to  agree  upon  the  definition  of  terms,  it 
was  still  more  important  on  the  present  occasion. 
When  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  and 
others,  speak  of  the  defence  of  the  country,  they 
evidently  mean  to  confine  their  ideas  to  a  aefence 
of  the  soil.  He,  on  the  other  hand,  conceived 
that  the  essential  part  of  a  country  was  the  peo- 
ple ;  and,  when  he  considered  the  subject  of^  de- 
fence, he  wished  that  it  might  be  such  a  defence 
as  would  embrace  the  whole  mass  of  the  citizens 
distributed  into  different  professions,  and  together 
constituting  what  he  called  the  countryr.  The 
soil  was  no  otherwise  deserving  of  protection  than 
as  it  formed  a  portion  of  the  property  of  the  citi- 
zens. It  was,  without  doubt,  the  principal  and 
most  valuable  portion  ;  but  there  were  other  kinds 
of  property  which,  for  the  same  reason,  had  also 
claims  to  protection.  The  ship  of  a  merchant  is 
not  less  the  property  of  the  country  than  the  house 
of  a  farmer.  The  sailor  who  ploughs  the  ocean 
is  not  less  a  citizen  than  the  husbandman  who 
ploughs  the  soil.  There  is  nothing  sacred  in  the 
soil,  distinct  from  the  people  who  inhabit  it. 
Many  extensive  tracts  of  the  soil  q( this  country- 
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deep  morasses,  trackless  swamps,  and  howling  des- 
erts— were  of  no  value  whatever ;  yet  they  be- 
long to  the  people — they  are  a  part  of  our  public 
or  private  property,  which  no  man  would  feel  au- 
thorized formally  to  abandon. 

Mr.  O.  would  agree  that  sometimes  the  resour- 
ces of  a  country  would  not  be  found  equal  to  the 
protection  of  all  the  citizens,  or  of  their  property. 
In  such  instances,  he  allowed  that  a  preference 
was  due  to  the  most  numerous  class  of  citizens, 
and  to  the  most  valuable  part  of  their  property,  it 
all  were  equally  exposed  to  danger ',  but  when  a 
Government  is  unable  to  extend  its  protection 
to  the  whole  community,  it  is  sufficient  to  be 
silent  with  respect  to  that  part  o(  it  which  is  left 
defenceless  and  exposed.  It  is  an  aggravation  of 
the  misfortune  to  declare  this  imbecility  to  the 
world,  to  depress  the  spirits  of  your  own  citizens, 
and  point  them  out  as  victims  for  your  enemies. 
In  the  bill  before  us,  it  is  sufficient  to  provide  such 
a  number  of  vessels  as  are  nearly  equal  to  the  de- 
fence of  the  coast,  without  saying  to  our  mer- 
chants, "Your  country  cannot  protect  you."  It 
is  enough  to  leave  them  to  taie  care  of  them- 
selves, or  to  permit  the  Executive  to  allow  them 
convoy  or  not,  as  circumstances  may  arise ;  but 
to  declare  to  the.merchants  of  the  United  States — 
to  fifty  thousand  seamen — to  the  manufacturers, 
tradesmen,  and  laboring  poor  dependent  on  them 
^in  explicit  terms,  that  they  are  abandoned  and 
expatriated  j  to  say,  in  the  mournful  language  of 
gentlemen,  "We  wish  to  God  we  could  protect 
you,  but  we  cannot  do  it ;"  to  pronounce  this  tre- 
mendous sentence  upon  a  number  of  persons, 
equal,  upon  a  moderate  computation,  to  the  in- 
habitants of  the  largest  State  in  the  Union,  would 
be  an  impolitic,  uniust,  and  dishonorable  insult. 

Let  us,  said  Mr.  O.,  try  this  principle  by  another 
test  Great  sums  of  mon^y  have  been  appropria- 
ted for  the  fortification  of  ports  and  harbors,  and 
for  the  defence  of  the  coast,  still  no  gentleman  be- 
lieves that  every  part  of  our  extensive  coast  is  ca- 
pable of  defence,  or  that  our  resources  will  enable 
ns  to  fortify  all  our  ports  and  harbors.  But  have 
we  said  to  any  part  of  the  people  of  our  country, 
"It  will  be  too  expensive  to  protect  you?"  Or 
have  we  said  to  foreign  natiotis,  **  Look  here,  or 
there,  and  you  will  find  us  vulnerable  and  defence- 
less ?"  No.  The  means  of  defence  will  be  em- 
ployed and  apportioned  to  the  best  advantage;  but, 
if  It  were  doubtful  whether  G^rgia  or  Maine 
could  be  put  into  a  posture  of  defence,  we  should 
hardly  declare  to  those  districts,  or  to  the  world, 
that  we  thought  them  untenable.  Yet  this  is  the 
amount  of  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania,  and  it  is  in  this  view  of  it  he  was 
astonished  to  find  it  introduced.  He  had  often 
heard  from  gentlemen  the  assertion  that  we  were 
not  able  to  protect  our  own  commerce,  and  that 
our  utmost  means  were  equivalent  only  to  a  terri- 
torial defence.  He  would  not  comment  upon  the 
truth  or  policy  of  such  remarks.  He  did  not  how- 
ever expect  that  a  proclamation  of  them,  in  the 
form  oithis  amendment,  would  have  been  offered 
for  the  sanction  of  the  House.  Yet  this  is  strictly 
the  fact.     We  are  invited  to  say  that  we  wiu 


guard  against  an  invasion  of  our  shores,  but  not 
against  the  wanton  and  unjust  attacks  or  our  pro- 
perty at  sea ;  that  we  will  defend  what  is  not  ex- 
posed to  danger,  and  desert  what  is  every  moment 
liable  to  destruction.  If  this  system  is  to  be 
adopted  upon  the  eve  of  a  war,  we  may  as  well 
submit  at  once  to  the  proud  and  oppressive  nation, 
of  whose  conduct  we  complain. 

But  the  question  recurs :  Do  the  United  States 
possess  the  means  of  protecting  their  commerce? 
He  believed  that  no  country  was  naturally  more 
competent  to  afford  this  protection.  Our  country 
abounds  with  the  principal  materials  requisite  for 
building  a  Navy.  This  opinion  is  not  novel,  bat 
has  received  the  sanction  of  jrreat  men  and  wise 
Legislatures.  Examine  the  Journals  of  Congress 
in  the  year  1775.  It  will  there  appear  that  reso- 
lutions were  passed  for  building  six  or  eifht 
frigates  and  other  vessels  of  war;  and  at  the  close 
of  the  session  no  difficulty  appeared  in  providing 
the  ways  and  means.  jE*hey  resolred  that  the 
money  should  be  provided  after  having  decided 
that  the  expense  was  necessary.  Such  was  the 
mode  of  doings  business  at  that  period,  such  ought 
to  be  the  mode  of  effecting  it  now,  under  circum- 
stances beyond  comparison  more  auspicious— 
with  double  the  population,  an  immense  addition 
to  our  mercantile  and  affricultural  capital,  and  a 
regular  Grovernment.  It  is  tru^,  that  towards  the 
end  of  the  war,  the  Navy  of  the  United  States 
was  diminished  by  captures,  but  not  before  it  had 
much  more  than  mdemnified  the  Government  for 
the  cost  of  its  construction  and  maintenance  by 
prizes.  So  firmly  persuaded  was  Congress  of  its 
utility,  that  in  the  year  1783.  immediately  after 
the  conclusion  of  peace,  upon  a  recent  view  and 
fair  estimate  of  the  gain  and  loss  of  a  Naval  Es- 
tablishment, a  resolution  was  adopted  declaring  a 
respectable  marine  to  be  a  desirable  object,  and 
recommending  to  the  States  to  provide  funds  for 
its  accomplishment.  In  the  Notes  on  Virginia 
fan  authority  he  was  fond  of  quoting)  the  expe- 
aiency  of  a  naval  armament  is  also  advocated. 
Besides,  sir,  said  he,  why  have  we  not  equal  ability 
to  build  and  maintain  a  Navy  with  the  States  oif 
Denmark  or  Sweden,  whose  population  and  re- 
sources are  inferior  to  ours  1  Why  cannot  this 
country  provide  a  fleet  as  well  as  Peter  the  Great 
of  Russia,  at  a  time  when  his  people  were  just 
emerging  from  barbarism,  and  when  the  arts  were 
imperfectly  known  in  his  country  ?  It  may  be  said, 
indeed^  that  this  was  achieved  by  the  force  or 
despotism ;  but  he  believed  that  the  force  of  pa- 
triotism could  effect  much  greater  miracles ;  tnat 
the  free  American  could  serve  his  country  more 
effectually  than  the  Russian  boor,  fod  that  the 
hnpulse  of  liberty  was  a  greater  stimulus  than 
the  lash  of  the  knout. 

But  it  was  objected  to  this  power  of  ^rantmff 
convoy,  that  this  employment  of  the  vessels  would 
be  a  cause  of  war.  [Mr.  Gallatin  said  he  did 
not  say  it  would  be  a  cause  of  war.  but  that  ^t 
would  be  war.]  Mr.  O.  replied  that  ne  could  not 
conceive  that  any  act  perfectly  consistent  with 
the  laws  of  nations  and  a  state  of  neutrality 
should  be  considered  as  actual  wai^4,  no  princi{»e 
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was  more  indisputable  than  this  right  of  convoy. 
It  had  been  denied  with  great  audacity,  but  it 
could  not  be  doubted  by  any  man  moderately  con- 
versant with  the  law  of  nations,  or  who  had  read 
a  history  of  modern  Europe.  A  difference  had 
been  hinted  between  the  situation  of  the  northern 
Powers  of  Europe,  at  the  period  of  the  armed 
neutrality,  and  the  state  of  this  country ;  but  this 
right  haa  been  exercised  prior  to  the  formation  of 
the  armed  neutrality,  and  has  been  uniformly  as- 
serted and  adopted  m  practice  during  the  present 
war.  On  the  27th  ot  March,  1794,  a  new  con- 
vention was  framed  between  Denmark  and  Swe- 
den, recognising  this  right  and  resolving  upon  a 
naval  force  to  maintain  it.  [He  read  this  con- 
vention.] In  the  same  year  we  find  that  a  de- 
mand was  preferred  by  these  Powers  to  the  British 
Government  for  an  indemnity  for  their  captured 
ships  and  property.  An  ample  compensation  was 
made,  yet  the  fleets  of  Sweden  and  Denmark 
were  not  equal  to  the  British  fleet ;  but  the  equip- 
ment discovered  a  determination  to  defend  and 
vindicate  tbeir  rights,  and  it  produced  its  effect. 
But  how  was  this  convoy,  Mr.  O.  asked,  equiva- 
lent to  actual  war  7  Is  it  because  our  vessels  will 
not  submit  to  be  searched  by  the  French?  If 
this  be  deemed  by  gentlemen  equivalent  to  an  ac- 
tual state  of  war,  it  will  not  be  induced,  but  may 
be  prevented,  by  convoys ;  for  imder  present  cir- 
cumstances a  private  vessel  may  resist  the  attempt 
to  search  when  destitute  of  a  convoy.  Does  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  then  intend  that* 
this  bill  will  amount  to  a  declaration  of  war  ? 
That  cannot  be  pretended.  Or  will  it  afford  a 
pretext  for  war?  It  is  too  late  to  think  of  avoid- 
mg  pretexts.  France  wants  no  pretexts,  she  waits 
only  for  convenience.  She  threatened  to  ravaee 
your  coasts ;  she  warned  you  of  the  fate  of  Ve- 
nice ;  the  feet  of  the  nation  are  raised  to  trample 
on  your  necks ',  their  bayonets  are  burnished  to 
plunge  into  your  bosoms.  The  war  with  England 
affords  her  sufficient  employment  at  present ;  let 
them  succeed  in  their  enterprise  against  her,  and 
then  see  whether  you  will  escape  from  oppression 
and  war. 

Great  reliance  has  been  placed  upon  the  asser- 
tion that  the  late  decrees  oi  the  Directory  affect 
only  an  inconsiderable  and  disadvantageous  part 
of  our  commerce.  Our  carriage  of  British  goods 
and  our  direct  trade  with  the  British  dominions. 
in  which  branches  of  commerce  the  British  will 
exclude  us,  from  their  ability  to  convoy  and  to 
carry  at  a  cheaper  rate.  It  is  further  said  that  if 
we  remain  at  peace  our  trade  xvill  be  unmolested, 
except  in  the  cases  specified  in  those  decrees,  but 
that  a  rupture  with  France  will  deprive  us,  not 
only  of  her  trade,  but  of  that  of  all  the  nations  in 
alliance  with  her  or  under  her  control.  He  won- 
dered greatly  that  gentlemen  did  not  perceive  the 
simple  answer  to  Uiese  objections.  In  all  those 
cases,  if  their  arguments  were  just,  there  would 
be  no  occasion  tor  the  employment  of  convoy, 
and  the  vessels  would  either  not  be  purchased  or 
they  would  be  destined  to  some  other  use ;  to  de- 
fend the  coast,  or  to  protecft  the  transportation  of 
our  troops  and  military  stores.    But  he  did  not 


beUeve  in  the  solidity  of  these  arguments.  France 
did  not  mean  to  permit  this  country  to  carry  on 
any  species  of  commerce  that  she  could  prevent ; 
no  gentleman  could  seriously  believe  that  she 
would  confine  herself,  though  unjust  and  cruel  in 
a  high  dcCTee,  to  the  letter  or  spirit  of  her  late  de- 
crees. We  have  authentic  information  that  she 
captures  all  she  meets,  and  the  Arch  Bucanier 
of  the  West  Indies  has  published  an  edict  pur- 
porting that  nothing  must  be  suffered  to  escape ; 
neither  was  it  to  be  imagined  that,  in  the  event 
of  war  with  a  nation,  we  should  be  shut  out  from 
the  ports  of  the  other  European  nations.  Of  the 
fifty-one  millions  of  our  annual  exports,  a  moiety 
consists  of  the  produce  of  other  countries,  of  su- 
gars, teas,  coffee,  cotton,  and  other  articles,  the 
demand  for  which  is  constant  and  must  be  sup- 
plied. This  supply  must  be  obtained  from  those 
countries  which  can  carry  cheapest.  At  present, 
for  this  reason,  it  is  principally  derived  from  this 
country.  It  is  a  monstrous  supposition  that 
France  should  acquire  such  an  ascendancy  in  Eu- 
rope as  to  compel  Spain,  Holland,  the  Hanse- 
Towns,  Russia,  and  the  Italian  States,  to  fore- 
close our  commerce,  and  to  deprive  themselves  of 
the  advantages  of  nurchasing  supplies  from  those 
who  can  furnish  tnem  with  the  best  advantage ; 
such  a  system  could  never  be  enforced  ;  all  those 
countries  would  be  interested  to  elude  it;  the 
trade  that  was  interrupted  in  a  direct  course  would 
be  carried  on  circuitously  ;  but  still  it  would  con- 
tinue, and,  if  protected,  would  flourish.  The  ef- 
fect, therefore,  of  denying  convoy  to  our  mer- 
chants will  be  to  destroy  this  ^reat  and  beneficial 
carrying  trade;  to  transfer  its  emoluments  to 
other  nations ;  to  annihilate  forty  millions  worth 
of  shipping,  and  to  starve  or  banish  sixty  thou- 
sand sailors  and  their  families.  Upon  the  value 
of  our  lands  and  produce,  the  operation  of  this 
amendment  would  be  highly  pernicious.  The 
farmers  have  been  amused  witn  the  idea  that  if 
our  own  vessels  are  embargoed,  the  British  and 
neutral,  ships  will  come  hither  for  their  produce, 
and  that  their  interest  will  not  suffer.  But  it 
should  be  remembered  that,  with  respect  to  the 
produce  of  our  country,  there  is  a  great  difference 
between  seeking  and  waiting  for  a  market.  It 
chiefly  consists  of  provisions  and  the  necessaries 
of  life,  with  which  nature  In  some  measure  pro- 
vides all  countries.  As  the  seasons  vary ;  as  the 
harvest  is  more  or  less  abundant ;  the  demand  for 
this  produce  also  fluctuates,  and  one  nation  may 
accidentally  possess  an  immense  surplus,  while 
another  is  threatened  with  famine.  The  enter- 
prise of  the  exporter  enables  him  to  discover  and 
avail  himself  of  such  circumstances,  and  when 
trade  is  free  the  amount  of  our  produce  will  be 
the  greatest  quantity  which  our  industry  can  raiscu 
but  when  exportation  is  restrained,  the  demand 
is  uncertain  ;  the  merchant  will  not  risk  the  pur- 
chase of  great  quantities,  which  may  perish  on 
his  hand ;  and  an  immense  diminution  both  of 
quantity  and  value  is  the  unfailing  consequence. 
Besides,  said  he.  admitting  that  other  nations 
should  send  vessels  sufficient  to  take  off  all  of  our 
produce,  they  must  provide  convoys ;  they  will 
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not  yenmre  unarmed ;  and  nnless  your  produce 
can  be  bought  on  terms  that  will  defray  the  ex- 
pense of  arminff,  they  will  not  come  at  all.  The 
question  therefore  remains,  whose  convoy  will 
you  pay  for,  that  of  foreign  nations  or  that  of 
your  own  country  ?  Honor  and  interest  give  one 
answer,  humiliation  and  meanness  another. 

It  has  been  asserted  within  these  walls  and 
echoed  throughout  this  continent  that  we  are  go- 
ing to  war  in  support  of  British  manufactures, 
and  of  a  trade  the  oaiance  of  which  is  against  us. 
To  show  the  disadvantage  of  our  trade  with  Bri- 
tain, it  has  been  insisted  that  in  the  last  year 
France  has  taken  eleven  millions  of  our  exports 
and  Great  Britain  but  eight  millions  and  a  naif. 
But  he  would  assert  that  either  this  comparison 
of  our  exports  was  not  an  infallible  test  of  the  re- 
lative advantages  of  our  trade,  or,  if  it  be  so,  the 
same  principle  taken  for  a  series  of  years  is  in 
favor  of  our  trade  .with  Great  Britain.  In  the 
year  preceding  the  last,  our  exports  to  Great  Bri- 
tain were  twenty-three  millions ;  to  France  ele- 
ven millions  only.  By  the  report  of  Mr.  Jeffer- 
son, in  1794,  formed  upon  a  view  of  our  commerce 
in  neaceable  times,  we  sent  to  Great  Britain  nine 
millions  annually,  and  to  France  about  four  mil- 
lions. In  the  year  1785.  it  appears,  by  a  memo- 
rial of  the  British  mercnants  to  the  King,  that 
soch  is  the  natural  tendency  of  our  export- trade 
in  favor  of  Great  Britain,  that  althouffh  G^ermany 
and  Holland  wanted  annuallv  18,000  hogsheads 
of  tobacco,  they  could  obtain  but  ^,000 ;  and  that 
out  of  25,000  hofirsheads  for  which  the  French 
market  would  afford  a  sale,  they  would  get  from 
us  but  1,200.    The  rest  was  sent  to  Great  Britain. 

Gentlemen  may  contend  that  a  great  part  of  our 
exports  to  Britain  is  re-exported ;  but  the  quanti- 
ty thus  re-exported  is  not  precisely  known,  nor 
can  it  conclude  against  the  general  position.  The 
markets  of  other  countries  b^ins  open,  we  should 
carry  these  exports  directly  thither,  if  it  were  not 
convenient  and  advantageous  to  permit  them  to 
centre  in  Great  Britain.  And  whether  thev  are 
remitted  in  exchange  for  merchandise,  which  we 
want,  and  cannot  obtain  on  e<}ual  terms  from  other 
countries,  or  as  a  fund  to  facilitate  our  negotiations 
and  commerce  in  other  parts  of  the  world,  it 
equally  results  that  this  bias  proceeds  from  that* 
commercial  sa^city,  which  is  always  acute  to 
discem,  and  active  to  pursue,  its  true  interest. 

He  would  further  add  that  the  exports  of  the 
last  year,  for  another  reason,  were  not  the  true 
criterion  of  trade.  The  depredations  of  the  French 
corsairs  had  already  increased  to  a  degree,  which 
induced  many  to  clear  out  for  the  French  domin- 
ions, when  tne  actual  destination  was  to  some 
other  country ;  and  of  the  nominal  eleven  mil- 
lions appeanng  to  be  thus  cleared  out,  only  three 
millions  consisted  of  our  own  produce  or  manu- 
factures. 

Mr.  O.  said  that  he  would  not  take  the  wide 
range  of  the  ^ntleman  from  Connecticut,  ^Mr. 
Allbn,)  nor  give  the  same  scope  to  his  feelinffs. 
Gentlemen  agreed  that  the  time  was  arrived  lor 
l^ing  the  country  in  a  state  of  defence,  and  de- 
clared themselves  ready  to  adopt  certain  meas- 


ures for  this  purpose.  For  these  professions  he 
gave  them  due  credit,  but  their  measures  are  not  ad- 
equate to  the  object.  He  never  would  agree  to 
declare  that  this  country  could  not,  or  would  not, 
protect  its  commerce,  nor  assent  to  a  process  of 
outlawry  a^inst  all  the  merchants,  mechanics, 
and  sailors,  m  the  United  States.  He  thought  it 
not  very  honorable  to  say  to  the  merchants,  ^  pro* 
eeed  in  your  commercial  projects,  and,  in  the 
event  of  your  success,  we  expect  a  portion  of  your 
earnings  to  bestow  upon  tne  protection  of  the 
other  classes  of  the  community."  The  farmers 
of  this  country  would  never  find  an  interest  in 
holding  this  language,  and  they  had  too  much 
generosity  to  adopt  it.  From  the  nature  of  the 
mnded  interest,  valuable  as  it  certainly  was,  and 
constituting  the  basis  of  ail  riches,  it  could  not  be 
pretended  uiat  great  sums  could  be  drawn  from  it 
for  sudden  emergencies.  If  loans  are  wanted,  the 
merchants  are  able  and  willing  to  lend.  They 
cheerfully  support  a  great  share  of  the  public  bur- 
dens, and  if  we  could  not  shelter  them  from  de- 
struction, it  was  a  weakness  over  which  he  should 
mourn  in  silence,  but  which  he  would  never  think 
it  politic  to  publish  to  the  world. 

Mr.  S.  3mith  wished  to  have  risen  before  the 
gentleman  from  Connecticut,  (Mr.  Allen,)  to 
have  expressed  a  single  sentiment,  with  the  hope  that 
the  question  might  have  been  taken  without  fur- 
ther debate ;  but  that  gentleman  had  taken  such 
a  %vide  field  of  declamation  and  irritation,  that  he 
had  lost  all  hop«  of  speedily  taking  the  question* 
He  was  of  opinion,  with  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  yesterday,  (Mr.  Sitqbbavbs,)  that 
this  was  a  time  in  which  they  ought  to  act^  and 
not  to  make  speeches.  The  observation  he  wished 
to  make  was,  that  we  have  already  a  Naval  Es- 
tablishment of  three  frig^ates  and  two  cutters,  in 
the  law  providing  for  wmch,  nothing  is  said  to  re- 
strict their  being  employed  as  conveys.  There 
was  a  clause  of  this  sort  introduced  into  the  bill, 
but  the  Senate  disagreed  to  it,  and  this  House  con- 
curred in  the  amendment.  It  would  be  an  extra- 
ordinary thing,  therefore,  to  prohibit  these  twelve 
vessels  from  oeing  employed  as  convoys,  while 
the  three  friffates  and  two  cutters  were  liable  to 
be  thus  employed.  There  would  be  a  contradic- 
tion between  the  two  laws. 

Mr.  Nicholas  expected  that  when  the  gentle- 
man from  Connecticut  (Mr.  Allen)  rose  to-day, 
instead  of  giving  the  committee  new  instances  of 
passion,  instead  of  making  new  attacks,  as  un- 
founded as  unjust  and  unreasonable, he  would  have 
some  reason  for  the  heat  which  he  yesterday  dis- 
covered. But  the  committee  had  received  a  rea- 
son which  went  to  every  act  of  this  sort,  whiek 
must  be  taken  as  a  full  apology  for  his  conduct  d 
yesterday  and  to-day,  viz :  that  he  is  differently 
formed  from  other  persons ;  that  his  passions  are 
not  under  his  control ;  and  that,  thereiore,  he  must 
not  be  expected  to  answer  for  them  like  other 
men.  He  should  not,  therefore,  have  taken  any 
notice  of  them,  had  not  calumnies  been  introducea, 
which  would  extend  as  far,  and  if  unnoticed, 
might  inflict  wounds  as  deei>,  as  if  scattered  by  a 
person  of  a  difierent  description. 
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Mr.  N.  acknowledged  he  was  never  more  as- 
tonished, than  he  was  yesterday,  at  the  real  or  af- 
fected indignation  and  anger  shown  on  account 
of  the  speech  of  the  gentleman  from  PeDnsi?va- 
nia,  and  which  he  round^  by  the  speech  of'  the 
gentleman  from  Ck>nnecticut  to-day,  was  partly 
intended  for  himself;  because  he  did  suppose  more 
moderation  or  more  temper  could  not  naye  been 
discovered  on  a  discussion  of  this  kind,  on  which 
subject,  it  was  known,  a  great  division  of  opinion 
existed.  The  member  from  Connecticut  charges 
gentlemen  with  haying  always  been  opposed  to 
certain  measures ;  and  could  he  suppose,  then,  that 
such  a  question  would  be  suffered  to  pass  without 
notice  ?  Could  he  suppose  gentlemen  would  sac- 
rifice their  opinions  in  silence  ?  Or,  could  it  have 
been  expected  that  they  should  have  come  forward 
and  declared  that  they  had  heretc^re  been  always 
mistaken  ?  As  the  country  was  about  to  answer 
iot  idle  misconduct  of  its  Administration,  could 
gentlemen  rationally  suppose  this  could  happen  ? 

If  the  gentleman  expected  absolute  and  unhmit- 
ed  submission  to  opinions  which  others  think  erro- 
neous, be  may  despair  of  ever  seeing  it  He  trusted 
there  never  would  be  a  freeman  in  the  world 
found,  who,  though  he  conforms  to  the  act  of  a 
majority,  will  justify  it  against  his  own  opinion. 
What,  Mr.  N.  asked,  is  the  ground  of  difference 
between  gentlemen  on  the  present  occasion? 
Have  we  not,  said  he,  concurred  with  gentlemen 
in  measures  of  defence,  and  did  we  not  canvass 
these  measures  on  the  ground  of  utility  ?  If  any 
objection  was  made  to  the  different  measures  pro- 
posed, it  wi»  as  to  their  propriety,  the  greatness  of 
enense,  or  the  inefficaey  of  the  measures  them- 
telves.  And,  is  it  not  pardonable,  exclaimed  Mr. 
N.,  that  where  I  see  a  measure  proposed  which 
cannot  be  useful,  but  which  must  ]^unge  the 
country  in  a  war,  that  I  deplore  the  consequences 
of  such  an  event,  and  express  my  sentiments  on 
the  occasion  ?  Upon  a  review  of  the  conduct  of 
gentlemen  in  this  business,  it  appeared  to  him  that 
they  did  not  wish  the  people  to  think  upon  onr 
present  situation,  but  to  keep  up  their  resentment 
and  irritation,  and  prepare  them  for  taking  meas- 
ures which  they  themselves  seemed  determined  to 
take.  He  was  sorry  to  believe  this  was  the  case, 
but  in  his  mind  there  was  no  doubt  as  to  its  be^ 
ingso. 

Could  it  have  been  believed,  that  after  the  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania  had'  enumerated  so 
many  instances  ia  which  he  should  deem  it  as  an 
unworthy  submission  to  give  way,  that  he  should 
have  been  immediately  afterwards  attacked,  and 
charged  with  a  disposition  to  surrender  the  inde- 
pendence of  the  country  ?  That  gentleman  had 
Deen  rrosslv  calnminated,  and  he  could  not  dis- 
cover for  what,  except  gentlemen  found  that  their 
own  political  conduct  would  not  bear  the  test  of 
^Eammation. 

Gkntlemen  have  said  that  the  independence  of 
the  country  consists  in  resisting  unjust  demands ; 
that  you  must  defend  your  commerce  against  ag- 
gression, or  your  honor  and  independence  tre 
gone ;  but  when  we  suffered  under  the  agaressioos 
of  another  country  nothing  was  said  of  rodeiting 


our  honor  and  independence  if  we  did  not  resist. 
And  would  gentlemen  say  that  honor  and  inde- 
pendence  were  of  such  a  nature  that  they  were  to 
bear  till  the  last  moment  befcnre  they  complain- 
ed ?  If  he  understood  anything  about  this  feeling, 
it  resisted  the  first  inroad  upon  right,  and  there 
was  as  much  loss  of  honor  in  suffering  an  eor 
croachment  to  the  amount  of  a  shilling  as  there 
would  be  in  suffering  to  the  greatest  amoant.  By 
submitting  to  search,  which  our  vessels  were  ob* 
liged  to  So  by  the  laws  of  nations,  they  have  to 
submit  to  the  decision  of  a  foreign  tribunal ;  there- 
fore he  could  9ee  but  little  differenoe  between  sub- 
mitting to  the  laws  of  natioDs  and  submining  tm 
aggressions.  It  would  be  &  matter  of  inleresC 
merely.  Honor  and  independence  had  nothing  t« 
do  with  it. 

Mr.  N.  said,  he  was  much  at  a  loss  in  following 
the  gentleman  from  Connecticut  through  his  long 
and  tedious  charges  against  .himseli^  and  otheit 
who  generally  acted  with  him.  Many  of  them 
were  such  as  he  should  not  take  up  the  time  of 
the  committee  to  notice.  He,  as  well  as  the  senr 
tleman  from  Massachusetts  who  followed  hiBL 
relied  much  upon  the  declaration  which  he  haa 
made,  that  we  cannot  effectually  defend  our  com* 
merce.  He  bdlieved  this  to  be  the  truth,  and 
though  the  ^ntleman  from  Massachusetts  for- 
mally denied  it  on  the  outset  of  his  arguments,  he 
afterwards  seemed  to  aclaiowtedge  it.  [Mr.  Ons 
said,  he  declared  in  the  most  unequivocal  terias 
that  we  are  equal  to  the  protection  of  onr  coin- 
merce.]  The  gentleman  stated,  that  to  declare 
our  weakness  was  to  invite  aggression ;  but,  ha 
asked,  what  would  be  the  consequence  of  holdiag 
out  protection  to  men  whom  the  Gk>yerament 
cannot  protect  1  To  do  so  would  certainly  invite 
enterprises  which  would  end  in  ruin.  Gtentlemeai 
say  no  country  ever  did  completely  defend  their 
commerce ;  but  our  argument  is,  that  we  cannot 
defend  it  so  as  to  be  of  any  service^and  that  though 
we  might  attempt  it.  Great  Britam  would  have  a 
preference  on  account  of  her  superior  force,  and 
our  trade  would  fall  a  sacrifice  to  oar  attempt. 

Upon  this  subject  he  was  called  upon  to  defend 
himself  a^^ainst  great  inconsistency,  and  against  a 
charge  of  a  loss  of  character  and  national  feeling 
from  what  he  felt  three  or  four  years  ago.  He 
was  stated  as  then  being  a  great  advocate  for  the 
carrying  trade ;  but  did  m^  the  gentleman  from 
Connecticut  see  that  it  was  a  mere  carrying  trade 
that  was  then  spoken  of?  Those  a^ressiona, 
which  ended  so  fatally  to  this  country,  had  {^t 
on  to  a  considerable  extent  when  this  propoution 
was  made.  Tlje  gentleman  bad  stated  him  as 
saying  that  the  matter  was  not  so  much  a  oomr 
mercial  as  a  political  grievance;  and  the  inten- 
tion of  the  measure  then  under  consideration  was 
to  force  Great  Britain  to  forbear  to  do  us  wronf. 
If  the  ffentleman  examined  the  subject  more  at- 
tentively, he  would  find  that  the  same  line  of  con- 
duct ffovemed  him  at  that  time  which  now  gov" 
ems  htm.  All  that  was  then  proposed  were  de- 
fensive operations,  and  the  gentleman  was  obliged 
to  have  recourse  to  his  own  imnyination  to  make 
anything  else  of  them.    If  he  might  be  believed, 
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he  would  declare  he  never  did  contemplate  a  sit- 
uation in  which  he  should  have  wished  to  have 
gone  to  war  with  Great  Britain,  unless  she  in* 
yaded  this  country. 

The  gentleman  from  Connecticut  has  very  di- 
rectly char^  members  of  this  House,  who  act  in 
opposition  to  him,  with  acting  under  the  influence 
of  French  diplomatic  skill,  which  the  persons  de- 
nominated A  and  Y,  in  the  late  despatches,  have 
spoken  o£  He  was  perfectly  willing  that  that 
gentleman  should  circulate  every  opinion  of  this 
•ort  which  he  pleased  \  he  was  not  afraid  of  this 
sort  of  calumny ;  but  he  asked  that  gentleman, 
when  he  attended  to  ail  the  information  nven  by 
these  agents,  whether  he  could  charge  the  Gov- 
ernment of  France  with  the  whole  of  it  ?  Did  he 
suppose  that  Government,  or  any  other,  would 
auth6ri29e  persons  to  inform  the  Ministers  of  a  fo- 
reign country  that  they  were  not  actuated  by 
princif^es  of  justice,  and  that  the  present  state  of 
things  could  not  long  exist?  Had  not  insinua- 
tions similar  to  those  now  made  by  the  gentleman 
from  Connecticut  been  heard  in  this  House  al- 
most as  often  as  gentlemen  speak  ?  and  was  it 
improbable^  Mr.  N.  asked,  that  men  of  the  descrip 
tion  of  which  these  agents  appear  to  be  should 
address  themselves  to  the  fears  which  they  sup- 
posed existed  of  a  ^ustious  sjnrit  in  this  country  ? 
If  gentlemen  in  this  House  are  sincere  in  what 
they  say,  they  have  long  held  such  an  opinion. 
The  gentleman  from  Connecticut  himself  had 
this  morning  chai;^ed  every  member,  differing  from 
iuBi  in  (^»inion,  with  a  jdevoteilness  to  France.  He 
believed  such  insinuations,  which  had  for  a  long 
time  been  constantly  made,  had  in  this  case  been 
taken  advantage  of  by  these  agents.  If  there  ex- 
isted a  party  in  this  country  who  were  active  in 
furthering  the  views  of  France,  was  it  not  proba- 
ble, Mr.  N.  asked,  that  some  one  person  would, 
before  now,  have  been  detected  ?  if  any  such  ex- 
isted, why  did  not  their  names  appear  ?  No  si^ch 
thing  was  seen ;  and  he  would  confidently  say,  a 
detection  of  this  kind  never  would  be  maue.  He 
knew  moreof  thecharacter  of  the  gentlemen  allud- 
ed to  than  those  gentlemen  who  inade  the  insinua- 
tions knew ;  and  he  was  certain  that  no  person  of 
his  acquaintance  had  carried  on  any  correspond- 
ence with  that  country  sinee  our  dispute  wkh  it 
has  become  of  a  serious  pature. 

But  gentlemen  say  that  those  opposed  to  them 
in  opinion  propose  to  submit  Where  and  on 
what  occasion  had  this  been  proposed?  Do  we 
not,  said  Mr.  N.,  expressly  declare  we  will  not 
submit?  And  has  it  not  been  acknowledged 
that  the  instructions  given  to  our  Ministers  were 
ample  and  proper,  anl  that  everything  had  been 
doiie  that  ought  to  be  done  on  our  part  to  effect  a 
negotiation  ?  How,  then,  could  it  be  said  that 
gentlemen  wished  to  subinit,  because  they  declin- 
ed to  go  into  measures  from  which  they  could  see 
no  advaataffe,  but  which  would  certainly  produce 
war  ?  If  £e  gentleman  from  Connecticut  does 
believe,  as  he  states,  that  Great  Britain  is  in  im- 
minent danger,  and  that  she  will  either  be  invad- 
ed, or  mined  hy  other  means,  and  afterwards  that 
the  French  will  go  seriously  to  war  with  this 


country,  will  it  not  be  good  policy  to  forbear  ex- 
hausting ourselves  at  presen:  ?  It  certainly 
would ;  for  if  we  went  into  the  measures  propos- 
ed, they  would  not  only  be  abortive,  but  mischiev-* 
ous.  He  did  not  believe  the  time  would  ever 
come  when  this  country  would  submit  to  the  wiU 
of  a  foreign  Powers  but  if  anything  could  force 
us  into  such  a  situation,  it  would  be  premature  ex- 
ertion on  objects  beyond  our  reach. 

Mr.  N.  said,  he  was  charged  with  expressing 
hopes  of  peace  beinff  yet  preserved,  and  that  hi 
certainly  could  not  helieve  in  the  hopes  he  ex- 
pressed. It  certainly  must  be  allowed  that  before 
war  is  declared  a  better  hope  may  be  entertained 
vith  respect  to  peace  than  afterwards ;  and  he 
believed  that  if  we  could  escape  a  declaration  of 
war  until  the  war  in  Europe  is  closed,  we  mi^ht 
escape  it  altogether.  There  is  a  possibilitv  that 
war.  will  not  be  declared  againt  us;  he  hoped 
greater  objects — the  bringing  about  a  general 
peace — would  enji^e  the  attention  of  the  French, 
and  take  it  off  from  this  country.  And  if  this 
was  not  only  a  possible,  but  a  reasonable  course  of 
things,  would  it  not  be  wise  to  forbear  measures 
of  war  ?    He  thought  it  would. 

But  the  gentleman  from  Connecticut  has  de- 
clared what  he  expected  from  those  who  differed 
from  him  in  opinion.  He  expected  that  whenever 
a  majority  proposed  a  measure,  the  minority 
ought  immediately,  and  without  discussion,  to 
agree  to  it,  without  anything  beinff  said  as  to  the 
expediency  of  the  measure  proposed.  [Mr.  Allen 
said  he  mid  expressly  stated  that  difference  of 
opinion  must  exist;  but  that  the  decisions  of  a 
majority  ought  always  to  be  abided  by. J  If  that 
was  the  gentleman's  expression,  then  his  clamor 
was  mack  too  soon,  because  it  was  not  known, 
whilst  a  question  was  under  discussion,  what  was 
the  will  of  a  majority.  Mr.  N.  did  not  believe 
that  whenever  that  gentleman  came  into  a  minor- 
ity that  he  would  show  a  greater  degree  of  sub- 
mission, excite  less  clamor,  or  do  less  to  thwart 
the  measures  of  Government  than  he  and  his 
friends  did. 

But  it  was  said  gentlemen  ought  not  to  speak 
of  our  means.  Was  it  supposed  they  were  inex- 
haustible ?  And  if  they  were  not,  would  it  not  be 
proper  to  inquire  into  the  tendency  of  measures 
before  they  are  gone  into  ?  No — this  will  not  be 
allowed,  and  when  gentlemen  do  it,  they  are 
branded  with  treason,  with  diabolical  intentions;, 
and  with  a  desire  to  subjugate  this  country  to  the 
will  of  another ! 

The  gentleman  had  alleged  against  him  that, 
at  the  ust  session,  an  amendment  was  propos- 
ed by  him  (Mr.  N;)  to  the  answer  to  the  Pre- 
sident's Address,  which  pledged  the  country 
to  make  war.  He  believed  this  was  what  the 
gentleman  was  ready  for,  but  he  kept  his  in- 
tentions in  the  back  ground.  The  present  ques- 
tion is  on  a  peace  measure,  and  it  is  objected 
to  because  it  would  produce  war.  If  the  gentle- 
man thinks  the  time  is  come  when  we  ought  to 
go  to  war,  why  does  he  not  declare  it  ?  If  gentle- 
men meant  to  make  war,  they  ought  to  bring  for- 
ward,a  proposition  for  at  once  declaring  it,  a^  by 
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the  Constitution,  Congress  only  had  the  power  of 
doing  this ;  but  he  was  sorry  to  be  obliged  to  be- 
lieye,  though  gentlemen  were  not  ready  for  this 
auestion,  it  was  their  desire  to  produce  war  in  a 
different  wav.  Rather  than  a^ee  to  a  measure 
which  woula  certainly  lead  to  war,  he  thought  it 
would  be  more  for  the  interest  of  the  country  to 
make  a  positive  and  unequivocal  declaration  of 
war  at  once. 

The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts^  (Mr.  Oris,) 
with  an  art  which  is  greatly  practised  upon  in 
this  House,  (and  which  he  was  sorry  to  see,  be- 
cause he  did  not  wish  the  peace  of  this  countrjr  to 
be  thus  acted  upon,}  asked  whether^  after  being 
successful  in  a  contest  with  one  nation,  we  were 
prepared  to  crouch  to  another  1  Mr.  N.  said,  he 
nad  before  stated  that  this  question  does  not  at  all 
include  anything  of  this  kind.  In  the  instance  to 
which  the  gentleman  alludes,  things  were  very 
different  from  what  they  are  at  present.  The 
country  was  invaded,  submission  was  demanded, 
and  an  armed  force  ready  to  enforce  it.  It  was 
resisted,  and  the  issue  was  favorable,  and  he 
never  could  have  a  doubt,  that  if  this  count rv 
should  ever  be  called  to  a  similar  contest,  it  will 
have  a  similar  issue. 

Sweden  and  Denmark,  it  was  said,  have  navies, 
and  that  Russia  built  one  when  in  a  barbarous 
state,  though  they  had  far  less  means  to  rely  upon 
than  this  country.  When  the  subject  of  a  navy  was 
formerly  under  consideration,  Mr.  N.  said,  the  ex- 
amples of  Sweden  and  Denmark  were  quoted,  and 
it  was  then  shown  that  the  whole  of  our  revenue 
would  not  support  in  this  country  a  navy  equal 
to  that  of  either  Denmark  or  Sweden,  the  expense 
would  be  so  different  in  the  two  countries.  As 
to  Russia,  he  could  not  calculate  upon  the  differ- 
ence of  means  between  this  and  that  country ;  but 
Peter  had  an  immense  number  of  people  whom 
he  could  direct  at  his  will ;  but  here  everything 
that  is  done  in  this  or  any  other  way,  must  be 
done  by  freemen,  who  will  be  well  paid  for  their 
labor.  The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  added, 
that  the  Vice  President  has  given  an  opinion  that 
this  country  is  equal  to  the  building  and  main- 
taining of  a  navy.  Mr.  N.  advised  the  gentleman 
to  look  again  into  the  book  to  which  he  referred, 
and  he  would  find  that  the  revenue  which  the 
writer  supposed  would  be  equal  to  the  support  of 
a  navy,  we  have  already  raised  and  applied  to 
other  objects.  It  is  appropriated  to  the  pavment 
of  a  debt,  of  an  army,  of  a  civil  list,  and  ot  a  di- 
plomatic establishment;  and  in  order  to  prove 
that  we  mav  create  and  support  a  navy,  it  must 
be  known  tnat  we  mav  raise  a  revenue  twice  as 
large  as  what  we  now  nave,  Or  was  contemplated 
by  the  Vice  President,  in  the  book  whicn  had 
been  quoted. 

As  to  the  right  of  convoying  our  trade,  Mr.  N. 
said,  he  never  had  denied  it.  Where  we  can  de- 
clare war,  we  can  convoy  our  ships.  The  only 
question  was  whether,  because  the  foreign  Power 
of  another  country  can  grant  convoys,  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  can  do  it?  With  re- 
spect to  the  effect  which  the  convoys  of  Denmark 
and  Sweden  had  produced,  it  must  appear  to  have 


arisen  from  their  united  force  being  formidable, 
and  which,  if  their  convoys  had  not  been  re- 
spected, would  have  been  thrown  into  the  scale 
against  the  belligerent  Powers  which  would  have 
attacked  them. 

But  it  was  said,  if  France  wished  to  declare 
war  against  us,  she  would  not  want  pretexts.  All 
that  was  known  on  this  head  was,  that  France 
had  not  yet  thought  proper  to  declare  war,  and  it 
was  to  be  presumed  she  will  not  do  it.  6ut  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  could  not  suppose 
that,  any  more  than  other  Governments,  to  be 
free  from  passions,  and  if  we  determined  to  sink 
their  vessels^  and  put  to  death  their  people,  it  may 
produce  a  different  effect 

But  all  this  was  said  to  be  of  no  consequence ; 
because,  if  the  British  are  to  carry  our  trade,  con- 
voys will  not  be  employed.  This  would,  Mr.  N. 
said,  be  a  new  kind  of  legislation,  to  go  into  a 
very  expensive  measure,  without  inquiring  into 
the  use  of  it,  because  the  President  will  be  at 
liberty  to  divert  it  to  some  other  object,  if  it 
should  not  be  wanted  for  the  purpose  for  vdiich  it 
is  provided.  He  wished,  on  the  contrary,  to  in- 
quire into  the  usefulness  of  the  armament,  before 
he  agreed  to  it ;  and  if  there  was  not  ^eat  pro- 
bability of  its  being  useful  as  a  convoy,  he  should 
wish  it  to  consist  of  a  less  number  ot  vessels  for 
the  defence  of  our  coasts  and  rivers. 

The  gentleman  says,  we  shall  have  to  pay  the 
price  of  convoys  to  another  country,  if  we  do  not 
provide  them  lor  ouiTselves.  This  ne  knew ;  and 
from  the  best  information  he  could  get  on  the 
subject,  he  believed  we  should  have  to  do  this,  if 
the  measure  contemplated  was  gone  into. 

With  respect  to  the  amount  of  our  exports  to 
France  and  Great  Britain,  it  had  little  to  do  with 
the  present  question.  It  was  only  introduced  to 
show  the  probable  effect  of  our  being  shut  out  of 
French  ports,  in  consequence  of  a  war.  As  to 
the  amount  of  the  exportations  from  this  country 
to  Great  Britain,  in  the  year  1785,  no  inference 
could  be  drawn  from  that  as  to  the  present  amount; 
because,  before  the  establishment  of  'the  present 
Government,  Great  Britain  was  a  depot  for  most 
of  the  exported  produce  of  this  country ;  but,  since 
that  period,  a  airect  trade  has  been  opened  to  all 
the  world  from  our  own  ports. 

The  gentleman  from,  Massachusetts  had  also 
talked  about  submission,  and  seemed  to  suppose 
that,  since  the  publication  of  the  late  despatches, 
gentleman  were  to  come  forward  and  declare  they 
had  heretofore  been  in  error.  [Mr.  Otis  said,  he 
had  never  any  idea  that  the  despatches  would 
change  any  opinion  of  s^ntlemen ;  he  was  glad, 
however,  to  find  himself  mistaken  in  part.]  It  was 
said,  notning  could  save  us  but  union.  Are  we 
continually  to  be  abused,  until  we  concur  in  every 
measure  which  certain  gentlemen  brinff  forward? 
Is  our  attachment  to  the  interests  of  tne  country 
constantly  to  be  suspected,  until  we  conform  to  the 
wishes  of  these  gentlemen?  Why  are  we  sent 
here  if  we  are  not  freely  to  exercise  our  opinions  ? 
If  a  tyranny  was  to  be  set  up  over  opinion  \  if  at- 
tempts were  made  to  influence  them  by  speaking 
of  the  passions  of  the  people,  he  begged  gentlemen 
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to  banish  them  at  ooce;  for  this  tyranny^  of  opin- 
ion was  worse  than  slavery  in  cbaiDs.  He  wisned 
gentleman  to  consider  of  what  use  this  kind  of 
clamor  could  be.  Have  we  auything  but  their 
own  professions  for  the  excess  of  patriotism  which 
gentlemen  tell  us  and  the  world,  they  possess  ? 
And  have  those  who  differ  from  them  in  opinion 
less  reason  to  be  attached  to  their  country,  than 
they  who  are  continually  charging  them  with  a 
want  of  that  attachment  ?  Do  they  believe  (they 
do  not)  that  the  influence  of  another  country  has 
spread  from  one  end  of  the  continent  to  another  ? 
Whatever  influence  there  may  have  been  in  this 
country  in  favor  of  France,  it  has  been  merely  the 
influence  of  sentiment  It  could  not  be  supposed 
she  had  the  power  to  buy  up  the  interest  of  a  large 
part  of  the  country.  The  idea  was  too  absurd  to 
be  entertained.  When,  said  Mr.  N.,  we  confess 
we  are  injured  by  that  country,  and  that  if  they 
make  an  attack  upon  us,  we  will  fi^ht  them  to  the 
last,  what  more  can  gentlemen  wish?  Why, then, 
all  this  clamor  ?  He  feared  it  was  intended  to 
make  the  people  out-of-doors  believe,  what  gentle- 
men themselves  did  not,  that  there  was  a  party  in 
this  House  connected  with  the  French  Govern- 
ment, and  determined  on  the  destruction  of  their 
own. 

Mr.  N.  concluded  with  an  apology  for  having 
taken  up  the  time  of  the  committee  in  noticins^ 
these  calumnies,  which  weretoogrosstobe  imposed 
upon  the  most  credulous;  but,  bein^  so  often  re- 
peated, he  thought  it  necessary  tnus  to  notice 
them. 

Mr.  Dana. — Perhaps  many  gentlemen  of  the 
committee,  in  speaking  on  this  subj^t,  have  dis- 
played too  great  an  enthusiasm.  It  must  be  ad- 
mitted that  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
(Mr.  Gallatin)  had  delivered  his  observations 
with  great  apparent  moderation,  yet  it  might  not 
be  any  easy  matter  to  answer  tnose  observations, 
without  sentiments  of  indignation.  An  American, 
not  very  ambitious  as  to  the  glory  of  his  country, 
may  yet  abhor  the  idea  of  reducing  it  to  a  state  of 
submission  to  a  foreign  Power ;  and  when  gentle- 
men propose  a  course  to  be  taken  which  would 
abandon  our  commerce  to  the  depredations  of  for- 
eigners, and  thereby  destroy  it,  it  is  natural  that 
an  American  should  spurn  at  the  idea.  And  for 
this  reason,  the  moderation  with  which  gentle- 
men speak  of  measures  which  would  stam  our 
country  with  infamy,  is  the  thing  which  excites 
indignation. 

The  present  question,  Mr.  D.  admitted,  ought  to 
be  considered  with  calmness  and  moderation.  In 
the  view  he  meant  to  take  of  the  subject,  he  should 
endeavor  so  to  consider  it.  He  should  have  hesi- 
tated in  speaking  upon  it  at  all,  if  the  whole  dele- 
gation of  Connecticut  had  occupied  so  much  time 
of  the  House,  this  session,  as  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  alone  had  done. 

Mr.  D.  referred  to  the  late  despatches  of  our 
Ministers  in  France,  as  to  the  opinion  entertained 
in  France  relative  to  our  state  of  union  and  ca- 
pacity of  defence.  Our  incapacity  for  defence 
was  drawn  from  the  want  of  union  in  our  coun- 
cils, and  therefore  of  the  ability  to  call  forth  our 


resources.  France  believes  she  has  a  powerful 
party  in  this  country,  and  in  these  despatches  it 
appears  that  her  agents  have  been  guilty  of  a  most 
in  famous  slander,  in  saying  that  they  have  even 
supporters  in  this  House.  He  wished  to  repel  the 
slander;  and  whilst  that  country  claims  every- 
thing;, because  she  has  the  power  to  claim  it ; 
whilst  she  plunders  us,  because  we  are  weak ; 
whilst  she  insults  us,  because  we  do  not  resent  the 
injury,  he  should  wish  to  convince  France  and  her 
agents  of  their  folly  and  of  their  ignorance,  as  to 
the  state  of  the  country. 

France  is  as  proud  of  her  diplomatic  skill  as  of 
her  glory  achieved  by  her  arms ;  and  by  whatever 
means  sne  has  divided  the  people  of  this  country, 
whether  by  means  of  money,  or  by  artftd  hypoth- 
eses in  favor  of  liberty;  whether  we  are  their 
dupes,  or  their  tools  purchased  with  money,  is  of 
little  consequence. 

This  being  the  opinion  held  in  France,  what 
then  will  be  the  effect  produced  by  a  number  of 
gentlemen  of  this  House  undertaking  to  oppose 
measures  of  resistance  against  the  depredations  of 
that  country  ?  The  effect  certainly  will  be,  that 
the  French  will  conceive  their  opinions  well- 
founded,  however  upright  the  conduct  of  those 
gentlemen  may  be. 

Mr.  C.  said,  he  should  not  repeat  the  observa- 
tions of  his  colleague  on  this  subject ;  but  call  the 
attention  of  the  committee  to  the  exhibit  A,  in  the 
late  de^tches,  which  mentions  the  application  of 
a  lady  to  General  Pinckney.  [Mr.  D.  read  an 
extract  from  it  relative  to  the  loan  of  money  de- 
sired by  France  from  this  country.]  France,  Mr. 
D.  said,  did  not  propose  to  reduce  us  to  submission 
by  invading  our  country ;  the  only  plan  suggested 
is  that  of  ravaging  our  coasts,  and  destroying  our 
commerce.  The  conduct  of  the  French  Govern- 
ment showed,  he  thought,  that  something  might 
be  expected  from  a  firmness  in  the  decisions  of 
Congress ;  since  it  appears,  by  the  firnmess  of  our 
Envoys,  the  terms  proposed  by  the  agents  of  that 
Grovernment,  were,  in  some  decree,  relaxed,  and 
they  were  evidently  unwilling  the  Envoys  should 
leave  the  country  without  entering  upon  any  ne- 
gotiation. It  was  in  this  view  that  he  considered 
a  declaration  that  we  would  not  resist,  as  an  en- 
couragement to  them  to  proceed  in  their  depreda- 
tions upon  us.  And  he  took  the  liberty  of  saying, 
that,  wnatever  was  done  here  had  its  effect  in 
France.  He  had  seen  the  observations  of  gentle- 
men opposed  to  the  mea^res  of  administration  of 
this  country,  in  the  pubncations  of  that  country. 

(Mr.  D.  read-  a  quotation  from  a  speech  of  Mr. 
Nicholas  in  one  of  these  publications.]  These 
extracts  are  published  to  prove  to  the  people  of 
France,  that  the  people  ot  this  country  are  disaf- 
fected towards  their  Government ;  and  that  we 
are  a  discontented,  divided,  and  conteoaptible  race. 
In  justice  to  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  he  had 
heard  him  say  this  was  not  correctly  stated ;  but 
he  qu6ted  it  to  show  that  gentlemen  ought  to  be 
careful  how  they  deliver  sentiments  which  may 
be  used  so  greatly  to  the  disadvantage  of  their 
country. 
When  opposition  to  measures  of  th|s  kind  pro- 
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duced  a  belief  in  France  that  there  exists  a  divb- 
ion  of  opinion  as  to  the  justice  of  our  cause,  if  he 
were  in  the  situation  of  those  gentlemen  who 
make  this  opposition,  he  should  ftel  some  repug- 
nance in  resisting  any  measure  which  had  the 
defence  of  the  country  for  its  object.  If  he  stood 
in  so  observable  a  situation  as  to  be  considered  the 
chieftain  of  a  part)[,  he  should  feel  some  appre- 
hensiouj  however  innocent  his  views  and  inten- 
tions might  be,  lest  he  should  be  suspected  of  being 
influenced  by  improper  motives.  If  he  stood  in 
the  situation  of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
(Mr.  Gallatin)  he  acknowledged  his  patriotism 
would  not  allow  him  to  oppose,  at  this  time,  a 
measure  intended  for  the  defence  of  our  country. 
Far  be  it  from  him,  however,  to  censure  such  a 
conduct.  He  would  render  honor  to  that  patriot- 
isin,  which,  he  owned,  he  did  not  himself  possess. 

The  question  before  the  committee,  Mr.  D.  said, 
was  one  of  the  hi^^hest  importance ;  for^  if  it  were 
carried,  it  would  be  the  means  of  annihilating  the 
whole  of  our  foreign  commerce ;  it  would  destroy 
the  principal  part  of  our  revenue  3  prostrate  our 
public  credit ,  impoverish  and  ruin  our  merchants ; 
and  would  irretrievably  lose  the  great  body  of  our 
seamen.  This  was  the  question  upon  which  they 
were  now  about  to  decide ;  whether  we  shall  sub- 
mit to  a  complete  abandonment  of  our  commer- 
cial rights;  whether  only  our  territorial  rights 
shall  be  protected,  or  whether  our  commercial 
citizens  have  not  a  claim  also  upon  the  protection 
of  Government  ?  Gentlemen  say  they  are  willing 
to  defend  our  commerce  according  to  our  means. 
And  what  are  our  means  ?  We  have  been  equally 
pillaged  by  all  the  world.  Gentlemen  will  cause 
respect  to  be  given  to  our  flag  ?  By  suflering  it 
to  nave  the  honor  of  being  equally  insulted  by  all 
the  world !  They  say  they  feel  for  the  misfortunes 
of  seamen ;  but  they  will  not  do  a  single  thing 
for  their  relief.  The  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania refuses  public  protection  to  our  vessels,  and 
disallows  the  right  of  self-defence,  for  fear  our 
armed  vessels  should  commit  acts  which  would 
lead  to  war.  He  was,  therefore,  for  letting  things 
remain  as  they  are ;  and  the  present  situation  of 
things  he  dignifies  by  the  name  of  peace.  And  is 
this  a  peace  which  is  valuable  ?  He  had  supposed 
that  a  state  of  peace  was  a  state  in  which  the 
nghts  of  nations  was  respected,  and  in  which  the 
voice  of  justice  reigned.  But  what  is  the  peace 
spoken  of  by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania? 
It  is  a  state  of  political  purgatory ;  a  state  of  cor- 
ruption and  distress,  in  which  a  foreign  Power 
does  with  us  what  it  pleases.  The  system  of  the 
{gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  is  perfectly  passive; 
It  is,  as  it  respects  naval  matters,  a  system  of  pas- 
sive obedience  and  non-resistance.  But  is  this  a 
peace  worthy  the  American  Republic  to  culti- 
vate 1    No  American  will  say  so. 

Our  present  state,  the  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania says,  is  not  war,  and  he  undertakes  to  assert 
that,  to  defend  our  rights  against  lawless  attacks, 
is  to  produce  war ;  so  that  we  are  never  to  defend 
our  property  but  upon  the  principle  of  war.  Has 
the  gentleman  to  learn  what  constitutes  a  princi- 
ple of  war?    He  says  our  authorizing  convoys 


will  produce  war.  This  was  a  position  which  he 
could  not  admit.  When  a  declaration  of  war  is 
authorized,  every  treaty  is  done  away,  and  it 
would  be  lawful  to  seize  Frenchmen,  or  French 
property  anywhere.  But  would  the  authorizing 
of  convoys  introduce  a  state  of  war  ?  Because,  u 
once  introduced,  it  cannot  be  terminated,  except 
by  a  treaty  of  peace.  If  our  convoys  produced  a 
war,  it  would  be  such  an  one  as  would  require  no 
treaty  to  terminate  it.  Were  a  declaration  of  war 
to  tase  place,  a  man  who  went  from  this  country 
to  join  the  French  army,  would  be  a  traitor,  ana 
a  man  who  corresponded  with  any  person  in 
France,  would  be  guilty  of  treason.  These  are 
essential  characters  of  war.  But  it  is  assumed  by 
one  of  the  most  respectable  writers  on  the  laws  of 
nations,  that  defence  is  not  hostility ;  nor  do  mere 
reprisals  amount  to  war.  [Mr.  D.  read  an  extract 
froBi  Vattel  in  confirmation  of  this  opinion.]  But 
it  is  evident,  from  the  universal  law  of  nature, 
that  men  may  defend  themselves  against  violent 
and  lawless  attack.  This  principle  is  also  war- 
ranted by  municipal  law. 

Mr.  D.  said,  it  was  not  intended  that  we  should 
do  more  than  defend  ourselves.  It  was  not  con- 
templated either  to  authorize  reprisals  or  captures, 
and  he  called  upon  gentlemen  to  state  an  authority 
which  says  that  there  exists  any  right  of  searcn 
when  vessels  are  taken  under  convoy.  The  ques- 
tion whether  a  vessel  has  enemy's,  or  contraband 
property  on  board,  was  to  be  determined  by  some 
Grovernment,  and  when  a  nation  takes  vessels 
under  convoy,  it  is  to  be  supposed  they  have  ex- 
amined to  see  that  there  is  nothing  improper  on 
board ;  and  the  true  reason  why  merchantmen 
are  liable  to  be  searched,  is,  that  the  national  Gov- 
ernment does  not  say  anything  about  their  being 
laden  with  goods  not  liable  to  be  seized.  The 
matter  is,  therefore,  referred  to  the  Grovernment 
to  whom  belongs  the  capturing  vessel. 

On  the  right  of  neutral  nations  to  convoy  their 
vessels,  there  could  be  no  doubt.  He  referred  to 
the  armed  neutrality,  and  to  what  had  been  said 
on  this  head  by  three  different  French  Ministers 
in  this  country.  Genet,  Fauchet,  and  Adet,  all 
complained  that  we  did  not  arm  to  protect  our 
trade,  and  because  we  did  not  do  it  tney  told  us 
we  abandoned  our  rights  as  a  neutral  nation. 

If  this  amendment  took  place,  Mr.  D.  appre- 
hended it  would  drive  40,000  sailors  from  this 
country  into  the  service  of  the  British,  or  some 
other  foreign  Power,  which  would  prove  a  loss 
which  ought  not  to  be  disrej^arded,  as  they  are  a 
deserving  and  suffering  set  of  men.  But,  accord- 
ing; to  the  doctrine  of  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania, if  a  cargo  was  seized,  the  owner,  and 
tnose  concerned,  ought  to  rejoice  that  the  vessel 
was  saved ;  if  the  vessel  were  taken,  that  the  sail- 
ors were  saved ;  if  the  sailors  were  cast  into  pri- 
son, that  they  were  not  tortured  with  thumb- 
screws ;  if  tortured  with  thumb-screws,  that  they 
were  not  starved  to  death;  and  if  starved  to 
death,  that  they  were  relieved  from  the  pains  and 
troubles  of  mortality.  Indeed,  he  saw  no  limits 
to  the  submission  which  he  proposes.  He  does 
not,  it  is  true,  say  that  we  ougnt  to  submit  to  an 
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attack  OQ  land,  and  there  was  ^ood  reason  for  it. 
He  knows  that  many  of  the  citizens  of  America 
have  arms  iti  their  hands ;  that  they  have  been 
trained  to  the  use  of  them,  and  that  they  want  no 
commission  to  defend  themselves.  He  could  not 
impose  submission,  therefore,  upon  them. 

Mr.  D.  then  took  a  view  of  the  amount  of  oui; 
exports  and  imports  to  different  countries,  in  ord^r 
to  sho^  the  advantage  of  a  convoy  for  our  trade. 
The  late  French  decree  struck  at  all  our  East  In- 
dia trade^  as  no  vessel  came  froin  thence  without 
some  article  of  British  manufacture  on  board,  and 
even  to  our  vessels  bound  to  the  French  domin- 
ions themselves.  So  that  that  decree  will  go 
nearly  to  annihilate  the  trade  of  this  country. 

Bat  it  is  said,  this  convoy  ought  not  to  be  pro- 
vided, because  the  ex[)ense  of  eSecting  it  will  pro- 
duce a  land  tax ;  but  if  it  were  considered,  that  if 
commerce  was  destroyed,  the  landed  interest  would 
not  be  able  to  pay  anytning  at  all,  he  trusted  a 
convoy  Would  not  be  objected  to  on  this  ground. 
Especially  when  it  is  evident  that,  if  we  do  not 
nay  the  expense  of  a  convoy  of  our  own,  we  shall 
nave  to  pay  for  one  to  a  foreign  country.  The 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  and  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia,  have  both  said  they  will  not  sub- 
mit. But  what  does  this  declaration  amount  to  ? 
Do  they  join  in  any  measure  to  defend  the  coun- 
try?   They  do  not. 

The  state  of  the  case  is  this.  If  we  will  give 
France  a  certain  sum  of  money,  then  she  will  re- 
linquish her  piratical  practices.  The  demand  is 
$30,000,000  for  this  forbearance.  He  did  not 
think  that  France,  in  this  respect,  stood  upon  so 
good  a  footing  as  Algiers,  because  he  did  not  know 
that  the  Dey  had  departed  from  his  agreement ; 
but  we  have  not  the  same  security  with  France. 

But  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  s&ys,  it 
wiU  be  cheaper  to  submit  to  French  depredations 
than  to  undertake  our  defence.  He  thought,  how- 
ever, if  we  were  to  submit  at  all,  the  terms  which 
the  French  themselves  offered  would  be  much 
cheaper  than  those  of  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania. The  French  depredations,  it  was  sup- 
posed some  time  a^o,  amounted  to  fifteen  mil- 
lions— perha^  equsd  to  four  or  five  millions  a 
▼ear.  The  French,  on  the  other  hand,  propose  a 
loan  of  $36,000,000,  the  interest  of  which  would 
be  little  more  than  two  millions,  and  a  nation  so 
famed  as  the  Dutch  for  adherence  to  their  en- 
sngements,  would  certainly  pay  the  principal. 
Besides,  in  the  one  case,  we  should  be  at  liberty 
to  collect  the  money  in  any  manner  we  pleased ; 
whilst,  in  the  other,  we  must  submit  to  be  robbed 
of  it  by  French  corsairs.  If  the  tribute  were 
paid,  our  merchants  would  know  upon  what  to 
rely  ;  but,  in  the  other  case,  the  knowledge  of  the 
hazard  would  be  more  oppressive  to  our  com- 
merce than  the  seizures  themselves.  The  reply 
of  gentlemen,  he  supposed,  would  be,  "  Take  the 
least  disadvantageous  terms."  But,  added  he,  I 
will  take  neither. 

It  being  past  three  o'clock,  a  motion  was  made 
for  the  committee  to  rise. 

This  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Harper,  Brooks, 
Cbaik,  and  Sewall,  who  were  determined  to 
5th  Cow. — 48 


take  the  question  before  the  committee  rose,  if 
they  sat  till  midnight ;  for,  if  it  were  entered  upon 
again  on  Monday,  they  said  they  supposed  it 
would  occupy  another  •  week.  It  was  supported 
by  Messrs.  Livingston,  Findley,  Brent,  Mc- 
Dowell, and  Macon.  They  complained  of  be- 
ing deprived  of  an  opportunity  of  replying  to 
what  had  been  said,  and  of  being  coerced  into  a 
decision  on  a  question  upon  whicn  depended  the 
peace  of  the  country  ;  that  there  would  be  ho 
necessity  for  adjourning  till  Monday  ;  the  House 
could  meet  to-morrow,  and  no  time  would  be  lost. 
The  question  on  the  committee's  rising  was  put 
and  negatived^47  to  39. 

It  having  been  determined  the  committee  would 
not  rise, 

Mr.  Macon  proceeded  to  make  some  observa- 
tions. He  did  not  think,  that  in  case  of  war,  the 
loudest  talkers  here  would  be  amongst  the  first  to 
defend  their  country.  He  believed  mough  others 
were  less  willing  to  plunge  the  country  in  war, 
they  would  be  found  more  ready  to  defend  it  in 
case  of  danger.  The  arguments  of  the  gentle- 
men from  Connecticut  and  Massachusetts  led  di- 
rectly to  war ;  for  a  kind  of  fighting  peace^  Mr. 
M.  said,  our  measures  would  be  too  strong,  and 
for  war  too  weak.  If  gentlemen  were  determined 
on  war,  and  would  come  to  a  declaration  of  it  at 
once,  he  should  know  what  to  do. 

Some  very  strange  charges  had  been  made 
against  gentlemen  desirous  of  preserving  the 
peace  of  the  country  as  long  as  possible,  such  as 
Deing  under  the  influence  of  the  French  Grovern- 
menl,  &c.,  but  if  these  charges  applied  to  the 
members  of  this  House,  they  would  also  apply  to 
those  who  sent  them  ^  and  could  so  strange  an 
absurdity  for  a  moment  be  countenanced,  as  th^t 
half  the  people  of  this  country  should  be  thus 
influenced  1  It  could  not.  Whatever  a  majority 
did,  would  doubtless  be  abided  by;  but,  in  the 
mean  time,  it  was  certainly  proper  that  every 
man  should  express  his  free  and  unbiassed  opinion. 
These  charges  were  not  made  to  have  an  influ- 
ence here,  but  out  of  doors,  where  the  characters 
of  the  persons  charged  were  not  known. 

There  was  one  part  of  the  observations  of  the 
gentleman  from  Connecticut  which  he  did  not 
understand,  viz :  by  -the  information  which  he  re- 
ceived from  his  constituents,  he  believed  that  this 
House  would  be  compelled  to  act.  Mr.  M.  said 
he  was  not  afraid  of  any  compulsion  from  that 
quarter.  And  why  *did  gentlemen  talk  of  com- 
pelling Congress  to  act  ?  Was  this  proper?  If 
he  were  to  be  compelled  to  act.  of  what  use  was 
it  for  his  constituents  to  sena  him  there  1  He 
would  assure  that  gentleman  he  would  not  be 
compelled  to  act. 

It  was  objected  against  gentlemen  that  they 
spoke  of  ways  and  'means.  He  considered  money 
as  the  sinews  of  all  our  exertions.  With  money 
we  could  do  everything ;  we  could,  he  knew,  do 
a  great  deal  without  it ;  but  was  the  country  to 
be  led  blindfold  into  a  war  for  the  protection  of 
commerce,  without  speaking  of  the  expense  7 

Gentlemen  were  continually  talking  of  French 
diplomatic  agency.    For  his  part,  he  cared  not 
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for  these  charges.  He  never  knew  six  French- 
men in  his  life.  Congress  had  no  proof  of  any 
such  agency ;  but  they  had  good  proof  of  the  di- 
plomatic agency  of  another  country  ;  and  he 
wished  they  had  a  rule  similar  to  one  which  is 
established  in  England,  that  no  member  of  Con- 
gress should  visit  a  foreifi;n  Minister. 

Certain  gentlemen  had  been  so  long  in  the  habit 
of  acting  with  large  majorities,  that  when  the 
House  was  likely  to  be  nearly  divided  upon  a 
question,  they  became  angry;  out  they  could  not 
suppose  that  the  method  which  they  took  of  abus- 
ing the  agents  of  one  half  the  country,  and  con- 
sequently the  people  of  that  part  of  the  country 
also  whom  they  represented,  was  the  best  for  pro- 
ducing unanimity. 

At  one  time,  Mr.  M.  said,  it  was  stated  that  the 
whole  of  these  vessels  were  wanted  for  the  pro- 
tection of  that  part  of  the  coast  which  is  not  for- 
tified ;  at  another,  for  convoys.  If  they'  were  em- 
ployed for  this  latter  purpose,  they  could  not  pro- 
tect the  coast.  Besides,  he  thought  the  idea  of 
•convoying  the  trade  of  the  United  States  was  a 
fanciful  one,  and  could  not  be  carried  into  effect. 
He  hoped,  therefore,  that  the  motion  would  be 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  McDowell  wished  to  make  a  few  remarks 
on  what  the  gentleman  from  Connecticut  had 
said  respecting  the  conversation  of  X  and  Y,  as 
to  the  division  of  sentiment  which  existed  in  the 
United  States,  which  went  to  insinuate  that  some 
members  of  this  House  were  improperly  acted 
upon  by  French  diplomatic  skill. 

There  could  be  no  doubt  how  these  agents 
came  in  possession  of  such  opinions.  Certain 
gentlemen,  opposed  to  them  in  opinion,  have  fre- 
quently proscribed  one  half  the  Union  on  this 
floor,  and  it  has  been  openly  declared  that  only 
men  of  a  certain  political  opinion  could  expect  to 
be  employed  by  Uovernment.  As  to  diplomatic 
skill,  he  believed  no  country  exceeded  the  British 
in  their  knowledge  of  this  art ;  that  House  had 
proofs  of  its  having  been  carried  to  a  considerable 
extent  in  this  country.  And  it  must  be  acknowl- 
edged that  Great  Britain  has  a  much  greater  in- 
fluence in  the  seaports  than  the  French,  by  rea- 
son of  their  extensive  commerce. 

The  gentleman  from  Connecticut  had  spoken 
of  American  feelings ;  and '  said  that  foreigners 
could  not  possess  the  same  feelings  in  favor  of 
this  country  with  them.  There  were  members 
of  this  House.  Mr.  McD.  said,  who  were  not  born 
here,  who  haa  ^ven  the  strongest  proofs  of  their 
attachment  to  tnis  country,  by  bavins  been  en- 
gaged in  that  service  which  Produced  the  inde- 
Eendence  of  the  country.  [Mr.  Dana  explained, 
y  saying  he  made  no  allusion  to  him,  as  he  knew 
he  took  an  active  part  in  the  late  re  volution.  J 
Mr.  McD.  concludea,  by  saying  he  had  no  doubt 
gentlemen  who  were  so  loud  in  their  boastings, 
would,  when  danger  appeared,  come  forward  to 
defend  their  country ;  but  he  believed  others,  who 
differed  in  opinion  from  them,  would  be  as  ready 
to  do  it  as  they.  He  hoped,  therefore,  gentlemen 
would  not  take  the  liberty  of  representing  others 
as  disinclined  to  support  every  measure  which 


they  think  necessary  for  the  support  of  the  coun- 
try, so  as  not  only  to  irritate  members  themselves, 
but  thepeople  whom  they  represent. 

Mr.  T.  Claiborne  said,  if^  ever  there  was  a 
time  which  called  for  harmony  in  transacting  the 
business  of  the  Union,  it  was  at  this  time.  He 
hoped  the  committee  would  rise.  To-morrow  be- 
i^g  Saturday,  the  House  could  sit  od  that  day, 
and  the  day  would  be  well  spent  in  a  further  dis- 
cussion of  this  question.  It  was  now  five  o'clock ; 
he  wished  to  rise. 

The  question  on  rising  was  put  and  negatived — 
44  to  33. 

The  commitiee  having  determined  to  sit, 

Mr.  Gallatin  then  rose.  It  would  seem,  he 
said,  that  a  majority  of  this  committee  insist  upon 
taking  the  question  before  they  rise.  He  felt  re- 
luctance at  troubling  them  again  at  this  late  hour ; 
yet,  after  what  had  passed  yesterday  and  to-day, 
It  could  hardly  be  supposed  that  he  should  give 
his  vote  without  making  a  few  observations  upon 
what  had  taken  place. 

He  had  been  at  a  loss  to  know  whether  the 
warmth  displayed  yesterday  by  some  gentlemen 
was  occasioned  by  the  amendment  itself,  or  by 
the  manner  in  which  he  had  supported  it.  The 
amendment  was  in  substance  the  same  which  had 
been  proposed  the  day  before,  by  Mr.  Nicholas, 
the  decision  of  which  had  then  oeen  evaded,  but 
upon  which  no  reflection  of  this  kind  had  taken 

{)face.  Nor  could  he,  upon  reflection,  aod  still 
ess  from  what  had  fallen  from  gentlemen  in  re- 
ply to  his  observations,  find  that  there  was  any 
thing  improper  in  the  manner  in  whi<?h  he  had 
supported  this  motion. 

It  appeared  to  him,  however,  from  the  general 
turn  of  the  debate,  that  the  great  object  of  gen- 
tleman was  to  compl  by  fear  those  who  difi&ed 
from  them  in  opinion,  to  vote  as  they  pleased,  or 
at  least  to  oblige  them  to  give  silent  votes. 

He  was  justified  in  that  assertion  by  what  had 
fallen  from  themselves  to-day.  They  say,  that 
in  reading  the  late  despatches,  they  find  that  cer- 
tain unauthorized  agents  of  the  French  Govern- 
ment, in  unofficial  conversations  held  with  our 
Envoys,  expressed  an  opinion  that  there  was  a 
French  party  in  this  country,  who,  if  the  negotia- 
tion failed,  would  throw  the  blame  upon  the  En* 
voys.  And,  said  Mr.  G.,  we  are  now  told  it  is 
our  duty  to  show  that  we  do  not  approve  of  these 
sentiments,  in  other  words,  that  we  do  not  belong 
tb  that  French  party.  And  how  is  this  to  t^ 
done?  By  voting  as  these  gentlemen  please,  and 
by  agreeing  to  every  proposition,  however  extrav- 
agant, which  they  may  choose  to  bring  forward. 

Nay,  one  of  the  members  from  Connecticut  in- 
sisted that  gentlemen  ought  not  to  reprobate  or 
oppose  any  measure  of  Government.  Meaning, 
he  supposed,  the  Executive.  [Mr.  Allen  ex- 
plained by  saying  that  he  had  said,  that  minori- 
ties ouffht  always  to  acquiesce  in  the  determina- 
tions of  majorities.]  How  that  member  meant 
to  apply  such  an  observation  to  the  present  ques- 
tion before  it  was  decided,  he  could  not  tell.  The 
remark  which  he  alluded  to,  fell  from  him  in 
speaking  upon  what  he  (Mr.  G.)  had  said  with  re- 
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spect  to  the  publicatioo  of  the  late  despatches. 
And  after  a  vote  had  been  carried  ip  this  House 
by  a  majority  of  more  than  three-fourths  against 
the  publication,  had  he  not  a  right  to  say  that  his 
hopes  of  peace  were  diminished  by  this  publica- 
tion ?  But  the  member  from  Connecticut  had 
also  in  Yery  general  terms  declared  that  no  men 
who  were  not  devoted  to  France  ou^ht,  in  the 
present  situation  of  things,  to  say  anything  which 
inight  reflect  upon  the  conduct  of  the  Administra- 
tion. To  those  observations  coming  from  that 
quarter  he  would  perhaps  have  paid  no  attention ; 
but  the  gentleman  from  Connecticut  on  his  left 
(Mr.  Dana)  also  stated,  that  the  opposition  of 
members  t6  the  present  motion,  would  encourage 
France  to  pursue  her  attacks  and  insults  upon  us  \ 
that  she  knew  there  were  divisions  in  this  coun- 
try, and  that  whether  the  people  were  the  tools  or 
dupes  of  France,  made  no  difference.  He  went 
oil  to  show  that  the  speech  of  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  was  known  there,  and  tluLt  therefore,  he 
(Mr.  Q.)  and  others  ought  to  be  very  careful  of 
what  they  said.  He  went  farther,  and  said,  if  he 
(Mr.  D.)  were  in  his  (Mr.  G's)  place,  he  should 
not  have  possessed  so  much  patriotism  as  to  have 
offered  any  opposition  to  the  present  measure,  for 
fear,  however  innocent  his  mtentions  might  be, 
that  slander  might  attack  his  character;  so  that  it 
is  only  necessary,  according  to  the  gentleman's 
doctrine,  to  spread  slander,  and  the  person  attacked 
must  be  compelled  to  acquiesce  in  any  measure 
that  shall  be  proposed  by  gentlemen  of  different 
political  opinions.  Did  that  gentleman  really 
feel  so  sensibl)^  the  voice  of  ca£mnv  as  to  suffer 
it  to  prevent  him  from  doine  what  ne  conceived 
to  be  his  duty,  lest  he  should  be  thoujg^ht  by  the 
world  to  be  actuated  by  improper  motives  ?  He 
would  not  give  credit  to  such  an  assertion  Pon  the 
contrary,  he  must  think  that  that  frentleman,  con- 
scious of  his  innocence  and  integrity,  would,  if  in 
Jus  place,  act  precisely  as  he  himself  had  done. 
He  would  despise  the  attacks  of  calumny,  and 
follow  that  line  of  duty  which  his  own  judgment 
told  him  was  riffht  and  proper. 

And,  indeed,  he  could  hardly^inderstand  how 
any  member  on  that  floor  comd  suppose  that  it 
was  sufficient  to  shed  his  venom  on  tne  character 
of  another  member,  in  order  to  force  him  to  be  si- 
lent. He  could  hardly  have  believed  that  any 
member  would  have  supposed  those  gentlemen 
who,  from  principle,  were  opposed  to  certain  mea- 
sures, and  him,  among  others,  so  destitute  of  forti- 
tude, as  not  to  be  able  to  resist  unfounded  slander 
and  vague  imputations,  so  weak  and  unprincipled 
as  to  abandon  his  real  opinion  on  account  of  sug- 
gestions of  this  kind. 

The  question  before  the  committee  was,  whe- 
ther the  power  of  ^ranting  convoys  should  be  re- 
strained in  time  of  peace. 

The  bill  under  discussion  was  brought  forward 
avowedly  for  the  purpose  of  protecting  commerce. 
It  was  Objected  to  the  present  amendment  that  it 
went  to  the  annihilation  of  commerce,  merchants, 
sailors,  and  revenue ;  and  yet,  when  it  is  shown 
that  if  the  bill  passes  without  the  amendment, 
commerce  wiU  be  in  a  worse  situation  than  at  pre- 


;sent,  that  a  war  will  be  more  prejud|/;ial  to  com- 
merce than  even  the  present  state  of  things,  gen- 
tlemen forget  the  object  of  the  bill,  and  speaK  of 
infamy,  and  of  the  absurdity  of  calculating^  on 
pounds,  shillings,  and  pence,  on  a  question  of  de- 
fence, though  the  bill  itself  is  introduced  for  the  ^ 
express  purpose  of  protecting  pounds,  shillings,  and 
pence. 

For  what  purpose,  said  Mr.  G.,  was  this  bill 
brought  in  ?  Was  it  for  the  protection  of  com- 
merce, or  for  the  purpose  of  producing  war  ?  His 
idea  was  that  it  was  intended  to  afford  protection 
to  commerce,  and  wishing  commerce  to  be  pro- 
tected, he  introduced  the  amendment  under  con- 
sideration, and  had  attempted  to  show  that  it 
would  answer  that  purpose.  He  had  considered 
it  on  the  ground  on  wnich  it  was  brought  in  as 
a  fair  subject  of  calculation. 

Mr.  G.  said  he  went  upon  the  idea  that  when 
peace  shall  be  restored  in  Europe,  we  shall  be  re- 
stored to  the  same  situation  in  which  we  were  be- 
fore the  war — not  that  he  expected  full  compen- 
sation to  be  made  to  our  merchants  for  their  losses, 
but  that  in  other  respects  we  should  be  restored  to 
the  full  enjoyment  of  our  commercial  and  na- 
tional rights.  The  committee  had,  however,  been 
told  that  the  object  of  France  is,  alter  the  conclu- 
sion of  the  European  war,  to  subjugate  and  deluge 
our  country  in  blood,  if  not  resisted.  Mr.  G.  said 
he  would  not  undertake  to  correct  those  wild  ideas. 
He  owned  he  had  himself  no  fears  of  actual  inva- 
sion or  subjugation ;  but,  if  he  had,  what  would 
be  the  best  way  of  preventing  it  ?  Are  we  to 
throw  ourselves  into  a  war  to  do  it  ?  Would  our 
making  war  prevent  the  supposed  consequences 
of  war  ?  Will  it  prevent  the  invasion  or  ruin  of 
England,  which  the  gentleman  seems  to  appre- 
hend 1  Will  it  increase  our  resources,  or  put  our 
revenue  upon  a  better  footing  than  at  present  ?  It 
certainly  would  not. 

But  a  gentleman  (Mr.  Dana)  had  insisted  that 
the  granting  of  convoys  will  not  produce  a  state 
of  war.  He  has  taken  a  position  peculiar  to  him- 
self, for  'the  other  gentleman  who  opposed  this 
amendment,  spoke  of  our  present  state  as  a  state 
of  war.  The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  called 
it  a  commercial  war.  The  gentleman  from  Con- 
necticut (Mr.  Dana)  does  not  deny  that  the  con- 
sequence of  granting  convoys  may  be  fighting^ 
but,  notwithstanding  that,  though  there  is  no  dif- 
ference in  fact  between  fighting  and  war,  that 
gentleman  rests^  his  argument  upon  certain  cir- 
cumstances belonging  to  a  state  or  war,  and  which 
will  not  attach  to  a  state  of  fighting,  before 
war  is  actually  declared — such  as  that  tne  prop- 
erty of  Frencnmen  here,  and  of  American  citi- 
zens in  France,  would  not  be  liable  to  sequestra- 
tion, that  it  would  not  be  treason  for  Americans 
to  hold  a  correspondence  with  the  French  Gov- 
ernment. But  how  win  this  apply  to  the  preseiit 
question  ?  When  he  and  those  who  support  his 
motion  object  to  the  ^nting  of  convoys  as  lead- 
ing to  a  state  of  war,  it  is  because  it  will  produce 
a  worse  state  of  things  than  the  present ;  and  will 
it  be  less  mischievous,  because  sequestration  and 
treason  would  not  attach,  as  it  would  do  in  a 
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state  of  war  j  If  thegentleman  would  prove  that  the 
state  which  would  be  produced  by  convoys  was 
not  as  bad  as  war,  he  soould  have  shown  that  it 
would  not  be  attended  with  the  evils  of  war,  and 
not  have  dwelt  upon  mere  verbal  or  legal  distinc- 
tions between  the  two  states.  It  did  not  appear  to 
him  to  be  any  great  source  of  consolation  to  say, 
though  we  engage  in  hostility  which  will  malce 
all  our  property  at  sea  liable  to  capture,  yet  our 
citizens  may  go  over  to  France  or  hold  correspond- 
ence with  the  French  Government,  without  being 
liable  to  punishment.  His  opinion  was,  that  to 
produce  hostility  in  this  way  would  be  worse  than 
an  open  declaration  of  war,  because  we  should 
suffer  all  the  evils  of  war,  without  having  either 
the  power  of  punishing  traitors,  or  that  of  retali- 
ating, by  making  repnsab  and  captures  in  our 
turn.  If  firentlemen  were  determined  upon  war, 
therefore,  he  should  wish  them  to  propose  an  open 
declaration  of  it. 

The  gentleman  from  Connecticut  drew  another 
distinction,  which  was,  that  self  defence  was  not 
hostility.  Though  he  knew  the  laws  of  nations 
spoke  of  a  discrimination  between  these  two  states, 
he  would  venture  to  say  that  it  was  a  distinction 
in  terms,  and  not  in  fact.  That  gentleman  had 
also  remarked,  that  to  grant  letters  of  marque  and 
to  make  reprisals,  is  not  war,  but  s^n  intermediate 
state  between  peace  and  war.  It  was  true  that 
writers  on  the  laws  of  nations  have  made  distinc- 
tions of  this  kind;  but  he  believed  the  gentleman 
could  point  to  no  instance  in  the  present  century, 
where  letters  of  marque  have  been  granted,  m 
which  war  did  not  succeed  them,  war,  indeed, 
has  commenced  sometimes  by  partial  hostilities, 
sometimes  by  granting  letters  of  marque,  some- 
times by  convoys,  sometimes  by  reprisals,  and 
sometimes  by  taking  what  were  called  measures 
of  self-defence.  When  it  has  not  been  thought 
proper  to  come  to  open  war  at  once,  measures  of 
this  kind  have  been  carried  on  for  two  or  three 
years,  during  which  time  all  the  evils  of  war  have 
existed,  without  its  being  actually  decided.  He 
did  not  wish  to  follow  this  course. 

The  gentleman  from  Connecticut  seemed  to 
rely  much  upon  another  principle,  viz :  that  ves- 
sels, when  under  convoy,  are  not  liable  to  be 
searched.  Now  he  called  upon  that  £^entleman  to 
prove  his  assertion  ;  to  prove  that  when  the  Gov- 
ernment grants  a.  convoy,  it  was  to  be  a  sufficient 
proof  that  the  vessels  under  its  care  had  nothing 
contraband  or  improper  onboard.  He  denied  the 
position  to  be  well  founded.  And  in  every  case  of 
this  kind,  the  event  would  depend  on  the  strength 
of  the  convoy,  or  the  force  attacking  it.  Convoys 
in  time  of  war  have  never  been  respected,  except 
where  the  belligerent  Powers  apprehended  an 
open  rupture  with  the  neutral  Power  to  whom 
the  convoy  belonged. 

But  the  fact  was,  Mr.  G.  said,  he  did  not  con- 
sider it  very  important  what  was  the  law  of  na- 
tions od  this  head,  because  he  knew  that  the  pre- 
sent belligerent  Powers  had  wholly  disregarded 
both  the  laws  of  nations  and  stipulatiftns  of  trea- 
ties ;  that  France  had  prostrated  them  altogether, 
Imd,  therefore,  given  us  justifiable  cause  of  war ; 


and  the  question  was  in  fact  whether  we  think  it 
our  interest*  to  declare  war  against  her,  or  not. 
Gentlemen  on  both  sides  have  said  they  do  not 
wish  to  declare  war.  He.  therefore,  went  upon 
that  ground,  and  if  we  taice  measures  jfrounded 
on  the  right  we  derive  from  the  laws  of  nations, 
which  we  know  the  belli&'erent  Powers  do  not 
respect,  those  measures  wiu  as  certainly  produce 
war,  as  if  we  were  at  once  to  declare  it. 

Why,  then,  said  Mr.  G.,  will  those  gentlemen 
who  do  not  choose  to  come  forward  with  a  decla- 
ration of  war,  (though  they  are  willing  to  go  €0 
war  without  this  declaration.)  tell  us  we  mean  to 
submH  to  France ;  that  we  have  not  the  spirit  of 
Americans ;  that  we  mean  to  invite  'fVirtner  ag- 
gressions from  that  country  ?  We  miffht,  said  he. 
retort  the  charge  upon  them,  and  say  they  wished 
to  involve  the  country  in  a  war;  at  tne  same 
time  that  they  dare  not  declare  it,  although  they 
thereby  deprive  America  of  any  advantages  to  be 
derived  from  such  a  state. 

Mr.  G.  said  that  no  gentleman  had  attempted  t6 
account  for  that  inconsistency,  and,  indeed,  there 
were  many  other  unaccountable  proce^ings  oa 
the  part  of  some  gentlemen  on  that  floor.  Whence, 
for  instance,  the  prodigious  clamor  on  the  subject 
of  the  late  despatches?  Gentlemen  goat  large 
into  all  the  unofficial  conversations  which  take 
place  between  our  Envoys  and  certain  persons 
who  are  said  to  have  been  agents  of  the  French 
Minister^  and  they  then  insist  that  the  know- 
ledge of^  those  conversations  must  necessarily 
change  our  opinions  in  relation  to  measures  to  be 
adopted.  But  h9  would  say  that  the  reading  of 
these  despatches  had  added  only  one  circumstance 
to  the  knowledge  we  had  already  of  the  insults 
and  injuries  committed  by  France  against  thb 
coun^,  which  was  that  they  want  money  from 
us.  Everything  else  that  could  have  any  effect 
upon  their  deliberations,  was  as  well  known  be- 
fore the  arrival  of  those  despatches,  as  since ;  for 
it  would  not  be  said  that  because  certain  individu- 
als in  the  Government  of  France  are  corrupt,  or 
choose  to  say  there  are  parties  in  this  country,  or 
speak  disrespectfully  of  their  own  €k>vemment, 
that  a  knowledge  of  these  circumstances  could  have 
any  serious  effect  upon  the  acts  of  Congress.  It 
was  true  these  despatches  had  produced  one  effect 
upon  their  deliberations.  Before  they  were  com- 
municated, a  resolution  was  under  discussion^  de- 
claring "  that  under  the  present  situation  of  thin^. 
it  is  not  expedient  to  resort  to  war  against  France,** 
which,  after  the  promulgation  of  these  despatched 
was  postponed  to  a  distant  day,  as  improper  Ibr 
further  discussion  at  this  time ;  but  he  saw  noth- 
ing in  the  despatches  which  could  make  any  a<^ 
necessary  that  was  not  necessary  before  they  were 
read  in  Congress.  For  if  war,  or  war  measures, 
or  measures  of  self-defence,  were  necessarv,  it  was 
not  because  there  were  corrupt  individuals  in  the 
French  Gtovemment,  or  because  those  individuals 
or  that  Government  wanted  money  from  us.  They 
ask  mon^y,  we  refuse  it ;  and  if  this  was  all,  thet^ 
would  be  an  end  of  the  business.  But  the  trtfiris 
ground  of  offence  on  the  part  of  France — tlie 
ofi^ce  which  gave  us  justinable  cause  of  war,  if 
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we  thought  it  for  our  interest  tp  loake  war,  and 
which,  therefore,  ^ve  us  right  to  take  any  meas- 
ures however  leading  to  a  war  we  thought  proper — 
consisted   io   reiterated    depredations   upon  our 
trade,  and  in  the  refusal  of  receiviug  or  treating 
with  our  Envoys,  expressly  sent  for  the  purpose 
of  negotiating  oo  that  subject    And  those  cap- 
tures, and  that  obstinate  refusal  for  a  period  of 
four  months,  were  known  to  us  before  the  des- 
patches were  communicated.  What  do,  therefore, 
the  despatches  amount  to  ?    To  disgrace  certain 
individuals  in  the  French  Government,  and  of 
course  that  Gov^nment  itself,  to  a  certain  degree. 
And  whv  should    the  knowledge  of  that  fact 
chauge  tne  opinion  of  Congress,  and  induce  them 
to. adopt  different  measures?  Mr.  G.  thought  that 
the  gentlemen  who  expected  so  great  effects  from 
those  papers,  grounded  their  ejupectations  upon  an 
erroneous  idea  they  had  previously  conceived.  They 
have  supposed  that  gentlemen,  who  differed  in 
opinion  from  them,  have  all  along  acted  under  an 
id^  that  there  was  attached  to  the  French  Revo- 
lution, and  to  the  French  Government,  a  superior 
degree  of  justice,  virtue,  and  purity ;  and  havioff 
once  established  this  idea  in  their  minds,  thev  wiU 
suppose  that  a  discovery  of  a  corrupt  mina  in  a 
number  of  persons  in  France  will  produce  a  revo- 
lution in  their  minds.    Supposing,  also,  that  such 
members  had  been  actuated  in  their  conduct,  not 
80  much  by  wishes  for  the  good  of  this  countrv.  as 
by  a  biiod  admiration  for  the  French  Republic, 
they  naturally  conclude  that  a  discovery  of  cor- 
ruption in  the  councils  of  that  country  will  work 
a.  wonderful  change  in  our  conduct  and  opinions. 
And  also  because  the  communication  of  the  in- 
structions to  our  Envoys,  had  fully  convinced 
every  one  that  the  President  of  the  United  States 
had,  by  those  instructions,  made  concessions  to 
the  full  extent  of  what  could  be  made  by  this 
country.it  is  now  expected  that  every  past  meas- 
ure of  tne  Executive  shall  be  approved,  and  every 
piToposition  coming  from  tliat  quarter  shall  be 
supported  by  the  very  gentlemen  who  may  here- 
toiore  have  reprobated  some  of  those  measures,  or 
ojiposed  some  of  those  propositions.    That  expect- 
ation— the  expectation  of  a  change  of  conduct  in 
those  ffentlemen — arose  from  the  same  fallacious 
idea  that  because  some  gentlemen  have  less  con- 
fidence in  the  Executive  than  others,  that  want  of 
conffdencee  has  heretefore  dictated  measures  inju- 
rious to  their  country,  and  contrary  to  their  duty. 
Mr.  G.  then  said  ne  would  take  some  notice 
of  some  of  the  arguments  which  had  been  used  by 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Otis.) 
That  gentleman  had  stated  that  if  convoys  are  not 
granted,  war  will  be  as  likely  to  be  produced  by  the 
arminff  of  merchant  vessels  as  by  convoys ;  and 
that  tne  vessels  haviiu^  been  permitted  by  the 
President  to  arm,  no  objection  ought  to  be  made 
to  the  employment  of  public  vessels  as  convoys. 
He  would  just  observe  that  another  gentleman 
w^  mistaken  when  he  supposed  that  he  (Mr.  G.) 
was  of  opinion  that  mercnant  vesseb  had  not  a 
right  to  arm  by  the  custom  of  nations.    He  had 
no  doubt  that  tney  had  a  right,  and  that  it  was  ex- 
CKciaed  by  neutral  Powers ;  but  thb  difficulty  arose 


in  the  question,  when  it  was  lately  presented  to 
the  House,  viz:  that  of  permitting  vessels  to  arm, 
after  they  nad  been  forbidden  by  the  President  to 
do  so  for  a  number  of  years.  The  right  had  heea 
abandoned  by  that  restriction  and  the  acquiesenee 
of  the  Legislature,  and  having  been  abandoned,  it 
made  a  great  change  of  the  ground  taken  at  the 
beginn  ing  of  European  hostilities.  But,  whatever 
act  of  hostility  might  be  produced  by  the  arming 
of  these  vessels,  it  would  be  a  much  less  evil  than 
those  resulting  from  granting  of  convoys.  The 
differepce  between  the  two  cases  must  be  obvious. 
When  merchantmen  do  arm,  they,  like  any  indi* 
vidual  who  may  carry  arms,  are  answerable  for 
the  abuse  of  those  arms,  and  Government  are  not ; 
whereas,  Government  wiU  have  to  answer  for  the 
cpnduct  of  commanders  of  public  vessels. 

But  the  >  gentleman  says  a  commercial  war 
already  exbts.  Mr.  G.  said  he  did  not  mean  to 
dispute  about  words ;  but  if  he  called  the  present 
a  state  of  commercial  war^  that  state  would  be 
changed  by  the  granting  ot  convoys.  Notwith- 
standing all  the  losses  we  have  experienced  du- 
ring the  present  war.it  was  a  fact  that  our  tonnage 
and  exports  have  greatly  increased,  so  diat  our 
commerce  is  now  in  a  more  flourishing  state  than 
at  the  commencement  of  the  war.  Mr.  G.  then 
tooka  view  of  the  different  amountsof  our  tonnage 
at  different  periods,  and  proved  that  it  had  been 
increased  sixty  ner  cent  since  the  year  1792 ;  so 
that  he  did  not  tnink  our  affairs  were  so  desperate 
as  to  drive  us  into  a  war  to  retrieve  them.  He 
also  showed  that  the  tonnage  of  Great  Britain 
had  decreased,  in  consequence  of  the  war,  from 
206^000  tons,  which  it  was  in  1792,  to  19^, 
which  it  was  when  the  last  returns  were  maoe. 

In  an  actual  state  of  war,  not  only  our  tonnage 
will  be  reduced,  but  every  evil  we  now  experi- 
ence will  be  increased  teniold.  Not  only  our  rev- 
enue will  be  cut  off,  but  our  inability  to  pay  at 
home  will  be  increased.  If  gentlemen  think  the 
question  of  revenue  is  a  question  which  ought  not 
to  be  considered,  but  that  we  ought  to  go  forward 
without  considering  anything  as  to  our  ways  and 
means^  can  they  deny  that  a  state  of  war  will  not 
only  sink  our  revenue,  but  that  it  will  at  once 
affect  our  merchants,  our  seamen>  and  every  other 
description  of  citizens  ? 

The  gentlemen  from  Massachusetts  tells  the 
committee  that  though  we  preserve  the  present 
state  of  things,  France  will  not  permit  us  to  trade 
to  Holland,  Spain,  the  Italian  ports,  or  the  Hanae 
towns ;  and  that  she  will  contmue  to  capture  our 
vessels  upon  fresh  pretences.  If  that  gentleman 
does  believe  that,  unless  we  take  some  active  mea- 
sures, France  will  not  permit  us  to  trade  with 
these  places,  but  that  she  will  add  to  aggressions 
already  committed,  by  capturing  all  our  vessels, 
then  we  must  declare  war.  It  is  possible,  perhaps 
probable,  that  this  event  may  take  place ;  but  they 
ought  to  act  upon  existing  circumstances,  and  not 
upon  conjecture  only.  But  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  went  further,  and  said  that,  from 
the  nature  of  our  exports,  France  cou4d  not,  in 
time  of  war,  shut  the  ports  of  Spain,  Holland,  the 
Italian  ports,  and  the  mnse  towns;  so  tbaL  m>* 
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cording  to  his  doctrine,  in  time  of  war,  we  should 
have  a  better  chance  to  carry  our  produce  to  those 
countries,  under  the  influence  of  France,  than  at 
present.  [Mr.  Otis  explained.]  The  same  gen- 
tleman also  stated  that,  if  our  trade  was  to  be  con- 
yeyed  b^  British  ships,  the  expense  must  be  borne 
by  the  citizens  of  this  country ;  and  that,  there- 
fore, we  might  as  well  pay  our  own  convoys  in 
the  first  instance.  But,  he  would  ask  that  gentle- 
man, whether,  in  case  of  war,  our  twelve  ships 
were  likely  to  give  a  better  protection  to  commerce 
than  the  immense  Navy  of  Great  Britain  ?  and, 
whether,  therefore,  that  event  would  not  ren- 
der British  coiivoys  still  more  necessary,  and 
give  to  the  British  8hip[)ing  the  most  decided  ad- 
vantage over  our  navigation  ? 

But  it  was  stated,  that  he  and  those  who  voted 
with  him  were  willing  to  defend  the  soil,  but 
would  give  up  our  property  on  the  opean.  He  was 
willing  to  give  this  species  of  property  all  the  pro- 
tection we  have  it  in  our  power  to  give,  and  if  he 
believed  that  the  present  state  of  things  was  as  bad 
as  war— was  war — he  would  immediately  aban- 
don his  amendment.  In  such  a  case,  he  would  do 
all  he  could  to  protect  our  trade  by  armed  vessels. 
In  1775,  Congress  gave  that  protection ;  and,  in 
time  of  war,  he  should  be  ready  to  give  it ;  but  to 
grant  a  convoy,  in  the  present  state  of  things, 
would  be,  in  his  opinion,  to  injure  the  merchants 
and  sailors,  and  not  to  serve  them. 

Mr.  G.  tnen  apologized  for  the  manner  in  which 
he  had  replied  to  the  observations  made  on  that 
day.  Compelled  to  sit  without  interruption  to  so 
late  an  hour,  (it  was  then  near  seven  o'clock.)  ex- 
hausted as  his  faculties  roust  be,  and  under  a  ne- 
cessity of  answering  immediately  the  speeches  of 
gentlemen  who  had  occupied  the  whole  sitting, 
e  had  it  not  in  his  power  to  arrange  his  argu- 
ments as  he  might  have  wished,  but  he  could  only 
remark  on  the  observations  of  those  gentlemen 
just  as  they  happened  to  occur  to  his  mind. 

Much  had  been  said,  on  the  motives  and  con- 
duct of  those  gentlemen  who  supported  the 
amendment.  Much  illiberal  and  unfounded  abuse 
had  been  heaped  upon  them,  and  particularly  upon 
him.  It  was  well  known  that,  having  never  con- 
ceived personal  abuse  as  a  fit  topic  for  this  House, 
or  as  a  ground  of  argument  anywhere,  he  had 
uniformly  treated  it  with  that  silent  contempt  it 
deserved.  So  far  as  it  related  to  those  vague  and 
general  imputations  which  had  been  made,  he 
would  still  treat  them  in  that  manner^  he  would 
not  condescend  to  enter  into  a  justification  aeainst 
charges  of  so  loose  a  nature.  But  he  would,  for 
on«e,  make  a  few  observations  on  those  attacks 
where  the  member  to  his  right  (Mr.  Allen)  had 
ventured  to  make  anything  like  a  specific  charae. 

In  the  first  place,  he  had  stated,  that  a  number 
of  members  of  Congress,  in  the  year  1794,  were 
willing  at  that  time  to  take  much  higher  around 
than  at  present.  The  gentleman  from  Virginia 
(Mr.  Madison)  was  charged  with  saying,  that  he 
had  no  hopes  from  negotiation,  and  that  therefore 
it  was  necessary  to  adopt  measures  for  ourselves ; 
and  from  the  manner  in  which  this  was  quoted,  it 
might  be  supposed  that  the  question  was  with  re- 


spect to  obtaining  redress  for  captures,  and.  that 
Mr.  Madison  had  declared  that,  if  redress  could 
not  be  had  by  negotiation,  it  must  be  had  by  force. 
What,  said  he,  was  the  question  then  under  con- 
sideration 1  It  was  a  question  of  commercial  reg- 
ulation, which  did  not  relate  to  any  infringement 
of  our  neutral  rights,  but  which  had  application 
altogether  to  a  state  of  peace.  The' British  hav- 
ing made  certain  commercial  regulations,  the 
question  then  debating  wvls  one  intended  to  coun- 
teract the  efiect  of  those  regulations.  And  it  was 
said,  that  no  hopes  were  entertained  that,  by  nego- 
tiation Great  Britain  would  recede  from  the  steps 
she  had  taken,  and  that  therefore  the  only  way  to- 
counteract  was  by  adopting  counter  regulations 
ourselves.  And  the  fact  proved  that  those  gentle- 
men were  ri^ht ;  Great  Britain  had  not  receded ; 
and  the  Bntish  Treaty  contained  stipulations 
which  went  to  prevent  Uongress  from  making,  in 
future,  any  such  regulations  as  were  then  pro- 
posed. 

Another  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Nicho- 
las) was  charged  by  the  same  gentleman  with 
having  thought  differently  with  respect  to  the  ad- 
vantages derived  by  this  country  from  the  carry- 
ing trade^  when  the  depredations  of  G^reat  Britam 
and  Algiers  were  under  consideration.  On  the 
contrary,  if  the  conduct  of  that  gentleman  was 
examined  it  would  be  found  that  he  was  always 
opposed  to  measures  which  in  their  effects  mignt 
lead  to  war.  If  the  conduct  of  the  two  parties  in 
the  House  at  that  time  was  looked  into,  it  wonld 
be  found  that  the  gentlemen  who  now  opposed 
war  against  France,  had  opposed  it  against  Eng- 
land at  that  time;  that  they  had  adopted  only  such 
measures  as,  in  their  opinion,  would  induce  or 
compel  Great  Britain*  to  change  her  conduct, 
without  the  necessity  of  recurring  to  war ;  such 
as  a  suspension  of  commercial  intercourse ;  but  at 
that  time  those  gentlemen  did  not  threaten  war. 
nor  were  they  in  favor  of  provisional  armies,  naval 
armaments,  arming  mercnantmen.  granting  con- 
voys, or  any  other  war  measure  whatever. 

The  member  from  Connecticut  had  also  repre- 
sented him  as  opposed  to  the  proclamation  of  neu- 
trality of  the  President,  and  as  a  supporter  of  the 
measures  of  the  French  Minister.  Mr.  Grenet. 

Mr.  Allen  said  he  spoke  of  tne  French  party 
in  this  country  being  always  opposed  to  it,  and 
not  him  in  particular. 

Mr.  Gallatin  said,  Mr.  Allen  might  now  un- 
say what  he  had  stated  yesterday.  But.  indeed, 
had  the  remark  only  fallen  from  him,  he  did  not 
believe  that  he  would  have  noticed  it.  But  it  was 
not  he  alone  who  had  referred  to  this  opposition. 
The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  Har- 
per) had  entertained  the  House  for  some  time  on 
the  same  subject,  on  a  former  occasion,  and  insist- 
ed upon  it  that  the  same  gentlemen  who  wish  now 
to  preserve  peace,  when  we  had  a  dispute  with 
Great  Britain,  were  all  in  favor  of  war :  and  with 
respect  to  the  proclamation  of  neutrality,  the  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina  asserted  that  though 
gentlemen  at  first  were  violently  opposed  to  it, 
yet,  when  Conjrress  met  some  time  afterwards,  the 
people  having  in  the  meantime  shown  their  appro- 
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bation  of  the  measure,  they  dared  not  express  their 
disapprobation  with  the  conduct  of  the  Executive. 
This  shows  that  neither  of  the  gentlemen  are  ac- 
quainted with  the  facts,  because  the  public  records 
of  the  country  will  give  a  direct  contradiction  to 
their  assertions.  / 

In  1793,  when  M.  Qenet  arrived  in  this  country 
and  took  such  steps  as  went  to  an  infrinf^ement  of 
our  neutral  rights,  and  the  President  issued  his 
proclamation  of  neutrality,  the  first  public  body 
which  met  after  that  period  was  the  Legislature 
of  Pennsylvania,  (of  which  he  was  then  a  mem- 
ber,) and  he  must  be  permitted  to  say  that  this 
Legrislature  was,  what  gentlemen  term,  a  very  Ja- 
cobinic body.  ]\o  better  proof,  he  supposed,  could 
be  given  of  this  than  that  they  elected  him  (Mr. 
G.)  a  Senator  of  the  United  States.  This  Legis- 
lature met  before  it  could  be  ascertained  what 
was  the  public  voice ;  and  the  first  thing  they  did 
was  to  present  an  address  to  the  Governor,  ex- 

Sressinp  their  unanimous  approbation  of  the  con- 
ucl  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  with 
respect  to  his  proclamation  of  neutrality,  and  all 
the  other  steps  he  had  taken  in  support  of  that 
neutrality,  namely,  the  preventing  French  priva- 
teers from  being  fitted  out  in  our  ports,  and  the 
seizure  and  restoration  of  prizes  made  by  those 
privateers.  He  would  add,  that  that  part  of  the 
address,  which  he  read,  was  drawn  oy  himself. 
The  Governor  of  Pennsylvania  (whom  gentlemen 
will  also  doubtless  term  a  Jacobin)  fortified  Mud 
Island  during  the  recess  of  the  Legislature,  in  order 
to  carry  into  effect  the  measures  of  the  Executive, 
borrowing  money  for  the  purpose  on  his  own  pri- 
vate credit,  and  the  same  Legislature  approved  his 
conduct  and  made  the  necessary  appropriations. 
Before  ffentlemen  indulged  themselves  in  making 
these  charges,  they  should  take  a  little  pains  to 
make  themselves  acquainted  with  facts,  for  he 
was  persuaded  that  their  prejudices  were  in  a  great 
degree  to  be  ascribed  to  their  want  of  information. 
As  to  the  general  charge  that  the  wish  of  those 
who  supported  the  amendment  was  to  submit  to 
the  claims  of  the  French  Republic,  he  would 
say  that,  to  submit  to  those  claims,  or  to  recojg- 
nise  them,  would  be  degrading ;  but  that  to  sufier 
the  present  state  of  things  to  continue,  was  a  tem- 
porizing measure,  dictated,  under  the  present  cir- 
cumstances, by  the  sounaest  policy.  It  is  true, 
that  the  aggressions  received  from  the  French, 
exceed  everything  which  has  taken  place  duripff 
the  course  of  the  war ;  but,  on  the  other  han<^ 
every  day  draws  nearer  the  period  when  war 
must  have  an  end  in  Europe.  This  considera- 
tion, with  him,  outweighed  the  ^reat  extent  of 
depredations  which  might  otherwise  induce  him 
to  take  a  different  line  of  conduct.  If,  in  1793,  or 
1794,  depredations  had  been  made  to  their  pre- 
sent extent,  it  might  have  been  thought  better  to 
have  become  parties  in  the  war,  than  to  remain 
neutral.  We  were  justified  for  not  doing  so  at 
that  time,  from  the  depredations  being  more  con- 
fined. The  depredations  were  now  much  greater, 
but  the  period  tor  which  the  war  could  continue, 
had  become  much  shorter.  When  he  considerea 
the  growing  resources  of  this  country,  which,  if 


we  can  escape  war,  will  every  day  improve ;  when 
he  considered  that  our  wealth  and  population 
were  increasing  beyond  calculation,  he  confessed 
it  was  with  great  reluctance  he  abandoned  the 
last  hope  of  preserving  peace.  He  considered 
that  the  event  of  war  must  be  the  loss  of  that 
property  which  they  were  proposing  to  protect ; 
the  loss  of  our  commerce,  of  our  tonnage.  The  ruin 
of  our  merchants,  and  tne  abandonment  of  our 
sailors.  The  natural  consequence  must  be  that 
the  loss  of  our  revenue  must  he  supported  by  heayy 
taxes  on  our  l^nds  and  internal  consumption,  and 
the  expenses  of  the  war  must  be  supported  hj 
loans,  borrowed  at  an  interest,  proportioned  to  the 
wants  of  the  country ;  sd  that  our  debt  will  be  in- 
creased in  proportion  to  our  efforts  to  protect  our 
commerce  in  time  of  war,  that  is  to  say,  in  pro- 
portion to  the  increase  of  our  navy,  the  effects  of 
which  would  be  felt  for  a  long  time  after  the  war 
should  cease.  Taking  all  these  things  into  con- 
sideration, he  would  rather  bear  the  captures  now 
made  of  our  property ;  he  would  rather  see  a  total 
want  of  British  manufactures,  and  abandon  that 
part  of  our  trade,  than  take  measures  which  will 
not  only  be  war,  but  worse  than  war. 

Under  these  considerations  it  was,  that  he  pro- 
posed the  present  amendment ;  if  it  was  not  car- 
ried, he  certainly  should  submit  to  the  decisions 
of  a  majority.  It  would  remain  with  the  Presi- 
dent to  apply  the  force  as  he  shall  think  fit ;  but 
when' an  amendment  was  proposed,  the  object  of 
which  was  to  prevent  war,  he  did  not  expect  to  be 
charged  with  wishing  to  submit  to  the  surrender 
of  the  independence  of  the  country.  •If  he  had 
proposed  to  pay  the  money  which  the  agents  of 
the  French  Government  demanded,  or  to  recoo^. 
nise  by  treaty  the  unjustifiable  violations  of  the 
law  m  nations  made  by  that  country,  or  have  re- 
fused to  have  taken  measures  for  our  defence,  there 
might  have  been  some  ground  for  the  charge.  In- 
deed, as  long  as  gentlemen  declined  proposing  a 
declaration  of  war,  they  had  no  ri^ht  to  make  the 
charge.  For,  while  no  such  proposition  was  made, 
he  and  those  who  supported  the  amendment  might 
retort  upon  gentlemen,  and  say,  '*  You  say  France 
has  given  us  justifiable  cause  of  war,  ana  yet  you 
mean  to  submit,  and  will  not  declare  war.'' 

He  must  suppose,  therefore,  that  gentlemen  op- 
posed this  amendment  because  they  did  not  be- 
lieve that,  to  employ  these  vessels  as  convoys, 
would  destroy  every  hope  of  peace.  He  acknow- 
ledged peace  was  not  altogether  in  our  power. 
France  mi^ht  declare  war  to-morrow,  or  give  an 
order  to  seize  all  our  vessels ;  but  so  lohg  as  the 
fact  was  not  so,  it  cannot  be  denied  that  there  is 
some  hope  that  the  state  of  peace  may  not  be 
broken ;  to  preserve  that  hope  he  urged  his  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  G.  concluded  with  saying  that,  notwith- 
standing all  the  violent  charg:es  and  personal 
abuse^which  had  been  made  against  him,  it  would 
produce  no  difference  in  his  manner  of  acting; 
neither  prevent  him  from  speaking  against  any 
measure  which  he  thought  injurious  to  the  publie 
interest,  nor.  on  the  other  hand,  inflame  his  mind 
so  as  to  induce  him  to  oppose  meiuures  which  he 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


W9 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRBSS^ 


im^ 


aoFRj 


Proteclion  of  TVade, 


[April,  1798. 


might  heretofore  have  thought  proper.  Neither 
a  fear  of  slander,  Dor  of  violent  attacks  in  that 
House,  nor  even  of  that  compulsion  threatened 
by  the  member  from  Connecticut,  should  ever 
produce  any  change  in  his  votes  or  in  his  con- 
duct. 

'  The  question  was  put  on  the  amendment,  and 
negatived — 49  to  34. 

''The  question  on  the  sum  of  money  to  be  ap- 
{MDOpriated,  coming  under  consideration, 
'  Mr.  S.  Smith  moved  to  strike  out  $950,000, 
a|id  to  insert  in  its  place  $1,200,000.  This  motion 
y^Tks  not  seconded,  and  the  motion  for  $950,000 
^&s  then  put  and  carried. 

The  amendment  for  staking  out  sixteen  ves- 
sels, and  inserting  twelve,  being  under  considera- 
tfoh, 

Mr.  SiTOREAVES  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  this  question,  which  were  ordered  to  be  taken. 
'  Mr.  LiviNOSTOK  said,  he  should  be  in  favor  of 
the  largest  number  of  vessels :  for,  though  he  was 
djecidedly  against  the  employment  of  this  arma- 
ment as  convoys,  because  ne  believed  such  an  em- 
ployment of  them  would  have  an  unavoidable 
tendency  not  only  to  involve  this  country  in  war 
with  France,  but  with  England,  and  all  the  other 
belligerent  Powers,  and  because  no  instructions 
which  the  President  can  gi  ve  will  prevent  it.  Since 
this  wfis  the  case,  he  believed  twelve  vessels  would 
be  totally  inadequate  to  such  a  state  of  things. 
Be  had  said,  it  was  the  unavoidable  tendency — 
for  what,  he  asked,  was  the  object  of  convoys? 
Gentlemen  say  they  are  to  be  used  to  resist  in- 
fringements u])on  the  laws  of  nations,  or  of  trea- 
ties ;  and  If  this  was  to  be  the  use  of  them,  war 
must  doubtless  ensue ;  for  France  has  decreed  that 
ressels  shall  be  lawful  prize  in  cases  which  are 
contrary  to  the  laws  of  nations,  and  of  treaty ; 
Great  mitain  has  done  the  same ;  and  it  must  be 
allowed,  that  if  we  shall  have  to  engage  all  those 
Powers,  twelve  vessels  will  not  be  sufficient.  On 
the  contrary,  Congress  ought  now,  since  this  de- 
cision had  oeen  come  to,  to  go  into  effectual  mea- 
sures, as  if  in  war,  for  he  considered  the  country 
nbw  in  a  state  of  war ;  and  let  no  man  flatter  him- 
self that  the  vote  which  has  been  given  is  not  a 
declaration  of  war.  Gentlemen  know  that  this  is 
the  case  ;  and  now  they  have  concurred  in  plung- 
ing the  country  in  war,  they  ought  to  come  for- 
ward and  provide  the  means  for  our  defence ;  but 
he  did  not  wonder  that  they  tremble  and  falter, 
nDw  they  are  at  the  last  step  to  be  taken ;  a  step 
which  tney  had  been  endeavoring  to  accom- 
I^ish  for  ,many  years  past ;  a  war  with  France, 
which  they  had  so  lonsf  wished,  is  now  accom- 
plished ;  at  a  period,  too,  when  we  are  likely  to  be 
left  alone  to  sustain  the  shock,  when  almost  all 
the  Powers  of  Europe  have  fallen  under  her  force, 
or.  become  allies  in  her  schemes.  We  ought  to 
cpncert  means  of  attack ;  for  we  should  not  have 
to  wage  defensive  war  only,  but  offensive  war  also, 
liow,  said  Mr.  L.,  let  us  see  who  is  posses^red  of 
American  feelings ;  let  us  see  whether  those  who 
call  members  cowards,  and  devoted  to  the  service 
of  another  country,  or  those  so  calumniated,  pos- 
sess the  truest  American  feeling.     As  to  these 


slanders  themselves,  he  should  always  treat  them 
as  they  merited  ;  he  considered  himself  .as  digni- 
fied a  character  as  any  man  who  made  the  charge. 
SThe  Speaker  called  Mr.  L.  to  order,  and  he  sat 
own.] 

Mr.  Harper  was  glad  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  would  for  once  in  his  life  be  consistent  and 
support  the  decisions  of  a  majority,  and  that  this 
flash  of  his  would  not  end  in  smolte.  If  the  dig- 
nity of  this  House  would  have  permitted  him  to  say 
so,  he  should  have  said  the  srentleman  had  made 
a  very  silly  speech.  He  could  not  imagine  what 
had  given  rise  to  it,  except  that  the  gentleman 
found  himself  disappointed,  in  not  having  been 
able  to  carry  the  amendment  which  had  been  n^a- 
tived.  As  to  the  sufficiency  of  this  force,  he  did 
not  believe  it  was  contemplated  to  fight  France  and 
Great  Britain,  and  for  a  good  reason,  because  it 
was  not#ecessary  to  fight  them  both. 

If  Great  Britain  shall  not  only  persevere  in  her 
present  measures,  but,  after  infringing  the  laws  of 
nations  and  of  treaties,  shall  follow  it  up  by  de- 
crees which  will  amount  to  a  general  confiscation 
of  our  trade,  and  instead  of  listening  to  our  appli- 
cations to  ^et  them  altered,  shall  drive  our  Minis- 
ter out  of  the  country,  he  should  then  be  ready  to 
go  to  war  with  Great  Britain.  At  present,  how- 
ever, he  saw  no  cause  of  war  against  her,  tnough 
he  saw  occasion  for  negotiation  and  remonstrance. 
For  the  present,  he  wisbed  to  confine  our  views  to 
one  of  the  belligerent  Powers  whose  injuries  all 
allowed  had  given  just  cause  of  war  to  this  coun- 
try. He  did  not  mean,  Mr.  H.  said,  to  prepare 
measures  for  offensive  war,  and  he  believed  what 
the  gentleman  had  said  on  this  subject  was  one 
of  those  puffs  which  were  introduced  for  no  other 
purpose  than  to  round  off  a  period ;  and  he  was 
astonished  that  any  gentleman  could  get  his  own 
consent  thus  to  impose  upon  himself. 

Mr.  SiTGREAVES  said,  he  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays,  in  order  that  he  might  have  an  opportunity 
of  recording  his  dissent  to  the  reduction  of  the 
number  of  vessels  agreed  to  by  the  Senate.  He 
thought  it  an  improper  time  to  agree  to  an  amend- 
ment of  this  kind  ;  he  did  not  think  it  proper,  at 
the  present  crisis,  to  show  symptoms  or  distrust, 
weakness,  or  timidity.  As  the  bill  proposed  sixteen 
vessels  wnen  it  came  from  the  Senate,  he  did  not 
wish  to  reduce  the  number  to  twelve  ;  especially 
as  it  was  allowed  that  sixteen  vessels  would  not 
be  too  many,  and  the  only  reason  for  reducing  the 
number  was,  that  a  greater  number  could  not  be 
immediately  got  ready  in  the  recess  of  Congress  ; 
but  having  no  doubt  tnat  if  sixteen  vessels  are  ne- 
cessary, the  President  would  be  able  to  procure 
them,  ne  should  be  against  concurring  with  the 
amendment  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Livingston  was  proceeding  to  remark  upon 
what  had  fallen  from  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina,  of  a  personal  nature,  when  the  Speaker 
called  to  order  and  he  took  his  seat. 

The  question  on  concurring  with  the  amend- 
ment reported  by  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  for 
striking  out  sixteen  and  inserting  twelve,  was  then 
taken,  and  stood  yeas  forty-five,  nays  thirty-seven, 
as  follows : 
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TiAS — Abraham  Baldwin,  David  Bard,  Thomas 
Blooat,  Richard  Brent,  Stephen  Bullock,  Demsey  Bur* 
gea,  Thomas  Claiborne,  Wm.  Charles  Cole  Claiborne, 
Jodiua  Coit,  Thomas  T.  Davis,  Lucas  Elmendorph, 
Dwight  Foster,  John  Fowler,  Albert  Gallatin,  Andrew 
Gregg,  William  Barry  Grove,  Robert  Goodloe  Harper, 
Garter  B.  Harrison,  Jonathan  N.  Havens,  Joseph  Heis- 
ter,  David  Holmes,  Walter  Jones,  Matthew  Locke,  8am- 
nal  Lyman,  Matthew  Lyon,  Nathaniel  Macon,  William 
Matthews,  Blair  McClenachan,  Joseph  McDowell,  John 
MiDedge,  Anthony  New,  Jonah  Parker,  John  Reed, 
WUliam  Shepard,  Tompson  J.  Skinner,  Samuel  Smith, 
Ptolag  Spragne,  Richard  Stanford,  Thomas  Sumter,  Tho- 
mas TUlinghast,  Abram  Trigg,  John  Trigg,  Philip  Van 
Oertlandt,  Joseph  B.  yama«^  and  John  Williams. 

Nats— John  Allen,  Bailey  Bartlett,  David  Brooks, 
Christopher  G.  ChunpUn,  James  Cochran,  William 
Gndk,  Samuel  W«  Dana,  J<^n  Dawson,  John  Dennis, 
Thomas  Evans,  William  Findfey,  Abiel  Foster^  Jona- 
than Freeman,  Nathaniel  Freeman,  jun.,  Henry  Gleo, 
Channcey  Goodrich,  William  Gordon,  Roger  GriswoIdC 
Thomas  Hartley,  William  Uindman,  HeiekiahL.  Hos- 
mer,  James  H.  Imlay,  Edward  Livingston,  James  Ma- 
chir,  Lewis  R.  Morris,  Harrison  G.  Otis,  Thomas  Pinck- 
ney,  John  Ratledge,  jr.,  James  Schureman,  Samuel 
Sewall,  Samuel  Sitgreaves,  Nathaniel  Smith,  George 
Thatcher,  Richard  Thomas,  Mark  Thomson,  John  E. 
Van  Alen,  and  Peleg  Wadsworth. 

Mr.  Gallatin  then  renewed  his  motion  for 
limiting  the  use  of  these  vessels,  which  was  decid- 
ed in  the  negative — yeas  thirty-two,  nays  fifty,  as 
follows : 

Yeas — Abraham  Baldwin,  David  Bard,  Thomas 
Blount,  Richard  Brent,  Demsey  Burges,  Thomas  Clai- 
borne, William  Charles  Cole  Claiborne,  Thomas  T. 
Davis,  John  Dawson,  Lucas  Elmendorph,  William 
Findley^ohn  Fowler,  Albert  Gallatin,  Andrew  Gregg, 
Carter  B.  Harrison,  Jonathan  N.  Havens,  Joseph  Heis- 
ter,  David  Holmes,Walter  Jones,  Edward  Livingston, 
Matthew  Locke,  Matthew  Lyon,  Nathaniel  Macon, 
Blair  McClenachan,  Anthony  New,  Tompson  J.  Skin- 
ner, Richard  Stanford,  Thomas  Sumter,  Abram  Trigg, 
John  Trigg,  Philip  Van  Cortlandt,  and  Joseph  B. 
Tamum. 

Nats— John  Allen,  Bailey  Bartlett,  David  Brooks, 
Stephen  Bullock,  Christopher  G.  Champliu,  James  Coch- 
ran, Joshua  Coit,  Wm-  Craik,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  John 
Dennis,  Thomas  Evans,  Abiel  Foster,  Dwight  Foster, 
Jonathan  Freeman,  Nathaniel  Freeman,  jr.,  James  Gil- 
l«if»ie,  Henry  Glen,  Channcey  Goodrich,  Wm.  Gordon, 
Roger  Griswold,  William  Barry  Grove,  Robert  Goodloe 
Harper,  Thomas  Hartley,  Wm.  Hindman,  Hezekiah  L. 
Hosmer,  James  H.  Imlay,  Samuel  Lyman,  James  Ma^ 
ehir,  Wm.  Mathews,  John  Milledge,  Lewis  R.  Morris, 
Harrison  G.  Otis,  Josiah  Parker,  Thomas  Pinckney, 
John  Reed,  John  Rutledge,jr.,  James  Schureman,  Sam- 
uel Sewall,  William  Shepard,  Samuel  Sitgreaves,  Na- 
thaniel Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  Peleg  Sprague,  George 
Thatcher,  Richard  Thomas,  Mark  Thomson,  Thomas 
TilHn^ast,  John  E.  Van  Alen,  Peleg  Wadsworth,  and 
John  Williams. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  read  a  third 
tkne  on  Monday,  and  the  House  adjourned,  at  eight 
€^clock,  till  Monday  next. 

Monday,  April  23. 
The  Speaker  attended  to-day,  and  took  the 
Chair. 


Mr.  D.  Foster,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
reported  a  bill  respecting  Loan  Office  final  settle- 
ment certificates  and  indents  of  interest,  and  the 
unfunded  or  registered  debts  credited  on  the  books 
of  the  Treasury,  which  was  committed  for 
Wednesday. 

The  bill  providing  an  additional  armament  fbc 
the  further  protection  of  the  trade  of  the  United* 
States,  and  for  other  purposes,  passed,  forty-two 
to  twenty-six. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  establishing  an  Bx« 
ecutive  Department  to  be  denominated  the  Depart- 
ment of  the  Nayy,  was  twice  read  and  committed 
for  to-morrow. 

The  House  severally  resolved  itself  into  Com- 
mittees of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Reuben  Sniith,  and  Nathan  Strong,  and  Pierre 
Aupoix,  and  on  the  bill  fbr  the  relief  of  Obadiah^ 
Brown,  which  were  agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  be 
read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

NATIONAL  AFFAIRS. 

Mr.  Varnum  presented  two  petitions,  one  from 
the  freeholders  and  others  of  Harvard,  and  the 
othi^r  from  Lexington,  both  in  the  State  of  Massa- 
chusetts, against  the  arming  of  merchant  vessels, 
expressing  their  desires  for  a  continuance  of  peace, 
and  that  every  possible  means  may  be  taken  to 
avert  so  great  an  evil  as  war  would  be  to  this 
country. 

Mr.  iMLAT  presented  an  address  to.the  President 
and  both  Houses  of  Congress  from  Princeton, 
Kingston,  Montgomery,  and  New  Windsor,  in  the 
State  of  New  Jerseyj  approving  the  conduct  of  the 
Executive  in  our  negotiation  with  France  as  tem- 
perate and  wise,  and  stating  that  they  have  seen 
witLdisdain  the  infamous  proposals  of  the  agents 
of  France  towards  this  country  ;  that  having, 
broke  tne  yoke  of  one  tyrant*  they  wish  not  to  be 
dictated  to  by  another,  and  pjedge  their  lives,  for-, 
tunes,  and  honor,  in  support  of  the  Qov^ rnment 
of  the  United  States,  either  against  foreign  ene* 
mieSf  or  domestic  traitors;  they  deprecate  war^ 
iMit  they  believe  no  evil  can  befal  this  country  so 
great  as  that  of  becoming  dependant  on  the  wiU 
of  a  foreign  nation;  they  trust  that  the  divisions 
which  have  heretofore  appeared  in  Congress,  and 
which  have  given  ground,  in  their  opinion,  to  a 
foreign  Power  to  commit  the  injuries  upon  us 
which  they  have  dooe.  will  in  future  disappear, 
and  that  unanimity  will  prevail  for  taking  such 
measures  as  shall  secure  us  against  the  attacks  of, 
any  nation  whatever. 

This  address  and  the  foregoing  petitions  were 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union. 

STEPHEN  CANTBILL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  W.  C.  Claiborne,  the  House 
resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War  on  the  petition 
of  Stephen  Cantrill ;  and  the  report  and  papers 
accompanying  it  were  read.  The  report  was  as 
follows : 

**  The  Secretary  of  War,  to  whom  was  referred  th0  ; 
petition  of  Stephen  Cantrill, respectfully  reports:  That,' 
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the  services  for  Which  the  petitioner  prajs  compensation 
to  liimself  and  a  company  which  he  commanded,  were 
performed  in  the  month  of  September,  1794,  on  an  ex- 
pedition conducted  by  Major  James  Ore,  into  the  Lower 
Cherokee  country,  which  issued  in  the  destruction  of 
two  considerable  Indian  towns,  the  Running  Water 
and  Nickajack,  the  killing  of  a  number  of  Indians,  and 
the  taking  about  twenty  prisoners.        ' 

**  That  the  report  of  Major  Ore  to  GrOTemor  Blount, 
dated  at  Knoxnlle,  the  24th  September,  1794,  shows, 
that  this  expedition  marched  on  the  7th  of  the  same 
month,  and  was  ordered  by  General  Robertson,  of  Mero 
district. 

"  That  the  orders  of  General  Robertson  for  this  pur- 

Cwere  afterwards  communicated  by  himself  to  Gov. 
int,  in  a  letter  dated  the  8th  October,  1794,  detail- 
ing his  reasons  for  the  order. 

''That  letters  from  Governor  Blount  to  the  Secretly 
of  War,  dated  the  22d  of  September,  and  2d  of  Octo- 
ber, 1794,  as  well  as  the  copy  of  an  order,  which  he 
states  to  have  been  the  last  given  by  him  to  General 
Robertson,  previous  to  this  expedition,  evince  that  the 
Governor  did  not  sanction  the  measure. 

**  That  the  Secretary  of  War,  previous  to  Major  Ore's 
expedition,  in  a  letter  to  Governor  Blount,  dated  the 
26th  July,  1794,  strongly  discouraged  the  idea  of  de- 
stroying the  lower  towns  of  the  Cherokees,  in  the  fol- 
lowing words,  viz :  '  With  respect  to  destroying  the 
lower  towns,  however  rigorous  such  a  measure  might 
be,  or  whatever  good  consequences  might  result  fi^m 
it,  I  am  instructed  specially  by  the  President  to  say, 
that  he  does  not  conceive  himself  authorized  to  direct 
any  such*  measure,  more  especially  as  the  whole  subject 
was  before  the  last  session  of  Congress,  who  did  not 
think  proper  to  authorize  or  direct  offensive  operations.' 
And  that  as  soon  as  the  destruction  of  the  Running 
Water  and  Nickajack  was  communicated  to  him,  the 
Secretary  strongly  disavowed  any  participation  in  the 
business,  by  his  letter  to  Governor  Blount,  dated  the 
22d  of  December,  1794,  in  these  words,  viz:  '  The  de- 
struction of  the  lower  Cherokee  towns  stands  upon  its 
own  footing ;  that  it  was  not  authoriaed  is  certain.' 

**^  That  file  President  at  all  times,  as  well  before  as 
after  this  expedition,  endeavored  to  confine  the  protec- 
tion of  the  frontier  of  the  Southwestern  Territory  to 
defensive  operations,  and  to  restrain  from  those  whidi 
were  offensive. 

'*That,  on  the  whole,  it  appears,  the  services  for 
which  compensation  b  prayed  by  the  petition  of  Ste- 
phen Cantnll,  were  performed  on  an  expedition,  offen- 
sive, unauthorized,  and  in  direct  violation  of  the  orders 
fit>m  the  President  to  Governor  Blount,  by  whom  also 
they  were  not  sanctioned. 

"  The  documents  referred  to,  and  others  connected 
with  the  subject,  are  herewith  presented,  numbered 
fit>m  No.  1  to  9,  inclusive. 

**  All  which  LB  respectfrdly  submitted'to  the  House  of 
Representatives. 

"JAMES  McHENRY. 

«  WAm  Offios,  April,  1798." 

The  reading  being  finished,  Mr.  W.  C.  Clai- 
borne said,  that,  in  his  opinion,  this  claim  was 
founded  on  the  principles  of  justice ;  and  be 
trusted  every  member  who  had  attended  to  the 
reading  of  the  documents,  must  accord  with  him 
in  opinion,  that  the  Nickajack  ez[)edition,  under- 
taken by  Major  James  Ore,  m  1794,  into  the  Lower 
Cherokee  country,  was  authorized  by  General 
Robertson;  and  it  remains  now  to  be  decided. 


whether  soldiers  shall  not  be  entitled  to  pay  until 
they  have  previously  assured  themselves  of  the 
legitimate  authority  of  their  commanding  officer. 
At  the  time  when  this  expedition  was  set  on  foot, 
a  war  raged  between  the  United  States  and  the 
Cherokee  nation  of  Indians,  the  horrors  of  which 
bore  hard  upon  the  district  of  Mero;  the  very 
existence  of  the  settlement  was  threatened ;  scarce- 
ly a  day  passed  without  some  one  or  other  of  the 
inhabitants,  or  of  their  acquaintaoce,  beinff  mur- 
dered. Information  was  received  that  the  Indians 
were  embodied  in  order  to  carry  the  war  into  the 
settlement.  What  was  the  General  to  do  ?  Was 
he  to  stand  still  without^making  any  attempt  to 
avert  the  danger  ?  The  safety  of  the  people  re- 
quired hiin  to  act,  and  he  struck  the  ffrst  blow, 
which  was^a  defensive  measure,  authorized  by  the 
usage  of  all  nations.  The  citizens  on  this  expedi- 
tion obeyed  the  command  of  their  officer;  they 
did  not  think  it  necessary  to  inquire  by  what 
authority  he  acted ;  all  for  them  to  be  assured  of 
was.  that  he  was  an  officer  of  the  United  States, 
and  this  they  well  knew,  as  this  was  not  the  first 
time  they  had  served  under  him.  Without  a  dis- 
cipline of  this  kind  no  military  operation  could  be 
carried  on.  General  Robertson  acted  also  under 
the  authority  of  Governor  Blount,  who  acted  under 
the  orders  of  the  President  of  the  United  States. 
Having  then  performed  this  duty — a  duty,  too, 
which  put  an  end  to  a  war  which  miffht  have 
cost  the  United  States  a  million  of  dollars — he 
trusted  the  petitioners  would  be  compensated  for 
their  services.  The  amount,  he  believed,  would 
not  be  more  than  about  $4,0b0,  as  the  party  was 
out  only  twelve  days.  To  effect  this  purpose,  he 
proposed  the  following  resolution  for  the  adoption 
of  the  committee : 

"  Rewlved,  That  the  proper  officers  be  directed  to 
settle  the  accoonte  of  the  militia  who  served  on  the 
expedition  conimanded  by  Major  James  Ore  against 
the  Cherokee  Indians,  in  the  year  1794." 

This  resolution  was  agreed  to  without  opposi- 
tion. The  committee  rose,  and  after  some  few 
observations,  it  was  agreed  to  in  the  House,  and  a 
committee  appointed  to  report  a  bill  accordingly. 

ORGANIZING  THE  MILITIA. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  J.  Williams,  the  House 
went  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill 
for  organizing,  arming,  and  disciplining  the  militia 
of  the  United  States.  Very  soon  after  the  com- 
mittee was  formed, 

Mr.  Otis  wished  the  committee  to  rise,  in  order 
to  move,  in  the  House,  a  postponement  of  the  con- 
sideration of  thi&  bill  till  the  next  session  of  Con- 
gress. He  was  convinced  that  the  principle  in 
the  bill  which  went  to  divide  the  militia  into  a 
select  and  reserved  corps,  was  a  good  one ;  but  he 
did  not  think  this  was  a  proper  moment  to  make 
the  new  arrangement  Tne  bill  contained  a  ^p^eat 
variety  of  detail,  which  would  consume  consider- 
able time  to  discuss,  and  after  all,  he  did  not  be- 
lieve it  would  be  got  through  this  session.  It  was 
probable  that  a  provisional  army,  or  some  other 
arrangement,  would  be  necessary  for  the  present, 
in  order  to  prepare  for  any  attack  that  jmay  be 
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made  upon  us;  and  he  thought  it  would  be  very 
wroiijff  to  disorganize  the  present  system  of  militia 
at  this  time,  since  be  saw  no  good  effect  that  could 
be  immediately  produced  by  the  change. 

This  motion  was  supported  by  Messrs.  Skin- 
ner, Varnum,  and  T.  Claiborne,  and  opposed  by- 
Messrs.  Shepard,  S.  Smith,  R.  Williams,  Nicho- 
las, McDowell,  and  Macon.  It  was  necratived — 
38  to  37.  ^ 

The  consideration  of  the  bill  was  then  resumed, 
and  some  progress  made  on  it,  when  the  commit- 
tee rose,  and  the  House  adjourned. 

TuEsnAY,  April  24. 
Mr.  W.  C.  C.  Claiborne,  from  the  committee 
appointed,  reported  a  bill  directing  the  payment  of 
a  aetachment  of  militia,  for  services  performed  in 
the  year  1794,  under  Major  James  Ore,  which  was 
tffice  read  and  committed. 

PROVISIONAL  ARMY. 

A  bill  from  the  Senate,  authorizing  the  Preii- 
dent  of  the  United  States  to  raise  a  provisional 
army  of  20,000  men,  was  read  the  first  time ;  and 
upon  motion  made  to  read  it  a  second  time, 

Mr.  Nicholas  objected  to  the  second  reading  of 
the  bill,  as  he  believed  it  possessed  a  principle 
which  could  not  be  assented  to.  He  did  not  be- 
lieve it  was  necessary  to  pass  a  bill  of  this  sort 
under  anv  possible  modification.  The  highest  act 
of  Legislative  power  was,  by  it,  proposed  to  be 
transferred  to  the  Executive,  viz :  the  power  to 
raise  an  army,  which  he  was  to  exercise  at  his 
pleasure.  If  an  army  was  necessary,  the  Legisla- 
ture ought  to  raise  it ;  but  he  did  not  think  it  was 
necessary  at  present.  Indeed,  when  discussing  the 
bill  for  providing  a  naval  armament^  gentlemen 
had  said  that  members  had  been  willing  to  make 
preparations  for  defence  on  the  land,  where  there 
was  no  danger,  but  wei'e  unwilling  to  do  it  at  sea, 
where  the  greatest  might  be  expected.  He  did 
not  believe  there  could  oe  any  necessity  for  going 
into  a  measure  of  this  kind  at  the  present  session. 
In  case  of  predatory  attack,  the  militia  would  be 
equal  to  repelling  them.  Mr.  N.  said  he  lived  in 
a  part  of  the  country  perhaps  more  defenceless 
than  any  other ;  but,  so  far  as  he  or  his  constituents 
were  concerned,  he  did  not  wish  for  a  force  of  this 
kind.  He  was  willing  to  confide  for  defence  on 
the  militia  of  the  country. 

Mr.  Otis  thought  it  very  extraordinary  that 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia  should  endeavor  to 
surprise  a  part  of  this  House  into  a  decision  upon 
this  bill  in  this  stage  of  it.  He  hoped  he  would 
conient  to  its  taking  the  usual  course.  The  gen- 
tleman had  gone  into  the  merits  of  the  bill ;  he 
could  not  follow  him,  because  he  had  not  heard  it 
read;  so  far  as  he  did  hear  it,  he  was  of  opinion 
that  the  gentleman  had  anticipated  objections 
wiiich  did  not  lie  against  it.  He  seeme^d  to  sup- 
pose that  this  bill  declared  that  a  standing  army 
should  be  raised.  It  does  no  such  thin^ ;  it  only 
declares  that  if  existing  circumstances  shall  make 
it  necessary,  then  the  PresideAt  shall  raise  an 
army  not  exceeding  a  certain  number  of  men.  It 
may  happen  that  the  necessity  may  not  exist ;  but 


.the  gentleman  from  Virginia  must  be  able  to  fa- 
thom the  intentions  of  France  further  than  he 
could  pretend  to  do,  if  he  could  say  that  no  such 
necessity  would  exist.  If  what  was  said  by  the 
agents  of  that  Government  to  our  Envoys  could 
be  relied  on,  there  was  a  direct  threat  to  ravage 
our  coasts.  He  hoped,  however,  no  invasion  would 
takeplace:  but,  when  he  said  this,  he  calculated  upon 
the  French  acting  as  reasonable  beings,  but  perhaps 
he  calculated  delusively.  Indeed,  they  are  now 
threatening  the  invasion  of  a  country,  where  one 
may  suppose  they  would  have  as  little  chance  of 
succeeding  as  in  this  country ;  and  was  the  idea, 
then^  to  be  so  much  scoffed  at^  as  not  to  suffer  a 
bill,  intending  to  provide  a^nst  it,  to  be  read  a 
second  time  ?  If  tne  arms  of  our  citizens  were  to 
be  tied  up,  and  our  militia  were  many  of  them 
without  arms,  with  what  should  we  oppose  such 
an  attempt,  if  it  were  made;?  What,  said  he,  is 
to  prevent  Victor  Hugues  sending  over  two  or 
three  frigates ?  It  hadbeen  said  that  he  expected 
open  war,  and  that  he  was  ready  for  it.  In  short, 
he  thought  it  would  be  the  most  disgraceful  con- 
duct that  ever  was  attempted  in  that  House,  if  the 
bill  should  be  rejected  without  a  second  reading. 
It  would  be  in  vain  to  talk  of  unanimity,  if  a  bill 
from  the  Senate  was  to  be  treated  in  this  way.  If 
the  gentleman  persisted  in  his  motion,  he  trusted 
he  WGuald  find  himself  nearlv  alone. 

Mr.  Gallatin  wonderea  that  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  should  be  so  greatly  surprised 
at  a  motion  of  this  kind,  because  if  he  had  attend- 
ed to  the  rules  of  the  House,  he  would  have  found 
that  it  was  a  course  expressly  prescribed  by  them. 
It  had  been  acted  upon  before  durinj^  this  session. 
The  principle,  he  said,  was  well  understood. 
When  a  member  disapproves  of  the  principle  of  a 
bill  altogether,  and  does  not  wish  to  go  at  all  into 
a  discussion  of  the  detail,  he  moves  to  reject  it  be- 
fore it  goes  to  a  second  reading. 

This  bill  goes  to  authorize  the  President  to 
raise  an  army.  He  did  not  know  what  was  ineant 
by  a  provisional  army.  He  did  not  find  anything 
said  in  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
relative  to  provisional  armies,  or  of  giving  the 
President  power  to  raise  armies.  He  found  men- 
tioned there  no  other  kind  of  defence  than  an 
army  and  militia.  It  says  Congress  shall  raise 
and  support  an  army,  not  provide  for  the  raising  of 
an  army;  but  this  bill  is  to  enable  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  to  raise  an  army.  The 
Constitution  has  declared  that  theraisingofan  army 
is  placed  in  Congress,  but  this  bill  goes  to  declare 
that  this  power  shall  be  vested  by  law  in  the  Pres* 
ident.  That  is  the  principle  of  the  bill ;  and  if 
Congress  were  once  to  admit  the  principle  that 
they  have  a  right  to  vest  in  the  President  powers 
placed  in  their  hands  by  the  Constitution,  that 
instrument  would  become  a  piece  of  blank  paper. 
If  it  were  to  be  admitted  in  one  case,  it  would  be 
admitted  in  another;  and,  if  admitted  in  one  de- 
partment, it  might  be  admitted  in  another.  The 
power  to  raise  taxes,  he  said^  is  contained  in  the 
same  article  of  the  Constitution  which  says  Con-, 
gress  shall  raise  armies.  And  if  they  could  dele- 
gate the  power  of  raising  an  army^  the  Presi- 
Digitized  by  V^jOO^ 


1527 


HISTORY  OF  C0NGBE8S. 


1528 


H,opR.] 


Provisional  Army. 


[Apbil,  17Q8. 


dent,  why  not  do  the  same  with  respect  to  the 
power  0£  raising  taxes?  -  He  supposed  the  House 
would  next  hear  of  provisional  taxes,  to  be  raised 
if  the  President  shall  think  fit.  Mr.  G^  therefore, 
thought  the  principle  inadmissible.  If  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  Union  required  an  army,  let  it 
be  raised ;  if  not.  he  wished  to  give  no  power  to 
raise  it — especially,  as  the  President,  if  he  saw 
necessity,  could  call  Congress  together,  if  he 
should  find  that  the  circumstances  of  the  country 
required  it.  Mr.  G.  thought  the  House  had  al- 
ready decided  that  no  additional  army  was  necessa- 
ry at  present,  in  as^reeing  to  an  additional  regiment 
of  artillery  5  as  the  select  committee,  when  they 
brought  in  that  bill,  had  the  report  of  the  Secre- 
tary' of  War  before  them,  which  stated,  besides  the 
regiment  of  artillery,  that  other  additional  force 
would  be  necessary;  and  having  reported  no 
other,  it  was  to  be  supposed  they  thought  no  ottier 
necessary.  But,  if  if  was  thoufi^ht  the  House  had 
not  gone  far  enough,  he  was  willing  to  go  farther, 
but  not  willing  to  transfer  their  power  to  judge  of 
the  propriety  Of  raising  an  army. 

Mr.  Dana  hoped  this  bill  would  not  be  rejected 
on  its  first  reading.  It  required  no  labored  arffu- 
ments  to  prove  that  the  motion  might  be  made ;  but 
more  than  had  been  adduced  to  show  that  it  ought 
to  be  adopted.  He  thought  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  ought  not  to  have  been  surprised 
at  this  motion,  because  it  was  best  calculated  for 
exciting  alarm.  It  was  said  the  Senate  proceeded 
in  a  similar  way  on  the  bill  sent  up  from  this 
House  for  a  repeal  of  the  stamp  act  \  but  that 
question  had  already  been  agreed  upon  in  the 
Senate  on  a  distinct  proposition,  and  there  was, 
therefore  no  necessity  forgoing  again  into  it.  The 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  had  said  that  when 
the  House  agreed  upon  an  additional  regiment  of 
artillery,  they  negatively  decided  against  any 
other  standing  force.  The  ffentleman  might  put 
what  construction  he  pleased  upon  that  vote,  he 
could  assure  him  for  himself  that  he  had  no  such 
idea  when  he  voted. 

This  bill,  Mr.  D.  said,  provided  for  the  raisin|[ 
of  a  regular  force,  in  case  the  President  shajfl 
think  jhe  situation  of  the  country  requires  it.  He 
is  also  authorized  to  accept  of  the  services  of  vol- 
unteer corps.  The  bill  could  be  amended  in  any 
lijianner  which  gentlemen  thought  proper.  But 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  does  not  know 
what  a  provisional  army  means.  He  believed  this 
was  no  new  principle.  He  believed  it  was  acted 
upon  when  the  three  additional  regiments  were 
raised  to  the  then  existing  corps.  It  was  in  prin- 
ciple the  same  as  when  an  army  is  directed  to  be 
raised,  but  where  the  President  has  power  given 
him  to  suspend  the  raising  of  it,  if  he  shall  see  it 
necessary. 

Mr.  Sewall  said  that,  though  the  present  mo- 
tion be  not  irregular  in  point  of  form,  yet  it  is  a 
manner  of  proceeding  very  obiectionable  at  this 
time.  His  colleague  had  complained  of  this  mo- 
tion being  a  surprise  upon  the  House.  He  had 
good  reason  so  to  consider  it.  And  the  House  will 
etmsider  whether  it  is  expedient,  without  entering 
into  a  consideration  of  the  bill,  without  seeing 


whether  any  alteration  coyld  be  made  in  it,  so  as 
to  render  it  more  agreeable  to  gentlemaa,  thus  to 
attempt  to  destroy  the  bill.  What  was  the  motive 
of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  in  making  the 
motion  might  easily  be  discovered.  He  had  ob- 
tained leave  of  absence,  which  might  have  a  tend- 
encv  to  hurrv  him  in  his  political  course.  He 
wisned  to  be  heard  on  this  subject,  but  this  hurry 
of  his  to  return  home  ouffht  not  to  hurry  the 
House  in  its  proceedings.  Those  gentlemen  who 
had  determined  to  take  this  course  had  the  adr 
vantage  of  others  who  were  unprepared  for  such 
a  motion.  • 

This  bill  was  said  to  be  unconstitutional ;  bat 
it  was  observable  that  gentlemen  did  not  them- 
selves rely  upon  this  objection,  or  they  would  not 
have  had  recourse  to  others  of  little  consequence. 
Mr.  S.  denied  that  the  House  had  already  decided 
that  no  farther  army  was  necessary.  When  the 
Committee  for  the  Protection  of  Commerce  and 
the  Defence  of  the  Country  had  the  additional 
regiment  of  artillery  under  consideration,  they  had 
not  before  them  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
War,  which  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
had  mentioned ;  that  measure  was  grounded  upon 
a  resolution  long  since  referred  to  them.  What, 
he  asked,  was  the  amount  of  the  objections  to  this 
bill  ?  Will  it  be  said  that  the  House  cannot  au- 
thorize the  President  to  begin  to  raise  an  army 
two  months  from  this  time  7  If  so,  may  they  not 
say  he  may  do  it  upon  certain  contingencies?  But 
if  gentlemen  relied  upon  this  objection,  they  might 
say  that  an  army  should  be  raised,  but  not  until 
a  certain  time,  or  until  a  certain  contingency  shall 
have  taken  place. 

With  respect  to  the  expedienc]^  of  the  measure, 
there  was  a  great  variety  of  opinion.  Some  gen- 
tlemen think  the  danger  of  our  situation  greater 
than  others  5  some  think  it  is  not  only  probable 
that  predatory  attacks  will  be  made,  but  that  part 
of  our  territory  may  be  taken  possession  of.  If 
we  were  to  discover  the  fleets  of  France  approach- 
ing with  an  intention  of  landing  men  on  our 
shores^  or  to  hear  of  a  landing  fiom  the  Missis- 
sippi, m  the  State  of  Tennessee,  would  it  not  be 
desirable  that  the  President  snould  have  the 
power  to  take  advantage  of  voluntary  enlistments, 
and  to  raise  an  army  of  20,000  men?  He  believed 
it  would.  The  expense  would  not  be  gone  into 
except  it  be  necessary,  and  he  saw  no  danger  that 
could  arise  from  placing  this  power  in  the  hands 
of  the  President.  For  though  militiamen  might 
be  depended  upon  to  repel  any  sudden  attack,  their 
continuance  in  the  field  could  not  be  relied  upon. 
If  the  militia  was  wholly  under  the  authority  of 
the  United  States,  and  under  the  command  of 
officers  appointed  by  them,  they  misht  be  more 
relied  upon ;  but  as  they  are  under  the  authority 
of  the  several  States,  and  commanded  by  officers 
in  some  cases  appointed  by  the  States,  and  in 
others  by  themselves^  and  in  many  parts  without 
arms,  he  did  not  think  they  ought  entirely  to  be 
relied  upon.  Or  will  gentlemen  say^  that  the 
people  in  the  Southern  States,  in  case  of  attack, 
are  to  rely  upon  the  militia  of  the  Eastern  States 
to  mardU  for  their  relief?   Sorely  it  would  be 
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much  better  to  enlist  men  from  among  them- 
selyes,  where  danger  threatens  the  most,  to  form 
an  army  to  repel  anjr  such  attack. 

Mr.  D.  said,  if  this  army  was  proposed  -to  be 
raised  immeaiately.  it  would  be  objected  against 
it,  that  no  one  could  say  it  would  certainly  be 
wanted;  and  now  it  is  proposed 'to  be  raised,  in 
case  there  should  be  a  necessity  for  it,  it  is  called 
an  extraordinary  measure.'  Thus,  it  was  true, 
mitlemen  would  prevent  effectual  means  of  de- 
lence  being  gone  into;  but,  as  he  conceived, 
though  there  is  now  no  immediate  occasion  for 
these  troops,  there  might  be  in  the  recess  of  Con- 
gresSj  he  wished  to  give  the  President  the  power 
to  raise  them,  if  he  should  see  occasion. 

Mr.  Harper  believed,  notwithstanding  what 
had  been  advanced  by  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania. (Mr.  GALLATm,)  that  this  was  a  very 
unprecedeilted  measure;  because  however  pre- 
pared the  House  may  be  on  some  occasions,  at 
the  first  blush  of  business,  to  decide  upon  the  ab- 
stract prmciple,  yet  it  was  perfectly  novel  in  their 
proceedings  to  reject  a  bill  on  its  first  reading, 
which  contains  such  a  variety  of  propositions, 
and  which  are  capable  of  such  a  variety  of  modi- 
fications as  the  present.  It  was  also  as  little  con- 
sonant with  the  present  situation  of  the  country 
as  it  was  with  their  usual  modes  of  proceeding. 
The  allusion  to  the  decision  on  the  bill  for  repeal- 
ing the  stamp  act  (as  had  been  shown)  was  no 
way  applicable.  He  could  see  no  other  view  in 
a  proposition  of  this  kind  but  a  determination  to 
resist  every  measure  for  the  defence  of  the  coun- 
try. If  the  intention  had  not  been  to  destroy  the 
bill,  it  would  have  been  sufiered  to  have  taken  its 
usual  course,  and  attempts  would  have  been  made 
to  amend  it.  If  a  provisional  army  was  not  liked, 
gentlemen  might  have  had  the  army  immediately 
raised ;  or,  if  20,000  men  were  too  many,  fewer 
might  have  been  proposed.  If  gentlemen  did  not 
think  the  army  immediately  necessary,  and  did 
not  choose  to  leave  it  with  the  President  to  judge 
of  that  necessity,  they  might  make  it  to  depend 
upon  a  declaration  of  war  by  France,  on  an  in- 
Tasion,  or  in  case  Victor  Hugues  were  to  bring 
his  black  troops,  or  send  his  threatened  frigates 
against  us,  or  if  an  insurrection  should  be  excited 
by  our  enemy,  then  the  President  should  be  em- 
powered to  raise  an  army. 

Bat  gentlemen  say  this  bill  ought  to  be  re- 
jected, because  it  is  unconstitutional.  Could  gen- 
tiemen  be  serious  in  making  this  objection  ?  Were 
troops  ever  raised  in  a  different  manner  ?  And  if 
they  had  the  power  to  authorize  the  President  to 
raise  troops  immediately,  they  could  certainly  do 
it  under  such  contingencies  as  they  thought 
proper.  Did  not  Congress  entrust  the  President 
with  the  discretionary  power  of  borrowing  money, 
of,  in  some  cases,  fixing  salaries,  &c.,  which  pow- 
ers were  equally  vested  in  them  with  the  power 
of  raising  armies ;  and  this  must  be  the  case,  ex- 
cept ffentlemen  insist  that  Cons^ress  should  itself 
do  aU  the  acts  committed  to  it ;  and  if  so,  they 
must  always  be  in  session. 

But  the  gentleman  from  Ptonsylvania  says, 
that  if  this  power  be  delegated  to  the  President, 


Congress  may  as  well  entrust  the  President  with 
the  power  of  raising  provisional  taxes.  He  had 
no  hesitation  in  saying,  that  he  believed  this  might 
be  done ;  that  the  House  might  determine  upon  a 
tax,  and  authorize  the  collecting  of  it,  only  in 
case  the  President  should  find  it  necessary,  or  ih 
case  a  certain  event  should  take  take  place. 

With  respect,  then,  to  the  expediency  of  the 
measure — he  did  not  speak  of  the  expediency  of 
raising  20,000  men,  because  any  other  number 
midit  be  determined  upon — but  as  to  the  thing  it- 
self. What  is  the  internal  and  iBXternal  state  of 
this  country  ?  Do  we  not  know  that  the  enemy  has 
in  view  a  plan  upon  which  they  place  great  reli- 
ance— of  fining  over  to  their  cause  a  certain  class 
of  men,  who  abound  in  the  Southern  parts  of  this 
country,  and  by  whose  means  they  intend  to  sub- 
jugate or  destroy  the  country  ?  We  do  know  this — 
gentlemen  from  the  Southern  States  know  it; 
yet  they  say  it  is  impossible  to  raise  any  regular 
force  to  repel  the  enemy.  He  could  not  believe, 
that  when  we  had  to  meet  an  enemy,  who  has 
always  fought  by  means  of  domestic  insurrection, 
who  is  liow  subverting  the  most  ancient  Grovem- 
ments  in  the  world  by  these  means,  it  would  be 
consistent  with  anv  maxim  of  common  sense  to 
be  unprepared  for  the  worst. 

Gentlemen  rely  upon  the  militia  j  but  do  they 
not  see  the  diflSculty  there  is  attending;  the  adop- 
tion of  any  regular  plan  for  training  the  militia? 
That  great  opposition  is  given  to  the  bill  for 
newly  organizing  that  force,  and  that,  according 
to  the  present  organization,  it  would  be  a  work  <^ 
time  and  difficulty  to  draw  an  effectual  force  to 
the  quarter  where  an  attack  might  be  made ;  be- 
sides, that  there  is  a  great  want  of  arms  in  the 
militia.  He  would  not  speak  of  the  other  enemy 
which  we  had  within  our  own  bosom,  and  upon 
which,  he  supposed,  the  French  greatly  relied, 
because  he  did  not  believe  that  enemy  existed  to 
any  extent.  As  to  the  intentions  of  some  gentle- 
men, he  was  not  bound  to  pronounce  his  opinion 
upon  them ;  he  was  not  obliged  to  say  that  he  be- 
lieved that  there  are  individuals  in  this  country 
who  would  be  glad  to  see  a  French  force  in  it; 
or  that  there  are  those  who  carry  on  a  corres- 
pondence with  a  foreign  country,  or  that  the 
measures  pursued  abroad  inimical  to  the  interests 
of  this  country,  are  not  concerted  at  home.  He 
would  not  say  that  he  had  such  a  belief;  but  he 
would  not  say  he  bad  not.  As  to  there  being  any 
number  of  this  description  of  persons,  who  could 
be  relied  upon  by  a  foreign  nation,  he  repelled 
the  idea  with  disdain.  He  knew  the  American 
people,  and  he  knew  them  better  than  to  believe 
any  such  thing.  He  knew  that  they  loved  their 
country ;  that  they  would  sometimes  dispute  on 
political  subjects,  but  when  the  finger  of  violence 
w^  pointed  at  them,  they  would  feel  the  family 
spirit  and  repel  all  attacks  with  one  heart.  As  to 
the  few  persons  which  there  might  be  bf  a  con- 
trary spirit,  he  did  not  believe  any  provision  was 
necessary  as  to  them ;  he  believed  the  courts  of 
justice  would  take  care  of  these  persons.  Whilit 
they  remain  behind  their  battenesL  they  do  little 
harm ;  and,  if  they  come  forward,  the  remedy 
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would  be  found  io  the  existing  laws.  But  the 
other  foe,  formidable  by  its  numbers,  in  a  part  of 
the  country  where  the  population  is  thin ;  in  a 
climate  favotable  to  the  nealth  of  these  people, 
and  unfavorable  to  the  health  of  the  persons  of  a 
different  description  ;  formidable,  because  of  the 
contingency  to  the  quarter  from  whence  an  at- 
tack may  be  expected,  he  wished  for  an  effectual 
force  to  strike  that  toe  whenever  or  wherever  it 
mayshow  its  head. 

What,  said  he,  is  our  external  situation  ?  Do  we 
not  see  the  nation  with  whom  we  are  at  variance, 
find  quarrels  with  every  country  who  is  not  strong 
enough  to  resist  her?  Does  she  not  injure  us  on 
every  side?  Do  we  not  hear  of  depredatory 
threats,  and  the  mischiefs  she  has  the  power  of 
doing  us,  urged  as  reasons  why  we  should  submit 
to  her  ?  And  yet,  after  being  told  of  these  designs, 
shall  we  sit  with  our  arms  folded,  and  make  no 
defence  ?  For  the  measures  already  taken  will 
be  nothing  without  this.  Fortifications  would  be 
nothing  except  supported  by  a  sufficient  number  of 
infantry  and  cavalry. 

What,  he  asked,  is  the  situation  of  the  West 
Indies  ?  Were  they  not  told  that  Victor  Hugues, 
with  5,000  of  his  best  troops,  is  ready  to  make  a 
blow  upon  the  Southern  country,  whenever  the 
word  or  command  shall  be  given  ?  They  knew 
that  these  troops  existed ;  they  had  been  seen,  and 
the  desperate  character  of  their  leader  was  also 
known.  Yet,  with  this  enemy  upon  our  threshold, 
within  four  or  five  davs  sail  of  us,  we  still  fold  our 
arms,  and  say  we  will  make  no  defence. 

Wiien  he  reflected  upon  these  things,  he  could 
not  help  deploring  that  fatal  blindness,  that  stubborn 
spirit  of  opposition,  in  certain  gentlemen,  which 
could  hide  from  their  view  the  danger  of  our  pre- 
sent situation ;  that,  at  a  period  when  the  veil  is 
rendinff  from  before  the  eyes  of  the  community ; 
when  tnose  who  have  been  the  most  blind  out-of- 
doors  begin  to  see,  that  those  gentlemen  in  this 
House,  who,  from  their  ancient  birth  and  fortunes, 
might  be  supposed  to  possess  the  true  American 
spirit,  should  still  persist  in  their  blind,  their  de- 
structive course,  was  greatly  to  be  lamented.  And 
though  he  could  not  doubt  the  fate  of  this  bill,  yet 
that  there  should  be  a  few  men  found  supporting 
measures  which  tend  directly  to  the  destruction 
of  the  country,  he  could  not  help  lamenting. 

Mr.  Baluwiiv  did  not  agree  with  the  gentleman 
who  had  just  sat  down,  that  the  present  motion 
was  either  unprecedented  or  improper.  When  it 
is  proposed  to  make  a  law  on  any  subject,  it  pre- 
sents Itself  to  discussion  on  two  grounds,  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  law  and  the  details.  The  proper 
stages  to  debate  the  general  principle  on  which  the 
law  is  to  be  founded,  by  the  rules  of  this  House, 
are,  when  it  is  proposed  to  introduce  the  h^,  and 
at  the  third  reading,  when  it  is  considered  as  fin- 
ished, and  on  its  passafi;e ;  the  intermediate  stages 
of  the  discussion  are  all  supposed  to  be  employed 
to  settle  and  adjust  the  detail.    He  had  often  re- 

§  retted  that  members,  having  been  accustomed  to 
ifferent  modes  of  proceeding  in  their  State  Le- 
gislatures, were  so  apt  to  disturb  and  keep  unset- 
Ued  their  modes  of  proceeding  in  this  House.  He 


knew  it  was  sometimes  a  practice,  after  a  bill  had 
been  read  the  second  time,  and  was  referred  to  be 
shaped  and  formed  by  free  discussion  in  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  a  member  would  rise  to  amend 
the  bill  by  striking  out  the  first  section,  declaring, 
at  the  same  time,  that  he  made  the  motion  for  the 
purpose  of  destroying  the  bill — a  mere  law  fiction, 
under  color  of  detail  and  amendment,  to  contest 
the  original  principle  and  destroy  the  bill.  With- 
out doubt  the  commencement  of  the  business  is 
the  regular  sta^e  to  contest  the  principle.  If  it 
originates  in  this  House,  it  is  on  a  motion  in  Cooi- 
mittee  of  the  Whole,  expressing  in  general  terms 
the  expediency  that  such  a  law  should  be  provid- 
ed ;  if  it  comes  from  the  Senate,  the  same  ques- 
tion presents  itself  after  the  first  reading,  in  the 
words  of  the  present  motion,  which  are  the  very 
words  prescril)ed  by  the  stated  rule  of  the  House. 
If  on  tnis  question  the  majority  of  the  House  ap- 
pear in  favor  of  the  principle  of  the  bill,  it  goes 
on  through  the  stages  of  its  detail  and  formation, 
and  at  the  third  reading  the  general  question  oc- 
curs again.  Shall  the  principle,  detaileid  as  it  now 
appears,  pass  into  a  law  ?  He  was  sure  no  mem- 
ber could  object  to  the  fairness  and  propriety  of 
the  present  motion. 

As  to  the  principle  of  the  bill,  he  must  say,  it 
did  not  meet  his  approbation.  If  the  House  is 
convinced  it  is  necessary  to  raise  an  Army  of 
twenty  thousand  men,  as  the  bill  now  propose^^ 
they  ought  to  say  so  at  once,  and  let  it  be  done ;  it 
they  are  not  convinced  that  it  is  necessary,  the  law 
ought  not  to  pass,  the  Army  ought  not  to  be  raised 
tillthey  are  convinced  it  is  necessary.  The  Con- 
stitution made  the  Legislature  the  sole  judge  on 
this  subject.  The  present  bill  says  it  is  not  ne- 
cessary to  raise  this  Army  now,  but  perhaps  it  may 
be  before  Congress  meets  again,  it  therefore  pro- 
poses to  transfer  the  right  of  judging  on  this  sub- 
ject to  the  Executive ;  he  thought  it  a  very  impro- 
per transfer  of  Legislative  power.  It  has  been 
said  that  all  our  troops  are  raised  thus  provision- 
ally. If  attention  is  paid  to  those  laws,  it  will  be 
seen  that  they  did  not  pass  till  the  Legislature  was 
convinced  that  circumstances  then  reauired  the 
troops  to  be  raised ;  a  clause  is  added,  tnat  if  cir- 
cumstances should  alter  so  as  to  make  the  troops 
unnecessary,  the  President  might  forbear  to  rais& 
or  discharge  them  ;  it  gives  him  power  to  disband 
the  Army,  but  not  to  raise  one.  • 

The  gentleman  last  up,  supposes  that  the  oppo- 
sition to  the  principle  ot  thb  bill  arises  altogether 
from  a  disjprmsed  intention  of  leaving  the  country 
entirely  without  defence,  and  making  no  provision 
on  the  subject.  He  would  assure  tne  ^ntleman 
that  he  had  no  intention  in  the  case  which  he  was 
not  ready  to  declare.    The  circumstances  of  the 

Eart  of  tne  Country  where  he  lived,  would  make 
im  as  solicitous  as  any  man  could  be,  to  concert 
the  best  measures  for  tne  most  prompt  and  ade- 
quate protection.  The  nature  of  things  did  not 
admit,  neither  did  experience  justify  the  expecta- 
tion, of  much  relief  or  protection  in  time  of  danger 
from  the  slow  and  distant  levies  of  regular  troops. 
He  thought  it  a  plan  by  no  means  b^t  suited  to 
the  exigencies  or  the  present  Summer.    So  far  as 
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he  could  judge  himself,  and  so  far  as  he  was  aided 
by  the  opinions  of  those  among  whom  he  lived, 
prompt  provision  for  obtaining  the  assistance  of 
the  troops  of  the  State,  and  of  the  adioinine 
States,  would  be  to  them  the  most  grateful  and 
the  most  sure  reliance.  The  President  is  empow- 
ered by  law  to  call  out  at  any  time,  those  of  the 
militia  who  now  hold  themselves  in  readiness^  and 
he  had  strong  hopes  that  some  eflfeclual  militia 
system,  which  would  add  stiy  greater  protection, 
would  be  passed  this  present  session ;  it  he  should 
be  disappointed  in  tnis,  he  should  then  be  not 
merely  for  giving  power  to  the  President,  but  for 
passing  a  law  actually  to  raise  without  delay  some 
additional  regiments  for  the  most  exposed  parts  of 
the  country.  His  respect  for  the  members  of  the 
House,  and  for  the  people  who  sent  them  here,  for- 
bade him  to  entertain  for  a  moment  any  doubt  that 
they  were  not  all  for  taking  the  most  effectual 
measures  for  general  protection.  There  could  be 
but  one  intention  on  that  subject  He  trusted  they 
should  this  session  make  efi(ectual  arrane^ements 
in  the  militia  law  before  the  House,  which  is  the 
only  prompt  and  adequate  defence  of  all  parts  of 
the  country  ;  if  that  failed,  they  must  then  resort 
to  other  measures. 

It  is  said  now,  and  it  has  been  said  before,  that 
some  members  have  got  so  much  into  the  habit  of 
making  opposition  to  everything  that  is  proposed, 
that  they  seem  to  do  it  blindly,  or  perhaps  from 
an  obstinacy  of  character,  much  to  the  injury  of 
their  country  -,  it  did  not  appear  to  him  a  very 
wise  or  proper  observation.  The  supposition  it- 
self is  very  improbable,  that  if  any  individual 
could  be  so  lost  to  his  own  interest,  all  the  society 
where  he  lives  should  also  be  lost  to  their  interest, 
or  should  not  know  what  he  is  about  He  could 
never  take  any  part  of  such  observations  to  him- 
self;  no  friend  had  ever  pointed  out  to  him  any 
particular  vote  or  act  of  his  which  he  had  occa- 
sion to  regret,  as  having  opposed  a.  law  which 
would  have  been  for  the  happiness  of  the  country : 
his  recollection,  and  the  review  of  his  conduct, 
always  presenteid  to  him  a  very  different  course  of 
reflection,  for  having  erred  on  the  other  extreme, 
as  being  too  easy,  and  having  given  way  too  much 
to  importunities  for  frigates,  mints,  and  military 
expeditions,  which  had  commonly  had  his  votes, 
and  which  he  sometimes  supposed  had  unneces- 
sarily burdened  and  brougnt  expense  upon  the 
country. 

Mr.  B.  said,  he  was  slad  to  hear  the  gentleman 
last  up,  and  others,  declare  that  they  had  no  doubt 
of  the  general  good  intentions  ana  patriotism  of 
the  House,  and  of  all  parts  of  the  country,  espe- 
cially when  he  recollected  how  many  times  the 
contrary  declaration  had  been  made :  these  ^ood 
dispositions  ought  to  be  mutual;  it  is  infinitely 
important  to  the  country  to  cultivate  them.  He 
was  sorry  to  see  the  gentleman  was  disposed  to 
make  exceptions ;  if  he  had  any  fact,  or  any  found- 
ation, to  entertain  any  apprehension  that  there 
were  individuals  in  this  country  who  were  acting 
an  unfaithful  or  traitorous  part,  he  trusted  that 
that  gentleman,  or  any  other,  would  feel  it  to  be 
his  duty,  without  delay,  to  make  the  proper  use  of 


it,  and  not  suffer  the  people  of  this  extensive 
country,  who  possess  as  social  principles  towards 
each  other,  ana  as  strong  attachment  to  their  Gov- 
ernment as  ever  existed  in  a  people,  to  be  tor- 
mented with  apprehensions  respecting  their  public 
servants,  who  are  so  distant  from  them  that  they 
have  rarely  opportunity  of  personal  knowledge  of 
thein ;  apprehensions  so  totallv  inconsistent  with 
the  necessary  confidence  in  tnose  who  are  cou- 
ductinff  their  Government — the  very  foundation  qf 
rationd  subjection  to  the  laws — and  so  destructive 
of  public  happiness.  He  had  seen  with  inexpres- 
sible regret  tnis  disposition  in  some  individuals 
manifest  itself  on  many  occasions ;  he  was  sorry 
to  see  them  undertake  to  carry  measures  which 
could  not  be  supported  by  other  arguments ;  he 
considered  it  as  arising  from  an  excess  of  cruelty, 
or  from  the  most  deadly  aims.  He  concludea 
with  assurances  of  a  disposition  to  join  in  all 
measures  to  afford  the  most  effectual  protection. 

Mr.  RuTLEDGE  said,  as  the  principal  objection 
against  this  bill  seemed  to  arise  from  an  idea  that 
the  militia  would  be  found  sufficient  for  every 
purpose  of  defence  for  this  country,  he  thought 
gentlemen  had  better  concur  in  letting  the  bill  go 
to  a  second  reading  and  be  committed,  and  before 
it  again  came  under  consideration,  the  militia  biU 
womd  probably  have  been  determined  upon.  He 
was  pleased  to  hear  gentlemen  say  that  the  coun- 
try must  be  defended,  and  if  an  effective  militia 
could  not  be  had,  it  must  be  done  by  a  force  of 
this  kind.  For  his  own  part,  from  the  proceed- 
ings already  had  upon  the  militia  bill,  he  nad  not 
much  to  hope  of  its  passinc^ ;  and  if  not,  gentle- 
men would  certainly  see  the  necessity  of  some 
additional  standing  force.  Mr.  R.  could  not  con- 
ceive what  objections  could  have  been  induced  by 
the  gentlemen  from  Pennsylvania  (as  he  was  not 
in  the  House  when  he  spoke)  on  a  Constitutional 
ground.  Mr.  R.  adduced,  as  in  point,  the  law  en- 
abling the  President  to  call  out  troops  in  conse- 
quence of  the  Western  insurrection,  and  that  mak- 
ing provision  for  the  effectual  protection  of  the 
frontiers  of  the  United  States.  Mr.  R.  then  men- 
tioned his  expectation  of  despatches  being  re- 
ceived from  our  Ministers  in  Paris  in  the  course 
of  twelve  hours  (a  particular  mention  of  which 
has  already  been  made^  which  mi^ht  convince  all 
of  the  propriety  of  soing  into  this  measure;  fbr 
he  believed  it  was  the  wish  of  all  to  defend  the 
country  with  vigor  and  effect,  and  that  they  only 
differed  as  to  the  me.ms  of  doing  it. 

Mr.  Craik  said,  the  gentleman  from  Georgia 
(Mr.  Baldwin)  had  spoken  of  the  sincerity  of  his 
professions  of  zeal  and  of  good  will ;  but  he  hoped 
the  people  of  this  country  would  not  consider 
mere  professions  on  this  occasion,  except  accom- 
panied by  acts.  If  that  gentleman  had  tne  faculty 
of  making  up  an  opinion  at  once  upon  a  subject, 
he  ought  to  ^ive  others,  who  have  not  that  faculty, 
time  to  consider.  Certain  gentlemen  met  every 
proposition  for  defence,  whether  by  land  or  by 
sea,  by  saying  they  are  desirous  of  goin^  into  mea- 
sures of  defence ;  out  when  the  protection  of  com- 
merce is  the  object,  then  they  are  desirous. of  con- 
fining their  views  to  the  land ;  and  now,  when 
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the  protection  on  shore  is  the  object^  they  tell  the 
committee  there  is  no  fear  of  invasion.  For  his 
ewn  part,  as,  at  first  view,  this  measure  appeared 
to  be  calculated  to  afford  a  more  effectual  defence 
to  the  country  than  any  other  which  had  been 
offered,  he  wished  for  time  to  examine  the  detaib 
of  the  bill. 

But  this  bill  was  said  to  be  unconstitutional. 
The  gentleman  from  Georgia  endeavored  to  dis- 
tinguish between  this  law  and  that  of  1795,  as 
this  gave  the  President  the  power  to  raise  the 
troops  or  not,  and  that  the  other  directed  that  a 
certain  number  of  troops  should  be  rabed,  except 
he  should  think  it  necessary  to  forbear  raising 
them.  For  himself,  he  saw  no  difference  between 
the  two.  He  believed  that  this  was  the  first  time 
that  the  propriety  of  granting  the  power  had  ever 
been  questioned.  Mr.  C.  quoted  the  following 
instances  to  show  that  a  similar  power  had  been 

f  ranted  heretofore,  viz :  the  law  authorizing  the 
'resident,  if  he  shall  judge  it  expedient,  to  alter 
the  usual  place  of  meeting  of  Congress ;  the  law 
authorizing  the  President,  if  he  shall  judse  it 
expedient,  \o  build  and  equip  certain  vess^s  as 
galleys ;  and  the  law  for  regulating  and  revoking 
embargoes. 

Mr.  McDowell  was  in  favor  of  the  motion  for 
rejecting  the  bill,  as  it  contained  two  principles 
Which  he  thought  inadmissible;  the  first,  because 
it  delegated  Legislative  powers  to  the  President ; 
the  other,  as  it  respects  volunteer  corps.  The 
first,  he  Delieved,  would  be  unconstitutional,  and 
the  last  would  so  to  the  destruction  of  the  militia 
of  the  United  States.  If  our  situation  be  such 
as  it  had  been  figured  to  the  committee  bv  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  they  ougnt  to 
turn  their  attention  to  it,  and  create  an  arm)r  them- 
selves, and  not  direct  the  President  to  do  it  if  he 
shall  judge  proper.  But  if  there  be  no  real  ap- 
pearance of  danger,  but  it  is  merely  conjectural, 
then  it  is  not  necessary  to  act.  Gentlemen  have 
talked  of  members  folding  their  arms  and  doinff 
nothing  for  the  defence  of  the  United  States.  It 
must  be  recollected  that  we  have  gone  considera- 
ble lengths  in  measures  of  defence.  We  have 
voted  large  sums  for  the  frigates,  for  fortifications, 
for  an  additional  regiment  of  artillery,  and  put  in 
requisition  80,000  militia.  If  gentlemen  can  show 
that  these  measures,  with  our  former  establishment, 
are  not  sufficient  for  our  present  situation,  he  was 
ready  to  go  further,  but  he  was  not  willing  to 
delegate  any  power  lodged  with  that  House  to 
anotner  branch  of  the  Government. 

It  was  well  known,  Mr.  McD.  said,  that  it  had 
been  the  wish  of  the  late  President,  that  it  was  also 
the  wish  of  the  present  President,  of  the  Heads  of 
Departments,  and  many  members  of  Congress,  to 
increase  our  Military  Establishment,  and  to  fix  a 
islanding  army  in  this  country.  It  has  heretofore, 
however,  been  opposed  witn  success,  except  in 
time  of  war.  If  we  were  to  be  involved  in  war, 
an  army  must  be  resorted  to  in  aid  of  the  militia ; 
but,  in  the  first  instance,  the  militia  might  be  de- 
pended upon  as  a  sure  and  safe  defence  of  this 
country.  He  was  sure  they  would  be  equal  to  any 
invasion,  and  if  we  were  to  engage  in  a  lengthy 


and  formidable  war,  we  must  provide   accord- 
ingly. 

Tne  gentlemen  from  South  Carolina  and  Mas- 
sachusetts had  expressed  much  concern  for  the 
safety  of  the  Soutnem  States,  and  said  it  was  ne- 
cessary for  their  protection  that  this  standing  force 
should  be  raised.  Though  one  part  of  that  coun- 
try is  expressed,  there  is  a  formidable  force  in  the 
Southern  States;  a  force  which  had  protected 
them  heretofore,  asd  he  doubted  not  would  do  it 
again,  if  there  wa*s  a  necessity  for  it  j  and  as  they 
had  faced  the  most  formidable  part  of  the  Britisn 
army  and  beat  them,  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  might  feel  himself  perfectly  easy  on  ac- 
count of  any  attack  from  Victor  Hugues  and  five 
thousand  of  his  black  troops. 

It  had  been  stated  that  there  are  no  arms,  or 
very  few,  in  the  Southern  States.  He  believed, 
if  the  fact  could  be  ascertained,  there  would  be 
found  as  great  a  portion  of  arms  in  the  Southern 
as  in  the  Eastern  States.  He  believed  Virginia 
alone  had  as  many  arms  as  any  other  three  States. 
North  Carolina  had  also  a  very  considerable  num- 
ber, and  South  Carolina  had  several  depots  of 
arms,  and  one,  he  believed,  in  the  very  district 
which  the  gentleman  (Mr.  Harper)  himself  rep- 
resented, though  he  had  stated  there  were  not 
twelve  muskets  in  it.  He  hoped,  therefore,  for 
these  reasons,  the  bill  would  not  pass. 

Mr.S.  Smith  hoped  this  motion  would  be  with- 
drawn. At  a  time  like  the  present,  when  the  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States  are  looking  up  to  Con- 
gress in  expectation  of  their  taking  effectual  mea- 
sures of  defence  against  what  they  think  not  only 
a  possible,  but  probable  event,  he  wished  nothing  • 
to  apoear  like  indifference  to  that  object  He 
agreed  with  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina 
(Mr.  Harper)  that,  if  gentlemen  did  not  like  the 
bill,  it  might  be  amended ;  but  to  reject  it  alto- 
gether would  have  too  much  the  appearance  of 
indifference  to  the  defence  of  the  country.  He 
did  not  know  that  this  would  be  the  best  and  most 
effectual  mode  of  defence ;  he  thought  a  better  mi^ht 
be  established,  but  he  had  not  made  up  his  mind 
upon  it.  He  would,  however,  throw  out  an  idea 
or  two  for  the  consideration  of  the  committee. 
Last  session,  eighty  thousand  men  were  ordered 
to  be  held  in  requisition.  He  thought,  if  the  Pre- 
sident was  to  draw  out  twenty  thousand  of  these 
for  three  months,  and  when  their  time  expired,  to 
draw  out  twenty  thousand  more,  and  so  on,  till 
the  whole  had  been  out,  it  might  afford  a  sufficient 
protection,  and  more  speedily  than  any  other,  and 
It  would  have  the  good  effect  of  making  eighty 
thousand  soldiers.  In  addition  to  this,  there  mi^ht 
be  a  provision  authorizing  the  President  to  receive 
volunteer  corps  of  cavalry  from  the  Souibem 
States^  to  be  commanded  by  their  own  officers,  to 
serve  m  a  manner  as  shall  be  directed  by  law,  the 
equipments  for  which  to  be  furnished  by  the  tJni- 
ted  states,  which  would  be  more  effectual  than  a 
general  law  to  raise  three  or  four  thousand  ca- 
valry. 

In  addition  to  the  remark  of  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Sewall)  that  it  would 
be  attended  with  great  inconvenience  for  men  to 
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travel  from  the  Ektstem  to  the  Southern  States, 
for  the  purpose  of  protecting  them,  he  would  say, 
that  in  the  late  war,  Southern  men  were  seen  to 
the  Elastward,  but  never  Eastern  men  to  the 
Southward.  He  believed  the  Southern  States 
had  more  effective  militia,  according  to  their  Rep- 
resentatives on  that  floor,  than  the  Eastern  States 
had ;  aj^d  though  they  had  not  all  arms  in  their 
hands,  the  States  haa  arms  sufficient  in  their  ar- 
aenals.  In  the  Western  insurrection,  they  armed 
their  own  men.  In  the  State  which  ne  represent- 
^,  though  their  men  were  not  all  armed,  they  had 
ten  thousand  excellent  stands  of  arms  belonging 
to  the  State.  Mr.  S.  said,  he  had  merely  thrown 
out  these  ideas  to  induce  members  to  withdraw 
their  opposition  to  the  second  reading  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Macon  said^  that  some  of  the  arguments 
used  on  this  occasion  were  of  an  extraordinary 
nature.  The  motion  was  first  said  to  be  contrary 
to  rule,  and  then  unprecedented.  It  must  certain- 
ly be  allowed  to  be  as  proper  to  debate  a  bill  on  its 
first  reading,  as  to  reifuse  to  refer  a  resolution. 
The  fact  was,  that  motions  of  this  kind. were  lAie 
every  session.  It  was  said  to  be  a  surprise  upon 
eentlemen ;  this  could  not  be  the  case,  if  they  had 
done  their  duty,  as  it  had  lain  on  their  desks  for 
some  time.  One  reason,  with  him,  for  wishing 
the  bill  to  be  rejected  in  this  stage  was,  that  he 
was  desirous  of  bringing  the  session  to  a  close.  It 
was  wonderful  that  gentlemen  should  persist  in 
bringing  standing  troops  into  the  Southern  States 
against  their  will.  If  members  from  that  quarter 
were  of  opinion  that  their  militia  was  sufficient 
defence,  why  will  gentlemen  be  so  over  civil  as  to 
force  troops  upon  them?  It  was  a  little  extraor- 
dinary that  gentlemen  most  in  favor  of  this  bill 
are  the  most  opposed  to  the  plan  for  newly  organ- 
izing the  militia.  fMr.  Dana  doubted  the  fact.1 
It  was  said  that,  because  gentlemen  are  opposed 
to  this  bill,  they  are  opposed  to  all  measures  of 
defence.  The  fact  was  otherwise;  they  wished 
<lnly  to  avoid  unnecessary  expense.  If  they  were 
to  brinff  forward  a  proposition  for  raising  one 
hundred  thousand  or  two  hundred  thousand  men, 
and  it  was  opposed,  they  might  say  the  same  thin^. 
He  supposed  every  man  wished  to  defend  his 
country.  He  had  only  heard  one  reason  in  favor 
of  committing  the  bill,  and  that  was,  that  it  was 
probable  we  might  shortly  hear  from  our  Commis- 
sioners. If  there  was  any  certainty  in  that,  it 
might  be  ground  for  delaying  a  decision. 

Mr.  J.  Williams  was  sorry  that  so  much  time 
had  been  spent  on  this  question.  He  never  found 
that  going  out  of  the  ordinary  way  of  doing  busi- 
ness saved  time.  He  had  hoped  that,  after  the 
observations  of  the  gentleman  from  Maryland 
fMr.  Smith)  the  motion  would  have  been  with- 
drawn. The  gentleman  from  North  Carolina 
wished  to  bring  the  session  to  a  close;  but  he 
most  allow  that  it  would  be  necessary  to  give  the 
President  power  to  repel  any  attack  "vriiich  may 
be  made  upon  the  country  during  the  recess  of 
Congress.  He  was  as  much  opposed  to  a  stand- 
ing army  as  any  man ;  but  if  gentlemen  will  not 
give  us  ajptfectual  militia  system,  what  are  we 
10  do  9  He  wished,  instead  or  consuming  the  day 
5th  Con.— 49 


with  this  matter,  the  militia  bill  had  been  gone 
into,  and  a  decision  come  to  on  that  subject.  He 
hoped  the  motion  would  be  withdrawn  ;  for,  said 
he,  what  are  we,  in  this  discussion,  tilling  the 
world  ?  Why,  that  one  branch  of  the  Legisla- 
ture has  sent  us  a  bill  to  provide  a  public  army, 
which  we  wish  immediately  to  throw  out.  Thia 
would  exhibit  but  a  poor  specimen  of  unanimity, 
and  of  determination  to  defend  our  country. 

Mr.  D.  Foster  called  for  the  yeas  and  naya^ 
which  were  agreed  to  be  taken. 

Mr.  Gallatin  could  not  conceive  why  itshoidd 
be  insinuated  that  there  was  anything  unfair  in 
making  opposition  to  this  bill  on  its  first  reading; 
for,  if  gentlemen  were  not  ready  to  vote  against 
the  bill,  they  would,  of  course,  vote  for  commit- 
ting it,  so  that  the  opposition,  would  have  less 
chance  of  succeeding  now  tlian  in  the  future 
stages  of  the  bill.  In  the  meanwhile,  he  wished 
to  take  every  opportunity  of  endeavoring  to  de* 
stroy  the  bill.  It  a  majority  could  be  got  against 
it  on  the  first  reading,  so  much  the  tetter,  as  it 
would  prevent  a  loss  of  time  in  future  discussion. 
He  was  not,  however,  afraid  of  discussion ;  he  be- 
lieved, the  more  it  was  discussed,  the  more  iht 
committee  would  be  convinced  of  the  impropri^ 
ety  of  passing  this  bilL  He  did  not  believe,  as 
had  been  supposed,  that  it  was  capable  of  amende 
ment  in  any  of  its  essential  parts.  It  had  been 
said,  that  a  contingency  might  be  mentioned  ;  or 
a  time  fixed^  at  the  ^piration  of  which,  the  army 
might  be  raised.  Such  a  bill  would,  however,  ba 
altogether  different,  as  this  bill  vested  the  power 
of  judging  of  the  proper  time  with  the  President^ 
nor  could  he  see  how  it  was  susceptible  of  the 
amendments  suggested  by  the  gentleman  from 
Maryland.  If  he  thought  it  was,  he  would  cer- 
tainly agree  to  its  being  committed,  as  he  perfect- 
ly concurred  in  the  plan  he  mentioned;  but  such 
a  system  would  be  so  different  from  the  present^ 
that  it  would  be  a  much  shorter  and  better  course 
to  reject  this  bill,  and  orii^inate  a  new  one. 

He  believed  the  principle  of  the  bill  to  be  im^ 
proper  (as  he  before  stated)  because  it  vested  Le^ 
gislative  power  in  the  President  of  the  United 
States ;  and  it  was  very  extraordinary  that  gen- 
tlemen who  have  undertaken  to  answer  this  ob- 
jection, have  neither  shown  the  propriety  nor  the 
constitutionality  of  doing  it,  but  referred  to  laws 
heretofore  passed  as  precedents.  If  these  prece- 
dents deserved  all  the  weight  they  wished  to  g^ive 
them,  they  would  only  show  the  aanger  of  setting 
bad  precedents;  for^  after  vesting  the  power  where 
no  danger  could  arise  from  it,  they  are  referred  to 
for  the  purpose  of  vesting  it  in  a  case  of  the  greatest 
magnitude.  Out  of  all  the  instances  quoted,  the 
only  case  which  came  near  to  the  present  bill,  was 
the  clause  of  the  law  of  1792  and  1794,  which,  after 
having  declared  an  army  shall  be  raised,  declares 
that  it  shall  be  lawful  to  forbear  to  raise  any  part 
of  the  troops,  or  to  discharge  them  after  they  were 
raised,  if  he  shall  think  proper.  The  power  of 
discretion  he  did  not  like;  but  the  clause  giving 
the  Presidebit  the  power  to  forbear  to  raise,  ht 
thought  an  improper  clause,  and  when  this  was 
shown,  it  proved  that  they  had  heretofore  done 
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wroDg,  and  that  they  ought  to  be  more  careful  in 
Auure. 

If  the  principle  upon  which  this  bill  is  bounded, 
were  to  be  established,  our  Constitution  would  be- 
Qpme  a  mere  blank ;  it  would  be  to  transform  our 
QoYernment  into  a  Monarchy,  or,  if  genillemen 
like  the  ez^ession  better,  into  a  despotic  Gov- 
ernment. For  if  Congress  can  transfer  power 
to  the  President  to  raise  20,000  men,  thev  can 

fand,  according  to  the  doctrine  of  the  gentleman 
rom'South  Carolina,  Mr.  Harper,  it  would  not  be 
liftproper  to  do  it,  rest  the  power  in  him  of  ratsiDg 
taxes — and  these  powers,  connected  with  the  doc- 
tnne  which  denies  to  Congress  the  power  of  with- 
holding appropriations,  would  not  leaye  a  solitary 
ppwar  in  Congress  worth  possessing,  and  the 
Gavernment  would  be  totally  transformed. 

But  supiK>sing,  said  Mr.  G.,  that  the  House  has 
Ike  discretion  to  transfer  its  own  powers  to  the 
Piiesident  of  the  United  States,  he  asked  whether, 
lA  so  important  an  instance  as  this,  especially  when 
ihey  saw  that  every  power  of  this  sort,  however 
thfungj  was  adduced  in  support  of  the  propriety  of 
doing  It,  and  when  thev  are  told  the  power  of 
vgising  taxes  might  also  oe  transferred,  to  transfer 
•  power  so  likely  to  be  abused  as  that  of  raising 
an  army — a  power  which  is  immediately  con- 
nected with  raising  money;  for  having  once 
given  the  power  to  raise  the  men,  they  would  be 
(old  ever  afterwards  they  are  bound  to  support 
Ihem.  So  that  in  giving  this  power,  they  would 
Aot  only  authorize  an  expense  of  about  seven 
iniilions-  of  dollars  a  year,  but  lay  themselves 
under  an  obligation  (according  to  tne  opinion  of 
maiiy  members  at  least)  to  continue  them  until 
tbe  President  shall  think  proper. 

He  thouffht  a  bill  of  this  kind  was  sufficient  to 
^rm  the  Rouse,  and  that  it  ought  to  be  opposed 
in  every  stage,  notwithstanding  what  was  said 
about  the  danger  of  the  country:  indeed  that 
danger  was  what  strengthened  his  opposition  to 
the  Dill ;  for,  if  our  danger  be  as  it  is  represented, 
likely  to  come  from  Victor  Hugues  and  his  troops, 
from  an  insurrection  of  the  n^oes,  from  disaffected 
persons,  from  our  enemy  being  at  the  door,  it  is 
tlie  duty  of  Congress  to  raise  an  army  themselves, 
and  not  to  firive  the  President  the  power  of  doing 
it:  but  if  it  is  not  believed  that  this  representation 
01  danger  rests  upon  any  specific  jB^round,  but  that  it 
is  inerely  imaginary,  then  there  is  no  necessity  for 
fiving  the  President  the  power,  as  he  can  call  Uon- 
greas  together  whenever  he  thinks  proper. 

If  the  danger  of  invasion  was  great,  he  should 
not  hesitate  to  raise  an  army,  without  waiting 
until  the  event  took  place.  He  thought,  there- 
fore, the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  was  not 
right  to  say  that  the  opposition  to  this  bill  arose 
from  a  determined  opposition  to  everything  like 
defensive  measures.  Mr.  G.  said  it  was  true  he 
did  not  apprehend  all  the  dan^rers  which  that 
gentleman  had  spoken  of;  hut,  if  they  really  did 
exist,  he  had  a  much  greater  reliance  upon  the 
militia  of  the  country  for  defence  than  that  gen- 
tleman seemed  to  have.  He  knew  that  thougn  in 
flome  States  they  were  not  either  well  disciplined 
or  well  armed,  yet  they  were  organiztK),  and  had 


their  officers,  and  the  States  being  in  possestioo 
of  arms,  they  would  be  a  much  more  efiectual 
defence,  and  sooner  brought  together  than  any 
other  force.  He  did  not  believe  that  giving  th« 
President  the  power  to  raise  30,000  men,  would 
be  so  effectual  as  the  calling  out  of  30,000  militia, 
as  the  one  could  be  raised  immediately,  and  the 
raising  of  the  other  would  be  doubtfuL  Besides, 
in  proportion  as  the  danger  exists,  it  would  be 
better  to  call  upon  the  people  themselves  to  de- 
fend their  country,  than  upon  hired  troops.  If 
any  danger  was  to  be  apprehended  from  tne  ne- 
groes, they  would  be  best  suppressed  by  the  peo- 
ple in  the  States  where  they  are.  A  militia  it 
everywhere;  whereas  a  standing  army  may  be 
very  distant  from  any  attack  which  may  take 
place.  A  standing  army  in  Virginia,  for  instance, 
would  do  little  ff<^  against  insttivents  in  Sooth 
Carolina;  and  if  an  insurrection  of  that  kind  ww 
not  immediately  suppressed  by  the  people,  the 
mischief  would  be  incalculable. 

Mr.  G.  concluded  by  saying  he  should  not  be 
dArred  from  doing  what  he  thought  right  by 
being  told  by  the  gentleman  iiom  South  Carolina 
(Mr.  Harpbr)  that  he  was  fatally  blind,  or  that 
he  had  a  veil  before  his  eyes.  He  did  not  chooae 
to  be  enlightened  by  that  {^ntleman,  though  he 
wished  to  hear  every  question  discussed ;  Nit  so 
far  as  relates  to  political  conduct,  the  more  ex- 
perience he  had,  and  the  events  unfolded  them*- 
selves,  the  more  he  had  to  be  satisfied  with  his 
own  conduct,  and  to  be  convinced  that  the  doc- 
trines of  that  gentleman  would  prove  most  fatal 
to  this  country.  It  was  not  likely,  therefore,  that 
they  should  meet  on  the  same  gitnind ;  for  whilst 
he  ^Mr.  G.)  thought  well  of  his  own  sentiments, 
he  aoubted  not  that  gentleman  thought  as  well  of 
his^  which  would  of  course  keep  them  from 
uniting. 

Mr.  PifiCHOLAs  hoped,  after  so  many  occasioni 
had  been  given  to  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  (Mr.  Harper)  of  imputing  the  worst 
of  motives  to  gentlemen,  that  he  would  have 
been  satisfied  without  again  repeating  his  chargesi 
when  he  saw  with  what  contempt  all  such  abuse 
was  treated.  As  to  the  attack  or  to-day,  said  Mc 
N.,  in  which  he  has  made  comparisons  betweea 
himself  and  me,  if  he  thought  such  comparisons 
of  service  to  him.  he  might  continue  to  make 
them.  Mr.  N.  said  he  might,  if  he  chose,  in  his 
turn,  go  into  an  inquiry  as  to  the  motives  which 
actuated  that  gentleman,  and  ask  whether  he  does- 
not,  at  least,  promise  himself  as  much  advanta^ 
from  his  pohtical  conduct,  as  he  (Mr.  N.)  is  m 
expectation  of?  For  his  part,  he  would  assure 
the  gentleman  he  wanted  nothing  from  the  Gov- 
ernment. He  would  not,  therefore,  envy  that 
gentleman  whatever  he  might  get  from  that 
quarter. 

The  opposition  to  this  bill,  it  was  said,  must 
destroy  an  effectual  defence  to  the  country.  Mr. 
N.  was  sure  he'  stated  the  question  fairly  when 
he  made  his  motion,  and  no  such  design  could  be 
imputed  to  him.  As  to  the  time  bein^  proper  for 
discussing  the  principle,  he  thought  j||the  most 
proper,  as  the  discussion  of  such  a  quStioa  in  .a 
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Committee  of  the  Wbole  was,  as  had  been  stated 
by  the  gentleman  from  Georgia,  a  very  awkward 
way  of  doing  it;  and  the  sooner  an  attack  of  this 
sort  was  b^nn,  the  better  opportunity  it  gave 
{rendemen  of  brinc^ing  their  utmost  force  against 
It;  because  if  menders  were  not  prepared  to  vote 
for  the  rejection,  the  discussion  must  again  arise. 

It  had  been  said,  that  power  had  heretofore  been 
ffiren  to  the  President  to  disband  an  army,  when 
he  saw  no  longer  occasion  for  it,  which  was  the 
aame  as  ntisiag  it.  -  He  saw  the  thing  in  a  very 
different  light.  He  was  not  afhud  of  an  army 
being  disbanded  too  soon;  but  he  objected  to  the 
|nrinciple  of  having  or  not  having  an  army,  accord- 
ing to  the  will  of  the  Prwideat. 

Mr  N.  took  notice  of  the  precedents  which  had 
been  adduced  in  support  of  this  transfer  of  power 
to  the  Executive ;  some  of  which  he  acknowledged 
were  in  point,  but  of  trifling  consequence,  when 
compared  with  the  power  now  proposed  to  be  vest- 
ed in  the  President.  Besides,  he  was  not  for  be- 
ing bound  by  precedent;  if  that  were  to  be  the 
ease,  frequent  eltetions  of  members  could  be  of  no 
use.  And  he  could  see  no  reason  for  vesting  this 
power  in  the  President  to  raise  an  army,  unless 
gentkmen  are  ready  for  the  measure,  and  wish 
to  throw  a  business  upon  the  President  which 
ther  do  not  like  to  undertake  themselves. 

But  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  says 
diis  force  is  necessary  for  the  Southern  country. 
He  did  not  believe  the  gentlemen  from  that  coun- 
try tronid  ask  for  it;  nor  did  he  think  it  was  pay- 
ing much  respect  to  their  country  to  suppose  that 
four  States,  whom  he  supposed  could  turn  out 
150,000  men,  would  want  the  assistance  of  30,000 
standing  troops  to  repel  Victor  Hugues  with  his 
5,000  men.  He  believed  they  would  neither  want 
this  fbree,  nor  any  of  the  militia  from  the  Elastern 
States. 

Mr.  N.  assured  the  jrentleman  from  Massaohu- 
attts  he  was  not  burned  in  his  political  conduct 
because  he  was  ffoing  home.  Ue  had  received 
information  wiiion  required  his  presence  at  home^ 
but  he  ^ould  not  agree  to  the  bill  being  commit- 
ted from  the  apprehensions  which  had  been  named, 
as  he  believed  nothing  but  a  declaration  of  war, 
or  an  actual  invasion,  would  warrant  the  raising 
of  this  force ;  for,  though  an  enemy  might  not  be 

r rented  from  landing,  the  militia  would  sdways 
equal  to  meeting  of  them  when  they  were 
leaded.  As,  however,  it  had  been  suggested  that 
despatches  might  shortly  be  expected  from  our 
Ministers,  he  mid  no  objections  to  the  bill  being 
eommitted,  that  gentlemen  might  be  satbfied  as 
to  their  contents  before  they  voted  on  it. 

Mr.  RuTLEOOE  thought  it  necessary,  as  the  gen- 
tiaman  from  Virginia  had  withdrawn  his  opposi- 
tion to  the  commitment  of  the  bill  from  what  had 
fallen  from  him  with  respect  to  the  probability  of 
despatches  being  shortly  received  from  our  Minis- 
ters, to  state  upon  what  ffround  he  had  said  this. 
[Mr.  R.  then  mentioned  the  arrival  of  the  Pomona 
ait  Baltimore.] 

Mr.  McDowsLL  did  not  think  the  information 
fpna  by  ihe  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  (Mr. 
lUrrLiDOB)  ought  to  pot  off  the  decision  of  the 


question  which  had  been  under  consideration; 
because,  whether  the  despatches  were  favorable 
or  unfavorable,  he  should  still  be  against  the  bill. 
If  favorable,  he  should  think  there  was  no  imme- 
diate necessity  for  an  army ;  and  if  unfavorable, 
he  should  be  for  raising  it  immediately.  He  hoped, 
therefore,  the  question  would  be  taken. 

Mr.  Lyon  moved  an  adjournmen^,  as  it  would 
be  probably  ascertained,  he  said,  by  the  time  at 
which  the  House  met  to-morrow,  whether  Govern- 
ment had  really  received  despatches  by  the  arrival 
referred  to,  and  what  were  their  tendency.  The 
motion  was  carried,  and  the  House  adjourned^ 


WEONEsnAT,  April  25. 
Mr.  Otis,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  consideration  of  the  propriety  of 
amending  the  law  with  respect  to  insolvent  debt- 
ors, made  a  report  on  the  subject,  with  a  bill,  sup- 
plementary to  the  present  law,  which,  it  was  stated, 
included  provisions  for  the  different  petitioners 
who  had  applied  to  the  House,  except .  for  James 
Greenleaf,  to  whom  it  was  recommended  leave 
should  be  given  to  withdraw  his  petition.  The  bdl 
was  twice  read,  and  committed  tor  to-morrow. 

PROVISIONAL  ARMY. 

The  Speaker  having  declared  the  question  on 
the  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the  raising  of  a  pro»- 
visional  army,  viz :  "  Shall  this  bill  be  rejected,"  te 
be  first  in  order  before  the  House. 

Mr.  McDowell  said,  upon  further  considera- 
tion, and  conceiving  that  gentlemen  might  wish 
to  see  the  contents  of  the  despatches  of  our  Minis- 
ters^ which  had  been  mentit>ned,  before  they  gave 
their  vote  on  this  occasion,  he  should  witnmw 
his  opposition  to  the  second  reading  of  the  bill. 

The  bill  was  then,  read  a  second  time ;  and  a 
motion  beinc  made  to  commit  it  to  the  Committee 
of  the  Whore  on  the  stale  of  the  Union, 

Mr.  Lton  called  for  the  veas  and  nays;  but  only 
himself  and  another  member  rising  in  support  d[ 
the  motion,  it  was  not  carried. 

The  bill  was  then  referred. 

MILITARY  APPROPRIATIONS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Harper,  the  House  again 
went  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill 
making  appropriations  for  the  Military  Establish- 
ment tor  the  year  1798 ;  when  a  supplementarjr 
report  of  the  SecreUry  of  War  was  read,  in  which 
was  the  following  estimate  of  the  probable  expen-' 
ditures  in  the  Ctuartermaster's  department  for  the 
year  1798: 
Deputy,  assistsfits,  and  clerks,  in  the  Qoarter- 

master's  deptrtment  .  -  ,     #4,500 

Boatmen      -  -  -  -  -     ia,000 

Pack-hoTse  men        ....       5,000 
Wagoners    .  -  •  -  -       7,000 

Laborers      -  .  -  -  .       8,000 

Armorsrs     -  -  -  -  -       0,000 

Artificers     ,  -  -  -  .     14,000 

Fay  and  subststence  of  the  dpteiu  and  crew  of 

the  stoop  Detroit 


Ocesflbstt  repaim  fi»  the  sio^toettoit 
8oheoMr»  biuUhic  at  Detrait^^ 


4,0f^ 
1,000 
OyOOi 
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Packet  boat,  building  at  Detroit         -            -  S,000 
Pay  and  subsistence  for  the  captain  and  crew 

of  the  new  schooner  for  s'x  montba             -  8,500 
Pay  and  subsistence  of  the  captain  and  crew  of 

the  packet  boat  for  six  months  -  •  1,200 
Four  galleys,  building  at  (ittsburg  -  -  16,000 
Pay  and  subsistence  for  the  crews  of  four  gal- 
leys, 60  nvsn  each — 240  men,  at dol- 
lars per  month  -  -  •-  -  28,000 
Picketing  in  ship-yard,  erecting  whar(  repair- 
ing be^cks,  &c.,  at  Pittsburg  -  -  6,000 
Hire  of  expresses  -  -  .-  -  6,000 
Bar  iron  and  nail-rods  -  -  -  4,600 
Stationery  -  -  -  -  -  2,000 
Kentucky  boats  ...  -  1,000 
Keel  boats  .....  1,500 
Fuel  ....  -  8,000 
Forage  .....  20,000 
Occasional  purchase  of  oxen  and  draught-horses  3, 000 
Horses  for  express  service  -  .  -  2,000 
Occasional  purchase  of  pack  horses  -  •  6,500 
Hire  of  private  boats,  on  freight  -  -  5,000 
Bags,  lash-rope,  pads  saddles,  6cc.  -  -  600 
Oc^sional  purchase  of  carpenters'  tools,  smiths' 

tools,  Ac              -            -            -            -  400 

Retained  subsistenoe  -            -            -            -  1,500 

Saddles,  bridles,  gears,  Ac.  -            -            -  1,000 

Tents,  camp  kettles,  entrenching  tools,  Ac   -  6,000 
Repairs  to  fortifications  and  barracks  at  Mich- 

Uimackifiac           ....  5,000 

Repairs  to  fortifications  and  barracks  at  Detroit  6, 600 

Erecting  new  barracks  at  Presqisle   -            -  8,000 
To  strengthen  and  repair  the  fortifications  at 

Chickasaw  Blu&  and  Walnut  Hills           •  12,000 
For  erecting  a  fort  near  the  Western  national 
boundary,  including  barracks,   magaxines, 

casemates,  dec      -            -            -            -  20,000 

Erecting  new  barracks  at  Wayne      -            -  2,000 


Total 


To  this  estimate  was  added  another,  for  arti 
cles  wanted  by  the  troops  and  garrisons  on 
the  frontier  of  Georgia,  transportation,  dec  - 
Do.  for  the  same  on  the  frontier  of  Tennessee 
Do.  for  transportation  of  ordnance.  Military 
and  Quartermaster's  stores,  medicines,  dec, 
to  Pittsburg,  and  other  places 


-  #207,200 


29,400 
29,400 


-     63,762 


Aggregate 


.  #367,762 


Mr.  HiRPER  moved  to  fill  the  blank  for  the 
duartermaster's  department  with  $200,000. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  said^in  the  estimate  for  the  duar 
termaster's  department,  he  found  some  pretty  large 
items  for  a  schooner.  fi[alleys.  &c.,  building  at  Pitts- 
burg and  Detroit.  He  knew  of  no  law  for  these. 
He  wished  to  know  by  what  authority  they  were 
built. 

Mr.  Harper  said,  the  sums  which  the  gentle- 
man alluded  to,  were  not  included  in  the  calcula- 
tion which  he  had  made.  He  did  not  found  it  on 
the  estimate  which  was  last  received,  but  upon  the 
original  estimate.  He  did  not  know  of  any  law 
for  erecting  the  schooner  and  galleys  on  the  Ohio 
and  Mississippi.  He  supposed  tht  Secretary  of 
War  or  duarterraaster  General  had  ordered  them, 
for  sufficient  reason,  ^k  he  was  *not  acquainted 
with  that  teason.    He^eant  to  fill  the  Uank  with 


$200,000,  which  was  acoordiuff  to  the  former  esti- 
mate. If  this  should  not  be  found  sufficient,  the 
deficiency  could  hereafter  be  made  good. 

Mr.  Gallatik  said,  it  was  proposed,  when  this 
bill  was  formerly  before  the  committee,  to  fill  the 
blank  with  ^0,000,  to  which  be  obiected,  and 
called  for  certain  estimates  from  the  War  Depart- 
ment. In  consequence  of  this  call,  a  supplement- 
ary report  had  been  received,  in  which,  amonest 
otner  extraordinary  charges,  were  estimates  for 
building  a  sloop  of  war,  four  galleysj^recting  forti- 
fications, dec ;  all  which  were  expenses  unconnect- 
ed with  the  duartermaster's  departmoit,  which, 
instead  of  $200,000,  amounts,  m  the  whol^  to 
$357,762.  If  the  estimate  was  to  be  regarded  at 
all,  therefore,  the  whole  sum  ou«ht  to  be  appropri- 
ated ;  if  not,  he  could  not  see  why  $200,000  should 
be  ag^'eed  to,  as  an  appropriation  of  that  sum  would 
be  supposed  to  authorize  the  whole  expense.  Mr. 
G.  said  two-thirds  of  the  $207,000  estimated  above 
would  be  expended  in  his  district,  and  of  couree 
be  very  grateful  to  his  constituents;  but  he  thouffht 
it  extravagant,  and  therefore  should  cmpose  it  He 
wished  a  number  of  the  items  included  under  the 
head  of  the  duartermaster's  department  to  be  ap- 
propriated for  under  distinct  heads.  He  could  not 
say  that  he  was  at  present  prepared  to  make  the 
discrimination  which  he  intended,  and  wtMild 
therefore  move  that  the  committee  rise,  and  against 
to-morrow  he  would  make  the  necessary  calculation. 

Mr.  Harper  said,  if  the  committee  thought  it 
necessary  to  have  this  detail,  they  would  rise;  for 
his  own  part,  he /lid  not  see  any  necessity  for  it, 
as  it  could  only  tend  to  embarrass  the  service 
which  had  already  experienced  considerable  diffir 
culty,  from  making  the  appropriations  too  partic- 
ular. He  was  himself  not  a  little  surprised  to  find 
articles  in  the  last  estimate  of  the  Secretary  of 
War  which  had  not  been  authorized  by  law ;  and 
he  should  have  no  objection  to  any  course  beins 
taken  to  check  the  expenditures  under  this  heao, 
that  would  not  embarrass  the  business  of  the  de- 
partment He  was  willing  to  restrict  the  apjiro- 
priation  to  such  heads  as  the  House  should  think 
proper,  or  to  take  any  other  way  of  restriciinff  the 
expenditure.  He  had  no  idea  of  appropriatiiw  large 
sums,  to  be  expended  as  the  Secretary  of  War 
or  the  duartermaster  General  pleased.  $34,000 
were  charged  for  the  transportation  of  ordnanee 
and  stores,  which  were  sent  to  Pittsbure  by  order 
of  the  Commanding  General.  He  wished  some  bet- 
ter information  on  this  head,  and  also  as  to  soim 
other  items.  But  as  the  average  of  the  expendi- 
ture in  this  department  for  the  fast  five  years  waa 
$250,000,  he  thought  $200,000  would  not  be  too 
much  for  the  present  year. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  said,  he  was  at  a  loss  how  to  vote 
on  this  subject.  The  estimate  before  the  commit- 
tee was  an  extraordinary  one.  It  appears,  that 
under  the  head  of  duarter master's  department, 
vessels  of  war  and  galleys  have  been  built.  He 
wished  to  vote  for  f^00,000 ;  but,  if  this  sum  waa 
voted,  the  House  had  no  security  for  its  expendi- 
ture being  confined  to  the  QAiarterroaster's  depart- 
ment ;  it  miffht  be  employed  in  equipping  yeeaels 
of  war.    Ui3e8s  Congress  canget  the  Seecetarf 
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of  War  10  uoderstand  what  they  mean  by  appro- 
priatioQS)  if,  instead  of  confining  the  expenditure 
of  money  to  the  purposes  for  which  it  is  appropri- 
ated, he  employ  it  in  bc^diog  ships  of  war  and 
fortifications ;  they  may  vote  ^00,060,  and  still  be 
called  upon  to  supply  deficiencies. 
The  committee  rose,  and  had  leave  to  sit  again. 

DEPARTMBNT  OP  THE  NAVY. 

Mr.  Harper  called  for  the  order  of  the  day  on 
the  bill  for  establishing  an  Executive  department, 
to  be  denominated  "ne  Departinent  of  the  Navy, 
The  House  accordingly  went  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  this  bill  and  rose  without  making 
any  amendment  in  the  bill;  but,  upon  the  question, 
in  the  House,  of  its  passing  to  a  third  reading, 

Mr.  Gallatin  said,  he  had  not  pro|H>sed  any 
amendment  to  this  bill  in  the  Committee  of  the 
Wholej  because,  what  he  had  to  say  upon  it,  would 
ffo  against  the  principle  of  the  bill.  He  did  not 
tnink  it  necessary  to  establish  a  Navy  Department. 
He  did  not  suppose  our  Army  and  Navy  were  at 
present  so  large  as  to  require  two  separate  depart- 
ments. If  the  business  was  so  much  increased  as 
that  the  persons  at  present  employed  could  not  do  it, 
they  might  be  increased.  Nor  did  he  believe,  with 
some  gentlemen,  that  such  an  institution  would  pro- 
duce economy ;  on  the  contrary,  he  always  found 
diat  the  increase  of  oflScers  was  the  increase  of  ex- 
pense. Some  time  ago,  it  was  said  that  great  eco- 
nomy would  arisQ  from  appointing  a  Purveyor  of 
Supplies;  but  he  had  seen,  from  the  time  of  this 
establishment,  a  great  and  constant  increase  of  ex- 
pense in  everything  which  relates  to  supplies.  Not 
seeing  the  necessity  of  it,  therefore,  he  should  vote 
against  it,  except  good  reason  should  be  given  for 
it ;  for  he  believed,  the  moment  a  department  of 
this  kind  was  established,  the  head  of  it  would 
wish  to  make  it  of  as  great  im^rtance  as  possible, 
by  endeavors  to  extend  the  object  of  his  superin- 
tendence. He  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  upon 
the  question,  which  were  agreed  to  be  taken. 

Mr.  J.  Williams  did  not  feel  disposed  to  vote 
for  this  bill.  It  appeared ''to  him  that  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  with  oflicers  under  him,  would  be 
fumcient  for  the  management  of  our  naval  con- 
cerns also.  It  was  some  time  after  the  Constitu- 
tion was  framed,  before  the  War  Department  was 
established.  Whenever  an  office  was  established, 
something  was  always  found  for  it  to  do.  Soon 
aAer  the  War  Department  was  established,  we 
liad  an  Indian  war ;  and  after  that  Indian  war 
ceased,  another  establishment  was  made  under  the 
name  of  the  Accountant's  Office.  If  the  business 
was  increased,  new  clerks  might  be  employed,  but 
he  should  be  against  any  new  department.  If  we 
were  engaged  in  hostilities,  and  our  naval  power 
of  course  increased,  such  an  establishment  mi^ht 
be  necessary ;  but  at  present  he  did  not  think  it 
necessary,  nor  did  he  think  our  revenue  equal  to 
the  support  of  a  Navy  which  should  require  such 
an  establishment  to  take  care  of  it.  If  this  office 
was  to  superintend  the  construction  of  vessels, 
persons  acquainted  wtth  this  business  misht  be 
employed  under  the  Secretary  of  War.  The  pre- 
sent expense  of  the  War  Department  was  (^18^250 


a  year ;  and  though  there  would  not  be  much  to 
do  in  this  new  office,  he  supposed  the  expense 
would  not  be  much  le^^s ;  and,  besides,  Congress 
would  be  importuned,  from  session  to  session,  to 
increase  our  naval  foree.  Mr.  W.  said  he  was 
desirous  of  making  every  defence  for  our  country, 
yet  he  wished  t«  keep  down  our  expenses  as  much 
as  possible.  If  circumstances  called  for  goine  fur- 
ther into  the  business  of  the  Navy,  he  should  not 
object  to  it. 

Mr.  Be  WALL  said,  when  the  House  was  consid- 
ering any  subject  relative  to  the  increase  of  the 
Navy,  complaints  were  made  of  the  enormous 
expenses  and  of  the  little  responsibility  which 
attends  the  business ;  and  when  it  has  been  said 
that  the  greatness  of  the  expense  might  have 
arisen  from  a  want  of  knowledge  in  the  persons 
who  had  the  care  of  the  business,  it  was  said  that 
defect  ought  to  be  remedied.  This  department  is 
intended  to  do  that,  and,  by  the  expense  of  a  few 
hundred  dollars,  he  had  no  doubt  thousands  would 
be  saved.  When  talking  about  vessels,  it  was 
complained  that  too  great  an  expense  was  incur- 
red on  this  object ;  now  it  is  said  there  is  no  object 
for  the  proposed  officer  to  attend  to.  But  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York  (Mr.  Williams)  was 
afraid,  if  this  office  was  established,  it  would  be 
the  means  of  increasing  the  Navy.  This  certainly 
could  not  be  done,  contrary  to  the  will  of  Congress, 

He  thought  there  were  obvious  reasons  for  the 
establishment  of  this  department.  It  was  well 
known  that  an  officer  might  be  well  acquainted 
with  the  business  of  the  army,  without  knowing 
anything  about  a  navy ;  and  a  man  employed  at 
the  head  of  such  a  department  ought  to  have 
some  knowledge  of  the  business  committed  to  his 
care.  Mr.  S.  said^  however  well  the  present  Sec- 
retary of  War  might  be  acquainted  with  armjr 
concerns,  he  believed  he  was  not  conversant  witn 
naval  matters.  In  consequence  of  this,  he  had  a 
number  of  agents  employed  under  him.  Indeed, 
the  War  Departmant  bad  so  much  business  on  its 
hands,  as  not  to  be  able  to  pay  a  sufficient  atten- 
tion to  our  Naval  Establishment.  He  therefore 
believed  it  was  oecessarv  to  make  this  new  estab- ' 
lishment,  especially  as  the  Navy  Department  was 
likely  to  be  considerably  augmented. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  believed,  after  all  the  strug^es 
which  had  been  made  qn  this  subject,  it  would  at 
length  be  found  necessary  for  the  United  States 
seriouslv  to  turn  their  attention  to  the  establish- 
ment or  an  efficient  naval  force ;  and  the  sooner 
fentlemen  could  bring  their  minds  to  thi&  the 
etter  it  would  be  for  the  general  good.  If  this 
proposition  had  been  brought  forward  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  session,  he  should  have  thought 
it  unnecessary ;  but,  from  the  increase  which  had 
been  made  during  this  session,  he  thought  the  es- 
tablishment proper.  $950,000  had  been  appropri- 
ated for  providing  twelve  vessels;  a  number  of 
galleys  were  also  contemplated.  A  ship  of  war  or 
schooner,  it  appears,  has  neen  built  on  the  Lakes, 
and  some  galleys  on  the  rivers.  These,  with  the 
frifi^tes  and  cutters,  form  an  establishment  which 
will  require  a  naval  man  to  superintend  it  An 
expenditure  of  two  millions  of  dollais^e  supposed, 
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would  be  authorized  this  session ;  and  a  man  know- 
ing something  of  naval  architecture  will  be  able 
to  save  more  m  the  course  of  this  year  to  the  Uni- 
ted States  than  will  pav  ten  years  of  the  expenses 
of  this  office.  A  mercnant  going  into  the  build- 
ing of  vessels  without  a  knowledge  of  the  busi- 
ness will  find  the  truth  of  this  fact.  The  great 
expenditure  attending  the  buildin^of  the  frigates, 
he  supposed,  had  been  chiefly  owmg  to  the  want 
of  sacn  an  establishment  as  the  present.  The 
gentleman  from  New  York  had  stated  the  expense 
of  the  War  Department  at  $18,250 ;  but  one  half  of 
that  expense  was  incurred  in  the  office  of  the  Ac- 
countant of  the  War  Department ;  and  as  there 
iTould  be  no  need  of  a  new  Accountant,  the  ex- 
pense could  not  be  doubled.  The  duties  of  the 
War  Department  are  greatly  increased,  and  might 
be  further  increased  during  the  present  session ; 
and  an  expenditure  of  the  kind  proposed  might 
save  the  throwing  away  of  thousands  of  dollars. 

Mr.  Macon  said,  the  arguments  in  favor  of  this 
bilt  were  derived  from  a  want  of  knowledge  of 
naval  affairs  in  the  War  Department.  He  thought 
that  might  be  supplied  without  the  establishment 
of  a  new  department ;  but  he  believed  the  building 
of  the  frigates  had  mostly  been  carried  on  under 
the  direction  of  the  captains  who  were  to  have  the 
command  of  them.  More  clerks  had  been  added 
to  the  War  Department,  in  consideration  of  the 
business  which  the  Navy  had  occasioned.  He 
believed  the  more  officers  were  appointed,  the 
n>ore  money  would  be  expended. 

Mr.  Otis  said,  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
had  opposed  this  bill  on  different  grounds  from  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania.  He  did  not  make 
any  reply  to  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  be- 
cause ne  expected  opposition  from  him,  and  some 
others,  to  every  measure  which  had  the  defence  of 
the  country  for  their  object ;  and,  as  the  session  was 
drawing  to  a  close,  he  thought  it  best  to  have  as 
littledebate  as  possible, and  that  the  sooner  the  ques- 
tion was  taken,  the  better ;  but  when  he  saw  a  gen- 
tleman rise  in  opposition  to  it,  upon  whose  support 
he  calculated,  he  was  apprehensive  lest  it  might 
have  an  effect  upon  other  persons  on  whose  sup- 
port he  also  relied.  The  gentleman  from  New  York 
seemed  to  apprehend  some  new  and  heavy  expense 
was  to  be  incurred,  and  that  some  greater  caution 
was  now  necessary  than  heretofore.  What  saving, 
then,  does  he  mean  to  make  by  opposing  the  estab- 
lishment of  this  office  ?  Since  ne  supposes  the 
same  clerks  will  be  sufficient,  it  will  only  be  the 
salary  of  the  chief  officer,  which,  Mr.  O.  supposed, 
would  be  $3,500 — a  greater  saving  than  that  which 
would  be  made  by  such  a  person  in  every  ship 
built  or  purchased..  Taking  the  expense  of  our 
Naval  Establishment  at  one  million  dollars  a  year, 
it  would  only  be  an  expense  of  one-third  per  cent.J 
which  every  one  must  allow  was  a  mere  trifle,  to 
have  the  money  of  the  public  well  expended.  The 
services  of  the  War  and  Navy  Departments  were, 
he  said,  perfectly  distinct.  The  duties  of  the  War 
Department  became  every  day  more  arduous,  and 
whatever  gentlemen  may  thinkj  they  must  be- 
come still  jnore  so.  This  opposition  coming  from 
a  flriend,  he  could  not  suppose  it  arose  from  a  bad 


motive,  but  merely  from  a  narrow  conception  of 
what  is  conceived  to  be  the  agricultural  interest. 
Agriculture  and  commerce,  said  Mr.  O.,  are  twin 
sisters,  and  cannot  live  separate  from  each  other  'y 
they  must  live  togethei^  or  expire  at  the  same 
moment.  It  was  tne  duty  of  gentlemen  represent- 
ing agriculturists  thus  to  speak  to  their  constitu- 
ents. It  was  an  axiom  realized  by  every  politician 
in  the  world.  The  fact  was,  that  everything  spent 
upon  the  Naval  Department  was  st>  much  saved,, 
in  which  the  agricultural  part  of  the  country  par- 
take very  largely. 

Mr.  O.  said,  it  was  necessary,  even  for  the  sakv 
of  appearances,  to  establish  an  office  of  this  kind» 
We  ought  not  only  to  prepare  measures  of  defence 
by  sea  and  hind,  but,  in  doing  this,  we  ought  to  do 
it  in  conformity  to  the  opinion  of  the  Efuropean 
world.  He  thought  $5,000  a  year  would  be  well 
expended  in  purchasing  the  good  opinion  of  tha 
European  nations  in  this  respect,  ana  particularly 
that  of  France.  Though  our  state  was  at  present 
that  of  an  infant,  it  would  in  time  become  that  of 
an  Hercules. 

Even  if  the  present  storm  should  blow  over,  and 
our  naval  power  should  not  be  wanted,  and  the 
theory  of  tne  gentleman  from  New  York  should 
overcome  his  theory,  the  establishment  of  this 
office  cqpld  at  any  time  be  suppressed,  and  th» 
money  expended  in  it  would  be  more  than  saved. 
by  the  additional  inforraatlon  and  care  employea 
in  our  naval  concernsj  as  it  was  a  thing  impdfi&i* 
ble  for  one  man  to  undertake  the  business  of  tha 
War  and  Navy  Departments.  As  well  .might  a 
merchant  be  set  to  do  the  business  of  a  lawyer;  a 
lawyer  that  of  a  physician ;  a  carpenter  that  of  a 
bricklayer;  or  a  bricklayer  that  of  a  carpenter. 
He  hoped,  therefore,  as  he  had  heretofore  had  the 
pleasure  of  voting  with  the  gentleman  from  New 
York,  he  should  also  have  it  on  this  occasion; 
whilst  gentlemen  who  believe  that  no  danger 
threatens  us,  and  who  are  disinclined  to  take  mea- 
sures of  defence,  may  call  the  yeas  and  nays,  and 
find  themselves  in  a  minority  as  usual. 

Mr.  T.  Claiborne  never  remembered  to  have 
heard  suph  language  as  had  fallen  from  the  gen- 
tleman last  up.  He  laments,  said  Mr.  C,  tl^t  a 
gentleman  who  usuallv  voted  with  him  should 
dare  to  think  for  himself.  Are  gentlemen's  opin- 
ions and  language  thus  to  be  circumscribed? 
[  Mr.  O.  explained.]  Mr.  C.  continued,  the  gen- 
tleman was  willing  that  all  questions  should  now 
be  taken  without  debate.  Does  this  mean,  said 
he,  that  there  are  a  majority  of  members  in  this 
House  who  must  always  be  in  the  riffht,  and  a 
minority  always  in  the  wrong?  If  this  be  the 
case,  they  had  better  dismiss  the  minority,  and  do- 
the  business  themselves.  Were  not  gentlemea 
any  longer  to  express  their  difierence  of  opinion? 
Would  this  be  the  way  to  keep  the  Government 
together,  or  to  preserve  harmon][  in  the  countrv  ? 
If  this  were  to  to  be  the  situation  of  things,  ne 
should  regret  it  with  tears  in  his  eves.  }&  nad 
himself  no  mathematical  certainty  tnat  any  opin- 
ion of  his  was  right ;  nor  did  he  think  the  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts  ought  to  expect  men  Xxy 
bow  to  his.    Such  an  aasumption  led  to  mischiei 
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of  a  serious  kind.    What !  to  say  we  have  a  ma- 

f'>rit]r,  and  therefore  we  will  have  no  debate. 
The  Spbakbr  said,  no  such  expression  had  been 
Blade  use  of;  if  it  had,  he  should  have  checked  it.] 
Had  it  not  been  for  an  expression  of  this  kind,  he 
should  not  have  risen  on  this  question.  He  wisned 
to  hear  every  man  deliver  his  opinion  freely. 
Mr.  C  did  not  believe  the  bill  to  be  a  proper  one, 
and  he  should  therefore  vote  against  it. 

Mr.  McDowell  said,  he  should  be  opposed  to 
the  bill,  if  he  had  no  other  objection  to  it  than 
that  it  went  to  countenance  the  idea,  according  to 
the  gentlemen  from  Maryland  and  Massachusetts, 
that  this  country  must  go  into  the  establishment 
of  a  large  naval  power.  The  great  saving  to  be 
derived  from  this  office,  he  understood  to  1^  from 
savings  in  the  building  of  vessels ;  but,  as  the 
twelve  vessels  which  were  lately  voted  are  pro- 
posed to  be  purchased,  ready  built,  he  supposed 
this  reason  did  not  apply  at  present.  If  there  was 
no  intention,  therefore,  (which  he  trusted  there 
was  not,)  of  carrying  our  Naval  Establishment  to 
any  considerable  extent,  he  could  see  no  occasion 
for  the  creation  of  this  office.  For,  if  this  Secre- 
tary of  the  Nayy  was  appointed,  he  would  also  be 
obliged  to  rely  upon  otbors,  in  a  great  degree,  for 
information. 

But  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr. 
Otis)  says  the  establishment  of  this  det^rtment 
#ill  operate  as  a  defence  to  the  country,  by  favor- 
ably impressing  the  minds  of  foreign  countries 
with  our  force;  and  he  lamented  the  loss  of  the 
vote  of  one  of  his  friend^  and  reflected  upon  all 
those  who  differed  from  aim  in  opinion  as  beinfip 
unMendly  to  himself  and  the  country.  He  could 
not  discover  how  the  passing  of  this  bill  would 
defend  the  country.  If  sound  or  declamation  could 
alarm  France,  or  subdue  her  armies,  the  gentle- 
man m%bt  have  some  share  of  credit  for  his  ser- 
vices; but  he  supposed  other  means  would  be 
necessary,  if  an  attack  was  made.  But  how  could 
that  gentleman  think  of  charging  others  in  the 
manner  he  had  done  ?  Is  there  a  man,  said  he, 
who  votes  in  opfK>sition  to  him,  who  is  actuated 
by  the  motives  with  which  he  has  charged  them  1 
No  man  really  believes  it.  But,  because  members 
do  not  choose  to  go  all  lengths  with  him  to  involve 
the  country  in  a  war,  which  may  go  to  the  de- 
struction of  the  liberties  of  it,  they  are  thus  calum- 
niated. The]r  are  willing  to  go  all  reasonable 
lengths;  and  if  there  were  any  attack  made  upon 
this  country,  he  believed  they  would  be  much  more 
ready  to  meet  the  enemy  than  that  gentleman. 
Indeed,  many  of  those  members  whom  he  abused 
had  been  the  means  of  raising  the  Constitution 
and  Government  under  which  he  has  the  liberty 
to  legislate.  Such  reflections  could  have  no  effect 
upon  those  against  whom  they  were  made,  where 
their  characters  were  known :  they  were  meant  to 
produce  effect  in  other  parts.  He  thought  enough 
of  this  calumny  had  neretofore  pass^,  without 
a^in  introducing  it.  It  would  not  lessen  the  cre- 
dit of  the  House  if  no  more  was  heard  of  it  in 
future. 

Mr.  Harpbr  said,  the  naval  ddenee  which  this 
House  thought  necessary  for  the  service  of  the 


country  having  been  voted,  he  could  not  agree 
with  those  gentlemen  who  consider  this  as  a  ques^ 
tion  of  defence  He  thought  it  a  question  of  eco* 
nomy,  and,  in  this  view,  he  should  reply  to  some 
observations  which  had  been  made  upon  it. 

He  believed  our  naval  defence  would  be  much 
more  efficaciously  and  speedil/  provided  by  meam 
of  the  proposed  establishment  tnan  if  the  bill  was 
rejected.  So  far.  indeed,  it  is  a  question  of  defencK 
but  only  collaterally  so.  The  point  of  view  in 
which  this  bill  should  be  considered,  is  simply 
this:  will  it  not  effect  with  more  speed  and  econo- 
my the  marine  defence  now  existing,  as  weU  mk 
that  contemplated  1  He  himself  had  no  doubt  af 
to  the  fact.  Indeed,  he  would  ask  the  gentlemaa 
from  North  Carolina,  whether,  if  he  were  abovt 
to  erect  a  distillery  on  his  place,  he  would  em^ 
ploy  his  overseer  .to  do  it,  wno,  though  he  mighi 
understand  the  business  of  his  farm  very  welL 
knew  nothing  of  building.  He  certainly  would 
not;  and  if  this  would  be  bad  p<^cy  in  an  indi- 
vidual, it  would  be  equally  so  in  a  nation.  Be* 
sides,  the  expense  would  be  so  trifliuj^  as  only  to 
amount  (as  had  been  stated)  to  one-third  per  cent«y 
though  traders  were  in  the  habit  of  paying  five  per 
cent,  to  have  their  business  done. 

But  it  was  said,  that  if  an  office  of  this  kind 
was  establishe4^  it  would  soon  create  business. 
But  the  business  is  already  created.  We  have^  said 
he,  already  a  marine  of  fifteen  ships  of  war.  Thi% 
he  knew,  was  comparatively  a  small  force, -but  ia 
the  establishment  of  which  we  shall  yet  expend 
two  millions  of  dolkrs,  and  the  support  of  wiiioli 
will  amount  at  least  to  $700,000  or  $800^000  a»* 
nually.  When  the  War  Department  was  first' 
established,  the  object  of  its  care  was  not)  he  be*) 
lieved,  of  equal  magnitude. 

These  two  departments,  Mr.  H.  said^  had  no 
connexion  with  each  other.  No  nation  was  with^ 
out  two  such  depahments,  and  our  own  experience 
had  shewn  the  want  of  a  Naval  Departments 
Therefore  econom)r,  the  practice  of  individuak) 
the  common  practice  of  other  nations,  and  oar 
own  experience,  concur  in  su^moi^  of  this  bill. 

Mr.  R.  Williams  was  ready  to  acknowledge 
he  did  not  believe  it  could  ever  be  tl^  interest  of 
this  country  to  go  into  the  establishment  of  a  lar|pa 
naval  power,  and  therefore  he  should  not  be  ua 
favor  of  the  present  bill  on  that  ground.  Nor  did 
he  think  there  was  anv  good  reason  for  dividing 
the  military  and  naval  business,  except  there  wat 
more  than  could  be  attended  to  by  the  present  ef*> 
tablishment.  But  it  was  said  the  business  was  of 
a  different  nature,  and  therefore  it  ought  to  be  ol 
separate  departments,  as  one  man  cannot  be  su)^ 
posed  to  understand  both  concerns.  That  objeCH 
lion  would  apply  to  any  of  the  other  departmental 
and  whenever  this  rule  of  dividing  business  shall 
be  adopted,  we  shall  get  men  of  inferior  talents  1i 
do  it.  When  the  Qovernment  was  established^  it 
was  thouffht  that  a  War  Department  would  M 
equal  to  the  military  and  naval  concerns  of  thli 
country.  But  it  was  said  a  navy  was  not  the0 
thought  of;  it  was  however  doubtless  thought  iM 
when  the  frigates  were  ordered  to  be  built,  and  if 
was  not  then  gone  inHo.   It  was,  however,  said  that 
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much  money  had  been  lo:it  for  want  of  an  officer 
of  this  kind.  This  was  mere  assertion,  and  it  was 
by  no  means  clear  that  the  business  would  be  done 
better  with  such  an  officer  than  without  him. 

But  it  was  said,  it  was  necessary  to  go  into  this 
measure  for  the  sake  of  appearances.  To  whom 
are  these  appearandbs  to  be  be  made  ?  Not  to  our 
own  people,  but  to  European  nations.  The  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts  says  we  ought  to  adopt 
their  opinion  upon  this  subject.  He  viewed  a 
policy  of  this  kind  the  most  fatal  of  any  other  to 
this  country. .  He  believed  that  the  less  we  had  to 
do  with  European  politics,  and  their  mode  of  ad- 
tninistration,  the  better.  The  only  object  in  view, 
with  that  House,  ought  to  be  the  interest  of  their 
own  country.  What,  said  he,  is  the  situation  of 
those  countries  which  have  ffone  into  the  estab- 
lishment of  large  navies  ?  They  are  involved  in 
debt  which  they  never  can,  and  never  will,  pay. 

Mr.  W.  said,  when  he  considered  that  almon 
erery  day  some  new  construction  was  either  given 
Co  the  Constitution,  or  some  mode  of  adminis- 
tering the  Cbvernment  altered ;  when  they  were 
told,  that,  though  such  a  thing  had  been  under- 
stood so  and  so  lot  two  or  three  years,  it  would  bear 
a  different  construction ;  and  now,  when  he  saw 
they  were  about  to  add  a  grand  department  to  our 
Government,  not  contemplated  by  the  Constitu- 
tion, he  owned  he  was  alarmed.  Whenever  he 
saw  the  business  of  the  Navy  so  extensive  as  to 
require  a  separate  department,  he  should  vote  for 
it;  but  he  thought  it  would  not  be  wise  to  go 
on  with  the  establishment  of  new  departments 
be&re  there  was  business  for  them  to  do ;  because 
whenever  such  a  department  was  constituted,  he 
bad  no  doubt  business  would  be  found  for  it  to  do, 
as  the  officer  at  the  head  of  it  would  be  contin- 
ually drawing  out  and  laying  before  Congress 
plans  for  its  increase. 

^  As  to  what  had  been  said  about  the  line  of  con- 
duct adopted  by  gentlemen  in  this  House,  he 
should  sav  nothing  about  it.  He  thought  too 
much  had  already  been  said  on  that  subject,  and 
be  believed  it  would  be  best  to  suffer  such  reflec- 
tions to  refute  themselves. 

Mr.  J.  Williams  said,  the  only  point  in  dispute 
was,  whether  a  separate  office  should  be  estab- 
lished for  the  business  of  the  Navy,  or  whether  it 
should  be  put  under  the  care  of  a  superintendent 
in  the  War  Department.  He  wished  the  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts  TMr.  Oris)  had  spared 
bis  observations  until  he  had  heard  those  of  the 
ffentleman  from  Maryland,  (Mr.  S.  Smith.)  It 
lad  appeared  to  him  that  a  superintendent  in  the 
War  Department  would  have  been  sufficient,  and 
be  yet  thought  so.  He  did  not  think  the  business 
of  the  Navy  was  so  great  as  to  require  a  separate 
establishment.  There  was  more  business  in  the 
War  Department  in  1794  than  at  present,  and 
nothing  was  then  heard  of  a  new  department. 
He  should  not  have  opposed  this  measure  if  he 
bad  not  been  convinced  that  every  measure  taken 
to  increase  the  Navy  beyond  its  present  establish- 
ttient  would  have  a  bad  effect  on  this  country. 
It  had  been  proposed  last  Winter  to  purchase  all 
Ibe  live-oak  timber  in  the  Southern  States;  after- 


wards a  proposition  was  brought  forward  for  the 
establishment  of  navy  yards.  Those  measures 
had  been  defeated,  and  they  were  now  called  upon 
to  establish  a  new  department  for  thb  favorite  ob- 
ject. He  was  not  willing  to  do  it.  The  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts  said  there  would  only  be 
a  difference  between  making  a  new  office,  and 
continoine  to  do  the  business  in  the  War  Depart- 
ment, of  the  salary  of  the  chief  officer ;  but  if  he 
look^  at  the  second  clause  of  the  bill,  he  would 
find  himself  mistaken,  as  there  was  in  tnat.  provi- 
sion for  a  principal  clerk, and  such  other  clerksas  he 
shall  judge  necessary :  so  that  he  may  have  a  clerk 
for  every  port  in  the  Union,  if  he  pleases.  If  he 
represented,  as  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
does,  a  commercial  interest,  be  might  be  as  favor- 
able to  a  Navy  as  him ;  but  as  that  was  not  the 
case,  he  was  opposed  to  it.  He  gave  his  approba- 
tion to  such  appropriations  as  he  thought  necessa- 
ry ;  and  if,  in  this  instance,  he  differed  in  opinion 
from  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  he  should 
stand  excused.  He  believed  with  that  gentleman, 
that  the  commercial  and  agricultural  interests 
were  closely  connected;  they  differed  only  as  to 
the  extent  to  which  it  was  proper  to  carry  our 
naval  defence.  He  did  not  wish,  however,  at  pre- 
sent, to  reject  the  bill.  He  believed  it  might  be 
amended,  and  he  had  no  objection  to  the  question 
being  postponed  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  Livingston  said,  he  was  almost  tempted 
to  smile  at  the  arrogant  pretensions  of  some 
gentlemen  in  this  House,  in  their  treatment  of 
others,  at  least  their  equals*  on  this  floor,  what- 
ever they  might  be  out  of  doors,  beinjg  equally 
with  them  Representatives  of  the  people.  They 
were  told  by  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
(Mr.  Otis)  that  opposition  was  expected,  was 
looked  for,  from  certain  gentlemen ;  that  no  argu- 
ment was  necessary  on  the  occasion,  because 
those  members  who  were  opposed  to  all  measures 
of  defence,  would  oppose  this  measure  also;  but 
that  those  who  had  originated  the  measure  would 
carry  it  into  effect.  This  simple  declaration  of  a 
strength  of  party,  was  also  attended  with  a  very- 
handsome  rebuke  of  one  of  his  colleagues  (Mr. 
J.  Williams)  for  having  dared  to  doubt  the  pro- 
priety of  the  measure  before  the  committee.  He 
was  happy  to  find  this  rebuke  had  produced  its 
effect,  and  that  though  his  colleague  was  at  first 
very  decidedly  against  the  bill,  he  was  now  dis- 
posed to  doubt;  and  the  effect  of  another  rebukes 
ne  supposed,  would  obtain  his  vote  in  favor  oi 
the  new  establishment.  For  his  own  part,  neither 
the  rebuke,  nor  the  preliminary  observations  with 
which  it  was  accompanied,  had  produced  any 
effect  upon  him.  He  did  very  much  doubt  the 
propriety  of  the  measure;  for,  although  there  was 
a  great  deal  of  business  in  the  War  Office,  and 
the  same  person  could  not  be  supposed  to  be  ac- 
quainted with  military  and  naval  afiairs,  if  a  ship- 
builder was  to  have  the  appointment,  he  could  not 
think  such  a  person  fit  to  be  one  of  the  great 
council  of  the  nation;  audit  must  be  recollected 
that  the  person  who  holds  this  office  will  become 
one  of  the  counsellcHs  of  the  President  on  all 
great  concerns. 
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But  if  the  idea  was  adopted  that  no  person  in 
the  (Government  was  to  have  business  under  his 
direction  which  he  does  not  perfectly  understand, 
this  division  must  not  stop  here.  Could  it  be 
said  that  the  Secretary  or  War  had  a  perfect 
knowledge  of  cFerythiog  under  his  direction,  ex- 
cept what  related  to  the  navy?  Certainly  not. 
To  be  so,  he  must  not  only  be  a  perfect  enjo^ineer, 
but  be  acquainted  with  the  construction  ot  arms. 
To  carry  this  idea  to  its  full  extent,  it  would  not 
only  be  necessary  to  have  separate  departments, 
but  abo  a  great  variety  of  subaivisions;  they  must 
have,  he  supposed,  commissioners  of  gun-barrels 
and  of  ramrods. 

But  it  was  said  that  the  establishment  of  this 
new  office  would  be  the  means  of  saving  money ; 
and  the  excess  of  expenditure  on  the  frigates  was 
pointed  at  as  af  proof  of  the  want  of  an  officer  of 
this  kind ;  but  he  believed  if  other  business  was 
looked  at  which  had  been  immediately  under  the 
direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War — the  frigate 
for  the  Dey  of  Algiers  for  instance — it  would  be 
found  to  have  been  well  and  speedily  done,  which 
was  a  proof  that  the  Secretary  of  War  could 
attend  to  that  business. 

It  was  said  that  this  establishment  was  neces- 
sary, in  order  to  give  an  appearance  of  defence 
to  Europe,  as  if  the  establishment  of  a  Department 
of  the  Navy  was  to  have  the  effect  to  do  away 
all  our  past  and  to  prevent  future  injuries.  But 
our  appearance  to  Europe  was  not  all;  the  ex- 
ample of  European  countries  was  mentioned. 
All  were  said  to  have  a  Marine  Department.  The 
practice  of  Europe,  Mr.  L.  said,  had  proved  itself 
to  be  a  bad  one,  as  the  navies  of  those  countries 
had  proved  the  ruin  of  them. 

Mr.  L.  would  make  no  reply  to  the  insinuations 
thrown  out  against  gentlemen,  which  represented 
them  as  being  opposed  to  every  measure  of  de- 
fence, as  not  a  question  came  oefore  the  House 
in  which  the  same  unfounded  charge  had  not 
been  repeated ;  and  he  supposed,  by  and  by,  that 
a  new  post  office  could  not  be  proposed,  or  the 
most  trifling  business  done,  without  a  repetition 
of  those  charges. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  taken  upon  this  bill 
going  to  its  third  reading,  and  decided  in  the 
affirmative — yeas  47,  nays  41,  as  follows: 

Tbas — John  Allen,  Btiley  Bartlett,  James  A.  Bay- 
ard, Christopher  G.  Champlin,  John  Chapman,  James 
Cochran,  Joshua  Coit,  William  Craik,  Samael  W. 
Dana,  John  Dennis,  George  Dent,  Thomas  Evans, 
Abiel  Fotteif  Dwight  Foiter,  Jonathan  Freeman,  Henry 
Glen,  Chauncey  Goodrich,  Roger  Griswold,  WilHam 
Barry  Grove,  Robert  Goodloe  Harper,  William  Hind- 
man,  Hezeiuah  L.  Hosmer,  James  H.  Imlay,  Samuel 
Lyman,  Jamea  Machir,  William  Matthews,  Daniel 
Morgan,  Lewis  R.  Morris,  Harrison  G.  Otis,  Joaiah 
Parker,  Thomas  Pinckney,  John  Reed,  John  Rutledge, 
junior,  James  Schoreman,  iiamnel  Sewall,  William 
ohepaid,  Thomas  Sinniekson,  Tompacm  J.  Skinner, 
Nathaniel  Smith,  Samael  Smith,  Peleg  Sprague,  George 
Thatcher,  Richard  Thomas,  Mark  Thomson,  Thomas 
TiUinghast,  John  £.  Van  Alen,  and  Peleg  Wadsworth. 
Nats — Abraham  Baldwin,  David  Bard,  Lemuel  Beo 
ton^  Thomas  Blounl^  Richard  BieDt»  Nathan  Biyan» 


Stephen  BaUoek,  Thomas  Claiborne,  William  Chailea 
Cole  Claiborne,  Matthew  Clay,  Thomas  T.  Davis,  John 
Dawson,  Lucas  Elmendorph,  WUliam  Findley,  John 
Fowler,  Albert  Gallatin,  James  Gillespie,  Carter  B, 
Harrison,  Jonathan  N.  Havens,  Joseph  Heister,  David 
Holmes,  Walter  Jones,  Edward  Livingston,  Matthew 
Locke,  Matthew  Lyon,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Blair  McCie- 
nachan,  Joseph  McDowell,  John  MiUedge^  Anthony 
New,  William  Smith,  Richard  Sprigg,  jun.,  Richard 
Stanford,  Thomas  Sumter,  Abram  Trigg,  John  Trigg^ 
Philip  Van  Cortlandt,  Joseph  B.  Yamum,  Abraham 
Venable,  John  Williams,  and  Robert  Williams. 

COMPENSATION  OF  CLERKS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Harper,  the  House  then 
took  up  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  hill 
respecting  the  compensation  of  clerks. 

Mr.  Harper  stated  the  effect  of  these  amende 
ments  to  be.  to  give  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate 
and  the  Clerk  of  that  House,  an  addition  of 
$250  each  to  their  present  salaries.  He  recom- 
mended an  Agreement  to  these  amendments  as 
reasonable,  as  the  salaries  of  these  officers  were 
fixed  at  the  same  time  at  which  the  salaries  of 
the  clerks  and  inferior  officers  were  fixed,  which 
had  been  advanced. 

Mr.  Gallatin  inquired  what  the  present  sala- 
ries of  these  officers  were.  It  was  answered  $1,500 
a  year,  and  two  dollars  a  day  during  the  session 
of  Congress.  Mr.  Q.  thought  this  sufficient,  and 
that  since  their  salaries  had  not  been  increased  at  v 
a  time  when  living  was  much  dearer  than  it  is  at 
present,  or  likely  to  be,  he  could  not  consent  to 
the  proposed  advance. 

The  question  was  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  and 
negatived— 36  to  28. 

Thursday,  April  26. 

The  bill  for  establishing  an  Executive  Depart- 
ment, to  be  denominated  the  Department  or  the 
Navy,  was  read  the  third  time  and  passed— 42 
to  27. 

Mr.  Thomas  presented  a  petition  from  5,000 
inhabitants  of  Philadelphia  and  Liberties,  expres- 
sive of  their  approbation  of  the  conduct  ol  the 
Executive  in  its  negotiation  with  France,  and  a 
determination  to  support  everv  measure  which  . 
may  be  thought  necessary  by  tne  constituted  au- 
thorities for  the  support  of  our  Government,  Con- 
stitution, and  independence.  A  very  large  body 
of  merchants  and  others  attended  the  House  witn 
this  petition. 

Mr.  Craiic  presented  a  set  of  resolutions  which 
had  been  agreed  to  at  a  public  meeting  at  G^r^e- 
town,  approbating  the  measures  of  the  Executive 
with  respect  to  France,  and  expressing  the  firmest 
reliance  on  the  councils  of  the  nation. 

MILITARY  APPROPRIATIONS. 

On.motion,  the  House  again  resolved  itself  into 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  appropria- 
ting for  the  Military  Establishment  for  the  year 
17& ;  when,  the  question  for  filling  the  blank  in 
the  duartermaster's  Department  with  $200,000 
again  recurring, 

Mr.  Harper  said  it  would  be  recollected  that 
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whea  the  House  latt  rose  it  was  for  the  purpose 
d  afibrdmg  time  to  make  some  diserimnnation 
in  the  appropriations.  The  gentleman  from  Pesii- 
sylvania  (Mr.  Gallatin)  had  done  this,  and  it 
appeared  to  him  correctly.  Mr.  H.  emimerated 
the  difierent  items,  and  the  sums  calculated  for 
each.  The  vessels  on  the  Lakes,  he  had  uo  dbuht, 
would  he  an  useful  object,  and  ought  to  be  provi- 
ded for,  but  not  under  the  Q^uartermaster's  De- 
partment. He  would  introduce  it  as  a  distinct 
Item;  but  he  did  not  know  under  what  authority 
the  vessels  on  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  were  con- 
structed, or  for  what  purpose  they  were  wanted. 
Perhaps  it  mi^ht  have  been  for  the  lower  part  of 
the  Mississippi,  from  the  idea  of  a  rupture  in  that 
quarter;  but  though  this  might  have  been  the 
case,  he  was  far  from  admitting  the  princi^e  that 
the  War  Department  had  a  right  to  determine  the 
propriety  of  such  a  measure.  He  believed ,  if  such 
an  expense  was  necessary,  an  appropriation  ought 
to  have  been  made  by  Uongress.  He  was  there- 
fore willing  to  drop  this  item  altogether.  It  was 
stated  that  the  construction  of  these  vessels  was 
commenced;  he  was  notwithstanding  willing  that 
it  should  be  saspended,  until  some  inquiry  was 
made  into  the  business,  and  Congress  shall  pass  a 
law  to  authorize  the  expenditure.  He  could  not 
say  these  vessels  were  not  necessary;  but  he  was 
willing  to  say  they  should  not  be  provided  for  at 
present.  Mr.  H.  again  objected  to  the  expense 
of  $34,000  for  the  transportation  of  ordnance  and 
stores  from  Philadelphia  to  Pittsburgh.  As  Con- 
gress had  no  assurances  of  these  being  wanted,  he 
should  be  willing  to  omit  this  item  also.  He 
wished  likewise  to  inquire  whether  ordnance 
could  not  be  procured  in  that  country,  without  be- 
ing at  so  great  an  expense  in  transporting  them 
from  Philadelphia. 

Mr.  H.  still  wished  the  blank  to  be  filled  with 
$800,000.  The  former  estimate  was  $188,000; 
but  he  believed  it  would  be  well  to  appropriate  the 
even  sum  he  had  named,  as  the  average  of  the 
expense  of  the  five  last  years  in  this  Department 
(as  he  had  already  stated)  had  been  $250,000. 

Mr.  Sewall  wished  to  know  whether  the  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina  had  had  any  conver- 
sation with  the  Secretary  of  War  respecting  the 
vessels  constructing  on  tne  Lakes  and  the  Ohio  ? 
He  supposed  it  was  not  expected  that  an  act  should 
be  passed  to  enable  the  President  to  replace  vessels 
used  as  transports,  when  worn  out.  Perhaps  it 
inight  be  necessary  to  arm  these  transports  occa- 
sionally, as  they  were  subject  to  the  attacks  qf  the 
Indians. 

Mr.  Harper  said,  he  did  not  object  to  the  ves- 
sels on  the  Lakes ;  ne  meant  to  propose  a  separate 
appropriation  for  them.  It  was  to  the  vessels  on 
the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  that  he  objected,  which 
were  not  wanted  for  transportation. 

Mr.  Craik  did  not  think  the  committee  were 
prepared  to  say  these  vessels  were  not  wanted.  He 
nad  so  full  a  confidence  in  the  Secretary  of  War 
that  he  was  ready  to  vote  for  all  the  items  which 
he  had  recommended.  He  wished,  therefore,  that 
the  decision  upon  this  question  might  be  postpon- 


ed until  further  information  was  received  on  tlie 
subject. 

The  rising  of  the  committee  was  advocated  bj 
Messrs.  Craik,  Dayton,  and  RuTLEnoB.  and  op- 
posed by  Messrs.  Harper,  S.  Smith,  and  Galla- 
tin.   The  question  for  rising  was  negatived. 

Mr.  MAqpN  said,  he  was  at  a  loss  how  to  vote 
on  this  subject.  Whatever  sum  was  appropriated 
for  this  Department,  there  was  always  a  deficieur 
cy ;  it  was  not,  therefore,  worth  while  to  be  very 
particular. 

Mr.  Gallatin  moved  to  fill  the  blank  with 
$150,000,  which  was  the  sum  he  had  proposed  ob 
a  former  day,  since  which,  he  said,  the  House  liad 
received  a  number  of  statements  irom  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  in  order  to  induce  a  larger  appropria- 
tion. As  there  seemed  to  be  a  general  concurrence 
of  opinion  to  restrict  the  expenses  of  the  War  De- 
partment, he  wished  some  gentleman,  better  able 
to  do  it  than  himself,  would  compare  the  number 
of  troops  in  service  with  the  sums  there  required* 
Mr.  G.  noticed  a  number  of  items  which  appeared 
to  him  unaccountably  extravagant,  and  contrasted 
the  very  great  expense  incurrei  on  the  Northwest- 
ern frontier  with  that  of  the  troops  employed  on 
the  seaboard.  Mr.  G.  also  took  a  view  of  the  ex- 
penses ander  this  head  from  the  year  1789  to  the 
present  time,  in  order  to  show  that  $150,000  wo«ld 
DC  a  sufficient  appropriation. 

After  commentins  pretty  fireely  and  at  lar^  on 
the  estimates  from  the  War  Office,  Mr.  G.  said,  he 
believed  there  was  some  radical  defect  with  re- 
spect to  the  connexion  subsisting  between  the  Ac«> 
countant's  department,  the  Treasury  and  War  De- 
partments, which  prevented  a  proper  investigation 
of  accounts.  So  far  as  relates  to  the  Treasury 
Department,  the  accounts  were  always  very  clear, 
imd  there  wa?  no  ground  of  complaint ;  but,  from 
the  connexion  which  subsists  between  the  War 
Department  and  the  Accountant's  department, 
there  seemed  to  be  a  want  of  responsibility. 

In  the  details  which  had  been  laid  before  the 
House,  Mr.  G.  said,  he  found  items  under  the  head 
of  contingencies,  wnich  he  should  never  have  ex- 
pected to  nave  fotmd  therf  ;  one  was  for  the  pay 
of  an  inspector  of  the  troops  and  ffarrisons  of  the 
United  States,  at  a  salary  of  sixty  dollars  a  month. 
He  could  not  say  such  an  officer  was  not  necessft- 
ry ;  but  if  he  was,  he  would  say  he  ought  to  have 
been  provided  for  by  law.  The  other  item  was 
for  a  much  larger  sum,  viz :  the  pay  of  an  engi- 
neer of  the  fortifications  of  the  limted  States^  at 
a  salary  of  three  thousand  dollars  a  jjiar,  which 
was  a  salary  greater  than  that  of  the  Secretary  df 
War.  It  appears  that  this  engineer  was  engi^red 
for  three  years ;  but,  after  he  had  been  tome  time 
in  the  service,  two  thousand  dcdlars  were  given 
him  over  and  above  his  pay,  to  reltnqiush  his  con- 
tract. 

After  a  few  observations  from  Mr.  Dana,  in  fa- 
vor of  the  Secretary  of  War, 

Mr.  Shbpard  rose,  and  went  over  the  difimnC 
items  contained  in  the  statement  read  yesterday^ 
particularly  the  boatmen,  $l3w000;  the  pack-horse* 
men,  $5,000 ;  the  wagoners,  $7,000;  the  laborers, 
$3,000 ;  the  armorers,  $6,000 ;  the  ttrtifioers,  tlV 
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000;  hire  of  erpresses,  $6,000;  and  ftiel,  88,000. 
He  coiild  not  tell  bow  so  manv  boatmen,  pack- 
horsemen,  and  wagoners,  could  be  employed  f  for 
it  was  not  for  boats,  pack-horses,  and  wagons,  out 
for  the  men  alone  ;^  and  wbat  so  many  laborers 
could  be  employed  in  he  could  not. imagine.  He 
did  not  see  why  the  soldiers  could  not  do  all  the 
labor  the  Army  had  to  do  themselves.  When  he 
was  in  the  Army,  he  was  at  no  expense  like  this. 
And  how  the  repairing  the  arms  tor  three  thou- 
sand men  could  cost  ^,000  he  could  not  tell ;  nor 
could  he  see  how  $14,000  could  be  expended  on 
attificers.  If  we  were  to  be  invoWed  in  war,  it 
would  not  do  to  expend  money  in  this  manner.  It 
w»8  easy  to  write  down  thirty,  fifty,  or  one  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars  for  this  or  that,  but  when 
the  taxes  came  to  be  laid,  the  money  would  not  be 
so  easily  raised.  Mr.  S.  passed  over  a  number  of 
articles,  till  he  came  to  luel.  He  thought  $8,000 
a  year  for  fuel,  in  a  country  where  the  trees  were 
ready  to  (all  upon  them,  was  a  very  exorbitant 
charge.  While  he  was  in  the  Ariny,  it  never  cost 
him  sixpence  for  fuel.  The  United  States  had 
better  purchase  the  land  upon  which  the  timber 
grows,  at  once ;  they  would  be  able  to  get  it  for  a 
much  less  sum.  If  these  expenses  were  to  be  in- 
curred for  five  thousand  men,  what  would  be  the 
expense  of  an  Army  of  thirty  thousand  men  ? 
This  estimate,  he  was  sure,  must  be  much  too 
large ;  and  it  became  Congress  to  be  careful  how 
they  gave  encouragement  to  such  charges  as  these, 
for  the  country  would  scarcely  be  able  to  support 
the  expense  of  any  ccmsideraole  establishment  if 
more  economy  was  not  used. 

The  question  on  filling  the  blank  with  two  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars,  was  put,  and  negatived 
without  a  division. 

Mr.  Craik  moved  to  fill  the  blank  with  two 
hundred  and  twenty-four  thousand  dollars,  in  order 
to  take  in  an  item  recommended  by  the  Secretary 
of  War.  Mr.  C.  thought  the  character  of*  this 
olBeer  had  been  very  illiberally  and  very  unfairly 
attacked  by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania.  If 
this  gentleman  had  acted  iinproperly,  he  might  be 
onUcS  to  actount,  when  he  would  have  an  oppor- 
timity  of  speaking  for  himself.  [The  Chairman 
said,  these  remarks  were  not  in  order ;  no  such 
charges  had  been  made.]  Mr.  C.  thought  the  ob^ 
servations  of  the  gentleman  to  whom  he  alluded 
most  have  been  so  underwood. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Craik  not  being  seconded, 
it  fell  to  the  ground. 

Mr.  Gallatin  moved  to  fill  the  blank  with 
$150,000.  He  said  that,  with  respect  to  the  in- 
te^ty  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  he  did  not  doubt 
it  m  the  least ;  as  to  his  talents  he  had  ng^oppor- 
tvnitv  of  foAning  a  correct  judgment  of  them ;  he 
was,  nowevn,  some  judge  of  accounts,  and  he  saw 
ewMgh  of  them  to  authorize  the  declaration  which 
he  had  made  as  to  the  improper  connexion  of  the 
diflforent  departments.  He  had  spoken  of  facts 
only. 

The  question  for  filling  the  blank  with  $150,000 
was  put,  and  carried  witnout  a  division. 

After  *agreeinjr  to  sever^  other  items,  amontfst 
whidi  was  one  for  the  vessds  on  tha  Lakes,  the 


committee  rose,  the  House  agreed  to  the  amenih 
ment,  and  th^ bill  was  ordereato  be  engrossed  fbr 
a  third  reading. 

PRESENTS  TO  MINISTERS. 

The  Speaker  said  he  had  received  a  letter  this 
morning,  signed  Thomas  Pinckney,  which  he  was 
desired  to  lay  before  the  House.  It  was  accord- 
ingly read.  It  stated  that  when  he  (Mr.  Pinck- 
ney) had  concluded  the  late  treaty  with  the  Span- 
ish Government,  the  Spanish  Minister,  the  Prmce 
of  Peace,  informed  him  the  presents  usually  gireu 
in  such  cases  would  be  prepared  for  him ;  and  that 
also  when  he  took  leave  or  the  British  Court,  the 
like  information  was  given  to  him  by  the  Ministelr 
there.  To  both  of  which  he  replied,  that  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States  forbade  its  Minis- 
ters from  receiving^  any  present  from  any  foreign 
Prince  or  State,  without  the  consent  of  Congress ; 
that  in  due  time  he  would  ask  that  consent  and 
act  accordingly.  This  letter  asks  for  the  determi- 
nation of  Congress. 

It  was  mov^  by  Mr.  Rutledge,  to  refer  this 
letter  to  a  select  committee. 

Mr.  Maoon  wished  it  to  go  to  a  Committee  at 
the  whole  House. 

After  some  observations,  the  latter  motion  was 
negatived,  and  the  former  carried. 


FainAY,  April  27^ 

On  motion  of  Mr.  W.  C.  Claiborne,  the  House 
went  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill 
directing  the  pay^ment  of  a  detachment  of  militia, 
for  services  performed  in  the  year  1794,  under  the 
command  of  Major  James  Ore.  The  bill  was 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered  to  be 
enj?rossed  for  a  third  reading  to-morrow. 

A  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the  relief  of  the  legal 
representatives  of  Samuel  Lapsley,  deceased,  was 
twice  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Claims. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  reported  a  bill  for  continuing  iki 
force  the  first  section  of  an  act  respecting  revenue 
cutters ;  which  was  committed  for  Monday .• 

The  Senate,  by  message,  informed  the  House 
that  they  persisted  in  their  amendments  to  the 
bill  respecting  the  compensation  of  clerks:  and 
that  they  had  passed  a  bill  to  authorize  the  Presi-^ 
dent  to  purchase  or  build  a  number  of  small  ves- 
sels, to  be  employed  as  galleys,  or  otherwise. 

LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 
Mr.  Haspbr  said,  he  wished  to  lay  a  reiolatioii 
upon  the  table  on  a  subject  which  evory  day  ap* 
peared  more  striking  and  ilbproper.  He  alluded 
to  a  very  alarming  abandonment  of  duty  by  tha 
members  of  this  House.  He  hoped  this  charge 
would  not  be  considered  as  too  harsh  against  mm- 
hers  who  were  now  leaving  the  public  business  at 
this  important  crisis,  when  very  considerable  ar- 
rangements remain  to  be  made  particularly  on  the 
subject  of  finance.  He  need  not  inform  the 
House  that  there  was  now  little  more  than  a  qao» 
rum  of  members  present ;  and  if  the  present  prac^ 
tice  continued  longer,  the  p\iblic  business  would 
be  to  do,  and  there  would  be  no  Congiets  to  dv  it. 
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lo  order  to  put  a  stop  to  this  evil,  he  proposed  the 
ibUowiDg  resolution : 

**  lUaohed,  That  no  member  of  this  House,  daring 
the  remainder  of  the  session,  shall  have  leave  of  ab- 
sence, except  in  case  of  sickness." 

It  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

MILITARY  APPROPRIATIONS. 

The  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  support 
of  the  Military  Establishment  for  the  year  1798, 
was  read  the  third  time  ;  when 

Mr.  Gallatin  moved  a  recommittal  of  the  bill, 
in  order  to  correct  a  mistake  which  had  arisen 
from  the  War  Departoient  having  made  a  sub- 
traction twice  over;  which  was  carried.  The 
House  went  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  subject;  the  error  was  corrected,  and  the  bill 
was  re-engrossed,  and  passed. 

ORGANIZING  THE  MILITIA. 

The  bill  for  newly  organizing  the  Militia  being 
the  order  of  the  day, 

Mr.  Otis  again  moved  to  discharge  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  from  the  further  considera- 
tion of  this  bill ;  which  was  negatived,  there  be- 
inff  only  22  votes  for  it. 

*Mr.  KuTLBDGE  then  moved  to  postpone  the  con- 
sideration of  this  biU  until  Mondav  week,  in  order 
to  give  time  for  a  decision  upon  tne  bill  authoriz- 
ing a  provisional  army.  This  motion  was  nega- 
tived, there  being  only  20  votes  for  it. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  Militia  bill,  and  made 
some  further  progress  therein.  The  committee 
rose  and  had  leave  to  sit  again. 

IMPEACHMENT  OP  WILLIAM  BLOUNT. 

Mr.  Baldwin,  from  the  committee  appointed 
to  inquire  into  tne  authenticity  of  a  letter  of  Gen- 
eral Clarke,  of  Georgia,  which  appears  in  the 
documents  relative  to  the  conspiracy  of  William 
Blount,  intimatinc^  that  an  attempt  had  been  made 
to  ^gage  General  Clarke  in  favor  of  the  British 
in  a%  attack  against  the  French  and  Spaniards, 
reported  certain  answers  to  interrogatories  which 
had  been  put  to  General  Clarke,  in  which  he  ac- 
knowledfi[es  the  letter  to  be  his,  and  states  that  a 
person  of  the  name  of  William  Carrick,  who  call- 
ed himself  a  British  captain,  offered  him  a  salary 
of  X10,000  from  the  British  Government,  if  he 
would  engage  in  the  British  service  against  the 
French  and  Spaniards ;  and  that  after  he  had  re- 
teed  the  proposal,  he  asked  him  if  any  sum  would 
induce  him  to  join  in  the  service  proposed,  which 
being  answered  in  th#  negative,  the  said  Carrick 
extorted  from  him  a  promise  that  he  would  not 
disclose  this  proposal.  The  General  states  that 
heltnows  of  no  other  proposal  made  to  any  other 
person.    This  report  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

ORGANIZING  THE  MILITIA. 

The  House  went  again  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  bill  for  newly  organizing,  arming, 
and  disciplining  the  Militia  of  the  United  States; 
when,  after  considerable  discussion, 

Mr.  Datton  (the  Speaker)  moved  that  the  com- 


mit tee  rise,  in  order  that  it  might  be  discharged 
from  a  further  consideration  of  this  bill,  as  there 
appeared  an  evident  disposition  against  going  into 
an  amelioration  of  the  Militia  system  at  present; 
and  ho  we  very  salutary  the  proposed  regulations 
might  be  in  a  state  of  tranquillity,  he  did  not  think 
it  would  be  proper,  under  the  present  circum- 
stances of  the  country,  to  derange  the  whole  Mi- 
litia system  to  so  great  a  degree  as  would  be  oc- 
casioned by  a  change  of  officers  and  of  men  from 
one  company  to  another.  Until  the  present  state 
of  things,  therefore,  had  either  blown  over  or  be- 
come exhausted,  he  thought  it  would  be  best  to 
suffer  the  Militia  to  remam  on  its  present  footing. 
The  committee  rose  accordingly,  was  discharg- 
ed, and  the  bill  was  recommitt^. 


MoNnAT,  April  30. 
The  bill  directing  payment  to  a  detachment  ^f 
militia  for  services  performed  in  the  year  1794, 
under  Major  James  Ore.  was  read  the  third  time, 
and  passed. 

The  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  em- 
powering certain  officers  and  others  to  administer 
oaths,  were  taken  up  and  agreed  to. 

A  bill  was  received  from  the  Senate  for  the  re- 
lief of  Joseph  Nourse,  and  was  read  the  first  time. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Otis,  the  House  went  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  supplement- 
ary and  in  addition  to  an  act  for  the  relief  of  per- 
sons imprisoned  for  debt ;  and,  after  some  discus- 
sion, and  several  amendments  made,  the  commit- 
tee rose,  was  discharged  from  a  further  considera- 
tion of  the  subject,  and  the  bill  was  recommitted. 
Mr.  RuTLEnoB  called  for  the  reading  of  the  bill 
from  the  Senate  to  authorize  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  cause  to  be  purchased  or  built 
a  number  of  small  vessels,  to  be  equipped  as  gal^ 
leys  or  otherwise.  It  was  read,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union.  The  number  of  vessels  is  not  to  exceed 
ten.  and  the  money  to  be  appropriated  not  to  ex- 
ceed $80,000. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Livingston,  the  House  went 
into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  report  of 
the  Committee  of  Claims  on  the  petitions  of 
Alexander  Macomb  and  William  Edgar.  These 
petitioners,  it  appears,  were  purchasers  of  certain 
lands  in  the  Northwestern  Territory,  sold  at  New 
York  in  1787,  under  the  ordinance  of  Congress  of 
the  20th  of  May,  1785.  The  memorialists  having 
neglected  to  pay  the  instalments  according  to  the 
terms  of  the  contract,  the  first  payment  which 
they  made  became  forfeited.  They  request  that 
Coogre^  will  either  permit  them  now  to  accom- 
plish the  payment  of  the  purchase  money  on  the 
original  terms,  and  thus  obtain  a  grant  of  the 
whole  quantity  of  land  purchased,  or  a  provisioa 
by  law  to  ^rant  to  them  so  much  of  the  said  land 
as  will  be  m  the  proportion  which  the  sum  here- 
tofore paid  bears  to  the  whole  amount  of  the  pur- 
chase money.  Several  of  the  lots  for  which 
these  persons  made  their  contract  having  been 
sold  at  Pittsburg,  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  the 
18th  of  May,  1796,  the  committee  statea.  thftt  if 
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the  prayer  of  the  petition  should  he  granted,  it 
will  he  necesjtary  to  indemnify  the  purchasers  hy 
granting  other  lots  of  equivalent  value.  But  as 
the  petitioners  have  shown  no  reason  why  they 
did  not  fulfil  their  contract,  excepting  that  their 
funds  were  otherwise  employed,  and  as  the  United 
States  must  have  incurred  considerable  expenses 
in  the  negotiation  when  the  contract  was  first 
made,  the  Committee  of  Claims  cao  find  no  rea- 
son why  the  forfeiture  to  which  the  petitioners 
have  subjected  themselves  by  the  terms  of  their 
contract  should  be  remitted ;  they,  therefore,  re- 
port it  as  their  opinion,  that  the  prayer  of  the 
petition  ought  not  to  be  granted.  Tne  whole  pur- 
chase mone^  was  $88,764;  one- third,  viz :  $29,669 
had  been  paid,  and  by  the  contract  forfeited. 

This  report  was  advocated  by  Messrs.  D.  Fas- 
T£R,  Batabd,  Macon,  and  Allen,  and  opposed 
by  Messrs.  Livingston  and  Harper.     It  was 

g:reed  to,  there  being  51  votes  in  its  favor.    The 
ouae  concurred.* 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Harper,  the  House  went 
tato  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  report  of 
the  Committee  of  Claims  on  the  petition  of  Cap- 
tain Thomas  Lewis.  The  petitioner  Pf&ys  for 
extra  pay  as  an  Aid-de-camp  to  General  Wayne, 
for  a  certain  time.  The  committee  report  that 
the  Gfeneral  had  alreadv  two  Aids  (which  was  all 
that  he  was  entitled  to)  and  that  it  was  a  settled 
principle  with  respect  to  the  Army  not  to  pay  an 
officer  in  two  capacities.  As  it  appeared  by  the 
discussion  that  Captain  Lewis  had  been  employed 
by  General  Wayne  as  an  additional  Aid,  and  that 
the  principle  spoken  of  by  the  Committee  of  Claims 
had  heretofore  been  departed  from,  the  report  of 
the  committee  was  disagreed  to,  and  a  resolution 
directing  the  accounting  officers  to  settle  his  ac- 
count, was  agreed  to.  The  House  concurred  in 
the  report,  and  a  bill  was  directed  to  be  brought 
in  accordingly. 

PROVISIONAL  ARMY. 

Mr.  Sewall  moved  that  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  be  discharged 
from  the  further  consideration  of  the  bill  author- 
izing the  President  of  the  United  States  to  raise 
a  provisional  army,  in  order  that  it  might  be  re- 
ferred to  a  select  committee.    Agreed  to,  and 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sitgreaves,  it  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  for  the  Protection  of  Commerce 
and  the  Defence  of  the  Country. 

Mr.  Sbwall  said,  as  Mr.  Livingston,  who  was 
a  member  of  the  committee  just  named,  had  ob- 
tained leave  of  absence  for  the  remainder  of  the 
session,  it  would  be  necessary  to  add  a  member  to 
that  committee  in  his  place ;  which  was  agreed 
to,  and  Mr.  Brooks  was  added. 

Mr.  Davis  moved  to  meet  in  future  at  ten 
o'clock  instead  of  eleven  in  the  morning.  The 
motion  was  lost,  only  21  for  it. 


Tuesday,  May  1. 

Mr.  D.  F08TBR  re])orted  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Thomas  Lewis,  which  was  committed  for  to- 
morrow. 


On  motion  of  Mr.  D.  Foster,  the  House  went 
into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  report 
of  the  Committee  of  Claims  on  the  petit ioa 
of  William  Parsons,  who  served  on  board  tl»e 
Ranger  sloop  of  war,  in  our  war  with  Great  Bri- 
tain, and  who  states  that  he  was  out  of  this  comi- 
try  from  the  time  of  signing  the  preliminaries  of 
peace  till  after  the  act  of  limitation  foreclosed 
this  claim.  The  report  was  favorable.  It  was 
negatived,  there  beinff  only  18  votes  for  it.  The 
committee  rose  and  the  House  concurred  in  the 
decision. 

On  motion  of  the  same  gentleman,  the  Honse 
went  into  a  Committee  of  the  Wh9le  on  the  re- 
port of  the  same  committee  on  the  petition  of 
James  Perry,  for  himself  and  partners,  who  pra3rB 
for  compensation  for  certain  supplies  taken  from 
their  iron  works  at  Spotiswood,  in  New  Jersey,  in 
the  course  of  the  war,  on  the  firround  of  himself 
and  partners  having  been  out  of  the  country  since 
the  conclusion  of  peace.  The  report  of  the  com- 
mittee was  unfavorable^  and  was  concurred  in  by 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  and  by  the  House. 

POST  OFFICES  AND  POST  ROADS. 

Mr.  Sprigg  called  up  the  report  of  the  commit- 
tee appointed  on  the  subject  of  Post  Offices  and 
Post  Roads.  It  was  read,  and  states  that  it  will 
be  inexpedient  to  make  any  alterations  in  the  law 
relative  to  Post  Offices  and  Post  Roads  at  present. 

Messrs.  Dawson,  Sprigg,  and  W.  CLAinaRics, 
each  expressed  their  disapprobation  of  this  report, 
and  concurred  in  blaming  the  committee  for  hay- 
ing so  long  delayed  making  a  report,  and  for  hav- 
ing now  reported  in  this  way.  though  ver^r  many 
petitions  had  been  presented  for  the  alteration  and 
addition  of  roads,  and  as  there  was  a  surplus  of 
revenue,  arising  from  the  Post  Office,  of  $50^000. 

Mr.  Thatoher  did  not  think  the  committer 
were  chargeable  with  delay,  for,  as  they  conceiyed, 
from  time  to  time,  that  there  was  not  sufficient 
ground  for  making  any  change  in  the  present  law, 
they  waited  to  see  whether  anything  should  arise 
to  change  that  opinion,  and  when  the  committee 
had  been  applied  to  by  the  gentlemen  who  had 
expressed  their  disapprobation  of  this  report^  they 
were  repeatedly  desired,  if  they  thoQffht  the  com- 
mittee ought  to  report,  to  call  upon  them  by  way 
of  resolution.  Mr.  T.  said,  upwards  of  3,000 
miles  of  new  road  had  been  applied  for,  and  from 
the  best  information  he  could  get,  not  any  road  of 
fifty  miles  in  length  would  pay  one-half  the  ei^ 
pense  of  carrying  the  mail.  Upon  an  average,  he 
believed,  the  roads  applied  for  would  not  pay  16 
per  cent  of  the  expense.  A  few  shorter  roads 
might  pay  more  than  half  the  expense.  He  was 
as  desirous  as  any  gentleman  of  extending  the 
post  roads  as  fast  as  possible;  but  he  thought 
once  in  two  years,  which  had  been  the  custom 
heretofore^  was  often  enough  to  take  up  this  sub- 
iect.  Seven  thousand  mUes  of  new  road  had 
been  ordered  to  be  made  at  the  last  Winter  session, 
which,  he  belieyed,  would  not  pay  20  percent,  or 
the  expense ;  and  as  he  bcdieyed  there  were  lea 
thousand  miles  in  the  United  States  which  had 
as  good  a  claim  for  poet  eoads  as^e  tkne  t|po»-  ^ 
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sand  applied  for,  and  though  there  was  at  present 
a  surplus  of  revenue,  (not  so  great,  however,  as 
had  Dsen  stated)  as  he  was  apprehensive  from  the 
conversation  he  had  held  with  the  Postmaster 
General  on  this^subject,  that  the  circumstances  in 
which  this  country  might  expect  to  be  involved, 
would  lessen  the  revenue  arising  from  the  Post 
Office,  he  did  not  think  it  expedient  to  go  into  the 
subject  at  present.  Mr.  T.  said  he  was  perfectly 
unconcerned  as  to  himself  whether  the  report  was 
agreed  to  or  not ;  but  if  it  was  disagreed  to,  and 
referred  to  the  same  committee,  he  should  not 
think  it  right  now  to  make  any  other  report  on 
&e  subject  at  present. 

Mr.  Harpbr,  Mr.  Qallatin,  and  Mr.  Blount, 
each  expressed  their  disap^obation  of  the  report ; 
and  Mr.  Macon^  and  Mr.  T.  Claiborne  (the  other 
two  members  of  the  select  committee)  their  opin^ 
ion  in  favor  of  it. 

The  question  on  agreeing  to  the  report  was  put 
and  nefintived— 38  to  31. 

Mr.  Dawson  moved  that  the  subject  be  recom- 
mitted. Agreed  to,  and  a  committee  of  sevea 
members  appointed. 

NAVAL  EXPENDITURES. 

Mr.  LrviNGSTON,  from  the  committee  appointed 
to  inquire  into  the  expenditure  of  money  in  the 
JNavy  Department,  informed  the  House  that  the 
committee  had  received  a  number  of  statements 
fiwm  the  Head  of  the  Department,  which  he  was 
desired  to  move  to  have  printed. 

Mr.  Otis  thought  the  printing  of  so  large  a 
▼ohime  of  papers,  which  he  did  not  think  one 
member  in  nfty  would  ever  read,  would  be  a  use- 
less expense. 

Mr.  Gallatin  advocated  the  printing,  assnrinff 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  he  should  read 
every  one  of  them,  as  he  was  desirous  of  knowing 
how  the  monev  which  had  been  appropriated  for 
this  object  had  been  expended. 

The  motion  was  earned. 

PURCHASE  OF  SMALL  VESSELS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Habbison,  the  House  went 
into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  up  the  bill  from 
the  Senate  for  authorizing  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  build  or  purchase  a  number  of 
mall  vessels,  to  be  equipped  as  gallevs,  or  other- 
wise; which  beinff  agreed  (o,  the  bill  was  gone 
throi^h  without  debate  or  amendment.  The  com- 
mittee rose,  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  read  a 
third  time  to-morrow. 

ADDITIONAL  REVENUES. 

Mr  Harpbr,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  made  a  report^  in  pursuaVice  of  a  resolution 
referred  to  that  committee  on  the  6th  ultimo,  direct- 
ing them  to  inouire  and  report  whether  any,  and 
what,  additional  revenue  will  be  necessary.  The 
.report  wa&  read,  as  follows : 

^'Tkat^mtheir  opinion,  it  will  be  neceBsarytoraiMthe 
mm  of  two  miUions  of  dollan  by  a  tax  on  hndt,  houses, 
and  riaves,  to  be  appvopristod  aaong  the  eerefal  States, 
Modiog  la  tha  CoBMMiOMl  nils^  and  en  the  bus  of 


the  last  census ;  the  mode  of  asocssment  and  coUeekkm 
to  be  tmiform  throughout  the  United  States. 

<<  This  opinion  they  have  founded  on  a  view  of  the 
probable  amonnt  of  the  tndinsjy  expenditure  of  the  pre* 
sent  year,  and  of  revenue  from  the  existing  taxes^  pm- 
eented  by  certain  statements  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  ;  which,  together  with  the  letter  of  the  com- 
mittee to  him  on  the  subject,  and  his  answer,  are  sub- 
joined to  this  report. 

**  From  these  statements,  it  appears  that  the  ordinaiy 
expenditure  of  the  present  year,  making  an  allowanoe  of 
one  hundred  thousand  dollars  for  occasional  grants,  and 
one  hundred  and  thirty  thousand  for  reimbmwig  the 
unfunded  registered  d^  and  the  payment  of  old  ao 
counts,  will  amount  to  tkx  millions  nine  hundred  and 
twenty-six  thousand  fi>or  hundred  and  oxty  dollars. 

**  And  that  the  revenue  from  existing  taxes,  stating 
the  impost  and  tonnage  duties  at  seven  millions  of  dollars, 
and  the  internal  duties  at  seven  hundred  thousand  doUan^ 
will  amount  to  eight  millions  eleven  thousand  eight  hun* 
dred  and  ninety-seven  dollars. 

**  The  imposts  and  tonnage  are  stated  at  sometfaiBg 
more  than  five  hundred  tiioasand  dollars  below  the  ac- 
tual reeeipis  of  last  year,  which  were  oevcn  millions  ftve 
hundred  and  fiHty-nme  thousand  six  hundred  and  forty* 
nine  doUars— an  abatement  which  the  Seoietary  has 
thought  it  prudent  to  make,  on  aoooont  of  the  eflfeots  likelj 
to  bo  produced  on  thb  great  branch  of  the  revenue  by  tiia 
depredations  on  our  conmifroe.  The  internal  revenaas 
are  stated  higher,  by  a  sum  of  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
five  thousand  doUars,  than  the  actual  receipts  of  the  last 
year^  which  were  five  hundred  and  seventy -five  thousand 
four  hundred  and  niaety-one  dollars.  This  increase,  the 
Secretary  supposes,  may  be  expected  from  an  improved 
mode  of  collection. 

*'  The  stamp  duties  are  stated  at  two  hundred  thousand 
dollars  annually — an  estimate  which  the  committee  con- 
ceive to  be  sufficiently  moderate. 

«  Taking  the  total  amount  of  revenue,  from  all  the  pre- 
sent branches  of  it,  to  be  eight  millions  eleven  tl^o^i^^ 
eight  hundred  and  ninety -seven  doUars,  as  above  stated, 
and  deducting  that  of  ordinary  expenditure,  taken  at  six 
millions  nine  hundred  and  twenly-six  thoasand  four  hun- 
dred and  sixty  dollars,  there  will  be  a  clear  surplus,  in  the 
present  year,  of  one  million  eighty  five  thousand  four 
hundred  and  thirty-seven  dollars  ;  which,  if  left  unappro- 
priated, would  go  to  the  discharge  of  the  public  debt* 
but  may  be  applied  towards  defraying  the  extiaordinary 
expenses  voted  during  the  present  session. 

*<  These  expenses  consist  of  the  following  items :  for- 
tifications, three  hundred  and  forty  thousand  doUars; 
fabrication  or  purchase  of  arms,  cannon,  and  military 
stores,  nine  hundred  thousand  dollars ;  naval  armament, 
nine  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars ;  new  regiment 
of  artillery,  one  hundred  and  seven^  two  thousand  one 
hundred  and  forty-three  dollars — making  an  aggregate 
of  two  millions  three  hundred  and  sixty-two  thousand 
one  hundred  aud  forty-two  dollars. 

*<  To  this  it  will  be  proper  to  add  a  som,  probably  not 
exceeding  forty  thousand  dollars,  for  quartermasters,  and 
contingttit  expenses  attending  the  new  regiment  of  artil- 
kiy.  And  should  the  biH  now  before  the  House  for 
providing  galleys  be  agreed  to,  an  expense  of  eighty 
thousand  dollars  will  be  incurred  on  that  account.  These 
two  sums,  added  to  the  former,  will  raise  Ae  aggregate 
of  eitiaofJiBary  expensss  to  two  millions  four  hun£»d 
and  eighty»4wo  thousand  w»  hondred  and  fovty^^wn 
doUara, 
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**  The  committal  have  not  taken  into  view  theexpouee 
which  may  be  incurred  for  the  military  defence  of  the 
eonntiyy  either  by  a  proviabnal  army  or  detachments  of 
Hilitia.  It  is  certain,  however,  that  whichever  of  those 
nodes  may  be  praferred,  a  considerable  expense^  in  case 
•f  aotnal  service*  most  be  inoarred ;  it  will  be  for  the 
House  to  decide  how  far  a  provision  for  this  expense 
ought  now  to  be  oontetDplated. 

**  Neither  have  the  committee  taken  into  their  esti- 
mate a  provision  for  the  deferred  debt;  the  interest  and 
•xlBigttishing  annuity  on  which,  amounting  to  one  mil- 
lion one  hundred  and  forty-six  thousand  three  hundred 
and  seventy  dollars,  will  become  payable  in  the  year 
1801 ;  nor  for  the  heavy  instalments  on  tfie  foreign  debt, 
which  Will  become  due  in  the  years  180S,  1803,  and 
1804.  But  they  conceive  it  is  of  use  to  state  that  those 
instalments,  joined  to  the  interest  which  in  this  year  are 
#nly  mx  hundred  thousand  and  forty-one  dollars,  will 
amount,  in  the  year  1803,  to  one  million  nine  hundred 
and  one  thousand  nine  hundred  and  thirty-one  dollars ; 
in  the  year  1803,  to  two  miUions  six  hun£^  and  forty- 
one  thousand  four  hundred  and  fifty-three  dollars ;  and 
in  the  year  1804,  to  two  millions  fifty-two  thousand  six 
bnndred  and  twenty -three  dollars.  After  which,  they 
decline  to  one  million  thirteen  thousand  two  hundred 
and  thirty-two  dollars,  in  the  year  1807;  and  to  two 
liundred  and  fifty  four  thousand  five  hundred  and  twen^r 
dollars  in  180f,  when  the  debt  will  be  extinguished. 
Hence  it  appears,  that  in  the  year  1801,  the  ordinaiy 
expense  will  be  increased  one  million  one  hundred  and 
§anv  six  thousand  three  hundred  and  seventy  dollars ; 
in  uie  year  1803,  to  the  amount  of  three  millions  seven 
hundred  and  eighty  seven  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
.  twenty-three  dollars,  being  the  sums  payable,  in  that 
year,  on  the  foreign  and  deferred  debts — ^which  sums  it 
will  be  necessaiy  to  provide,  in  those  years,  above  the 
amount  of  the  present  ordinary  expenditure. 

"To  meet  the  above  mentioned  extraordinary  ex- 
penses, amounting  to  two  mUIions  four  hundred  and 
eighty-two  thousand  one  hundred  and  forty-two  dollars. 
Congress  has  no  present  ftinds  beyond  the  surplus 
already  stated,  ana  amounting  to  one  million  ei^ty- 
five  thousand  four  hundred  and  thirty-seven  dcAhn, 
which  being  deducted  from  the  aggregate  of  extraordi- 
aavy  expanses,  leaves  a  balance  of  one  million  three 
Iwuidred  and  ninety-six  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
five  dollars  to  be  provided  b^  new  revenue. 

**  The  committee  would  also  observe,  that  two  instal- 
ments on  the  debt  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
amounting  to  four  hundred  thousand  dollars,  and  not 
continued  on  loan,  will  become  due  on  the  Slst  of  De- 
cember, in  the  present  year.  It  will  be  for  the  House 
to  consider  how  for  provision  for  the  discharge  of  those 
instalments  ought  now  to  be  made.  Should  such  pro- 
Tision  be  considered  as  necessary,  it  will  raise  the 
amount  to  be  provided  for  by  new  revenues  to  the  sum 
of  one  million  seven  hundred  and  ninety-six  thousand 
■even  hundred  and  five  doHars. 

**  This  sum,  it  will  be  observed,  fells  considerably 
AkOTt  of  the  proposed  tax ;  but  in  the  present  situation 
of  the  country,  with  such  probability  of  increased  ex- 

Snses ;  such  possibility,  not  to  say  probability,  of  de- 
cation  in  the  greatest  branch  of  the  present  revenue, 
tiM  impost  and  tonnage  duty ;  and  the  certainty  of  a 
graat  augmentation  in  tiie  ordinary  expenses,  by  the 
daferred  debt  and  the  increasing  instahneats  of  the 
teeign  debt;  the  committee  do  not  think  it  safe  to con- 
jmaphte  madditioaal  iei>enua,  from  penaancnl  souroas 


of  taxstion,  to  a  less  amount  than  two  miHiooa  ef 
dollars. 

"  On  this  view  of  the  subject,  they  submit  to  the 
House  the  following  resolutions : 

**  Jg^ssAperf,  That  it  wiU  be  expedient  to  raise  an  ad- 
ditional veveauo  of dollars  annually  by  a  direet 

tax. 

X  JScseJM,  That  the  said  tax  ought  to  be  laid,  by 
antfeim  assessment,  on  lands,  houses,  and  slavas. 

**  Resolved,  That  the  apportioament  of  the  said  tax 
ought  to  be  made  among  the  several  States,  according 
to  their  respective  number  of  inhabitants,  as  ascertained 
by  the  last  oensus." 

Some  objections  being  made  to  this  report  by 
Mr.  Bayard  and  Mr.  Champum,  on  the  ground 
of  its  not  having  been  laid  before  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means  since  it  was  drawn  by  tha 
chairman,  (and  Mr.  Habpeb  declining  to  with- 
draw it)  it  was  recommitted  to  that  committee. 

NATURALIZATION  LAW. 

Mr.  Sbwall.  from  the  Committee  for  the  Pro- 
tection of  Commerce  and  the  Defence  of  the  Coun- 
try, who  were  instructed  to  inquire  and  report 
whether  any  and  what  alterations  were  necessary 
in  the  naturalization  act,  and  into  the  expediency 
of  establish ing,  by  law,  regulations  respecting 
aliens  arriving,  or  residing,  within  the  United 
States,  reported  as  follows : 

That  by  force  of  the  act,  entitled  **  An  act  to  estkb- 
lish  an  uniform  rule  of  naturalization,  and  to  repeal 
the  act  heretofore  passed  on  that  subject,"  aliens  are 
admitted  to  become  citizens  of  the  United  States,  when, 
in  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  there  is  not  suffideat 
evidence  of  their  attachment  to  the  laws  and  welftjeof 
this  country  to  entitle  them  to  such  privilege;  and 
that,  for  this  purpose,  a  longer  residence  within  ^ 
United  States,  before  admission,  than  the  act  provides, 
is  essential,  and  ought  to  be  required.  The  committee 
are  also  of  opinion,  that  some  precautions  against  the 
promiscuous  reception  and  residenoe  of  aliens,  which 
may  be  thought  at  all  times  advisable,  are,  at  this  time, 
more  apparenUy  necessary  and  important,  espec^y 
for  the  securing  or  removal  of  those  who  may  be  su»- 
pected  of  hostile  intentions. 

On  these  subjects,  respectively,  the  committee  beg 
leave  to  recommend  the  following  resolutions : 

1.  ReMohed,  That  iNi>viBion  ought  to  be  made  by 
law,  to  prolong  the  term  of  residence  within  the  United 
States,  which  shall  be  proved  by  an  alien  before  ha 
shall  be  admitted  to  become  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States,  or  of  any  State. 

2.  Resolved,  That  provision  be  made,  by  law,  for  a 
report  and  registry  of  all  aliens  who  shall  continue  resi- 
dents, or  shall  hereafter  arrive  within  the  United  States, 
with  suitable  descriptions  of  their  places  of  birth  and 
citizenship,  and  places  of  arrival  and  residence  within 
the  United  States. 

3.  Resolved,  That  provision  be  made  by  law  for  the 
apprehending,  securing,  or  removal,  as  the  case  may 
require,  of  all  aliens,  being  males,  of  the  age  of  four- 
teen years  and  upwards,  who  shall  continue  to  reside, 
or  shall  arrive  within  the  United  States,  being  natives, 
dtiaeos,  or  subjects  of  any  country,  the  Oovemmeat 
whereof  shall  declare  war  against  the  United  StateiK  or 
shall  threaten,  attempt,  or  perpetrate  any  invasiMi  or 
predatory  incursions  upon  their  territory,  as  aooQ  m 
may  be  alWr  (he  Praaideat  of  the  UnitMl  Statea  a^ 
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proclamation  of  such  erent  Providing,  in  all 
cases  where  such  aliens  are  not  chargeable  with  actual 
hostility,  that  the  period  settled  by  any  treaty  with  such 
hostile  nation,  or  other  reasonable  period,  according  to 
the  usage  of  nations,  and  the  duties  of  humanity*  shall 
be  allowed  for  the  departure  of  such  aliens,  with  all 
their  effects,  from  the  territory  of  the  United  States ; 
and  excepting  all  cases  of  such  aliens  to  whom  pass- 
ports or  hcences  of  residence  may  be  granted  consist- 
ently with  the  public  safety. 

This  report  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  S.  Smith,  the  House  went 
into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  con- 
tinue in  force  part  of  an  act  therein  mentioned, 
(relative  to  the  revenue  cutters,)  which  was  agreed 
to,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time ;  which 
wts  accordingly  done  and  the  bill  passed. 


Wedn£8Dat,  May  2. 

The  bill  authorizing  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  build  or  purchase  a  number  of  sniall  ves- 
sels, to  be  employed  as  galleys,  or  otherwise,  was 
read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House, 
that  they  have  passed  a  resolution  authorizing 
Thomas  Pinckney,  late  Minister  Plenipotentiary 
in  London,  to  receive  the  presents  offered  to  him 
by  the  Courts  of  Great  Britain  and  Spain,  to 
which  they  request  concurrence. 

Mr.  Harper  presented  the  report  from  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means,  recommending  a  direct 
tax  of  two  millions  to  be  raised  by  a  direct  tax 
upon  land,  houses,  and  slaves,  which  was  yester- 
day recommitted.  It  was  referred  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  and  made  the  order  for  Friday. 

NATURALIZATION  LAW. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sewall,  the  House  went 
into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  report 
made  yesterday  by  the  Committee  for  the  Protec- 
tion ot  Commerce  and  the  Defence  of  the  Country, 
on  the  subject  of  naturalization ;  and  the  report 
having  been  read,  and  the  first  resolution  for  pro- 
longing the  term  of  residence  before  aliens  shall 
be  admitted  as  citizens,  being  under  consideratioa, 

Mr.  Sewall  said,  the  term  of  residence  now 
required  from  foreigners  before  they  can  become 
citizens,  is  five  years.  The  committee  think  this 
period  too  short ;  it  is  much  shorter  than  the  pe- 
riod adopted  by  the  French  Government.  The 
committee  were  of  opinion  that  a  residence  of  at 
least  ten  year>  should  be  required ;  but  this  might 
be  left  a  blank  in  the  bill,  and  afterwards  filled. 

Mr.  Harper  believed  that  it  was  high  time  we 
should  recover  from  the  mistake  which  this  coun- 
try fell  iuto  when  it  first  be^ran  to  form  its  consti- 
tutions, of  admitting  foreigners  to  citizenship. 
This  mistake,  he  believed,  had  been  productive  of 
very  great  evils  to  this  country,  and,  unless  cor- 
rected, he  was  apprehensive  those  evils  would 
greatly  increase.  He  believed  the  time  was  now 
come  when  it  would  be  proper  to  declare,  that 
nothing  but  birth  should  entitle  a  man  to  citizen- 
•hip  in  this  country.  He  thought  this  was  the 
proper  season  for  making  the  declaration.     He 


believed  the  United  States  had  experience  enough 
to  cure  them  of  the  folly  of  believing  that  the 
strength  and  happiness  of  the  country  would  be 
promoted  by  admitting  to  the  rights  ot  citizenship 
all  the  congregations  of  people  who  resort  to  these 
shores  from  every  part  of  the  world  Under  these 
impressions,  which,  as  he  supposed  they  would 
have  the  same  force  upon  others  as  upon  himself, 
he  should  not  detain  the  committee  by  dilating 
upon,  he  proposed  to  amend  the  resolution  by 
adding  to  it  the  following  words,  viz :  "  that  pro- 
vision ought  to  be  made  by  law  for  preventing 
any  person  becoming  entitled  to  the  rights  of  a 
citizen  of  the  United  StatesL  except  by  birth." 

The  Chairman  declared  tnis  amendment  would 
be  a  substitute  to  the  resolution  before  the  com- 
mittee, and  therefore  not  in  order. 

Mr.  Otis  said,  he  would  propose  an  amendment, 
which  he  believed  would  be  in  order,  which  was 
as  follows,  namely,  "and  that  no  alien  born,  who 
is  not  at  present  a  citizen  of  the  United  States, 
shall  hereafter  be  capable  of  holding  any  office  of 
honof,  trust,  or  profit,  under  the  United  States." 

Mr.  Harper  moved  to  amend  this  amendment, 
by  adding  the  following  words:  "or  of  voting  at 
the  election  of  any  member  of  the  Legislature  of 
the  United  States,  or  of  any  State." 

Mr.  H.  said,  he  was  for  giving  foreigners  every 
facility  for  acquiriig  property,  of  holding  this  pro- 
perty, of  raising  their  families,  and  of  transferring 
their  properly  to  their  families.  He  was  willing 
they  should  form  citizens  for  us ;  but  as  to  the  • 
rights  of  citizenship,  he  was  not  willin|[  they 
should  be  enjoyed,  except  by  persons  born  m  this 
country.  He  did  not  think  this  even  was  desira- 
ble by  the  persons  themselves.  Why,  he  asked, 
did  foreigners  seek  a  residence  in  this  country? 
He  supposed  it  was  either  to  better  their  condition, 
or  to  live  under  a  Government  better  and  more 
free  than  that  they  had  left.  But  was  it  necessary 
these  persons  should  at  once  become  entitled  to 
take  a  part  in  the  concerns  of  our  Government? 
He  believed  it  by  no  means  necessary,  either  to 
their  happiness  or  prosperity,  and  he  was  sure  it 
would  not  tend  to  tne  happiness  of  this  country. 
If  the  native  citizens  are  not  indeed  adequate  to 
the  performance  of  the  duties  of  Government,  it 
mignt  be  expedient  to  invite  legislators  or  voters 
from  other  countries  to  do  that  business  for  which 
they  themselves  are  not  qualified.  But  if  the  peo- 
ple of  the  country,  who  owe  their  birth  to  it,  are 
adequate  to  all  the  duties  of  Government,  he  could 
not  see  for  what  reason  strangers  should  be  ad- 
mitted; strangers  who,  however  acceptable  they 
may  be  in  other  respects,  could  not  have  the  same 
views  and  attachments  with  native  citizens.  Un- 
der this  view  of  the  subject^  he  was  convinced  it 
was  an  essential  policy,  which  lay  at  the  bottom 
of  civil  society,  that  none  but  persons  born  in  the 
country  should  be  permitted  to  take  a  part  in  the 
Government.  There  might  have  been,  Mr.  H. 
acknowledged,  individual  exceptions,  and  there 
may  be  again,  to  this  general  rule ;  but  it  was  ne- 
cessary to  make  re^t&tions  general,  and  he  be- 
lieved the  danger  arising  from  admitting  foreign- 
ers generally  to  citizenship  would  be  greater  thu 
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the  incopveniences  arising  from  debarring  from 
citizenship  the  most  deserving  forei^ers.  He 
belie  red  it  would  have  been  well  for  tnis  country 
if  the  principle  coDtained  in  this  amendment  had 
been  adopted  sooner ;  he  hoped  it  would  now  be 
adopted. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  bdieved  it  would  be  best  first  to 
decide  upon  the  resolution  as  reported ;  if  it  was 
negatiyedy  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina 
might  then  introduce  his  amendment  as  a  substi- 
tute. To  adopt  the  resolution  as  reported  would 
be,  he  believed,  to  agree  upon  an  ex  post  facto 
regulation.  It  could  not  be  intended,  he  should 
suppose,  to  prevent  persons  who  haa  resided  in 
this  country  two  or  three  years,  under  the  expec- 
tation of  becoming  citizens  at  the  end  of  five  years, 
from  that  privilege. 

Mr.CHAMPLiN  su^ested  whether,  if  this  amend- 
ment was  adopted,  u  would  not  prevent  foreign- 
ers, who  are  not  at  present  citizens  of  the  United 
Sutes,  from  becommg  officers  in  the  Military  or 
Naval  Departments  of  the  United  States.  If  so, 
he  believed  it  would  be  proper  to  insert  tha  word 
"civil"  before  "officers." 

Mr.  Otis  acknowledged  that  the  objections  of 
the  gentleman  from  Maryland  (Mr.  S.  Smith) 
were,  in  some  degree,  well  founded;  but  there  might 
be  rej§;ulations  introduced  into  the  bill  to  avoid 
them.  The  present  law,  he  believed,  directs  that 
persons  shall  give  notice  of  their  intention  of  be- 
coming citizens  of  the  United  States.  Where 
^  this  notice  had  been  given,  he  thought  such  per- 
sons should  be  excluded  from  the  operation  of  the 
HW.  These  resolutions  having  only  been  laid 
upon  the  table  this  morning,  he  wished,  however, 
that  the  committee  might  rise,  in  order  to  afford  a 
little  time  for  consideration.  He  wished  to  ex- 
clude all  foreigners,  whom  he  could  Constitution- 
ally exclude,  from  holding  offices  in  the  United 
States;  but  not  to  entrap  such  as  are  in  the  way 
of  becoming  citizens. 

Mr.  Harper  said,  that,  having  had  it  suggested 
to  him  that  the  Constitution  would  not  admit  of 
restraining  the  States  in  their  admission  of  citi- 
zens, he  snould  withdraw  his  amendment  for  the 
present  until  he  had  had  an  opportunity  of  exam- 
ining the  Constitution  in  this  respect. 

The  motion  being  put  for  the  committee  to 
riie,  it  was  carried,  and  the  committee  rose  ac- 
cordingly. 

COMPENSATION  OF  MARSHALS,  Ac. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Harper,  the  House  went  into 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  provide 
compensation  for  marshals,  clerks,  jurors,  and 
witnesses  in  the  Courts  of  the  United  States;  and. 
after  considerable  discussion,  the  committee  rosej 
leave  was  refused  to  them  to  sit  again,  and  the 
bill  was  recommitted  to  a  committee  of  sixteen 
members. 

Mr.  Gallatin  then  proposed  the  following  in- 
struction to  the  committee : 

**Re9olved,  That  the  committee  to  whom  this  bill  is 
referred  be  instmcted  to  inqnire  into  the  annual  official 
emdomentf  received  bj  marshals,  derks,  and  district  at- 
torneys, distingnishing  between  fees  paid  bj  individaals 
and  what  is  paid  bj  the  United  States." 
5th  Con.— 50 


After  considerable  opposition  from  Messrs.  Deh- 
Nis,  Bayard,  Harper,  and  Otis,  this  resolution 
was  carried — 36  to  35. 


Thursday,  May  3. 
PRESENTS  TO  MINISTERS. 

Mr.  Baldwin  called  up  the  resolution  from  the 
Senate,  authorizing  Thomas  Pinckney,  Esq.,  late 
Envoy  Extraordinary  in  Spain,  to  receive  the 
presents  offered  to  him  by  the  Kings  of  England 
and  Spain,  on  his  departure  from  those  Courts ; 
which,  haviuff  been  read,  Mr.  B.  said,  the  same 
subject  had  been  referred  by  this  House  to  the 
select  committee,  and  he  was  instructed  to  report 
a  resolution  similar  to  that  from  the  Senate ;  but 
the  Senate  having  sent  down  this,  he  supposed  it 
would  be  unnecessary  to  report  another  resolution. 

Mr.  SiTOREAVES  hoped  the  House  would  con- 
cur in  this  resolution. 

Mr.  Macon  moved  that  it  be  referred  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole.  If  Congress  authorized  tha 
receiving  of  presents  from  foreign  Courts,  they 
must  also,  he  supposed,  go  into  the  European  cus- 
tom of  giving  presents  to  foreign  Ministers. 

It  was  committed  for  to-morrow. 

NATURALIZATION  LAW. 

Mr.  Sewall  moved  the  House  to  go  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  in 
order  to  resume  the  consideration  of  the  resolu- 
tion which  had  been  reported  on  the  subject  of 
aliens. 

Mr.  Otis  wished  to  propose  a  resolution  to  the 
House,  before  it  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  as  a  sub- 
stitute for  the  first  resolution,  reported  by  the 
Committee  for  the  Protection  of  Commerce  and 
the  Defence  of  the  Country.  It  was  to  the  fol- 
lowing effect: 

^Resohedf  That  no  alien  bom,  who  is  not  at  present 
a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  shall  hereafter  be  capd»^ 
of  holding  any  office  of  honor,  tmst,  or  profit,  under 
the  United  States." 

Mr.  Vbnable  did  not  think  the  House  were  au- 
thorized to  enact  such  a  principle  into  a  law.  If 
taken  up  at  all,  it  ought  to  be  considered  as  a  pro- 
position for  amending  the  Constitution.  If  it  was 
thought  necessary  by  gentlemen  to  amend  the 
Constitution  in  this  way,  he  should  not  object  to 
going  into  the  subject.  After  foreigners  were  ad- 
mitted as  citizens,  Congress  had  not  the  power  of 
declaring  what  should  oe  their  rights ;  the  Consti- 
tution has  done  this.  Foreigners  must,  thereforcLbe 
refused  the  privilege  of  becoming  citizens  alto- 
gether, or  admitted  to  all  the  ri^ts  of  citizens. 

Mr.  Otis  had  no  idea  that  this  proposition  could 
be  considered  as  a  proposition  to  amend  the  Con- 
stitution. If  the  House  had  the  power  to  amend 
the  naturalization  law,  and  to  extend  the  time  of 
residence  necessary  to  entitle  an  alien  to  citizen- 
ship, they  could  certainly  extend  it  to  the  life  of 
man.  The  idea  of  •citizenship  did  not  always  in- 
clude the  power  of  holding  offices.  In  Great  Bri- 
tain no  alien  was  ever  permitted  to  hold  an  office, 
he  wished  they  might  not  be  allowed  to  do  it  here. 
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The  Speaker  said  this  was  not  the  proper  time 
to  argue  whether  this  proposition  ought  to  be  con- 
sidered as  an  amendment  to  the  Constitution. 
The  Committee  of  the  Whole  would  report  upon 
it  as  they  thought  proper. 

Mr.  VENABLE  did  not  dbject  to  the  resolution 
being  referred,  but  thought  it  oug^  to  go  rather 
to  an  ordinary  Committee  of  the  Whole  than  to 
that  on  the  sfate  of  the  Union,  as  be  did  not  be- 
lieve Cone:ress  had  the  power  of  saying,  men  who 
were  entitled  to  hold  offices  by  the  Constitution, 
shall  not  hold  them. 

The  motion  for  reference  was  put  and  carried, 
there  being  for  it  45  votes. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  Mr. 
Dent  in  the  Chair ;  when 

Mr.  Otis  moved  to  postpone  the  consideration 
of  the  resolution  formerly  under  consideration,  for 
extending  the  time  of  residence  of  aliens  before 
they  should  be  entitled  to  citizenship,  in  order  to 
take  up  the  resolution  which  he  had  proposed,  and 
which  had  been  referred  to  this  committee. 

The  question  was  put  and  negatived — 51  to  26. 

The  question  then  returned  upon  the  motion 
made  by  Mr.  Otis  yesterday,  to  amend  the  first 
resolution,  by  adding  words  of  the  same  tenor  with 
those  contained  in  the  resolution  referred  this 
morning. 

Mr.  Macon  said,  whether  it  would  be  good  or 
bad  policy  to  adopt  a  regulation  of  this  £nd,  he 
would  not  inquire,  because  he  believed  the  Presi- 
dent and  Senate  could  always  appoint  such  men 
as  they  thought  proper  to  office.  If  a  man  is  a 
citizen,  he  is  eligible  to  office  agreeably  to  the 
Constitutional  rule,  and  that  could  not  be  altered 
by  law.  If  the  people  chose  to  elect  a  foreigner  as 
a  member  of  the  Legislature,  if  he  had  been  a 
citizen  seven  vears,  Congress  could  not  say  he 
should  not  be  eligible.  They  might,  indeed,  make 
the  time  of  residence,  to  entitle  a  foreigner  to  citi- 
zenship, so  long,  as  to  prevent  him  in  that  way 
from  holding  a  seat  in  the  Legislature ;  but,  after 
a  man  is  a  citizen,  he  must  be  entitled  to  the 
rights  of  a  citizen. 

Mr.  Otis  said,  gentlemen  could  certainly  read 
the  Constitution  for  themselves,  and  draw  their 
own  conclusions  from  it.  He  himself  had  not  the 
smallest  doubt  as  to  the  Constitutionality  of  re- 
stricting aliens  in  the  way  proposed.  He  believed 
that  Congress,  having  the  power  to  establish  an 
uniform  rule  of  naturalization,  could,  if  they 
thought  proper,  make  a  residence  of  forty  or  fifty 
years  necessary  before  an  alien  should  i)e  entitled 
to  citizenship,  which  would  extend  to  the  whole 
life  of  a  person,  and  prove  an  efiectual  exclusion. 
If  Congress,  then,  haa  a  ri^ht  to  exclude  foreigners 
altogether  from  citizenship,  any  modification  of 
that  rifirht  was  certainly  within  their  power,  and 
would  be  an  advantage  to  aliens,  for  which  they 
oi^ht  to  be  grateful.  There  would  be  nothing  in 
this  contrary  to  the  Constitution  ;  for  it  was  always 
acknowledged  that  where  an  absolute  power  may 
be  exercised,  a  conditional  power  may  also  be  ex- 
ercised. Wliat  advantage,  he  asked,  was  derived 
to  this  country  from  giving  aliens  eligibility  to 


office  ?  The  people  of  this  country  were  certainly 
equal  to  the  legislation  and  administration  of  their 
ownTjrbvernment^  comprising  all  the  aliens  who 
are  now  become  citizens.  He  had  no  doubt  but 
many  aliens  would  become  very  valuable  acquisi- 
tions to  this  country ;  but  he  had  no  idea  of  admit- 
ting them  into  the  Government.  He  did  not  wish 
to  open  the  door  to  the  intrigues  of  other  countries 
in  this  way ;  since  we  know  there  are  countries 
whose  chief  attention  is  paid  to  the  obtaining  of 
influence  in  the  int^nal  concerns  of  the  countries 
over  which  they  wish  to  have  dominion.  And  he 
could  see  it  possible  that  persons  might  be  furnish- 
ed by  such  a  country  to  come  here  and  buy  lands, 
and  oy  that  means,  in  time,  ffet  into  the  Govern- 
ment. Great  Britain,  he  said,  was  very  careful  of 
the  avenues  which  led  to  her  liberty  in  this  re- 
spect. Aliens  were  there  excluded  from  holding 
all  places  of  honor,  profit,  or  trust.  The  situation 
of  America  heretofore  was  different  from  what  it 
is  at  present.  It  had  not  only  been  thought  good 
policy,  in  times  past,  to  encourage  foreigners  to 
come  to  this  country,  but  also  to  admit  them  into 
the  Legislature,  ana  important  offices.  But  now, 
said  he,  America  is  growing  ^pto  a  nation  of 
importance,  and  it  would  be  an  object  with  foreign 
nations  to  gain  an  influence  in  our  councils ;  and, 
before  any  such  attempt  was  made,  it  was  proper 
to  make  provision  against  it ;  for  if  the  time  ever 
should  arrive  when  a  number  of  persons  of  this 
description  had  found  their  way  into  the  Legisla- 
ture, a  motion  of  this  kind  would  of  course  be  very 
odious.  If,  however,  gentlemen  were  of  a  differ- 
ent opinion,  and  think  the  object  would  be  better 
accomplished  by  extending^  the  residence  of  aliens, 
he  should  not  object  to  that  course  being  taken, 
though  he  thought  the  one  he  proposed  perfectly 
withm  the  power  of  the  House. 

Mr.  SiTGREAVES  wishcd  that,  in  attaining  an 
object  in  which  all  seemed  to  concur,  they  miffht 
avoid  any  Constitutional  embarrassment ;  and  this 
it  was  allowed  might  be  done  by  extending  the 
time  of  residence  of  aliens  so  far,  as  to  prevent 
them  from  ever  becoming  citizens,  by  which  ineans 
persons  who  could  not  be  considered  as  having  a 
common  interest  with  the  citizens  of  the  country, 
would  be  effectually  excluded  from  holding  offices 
in  the  Government. 

The  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts, he  believed,  was  Rable  to  an  objection  of 
a  different  kind.  It  proposes  that  no  alien  bom 
shall  enjoy  any  place  of  honor,  profit,  or  trust,  un- 
der the  United  States.  It  was  a  doubt  which  had 
been  sug^ted,  (and  not  yet  decided,)  in  the  busi- 
ness of  W.  Blount's  impeachment,  whether  a 
member  of  either  branch  of  the  Legislature  could 
be  considered  as  an  officer  of  Government.  This 
question  would  be  avojded  in  the  other  mode  of 
proceeding.  With  respect  to  military  employ- 
ments, he  supposed  it  would  be  improper  to  exclude 
aliens  from  them,  and  there  might  be  others  in 
which  they  might  be  properly  employed,  of  which 
the  President  and  Senate  would  l!e  the  proper 
judges.  The  great  object  was  to  prevent  such 
persons  from  being  elected  into  either  branch  of 
the  Legislature,  or  into  the  offices  of  President  or 
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Vice  President ;  offices  in  which  the  so?ereignty 
of  the  country  is  materially  concerned,  attd  in 
which,  of  course,  foreign  influence  mignt  prove 
inost  mischievous.  He  hoi)ed.  therefore,  that  the 
present  motion  would  be  withdrawn,  and  that  the 
same  object  would  be  attained  in  the  way  he  had 
mentioned. 

Mr.  Otis  withdrew  his  amendment ;  and  then 
all  the  three  resolutions  were  agreed  to,  without  a 
dissenting  voice. 

The  committee  rose,  and  reported  the  resolu- 
tions. The  two  first  were  concurred  in ;  but,  on 
the  question  being  put  on  the  third, 

Mr.  N.  Smith  said,  a  foreign  Oovernment 
might  do  an  act  tantamount  to  war,  without  de- 
claring it,  yet,  according  to  the  wording  of  the  pro- 
position, the  citizens  of  that  country  could  not  be 
removea.  He  therefore  moved  to  amend  the  pro- 
position by  adding  the  words,  "  being  native  citi- 
zens of  any  country  the  Gk)vernment  whereof 
shall  be  at  war  with  the  United  States."   - 

Mr.  Sewall  said,  the  only  objection  that  he 
had  to  this  amendment  arose  from  the  considera- 
tion that  Congress  alone  had  the  power  of  decid- 
ing on  the  question  of  war.  and  he  could  not  there- 
fore see  how  it  could  be  determined  that  any  na- 
tion was  at  war  with  u^  until  the  declaration  was 
made  by  that  nation,  or  iy  Congress. 

Mr.  Otis  wished  nis  friend  from  Connecticut 
would  admit  of  an  amendment  which  he  held  in 
his  hand,  in  the  place  of  that  which  he  had  offer- 
ed. It  was  in  the  following  words :  "or  shall  au- 
thorize hostilities  against  the  United  States." 

Mr.  N.  Smith  had  no  objection., 

Mr.  McDowell  thought  this  motion  more  ob- 
jectionable than  that  of  the  gentleman  from  Con- 
necticut. It  ought  to  be  remembered,  Mr.  McD. 
said,  that  inducements  had  bee^  held  out  to  for- 
eigners to  come  to  this  country,  and  many  of 
them  had  come  with  a  view  of  becoming  citizens 
of  this  country,  and  many,  he  believed,  were  as 
ffpod  as  any  amongst  us.  Out  of  respect  to  these 
foreigners,  he  shouU  not  wish  to  place  them  in 
the  situation  which  this  amendment  went  to  place 
them  in ;  because  it  might  be  said  hostilities  were 
authorized  when  no  war  was  declared,  and  these 
people  might  be  treated  as  if  the  nation  from 
which  they  came  was  at  war  with  us,  when  no 
war  existed.  It  had  been  said  our  population  was 
now  sufficient,  and  that  the  privileges  heretofore 
allowed  to  foreigners  might  now  l^  withdrawn. 
In  some  parts  of  the  country,  this  might,  in  some 
degree,  be  the  case ;  but  he  knew  there  were  other 
parts  which  wanted  population.  From  this  con- 
sideration, and  as  he  did  not  wish  unnecessarily 
to  distress  the  minds  of  foreigners  who  had  taken 
up  their  residence  amongst  us,  he  should  vote 
against  this  amendment. 

Mr.  J.  Williams  was  persuaded,  that,  if  this 
proposition  passed,  no  good  citizen  need  be  afraid 
ofbein^  disturbed.  He  had  no  objection  to  this 
resolution  without  the  amendment,  nor  had  he  any 
particular  objection  to  the  amendment. 

Mr.  RuTLBDGE  was  so  far  from  believing  that 
this  amendment  would  check  the  immigration  of 
foreigners,  that  he  believed  it  would  encourage  it. 


Foreigners  came  here  to  live  under  a  good  Gov- 
ernment, and  the  more  secure  the  Grovernment 
was  made,  the  greater,  would  be  their  desire  to  live 
under  it ;  and  he  believed  a  greater  security  could 
not  be  given  to  it,  than  was  proposed  to  be  given 
by  this  amendment.  It  was  wished  to  vest  a 
power  in  the  President  to  send  out  of  the  country 
persons  who  were  natives  of  a  country  with  whom 
we  are  at  war,  or  who  may  have  authorized 
hostilities  against  us.  In  fact  in  the  situation  of 
thines  in  which  we  are  now  placed,  the  President 
should  have  the  power  of  removing  such  intrigu* 
ing  agents  and  spies  as  are  now  spread  all  over 
the  country.  Wnat^  said  Mr.  R.,  would  be  the 
conduct  of  France,  if  in  our  situation  ?  In  twenty- 
four  hours  every  man  of  this  description  would 
either  be  sent  out  of  the  country  or  put  in  jail, 
and  such  conduct  was  wise.  Was  there  nothing, 
Mr.  R.  asked,  to  admonish  us  to  take  a  measure 
of  this  kind  ?  Yes,  there  was.  A  gentleman  from 
Kentucky  (Mr.  Davis)  had  said,  that  a  person 
was  in  that  State  delivering  commissions  into  the 
hand  of  every  man  who  was  so  abandoned  as  to 
receive  them.  Other  means  were  also  taken  to 
alienate  the  affection  of  our  citizens ;  and  are  we 
still,  said  he,  to  say  we  will  not  send  these  persons 
out  of  the  country  until  a  declaration  of  war  is 
made?  If  these  persons  are  suffered  to  remain, 
France  will  never  declare  war,  as  she  will  con- 
sider the  residence  of  these  men  amon^^st  us  as 
of  greater  consequence  than  the  lining  of  our  sea- 
board with  privateers,  or  covering  our  coasts  with 
men. 

Mr.  Venable  did  not  wish  to  show  any  parti- 
cular encouragement  to  foreigners ;  but,  if  persons 
thought  they  could  live  happier  here  than  m  their 
own  country,  he  should  not  object  to  their  making 
the  change.  He  could  not  agree  to  the  amend- 
ment. Suppose  hostility  was  committed  upon  the 
property  of  any  of  our  citizens  by  France,  such 
hostility  might  not  be  sufficient  cause  for  placing 
all  our  commercial  citizens  in  a  situation  of  hav- 
ing their  property  seized.  Many  cases  might  be 
deemed  hostility  by  the  Presid  nt  which  ought 
not  to  go  to  cut  off  all  communication  between  the 
citizens  of  the  two  countries.  In  such  a  case,  if 
any  of  the  citizens  of  France  should  be  taken  up 
here,  it  would  produce  a  similar  conduct  towards 
our  citizens  in  that  country,  which  would  be 
allowed  to  be  a  serious  evil. 

Mr.  Sewall  again  urged,  as  an  objection  to  this 
amendment,  the  Constitutional  power  of  Congress 
to  declare  war.  Too  many  circumstances  of 
insult  and  aggression,  he  allowed,  had  been  expe- 
rienced by  this  country  from  a  foreign  Power, 
which  might  have  been  understood  by  other  na- 
tions as  war,  and  might  have  been  so  considered 
by  this  country ;  yet,  as  it  is  an  act  of  Congress  to 
declare  war,  we  could  not  be  considered  as  at  war 
until  Congress  declared  us  to  be  in  such  a  state, 
except  war  was  declared  against  us.  This  provi- 
sion was  not  intended  for  any  particular  case,  but 
as  a  ffeneral  provision,  which  miffht  at  any  time 
be  called  forth  by  proclamation.  It  should,  there- 
fore, be  as  well  guarded  and  definite  as  possible. 
If  the  words  proposed  were  introduced,  the  oropo- 
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sition  would  be  reDdered  too  indefinite ;  and  the 
President  might  proceed  to  send  aliens  from  this 
country,  and  of  course  cause  our  citizens  in  a  for- 
ei^  country  to  be  sent  from  thence,  or  to  be  ira- 
pnsoned,  and  their  property  confiscated,  at  a  time 
when  Congress  might  not  iudge  it  expedient  to 
go  to  war.  France,  said  he,  has  now  done  towards 
the  United  States  what  might  be  considered  as 
hostility.  Suppose  we  pass  a  law  which  calls 
upon  the  President  to  act,  what  oueht  the  Presi- 
dent to  do  ?  Was  he  to  determine  tne  point  whe- 
ther France  hsis  authorized  hostilities  against  the 
United  Stfites?  If  so,  he  would  doubtless  say  she 
had,  and  in  consequence  every  Frenchman  in  this 
country  will  be  liable  to  be  removed  out  of  the 
country,  and  our  citizens  who  happen  to  be  in 
France  will  be  placed  in  the  same  situation.  Mr. 
S.  said,  though  it  miffht  be  proper  for  Congress  to 
declare  this  to  be  the  state  of  the  countrjr,  he 
thought  it  would  be  improper  to  gi?e  the  President 
this  power.  He  wished  the  power  of  sending 
persons  out  of  the  country  to  be  confined  to  such 
cases  as  were  particularly  dangerous,  which  were 
included  in  the  resolution  without  this  amendment. 
As  to  foreigners  guilty  of  crimes  against  the  Uni- 
ted States,  they  ought  to  be  apprehended  and  pun- 
ished according  to  the  existing  laws :  the  present 
reflation  was  not  pointed  at  them. 

Mr.  Otis  said,  as  his  colleague  had  chosen  to 
call  his  amendment  indefinite,  he  must  excuse 
him  when  he  said  he  considered  the  resolution 
without  it,  as  trifling  and  ineffectual,  and  argued  a 
timidity  which  ought  not  at  this  time  to  be  shown 
by  this  country ;  and  had  he  not  been  thoroughly 
acquainted  with  the  uprightness  of  intention  and 
the  purity  of  the  motives  of  his  colleague,  he  should 
really  have  doubted  whether  he  was  sincerely 
desirous  of  exerting  all  the  energies  of  the  coun- 
try in  her  defence ;  but,  beiuj^  persuaded  of  these, 
be  would  suppose  that  he  himself  was  wrong  in 
his  conception  on  this  occasion,  and  would  make 
a  few  observation^  as  to  the  ground  upon  which 
he  formed  his  opinion. 

He  believed  it  would  not  be  proper  to  wait  until 
predatory  incursions  were  made — until  the  enemy 
was  landed  in  our  country,  or  until  what  shall  be 
considered  as  threatening  or  actual  invasion  ap- 
peared— before  any  steps  were  taken  on  the  sub- 
ject now  under  consideration.  He  was  of  opinion 
that  when  an  enemy  authorized  hostilities,  that 
was  the  time  to  take  up  that  crowd  of  spies  and 
inflammatory  agents  which  overspread  the  coun- 
try like  the  locusts  of  Egypt,  and  who  were  con- 
tinually attacking  our  liberties.  The  provision 
would  doubtless  be  exercised  with  discretion.  There 
might  be  Frenchmen  in  this  city  and  others  (and 
he  doubted  not  there  were)  who  were  peaceable, 
well-disposed  persons,  and  against  whom  it  never 
could  be  thought  necessary  to  exercise  this  power; 
but  there  were  other  persons,  not  only  in  this  city, 
but  in  others,  who  have  not  only  been  extremely 
instrumental  in  fomenting  hostilities  a^inst  this 
country^  but  also  in  alienating  the  affections  of  our 
own  citizens;  and  it  was  men  of  this  description 
whom  he  wished  to  remove  from  the  country. 

It  is  proposed  by  this  resolution  to  give  the  Pre- 


sident the  power  to  remove  aliens,  when  the  coun- 
try from  which  they  come  shall  threaten  an  inva- 
sion. Some  believe  that  this  country  is  at  present 
threatened  with  an  invasion,  and  with  a  rava^  of 
our  coasts,  yet  others  say  that  the  despatches  from 
our  Envoys  only  consist  of  unauthorized  conver- 
sations with  X,  Y,  and  Z,  and  therefore  not  to  be 
relied  upon.  Mr.  O.  thought  this  a  more  indefi- 
nite power  than  that  whicn  he  proposed  to  vest  in 
the  President.  His  opinion  was,  tnat  something 
ought  to  be  done  which  should  strike  these  people 
with  terror ;  he  did  not  wish  to  give  them  an  op- 
portunity of  executing  any  of  their  seditious  and 
malignant  purposes ;  he  did  not  desire,  in  this  sea- 
son of  danger,  to  boggle  about  slight  forms,  nor  to 
pay  respect  to  treaties  already  abrogated,  but  to 
seize  these  persons,  wherever  they  could  be  found 
carrying  on  their  vile  purposes.  Without  this, 
everything  else  which  had  been  done  in  the  way 
of  defence  would  amount  to  nothing. 

Mr.  McDowell  said,  from  the  observations  of  the 
gentleman  who  had  just  sat  down,  it  would  appear 
that  hostilities  had  already  commenced  between 
this  country  and  France.  If  this  is  the  case,  and 
the  House  xnew  it,  why  not  say  so,  and  make  pre- 
parations accordingly  1  Why  pass  acts  fitted  for 
a  state  of  war,  witnout  declaring  that  that  is  the 
state  of  the  country  ?  [Mr.  Oris  said,  if  the  gen- 
tleman from  North  Carolina  would  bring  forward 
a  proposition  of  this  kind,  he  should  be  ready  to 
vote  for  it]  Mr.  McD.  expected  the  gentleman 
was  prepared  for  war,  and,  therefore,  that  he  would 
have  brought  forward  a  resolution  to  that  effect 
himself. 

.The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  (Mr. 
RtTTLEOGc)  had  not  considered  this  amendment 
with  his  usual  accuracy,  when  he  said  that  the 
adoption  of  it  would  prove  an  encouragement  to 
foreigners  to  come  to  this  country.  He  thought 
it  could  not  be  very  flattering  encouragement  to 
foreigners,  to  tell  them,  "  if  you  come  here,  and 
your  Qovemment  commits  any  act  of  hostility 
against  the  citizens  of  this  country,  you  will  be 
liable  to  be  imprisoned,  or  sent  out  of  the  country.** 

But  it  was  said  the  country  swarmed  with  spies 
and  seditious  persons.  If  this  was  the  case,  he 
should  be  glad  if  ^ntlemen  would  point  them 
out ;  if  they  could,  he  should  be  as  glad  as  they 
to  take  measures  against  them.  A  person  in 
Kentucky  had  been  alluded  to.  Under  the  au- 
thority of  Genet^  he  believed,  some  commissions 
had  been  issued  ;  but  he  did  not  believe  that  any 
had  been  issued  since.  It  was  also  known  that 
there  had  been  another  Minister  of  another  coun- 
try, who  had  adopted  a  similar  practice.  He  still 
remained  here,  and  might  still  be  carrying  on  his 
mischievous  schemes.  [The  Speaker  said  the 
resolution  was  general.]  It  was  said  that  hostil* 
ities  having  been  committed  on  our  commerce  by 
France,  they  would  authorize  a  war  with  France, 
(though  Great  Britian  had  conducted  herself 
much  in  the  same  way,  and  nothing  was  said  as 
to  her,)  and  that  therefore  the  President  ought  to 
be  empowered  to  send  all  Frenchmen  out  of  the 
country,  however  peaceably  they  might  be  resid- 
ing here,  if  he  thought  proper  to  di^  so.  This  he 
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could  not  consent  to.  It  was  too  large  a  power. 
He  should  therefore  vote  against  the  amendment 

Mr.  SiTQREAVES  Considered  this  as  one  of  the 
essential  features  of  the  system  of  defence  about 
which  Congress  had  been  employed  during  the 
present  session,  in  order  to  enable  us  to  meet  the 
dangers  which  threaten  us.  He  beliered,  that 
though  it  might  be  extremely  wise  and  prudent 
to  enter  into  regulations  for  securing  our  peace  at 
all  future  periods,  yet  it  was  most  particularly 
their  duty  to  concert  measures  of  defence  and  pro- 
tection in  our  present  exigencies.  He  believed 
the  business  of  aefence  would  be  very  imperfect- 
hr  done,  if  they  confined  their  operations  of  de- 
fence to  land  and  naval  forces,  and  neglected  to 
destroy  the  cankerworm  which  is  corroding  in 
the  heart  of  the  country.  There  could  be  no 
•question  on  this  subject.  It  is  well  understood  by 
every  member  of  the  community.  There  is  no 
occasion  for  specific  proof  that  tnere  are  a  great 
number  of  aliens  in  this  country  from  that  nation 
with  whom  we  have  at  present  alarming  differ- 
ences; that  there  are  emissaries  amongst  us,  who 
have  not  only  fomented  our  differences  with  that 
•country,  but  who  have  endeavored  to  create  di- 
visions amongst  our  own  citizens.  They  are, 
aaid  he,  assiduously  employed  at  this  moment,  and 
it  is  much  to  be  lamented  that  there  exists  no  au- 
thority to  restrain  the  evil.  It  was  therefore  pe- 
culiarly incumbent  on  Congress  to  add  to  their 
other  measures  of  defence,  such  powers  as  will 
protect  the  country  against  this  evil.  He  believ- 
ed this  could  not  be  effected  without  the  adoption 
of  some  such  principle  as  that  under  considera- 
tion. If  the  power  was  too  limited,  the  enemy 
would  not  be  met.  There  could  be  no  difficulty. 
Mr.  S.  said,  in  point  of  right.  All  understand 
the  rights  to  whicn  aliens  are  entitled  by  the  laws 
of  nations.  They  are  no  more  than  the  rights  of 
hospitality,  and  this  right  varies  according  to  the 
relation  in  which  the  country  from  which  they 
come,  and  that  in  which  they  reside,  is  peaceable, 
or  otherwise. 

We  do  not  owe  to  the  citizens  of  France  resi- 
dents in  this  country  (since  France  had  been 
mentioned)  the  same  hospitalities  which  we  owe 
to  those  foreigners  who  are  alien  friends ;  thouj^h 
he  confessed  there  were  rights  of  hospitality 
which  could  not  be  done  away  in  time  of  war, 
particularly  as  it  respects  alien  merchants,  which 
were  provided  for  in  this  resolution.  And  except 
a  person  had  an  actual  agency  in  designs  which 
would  endanger  the  peace  of  the  country,  though 
he  was  ordered  out  of  the  country,  a  free  passage 
would  be  given  to  himself  and  effects;  and  if  ac- 
tually engaged  in  designs  against  the  country, 
there  would  be  a  strong  necessity  for  restraining 
the  liberty  of  any  such  persons. 

It  fauad  been  well  asked,  whether  we  ought  to 
wait  till  the  enemf  landed,  before  any  measures 
were  taken  to  remove  persons  from  the  country, 
who  would  be  ready  to  join  them  by  thousands, 
or  take  advantage  of  knowledge  we  have  of  their 
hostile  intentions  towards  us?  He  thought  there 
oould  be  no  doubt  on  the  subject.  He  knew  there 
were  aliens  in  this  country,  of  valuable  charac- 


ters, whose  acquaintance  ought  to  be  cherished 
and  cultivated.  Such  men  would  be  in  no  dan- 
ger from  the  proposed  provision.  It  was  meant 
only  to  operate  against  factious  and  bad  men,  who 
abuse  the  liberty  allowed  to  them  of  residing  in 
this  country,  and  these  all  must  see  the  necessitj- 
of  attending  to.  France,  said  he,  will  not  admit 
an  alien  of  any  description  to  reside  in  her  coun- 
try without  a  card  of  hospitality,  and  shall  Con- 
gress scruple  to  go  the  length  of  this  amendment? 
He  hoped  not. 

Mr.  Allen  said,  he  would  move  an  amend- 
ment which  would  supersede  that  under  consider- 
ation^ by  making  the  resolution  extend  to  all  aliens 
in  this  country.  He  wished  to  iretain  none  of  tha 
restraints  which  are  in  the  present  resolution. 
Nothing^  but  his  respect  for  the  gentleman  who 
made  this  report(Mr.  »EWALL)woiud  have  prevent- 
ed him  from  suspecting  that  there  existed  some  lat- 
ent and  mischievous  design  in  this  business. '  The 
proposition  goes  upon  the  supposition  that  none 
but  the  citizens  of  a  particular  nation  can  be 
dangerous  to  this  country ;  whereas  he  believed 
that  there  are  citizens  of  several  other  countries 
who  are  as  dangerous,  who  have  dispositions 
equally  hostile  to  this  country  with  the  French — 
he  believed  more  so.  He  believed  the  wh<^ 
country  was  aware  of  this.  Mr.  A.  alluded  to 
the  vast  number  of  naturalizations  which  lately 
took  place  in  this  city  to  support  a  particular  par- 
ty in  a  particular  election.  It  did  not  appear  to 
him  necessary  to  have  the  exercise  of  this  poorer 
depend  upon  any  contingency,  such  as  a  tkreat- 
eninff  of  invasion,  or  war,  before  it  could  be  exer- 
cised. He  wished  the  President  to  have  it  at  all 
times.  He  moved  an  amendment  to  this  e£Eect, 
which  went  to  enable  the  President  to  remove  at 
any  time  the  citizen  of  any  foreign  country 
whatever,  not  a  citizen,  regarding  the  treaties 
with  such  countries.  If  jrentlemen  took  a  view 
of  the  different  States  of  Europe  which  had  been 
subdued  by  the  French,  Mr.  A.  said,  they  would 
not  think  it  either  wise  or  prudent  to  wait  for  an 
invasion,  or  threatened  invasion,  before  this  pow- 
er was  put  in  execution.  Venice,  Switzerland 
and  Rome,  had  been  overcome  by  means  of  the 
agents  of  the  French  nation,  at  a  time  when  they 
were  in  a  much  less  alarming  situation  than  we 
are  at  present ;  and  the  first  disturbance  in  those 
countries  was  made  the  pretext  of  open  hostility. 
This  has  been  the  effect  of  diplomatic  agency  ;  of 
emissaries  within  and  without,  who  have  bred 
quarrels,  for  the  purpose  of  forming  pretexts  for 
measures  which  have  led  to  the  subjugation  of 
those  countries.  He  believed  there*  we  re  citizens 
in  this  country  who  would  be  ready  to  join  a  for- 
eign Power  in  assisting  to  subjugate  their  coun- 
try. What  passed  before  our  eyes,  and  every  day 
onended  our  ears,  were  so  many  proofs  of  it.  Not 
many  weeks  ago  open  threats  were  made  to  dis- 
turb the  peace  of  tne  country.  He  hoped,  there- 
fore, with  all  these  things  betore  them,  the  amend- 
ment which  he  had  proposed  would  be  agreed  to.  * 

Mr.  Sbwall  said,  bemg  one  of  the  committee 
who  made  this  report,  be  supposed  he  fell  in  for  a 
share  of  that  censure  which  nad  been  so  liberally 
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ca»t  upOQ  it  by  bis  colleague,  and  tbe  gentleman 
last  up  from  Connecticut.  Tbe  gentleman  from 
Connecticut  bad  tbougbt  fit  to  condemn  tbe  com- 
mittee for  not  baying  considered  cases  wbicb 
were  not  referred  to  tbem.  It  was  not  referred  to 
tbem  to  consider  wbat  France  bad  done  in  all 
otber  countries  witb  wbom  sbe  bad  bad  disputes, 
or  wbat  tbis  country  sbould  do  against  France ; 
but  wbat  sbould  be  done  witb  respect  to  aliens  in 
tbis  country  generally.  Civil  policy  regarded 
aliens^  in  two  ti^bts,  viz :  alien  friends  and  alien 
enemies.  He  did  not  contemplate  tbe  making  of 
tbis  country  a  wail  against  all  aliens  wbatever ; 
or  tbat  no  alien  sbould  come  bere  witbout  being 
subject  to  an  arbitrary  authority,  sucb  as  is  known 
only  to  the  French  Directory.  If  the  existence 
of  such  a  power  as  shall  be  able  to  place  every 
alien  in  the  country  in  a  dungeon,  was  necessary 
to  quiet  the  fears  and  apprehensions  of  the  gen 
tlemdn  from  Connecticut,  he  sbould  not  be  will- 
ing to  grant  it.  Indeed,  it  appeared  to  him  that 
the  fears  and  apprehensions  of  tbat  gentleman 
arose  from  some  defect  in  bis  own  organization, 
or  disease  of  his  body  (which  be  believed  might 
be  better  cured  by  the  physician,  than  by  any 
thing  else)  rather  than  from  any  real  ground  of 
alarm. 

WhaL  said  Mr.  S.^is  to  be  feared  from  the  resi- 
dence or  aliens  amongst  us  ?  Anything^  to  ruin 
the  country  1  He  acknowledged  many  inconve- 
niences arose  from  tbis  circumstance,  but  more 
from  our  own  unnatural  children,  wno,  in  the 
bosom  of  their  parent,  conspired  her  destruction. 
But  did  the  gentleman  wish  to  increase  the  evil, 
by  saying  that  persons  born  in  foreign  countries, 
however  regular  and  orderljr  their  conduct  may 
be,  shall  be  liable  to  be  imprisoned,  or  sent  out  of 
the  country,  but  that  citizens  of  tbis  country,  how- 
ever reprehensible  their  conduct,  should  have  no- 
thing to  fear?  Tbe  committee  were  not  called 
upon  to  report  on  this  point.  He  was  himself  of 
opinion  that  more  ought  to  be  done^  and  tbat  ali- 
ens from  any  country  sbould  be  liable  to  be  re- 
moved, in  case  of  misbehaviour;  but  be  did  not 
wish  to  leave  the  business  wholly  witb  tbe  Presi- 
dent of  th^  United  States.  The  committee  had 
reported  only  in  part ;  they  had  yet  to  consider 
wnat  steps  would  be  proper  to  be  taken  against 
aliens,  or  citizens,  guilty  of  criminal  proceedings ; 
bat  when  gentlemen  saw  tbe  addresses  which 
were  pouring  in  from  all  parts  of  tbe  country  in 
favor  of  the  measures  whicn  bad  been  pursued  by 
€k)vernment,  and  expressions  of  determination  to 
support  every  measure  in  defence  of  their  coun- 
try, was  anything  to  be  feared  from  a  handful  of 
aliens  ?  It  was  a  reproach  to  the  country  to  sup- 
pose it.  If  aliens  were  found  to  be  guilty  of  se- 
ditious practices,  let  them  be  restricted ;  out  not 
placed  under  an  arbitrary  authority.  He  never 
wished  to  see  the  Gk)vernment  of  this  country  in 
such  a  situation.  Our  situation,  said  Mr.  S.,  is 
not  like  that  of  the  Directory  or  France,  whom 
all  of  the  nation  are  cursing ;  we  have,  there- 
fore, no  necessity  for  tbe  strong  measures  adopted 
by  them.  But  if  ^ntlemen  were  determined  to 
arrest  eyery'alien  in  the  country,  let  them  bring 


forward  a  resolution  of  that  kind  ;  but,  in  making 
regulations  against  alien  enemies,  let  us  not  sub- 
ject every  foreigner  who  comes  to  tbis  country, 
however  well  intended  be  may  be.  to  the  fear  or 
a  dungeon  or  removal.  If  gentlemen  wished  to 
make  tbe  resolution  more  general,  and  to  provide 
for  cases,  in  wbicb  war  was  first  declared  by  this 
country,  though  be  had  before  said  he  did  not 
think  it  necessary,  be  had  no  objection  to  indulge 
them,  by  inserting  the  words.  "  between  which 
and  the  United  States  there  shall  exist  a  declared 
state  of  war."  But  unless  tbe  United  States  were 
inclined  to  assume  the  character  of  the  Turks  or 
Arabs,  sucb  a  regulation  as  was  recommended  by 
the  gentleman  from  Connecticut  could  not  be 
adopted.  / 

Mr.  Allen  had  no  particular  anxiety  that  tbe 
resolution  should  pass  to  the  extent  which  he  bad 
proposed.  If  gentlemen  did  not  think  it  necessary 
ne  should  not  persist  in  it  He  was  sorry  the  gen* 
tleman  from  Massachusetts  should  have  discover- 
ed in  him  any  disease  of  body  wbicb  was  capable 
of  givioff  rise  to  personal  fear.  He  believed  he 
possessed  as  little  as  most  men.  As  to  the  neces- 
sity of  tbe  measure  which  he  bad  proposed,  he 
would  mention  two  circumstances  which  led  him 
to  think  it  necessary.  A  person  in  tbis  city,  who 
has  too  respectable  a  standing,  and  who  is  doing 
too  much  business  in  it,  has  declared  that  he  wish- 
es to  see  a  French  army  land  in  tbis  country,  and 
that  be  would  do  all  in  bis  power  to  further  their 
landing.  He  had  heard  nearly  tbe  same  thing 
from  another  quarter.  He  thought,  therefore,  that 
there  ought  to  exist  a  power  which  should  be  able 
to  send  such  persons  out  of  tbe  country.  Not  that 
he  was  himself  either  afraid  of  being  assassinated 
or  having  the  city  burnt.  But  tbe  chairman  of 
tbe  committee  baa  said,  tbat  this  subject  was  yet 
before  tbem.  Tbis  he  did  not  know,  before  the 
gentleman  said  so;  for,  having  maae  a  report 
upon  the  subject,  he  supposed  tney  had  done  all 
they  intended  to  ^o  upon  it. 

Mr.  Dana  was  opposed  to  tbis  amendment.  He 
thought  the  provisions  of  this  resolution  ought  to 
be  made  definite,  as  it  contemplated  regulations 
which  Consrress  would  be  willing  to  have  in  ex- 
istence at  all  future  times ;  and  mough  tbe  prin- 
ciples upon  which  the  residence  or  aliens  was 
regulated  is  laid  down  in  the  law  of  nations,  as  it 
relates  to  monarchical  Gk)verQments.  yet,  in  this 
country,  where  tbe  sovereignty  of  tne  country  is 
vested  by  the  Constitution  in  Congress,  these  reg- 
ulations must  be  fixed  by  law.  Tbe  daiu^er  of  war 
with  which  tbe  country  was  threatened  had  forced 
tbe  subiect  upon  Congress  at  tbis  time,  and  this 
beinir  the  case,  he  was  desirous  of  adopting  some 
regqlations  of  a  permanent  nature  respecting  iu 
If  any  other  regulations  were  necessary  with 
respect  to  our  present  situation  with  France,  he 
thought  they  ought  to  be  made  special  and  tem- 
porary. 

Mr.  Allen  withdrew  his  amendment;  whea 

Mr.  Otis's  proposition  returned,  the  question 
on  which  was  put  and  negatived — 55  to  27. 

Mr.  Sewall  made  the  motion  which  he  bad 
suggested  when  he  was  last  up,  viz :  to  add  the 
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words,  "betweea  which  and  the  United  States 
shall  exist  a  slate  of  war." 

Mr.  Otis  hoped  this  motioa  would  not  prevail, 
as  he  thought  it  would  deprive  the  resolution  of 
every  good  feature  which  it  at  present  possessed ; 
for  it  would  prevent  the  exercise  of  the  power  in 
any  other  case  than  in  a  state  of  war ;  and  as  all 
the  expressions  were  fliture,  it  supposed  that  such 
a  state  did  not  exist  at  present,  ile  confessed  he 
set  no  value  at  all  upon  any  law.  unless  it  was 
adapted  to  the  present  exigencies  of  the  country. 
Qentlemen  might  talk  as  they  pleased  ahout  per- 
manent regulations;  he  helieved  they  ought  to 
provide  against  the  residence  of  alien  enemies 
exbtinff  in  the  bosom  of  the  country,  as  the  root 
of  all  the  evil  which  we  are  at  present  experi- 
encing, and  he  could  not  conceive  any  mode  of 
doing  this,  but  by  applying  the  remedy  immedi- 
ately to  the  evil.  Gentlemen  talk  about  a  decla- 
ration of  war.  No  such  thing  scarcely  ever  pre- 
cedes war.  War  and  the  declaration  of  war  come 
together,  like  thunder  and  lightning.  Indeed,  if 
France  nnds  she  can  enfeeble  our  councils  by  re- 
fraining to  declare  war,  and  that  we  will  take  no 
measures  of  effectual  defence  until  this  is  done,  it 
is  probable  she  will  not  declare  it,  but  continue  to 
annoy  us  as  at  present.  He  therefore  thought,  if  the 
select  committee  had  not  been  ripe  for  making  a 
report  fully  on  this  subject,  they  ought  to  have 
delayed  it  until  they  were. 

Mr.  Sbwall  explained. 

Mr.  SiTGRBAVES  said,  he  had  suffered  no  little 
from  finding  the  difference  of  opinion  which  ex- 
isted between  the  chairman  of  the  committee  who 
made  the  report  on  this  subject,  and  gentlemen 
who  usually  voted  with  him.  He  saw  that  differ- 
ence of  opinion  was  essential  and  radical.  He 
did  not  mean  tojg;o  into  the  subject,  but  merely  to 
make  a  proposition,  and  call  the  yeas  and  nays 
upon  it.  it  was  to  add  the  words,  '*  or  shall  de- 
clare hostility  against  the  United  States." 

Mr.  Davis  moved  a  postponement  of  this  ques- 
tion till  to-morrow,  as  ne  wished  time  to  consider 
of  it.  He  had  some  doubts  as  to  the  constitution- 
ality of  such  a  provision. 

Mr.  SiTQREAVBS  had  no  objection  to  a  {>ost- 
ponement,  if  time  was  wanted  for  consideration ; 
out  he  could  not  see  on  what  Constitutional 
ground  this  motion  could  be  objected  to. 

Mr.  Gallatin  was  in  favor  of  the  postpone- 
ment. He  would  suggest  to  his  colleague  that 
part  of  the  Constitution  which  might  be  in  the 
way  of  this  motion.  A  distinction  was  made  by 
it  tfetween  actual  hostility  and  war. 

If  it  had  only  gone  to  have  made  a  difference 
between  declared  and  actual  war,  by  striking  out 
the  word  "  declare,"  it  would  have  removed  the 
objection.  If  there  be  a  difference  between  a  state 
of  war  and  of  actual  hostility,  there  is  also  a  dif- 
ference in  the  relation  between  alien  subiects  of 
a  nation  with  whom  we  are  at  war,  and  tnose  of 
a  nation  with  whom  we  are  in  a  state  of  actual 
hostility.  If  this  distinction  be  correct,  by  turn- 
ing to  the  9th  section  of  the  Constitution,  it  is 
found  that  the  migration  of  such  persons  as  any 
of  the  States  shall  think  proper  to  admit,  shall  not 


be  prohibited  by  Congress,  prior  to  the  year  1808. 
He  understood  it,  however,  to  be  a  sound  principle 
that  alien  enemies  might  be  removed,  although 
the  emigration  of  persons  be  not  pronibited  by 
the  States,  by  a  principle  which  existed  prior  to 
the  Constitution,  and  coeval  with  the  law  of  nar 
tions.  The  question  was,  therefore,  whether  the 
citizens  or  suojects  of  nations  in  actual  hostility 
can  be  considered  as  alien  enemies.  The  term 
^'actual  hostility,"  is  vague  in  its  nature,  and 
would  introduce  doubt  as  to  its  true  import.  Ha 
should,  therefore,  be  in  favor  of  the  postponement, 
excent  the  mover  would  consent  to  have  the  wora 
"declare"  struck  out  in  the  way  he  had  men-^ 
tioned. 

The  question  for  a  postponement  was  put  and 
carried  \  and  the  two  nrst  resolutions  were  refers 
red  to  a  select  committee,  to  report  a  bill  or  bill* 
accordingly. 

GEORGU  LANDS. 

Mr.  PiNCKNEY,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  memorial  and  remonstrance  of 
the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  G^rgia,  made  a 
report.  The  memorial  states,  that  the  State  of 
Georgia  obtained  from  the  Creek  Indians  a  ces- 
sion of  the  county  of  Tallahassee,  but  that  the 
United  States,  at  the  treaty  of  New  York,  ceded 
it  back  to  the  Indians ;  they,  therefore,  pray  com^ 
pensation.  The  committee  recommends  compen- 
sation to  be  made.  The  report  was  committed 
for  Thursday. 

Friday,  May  4. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Harper,  the  House  took  up 
the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  respect- 
ing the  compensation  of  clerks ;  which  the  Senate 
insist  upon.  Mr.  H.  moved  to  recede  from  their 
disagreement,  but  the  motion  was  negatived — 2HB 
to  31. 

Mr.  Macon  then  moved  to  adhere  to  their  dis- 
agreement ;  which  vote  was  carried— 42  to  32. 
PRESENTS  TO  MINISTERS. 

Mr.  Bayard  called  for  the  order  of  the  day  on 
the  resolation  from  the  Senate  granting  leave  to 
Mr.  Pinckney,  our  late  Ambassador  to  Great  Bri- 
tain and  Spain,  to  receive  certain  presents  from 
those  Courts,  on  his  taking  leave.  The  House 
accordingly  went  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  subject,  and  the  resolution  having  been 
read, 

Mr.  Bayard  moved  that  the  committee  concur. 

Mr.  McDowell  said,  this  was  a  new  subject, 
and,  as  it  struck  him,  of  importance.  Notwith- 
standing he  felt  as  much  disposed  as  any  member 
of  the  committee  to  do  everything  respectful  to  ^ 
our  late  Minister  to  London  and  Madrid,  yet,' 
when  he  looked  upon  the  Constitution,  and  reflect- 
ed upon  the  intention  of  the  clause  wnich  forbids 
the  receiving  of  presents  by  our  Ministers,  and 
the  conse<j[uences  which  must  flow  from  a  prece- 
dent of  this  kind,  he  could  not  easily  bring  him- 
self to  consent  to  it,  unless  some  gentleman  could 
show  the  propriety  or  necessity  of  it  in  a  stronger 
light  than  he  at  present  saw  it.  If  we  allow  our 
Ministers  to  receive  presents  from4preign  Courts, 
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on  their  taking  leave,  we  must  also  calculate  upon 
giving  presenu  to  all  the  foreign  Ministers  who 
come  here,  and  these,  we  have  every  reason  to  ex- 
pect, will  be  constantly  increasing.  Besides,  he  ob- 
jected to  the  principle  of  these  presents.  What  are 
they  given  for  ?  He  supposed  it  was  to  gain  their 
friendly  offices  and  good  wishes  towards  the  coun- 
try who  gave  them.  He  thought  this  improper ; 
and  he  believed  it  would  be  well  now  to  put  a 
stop  to  the  business,  as  a  fairer  opportunity  could 
never  occur  of  trying  the  principle,  for  if  it  ever 
could  be  allowedL  in  consideration  of  public  ser- 
Tice8,it  could  not  be  better  deserved  than  in  the  pre- 
sent case ;  but,  believing  the  principle  to  be;  a  bad 
one,  he  should,  therefore,  be  opposed  to  it. 

Mr.  Batard  said,  ever^  Consututional  objection 
must  vanish  on  a  single  view  of  the  article,  because 
it  allows  that  presents  may  be  received,  if  the  con- 
sent of  Congress  is  obtained ;  and,  so  far  from  the 
Constitution  insinuating  that  it  would  be  bad  policy 
to  allow  these  presents  to  be  received,  it  proves 
that  they  might  be  received  if  inconvenience  in 
receiving  them  could  be  avoided.  He  supposed 
the  Constitutional  provision  was  meant  to  oblige 
Ministers  to  make  known  to  the  world  whatever 
presents  they  might  receive  from  foreign  Courts, 
and  to  place  themselves  in  such  a  situation  as  to 
make  it  impossible  for  them  to  be  unduly  influenced 
by  any  sucn  presents.  Indeed,  he  supposed  these 
presents  would  produce  a  directly  contrary  effect, 
for  when  a  Minister  was  known  to  have  received* 
a  present  of  this  kind,  he  would  naturally  be  par- 
ticularly careful  of  all  his  actions,  lest  he  should 
be  supposed  to  be  improperly  biassed.  If  presents 
were  allowed  to  be  received  without  number,  and 
privately,  they  might  produce  an  improper  effect, 
Dy  seducing  men  from  an  honest  attachment  for 
their  country,  in  favor  of  that  which  was  loading 
them  with  favors ;  but  any  evil  of  this  kind  was 
securely  avoided  by  the  notoriety  of  the  act. 

What,  said  Mr.  B.,  is  this  present  ?  It  is  a  gold 
snuff-box,  a  gold  chain,  a  picture,  or  some  trifling 
thing,  which  could  have  no  possible  operation 
upon  any  man.  It  was  necessary,  he  believed,  to 
attend  to  these  little  civilities  and  ceremonies,  as  the 
want  of  attention  .to  theni  often  produced  hostility 
between  nations.  He  had  some  doubt  from  the 
Constitution,  whether  it  was  necessary  in  this 
case,  to  have  applied  to  Congress  at  all  for  leave 
to  have  received  these  presents,  as  the  office  of  this 

fentleman  had  expired  before  they  were  offered. 
Tnder  the  old  articles  of  Confecieration,  a  like 
provision  was  in  being,  only  that  the  receipt  of 

S resents  by  our  Ministers  was  positively  forbid- 
en,  without  any  exception  about  leave  of  Con- 
gress; but  their  being  allowed  to  be  received 
*  under  the  present  Gk>vernment,  by  consent  of 
Congress,  shows  that  they  miffht  be  received  in 
certain  cases.  He  had  indeed,  been  informed  that, 
notwithstanding  the  prohibition  under  the  former 
Constitution,  presents  were  frequently  received  by 
Ministers ;  for,  though  persons  holding  offices  were 
forbidden  to  receive  presents,  the  moment  their 
office  ceased,  and  they  became  private  individu- 
als, they  were  no  longer  prohibited  from  receiving 
any  presents   which  nught  be  offered  to  them. 


Under  these  circumstances  he  thought  the  resolu- 
tion ou^ht  to  be  agreed  to. 

Mr.  W.  C.  Claiborne  hoped  the  present  reso- 
lution would  not  be  adopted.  When  this  subject 
was  first  brought  into  view,  he  felt  inclined  to  fa* 
vor  the  request.  This  first  impression  arose  from 
his  great  personal  respect  for  the  applicant,  and 
the  desire  he  felt  to  gratify  his  wishes.  But,  upon 
a  little  reflection,  it  appeared  to  him  that  policy 
dictated  the  propriety  of  rejecting  the  present  res- 
olution. So  far  as  relates  to  the  constitutionality 
of  receiving  the  presents  in  question,  he  thought 
no  member  would  join  in  opinion  with  the  mem- 
ber from  Delaware  last  up.  By  recurring  to  the 
letter  of  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr. 
PiNCKNBT,)  it  would  appear  that  these  presents 
were  ofiered  to  him  when  he  was  about  to  take 
leave  ot  the  Courts  to  which  he  was  Minister. 
He  was,  of  course,  at  that  time,  the  Minister  of 
the  United  States,  and  came  within  the  Constitu- 
tional prohibition. 

This  prohibition  in  the  Constitution  appeared 
to  him  to  be  bottomed  on  sound  policy,  and  of 
great  importance  to  the  security,  the  happiness, 
and  freedom  of  the  nation.  [Mr.  C.  read  the 
clause.]  The  object  of  this  clause  appeared  to  hira 
very  different  from  what  had  been  stated  to  be  its 
object  by  the  gentleman  from  Delaware.  He  be- 
lieved it  was  intended  to  lock  up  every  door  to 
foreign  influence,  to  the  influence  of  Courts  and 
Monarchies,  which  could  not  but  prove  baneful 
to  every  free  country.  He  had  been  told  that  it 
was  the  custom  of  Europe,  when  a  favorite 
Minister  was  about  to  take  his  departure,  not 
only  to  present  him  with  presents,  but  also  to 
confer  a  title  upon  him ;  and  if  the  leave  now 
asked  was  granted,  a  precedent  would  be  estab- 
lished which  he  apprehended  would,  at  a  future 
day,  bring  the  question  before  Congress,  whether 
leave  should  be  given  for  a  citizen  of  this  country 
to  receive  a  title  from  a  foreign  Monarch,  and  thus 
all  the  folly  and  vices  of  European  Courts  will  be 
brought  up  for  discussion  before  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States ;  and  he  had  no  doubt  charac- 
ters might  be  found  who  would  desire  such  a  dis- 
tinction, and  others  who  would  advocate  the 
granting  of  it.  On  the  contrary,  he  was  persuaded 
that,  if  the  vote  of  this  House  negatived  the  pre- 
sent resolution,  no  future  application  would  be 
made  on  this  subject.  The  reason,  in  his  opinion, 
which  induced  the  insertion  of  a  clause  in  the 
Constitution  that  presents  might  be  received  when 
leave  of  Congress  was  obtained,  was  this :  That, 
in  the  course  of  events,  a  case  might  exist  in  which 
it  might  be  proper  for  a  citizen  of  the  United 
Sattes  to  receive  a  present  from  a  foreign  Got- 
ernment.  Many,  perhaps,  might  be  named;  he 
thought  of  one :  Suppose  an  officer  of  our  Nary 
were  to  render  essential  service  to  the  vessel  of  a 
foreign  Power  in  distress  on  the  high  seas,  it 
might  be  proper,  in  such  a  case,  for  Congress  to 
permit  the  officer  to  receive  any  suitable  present 
as  a  reward  for  his  service  and  benevolent  exer- 
tions in  the  cause  of  the  unfortunate.  But,  he 
believed,  in  all  ordinary  cases,  every  present  ought 
{o  be  rejected. 
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Mr.  Otis  saw  do  ground  for  the  apprehensions 
which  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  had  mani- 
fested, as  to  the  effects  to  be  produced  by  concur- 
ring in  the  resolution  now  before  them.  When 
every  present  to  be  received  must  be  laid  before 
Congress,  no  fear  need  be  apprehended  from  the 
.  effects  of  any  such  presents.  For,  it  must  be  pre- 
sumed, that  the  gentleman  who  makes  the  appli- 
cation has  done  his  duty,  as  he,  at  the  moment  he 
makes  the  application,  comes  before  his  country 
to  be  judged.  In  the  present  case,  he  supposed 
no  idea  could  be  entertained  that  our  Minister 
had  not  done  his  duty,  or  that  he  had  been  bribed 
by  a  foreign  Power,  as  a  reason  for  not  granting 
the  request  But  it  was  strange  that  gentlemen 
should  assert  that,  if  presents  were  allowed  to  be 
received,  Congress  might  next  be  asked  to  consent 
to  the  introduction  of  titles;  for  the  Constitution 
ejqpressly  says,  presents  may  be  received,  but,  with 
lespect  to  titles,  it  says,  "  no  title  of  nobility  shall 
be  granted." 

[Mr.  Claibornb  said,  those  were  not  the  words 
of  the  Constitution  to  which  he  alluded.  What 
he  had  reference  to  was  the  following:  "  No  per- 
son holding  any  office  of  profit  or  trust  under  the 
United  States,  shall,  without  the  consent  of  Con- 
gress, accept  of  any  present,  emolument,  office,  or 
titUj  of  any  kind  whatever,  from  any  King,  Prince, 
or  foreign  State."] 

The  first  part,  Mr.  O?  said,  was  distinct  from 
the  last  Titles  of  nobility  were  expressly  forbid- 
den ;  but  presents^  emoluments,  offices,  or  titles, 
(not  titles  of  Mobility,)  might  be  received  bv  the 
consent  of  Congress.  But  as  no  title  of  nooility 
could  be  ffrant^,  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee 
need  not  be  alarmed  on  this  ground.  If  such  titles 
had  not  been  excluded,  he  snould  have  supposed 
that,  at  this  time  of  day,  when  titles  were  going  so 
&8t  out  of  fashion,  there  could  be  no  fear  of 
their  obtaining  here.  The  intention  of  the  Consti- 
tution must  have  been,  that  these  presents  should 
be  received,  on  their  being  made  known  to  Con- 
gress, otherwise  the  clause  would  have  been  per- 
emptory, as  under  the  old  Congress. 

Mr.  0.  said  it  was  altogether  a  matter  of  dis- 
cretion in  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina, 
whether  or  not  ne  had  asked  consent  to  receive 
the  presents  in  question ;  for  he  is  at  present  no 
officer  of  the  United  States,  and  he  might  receive 
them  as  a  private  citizen.  He  believed  he  had  a 
perfect  right  to  do  so.  though  it  might  not  consist 
with  the  delicacy  ot  his  character.  Mr.  O.  said 
he  had  it  from  the  best  authority,  that,  even  under 
the  old  Confederation,  though  presents  were 
unconditionally  prohibited,  Dr.  Franklin,  Mr.  Jef- 
ferson, and  Mr.  Laurens,  received  the  customary 
presents  on  their  departure  from  the  foreign  Courts 
at  which  they  were  employed.  Thev,  to  be  sure, 
communicated  the  fact  to  Congress  alter  they  had 
received  them.  And  they  received  them  for  a 
good  reason^  because  they  could  not  refuse  them 
without  giving  umbrage  to  the  Courts  which  pre- 
sented them.  He,  therefore,  thought  it  very  im- 
proper for  gentlemen  to  suggest  difficulties  of  the 
Idnd  which  had  been  brought  forward,  as  if  the 
l^tleman  making  the  application  was  peraonaUy 


concerned — it  could  not  be  considered  as  any  ob- 
ject to  him.  The  question  was  merely  whether 
we  would  conform  or  not  to  the  customs  and 
usages  of  other  nations,  with  the  presents  in  ques- 
tion ;  in  which  there  certainly  could  he  nothing 
either  dangerous  or  alarming. 

Mr.  Macon  had  no  doubt  Congress  had  a  right 
to  grant  leave  to  receive  the  presents  in  question, 
and  believed  the  determination  in  this  case  woulu 
fix  the  usage  in  future.  He  believed  an  applica- 
tion could  never  be  made  to  the  House,  in  which 
there  could  be  less  objection  to  the  applicant,  than 
in  the  present  case.  He  was  convinced  that  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  need  not  to  have 
said  that  this  was  no  object  to  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina.  He  was  sure  no  one  thought  so. 
He  believed  it  was  improper  to  bring  any  personal 
considerations  into  the  question.  He  was  sure 
there  had  not  been  a  more  popular  act  done  for 
this  country  ior  along  time4haB  the  treaty  which 
that  gentleman  had  concluded  with  Spain.  But 
the  committee  were  told  that  this  resolution  ought 
to  be  adopted,  because  it  was  a  European  custom. 
If,  said  he,  we  adopt  this  custom,  we  must  adopt 
another — that  of  paying  foreign  Ministers  who 
come  here.  And  he  owned  he  should  not  be  willing 
to  see  any  of  them  carry  off  the  money  of  his  con- 
stituents, because  he  did  not  think  the  conduct -of 
any  of  them,  was  deserving  of  such  a  fee. 

The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  had  made 
a  conditional  refusal  of  the  presents  offered  to 
him,  and  he  now  wishes  the  point  to  be  settled  by 
Congress,  whether  he  shall  receive  these  presents 
or  not  He  had  no  idea,  whether  these  presents 
were  a  gold  snuff-box,  a  gold  chain,  a  picture,  or 
three  hundred  guineas,  they  could  possibly  have 
any  effect  upon  the  applicant.  Nor  had  he  much 
fear  about  the  introduction  of  titles  into  this  coun- 
try ;  for  if  any  such  thing  were  ever  proposed, 
there  would  be  such  a  scramble  for  the  highest, 
among  certain  gentlemen,  that  .he  believed  it 
would  be  a  security  against  any. 

Mr.  M.  said  it  might  not  always  happen  that 
the  applicants  for  leave  to  receive  these  presents 
were  free  from  objection ;  and.  in  such  cases,  very 
unpleasant,  and  probably  very  lengthy,  discussions 
would  take  place.  He  hoped,  therefore,  the  cus- 
tom would  now  be  put  an  end  to. 

Mr.  Batard  remarked  that  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee  seemed  to  be  greatly  alarmed,  lest  the 
aereeing  to  this  resolution  snould  destroy  the 
lioerties  of  the  country  ;  and  that  a  precedent  of 
leave  beinff  given  to  a  Minister  to  accept  of  a 
grold  snuff-box  or  a  gold  chain,  should  hereafter  be 
brought  as  a  sanction  to  the  granting  of  titles  of 
nobility.  But  he  asked  the  gentleman,  as  a  lawyrer, 
whether  he  conceived  that  a  precedent  for  granting 
permission  to  a  Minister  to  receive  a  snuff-box 
could  be  adduced  as  a  precedent  for  granting 
titles  of  nobility  ?  It  certainly  could  not  There- 
fore, as  to  precedent,  the  gentleman  might  feel 
himself  pertectly  at  ease.  There  could  be  no  doubt 
but  that  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  mi^^ht 

?:ive  their  consent  to  a  citizen  receiving  a  title 
rom  a  foreign  Power ;  but  he  could  not  appre- 
hend^ that  they  would  erer  4]o  80./Wa8  this,  tnen, 
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to  be  brought  as  an  argument  against  allowing  a 

gentleman — against  whose  conduct  the  most  slan- 
erous  tongue  had  never  said  a  word — from  re- 
ceiving the  customary  trifling  presents,  on  his 
leaving  a  foreign  Court  ?  He  trusted  not.  He 
allowed  it  would  be  a  precedent  for  the  future  in 
this  respect,  and  that  Congress  might  expect  to  be 
called  upon  hereafter  for  similar  permissions.  But 
he  did  not  think  there  was  anything  alarming  in 
this — the  amount  would  be  very  trifling ;  and  he 
did  not  know  that  having  a  few  additional  gold 
gnuff  boxes  in  the  country  could  produce  any  ma- 
terial effect.  As  to  the  Constitutional  question, 
he  thought  it  was  as  he  had  already  stated  it. 

Mr.  Yenablb  wished  that  everything  which 
was  said  upon  this  subject  might  be  said  without 
reference  to  the  gentleman  making  the  apnlica- 
ton,  but  that  it  mi^ht  be  consider^  as  establish- 
ing a  general  principle  which  was  to  operate  here- 
after. It  was  said  that  it  was  necessary  to  accept 
of  these  presents  as  a  point  of  etiquette,  and  that 
refusal  to  accept  of  them  might  give  offence.  He 
did  not  believe  this  could  1^  the  case,  as  it  was 
well  known  to  the  European  Courts  that  our  Gov- 
ernment b  established  on  principles  totally  dif- 
ferent from  theirs;  and  when  our  Ministers  in- 
formed them  that  their  Gbvernment  did  not  permit 
them  to  receive  presents,  it  must  be  a  satisfactory 
reason  for  not  accepting  them.  He  knew  that 
these  presents  were  sometimes  made  in  pictures, 
sometimes  in  snuff-boxes,  and  sometimes  in  money. 
And,  said  he,  if  these  presents  were  not  sanctioned 
by  custom,  would  it  not  appear  an  indelicate 
thing  to  offer  these  things  to  a  Minister  of  a  for- 
eign country  ?  It  certainly  would.  If  the  origin 
otthe  custom  was,  therefore,  a  bad  one,  the  United 
States  ought  not  to  adopt  it,  since  they  had  now 
the  choice  of  doinff  so  or  not.  /  He  hoped  the  Uni- 
ted States  would  always  make  sufficient  provision 
for  their  own  Ministers,  and  not  permit  them  to 
receive  anything  from  a  foreign  Court.  A  con- 
trary custom,  to  say  the  least  of  it,  would  prove 
a  very  troublesome  and  disagreeable  one. 

Mr.  W.  Claiborne  submitted  to  thegentleman 
from  Delaware,  as  a  lawyer,  whether  the  commit- 
tee could  gather,  from  anything  before  the  House, 
that  these  presents  made  by  foreign  Courts  con- 
sisted of  chains  or  snuff-boxes?  He  owned  he 
could  draw  no  such  conclusion  for  himself.  But 
whatever  the  present  may  be,  it  was  immaterial 
to  him  in  the  present  question,  because  he  was 
convinced  that  nothing  which  a  European  mon- 
arch had  it  in  his  power  to  give,  could  lessen  the 
patriotism  of  our  late  Minister,  or  alienate  his  af- 
rections  from  his  country.  It  was  not  to  the 
amount  of  the  present ;  and  whether  it  was  a  snuff- 
box, or  anything  else,  which  was  a  thing  of  no 
eonse(^uence,  and  ougnt  not  to  have  been  named. 
He  objected  to  the  principle  of  our  foreign  Minis- 
ters receiving  presents  at  all  from  European  mon- 
archs.  This  pnnciple  he  looked  upon  as  the  more 
dangerous,  because  it  opened  an  avenue  to  for- 
eign influence — an  influence,  among  monarch s — 
which  has  always  proved  the  destruction  of  Re- 
publics. 
Notwithstanding  what  had  fallen  from  the  gen- 


tleman from  Delaware,  he  was  convinced  thegen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina  would  not  think 
himself  authorized  to  receive  these  presents  with- 
out the  authority  of  Congress,  were  they  offered  to 
him  as  a  private  citizen,  as  they  were  certainly 
meant  as  a  compliment  to  him  as  Minister.  As 
to  what  had  been  said  by  tl^e  gentleman  from 
Delaware  with  respect  to  the  present  of  a  snuff- 
box or  picture  \mne  precedents  which  would  lead 
to  the  granting  of^titles,  what  he  had  said,  was 
that  the  precedent  would  authorize  the  applica- 
tion for  leave  to  accept  of  a  title,  at  some  future 
period,  which  would  introduce  a  discussion  on 
that  floor  whether  it  ought  to  be  received  or  not. 
and  thereby  disgrace  the  country  in  the  eyes  ot 
every  enlightened  citizen. 

Mr.  Thatcher  was  in  favor  of  the  resolution. 
Gentlemen  seemed  opposed  to  it  on  the  ground  of 
its  establishing  a  precedent  for  the  future.  He  did 
not  think  this  objection  well  founded ;  for,  as  the 
Constitution  does  not  absolutely  forbid  the  receiv- 
ing of  presents,  the  discussion  on  the  propriety  of 
allowing  it  in  tuture  would  not  be  prevented  by 
the  present  decision.  Future  Houses  could  refuse 
or  grant  leave  to  receive  these  presents.  Mr.  T. 
said,  it  was  the  natural  right  of  every  citizen  who 
served  the  country  as  a  Minister  to  receive  pres- 
ents, and  the  Constitution  did  not  absolutelv  take 
away  the  right.  He  considered  the  gentleman 
who  now  applied  to  Congress  as  having  a  natural 
right  to  receive  a  present,  except  some  reason  was 
shown  to  the  contrary.  Gentlemen  allow  the^r 
know  of  no  special  reason ;  they  allow  the  appli- 
cant has  done  the  business  with  which  he  was 
entrusted,  well.  He  supposed,  therefore,  that  gen- 
tlemen must  themselves  vote  for  it,  except  they 
abandon  their  own  ground. 

But  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  had  said,  the 
resolution  ought  to  be  disagreed  to  in  order  to  stop 
the  avenues  to  corruption  frotn  foreign  Courts. 
For  his  part,  he  could  see  no  connexion  between 
a  decision  on  this  question  and  corruption;  for. 
whether  it  was  agreed  to  or  disa^rreed  to,  it  woola 
not  take  away  the  power  fro^i  Ministers  to  receive 
presents,  if  they  were  so  disposed. 

But  it  was  said,  that,  to  agree  to  this  resolution, 
would  lead  to  the  granting  of  titles.  Suppose, 
said  Mr.  T.,  a  title  should  be  applied  for.  and  leave 

S anted,  and  a  foreign  Power  shoula  create  a 
uke  or  a  Count  of  a  citizen  of  this  country^  what 
would  it  be  but  to  make  him  and  his  posterity  for 
ever  ridiculous  ?  As  he  saw  no  evil  which  could 
arise  from  agreeing  to  this  resolution,  he  should 
vote  for  it. 

Mr.  R.  Williams  hoped,  bv  the  vote  of  this  day, 
the  House  would  get  rid  of  future  applications  of 
this  kind.  When  the  subject  was  first  introduced, 
he  was  opposed  to  it ;  but,  if  the  question  had  gone 
off  without  debate  to-day,  he  intended  to  have 
voted  for  it.  From  the  discussion  which  had  taken 
place,  however,  he  was  convinced  it  was  a  subject 
upon  which  they  ouffht  not  to  legislate,  since  the 
acting  upon  it  would  produce  greater  evils  than 
the  Constitution  had  provided  against.  He  be- 
lieved they  ought  here  to  put  a  stop  to  the  business. 
If  not,  he  would  rather  that  om^  Ministers  should 
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be  at  liberty  to  receire  all  the  pre^ients  offered  to 
them,  thaa  that  the  thing  should  stand  apon  its 
present  footing. 

The  gentleman  last  up  had  endeavored  to  show 
that  the  determination  upon  the  present  question 
would  not  set  an  example  for  the  future.  It  was 
his  wish  to  fix  a  principle  upon  this  subject,  and 
he  had  no  doubt  this  decision  would  do  it. 

It  had  been  said,  that  the  gentleman  who  made 
this  application,  had  a  right  to  receive  these  pre- 
sents, without  this  application.  Why,  then,  was 
the  application  made?  Ought  Congress  to  be 
called  upon  every  year  to  discuss  questions  which 
would  cost  the  Union  $2,000  or  ^3,000  every  year, 
if  the  right  of  receiving  the  presents  existed  mde- 
pendent  of  Congress?  This,  he  believed,  would 
be  spending  the  money  of  the  public  in  a  way 
which  would  not  be  very  well  approved.  As  this 
was  the  first  application  which  had  been  made 
since  the  existence  of  the  present  Government,  for 
this  leave,  it  was  the  proper  time  for  Congress  to 
say,  they  will  or  will  not  countenance  the  practice 
of  receiving  these  presents.  Our  Ministers^  he 
ssid,  would  be  obliged  by  such  a  determination ; 
and,  if  the  decision  was  against  the  practice,  they 
would  no  longer  be  troubled  with  the  offers  or  pres- 
ents; or  if  they  had  them  offered,  they  could,  with- 
out hesitation,  decline  the  acceptance  of  them ; 
but,  if  this  was  not  done,  there  would  be  no  end 
of  the  business.  If  this  motion  should  not  be  ne- 
gatived, if  he  should  be  here  another  session,  he 
would  propose  the  passing  of  a  law  to  authorize 
our  Mmisters  to  receive  these '  presents,  except 
there  should  appear  some  particular  objection  to 
such  a  law. 

Mr.  Lton  said,  he  had  heard  much  about  Amer- 
ican feeling.  He  had  some  of  those  feelings 
himself,  and  they  taught  him  neither  to  approve 
directly  nor  indirectly  of  the  practice  of  loreiffn 
Governments  paying  our  public  agents.  If  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina  had  not  been  well 
paid  for  his  services,  he  should  be  willing  to  pay 
nim  more ;  but  he  should  not  be  willing  to  lay 
this  country  under  an  obligation  to  a  foreign  coun- 
try by  our  Ministers  accepting  presents,  or  to  make 
similar  returns  to  their  Ministers.  It  was  said,  the 
ffentleman  from  South  Carolina  might  receive 
these  presents  now,  without  the  consent  of  Con- 
sress.  If  he  chose  to  risk  his  own  character  by 
doing  so.  Congress  had  nothing  to  do  with  it ;  but, 
for  Congress  to  authorize  any  such  thing,  in  his 
opinion,  would  be  a  shameful  business. 

Mr.  Batard  would  tell  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee  on  what  authority  he  informed  the  com- 
mittee that  the  presents  in  question  consisted  of 
what  he  had  mentioned.  Being  upon  the  com- 
mittee to  whom  this  subject  was  referred,  he  made 
some  inquiry  as  to  what  were  the  usual  presents 
from  the  European  Courts,  and  found,  that  in 
Holland,  it  was  customary  to  give  a  gold  chain 
and  meaal ;  in  France,  a  gold  snuff-box ;  and  in 
Spain,  a  picture.  It  was  on  this  ground  that  he 
said  these  things  were  of  no  consequence.  Mr.  B. 
then  remarked,  upon  what  had  fallen  from  Mr.  R. 
Williams  with  respect  to  the  expense  incurred 


in  discussing  this  subject,  and  said  it  had  been 
owing  to  gentlemen  opposing  the  resolution  that  so 
lon^  a  discussion  had  taken  place.  As  to  the  law 
which  that  gentleman  proposed  to  introduce,  he 
must  see  that  the'  Constitution  would  not  admit 
of  such  a  law. 

But  some  gentlemen  were  opposed  to  this  reso- 
lution, because  it  was  supposed  the  United  States 
would  be  obliged  to  reciprocate  the  favor  to  Min- 
isters who  were  sent  to  this  country ;  and  some 
gentlemen  had  seized  the  occasion  or  saying  that 
few  of  these  Ministers  were  deserving  of  any  such 
preseiit.  But^  because  these  gentlemen  may  be 
dissatisfied  with  the  conduct  of  foreign  Ministers 
resident  here,  they  ouf  ht  not  to  injure  our  own 
Minister,  whom  all  aflow  has  essentially  served 
his  country.  He  did  not  think  this  the  proper 
place  to  discuss  the  propriety  of  making  presents 
to  foreign  Ministers.  When  Congress  were  called 
upon  to  act  in  this  matter,  then  would  be  the  pro- 
per time  for  gentlemen  to  make  their  stand  npon 
it,  and  say  the  allowance  should  or  should  not  be 
made.  He  did  not  think  the  thing  followed  of 
course.  He  hoped,  therefore,  the  resolution  would 
be  agreed  to. 

Mr.  RuTLEDOB  said,  that,beinff  closely  connected 
in  the  bonds  of  friendship  with  his  colfea^e,  who 
made  the  present  application,  he  did  not  intend  to 
have  said  a  word  upon  the  subject ;  but.  when  he 
heard  things  of  a  personal  nature  introduced  into 
the  debate,  he  could  not  avoid  rising.    And,  with 
due  submission  to  the  Chair,  he  must  say,  that 
everything  of  a  personal  nature,  introduced  on 
this  occasion,  was,  in  his  opinion,  wholly  out  of 
order ;  particularly  when  it  was  said  by  a  mem- 
ber, '^  If  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  is 
not  satisfied  with  what  he  has  received  for  his  ser* 
vices,  I  am  willing  to  pay  him  more."    The  Con- 
stitution has  said,  that  the  customary  presents  from 
European  Courts  shall  not  be  received  without  the 
consent  of  Congress ;  and,  accordingly,  when  these 
presents  were  offered  his  colleague  at  the  two 
Courts  at  which  he  was  Minister,  he  declined 
receiving  them,  saying,  that  he  would  lay  the 
matter  Mfore  Congress  on  his  return  home.    He 
had  done  soj  and  he  could  not  see  any  ground  of 
alarm  in  this.    He  felt  none  of  that  Republican 
jealousy  which  caused  his  mind  to  revolt  at  these 
civilities.    He  rose  to  dissipate,  if  possible,  those 
ideas  of  danger  which  seemed  to  be  apprehended 
from  the  adoption  of  the  present  resolution — the 
apprehension  that  it  would  break  down  the  barri- 
ers which  were  to  keep  out  corruption  from  our 
Government,  and  introduce  a  variety  of  evils. 
The  gentleman  from  Tennessee  had  stated  a  strong 
case.    He  had  supposed,  that,  to  allow  these  pres- 
ents might,  at  some  future  day,  encourage  some 
person  to  come  forward  and  ask  permission  to  re- 
ceive a  title  from  a  foreign  country.    And  if  this 
should  be  the  case,  he  seemed  to  think  the  liberty 
of  the  country  would  be  at  an  end.    But  did  not 
that  ffentleman  know  that  the  United  States  have 
already  {j^iven  leave  to  a  citizen  of  this  country  to 
wear  a  ribbon  and  accept  of  a  title  from  a  foreign 
Power ;  but  it  was  a  solitary  case,  and  he  believed 
it  would  forever  remain  so.  as  he  n&fe^  heard  diat 
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this  badse  of  distinction  excited  anything  but 
ridicule  trom  his  fellow-citizens. 

Mr.  Claiborne  wished  to  know  who  the  indi- 
vidual was. 

Mr.  RuTLEDOE  answered,  it  was  the  case  of  the 
Chevalier  John  P^ul  Jones  to  which  he  alluded. 
The  transaction  took  place  under  the  old  Con- 
federation, which  expressly  prohibited  titles.  But 
the  King  of  France,  wishing  to  confer  some  mark 
of  distinction  on  Jones  for  his  bravery,  wrote  to 
his  Minister  here,  and  he  applied  to  Congress  upon 
the  subject,  and  leave  was  granted  to  him  to  re- 
ceive the  Cross  of  Military  Merit.  This  hap- 
pened in  the  year  1781.  Mr.  R.  having  ascer- 
tained the  fact  from  the  Journals,  hoped  no  un- 
easiness would  be  entertained  on  the  ground  of 
dan^^er  from  titles. 

Mr.  Harper  did  not  wish  to  protract  the  de- 
bate, but  he  could  not  help  noticing  a  few  circum- 
stances which  had  given  some  gentlemen  alarm. 
He  was  sensible  that  every  personal  feeling  was 
in  favor  of  the  request,  he  therefore  viewed  with 
respect  that  rigid  adherence  to  principle  which 
had  produced  the  mistake  which  their  zeal  had 
led  them  into.  Gentlemen  talked  as  if  none  but 
Royal  GK)vernments  make  these  presents.  Were 
they  to  be  informed  that  every  Republic  in  Eu- 
rope, which  was  in  the  habit  of  receiving  Minis- 
ters, was  also  in  the  habit  of  making  these  pres- 
ents ?  Besides,  could  it  be  believed  that  if  a  Min- 
ister abroad  was  to  receive  presents,  by  way  of 
bribes,  he  would  ever  lay  them  before  nis  Govern- 
ment? Certainly  not;  he  would  be  silent  with 
respect  to  any  such  bribe.  Corruption  flows 
through  far  different  channels  from  those  which 
had  been  mentioned — it  flows  through  the  hands 
of  bankers  and  other  agents,  not  by  means  of  os- 
tensible and  customary  presents.  And  he  believed 
if  corruption  had  flowed  in  any  other  way  than 
this,  we  should  never  have  heard  of  douceurs  of 
£50,000  sterling,  or  of  Ambassadors  being  impri- 
soned, in  order  to  extort  money  from  them. 

What  objection,  then,  is  there  to  allowing  our 
Ministers  to  receive  these  presents  ?  It  was  said 
we  should  be  under  the  necessity  of  returning 
them  to  the  Ministers  of  other  countries,  in  the 
same  way  as  when  a  gentleman  accepts  of  an  in- 
vitation to  dinner,  he  must  return  the  compliment 
by  asking  his  friend  again.  Admitting  this  to  be 
the  case,  what  then  ?  Suppose  the  Unit^  States  re- 
ceive twenty  different  foreign  Ministers,  and  that 
they  are  changed  every  two  years?  This  would 
amount  to  ten  presents  a  year ;  and  if  we  gave  a 
present  equal  to  that  ^ven  bv  the  Republic  of 
Holland,  he  supposed  it  would  be  thought  verv 
handsome.  They  ffave  a  gold  chain  and  medal, 
he  supposed  about  me  value  of  four  eagles,  so  that 
ten  presents  of  this  kind  would  amount  to  forty 
eagles  a  year.  He  did  not  think  this  would  be 
alarming,  or  any  way  endanger  the  liberties  of 
the  country.  On  the  contrary,  he  believed,  the 
good  will  which  was  produted  by  this  interchange 
of  civility  between  nations  would  be  cheaply  pur- 
chased for  thirty  or  fortv  eagles  a  vear.  They  all 
knew  the  advantages  ot  reciprocal  civility  in  pri- 
yate  life,  and  it  was  still  more  necessary  in  Uov- 


ernments  and  nations.  Have  we  not,  ^id  he, 
seen  a  want  of  attention  to  these  little  things,  al- 
leged as  a  cause  of  quarrels  and  war  ?  This  bad 
frequently  been  seen.  It  was  good  policy^  there- 
fore, to  cherish  a  good  understanding  with  na- 
tions by  falling  into  their  customs,  especially 
when  it  could  be  done  without  much  expense  or 
inconvenience. 

Mr.  Macon  complained  of  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  (Mr.  Rutledge)  having  censured 
the  Chair  without  cause. 

Mr.  R.  Williams  denied  having  said  anything 
of  a  personal  nature ;  and  as  to  consuming  time 
in  debate,  he  took  no  part  in  it,  until  the  gentle- 
man from  Delaware  had  himself  made  two  or 
three  speeches. 

Mr.  Gallatin  said  this  question  might  be  con- 
sidered either  as  of  a  personal,  or  of  a  general  na- 
ture. He  had  heard  gentlemen,  ar^^uiog  both  in 
support  of  and  against  the  resolution,  speak  of 
the  looportant  services  rendered  by  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina  in  having  accomplished  the 
treaty  with  Spain.  Nor  did  he  conceive  this  to 
be  out  of  order.  He  believed^  however,  the  gen- 
tleman himself  was  perfectly  indifferent  as  to  the 
fate  of  the  question. 

Mr.  G.  had  some  doubt  with  respect  to  the  con- 
struction of  the  Constitution  on  this  point.  If  he 
was  well  acquainted  with  the  fact  relative  to  this 
business,  it  stood  in  this  way :  When  Mr.  Pinck- 
ney  was  sent  as  Envoy  Extraordinary  to  Spain, 
he  still  remained  Minister  Plenipotentiary  at  the 
Court  of  Great  Britain,  therefore  he  was  alto- 
gether precluded  from  accepting  of  the  present 
offered  to  him  by  the  Spanish  Government  on  his 
taking  leave  from  that  Court ;  but,  with  respect 
to  the  present  offered  to  him  by  Great  Britain,  it 
appeared  to  him  that  the  moment  a  Minister  re- 
ceives his  letters  of  recall, and  has  taken  his  leave, 
he  is  no  longer  an  officer  of  the  Government ;  and, 
in  such  case,  both  under  the  present  Constitution, 
and  under  the  old  Confederation,  presents  have 
been  received.  So  far,  therefore,  as  relates  to 
Great  Britain,  he  did  not  think  it  was  necessary 
to  apply  to  Congress  for  their  consent. 

He  had  said,  that  after  a  Minister  has  received 
his  letters  of  recall,  there  was  nothing  to  prevent 
him  from  accepting  of  a  present.  He  might  be 
told  the  Constitution  is  lame  in  that  respect;  but 
it  was  more  so  with  respect  to  private  citizens, 
because  any  private  citizen  might  receive  either 
presents  or  titles  from  a  foreign  Power.  It  has 
not,  therefore,  effectually  shut  out  corruption. 
Officers  may  receive  presents  by  consent  of  Con- 
gress; but  any  officer,  or  member  of  Congress, 
niight  accept  of  presents,  either  in  secrecy,  or  wait 
till  they  are  out  of  office  and  receive  them  pub- 
licly. Nothing  could  prevent  this  but  the  infamy 
that  would  attach  to  such  an  act.  Therefore,  so 
far  as  it  was  contended  that  a  disagreement  to 
this  resolution  would  shut  out  a  source  of  corrup- 
tion, it  had  little  effect  upon  his  mind. 

But  there  was  another  point  of  view  on  this 
subject,  which  would  induce  him  to  give  his  vote 
against  the  resolution.  He  considered  that  if 
Congress  gave  its  assent  to  thjs  propoaitioo,  it 
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would  be  saying  that  they  approve  of  the  act,  and 
that  it  is  in  itself  proper  that  a  foreign  Minister 
should  receive  presents.  If  it  was,  in  their  opin 
ion  proper  to  accept  of  these  presents,  the  resolu 
tkm  would  be  affirmed ;  but  if  they  were  of  opin- 
ion, that  the  practice  is  a  bad  one ;  that  it  is  use- 
less in  Itself,  and  ought  to  cease,  they  had  nothing 
to  do  but  refuse  to  authorize  it.  He  owned  it  was 
proper  to  keep  up  civilities,  when  it  could  be  done 
oy  conforming  to  customs  of  an  inoffensive  na- 
ture; but  when  the  Constitution  stood  in  the 
way,  it  ought  always  to  be  respected. 

He  had  another  reason  for  voting  against  this 
resolution.  He  had  already  said,  tnat,  if  a  man 
was  not  an  officer  of  the  United  States,  he  had  a 
riffht  to  receive  these  presents.  A  question  arose 
whether  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  had 
a  right  now  to  receive  them.  He  believed  he 
was  precluded,  not  only  by  their  being  offered  as 
reward  to  a  Minister,  but  from  his  being  a  mem- 
ber of  Con^rress,  for  he  did  not  believe  that  per- 
mission could  legally  be  granted  to  any  member 
of  Congress  to  receive  any  such  present;  and, 
therefore,  that  the  resolution  ought  not  to  be 
agreed  to. 

The  question  on  the  resolution  was  put,  and 
ne^tiv^— 44  to  38. 

The  committee  then  rose  and  reported  their 
disagreement  to  the  resolution  of  tlie  Senate ; 
^rhen  the  question  was  taken  on  concurring  with 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  in  their  disagree- 
ment, and  decided  in  the  affirmative — yeas  49, 
nays  37,  as  follows : 

YxAs— George  Baer,jun.,  David  Bard,  Bailey  Bart- 
lett*  Lemad  Benton,  Thonus  Bloant,  Richard  Brent, 
Nadian  Bryan,  Stephen  Bollock,  Demsey  Burges, 
Thomas  Claiborne,  William  Charles  Cole  Claiborne, 
John  Clopton,  Thomas  T.  Davis,  John  Dawson,  John 
Dennis,  George  Dent,  Lucas  Elmendorph,  Thomas 
Evans,  William  Findley,  John  Fowler,  Albert  Gal- 
ktfin,  James  Gillespie,  John  A.  Hanna,  Carter  B.  Har- 
xiaon,  Jonathan  N.  Havens,  Joaeph  Heister,  Walter 
Jones,  Matthew  Locke,  MatUiew  Lyon,  James  Machir, 
Nathaniel  Maoon,  Blair  McClenachan,  Joseph  Mc* 
DoweU,  John  Milledge,  Anthony  New,  Josiah  Parker, 
Jamea  Schureman,  Tompson  J.  Skinner,  William 
Smith,  Richard  Sprigg,  Jan.,  Richard  Stanfonl,  Thomas 
Sumter,  Thomas  Tillinghast,  Abram  Trigg,  John  Trigg, 
Philip  Van  Cortlandt,  Joseph  B.  Varaum,  Abraham 
Tenable,  and  Robert  Williams. 

Nats — John  Allen,  Abraham  Baldwin,  James  A. 
Bayard,  David  Brooks,  John  Chapman,  Samnel  W. 
Dana,  William  Edmond,  Abiel  Foster,  Dwight  Foster, 
Jonathan  Freeman,  Henry  Glen,  Chauncey  Goodrich, 
Roger  Griswold,  William  Barry  Grove,  Robert  Goodloe 
Harper,  William  Hindman,  David  Holmes,  Hezekiah 
L.  Hosmer,  James  H.  Imlay,  Samuel  Lyman,  William 
Matthews,  Daniel  Morgan,  Lewis  R.  Morris,  Harrison 
G.  Otis,  John  Rntledge,  jun.,  Samuel  Sewall,  Wil. 
liam  Sh^Mrd,  Thomas  Sinnickson,  Samuel  Sitgreaves, 
Nathaniel  Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  George  li^atcher, 
Richard  Thomas,  Mark  Thomson,  John  E.  Van  Alen, 
Peleg  Wadsworth,  and  John  Williams. 

RELATIONS  WITH  FRANCE. 
The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
Prbsioent  of  the  United  States  : 


Gentlemen  of  the  Senate,  and 

Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  RqtresentaUves : 
I  now  transmit  to  Congress  copies  of  all  the  com- 
munications from  our  Envoys  Extraordinary,  received 
since  their  arrival  in  Paris,  excepting  those  before  pre- 
sented by  me  to  both  Houses. 

JOHN  ADAMS. 
Ukitxd  States,  May  4,  1798. 

PROVISIONAL  ARMY. 
Mr.  Sewall,  from  the  Committee  for  the  Pro- 
tection of  Commerce  and  the  Defence  of  the 
Country,  made  a  report  on  the  bill  from  the  Sen- 
ate, authorizing  the  President  to  raise  a  provisional 
army ;  which  was  committed. 

EXECUTIVE  DEPARTMENTS. 

Mr.  Harpbb  said,  that  having  observed  some 
embarrassment  in  the  laws  establishing  the  Exeeu* 
tive  Departments,  more  especially  as  it  respects 
the  War  Department,  a  very  considerable  propor- 
tion of  the  business  of  which  is  done  in  the  Trea- 
sury Department,  bein^  made  an  a^ent  to  the 
War  Department  in  paying  and  receivmg  money : 
so  that  one  department  makes  the  expense,  and 
another  is  responsible  for  it.  He  wished,  tnere- 
fore,  to  see  if  some  better  arrangement  could  not 
be  made  in  this  business,  and  for  this  purpose  pro- 
posed a  resolution  to  the  following  effect : 

"  Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  in- 
quire and  report,  by  bill  or  otherwise,  whether  any  and 
what  alterations  are  necessary  in  the  various  acts  es- 
tablishing the  Executive  Departments,  so  fiur  as  relate* 
to  the  manner  of  disbursing  the  money  appropriated 
for  each,  and  the  settling  of  their  accounts.*^ 

Ajcreed  to,  and  a  committee  of  three  members 
appointed. 


Saturday,  May  5. 
PRESENTS  TO  MINISTERS. 

Mr.  Harper  said  he  wished  to  submit  to  the 
House  a  motion  in  relation  to  the  subject  decided 
yesterday.  He  believed  it  would  not  oe  proper  to 
let  that  matter  go  on  with  a  simple  n^^tive  of 
the  resolution  of  the  Senate.  As  a  committee 
had  been  appointed  to  report  on  this  subject,  it 
might  be  referred  to  that  committee.  It  was  in 
the  following  words : 

Resolved,  That  Congress  entertain  a  just  sense  of  the 
meritorious  conduct  and  important  services  of  Thomas 
Pinckney,  during  his  late  mission  to  Great  Britain  and 
Spain ;  but,  inasmuch  as  the  Crovemment  of  the  United  , 
States  have  never,  in  any  case,  adopted  the  custom  of 
making  presents  to  the  Ministers  of  foreign  nations,  it 
is  inexp^ient  to  permit  their  own  Ministers  to  accept 
preaenU  from  the  Governments  to  which  they  are  sent ; 
for  which  reason  the  said  Thomas  Pinckney  ought  not 
to  have  the  consent  of  Congress  to  his  receiving  the  cus- 
tomary presents  from  the  Governments  of  Great  Britain 
and  Spain."    • 

Mr.  Balowin  said  the  committee  had  already 
reported. 

Mr.  Gallatin  wished  to  know  whether  this 
motion  was  in  order,  after  the  subject  had  been 
decided.    It  was  a  little  curious  that  a  gentleman 
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who  voted  for  the  adoption  of  a  resolution  should 
bring  forward  the  reasons  of  gentlemen  who  were 
opposed  to  it.  Besides,  he  believed  it  asserted  for 
fact  what  was  not  so.  It  said  our  Government 
had  never  adopted  the  custom  of  making^  presents 
to  foreign  Ministers,  whereas,  in  a  late  statement, 
there  appeared  an  item  of  $2,607  for  this  purpose. 
He  wished  the  Speaker,  however,  to  say  whether 
the  motion  was  in  order. 

[No  answer  was  given.] 

ADDITIONAL  REVENUE. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Harper,  the  House  went 
into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  report  of 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  Mr.  Dent  in 
the  Chair,  when  the  three  following  resolutions 
being  read,  viz : 

Reaohed,  That  it  will  be  expedient  to  raise  an  addi- 
tional revenue  of dollars  annually,  by  a  direct 

tax. 

Retohed,  That  the  said  tax  ought  to  be  laid  by  uni- 
form assessment,  on  lands,  houses,  and  slaves. 

Rtmhtd,  That  the  apportionment  of  thq  said  tax 
ought  to  be  made  among  the  several  States  according 
to  their  respective  numb^  of  inhabitants,  as  ascertained 
by  the  last  census.'' 

Mr.  Harper  moved  to  fill  the  blank  in  the 
first  resolution  with  two  millions. 

Mr.  Varnum  supposed  the  present  revenue 
would  be  sufficient  tor  all  our  current  expenses. 
The  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage  were  last 
year  upwards  of  seven  millions  and  a  half.  The 
Setretary  of  the  Treasury  estimates  the  amount 
this  year  only  at  seven  millions.  He  did  not  see 
any  reasonable  ground  for  this.  He  believed  the 
amount  this  year  would  be  greater  than  the  last, 
as  it  had  increased  a  million  a  year  for  several 
years  past.  Last  year,  when  a  direct  ta^  was  un- 
der consideration,  it  was  said  there  would  be  a 
deficiency  in  this  part  of  the  revenue,  but  it  now 
appears  that  those  suggestions  were  unfounded ; 
and  the  first  quarter  of  the  present  year  has  pro- 
duced a  greater  amount  than  in  any  preceaing 
year.  He  did  not  think,  therefore,  tnat  there 
would  be  any  necessity  for  the  present  tax. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  did  not  think  it  necessary  that  the 
committee  should  have  farther  information  on 
this  subject  than  was  contained  in  the  report 
9v  that  It  appears  that  there  will  be  a  deficiency 
ot  $1,396,706  to  be  provided  for  by  new  revenue, 
exclusive  of  two  instalments  on  the  debt  of  the 
Bank  of  tue  United  States  amounting  to  $400,000. 
But  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  supposes 
the  revenue  of  this  year  will  be  equal  to  that  of 
last  vear.  Suppose  this  was  to  be  the  case,  there 
would  still  be  a  deficiency  of  upwards  of  a  million 
of  dollars.  Had  he  provided  any  means  of  meet- 
ing this?  He  had  not.  Besides,  the  gentleman's 
arguments  went  upon  an  idea  of  peace,  and  not  of 
war.  He  aereed  with  that  gentleman  in  one 
thinff,  that  the  revenue  of  the  present  year  will 
equal  that  of  last  year^  as  he  did  not  believe  our 
reven(]€  would  be  dimmished  by  the  depredations 
committed  upon  our  commerce,  believing,  as  he 
did,  that  the  revenue  was  in  proportion  to  the 
consumption  of  foreign  commodities;  and  as  he 
did  not  believe  the  peojde  oi  the  United  States 


would  consume  less  this  year  than  the  last,  he  did 
not  believe  the  duties  arising  from  imports  would 
be  less.  Nor  did  he  believe  it  would  decrease 
much  even  in  a  case  of  actual  war.  It  would  de- 
crease our  own  tonnage,  but  it  would  increase  . 
that  of  other  nations.  The  commerce  of  the 
United  States,  Mr.  S.  said,  was  equal  to  any  in 
the  world;  that  of  last  year,  notwitnstanding  the 
depredations  made  upon  it,  was  not  exceeded  by 
that  of  any  country.  But  when  we  are  in  a  state, 
which  though  it  oe  not  war,  will  probably  soon 
become  so,  it  is  necessary  to  provide  the  means  of 
carrying  on  war,  if  we  should  be  involved  in  it 
Lar^e  sums  have  been  voted  to  prepare  the  coun- 
try tor  such  a  situation,  and  it  became  essential 
that  money  should  be  provided.  If.  on  the  thres- 
hold of  war,  gentlemen  hesitate  to  provide  the  wajra 
and  means,  he  should  begin  to  think  they  were 
not  in  earnest  to  defend  the  country;  but  when  he 
saw  them  provide  money,  which  is  the  sinews  of 
war,  he  should  be  convinced  they  were  indeed 
determined  to  defend  their  country ;  and  in  that 
case,  even  if  France  is  successful  agaii^t  Great 
Britain,  and,  according  to  the  opinion  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Connecticut  (Mr.  Allen)  by  snch 
an  event  one  of  our  arms  should  be  cut  ofi^  he 
believed  sufficient  resources  would  be  found  within 
ourselves  to  defend  this  country  a^inst  any 
nation  whatever.  This  beinff  his  opimon,  he  was 
for  giving  the  sum  with  which  this  blank  was 
proposed  to  be  filled.  He  was  not  for  going  into 
nice  calculations,  as  if  the  country  were  likely  to 
remain  in  a  state  of  peace.  He  had  heretofore 
been  for  saving  money  as  much  as  possible,  and 
for  paving  off  the  national  debt;  but  this  was  no 
time  for  speaking  of  these  things.  It  is  well 
known  that  it  win  take  one  year  to  organize  this 
tax;  but  if  a  security  of  this  kind  was  provided, 
money  might  be  borrowed  upon  it.  For  if  the 
country  was  involved  in  war,  or  an  actual  inva- 
sion took  place,  that  would  not  be  the  time  to 
talk  about  raising  money;  the  moment  should  be 
seized  whilst  there  exists  a  spirit  of  enthusiasm, 
and  then  money  might  be  borrowed.  Two  mil- 
lions of  dollars  would  be  as  nothingfor  the  defence 
of  the  country  in  time  of  war.  The  amount  of 
our  present  force  alone  would  require  this,  and 
no  man  could  suppose  that  double  our  present 
force  would  be  sufficient;  but  upon  this  tax  might 
at  least  be  borrowed  ten  millions. 

The  question  was  put  and  carried — 47  to  25. 

The  resolution  was  then  agreed  to  as  amended, 
as  was  also  the  second. 

The  third  resolution  being  under  consideration, 

Mr.  Dayton  moved  to  strike  out  the  words 
"last  census,"  as  it  might  be  determined  when  the 
bill  came  in  whether  the  number  of  inhabitants 
should  be  ascertained  by  the  last  census,  or  a  new 
one  should  be  taken. 

Mr.  T.  Claiborne  hoped  the  principle  upon 
which  the  tax  was  to  be  laid  would  be  now  estab- 
lished. 

Mr.  Harper  believed  this  was  an  essential  point, 
as  before  the  bill  could  be  drawn,  it  would  be  ne- 
cessary to  ascertain  upon  what  principle  it  should 
be  formed. 
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Mr.  Lyon  supposed  the  Constitution  was  deci- 
sive as  to  this  point. 

Mr.  Gallatin  hoped  the  amendment  would  not 
prevail ;  if  it  did,  it  would  be  necessary  to  take  a 
new  census  before  the  tax  could  be  assessed.  It 
might,  perhaps,  be  Constitutional  to  take  the  cen- 
sus oftener  than  once  in  ten  years ;  but  if  it  was 
(and  he  had  some  doubt  as  to  that  point)  he  did 
not  think  it  would  be  good  policy  to  do  it  now. 
If  it  was  necessary  to  continue  the  tax  after  the 
year  ISOl,  it  might  be  then  apportioned  according 
to  the  new  census. 

Mr.  Bayard  said,  the  words  of  the  Constitution 
were,  "  within  every  teitn  of  ten  years" ;  so  that 
a  greater  period  than  ten  years  could  not  be  suf- 
fered to  pass  without  taking  a  census,  butitmiffht 
be  taken  every  year  if  it  were  necessary.  He 
bdieved  it  woula  be  very  proper  to  have  a  new 
census  taken  before  the  tax  was  assessed,  other- 
wise from  the  great  increase  in  the  population  of 
some  of  the  States,  since  the  last  census  was  taken, 
the  tax  would  not  be  constitutionally  collected, 
since  it  is  directed  to  be  laid  according  to  the  num- 
ber of  inhabitants. 

Mr.  Harper  said,  he  should  be  glad  to  see  a 
new  census  taken  at  an  early  period,  so  as  to  re- 
lieve the  States  from  any  inequality  which  miffht 
arise  from  the  variation  of  population  which  Has 
taken  place  since  the  last  census ;  but  he  trusted 
it  would  not  be  thought  necessary  to  do  this  before 
the  proposed  tax  was  assessed.  The  carrying  a 
law  of  this  kind  into  effect,  let  it  be  donb  in  what- 
ever way  may  be  adopted,  would  be  found  a  tedi- 
ous business,  and  the  amount  to  be  produced  by 
it,  would  have  to  be  anticipated  by  loans ;  and  if 
a  new  census  was  to  be  taken  before  the  tax  could 
be  assessed,  it  could  not  be  said,  with  any  kind  of 
certainty,  when  an  effectual  revenue  was  to  be 
raised.  He  hoped,  therefore,  when  so  great  an 
inconvenience  would  be  incurred  by  delaying  the 
tax  until  a  new  census  was  taken,  tnat,  though  for 
one  year  some  of  the  States  would  have  to  pay  a 
little  more  than  was  justly  their  portion,  they 
would  consent  to  do  so  rather  than  subject  the 
country  to  so  great  an  inconvenience  as  would  be 
experienced  by  such  a  delay. 

Kf  r.  Dayton  said,  he  did  not  mean,  in  this  early 
stage  of  the  business,  to  determine  that  the  last 
census  should  not  be  the  rule  of  apportionment 
for  the  first  or  second  year's  tax.  but  to  have 
avoided  deciding  that  point  in  this  resolution. 
The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  seems  not  to 
hare  recollected  that  this  is  a  provision  for  a  per- 
manent tax.  For  the  words  are,  that  two  mil- 
lions shall  be  raised  annually,  and  the  rule  of  ap- 
portionment is  proposed  to  be  by  the  last  census. 
If  it  had  been  said  that  the  tax  snould  be  assessed 
according  to  the  present  census  until  a  new  one 
could  be  formed,  he  did  not  know  that  he  should 
have  objected  to  it. 

Mr.  Harper  said  he  should  not  object  to  such  a 
change  in  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Dayton  was  well  convinced  that  the  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina  must  see  the  pro- 
priety of  such  a  change  in  the  form  of  the  reso- 
lution.   He  meant  to  amend  the  resolution;  he 


had  taken  one  way  to  do  it.  If  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina  chose  another,  he  should 
take  his  own.  He  believed  the  words  he  had 
moved  to  be  struck  out,  improper,  and  it  was  a 
principle  which  roi^ht  well  be  discussed  when 
the  bill  was  brought  in.  If  it  were  found  practi- 
cable to  take  a  new  census  within  a  reasonable 
time,  the  tax  might,  in  the  first  instance,  be  appor- 
tioned bv  it,  if  not,  by  the  dd  census.  The  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania  was  in  doubt  whether 
a  census  could  be  renewed  oftener  than  once  in 
ten  years.  He  had  no  doubt  on  the  subject,  and 
he  believed  great  injustice  would  be  done  to  some 
of  the  States  if  the  tax  was  not  assessed  accord- 
ing to  their  present  number  of  inhabitants,  as 
some  States  have  doubled  or  trebled  their  inhabit- 
ants since  the  last  census  was  taken,  whilst  others 
have  scarcely  increased  at  all. 

He  bejieved  the  States  of  Pennsylvania  and 
New  York  have  increased,  when  compared  to 
New  Jersey,  as  an  hundreu  to  one ;  ana  it  was 
well  known  that  the  States  of  New  York  and  New 
Jersey  are  divided  only  by  an  imaginary  line,  so 
that  It  would  happen  that  one  of  two  tarms  ad- 
joining each  other,  from  being  in  different  States, 
would  oe  taxed  fifty  per  cent,  more  than  the  other. 
The  inequality  in  such  cases  would  be  vastly  more 
grievous  than  the  tax  itself. 

Mr.  D.  said,  if  it  could  not  hereafter  be  shown 
that  the  census  might  be  taken  at  the  same  time 
that  the  valuation  of  the  property  was  made,  he 
should  abandon  the  idea  of  assessing  the  tax  in 
the  first  instance  by  a  new  census.  All  he  asked 
was,  that  the  words  should  be  struck  out,  and  that 
the  question  might  not  be  decided  at  the  present 
time. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  was  at  a  loss  to  know  how  the 
bill  could  be  drawn,  until  this  principle  was 
decided. 

Mr.  Dayton  said,  it  appeared  to  him  one  of  the 
simplest  things  imaginable  to  do  this.  The  sum 
to  be  apportioned  to  each  State  might  be  left  in 
blank,  and  filled  up  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
when  the  principle  shall  have  been  settled  as  to 
the  census. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  thought  it  would  be  much  the 
best  now  to  fix  the  principle  with  respect  to  the 
census.  The  resolution,  he  believed,  had  better 
stand  as  it  is,  and  gentlemen  might  move  to  have 
a  new  census  taken  after  the  first  year;  so  that,  if 
a  farmer  was  to  pay  four  or  five  dollars  more  than 
his  neighbor  for  one  year,  he  would  know  that  the 
inequaRty  would  be  remedied  another  year.  The 
State  of  Maryland  was  situated  in  some  respect 
like  that  of  New  Jersey,  and  would,  of  course,  ex- 
perience the  like  inconveniences;  but  inequalities 
will  exist  in  every  system  of  taxation.  He  hoped, 
if  gentlemen  were  in  earnest  to  raise  money,  they 
would  not  bring  forward  objections  of  this  sort. 
Similar  objections  to  these  were  urged  formerly, 
when  the  subject  was  taken  up  as  a  peace  mea- 
sure; but  now  that  it  was  resorted  to  in  support 
of  war  measures,  he  trusted  they  would  not  be  in- 
sisted upon. 

Mr.  J.  Williams  supposed,  if  the  amendment 
obtained,  the  tax  must  be  apportioned  according 
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to  a  new  census;  and,  if  so,  he  apprehended  the 
resolution  would  be  disagreed  to.  "Though  a  new 
census  might  be  taken  within  the  ten  years,  he 
believed  that  term  ought  to  be  nearly  expired  be- 
fore a  ceasus  was  renewed.  It  was  true  that 
some  of  the  States  are  greatly  increased  in  popu- 
lation; but  it  could  not  be  supposed  that  States 
increased  in  riches  in  proportion  to  their  increase 
of  inhabitants,  as  the  people  who  emigrate  are 
mostly  persons  of  little  property,  who  settle  upon 
the  back  lands.  This  being  the  case,  he  thought 
vit  was  a  wise  provision  of  the  Constitution  which 
directs  that  the  census  shall  be  taken  only  once  in 
ten  years.  If  these  words  were  struck  out  no  tax 
ought  to  be  laid  until  the  time  comes  for  taking 
the  new  census. 

Mr.  Harper  suggested  to  the  mover  of  this 
amendment  that  his  object  might  be  attained, 
when  the  bill  was  brought  in,  by  moving  that  the 
new  census  should  be  taken  at  a  certain  time. 

Mr.  N.  Smith  said,  though  he  came  from  one 
of  those  States  which  would  be  benefited  by  a 
new  census,  yet  he  could  not  see  that  the  object 
could  be  effected  in  time  for  the  present  tax.  as 
whenever  the  tax  is  levied  and  apportioned  it 
must  be  according  to  the  numbers  at  the  time, 
which  were  to  be  ascertained  according  to  the 
last  census.  Therefore,  if  the  tax  was  to  be  ap- 
portioned at  the  present  session,  it  could  not  be 
done  according  to  any  other  rule.  The  providing 
a  system  of  taxation,  and  the  levying  and  appor- 
tioning of  it,  were  very  different  things;  and  when 
the  subject  was  formerly  under  the  view  of  the 
House,  two  bills  were  reported,  which  kept  the 
objects  distinct.  Congress  might  this  session 
form  a  system  for  the  valuation  of  property,  and 
for  the  providing  of  a  new  census ;  out  if  it  were 
necessary  to  levy  and  apportion  the  tax  at  this 
session,  it  must  be  done  by  the  present  census. 
He  did  suppose  it  was  necessary  at  this  session  to 
apportion  and  levy  the  tax,  because  he  believed 
moneyed  men  would  not  lend  their  money  to  Grov- 
emment  without  it.  This  being  his  belief,  how- 
ever unfavorable  it  might  prove  to  his  State,  he 
should  be  in  favor  of  it,  as  he  did  not  believe  this 
was  a  time  for  indulging  those  local  interests 
which  at  another  time  they  might  wish  to  do. 
He  would,  however,  willingly  join  with  gentle- 
men in  providing  for  a  new  census  on  which  to 
leyy  future  taxes.  As  to  the  present  amendment, 
he  thought  it  of  little  importance;  for,  whatever 
was  the  fa(e  of  this  resolution,  the  two  former 
ones  must  be  carried  into  effect  according  to  the 
existing  census. 

Mr.  Bayard  would  not  be  in  favor  of  striking 
out  these  words,  if  he  thought  it  would  prevent 
the  collection  of  the  tax ;  but  it  would  be  neces- 
sary, before  the  tax  could  be  laid,  that  an  assess- 
ment of  lands,  houses,  and  slaves,  should  be  made, 
and  he  could  not  see  why  the  number  of  inhabit- 
ants could  not  be  ascertained  at  the  same  time. 

Mr.  R.  Williams  wished  to  know  whether  the 
new  census  proposed  to  be  taken  was  to  affect  the 
representation  as  well  as  the  tax? 

Mr.  Dayton  answered  in  the  affirmatiye.  The 
return  of  the  enumeration  of  the  inhabitants,  he 


said,  might  be  made  at  the  first  meeting  of  the 
next  Congress,  by  which  means  the  number  of 
Representatives  to  which  each  State  will  then  be 
entitled  might  be  ascertained  in  time  for  the  suc- 
ceeding election.  If  the  order  was  not  joifide  at 
this  session  for  taking  a  new  census,  the  enume- 
ration could  not  be  returned  before  the  last  session 
of  next  Congress,  which  would  be  too  late  for  the 
election  of  tne  following  Congress.  • 

Mr.  Sewall  could  not  consider  this  amend- 
ment in  any  other  light  than  as  g:oing  to  deter- 
mine when  the  tax  should  be  laid.  If  a  new 
census  was  to  be  taken,  it  certainly  could  not  be 
laid  during  the  present  session.  The  gentleman 
from  Delaware  spoke  of  taking  a  new  census  and 
the  valuation  at  the  same  time;  but  the  census 
must  be  taken  in  a  different  way,  and  acknowl- 
edged by  a  law  of  Congress  to  be  correct.  To 
wait  therefore,  whilst  a  new  enumeration  is  made 
and  accepted,  would  be  to  postpone  the  tax.  He 
would  concur  with  gentlemen  in  providing  for  a 
new  census  at  this  session;  but  let  it  be  Tor  the 
next  tax,  and  not  for  this.  The  resolution  might 
be  so  altered  as  to  admit  of  this  by  striking  out 
the  word  "annually,"  for  which  he  saw  no  use. 

The  question  on  this  amendment  was  put  and 
negatived,  there  being  only  17  votes  for  it. 

Mr.  N.  Smith  saw  no  necessity  for  this  resolu- 
tion at  all;  for  whatever  tax  mignt  be  laid  at  this 
session  must  be  assessed  according  to  the  pre- 
sent census. 

Mr.  Dayton  said,  he  would  move  to  amend  it 
by  inserting  after  tne  word  "  said"  "  first  annual 
tax." 

Mr.  SiTOREAVEs  said,  it  would  be  better  for  the 
mover  of  this  amendment,  and  others  who  wished 
to  have  this  tax  collected,  to  suffer  the  resolution 
to  stand  as  at  present,  so  that  the  tax  might  be 
immediately  assessed  by  law,  and  provide  at  the 
same  time  for  taking  a  new  census,  which  no  one 
would  object  to;  and,  if  it  could  hereafter  be 
shown  that  the  new  census  could  be  taken  with- 
out prolonging  the  collection  of  the  tax,  it  might 
be  done ;  if  not,  the  tax  must  be  laid  according 
to  the  present  census.  The  best  way  would  be 
to  strike  out  the  resolution  altogether,  and  then 
make  a  provision  for  taking  a  new  census. 

Mr.  S.  said  he  was  from  one  of  those  States 
which  would  be  considerably  affected  by  the  tak- 
ing of  a  new  census ;  but  he  should  be  far  from 
being  influenced  by  a  consideration  of  this  kind 
in  laying  this  tax.  He  should  be  in  favor  of  an 
equal  distribution  of  the  public  burdens.  He  did 
not  wish  his  constituents  to  pay  one  farthing  less 
than  their  full  proportion  of  any  tax.  He  should 
dishonor  them  by  saying  they  wished  to  pay  less : 
and  let  this  tax  come  on  when  it  would,  he  did 
not  believe  he  should  consult  the  dignity  or  honor 
of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  by  objecting  to  it, 
since  it  appears  to  be  necessary  to  provide  means 
for  the  defence  of  the  country. 

Mr.  Dayton  consented  to  vary  his  motion  so 
as  to  meet  the  ideas  of  the  gentleman  last  up.  by 
addinff,  after  the  word  **that,"  in  the  first  line, 
''until  a  new  census  shall  be  taken."  and  to  the 
end  of  the  resolution  these  words :  ^and  that  por- 
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yisioQ  ought  to  be  immediately  made  by  law  for 
taking  a  census  of  the  inhabitauts  of  the  several 
States,  agreeably  to  the  Constitution." 

Mr.  Gallatin  believed  this  amendment  con- 
sisteil  of  two  parts;  be  therefore  called  for  a  divi- 
'  aion  of  it.  He  should  vote  in  favor  of  the  first. 
The  other  part  he  thought  perfectly  a  distinct 
subject,  and  not  at  present  under  consideration. 
If  a  new  census  was  to  be  directed  to  be  taken, 
he  thought  it  ought  to  be  done  in  a  separate  bill) 
and  not  entangled  with  this  subject. 

Mr.  Harper  was  disposed  to  thinly  there  was 
no  necessity  for  the  resolution  itself.  Therefore, 
he  belie vea  it  would  be  better  to  reject  the  reso- 
lution, and  then  let  the  gentleman  from  New 
Jersey  bring  forward  his  proposition  for  a  new 
census )  though  he  had  no  particular  objection  to 
the  mode,  proposed. 

The  question  on  the  first  part  of  the  amend- 
ment was  put  and  carried,  without  a  division. 

On  the  second,  some  observations  were  made, 
chiefly  expressive  of  a  wish  to  have  the  provision 
for  a  new  census  separate  from  the  present  sub- 
ject; after  which,  the  question  was  put  upon  it, 
and  carried,  39  to  29.    . 

The  committee  then  rose^  and  reported  the 
amendments  to  the  resolutions  as  agreed  to ; 
whioti  being  confirmed  by  the  House, 

Mr.  D.  Foster  moved  to  strike  out  the  word 
''aimisallv"  in  the  first  resolution. 

Mr.  SiTGREAVEs  WRS  opooscd  to  this  amend- 
ment. He  had  no  idea  of  tne  policy  or  propriety 
of  bringing  this  question  frequently  betore  Con- 
gress. He  had  always  been  opposed  to  the  re- 
stricting of  laws  which  were  in  their  nature  per- 
manent. If  this  tax  hereafter  became  unnecessary, 
nothing  would  be  more  easy  than  to  repeal  it ;  but, 
from  present  appearances,  it  was  probable  that  it 
would  be  wanted  for  some  years ;  and,  this  being 
the  case,  be  did  not  wish  to  put  it  in  jeopardy  for 
one  year.  Besides  the  expenses  attendant  upon 
our  present  situation,  additional  revenue  would 
be  wanted  for  the  extinguishment  of  our  debt, 
afler  the  year  1801 ;  so  that  for  this  purpose  it 
would  be  d^irable  to  continue  the  tax,  and,  if 
there  was  aay  surplus,  it  would  of  course  go  to 
the  sinking  fund. 

Mr.  Gallatin  was  in  favor  of  the  motion.  It 
was  his  intention  to  have  made  some  general  ob- 
servations on  this  subject  whilst  under  considera- 
tion in  the  Committee  of  the  Whole;  but  whilst 
he  was  putting  down  some  figures  on  paper,  the 
question  was  taken;  as  they  would  be  equally 
applicable,  he  should  now  make  them.  They 
would  go  to  show  that  this  tax  was  not  want- 
ed as  a  permanent  revenue,  but  solely  to  meet 
the  present  exigencies.  He  should  show  that  the 
present  revenues  of  the  Union  are  sufficient  to 
meet  the  current  expenses,  and  to  meet  the  in- 
stalments of  deferrea  and  Dutch  debt  due  after 
the  year  1801. 

The  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
states  that  it  is  probable  there  will  be  a  deficiency 
(rf*  $1,796,705;  but  supposing  that,  from  the  present 
sitsation  of  the  country,  our  expenses  may  be 
greatly  increased,  and  our  revenue  de&lcate,  the 
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certainty  of  a  great  augmentation  in  the  ordinary 
expenses  by  the  deferred  debt,  and  the  increasing 
instalments  of  the  foreign  debt,  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  do  not  think  it  safe  to  contem- 
plate an  additional  revenue  from  permaneol 
sources  of  taxation  to  a  less  amount  than  tw9 
millions  of  dollars. 

In  looking  into  the  statements  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  it  would  be  foQnd  that  most  ^ 
the  objects  of  expense  brought  forward  to  sh^w 
the  necessity  of  a  permanent  tax  are  of  a  tempos 
rary  nature.  He  has  estimated  the  expenditure 
for  the  year  1798  to  be  $6,926,460;  in  order  tp 
ascertain  what  will  be  the  permanent  expendituref 
of  the  Union  after  the  year  1800,  it  is  necessary  io 
the  first  place  to  deduct  from  the  sum  those  iteiqp 
which  are  not  of  a  permanent  nature;  and,  as  bft 
would  add  a  sum  for  the  Dutch  debt  due  after 
1801,  Mr.  G.  said  he  would  also  deduct  the  inr 
stalment  of  $80,030  due  for  the  present  year.  Thff 
first  item  of  a  temporary  nature  was  a  sum  report* 
ed  for  deficiencies  in  the  Military  Establishmeal 
of  $164,000.  Every  gentleman  who  had  attended 
to  this  subject,  when  it  was  lately  before  tlia 
House,  must  be  convinced  that  sufficient  sums 
had  baen  appropriated  under  this  head,  and  thai 
deficieucies  must  be  considered  as  extraordinaries 
not  likely  again  to  occur.  Second,  $103,000  were 
set  down  for  diplomatic  expenses;  the  nermaneol 
establishment  was  now  fixed  at  $63,000,  and 
$40,000,  therefore,  were  a  temporary  expense. 
Finally,  the  following  items  were  stated  by  the 
Secretary  himself  as  temporary,  viz:  for  fight- 
houses,  in  addition  to  the  usual  appropriation,  for 
expenses  incident  to  the  treaties  with  Great  Bri- 
tain and  Spain,  and  for  reimbursing  the  unfunded 
and  registered  debts,  and  for  the  payment  of  old 
accounts,  a  sum  of  $546,000.  The  last  item  utsfi 
yet  agreed  to  by  this  House.  These  several  arti- 
cles amount  to  about  $830,000,  which,  deducted 
from  the  expense  of  1798,  as  calculated  by  the 
Secretary  or  the  Treasury,  will  leave  a  balance 
of  about  $6,100,000  for  the  permanent  ordinary 
expenses,  civil,  military,  contingent,  and  relative 
to  the  present  debt.  To  this  must  be  added 
$1,146,370  for  the  inUrest  and  extinj^uishing  w^ 
nuity  of  the  deferred  debt,  payable  m  1801,  and 
also  the  sum  necessary  to  pay  the  principal  of  the 
Dutch  debt  after  that  year.  The  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  have  reported  the  forei^  deh^ 
which  will  become  due  in  1802.  1803.  and  1804; 
but.  by  taking  the  aggregate  ot  all  the  yea^i  i^ 
will  be  found  that  an  average  sum  of  $800,000  ^ 
year  will  pay  the  whole  of  that  debt  in  twelve 
years.  This  last  item,  the  $1,146,000  for  the  do* 
ferred  debt,  and  the  $6,100,000  for  ordinary  ex- 
penses, makes  tbe  aggregate  of  $8,046^000  for 
the  permanent  expenditures  of  the  Union  after 
the  year  1801,  including  provision  for  paying  the 
whole  of  the  principal  of  the  foreign  six  per  ceat. 
and  deferred  debt  according  to  contracL 

This,  in  time  of  peace,  would  be  the  extent  of 
our  expenses,  especially  as  there  are  a  number  of 
items  which  might  be  reduced,  and  in  that  calcu- 
lation no  reduction  is  introduced  in  the  Naval, 
Military,  or  Diplomatic  Departm^ts,  or  in  ttMB 
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Civil  List.  If  the  current  revenue  be  examined, 
it  will  be  found  to  exceed  this  amount.  The 
amount  of  revenue,  as  calculated  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  TreaRury,for  the  present  year,  is  88,011,897. 
But  to  this  must  be  added  the  deduction  of 
$549,649,  which  he  has  made  from  the  duties  on 
imposts  and  tonnage,  from  an  apprehension  of  a 
dedication  in  this  part  of  the  revenue,  on  account 
of  captures,  and  which  was  of  course  to  be  con- 
lidered  as  temporary.  To  this  there  should  also 
be  added  the  duty  on  salt,  laid  at  the  last  session, 
which  could  not  make  any  part  of  this  estimate. 
That  duty  was  eight  cents  per  bushel,  and  calcu- 
lating the  quantity  of  salt  imported  at  three  mil- 
lions of  bushels,  it  will  amount  to  about  $250,000. 
There  was  also  a  number  of  additional  duties,  laid 
durinff  the  last  session  of  the  last  Congress,  which 
would  not  raise  less  than  $350,000,  viz:  two  and- 
a-half  per  cent,  on  all  white  cotton  goods  imported, 
bnd  an  additional  duty  on  tea,  brown  susar, 
and  molasses.  These  two  sums  make  $600,000, 
|md  added  to  the  above  $500,000,  deducted  this 
year  on  account  of  captures,  would  make  the 
permanent  revenue,  in  time  of  peace,  equal  to 
§9,111,897,  which  would  exceed  our  expenses  by 
$1,000,000.  This  is  clear  from  the  papers  before 
the  committee.  It  was  suggested  that  some  of 
his  deductions  for  expenses  were  improper,  or  that 
he  might  be  mistaken  in  his  expectations  of  reve- 
tiue  on  some  items,  yet  this  surplus  million,  which 
was  equal  to  one-eighth  of  the  whole  expendi- 
ture, would  certainly  cover  any  mistakes  of  that 
kind.  Besides,  there  is  every  reason  to  believe 
some  of  the  branches  of  the  revenue  will  be  more 
productive,  on  account  of  the  increase  of  popula- 
tijt>n  in  1801.  ,than  now.  Mr.  G.,«therefore,  agreed 
with  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr. 
Varnum)  that  the  present  revenues  of  the  nation 

Se  equal  to  all  its  expenditures,  including  therein 
e  redemption  of  the  public  debt,  except  in  case 
of  war.  The  gentleman  from  NIaryland  (M^ 
Smith)  seemed  to  be  of  the  same  opinion,  and, 
indeed,  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  had  formerly  made  a  similar  declara- 
tion. It  would,  therefore,  be  improper  to  vote  a 
permanent  tax,  when  the  objects  for  which  it  was 
wanted  were  not  of  a  permanent  nature. 

Two  years  aeo,  Mr.  Gf.  said,  he  was  in  favor  of 
a  permanent  land  tax,  as  he  then  thought  it 
^oi^ld  be  wanted  to  meet  the  demands  which 
would  come  against  the  Gh}vernment  in  the  vear 
1801.  He  was  of  that  opinion,  because  he  did  not 
lirish  to  see  the  list  of  indirect  taxes  swelled  be- 
yond what  it  was;  but  Conffress  were  of  a  differ- 
ent opinion,  and  had,  since  that  time,  laid  indirect 
taxQf  on  salt,  sugar,  stamps,  &c.,  to  the  amount  of 
$80(),000  a  year,  and  have  so  far  diminished  the 
Necessity  of  a  direct  tax. 

There  was  another  thing  in  which  he  had  been 
agreeably  disappointed.  The  mistake  was  com- 
mon to  almost  every  individual,  as  well  as  to  him- 
Mlf.  It  was  in  relation  to  the  amount  of  duties 
which  would  probably  arise  from  imposts  and 
tonnage,  and  which  were  productive  beyond  the 
most  sanguine  expectations.  The  estimates  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  then  fell  short  of  the 


real  amount  bv  upwards  of  a  million  of  dollarsi 
and  the  same  tning  had  taken  place  last  year.  If, 
however,  in  the  year  1801.  a  diminution  should 
take  place  in  the  product  of  those  duties,  the  land 
tax  mifi[ht  then  be  made  permanent. 

Mr.  U.  concluded  by  saying  the  tax  of  two  mil- 
lions was  already  agreed  to  for  one  year,  though 
he  thought  it  too  large  a  sum.  He  could  see  no 
objection  to  its  being  made  an  annual  tax  as  in 
Great  Britain,  as  it  could  not  be  doubted  that  if 
the  money  was  wanted  for  another  year,  the  act 
would  be  annually  renewed. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  did  not  mean  to  contest  the  cal- 
culations which  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
had  made.  He  believed  they  were  correct.  At 
the  time  the  gentleman  made  the  misitake  as  to  the 
probable  amount  of  duty  which  would  be  raised 
from  imposts  and  tonnage,  he  differed  from  him 
in  opinion.  He  then  believed,  as  he  now  believed, 
that  duty  would  continue  to  increase  with  the 
population  of  the  country.  But,  as  he  had  before 
said,  this  was  not  the  time  to  make  calculations 
on  a  peace  establishment.  Money  must  be  had. 
The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  has  said  that  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  others,  would  ad- 
vance money  on  loan,  provided  permanent  re- 
sources were  raised  as  security ;  but,  if  this 
amendment  obtained,  could  it  be  said  that  this  tax 
would  be  a  permanent  resource  ?  Would  moneyed 
men  lend  their  money  upon  it  ?  They  would  not, 
though  perhaps  bankers  might. 

From  the  complexion  of  this  House,  there 
could  be  no  doubt  that  whenever  this  tax  became 
unnecessary  it  would  be  repealed.  Believing  this, 
he  had  no  objection  to  its  being  a  permanent  tax. 
The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  had  said  that 
if  we  had  no  war,  the  present  revenue  would 
enable  us  to  meet  the  deferred  debt  due  in  1801 ; 
but  he  (Mr.  S.)  believed  it  would  not  be  sufficient 
for  the  vear  1802.  But  would  not  this  ux  be 
wanted  tor  other  pur]K>ses  ?  Had  not  that  gen- 
tleman always  been  in  favor  of  paying  ofTthe 
public  debt,  and  might  not  any  surplus,  if  we 
were  not  involved  in  war,  which  every  one  depre- 
cated, but  which  all  expected,  be  well  applied  to 
that  object  ?  For  it  was  generally  agreed  that 
indirect  taxes  were  more  oppressive  than  direct 
taxes,  since  for  every  twelve-and-a-half  per  cent, 
of  duty,  the  public  bad  to  pay  twenty-seven-and- 
a-half  per  cent,  from  the  various  additions  made 
to  it  by  the  merchants  and  dealers.  The  consu- 
mer is  not  aware  of  this ;  but  those  who  do  know 
it  ought  to  endeavor  to  relieve  them  from  it. 

Mr.  Harpeb  confessed  himself  very  much 
alarmed  at  this  motion.  He  saw  in  it,  and  in  the 
arguments  of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
in  support  of  it,  the  second  leaf  of  the  book  for 
keeping  this  country  in  an  utterly  defenceless 
state — and  another  attempt  made  to  render  those 
measures  which  had  been  taken  nQfi[atory,  by 
effectually  tying  onr  haAds;  and  therefore  it  was 
that  he  saw  this  motion  made  with  grief  and 
astonishment,  by  his  friend  from  Massachusetts, 
whose  motives  he  could  not  suspect. 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  said  Bir. 
H.,  reasons  as  if  we  were  in  a^te  of  nrofound 
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peace,  and  \as  if  we  had  nothing  to  apprehend 
from  abroaa;  as  if  all  our  disputes  were  setiled, 
and  we  had/ nothing  to  do  but  paj  the  expense  of 
the  preparations  of  defence  gone  into,  and  then  at 
all  luture  limes  we  should  rest  in  security.  This 
was  the  4>asis  of  his  speech,  and  he  could  not 
entertain  so  low  an  opinion  of  his  understanding 
aa  to  heliere  he  thought  it  a  good  one.     That 

Etlteman  must  know,  every  one  must  know,  that 
country  is  not  in  a  settled  state  of  things, 
that  we  are  threatened,  and  speedily,  with  a 
war.  No  longer  ago  than  yesterday  the  House 
was  informed  that  our  Ministers  had  presented 
their  final  memorial,  and  that  if  thev  did  not 
soon  receive  an  answer  to  it,  they  should  give  up 
their  mission  and  return  home.  Far  from  desist- 
ing from  her  attacks  upon  oar  commerce^  France 
goes  on  increasing  them.  Her  former  violations 
of  right  have  been  greatly  increased.  They  had 
been  told  by  the  papers  on  the  table  of  the  subju- 
gation of  our  country,  of  the  fate  of  Venice  and 
of  Hamburgh.  She  talks  of  sending  frigates 
against  us.  of  ravaging  our  coasts;  she  has  spoken 
of  internal  divisions,  of  a  party  in  this  country  on 
which  she  can  rely.  We  had  beard,  though  not 
oflScially,  that  orders  had  been  issued  for  taking 
all  our  vessels,  and  executing  our  citizens  as 
.  pirates,  yet  gentlemen  sit  down  with  counting- 
^[^ouse  exactness  to  calculate  the  amount  which  it 
wHl  take  to  defend  ourselves.  This  was,  however, 
.perfectly  consistent  with  the  rest  of  the  conduct 
of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  because  he 
has  constantly  set  his  face  against  every  measure 
of  effectual  defence,  though  he  has  constantly 
talked  of  being  willing  to  concur  in  what  he  con- 
sidered measures  of  defence. 

But  will  the  House  thus  be  acted  upon  ?  He 
trusted  not.  He  could  not  relinquish  the  pleasing 
pmuasion  that  a  majority  of  this  House  is  deter- 
mined to  defend  this  country  against  a  foreigu 
foe,  that  they  are  desirous  of  protecting  their 
property,  their  wives,  and  their  children,  and  that 
they  will  rend  from  their  eyes  the  veil  which  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  has  endeavored  to 
cast  over  them.  That  they  will  defend  them- 
selves against  a  foe  who  relies  upon  our  weakness, 
upon  our  calculations  of  avarice,  upon  the  exer- 
tions of  men  among  us  who  are  to  paralyze  all  our 
efforts  to  defend  ourselves,  and  upon  a  prostrate 
colonial  spirit  in  this  country.  The  existence  of 
this  spirit  would  be  confirmed  were  the  present 
motion  adopted.  Why?  Because  the  complete 
defence  of  the  country  is  not  to  be  effected  by  two 
millions  of  dollars.  Mr.  H.  recapitulated  what 
had  been  done  by  way  of  defence;  but  said  these 
amounted  to  notning,  they  were  only  measures  of 
precaution,  a  commencement  of  defence,  and  if 
those  events  take  place  which  all  think  probable, 
a  much  larger  sum  of  money  will  be  wanted. 
Mr.  H.  said  it  would  be  seen,  by  the  report  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  that  they  did  not 
take  into  view  the  expense  which  might  be  incur- 
red for  the  military  defence  of  the  country,  either 
by  a  provisional  army,  or  by  detachments  of  mili- 
tia. And  would  any  one  say  that  it  would  be 
proper  to  rise  without  providing  a  military  defence 


for  the  country?  Or  could  they  say  that  no  part 
of  the  80,000  militia,  ordered  to  be  held  in  readi* 
ness,  would  not  be  called  into  service?  Or  would 
it  be  proper  to  sit  down,  satisfied  that  our  enemy 
will  not  invade  us,  though  they  see  we  are  not 
prepared  to  meet  them?    He  hoped  not. 

How  then  was  the  money,  which  would  be 
necessary,  to  be  raised?  It  must  be  raised  by 
loans.  And  how  can  these  be  ol^tained?  Not 
on  a  precarious  possibility  of  an  increase  of  reve» 
nue,  but  upon  a  permanent  revenue,  which  wifl 
not  only  pay  the  interest  but  secure  the  repay- 
ment or  the  capital  within  a  reasonable  time. 
Had  they  not  heard  a  gentleman,  very  conver- 
sant in  this  business  (Mr.  S.  Smith,)  say  that  no 
moneyed  man  would  advance  his  money  to  €k>v- 
ernment,  except  a  solid  security  was  provided? 
The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  had  said  the  same; 
and  to  say  that  loans  would  not  be  wanted,  was 
to  say  that  we  should  not  be  attacked.  He  be- 
lieved the  soundest  principles  of  policy  and  good 
sense  required  that  this  tax  should  not  be  UMuk 
temporary ;  if  it  were,  should  the  French  invade 
us,  they  will  find  an  empty  Treasury,  and  a  total 
want  of  the  means  of  defence;  they  will  see  the 
same  inducements  here  which  invited  them  to 
Naples  and  to  Rome ;  and  blindly  good-natured 
must  those  be  who  think  they  would  not  take 
advantage  of  such  circumstances. 

These.  Mr.  H.  said,  were  the  impressions  upon 
his  mind,  and  though  he  did  not  address  them  to 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  he  did  address 
them  to  those  who  believed  with  him  that  it  was 
necessary  to  defend  the  country,  and  he  trusted 
they  would  be  impressed  with  the  necessity  of 
opposing  this  motion;  for  he  was  convinced,  if 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  succeeded  in 
making  this  tax  annual,  it  would  be  his  endeavor 
next  year  to  do  it  away  altogether;  for  he  was  of 
opinion  that  gentleman  would  never  think  it  neces- 
sary to  defend  the  country.  He  had  all  at  once 
lost  sight  of  the  national  debt,  which  he  formerly 
called  a  cwrBe^  or  he  would  not  object  to  this  tax, 
because  more  might  be  raised  by  it  than  would  be 
wanted  for  the  purposes  of  defence,  because  what- 
ever surpluses  miffht  arise,  would  of  course  go  to 
that  object.  He  bad  now  great  confidence  in  the 
permanency  of  our  revenue;  whereas,  when  he 
had  opposed  that  gentleman  on  a  former  occasion, 
when  he  wished  to  have  introduced  a  land-tax  in 
time  of  peace,  he  spoke  of  the  defalcation  whiek 
would  take  place  in  our  revenue  in  case  of  war; 
and  when  he  (Mr.  H.)  expressed  a  different 
opinion,  that  gentleman  said  he  should  leave  him 
to  enjoy  his  happy  dream.  But  now  he  had  all 
at  once  great  conndence  in  our  revenues,  and  was 
decidedly  against  a  land-tax. 
*  But,  admitting  that  it  is  right  in  this  case  to 
calculate  on  cents  and  half  cents,  has  the  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania  been  correct  in  his  state- 
ments? No;  he  has  made  many  and  very  con- 
siderable mistakes. 

In  the  first  place  the  gentleman  has  erred  con- 
siderably in  respect  to  the  deferred  and  Dutch 
debts ;  for  in  1803  it  amounts  to  no  less  a  mm 
than  9S,641,45a    And  how  can  he^  say  that  tha 
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average  yearly  paymeot  on  accotmt  of  this  debt 
would  be  ODly  $800,000?  for  we  have  not  the 
power  of  thus  distributing  the  payments:  they 
must  be  made  as  they  become  due. 

In  the  more  minute  parts  of  his  statement  are 
several  errors.  Our  diplomatic  intercourse  is 
stated  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  at 
$103,650  for  this  year  ;  but  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  informs  the  House  that  there  have 
been  only  $63,000  agreed  to  for  that  department. 
But  that  gentleman  forgets  we  have  four  Minis- 
ten  on  the  Barbary  coast,  and  that  $30,000  were 
appropriated  to  refund  our  Consuls  money  ad- 
vanced by  them  for  the  relief  of  our  sailors  abroad, 
and  that  there  is  as  much  probability  we  should  have 
it  to  pay  next  year  as  we  have  had  it  to  pay  this. 

The  gentleman  had  also  stated  that  the  expense 
of  light^iouses,  buoys,  and  public  piers— stated  at 
$40,000 — was  a  temporory  expense  ;  but  how  did 
the  gentleman  know  this  ?  Did  not  the  House 
iPecoUect  that  calls  for  expenses  of  this  kind  were 
Dtade  eve^  year  1  There  is  now  a  report  from 
Ike  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on  the  table,  rec- 
ommending an  expense  of  $60,000  for  the  erection 
ot  i»ers  in  the  river  Delaware  alone.  It  could  not 
be  said,  therefore,  that  this  expense  would  not  oc- 
eur  in  future.  So  also  with  respect  to  deficiencies  in 
the  Military  Department.  In  the  year  1796  there 
was  a  deficiency  of  $96,000;  in  1797,  $170,000; 
and  yet  it  is  said  we  need  not  expect  any  such  de- 
ficiency in  future.  He  also  observes  that  the  sum 
^$130,000  for  the  payment  of  old  accounts,  and 
for  the  reimbursing  the  unfunded  and  registered 
debts,  is  not  agreed  to  by  the  House.  He  knew 
the  bill  was  not  yet  passed,  but  the  principle  had 
been  agreed  to,  and  a  bill  ordered  to  be  brought  in. 

With  respect  to  what  the  gentleman  had  .said 
relative  to  the  increase  of  our  revenue,  and  the 
Editions  to  be  expected  from  new  duties^  he 
would  make  some  onservations.  Mr.  H.  admitted 
it  was  possible  that  the  duties  on  imposts  and  ton- 
nage might  be  as  great  this  year  as  they  were  the 
last ;  but  could  any  one  say  that  this  was  to  be 
relied  upon  ?  It  was  very  possible  that  many  of 
the  merchants  might  not  be  able  to  pay  their 
bends,  though  the  consumption  might  be  equal  to 
what  it  is  at  present.  When  the  first  shock  of 
war  shall  h»ve  passed  over,  our  revenue,  he 
doubted  not,  would  be  e^ual  to  what  it  is  at  pres- 
ent ;  bat  by  the  ruin  which  that  first  shock  would 
•eeaaion  among  the  merchants,  it  might  be  ex- 
pected that  considerable  losses  would  be  sustained 
e^  the  public.  But.  admitting  there  may  be  a  par- 
Hal  deficiency,  the  gentleman  supposes  it  will  rise 
again  by  the  year  1801.  He  trusted,  however, 
that  the  defence  of  the  country  would  not  be  left 
upon  a  conjecture  of  this  kind.  He  trusted  a  ma- 
jority of  this  House  were  ready  to  meet  our  diffi- 
eiihies  with  firmness  ;  if  so,  they  will  negative 
the  amendment.  The  tax,  if  thought  necessary, 
might  be  limited  for  a  number  of  years ;  but  to 
say  it  should  be  a  temporary  annual  tax  upon 
the  peace  system,  would  not  answer  the  purpose 
Ibr  which  it  was  wanted. 

As  to  the  additional  indirect  taxes  which  the 
fentkman  esttttaled  at  $3d0^,  he  hmi  no  doubt 


that  they  would  aid  the  revenue ;  but,  if  they 
would  keep  it  at  its  present  amount,  it  was  all  that 
could  be  expected. 

Taking  all  these  things  into  vieW;  he  believed 
it  would  he  the  truest  wisdom  and  policy  to  reject 
this  motion. 

Mr.  Otis  wished  to  inquire  of  his  colleague^ 
before  he  proceeded  to  make  any  observationa^ 
whether  he  would  consent  to  withdraw  his  mo- 
tion, and  admit  of  another  in  its  place ;  but  as  he 
did  not  see  him  in  his  place,  he  would  state  what 
his  proposition  was.  He  supposed  it  was  the  ob- 
ject of  his  colleague  to  prevent  the  tax  frombei^ 
permanent.  He  knew  that  gentleman  too  weU 
to  believe  he  wished  to  render  the  tax  futile.  He 
proposed,  therefore,  instead  of  this  amendment,  to 
retain  the  word  "  annuallv,"  and  to  add  "  until 
all  loans  that  may  be  authorized  by  law  on  the 
credit  of  such  tax  be  reimbursed." 

If  the  motion  of  his  colleague  was  negatived, 
or  withdrawn,  he  would  make  this  motion.  He 
hoped  the  motion  of  his  colleague  would  not  ob- 
tain ;  if  it  did,  we  should  never  be  able  to  raise  one- 
fourth  part  of  the  sum  proposed,  until  it  was  toe 
late  to  apply  the  money  to  the  object  intendeiL 
Gentlemen  seemed  to  be  of  opinion  that  these  two 
millions  were  not  to  be  x>btained  before  they  could 
be  raised  bjr  the  proposed  tax.  He  was  of  a  far 
different  opinion.  He  supposed  the  occasion  for 
expense  mi^ht  hare  ceased  before  any  of  that  mo- 
ney came  into  the  Treasury,  and  that  our  imme-. 
diate  wants  could  bnly  be  supplied  by  loans ;  and 
surely  no  gentleman,  who  was  seriously  of  opinion 
that  this  money  was  wanted,  could  reconcile  it  to 
hiiiiself  to  vote  for  the  present  amendment. 

This  idea  of  his,  Mr.  O.  said,  that  money  could 
not  be  obtained  on  loan,  except  a  permanent  tax 
was  laid,  was  not  singular  to  himself.  He  had 
inquired  of  several  merchants  of  this  city  who 
were  connected  with  banks,  who  say  that  they, 
and  all  other  men,  will  be  unwilling  to  lend  thenr 
money  on  a  tax  restricted  as  this  is  proposed  to  be^ 
He  did  not  suppose  Gbvernment  would  be  able  to 
borrow  more  than  $500,000  upon  this  tax,  if  thus 
passed;  which,  from  its  novel  and  complicated 
nature,  mi^ht  create  discontent  in  the  people,  and 
become  odious  to  them.  For,  though  he  did  not 
himself  apprehend  that  this  would  l:^  the  case,  yel 
men  who  nad  to  lend  money  would  suppose  mil 
these  things,  and  make  their  conditions  accord- 
ingly. But,  if  the  amendment  which  he  wished 
to  substitute  was  adopted,  every  ol^ept  of  his  col- 
league, he  apprehended,  would  be  secured,  and 
the  funds  wolud  be  pledged  until  the  money  bor- 
rowed was  repaid. 

Soon  after  the  late  despatches  from  our  Minis- 
ters were  read  to  this  House,  and  the  common  senae 
of  the  community  was  convinced  of  the  necessity 
there  was  for  immediately  going  into  measures  cJF 
defence,8peakin^oftheagreeable unanimity  which 
seemed  to  prevail  in  the  House,  it  was  prophesied 
to  him,  by  men  who  had  been  much  longer  in  this 
body  than  himself,  that,  notwithstanding  all  this 
appearance,  yet  certain  gentlemen  in  the  House 
would  take  care  so  to  embarrass  the  detail  of  the 
business,  that  they  might  just  as:^!«U  hayejr«fQMf| 
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to  assent  to  the  priDciple.  [Mr.  Dana  hoped  these 
remarks  were  not  meant  to  apply  to  the  mover  of 
the  present  proposition.]  Mr.  O.  said  he  felt  some 
difficalty  in  speaking  on  this  suhject,  from  the  mo- 
tion coming  from«the  quarter  whence  it  came; 
but  he  trusted  his  friend  would  not  apply  these 
remarks  to  himself.  [Mr.  Venable  hoped  the 
fentleman  did  not  mean  to  insinuate  that  any  gen- 
tleman was  actuated  by  inproper  motives.  The 
Si^AKBB  said  it  was  improper  to  speak  of  motives.] 
Mr.  O.  added,  that  his  object  was  to  show  that 
the  opposition  made  to  this  tax  would  have  nearly 
the  same  effect  as  voting  against  it  in  the  first 
instance ;  for  he  doubted  whether  a  shilling  could 
be  got  upon  it,  if  passed  in  this  way.  Perhaps 
many  wisn  that  this  should  be  the  case ;  they  may 
thins  the  money  is  not  wanted.  If  there  was  any 
wisdom  in  thus  acting,  he  could  not  see  it.  and 
therefore  could  not  give  gentlemen  that  credit  for 
^eir  actions  which  they  may  think  they  deserve. 
Mr.  O.  expressed  his  astonishment  that  gentlemen 
who  were  two  or  three  years  ago  in  favor  of  a  land 
tax.  should  now  be  wholly  oppossd  to  it.  He  also 
adaed  that  he  had  heard  anoiner  prophecy,  which 
was,  that  many  gentlemen  who  were  always  a  varse 
to  a  land-tax  would  not  now  a^ree  to  it,  but  at- 
tempt to  defeat  it,  however  willing  they  were  to 
go  into  measures  of  defence  for  the  country,  when 
those  measares  were  unconnected  with  the  raising 
of  money.    He  hoped  this  would  not  come  true. 

Mr.  R.  Williams  observed,  it  was  a  fortunate 
circumstance  that  the  present  motion  was  made  by 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  though,  even 
that  circumstance  could  not  secure  gentlemen 
from  abuse;  for,  thojigh  his  friends  cannot  but 
aDow  the  mover's  motives  are  pure,  yet  they  have 
imputed  the  worst  views  to  those  wno  support  it. 

For  his  part,  he  could  not  see  how  the  principle 
«f  defence  could  be  connected  with  the  present 
motion,  which  went  merely  to  limit  the  duration 
^  the  tax.  Could  gentlemen  suppose,  for  a  nK>- 
ment,  that  Congress  would  not  always  be  willing 
to  renew  this  law  while  the  necessities  of  the  coun- 
try required  it  ?  He  had  always  been  in  favor  of 
limiting  revenue  laws ;  he  wished  all  taxes  up:>n 
the  people  to  be  kept  in  force  only  by  the  consent 
•«f  all  the  branches  of  the  €k)vemment,  and  this 
could  only  be  done  by  this  means. 

But  there  seems  to  be  something  more  intended 
by  this  law  than  is  apparent.  It  was  said  that  our 
present  situation  requires  this  tax;  but  when  a 
motion  is  made  to  limit  the  law,  gentlemen  say  it 
is  to  go  further.  [Mr.  Harpbr  said,  the  gentle- 
man  was  mistaken ;  he  was  willing  the  law  should 
expire  when  our  necessities  should  no  longer  re- 
Biain.]  Mr.  W.said,  he  knew  the  gentleman  talked 
both  ways.  He  argued  upon  the  necessity  of  mak- 
ing the  tax  permanent,  in  order  to  obtain  loans 
upon  it,  at  the  same  time  that  he  concluded  with 
aaving  it  might  be  limited.  The  House  had  been 
told,  also,  by  the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  (Mr.  S. 
8mith.)  that  whilst  the  enthusiasm  of  the  people 
was  alive,  thb  tax  might  be  kid,  and  money  bor- 
rowed. Mr.  W.  hoped  no  improper  advantage 
would  be  taken  of  this  enthusiasm. 
*    The  gentleman  from  South  Caro&iDa  (Mr.  Har. 


per)  has,  as  is  usual  with  him,  consumed  one-4)alf 
of  his  speech  in  censuring  the  conduct  of  mem- 
bers of  this  House,  because  they  do  not  agree  with 
him  in  opinion  as  to  what  is  the  proper  defence 
of  this  country,  and  in  recounting  what  France 
has  done  in  Europe. 

As  to  what  that  gentleman  had  said  with  respect 
to  motives,  he  believed  every  gentleman  had  a 
right  to  deliver  his  sentiments  freelv.  without  be- 
ing subject  to  the  lash  of  that  gentleman,  or  any 
other.  How  could  it  be  fairly  argued,  because 
gentlemen  desired  to  limit  the  duration  or  this  law. 
that  they  were  unwilling  to  defend  their  country  f 
No  such  conclusion  could  be  drawn.  He  believed 
the  people  of  this  country  would  always  be  found 
ready  to  defend  themselres,  as  far  as  their  own 
interests  and  the  interests  of  the  country  required ; 
but  not  to  defend  other  nations.  The  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina  never  spoke  on  the  subject  of 
defence,  but  he  went  into  Europe,  to  tell  the  House 
what  was  going  on  there.  He  thought  enough 
had  been  said  on  this  subject. 

The.  gentleman  had  talked  much  of  nationid 
honor  ^nd  national  dignity ;  but  he  wished  him  to 
recollect  that  national  honor  and  national  dignity- 
was  national  interest.  But  the  dignity  and  honor, 
which  were  too  often  spoken  of,  were  mere  phai^ 
toms ;  and  what  is  looked  upon  as  disgraceful  in 
one  country^  may  be  looked  upon  as  honorable  in 
another.  But  the  dignity  and  honor  which  he 
spoke  of  was  the  same  in  all  countries ;  it  was  the 
interest  of  the  people.  He  believed  that  some  ffen- 
tlemen  would  even  account  it  honorable  to  go  into 
Europe,  and  endeavor  to  raise  up  all  the  crowned 
heads  which  had  fallen  in  the  course  of  the  present 
war.    He  liked  no  such  honor. 

The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  has  not 
only  to^ay,  but  often^  reprobated  the  idea  of  in- 
trooucing  calculation  into  our  debates  when  mea- 
sures of  defence  have  been  under  consideration ; 
whereas  it  appeared  to  himself  the  true  ground 
upon  which  they  ought  to  act.  He  believed,  if 
nations  in  general  were  to  sit  down  and  count  the 
cost  before  they  went  to  war,  one-half  the  blood 
and  treasure  which  are  now  caused  to  flow,  would 
in  such  case  be  spared.  Wherever  a  nation  wv 
about  to  enter  into  a  war  to  support  its  rights  with- 
out its  jurisdiction,  it  was  perfecUy  rijght  to  ait 
down  and  calculate  the  expense  of  doing  it;  iie 
agreed,  when  a  country  was  attacked  Upon  its  own 
territory,  that  was  not  the  time  to  tall  about  ex- 
pense. It  appeared  to  him,  in  such  a  situation, 
our  defence  would  not  so  much  consist  of  money 
as  of  individual  exertion.  In  his  opinion,  free  meoi 
fought  for  liberty,  and  slaves  for  money. 

The  House  was  told,  that  if  this  money  was  not 
wanted,  it  would  be  safe  in  the  Treasury,  or  ap- 
plied to  the  reduction  of  the  public  debt ;  but  ne 
bdieved  it  would  not  be  in  the  power  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina  to  convince  him,  or 
the  people  of  this  country,  that  the  money  will  not 
remain  as  safe  in  the  pockets  of  the  people,  until 
it  is  wanted,  as  in  the  Treasury.  He  believed  the 
willingness  of  the  people  to  give  the  money  when 
it  is  wanted  cannot  be  questioned ;  and  if  that  gen- 
tleman had  ail  the  reliance  upon  di^  people  which 
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he  pretends  to  have,  be  would  not  wish  to  take 
their  money  when  he  was  not  certain  it  would  be 
wanted. 

If  tbis  land-tax  was  to  become  a  permanent  tax 
in  time  of  peace,  what  must  be  resorted  to  in  case 
of  war?  Every  session  recourse  had  been  had  to 
new  duties.  Some  exigency  or  other  had  always 
called  for  an  increase  of  taxes ;  so  tbat  we  have 
got  excise  laws,  a  salt-tax,  a  stamp-tax,  and  a  va- 
riety of  others,  without  the  national  debt  being  in 
any  considerable  degree  diminished ;  and  now,  in 
an  apprehension  of  danger,  when  a  land-tax  is  to 
be  resorted  to,  gentlemen  are  not  willing  h  should 
cease  when  the  occasion  which  calls  for  it  ceases. 

It  was  even  said,  that  to  limit  this  law,  would 
show  a  degraded  and  colonial  spirit.  It  was  the 
first  tiine  he  ever  heard  such  an  effect  ascribed  to 
the  limitation  of  a  revenue  law.  But  gentlemen 
say,  the  law  can  at  any  time  be  repealed.  It  is 
not,  however,  so  easy  to  repeal  a  law  as  to  make 
it.  Though  this  branch  might  consent  to  repeal 
it,  the  other  might  not ;  or  if  the  two  Houses  con- 
curred, the  President  might  not.  The  consent  of 
all  was  necessary. 

As  to  our  late  despatches,  containing  the  conver- 
sations of  X,  Y,  and  Z,  which  gentlemen  seemed 
so  much  to  rely  upon,  he  confessed  his  opinions 
had  not  been  at  all  changed  by  them .  He  believed, 
before  they  were  communicated,  that  this  country 
bad  been  greatly  injured  by  France,  and  he  was 
not  ready  to  take  any  step  now  that  he  was  not 
ready  to  take  before.  He  believed  that  he,  and 
and  others  who  voted  with  him,  should  be  as  wil- 
ling to  defend  the  country,  in  case  of  danger,  as 
those  gentlemen  who  are  continually  raisins  up 
military  phantoms  for  the  purpose  of  knocking 
them  down  again.  He  hoped  the  amendment 
would  be  agreed  to. 

A  motion  was  made  and  carried  to  adjourn, 
without  the  question  being  taken. 

Monday,  May  7. 

Mr.  Davis  laid  the  followinfi:  resolution  upon  the 
table: 

«•  Resolved,  That  the  number  of  troops  in  the  service 
of  the  United  States  on  the  Military  EstabUshment,  be 
so  increased,  that,  including  the  troops  now  in  actual 
service,  the  regiment  of  Artillerists  and  Engineers,  to 
be  raised  under  an  act  of  Congress,  passed  the  present 
session,  it  shill  amount  to  ten  thousand  officers,  non- 
commissioned  officers,  and  privates,  inclusive." 

PRESENTS  TO  MINISTERS. 

Mr.  PiNCKNET  said,  he  rose  to  request  leave  to 
withdraw  the  resolution  which  had  yesterday  been 
laid  upon  the  table  by  his  colleague,  Mr.  Harper, 
without  hb  knowledge,  respecting  a  business 
which  bad  already  been  decided  relative  to  him- 
self, as  it  was  founded  upon  a  ground  which  was 
at  least  doubtful,  and  he  thought  out  of  order. 

The  Speaker  interrupted  Mr.  P.  to  say  that  he 
wouW  save  him  the  trouble  of  any  farther  obser- 
vations, by  saying  that  he  deemed  the  motion  out 
of  order. 

Mr.  PiNCKNEY  hoped,  notwithstanding,  he  should 
be  permitted  to  make  a  few  remarks  on  the  subject. 


The  Speaker  replied,  that  any  remarks  upon  a 
business  alreadv  decided  would  not  be  in  order, 
and  could  not  oe  admitted  without  general  con- 
sent. A  pretty  general  cry  of  ^'  I  hope  the  gentle- 
man will  be  permitted  to  proceed,"  being  heard^ 
Mr.  PiNCKNEY  went  on. 

He  said,  it  was  with  reluctance  he  took  up  the 
time  of  the  House  a  moment  in  a  matter  relatinff 
to  himself,  particularly  at  present,  when  so  mucE 
important  business  pre»sed  for  consideration  ;  bat 
he  wished  to  state  his  reasons  for  wishing  this 
motion  to  be  withdrawn,  lest  it  should  seem  to 
have  been  brought  forward  by  his  consent.  He 
was  grateful  for  the  good  intentions  of  his  col- 
league, because  he  doubtless  thought  the  vote 
which  had  passed  on  the  {)receding  day  might 
cast  some  imputation  upon  his,  Mr.  Fs,  character. 
But  he  also  wished  it  to  be  withdrawn,  because  it 
was  founded  on  at  least  a  doubtful  suggestion,  viz: 
that  it  is  not  customary  for  the  Uni^  States  to 
make  presents  to  forei^  Ministers  leaving  this 
cotmtry.  He  believed  it  was  customary  to  do  so. 
But  another  reason  for  wishing  it  to  be  withdrawn 
was.  that  the  discussion  of  it  might  not  subject 
him  to  a  species  of  trial  as  to  his  public  conduct, 
in  which  he  should  not  be  at  liberty  to  make  his 
defence.  He  should  never  shrink  from  any  au- 
thorized investigation  of  his  conduct;  but  he 
should  wish  to  avoid  any  unauthorized  proceed- 
infi"  of  that  kind. 

But  his  principal  reason  for  troubling  the  House 
was  to  assign  bis  reasons  for  addressing  a  letter  to 
Congress  on  this  subject,  apparently  of  so  trifling 
a  nature.  With  respect  to  the  present  ofiered  to 
him  by  the  Court  of  Spain,  it  would  have  been 
improper  for  him,  under  any  construction  of  the 
Constitution^  to  have  received  it,  as  he  was  at  that 
time  also  Mmister  to  Great  Britain.  Upon  this 
ground  it  was  that  he  wrote  to  the  Spanish 
Minister  declining  the  acceptance  of  the  present 
offered  to  him  from  that  Court,  except  he  should 
obtain  leave  of  Congress  to  do  so.  This  being 
the  case,  whatever  might  have  been  the  propriety  d[ 
accepting  of  the  present  offered  to  him  by  the  Court 
of  Qreat  Britain,  there  would  have  been  at  least 
an  appearance  or  inconsistency  to  have  received 
a  present  from  one  Court,  and  not  from  the  other. 
He  therefore  gave  the  same  answer  to  both. 

This  he  hoped  would  account  satisfactorily  for 
having  troubled  Congress  with  any  application 
on  this  subject.  It  was  from  a  respect  which  he 
thought  due  to  the  Court  of  Spain,  from  the  fa- 
vorable treatment  he  had  received  from  them,  and 
being  fully  satisfied  with  all  their  conduct  towards 
him,  that  he  thougj^t  it  proper  to  make  the  appli- 
cation. The  other,  respecting  Great  Britain,  was 
involved  with  it. 

Mr.  P.  said,  he  did  apprehend  there  would  have 
been  a  propriety  in  this  House,  at  the  time  they 
rejected  the  resolution  sent  from  the  Senate,  to 
have  assigned  a  reason  why  they  did  so.  He 
would  say  why  he  thought  so.  He  thought  the 
Constitution  expressly  aflows,  that,  in  some  cases, 
presents  may  be  received  from  a  foreign  Power, 
out  that  the  power  of  deciding  upon  this  shall  be 
left  in  the  hands  of  the  Legislature,  as  a  check  upon 
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officers  that  they  may  not  improperly  receive  any 
present  from  a  foreign  Power.  But,  considering 
this  power  to  have  been  intended  as  a  check  upon 
the  improper  conduct  of  officers,  it  must  strike  the 
minds  of  the  public  when  they  are  told  that  an  offi- 
cer was  refused  this  privilege,  that  he  had  not 
done  his  duty,  especially  if  the  refusal  was  unqual- 
ified, and  unaccompanied  with  any  reason  for  the 
refusal,  and  that  the  refusal  was  intended  as  a 
censure  upon  his  conduct. 

It  was  in  this  point  of  view,  that  he  conceived 
the  conduct  of  the  person  to  whom  this  privilege 
was  refused^  was  implicated,  without  an  opportu- 
nity of  being  heard  in  his  defence.  He  should  be 
far  from  wishing  any  resolution  to  be  entered  into 
approving  of  his  conduct ;  but  there  was  a  great 
distinction  between  approving  and  disapproving ; 
between  censure  and  applause ;  and  altnough  he 
did  not  desire  applause,  he  could  have  wished  to 
have  avoided  censure.  All  that  he  wished  had 
been  done  was,  that  the  House  should  have  stated 
something  of  tnis  kind, "  deeming  it  improper  that 
the  diplomatic  agents  of  the  United  States  should 
receive  a  present  from  any  foreign  Prince  or  State, 
the  request  cannot  be  complied  with ;"  as,  without 
this,  tne  natural  inference  must  be,  that  there  has 
been  some  misbehaviour  in  the  officer,  or  the  usual 
privilege  would  not  have  been  refused.  He  called 
It  usual,  because  whenever  it  had  heretofore  been 
applied  for,  it  had  been  invariably  granted,  and 
the  rejection  of  the  resolution  from  the  Senate, 
mast,  therefore,  be  looked  upon  as  establishing  an 
imputation  upon  his  character.  It  was  saying  to 
the  world,  ^^  Every  other  person  in  a  similar  situa- 
tion, has  been  permitted  to  accept  of  these  presents, 
but  you,  and  you  alone  are  an  exception ;  you 
cannot  receive  them."  Such  a  person  may  have 
been  worth^r  of  condemnation ;  he  may  have  be- 
trayed the  interest  of  his  country;  but  it  was 
inja3tice  to  that  person  to  condemn  him  without 
a  trial. 

Mr.  P.  said,  he  thought  it  necessary,  in  justice 
to  himself,  to  make  these  observations  before  the 
House,  from  a  regard  which  he  felt,  in  common 
with  other  gentlemen,  for  his  reputation — more  par- 
ticularly as  this  matter  would  appear  upon  the 
Journals  of  the  House,  and  misht  not  only  reflect 
upon  himself,  but  upon  his  children  after  him; 
tbev  niigj^t  be  pointed  at  by  the  finger  of  scorn, 
as  tne  offspring  of  a  man  who  had  betrayed  the 
interests  of  his  country.  It  was  under  the  im- 
pression of  these  ideas  that  he  had  been  led  to 
trouble  the  House,  and  he  trusted  he  should  stand 
excused  for  having  done  so. 

Mr.  McDowell  rose,  but  was  prevented  from 
speaking  by  the  Speaker^  who  declared  that  no- 
thing more  could  be  admitted  on  a  subject  which 
was  not  before  the  House. 

Mr.  Harpee  rose.  He  was  also  checked  by  the 
Speaker,  but  not  before  he  had  declared  he  brought 
forward  the  motion  in  question  without  the  know- 
ledge of  his  colleague. 

ADDITIONAL  REVENUE. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  order  of  the 
day,  when  the  Speaker  having  stated  the  ques- 


tion to  be  to  strike  out  the  word  annually  in  the 
first  resolution, 
Mr.  D.  Foster  rose,  and  observed  that,  for  a 

1'ustiO cation  of  himself  to  those  who  knew  him. 
le  need  not  declare  that  the  motion,  which  had 
caused  so  much  agitation,  was  made  with  good 
intentions ;  that  it  was  not  designed  to  embarrass 
the  measure  of  Government,  or  with  a  view  to 
prevent  a  provision  of  revenues  adequate  to  the 
present  or  probable  future  exigencies;  or  from  any 
reluctance  on  his  part  to  concur  in  every  measure 
requisite  for  an  effectual  defence  of  our  country. 
To  the  uniform  tenor  of  his  conduct,  on  all  occa- 
sions, since  he  had  the  honor  of  a  seat  in  this 
House,  he  would  cheerfully  appeal.  Those  with 
whom  he  associated  knew  that  nothing  was  more 
dear  to  his  heart  than  the  honor,  the  dignity,  the 
liberty,  and  the  independence  of  his  country.  He 
did  not.  therefore,  consider  many  of  the  remarks 
which  had  been  made  on  this  subject,  as  applica- 
ble to  himself,  nor  should  he  take  any. measures 
whatever  to  repel  them.  If  his  friends  intended 
he  should  make  a  personal  application,  their  ob^ 
ject  was  lost.  Alike  indifferent  to  censure  as  ajfr* 
plause,  when  unmerited,  he  had  ever  done,  and, 
as  far  as  he  could  be  informed,  he  would  continue 
to  do,  what,  at  the  time,  appeared  to  be  his  duty. 

He  was  as  deeply  impressed  as  any  gentleman 
of  this  House  could  be,  with  a  sense  of  the  neces- 
sity and  importance  of  sufficient  and  productive 
sources  of  revenue.  Measures  Tor  defence  must 
be  expensive :  without  the  means  to  carry  them 
into  effect,  all  our  acts  and  resolutions  are  vain 
and  futile. 

Protection  to  our  commerce,  defence  to  oar 
frontiers  and  seacoasts,  security  to  our  rights  as  a 
nation,  energy  and  respectability  to  the  operations 
of  Government,  are  not  to  be  obtained  without 
money,  and  if  tne  present  revenues  are  not  suffi- 
cient, more  must  undoubtedly  be  provided* 

Mr.  F.  further  observed,  that  he  had  ever  en- 
tertained the  hope  that,  unless  in  case  of  an  ac- 
tual invasion,  the  assessment  of  a  land  tax,  for  the 
support  of  the  measures  of  this  Government,  might 
be  avoided.  That  is  the  only  remaining  resource 
of  some  of  the  State  Grovernments.  The  one  to 
which  he  belonged  could  resort  to  no  other  for  the 
payment  of  its  civil  list  and  to  discharge  a  con- 
siderable debt  which  it  has  contracted,  and  which 
has  not  been  provided  for  by  the  General  Gk)vern' 
ment.  Still,  however,  if  the  circumstances  of  our 
country  are  such  as  to  require  a  temporary  sup* 
ply  from  that  quarter,  the  people  will  not  object 
against  a  payment.  They  will  submit  to  the  in- 
convenience with  cheerfulness,  so  long  as  it  shall 
be  found  to  be  necessary ;  but  they  will  not  feel 
satisfied  to  see  a  permanent  land  tax  imposed, 
when  other  means,  less  oppressive  in  their  effects, 
and  less  expensive  in  their  collection,  may  be  sub- 
stituted. Such,  he  believed,  might  be  devised, 
and  if  they  could  not  be  brought  immediately  into 
operation,  they  might  be  organized  in  a  short 
period.  Additional  duties  of  excise,  stamps,  and 
impost,  in  some  instances,  would,  in  his  view,  be 
preferable  to  a  permanent  system  of  direct  taxa- 
tion.   Another  measure,  which  appeared  to  him 
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to  merit  the  serious  attention  of  Congress,  and  of 
the  people  throughout  the  United  States,  is,  an 
alteration  of  the  Constitution  in  such  manner 
that  Congress  may.  be  authorized  te  levy  uniform 
duties  or  taxes  on  exports.  This  might  be  made 
k  rery  productive  source  of  revenue,  to  be  levied 
IB  such  a  manner  as  to  draw  the  principal  part,  if 
not  the  whole,  of  the  tax  from  foreigners,  without 
tlie  least  injury  or  inconvenience  to  our  own  citi- 
lens ;  but  time  will  be  requisite  to  mature  meas- 
ures of  this  kind.  He  had  not  such  an  antipathy 
to  the  idea  of  a  direct  tax,  but  he  was  willing 
to  look  at  the  subject,  and  examine  it  with 
candor.   • 

Although  he  did  not  mean  to  pledge  himself 
tkat  he  would  vote  for  it,  he  should  be  glad  to 
ace  a  bill  before  the  House,  that  opportunity 
might  be  given  to  examine  tne  subject  in  detail. 
Since  the  motion  he  had  submitted  had  been 
thought  so  exceptionable,  he  was  willing  for  the 
present  to  modify  it.  If  gentlemen  would  concur 
iwith  him  in  a  substitute,  he  would  withdraw  the 
■lotion  to^  strike  out  the  word  "annually,"  and 
'  propose  to^add,  as  an  amendment  at  the  enu  of  the 
iteolution,  the  following  words : 

**  To  be  collected  for  a  term  not  exceeding  —  years ; 
provided  the  Legislature  of  the  United  States  shaU  at 
aH  times  be  at  fbll  liberty  to  substitute  other  duties  or 
taxes  of  equal  value  in  Ueu  thereof,  for  the  purpose  of 
ilwfaaTging  any  debts  or  loans  whidi  may  be  contract- 
ad  on  the  eredit  of  said  tax.** 

Mr.  Harper  rose  to  second  the  motion^  because 
it  concurred  with  his  ideas  on  the  subject,  that 
the  revenues  ouffht  to  be  commensurate  witn  the 
debt  incurred.  He  need  not  repeat,  he  said,  that 
lie  had  always  been  opposed  to  a  land  tax,  except 
iti  the  case  of  a  war,  or  of  preparation  for  war ; 
but  he  now  believed  it  necessary. 

Mr.  Macon  hoped  this  motion  would  not  pre- 
rail.  In  the  State  ttom  which  he  came,  they  had 
an  annual  land  tax,  and  found  no  inconvenience 
from  its  being  annual.  He  had  no  idea  of  a  per- 
kkianent  tax  on  land,  as  all  the  State  Governments 
eollected  their  revenues  from  this  source,  or  from 
a  capitation  tax,  every  other  object  having  been 
seized  upon  by  the  United  States.  The  idea  of 
the  tax  being  laid  for  a  number  of  years,  would 
ndake  it  more  unpopular  than  anything  else.  All 
eur  revenue  laws  are  temporary.  But  it  was  said 
it  was  necessary  that  this  tax  should  be  perma- 
nent, in  order  to  obtain  loans  upon  it.  He  be- 
lieved loans  might  very  well  be  obtained  upon  it. 
though  it  were  passed  annually ;  for  certainly 
those  who  loaned  the  Government  money  would 
itare  so  much  confidence  in  it  as  to  believe  that 
it  would  pay  all  its  contracts  fairly  and  honora- 
bly. He  did  not  believe  that  all  the  money  ap- 
propriated could  be  expended  before  the  next  ses- 
sion of  Congress.  Besides,  there  is  a  surplus  mil- 
lion in  the  Treasury,  ready  for  any  purpose  which 
the  Executive  may  think  proper  to  apply  it  to. 

It  appeared  to  him,  as  it  did  to  the  gentleman 
itom  Massachusetts,  that  there  might  be  other 
litticles  of  taxation  fixed  upon.  Several  other  ar- 
ticles might  be  excised.  A  tax  might  be  laid 
Upon  all  mahogany  furniture,  all  furniture  made 


of  imported  materials,  all  looking  glasses  above  & 
certam  size,  watches  of  all  kinds,  plate  and  plated 
furniture,  prints,  umbrellas ;  another  description 
of  carriages,  viz :  those  with  plated  mountings, 
might  be  made  to  pay  a  higher  duty  than  others; 
American  ale,  beer,  and  porter,  might  also  be  ex- 
cised, and  a  higher  duty  put^upon  such  as  are 
imported ;  hair  powder  would  also  be  a  fit  object 
of  taxation.  He  thought  it  one  of  the  best  British 
taxes,  and  as  we  had  some  of  the  worst,  we  might 
as  well  have  it.  All  these  articles  were  used  by 
persons  who  could  very  well  afford'  to  pay  the 
tax.  If  any  mode  could  be  devised  of  raising 
money,  exclusively  of  a  land  tax  and  a  stamp  ta^ 
he  should  have  been  glad.  If  we  were  engasea 
in  war,  we  should  have  distress  enough,  ana  & 
land  tax  ought  to  be  bur  last  resource.  Con- 
gress might  go  on  and  have;  the  property  as- 
sessed, without  laying  any  tax.  He  did  not  be- 
lieve this  would  make  any  difference,  as  he  doubt< 
ed  whether  the  assessment  could  be  made  before 
the  next  session. 

But  it  had  been  said,  advantage  ought  to  be 
taken  of  the  present  moment  to  get  this  tax.  The 
same  thing  was  said  with  respect  to  the  Navy.  • 
He  did  not  think  it  necessary  to  take  advantage 
of  the  present  enthusiasm  of  the  people  to  collect 
a  tax;  the  people  would  always  obey  the  laws. 

The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Ons) 
had  said,  that  his  friends  had  prophesied  to  him 
that  there  would  be  opposition  when  the  subject 
of  ways  and  means  eame  before  the  House.  He 
might  also  have  heard  him  (Mr.  M.)  say  the 
same  thing ;  and  it  now  appeared  that  many  who 
were  ready  to  vote  for  expens^  were  now 
amongst  the  most  backward  in  proviaing  revenue. 
The  House  had  heard  an  elegant  oration  from  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  and  much  said 
about  France,  with  which  he  believed  we  had 
nothing  to  do.  He  wished  they  might  be  left  to 
manage  their  own  concerns,  and  suner  us  to  take 
care  of  our  own.  He  hoped  this  amendment 
would  be  negatived,  that  the  law  might  be  nega- 
tived. 

Mr.  Gallatin  considered  the  discussion  of  this 
amendment,  as  a  continuation  of  the  discussion 
of  Saturday  last;  the  only  difference  between  the 
two  questions  was,  that  what  was  then  an  affirm- 
ative, is  now  a  negative  position ;  and  those  in  fa- 
vor of  that  must^  of  course,  be  against  this.  For 
the  original  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts QAt.  D.  Foster)  was,  that  the  tax 
should  be  laid  for  one  year,  and  not  for  a  number 
of  years,  which  implied  that  it  could  not  be 
pledged  for  a  permanent  loan ;  but  on  this  day, 
the  same  gentleman  has  perfectly  changed  his 
ground,  for  his  motion  now  establishes  both  prin- 
ciples, viz :  that  it  shall  be  laid  for  a  number  of 
years,  and  that  it  may  be  pledged  for  a  permanent 
loan.  He  did  not  wonder,  therefore,  that  the  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  Harper)  sec- 
onded his  motion. 

There  could  only  be  two  reasons,. Mr.  Q.  said, 
why  such  an  amendment  should  obtain,  viz :  that 
our  permanent  expenses  will  be  such  as  to  render 
a  permanent'  tax  of  this  kind  necessary,  or  elsli 
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that  some  temporary  expense  is  contemplated  far 
greater  than  has  been  voted.  Neither  of  these 
principles  were  proved  either  by  the  gentleman 
nrom  South  Carolina  or  the  geotleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts. 

But  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  ^Mr. 
Habpbr)  instead  of  argument,  took  a  mode  wnich 
he  has  more  than  once  resorted  to,  of  giving  the 
House  some  violent  general  declamation  about  in- 
rasion,  the  fate  of  Venice,  divisions  at  home, 
weakness^  &c.,  which  would  apply  to  everything 
and  nothing.  *  This  had  been  the  theme  of  the 
gentleman  upon  erery  occasion  and  upon  every 

?iuestion,  from  the  repeal  of  the  stamp  act  and  the 
oreign  intercourse  bill  to  the  present  one ;  it  was 
his  general  ground^  and,  in  his  opinion,  did  not  on 
this  occasion  require  any  answer ;  nor  could  he 
<iomplain  of  the  manner  in  which  he  had  treated 
him,  as  he  had  divided  his  abuse  pretty  impartial- 
ly between  his  friend  from  Massacnusetts  and 
himself.  He  had  said  that  it  was  his  (Mr.  G.'s) 
object  to  oppose  everything  which  went  to  the 
defence  of  the  country,  and  that  he  had  too  good 
an  opinion  of  his  understanding  not  to  believe 
Cha(  he  was  sensible  that  would  be  the  effect  of  the 
motion  ;  but  as  he  did  not  believe  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  made  the  motion  with  this 
riew,  of  course,  he  must  believe  that  it  was  for 
the  want  of  understanding  that  that  gentleman 
did  not  see  the  effect  of  his  motion. 

For  without  attempting  to  reply  to  anything  of 
&at  kind,  and  believing  that  his  motives  and  the 
understanding  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts stood  on  as  good  ground,  at  least,  as  the  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina,  and  did  not  stand  in 
need  of  any  defence,  he  should  proceed  to  exam- 
ine that  part  of  his  speech  which  verged  a  little 
towards  argument. 

That  gentleman  had  said,  that  there  will  be 
much  greater  expense  to  be  met,  than  is  at  present 
Toted.  But  was  it  not  a  very  uncommon  thing  to 
tx>te  money  to  pay  an  expense  before  the  expense 
was  authorized  ?  Nay,  be  believed  that  the  ex- 
penses already  authorized  could  not  all  be  incur- 
red in  one  year.  But,  supposing  the  whole  of  the 
money  could  be  expended  during  this  year,  the 
tax  for  one  year  would  be  sufficient  for  the  whole 
amount  of  the  expense  authorized. 

It  was  a  perfectly  novel  doctrine  to  attempt  to 
prejudge  questions,  to  say  there  are  other  mea- 
sures which  may  be  voted  in  the  affirmative ;  we 
shall  want  so  much  for  this  and  that  obiect;  and, 
therefore,  it  will  be  necessary  to  make  the  tax  per- 
manent, was  a  curious  way  of  arguing.  When  an 
expense  was  about  to  be  incurred,  it  always  be* 
came  a  consideration  whether  the  means  could  be 
conveniently  found,  but  iie  never  knew  the  possi- 
bility of  expense  made  an  argument  in  favor  of 
raising  new  taxes,  before  it  was  actually  decided 
that  the  expense  should  take  place. 

He  confessed  he  did  not  entertain  those  feard 
which  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  had 
expressed,  with  respect  to  this  country  being  sub- 
jugated or  invaded;  nor  did  he  apprehend  the 
divisions  at  home  which  he  had  spoKen  of.  The 
necessity  of  a  standing  army  was  the  only  ground 


upon  which  a  calculation  of  any  considerable  ad- 
ditional expense  could  be  formed ;  the  House  hav- 
ing done  all  they  thought  necessary  for  the  Navy, 
fortifications,  arms,  and  galleys ;  so  that  there  now 
remains  nothing,  except  an  additional  or  a  pro- 
visional army,  that  can  require  additional  ex- 
penses. 

He  did  not,  however,  consider  that  subject  be- 
fore the  House,  nor  did  he  believe  that  any  meas- 
ure of  that  kind  was  necessary,  except  in  case  of 
actual  invasion.  He  did  not  mean  by  invasion, 
any  depredatory  incursions  upon  our  territory, 
which  the  militia  would  be  fully  able  to  meet,  but 
an  invasion  by  a  regular  army ;  for,  in  no  other 
case  would  a  r^ular  force  be  wanted.  He  was 
not  afraid  of  an  invasion  of  the  country,  because 
he  had  full  confidence  in  the  spirit  of  the  ijeople* 
in  the  lyilitia  of  the  codntry,  whose  spirit  ana 
strength  were  perfectly  known  abroad ;  and,  be- 
cause he  knew  that  the  great  maritime  exertion 
necessary  to  transport  any  considerable  force  to 
this  country,  and  the  distance  at  which  we  are 
situate  from  Europe,  renders  the  idea  of  invasion 
of  any  serious  kind  altogether  ridiculous.  He 
was  not  afraid  of  France  manning  her  gun-boats 
to  come  to  this  country.  He  looked  upon  the 
whole  as  a  bugbear.  He  wished  our  situation  to 
be  really  and  fairly  appreciated ;  but  he  did  not 
wish  to  ^ive  currency  to  imaginary  fears.  The 
truth,  without  exaggeration,  ought  to  be  known. 
If  an  invasion  was  not  apprehended,  he  saw  no 
reason  why  the  tax  should  be  permanent. 

But  it  was  said,  and  the  present  amendment  re* 
cognised  the  idea,  that  this  tax  was  wanted  as  a 
pledge  for  a  loan.  It  must  either  be  wanted  for 
anticipations,  or  for  a  permanent  loan.  He  would 
not  have  made  the  distinction,  had  not  the  gentler- 
man  from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Otis)  said,  except 
this  tax  was  made  permanent,  anticipations  could 
not  be  got  upon  it.  This  was  an  extraordinary 
assertion ;  for  anticipations  are  only  a  sum  of  mo- 
ney equal  to  the  amount  of  a  tax.  and  advanced  to 
Qovemment  before  the  tax  is  collected,  and  there- 
fore it  would  not  be  necessary  to  lay  this  tax  for 
two  or  three  years  to  secure  the  repayment  of  an 
anti(:ipation  equal  to  the  amount  or  the  tax  for 
one  year.  If  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  was 
not  able  or  willing  to  lend  the  Government  two 
millions  of  dollars,  they  would  not  do  it  even  if 
the  tax  was  laid  for  several  years.  In  England, 
the  land  tax  is  laid  yearly,  yet  the  Bank  of  Eng- 
land constantly,  and  every  year,  lends  by  antici- 
pation to  Government  its  annual  amount.  But,  in 
order  to  enable  the  Grovernment  to  make  perma- 
nent loans,  it  was  alleged  this  tax  must  be  perma- 
nent. If  a  permanent  tax  of  two  millions  was 
necessary,  he  wished  to  know  to  what  amount  it 
was  intended  to  borrow  money  ?  A  permanent 
tax  to  this  amount,  would,  as  had  been  stated  by 
the  gentleman  fVom  Maryland,  be  a  security  for 
ten  or  fifteen  millions  of  dollars,  leaving  a  sinking 
fund  of  one  million  of  dollars  a  year  for  its  repay- 
ment. And  unless  a  sum  of  money  to  this  ex- 
tent was  wanted,  there  would  be  no  necessity  to 
pledge  this  tax  Indeed,  if  the  money  waswantr 
ed  for  a  provisional  army,  or  an  auxiliary  army. 
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the  expense  of  which  was  calculated  at  eight  mii- 
lioos  for  the  first  year,  the  arguments  of  gentlemen 
were  perfectly  inapplicable.  We  do  not  stand  in 
need  of  a  land  tax  on  which  to  bottom  a  loan  to 
that  amount.  It  is  well  known  that  there  is  a 
surplus  million  in  our  revenue,  and  will  not  that 
be  a  sufficient  pledge  upon  which  to  bottom  a  loan 
for  that  purpose  1  No  longer  ago  than  last  ses- 
sion a  revenue  of  $200,000  on  stamps  was  voted 
for  the  purpose  of  a  fund  to  raise  a  loan  upon  for 
the  expenses  of  last  session ;  but  the  loan  had  not 
been  obtained,  the  expenses  of  last  session  had 
been  defrayed  out  of  the  current  revenues;  that 
fund  was  now  liberated,  and  was  a  pledge  upon 
which  a  loan  might  be  obtained. 

It  did  not  appear  to  be  either  prudent  or  politic, 
to  pledge  in  this  manner  every  revenue  of  the 
Union.  If  the  land  tax  was  to  be  pledged  for  a 
number  of  years,  what  would  be  our  situation  next 
year,  if  involved  in  war?  If  this  last  resource 
was  pledged,  he  knew  not  what  gentlemen  would 
apply  to  m  future  necessities.  Great  Britain  has 
never,  to  this  day,  pledged  her  land  tax,  amidst  all 
her  embarrassments. 

But  it  was  said,  that  it  may  be  proper  to  render 
this  tax  permanent  to  a  certain  degree,  as  any 
overplus  may  go  to  the  discharge  of  the  public 
debt.  And  here  he  was  charged  with  inconsist- 
ency, because,  two  years  ago,  he  was  in  favor  of  a 
land  tax.  It  was  extraordinary,  because  other 
gentlemen  had  changed  their  ground,  they  should 
charge  him  with  having  changed  his.  Are  not 
gentlemen  who  were  against  a  land  tax  two  years 
ago,  and  who  are  now  for  it,  so,  because  circum- 
stances have  changed  ?  He  was  in  favor  of  a 
land  tax  then,  because  the  revenue  was  not  so 
great  as  at  present,  and  he  therefore  changed  his 
opinion  with  the  circumstances.  Look  at  the 
documents  on  the  table,  and  it  would  be  found 
that,  two  years  ago,  the  duties  arising  from  impost 
and  tonnage  were  only  $5,80(X000.  At  that  time 
he  was  in  favor  of  a  land  tax  of  $1,200,000  in  order 
to  raise  the  revenue  up  to  seven  millions.  At 
present  the  revenue  from  imposts  and  tonnage 
alone  is  $7.549,649 ;  that  item  alone  gives  an  ad- 
ditional revenue  larger  by  $500,000  than  what  he 
was  desirous  to  obtain,  and  the  necessity  for  a  land 
tax  was  done  away.  It  was  most  extraordinary 
that,  because  he  wished  to  substitute  a  land  tax  for 
the  excise,  salt  tax,  stamps,  and  additional  impost 
duties,  now  when  all  these  had  taken  place  that 
gentlemen  should  insist  that  he  must  still  be  in 
favor  of  a  permanent  land  tax.  He  had  not  been 
in  favor  of^a  land  tax,  from  a  predilection  for  taxes 
generally;  for  he  thought  they  were  all  attended 
with  inconveniences ;  but  he  had  been  in  favor  of 
a  land  tax,  because  additional  revenue  was  then 
necessary,  and  -because  he  preferred  that  mode  of 
taxation  to  the  others.  But,  now  that  these  other 
taxes  had  been  preferred,  and  laid  by  Congress,  in 
opposition  to  his  own  opinion,  and  now  tnat  the 
additional  revenue  had  been  procured  by  those 
means,  be  had  no  wish  to  lay  a  permanent  land 
tax  in  addition  to  the  others.  But  he  was  called 
upon  to  vote  in  favor  of  this  bill,  because  he  had 
heretofore  called  the  public  debt  a  curse,  as  a  part 


of  this  tax  might  go  to  pay  off  that  debt ;  and,  in 
order  to  be  consistent,  he  ought  to  support  it. 

It  was  true,  that  he  considered  the  public  debt 
as  a  curse — as  a  great  evil — and  no  gentleman  on 
that  floor,  when  he  considered  that  three  or  four 
millions  of  dollars  a  year  were  paid  for  the  interest 
and  partial  instalments  of  the  debt,  but  inust  be 
convinced  our  situation  would  be  more  eligible  if 
we  were  without  that  debt.  Yet,  though  he  call-- 
ed  it  a  curse,  he  wished  it  to  be  honorably  paid« 
with  all  due  convenience;  but.  whenever  ne  haa 
a  favorite  object,  he  did  not  rush  focward  with  it. 
regardless  of  everything  else.  He  never  proposed 
to  pay  it  off  at  once.  There  would  be  as  much 
evil  attendant  on  paying  it  off  too  rapidly,  as  would 
arise  from  a  neglect  to  discharge  any  part  of  it. 
It  ought  only  to  be  paid  in  such  a  way  as  neither 
to  increase  the  burdens  of  the  people  beyond  a 
certain  rate,  nor  distress  the  country  by  sending 
out  of  it  too  much  money  at  a  time;  for  it  must 
be  recollected  that  the  greater  part  was  owned 
abroad.  The  calculation  he  had  made  formerly, 
was  to  pay  off  the  foreign  debt  in  twelve  years; 
and  he  believed  no  gentleman  could  tbink  it  ought 
to  be  paid  in  less  time ;  and  the  six  per  cent,  and 
deferred  stock  in  23  years,  according  to  contract. 
With  respect  to  the  3  per  cent,  stock,  gentlemen 
should  recollect  that  it  could  not  be  reduced  in  that 
way.  It  would  be  folly  to  pay  20^.  in  the  pound 
for  that  debt.  We  have  anotfier  resource  which 
will  be  ec^ual  to  the  payment  of  that,  viz:  the  land 
of  the  United  States.  This  had  been  his  obiect  at 
all  times:  it  was  still  what  he  contemplated;  and 
if  we  do  that,  and  keep  from  war,  or  increased  ex- 
penses, there  will  not  be  much  danger  to  be  ap- 
prehended from  that  debt. 

But  it  was  extraordinary  that  gentleman  should 
speak  of  reducing  the  public  debt,  on  the  present 
occasion,  whilst,  by  the  very  amendment  under 
consideration,  the  tax  was  to  be  rendered  perma- 
nent for  the  sole  purpose  of  pledging  it  for  a  loan 
and  of  increasing  the  public  debt.  Gentlemen 
are  not  willing  to  vote  for  it  from  year  to  year, 
because  they  wish  to  go  further  into  the  funding 
system.  They  want  a  tax  as  a  pledge  upon  which 
to  borrow  money,  and  yet  talk  of  paying  off  the 
old  debt.  If  that  tax  should  neither  be  wanted  to 
support  an  additional  army,  nor  as  a  pledge  for  a 
loan,  nor  as  a  fund  to  meet  the  permanent  expen- 
ses of  the  Union  after  the  year  1800,  from  past  ex- 
perience he  had  no  desire  to  increase  our  revenue 
beyond  our  wants.  He  had  already  stated  that 
the  present  revenue  is  sufficient  for  the  present 
expenses,  and  to  pay  off  the  debt  within  us  short 
a  time  as  it  would  be  desirable  to  pay  it  off;  and 
he  could  not  think  it  desirable,  therefore,  to  ex- 
tend the  tax  further  than  from  year  to  year. 

Gentlemen  tell  others  that  the  tax  may  be  at 
any  time  repeated,  if  it  should  not  be  wanted ;  but, 
from  what  he  had  seen  heretofore,  he  chose  rather 
to  leave  the  power  in  that  House  of  continuing  it 
or  not  He  had  never  seen  any  propositions  suc- 
ceed for  repealing  a  tax;  on  the  contrary,  as  our 
revenue  increases,  our  expenses  are  made  to  keep 
pace  with  them.  A  new  regiment,  or  a  few  addi- 
tional frigates,  or  some  new  establishment,  will  at 
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any  .time  icoosume  any  surplus  of  revenue  which 
may  be  on  haod.  This  had  heretofore  been  the 
practice  of  this  GoverDmeDt,  and  he  expected  it 
would  continue  to  be  so.  Indeed,  it  was  the  ten- 
dency of  all  Governments.  It  was  the  tendency 
of  man:  when  .a  person  grows  rich,  he  looks  out 
for  objects  of  expense,  on  which  to  employ  his 
superfluous  wealth.  He  wished,  therefore,  in  order 
to  prevent  this  extension  of  expense,  without  ne- 
cessity, to  confine  the  taxes  and  the  revenue  to 
the  expense  already  created. 

Mr.  G.  said,  he  would  not  enter  into  the  detail 
of  what  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  called 
mistakes  in  nis  statements,  because  the  documents 
were  on  the  table,  and  any  £rentleman  might  resort 
to  them;  and,  l^ides,  all  tnese  supposed  mistakes 
did  not,  accordmg  to  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  himself^  amount  to  one  million  of  dol' 
lars ;  and.  accordmg  to  the  calculation  which  had 
]>een  made,  there  would  be  more  than  that  to  spare 
to  cover  any  mistakes  whatever.  He  did  not  think 
it  necessary,  therefore,  to  detain  the  House  with 
it;  but  he  would  only  refer  to  the  report  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  made  two  years 
ago,  in  support  of  the  correctness  of  his  assertion 
that  eight  nundred  thousand  dollars  a  year  were 
sufficient  to  pay  the  whole  of  the  Dutch  debt  in 
twelve  years. 

Mr.  G.  concluded,  by  saving,  that  if  the  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts  had  merely  withdrawn 
his  amendment  leaving  it  to  be  determined,  when 
the  bill  came,  whether  or  not  the  tax  should  be 
limited  in  its  duration,  he  should  not  have  object- 
ed to  that  course;  because,  by  the  time  the  bill  was 
before  the  House,  it  will  have  been  determined 
whether  or  not  a  provisional  army  is  to  be  raised, 
or  an  augmentation  made  to  our  present  force.  It 
would  then  have  been  time  enough  to  have  intro- 
duced the  present  principle,  and  he  supposed  sim- 
ply to  have  withdrawn  the  amendment  would 
have  satisfied  the  gentleman's  friends.  This  not 
having  been  the  case,  he  trusted  the  present  motion 
would  be  negatived. 

Mr.  Harper  could  not  help  congratulating  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  on  his  mode  of 
dividing  the  censure  which  he  stated  him  to  have 
cast  upon  himself  and  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts, by  mBk'iuf  him  (Mr.  H.)  to  say  that  he 
(Mr:  G.)  was  warning  in  principle,  and  the  fi^entle- 
man  from  Massachusetts  in  sense.  If  he  thought 
this  a  fair  division  he  was  satisfied.  But  he  could 
assure  him  he  meant  to  make  no  such  division. 
His  observations  went  to  show  that  the  system  of 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  had  been  op- 
posed to  every  measure  of  defence ;  that  he  thought 
It  much  better  to  make  no  defence  than  to  increase 
our  expenses.  He  did  not  inquire  into  his  motives, 
nor  should  he  ever  do  so ;  he  believed  they  were 
sufficiently  obvious.  But,  taking  the  motion  of 
his  friend  from  Massachusetts  as  promoting  his 
▼iews,  he  was  not  surprised  at  the  eagerness  with 
which  he  rose  in  its  support.  He  did  say,  know- 
ing the  disposition  of  the  gentleman  from  Ma:»sa- 
dhusetts  to  be  in  favor  of  measures  of  defence,  that 
this  motion  went  to  destroy  tbe  system  which  he 
had  supported ;  but,  because  a  man  may  overlook 


the  tendency  of  a  motion,  does  it  follow  that  he  is 
a  blockhead  ?    Certainly  not. 

The  foundation  of  the  speech  of  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania  was  laid  on  the  supposition 
that  there  could  be  no  increase  of  expense  in  our 
Grovernment,  except  from  the  raising  of  a  provi- 
sional army,  or  an  increase  of  the  present  army. 
But  is  this  a  true  state  of  the  fact  1  Were  the 
80,000  militia  ordered  to  be  held  in  readiness  to 
produce  no  expense?  The  gentleman  had  all 
along  spoken  of  militia  as  if  they  could  be  called 
into  service  without  expense.  Did  not  he  know, 
that  when  they  were  called  out,  there  would  be 
the  expense  of  camps,  tents,  pay,  and  all  the  ex- 
penses of  a  regular  army,  except  the  enlistment 
and  bounty  paid  to  soldiers?  So  that  he  could 
not  see  any  great  difierence  in  expense  between 
calling  out  the  militia,  or  raising  an  army,  except 
in  the  article  of  bounty,  as  he  had  mentioned. 
He  therefore  apprehended  that  the  calliujg;  of  these 
militia  into  service  miget  be  attended  with  an  ex- 
pense of  twenty  millions  of  dollars;  and  the  Pres- 
ident may,  next  week,  if  he  thinks  proper,  call  any 
number  of  them  into  service. 

The  next  argument  of  the  gentleman  is  equally 
fallacious.  Admitting  that  Government  may  have 
occasion  for  loans,  yet  the  surplus  million  of  rev- 
enue in  the  Treasury  would  be  a  sufficient  bot- 
tom for  them.  But  was  it  certain  that  we  should 
have  no  other  expenses  besides  that  of  providing 
for  additional  military  force  ?  Could  it  be  said  no 
more  money  would  be  wanted  under  the  6th  arti- 
cle of  the  British  Treaty  ?  He  recollected,  when 
that  subject  was  under  debate,  that  a  gentleman 
from  Virginia  had  said,  it  would  produce  an  expense 
of  fifteen  millions  of  dollars,  tie  never  believed 
any  such  sum  would  be  wanted.  $300,000  bad 
already  been  appropriated,  and  he  supposed  the 
whole  expense  might  amount  to  between  two  and 
three  millions. 

And  yet  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  was 
willing  the  revenue  of  the  country  should  depend 
upon  its  present  (in  case  of  war)  uncertain  resour- 
ces. And  this  was  the  basis  to  be  offered  to  mo- 
neyed men  as  a  security  for  their  money.  It  was  in 
vam  to  say  how  much  more  than  the  two  millions 
would  be  wanted.  He  believed  it  was  the  inten- 
tion to  fill  the  blank  in  this  amendment  with  two 
or  three  years,  and  then,  if  we  have  not  occasion 
to  incur  any  extraordinary  expense,  or  make  any 
heavy  loans,  the  tax  woula  come  to  an  end.  But, 
suppose  this  amendment  is  rejected,  and  the  bill  is 
confined  to  one  year's  duration,  it  will  in  a  great 
measure  defeat.  the«purpose  of  tne  bill. 

As  to  the  declaration  which  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  stated  him  as  using,  he  would  assure 
him  tnat  he  would  not  cease  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  House  to  the  dangers  of  the  country ;  and 
though  he  might  continue  to  administer  anodynes 
as  much  as  he  pleased,  he  would  be  doomed  to 
hear  him,  whilst  he  was  a  member  of  that  House, 
warn  them  against  the  effects  of  his  soporifics. 
Mr.  H.  again  adverted  to  the  situation  of  Europe, 
and  to  the  probability  of  an  attack  upon  this  coun- 
try, which  he  said  tne  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania might  call  declamation,  but  which  he  called 
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truth.  He  hoped,  howerer,  the  attack  would  not 
be  made ;  and  if  not,  the  expense  would  not  be 
incurred.  If  the  law  passed  with  a  principle  sim- 
ilar to  this  amendment,  he  believed  a  loan  would 
soon  be  filled  up.  He  knew  it  would  be  done  chiefly 
from  patriotic  motives;  but  those  who  advance  mo- 
ney will,  notwithstanding,  expect  to  have  a  solid 
hope  of  a  reimbursement  of  their  money;  and  if 
this  should  be  refused,  the  country  would  be  left 
defenceless  for  want  of  pecuniary  resources.  This, 
he  supposed,  would  be  bad  economy ;  and  he  could 
not  help  entering  his  protest  against  this  system, 
whatever  may  be  the  tnotives  which  lead  to  it. 

Mr.  FiNDLEY  said,  it  was  admitted,  on  all  hands, 
that  it  depended  on  a  contingency  whether  this 
tax  would  be  wanted  at  all.  For  his  own  part  he 
Was  under  no  apprehension  of  any  formidable  inva- 
sion of  this  country  taking  place  before  Congress 
meets  again.  If  France  is  desirous  of  making  con- 
quests, there  are  more  preferable  objects  to  this 
country  nearer  home.  The  difficulties  which  have 
so  long  agitated  Europe  are  not  yet  so  far  settled 
fts  to  suffer  France lo  send  out  any  formidable  force 
here.  Let  the  conduct  of  the  French  Government 
haye  been  as  bad  as  it  can  be  nainted,  it  cannot  be 
said  that  it  has  ever  wholly  lost  sight  of  its  own 
interest,  and  it  would  not  be  her  interest  to  make 
an  invasion  of  this  country  at  this  time ;  and, 
therefore,  there  is  no  necessity  for  going  into  mea- 
sures as  if  an  invading  army  was  immediately 
expected  amongst  us. 

A  land-tax  was  with  him  a  favorite  tax.  He 
had  long  wished  it.  He  was  for  adopting  it  some 
time  ago,  and  for  taking  advantage  of  a  low  mar- 
ket, to  bring  up  the  public  debt.  But  when  he 
came  to  inquire  into  the  subject,  he  found  that 
many  of  the  States  had  laid  direct  taxes  for  the 
support  of  their  own  Government.  There  is  now 
an  appearance  of  necessity  for  this  tax ;  but  being 
a  new  tax  under  the  General  Government,  and  not 
likely  to  be  very  satisfactory  to  some  parts  of  the 
Union,  it  would  be  proper  to  make  the  law  of  short 
duration.  Upon  Constitutional  ground  he  was 
against  continuing  a  direct  tax  longer  than  two 
years ;  every  Congress  ought  to  pass  a  vote  upon 
It;  but.  in  the  present  instance,  he  believed  the 
law  would  be  best  if  passed  for  one  year. 

But  it  was  said  this  tax  must  be  permanent,  as  a 
bottom  to  loans.  This  was  expressing  a  distrust 
of  future  Congresses,  which  he  thought  improper. 
But  it  was  asserted  that  neither  public  institutions 
nor  moneyed  citizens  would  lend  their  money  on 
the  credit  of  Congress,  without  a  permanent  source 
of  revenue  was  provided  as  a^security.  Are  gen- 
tlemen justified  by  experience  in  this  opinion? 
He  believed  not.  Mr.  F.  mentioned  sereral  instan- 
ces to  shew  the  contrary,  and  doubted  not  the  same 
readiness  would  again  appear  in  aid  of  Govern- 
ment whenever  it  wanted  it. 

Mr.  F.  was  of  opinion  that  if  power  was  given 
to  the  President  to  raise  20,000  men  as  a  provi- 
sional army,  they  could  be  got  before  the  next 
session  of  Congress.  Officers  might  be  appointed, 
aild  he  had  no  doubt  they  would.  If  these  men 
were  not  raised,  and  any  occasion  should  call  for 
military  service,  the  militia,  of  course,  would  be 


resorted  to.  But, was  there  any  reason  to  believe 
that  more  militia  would  be  called  out  in  the 
course  of  the  year  thin  one  year^  land  tax  would 
provide  for  ?  He  could  not  believe  there  would. 
He  supposed  every  gentleman  would  vote  ac- 
cording to  the  idea  he  had  of  the  contingency 
which  had  been  mentioned  being  likelv  to  take 
place,  or  otherwise.  Difficulties  would  always  at- 
tend the  laying  of  a  new  tax ;  and  when  it  should 
be  necessary  to  lay  a  direct  tax,  he  would  have  ic 
for  some  considerable  sum,  as  the  expense  of  col- 
lecting would  be  the  same,  whether  it  was  for  a 
large  or  a  small  amount.  Though  it  might  prove 
disagreeable  to  the  people,  they  will  pay  it  if  ne- 
cessary ;  but,  said  he,  let  it  be  tried  for  a  year,  an^ 
do  not  disgust  the  people  by  giving  them  an  idea 
that  they  shall  never  get  rid  of  the  tax. 

Gentlemen  might  again  be  told  that  they  re^ 
fused  to  provide  any  means  of  defence  for  the 
country,  that  this  is  a  leaf  of  the  same  book,  dbc* 
But  could  it  .be  supposed,  said  Mr.  F.,  that  he 
should  mind  such  charges  ?  Or  was  it  to  be  cre- 
dited that  the  people  would  believe  that  he,  who 
had  been  employed  in  the  formation  of  this  Gov- 
ernment, and  in  executing  it  ever  since  it  existed, 
and  who  had  risked  everything  to  obtain  it,  should 
now  refuse  to  support  any  measure  which  was 
calculated  to  defend  it  ?  It  could  not.  They  will 
not  believe  these  aspersions. 

Mr.  F.  concluded  by  obserying,  that  if  this  law 
was  passed  for  one  year,  he  could  confidently  rely 
on  future  Congresses  to  renew  it,  if  the  sitiiatioa 
of  the  country  should  require  it.  It  would  not 
hereafter  be  convenient  for  him  to  take  any  far- 
ther share  in  the  public  councils,  but  he  should 
not  distrust  the  wisdom  and  patriotism  of  those 
who  might  follow  him;  ana  to  do  away  the 
charges  continually  made  asrainst  himself  and 
others,  that  they  were  not  willing  to  defend  the 
country,  he  should  call  the  yeas  and  nays  upon 
every  question  of  defence  which  came  before  the 
House. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  did  not  like  the  amendment ;  but 
be  should  vote  for  it,  because,  if  he  could  not  get 
all  he  wished,  he  would  get  all  he  could.  If  the 
blank  was  to  be  filled  with  two  or  three  years,  (as 
had  been  intimated,)  it  would  not  go  far  enougk 
to  induce  moneyed  men  to  rely  upon  it  as  tC  pep- 
manent  security. 

There  seemed  to  be  no  difference  of  opinion  as 
to  the  propriety  of  laying  a  direct  tax ;  it  only 
seemed  to  be  as  to  the  length  of  time  which  tt 
oughl^to  be  laid.  He  agreed  with  those  gentle- 
men who  assert  that  money  cannot  be  borrowed| 
except  a  permanent  fund  be  provided.  But  gea- 
tlemen  say,  where  are  your  expenses  ?  Certain 
expenses  have  been  agreed  to,  which  are  proposed 
to  be  met  by  a  direct  tax  of  two  millions ;  bat 
could  it  be  supposed  that  the  proceeds  of  this  tax 
could  be  brought  into  the  Treasury  in  less  than 
eighteen  months?  They  could  not,  and  some- 
thmg  must  be  done  in  the  mean  time  to  rake  the 
money  already  voted,  whether  any  war  takes 
place  or  not.  How  was  this  to  be  done  ?  By  loaae 
alone.  But  what  inducement  will  there  be  to 
moneyed  men  to  lend  money,  except  a  pennaneat 
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retenae  be  made  the  security  ?  You  hold  out  the 
eredit  of  the  United  States,  which  has  not  here- 
tofore been  injured.  This  is  true.  But  heretofore 
we  have  not  been  engaged  in  war ;  we  have  had 
Botbinff  to  impede  our  revenue.  Bat  if  a  war 
takes  pkice^  it  is  possible  our  revenue  may  suffer 
very  materially ;  and  Congress  are  about  to  pro- 
Tide  a  fund  which,  in  the  opinion  of  some,  will 
leave  no  permaDency,  and  in  the  opinion  of  others, 
Tery  little.  And  would  it  not  require  a  sreat  de- 
gree of  patrtotifim  in  ^ntlemen  to  lend  twenty 
shillings  for  twenty  shillings,  when  they  can  go 
into  the  market  and  purchase  them  with  sixteen. 
The  difference  of  opinion  on  this  subject,  he  was 
eonvinoed,  arose  from  ^e  different  pursuits  of  the 
members  of  that*  House.  Certain  gentlemen  be- 
lieved moneyed  men  would  advance  money  with- 
oat  a  permanent  tax  as  a  security.  He  believed  the 
ecmtrary ;  for.  however  great  a  confidence  they 
may  have  in  the  honor  of  future  Congresses,  they 
would  wish  to  see  this  Congress  do  something  for 
their  teeority.  He  feared  gentlemen  were  not  in 
earnest  when  they  spoke  of  defending  the  coun- 
tnr.  We  have  men.  said  he,  but  we  want  money. 
He  did  not  agree  with  the  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina,  (Mr.  Williams.)  that  slaves  fought  for 
money,  and  freemen  only  for  liberty.  If  he  com- 
manded a  regiment  of  militia,  he  believed  they 
would  expect  to  be  paid,  and  he  could  not  believe 
he  would  term  them  slaves.  Money  must  be 
kad. 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  was  afraid 
of  making  the  revenue  permanent,  because,  as  our 
rerenue  increased,  it  had  been  usual,  not  to  re- 
l^eal  our  revenue  laws,  but  to  increase  our  expen- 
ses. Whence  did* he  collect  this  information? 
Not  from  the  documents  on  the  table ;  for  there 
he  wcmid  find  that  there  was  an  unexpended  sur- 

CQs  of  one  million  nine  hundred  thousand  dol- 
rs,  which  were  in  1797  applied  by  the  Commis- 
atoners  of  the  Sinking  Fund  to  the  reduction  of 
the  public  debt.  We  nave,  said  he,  gone  on  de- 
creasing our  expenses.  It  was  true,  that  our  dis- 
Me.with  Algiers,  and  a  war  with  the  Indians, 
fiadcosta  great  ietl  of* money;  but  when  the 
war  whh  the  latter  was  at  an  end  our  expenses 
were  decreased.  And  now  an  income  of  expense 
is  asked  for  to  repel  threatened  danger,  etnd  gen- 
tlemen have  voted  measures  of  defence ;  1)ut  now 
tfaey  eome  to  touch  the  expense,  they  flinch.  Men 
mfty  moralize  and  talk  about  defmoe  as  much 
as  they  please,^  it  will  avail  nothing  without 
money. 

But  gentlemen  say,  before  we  raise  money,  let 
«B  wait  to  see  whether  it  will  be  necessary.  They 
mi^taswellsay, "  let  us  wait  till  we  are  devoured,'' 
which  would  be  the  case  if  we  negleeted  to  raise 
money  until  our  enemj.was  at  the  door. 

But  gentlemen  call  ror  a  statement  of  expense. 
Me  would  remind  them  that  it  was  proposed  K> 
Ttise  a  provisional  army  of  at  least  10,000  men, 
which  would  cost  four  millions  of  dollars  a  year. 
It  was  also  proposed  that  the  President  should 
haye  power  to  call  out  20,000  militia  to  be  train- 
ed, and  the  payment  of  them  must  be  provided 
far.    It  would  not  be  right  to  leave  the  President 


without  money.  At  the  time  you  give  him  the 
authority  to  raise  and  call  out  men,  you  must  give 
him  the  m^ans  of  raising  money.  Mr.  S.  said,  he 
perhaps  might  feel  upon  this  subject  more  than 
some  other  gentlemen,  because  he  knew  the  dif- 
ficulty attendant  on  the  raising  of  money. 

Mr.  Otis  said,  the  gentleman  last  up  had  anti^ 
cipated  some  of  the  observations  which  he  in^ 
tended  to  have  made,  but  he  would  suggest  a  few 
remarks  in  favor  of  tne  present  motion. 

The  ffentkman  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Qai^ 
latin)  had  used  arguments  to  show  that  no  tax 
of  this  sort  is  necessary.  He  should  not  reply  to 
any  arguments  of  this  sort,  because  the  commit- 
tee have  already  decided  upon  the  quantity  and 
principle  of  the  tax.  But,  if  he  was  under  the 
necessity  of  answering  such  observations,  he 
would  refer  to  the  gentleman's  own  book,  (which, 
however  he  had  not  read,  but  meant  to  read,) 
and  because  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  and 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  had  recom^ 
mended  a  direct  tax  as  the  only  source  whieh 
could  be  depended  upon  for  a  permanent  re^ 
enue. 

But  it  had  been  said,  no  invasion  could  be  ex- 
pected to  take  place.  His  opinion  ws|s,  however, 
though  the  danger  might  not  be  very  great,  k 
ought  to  be  guarded  against.  In  a  certain  part  of 
the  country,  at  least,  he  believed  there  was  con- 
siderable danger.  Indeed,  the  House  has  voted 
considerable  sums  for  defence,  and  there  remains, 
according  to  the  report  of  the  Committee  or 
Wap  and  Means,  a  balance  unprovided  for  ef 
$1,396,705,  for  the  meeting  of  which  the  commii- 
tee  have  recommended  a  land  tax  of  two  millions. 
And  if  the  tax  was  voted,  it  ought  to  be  voted  in 
such  a  way  as  that  the  money  may  be  raised  9 
and  he  thought  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvatna 
had  taken  a  greater  latitude  in  his  observations 
than  he  complained  of  in  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina,  who  had  held  up  a  picture  before 
their  eyes,  of  which  the  House  ought  continuallj 
to  be  reminded.  He  had  already  stated  that  this 
money  must  be  borrowed,  and  that  it  could  not 
be  got  if  the  tax  was  kid  in  the  usual  way.  •  A 
man  who  has  money  to  lend,  will  not  part  with 
it  without  a  certainty  of  being  repaid.  It  had 
been. said  that  it  was  not  improbable  that  the  en- 
emy might  make  a  landing  in  some  of  the  South- 
em  States.  Suppose  they  were  to  do  so,  and 
keep  possession  or  a  part  of  the  country  for  some 
time,  the  present  tax  could  not  be  drawn  from 
thence.  Moneyed  men  would  take  such  an  event 
into  their  calculation,  and  they  would  act  pru- 
dently in  doinpr  so,  because  the  other  parts  of  the 
country  would  not  be  liable  to  make  up  the  defi- 
ciency. In  such  a  case,  the  creditor  would  have 
nothing  ta  depend  upon  but  the  faith  of  the  Gbr- 
ernment,  and  he  might  as  well  depend  upon  that, 
in  the  first  instance,  as  to  lend  his  money  upon 
an  uncertain  security.  There  would  also  be  the 
expense  of  collection  to  be  deducted,  which  he 
supposed  would  not  be  less  than  10  ner  eent. 
Considering  all  these  circumstances,  ir  he  was 
the  director  of  a  bank,  or  had  the  money  to  lend, 
he  would  not  lend  moie  dum  ooeiiiilfion  u\ 
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this  two  million  tax.  The  gentlemaD  from  Penn- 
sylvania  had  said  that  Great  Britain  never  mort- 

faged  her  land  tax  for  a  number  of  years,  though 
e  acknowledged  she  annually  anticipated  it.  No 
man^  Mr.  O.  said,  would  lend  his  money  without 
considering  the  risk  he  ran  in  doinff  so,  and  he 
thought  it  was  much  less  in  England  than  in  this 
countrv  at  this  time.  The  principle  which  he 
withea  to  engraft  in  the  bill  was,  that*  the  tax 
should  be  continued  until  the  money  which  had 
been  borrowed  upon  it  should  be  repaid.  Not 
that  he  was  in  favor  of  a  land  tax.  He  should 
.  himself  pay  as  large  a  proportion  of  this  tax  as 
any  man  whose  property  was  not  larger  than  his ; 
because,  of  his  little  fortune,  a  greater  part  was  in 
land  than  anything  else.  He  was,  therefore,  in- 
terested in  preyentinj^  the  tax.  If  it  were  to  pass, 
however,  he  wished  it  to  be  effectual. 

Mr.  Varnum  hoped  the  motion  under  consid- 
eration would  be  ne^tived.  The  gentleman 
from  Maryland  (Mr.  S.  Smith)  gave  two  reasons 
on  Saturday  against  striking  out  the  word  annu- 
ally. One  was,  that  it  was  necessary  the  tax 
should  have  some  permanency,  in  order  that  mo- 
ney might  be  borrowed  upon  it ;  and  another^at 
it  might  be  a  substitute  for  indirect  taxes.  That 
gentlemen  allowed,  and  he  perfectly  agreed  with 
him  in  opinion,  that  in  case  of  war,  the  defalca- 
tion in  our  revenue,  he  did  not  suppK)se,  would  be 
large,  and  that  in  our  present  situation  he  had  no 
idea  of  a  defalcation.  If,  then,  a  defalcation  of 
our  revenue  was  not  to  be  expected,  he  thought 
he  should  be  able  to  make  it  appear  that  the  pro- 
posed tax  is  not  necessary  at  all ;  and,  of  course, 
that  it  will  not  be  right  to  pass  it  for  more  than 
one  year.  But  the  gentleman  from  Maryland 
says  the  people  ought  to  be  relieved  from  indirect 
taxes,  because,  for  every  12^  per  cent.  duty,  the 
consumer  pays  27^.  Does  that  gentleman  wish, 
then,  that  the  merchant  should  be  deprived  of  a 
profit  of  15  per  cent,  on  the  duties  which  he  now 
pays  ?  If  so,  this  might  be  very  well  elTeeted, 
without  doing  away  the  duty,  and  substituting  a 
land  tax  in  its  place,  by  the  merchants  lowering 
the  price  of  their  goods  15  per  cent. 

But  the  ffentleman  added  another  reason  for 
passing  the  Taw  for  a  number  of  years,  viz :  that 
this  tax  might  be  at  any  time  repealed.  But,  al- 
though this  House  might  consent  to  a  repeal  of 
this  tax,  it  was  by  no  means  certain  that  the  other 
House  would  consent  to  its  repeal.  Indeed,  it 
was  his  opinion,  that  if  this  tax  was  established 
•s  a  permanent  tax.  that  the  people  cf  this  coun- 
try would  not  be  relieved  from  it  for  many  years. 
l/L&nj  objects,  he  had  no  doubt,  would  be  found 
out  by  gentlemen,  ever  fruitful  in  this  res{)ect, 
up|on  which  to  expend  any  surplus  which  might 
arise  from  this  tax. 

The  gentletaan  from  South  Carolina,  on  Sa- 
turday, brought  into  view  our  situation  with  re- 
spect to  France,  and  our  liableness  to  an  attack 
from  that  nation.  He  alluded  to  the  conversation 
which  took  place  between  our  Envoys  and  X, 
Y,  and  Z.  and  thence  inferred  that  it  wasproba- 
ble  that  this  country  would  be  attacked  by  France. 
He  could  not  say  tWt  all  the  propositions  made 


by  these  unauthorized  persons  were  not  from  the 
Directory ;  but  there  was  no  evidence  of  this^ 
and  therefore  he  could  not  believe  it,  especially  as 
the  agents  themselves  declared  they  were  not. 
He  thought,  therefore,  if  we  wished  to  preserve 
peace  with  France,  that  we  ought  not  to  be  too 
forward  in  believing  all  which  was  said  by  X,  Y, 
and  Z,  was  authorized  by  the  French  Uovero- 
ment.  He  hoped  it  would  prove  to  be  the  con* 
trary,  and  that  when  the  Directory  shall  discover 
what  has  been  done,  they  will  punish  these  per- 
sons for  their  conduct. 

The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  had  fre- 
quently introduced  to  the  view  of  the  House  the 
situation  of  Switzerland,  Venice,  Spain,  Holland, 
and  other  countries.  As  to  hrmaeif,  he  had  do 
idea  of  espousing  the  cause  of  those  countries ;  it 
was  sufficient,  in  his  opinion,  that  we  defended 
our  own.  In  doing  this  he  would  go  as  far  as  any 
man,  but  he  did  not  wish  to  go  to  Venice  or  to 
Rome  to  fiffbt  in  the  cause  of  the  Pope.  What 
was  meant  by  observations  like  these  but  to  pre- 
pare the  minds  of  the  people  for  a  situation  of 
things  which  that  gentleman  expected  and  wish* 
ed  for  ?  And  if  gentlemen  did  not  come  into  aU 
his  views,  he  immediately  charges  them  with  not 
beinff  willing  to  defend  their  country — with  be- 
ing slow  to  protect  their  wives  and  children.  He 
should  have  supposed  that  men  who  had  left  their 
families,  and  fought  for  their  country  for  eight 
years  together^  would  now  feel  the  necessity  of 
defending  their  wives  and  children  as  much  as 
that  gentleman^  who  never  had  either. 

But  it  appeared  to  him  that  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina,  in  making  the  observations  which 
he  did,  departed  from  the  princif^e  established  by 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  of  which  he 
is  the  chairman.  They  have  stated  that  no  ad- 
ditional revenue  is  wanted,  except  to  meet  the  ex- 
traordinary expenses  of  the  present  session. 
Amon^  these  extraordinary  expenses,  are  $340,000 
for  fortifications,  and  for  the  procuring  of  cannon, 
arms,  and  ammunition,  900,000.  If  the  fortifica- 
tions are  once  completed,  they  surely  will  not 
want  completing  the  second  time ;  and  the  appro- 
priation for  the  providing  cannon,  arms,  and  am- 
munition, could  not  be  considered  as  an  annual  ^ 
expense,  out  merely  as  an  expense  for  the  present 
year.  Was  not  this  also  the  case  with  respect  to 
the  naval  armament  ?  He  hoped  it  was  not  in- 
tended that  $950^000  should  be  appropriated  an- 
nually for  this  object.  If  this  should  hereafter  be 
determined.  Congress  would  of  course  provide 
the  means  tor  effecting  it. 

Mr.  V.  supposed  the  calculation  of  the  amount 
of  duty  arising  from  imports  and  tonnage  for  the 
present  year  might  very  safely  be  taken  at  the 
actual  receipts  of  last  year,  viz :  -  $7,549,649 
Duties  on  domestic  manufactures, 

Ac. 675,491 

Revenue  on  the  postage  of  letters   -  50,000 

Fees  on  letters  patent     -        -       -  1^400 

Proceeds  of  that  part  of  the  Sink- 
ing Fund  which  consists  of  inte- 
rest and  stock  purchased  or  re-  * 
deemed 89,467 
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Dividends  on  2,220  shares  of  stock 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
calculated  at  $32  a  share     - 


71,040 


8,337,037 
Take  from  this  sum  the  ordinary  ex- 
penditure      6,334,111 


There  remains  a  surplus  of     - 


2,002,926 


But  it  was  stated  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury that,  in  consequence  of  the  depredations 
ccgnmitted  upon  our  trade,  there  may  be  a  defici- 
ency of  revenue  in  the  present  year ;  and  upon 
this  probability  the  Committee  of  Way  sand  Means 
have  grounded  their  report.  He  should  wish  to 
riew  the  subject  with  candor,  and  not  deceive 
himself.  He  knew  that  similar  observations  had 
been  made*from  year  to  year,  since  depredations 
had  been  committed  upon  our  commerce  by  for- 
eign nations,  but  he  abo  knew  that  facts  had 
shown  them  to  be  ill  founded.  In  the  year  1795, 
the  duty  arising  from  this  source  was  $5,588,961 ; 
in  1796,  $6,567,287  ;  and  in  1797.  $7,548,649.  And 
he  had  no  doubt  the  revenue  from  imports  and 
tonnage  for  the  present  year  would  increase  in 
the  same  proportion  in  which  it  has  increased  for 
the  three  years  past ;  and  if  so,  that  alone  would 
produce  upwards  of  eight  millions  and  a  half  of 
dollars. 

AUowiDg  that  the  imports  and  ton- 
nage will  make   ....      $8,700,000 
Add  the  additional  imposts  laid  at 
the  last  winter  session,  and  the  salt 
tax  of  the  summer  session,  which, 


at   a  moderate  calculation,  will 


600,000 
200,000 


amount  to  -       -       -       - 

The  stamp  tax        -        -        -       - 

To  which  add  the  various  other  arti- 
cles of  revenue  mentioned  above, 
amounting  to      -        -        -        -  787,388 

Also,  add  the  estimated  increase  of 
the  internal  revenue    ...  125,000 


And  the  whole  will  amount  to 
From  which  deduct  the  whole  ex- 
penses of   the  present    year,  as 
stated  by  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  viz :  - 

And  there  will  remain  a  surplus  of - 


10,212,388 


9,808,603 


$403,785 


But  it  was  probable  that  the  revenue  arising 
from  imports  and  tonnage  would  considerably  ex- 
ceed the  sum  he  had  mentioned ;  for,  according 
to  the  amount  of  the  duties  arising  from  the  first 
quarter  of  the  present  year,  the  revenue  from  that 
source  alone,  would  amount  to  ten  millions  of  dol- 
lars, in  which  case  the  whole  levenue  may  be  es- 
timated at  $11,112,388,  and  would  leave  a  surplus 
of  $ft,303,785. 

If  this  view  of  the  subject  was  correct,  it  ap 
peared  to  him,  if  the  proposed  tax  was  laid  at  all. 
It  ought  not  to  be  for  more  than  one  year.  If  gen- 
tlefben  had  anything  in  view  which  was  not  be- 
fore th^  House,  he  could  not  speak  to  that    But 


if  the  United  States  were  under  the  necessity  oi 
borrowing  fifteen  millions  of  dollars,  there  was  no 
necessity  for  this  tax  for  that  purpose,  as  the  sur- 
plus million,  three  hundred  thousand  dollars,  ac- 
cruing annually,  was  a  sufficient  security  for  the 
paymenl  of  the  interest  on  a  loan  to  that  amount. 

He  was  against  continuing  the  tax  for  a  longer 
period  than  one  year  for  another  reason.  It  was 
to  be  collected  from  houses,  lands,  and  slaves. 
This,  in  the  part  of  the  country  from  whence  he 
came,  would  operate  very  unjustly.  In  the  State 
of  Massachusetts  the  people  pay  annually  for  the 
interest  of  the  State  debt,  expenses  of  the  civil 
department,  county  and  town  charges,  support  of 
the  poor,  highway  taxes,  and  for  the  support  of 
public  schools  and  ministers  of  the  Gbspel,a  direct 
tax  of  between  twelve  and  thirteen  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars.  This  tax  is  collected  from  polls,  and 
from  real  and  personal  estates,  with  some  few  ex- 
ceptions; and  it  is  found  that  persons  holding  small 
farms  there,  and  who  have  families  to  brinjf  up, 
find  it  difficult  to  pay  these  taxes.  This  addition- 
al tax  will  therefore  fall  very  heavy  upon  this 
class  o(  people,  as  they  will  principally  have  to 
bear  the  burden,  being  wholly  laid  upon  houses 
and  the  landed  property  in  that  quarter  of  the 
Union.  No  tax,  therefore,  could  be  calculated  to 
excite  so  much  dissatisfaction  in  that  part  of  the 
United  States  as  this.  The  people  will  certainly 
pav  it,  if  it  be  laid,  but  they  will  not  do  it  cheer- 
rully.  He  should,  therefore,  be  against  laying  the 
tax  for  more  than  one  year. 

The  question  was  put  and  negatived— 46  to  35. 

Mr.  D.  Foster  then  renewed  his  motion  to 
strike  out  the  word  "annually,"  which  was  carried, 
there  being  sixty  votes  for  it. 

The  question  on  the  amendment  providing  for 
the  taking  of  a  new  census,  was  put  and  carried, 
there  being  57  votes  for  it. 

Mr.  Rbbu  moved  an  amendment,  which  went 
to  strike  out  the  provision  which  proposes  that  the 
tax  should  be  laid  by  a  uniform  rule  through  all, 
the  States,  with  the  view  of  inserting  in  its  place 
the  following  words: 

*'  And  upon  such  other  estates  within  each  particu- 
lar State  as  are  taxable  according  to  the  established 
rule  of  direct  taxation  in  each  State.'*^ 

The  motion  was  negatived,  there  being  only 
twenty-one  votes  for  it. 

The  report  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  to  report  bills  accordingly. 

TuEsoAY,  May  8. 

After  the  reception  and  disposal  of  numerous 
petitions  on  the  subject  of  our  differences  with 
France, 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  Imlay,  Com- 
missioner of  Loans  for  the  State  of  Connecticut. 
The  bill  was  ag^reed  to  without  amendment,  and 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  to-morrow ;  which  it 
accordingly  received,  and  was  pas.sed. 

NATURALIZATION  LAW. 
Mr.  Sewall  called  for  the  order  of  the  day  on 
the  third  resolution  reported  from  the  Committee 
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of  the  Whole,  oq  the  subject  of  aliens,  and  the 
consideration  of  the  following  amendment  being 
resumed,  viz :  to  add  to  it  these  words: 

**  Between  which  mnd  the  United  Btates,  there  shaH 
eacist  a  state  of  declared  war :" 

It  wa»  agreed  to;  and  referred  to  the  select 
committee  on  commerce  and  defence,  to  report  a 
bill  accordingly. 

The  following  is  the  resolution  as  amended  by 
the  House : 

<*  Resolved,  That  provision  be  made,  by  law,  for  the 
apprehending,  secunng,  or  removingi  as  the  case  may 
require,  of  all  aUens,  being  males,  of  the  age  of  four- 
teen years  and  upwards,  who  shall  continue  to  reside, 
or  shidl  arrive  within  the  United  States,  being  natives, 
citizens,  or  subjects,  of  any  country  between  which  and 
the  United  States  there  shall  exist  a  state  of  declared 
war,  or  the  Government  of  which  shall  threaten,  at- 
tempt, or  perpetrate,  any  invasion  or  predatory  incur- 
sions upon  their  territory,  as  soon  as  may  be,  after  the 
President  of  the  United  States  shaH  make  proclamation 
of  such  event ;  providing,  in  all  eases  where  such  aliens 
are  not  chargei&le  with  actual  hostiltty,  that  the  period 
Mttled  by  any  treaty  with  audi  hostile  nation,  or  other 
reasonable  period,  according  to  the  usage  of  ■nati<ms, 
and  the  duties  of  humanity,  shall  be  allowed,  for  the 
departure  of  such  aliens,  with  all  their  efiects,  from  the 
territory  of  the  'United  States ;  and  excepting  all  cases 
of  such  aliens  to  whom  passports  or  licences  of  resi- 
dence may  be  granted,  consistently  with  the  public 
safety." 

PROVISIONAL  ARMY. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sewall.  the  House  went 
into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  from 
the  Senate,  with  the  amendments  proposed  by  a 
select  committee  thereto, authorizing  the  President 
qI  the  United  States  to  raise  a  provisional  army  \ 
when,  the  bill  and  the  amendments  having  been 
read,  the  first  amendment  came  under  considera- 
tion, viz:  to  strike  out  the  following  words: 
'^whenever  he  shall  judge  the  public  safety  shall 
Kquire  the  measure,"  and  to  insert,  in  lieu  thereof, 
'^  in  the  event  of  a  declaration  of  war  aeamst  the 
United  States,  or  of  actual  invasion  of  their  terri- 
tory by  a  foreign  Power,  or  of  imminent  danger  of 
such  invasion,  discovered,  in  his  opinion,  to  exist" 

Mr.  Gallatin  said,  if  this  amendment  vas 
adojpted,  it  would  prevent  a  motion  bein^  made  to 
strike  out  the  first  section  of  the  bill.  This  amend- 
ment would  certainly  make  the  bill  better  than  it 
is  at  present,  as  it  goes  to  define,  in  some  measure, 
the  cases  in  which  the  provisional  army  may  be 
raised  \  yet,  as  he  conceived  the  amendment  did 
not  go  iar  eooagh,  and  that,  under  our  present 
circumstances,  it  is  not  necessary  or  proper  to  pass 
this  bill,  he  would  move  to  strike  out  the  first  sec- 
tion of  the  bill,  which  would  supersede  the  motion 
under  consideration.  He  would  briefly  state  his 
reasoDs  for  the  motion. 

He  had  said  that  the  amendment  removed,  in 
some  dcp^ree^  the  objections  against  the  bill ;  but 
it  was  tar  from  removing  them  altogether.  He 
allowed  the  two  first  contingencies,  viz :  a  decla- 
ation  of  war  or  actual  invasion  were  definite,  and 
therefore  the  Constitutional  objection  which  lay 
agiHiut'  the  bill,  as  to  its  tKanaferring  a  power  to 


the  Executive  which  is  vested  by  the  Constitutioa 
in  Congress,  viz:  to  judge  of  the  propriety  of  rais- 
ing an  army,  does  not  he  against  them ;  but  the 
third,  viz :  when  imminent  danger  of  such  inya- 
sion,  discovered,  in  his  opinion,  to  exist,  is  liable 
to  the  same  Constitutional  objection  to  which  the 
original  bill  was  liable^  as  it  left  it  to  the  opinion 
of  Uie  President  to  decide  the  proper  time  of  rais- 
inc  an  army. 

undoubtedly,  the  Constitution  has  foreseen,  that 
in  cases  of  imminent  danger,  the  United  States 
would  need  a  standing  army,  but  it  makes  Con- 
gress the  judge  of  tbb  necessity ;  but  this  bill 
went  to  make  the  President  the  judge ;  yet  hm 
knew,  if  there  were  no  other  obiection  to  this  bill, 
the  most  usual  course  would  nave  been  to  haF« 
moved  to  strike  out  the  latter  part  of  the  amende 
ment. 

But  he  conceived  it  was  not  propei^  at  i^esent, 
to  pass  this  bill;  he  believed  it  would  be  time 
enough  to  do  it  when  we  were  convinced  of  tha 
existence  of  danger.  And  he  did  not  think  there 
were  any  serious  apprehensions  to  be  entertained 
of  an  invasion  durtng  the  present  session.  The 
danger  to  be  apprehended  was  upon  our  trade;  bat 
he  expected  no  attack  upon  our  territory  beyond 
predatory  excursions,  the  landing  of  a  dangerous 
class  of  persons  from  the  West  India  islands^  or  an 
attack  on  the  coast  by  some  detached  frigates. 
But,  in  every  case,  short  of  an  actual  invasion  by 
an  army,  he  conceived  the  militia  would  not  only 
be  competent  to  repel  the  attack,  but  more  so  than 
a  regular  army.  If  an  invasion  or  insunrectioa 
took  place  in  tne  Southern  States,  where  the  dan- 
ger seems  most  to  be  apprehended,  the  militia  in 
the  neighborhood  would  be  ready,  immediately, 
to  repel  or  suppress  iL  If  these  could  not  do  so, 
neither  could  a  regular  army.  The  danger  to  be 
apprehended^  in  case  of  an  insurrection,  or  an  attack 
of  that  kind,  is  what  would  take  place  immediatdy, 
and  this  could  only  be  prevented  by  the  militia 
who  are  on  the  spot ;  for,  an  army  could  not  be 
supposed  to  be  always  at  hand  to  meet  any  suddMi 
emergency.  He  had  no  doubt,  therefore,  the  mi- 
litia of  the  country  would  be  fblly  equal  to  its  de- 
fence But  if  they  were  not,  the  volunteer  corps 
of  cavalry,  accoutrements  for  which  were  proposed  * 
to  be  provided  by  this  bill,  mig^t  be  called  in, 
and  would  be  more  efiectual  than  any  other  force. 
He  thought,  therefore,  it  would  be  better  to  nega- 
tive this  bill,  and  to  adopt  the  regulations  recour 
mended  by  the  select  committee,  in  a  separate  bill. 

If  the  militia  was  equal  to  the  repeltinr  of  any 
attack,  except  from  a  regular  army,  it  could  not  be 
apprehended  that  an  invasion  of  that  kind  cooM 
take  place  during  the  present  session.  The  at- 
tention of  France  is  at  present  engaged  on  very 
difierent  objects ;  and.  if  it  was  in  their  power, 
which  he  did  not  Uiink  it  was,  yet  as  the  whole  of 
their  marine  strength  is  engageii  in  a  different  ob- 
ject of  much  greater  importance  to  them  thaii  the 
mvasion  of  this  country  could  be,  they  would  not 
attempt  it  at  present.  Tiiis  must  be  eviden  t  whea 
it  is  recollected  what  a  small  force  they  have  em- 
ployed against  the  West  India  islands,  which  thef 
wish  to  ooaquer.    We  do  not  know  that  iJu 
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French  mean  to  invade  this  country;  everything 
on  this  subject  arose  from  apprehension,  but  we  do 
know  they  wish  to  take  their  possessions  in  the 
West  Indies,  since  they  have  made  their  restora- 
tion a  sine  qua  nan  condition  of  peace ;  and  we  ail 
know  the  force  they  have  been  able  to  send  against 
them.  And  what  does  it  amount  to  ?  In  the 
course  of  a  year  two  or  three  frigates  and  a  few 
hundred  men  with  arms.  This  is  all  the  force 
they  are  able  or  wUling  to  send  from  home.  In 
the  East  Indies,  where  they  have  colonies  to  con- 
quer for  themselves  or  the  Dutch,  the  same  want 
offeree  is  to  be  seen.  It  is  certain  that  while  the 
European  war  lasts,  they  are  either  unable  or 
unwilling  to  make  any  great  exertions  at  a  dis- 
tance from  Europe.  Indeed,  if  all  the  force  they 
have  employed  out  of  Europe  were  to  come  against 
this  country,  it  would  be  repulsed  by  the  militia 
in  any  part  of  the  country  where  it  might  make 
its  attack.  If,  then,  any  mvasion  of  this  country 
is  to  be  expected,  it  must  take  place  at  the  con- 
clusion of  the  European  war;  and,  if  it  was  then 
made^  he  had  no  doubt  of  our  being  able  to  repel  it. 
But^  m  such  case,  the  contingency  on  which  the 
raismg  of  this  army  by  this  bill  rests,  would  not 
take  place  till  the  next  session  of  Congress.  He 
was  not,  however,  under  any  apprehension  of  it$ 
taking  place  even  at  this  time ;  and,  when  he  said 
this.  It  was  not  because  he  differed  in  opinion  with 
gentlemen  as  to  the  ambition  of  France,  but  be- 
cause he  thought  it  was  neither  their  interest  nor 
in  their  power  to  effect  an  invasion  of  this  coun- 
try. He  believed  the  French  nation  to  be  as  am- 
bitious as  the  eentleman  from  South  Carolina  rep- 
resented it  to  be,  and  he  believed  every  nation  in- 
toxicated with  victory  as  she  is,  and  possessing 
power  equal  to  her,  would  also  be  as  ambitious  as 
she  is.  If,  said  he,  this  country  was  situated  as 
near  to  France  as  Italy  and  Switzerland  are,,  and 
our  resources  were  no  greater  than  theirs,  he  would 
agree  that  we  should  be  in  some  danger;  but,  situ- 
ated as  we  ar&  he  beUeved  it  would  neither  be 
in  the  power  ot  France,  nor  would  it  be  her  inter- 
est if  it  was,  to  invade  this  country  in  any  formida- 
ble manner. 

It  is  not  the  interest  of  France  to  make  an  at- 
tempt to  invade  this  country,  because  we  have  no 
business  in  the  political  scale  or  vortex  of  Europe. 
It  was  to  increase  their  power  in  Europe  that  the 
French  have  taken  those  steps  which  were  so  often 
reprobated  in  that  House ;  but  they  could  have 
no  such  views  in  sending  a  force  against  us.  And 
though  they  may  not  always  be  guided  in  their 
conduct  by  the  principle  of  mterest,  their  ambition 
must  be  limited  by  the  extent  of  their  power.  And 
if,  twenty  years  ago,  when  our  population,  and 
consequently  our  strength,  was  not  half  what  it  is 
at  present,  the  attack  of  a  nation  whose  force,  as 
applicable  to  any  maritime  exertion  and  to  an  in- 
vasion, was  grreater  than  that  of  France  and  all  her 
allies,  and  whose  money  resources  were  far  supe- 
rior to  theirs,  was  not  able  to  make  an  impression 
apoQ  this  country,  it  held  out  no  flattering  encour- 
agement to  France  to  make  the  attempt.  He 
most  confess  he  looked  upon  all  that  was  said  of 
ao  inva&ion  by  France  as  a  mexe  bugbear.  He 
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did  not  believe  any  attempt  would  ever  be  made, 
and  if  it  was  made  that  the  militia  alone  would  be . 
sufficient  to  repel  it.  Yet  were  there  anything  like 
certainty  of  such  an  eveot,  he  would  not  trust 
wholly  m  the  militia,  but  would  call  the  whole  of 
our  resources  into  motion — he  would  have  a  stand- 
ins  army  as  well  as  the  militia. 

Under  these  impressions,  it  was  clear  he  could 
not  vote  for  this  bill,  because  it  goes  upon  the 
idea  of  an  army  being  necessary  to  meet  an  inva- 
sion^  of  which  he  thought  there  was  no  danger; 
but  if  there  are  p^entlemen  who  are  of  a  different 
opinion,  who  think  that  an  invasion  will  take 
place,  and,  if  so,  that  we  must  have  an  army,  ht 
would  ask  if  it  could  take  place  without  being 
known  some  time  before  hand?  It  certainly 
could  not,  as  such  an  undertaking  would  not  ba 
entered  upon  without  immense  previous  prepa- 
ration. 

What  is  the  intention, of  this  bill  ?  It  is,  that  if 
the  President  shall  think  danger  exists,  he  shall 
begin  to  raise  an  army.  When  will  he  do  thisi 
He  supposed  when  he  first  heard  of  preparations 
makioe  for  an  invasion.  But  in  that  case,  Mr. 
G.  wished  to  know  whether  t^e  first  step  of  the 
President  would  not  be  to  call  Congress  together? 
Congress  were  called  together  last  Sm-ing,  upon 
an  occasion  far  less  important,  and  wnen  no  im- 
minent danger  existed.  When  it  was  known  that 
the  President  could  convene  Congress  within  six 
weeks  after  he  was  convinced  the  danger  of  an 
invasion  existed,  he  submitted  to  the  committee, 
whether  it  was  proper  to  place  the  power  in  the 
l^ands  of  the  President  which  the  Constitution 
has  placed  alone  in  Congress,  of  judging  when  it  is 
proper  to  raise  an  army  ? 

Mr.  G.  said,  the  question  was,  whether  an  army 
of  10,000  men  should  be  raised  for  six  years,  ac- 
cording to  the  discretion  of  the  President,  or  whe- 
ther Congrress  would  reserve  to  itself  the  discre- 
tion of  raising  an  army  or  not,  as  it  shall  think 
proper.  He  said  six  years,  because,  though  the 
enlistments  are  only  to  be  for  three  years,  yet  the 
power  of  enlisting  was  vested  in  the  Presiaent  for 
three  years.  Ten  thousand  men,  according  to 
the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  (Mr.  Smith,) 
would  cost  four  millions  dollars  a  year.  If  gen- 
tlemen really  believed  there  was  at  present  dan- 
ger of  an  invasion,  they  would  immediately  order 
an  army  to  be  raised^  but  if  they  do  not,  and 
choose  to  say  the  President  shall  decide  on  the 
danger,  as  he  conceived  this  to  be  a  dereliction  of 
duty,  he  could  not  agree  to  it,  and  therefore  he 
wisned  to  destroy  the  oill. 

Mr.  Sbwall  said,  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania had  grounded  his  motion  on  the  uncon- 
stitutionality and  inexpediency  of  .the  present  bill. 
If  it  is  inexpedient,  it  is  of  little  consequenee 
whether  it  be  Constitutional  or  not ;  and  if  it  is  un- 
constitutional, however  expedient  it  may  be,  cer- 
tainly the  bill  ought  not  to  pass. 

The  Constitution  appeared  to  him  so  plain  on 
this  subject,  that  he  knew  not  how  it  could  have 
been  conceived  that  this  bill  was  unconstitutional. 
To  say  that  this  bill  is  unconstitutional,  would  be 
to  say  that  Congress  are  unable  to  provide,  by  an- 
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tkipation,  for  the  public  defence ;  yet  measures 
htre  been  passed  upon  a  different  principle,  which 
that  gentleman  thought  right.  Mr.  S.  referred  to 
the  law  establishing  the  military  corps,  in  which 
the  President  was  authori2ed  to  suspend  enlist- 
ments, if  he  thought  it  necessary.  There  were  a 
variety  of  other  instances,  he  said,  but  he  could 
only  mention  one  more.  It  was  the  law  respect- 
hig  galleys,  passed  this  session,  where  the  Presi- 
dent nad  the  power  given  him  to  provide  them  or 
not,'  which  was  exactly  the  same  kind  of  power 
now  proposed  to  be  given  to  the  President. 

He  believed  every  gentleman  who  attended  to 
tile  Constitution,  and  to  the  manner  in  which  it 
had  been  acted  upon,  could  have  no  doubt  upon 
the  subject.  In  a  variety  of  cases,  Congress  did 
BOt  exercise  their  Constitutional  powers  them- 
selves; they  were  frequently  oblixted  to  authorize 
the  President  to  act  for  them.  And  in  this  case, 
nothing  more  is  intended  to  be  done  than  to  au- 
thorize the  President  to  raise  an  army,  in  case  of 
certain  contingencies  happening,  viz :  in  case  of 
a  declaration  of  war,  of  actual  invasion,  or  of  im- 
mediate danger  of  such  invasion.  But  the  latter 
power,  it  was  said,  left  the  raising  of  the  new 
army  to  depend  on  the  opinion  of  the  President. 
He  did  not  conceive  this.  He  apprehended  that 
the  fact  of  the  existence  of  imminent  danger  was 
as  ascertainable  as  the  other  two.  The  President 
would  have  to  exercise  his  opinion  in  all  the  three 
eases,  but  no  more  in  the  last  than  the  first. 

Mr.  S.  called  the  attention  of  the  committee  to 
a  clause  of  the  Constitution,  where  the  same 
words  were  used  in  reference  to  the  individual 
States  keeping  troops  on  foot.  It  is  in  the  2d  ar- 
ticle of  the  10th  section:  "No  State  shall,  with- 
out the  consent  of  Congress,  lay  any  duty  on  ton- 
nage, keep  troops,  or  ships  of  war,  in  time  of  peace, 
enter  into  any  agreement  or  compact  with  an- 
other State,  or  with  a  foreign  Power,  or  engage 
in  war,  unless  actually  invaded,  or  in  such  immi- 
nent danger  as  will  not  admit  of  delay."  Every 
objection  made  to  this  bill,  Mr.  S.  said,  might  be 
made  to  this  clause  of  the  Constitution ;  but  it 
shows  that  the  framers  of  the  Constitution  were 
not  80  nice  as  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
appears  to  be.  Mr.  S.  thought  the  power  propos- 
ed to  be  vested  in  the  President  by  this  bill  was 
important  and  ^oper.  It  was  true,  that  by  this 
means  the  President  might  involve  the  country 
in  war  before  Congress  could  be  got  together ;  but 
if  the  event  was  necessary,  every  one  must  rejoice 
that  he  had  this  power. 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  supposes 
there  must  be  a  knowledge  of  danger  before  any 
invasion  can  take  place.  This  argument  would 
have  applied  against  expending  any  money  on 
our  fortifications.  It  might  have  been  said  tnere 
Wtts  no  need  of  expense  being  laid  out  upon  them, 
except  we  knew  the  enemy  would  make  an  at- 
tack in  that  quarter.  If  nothing  was  to  be  done 
but  upon  certain  ground,  we  should  never  be  de- 
fended. This  army  was  not  necessary,  he  (Mr. 
Q.)  said,  because  we  have  no  actual  proof  of  pre- 
parations being  made  for  an  invasion  of  the  coun- 
try, and  because  it  is  neither  in  the  power,  nor 


would  it  be  to  the  interest,  of  France  to  invade  us. 
This  reasoning,  Mr.  S.  said,  might  answer  the 
purpose  of  quieting  the  minds  of  some  people,  but 
it  was  not  satisfactory  to  him.  He  should  him- 
self suppose  that  it  would  not  be  the  interest  of 
France  to  attempt  an  invasion  of  this  country ; 
yet  we  had  seen  them  invade  and  subjugate  one 
country  after  another,  where  they  had  apparently 
as  little  interest  to  do  so  as  they  would  nave  to 
come  against  this  country.  Tne  same  induce- 
ments which  led  France  to  invade  most  of  those 
countries,  viz :  to  obtain  large  sums  of  money, 
and  other  property  from  them,  may  actuate  her 
in  coming  here.    The  army  of  France  appear  to 

fovern  the  G^ovemment  of  that  country,  and  the 
Ixecutive  Directory  have,  therefore  an  interest 
in  gettinff  rid  of  them ;  and  if  they  could  send  a 
part  of  them  to  this  country  they  would  be  satis- 
ned,  whatever  might  be  their  fate.  If  many  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States  have  apprehensionsof  this 
kind,  and  these  apprehensions  can  be  removed  by 
a  measure  of  thislund,  which  would  create  no  ex- 
pifuse,  except  the  danger  existed,  iM^thought  it 
would  be  a  desirable  obiect. 

For  his  part,  he  should  certainly  be  in  favor  of 
the  bill ;  for,  however  distant  the  danger  may  be, 
it  is  proper  that  we  should  be  prepared  to  meet  it, 
if  it  does  come.  Besides,  if  it  was  known  in 
France  that  the  President  of  the  United  States 
could  immediately  call  out  10,000  men  to  repel 
any  attack  which  might  be  made,  the  knowledge 
of  this  fact  niight  itself  prevent  an  attempt  being 
made.  But  he  was  of  opinion  the  danger  must 
be  n^uch  more  imminent  than  at  present  to  au- 
thorize the  raising  of  these  men.  It  may  be  sup- 
posed that  England  will  be  under  the  necessity  of 
making  peace  with  France.    If  this  event  hap- 

g*ns,  France  may  perhaps  employ  a  part  of  the 
ritish  fleet  in  an  attack  on'this  country ;  at  least, 
she  will  secure  them  from  rendering  any  opposi- 
tion to  such  an  attack.  By  which  means,  she  cei^ 
tainly  might  make  such  a  lodgment  of  men  upon 
our  coast  as  would  call  for  an  army  equal  at  least 
to  this  to  repel  them. 

Such  an  establishment,  Mr.  S.  said,  would  have 
greatly  the  advantage  over  the  militia.  They 
were  out  only  three  months  at  a  time,  and  were 
of  course  continually  marching  and  counter- 
marching. On  this  account  they  are  more  expen- 
sive than  r^B^ar  troops.  The  manner  in  which 
militia  are  disciplined  and  officered,  he  said,  were 
also  disadvantages,  and  it  was  well  known  that 
little  dependence  could  be  had  upon  militia  for 
any  l^gth  of  time. 

Mr.  S.  concluded  by  saying,  that  France  had  at 
this  time  a  very  large  army  in  force  on  their  coast, 
and  for  aught  we  know  it  may  be  embodying  for 
the  purpose  of  coming  against  this  country.  Or 
suppose  they  were  to  send  out  a  fleet  to  the  West 
Indies,  but  instead  of  going  there,  it  came  forward 
to  thi^  country,  could  the  President  possibly  ^low 
of  this,  in  time  to  raise  the  army  proposed  ?  He 
certainly  could  not.  And  in  such  a  case,  how 
much  worse  a  situation  would  the  country  be  in, 
i^  instead  of  enlistment,  he  would  have  to  eali 
Congras  together  before  he  could  do  iu    He 
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hoped,  therefore,  the  bill  would  be  passed,  as,  if  ne- 
cessity does  not  require  it,  neither  will  the  officers 
be  appointed,  nor  the  men  raised. 

Mr.  Dana  obseryed,  that  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  had  alleged  that  the  first  section  of 
this  bill  ought  to  be  expunged,  for  two  reasons, 
Tiz:  because  the  bill  was  unconstitutional  and  in- 
expedient. 

if  the  bill  ia  unconstitutional,  the  objection  is 
decisive.  Whyis  it  so?  Because  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  says  it  transfers  to  the  Executiye  a 
|x>wer  which  is  expressly  vested  by  the  Constitu- 
tion in  Congress  alone.  In  a  former  argument, 
that  gentleman  referred  to  the  Constitution,  and 
said  that  it  gave  to  Congress  the  sole  power  of 
raising  and  supporting  armies.  Congress  has  also 
the  power  of  providing  for  calling  forth  the  mili- 
tia, and  yet  they  delegate  that  power  to  the  Presi- 
dent. In  the  one  ease,  it  is  said,  ^'  Congress  shall 
have  power  to  raise  and  support  armies ;"  in  the 
other,  "  Congress  shall  hare  power  to  jwrovide  for 
calling  forth  the  militia."  If  this  difference 
amounted  to  anythinff,  it  was  to  say,  that  where 
the  Constitution  says  Congress  are  to  provide  for 
doing  a  thing,  they  may  delegate  tiieir  power ; 
but  where  the  other  phraseology  is  used,  they 
must  do  the  act  for  themselves. 

He  would  examine  this  doctrine,  and  show  it  to 
be  fallacious.  Congress  have  the  power  to  pro- 
ride  for  <»ganizing^  arming,  and  disciplining  the 
militia;  for  the  punishment  of  counterfeiters  of 
the  securities  and  current  coin  of  the  United 
States ;  and  to  lay  and  collect  taxes.  So  that, 
opon  the  principles  of  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania, Congress  must  turn  tax-gatherers,  bor- 
rowers of  money  or  money  brokers,  apprehenders 
of  coiners,  and  recruiting  sergeants,  occupations 
which  he  believed  few  of  the  gentlemen  of  that 
House  would  wish  to  undertake,  if  they  were  in 
other  respects  fitted  for  the  employments. 

The  gentleman's  construction,  therefore,  proyes 
too  much,  and  is  perfectly  ridiculous.  What, 
then,  is  the  meaning  of  this  general  power  placed 
in  Congress  ?  He  believed  it  to  be,  that  Congress 
shall  define  the  number  of  troops  to  be  raised,  and 
the  manner  and  the  time  of  their  service,  and 
haying  done  that,  he  believed  they  have  done  all 
that  is  necessary^  the  rest  is  to  be  submitted  to  the 
Executiye.  This  principle  was  by  no  means  a 
noTel^  one.  It  bad  been  recognised  in  not  less  than 
ten  different  acts.  But  it  b  said  that  these  things 
only  show  that  Congress  oujCfht  to  be  careful  bow 
they  fix  precedents.  But  will  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  come  forward,  as  if  he  were  the 
oracle  of  pjolitical  wisdom,  the  only  high-priest  of 
th^  Constitution,  and  say,  that  these  authorities 
have  no  weight  ?  In  doing  this  he  set  at  naught 
the  wisdom  of  all  who  had  preceded  him.  Mr. 
D.  then  enumerated  the  different  laws  in  which 
this  principle  had  been  acted  upon,  and  concluded 
by  saying,  that  if  it  was  not  tor  incurring  unne- 
cessary expense,  he  should  be  in  favor  of  calling 
out  these  men  immediately  ;  but,  not  wishinf^  this, 
he  was  willing  the  power  should  be  placed  ra  the 
President  in  the  manner  proposed. 

Mm.  Bbrrt  said,  he  was  not  in  the  House  when 


the  arguments  of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania were  delivered,  and  was  therefore  only  ac- 
quainted with  them  from  the  comments  which 
had  been  made  upon  them  by  the  two  gentlemen 
last  up,  whieh  he  conceived  by  no  means  ovep>- 
turned  them. 

Two  questions  naturally  present  themselves  to 
the  mind  on  this  occasion ;  the  one  as  it  respects 
the  constitutionality  of  the  bill,  and  the  other  as 
to  its^expediency.  And  it  had  struck  him,  from 
the  first  moment  the  subject  came  before  the 
House,  that  the  power  proposed  to  be  placed  in 
the  hands  of  the  President  oy  this  bill,  was  jjer- 
fee tly  unconstitutional;  nor  haa  he  heard  anything 
in  the  discussion  which  could  'induce  him  to 
change  his  opinion.  A  variety  of  precedents  havd 
been  introduced  to  show  that  similar  powers  have 
been  given  in  former  instances.  But  those  pre- 
cedents had  no  influence  upon  him.  If  the  acts 
referred  to  were  unconstitutional,  they  still  remain 
so.  Error  will  continue  to  be  «rror  however  fre- 
quently it  is  repeated. 

Without  examining  whether  the  precedents 
which  had  been  adduced  were  in  point,  he  would 
leave  them,  and  examine  the  question  on  its  own 
merits  as  a  Constitutional  question. 

The  Constitution  says.  Congress  shall  have 
power  to  raise  and  support  armies.  The  power 
IS  as  explicit,  as  defined  as  it  could  be.  But  what 
is  the  purpose  of  this  bill  ?  It  is  to  give  to  the 
President  of  the  United  "States  the  uncontrolled 
right,  for  six  years,  to  determine  whether  or  not 
an  army  shall  be  raised.  Congress,  then,  in  whom 
alone  the  Constitution  has  placed  the  power  of 
raising  armies,  will  be  deprived,  during  that  time, 
of  that  power.  And  if  Congress  have  the  power 
of  divestinff  themselves  of  this  right,  and  trans- 
ferring it  lor  six  years,  they  may  do  it  for  ten 
years,  or  for  a  term  equal  to  the  existence  of  the 
Constitution.  But  he  did  not  believe  they  had 
the  power  of  making  this  transfer. 

The  words  in  the  Constitution,  giving  the 
power  to  Congress  of  declaring  war,  are  the  same 
with  those  giving  them  the  power  of  raising  aa 
army  i  yet,  if  a  proposition  was  made  to  transfer 
to  the  President  the  right  of  declaring  war  in  cer- 
tain contingencies,  the  measure  would  at  once 
appear  so  outrageous,  that  it  would  meet  with 
immediate  opposition ;  but  the  transfer  of  one 
power  would  not  be  more  unconstitiltional  than 
the  other )  both  were  vested  with  them,  and,  with- 
out a  most  shameful  dereliction  of  duty,  they 
could  not  divest  themselves  of  them. 

But  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  has  sup- 
posed that  this  objection  is  removed,  by  the  exer- 
cise of  the  power  being  made  to  depend  on  cer- 
tain contingencies.  The  thing  amounts  to  the 
same,  the  President  is  to  raise  the  army  whenever, 
in  his  opinion,  imminent  danger  of  an  invasion 
exists;  therefore,  the  raisin|^  of  it  will  depend 
upon  his  will,  as  he  alone  is  to  determine  when 
this  danger  exists.  And  the  question  returns,  has 
Congress  a  right  to  deprive  themselves  of  this 
power,  in  order  to  nve  it  to  the  President  ?  To 
bis  mind,  there  could  be  no  proposition  more  evi- 
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dent  than  that  they  must  tnemseives  exercise  the 
power. 

But  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  has  said, 
that  the  words  of  the  clause  in  the  Constitution 
which  forbids  individual  States  from  en^gin^  in 
war,  are  as  follows :  *'  Except  in  case  ofinvasion, 
or  imminent  danger, which  will  admit  of  no  delay." 
This,  Mr.  B.  said,  was  a  yery  differeut  thing  from  the 
present  bill.  This  power  was  a  sort  of  self-defence, 
which  was  to  be  used  in  cases  of  necessity,  and  of 
which  we  cannot  divest  ourselves,  in  cases  where 
the  assistance  of  the  United  States  could  not  be 
obtained.  The  power  could  not  be  abused,  as  no 
particular  interest  could  arise  from  the  employ- 
ment of  it.  There  was,  therefore,  no  analogy  be- 
tween the  two  cases. 

In  short,  from  every  view  which  he  had  been 
able  to  give  the  subject,  he  was  decidedly  of  opinion 
that  Congress  ought  immediately  to  proceed  to 
the  raising  of  an  army,  or  defer  it  altogether  until 
their  next  meeting. 

Mr.  B.  said  he  had  hitherto  confined  himself  to 
the  unconstitutionality  of  the  measure ;  but,  as 
others  may  differ  from  him  in  opinion  in  this  re- 
spect, he  would  consider  the  expediency  of  it ;  and 
he  would  freely  declare  for  himself,  that  if  the 
President  mi^ht  be  legally  empowered  to  raise 
this  army  in  ine  way  proposed,  there  is  no  circum- 
stance in  our  present  situation  which  would  induce 
him  to  raise  one  man.  He  had  himself  no  appre- 
hension of  an  invasion,  and,  until  he  saw  some- 
thing more  threatening  than  at  present,  he  should 
never  consent  to  the  increase  of  our  present  Mili- 
tary Establishment. 

(jrentlemen  may  declaim  as  much  as  they  will 
about  the  incapacity  of  the  United  States  to  repel 
invasion.  He  believed  himself  that  the  militia  of 
the  country  are  equal  to  its  defence ;  he  believed 
with  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  (Mr.  R. 
Williams)  "that  slaves  fight  for  money,  and  free- 
men for  liberty."  He  did  not  mean,  he  said,  by 
this  to  cast  any  reflection  upon  hired  soldiers;  but 
he  believed  tnat  freemen,  possessed  of  everything 
valuable  in  society  that  liberty  and  good  govern- 
ment could  give,  would  always  be  ready  to  repel 
any  invasion  wnich  may.  be  attempted  against 
them,  and,  until  Congress  can  be  got  together,  he 
believed  our  militia  would  be  perfectly  competent 
to  our  defence;  for,  notwithstanding  wnat  had  been 
said  with  respect  to  the  incompetency  of  our  mili- 
tia, he  would  say  that  their  services  in  our  Revolu- 
tion proved  the  contrary.  He  would  travel  with 
gentlemen  from  the  East  to  the  South,  and  he  was 
certain  that  the  conduct  of  these  degraded  militia, 
daring  the  war,  might  be  compared  with  that  of 
the  regular  army,  without  any  dishonor  to  them. 

Mr.  B.  said  it  was  a  very  memorable  circum- 
stance, that  in  the  argument  on  this  subject  here- 
tofore, and  in  private  conversation,  this  provisional 
army  was  always  said  to  be  wanted  for  the  South- 
em  parts  of  the  Union.  The  Eastern  Slates,  it 
was  observed,  considered  themselves  as  perfectly 
safe ;  but,  from  their  fraternal  affection  and  abun- 
dant care  for  their  sister  States,  the  jerentlemen 
from  those  States  wished  to  provide  lor  the  se- 
curity of  the  Southern  States.    For,  it  is  a  fact  that 


che  desire  for  this  army  originates  with  gentlemen 
from  the  Eastward,  who  confess  they  do  not  want 
it  for  themselves,  and  the  Representatives  of  the 
Southern  States,  generally  speaking,  are  opposed 
to  an  establishment  of  this  kind. 

("Mr.  Dana  did  not  recollect  that  any  gentleman 
bad  said  the  Blistern  States  were  secure  from  in- 
vasion.] 

Mr.  B.  said  he  knew  that  one  of  the  most  co- 
gent reasons  urged  in  favor  of  this  army  was,  that 
the  Southern  States  stood  in  need  of  them  in  order 
to  quell  any  insurrection  which  might  take  place 
among  the  blacks  in  those  quarters. 

[Mr.  Sbwall  said  he  had  made  nseofaner* 
pression  which  he  believed  had  been  misunder- 
stood. He  spoke  of  the  militia  of  the  Southern 
States  as  noi  being  in  so  good  order  as  those  of 
the  Eastern  States,  and  that  it  would  be  better, 
therefore,  for  the  President  to  have  power  to  raise 
an  army  for  the  defence  of  those  States,  than  that 
the  militia  should  be  marched  from  the  Eastward 
for  the  purpose.] 

With  resp^t  to  the  disorganized  state  of  the 
militia  to  the  Southward,  Mr.  B.  believed  he  could 
speak  to  that  point  as  well  as  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts,  and  he  could  say,  with  truth,  that 
the  militia  of  tne  State  which  he  represented  was 
better  organized  now  than  it  was  during  the  war, 
and  it  will  be  remembered  that  the  great  part  of  the 
defence  of  that  State  was  then  performed  by  the 
militia.  There  were  also  at  that  time  a  greater  pro- 
portion of  blacks  than  there  are  at  this  time,  and 
the  enemy  with  whom  we  had  then  to  combat, 
offered  as  great  inducement  to  alienate  them  as 
Victor  Hugues  or  any  other  person  can  do.  Those 
States,  however,  not  only  kept  the  blacks  in 
subordination,  but  repulsed  the  invading  enemy. 
He  was  willing  to  pledge  his  own  responsibility  m 
saying,  that  if  the  Soutnem  States  are  suffered  to 
remain  as  they  are,  they  will  be  equal  to  their  own 
defence.  With  respect  to  the  disorganized  state 
of  the  Southern  militia,  let  him  ask  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts,  and  those  who  had  reiterated 
the  remarks,  whether  it  was  justified  in  their  con- 
duct in  marching  to  suppress  the  insurrection  which 
took  place  a  few  years  ago  in  the  western  part  of 
this  State?  It  certainly  was  not.  for  when  they 
were  called  out  to  carry  into  effect  a  law  which  was 
extremely  obnoxious  to  them  (he  said  extremely 
obnoxious,  because  none  ever  was  more  so  than 
the  Excise  law  to  the  people  of  Virginia)  yet^  not- 
withstanding the  disorganized  stateof  the  militia  of 
Virginia,  notwithstanding  they  were  called  upon 
at  a  very  short  notice,  they  were  ready  sooner  than 
the  most  sanguine  expected  them.  And  they  were 
not  then  called  upon  to  meet  a  foreign  enemy,  but 
their  fellow  citzens — men  with  whom  they  had 
fought  side  by  side  for  their  liberty  and  indepen- 
dence ;  yet,  notwithstanding  their  disorganized 
state,  they  were  capable  of  discerning  the  necessity 
of  crushing  an  opposition  to  the  execution  of  the 
laws. 

As  to  a  French  invasion,  and  that  it  is  necessary 
to  have  an  army  to  prevent  it,  it  is  idle  and  vain 
to  talk  of  it ;  it  is  a  mere  bugbear.  Gentlemen 
who  speak  of  this  have  surely  forgotten  the  im- 
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mense  ocean  which  happily  separates  us  from  Eu- 
rope, as  well  as  the  immense  militia  of  the  country. 
Let  us,  said  he,  go  on  and  make  the  people  salu- 
tary laws;  let  the  people  experience  tne  blessings 
of  a  ^ood  govern  men  t  J  convince  them  that  every 
civil  institution  is  intended  to  promote  their  hap- 
piness, and  you  will  not  require  a  standing  army 
either  to  deiend  the  country  against  internsQ  or  ex- 
ternal enemies. 

The  gentleman  from  Massachuetts  apprehends 
that  France  may  invade  us  before  we  expect  it. 
Because  she  has  a  larj^e  army  on  her  coast,  he  sup- 
poses she  may  immediately  transport  them  to  our 
coast,  and  overwhelm  us  with  them*  But  when 
he  recollects  tKe  distance  there  is  between  them  and 
us,  he  must  be  convinced  that  the  French  have 
DO  means  of  transporting  a  large  army  here,  except 
they  employ  balloons  for  the  purpose.  He  believed 
the  danger  did  not  exist,  nor  did  he  believe  there 
was  any  disposition  in  France  to  invade  us.  Even 
if  she  possesses  all  that  spirit  of  domination  of 
which  gentlemen  speak,  she  need  not  pass  a  tem- 
pestuous ocean  to  exercise  it,  as  there  are  much 
more  convenient  situations  than  this  country,  for 
her  purpose,  nearer  home.  If  she  be  not  restrained 
by  moral  considerations,  therefore  those  of  con- 
venience will  be  sufficiently  operative. 

Mr.  B.  concluded  by  saying,  that  thjre  could 
scajcely  be  any  situation  in  which  he  should  be  in- 
duced to  vote  for  raising  a  standing  ari|^y,  as  he 
considered  standing  armies  as  the  bane  and  de- 
struction of  free  countries,  and  nothing  but  a  situa- 
tion of  things  which  would  make  it  essentially  ne- 
cessary, could  prevail  upon  him  to  go  into  the 
measure.  Not  being  alarmed  to  the  extent  which 
some  gentlemen  appear  to  be,  he  was  willing  to 
let  things  remain  as  they  are;  for  he  was  no  more 
apprehensive  of  an  invasion,  than  he  was  appre- 
hensive of  being  transported  before  night  into  the 
moon. 

Mr.  Otis  observed  that  this  bill  was  objected 
to  on  the  ground  of  its  unconstitutionality,  as  if  it 
were  intended  by  it  to  del^ate  the  power  which 
belongs  to  Congress  to  raise  an  army  to  the  Presi- 
dent oi  the  United  States;  whereas  no  such  thing 
is  intended — this  army  will  not  be  raised  by  the 
President,  but  by  this  House.  The  bill  was  pror 
posed,  indeed^  to  be  passed  in  a  form  which  would 
make  the  raising  of  the  armv  depend  upon  cer- 
tain contingencies,  to  be  judgea  of  by  the  President ; 
but  he  believed  sill  the  three  contingencies  per- 
fectly definite  in  their  nature.  And  he  wished 
to  know  what  difference  there  would  be  between 
giving  the  President  the  power  of  raising  an  army, 
in  case  of  a  declaration  of  war,  an  invasion,  or  of 
there  being  imminent  danger  of  invasion,  aiid 
his  calling  Congress  together  for  the  purpose,  in 
any  of  those  events?  And  he  would  ask  also 
whether,  if  it  was  the  opinion  of  the  President  that 
the  country  was  in  imminent  danger  of  being  inva- 
ded, an]r  gentleman  would  wish  to  take  so  much 
responsibility  upon  himself  as  to  oppose  the  rais- 
ing^ of  an  army? 

Wherever  ansolute  power  was  invested,  there 
could  be  no  doubt  but  that  power  might  be  exe- 
cuted upon  a  condition.    If  Congress  could  raise 


an  arm)r  to-morrow,  they  certainly  might  order  it 
to  be  raised  in  the  manner  proposed ;  as  no  mem- 
ber could  ascertain  the  extent  of  danger  for  him- 
self, he  must  in  some  measure  depend  upon  the 
President  for  his  information. 

The  gentleman  last  up  says  theprecedents  which 
had  been  adduced  produced  no  effect  upon  his 
mind,  as  error  must  forever  remain  error ;  but  he 
believed  that  when  once  a  precedent  was  estab- 
lished, the  consequence  of  doing  it  away  ought  to 
be  considered  before  it  is  reversed.  If  the  acts  in 
which  this  principle  is  recognised,  be  declared 
unconstitutional,  what  becomes  of  your  present 
Military  Establishment,  of  your  galleys,  dbc?  The 
whole  laws  and  establishments  must  be  dissolved. 
The  present  military  force  would  be  unconsti- 
tutionalj  all  the  money  borrowed  on  loan  would  be 
unconstitutional,  and  everything  done  under  these 
several  laws  would  be  null  and  void.  If  this 
course  was  to  be  taken,  some  new  mode  of  doing 
business  must  be  invented. 

Suppose,  if,  instead  of  authorizing  the  Presi- 
dent to  raise  an  army,  in  case  certain  contingen* 
cies  lake  place.  Congress  were  immediatdy  to 
order  the  army  to  be  raised,  might  they  not  say 
that  the  President  should  have  power  (as  they  haa 
heretofore  done)  of  forbearine  to  raise  them,  if,  in 
his  opinion,  circumstances  shall  have  so  changed 
as  to  make  the  army  unnecessary  ?  They  certain- 
ly might,  and  the  two  powers  amounted  to  the 
same  thing. 

Mr.  O.  said  he  should  not  follow  gentlemen 
through  all  the  remarks  which  they  had  made  reli^ 
live  to  the  expediency  of  the  present  measure  $ 
but  he  would  notice  such  as  he  thought  had  any 
weieht.^  It  was  said  no  invasion  of  this  country 
could  be  expected,  because  it  was  neither  in  the 
power  nor  was  it  the  interest  of  France  to  invade 
this  country.  But  there  may  be  men  in  power  in 
France  who  have  an  interest  in  it;  and  he  should 
think  it  natural  for  them  to  coneive  that  they  had 
the  power,  if  we  declined  to  raise  any  force  aeainst 
them.  Besides,  if  they  think  they  can  detacn  one 
part  of  our  country  from  another,  and  that  they  have 
here  a  strong  party  Jin  their  favor,  they  may  invade 
the  country,  not  with  a  veiew  of  conquering  it, 
but  merely  for  the  purpose  of  displacing  the  pres- 
ent Administration,  and  of  fixing  another  in  its 
stead  more  to  their  taste.  He  did  not  himself 
think  the  French  had  the  power  of  invading  the 
country,  nor  did  he  think  they  would  find  it  to  be 
their  interest,  but  perhaps  they  might  not  foresee 
this ;  and  ought  not  a  sufficient  number  of  regular 
troops  to  be  raised  to  give  aid  to  the  militia,  and  to 
impart  to  them  discipline  and  courage?  Could 
there  be  any  fear  that  the  President  would  raise 
these  men,  if  no  danger  threatened  the  country? 
He  did  not  believe  that  this  could  be  apprehended. 

But  it  was  said  that  if  the  country  was  inva- 
ded, the  militia  of  the  country  would  be  compe- 
tent to  its  defence.  He  was  surprised  to  hear 
the  position  advanced.  He  believed  the  militia  of 
this  country  was  as  good  as  that  of  any  other; 
but  would  any  man  say  that  militia  were  able  to 
stand  against  veteran  soldiers  ?  Was  nothing  due 
to  discipline  and  experience  ?   If  we  were  invided, 
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would  it  be  bv  militiameD  1  No;  it  would  be  by 
men  who  would  laugh  at  the  idea  of  being  opposed 
by  militia.  Militia  might  fight  very  well  for  a 
short  time;  but  they  could  not  be  expected  to  be 
successful  against  rejgular  troops.  It  was  vaiu  and 
idle,  therefore,  to  talk  of  defence,  except  gentlemen 
would  concur  in  rabinff  an  army.  Ir  an  invasion 
was  attempted,  it  would  be  of  great  consequence 
that  we  should  have  experienced  officers  ready  to 
take  the  field  immediately. 

The  gentleman  last  up  had  descanted  on  the 
invidious  comparisons  which  had  been  made  be- 
tween the  militia  of  the  Eastern  and  Southern 
States.  Every  opinion  which  he  had  of  the  South- 
ern militia,  he  had  gathered  from  gentlemen  from 
that  quarter  of  the  country.  He  had  been  informed 
that  out  of  7,000  militia  in  North  Carolina  only 
500  had  arms;  and  when  the  militia  bill  was  under 
consideration,  he  understood  that  the  militia  of 
that  country  was  in  a  very  indifferent  state.  And 
as  he  considered  himself  as  much  interested  in  the 
defence  of  the  Southern  as  the  Eastern  States,  all 
being  a  part  of  the  common  country  whose  interests 
he  had  to  consider,  he  had  as  much  right  to  con- 
sider what  was  necessary  for  the  defence  of  those 
Stales  as  any  other.  He  should  be  sorry  to  have 
^at  part  of  the  Union  overrun,  and  if  it  could  be 
prevented  by  10  or  15,000  troops,  he  should  wish 
to  raise  them  for  the  purpose.  Not  that  the  danger 
of  invasion  was  connned  to  the  Southern  country. 
It  was  quite  as  likely  to  take  place  to  the  Eastward. 
The  port  of  Newport  was  as  likely  to  be  attacked 
as  any  other  in  the  Union ;  because  if  an  enemy 

Sot  possession  of  that  port,  they  could  go  out  and 
I  when  they  liked,  and  extend  their  depredations 
to  the  Southward  or  Eastward  at  pleasure.  But 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia  says  the  militia  of  that 
State  did  wonders  in  Uie  war.  He  did  not  wish 
to  depreciate  the  militia,  he  was  one  of  them 
himself ;  but  though  the  militia  was  very  service- 
able in  the  war,  yet  he  did  not  think  they  were 
the  principal  defence  of  the  Southern  country; 
they  sometimes  fought  well,  but  they  also  some- 
times ran  away.  Indeed,  he  believed  the  idea  was 
in  every  part  of  the  world  given  up  that  a  militia 
is  equal  to  the  complete  defence  of  any  country. 
And  was  nothing  due  to  the  opinion  of  other 
eountries  in  this  respect?  Shall  we,  said  he.  stand 
still  and  say  to  our  enemy,  "we  know  you  cannot 
and  will  not  invade  usl"  If  we  are  not  invaded, 
it  will  be  because  there  will  be  no  prospect  of  suc- 
cess; and  except  means  of  defence  were  taken,  this 
Srospect  may  not  appear  clear;  for,  however  con- 
dent  we  may  be  in  our  militia,  we  shall  not  be 
aUe  to  make  the  veteran  troops  of  Europe  believe 
that  they  can  defend  us.  It  was  therefore  worth 
a  hundred  times  the  expense  of  raising  these  troops, 
to  change  the  opinion  which  mav  be  entertained 
of  our  weakness  in  that  part  of  the  world,  and  to 
convince  them  that  we  mean  to  be  prepared  to 
meet  any  attack  which  may  be  made  upon  us. 

But  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  had  said 
an  invasion  could  not  be  expected  during  the 
present  season.  He  had  himself  no  idea  of  an  in- 
vasion whilst  the  war  continued  in  Europe;  but 
if  an  end  was  put  to  that,  it  would  be  more  likely 


that  an  attack  should  be  made  upon  us  during  this 
season  than  at  any  other.  When  the  Army  of 
England,  as  it  is  called,  and  the  ships  preparing 
to  convey  it,  shall  be  no  longer  wanted  for  what 
was  said  to  be  their  present  object ,  nothing  would 
be  more  easy  than  to  send  these  soldiers  and  ves- 
sels either  against  this  country,  or  to  Louisiana, 
and  he  should  consider  one  step  pretty  much  the 
same  as  the  other.  After  all  that  had  been  heard 
of  the  secret  articles  in  the  treaty  between  fhrance 
and  Spain,  such  an  event  was  not  at  all  improba- 
ble; and  if  such  an  event  werie  to  take  place,  he 
believed  more  than  either  10  or  15,000  men  would 
be  wanted. 

He  owned  he  had  rather  provision  had  been  made 
for  50,000  than  10.000  men,  as  no  expense  would  be 
called  for,  except  there  was  a  necessity  for  ii^isin^ 
the  men,  and  if  there  was  that  necessity,  he  should 
wish  the  force  to  be  sufficient  for  the  purpose  for 
which  it  was  raised.  The  only  (question  at  pretent 
was,  whether,  from  a  Constitutional  doubt  which 
had  no  foundation,  the  House  would  refuse  to  give 
the  President  the  power  proposed,  and  by  that 
means  delay  the  raising  or  men  until  the  Presi- 
dent should  call  Congress  together,  which  would 
be  at  least  two  months  after  the  danger  appeared. 
In  his  opinion,  this  was  no  time  for  making  these 
nice  Constitutional  scruples;  he  thought  the 
power  ouffht  to  be  given,  or  the  army  immediately 
raised.  •  Indeed  no  army  could  be  raised  without 

fiving  to  the  President  a  certain  desree  of  power, 
'or  his  part,  he  thought  as  much  discretion  was 
given  to  the  President  when  an  army  was  ordered 
to  be  raised  immediately,  as  in  the  loode  proposed 
by  this  bill.  And  the  power  to  raise  an  army, 
when  a  certain  contingency  shall  take  place,  was 
by  no  means  equal  to  the  power  placed  in  the  Presi- 
dent of  commanding  the  army  when  it  is^ised. 
Mr.  O.  hoped  therefore  the  section  would  be 
retained. 

Mr.  McDowell  was  much  better  pleased  with 
the  amendment  proposed  by  the  select  committee, 
than  with  the  bill  as  it  originally  came  from  the 
Senate;  but  he  had  objections  to  the  amendment 
on  Constitutional  ground.  He  believed  the  power 
of  determining  the  fit  time  to  raise  an  armv  was 
vested  in  Congress,  and  could  not  be  transferred. 
He  did  not  wish  to  put  it  in  the  power  of  the  President, 
or  of  any  other  man,  or  body  of  men,  to  appoint  a 
large  number  of  officers,  and  create  very  heavy  ex- 
pense without  necessity.  Especially  when  he  saw, 
from  the  communications  which  were  before  the 
House,  that  there  was  reason  to  believe  that  if  this  ■ 
power  was  given,  the  President  would  immediately 
appoint  officers,  and  proceed  to  raise  the  men.  If 
the  situation  of  the  country  requires  an  army  to  be 
raised,  he  wished  gentlemen  to  say  so,  and  propose 
a  resolution  to  that  effect.  For  his  own  part,  he  did 
not  believe  the  present  situation  of  the  country 
reouired  it;  but  that  the  militia  was  equal  to  the 
defence  of  the  country,  at  least  in  the  first  instance. 
If  we  were  invaded  by  a  formidable  foe,  an  establish- 
ment of  the  kind  proposed,  and  to  a  much  ffreater 
extent,  might  be  necessary.  But  the  gentleman 
last  up  says  our  militia  are  wanting  in  discipline 
and  arms,  and  indifferently  officered,  and  therefore- 
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an  army  is  necessary.  He  ooold  not  see  himself 
how  a  change  of  name  could  make  any  difference 
in  the  competence  of  force.  It  was  neitner  bounty, 
nor  a  coat,  that  could  make  a  soldier.  If  an  invasion 
take  place,  the  militia  must  be  relied  upon  at  the 
first.  As  to  what  the  gentleman  had  said  about 
the  militia  being  badly  £sciplined  and  officered,  it 
might  in  some  respects  be  true;  but,  so  far  as  it  re- 
lated to  the  militia  of  North  Carolina,  he  would 
tell  that  gentleman  that,  whoerer  were  his  infor- 
mants, the  assertion  was  not  correct.  The  militia 
of  that  State  had,  in  most  instances,  been  able 
to  repel  any  force  which  had  come  against  them, 
with  the  assistance  of  but  very  few  regulars.  But 
•oppose  the  gentleman  had  his  10,000  men,  when 
they  were  dstributed  to  the  different  parts  of  the 
Union,  it  would  afford  but  a  small  number  to  each, 
and  the  militia  must  at  least  principally  be  depend- 
ed noon.  Except  gentlemen  wished,  therefore,  to 
saddle  the  country  with  a  standing  army,  bethought 
thev  ought  not  to  vot^  for  this  bill,  as  they  must 
see  how  difficult  it  is  to  get  rid  of  any  force  which 
has  once  been  raised.  L^t  them  also  recollect  how 
mueh  the  appointment  of  a  great  number  of  officers 
in  the  army  would  increase  the  influence  of  the 
Executive,  and  conseouently  the  dangerous  effect 
it  would  hare  upon  the  liberty  and  independence 
of  the  country.  The  expense  was  a  very  con- 
siderable object,  but  that  which  he  had  last  named 
was,  IB  his  opinion,  still  greater. 

G^entlemen  had  spoken  of  the  conversations 
which  had  taken  place  between  X,  Y,  and  Z,  and 
our  EWivoys  in  Paris,  which  they  seemed  to  think 
threatened  ffreat  dangers  to  this  country.  He 
owned  that  he  relied  but  little  upon  that  unofficial 
information,  which  he  could  not  consider  as  com- 
ing from  the  French  nation.  If  the  opinions  of 
individuals  in  any  country  were  to  be  taken  and 
aeted  upon  as  the  opinions  of  the  nation  to  which 
liiey  have  formed  a  part,  we  should  be  continually 
in  error ;  this  might  be  judged  of  from  what  we 
•ee  at  home,  for,  if  the  opinions  of  some  individual 
m  this  country,  or  the  opinions  which  are  issued 
firom  some  (^  tne  presses  here,  were  to  be  taken  as 
the  opinions  of  the  country,  and  acted  upon  by  the 
French  Government,  we  should  think  it  a  very 
cstrftordinary  procedure.  For  his  part  he  did  not 
rely  upon  these  communications,  and  he  was  per- 
saadea  thb  country  would  be  secure  from  inva- 
sion from  France,  from  its  not  beinjBf  in  her  power 
lo  undertake  it,  and  if  it  were,  that  it  would  not  be 
ker  interest  to  attempt  it. 

One  word.  Mr.  McD.  said,  with  respect  to  the 
militia,  and  ne  had  done.  Tne  gentleman  last  up 
said  it  was  impossible  that  they  could  contend 
with  old  veteran  troops.  That  gentleman,  he  be- 
lieved, had  himself  never  had  any  experience  in 
fiffltting,  and  he  depended  too  much  upon  names. 
He  himself  was  acouainted  with  instances  in 
wiiich  our  militia  had  overturned  the  greatest  vet- 
erans ;  and  if  this  was  not  sufficient,  if  the  gentle- 
man would  recollect  that  some  of  the  most  bril- 
liant achievements  of  the  French  armies  were  ac- 
complished by  new,  undisciplined  troops,  he 
would  no  longer  insist  upon  his  opinion  that  we 
ttuft  have  a  standing  army  to  meet  an  inrasi^n. 


Mr.  Harper  could  not  persuade  himself  that  the 
arguments  adduced  against  the  unconstitutionality 
of  the  present  bill,  were  capable  of  a  serious  reply  i 
but,  with  respect  to  the  expediency  of  the  meas- 
ure, he  thought  there  were  some  consideraticma 
worthy  of  notice,  which  had  not  been  laid  before 
the  committee. 

Gentlemen  opposed  to  this  measure  are  cott-» 
stantly  contrasting  the  services  of  the  militia  with 
those  of  regular  troops.  Nobody  had  said  that  the 
defence  of  the  country  ought  to  depend  upon  reg» 
ular  troops  entirely,  or  upon  the  militia  entirelyi 
yet  gentlemen  argue  as  if  the  question  was  whe- 
ther the  country  should  be  defended  by  the  one  or 
the  other.  They  gave  the  force  proposed  to  be 
raised,  indeed,  a  name  which  does  not  belong  to  it» 
viz :  that  of  a  standing  army.  Was  a  body  of 
troops,  raised  only  for  three  vears,  to  be  called  a 
standing  army  1  A  regular  force  and  a  standing 
army  are  quite  different  thinfi^.  A  standing  army 
is  wholly  in  the  power  of  the  Executive  of  a 
country,  and  not  liable  to  be  put  down ;  such  aa 
establishment  would  be  alarming  in  thb  country, 
and  it  had  been  effectually  prevented  by  the  Con- 
stitution, which  declares  that  no  appropriation  for 
an  army  shall  be  made  for  more  than  two  years. 

Mr.  H.  said,  he  was  strongly  impressed  with  the 
usefulness  of  militia ;  he  believed  they  were  the 
great  strength  of  this  country  ;  but  he  did  not  be* 
Fieve  they  could  be  called  into  service  with  suffi- 
cient promptness,  without  the  aid  of  regulfltt 
troops,  and  gentlemen  who  speak  of  their  experi- 
ence cannot  controvert  this  point  They  say  the 
militia  might  be  called  out  to  meet  any  predator^ 
attack ;  but  experience  did  not  confirm  this.  It 
was  well  known  that  in  sparsely  settled  countries 
the  militia  could  not  be  promptly  called  into  ser- 
yice ;  in  compact  settlements,  he  knew  the  cob- 
f  rary  was  true.  In  that  part  of  the  country  where 
this  defence  was  most  wanted,  the  settlement  1^ 
very  thin,  and  the  militia  not  being  used  to  act  to- 
gether, would,  at  first,  make  but  an  indifferent  do* 
fence.  In  the  late  war,  the  militia  were  almost 
constantly  intermixed  with  regular  troops,  and  he 
would  not  stop  to  say  how  often  they  were  defeat- 
ed notwithstanding. 

It  was  also  well  known  how  long  it  took  to  or- 
ganize these  troops,  and  how  much  the  enemy 
gained  on  account  ot  these  delays ;  yet  we  are  to 
say  because  our  militia  are  brave,  and  the  people  are 
attached  to  their  Kberty,  no  other  troops  shall  be 
employed  in  the  defence  of  them  but  the  militia. 
He  knew  that  the  people  were  attached  to  their 
rights^  and  would  defend  them ;  but  he  also  knew 
that  something  more  than  a  disposition  to  do  H 
was  necessary ;  they  must  have  skill,  and  what  is 
more  important,  they  must  have  commanders.  Ifc 
himself  belonged  to  one  of  the  best  corps  of  miK- 
tia  in  South  Carolina,  which,  thou^  composed  of 
persons  who  had  the  ^eatest  stake  in  the  cotmtry, 
wanted  discipline,  and  was  far  from  bein|»  prompt 
in  obedience  to  orders.  Indeed,  he  believed  the 
militia  wanted  only  the  habits  ot  soldiers  to  make 
them  equal  to  regular  troops.  But  gentlemen  sar 
that  there  is  no  dapger  of  an  invasion  from  fiii- 
rope,  as  France  had  neither  troops  nor  ships  f&t 
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the  purpose,  being  wholly  engaged  in  her  project 
against  England.  But,  are  there  no  Frenchmen 
but  in  Europe  ?  Did  gentlemen  look  at  the  situ- 
ation of  the  Southern  States  1  It  was  true,  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Brent)  had  taken 
upon  him  to  say  that  he  would  be  responsible  for 
the  safety  of  the  Southern  States,  from  the  mili- 
tia alooe;  but,  tbouffh  that  gentleman  might  be 
well  acquainted  with  the  seacoast  of  Virginia,  he 
believed  he  knew  little  of  that  between  CharlestOD 
and  Savannah.  It  was  disagreeable  to  him  to 
point  out  the  weak  places  of  the  Union,  uor  would 
ne  have  done  it,  had  not  gentlemen  spoken  of  the 
safety  of  that  coast.  Mr.  H.  then  mentioned  sev- 
eral places  where  attacks  might  be  made  with  fa- 
cility and  success.  We  know,  said  he,  that  Victor 
Hugues  and  Toussaint  have  each  of  them  consid- 
erable force,  and  though  not  sufficient,  perhaps,  to 
expel  the  troops  from  St.  Domingo,  they  mignt  be 
sufficient  to  send  against  our  Southern  coast,  and 
4o  considerable  damage  before  any  opposition 
could  be  made  to  them,  except  we  had  a  tew  thou- 
sand regular  troops  stationed  in  that  quarter ;  and 
if  they  were  to  get  possession  of  Savannah  or 
Charleston,  they  mija^ht  do  immense  mischief  be- 
fore they  could  be  dislodged.  He  believed  it  would 
be  wise  to  prevent  this  mischief,  and  that  would 
be  most  effectually  done  by  giving  the  President 
the  power  proposed. 

Besides,  some  regard  was  due  to  the  feelings  of 
the  people  in  that  part  of  the  couutry ;  they  are 
alarmed  on  account  of  their  situation,  and  wish 
Congress  to  take  some  measures  for  their  defence. 
If  they  find  the  President  vested  with  the  power 
of  raising  an  army,  they  will  be  satisfied ;  but  if 
tiiey  find  themselves  abandoned,  however  attach- 
ed they  mav  be  to  the  Government,  this  attach- 
ment may  be  destroyed  by  neglect.  The  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania  may  rest  securely  on  the 
banks  of  the  Monongahela,  and  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  in  the  thick  settlements  of  that 
country,  but  they  ought  to  recollect  also  the  situ- 
tion  of  these  exposed  people,  and  provide  for  their 
safety. 

The  committee  had  been  told  by  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania  that  there  was  no  danger  to 
be  apprehended  in  the  Southern  States  as  the 
white  population  was  equal  to  the  defence  of  that 
country ;  but  if  he  was  well  acquainted  with  tbe 
seacoast  of  that  country,  he  would  know  that  the 
black  population  on  the  seacoast  is  very  sreat, and 
that  there  is  a  large  tract  of  country  rull  of  fast- 
nesses and  marshes  between  them  and  the  white 
population,  and  that  if  the  blacks  once  made  a 
lodgment  in  these  marshes,  it  would  be  difficult  to 
drive  them  off.  The  people  in  this  quarter  ex- 
pect^ therefore,  in  any  emergency,  to  receive  aid 
from  Government ;  and  unless  they  see  a  measure 
.of  this  kind  screed  to,  they  will  be  disheartened 
and  their  confidence  in  the  Union  will  be  much 
weakened. 

Mr.  H.  concluded  with  hoping  the  motion  to 
strike  out  the  section  would  be  negatived,  as  the 
force  would  not  be  called  out  without  nece^isity, 
the  President  having  to  ansiter  for  his  conduct 
on  his  responsibility ;  and  if  there  should  be  immi- 


nent danger  of  an  invasion,  no  one  would  say  that 
this  force  ought  to  be  callea  out. 

A  motion  was  made  for  the  committee  to  rise. 

Mr.  N.  Smith  hoped  the  committee  would  not 
rise.  This  subject  had  already  undergone  one 
day's  discussion,  and  he  doubted  not  by  this  time 
every  gentleman  had  made  up  his  mind  on  the 
subject.  He  wished,  therefore,  the  question  might 
be  taken. 

The  question,  was  then  put  on  the  committee's 
rising,  and  negatived — 48  to  35. 

Mr.  R.  Williams  then  rose,  and  said  if  the 
committee  were  determined  not  to  rise,  he  sup- 
posed they  would  be  willing  to  attend  to  what  was 
said  on  the  subject.  He  could  not  have  conceived 
that  this  question  could  have  turned  so  much  upon 
the  disposition  of  members  as  upon  the  propriety 
of  defending  the  country.  To  discover  whien 
was  the  best  way  of  defending  the  country,  whe- 
ther by  a  regular  army  or  by  a  militia,  was  a  sub*- 
iect  well  worth  inquiry.  In  that  point  of  view 
he  should  consider  the  question ;  and  therefore 
hoped  that  nothing  he  should  say  would  be  as- 
cribed to  a  wish  to  oppose  any. measure  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  country. 

The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  had  en- 
deavor^ to  make  a  distinction  between  the  army 
proposed  to  be  raised  by  this  bill  and  a  standing 
army ;  but  immediately  after,  his  arguments  show- 
ed tnat  he  considered  it  in  the  same  light  as  a 
standing  army,  as  he  said  nothing  short  of  this 
could  effectually  oppose  an  invasion  of  the  coun- 
try. For  his  part,  he  could  not  see  how  the  calling 
these  men  a  provisional  army  could  make  them 
so  much  more  effective  than  in  the  form  of  militia. 
But  the  gentleman  says,  it  is  neciessary  for  militia 
to  have  regular  troops  to  lean  upon.  He  believed 
they  were  not  the  kind  of  defence  which  the  peo- 
ple would  wish  to  lean  upon  in  case  of  an  invasion. 
On  the  contrary,  in  such  a  case  he  believed  every 
man  would  wisn  to  defend  himself  and  family. 

Mr.  W.  said,  who  are  the  persons  intended  to 
compose  this  provisional  army?  Are  they  men 
who  have  more  natural  ties  to  the  country  than 
those  who  compose  the  militia  ?  No ;  they  are 
taken  from  the  streets  of  large .  cities ;  many  of 
them  are  men  without  any  attachment  to  the 
country  at  all,  and  possessed  of  but  little  princi- 
ple. He  must,  therefore,  give  the  preference  to 
militia. 

Gentlemen  say  this  army  is  to  be  raised  at  the 
discretion  of  the  President,  and  that  it  will  not  be 
formed  unless  the  circumstanced  of  the  country 
require  it ;  yet,  at  the  same  time,  they  go  on  to 
point  out  parts  of  the  country  which  at  this  mo- 
ment stand  in  need  ol  defence.  It  therefore  ap- 
peared to  him  that  gentle. nen  were  of  opinion  that 
if  this  law  passed,  the  Pre^'dent  would  immedi- 
ately raise  the  men.  The  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  says  he  has  received  li  iters  from  his  con- 
stituents speaking  of  their  aiarui.  He  had  also 
received  letters,  but  his  constituenLs  request  that 
arms  and  ammunition  miffht  be  furnished  them, 
not  that  a  standing  army  snould  be  sent  to  defend 
them. 

It  was  said,  that  this  bill  ought  not  to  be  objee^ 
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ed  to  on  Coostitutional  ground,  as  Congress  fre- 
quently empowered  the  President  to  do  business 
which  the  Constitution  bad  vested  solely  in  them ; 
but  gentlemen  make  no  distinction  between  Con- 

frreas  determining  a  thing  shall  be  done,  and 
earing  it  to  the  President  to  determine  whether 
it  shidlor  shall  not  be  done.  No  person  has  said 
Congress  could  not  authorize  the  President  to  raise 
an  army  for  the  defence  of  the  copntry ;  but  it  was 
denied  that^  the  power  could  be  transferred  from 
Con'gress  to  him,  to  determine  whether  it  should 
or  should  not  be  raised.  Mr.  W.  belieyed  the 
transferring  of  power  from  one  department  to  an- 
other, was  not  only  dangerous,  but  embarrassed 
the  proceedings  of  Government.  And  it  was  so 
obserrable  that  every  instance  of  the  kind  was 
produced  as  a  precedent  for  future  deviations,  and 
all  objections  to  such  a  proceeding  were  opposed 
by  saying,  it  had  been  done  so  before. 

Mr.  W.  said,  if  Congress  had  a  right  to  transfer 
this  power,  he  wished  gentlemen  to  show  why 
they  could  not  also  transfer  the  power  of  declar- 
ing war ;  as  they  had  not  yet  shown  this,  though 
they  had  been  called  upon  to  do  it.  Indeed,  he 
should  not  be  surprised  if  this  power  should  be 
a^ed  for  on  some  future  occasion. 

The  only  difference  which  Mr.  W.  could  see 
between  the  provisional  army,  when  raised,  and 
the  present  militia,  was,  that  the  former  would 
have  its  officers  under  Federal  authority,  and  in 
the  latter  they  would  be  appointed  by  the  States. 
The  men  would  in  general  be  the  same.  What 
did  this  go  to,  but  to  say  that  the  militia  is  not  to 
be  trustd  under  their  present  officers,  there  must 
be  officers  fixed  by  the  General  Government  ? 

The  gentleman  from  Connecticut  (Mr.  Dana) 
had  quoted  several  clauses  of  the  Constitution, 
and  made  some  criticisms  upon  them,  and  had 
endeavored  to  make  the  supporters  of  the  present 
motion  ridiculous,  by  representing  them  as  wish- 
ing to  turn  the  members  of  this  House  into  re- 
cruiting senireants^  brokers,  tax*^therers,  ^.  In 
doing  this,  he  beheved  he  had  suffered  himself  to 
metamorphose  the  Constitution,  so  as  to  make  it 
mean  anything  or  nothing,  instead  of  construing 
it  in  a  liberal  manner.  The  same  gentleman  says 
he  should  have  no  objection  to  raise  the  proposed 
army  but  for  the  expense.  Was  it  not  rather  that 
he  wished  to  place  a  power  in  the  President  to  ex- 
ercise, which  he  supposes  he  will  immediately 
exercise,  but  which  he  apprehends  Congress  would 
not  be  prevailed  upon  to  exercise  at  present?  For 
his  own  part,  if  an  army  was  to  be  raised,  he 
wished  to  raise  it  in  the  way  pointed  out  in  the 
Constitution*  It  was  said  that  if  this  army-  was 
raised,  it  might  at  any  time  be  disbanded,  when  it 
should  cease  to  be  wanted ;  but  when  he  heard 
gentlemen  say  they  wished  this  army  rather  to 
consist  of  50,000  men,  than  10,000,  and  knew  the 
difficulty  attending  the  breaking  up  of  anything 
which  was  once  established,  he  was  desirous  of 
avoiding  a  measure  which  he  believed  wholly  un- 
necessary. The  geographical  situation  of  this 
country,  said  Mr.  W.,  is  such,  that  a  standing  army 
<tf  300.000  men  would  not  be  able  to  defend  it.  It 
was  idle,  therefore,  to  lappose  the  country  could 


be  very  much  benefited  by  the  raising  of  10,000 
men.  But  the  g^entleman  from  South  Carolina 
(Mr.  Habper)  still  speaks  of  these  men  being  ne- 
cessary for  the  defence  of  the  Southern  country. 
That  gentleman  may  think  them  necessary  for 
the  defence  of  his  State,  but  he  could  not  think 
them  necessary  for  the  defence  of  any  part  of  the 
State  to  which  he  belonged.  His  constituents  never 
wished  to  see  a  standing  army  sent  among  them. 
Instead  of  lookiujg  upon  such  men  as  their  defence^ 
they  would  consider  them  as  the  greatest  curse 
that  could  come  upon  them.  Why,  then,  will 
gentlemen  continually  insist  upon  these  men  b^ng 
wanted  for  the  Southern  States,  when  no  member 
from  those  States  will  say  they  wish  to  have  them, 
except  one  gentleman  (Mr.  Harper.)  And  though 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr..  Otis) 
was  so  obliging  as  to  say  that  he  wished  to  take 
the  same  care  of  the  Southern  States  as  the  East- 
ern, he  could  assure  that  gentleman  he  might  make 
himself  perfectly  easy  as  to  their  safety. 

Mr.  W.  concluded  with  repeating  his  hope  that 
the  section  would  be  struck  out. 

Mr.  FiNDLET  said,  this  bill  certainly  proposed  a 
transfer  of  power  to  the  President,  which  was 
lodged  by  the  Constitution  in  Congress,  and  there- 
fore he  was  opposed  to  it.  The  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  denied  that  the  army  proposed  to 
be  raised  by  this  bill  could  be  considered  as  a 
standing  army,  because  the  bill  was  only  to  be 
passed  for  three  years.  Upon  the  same  ground  it 
might  be  said  that  Great  Britain  has  no  standin^g 
army,  as  their  military  establishment  law  is 
passed  annually.  Mr.  F.  was  of  opinion,  that  if 
this  bill  was  now  passed,  the  men  could  not  be 
raised  ;  the  officers,  he  had  no  doubt,  would.  At 
the  commencement  of  our  Revolution,  when 
every  breast  glowed  with  enthusiasm  in  the  cause 
in  which  we  were  engaged,  there  was  a  difficulty 
in  getting  men.  We  might,  as  he  had  said,  get 
an  army  of  officers^  but  would  they,  when  gotten, 
be  equal  to  the  militia  officers  ?  He  doubted  it 
If  the  army  was  to  be  increased,  it  would  be  ne- 
cessary to  increase  the  wages  of  the  men.  Militia, 
he  said,  was  the  natural  force  of  the  country,  and 
the  raising  of  ten  thousand  men  would  not  pre- 
vent them  from  coming  forward  in  defence  of 
their  country  when  danger  appeared.  He  was 
himself  too  old  for  service,  but  he  had  sons  who, 
he  believed,  would  be  ready  to  fly  with  their  fel- 
low'citizens  to  the  defence  of  their  country  in  case 
of  invasion. 

After  a  few  words  from  Mr.  Davis,  in  favor  of 
the  committee's  rising,  and  from  Mr.  N.  Smith 
ajg[ainst  it,  the  question  on  rising  was  put  and  car- 
ried—45  to  36. 

Adjourned,  at  half-past  four,  till  Thursday  next. 


Thursday,  May  10. 
PROVISIONAL  ARMY. 
The  House,  on  motion,  again  resolved  itself  in- 
to a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  author- 
ising the  President  to  raise  a  provisional  army, 
and  the  consideration  of  the  motion  fSr  striking 
out  the  £ur«t  section  being  resumed, 
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Mr.  W.  C.  Clairboke  rose,  and  said  it  was 
with  reluctance  that  he  at  any  time  trespassed 
ttpon  the  time  of  the  House ;  hut,  on  a  (question 
so  important  as  the  present,  he  was  unwilling  to 
give  a  silent  vote.  He  owned  himself  dissatisfied 
with  the  principles  of  the  bill  upon  the  table,  and 
in  favor  of  the  motion  to  strike  oat  the  first  sec- 
tion. He  wished  it  not  for  a  moment  to  be  sup- 
posed that  he  was  led  to  this  opinion  from  local 
considerations ;  on  subjects  ot  national  import- 
ance, nothing  should  ever  influence  his  vote  but 
th^  common  good  of  the  Union.  The  security 
which  was  ascribed  to  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
S3r|vBnia:  on  the  Monongahela,  could  not  be  as- 
cribed to  him.  He  resided  in  an  exposed  part  of 
the  Western  country,  amongst  a  people  whose 
safety  does  not  depend  upon  their  numbers  or 
situation,  but  upon,  their  determination  to  resist 
attack,  come  from  whence  it  may ;  and  in  the 
event  of  a  war  with  France  the  State  of  Ten- 
nessee will  be  as  apt  to  feel  the  horrors  of  it  as  the 
States  of  Georgia  or  South  Carolina.  But  when 
he  came  to  reason  with  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  (Mr.  Harper)  on  the  best  means  of  de- 
fence, they  difiered  on  the  threshold  of  the  dis- 
cussion. That  gentleman  thinks  a  standing  force 
is  necessary ;  he,  on  the  contrary,  was  persuaded 
that  if  the  implements  of  war  were  dispersed 
araonffst  the  citizens,  they  would  be  equal  to  their 
own  defence,  at  least  with  the  assistance  of  the 
eitizens  of  the  adjoining  States. 

The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  allows 
that  the  i)eniiaDent  defence  of  the  nation  lies  in 
the  militia  ;  but  he  conceives,  that  in  order  to 
isring  forward  all  the  force  of  the  militia,  it  is 
necessary  that  a  regular  force  should  act  along 
with  them.  Here  they  difiered  in  opinion.  He 
himself  was  inclined  to  believe  that  militia  and 
r^rular  soldiers  seldom  agreed  together — that  they 
view  each  other  with  contempt,  and  that  they  act 
best  apart,  and  he  placed  tne  greater  reliance 
n])on  militia.  He  knew  that  it  was  a  popular 
opinion  that  troops  long  disciplined  to  bloody 
warfare,  were  a  better  security  for  a  country  than 
militia ;  but  with  great  deference  to  militarv 
characters,  who  were  far  better  acquainted  with 
the  subject  than  he  could  possibly  be,  he  conceiv- 
ed this  opinion  to  be  founoed  on  error,  and  foster- 
ed by  prejudice,  though  palmed  upon  the  world 
fbr  truth.  In  coantries  difierently  situated  from 
ours,  this  might  be  the  case.  When  a  war  is  car- 
ried on  between  Kings,  by  means  of  slaves  who 
support  their  authority  in  time  of  peace,  it  is 
necessary  that  the  troops  on  both  sides  should  be 
equally  veteran  and  well  disciplined,  because  they 
want  that  amor  patrias.  which  animates  a  free 
citizen  in  the  defence  of  his  country  and  his  lib- 
erty ;  but  when  an  army  of  these  disciplined 
troops,  who  fight  only  for  pay,  are  opposed  by  a 
body  of  citizens  who  contend  for  everything  dear 
to  man,  victory  never  fails  to  crown  the  cause  of 
freemen. 

Bv  whom,  said  Mr.  C.  was  the  army  of  Han- 
Bibal  driven  out  of  Italy,  but  by  the  Roaian  mi- 
litia ?  Ti  whom  did  Qr^e  owe  her  safety,  when 
attacked  by  Xerxes,  but  to  her  militia?    Passing 


from  ancient  to  modem  times,  to  whom  did  Hdk 
land  and  Switzerland  owe  the  preservation  of 
their  liberty  for  so  many  centuries,  surrounded  as 
they  were  by  despotic  Powers,  and  opposed  by 
regular  disciplined  troops,  but  to  the  bravery  of 
their  militia. 

But  we  are  told,  said  Mr.  C,  by  the  ffentlemaa 
from  Massachusetts,  that  the  veteran  Generals  of 
France  cannot  be  made  to  believe  that  our  militia 
are  able  to  stand  before  their  armies.  He  believ- 
ed those  Grenerals  would  not  have  a  doubt  on' the 
subject.  They  would  remember  the  prodigies  of 
valor  which  their  own  militia  performed.  They 
will  remember  that  the  militia  of  France  saved 
that  country  from  the  fate  of  Poland.  That  that 
militia  had  fought  her  battles,  and  laid  the  first 
comer  stone  to  that  monument  of  military  fame, 
which  Bonaparte  and  his  army  have  since  com« 
pleted. 

But  if  an  idea  should  prevail  in  France,  that 
the  militia  of  America  is  not  equal  in  battle  to 
those  of  the  most  tried  nations  in  Europe,  let 
them  call  to  remembrance  the  Revolutionary  war 
of  this  country,  and  they  will  immediately  be 
convinced  of  the  contrary.  He  by  no  means  wisb> 
ed  to  detract  from  the  merits  of  our  late  small  ar- 
my ;  they  fought  well  for  theur  country,  and  they 
have  been  recompensed  principally  by  the  liberty 
which  their  bravery  assisted  to  obtain.  He  eouft^ 
not  speak  of  that  body  of  men  without  respeet, 
and  when  he  saw  a  member  of  it  his  heart  palpi- 
tated with  ^atitude  for  his  ^services ;  but  he  be- 
lieved, notwithstanding,  that  it  was  principally 
owing  to  the  militia  that  we  were  enaUed  to 
pluck  from  the  British  Crown  the  brightest  gem 
which  ever  ornamented  it,  in  establishing  the  in- 
dependence of  this  country ;  and  he  bdieved  the 
same  militia  was  still  able  and  willing  to  defend 
us  against  an  invasion  from  France,  or  from  any 
other  country. 

Mr.  C.  said,  he  felt  for  our  present  critical  sit- 
uation as  much  as  any  man  upon  that  floor ;  boc 
he  did  not  apprehend  the  danger  of  an  invasioo 
to  be  so  great  as  the  gentlemen  from  South  Caro- 
lina and  Massachusetts  seemed  to  think  it.  He 
must  own  he  felt  no  dread  on  diis  account.  M 
France  still  thirsts  for  conquest  and  military  prow^ 
ess,  or  if  her  armies  still  fight  for  rapine  and  {^vo- 
der, as  gentlemen  are  dontinually  saying  they  do^ 
the  old  Governments  of  Europe  afford  much  strong- 
er temptations  than  infant  America  can  offer  lo 
them.  We  have  nothing,  said  he,  to  court  their  ava- 
rice. Our  blessings  consist  of  a  good  Qovem- 
ment,  libertjr,  a  ffood  climate,  and  a  fertile  soil. 
Contented  with  these  blessings,  he  was  persuaded 
his  countrymen  envi^  not  the  possesions  of 
other  nations;  and  however  we  may  sympathise 
with  the  distresses  of  Europe,  it  otqsfht  to  be  our 
wish,  as  it  is  undoubtedly  our  interest,  to  preserva 
peace  with  all  the  human  family.  He  trusted 
diat  when  the  present  European  war  shall  cease, 
our  rights  will  again  be  respected ;  but  if  Franc^ 
in  the  paroxysm  of  her  frenzy.  shsJl  attempt  to 
invade  America,  he  believed  tne  pa8siBi|r  <^thb 
kw  for  a  provisional  army  would  be  of  no  service. 
Suppose  the  law  were  pmrnc^t^j  W^^^  <^ 
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the  PresideQt  were  immediately  to  send  out  re- 
cruitiDg  officers,  what  kind  of  men  would  make 
pp  your  battalions?  The  danger  is  too  remote  to 
induce  men  who  have  an  interest  in  the  conn  try 
to  leare  their  |dough  and  turn  soldiers;  and  if  this 
army  was  now  embodied,  it  would  consist  of  the 
refuse  of  society — of  men  who  mi^ht  wear  the 
garb  of  soldiers,  but  possess  few,  perhaps  none,  of 
their  virtues. 

There  was  a  ground  of  objection  to  this  bill 
upon  which  it  was  his  intention  to  dwell  bat  lit- 
w.  He  meant  as  to  the  unconstitutionality  of 
the  first  clause;  for,  after  the  gentleman  trom 
Pennsylrania  and  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
had  spoken  on  that  point,  it  was  not  in  his  power 
to  say  anything  new  upon  it  But  he  viewed  the 
trust  placed  in  Congress  to  raise  armies  as  an  im- 
portant trust,  and  to  delegate  it  to  the  President 
would,  in  his  opinion,  be  to  attach  a  responsibility 
to  him  which  was  meant  to  be  placed  in  Ck>ngres8 
ooly.  But  the  committee  were  tdd  by  the  gen- 
deman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Oris)  that  this 
was  an  improper  time  to  mention  Constitutional 
scruples;  that  this  was  a  time  for  actin^^.  He 
was  of  opinion,  however,  that  the  Constitution, 
thai  palladium  of  our  rights,  never  could  be  too 
sacredly  guarded,  and  this  of  all  others  is  the 
jMToper  time  to  take  care  it  is  not  invaded.  In 
times  of  tranquillity,  Congress  do  not  feel  disposed 
%o  surrender  their  anthority;  but  when  danger 
^proaehes.  and  alarm  is  everywhere  gone  abroad, 
then  it  is  tnnt  Congress  may  be  most  likely  to  be 
prevailed  on  to  give  up  powers  to  the  Executive, 
from  an  idea  of  promoting  the  public  good,  (but 
which  may  prove  its  greatest  misfortune,)  which, 
at  other  times,  they  would  hold  with  the  greatest 
teuaciousness.  He  need  not  remind  the  committee 
that  the  greatest  evils  had  arisen  from  suffering 
the  Executive  power  in  Governments  to  possess 
too  much  power.  We  need  only  to  look  at  the 
nations  of  Europe  to  see  that  the  loading  of  one 
Executive  with  power  has  frequently  enabled  his 
•uccessor,  at  some  future  day,  to  enslave  the 
people. 

The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  and  the 
gentlennan  from  South  Carolina,  have  each  in 
their  turn  labored  to  show  the  necessity  of  this 
army.  The^r  have  spoken  much  of  the  advanta- 
ges to  be  derived  from  the  employment  of  regular 
troops.  Their  eloouence  he  allowed  to  be  splc^td. 
mnd  that  their  zeal  for  the  safety  of  the  people  did 
honor  to  their  hearts.  But  have  they  shown  the 
necessity  of  this  army?  No;  one  of  them  tells 
the  committee  that  Victor  Hugues,  with  his  black 
troops,  may  go  against  Savannah  or  Charleston ; 
the  other,  that  when  peace  is  made  in  Europe 
Prance  may  transport  an  army  to  America.  But 
if  these  events  were  to  take  place,  would  this  pro- 
yisional  army  give  safetjr  to  the  country  ?  no ; 
it  muat  be  the  militia  which  must  avert  the  dan- 
ger and  eventually  be  the  security  of  the  country. 

So  far  as  relates  to  himself,  he  had  fostered  in 
early  life  an  impression  unfavorable  to  the  em- 
ployment of  standing  troops,  fVom  having  seen 
that  ^en  they  were  cmoe  ibtroduoed  they  were 
•earcely  ever  laid  aside,  and  that  they  constantly 


proved  the  bane  of  liberty ;  these  impressions  had 
grown  up  with  him,  and  he  still  retained  them, 
and  they  were  heightened  by  the  recent  experience 
which  he  bad  had  of  the  'mischievous  effects  <^ 
such  troops  in  the  State  which  he  had  the  honor 
to  represent;  he  had  seen  that  they  might  be  made 
the  organs  of  oppression,  and  be  the  means  of  in- 
troducing amcNQ^  a  happy,  peaceable  people  much 
disorder  and  injury.  Here  he  would  stop.  He 
wished  to  draw  a  veil  over  the  injuries  which  had 
been  done  to  the  people  of  Tennessee  by  means 
of  standing  troops ;  because  no  sooner  were  these 
wrongs  known  to  the  Greneral  Qovernment  than 
every  dmrtment  of  it  showed  a  willingness  to 
redress  them.  But  the  occurrence,  notwithstand- 
ing, strengthened  his  former  impressions  against 
a  standing  army.  ' 

Mr.  C.  concluded  by  saying  he  would  not  spedi 
of  the  expense  of  this  army,  or  of  the  difficulty 
which  would  attend  the  collecting  of  the  money, 
because  he  did  not  wish  to  trespass  longer  upon 
the  patience  of  the  committee.  He  did  not  flatter 
himself  that  anything  which  he  had  said^  or  could 
say,  would  change  the  sentiments  of  one  member 
of  the  committee;  but  he  trusted  all  would  believii 
he  spoke  from  the  sincerity  of  his  heart,  every 
sentiment  of  which  was  deeply  interested  in  the 
prosperitv,  liberty,  happiness,  and  independence 
of  United  America. 

Mr.  Bbookb  had  no  doubt  the  gratleman  from 
Tennessee  had  delivered  to  the  committee  the 
genuine  sentiments  of  his  heart;  but,  notwithr 
standing  that,  he  could  nat  bring  himself  to  joia 
in  sentiment  with  him.  That  ffeotleman  nad 
said  that  militia  are  better  troops  Uian  a  standing 
army.  This  was  the  first  time  lie  had  ever  heai« 
the  sentiment  advanced.  Whatever  objection 
there  may  be  to  a  standing  army,  he  thoujght  du»- 
cifdine  was  everything.  He  did  not  thmk  that 
the  allusion  whicn  he  had  made  to  the  troops  of 
another  eoontry,  who  were  willins[  soldiers,  or  to 
our  own  Revolution,  would  authorize  the  opinion. 
He  would  call  the  attention  of  the  gentleman  to 
our  Revolution.  He  did  not  mean  to  depreciate 
the  militia ;  but  it  was  well  known  they  could  not 
be  kept  in  the  field  for  any  length  of  time  together. 
He  remembered  an  instance  in  1776,  at  Ambof , 
where  a  company  of  militia  were  draughted  for  a 
particular  time,  and  when  it  expired  they  deter- 
mined at  all  events  to  return  home,  and  all  that 
could  be  said  to  them  could  not  induce  them  to 
stay.  Men  who  leave  families  behind  them 
will  not  continue  coDtentedly  beyond  the  time  for 
which  they  are  called.  If  the  militia  alone 
were  to  be  reacHrted  to,  a  much  greats  number  of 
men  would  be  necessary  in  the  service,  and  the 
expense  of  retaining  them  would  be  greater,  ae- 
cording  to  their  numhors,  than  if  regular  troops 
were  employed. 

The  gentleman  last  up,  and  others,  had  said 
there  is  no  danger  of  an  invasion.  Mr.  B.  askad 
what  all  the  preparations  are  making  for  on  the 
French  coast? 

Mr.  Claiboemjb  explained  what  he  had  said 
about  danger. 

Mr.  Brooks  said,  if  there  should  be  no  dutter. 
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DO  army  would  be  raised,  for  the  uncertainty 
whether  we  should  be  invaded  or  not.  was  the 
reason  why  the  power  of  determioiog  tne  time  of 
raising  the  army  was  placed  in  the  President. 
And  notwithstanding  jrentlemen  continually  call 
this  a  standing  army,  if  they  look  at  the  bill,  they 
will  find  that  the  President  will  have  the  power 
of  disbanding  it  whenever  it  shall  cease  to  be 
necei^ary.  Besides,  these  arguments  did  not  go 
against  the  bill,  but  against  the  detail  of  it,  which 
miffht  undergo  amendment  and  modification. 

Gentlemen  have  spoken  on  the  constitutionality 
of  this  bill,  but  he  thought  these  objections  had 
been  completely  answered,  and  former  laws  which 
had  been  passed  after  a  similar  manner,  proved 
that  heretofore  no  objection  was  made  to  this 
mode  of  proceeding,  and  until  gentlemen  could 
show  the  difference  which  exists  between  those 
laws  and  the  present,  there  was  no  necessity  for 
spending  time  m  answering  these  objections.  He 
could  not  see  any  objection  to  the  bill  on  this 
ground,  as  it  was  calculated  solely  for  the  purpose 
of  saving  expense.  With  respect  to  any  danger 
which  could  aris^  from  the  misuse  of  this  power, 
H  was  a  mere  chimera.  He  believed  enough  had 
already  been  said  on  this  question,  and  he  hoped 
the  question  would  be  taken. 

Mr.  Gallatin  said,  he  would  not  take  much  of 
the  time  of  the  committee  in  relation  to  what 
might  be  called  the  Constitutional  question  under 
consideration ;  yet  he  found,  from  the  manner  in 
which  his  arguments  had  been  noticed,  it  would 
be  necessary  to  make  a  few  additional  observa- 
tions on  this  subject. 

He  understood  that  the  object  of  a  constitution 
was  to  secure  a  proper  distribution  of  power 
among  the  different  branches  of  a  government. 
It  was  a  security  never  possessed  by  any  country 
before  the  constitutions  of  the  United  States  were 
formed.  In  Great  Britain,  whatever  distribution 
of  powers  may  exist,  an  act  of  Parliament  may 
transfer  a&y  power  from  one  department  to  ano- 
ther. The  only  check,  then,  upon  the  use  of  that 
power  is  public  opinion.  But,  m  this  country,  the 
principle  of  the  Constitution  is,  that  no  depart- 
ment of  Government  can  exercise  that  power 
which  has  been  given  to  another  department. 
Gentlemen,  however,  seem  ta  suppose  the  Consti- 
tution may  remain  inviolate  so  long  as  there  is  no 
forcible  assumption  of  power  by  any  branch  of 
Government  from  the  otner,  and  that  a  transfer  or 
free  gift  of  such  power  would  not  be  a  violation 
of  the  Constitution.  He  considered  the  effect  to 
be  precisely  the  same  whichever  way  it  was  done. 
Ti»s  object  of  the  Constitution  was  to  assign  for- 
ever certain  specific  Legislative  powers  to  Con- 
gress, and  certain  other  powers  to  the  Executive, 
and  whenever  one  department  shall  exercise  the 

Sowers  of  the  other,  in  whatever  way  it  shall  be 
one.  the  Constitution  will  be  broken,  and  the 
security  intended  by  it  will  no  longer  exist. 

If  these  remarks  are  applied  to  the  case  under 
consideration,  it  would  be  found  that  one  of  the 
most  important  powers  that  could  be  vested  in 
Congress,  viz :  the  power  of  raising  an  armVi  is, 
by  this  bill,  proposed  to  be  transferred  from  Con- 


mss  to  the  President.  This  he  considered  as  a 
dangerous  principle,  and  if  once  admitted,  it  would 
be  in  the  power  of  Congress  to  destroy  the  Con- 
stitution. Yet  the  committee  are  told  that  there 
are  precedents  to  authorize  this  procedure.  He 
knew  the  line  which  separates  Executive  from 
Legislative  duty  is  sometimes  very  indistinct ;  and 
in  some  cases  of  not  very  great  importance,  where 
the  distinction  might  not  be  very  striking,  or  had 
not  perhaps  been  attejided  to,  powers  which,  strict- 
ly speaking,  were  Legislative,  may  have  been  im- 
properly given  to  the  Executive;  but  is  an  in- 
stance of  this  kind  to  be  brought  as  a  precedent 
for  passing  a  bill  of  so  important  a  nature  as  is 
the  present.  Because  power  has  been  given  to 
the  President  to  build  ten  galleys,  if  he  shall  think 
them  necessary,  and  to  spend  $80,000,  should  it 
now  be  inferred  that  there  would  be  no  impro- 
priety in  giving  him  the  power  to  judge  of  the 
necessity  of  raising  an  army  of  10,^0  men, 
which  are  to  cost  the  United  States  at  least  four 
millions  of  dollars  a  year  ?  If  that  conclusion 
was  drawn,  he  would  ask  whether  Congress  might 
not  also  transfer  any  of  the  other  important  pow- 
ers vested  in  them,  such  as  the  power  of  laying 
and  collecting  taxes,  and  that  of  declaring  war  > 
And  if  so,  it  was  admitted  that  Congress  have 
the  power  of  destroying  the  Constitution;  for 
limitation  clauses  to  laws  were  frequently  op- 
posed as  improper ;  and  if  a  single  Congress  passed 
without  any  limitation  clause  an  act  similar  to 
this,  or  giving  forever  to  the  Executive  the  power 
of  judfirm^  of  the  necessity  of  raising  an  army, 
or  of  laying  a  tax,  or  of  declaring  war,  or  oi 
enacting  laws,  he  asked  whether  the  Leffislative 
power  of  Congress  would  not  be  annihilated? 
And  yet  this  is  the  objection  which  some  gentle- 
men call  it  ridiculous  to  entertain,  while  others 
charge  the  supporters  of  it  with  a  want  of  candor 
and  sincerity. 

After  stating  this,  Mr.  G.  said,  he  believed  he 
need  not  answer  the  objections  of  the  gentleman 
from  Connecticut,  (Mr.  Dana,)  who  seemed  to 
think  that  he  (Mr.  G.)  had  relied  upon  a  mere 
verbal  difference  in  the  wording  of  some  of  the 
clauses  in  the  Constitution.  He  would  now  see 
that  he  did  not  rabe  his  obiections  on  so  slight  a 
ground,  but  that  they  arose  irom  the  general  prin- 
ciples and  spirit  of  the  Constitution  itself.  Mr. 
G.  said,  he  might  be  told  that  no  danger  would 
arise  from  this  transfer  of  power,  as  it  was  not  to 
be  supposed  the  President  would  abuse  it,  and  that 
he  ought  not  to  suppose  the  case  of  future  Legis- 
latures passing  aucn  improper  acts  as  he  had  men- 
tioned, or  at  any  rate  transJferring  other  powers  to 
the  Executive,  because  this  Congress  was  going 
to  transfer  the  specific  discretionary  power  con- 
templated in  the  section  under  consideration. 
But  ought  they  to  put  more  trust  in  future  Legis- 
latures than  in  themselves  ?  And  if  the  galleys 
were  turought  as  a  precedent  to  induce  Congress 
to  pass  this  bill,  would  not  it  be  brought  as  a  pre- 
cedent to  induce  future  Legislatures  to  make  still 
further  and  more  dangerous  transfers  of  power  ? 
Were  not  evident  symptoms  of  that  disposition 
discernable  in  this  very  discussion?    A  gentleman 
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firom  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Oris)  had  positively 
asserted,  that  if  the  President  was  to  give  informa- 
tion 40  Congress,  that,  in  his  opinioA,  there  was 
hnminent  danger  of  an  invasion,  Cbn^ess,  with- 
out examining  the  grounds  of  that  opinion,  mast 
necessarily  act  in  conformity  to  it.  The  same 
gentleman  had  said,  that  if  the  validity  of  the 
objections  urged  against  this  bill  were  admitted,  it 
would  declare  all  former  laws  enacted  upon  the 
same  principle  null,  and  of  coarse  the  wnole  of 
our  present  army  would  be  dissolved.  This  could 
not  be  the  case ;  for  if  there  was  an v thing  uncon- 
stitutional in  the  law  fixing  the  Nfilitary  Estab- 
lishment^ it  was  the  power  which  was  ^iven  to 
the  President  to  forbear  raising,  or  to  discharge 
the  men  when  he  should  think  them  unnecessary, 
which  power  had  never  been  executed,  and  there- 
fore could  in  nowise  affect  the  Military  Estab- 
lishment now  existing. 

But  the  cotnmittee  are  told  that  the  present 
dangerous  situation  of  our  country  renders  it 
necessarv  to  pass  a  law  of  this  kind.  It  appeared 
to  him  tnat  when  gentlemen  were  called  upon  to 
show  where  this  danger  exists,  they  were  at  a 
loss  how  to  answer.  They  had  not  shown  where 
it  is;  almost  all  concurred  in  an  opinion  that 
there  would  be  no  invasion  by  an  army  this  sea- 
ton.  After  a  peace  was  concluded  in  Europe, 
tome  gentlemen  were  of  opinion  there  might  be 
danger,  but  not  at  present.  The  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  had  indeed  pointed  out  a  part  of 
the  country  where  he  supposes  there  is  at  present 
some  dansrer,  and  it  was  tne  only  quarter  in  which 
be  himself  expected  any  annoyance  at  present, 
and  upon  which  he  had  already  made  some  ob- 
servations. That  gentleman  had,  however,  gone 
on  to  detail  the  manner  in  which  the  French  may 
land,  and  the  points  most  likely  to  be  attacked. 
If  that  gentleman  be  sincere  in  his  fears,  and 
really  thinks  that  imminent  danger  exists,  he 
ought  to  vgte  for  the  raising  of  the  army  imme- 
diately, otherwise  the  force  which  he  wished  to 
raise  would  be  too  late  for  the  quarter  in  which 
this  danger  is  said  to  be  so  imminent.  But  the 
^ntleman  in  the  whole  course  of  his  observa- 
tions, has  spoken  of  this  section  as  giving  to  the 
President  a  power,  whenever  danger  shall  appear, 
of  calling  these  nien  out,  or  embodying  them,  as 
if  the  proper  power  of  raising  an  army  was  sud- 
denly to  embody  men  together  in  an  emergency; 
whereas  it  must  be  clear  to  him  that  these  men 
must  first  be  enlisted  and  collected ;  while,  on  the 
contrary,  the  militia  alone  could  be  called  out  or 
embodied  immediately.  Indeed,  a  militia  force 
might  be  called  out,  and  might  repel  a  predatory 
attack,  before  five  hundred  of  tnis  provisional 
army  could  be  raised.  He  conceived  only  two 
thioffs  were  wanting  to  make  militia  more  effect- 
ive tthan  at  present,  which  were  provided  by  the 
additional  sections  reported  to  this  bill  by  the 
select  committee,  which  were  to  furnish  them 
with  arms,  and  also  the  equipments  for  cavalry,  in 
the  Southern  States.  He  noped  those  sections 
would  be  aj^-eed  to.  and  then  he  thought  the  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  Harper)  might 
be  perfectly  easy  on  aceoant  of  the  safety  of  the 


Southern  States.  If  we  were  to  be  en^^aged  in 
war,  not  only  by  sea  but  by  land,  and  an  invading 
army  was  to  land  under  an  idea  of  subjugating 
the  country,  or  of  bringing  us  to  a  dishonorabM 
peace,  he  would  then  a^ree  that  a  standing  army 
would  be  necessary  to  aid  the  militia ;  but  at  pre- 
sent he  did  not  think  there  would  be  any  reasona* 
hie  expectation  of  such  an  event. 

Mr.  O.  said  he  had  been  told  that  he  might  con- 
sider himself  safe  on  his  farm  on  the  Mononga* 
hela,  and  that  the  people  of  the  South  would  not 
be  very  thankful  tor  the  opposition  he  made  to 
this  force  for  their  defence.  But  was  it  proper  to 
introduce  circumstances  of  this  kind  into  debate  t 
He  did  not  believe,  that,  by  any  vote  which  b« 
had  ever  ^ven  on  that  floor,  he  had  shown  any 
unjustifiaUe  attachment  to  his  constituents  to 
the  injury  of  other  parts  of  the  Union.  He  should 
undoubtedly,  on  all  occasions,  support  their  inte- 
rests, so  far  as  he  understood  them,  whenever  it 
could  be  done  consistently  with  the  good  of  tlM 
whole,  but  never  in  opposition  to  that  good. 

Mr.  G.  supposed,  that  if  the  danger  were  very 
ffreat  on  the  Soutnern  coast,  more  would  hara 
been  heard  of  it  than  by  the  private  letter  of  the 
ffentleman  fVom  South  Carolina  (Mr.  Harper.) 
He  himself  did  not  believe  there  was  any  ^eat 
danger  to  be  apprehended  at  present  from  inva- 
sion. But  the  arguments  of  gentlemen  went  to 
show  that  the  danger  is  now  imminent,  and  con- 
sequently that  the  army  ought  now  to  be  raised ; 
and  yet,  instead  of  acting  consistently  with  their 
own  arguments,  they  support  a  bill  by  which  an 
army  is  to  be  raised  only  in  case  of  a  change  of 
circumstances.  When  sentlemen  wish  to  estab- 
lish the  belief  of  a  probability  of  an  immediate 
invasion,  they  refer  to  the  conversations  vHiich 
passed  in  Paris  between  our  Ministers  and  X,  Y, 
and  Z.  If  they  believe  that  they  see,  and  the 
President  believes  that  he  sees  in  that  conversa- 
tion, a  threatened  invasion,  he  supposed  the  army 
would  be  immediately  raised.  Indeed,  from  whiU 
he  daily  heard  and  saw,  he  was  of  opinion  that 
the  President  believed  imminent  danger  now  to 
exist.  But  the  section  under  consideration  went 
taking  the  arguments  of  the  gentleman  to  be  well 
grounded,  to  throw  the  responsibility  of  a  measure, 
which,  in  their  opinion,  was  now  necessary,  from 
themselves  on  the  President. 

But  the  committee  had  been  told  by  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York  (Mr.  Brooks)  that  the  mili- 
tia are  more  expensive  than  regular  troops.  Mr. 
O.  believed,  that  while  they  were  in  service,  they 
were  more  expensive,  on  account  of  their  marcln 
ing  to  and  from  hoine ;  but  the  ^reat  difference 
between  the  two  forces  was,  the  militia  were  only 
called  into  actual  service  and  paid  when  actuu 
danger  exists,  but  an  army  receives  pay  all  the 
time  it  is  in  being.  Of  course  an  army,  if  consi- 
dered a  cheaper  weapon  of  defence,  ought  only  to 
be  raised  in  time  of  actual  danger,  and  discharged 
when  it  ceases  to  exist. 

Shall  I,  said  Mr.  O.,  be  told  it  is  improper  to 
speak  of  expense  in  a  business  of  this  kind  ?  He 
said  he  knew  well  enough,  that  in  case  of  actual 
war,  or  iuvftsioB^  it  would  be  ridienhu^  to  talk^ 
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the  expense  of  defence.  And  if  the  committee 
now  believe  that  we  are  in  imminent  danger, 
they  ought  immediately  to  raise  an  army;  but  as 
they  suppose  th:^  danger  does  not  at  present  exist, 
the  expense  was  a  proper  subject  of  discussion. 
He  would  not,  however,  on  the  subject  of  this 
IhII,  have  said  anything  about  it,  had  it  not  been 
asserted  that  no  expense  could  be  incurred  on 
aecoont  of  this  law.  He  wished  to  know  why 
gentlemen  had  so  earnestly  insisted  upon  a  per- 
manent land-tax,  in  order  to  insure  a  permanent 
loan?  That  loan  and  that  tax  were  wanted  for 
the  sole  purpose  of  supporting  this  army,  as  all 
the  expenses  at  present  incurred  are  jH'ovided  for 
faj  the  present  revenue  and  one  veaHs  land-tax. 
Without  this  armv  there  would  be  no  necessity 
lor  a  permanent  JaiMi-tax.  Let  not  gentlemen 
amuse  themselyes  with  the  idea  that  at  the  time 
they  are  giving  the  President  a  power  to  raise 
ma  army  of  10,000  men,  it  will  be  attended  with 
no  expense.  If  they  give  the  authority,  they 
must  reckon  upon  paying  the  men,  and  this  can 
only  be  done  by  a  i)ermanent  land-tax.  He  had 
therefore  voted  against  making  the  land-tax  per- 
manent, because  he  was  against  raising  this  army, 
and  he  could  not  conceive  how  gentlemen  who 
bad  agreed  with  him  on  that  question  could  con- 
sistently be  in  favor  of  this.  If  they  were  in 
favor  of  the  army,  they  oucht,  in  order  to  provide 
the  means,  to  have  voted  ^r  the  permanent  land- 
tax.  As  to  the  distinction  made  by  the  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina  between  the  troops 
proposed  to  be  raised  by  this  bill,  and  a  standing 
army,  he  looked  upon  it  as  frivolous;  the  words 
standing  army  meant  a  regular  force  as  distin- 
guished from  the  mUitia;  you  may  call  it  by  that 
name,  or  simply  an  army,  which  are  the  words 
used  by  the  Constitution,  it  will  not  change  its 
substance — ^and  in  Qreat  Britain,  where  its  ex- 
istence, on  account  of  the  annual  supply  bill, 
was  always  limited  to  one  year,  it  was  always 
called  a  standing  army. 

He  would  add  one  remark  with  respect  to 
•ta&dioff  armies.  Military  men  on  this  floor,  in 
fieivor  of  an  establishment  of  this  kind,  judge  of  a 
r^ttlar  army  from  what  they  saw  of  the  Revolu- 
tionary army — but  such  an  army,  he  apprehended, 
would  not  again  be  seen  in  this  country,  except 
in  case  of  invasion,  when  the  same  spirit  would 
animate  our  citizens  which  inspired  them  here- 
tofore ;•  but  a  standing  army,  in  time  of  peace, 
would  always  be  found  very  different  from  the 
patriotic  army  with  which  those  ^ntlemen  were 
acquainted.  With  respect  to  militia,  he  believed 
most  of  those  gentlemen  were  better  acquainted 
with  their  merits  than  he  could  pretend  to  be, 
yet  they  have  not  only  denied  that  the  militia  of 
the  United  States  are  capable  of  serving  against 
a  regular  army,  for  any  lenstb  of  time,  but  also 
of  repelling  an  invasion.  He  believed,  with  his 
friend  from  Tennessee,  that  very  many  instances 
in  our  Revolutionarv  war  spoke  a  contrary  lan- 
cnage.  If  he  recollected  nght,  the  enemy  was 
kept  in  Boston  for  more  than  a  year,  and  at  last 
driven  from  thence  by  the  militia;  and  he  be- 
lieved the  Stale  of  New  Jersey  was  recovered  in 


1777  by  the  militia,  when  hardly  the  appearance  of 
a  regular  army  existed.  Advancing  to  another 
period  of  the  war,  which  perhaps  decided  it,  he 
asked  whether  the  standing  army  would  have 
been  able  to  stop  the  course  Si  General  Burgoyae. 
had  it  not  been  for  the  militia,  which  poured 
from  all  quarters,  checked  his  progress,  and  so 
eminently  contributed  to  his  capture.  He  knew 
great  services  were  performed  by  regular  troops^ 
and  that  in  case  of  actual  war  they  were  neces- 
sary; but  he  believed  the  militia  were  equal  to 
the  repelling  of  any  invasion  which  could,  under 
present  circumstances,  be  contemplated. 

Mr.  PiifOKNBY  said,  he  did  not  intend  to  havv 
troubled  the  committee  with  any  observations  of 
his  on  the  present  question ;  because  he  thou|fht 
all  the  arffuments  which  had  been  adduced  against 
this  bill  nad  been  fully  answered ;  but,  as  they 
were  again  repeated,  be  must  be  permitted  to  say 
a  few  words  in  reply. 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  had  sakl^ 
with  great  truth,  that  it  was  the  object  of  those 
who  formed  the  Constitution,  that  the  powers  of 
Government  should  be  distributed  among  the 
different  departments,  and  that  they  ought  not  to 
be  assigned  or  relinquished.  All  must  be  agreed 
as  to  that  point.  The  only  question  is  as  to  its 
application  in  the  present  case,  and  whether  tk» 
power  proposed  to  be  granted  by  this  bill  gave 
away  from  Congress  Uie  power  of  raising  an 
army  to  any  other  department  of  Government. 
If  this  power  was  generally  transferred  to  the 
President,  he  might  at  all  times  raise  an  armT. 
without  the  consent  of  Congress;  but  it  womd 
not  be  said  that  this  would  be  the  case,  if  this  bill 
should  pass.  It  is  not  doubted  that  the  Lc^zisla- 
ture  may  order  an  army  to  be  raised  by  the  Presi- 
dent, in  case  of  a  declaration  of  war,  or  of  an  in- 
vasion ;  but  ffentlemen  tmy  the  contingency  ought 
not  to  depend  upon  the  opinion  of  the  President. 
But,  Mr.  P.  said,  this  must  either  be  done,  or  you 
must  burden  your  constituents  unnecessarily,  by 
raisine  the  army  before  it  is  wanted.  It  had  been 
said  tnat  it  was  not  fair  to  argue  from  former 
violations  of  right.  This,  he  allowed,  was  a  fair 
objection  as  it  respects  real  violations  of  right, 
but  where  a  thing  has  frequently  been  done  in 
one  way,  and  no  objections  raised  to  that  course, 
it  was  reasonable  to  suppose  that  course  was  not 
unconstitutional. 

Mr.  P.  was  surprised  to  hear  gentlemen  attempt 
a  distinction  between  the  ease  of  immediately 
raising  an  army,  and  ordering  it  to  be  raised  in 
case  of  certain  contingencies.  If  he  could  discover 
any  difference,  he  should  be  for  immediatdy  vo- 
ting this  army;  but  not  seeing  this,  he  thought  it 
unreasonable  that  he  should  either  bnrden  the 
country  with  an  unnecessary  expeosci  or  leave  it  in 
a  great  degree  defenceless.  He  believed  the  power 
proposed  to  be  eiven  to  amount  to  no  more  than 
this :  It  said  to  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
'^  if  war  should  be  declared  a^inst  this  country, 
if  we  should  be  invaded,  or  if  you  should  have 
certain  information  that  force  is  preparing  to 
make  such  an  invasion,  you  shall  proceed  to  raise 
this  army."     He  thought,  tht^efote,  e^ery  Goft- 
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BtitutioDal  objection  mast  fall  to  the  ground* 
But  an  objeetion  was  made  to  this  clause  be- 
cause it  ^re  power  to  the  President  for  an  un- 
limited time.  He  should  have  no  objection  to 
limit  the  period  within  which  this  power  should 
be  exercised.  He  should  hare  no  objection  to 
limit  it  till  the  next  meeting  of  Congress. 

It  was  said  that  if  Congress  had  the  power  to 
▼est  the  power  of  raising  an  army  in  the  Presi- 
dent, they  might  also  transfer  the  power  of  rais- 
kg  a  tax  to  him.  He  believed  this  might  be 
done  in  the  same  way.  A  law  might  be  ^ssed 
for  raising  a  tax,  specifying  the  mode  of  laying  it, 
and  the  quantum  of  money  to  be  raised,  but  with 
a  provision  that  it  should  not  be  collected  until  it 
was  wanted,  or  until  some  contingency  should 
take  place.  But  if  this  was  done,  he  should  not 
conceive  that  he  transferred  the  power  of  raising 
taxes  to  the  President,  any  more  than  the  passing 
of  this  bill  would  transfer  the  power  of  raising  an 
army  to  him. 

The  passing  of  the  jN^esent  bill  in  this  form, 
would  also  8«ve  expense  in  more  ways  than  one. 
It  would  show  to  the  Powers  of  Europe  that  we 
were  determined  to  prepare  for  our  detence,  and 
that  if  an  attack  should  be  made  upon  us,  we  are 
determined  to  repel  it.  It  was  upon  this  ground 
that  be  was  in  favor  of  raising  20,000  men  in- 
stead of  10,000.  To  show  a  spirit  of  this  kind, 
he  believed,  would  be  our  best  means  of  defence, 
as  it  might  prevent  any  attack  being  made  upon 
us,  and,  by  so  doing,  save  us  an  immediate  ex- 
pense. 

But  it  had  been  said,  that  those  who  wished  to 
prevent  the  l^d  tax  becoming  permanent,  ought 
to  vote  against  this  bill,  as  the  one  was  to  meet 
the  expense  of  the  .other.  He  did  not  think  this 
was  the  case  by  any  means.  Many  who  voted  in 
&vor  of  the  land  tax  bein^  annual,  he  doubted 
not,  would  vote  for  this  bill  also.  They  miffht 
conceive  that  the  money  would  be  better  raised  in 
another  way. 

With  respect  to  the  expediency  of  the  measure, 
it  api>eared  to  him  that  it  would  be  wise  and  pru- 
dent in  the  United  States,  in  case  of  a  declara- 
tion of  war,  an  invasion,  or  threatened  invasion, 
not  to  lose  a  moment  to  add  this  force  to  our 
peace  establishment.  The  committee  had  been 
told  that  on  a  former  occasion,  the  militia  were 
found  adequate  to  the  defence  of  the  oountrv. 
He  believed  an  instance  of  that  kind  had  scarcely 
€ver  occurred.  He  knew  they  had  been  of  essen- 
tial benefit  in  supporting  the  regular  army ;  but 
the  instances  were  few  in  which  they  of  themselves 
rendered  any  essential  service  in  the  war.  He 
bmd  a  gentleman  in  his  eye,  under  whom  the 
militia  had  alone  rendered  very  considerable  ser- 
vice. He  spoke  particularly  of  the  a£fair  at 
King^s  Mountain,  m  North  Carolina.  But  the 
militia  would  never  remain  in  the  field  for  any 
length  of  time.  It  was  true,  he  saw  militia  in 
the  late  war  that  were  equal  to  any  troops  in  the 
ivorld ;  these  consisted  of  men  who  had  been 
driven  from  their  homes  by  the  enemy,  and  who 
could  not  of  course  return  to  their  families.  But 
God  forbid  this  country  should  ever  be  brought  in* 


to  a  like  situation  again ;  if  it  were,  militia  would 
then  be  as  good  troops  as  could  be  had,  but  not 
under  any  other  circumstances. 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  had  men^ 
tiooed  the  case  of  Boston.  That  was  a  very  par- 
ticular case.  A  small  British  force  was  encamp* 
ed  in  a  very  populous  country,  where  the  people 
were  united  in  one  spirit  and  trained  to  arms. 
They  certainly  were  very  serviceable  in  the  ftret 
instance.  But  what  was  the  opinion  of  those 
who  were  at  the  head  of  our  military  affiiirs  at 
the  commencement  of  the  Revcdution  ?  Did  they 
think  the  militia  were  equal  to  the  defence  of  the 
country  ?  No,  they  did  not.  The  first  step  they 
took,  after  the  first  hostilky,  was  to  organise  a 
regular  corps.  A  Commanoer^in-Chief  was  ap- 
pointed, wno  carried  the  country  through  the 
war.  He  went  to  Boston,  and  raised  men  at 
regular  troops.  And  this  he  believed  it  would  be 
proper  to  do  now.  He  had  as  ffood  an  opinion  of 
the  militia  as  any  man,  but  he  believed  it  was 
necessary  to  have  regulars  to  mix  with  them. 

But  the  same  gentleman  instanced  New  Jersey ,^ 
where  he  says  great  honor  was  achieved  by  the 
militia.  Mr.  P.  believed  some  of  the  militia  were 
present  at  these  actions ;  but  he  did  not  recolleot 
anything  brilliant  performed  at  Trenton  or  Prince- 
ton by  the  militia,  without  a  regular  force.  If 
the  ffentleman  made  inquiry  into  the  business,  he 
would  find  the  troops  were  mixed,  and  that  the 
principal  part  of  the  defence  was  performed  by 
regular  troops. 

He  mentioned  another  case,  almost  exactly  of 
the  same  nature.  He  meant  the  army  which  oa]K 
tured  Cieneral  Burgoyne.  Mr.  P.  said,  there  were, 
he  believed,  more  than  one  person  present  who 
was  engaged  in  that  afibir,  and  if  the  gentleman 
referred  to  them,  he  would  find  that  bnlliant  ao' 
tion  was  not  accomplished  by  militia  alone.  Those 
gentlemen  will  tdl  him.  that  had  it  not  been  for 
a  regular  efiective  army,  Bur^oyne's  army  would 
never  have  been  captured.  He  believed  not  lesa 
than  6,000  regular  troops  were  present.  The  ar* 
^ments  drawn  from  these  instances,  therefore, 
tell  to  the  ground. 

Some  gentlemen  seemed  confident  in  the  opin- 
ion that  our  militia  would  be  a  sufficient  defence 
for  the  country.  For  himself,  he  would  not  hesi- 
tate to  say,  he  should  feel  himsdf  much  more  easy, 
if  there  was  a  regular  force  in  the  country  fhom 
which  he  came,  in  aid  of  the  militia,  than  if  there 
was  none.  He  did  not  say  this  from  a  want  of 
respect  for  the  militia  of  South  Carolina.  They 
had  heretofore  acted  well,  and  he  had  no  doul^ 
they  would  do  so  again,  if  their  service  should  be 
wanted.  He  had  it  from  a  gentleman  whose  duty 
it  was  to  attend  to  them,  that  they. were  as 
reader  to  meet  an  attack  as  any  militia  on  the 
Continent.  He  had  not  himself  seen  them  for 
many  years ;  but  if  1,200  or  1,300  regulars  were 
stationed  in  the  lower  part  of  the  country,  where 
the  peculation  is  sparse,  to  be  marched  to  any 
place  where  an  attack  might  be  made,  he  should 
oe  better  satisfied,  than  to  depend  entirely  up^i 
the  militia.  If  it  was  not,  indeed,  for  the  expense, 
he  should  be  for  inaediately  raising  troops  to 
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^end  to  that  part  of  the  country ;  for  he  believed 
a  predatory  invasion  might  take  place  from  the 
West  Indies,  and  do  considerable  mischief  there, 
before  an  effectual  force  of  militia  could  be  drawn 
out  to  oppose  it.  Feeling  as  he  did,  therefore,  he 
ooatd  not  but  vote  for  the  present  bill. 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  admits  that 
it  may  be  necessary  to  have  a  standing  army  in 
dme  of  actual  war ;  but  says  it  would  be  improper 
to  raise  an  army  before  we  know  whether  we 
shall  have  any  occasion  to  use  it ;  but  the  gentle- 
man ought  to  recollect  that  except  this  probability 
exists,  in  a  very  strong  degree  indeed,  this  army 
will  not  be  raised. 

Before  he  sat  down,  Mr.  P.  said,  it  might  be 
proper  to  make  a  few  remarks  upon  what  had  fall- 
en from  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee.  Had  it 
not  come  from  bis  authority,  he  could  scarcely 
have  conceived  that  militia  could,  at  any  time, 
have  been  an  overmatch  for  regular  troops.  But 
the  gentleman  has  relied  upon  ancient  history  for 
the  illustration  of  hb  position,  and  has  spoken  of 
Greece  and  Rome.  He  would  remark,  that  if 
this  country  was  situated  as  Greece  and  Rome 
were,  and  our  enemy  in  all  respects  as  theirs,  the 
comparison  might  hold  with  more  force  than  it 
does  at  present.  Besides,  if  the  armies  of  Greece 
and  Rome  were  militia,  there  were  no  armies  at 
that  time.  Those  countries  defended  themselves 
by  armies  which  they  could  orfi^anize  and  disci- 
pline in  the  best  manner,  which  they  could  march 
a  thousand  miles  from  home,  to  conquer  distant 
provinces.  They  were  perhaps  the  .most  regular 
armies  that  ever  existed.  If,  said  Mr.  P.,  we  ex- 
pected to  be  attacked  by  militia,  he  should  be 
willing  to  trust  our  defence  to  militia ;  but  as  it 
was  likely  we  should  be  attacked  by  well  disci- 
plined troops,  he  should  wish  to  have  regular 
troops  to  meet  them. 

But  the  militia  of  France  was  brought  into  no- 
tice, and  their  valor  highly  spoken  of.  If  we  had 
the  power  which  France  has  exercised,  of  making 
a  well-disciplined  soldiet  of  every  man  from  eigh- 
teen to  twenty-five  years  of  R^e  in  one  requisition, 
and  if  those  were  not  sufficient,  to  call  for  a  se- 
cond and  third,  it  might  be  said  our  militia  would 
be  equal  to  the  troops  of  France.  But,  God  for- 
bid that  we  should  ever  have  occasion  to  do  this. 
When  the  militia  bill  was  under  consideration,  he 
was  for  imitating  the  French,  in  8on>e  degree,  by 
dividing  the  militia  into  select  and  several  corps, 
in  order  to  give  all  our  force  military  knowledge. 
He  would  remark,  however,  that,  when  the  French 
called  out  these  militia,  they  grafted  them  upon 
the  remainder  of  a  well-or^nized  army,  to  which, 
perhaps,  may  be  ascribed,  m  a  great  degree,  their 
successes^ 

With  respect  to  the  danger  to  be  dreaded  from 
an  army  of  this  kind  to  the  liberties  of  the  people, 
he  said  it  was  perfectly  groundless.  He  was  as 
much  an  enemy  to  a  standing  army,  in  time  ©f 
peace,  as  any  man  ;  but  this  was  to  be  an  army 
for  a  particular  emergency.  If  the  arguments  of 
the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  went  to  anything, 
they  must  go  to  the  disbanding  of  our  present 
tmall  army,  employed  principally  in  the  defence 


of  our  frontier.  But  what  degree  of  blame  can 
be  imputed  to  the  troops  in  Tennessee,  to  which 
he  alluded?  None,  in  his  opinion.  If  there  was 
any  blame,  it  was  in  the  law  which  originated  in 
that  House,  directing  certain  measures  to  be  taken, 
and  that  any  person  settling  within  certain  bounds 
in  that  State,  which  belongs  to  the  Indians,  should 
be  removed  by  the  Executive,  and  if  he  thought 
it  necessarv,  by  means  of  an  armed  force.  The 
President  thought  the  time  was  arrived  when  be 
ought  to  carry  the  law  into  execution,  and  he 
did  it. 

From  all  the  considerations  he  had  mentioned, 
and  which  he  recapitulated,  he  should  be  in  favor 
of  retaining  the  first  section  of  the  bill,  which 
might  afterwards  be  modified,  so  as  to  become 
more  generally  acceptable  than  it  now  appears 
to  be. 

Mr.  McDowell  said,  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  (Mr.  Harper)  had  yesterday  worked 
up  his  passions  in  representing  the  dangers  to 
which  the  coast  of  South  Carolina  and  Georgia 
are  exposed^  from  attacks  which  ^y  be  miule 
upon  them  from  the  West  Indies,  and  attributed 
the  want  of  a  similar  temper  in  other  members, 
to  the  security  of  their  situations.  Though  he 
himself  lived  near  the  mountains,  yet  he  Mi  for 
those  who  resided  on  the  seacoast,  with  which  he 
was  well  acquainted.  When  the  coast  was  for^ 
merly  attacked,  the  people  in  his  neighborhood 
showed  their  readiness  to  give  the  citizens  there 
every  possible  assistance,  and  he  was  certain,  if 
the  same  necessity  again  occurred,  they  would  be 
as  ready  as  formerly  to  defend  their  country 
against  any  invader  whatever. 

But  he  was  sorry  to  hear  that  the  constituents 
of  that  gentleman  were  so  greatly  alarmed,  that 
they  trembled  for  their  safety. 

Mr.  Harper  said,  that  he  did  not  say  that  his 
constituents  trembled,  but  that  they  were  appre- 
hensive of  danger. 

Mr.  McDowell  understood  the  gentleman  «8 
using  very  strong  expressions  on  this  subject ;  bu^ 
if  this  law  were  to  pass,  he  supposed  all  would  be 
well.  And  yet,  if  the  constituents  of  that  gentle- 
man were  in  daily  apprehension  of  bein|r  attacked, 
how  could  the  passing  of  this  bill  relieve  them, 
since  these  men  were  not  to  be  raised,  until  immi- 
nent danger  appeared?  It  must  be  recollected 
that,  during  the  Summer  session,  eighty  thousand 
militiamen  were  ordered  to  be  held  in  readiness^ 
and  any  part,  or  the  whole  of  which,  may  be 
called  out,  whenever  it  shall  be  necessary.  And 
would  not  these  be  more  effective  than  the  raisini^ 
of  ten  thousand  regular  troops?  They  certainly 
would.  If  any  attack  was  made,  it  would  be  of 
a  predatory  nature,  and  the  militia  would  sooii 
crush  it. 

Much  had  been  said  about  the  service  of  the 
militia  and  of  regulars.  Mr.  McD.  said,  he  had 
served  in  the  regulars  and  knew  their  usefulness, 
and  if  a  war  took  place,  he  would  give  his  cheer- 
ful assent  to  the  raising  of  an  army;  but  nothing 
short  of  war,  or  actual  invasion,  would  induce 
him  to  go  into  an  establishment  of  this  Idnd,  as  he 
believed  the  militia  adequate  to  our  defence  in  the 
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first  iastance.  He  ohould,  therefore,  be  opposed 
to  the  bill. 

Mr.  Sumter  was  opposed  to  the  principle  of 
the  bill,  and  disapproved  the  objects  it  had  in  con- 
templation to  effect ;  but  above  all  he  was  oppos- 
ed to  the  principle  contained  in  the  first  section, 
namely,  that  ot  transferring  the  Constitutional 
Legislative  power  of  Congress  to  the  President 
or  Executive  branch  of  the  (Government.  Gen- 
tlemen who  advocate  this  principle,  being  well 
apprized  that  pointed  and  Constitutional  objec- 
tions may  be  urged  against  them,  have  thought 
proper  to  draw  to  their  support  some  precedents  in 
which  Congress  have  made  a  transfer  of  their 
powers ;  those  precedents  could  not  be  expected 
to  have  much  weight  with  him ;  indeed,  they  had 
no  weight,  for  error  could  never  be  sanctioned  hy 
being  repeated.  He  admitted  that  similar  ques- 
tions had  been  agitated  in  Congress,  which  had 
met  with  various  fates ;  but,  whatever  the  decis- 
ions might  have  been,  he  had  uniformly  voted 
against  the  principle  of  transferring  power  from 
one  branch  of  the  Government  to  the  other. 

Having  been  then  in  uniform  opposition  to  the 
principle  on  everv  occasion,  it  was  not  to  be  expect- 
ed th^t  he  should  concur  in  its  establishment  on 
the  present,  especially  as  the  proposed  measure 
appeared  to  him  to  be  highly  momentous,  involv- 
ing in  it  the  peace,  the  happiness,  and  even  the 
liberty  of  his  country.  Nay,  so  far  from  its  being 
expected  that  he  should  throw  in  his  vote  of  ap- 
probation, it  was  to  be  expected  (and  he  would 
not  deceive  that  expectation)  that  he  should  be 
more  earnest  in  his  opposition;  and,  believing 
that  there  was  no  necessity  for  raising  a  provis- 
ional or  any  army  at  this  time,  he  intended  to 
vote  against  the  whole  bill. 

He  recommended  it  to  the  committee  to  take  a 
comprehensive  view  of  our  situation  before  they 
engiffed  in  a  system  of  such  immense  expense ; 
in  doing  which,  they  would  necessarily  turn  their 
attention  to  what  is  passing  among  the  nations 
of  Europe ;  by  one  ot  those  nations,  it  was  said, 
the  United  States  are  imminently  threatened; 
gentlemen  urge  it  strongly  as  a  thing  certain  and 
at  hand,  that  we  are  to  apprehend  every  species 
of  attack ;  but,  notwithstanoing  all  that  had  been 
repeated  over  and  over  again  on  this  head,  he  still 
dilered  in  opinion  with  those  gentlemen  as  to 
what  was  likely  to  be  the  issue.  He  had  attend- 
ed to  all  the  information  which  had  been  disclos- 
ed ;  he  had  listened  patiently  to  gentlemen's  spec- 
ulations, and  had  contemplated,  as  far  as  his  mind 
was  capable  of  bearing  him  through  the  research, 
and  that  too  with  great  solicitude,  on  what  was 
the  situation  of  the  United  States,  as  they  stood 
connected  with  a  certain  European  Power.  He 
had  not  been  able  to  discover,  nor  did  he  believe, 
that  we  have  any  cause  to  apprehend  an  imme- 
diate invasion  from  that  quarter,  nor  was  he  in- 
clined to  believe  that  ever  such  an  intention  ex- 
isted; but,  even  if  it  did,  will  any  man,  who  is 
capable  of  forming  a  judgment  of  the  present  state 
of  thin^  there,  and  what  they  are  likely  to  be  for 
a  considerable  length  of  time  to  come,  say  that 
tkere  is  not  ample  employment  for  their  energies; 
5th  CoN-— 53 


that  there  are  not  difficulties  of  such  magnitude 
in  the  way  as  will  secure  us  from  an  invasion  for 
a  longer  period  than  those  gentlemen  who  have 
expressed  their  alarm  have  thought  proper  to 
foretell?  For  his  part,  he  had  no  doubt  this  was 
the  case ;  he  felt  surprised,  indeed,  at  finding  gen- 
tlemen so  apprehensive  of  danger  from  this  quar- 
ter, that  they  were  not  content  with  an  additional 
army  of  10,000  men,  as  reported  by  the  select  com- 
mittee, but  were  for  employing  20,000,  the  number 
proposed  bjr  the  Senate.  Nay,  some  of  them  did 
not  even  thipk  themselves  secure  unless  the  num- 
ber was  extended  to  50,000,  for  even  that  number 
had  been  advocated  on  this  floor ;  but  have  gen- 
tlemen no  feeling  for  their  constituents'?  Will 
they  drain  their  pockets  to  the  last  cent  ?  The 
committee  are  informed  that  the  annual  expense 
of  10,000  men  will  not  be  defrayed  under  four  mil- 
lions of  dollars ;  but  this  information  is  not  accuf^ 
rate,  as  four  millions  of  dollars  will  be  inadequate, 
when  we  come  to  bring  into  the  account  the  large 
items  of  expense  necessary  the  moment  such  a 
force  is  put  in  motion ;  even  the  expense  of  four 
millions  of  dollars  will  be  found  great,  perhaps 
unbearable,  but  what  would  the  expense  be  if  it 
was  made  commensurate  with  the  apprehensions 
of  those  who  are  most  alarmed  ? 

This  favorite  scheme  of  raising  a  standing  army 
must  be  pushed  forward  by  every  aid  of  fact  and 
fiction,  and  that  its  success  may  be  insured,  the 
Southern  members  are  to  be  terrified  into  its  adop- 
tion, for  we  are  told  that  the  Southern  States  have 
much  to  fear,  that  there  is  every  reason  to  believe 
the  Southern  States  will  be  speedily  invaded  by 
a  merciless  and  vindictive  foe  from  the  West  In- 
dies. That  at  this  moment  thousands  may  be 
disgorging  on  our  shores ;  that  they  are  prepared 
to  strike.  And  the  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 
lina (Mr.  Harper,  one  of  his  colleagues]  has,  in 
the  height  of  his  zeal  for  American  defence,  or 
his  fears  for  the  safety  of  the  Southern  States,  or 
from  some  other  cause,  which  he  did  not  pretend 
to  divine^  by  his  nice  and  minute  delineations  of 
the  condition  of  the  Southern  States,  shown  to 
the  House  a  terrifying  picture  of  Southern  imbe- 
cility, and  had  also  published  to  this  cruel,  mali- 
cious, and  insidious  enemy,  (as  he  terms  them,) 
an  enemy  sufficiently  penetrating  without  his  aid, 
every  point,  every  avenue,  every  position,  most  ad- 
vantageous for  them  to  take  in  attack ;  he  has  ex- 
posed our  most  vulnerable  parts  to  their  in  veteran 
cy.  and  our  wealthiest  part  to  their  rapacity. '  The 
policy  or  prudence  which  dictated  the  detail,  he 
did  not  stop  to  examine,  but  went  on  to  ask,  sup- 
posing these  marauders  were  disposed  to  invade 
the  Southern  States,  whether  it  would  not  be  al- 
lowed that  they  were  too  fully  and  completely  oc- 
cupied nearer  home,  to  be  at  liberty  to  execute  at 
this  time  their  intentions  of  such  an  invasion? 
For  his  part  he  thought  such  was  their  condition, 
and  expected  it  would  continue  to  be  so  for  some 
time  to  come;  but,  admitting  that  it  is  poMi- 
ble  for  the  man  who  has  been  mentioned,  to  in- 
vade our  coast  with  the  three  or  four  thousand 
men  spoken  of,  the  consequences  predicted  are  not 
likely  to  follow.    The  reasoning  of  his  colleague 
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being  admitted,  perhaps  hit  cooclusions  might 
also;  but  the  former  not  being  just,  the  latter  could 
not  result. 

He  was  aware  that  the  number  of  inhabitants 
of  the .  lower  country,  of  the  States  of  Gkorgia, 
South  Carolina,  and  North  Carolina,  as  stated  by 
bis  colleague,  was  not  very  ffreat ;  but  he  did  not 
consent  to  the  deduction  wnich  the  gentleman 
bftd  made,  that,  therefore,  the  lower  country  was 
Terr  weak  in  point  of  force  to  oppose  an  invasion. 
And  here  he  deemed  it  proper  to  notice  the  at- 
tempt which  had  been  made  to  dr^w  inridious 
distinctions  between  the  militia  forc»  of  our  coun- 
try and  what  are  termed  regulars — attempts  con- 
ttantly  made  b>[  the  advocates  of  standing  armies, 
not  only  on  this  occasion  but  on  many  otiiers — 
not  only  on  this  floor,  but  in  the  other  branch  of 
the  Legislature,  and  very  lately,  in  a  pointed  man- 
ner by  his  colleague^  (Mr.  Harper,)  who  pressed 
the  establishment  ot  a  standing  army  by  depress- 
ing the  manly  character  of  his  fellow-citizens,  he 
(Mr.  Harper^  had  said  he  was  well  acquainted 
with  the  Southern  States,  that  the  inhabitants  on 
the  seaboard  are  few,  that  for  fifty  or  sixty  miles 
they  are  still  fewer,  that  the  strong  population  is 
quite  remote,  that  the  whole  in  general  are  l»dly 
armed,  manv  altogether  without  arms ;  that  they 
are  not  well  organized,  and  even  if  they  were 
they  are  not  to  oe  depended  upon,  unless  headed 
and  aided  by  regular  troops;  in  short,  that  no 
good  can  be  expected  from  the  militia,  unless  they 
are  supported  by  regulars. 

Now,  said  Mr.  ».,  admitting  my  colleague  to 
know  someihinff  of  the  geographical  situation  of 
the  country  he  has  attempted  to  delineate  by  such 
an  unfavorable  description,  neither  he  nor  his 
oonstituents  ought  to  be  surprised  if  I  assure  him 
that  if  his  knowledge  of  the  military  prowess  of 
his  countrymen  is  so  limited  as  his  description  in- 
dicates, it  amounts  to  little  or  nothing  at  all:  the 
true  force  of  the  Southern  States  to  defend  them- 
aelves  cannot  be  doubted  by  those  who  were  at- 
tentive observers  of  its  exertion  through  our  Revo- 
lutionary war.  And  the  militia,  notwithstanding 
its  defamers,  effected  much.  All  the  corps  were 
not  of  the  description  of  that  to  which  his  col- 
league said  he  once  belonged ;  he  (Mr.  Harper) 
had  said  that  the  corps  of  which  he  had  been  a 
member  was  as  respectable  as  any  whatever,  but 
he  had  remarked  that  while  he  belonged  to  it  that 
they  were  generally  dissatisfied,  always  in  disor- 
der, and  when  drawn  into  service  always  relaxing 
from  discipline,  quitting  the  corps  and  returning 
home  without  leave,  and  not  to  be  kept  together 
•r  at  all  depended  upon,  unless  when  acting  with 
or  led  on  by  regular  troops.  Here  Mr.  S.  ob- 
served, that  he  had  an  opportunity  of  freeing  the 
commanding  oflBicer  of  the  corps  to  which  his  col- 
league had  said  he  belonged,  within  two  months 
after  the  corps  was  raised,  then  on  a  tour  of  duty 
with  the  Southern  army,  and  it  evinced  to  his 
mind  that  there  was  somewhat  of  that  want  of 
discipline,  and  desire  to  be  or  remain  at  home 
among  some  of  the  corps,  for  he  really  had  no  re- 
ooUection  of  seeing  him  with  his  officers,  and  there 
may  be  some  reason  to  conjecture  that  he  had  not 


accompanied  him  on  that  tour  of  duty ;  if  so,  it 
will  no  longer  be  wondered  at  that  the  gentleman 
insists  on  placing  no  confidence  in  militiamen 
generally,  and  if  he,  Mr.  S.,  was  to  detail  what  he 
had  witnessed  of  the  strength,  of  the  means,  and 
of  the  disposition  of  the  Southern  militia,  it  would 
go  to  show  that  he  (Mr.  H.)  not  being  on  the 
ground,  has  less  knowledge  of  the  subject  than  he 
IS  desirous  of  being  believed  to  possess. 

It  is  an  unpleasant  thinf,  said  Mr.  S^  for  me  to 
have  to  make  any  remarks  on  a  subject  of  this 
sort;  but  so  frequently  have  sentlemen  made  iik- 
vidious  distinctions  between  the  courage  and  effi- 
cacy of  militia  and  regulars,  and  with  so  much 
injustice  to  the  former,  that  I  cannot  permit  their 
assertions  any  longer  to  pass  without  notice.  For 
doing  this,  1  do  not  mean  to  derogate  from  the 
merit  of  the  late  American  regular  army,  nor 
more  particularly  from  that  part  of  it  which 
served  to  the  Southward,  of  whos^  condition  I  caa 
better  judse  than  of  that  which  served  in  the 
Middle  and  Eastern  districts ;  as  to  them  I  am  bold 
to  say,  tney  were  not  inferior,  under  all  circum- 
stances, to  any  army  of  equal  numbers  and  equal 
opportunities  which  I  have  heard  or  read  of  in 
any  time  or  in  any  place ;  but^  then,  it  must  also 
be  remembered,  whatever  gentlemen  may  here 
say  to  the  contrary,  that  the  militia  were  as  ser* 
viceable  and  as  successful  as  any  regulars  what* 
ever. 

He  said  he  would  take  a  cursory  review  of  the 
services  of  the  militia  in  one  of  the  Southern 
States^  which  would  tend  to  support  his  last  de> 
claration. 

He  would  quote  only  a  few  cases  out  of  a  great 
number  where  the  militia  had  acted  alone,  with- 
out any  co-operation  or  support  from  the  regulars, 
and  that  a^inst  the  veteran  and  conquering 
cavalry  and  infantry  of  British  corps,  and  in  which 
actions  they  were  distinguish^  for  their  bravery 
and  success.  It  may  be  remembered  that  very 
partial,  if  any,  impressions  had  ever  been  made  by 
our  regular  troops  on  the  British  corps  of  cavalry 
during  the  early  period  of  war ;  and  it  seemed  to 
be  reserved  to  the  Southern  militia  to  convince 
them  that  their  equals  existed  in  our  country.  It 
is  not  to  be  attributed  to  the  want  of  courage  or 
discipline  in  our  regular  corps  that  this  had  not 
been  done  before,  but  to  imperious  circumstances 
which  no  skill  could  overcome ;  but  this  did  not 
change  the  fact. 

After  the  fall  of  Charleston  in  1780,  the  first 
action,  and  that  fought  by  the  militia,  without 
any  aid  from  our  regulars,  was  the  action  of  Fish- 
ing Creek,  where,  without  entering  into  a  minute 
description  of  all  the  circumstances  attendant  on 
such  an  occasion,  it  will  be  sufficient  to  say.  that 
the  gallant  Captain  Rooke,  who  commanded  a 
squadron  of  Tarleton's  legion,  fell,  and  the  whole 
force  was  beaten  and  dispersed. 

A  few  days  after — and  here  permit  me,  said  Mr. 
S.,  to  remark,  that  if  my  colleague  does  not  re- 
member, and  our  historian's  have  n^lected  to  re- 
cord the  achievements  of  the  militia,  yet  justice 
is  in  some  degree  done  them  by  a  Bntish  histo- 
rian, who  was  an  officer  in  the  British  serrice  in 
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that  inrt  of  our  country,  and  at  the  very  time  I  am 
n>eaking  of.  who  eorroborates  my  facts — a  few 
days  after  an  attack  was  made  by  the  militia  on 
Rocky  Mount,  and  Colonel  TurnbuU,  who  com- 
ntanded  the  enemy's  force,  and  who  is  now  in 
New  York,  I  have  no  doubt  has  candor  enough 
to  acknowledge,  that  from  the  contest  he  had  with 
them,  f  althougn  strongly  defended  by  well  con- 
structeu  works,)  and  which  lasted  ten  hours,  there 
is  something  due  to  their  bravery  and  the  effect  of 
their  arms. 

Eiffht  days  after  the  affair  on  Rocky  Mount,  an 
attack  was  made  on  the  British  at  their  posts  of 
the  Hanffinff  Rock.  The  force  on  this  occasion 
consisted  of  the  same  corps  of  South  Carolina 
oulitia  who  had  enterprised  on  the  other  oqca- 
sion  ^  they  were  in  number  about  600 ;  they  had 
been  joined  by  a  few  of  the  militia  from  North 
Carolina,  and  it  is  a  pleasure  to  reflect  on  the 
cordiality  and  bravery  displayed  by  them  on  this 
occasion. 

The  enemy's  force  at  this  post  was  1,200  ef- 
fectives ;  yet  the  result  was,  after  an  action  which 
lasted  through  the  greatest  part  of  the  day,  that 
Major  Bryan's  corps  was  totally  defeated,  the 
Prince  of  Wales'  regiment  exterminated,  even  its 
name  has  never  since  been  recorded.  Other  de- 
tachments from  the  63d  and  71st,  under  the  com- 
Biand  of  Major  Carden,  were  also  cut  up,  driven 
from  their  encampment  with  the  entire  loss  of 
hagga^e,  d^.5  and,  in  the  course  of  this  action. 
Captain  Kinlaw,  with  a  squadron  of  Tarleton's 
legion,  arrived  from  Rocky  Mount,  made  a  des- 
perate charffe  on  the  militia^  was  repulsed  by 
them,  and  fled  to  Camden^  without  attemping  to 
renew  the  combat.  In  this,  as  well  as  other  ac- 
tions, it  ought  to  be  remembiered  how  many  field 
officers,  brave  captains^  and  other  officers,  as  well 
as  valuable  citizens,  fell,  or  were  wounded,  while 
another  nation  had  to  regret  in  this  action  alone 
the  loss  of  upwards  of  800  men. 

Passing  by  a  number  of  important  and  consider- 
able conflicts  which  took  place  between  the  Brit- 
ish regulars  and  the  Southern  militia,  still  un- 
supported by  regulars  of  our  own  army,  said  Mr. 
S.,  I  come  now  to  mention  the  attack  which  was 
naade  in  the  neighborbood  of  Winnesborough, 
while  Lord  Cornwallis  laid  in  that  town,  upon- 
the  ^outh  Carolina  militia,  by  a  British  regular 
force  under  Majors  Wymes  and  McCarthy,  sup- 
ported by  two  troops  of  cavalry,  the  whole  corps 
drawn  tos^ether  and  formed  for  tne  purpose ;  after 
various  cnarges  made  by  the  infantry  and  cavalry, 
and  after  repeated  repulses,  the  enemy  was  to- 
tally repelled,  their  commanding  officer  wounded 
and  taken,  together  with  a  number  of  his  corps, 
and  the  rest  were  dispersed. 

On  the  return  of  Uolond  Tarleton  to  Winnes- 
borough another  effort  was  made,  and  from  the 
number  as  well  as  the  nature  of  the  troops  em- 

Soyed,  it  was  certainly  intended  to  be  effectual  in 
iving  the  South  Carolina  militia  from  that  part 
of  the  country ;  for  it  was  Tarleton's  legion,  Mc- 
Carthy's corps,  and  that  part  of  the  63d,  under 
Maior  Money^  which  troops  were  led  to  the  at- 
tack of  the  militia  on  the  20th  of  November ;  the 


result  of  this  action  is  known  to  those  who  do  not 
wish  to  detract  from  the  merit  of  the  «iilitia. 
The  enemy's  detachment  consisted  of  270  legi- 
onary hors^  and  upwards  of  400  regular  infantry, 
with  two  neld  pieces ;  the  militia  were  between 
five  and  six  hundred,  without  (as  indeed  they 
were  through  all  the  actions  I  have  described)  a 
single  piece  of  artillery.  In  the  number  of  militia 
are  included  some  Georgians,  who  not  only  ao^ 
quired  honor  to  themselves  from  their  exertions  on 
that  dav,  but  did  honor  to  their  country.  Tlie 
fate  of  tne  British  cavalry  was  then  decided ;  they 
bad  been  formerly  unconquerable,  butafter  that  day 
they  were  never  known  to  be  j>rought  to  act  with 
either  energy  or  effect. 

Knowing  the  ardor  and  firmness  of  the  South- 
ern militia,  and  not  doubting  but  the  militia  of 
the  several  States  in  the  Union  possess  equal  mo- 
tives for  their  exertions,  equal  spirit  and  activity^ 
I  cannot,  said  Mr.  S.,  but  rely  on  them  as  tna 
natural  and  main  support  of  our  national  inde- 
pendence— a  support  fully  effectual  without  a  re- 
currence to  a  standing  army.  These  few  cases,  and 
it  is  stopping  very  shogrt  indeed  of  what  the  merits 
of  the  Southern  militia  deserve,  tend  to  show  that 
the  charges  brought  against  the  militia  generally  are 
as  unfounded  as  they  are  cruel  to  their  feelingat 
while,  at  the  same  time,  they  demonstrate,  that  if 
an  invasion  (which  is  a  contingency  by  no  means 
likely  to  happen)  should  actually  take  place^  we 
may  rely  with  confidence  on  the  manly  exertions 
of  the  militia  to  meet  the  attack,  and  to  resist 
every  effort,  at  least  for  such  a  period  as  until 
more  effective  aid  shall  be  drawn  down  to  their 
support,  and  more  permanent  measures  adopted. 

Mr.  S.  concluded  with  saying^  that  near  a  mil- 
lion of  dollars  had  been  appropriated  for  the  pur- 
chase of  artillery  and  small  arms ;  350,000  for  ad- 
ditional fortifications,  an'd  80,000  for  fitting  gal- 
leys. He  washed  the  appropriation  for  the  galleys 
to.have  been  increased,  by  taking  a  part  from  the 
sum  appropriated  for  additional  fortifications ;  as 
he  conceived,  from  the  nature  of  the  attacks  or 
injuries  to  which  our  seaboard  is  exposed,  it  would 
furnish  the  most  expeditious  and  effectual  means 
of  safety  to  the  inhabitants  who  might  be  threat- 
ened ;  if  to  this  means  of  defence  were  added  th« 
vigilance,  activity,  and  firmness  of  the  militia,  he 
thought  gentlemen  might  consider  themselves 
tolerably  safe,  without  resorting  to  that  worst  of 
all  expedients,  a  standing  army ;  especially,  if  they 
believed  with  him  that  the  danger  of  an  invasion 
from  Europe  was  very  remote  indeed;  and  that 
from  the  West  Indies  not  likely  to  take  place  for 
want  of  opportunity,  even  admitting  such  an  in- 
tention is  entertained.  Under  this  view  of  the 
subject,  he  wished  the  question  of  raising  an  army 
to  remain  undecided  until  a  future  session  of  Con- 
gress; and  from  the  reasons  and  arguments  he  had 
urged,  he  was  influenced  not  only  to  vote  against 
the  first  section,  but  the  whole  bill  generally,  un- 
der a  hope  that  Congress  might  rely  on  the  natu- 
ral force  of  the  country,  on  which  ^alone  they 
could  depend  in  all  cases  of  extreme  danger,  and  * 
without  which  neither  a  standing  army  or  n 
navy,  on  strongholds  ot  fortificationt,  would  be  a 
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security  for  our  political  existence  or  independ- 
ence as  a  nation. 

Mr.  J.  Williams  belie?ed  there  was  but  little 
real  difierence  of  opinion  between  those  who  were 
in  favor  of  striking  out  the  first  section,  and 
those  opposed  to  it.  The  former  suppose  an  army- 
will  be  necessary  in  case  of  war  or  an  invasion, 
and  the  latter  wish  to  give  the  President  the 
power  to  raise  the  men  in  «ase  the  danger  of  ei- 
ther was  very  great  He  should  vote  ^r  retain- 
ing the  first  section  ;  though,  as  it  stood  at  present, 
he  did  not  altogether  like  it.  If  the  motion  for 
striking  out  was  lost,  he  should  move  to  amend  it 
by  confining  the  exercise  of  the  power  proposed  to 
"be  given  to  the  President,  to  the  recess  of  Congress. 
He  trusted  gentlemen  would  not  be  willing  that 
Congress  should  rise  without  somethin^^  more 
being  done  for  the  defence  of  the  countrythan  has 
been  done.  No  one  could  say  how  soou  an  attack 
might  be  made  upon  us,  and  whenever  it  was 
made,  we  ought,  certainly,  to  be  in  a  situation  to 
repel  it.  which  would  not  be  the  case,  except  a  bill 
ofthis  kind  was  passed. 

A  resolution  had  been  laid  upon  the  table,  he 
said,  to  increase  our  standing  force  to  ten  thousand 
men ;  but  it  might  happen  t^Bit  no  necessity  would 
arise  for  increasing  our  present  force.  He  wished 
only  that  the  President  might  have  the  power  of 
increasing  it,  if  there  should  be  occasion  to  do  so. 

Gentlemen  had  said  much  in  defence  of  the  mi- 
litia ofthis  country.  Had  he  heard  anything  said 
derogatory  to  the  bravery  of  our  militia,  he  should 
lonff  since  have  risen  in  their  defence.  No  man 
could  doubt  for  a  moment  that  the  militia  of  this 
country  are  as  brave  as  any  in  the  world. 

He  was  astonished  to  hear  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee  say  that,  when  regulars  and  militia  act 
together,  they  generally  quarrel.  This  assertion 
must  have  arisen  from  his  want  of  experience. 
He  was  himself  for  ei^ht  years  engafi^ed  in  the  war, 
and  never  saw  anything  to  iusti^  the  remark. 
The  plains  of  Saratoga  spoke  for  themselves.  At 
Bennington  the  militia  conquered  superior  num- 
bers ;  in  the  second  action  they  were,  it  is  true, 
joined  by  Continental  troops.  But  why  recount 
these  things?  It  was  idle  to  suppose  regular 
troops  and  militia  should  quarrel  with  each  other, 
since  they  all  fight  in  the  same  caa'^e,  and  with 
the  same  feelings.  No  better  troops  could  be  em- 
ployed than  militia  in  a  sudden  emergency ;  but, 
9»  had  been  already  stated,  they  remained  impa- 
tiently in  the  field  for  any  length  of  time. 

Considering  the  extensiveness  of  our  exposed 
seacoast,  it  could  not  be  supposed  that  our  present 
small  number  of  standing  troops  could  be  sufficient 
for  the  present  situation  of  things.  Militia  ought 
not  to  be  called  from  their  families  and  occupa- 
tions, except  in  particular  emergencies.  As  to 
any  danger  to  be  dreaded  from  an  army  of  this 
kind  to  the  liberties  of  the  country,  it  was  a  mere 
phantom ;  and  he  thought  it  was  paying  but  little 
respect  to  our  militia  to  suppose  the  liberties  of 
the  country  could  be  endangered  by  a  regular 
force  of  ten  or  twenty  thousand  men !  Besides, 
It  would  be  attended  with  less  expense  to  raise 
Ihesc  men,  than  to  call  out  the  mUitia  from  time 


to  time.  He  had  something  to  do  in  the  draughting 
of  militia  in  1784,  and  in  eonse<)uence  of  the  law 
of  last  session,  and  knew  the  difficulty  attending 
it.  Not  one  out  of  five  who  was  draughted  could 
leave  his  family.  These  people  were  obliged  to 
find  men  in  their  stead,  which  they  did  at  from 
fifteen  to  twenty  dollars.  To  call  the  militia  from 
the  part  of  the  country  where  he  lived,  which  was 
between  three  and  four  hundred  miles  from  the 
seacoast,  would  be  attended  with  great  inconve- 
nience indeed.  He  hoped  this  bill  would  pass ;  if 
not,  he  foresaw  great  expense.  We  must  aug- 
ment our  present  army,  and,  perhaps,  Congress 
would  have  occasion  to  sit  here  all  the  Summer, 
for  they  could  not  adjourn  until  some  further  pro- 
vision was  made  for  the  defence  of  the  country. 
It  was  true,  the  President  might  call  into  service 
a  part  of  the  eighty  thousand  militia  held  in  re- 
quisition, but  it  would  be  attended  with  g[reat  ex- 
pense and  inconvenience,  which  he  wished  to 
avoid,  by  passing  this  bill. 

Mr.  Macon  was  surprised  to  hear  the  gentle- 
man who  was  last  up  say  he  had  heard  nothing 
derogatory  to  the  militia.  He  thought  the  biU 
itself  showed  a  want  of  due  confidence  in  them. 
He  saw  no  object  in  it,  except  it  was  to  get  an 
armed  force  under  the  command  of  men  appoint- 
ed by  the  President  of  the  United  States,  rather 
than  under  men  appointed  by  the  Executives  of 
the  several  States.  He  had  heard  no  gentleman 
say  he  wanted  any  part  of  these  men  for  the 
country  from  whence  he  came,  except  one,  TMr. 
PiNCKNET,)  who  said  that  one  thousand  three 
hundred  men  would  be  well  employed  on  the  sea- 
coast  of  South  Carolina.  He  was  sorry  to  find 
men  who  opposed  the  permanency  of  the  land  tax, 
now  advocating  this  expense,  which  he  thought 
unnecessary,  and  which,  if  they  thought  necessa- 
ry, they  ought  to  have  provided  for.  He  was 
sorry  the  gentleman  from  New  York  found  so 
much  difficulty  in  raising  his  quota  of  the  eighty 
thousand  militia  ordered  to  be  held  in  readiness. 
It  was  the  first  difficulty  he  had  heard  of  in  that 
matter. 

Mr.  Williams  explained,  by  saying  that  he 
did  not  say  there  was  any  difficulty  in  raising  the 
men,  but  that  it  was  attended  with  considerable 
expense. 

Mr.  Macon  had  no  doubt  of  the  same  spirit 
animating  our  citizens  against  any  enemy  who 
may  set  tneir  foot  in  this  country,  wnich  animated 
them  in  the  late  war.  As  to  the  danger  of  inva- 
sion, he  thought,  if  the  gentleman  m>m  South 
Carolina  (Mr.  Pinckney)  would  compare  his  ob- 
servations of  to-day  with  what  he  formerly  said 
on  this  subject,  he  believed  they  would  not  be 
found  very  consistent  with  each  other. 

Mr.  M.  said,  it  was  always  odious  to  make  com- 
parisons between  the  services  of  our  regular  troops 
and  militia,  in  the  war ;  they  both  deserved  weU. 
There  were  instances  of  bravery  incur  Revolu- 
tion equal  to  anything  in  the  French  Revolution. 
He  need  only  mention  the  battle  of  the  Cowpens 
and  the  battle  of  King's  Mountain.  In  the  latter: 
the  militia  took  as  many  prisoners  as  they  carried 
men  at  first  into  action.    The/e>were  some  in- 
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sUDces,  on  the  contrary,  in  which  the  militia  did 
not  behave  well.  He  nad  no  doubt  as  to  the  bra- 
very and  power  of  the  militia,  whenever  real  dan- 
ger aoproaches. 

Wnen  a  law  wa»  passed  to  create  expense,  the 
money  must  be  found.  He  wished  gentlemen  to 
recollect  that.  He  wished  to  avoid  an  uoueces- 
sary  expense  of  a  penoy.  The  gentleman  from 
Maryland  (Mr.  Smith)  had  truly  said  that  money 
is  the  sinew  of  war.  He  wished  to  be  careful  of 
it,  thouffh  in  case  of  necessity  this  country  could 
do  much  without  money. 

But  it  was  said,  that  it  was  desirable  that  this 
bill  should  be  passed,  because  it  would  produce  a 
good  effect  in  Europe.  He  did  not  lay  any  stress 
upon  this  consideration.  Europe  would  he  little 
affected  by  seeing  that  we  had  passed  a  law  for 
raising  10,000  men ;  they  knew,  from  experience, 
that  this  country  is  able  to  defend  itself  against 
any  nation  upon  earth. 

In  actual  war,  Mr.  M.  believed  a  rqpilar  force 
would  not  only  be  necessary,  but  cheaper  than 
any  other ;  but  if  any  sudden  invasion  were  made, 
every  man  landed  would  be  cut  off  by  the  militia 
before  an  army  could  be  raised.  He  said  this 
country  could  never  experience  a  war  like  the  last. 
The  people  were  then  divided  on  the  question  of 
independfence;  but  being  become  independent, 
there  could  be  but  one  opinion  about  remaining 
«o.  There  was  a  great  difference  between  the 
militia  of  this  and  other  countries ;  here  the  peo- 
ple, especially  in  the  country^  know  well  how  to 
use  a  ^un  and  to  take  care  of  it,  which  was  a  very 
essential  part  of  a  soldier ;  and  whtterer  disputes 
might  take  place  in  that  House,  the  militia  of  the 
country,  from  one  end  to  the  other,  would  be 
unanimous  in  the  defence  of  their  country  and 
independence.  He  had  no  fear,  therefore,  of  any 
oiemy.  They  might  distress  us  for  a  time ;  but 
whenever  they  landed,  there  would  only  be  one 
sentiment,  which  would  be  to  drive  them  off  as 
soon  as  possible.  It  was  acknowledged  that  the 
militia  of  South  Carolina  was  not  so  well  armed 
as  in  some  other  States,  but  it  was  notorious  that 
Lord  Corn  wallis,  when  attempting  to  pass  through 
that  State,  was  obliged  to  turn  back,  declaring 
that  he  had  got  into  a  nest  of  hornets.  He  did 
not  believe  that  all  the  Powers  of  Europe  com- 
bined could  hurt  us ;  as  an  enemy  could  get  pos- 
session of  no  one  place,  or  few  places  in  the  coun- 
try, which  could  greatly  distress  tne  rest. 

Mr.  M.  concluded  by  sayin^r  that  he  had  heard 
nothing  to  convince  him  of  the  necessity  of  rais- 
ing these  men,  or  of  giving  the  Pcesident  the 
power  to  raise  them,  and  therefore  he  should  be 
for  striking  out  the  Section. 

A  call  was  made  for  the  question. 

Mr.  Brent  was  sensible,  at  that  late  hour,  the 
patience  of  the  committee  must  be  a  good  deal 
exhausted.  He  would  trespass  upon  it  only  for  a 
few  minutes. 

Mr.  B.  was  far  from  thinking  that  the  Constitu- 
tional objection  which  had  been  urged,  was  satis- 
factorily answered.  He  had  heard  nothing  which 
had  in  the  least  altered  his  opinion  on  the  subject. 
The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  Pimok- 


nby)  allows  that  the  doctrine  laid  down  by  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  is  correct  as  iar  as 
It  goes  to  general  principles,  but  that,  when  he 
made  a  particular  application  from  these  general 

Principles,  he  was  wronff.  The  gentleman  from 
•outh  Carolina  contended  that  to  authorize  the 
President  to  raise  an  army  under  certain  contin- 
gencies, was  not  to  give  him  the  power  to  raise  an 
army.  But  does  not  this  bill  give  the  President 
power  to  determine,  under  certain  contin|rencies, 
whether  or  not  he  will  raise  an  army,  for  six  years 
to  come?  He  asked  where  the  line  could  be 
drawn  ?  He  believed  if  it  was  ri«^ht  to  transfer 
this  power  for  six  years,  they  might  do  it  for  an 
hundred  years.  On  this  head,  therefore,  he  thought 
the  reasoning  of  the  gentleman  perfectly  inao- 
curate. 

But  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  has 
supposed  this  provision  is  not  unconstitutional, 
because  it  was  allowed  by  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  and  others,  if  the  contingencies 
were  all  specific,  the  provision  would  be  perfectly 
Constituuonal,  and  as  he  asserts  the  contingency 
of  "  imminent  danger  of  an  invasion,"  is  as  ascer- 
tainable as  the  other  two  cases,  viz :  a  declaration 
of  war,  or  an  invasion.  On  this  point  he  differed 
from  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  alto- 
gether. War  and  invasion  were  explicit;  bat 
when  imminent  danger  of  an  invasion  is  spoken 
of  as  a  contingency,  it  makes  the  raising  of  the 
army  depend  entirely  upon  the  President's  opin« 
ion.  Suppose  the  expressions  were,  '*  the  Presi- 
dent of  tne  United  States  shall  have  power  to 
raise  an  army  whenever  he  thinks  the  situation  of 
public  affairs  shall  render  it  necessary."  Would 
not  every  one  say,  in  this  case,  that  power  was 
given  to  the  President  to  raise  the  army  when  he 
pleased  ?  And  how  does  this  case  differ  from  the 
other?  Who  will  undertake  to  say  that  the  Pre- 
sident does  not  now  think  there  is  Hnminent  dan- 
fer  of  an  invasion  ?  And  if  it  should  appear 
ereafter  that  the  President  had  apprehended  dan- 
ger when  none  really  existed,  he  would  only  have 
to  reply^  ^  That  he  acted  agreeably  to  his  opinion 
at  the  time."  The  question,  then,  reverts  to  this 
ground,  and  before  gentlemen  ^ve  their  votes, 
they  oi]^ht  seriously  to  consider  it :  can  Congress 
divest  themselves  or  the  right  of  raising  an  army 
by  giving  it  to  the  President  for  six  years,  to  act 
upon  his  own  discretion?  If  they  could,  every 
Constitutional  provision  is  lighter  tnan  chaff;  bat 
as  he  considered  the  Constitution  too  sacred  to  be 
thus  violated,  he  could  never  consent  to  the 
measure. 

But  with  respect  to  the  expediency  of  which  he 
had  already  spoken,  he  would  add  a  few  other 
observations.  It  was  proposed  that  this  army 
should  be  raised  for  the  protection  of  the  Soutn- 
erUj  and,  as  all  allow,  the  weakest  part  of  the 
Union.  Yet  all  the  members  from  tnat  quarter 
(with  only  two  exceptions)  say  they  wish  no  such 
protection.  Yet  gentlemen  wno  come  from  other 
extremes  of  the  Union  insist  upon  their  being 
protected  against  their  will,  and  are  determined  to 
cram  an  army  down  their  throats,  whether  thejr 
will  or  not  This  was  the  moatHeztraordiDarf 
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thin^  he  had  seea  since  he  had  had  a  seat  in  the 
Legislatore  of  the  Union. 

The  gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr.  Wil- 
liams,) though  he  expressed  his  intention  of  sup- 
portinff  this  bill,  went  into  a  copious  panegyric  on 
the  muitia.  If  he  had  not  declared  nis  intention, 
he  should  have  thought  he  would  have  still  con- 
ided  in  the  bravery  of  onr  militia  for  our  defence; 
bat,  notwithstanding  his  remote  situation,  he 
wishes  for  a  standing  army. 

Mr.  B.  said,  he  did  not  undertake  to  say,  and  he 
ms  far  from  believing,  that  if  a  formidable  force 
was  to  be  landed  in  this  country,  and  there  was  a 
settled  disposition  on  the  part  of  France,  or  any 
other  country,  to  make  war  upon  us,  that  it  would 
not  be  necessary  to  meet  such  an  invasion  by  a  reg- 
ular force.  All  be  contended  for  was.  that  an  army 
of  50,000  men  would  be  ineffectual  in  opposing 
the  invasion  of  small  marauding  parties  on  our 
ooast,  which  was  the  kind  of  invasion  we  have 
most  reason  to  expect.  The  militia  was  the  pro- 
per force  by  whicn  to  repel  all  such  attacks.  For, 
considering  that  our  Southern  coast  is  1.300  miles 
ia  extent,  it  was  not  possible  that  a  small  standing 
loree  could  be  effectpallv  distributed  upon  it.  He 
hod  himself  no  idea  or  any  extensive  invasion, 
and  if  any  such  takes  place,  the  militia  would  be 
able  to  meet  them  until  Congress  met. 

But,  in  our  present  circumstances,  at  a  moment 
wben  it  is  impossible  to  say  whether  we  shall  be 
iarolved  in  war  or  not ;  or,  if  a  war  takes  place, 
whether  it  will  be  maritime  and  predatory  war,  or 
ve  shall  be  attacked  by  a  formidable  army;  at 
such  a  time  to  increase  our  Military  Establish- 
■KBtwill  be  to  meet  a  certain  evil,  while  the 
OTiat  it  is  intended  to  repel  is  most  uncertain. 
He  said  a  certain  evil ;  for  however  other  gentle- 
Hieo  may  consider  them,  he  considered  standing 
armies  as  the  bane  of  the  liberty  and  happiness  of 
overy  coimtry  where  they  are  established. 

Gentlemen  ouffht  to  recollect  that  they  have,  in 
a  manner,  decided  this  question  by  a  previous 
vote.  It  was  contended  that  ttie  land  tax,  which 
was  the  other  day  under  consideration,  ought  to 
he  laid  for  a  number  of  years,  in  order  to  have 
fanned  a  permanent  security  for  a  loan  of  any 
money  that  might  be  wanted  for  the  support  of 
this  army ;  but  as  that  question  was  not  carried, 
goatlemen  who  voted  against  that,  to  be  consist- 
SBt,  ou^t  to  vote  also  asainst  this  army;  or, 
fioold  they  reconcile  it  to  themselves  to  go  into  a 
measure  of  this  kind,  remote  as  danger  appears  to 
he,  upon  any  conjecture,  which  may  entail  upon 
them  and  tbeir  posterity  a  permanent  tax  upon 
Ihe  land  of  the  country,  and  that^  too,  at  a  time 
when  the  alarm  which  has  been  raised  throughout 
the  Union  has  reduced  the  price  of  produce  from 
Ihe  highest  rate  that  was  ever  known  in  tbis 
eountry  almost  to  nothing?  He  was  not  willing 
to  do  this. 

Could  it  be  expected,  Mr.  B.  asked,  that  the 
tilnation  of  things  could  be  so  greatly  altered 
hofore  the  next  meetins  of  Congresp,  a  period  of 
#nly  four  or  five  months?  He  did  not  think  it 
•ould ;  and  if  danger  should  then  appear  too  great 
to  be  averted,  an  army  might  perhaps  be  raised, 


as  soon  as  if  it  was  set  about  at  this  time,  when 
that  danger  is  not  so  apparent.    Indeed,  in  every 

Eoint  of  view,  it  appeared  to  him  that  to  pass  this 
ill,  would  be  one  of  the  most  improper  measures 
that  ever  passed  the  Legislature  of  this  country* 

Mr.  Dayton  (the  Speaker). said,  that  he  had 
flattered  himself  with  the  expectation  that  the 
injuries  and  insults  heaped  upon  this  country 
without  number,  and  aggravated  by  a  refusal  on 
the  part  of  the  aggressor  to  redress,  or  even  to  for- 
bear them,  would  have  produced  an  union  in  the 
public  councils,  but  he  had  been  grievously  disap- 
pointed ;  he  had  hoped  that  the  communication  of 
the  despatches  from  our  Commissioners,  in  which 
we  were  threatened  with  the  fate  of  Milan  or  of 
Venice,  unless  we  consent  to  become  tributaries 
at  will  to  the  French  RepuUic,  would  have  united 
this  branch  of  the  Legislature  so  far  at  least  as 
respected  the  measures  of  defence  and  preserva- 
tion, but  this  hope  had  vanished.    The  book  of 
opposition,  which  the  member  from  Pennsylvania 
(Mr.  Gallatin)  had  hitherto  unfolded  with  a 
cautious  hand,  and  exhibited  only  in  siuffle  leavoa 
or  detached  sheets,  was  at  length  opened  to  their 
view  in  full  volume,  and  the  motion  under  con- 
sideration with  the  speech  of  the  mover,  might  be 
regarded  as  the  index  to  its  darkest  pages.    Im 
the  present  critical  state  of  things,  Mr.  DAYTOit 
said    he  must    be  permitted    to   speak   plaivlv. 
Placed  as  a  watchman  upon  the  walls,  he  should 
be  unfaithful  to  his  trust,  if  he  neglected  to  sound 
the  alarm  when  danger  was  approaching.    The 
menaces  of  distant  danger  had  already  been  pro- 
claimed, l)ut  Here  it  was  brought  more  nearly  to 
them,  it  was  in  the  midst  of  their  very  camo. 
The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  had  now  bold- 
ly erected  his  standard,  and  had  invited  all  dis- 
posed like  himself  to  rally  round  it.    It  was  the 
ensign  of  opposition,  not  merely  to  the  Adminio- 
tration  or  to  the  Government,  but  to  the  only 
effectual  measures  of  protection,  defence,  and  pre- 
servation :  and  what  was  the  motto  most  proper 
to  be  engraved  upon  its  party-colored  field  ?  Was 
it  such  as  were  seen  upon  the  colors  of  the  pa- 
triotic legions  of  1776?    Far  otherwise;  for  oa 
them  were  to  be  seen,  "  Liberty  or  Death" — "  No 
one  shall  provoke  us  with  impunity" — "  We  risk 
all  for  Independence"—-*  We  will  be  tributary  to 
no  Foreign  Power."     These  noble  sentiments, 
strongly  expressive  of  American  feeling  and  reso- 
lution, were  imprinted  in  capitals  and  in  letters  <^ 
gold  upon  the  standards  which  animated  our  citi- 
zens in  the  memorable  era  of  the  Revolution,  and 
led  them  to  conquest.    Let  them   be  contrasted 


with  the  language  of  the  nK>ver,  who  had  erected 
his  signal  for  rallying,  caused  its  streamers  to  he 
unfurled,  and  had  chosen  for  his  motto,  "  Weak- 
ness and  Submission ;"  written,  it  was  true,  in 
faint  characters,  and  with  a  trembling  hand,  hot 
still  too  intelligible  to  escape  observation.  Let 
those  who  choose  it  resort  to  such  a  standard,  hot 
he  should  arrange  himself  under  the  opposite 
banners. 

Having  exhibited  the  tendency  and  character  of 
the  opposition  to  the  principle  of  the  bill,  whioli 
the  motion  went  mtirely  to  deftipyj  he  pipceeied 
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to  remark  with  what  art  and  inclbstry  the  mover 
had  labored  to  lull  this  country  into  a  state  of  pro- 
found indifference,  inactivity,  and  security.  ^*I 
am  not  (says  the  member  irom  Pennsylvania) 
apprehensive,  for  my  own  part,  of  an  invasion." 
And  why  should  that  gentleman  be  under  no 
apprehension  from  such  an  event  ?  Was  it  that, 
secure  in  the  perfect  coincidence  of  the  principles 
he  avowed  with  those  which  actuated  the  furious 
hordes  of  democrats  which  threatened  this  coun- 
try with  subjugation,  he  felt  a  confidence  of  his 
own  safety,  even  if  they  should  overrun  and  revo- 
lutionize the  States?  Was  it  that,  confiding  in 
the  remote  distance  of  his  residence  from  the  sea- 
coast,  among  the  ridges  of  the  Mouongahela,  he 
had  determined  upon  the  approach  of  the  invaders 
to  flee  to  the  rocks  and  mountains,  and  call  upon 
them  not  to  fall  upon  and  cover  him,  for  that  day 
was  not  yet  arrived,  but  to  shelter  and  hide  him 
from  the  foes  of  order  and  of  mankind  ?  From 
those  distant  heights  he  might,  indeed,  coutem- 

EJate  an  invasion  without  alarm  or  apprehension; 
e  might  isee,  with  the  calmness  of  indifference, 
our  dwellings  burning,  and  might  "  laugh  at  our 
calamities  and  mock  when  our  fears  came  upon 
D8."  Were  these,  or  either  of  these,  the  grounds 
of  that  confidence  which  he  seemed  to  feel,  and  of 
that  security  which  he  would  inculcate ;  or  was 
it  that  he  really  believed  that  no  invasion  would 
be  attempted  ?  To  give  color  to  his  opposition 
he  had  professed  to  take  the  latter  ground,  and 
had  defended  his  position  by  the  assertion,  that  it 
was  not  the  interest,  nor  in  the  powerof  the  French 
to  effect  it.  As  to  the  ar^ment,  which  took  fur 
its  basis  the  mere  calculation  of  interest,  it  would, 
he  said,  have  had  some  weight  with  him,  if  the 
interest  of  the  million  was  attended  to  in  France, 
or  at  this  moment  otherwise  regarded  than  as  it 
might  promote  the  ambition,  the  power,  and  ava- 
rice of  those  who  hold  the  reins  of  Government. 
It  was  known  that  the  great  mass  of  the  people 
were  not  at  all  consulted,  nor  even  permitted  to 
Tote  or  act,  except  as  their  rulers  willed.  It  was 
known  that  they  were,  in  fact,  completely  brought 
under  military  despotism ;  and  that  the  musket 
and  bayonet  were  the  instruments  and  support  of 
this  otnerwise  short-lived  usurpation.  It  was 
known  that  the  Directory  must  nnd  employment 
for  their  armies,  or  that  the  armies  would  find  em- 
ployment for  the  Directory,  and  that  their  safety 
consisted  in  their  riddins^  themselves  in  any  way 
of  at  least  forty  or  fifty  thousand  of  the  most  rest- 
less, daring,  and  ambitious  spirits.  The  interest 
of  the  whole  people  of  France  was,  therefore,  one 
thing,  and  that  or  those  who  governed  was  ano- 
ther very  different  and  opposite  consideration.  To 
transport  to  other  countries  the  men  to  whom  mil- 
lions had  been  solemnly  promised  at  the  time  of 
their  discharge,  and  who  might,  therefore,  become 
importunate  and  dangerous  at  home,  would  be  the 
interest,  and  must  be  the  wish  of  the  French  Pent- 
archy,  whose  heads  would  otherwise  be  made  to 
skip  from  their  shoulders.  This  would  be  their 
interest,  even  where  there  miffht  be  little  prospect 
of  success  for  the  transported  army,  because  the 
object  would  be  equally  answered,  whether  they 


should  succeed  and  provide  for  themselves  in  a 
foreign  country,  or  be  vanquished  and  utterly  de- 
stroyed. 

As  to  the  power  and  the  means  of  invasion,  it 
was  known,  he  said,  that  there  were  already  col- 
lected upon  the  coasts  of  France,  bordering  upon 
the  English  channel,  a  numerous  army  which,  in 
gasconading  syle,  was  called  the  ^'  Army  of  Eng^ 
land."  It  was  known  that  there  were  also  collect- 
ed and  collecting  at  the  various  ports  in  that  quar- 
ter, ships  of  war  and  transports  of  all  descriptions 
The  same  soldiers  who  were  prepared  to  mvade 
an  island  miffht  certainly  be  emploved  upon  th» 
Main,  and  the  same  bayonets  would  pierce  tb^ 
breasts  of  the  people  inhabiting  the  latter  as  the 
former.  Their  larger  transports,  their  frigates,, 
their  larger  ships  cut  down  and  armed  en  ^ut$, 
and  their  ships-of-the-line,  might  transport  a  cob* 
siderable  part  of  them  across  the  Atlantic,  an4 
land  them  upon  our  shores,  and  would  very  poss^ 
bly  be  thus  employed  in  the  event  of  a  peace  i& 
Europe,  or  of  their  abandoning  from  any  cause 
whatever,  their  project  against  England.  But  the 
membtfr  from  Pennsylvania,  aware  of  the  possi*- 
'^ility  of  the  attempt,  had  endeavored  to  divert  the 
country  from  immediate  preparation  by  the  as^ 
surance  that  we  should  have  timely  intellieenee 
of  such  a  design,  if  it  should  be  contemplatec^  aa^ 
here.  Mr.  D.  said,  he  entirely  differed  from  thiA 
gentleman.  As  the  same  men,  arms,  artillery,  and 
militarjf  stores,  were  calculated  as  well  for  the  one 
expedition  as  the  other ;  and  as  there  was  a  soft*' 
ciency  of  shipping  calculated  for  the  navigation  ef 
the  Atlantic,  it  would  follow  that  there  would  be 
nothing  in  their  preparations  to  evidence  a  change 
of  purpose,  and  a  design  against  the  United  States 
but  the  additional  quantity  of  provisions  shippet 
in  which  it  would  not  be  easy  to  detect  them,  or 
certainl^r  not  possible  to  do  it  in  season.  He  de» 
clared  himselr  to  be  of  opinion  that  there  w«t 
other  force,  besides  that  in  the  West  Indies,  which 
was  capable  of  invading  this  country,  and  other 
States,  besides  the  two  or  three  most  Southern, 
against  which  that  force  might  be  directed. 

As  to  the  unconstitutionality  of  the  principle 
contained  in  this  first  section,  as  had  been  object- 
ed by  its  opponents,  it  was  trul^  remarkable  for 
the  novelty  of  the  discovery,  which  was  now,  far 
the  first  time,  made  by  the  enlightened  membefi 
of  the  5th  Congress,  although  not  a  session  had 
passed  since  1791,  in  which  the  same  had  not  been 
acted  upon  and  sanctioned.  Mr.  D.  said,  he  recol- 
lected perfectly  well  that,  six  years  ago,  in  the 
session  of  1792,  the  section  which  contains  this 
very  principle,  in  its  broadest  latitude,  was  drawn 
up  and  moved  by  a  very  respectable  member  from 
the  State  of  Virginia ;  one,  indeed,  of  the  mort 
respectable  of  those  who  had  ever  occupied  a  seat 
in  that  House,  and  who  was  a  member  of  the  Fed*- 
eral  Convention.  (Mr.  Madison.)  That  gentle 
man  had  done  nim  the  favor  to  show  him  the 
proposition  before  it  was  moved,  and  to  ask  if  be 
would  give  it  his  support,  whicn  it  received,  not 
only  from  himself,  but  from  the  whole  House.  It 
thus  became  incorporated  with  the  act  passed  lA 
that  year,  and  Chat,  too,  without  Uks^least  sugges* 
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tion  from  any  member  of  its  bein^  unconstitution- 
al, either  then  or  at  any  time  since,  although  it 
had  been  renewed  in  many  of  their  laws. 

Without  remarking  upon  the  accuracy  or  ele- 
gance of  the  expression  of  the  eloquent  gentleman 
from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Brent,)  when  he  spoke  of 
Gons^ress  '^cramming  an  army  down  their  throats," 
he  should  pass  to  another  which  was  exception- 
able, not  in  the  abstract,  but  in  the  application 
3vhich  seemed  to  have  been  intended  by  it:  ^'  slaves 
fight  for  hire,  but  freemen  for  liberty,"  was  the 
•expression.  If  it  were  at  all  applicable  to  the  bill 
heto^e  them,  it  must  necessarily  be  applied  also  to 
4hose  who  were  engaged  for  the  same  term  in  the 
service  of  their  country,  and  contributed  so  greatly 
to  achieve  its  independence.  Did  the  gentleman 
mean  to  brand,  witn  this  appellation,  the  men  who 
had  endured  hunger,  cold,  and  nakedness,  and 
braved  every  danger  in  the  Revolutionary  war. 
merely  because  they  were  enlisted  for  a  term  or 
years,  and  received  pay  for  their  services?  Would 
he  call  those  slaves,  who,  at  that  crisis,  when 
thousands  shrunk  from  theconflict,  presented  their 
breasts  and  bayonets  between  him  and  danger  ? 
Were  they  slaves  who  made  him  what  he  is,  the 
representative  of  an  independent  people,  and  to* 
whom  he  is  indebted  for  the  privilege  of  speaking 
in  these  councils?  It  was  a  sentiment  which 
should  be  taken  back,  and  reserved  for  other  and 
fitter  occasions,  where  it  would  not  be  construed 
as  applying  to  those  meritorious  men  who  had 
heretofore  protected  him  and  their  country,  and 
whose  services  might  soon  be  wanted  again. 

He  complained  of  want  of  candor  in  the  mem- 
bers from  Pennsylvania  continuing  to  urge  the 
objection  of  imconstitutionality,  after  he  had  him- 
self admitted  that  it  would  be  entirely  removed 
by  the  amendment  proposed  by  the  select  commit- 
tee, with  a  single  alteration,  and  after  that  gentle- 
man had,  by  his  own  motion  to  strike  out  the  whole 
section,  prevented  that  amendment  from  being  pre- 
Tiously  made  in  it. 

Mr.  Dayton  concluded  by  saying  that  he  called 
on  those  gentlemen  who  were  desirous  of  provi- 
ding for  the  defence  of  this  country,  here  to  make 
their  standj  and  to  oppose,  uoitedlv,  a  motion  so 
ftktal  to  its  interests  and  liberty.  He  invited  them 
to  unite  with  him  in  defending,  inch  by  inch,  the 
important  provistons  of  this  bill  in  all  its  parts,  and 
only  to  yield,  as  compelled  by  numbers  composing 
a  majority  against  them. 

Mr.  Brent  assured  the  gentleman  last  up,  that 
he  had  ffiven  a  very  improper  explanation  to  words 
which  he  had  uttered.  If  he  had  made  use  of  any 
expression  that  could  be  construed  into  a  reflection 
upon  the  brave  army  who  fought  in  our  Revolu- 
tionary war,  he  would  not  hesitate  a  moment  to 
cetract  it,  because  he  was  desirous  of  giving  to  that 
patriotic  band  every  praise  which  they  deserved. 
The  gentleman  from  New  Jersey  was  also  inac- 
curate in  ascribing  the  expression  to  him.  It  was 
first  used  by  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina, 
(Mr.  R.  Williams,)  when,  remarking  upon  what 
had  fallen  from  the  gentleman  from  Maryland, 
(Mr.  S.  Smith,)  he  observed  that  the  people  of  the 
United  States  are  free,  and,  so  long  as  they  con- 


tinue to  enjoy  th^  blessing  of  a  good  Grovernment, 
they  would  be  equal  to  the  repdiing  of  any  attack 
which  may  be  made  against  them ;  and  he  used 
the  expression  which  he  (Mr.  B.)  afterwards 
quoted,  when  replying  to  some  comments  which 
had  been  made  upon  it  by  the  gentleman  from  Ma- 
ryland. He  thought  the  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina  was  correct  in  his  idea ;  he  believed  the 
militia  of  this  countrv  fought  for  nobler  consider- 
ations than  money — tney  fi^ht  for  liberty  and  inde- 
pendence. 

Mr.  R.  Williams  said,  the  gentleman  from  New 
Jersey  had  given  his  words  a  construction  which 
would  ofiend  every  man  in  the  United  States.  He 
had  made  use  of  tne  expression  to  enforce  his  idea 
of  the  preferableness  of  the  militia  over  a  standing 
army  tor  the  defence  of  the  country — of  men  who 
fought  in  defence  of  the  blessings'  they  enjoyed, 
over  these  who  fought  merely  for  hire.  He  could 
not  see  how  (he  gentleman  from  New  Jersey  could 
have  understood  it  in  the  way  in  which  ne  had 
stated  it. 

With  respect  to  anything  which  the  gentleman 
had  said  with  respect  to  the  opposition  which  had 
been  shown  to  this  bill,  it  would  not  deter  him 
from  acting  as  he  thought  would  best  serve  the 
interests  of  his  country.  He  did  not  himself  wish 
to  dictate  to  any  man  how  he  ought  to  act,  nor 
did  he  wish  to  be  dictated  to.  All  had  the  same 
interests,  he  supposed,  to  support,  and  if  they  dif- 
fered about  the  means  of  enecting  it,  it  ought  not 
to  be  charged  against  them  as  a  crime.  He  won- 
dered, therefore,  when  gentlemen  could  not  com- 
pel others  to  think  with  them,  that  they  should 
think  it  necessary  to  abuse  them.  Such  conduct 
went  to  destroy  the  freedom  of  debate.  If  mem- 
bers are  not  to  be  at  liberty  to  compare  their 
thoughts  without  having  illibeiral  motives  ascribed 
to  them,  harmony  and  good  order  could  not  be  ex- 
pected to  subsist  amongst  them.  He  lived  in  a 
remote  part  of  the  country,  but  he  believed,  in  time 
of  danger,  neither  he  nor  the  people  who  sent  him 
would  call  upon  the  mountains  to  hide  them,  as 
the  gentleman  from  New  Jersey  had  insinuated. 
They  had  never  shown  that  disposition. 

But  the  gentleman  from  New  Jersey,  on  this 
and  former  occasions,  chooses  to  single  out  a  par- 
ticular character  in  that  House  for  his  severest 
censure^  He  did  not  know  why  he  should  do  this ; 
if  there  was  any  blame  to  be  imputed  to  any  man 
for  opposing  this  bill,  he  should  wish  to  have  his 
share  of  it,  in  the  way  in  which  it  was  usual  for 
that  gentleman  to  bestow  it — a  way  which  he, 
however,  thought  unwarrantable. 

A  motion  was  made  for  the  committee  to  rise, 
and  negatived. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  said,  did  he  think,  with  the  Speak- 
er, that  this  question  was  the  touchstone  by  which 
to  determine  whether  members  were  willing  to  de- 
fend their  country  or  not,  he  should  waive  his  opin- 
ion, and  vote  with  him.  From  the  receipt  of  thelast 
despatches  from  France,  he  had  made  up  his  mind 
to  go  into  essential  measures  for  the  defence  of  the 
country,  but  not  to  go  into  anything  which  he  did 
not  think  essential ;  and  if  he  di^ed  from  the 
gentleman  from  New  Jersey  our-this  question,  he 
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trusted  he  would  not  impute  that  difference  to  a 
detennination  not  to  defend  his  country. 

Mr  S.  said,  he  never  did  consider  this  as  an  es- 
sential bill ;  but  he  agreed  to  take  it  with  the 
amendments  proposed  by  the  select  committee. 
-When  he  did  this,  howerer,  it  was  upon  the  idea 
that  gentlemen  who  were  desirous  of  voting  for 
measures  of  defence  would  also  have  voted  for  rais- 
ing money  to  pay  them.  Upon  this  view,  though 
contrary  to  his  sentiments,  he  promised  his  support 
to  the  bill. 

The  question  which  was  decided  on  Monday 
(the  question  determining  whether  the  land-tax 
should  be  for  oue  year  or  annual)  was  that  which 
ought  to  have  been  a  rallying  point.  It  was  then 
gentlemen  threw  from  them  the  strongest  possible 
defence,  when  they  declared  they  would  not  tax 
themselves  more  than  one  year  (or  the  defence  of 
their  liberties  and  independence,  and  not  now 
upon  a  question  of  raising  a  body  of  10,000  men. 
which  would  scarcely  serve  for  an  advance  guard! 
Money  was  the  thing  wanted.  There  had  not  been 
a  single  object  of  defence  which  he  had  not  voted 
for ;  and  he  had  been  the  means  of  bringing  for- 
ward the  touchstone  with  respect  to  paying  the 
expense;  and  what  was  the  consequence?  The 
question  for  making  the  land-tax  annual  was  lost. 
60  to  20,  so  that  the  tax  was  only  to  be  laid  for 
one  year,  which  would  produce  two  millions  of 
dollars  a  year  hence.  Was  not  this  weakness 
itself?  He  thought  it  was.  What  was  meant  by 
charges  brought  against  gentlemen  being  unwil- 
ling to  defend  their  country?  No  one  could  se- 
riously believe,  for  one  moment,  any  such  thing. 
Gtentlemen  may  talk  of  raising  men  as  much  as 
they  please ;  they  can  be  got  whenever  they  are 
wanted.  Money  was  the  thing  wanted,  and  not 
10,000  men,  whom  he  could  raise  in  one-half  of 
his  own  district  in  three  days'  notice.  Besides, 
80.000  men  were  held  in  readiness,  and  might  be 
called  out  in  whole  or  in  part  at  any  time.  Indeed, 
since  gentlemen  who  are  so  loud  in  speaking  of  de- 
fensive measures  have  opposed  the  raising  of  money. 
be  could  scarcely  consider  them  in  earnest. 

Mr.  S.  said,  he  did  not  mean  to  go  at  length  into 
this  subject ;  he  only  wished  to  convince  the 
Speaker  that  persons  might  be  opposed  to  this  bill 
without  being  opposed  to  the  taking  of  measures 
for  the  defence  or  the  country. 

Mr.  Dayton  wished  the  gentleman  from  Mary- 
land to  answer  one  or  two  things.  If  10,000  men 
could  only  be  considered  as  an  advance  guard, 
w^hj  was  he  so  anxious  to  reduce  the  number  from 
20,000  to  10,000,  and  urge  him  (Mr.  D.)  to  agree 
to  the  reduction  ?  That  gentleman  did  this ;  spoke 
of  a  compromise  which  had  taken  place  in  the 
select  committee,  and  that,  if  he  (Mr.  D.)  would 
support  it,  the  bill  would  pass  without  opposition. 
Is  it  not  extraordinary,  that  aftef  this,  he  should 
now  be  lectured  by  tnat  gentleman,  and  that  he 
himself  should  now  be  found  opposing  the  com- 
promise which  he  had  before  recommended  ?  He 
thought  it  was. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  said,  he  had  no  idea  of  lecturinjop 
the  Speaker.  He  was  making  an  apology  for  his 
own  vote.     Mr.  S.  said,  he  was  asked  why  he 


wished  to  reduce  the  20,000  men  to  10,000?  He 
never  proposed  any  such  thing.  It  was  a  compro- 
mise offered  to  him  by  the  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee, and  of  the  two  evils  he  chose  the  least, 
though  he  did  not  think  the  men  necessary.  But, 
since  gentlemen  had  declined  to  vote  for  the  ne- 
cessary money  to  support  the  expense,  he  thought 
himself  excused  from  voting  for  these  men  at  all. 
Whenever  the  time  comes  for  defending  the  coun- 
try, he  had  no  doubt  about  finding  men  enough. 
He  knew  of  no  disaffected  or  seditious  persons,  of 
whom  certain  gentlemen  seemed  so  much  afraid. 
He  knew  of  no  American  who  could  not  be  trusted ; 
and  if  the  militia  had  arms  put  into  their  hands, 
they  would  be  equal  to  the  repelling  of  any  pre- 
datory attack.  Should  war  take  place,  he  should 
then  be  in  favor  of  a  regular  army ;  and  if  war 
should  not  take  place,  then  the  expense  of  raising 
the  army  would  be  saved. 

Mr.  FiNDLEY  wished  to  mention  one  fact.  The 
gentleman  from  New  Jersey  had  made  an  ungen- 
erous and  unfounded  insinuation  as  to  the  want  of 
spirit  of  the  people  in  the  country  from  whence  he 
and  his  colleague  (Mr.  Gallatin)  came,  by  say- 
ing that  he  supposed  that  gentleman  would  go  to 
his  retreat  on  the  Monongsmela,  and  call  upon  the 
mountains  to  hide  him.  Does  experience  justify 
the  reflection  ?  He  did  not  live  in  that  part  of  the 
country  during  the  war ;  but  he  recollected  that 
there  were  two  re^ments  of  men  from  Westmore- 
land who  fought  bravely  in  New  Jersey. 

Mr.  Sewall  rose  to  explain  the  business  rela- 
tive to  the  compromise  which  Mr.  Smith  had  men- 
tioned, but  was  prevented  by  a  call  to  order,  and 
by  the  interference  of  the  Chair. 

Mr.  Lton  said  he  should  not  have  risen  at  this 
late  hour,  had  not  the  gentleman  from  Nevi^  Jer- 
sey called  to  his  mind  some  arguments  against 
this  bill.  In  the  first  place,  that  gentleman  told 
the  committee  that  the  French  have  got  a  band 
of  soldiers  which  they  do  not  know  what  to  do 
with.  Mr.  L.  wished  to  keep  this  country  out  of 
a  similar  situation,  and  therefore  he  was  opposed 
to  this  bill.  Another  reason ;  the  gentleman  says 
this  force  is  now  necessary.  [Mr.  Dayton  said,  no 
such  thing  had  fallen  from  him.]  Mr.  L.  said,  he 
so  understood  him ;  that,  from  the  present  situation 
,of  things  in  France,  and  particularly  of  the  Army 
of  England,  and  of  the  vessels  preparing  to  trans- 
port them,  that  it  was  now  necessary  to  raise  these 
men,  and  that  the  President  would  think  it  neces- 
sary. Mr.  L.  had  no  doubt  the  President  did  think 
so,  and  he  was  not  willing  that  he  should  have  an 
opportunity  of  carrying  his  wishes  into  effect.  He 
supposed  gentlemen  were  aware  that  they  could 
not  at  present  prevail  with  the  House  to  raise  an 
army,  and  they  therefore  take  this  way  of  putting 
it  in  the  President's  power  to  raise  it,  without 
their  consent. 

The  question  for  striking  out  the  first  section 
was  put  and  negatived — 47  to  44. 

The  committee  rose,  and  had  leave  to  sit  again. 

Frioay,  May  11. 
After  the  presentation  of  several  addresses  and 
memoriab  respecting  our  relations-with  France, 
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dbc.,  which  were,  as  usual,  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  UdIoo, 

The  hill  for  the  relief  of  William  Imlay  was 
read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

Mr.  Harper,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  reported  a  bill  to  provide  for  the  assess- 
ment and  collection  of  direct  taxes ;  which  was 
twice  read  and  committed. 

SEAMEN  DETAINED  ABROAD. 

Mr.  Harper^  after  premising  that  he  understood 
many  of  our  sailors  were  suffering  in  foreign  ports 
for  want  of  the  means  of  returning  home,  from 
having  been  captured  on  board  our  vessels,  moved 
the  foUowing  resolution,  which  was  agreed  to,  and 
a  committee  of  three  members  appointed  to  carry 
it  into  effect : 

"  JResolvedy  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
inquire  and  report,  by  bill  or  otherwise,  whether 
any  and  what  further  proceedings  are  necessary 
to  oe  made  by  law  for  enabling  the  President  of 
the  United  States  to  afford  to  American  seamen 
who  may  be  left  in  forei^  countries,  by  reason  of 
the  capture  or  the  detention  of  the  vessels  to  which 
they  belonged,  the  means  of  returning  home." 

PROVISIONAL  ARMY. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sewall,  the  House  again 
resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  bill  authorizing  the  President  to  raise  a  pro- 
visional army ;  when 

Mr.  Dawson  rose,  and  moved  to  strike  out  that 
part  of  the  amendment  of  the  select  committee 
which  is  in  the  following  words :  ^'  imminent  dan- 
ger of  such  invasion,  discovered,  in  his  opinion,  to 
exist."  He  said  he  would  state  his  reasons  for 
making  this  motion. 

That  the  situation  of  the  United  States,  at  this 
time,  said  Mr.  D.,  is  extremely  awful  and  delicate, 
is  acknowledged  bv  all ;  and  he  agreed,  in  the  sen- 
timent which  haa  been  so  often  expressed,  that 
Congress  ought  to  adopt  every  measure  for  our 
security  which  existing  circumstances  may  require 
and  our  Constitution  authorize,  whether  we  may 
have  been  brought  into  that  situation  by  the  ag- 
gressions of  other  Grovernments,  or  by  the  policy 
of  our  own  Administration.  Some,  he  knew,  there 
are,  who  are  persuaded  that  every  act  of  our  Go- 
vernment towards  foreign  nations  has  been  just 
and  impartial ;  others  there  are  who  think  that  we 
may  have  committed  errors,  and  that  we  ought, 
on  conviction,  to  redress  them.  Some  there  are 
who  attribute  the  conduct  of  the  French  Repub- 
lic towards  us  to  a  supposed  division  in  our  public 
councils, and  between  the  people  and  their  Grove rn- 
ment ;  whilst  others  are  apprehensive  that  intem- 
perate, acrimonious  language,  and  inflated  decla- 
mation, on  our  part,  may  have  irritated  a  nation, 
proud  in  her  victory  and  ^ddy  with  success. 
Whether  to  any  or  to  which  of  these  several  causes 
we  are  to  attribute  our  present  situation,  Mr.  D. 
said  he  would  not  inquire^  and  should  think  it  wise 
to  keep  out  of  view,  as  far  as  possible,  questions 
which  have  so  much  agitated  the  Union  and  di- 
vided her  councils.  He  was  of  opinion  that  all 
parties  should  unite  their  endeavors  to  avert  the 


impending  storm;  and  if  they  cannot  do  so,  they 
should  be  prepared  to  meet  it  like  men  resolved  to 
support  the  Constitution,  the  liberty,  and  indepen- 
dence, of  their  country. 

These  being  sentiments  and  principles  to  wkick 
he  was  forever  wedded,  he  must  express  his  as- 
tonishment at  insinuations  which  had  been  so 
often  heard  within  those  walls  from  gentlemen 
elated  in  their  own  estimation,  who  are  constantly 
placing  feathers  in  their  own  caps,  and  ascribing 
to  others  who  differ  from  them  in  opinion,  at 
least  an  indifference  to  the  interests  of  their  coun- 
try. With  what  delicacy  these  charges  had  been 
made,  he  left  with  the  gentlemen  themselves  to 
determine;  with  what  propriety  they  had  been 
urged,  an  impartial  public  will  decide.  To  that 
tribunal  he'  cheerfully  appealed ;  and  he  felt  a 
confidence,  that  if  by  tne  su^gressions  of  other  Go- 
vernments, or  the  policy  of  our  own,  our  country 
should  be  involved  in  war,  the  gentlemen  witn 
whom  he  had  the  honor  to  act  would  be  found  as 
ready  to  meet  danger,  and  as  firm  in  supporting 
the  liberty  and  independence  of  our  country  as 
their  vaunting  opponents. 

With  these  impressions  upon  his  mind,  he  should 
readily  vote  for  the  bill  under  consideration,  how- 
ever large  the  number  of  men,  or  great  the  ex- 
pense, could  he  persuade  himself  that  existing  cir* 
cumstances  require  the  adoption  of  the  measoiei 
or  that  the  Constitution  would  authorize  the  del- 
egation of  power.  But,  believing  as  he  did,  that 
there  are  no  dangers  which  at  this  time  threaten 
our  country  which  may  not  be  met  by  the  mill* 
tia  of  it,  and  persuaded  as  he  was  that  the  Con* 
stitution  does  not  authorize  the  proposed  delega* 
tion  of  power,  he  must  be  opposed  to  the  bilL 

On  a  review  of  the  subject  before  the  commit- 
tee, two,  and  only  two,  points  present  themselves 
to  our  inquiry,  and  these  have  been  so  fully  treat- 
ed by  gentlemen  who  had  preceded  him  in  the 
debate,  (especially  by  the  able  member  from  Penn- 
sylvania, Mr.  Gallatin,  and  his  very  eloquent 
colleague,  Mr.  Brent,)  that  an  attempt  on  his 
part  to  enforce  their  arguments  would  be  adding 
sophistry  for  reasoning,  and  declamation  for  per- 
suasion. He  would,  therefore,  sit  down  with 
moving  his  amendment 

A  (all  for  the  question  was  made. 

Mr.  Sewall  would  only  observe,  that  this  ques- 
tion was  the  same  whicn  had  b^en  debated  for 
several  days.  He  left  the  public  to  judge  of  the 
candor  of  gentlemen  in  thus  reoeating  questions 
upon  the  committee.  If  the  bill  was  to  produce 
any  effect  at  all,  it  must  have  its  principal  effect 
from  these  words.  As  to  the  Constitutional  scru- 
ple, he  believed  no  one  would  lay  any  stress  upon 
It  If  this  motion  did  not  prevail,  (which  he 
trusted  it  would  not.)  he  should  move  to  confine 
the  power  proposed  to  be  given  to  the  President 
to  the  recess  of  Congress ;  and  if  imminent  dan- 
ger should  exist  in  the  mean  time,  the  President 
certainly  ought  to  have  the  power  to  begin  to 
raise  these  men. 

The  question  was  put  and  negatived— 48  to  41. 

Mr.  Sewall  then  moved  the  following  words 
to  be  introduced  into  the  cominiJ(tee's  am^dment, 
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▼iz :  ^  before  the  next  session  of  Congress,  which 
is  or  sfaiall  be  appointed  by  law." 

This  motion,  after  a  number  of  observations 
upon  it,  as  to  the  propriety  of  its  form,  was  agreed 
to,  in  these  words,  "  before  the  next  session  of  Con- 
gress." 

The  next  (question  was  upon  striking  out  from 
the  first  section  of  the  bill,  ^'  whenever  he  shall 
judge  the  public  safety  requires  the  measure,"  and 
to  insert  in  its  place  tne  amendment  of  the  select 
committee,  as  amended,  mentioning  the  three 
contingencies  in  which  the  President  may  pro- 
ceed to  raise  the  army. 

Mr.  SiTOREAVES  inquired  whether  it  ^ould  be 
IB  order  to  divide  the  question  so  as  that  he  might 
vote  for  striking  out  and  against  inserting?  and 
being  answered  in  the  affirmative,  he  said  he  would 
then  call  for  such  a  divbion  of  the  question.  He 
had  felt,  during  the  present  session,  very  little 
disposition  to  take  up  much  of  the  time  of  the 
House  or  of  the  committee ;  but  as  no  gentleman 
had  at  all  expressed  the  opinions  which  he  (Mr. 
8.)  entertained  on  the  subject,  and  as  the  subject 
was  of  so  great  importance  that  silence,  under 
such  circumstances,  could  not  be  c(»apatible  with 
duty,  he  must  entreat  the  indulgence  of  the 
committee  while  he  explained,  as  briefly  as  he 
eould,  the  reasons  why  be  hoped  the  words  con- 
tained in  the  bill  from  the  Senate  might  be  struck 
out,  aad  neither  those  contained  in  the  amend- 
ment, nor  any  others,  be  substituted  in  their  stead. 
It  was  his  opinion,  formed  after  much  anxious 
eonsideration,  and  which  he  therefore  could  not 
suppress,  althou^  from  wbat  he  had  heard  in  the 
House  for  some  days,  he  could  not  expect  that  his 
ideas  would  prevail  generally  with  the  members — 
it  was  his  oinnion  tlutt  the  military  force  contem- 
plated by  this  bill  should  be  immediately  raised, 
and  that  it  ought  not  to  depend  either  upon  the 
ctiscretion  of  the  President,  as  provided  by  the 
Senate,  or,  what  is  worse,  upon  the  specific  con- 
tingencies expressed  in  the  amendment  of  the  se- 
lect committee.  He  had  no  obiection  to  trust  the 
President  with  the  discretion  alluded  to,  but  as  he 
was  very  clearly  of  opinion  that  the  circumstances 
oi  the  country  required  that  a  respectable  mili- 
tary force  should  be  provided  without  delay,  he 
did  not  desire  to  throw  upon  the  President  a  re- 
sponsibility which  he  was  ready  to  take  upon 
himseli^  and  which  he  thought  ought  to  be  borne 
bj  Congress  rather  than  me  President.  At  a 
time  when  the  country  is  admitted  on  all  sides  to 
be  in  danger,  he  could  not  admit  the  idea  of  a  pro- 
visional army;  he  believed  tbat  the  Military  Es- 
tablishment ouf^ht  to  be  increased  by  an  adaition 
equal  to  the  exigencies  of  the  times,  and  that  this 
increase  ought  to  be  authorized  and  directed  by 
law,  in  the  usual  and  ordinary  form. 

The  committee  had  heard  much  about  a  spirit 
of  compromise.  He  believed  that  this  bill  had,  in 
its  origin  and  progress,  grown  out  of  this  spirit  of 
compromise;  this  spirit  had  nearly  strangled  it 
in  its  birth  in  the  Senate ;  and  this  spirit  had  man- 
gled and  mutilated  it  in  the  select  committee  of 
»e  House.  For  himself,  he  always  had  believed, 
and  he  still  believed,  that  this  spirit  is  an  evil 


spirit ;  tbat,  on  great  and  important  public  points 
of  difference,  it  never  had  produced,  and  nevec 
could  produce  any  good.    On  a  question  like  the 
present,  he  believed  there  was  no  half-way  line, 
no  middle  course,  which  could  be  correct.    If  the 
actual  or  nrobable  circumstances  of  the  country 
require  military  preparations,  they  ought  to  be 
made ;  and  if  there  is  no  danger,  there  is  no  ne- 
cessity for  preparation.    The  spirit  of  compro* 
mise  which  had  pervad&d  on  this  occasion,  he 
thought^  therefore,  was  unwise  and  improper ;  it 
was  acting  like  arbitrators,  who,  under  the  notion 
of  splitting  the  difference,  did  justice  to  neither 
party,  but  injustice  to  both.    He  would  not  say 
that  there  is.  to  use  the  very  restricted  language 
of  the  amendment,  actual  imminent  danger  of  an 
invasion ;  but  if  there  are  any  appearances  in  the 
state  of  our  foreign  relations  to  lustify  a  reasona- 
ble belief  that  in  one,  two,  or  tnree  years  hence, 
war  may  be  made  upon  us  in  our  own  territory, 
he  believed  it  was  the  iDdispensable  duty  of  Con- 
^^es8  now  to  be^in  to  make  preparations  to  meet 
It    If  we  should  wait  until  the  dangler  becomes 
imminent,  before  we  commence  the  raising  of  an 
army,  we  shall  wait  too  long.    Much  time  is  re- 
quisite to  be  emptied  in  the  raising  and  organiz- 
ing a  regular  army,  and  much  more  before  it  can 
be  disciplined  so  as  to  be  efficient.    He  agreed 
with  those  gentlemen  who  believed  that  a  regular 
army  was  most  to  be  depended  upon  in  time  of 
declared  war ;  but  he  supposed  it  would  be  con- 
ceded that  such  an  army,  in  its  early  infancy,  con- 
sisting of  raw  recruits,  imperfectly  disciplined,  is 
much  feebler  and  much  less  to  be  relied  on  than 
the  militia  of  the  country,  who  supply  the  defect 
of  discipline  by  principle,  and  enthusiasm.  ^  The 
militia  will  be  composed  of  men  having  a*com- 
mon  interest  in  the  community,  who  take  the  field 
to  fight  pro  oris  et  focis,  for  their  own  preserva- 
tion and  the  protection  of  their  families,  connex* 
ions,  friends,  and  country;  whereas  a  regular 
army  in  this,  as  in  all  other  countries,  wul  be 
made  up,  in  a  great  measure,  of  the  idle  and  the 
profli^te,  who  have  no  property  to  defend,  who 
are  without  employment,  ana  without  industry  to 
seek  it.    In  this  observation,  he  begged  it  to  be 
understood  that  he  referred  to  the  private  soldiery 
and  not  to  the  officers.    If,  therefore,  the  bill  was 
calculated  only  for  cases  of  invasion,  or  of  immi- 
nent danger  of  invasion,  there  could  be  no  doubt 
but  the  immediate  resource  of  the  nation  must  be 
in  its  militia.    It  is  a  joke  to  talk  of  raising  a  re-* 
gular  army  to  repel  an  invasion  which  has  occur- 
red, or  which  is,  as  it  were,  at  our  door.    Before 
a  regular  army,  commenced  thus  late,  could  ope^ 
rate  effectually,  the  enemy  will  have  effected 
their  lodgement  in  the  heart  of  the  country,  will 
have  taken  our  chief  towns,  and  have  fortified  them 
against  our  attacks.    For  all  purposes,  therefore 
of  temporary  defence,  he  presumed  the  hopes  of 
the  nation  must  rest  on  the  militia  and  on  tne  vo- 
lunteers.   He  understood  the  army,  contemplated 
by  this  bill,  to  be  designed  to  meet  that  state  of 
things  when,  one  or  two  years  hence,  all  obstacles 
being  removed  which  at  present  oppose  them* 
sdves  on  the  ocean  to  the  enterprisas  of  Franca, 
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she  may  be  left  at  libertv  to  reek  her  veDgeance 
upon  us,  by  a  powerful  invasion  of  the  terri- 
tory of  the  United  States.  This  is  a  state  of 
things  which  we  ought  to  anticipate,  whether  the 
projected  expedition  against  England  succeed  or 
fail ;  it  is  reasonable  to  expect  that  under  either 
circumstance  its  issue  will  induce  a  peace  between 
those  rival  Powers;  and  when  that  shall  take 
place,  there  will  be  nothing  to  prevent  France 
from  sending  her  ships  and  her  troops  across  the 
Atlantic  to  the  invasion  of  America.  It  is  against 
this  period  that  Conffsess  ougbt  to  prepare,  with 
a  prudent  foresight  of  events ;  and,  to  be  prepared, 
they  cannot  begin  too  soon.  According  to  all  or- 
dinary calculations,  they  will  not,  even  if  they 
begin  now,  have  their  army  in  a  state  of  efficient 
readiness  before  it  will  be  wanted.  The  country 
is  not  the  less  in  danger  that  the  danger  is  not  at 
the  door ;  this  is  a  truth  all  important,  but  which 
did  not  appear  to  be  sufficiently  understood. 

He  requested  that  gentlemen  who  opposed  thb 
bill  would  retrace  the  arguments  which  they  had 
used  in  the  course  of  this  session.  When  meas- 
ures of  defence  have  been  proposed ;  when  arming 
of  merchant  vessels  has  been  under  discussion,  and 
when  it  was  contended  that  th^public  ships  of  the 
United  States  should  be  used  as  convoys,  hare 
they  not  urged  with  the  utmost  solicitude  that 
these  measures  must  necessarily  produce  a  war? 
When  the  despatches  were  about  to  be  published, 
did  they  not  strenuously  contend  that  it  would  be 
equal  to  a  declaration  of  war,  and  would  effectu- 
ally destroy  all  remaining  hope  of  accommoda- 
tion? Yet  after  these  measures  have  been 
adopted,  and  war,  according  to  their  own  reason- 
ing, has  thus  become  inevitable,  and  when  it  is 
now  proposed  to  be  prepared  for  so  probable  an 
event,  they  affect  to  have  dismissed  all  appre- 
hension, and  tell  us  '^  there  is  no  danger."  For 
himself,  Mr.  S.  said,  he  was  ready  to  avow  that 
he  had  always  believed  that  there  was  dan- 
ger; that  it  was  not  in  our  power,  by  any 
efforts,  to  preserve  peace.  He  had  calculated 
upon  the  profligacy  of  the  Government  with 
whom  we  are  at  variance,  upon  their  boundless 
ambition,  their  excessive  arrogance,  and  their  in- 
satiable resentment.  He  had  believed  that  the 
rulers  of  France  would  suppose  their  individual 
interests  to  depend  on  contention  with  America ; 
he  had  never  imagined  that  our  dan^r  could  be 
averted,  or  would  be  accelerated,  by  the  measures 
we  had  adopted.  And  when  he  had  voted  for 
those  measures,  it  was  not  from  an  expectation  of 
averting,  but  with  the  view  of  meeting  the  danger. 
He  now  believed  that,  unless  circumstancesshould 
occur  in  Europe  which  are  not  under  our  control, 
the  time  would  come  when  all  the  difficulties 
would  be  removed,  which,  at  present,  prevent  the 
Directory  from  pointing  their  force  against  this 
country, except  those  which  they  should  encounter 
in  our  own  courage  and  our  own  resources — espe- 
cially if  that  sentiment  should  prevail  whi -h  had 
been  so  often  expressed,  that  a  war  with  France 
was  less  to  be  deprecated  than  an  alliance  with 
England.  If  no  compact  could  be  made  with 
Qreat  Britain  that  should  secure  to  us  the  assist- 


ance and  protection  ofher  navy,  and  when  her  nume- 
rous fleets  shall  no  longer  cover  the  ocean  and  keep 
the  fleets  of  France  blocked  up  in  her  own  ports, 
what  is  there  to  prevent  those  fleets  from  landing 
her  military  hordes  on  our  shores?  We  must  in 
that  case  be  exposed,  alone  and  unassisted,  to  all 
the  efforts  of  an  enemy  whom  gentlemen  affect  to 
consider  as  all  powerful,  and  of  whose  resent- 
ments there  can  be  no  doubt.  What  is  to  become 
of  the  immense  armies,  composed  of  turbulent  and 
restless  spirits,  habituated  to  licentiousness  and 
plunder,  when  they  can  no  longer  be  amused  with 
the  chimera  of  a  conquest  of  Great  Britain? 
How  will  they  be  disgorged  from  France,  where 
their  continuance  must  be  fatal  to  the  rule  of  those 
who  now  exercise  the  powers  of  the  €k>vernment? 
Where  are  they  to  find  the  rewards  which  hare 
been  so  lavishly  promised  when  they  shall  hare 
achieved  the  safety  of  the  Republic  ? '  Is  there  not 
good  reason  to  fear  that  they  will  be  sent  to  seek 
their  reward  in  America,  to  divide  our  lands,  and 
establish  a  military  colony  in  the  United  States  ? 
Are  we  not  exposed  to  every  project  of  this  sort 
in  the  South,  and  from  the  quarter  of  Loubiana  ? 
He  believed  that  these  are  not  exa^rgerated  appre- 
hensions ;  that  they  ought  to  excite  us  seriously 
to  think  of  a  danger  that  may  not  be  very  remote; 
and  with  firmness  and  resolution  to  prepare  for 
the  worst.  He  could  not,  for  himself,  consent  to 
postpone  one  day  the  raising  of  an  army  that 
might  be  likely  effectually  to  protect  the  country, 
when  our  trouble  shall  have  come  upon  us.  He 
could  never  consent  to  impose  on  the  President  the 
responsibility  of  so  important  a  measure;  still  less 
was  he  willing  so  to  confine  and  restrict  his  dis- 
cretion, as  that  he  should  only  use  it  when  it 
would  be  too  late.  He  repeated  that,  however 
soon  our  pre[>arations  might  begin,  there  was  a 
stronff  probability  that  the  army  could  not  be  effi- 
ciently raised,  organized,  equipped,  and  disci- 
plined, before  it  might  be  necessary  to  call  them 
into  action. 

Solemnly  impressed  with  this  conviction,  he 
must  vote  ior  raising  this  army  immediately,  al- 
thouj^h  he  had  no  expectation  that  such  vote 
would  succeed  ;  but  placed  in  a  responsible  situa- 
tion, in  critical  times,  he  could  not  otherwise  dis- 
charge bis  duty  than  by  declaring  his  opinion 
candidly,  and  pressing  it  upon  the  committee.  He 
was  sensible  that,  in  expressing  this  opinion,  he 
should  differ  from  some  respectable  friends  with 
whom  he  had  always  acted.  He  lamented  it  ex- 
tremely. He  lamented  that  any  of  his  friends 
should  adopt  sentiments  which,  as  he  conceived, 
tended  to  cripple  the  necessary  measures  of  de- 
fence; that  tney  should  swell  the  numbers  of 
those  who  had  been  uniform  in  their  opposition  to 
these  measures.  Of  all  possible  times,  he  believed 
the  present  to  be  the  least  proper  for  compromise. 
In  such  times  gentlemen  should  think  for  them- 
selves ;  should  act  from  the  result  of  their  opin- 
ions; and,  if  they  cannot  succeed  in  carrying 
measures  which  they  think  necessary  for  the 
honor  and  interest  of  the  country,  should  devolve 
the  responsibility  of  consequences  on  those  who 
defeat  them.  ^^  j 
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While  he  was  up  he  would  notice  the  obserra- 
tioDs  of  some  members  who  profess  to  decHoe 
TotiDg  for  the  proposed  armament,  because  on  a 
recent  question  others  bad  voted  to  limit  the  du- 
ration of  the  direct  tax  to  one  year.  No  man  re- 
gretted more  than  he  did  the  decision  of  that 
question,  or  was  more  desirous  that  the  duration 
of  the  tax  should  be  commensurate  with  the  ex- 
pense which  it  was  intended  to  defray  ;  but  it  did 
not  follow  that  because  they  had  committed  one 
error,  they  should  commit  another.  Tbe  defence 
of  the  country  ought  not  to  be  crippled  from  an 
idea  that  money  could  not  be  raised  to  meet  the 
expense.  It  is  our  duty  to  adopt  the  necessary 
measures  of  defence,  and  afterwards  it  will  be  our 
duty  to  provide  the  money.  The  session  was  not 
vet  closed,  and  before  the  House  rises,  it  could  not 
De  doubted  but  that  resources  would  be  found  to 
answer  all  exigencies.  He  concluded  with  calling 
for  a  division  of  the  question. 

The  question  on  striking  out  the  words  in  the 
oripnal  bill,  viz :  ^  whenever  he  shall  judge  the 
pablic  safety  requires  the  measure,"  was  put  and 
carried ;  there  being  72  votes  for  it. 

Mr.  Harper  then  moved  to  insert  the  words 
recommended  to  be  inserted  in  their  place  by  the 
select  committee,  viz :  *'  in  the  event  of  a  declara- 
tion of  war  against  the  United  States,  or  of  actual 
invasion  of  their  territory,  by  a  foreign  Power,  or 
of  immediate  danger  of  such  invasion,  discovered, 
in  his  opinion,  to  exist." 

The  question  was  carried ;  there  being  68  votes 
for  it. 

The  next  amendment  proposed  by  the  select 
committee  was  to  strike  out  twenty  thousand 
(men)  and  to  insert  ten  thousand. 

Mr.  Gallatin  wished  this  question  to  be  divi- 
ded, as  he  wished  to  strike  out  twenty,  and  insert 
five  thousand.  He  was  led  to  wish  ttiis  amend- 
ment from  the  general  agreement  which  there 
seemed  to  be,  and  agreeably  to  the  confession  of 
his  colleague  (Mr.  Sitgreaves)  that  at  pi^sent 
there  exists  no  danger  of  an  invasion  from  Eu- 
rope. If  there  was  any  danger  at  all,  it  seemed  to 
be  confined  wholly  to  the  Southern  States ;  and 
it  was  said  yesterday  by  a  gentleman  from  that 
quarter,  (Mr.  Pincknbt,)  that  twelve  or  thirteen 
hundred  men  in  South  Carolina  would  be  very 
useful.  If  that  number  would  be  sufficient  for 
that  State,  Mr.  G.  thought  five  thousand  would  be 
a  number  sufficient  to  be  raised  for  anv  object  to 
which  they  could  be  applied.  As  for  nimself  he 
was  against  the  bill  in  toto,  as  he  did  not  believe 
in  any  danger  which  the  militia  would  not  be  able 
to  meet ;  but  if  an  army  must  be  raised,  it  need 
not  be  larger  than  gentlemen  could  find  a  use  for. 

Bfr.  Hartley  had  some  doubt  whether  Con- 
gress ought  not  then  to  go  further  than  was  in- 
tended by  the  bill  and  vote  for  an  efficient  force  to 
be  raised  immediately.  Nothing  but  the  expense, 
and  the  strong  objections  made  against  the  neces- 
Bttv  of  the  measure,  induced  him  to  be  in  favor 
only  of  a  provisional  army,  to  be  rabed  on  certain 
contingencies. 

The  right  of  dele^tin^;  the  power  intended  to 
be  given  to  the  President  has  been  very  fully  dis- 


cussed. He  thought  there  had  been  great  accom- 
modation on  the  part  of  the  majority  to  limit  the 
time. 

The  President,  Mr.  H.  said,  will  be  in  a  very 
delicate  and  responsible  situation.  The  whole 
world  looking  on,  he  will  certainly  strive  to  act  in 
the  best  manner.  He  was  perfectly  satisfied  that 
th^  President  should  have  the  power  of  raising 
the  20,000  men,  or  as  many  of  them  as  he  thought 
necessary,  upon  one  or  more  of  these  contingen- 
cies happening.  No  one  ouffht  to  say  that  20,000 
men,  in  case  of  war,  would  be  too  many.  In  the 
year  1776,  when  we  were  contending  against  a 
nation  perhaps  not  so  formidable  by  land  as  the 
one  now  about  annoying  us,  Congress  voted  88 
battalions  of  infantrv,  besides  cavalry  and  artil- 
lery, and  afterwards  tnere  were  voted  16  additional 
battalions. 

Whenever  armies  are  to  be  raised  bjr  repruiting, 
you  must,  in  the  first  place,  be  at  considerable  ex- 
pense in  supporting  officers  without  men ;  but  this 
cannot  be  avoided .  The  officers  should  be  selected 
from  the  several  States,  and  dispersed  over  the 
Union. 

If  we  have  a  war,  as  the  President  might  en- 
gage men  for  a  shorter  period  than  three  vears,  he 
trusted  that  the  sons  of  the  yeomanry  of  the  coun- 
try would  come  forth  as  on  a  former  occasion. 

Mr.  H.  said,  gentlemen  might  speak  as  highly 
as  they  pleased  in  favor  of  militia.  The  plan 
now  in  view  would  draw  a  part  of  them  into  the 
standing  troops,  where  they  would  be  better  discip- 
lined ;  and,  in  addition  to  the  knowledge  of  shoot- 
ing, they  would  acquire  that  of  moving  and  ma- 
noeuvring to  advantage. 

Standmg  troops  will  be  necessary  in  a  war  of 
any  length.  You  may  occasionally  call  the  mili- 
tia ;  but  it  would  be  immenselv  inconvenient  to  be 
constantly  calling  the  husbandman  from  the  field, 
and  the  mechanic  from  his  labors,  and  to  have 
the  whole  country  marching  and  countermarch- 
ing. Short  tours  of  duty  in  the  militia  is  a  seri- 
ous difficulty,  and  cannot  well  be  helped.  Some 
attempts  have  been  made  to  retain  the  militia  in 
camp  six  months,  but  they  have  been  distressing. 
One  instance  he  would  mention.  In  the  year  1776, 
as  a  reinforcement  to  the  Northern  Army,  5000 
militia  were  ordered  out,  under  the  command  of 
General  Bricket.  They  were  very  good  men ;  they 
were  in  camp  for  some  months  at  Tinconderoga ; 
but,  from  camp  duty,  separation  from  their  fami- 
lies, and  impatience^  they  became  sickly  and  de- 
pressed, and  were  dailjr  applying  for  discharges. 

Where  the  service  is  not  of  long  duration^  but 
active,  the  militia  can  be  useful,  especially  m  a 
woody  country.  They  may  frequently  act  to  ad- 
vantage in  aid  of  the  regrular  troops.  Thev  per- 
formed their  duty  in  unison  when  General  Bur- 
goyne's  army  was  taken.  A  number  of  bold  and 
decided  men  left  their  homes,  resolved  that  the 
invading  army  should  be  destroyed  or  taken  before 
they  returned.  The  army  was  taken.  In  several 
other  places  the  militia  achieved  reputation. 

Mr.  H.  was  not  for  a  large  standing  army  in 
time  of  peace,  nor,  in  time  of  war,  of  more  troops 
than  would  give  security,  and  be  a  convenience  to 
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iL%  rest  of  the  community.  He  strongljr  urged 
the  propriety,  in  the  present  state  of  things,  of 
granting  the  power  to  the  President.  He  was 
confident  it  would  be  faithfully  attended  to.  If 
any  intentional  wrong  took  place,  an  enlightened 
people  would  discover  it. 

From  the  arguments  of  some  gentlemen,  all  is 
security — we  have  nothing  to  fear.  Those  argu- 
ments have  been  so  forcibly  or  artfully  used,  that, 
for  the  moment,  numbers  may  be  led  away  by 
them.  Recollection  and  thought  will  brin^  them 
back ;  and  if  they  do  not  dissent  or  discredit  abso- 
lutely what  is  said  about  our  security,  they  must 
doubt  it,  and  prefer  their  own  measures. 

If  none  of  the  contingencies  contemplated  in  the 
bill  happen,  no  men  are  to  be  raised ;  but  if  any. 
of  them  should  happen,  the  number  should  not  he 
reduced  from  10,000  men  to  5,000,  but  rather  re- 
main at  ^0,000. 

As  to  providing  the  means,  Mr.  H.  was  inclined 
to  think  that  they  were  not  obliged  to  go  to  any 
great  extent.  No  money  was  provided  to  pay  the 
militia  who  may  be  called  out ;  but  the  national 
character  and  honor  are  certainly  pledged  to  fur- 
nish what  may  be  necessary — so  they  will  in  this 
case. 

He  conceived,  however,  that  it  might  be  prudent 
to  appropriate  $150,000  or  $200,000  at  present,  to 
be  under  the  direction  of  the  President,  in  case 
troop  were  to  be  raised  under  this  bill,  which 
might  be  applied  towards  bounty,  or  equipping. 
He  was  decidedly  against  the  motion  for  reduc- 
tion. 

Mr.  Harpbr  did  not  know  by  what  kind  of  rea- 
soning the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  could 
conclude  that  nobody  apprehended  any  danger 
from  invasion,  except  from  the  West  Indies,  and 
that  in  the  Southern  States.  He  had  himself  said, 
that  there  was  danger  in  that  quarter,  but  by  no 
means  that  there  was  none  anywhere  else ;  so  far 
firom  it,  he  had  declared  it  to  be  his  opinion  that 
there  was  as  much  danger  in  Rhode  Island  as  in 
any  other  part  of  the  Union.  Another  gentleman 
(the  Speaker)  contended  that  the  army  on  the 
coasts  of  France,  which,  in  gasconading  style,  they 
call  the  Army  of  England,  may  be>  the  ATTm  of 
America;  and  the  transports  collecting  at  Bor- 
deaux and  Brest,  instead  of  beinff  intended  to  go 
affainst  London,  may  be  sent  to  Florida,  or  against 
Rhode  Island.  This,  in  his  mind,  was  a  probable 
event;  and  when  he  saw  150,000  or  200,000  men 
collected  on  the  shores  of  France,  said  to  be  for  a 
particular  purpose,  he  could  readily  conceive  that 
a  wing  of  that  army  might  have  another  destina- 
tion. He  had  not  the  happy  turn  of  mind  of  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  who,  notwithstand- 
ing all  that  was  heard  and  seen  from  France  and 
her  agents,  could  still  believe  that  we  have  no  dan- 

Sr  to  apprehend,  except  from  the  West  Indies, 
r.  H.  believed  the  most  imminent  danger  was 
from  that  quarter,  but  by  no  means  the  omy  dan- 
ger ;  he  believed  there  were  others,  not  only  great, 
but  serious  and  threatening ;  he  believed  the  Exe- 
cutive Directory  were  too  wise,  and  had  too  good 
inibrmation.  to  make  an  attempt  on  England ;  and 
though  he  did  not  believe  that  we  had  any  certain 


knowledge  of  an  intended  invasion  from  Europe, 
yet  it  was  extremely  probable.  He  was  therefore  * 
opposed  to  the  reduction  of  the  proposied  army  to 
5,000  men,  because  he  did  not  think  them  sufll- 
cient ;  nor  did  he  concur  with  another  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Sitgreavbs,)  that  an 
army  must  be  raised  for  a  year  or  two  before  it 
can  DC  useful.  Much  depended  upon  officers ;  and 
he  believed,  if  these  were  active  and  did  their  duty, 
three  months  would  make  an  army  as  fit  for  ser- 
vice as  three  years.  He  therefore  believed  an  army 
of  10,000  men  might  be  raised  and  completed  for 
the  field,  if  occasion  required,  before  the  next  ses- 
sion of  Congress ;  and  l^  did  not  mean  to  say  that 
any  danger  could  assail  us,  in  the  mean  time,  whick 
10,000  men,  with  the  assistance  of  the  militia, 
(whose  service  he  never  meant  to  lose  sight  of,) 
would  not  be  able  to  repel. 

Mr.  H.  said,  had  he  been  so  desirous  of  demd- 
ing  the  militia  as  his  colleague  (Mr.  Sumtee)  hai 
supposed,  he  should  have  cited  some  instances  of 
their  disgrace,  which  he  could  bave  easily  done* 
He  believed  tne  militia  were  the  materials  out  of 
which  a  defence  was  to  be  raised,  but  he  still  be- 
lieved that  it  was  necessary  to  havs  a  regular  force 
to  act  with  them ;  and  though  5.000  men  might  be 
sufficient  for  the  protection  of  the  Southern  coast, 
as  they  might  also  be  wanted  in  other  quarters, 
he  should  be  opposed  to  raising  any  less  number 
than  10,000  men. 

Mr.  Gallatin  said,  it  was  true,  that  he  had  con- 
ceived the  idea  of  danger  from  an  invasion  from 
Europe  during  the  present  season  was  given  up. 
He  had  drawn  this  conclusion  from  the  manner 
in  which  gentlemen  had  supported  their  o|Hnio& 
against  his  motion  to  strike  out  the  first  section. 
It  was  then  stated  by  the  sentleman  from  South 
Carolina  and  others,  that  there  existed  danger  in  a 
certain  quarter.  The  gentleman  from  South  Car^  * 
olina  even  pointed  out  the  very  individual  spot  at 
which  the  enemy  was  to  land,  the  route  they  were 
to  ta^e,  and  almost  every  encampment  they  were 
to  make,  until  they  got  to  the  walls  of  Charleston. 
When  he  said  he  thought  the  idea  of  danger  fron 
Europe  was  given  up,  he  did  not  forget  what  feU 
from  the  Speaker  yesterday ;  but  having  beard 
that  gentleman  calling  the  Army  of  England  the 
Army  of  America^  and,  at  the  same  time,  speaking 
of  falling  mountains,  unfurled  banners,  dbc,  he 
could  not  conceive  him  to  be  serious  in  anything 
he  said ;  and  he  really  had  considered  the  whole 
of  his  speech  as  merely  allegorical.  But  the  com- 
mittee were  now  told  by  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  that  there  is  a  probability  of  an  invasion 
from  Europe.  If  he  had  said  there  was  a  com* 
bUUy^  he  would  not  have  said  it  was  impossible,  aa 
very  improbable  events  sometimes  take  place ; 
but^  when  the  House  legislated,  they  ought  not  to 
do  It  upon  possibilities,  but  upon  probabilities;  and 
aU  that  had  been  said  in  favor  ot  this  bill  that  was 
probable,  was  what  had  been  advanced  as  to  the 
danger  to  be  apprehended  from  the  West  Indies. 
Everything  else  he  looked  upon  as  beyond  proba- 
bility. 

MX.  G.  desired  to  kaow  upon  what  this  proba- 
bility of  an  invasion  from  Europe  lay  1  He  wish* 
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•d,  iDstead  of  saying  that  the  armameot  now  pre- 
paring  io  France,  ostensibly  against  England, 
might  come  against  this  country,  to  say  why  they 
think  so.  The  argnment  of  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  was  of  a  singular  nature;  it 
amounted  to  this :  The  French  Directory  are  ex- 
tremely wise,  and  have  the  best  information  reU- 
ti?e  to  England ;  but  it  is  impossible  to  succeed 
in  an  invasion  against  that  country,  therefore  the. 
armament  must  be  intended  against  this  countjT'. 
He  most  own  he  was  not  struck  very  forcibly  with 
such  reasoning. 

As  to  the  impossibility  of  invading  BIngland, 
be  knew  nothing  of  it.  He  believed  the  success 
of  the  event  must  depend  upon  the  resistance  made 
in  Enffland ;  and  it  appeared  to  him,  from  what 
was  tfucing  place  there,  that  they  do  believe  in  the 
possibility  of  an  invasion,  and  are  determined  to 
resist  any  attack  which  may  be  made.  But  if  the 
principle  laid  down  by  the  gentleman  from.  South 
Carolina,  that  the  Gk>vemment  of  France  is  wis& 
and  have  good  information,  is  admitted,  they  will 
have  the  wisdom  and  information  not  to  attempt 
impracticabilities,  but  apply  their  means  to  effect 
objects  which  will  be  of  service  to  them.  But  an 
invasion  of  this  country  could  neither  be  useful  to 
the  men  in  power  in  that  Quvernment  nor  produce 
the  least  advantage  to  the  nation.  The  resources 
of  that  nation,  powerful  as  it  is.  do  not  consist  of 
money,  or  a  great  navy,  by  which  to  carry  on  pro- 
jects af  a  distance  from  home.  They  have  men 
m  great  abundance,  and  the  Government  can  lay 
hold  of  anything  they  please  to  support  them.  But 
we  know  the  situation  of  their  finances ;  we  know 
they  have  called  for  a  forced  loan  in  support  of  the 
intended  invasion  against  England.  They  wanted 
only  fortv  millions  of  French  livres  for  that  im- 
portant object — not  quite  two  millions  sterling — 
and  were  not  able  to  raise  it  in  the  usual  way.  We 
know  that  they  wanted  money  from  us,  and  from 
Hamburg  for  the  same  purpose,  and  have  in  fact 
been  trymg  to  raise  money  everywhere  on  the 
credit  of  their  Dutch  rescriptions.  Thus  situated, 
Mr.  Q.  asked,  how  gentlemen  could  imagine  that 
the  French  could  undertake  to  invade  a  country 
like  this,  twelve  hundred  leagues  distance  from 
home  7  No  nation  who  had  not  the  most  exten- 
sive resources,  both  as  to  money  and  shipping, 
could  undertake  such  a  project,  and  it  was  well 
known  that  France  is  greatly  deficient  in  both,  and 
therefore  cannot  come  with  a  fleet  here. 

But,  supposing  France  was  able  to  make  an 
attack  on  this  country,  he  wished  to  know  what 
was  to  be  her  object  ?  Was  it  to  subjugate  our 
country  1  Suppose  thev  had  it  in  their  power  to 
aand  over  here  and  lana  an  army  of  40,000,  or  of 
100,000  i^en,  could  it  come  into  the  head  of  any 
man,  that  they  would  be  able  to  subjugate  this 
country  ?  Suppose  they  were  to  conquer  a  part 
posaessing  different  manners,  and  speaking  a  dif- 
ferent language  from  the  people  here^  thev  could 
not  expect  to  hecome  incorporated  with  the  citi- 
zens or  this  country,  and  must  finally  be  expelled. 
Indeed,  it  appeared  to.him  that  this  invasion  by 
the  Army  of  England  was  one  of  the  most  extra- 
otdinary  ideas  that  ever  entered  the  head  of  a  pol- 


itician or  statesman  -,  when  it  must  be  seen  that 
England  is  the  object  of  this  armament,  as  the 
only  enemy  France  has  left ;  when  it  must  be  evi- 
dent that  no  greater  object  can  be  contemplated 
by  that  country  than  either  destroying  their  rival, 
or  by  producing  a  revolution  in  the  British  Gov- 
ernment, to  secure  the  stability  of  their  own ;  to 
tell  the  committee  that,  notwithstanding  every 
appearance  to  the  contrary,  these  preparationa 
were  probably  intended  a^punst  this  country,  was, 
to  use  the  language  sometimes  adopted  by  tnegen- 
tleman  from  South  Carolina,  to  presume  too  far 
on  the  credulity  of  this  House. 

But.  is  there  any  reason  from  anything  whi<m 
has  taken  place  between  this  country  and,  France^ 
.to  believe  that  such  a  design  really  exists  in  the 
French  Councils?  It  had  been  said  that  that 
Grovernment  had  threatened  us  with  such  an  event. 
He  wished  to  know  in  what  manner,  and  how  the 
threat  had  been  made?  The  only  threat  which 
he  recollected  was  the  threat  made  by  one  of  those 
agents,  ^X,  Y,  or  Z,.he  did  not  recollect  which,) 
who  saia  to  our  Commissioners :  *'  If  you  do  not 
agree  to  such  and  such  propositions,  we  will  do— 
what  ?  Send  an  army  to  invade  you  ?  No.  Some 
frigates  shall  be  sent  from  the  West  Indies  to  rav- 
age your  coasts."  With  what  design  was  this 
threat  made? 

Mr.  Harper  asked,  whether  or  not  the  fiEite  of 
Venice  was  mentioned  ? 

Mr.  Q.  said,  if  the  gentleman  would  suffer  him 
to  proceed,  he  would  notice  what  was  said  respects 
io^  Venice  also.  The  design  of  these  agents  was 
evidently  to  frighten  our  Uommissioners  and  to 
extort  money  from  them.  But  do  they  threaten 
them  with  daujorer  which  was  improbable  ?  No ; 
they  knew  if  they  had  done  so,  our  Commission- 
ers would  have  laughed  at  them.  They,  therefore, 
spoke  of  things  which  partook  of  probaoility. 

But  those  affents  reminded  our  Commissioners 
of  the  fate  of  Venice.  And  are  gentlemeu  afraid 
of  this  country  experiencing  the  fate  of  Venice? 
Did  not  these  agents,  in  the  same  breath  that  they 
spoke  of  the  fate  of  Venice,  ackhowledge  that  it 
was  impossible  to  subjugate  this  country  ?  Mr. 
G.  quoted  that  part  of  the  despatches  where  theta 
agents  assented  to  the  truth  of  that  position  as  stated 
by  our  Envoys. 

But  it  appeared  to  him  that  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  had  himself,  this  day,  at  the  same 
time  that  he  declared  the  danger  existed,  conclude 
ed  that  the  danger  could  not  exist  for  this  year. 
For,  if  he  apprehended  any  portion  of  the  Army 
of  England  would  come  against  this  country  this 
season,  be  certainly  would  wish  for  a  laiger  nam- 
berofmen  than  lOjPOO;  he  would  have  agreed 
with  his  colleague  (Mr.  Sitgrbavbs)  and  voted 
for  20,000.  But,  he  says  he  will  not  do  this,  as  he 
does  not  believe  any  danger  will  arise  before  the 
next  session  of  Congress,  which  will  reauire  a 
larger  number  of  men  than  10,000.  Believing 
wiui  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  that  no 
danger  was  to  be  expected  from  Europe,  Mr.  G. 
said,  he  wished  to  reduce  the  number  to  5,000. 

Mr.  G.  said,  he  did  not  intend  to  have  said  any- 
thing upon  this  amendment ;  but  as  the  gentleman 
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from  South  Carolina  bad  dwelt  mach  upon  the 
danger  to  be  apprehended  from  an  invasion  from 
the  Army  of  England,  be  could  not  refrain  from 
making  a  few  remarks  upon  that  subject.  He 
could  not  imagine  how  such  an  idea  could  have 
entered  into  the  head  of  any  gentleman ;  but  since 
some  had  brought  their  minds  into  such  a  state  as 
to  apprehend  such  an  event,  he  did  not  expect  that 
anything  which  he  could  say,  would  operate  upon 
them;  but  he  expected  they  must  vote  in  favor  of 
raising  the  whole  20,000  men  at  once.  But,  as  to 
those  who  could  satisfy  themselves  that  the  only 
danger  to  be  apprehended  was  from  the  West  In- 
Aes,  he  thought  it  must  be  evident  that  5,000  men 
would  be  sufficient  for  every  purpose  to  which 
they  could  be  usefully  employed.  And  it  would, 
be  perfectly  clear  that  they  would  only  cost  the 
Umted  States  half  the  money. 

There  were  also  some  gentlemen  in  the  House, 
Mr.  Q.  said,  who,  though  they  did  not  expect  an 
attack  from  France  at  present,  expected  it  when- 
ever a  peace  shall  take  place  with  England ;  he 
had  himself  no  such  apprehension,  as  he  believed 
that  system  of  plunder  which  was  occasioned  by 
war  would  end  with  war,  and  as  no  particular 
vengeance  had  been  threatened  against  us,  although 
he  did  not  deny  some  personal  resentment  existed 
between  the  Executive  of  that  country  and  thatpf 
America ;  but  this  being  confined  to  a  few  indi- 
Tiduals  was  less  dangerous  in  its  nature,  and 
would  cease  whenever  the  men  were  out  of  power. 
But  to  those  gentlemen,  however,  he  would  re- 
mark; that  the  less  money  we  expend  in  the  mean 
time,  the  better  we  shall  be  prepared  to  meet  the 
danger  when  it  comes. 

Mr.  Dennis  said,  he  was  one  of  those  who 
thouffht  that,  if  the  House  were  to  act  more  and 
talk  less,  it  would  be  more  honorable  to  themselves 
and  profitable  to  the  country.  Under  this  impres- 
sion, he  had  sat  with  patience  to  hear  gentlemen 
debate  the  present  subject,  without  intending  to 
take  any  part  in  the  discussion.  He  had  heard  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  day  after  day,  ad- 
minister powerful  opiates  to  the  committee ;  but 
he  now  hegun  to  think  it  was  time  to  resist  them, 
and  he  rose  for  that  purpose. 

Were  he  as  confident  as  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  appears  to  be,  ibat  we  should  be 
folly  adequate  to  repel  every  foe  who  might  attack 
OB,  without  raising  any  troops  for  our  defence  un- 
til we  shall  be  engaged  in  actual  war ;  if  he  could 
be  satisfied  to  have  some  of  the  States  ravaged 
and  plundered,  and  perhaps  many  parts  of  the 
United  States  deluged  with  blood,  before  we  could 
collect  a  force  to  repel  the  enemy,  he  might  ac- 
auiesce  in  the  doctrine  of  that  gentleman.  But  he 
did  not  agree  with  him,  that;  because  we  cannot 
effectually  guard  every  part  of  our  coast,  we 
ought  not  to  guard  any  part  of  it,  any  more  than 
he  could  agree  with  him  in  a  similar  opinion 
with  respect  to  the  defence  of  our  commerce, 
that  if  we  could  not  protect  it  effectually,  we  ought 
to  protect  it  as  far  as  we  are  able. 

Mr.  D.  believed  this  country  was  in  much  great- 
er danger  of  invasion  than  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  was  willing  to  allow.    He  would 


not  absolutely  say  we  should  be  invaded,  but  he 
thought  such  an  event  very  probable.  We  know, 
said  he,  that  there  is  a  large  body  of  troops  col- 
lected on  the  shores  of  France,  and  a  number  of 
ships-of-the-line,and  other  vessels,  adequate  to  the 
transportation  of  a  large  number  of  troops.  We 
are  told,  said  he,  that  these  men,  and  these  vessels, 
are  intended  for  the  invasion  of  England.  But  was 
.it  not  known  that  the  French  were  pursuing  two 
systems?  They  have  not  only  the  invasion,  and 
consequent  subjugation  of  England  in  view;  they^ 
have  another  system,  in  which  he  believed  thev 
placed  more  confidence  than  in  the  other,  whicn 
was,  to  cut  oS  the  resources  of  the  British  nation, 
and  how  could  they  more  effectually  do  this  than 
by  getting  such  an  influence  in  this  country  as 
should  cut  off  her  trade  to  it  1 

To  wound  Great  Britain  through  our  sides, 
Mr.  D.  said,  had  been  the  object  of  the  depredations 
which  France  had  for  a  long  time  committed 
upon  our  commerce.  The  resources  of  England 
were  got  chiefly  from  this  countryr  and  the  West 
Indies ;  and  though  the  force  which  the  French 
had  collected  on  their  shores  might  not  be  suffi- 
cient for  an  attack  upon  England,  it  might  be  suf- 
ficient for  an  invasion  and  subjugation  of  this 
country,  and  by  that  means  effectually  cut  off  the 
resources  of  Great  Britain.  And  what  Mr.  D» 
asked,  was  to  prevent  this  measure  from  taking 
place  ?  All  agree  that  the  British  navy  might,  a 
that  nation  were  disposed  to  do  so,  prevent  it.  ^at 
are  gentlemen  willing  to  depend  upon  the  British 
navy  for  protection;  a  nation,  whom,  it  is  fre- 
quently said,  would  rejoice  in  our  destruction ;  a 
nation,  whose  animosities  against  us  are  very 
great ;  and  who,  according  to  the  doctrine  of  some 
gentlemen,  consider  us  as  the  greatest  rivals.  He 
believed  for  himself,  that  we  ought  not  to  repose 
any  confidence  in  Great  Britain,  or  any  other  na- 
tion. He  believed  the  time  was  arrived  when  we 
ought  to  take  measures  for  our  own  security. 

if,  said  Mr.  D.,  there  be  any  disposition  on  the 
|Mirt  of  the  British  nation  to  conciliate  the  affec- 
tions of  this  nation,  with  a  view  of  drawing  us 
into  an  alliance  witn  her,  he  asked  in  what  waj 
it  might  be  most  effectually  done  ?  If  Great  Bri- 
tain calculated  on  our  friendship,  it  must  be  in  pro- 
portion to  our  enmity  with  France,  and  she  will 
be  glad  to  do  anvthing,  or  suffer  anything  to  be 
done^  which  shall  have  a  tendency  to  produce  that 
enmity.  And  how  could  this  be  more  effectually 
done  than  by  suffering  a  few  French  ships, 
with  thirty  or  forty  thousand  men,  to  come  out 
and  invade  this  country  ?  Such  an  event  could 
not  fail  to  excite  the  bitterest  animosity  against 
the  French  nation,  which  would  be  equivalent  to  a 
friendship  for  Britain. 

If  he  thought,  with  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania, that  an  invasion  from  Europe  was  a 
mere  bugbear,  or  phantom,  and  that  it  was  raised 
merely  with  a  view  of  getting  a  standing  army, 
to  increase  the  power  of  the  Executive,  he  should 
not  have  made  use  of  many  of  the  arguments  which 
that  gentleman  had  used.  He  had  not  been  spar-* 
ing  in  his  descriptions  of  the  horrors  and  calamities 
of  war ;  he  had  painted  them  in  the  most  striking 
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colors.  And  why  has  he  done  this  ?  If  there  be 
BO  danger  of  iayasioa  ;  if  there  be  no  danger  of 
oar  comoiercial  resources  being  deranged ;  if  small 
predatory  incursions  can  only  be  expected  upon 
our  territory;  if  our  duties  on  imposts  and  tonnage 
will  increase,  no  direct  tax  can  be  necessary  to 
support  the  deficiencies  of  our  revenue,  and  all  the 
hideous  pictures  which  the  gentleman  has  drawn 
about  the  calamities  of  war,  must  vanish  into  air. 
It  was  because  he  apprehended  an  invasion,  and 
a  consequent  diminution  of  our  resources,  that  he 
(Mr.  D.)  had  supported  measures  of  defence  and 
of  revenue  to  meet  the  expense  of  those  measures. 
Was  it  in  order  to  prevent  little  predatory  incur- 
sions, which  our  militia  would  be  able  to  repel, 
that  we  have  so  long  forborne  to  protect  our  com- 
mercial rights  ?  Was  it  for  this  that  we  were  told, 
we  had  better  submit  to  partial  lasses;  that  we 
had  better  give  up  the  whole  of  our  commerce, 
than  provoke  a  war  ?  Was  this  the  sort  of  war  of 
which  the  gentleman  was  so  much  afraid  ?  Was 
this  the  danger,  to  avoid  which,  it  was  proposed  to 
give  up  the  whole  of  our  carrying  trade  to  a  na- 
tion s^inst  which  gentlemen  nave  so  great  an  en- 
mity 7  Certainly  not. 

But  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  tells  the 
committee,  that,  though  he  is  a^inst  raising  an 
army  at  present,  if  the  territory  should  be  invaded, 
he  would  then  not  be  for  raisii^  a  partial  army,  but 
an  arai.y  adequate  to  our  de^ce.  The  gentle- 
man may  believe  this  at  present ;  he  would  not 
say  that  he  had  not  confidence  in  the  declaration; 
but  his  experience  of  that  gentleman's  mode 
of  creeping  out  of  any  promises  which  he  had 
made,  induced  him  to  believe,  that  if  a  foreign 
army  was  in  the  heart  of  the  country,  he  would 
still  find  some  arguments  against  raising  a  stand- 
ing army. 

Qentlemen  continually  insist  upon  it,  that,  unor- 
ganized and  undisciplined  as  they  are,  our  militia 
are  able  to  defend  us  against  the  most  powerful 
army  that  can  be  brought  against  us.  So  great  is 
their  objection  to  a  standing  army,  and  their  ap- 
prehension of  Executive  patronage,  that  they  are 
afraid  of  even  raisins^  ten  thousand  men,  lest  they 
should  destroy  the  liberties  of  the  people,  in  spite 
of  all  the  militia  in  the  country. 

Mr.  D.  concluded  by  sayins^,  that  there  was  great 
danger  in  conceiving  ourselves  too  secure.  He 
believed  we  had  resources  which,  if  called  forth, 
would  enable  us  to  defend  ourselves  against  the 
world ;  but  if  we  declined  to  use  them,  and  rely 
for  defence  upon  a  disorganized  militia,  this  se- 
curity might  be  fatal  to  us.  Indeed  all  the  argu- 
ments of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  went 
to  show  rather  an  extreme  jealousy  of  our  own 
Gtovemmeot  than  any  apprehension  from  a  foreign 
foe.  He  hoped,  therefore,  the  motion  would  be  ne- 
gatived. 

Mr.  Brooks  hoped  the  motion  would  not  pre- 
vail, for,  as  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  has 
declared  that  he  is  against  the  bill  altogether,  it 
might  be  expected  that  he  would  do  all  in  nis 
power  to  make  it  ineffectual.  The  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania  has  said,  that  there  is  not  the 
least  danger  of  war,  and  therefore  it, is  not  neoet- 
5th  Con.  —54 


sary  to  raise  ten  thousand  men.  He  was  a  litde 
surprised,  after  that  gentleman  had  declared,  day 
after  day,  that  if  such  and  such  measures  were 
taken  they  would  involve  the  country  in  war, 
and  those  measures  had  been  agreed  upon,  that  he 
should  now  say  there  is  no  danger  of  war.  He 
says,  that  France  can  have  no  idea  of  subjugating 
a  country  so  capable  of  defence  as  we  are ;  but  the 
gentleman  seemed  to  have  forgotten  what  had  been 
said  about  the  division  of  opinion  in  this  countrVj 
upon  which  he  supposed  the  French  i^incipaily 
relied.  He  hoped  France  was  mistaken  in  her  ex- 
pectations on  this  subject ;  yet,  if  she  only  sent 
ten  thousand  men  a|[ainst  us,  he  should  wish  the 
country  to  be  in  a  situation  to  receive  them.  If 
France  was  persuaded,  that  the  moment  her  stand- 
ard was  erected  on  our  shores,  one  half  the  people 
would  flock  to  it,  she  might  be  induced  to  send  out 
an  army  against  us ;  and  if  so,  he  wished  to  have 
ten  thousand  men,  in  aid  of  our  militia,  to  meet 
them.  He  supposed  the  most  effectual  way  of  pre- 
venting any  attack  was  to  show  ourselves  rc«dy 
to  resist  it  whenever  it  comes. 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  was  most 
fruitful  in  resources.  When  he  is  defeated  in  one 
point,  he  takes  up  another,  and  meets  you  on  every 
side.  But  amongst  all  tne  extraordinary  things 
he  said,  was,  that  because  the  French  had  different 
habits,  and  spoke  a  different  language  from  the 
people  of  this  countryj  they  were  not  likely  to  ob- 
tain any  permanent  interest  here.  He  did  not 
think  there  was  any  weight  in  this  remark :  he  did 
not  think  the  French  manners  and  the  French 
language  were  so  very  obnoxious  to  the  people  of 
this  country  as  they  were  represented ;  he  believed 
the  difference  between  the  gentleman  himself  and 
those  manners  and  that  language,  would  not  be 
found  very  ^reat. 

Mr.  B.  said,  he  would  not  detain  the  committee 
longer,  because  he  was  confident  the  motion  would 
not  be  agreed  to.  He  had  himself  been  always  in 
favor  of  raising  twenty  thousand  men,  but  upon 
the  select  committee  he  was  induced  to  agree  to 
ten  thousand, from  the  consideration  that  the  Pred- 
dent  would  have  the  power  of  calling  out  and 
organizing  twenty  thousand  militia. 

Mr.  Macon  said,  if  gentlemen  were  det^mined 
to  have  war  at  any  rate,  they  had  better  bring 
forward  at  once  a  proposition  to  that  effect ;  but 
whilst  we  are  in  possession  of  peace,  and  there  is 
no  proposition  to  break  it,  he  wished  to  act  as  in  a 
state  of  peace.  Qentlemen  had  spoken  of  the  true 
touchstone,  and  of  parties ;  the  true  distinction  of 
party  in  that  House^seemed  to  be,  that  certain  gen- 
tlemen are  determined  to  take  every  means  which 
leads  to  expense  and  patronage,  and  others  are  as 
determined  in  opposing  that  expense  and  that  pa- 
tronage. He  believed  this  was  in  Congress  the 
true  criterion  of  party.  Therefore,  when  augment- 
ations of  our  military  force  were  contemplated,  it 
was  shown  to  the  House  where  they  were  to  be 
employed,  and  the  propriety  of  the' increase  was 
tested  oy  the  necessity  which  was  shown  for  them ; 
but  now,  because  the  French  Government,  or 
somebody  for  them,  has  said  some  foolish  thiaga, 
an  army  is  to  be  raised,  without  saying  how,  or 
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where  it  is  to  be  employed.  Is  there,  said  Mr.  M., 
a  man  ia  the  country,  who  is  not  blinded  by  party 
•pirit,  who  can  believe  that  the  French  Govern- 
ment knew  any  thing  of  the  unauthorized  conver- 
sations held  with  our  Commissioners  in  Paris  ?  Is 
(here  an  American  who  believes  that  one  half  the 
people  of  this  country  are  devoted  to  France  ?  It 
could  not  be  believea. 

If  the  people  of  Charleston,  or  any  other  place, 
.  think  themselves  in  danger,  he  was  willing  to  let 
them  have  as  manv  troops  as  they  asked  for ;  but, 
fts  had  been  stated,  5,000  were  a  greater  number 
than  had  been  shown  to  be  necessary.  He  yns 
opposed  to  the  bill  altogether,  as  he  saw  no  neces- 
sity for  it.  He  believed  if  any  nation  chose  to 
make  an  attempt  to  land  men  in  this  country,  the 
militia  would  be  able  to  kill  them  as  fast  as  they 
could  be  brought.  He  hoped  never  a^ain  to  see 
what  he  saw  in  the  late  war — American  armed 
against  American.  If  ever  we  were  again  called 
to  arms,  he  trusted  there  would  be  but  one  senti- 
ment in  America,  as  to  the  propriety  or  justice  of 
the  cause  in  whicn  we  fight. 

Qentlemen  talked  loudly  about  the  independ- 
ence of  the  country,  as  if  they  were  the  sole  guar- 
dians of  it.  Could  it  be  supposed  that  men  who 
had  fought  to  gain  that  independence  would  now 
be  more  willing  than  thev  who  had  taken  no  part 
in  the  contest,  to  relinquisn  the  prize  to  any  nauon? 
It  could  not  be  supposed.  Nor  could  he  believe 
with  the  gentlemen  from  New  Jersey  (Mr.  Day- 
ton) that  the  Army  of  England  could  be  intended 
for  this  country.  He  understood  that  army  was 
proposed  to  be  sent  over  to  England  in  open  ooats, 
which  gentlemen  would  not  contend  could  bring 
them  hither.  He  believed  that  it  was  not  proper 
on  this,  or  on  any  occasion,  where  danger  was  ap- 
prehended, to 'show  a  distrust  of  our  countrymen, 
from  any  difference  of  political  opinion  which 
may  exist  amongst  them;  for,  whatever  may  be 
their  variance  in  that  respect,  whenever  an  ene- 
my appears,  they  will  unite  in  repelling  him.  As 
to  what  had  been  said  about  the  subluxation  of 
this  country,  it  was  idle.  He  did  not  believe  that 
all  the  Powers  of  Europe  united  could  subjugate 
the  United  States.  He  should  be  in  favor  of  five 
thousand  men.  because  they  would  only  cost  half 
the  expense  or  ten  thousana. 

The  question  for  striking  out  twenty  thousand  to 
insert  five  thousand,  was  put  and  negatived— 47 
to  41. 

The  question  now  returned  upon  striking  out 
twenty  tnousand  to  insert  ten  thousand. 

Mr.  N.  Smith  hoped  this  amendment  would 
not  be  agreed  to.  It  was  contemplated,  when  this 
reduction  was  proposed,  that  the  power  should  be 
.  given  to  the  President  for  three  years ;  but  it  was 
now  restricted  to  the  recess  of  Congress.  He  did 
not  himself  think  that  at  present  there  was  any 
danger  of  an  invasion,  nor  did  be  believe  that  im- 
minent danger  of  an  invasion  would  exist,  whilst 
the  war  continued  between  France  and  England ; 
but,  whenever  a  peace  shall  take  place  lietween 
those  two  Powers,  the  question  ought  then  to  be 
taken  whether  this  country  ought  not  immediately 
^  into  preparations  for  war ;  and  if  Congress 


were  not  in  session  at  the  time,  the  President 
ought  to  have  the  power  of  determining  this  ques- 
tion. It  will  depend  on  several  circumstances; 
on  what  kind  or  peace  was  made ;  upon  what 
ground  parties  stood  when  peace  was  made;  on 
the  situation  of  France  at  the  time ;  on  what  kind 
of  men  are  in  power;  on  the  situation  of  this 
country  ;  on  what  is  the  state  of  parties  here  at 
the  time ;  what  is  the  number  of  those  who  are 
opposed  to  the  Gk>yemment ;  how  many  there  are 
of  those  who  wish  to  lull  tiie  rest  to  sleep;  and 
what  is  the  amount  of  spies  in  the  country.  All 
these  will  be  important  considerations  to  be  decid- 
ed at  the  time,  and  if  it  shall  then  appear  that  im- 
minent danger  does  exist,  will  twenty  thousand 
men  be  to  large  a  number  to  raise  1  He  beliered 
not. 

Another  consideration  of  ^eat  importance  was, 
the  language  which  the  House  would  hold  to 
Europe  in  adopting  this  amendment.  It  is  said, 
that  in  case  of  mvasion,  war,  of  imminent  danger, 
twenty  thousand  men  will  be  too  many  to  be 
raised ;  we  will  only  raise  ten  thousand.  He  did 
not  think  such  language  the  most  proper  on  such 
an  occasion. 

If  the  French  invade  this  country,  it  must  be 
with  a  view  to  subjugate  it ;  and  if  so.  it  must  be" 
done  through  the  medium  of  a  revolution ;  and 
if  the  state  of  parties  at  the  time  authorizes  an 
expectation  of  success,  we  may  expect  them  here. 
And  though  he  believed,  with  other  gentlemen  on 
this  floor,  that  there  is  no  danger  of  an  invasion  at 
present,  it  was  because  he  believed  the  opinions 
frequently  expressed  in  this  House  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania  and  others,  were  not  very 
prevalent  out  of  doors.  If  they  were,  he  should 
count  upon  nothing  less  than  revolution  and 
subjection.  To  provide  for  the  raising  of  less 
than  twenty  thousand  men,  would,  in  his  opinion, 
rather  invite  attack,  than  serve  to  repel  it ;  and  as 
the  men  would  not  be  raised,  except  they  were 
wanted,  there  could  be  no  reasonable  hesitation 
about  the  matter. 

The  question  for  striking  out  twenty  thousand, 
and  inserting  ten  thousand,  was  put  and  carried, 
54  votes  being  in  favor  of  it. 

The  question  next  came  up  on  agreeing  to  the 
section  proposed  by  the  select  committee,  for  au- 
thorizing the  President,  from  time  to  time,  as  he 
shall  deem  it  necessary,  to  call  forth  in  rotation 
such  portion,  not  exceeding  at  any  one  time  the 
number  of  twenty  thousand  men  of  the  detach- 
ments of  the  United  States,  authorized  by  the  act 
of  the  24th  of  June  last,  as  may  be  conveniently 
mustered  together,  and  cause  them  to  be  traiaea 
and  disciplined  by  their  proper  officers,  either  in 
their  respective  States,  or  m  one  corps,  to  be  drawn 
from  two  or  more  adjoining  States,  for  a  term  not 

exceeding ;  for  which  time  the  officers  and 

men  shtdl  be  considered  as  in  actual  service  and 
be  paid  and  governed  accordingly. 

After  some  discussion,  in  which  Constitutional 
objections  were  urged  against  this  provbion,  the 
committee  rose  without  taking  a  question  upon  it, 
and  the  House  adjourned  till  Monday. 
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Monday,  May  14. 

Mr.  J.  Williams,  from  the  committee  appointed 
for  the  purpose,  reported  a  bill  to  amend  and  re- 
peal in  part  the  act  more  effectually  to  provide  for 
the  national  defence,  and  establishing  a  uniform 
militia  throughout  the  United  States ;  which  was 
twice  read  and  committed. 

The  Speaker  laid,  before  the  House  the  accounts 
of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  of  the  re- 
eeipts  and  eipenditures  for  the  quarter  ending  the 
31st  of  March  last,  which  was  ordeed  to  be  printed. 

LEAVE  OP  ABSENCE  TO  MR-FINDLEY. 

Mr.  FiNDLEY  said,  the  situation  of  his  family 
laid  him  under  the  necessity  of  asking  leave  of 
absence  for  the  remainder  of  the  session.  He  said, 
he  should  have  asked  this  leave  some  time  affo,  if  it 
kad  not  been  for  the  notice  which  the  genQeman 
from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  Harper)  gave  some 
weeks  since,  that  he  meant  to  accuse  him  at  the  bar 
of  the  House,  on  account  of  a  letter  of  his  which 
he  (Mr.  H.)  referred  to.  He  did  not  know  precisely 
the  letter  spoken  of.  He  had  seen  a  letter  in  one 
of  the  papers  of  the  city  with  his  name  to  it,  which 
he  was  neither  prepared  to  acknowledge  nor  deny. 
But,  in  order  to  give  the  gentleman  time  to  bring 
this  uiatter  forward,  if  he  shall  think  proper,  he 
would  ask  leave  after  Friday  next.  As  to  the 
manner  in  which  tbat  gentleman  had  introduced 
this  business,  he  should  sa]^  nothing.  He  was  not 
afraid  of  suffering  in  public  estimation  from  any- 
thing which  that  gentleman  might  say  of  him. 

Mr.  Harper  had  no  objection  to  the  gentleman's 
havinff  leave  after  the  day  he  had  mentioned,  or 
any  oUier.  As  to  the  charge,  he  had  mentioned 
as  his  intention  to  bring  forward  against  that  gen- 
tleman, it  required  some  time  to  collect  the  neces- 
.sary  evidence  to  support  it ;  and  he  also  stated, 
when  he  introduced  the  subject^  that  it  was  not  his 
intention  to  interrupt  the  public  business  with  it. 
He  had  received  the  necessary  testimony,  and  as 
soon  as  the  House  had  passed  on  all  the  public 
measures  before  it,  if  the  geatleman  was  then  in 
liis  seat,  he  should  bring  the  matter  forward.  If 
not.  he  should,  of  course,  take  no  farther  notice 
of  It. 

Mr.  FiNDLBY  did  not  know  whether  motions  of 
this  kind  were  in  order ;  if  they  were,  the  House 
might  expect  them  frequentlv  to  be  made.  If  the 
subject  was  brought  before  tne  House,  thev  would 
judge  whether  it  was  poper  for  their  aelibera- 
tion,  or  not,  and  what  kmd  of  testimony  would  be 
sufficient  to  substantiate  the  charge.  He  had  never 
asked  leave  of  absence  from  his  duty  since  he 
came  into  the  public  service  before  last  Summer, 
when  the  situation  of  his  family  made  it  necessa- 
ry ;  he  was  sorry  that  the  same  cause  called  him 
home  at  present. 

Leave  was  granted. 

PROVISIONAL  ARMF. 
The  House  affain  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  authorizing 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to  raise  a  pro- 
Tisional  army ;  when,  the  question  being  put  on 
the  section  providing  for  the  calling  out  20,000 


militia,  at  a  time  to  be  trained  and  disciplined,  it 
was  negatived,  there  being  only  11  votes  for  it. 

This  section  was  obiected  to  on  the  ground  that 
the  Constitution  has  placed  the  training  and  dis- 
ciplining of  the  militia  in  the  several  States,  and 
that  Congress  had  power  only  "to  provide  for 
calling  forth  the  militia  to  execute  the  laws  of  the 
Union^  Suppress  insurrections,  and  repel  invasion; 
reserving  to  the  States  respectively^  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  officers,  and  the  authonty  of  training 
the  militia  according  to  the  discipline  prescribed 
by  Congress." 

The  two  next  sections  recommended  by  the  se- 
lect committee  were  agreed  to  as  follows,  with 
very  few  observations  upon  them : 

<*  That  it  shall  be  lawM  for  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  at  his  discretion,  upon  the  request  of  any 
military  corps  established  by  law  in  any  State,  ditposed 
to  inform  them^lves  in  the  use  of  artillery,  or  of  the 
Executive  of  any  State,  in  behalf  of  such  corps,  to  suffn 
to  be  loaned  to  them  such  pieces,  not  exceeding  two 
to  any  one  corps,  of  the  field  artillery  of  the  United 
States,  as  may  be  most  conveniently  sparad ;  to  be  taken, 
removed,  and  returned,  at  the  expense  of  the  party  re- 
questing, who  are  to  be  accountable  lor  the  same,  and 
to  give  receipts  accordingly." 

'*That  the  President  of  the  United  States  shall  be, 
mnd  he  is  hereby,  authorized,  when  under  his  orders  any 
portion  of  the  militia,  or  any  volunteer  corps,  shall  bd 
called  forth  and  engaged  in  the  actual  service  of  the 
United  States,  to  suffer  to  be  loaned,  at  the  request  of 
the  Executive  of  the  State  from  which  such  militia  shall 
be  called  forth,  or  of  such  volunteer  corps  appearing  to 
be  unavoidably  deficient,  a  supply  of  field  artillery, 
arms,  and  accoutrements,  from  the  arsenals  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  as  the  case  may  require  ;  proper  receipts  and 
security  being  given,  to  be  accountable  to  return  the 
same,  the  accidents  of  the  service  excepted." 

The*  next  section,  recommended  to  be  adopted, 
was  the  following : 

"That  the  President  of  the  United  States  shall  be, 
and  he  is  hereby,  auAorized,  to  cause  to  be  purchased 
and  procured  a  quantity  of  cape,  swords  or  sabres,  and 
pistols  with  holsters,  not  exceeding  what  may  be  suffi- 
cient for  four  thousand  cavalry,  and  to  be  deposited  in 
the  parts  oi  the  United  States  where  he  shall  deem  it 
most  convenient,  for  the  supply  of  any  coipe  of  ecvalrj 
which  shall  be  called  into  actual  service  of  the  United 
Stotes,  and  which  the  President  of  the  United  States 
may  loan  upon  the  terms  and  the  like  receipts,  to  be  ac- 
countable, as  hereinbefore  provided.  And  for  this  pur* 
pose,  and  towards  defraying  the  expenses  which  may 
be  necessarily  incurred  before  the  next  session  of  Con- 
gress, in  executing  the  other  purposes  of  this  act,  a  sum 
not  exceeding  —  dollars  shall  be,  and  is  hereby,  ap- 
propriated, and  shall  and  may  be  paid  at  the  Treasury, 
under  the  orders  of  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
out  of  any  money  not  already  appropriated." 

Mr.  Sbwall  moved  to  fill  the  blank  in  this  sec- 
tion with  $200,000.  He  supposed  $50,000  Or 
$60,000  would  be  sufficient  for  purchasing  the  ac- 
coutrements mentioned  ^  the  remaining  $140,000 
or  $150,000  would  be  ready  in  the  Treasury  in 
case  of  emergency,  for  the  other  purposes  of  the 
act.  This  mode  of  proceeding  was  objected  to. 
It  was  thought  by  some  that  it  would  be  best  to 
appropriate  only  for  the  purchaae^f  the  ariiclea 
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specified,  and  provide  for  the  whole  exi^ense  of 
carrying  the  act  into  effect  in  one  sum,  either  in 
this  law  or  some  other ;  but  it  was  finally  carried 
as  it  stands,  and  the  blank  was  filled  with  200,000 
dollars. 

The  last  additional  section  proposed  for  exempt- 
ing private  soldiers  from  arrest  for  debt^  or  con- 
tract, during  their  term  of  service,  was  then 
agreed  to. 

The  original  bill  itself  was  now  returned  to,  and 
the  first  and  second  sections  having  been  agreed 
to.  the  third,  which  was  in  the  following  words, 
came  under  view : 

"  That,  in  addition  to  the  aforesaid  number  of  troops* 
the  President  is  hereby  empowered,  if  in  his  opinion  ihe 
public  interest  shall  require,  to  accept  of  any  company 
or  companies  of  volunteers,  either  of  artillery,  cavafay, 
or  infantry,  who  may  associate  and  offer  themselves  for 
the  service,  who  shall  be  armed,  clothed,  and  equipped, 
at  their  6wn  expense,  and  whose  commissioned  officers 
the  President  is  hereby  authorized  to  appoint;  who 
■hall  be  liable  to  be  called  upon  to  do  military  duty  at 
any  time  the  President  shall  judge  proper ;  and,  when 
called  into  actual  service,  and  while  remaining  in  the 
•■me,  shall  be  under  the  same  rules  and  regulattons, 
and  shall  be  entitled  to  the  same  pay,  rations,  forage, 
and  emoluments  of  every  kind,  excepting  bounty  and 
clothing,  as  the  other  troops  to  be  raised  by  this  act : 
Ptooidedf  Such  volunteers  shall  not  be  liable  to  do  duty 
m  any  place,  but  in  the  States  to  which  they  respect- 
ively belong,  or  in  an  adjacent  State." 

Mr.  Harrison  moved  to  strike  out  the  wordsj 
''and  whose  commissioned  ofiicers  the  President 
is  hereby  authorized  to  appoint."  As  he  supposed 
these  volimteers  would  be  considered  in  the  light 
of  militia,  as  they  would  be  included  in  the  census 
of  citizenship ;  and  if  so,  it  would  be  unconstitu- 
tional for  the  President  to  appoint  the  ofiicers,  as 
their  appointment  was  exclusively  vested  in  the 
individual  States.  A  further  reason  induced  him 
to  this  amendment.  The  President,  it  is  well 
known,  is  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  militia 
when  they  are  called  out;  but  he  would  not  be 
commander  of  these  corps,  except  called  into  the 
field. 

Mr.  Varnum  moved  to  strike  out  the  whole 
toetion.    It  appeared  to  him  that  permitting  voi- 
latteers  to  arrange  themselves  in  separate  compa- 
nies would  have  a  bad  effect  upon  the  militia  ;  for 
as  they  would  chiefly  be  the  most  sprightly  young 
ttien  who  entered  into  the  volunteer  corps,  there 
will  be  less  spirit  left  in  the  remainder  of  the  mill-  i 
tia  to  perfect  themselves  in  military  discipline.  I 
He  knew  that  the  introduction  of  volunteer  corps  | 
into  the  militia  of  Massachusetts  was  thought  to  | 
have  produced  a  bad  effect.    Many  of  them  have  j 
been  discharged^  and  he  believed  they  went  into  | 
the  corps  to  which  they  belonged  as  regular  mili-  I 
tikmen.    Besides,  he  thought  there  was  a  privi- 1 
lege  granted  to  these  men  which  ought  not  to  be  ' 
granted  to  any  citizen  of  the  United  States.  They  i 
are  not  liable  to  do  duty  in  any  place  but  in  the  | 
State  to  which  they  belong,  or  an  adjacent  State; 
and  the  President  was  authorized  to  accept  of 
Ihese  volunteer  corps  to  any  amount.  What  would 
be  the  consequence?    The  greatest  part  of  the 


militia  would  join  these  corps,  and  by  that  means 
be  excused  from  duty,  except  in  their  own  or  an 
adjoining  State.  This  could  not  be  proper.  He 
looked  upon  it  as  injurious  to  the  citizens  at  larse^ 
for  any  class  to  be  thus  exonerated  from  duty.  He 
thought  it  directly  in  the  face  of  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States.  [Mr.  V.  read  the  Constitu- 
tional provision  in  respect  to  the  militia.]  Mr.  V. 
supposed  these  volunteers  could  not  becaliedany- 
thmg  else  but  militia.  They  could  not  be  looked 
upon  as  a  part  of  the  army ;  no  standing  force 
would  ever  nave  the  privileges  granted  to  these 
volunteers.  Mr.  V.  hoped  the  time  was  net  come 
when  it  would  be  thought  necessary  to  violate 
the  Constitution  in  order  to  raise  up  a  defence  for 
the  country. 

Mr.  Sumter  seconded  the  motion  for  striking 
out  the  whole  section.  He  took  it  for  granted 
that  when  gentlemen  compared  this  provision 
with  the  Constitution,  its  impropriety  would  ap- 
pear. Nothing  was  more  clear  than  that  the 
appointment  of  the  officers  of  the  militia  is  vested 
in  the  State,  and  he  was  surprised  that  an  attempt 
like  the  present  should  be  made  to  violate  so  clear 
a  provision  of  the  Constitution.  Without  enter- 
ing at  large  into  the  subject,  he  trusted  that  it 
would  at  once  appear  so  flagrant  a  breach  of  the 
rights  of  the  individual  States,  as  not  to  be  coun- 
tenanced by  any  member  of  the  committee. 

Mr.  Dana  observed,  that  the  gentleman  who 
had  just  sat  down  had  supposed  that  this  section 
was  so  violent  a  breach  of  the  Constitution,  that 
no  one  would  be  found  to  support  it.  He  should, 
however,  be  in  favor  of  it,  because  he  did  not 
believe  it  violated  any  rule  of  the  Constitution  ; 
and  the  reason  why  he  did  not  think  so  was,  that 
he  could  not  consider  these  volunteer  corps  as  a 
part  of  the  militia.  If  there  be  any  characteristic 
marks  by  which  to  distinguish  a  militia  from 
regulars,  it  is  that  the  former  are  compelled  to 
serve,  and  the  latter  enter  voluntarily  into  the 
service.  This  bill  provides  that  the  President,  if 
the  public  interest  snail  require  it,  shall  accept  of 
any  company  of  volunteers  who  may  offer  them- 
selves, armed,  clothed  and  equipped,  at  their  own 
expense,  and  therefore  they  could  not  be  consi- 
dered as  militia. 

These  volunteer  corps,  until  called  into  the 
field,  will  receive  no  r»y,  but  they  will  learn  the 
military  exercise  and  discipline,  and  surely  ^ntle- 
men  will  not  consider  the  Constitution  violated 
because  these  persons  choose  to  perform  this  pre- 
vious service  without  pay.  These  corps  wouM 
clearly  be  enlisted  into  the  public  service  when- 
ever they  made  an  offer  of  themselves,  and  that 
offer  was  accepted ;  but  because  they  clothe  and 
equip  themselves,  and  receive  no  pay  except  when 
called  into  service,  certain  privileges  are  proposed 
to  be  allowed  to  tnem  which  are  not  allowed  to 
other  soldiers.  This  he  thought  fair,  as  these 
volunteer  corps  would  furnish  an  army  in  readi- 
ness for  any  emergency,  and  without  expense 
until  the  emergency  arrives. 

But  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  sup- 
poses that  the  admission  of  these  corps  will  ope- 
rate an  injury  to  the  militia,  by^  taking  from  it 
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those  youDg  men  who  are  best  qualified  to  make 
good  soldiers.  This  objection^  Mr.  D.  said,  was 
coDtrary  to  experience  both  in  the  militia  and 
army,  where  volunteer  corps  have  been  admitted. 
Instead  of  injuring  the  militia,  he  believed  it 
would  be  the  means  of  transfusing  a  military 
ardor  into  them  from  seeing  it  exist  in  these 
corps,  as  ihey  would  be  unwilling  to  be  outdone 
in  skill  and  discipline  by  the  volunteer  cdrps.  It 
would  not  injure  a  good  militia,  and  it  migDt  im- 
prove a  bad  one. 

If  there  be  militia  volunteer  corps,  well  disci- 
plined and  commanded,  who  choose  to  make  an 
offer  of  their  service  to  the  President,  they  will 
be  accepted,  and  when  called  into  the  field,  they 
would  De  considered  as  in  the'service  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.  But  if  there  be  other  companies  of 
militia  who  would  wish  to  make  an  offer  of  their 
service,  but  who  have  no  confidence  in  their  offi- 
cers, it  would  be  proper  that  the  President  should 
give  them  other  and  better  officers. 

Mr.  McDo¥r£LJL  said,  that  the  gentleman  last 
op  had  observed,  that  to  admit  these  men  in  the 
way  proposed,  would  not  be  a  violation  of  the 
Constitution,  because  they  are  volunteer  corps. 
What  was  meant  he  did  not  clearly  understand. 
He  thought  it  was  a  violation  or  the  express 
wordsj  and  more  particularly  of  the  spirit  or  tht; 
Constitution.  It  was  declared  expressly  in  the 
Constitution,  that  the  officers  of  the  militia  should 
be  appointed  by  the  several  States,  and  these  men 
could  not  be  considered  any  other  than  militia, 
until  they  were  enlisted  into  the  service  of  the 
United  States. 

Mr.  McD.  was  certain^  that  drawing  the  active 
Toung  men  from  the  militia  into  these  corps  would 
nave  the  bad  effect  which  had  been  mentioned ; 
besides,  that  it  would  break  in  upon  brigades  and 
divisions  in  a  manner  which  would  create  freat 
inconvenience,  and  destroy  the  good  order  of  the 
militia. 

Mr.  Harper  did  not  think  it  necessary  to  go 
into  any  lengthy  arguments  to  refute  the  Consti- 
tutional objection  which  had  been  made.  This 
rested  upon  a  matter  of  fact,  viz :  whether  these 
voluntary  corps  were  to  be  considered  as  militia 
or  regular  troops.  If  they  are  militia,  it  is  cer- 
tain the  President  cannot  appoint  the  officers ;  if 
they  are  regulars,  he  certainly  can. 

Mr.  Mo£>owELL  asked  where  the  gentleman 
would  show  the  enlistment? 

The  distinct  property  of  militia  is  this,  said 
Mr.  Harper.  They  are  obliged  to  perform  mili- 
tary duty,  while  the  service  to  be  performed  by 
these  volunteers  was  an  act  of  their  own.  These 
Tolunteers,  then,  are  to  be  considered  as  regular 
troops.  But  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina 
askcMl  where  he  found  the  enlistment.  It  was  true 
he  did  not  find  the  word^  but  he  found  the  thin^. 
They  offered  their  service  to  the  President  m 
Bumbers,  and  it  made  no  difference  in  fact  whether 
the  offer  of  service  was  thus  made,  or  individually. 
What  is  an  enlistment?  It  is  an  engagement  to 
perform  military  service  for  a  limited  time.  This 
these  volunteers  would  engage,  and  their  making 
Ihe  engagement  m  a  body  wouJfd  not  be  less  efliect- 


ual  than  if  they  were  to  doit  individually.  When 
soldiers  are  enlisted  in  the  usual  way,  they  receive 
bounty,  clothes,  and  equipments,  and  immediate 
pay.  These  volunteers  are  to  receive  none  of 
these,  but  only  pay  when  in  actual  service,  and 
therefore  it  is  provided  they  shall  not  be  called 
out  of  their  own  State,  except  to  an  adjoining 
State ;  that  they  shall  choose  their  own  officers, 
.and  that  those  officers  shall  be  appointed  by  the 
President.  And  would  any  gentleman  say  that 
the  United  States  have  not  a  right  to  make  a  con-  * 
tract  with  men  in  this  way  ?  He  believed  they 
could  not  seriously  say  so.  Will  these  volunteers 
be  less  soldiers  on  account  of  the  different  terms 
upon  which  they  are  engaged  ?  Are  they  not  to 
be  subject  to  the  same  regulations  and  military 
command,  and  in  all  respects  te  be  treated  and 
looked  upon  as  soldiers  ?  Except  that  their  officers 
will  be  appointed  by  themselves^  and  they  are  not 
to  be  marched  beyond  an  adjoining  State,  they 
will  be  as  much  regular  soldiers  as  the  armies  oi 
France  or  Austria. 

But  the  eentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Harri- 
son) said  they  could  not  be  considered  as  a  part 
of  the  Army,  because  they  would  remain  citizens, 
and  be  included  in  the  census.  He  was  himselt 
mistaken  if  regular  troops  were  excluded  from 
the  census.  He  believed  the  soldier  was  as  much 
a  citizen  as  that  gentleman  or  himself.  Suppose 
the  proposed  army  of  10,000  men  were  to  be 
raised^  would  they  not  be  entitled  to  all  the  rights 
of  citizenship  to  which  they  would  have  been 
entitled  had  they  not  become  sold  iers  ?  They  cer- 
tainly would. 

As  to  the  expediency  of  the  measure,  he  should 
not  go  into  many  observations  upon  that  subject. 
It  was  said  that  the  raising  of  these  corps  would 
derange  the  militia ;  but  gentlemen  will  recollect 
that  this  is  only  a  temporary  enlistment,  and  when 
the  period  of  service  is  elapsed,  these  persons  will 
go  back  into  their  ranks  in  the  militia.  The  mili- 
tia would  be  no  more  deranged,  he  believed,  by 
the  forming  of  these  corps,  than  it  will  be  by  the 
raising  of  the  provisional  army.  And  v^ill  no 
benefit  arise  from  the  return  of  these  men  into  the 
ranks  of  the  militia  ?  Yes.  they  will  carry  with 
them  their  military  knowledge  and  experience 
which  would  be  transfused  into  the  whole  militia 
cor[)8,  and  being  well  armed  and  accoutred,  a 
spirit  of  emulation  would  be  excited  in  the  rest  oi 
the  militia  to  become  equally  so.  These  men  will 
also  be  well  fitted  to  become  officers  and  military 
instructors  in  the  militia. 

What  benefit  would  accrue  in  the  meantime  I 
The  country  would  have  the  advantage  of  a  large 
body  of  troops,  who  would  receive  no  pay  except 
in  time  of  service.  And  is  not  this  an  object 
worth  obtaining  ?  Will  those  gentlemen  who  are 
so  loud  in  their  complaints  against  expense  object 
to  the  raising  of  a  body  of  troops  without  expense? 
He  could  not  conceive  upon  what  ground  they 
could  do  this;  nor  could  he  see  why  the  United 
States  should  cast  from  them  a  voluntary  service 
of  this  kind  in  the  present  time  of  danger.  Such 
a  conduct,  he  thougnt  would  be  impropei  iaeverf 
point  of  view.  ^  j 
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Mr.  Brent  said,  the  present  was  a  very  im- 
portant question,  and  as  Ine  usual  hour  of  adjourn- 
ment had  arrived,  he  hoped  the  committee  would 
rise  and  have  leave  to  sit  a^ain. 

Mr.  Allen  hoped  not.  He  wished  the  question 
now  to  be  taken. 

The  question  on  the  committee's  rising  was  put 
and  carried — 43  to  29. 


TuEsnAY,  May  15. 

Mr.  Harrison  reported  a  bill  for  regulating  the 
compensation  of  marshals,  attorneys,  jurors,  and 
witnesses,  which  was  twice  read,  and  committed 
for  Friday. 

Mr.  Harper  reported  a  bill  laying  a  direct  tax 
on  the  United  States,  which  was  twice  read,  and 
committed  for  Monday. 

Mr.  Sew  ALL  reported  a  bill  supplementary  to, 
and  to  amend  the  act  establishing  an  uniform  rule 
of  naturalization,  and  to  repeal  the  act  heretofore 

Sssed,  which  was  twice  read,  and  committed  for 
onday. 

CAPTAIN  MAGNIEN'S  GRENADIERS. 

Mr.  JosiAH  Parker  presented  certain  resolu- 
tions of  Captain  Magnien's  company  of  grenadiers, 
at  Portsmouth,  Virginia,  expressive  of  their  opin-. 
ion  of  Government  measures,  and  of  the  present 
situation  of  things  between  this  country  and 
France. 

The  resolutions  were  read,  as  follows : 
'<At  a  meeting  of  Captain  Bernard  Magnien's  company 

of  grenadiers,  at  the  muster  ground  on  the  Commons 

of  Portsmouth,  the  6th  of  May,  1798,  the  following 

proceedings  took  place : 

'*  Whereas  we  venerate  the  *  Declaration  of  Rights 
made  by  the  representatives  of  the  good  people  of  Vir- 
ginia, assembled  in  full  and  free  convention,  on  the  6th 
day  of  May,  1776,  which  rights  do  appertain  to  them 
and  their  posterity,  as  the  basis  and  foundation  of  gov- 
ernment;' and  whereas  it  was  declared  by  the  said 
convention,  among  other  things,  'that  all  power  is 
vested  in,  and  consequently  derived  from,  the  people ; 
that  magistrates  are  their  trustees  and  servants,  and  at 
all  times  amenable  to  them :'  Wherefore,  in  conformity 
with  those  rights,  as  expressed  by  the  said  declaration, 
we,  as  freemen  and  real  citizens,  think  it  a  duty  we 
owe  to  ourselves,  our  country,  and  posterity,  to  speak 
our  sentiments  on  the  present  alarming  crisis  in  our 
affairs,  and  accordingly  we  give  it  as  our  opinion — 

**  That  we  view  with  extreme  concern  the  attempts 
that  are  evidently  making  by  men  high  in  authority, 
to  widen  the  breach  between  the  United  States  and 
tiie  French  Republic,  by  holding  up  to  the  good  people 
of  these  States  the  late  unworthy  propositions  of  cer- 
tain unauthorized  persons  at  Paris,  as  the  act  of  the 
French  Government,  when,  in  reality,  the  face  of  the 
despatches  cannot  warrant  any  such  conclusions. 

•*  That  we  cannot  but  view  the  man,  or  set  of  men, 
lis  inimical  to  the  rights  of  the  people,  and  the  sound 
principle  of  self-government,  who  shall  endeavor,  by 
any  false  coloring,  to  give  the  stamp  of  authenticity  to 
that  which  is  in  itself  extremely  doubtful  and  proble- 
matical ;  and  who  shall,  by  such  means,  strive  to  in- 
volve us  an  in  the  calamities  of  a  war  with  the  most 
powerful  Republie  on  earth. 

**  That,  without  reference  to  our  weQ  founded  com- 


plaints, or  to  occurrences  fresh  in  the  memory  of  us  all, 
nothing  can  be  more  abhorrent  to  our  feelings  than  the 
idea  of  being,  by  such  a  war,  driven  into  an  alliance 
with  a  nation  which  is  at  present  unhappily  under  the 
guidance  of  the  most  foul  and  corrupt  Government  up- 
on earth. 

^That  economy  in  the  administration  of  a  free  CUiv^ 
emment  is  absolutely  necessary  to  the  safety  and  well 
being  of  the  State,  and  therefore  such  establishment^ 
as  will  surpass  in  point  of  expense  the  pecuniary  re- 
sources of  the  country,  must  inevitably  lead  to  the  feil- 
ure  of  public  credit — to  national  banlmiptcy,  and,  con- 
sequently, to  the  destruction  of  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment, than  which  nothing,  in  our  opinion,  could  be 
more  calamitous. 

<*  That,  as  <  a  well  regulated  militia,  composed  of  the 
body  of  the  people,  trained  to  arms,  is  the  proper,  nat- 
ural, and  safe  defence  of  a  free  State,'  we  view  every 
measure  which  leads  to  the  establishment  of  standing 
armies,  and  expensive  navies,  as  contrary  to  the  spirit 
of  a  fr^  Government,  and  by  no  means  so  well  calcu- 
lated to  ward  off  foreign  insult  and  invasion,  as  to  in- 
vite domestic  subjugation,  slavery,  and  ruin. 

**  That  the  measures  taken  at  the  last  session  of  Con- 
gress for  the  defence  of  our  common  country  were  wise 
and  patriotic  Eighty  thousand  of  our  fellow-citisena 
and  brethren  of  d^e  militia  being,  in  our  judgment, 
fully  competent  to  the  defence  of  our  country  against 
any  foreign  nation  whatever. 

**  That,  in  case  of  actual  invasion  from  abroad,  or  of 
domestic  insurrection  at  home,  we  hold  it  to  be  the 
duty  of  all  good  citizens  and  militia-men  to  rally  round 
the  standard  of  Government,  and  to  defend  our  rights 
against  all  encroachments  whatever ;  and  therefore  we 
pledge  ourselves  to  appear  armed  and  accoutred  at  anj 
moment  when  our  services  shall  (for  the  purposes 
above  mentioned)  be  required. 

"  Ordered,  That  the  foregoing  proceedings  be  signed 
by  Captain  Bernard  Magnien,  and  Lieutenant  John 
Brookes,  officers  of  the  said  grenadier  company,  and  be 
forwarded  to  our  Representative  in  CongreiBs,  with  pos- 
itive instructions  for  it  to  be  laid  by  him  before  that 
body  as  the  sense  of  the  meeting. 

BERNARD  MAGNIEN,  Capt. 
JOHN  BROOKES,  Lieut" 

On  Mr.  Parker's  moving  to  refer  these  resolu- 
tions to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union, 

Mr.  SiTGREAVES  said,  if  he  had  heard  these  re- 
solutions rightly,  they  contain  a  libel  on  the  Grov- 
emment,  which  ought  not  to  be  referred. 

Mr.  J.  Parker  hoped  these  resolutions  would 
have  the  usual  reference,  although  there  might  be 
some  expressions  in  them  which  may  appear  se- 
vere upon  some  of  the  measures  of  Government, 
as  they  wind  up  in  terms  which  are  very  patriotic 
aud  worthy  or  attention,  namely:  that,  if  this 
country  shall  be  invaded  by  any  nation  whatever, 
they  would  turn  out  in  defence  of  it.  He  trusted 
they  would  have  attention  paid  them. 

Mr.  SiTGREAVES  said,  he  did  not  mean  to  go 
into  an  argument  on  this  subject,  or  to  question 
the  right  of  the  people  to  address  their  sentiments 
to  Congress;  and,  on  all  past  occasions  in  which 
the  right  has  appeared  in  some  degree  questiona- 
ble, he  had  always  voted  for  a  reference  rather 
than  make  an  objection  to  it ;  but  nothing,  he  be- 
lieved, was  more  true,  unquestionable  as  the  right 
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of  petitioa  may  be,  than  that  it  ought  to  be  exer- 
cised with  decency,  and  with  some  regard  to 
truth. 

He  did  not  desire  to  go  into  an  examination  of 
the  sentiments  contain^  in  the  resolutions  which 
had  been  read;  but  no  man,  he  thought,  could 
deny  that  they  contain  a  libel  the  most  unfound- 
ed, and  that  tney  are  expressed  in  language  the 
most  indecent  and  unwarrantable;  and,  if  the 
House  wished  to  preserve  the  right  of  an  expres- 
sion of  public  sentiment,  they  oueht  to  guard 
against  the  abuse  of  it.  He  hoped,  therefore,  they 
would  not  be  referred. 

Mr.  Thatcher  said,  these  resolutions  contained 
a  serious  charee  against  some  person  or  persons 
not  named.  It  such  person  or  persons  has  or  hare 
committed  crimes  against  the  nation,  he  or  they 
ought  to  be  punished ;  but  it  would  not  be  right 
to  give  countenance  to  charges  which  might  be 
applied  to  innocent  persons. 

Mr.  J.  Parker  was  extremely  sorry  that  any 
opposition  should  be  made  to  the  reference  of 
these  proceedings.  He  did  not  think  the  language 
was  stronger  or  more  indecent  than  that  ofsome 
other  addresses  which  had  been  received  by  the 
House.  The  most  severe  part  of  it  was  a^inst 
the  British  (Government.  He  had,  on  a  former 
occasion,  heard  the  gentleman  last  up  speak  very 
improperly  of  the  President  of  the  Executive  Di- 
rectory ol  France,  and  he  did  not  know  why 
these  i>eople  should  not  take  a  like  liberty  witn 
the  British  GJovemment,  if  they  thought  pro])er, 
though  he  acknowledged  it  was  not  right  to  give 
way  to  harsh  expressions  against  any  (Govern- 
ment. He  saw  nothing  in  these  proceedings 
which  rendered  them  unfit  to  be  examined.  If 
the  sentiments  were  not  well  founded — and  he 
believed  some  of  them  were  not — of  course,  they 
would  have  no  weight;  but  as  they  concluded 
with  saying  they  should  at  all  times  be  ready  to 
defend  the  country,  he  thought  they  ought  not  to 
be  treated  with  disrespect.  He  knew  the  subscri- 
bers, and  knew  them  to  be  worthy  and  patriotic 
citizens,  and  good  officers. 

Mr.  Brooks  could  not  agree  with  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia,  that,  t^cause  the  latter  part 
of  these  proceedinffs  were  patriotic,  it  ought  to 
^ve  currency  to  the  other.  If  so,  it  would  be 
unpossible  for  any  person  to  write  a  libel. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  says  he  is  ac- 
quainted with  the  subscribers,  and  that  they  are 
ffood  officers.  If  so^  they  ought  to  have  known 
now  to  couch  their  sentiments  in  a  respectful 
manner.  It  was  a  little  extraordinary  that  people 
should  take  this  mode  of  traducing  persons  high 
in  office.  Every  man  must  know  who  was  meant. 
It  was  evident  no  other  person  could  be  meant 
than  the  President  of  the  United  States.  If  they 
think  he  has  abused  his  trust  in  the  way  insinua- 
ted, why  do  they  not  come  forward  ana  impeach 
him?  He  could  scarcely  believe  that  such  illibe- 
ral and  scandalous  abuse  could  proceed  from  any 
other  than  vicious  dispositions. 

Mr.  Brent  said,  that  all  the  j|;entlemen  who 
have  opposed  the  reference  of  this  remonstrance 
have  said  that  the  subscribers,  if  they  thought  the 


President  of  the  United  States  had  acted  impro- 
perly, ought  to  have  come  forward  and  impeached 
him.  He  had  supposed  these  gentlemen  had  not 
been  so  little  conversant  with  the  Constitution  as 
not  to  have  known  that  the  right  of  impeachment 
is  confined  solely  to  this  House.  He  had  con- 
ceived  that  addresses  of  this  kind  were  intended 
to  express  the  opinion  of  the  people  on  great  and 
important  questions,  and  that  objections  were  not 
to  be  made  to  them  on  the  ground  of  form.  He 
did  not  remember  an  instance  of  an  address  of  thi» 
kind  being  refused  a  reference.  He  believed  that, 
during  the  present  session,  addresses  bad  been  re- 
ceived fully  as  exceptionable  as  this ;  but  it  hap- 
pened that  those  sentiments  corresponded  better 
with  the  opinions  of  certain  gentlemen  of  this- 
House,  and  they  were  not,  therefore,  objected  to* 
He  recollected  that  the  House  has  been  frequentlj* 
told  in  these  addresses  of  a  French  party  in  this 
country,  who  were  ready  to  sacrifice  it.  Yet 
these  were  referred ;  but,  because  the  present  pro- 
diedines  express  opinions  unfavorable  to  the  con- 
duct of  the  Administration,  they  are  objected  to. 
If  this  was  the  way  in  which  addresses  from  the 
people  were  to  be  treated,  the  object  of  them 
would  be  entirely  destroyed,  since  none  would  be 
admitted  which  did  not  flatter  the  conduct  of  a 
majority  in  this  House. 

Mr.  Dana  asked  upon  what  principle  addresses 
were  referred?  He  supposed  it  was  that  they 
might  be  acted  upon.  The  question  was  not 
whether  the  people  had  a  right  to  send  this  ad- 
dress, but  whether  the  House  ought  to  refer  it. 
What  is  stated  in  these  proceedings  ?  An  accusa- 
tion is  brought  forward  against  persons  high  in 
authority;  it  states  the  late  despatches  from 
France  as  havine  been  improperly  held  up  to 
view  as  the  act  of  the  French  Directory — mean- 
ing, no  doubt,  to  censure  the  conduct  of  the  Presi- 
dent for  having  sent  them  to  Congress,  and  the 
Senate  for  having  published  them.  And  could 
this  House  make  charges  of  this  kind  a  basis  upon 
which  to  found  any  resolution  ?  Certainly  not. 
It  was  not  because  these  persons  have  expressed 
an  opinion  that  public  measures  have  been  wronff, 
that  their  address  is  objected. to,  but  because  it 
contains  charges  of  criipinality. 

Mr.  Brooks  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  which 
were  amed  to  be  taken. 

Mr.  Maoon  hoped  these  prpceedinffs  would  be 
referred.  This  was  the  first  instance,  ne  believed, 
where  a  reference  was  opposed  of  this  kind.  In 
the  case  of  the  British  Treaty,  addresses  had  been 
received  on  both  sides  of  the  question,  couched  in 
very  strong  terms  indeed ;  but  which,  neverthe- 
less, had  always  been  referred.  At  a  time  like 
the  present,  when  all  (pa^icularly  those  gentle- 
men who  oppose  the  reference  oi  this  address) 
believe  this  country  is  in  great  danger,  he  should 
suppose  it  would  be  imprudent  to  reject  an  ad** 
dress  from  persons  who  are  well  attached  to  the 
Government,  and  who  express  a  determination  to 
defend  it  in  every  time  ot  danger,  merely  on  the 
ground  of  etiquette;  for  he  was  persuaded  the 
subscribers  neither  intended  to  offend  this  House, 
nor  the  (government 
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trouble  the  House  again  with  the  subject,  and  the 
address  yet  lay  upon  the  table  without  being  re- 
ferred. But  yesterday  an  address  was  presented 
by  his  colleague  from  the  judges,  grand  jury,  and 
sheriff,  of  the  county  of  Bucks,  containinff  differ- 

^   ,  ^  ,  ent  sentiments,  which  was  committed  without  ob- 

might  not  be  expressed  in  very  respectful  terms,  |  jection,  though  it  was  liable  to  the  objection  urged 


The  part  of  the  country  in  which  these  persons 
reside,  is  also  a  part  in  which  their  service  may 
be  required.  Our  Constitution  guaranties  the 
right  of  the  people  to  address  their  sentiments  to 
Government,  without  defining  the  manner  in 
which  they  shall  do  it ;  and  though  this  address 


it  may,  nevertheless,  contain  some  truths  worthy 
of  consideration  ;  and,  if  it  were  not  referred,  the 
addressers  would  undoubtedly  say  that  the  House 
were  afraid  of  investigation. 

Mr.  Gallatin  said,  it  appeared  to  him  that 
gentlemen   who  opposed  the  reference  of  these 
proceedings  do  it  upon  the  ground  that  a  refer- 
ence of  a  petition  or  address  implies  an  approba- 
tion of  its  sentiments;   for  his  part,  he  always 
looked  upon  a  reference  as  a  mere  matter  of  form. 
It  was  true  that,  if  a  petition  was  worded  in  what 
was  called  indecent  language,  (about  which^  in- 
deed, there  might  be  some  difference  of  opinion,) 
it  might  be  good  ground  of  objection ;  but  the  in- 
decency must  arise  from  the  language  itself,  aiA 
not  from  any  sentiments  which  it  contains.    He 
owned  the  language  of  this  address  was  strong, 
and  some  of  its  assertions,  perhaps,  unfounded ; 
yet  he  did  not  see  that  it  was  written  in  such  a 
style  as  to  warrant  a  refusal  to  refer  it.   But  it  was 
said  that  it  would  be  improper  to  refer  this  paper, 
because  it  contains  nothing  upon  which  the  House 
could  act    Supposing  this  to  be  the  true  criterion 
by  which  to  judge  the  propriety  of  a  reference, 
which  he  did  not  allow,  three-fourths  of  the  mat- 
ter in  this  address  is  sucn  as  might  be  acted  upon. 
It  reprobates  navies  and  military  establishments, 
and  approbates  the  doctrine  of  the  militia  being 
the  true  defence  of  the  country,  and  concludes 
with  saying  whatever  may  be  tneir  private  opin- 
ions as  to  the  past  measures  of  Government,  when- 
ever an  invasion  or  insurrection  shall  take  place, 
they  will  be  among  the  first  to  defend  their  coun- 
try.   Indeed,  if  petitions  were  objected  to  on  ac- 
count of  the  manner  in  which  they  were  drawn, 
i4  would  be  necessary  to  send  out  a  form  of  peti- 
tion to  the  people,  wnen  upon  any  great  question 
their  opinion  was  wanted. 

Mr.  G.  thought  it  would  be  much  the  best 
course  to  refer  all  these  addresses,  without  a  dis- 
cussioU)  the  only  effect  of  which  was  to  give 
them  more  consequence  than  they  otherwise 
would  have,  and  unnecessarily  to  obstruct  public 
Imsiness. 

But  he  would  remark,  that  this  was  not  the  first 
lime  that  addresses  had  been  objected  to  by  gen- 
Uemen,  because  the  sentiments  which  they  con- 
tained are  disagreeable  to  them.  Two  instances 
of  this  kind  had  occurred  during  the  present  ses- 
sion. One  of  these  was  a  petition  against  the 
arming  of  merchant  vessels,  from  Cambridge,  in 
Massachusetts,  the  reference  of  which  was  only 
carried  by  two  votes ;  the  other  was  a  petition 
which  he  himself  had  presented,  from  forty-four 
ffentlemen.  members  ot  the  Pennsylvania  Legis- 
lature, which  was  objected  to,  merely  because  the 
petitioners  stated  that  thejr  were  members  of  that 
Legislature.  The  discussion  was  interrupted  by 
a  message,  and  he  did  not  think  it  necessary  to 


against  the  address  which  he  presented,  as  it  came 
from  individuals  stating  their  official  characters, 
at  the  time  they  were  doing  an  act  which  did  not 
pertain  to  their  office.  He  was  himself  in  favor 
of  the  reference,  because  he  did  not  think  it  ob- 
jectionable that  persons  should  describe  themr 
selves  in  this  way.  But  it  clearly  proved  that 
the  object  of  many  gentlemen  on  this  floor  was 
to  encourage  complimentary  addresses,  and  to 
discourage  petitions  contaimng  different  senti- 
ments. 

If  he  had  been  a  member  of  thb  company,  Mr, 
G.  said,  he  would  not  have  drawn  the  address  in 
the  way  in  which  it  appears.  If  he  had  thought 
the  opinions  correct,  his  own  ideas  of  propriety 
would  have  told  him  it  was  not  right  to  have  thus 
expressed  them.  As  to  the  matter  itself,  he  be- 
lieved the  most  objectionable  part  is  a  mere  mat- 
ter of  opinion.  They  say  that  the  propositions 
made  to  our  Commissioners  in  Paris,  were  made 
by  persons  unauthorized,;  and  that  authority  has 
been  given  to  what  appears  extremely  doubtful 
and  problematical.  So  tar  they  may  be  mistaken, 
but  they  have  a  right  to  express  their  opinion.  la 
the  next  place,  they  mention  that  they  view  with 
concern  the  attempts  making  by  men  high  in  au- 
thority to  widen  the  breach  between  the  United 
States  and  the  French  Republic,  by  imputing  to 
the  French  Government  the  criminality  of  those 
unauthorized  agents.  He  did  not  belieTe  that 
this  could  be  denied.  The  thing  was  true.  He 
did  not  allude  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States^  because  he  did  not  recollect  that  he  had 
ever  given  such  an  opinion ;  but  ffentlemon  oq 
this  floor  have  repeatedly  spoken  of  the  overtures 
made  by  those  aeents  as  coming;  from  the  French 
Government.  Another  objectionable  exfnessioa 
is,  "that  they  view  the  man,  or  set  of  men, as 
inimical  to  the  rights  of  the  people,  and  the  sound 
principles  of  their  self-government,  who  shall,  by 
any  false  coloring,  attempt  to  give  the  stamp  oif 
authenticity  to  what  is  doubmil."  Although 
they  had  a  right  to  hold  their  opinion,  yet,  he 
would  agree  that  they  had  formed  it  without  suf- 
ficient proof,  and  ought  not,  therefore,  to  have  ex* 
pressed  it. 

But  there  are  opinions  as  injurious  to  some  gen- 
tlemen of  this  House  as  this  is  to  others,  yet  no 
opposition  has  ever  been  made  to  their  reference. 
The  people  had  a  right  to  form  what  opinion  thej 
pleased  of  gentlemen  on  both  sides  of  the  Housa 
and  an  expression  of  these  opinions  certainly  coula 
not  be  a  good  ground  of  objection  against  com- 
mitting them.  He  recollected  that,  two  years 
a^o.  there  came  a  petition  from  a  county  in  Vir* 
ginia.  which  went  to  cast  a  direct  censure  on  a 
vote  of  the  House,  with  respect  to  the  right  which 
was  then  determined  of  appropriating,  or  refusing 
to  appropriate,  for  the  carrying  into  effect  aaf 
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treaty ;  it  was  in  fact  a  libel  upon  the  vote  of  the 
House,  as  it  said  the  measure  was  done  with  a 
view  of  encroachlDg  upon  the  {>owers  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive, yet  it  was  referred  without  objection; 
which  was  a  clear  proof  that  a  commitment 
never,  in  the  opinion  of  the  House,  implied  an  ap- 
probation of  the  petition  referred. 

Mr.  G.  recapitulated  his  reasons  for  wishing  the 
address  to  be  referred.  He  did  not  think  error 
(supposing  the  subscribers  are  mistaken  in  their 
opinions)  could  be  corrected  by  force — convince 
these  men  they  are  in  the  wrong ;  but  truth  is  to 
be  enforced  by  argument  and  not  by  a  mere  exer- 
cise of  power,  such  as  to  refuse  to  commit  or  to 
throw  under  the  table  the  petition,  as  such  a  mea- 
sure could  have  no  tendency  but  to  inflame  the 
minds  of  the  petitioners,  and  to  rivet  them  still 
more  in  what  might  be  supposed  to  be  their  erro- 
neous opinions. 

Mr.  Sewall  said,  it  was  a  very  difficult  thing 
to  restrict  the  right  of  petitioning ;  but  it  was 
very  evident  that  some  restriction  ought  to  be  put 
upon  it,  if  possible.  He  believed  there  might  be 
petitions  so  offensive  in  their  manner  and  matter, 
as  not  to  be  suffered  to  bare  a  public  reading ; 
there  might  be  others  which,  on  beinff  read,  should 
be  found  unfit  to  be  referred.  Of  the  latter  kind 
he  thought  the  present.  Certain  persons,  it  seems, 
have  associated  for  the  purpose  of  military  exer- 
cise, and  have  thought  proper  to  express  their  very 
•xtraordinary  sentiments  to  Congress.  Whether 
these  sentiments  were  founded  or  unfounded,  he 
would  not  inquire,  but  only  whether  they  were 
decently  expressed.  He  admitted  the  ri^ht  which 
these  people  had  to  exercise  their  opinions  upon 
all  Government  measures,  and  that  they  might, 
therefore,  say  whether  they  thought  the  agents 
who  conversed  with  our  Commissioners  were  au- 
thorized or  not.  But  do  these  proceedings  go  no 
further  ?  Have  they  the  right  to  say  that  Gov- 
ernment haye  neglected  their  duty  ?  to  say  that 
they  haye  wilfully  and  designedly  blinded  the  peo- 
ple, contrary  to  the  interests  oi  the  community, 
Dy  falsely  and  wantonly  perverting  the  despatches 
of  our  Envoys,  for  the  purpose  of  producing  a 
war  with  the  French  Republic?  And  are  these 
tubiects  not  only  to  be  heard,  but  acted  upon,  as 
if  tney  were  proper  subjects  for  their  consideration 
and  future  debate  ?  The  very  suggestion  ought, 
in  his  opinion,  to  have  excited  an  indignation 
which  would  immediately  haye  rejected  such  a 
paper.  He  was  astonished  to  hear  the  eentleman 
m>m  Pennsylvania,  though  he  acknowTedg^  the 
improoriety  of  the  thing,  go  into  arguments  in  fa- 
▼or  or  referring  it ;  that  he  should  say  we  ouffht 
to  convince  them  of  their  error.  He  (Mr.  S.)be- 
lieved,  if  they  themselves  could  see  it,  it  would 
scarcely  be  proper  for  the  House  to  enter  into  an 
argument  with  them  on  the  subject.  If  the  charges 
in  this  paper  are  founded,  they  lie  against  this 
House,  as  much  as  any  other  branch  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, for  concurring  in  the  publication  of  the 
late  despatches;  therefore,  this  House  held  out 
false  colors,  according  to  these  people,  as  well  as 
the  other  branches  of  the  Gk>yemment.  He  would, 
%l  once,  reject  such  an  address ;  he  would  say  to 


the  subscribers  ^^  take  back  your  suggestions,  they 
are  altogether  groundless." 

Mr.  Otis  said,  if  he  could  consider  the  paper 
before  the  House  as  barely  expressive  of  approoa- 
tion  or  disapprobation  of  public  measures,  he  should 
be  in  favor  of  referring  it  as  is  usual,  though  con< 
trary  to  his  opinion,  he  certainly  would  not  ob- 
ject to  it  on  that  account.  But  it  appeared  to  him 
not  only  expressive  of  an  opinion,  but  a  direct 
censure  and  calumny  on  the  whole  Goyernment, 
and  upon  our  Commissioners  at  Paris.  Who  is 
the  person  high  in  office  that  they  charge  with 
giving  a  false  color  to  the  late  despatches  ?  Did 
they  allude  to  the  President?  He  did  not  recol- 
lect any  sentiment  of  his  respecting  them.  After 
being  asked  for  the  papers,  he  sent  them.  If  there 
was  any  blame  imputable  for  the  publication  of 
them,  it  lay  against  the  other  branches  of  the 
Grovernment  more  than  against  him.  But  there 
were  other  sentiments  still  more  illiberal.  He 
wished  to  know  who  held  up  these  despatches  as 
acts  of  the  French  Government  ?  Was  it  not 
those  men  who  have  left  their  families  and  home^ 
and  exposed  themselves  to  the  hazards  of  an  ar- 
duous and  dangerous  mission ;  who  may,  perhaps 
at  this  moment,  be  imprisoned  for  making  them 
known,  or  who  may  eyen  be  put  to  death  for  their 
conduct  in  this  respect?  And  was  it  right  to  re- 
ceive charges  against  their  Commissioners  ?  Was 
this  the  reward  they  were  entitled  to  ?  He  thought 
not. 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  says  that  to 
refer  this  petition  will  not  be  to  five  any  appro- 
bation to  its  contents;  but  he  (Mr.  O.)  wished 
the  House  to  show  its  disapprobation  or  it.  An 
address  like  this  would  giye  the  French  an  apo- 
logy for  denying  that  they  knew  anything  of  the 
communications  held  with  our  Minbters,  and 
which  they  would  be  afraid  to  do,  if  the  thing 
was  not  asserted  on  this  side  of  the  water.  It  was 
in  this  yiew,  principally,  that  he  objected  to  the 
receiving  of  the  address. 

Mr.  O.  said  he  did  not  mean  to  follow  the  argu- 
ments of  the  gentlemen  from  Pennsylyania  and 
Virginia,  who  say  it  b  not  customary  to  refuse  a 
reference  to  petitions.  Though  tnis  had  not 
hitherto  been  the  case,  at  no  other  time  had  we 
been  so  critically  circumstanced ;  at  no  time  could 
a  factious  and  seditious  spirit  have  been  so  inimi- 
cal to  the  happiness  of  the  country  as  at  present. 
But  gentlemen  are  not  willing  to  disgrace  these 
men  by  refusing  their  address  a  reference.  There 
was  no  occasion  for  this.  He  saw  with  ^ief  that 
the  solvent  of  sedition  had  taken  possession  of  the 
hearts  of  these  addressers,  and  alienated  their 
affections  from  their  Government.  But  though 
these  are  the  sentiments  of  a  militia  company, 
they  are  not  the  sentiments  of  the  militia  of  the 
United  States.  If  the  militia  of  the  Southern 
country  possessed  sentiments  of  this  kind,  it  would 
be  a  stronger  argument  than  any  other  for  the 
establishment  of  a  regular  force  to  protect  it. 

Mr.  Harper  believed  the  sentiments  contained 
in  this  address  to  be  very  erroneous^  and  yery  im- 
pfpperly  expressed;  nor  did  he  think,  out  of  re- 
spect for  the  addressers,  whether  they  were  a 
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company  of  grenadiers,  or  forty  members  of  the 
Legislature  of  Pennsylvania,  when  they  under- 
take to  lecture  the  Goyemment  on  account  of 
measures  which  have  been  adopted,  and  to  tel!  the 
world  that  they  will  produce  nothing  but  calamity, 
their  address  ought  to  be  referred  on  that  account, 
yet  he  was  in  favor  of  referring  the  present  pro- 
ceedings; and  the  reason  was,  he  saw  that  if  this 
course  was  taken  it  would  lead  to  endless  broils 
in  the  House.  He  conceived  that  in  the  present 
important  crisis,  the  people  will  present  their  sen- 
timents to  Congress,  and  those  sentiments  will  be 
various,  and  some  of  them  improperly  expressed. 
Id  the  case  of  the  British  Treaty,  a  multitude  of 
addresses  were  received;  and  if,  whenever  an  ad- 
dress could  Be  objected  to  on  account  of  its  being 
couched  in  disrespectful  terms,  or  because  the 
sentiments  are  objectionable,  there  would  be  no 
end  of  discussions  of  this  kind.,  and  the  public 
business  would  be  greatly  retarded.  He  admon- 
ished gentlemen  to  show  their  attachment  to  their 
country,  rather  by  providing  measures  for  its  de- 
fence, than  hj  disputing  about  referring  a  peti- 
tion ;  except,  indeed,  it  were  of  such  a  nature  as 
to  call  for  a  motion  of  censure  against  its  authors; 
but  in  all  other  cases  it  would  be  best  either  to 
receive  all,  or  reject  all  the  addresses  that  come. 
He  should  be  content  to  have  none  of  them.  He 
did  not  want  the  addresses  of  his  constituents  to 
say  whether  he  had  done  right  or  wrong;  he  was 
willing  they  should  decide  that  at  his  election. 
He  should  have  no  objection  to  pass  a  motion  de- 
claring that  no  address  of  this  kind  should  be  re- 
ceived. He  was  desirous  of  sending  these  pro- 
ceedings to  sleep  among  others  where  they  would 
soon  be  forgotten ;  but,  by  investigations  of  this 
kind,  an  improper  consequence  was  given  to  things 
of  no  importance  in  themselves. 

Mr.  SiTQREAVES  Said  as  he  supposed  that,  in 
common  with  other  members,  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  extended  his  admonition  to  him, 
he  should  express  his  obligation  for  it;  but  he  be- 
lieved it  would  have  been  well  if  he  had  attended 
to  it  a  little  himself;  for,  however  frivolous  he 
deemed  the  present  opposition,  he  seemed  deter- 
mined, according  to  custom,  to  have  his  share 
of  the  debate.  Those  who  say  the  opposition  to 
this  reference  arises  from  the  sentiments  which 
these  proceedings  contain,  either  misunderstand 
what  has  been  said,  or  egregiously  misstate  it. 
He  needed  not  to  have  been  told  by  his  colleague 
that  the  reference  of  a  petition  did  not  go  to  an 
approbation  of  its  sentiments;  but  it  had  been 
expressly  said  that  the  objections  to  this  address 
did  not  ffo  to  the  sentiments  of  it,  but  to  the  man- 
ner in  which  those  sentiments  are  expressed.  No- 
body would  have  objected  to  the  reference  if  these 
gentlemen  had,  in  moderate  terms,  stated  that  the 
tendency  of  certain  measures  was  to  widen  the 
breach  between  this  country  and  the  French  Re- 
public ;  but  when  they  say  this  is  not  only  the 
tendency,  but  that  it  is  the  design  and  object  of 
certain  persons  to  involve  the  country  in  war, 
such  insinuations  ought  to  be  rejected  as  base 
and  abominably  indecent.  Mr.  S.  quoted  the 
most  objectionable  parts  of  the  address,  in  sup- 


port of  what  he  had  said.  And  shall  we  be  told, 
said  Mr.  S.,  that  the  dignity  of  the  Legislature 
is  not  concerned  in  repelling  this  language?  Can 
the  gentleman  from  south  Carolina  really  think 
this  discussion  unimportant,  and  that  the  Legisla- 
ture is  frivolously  emploved  in  repelling  such 
language?  In  his  mind,  tne  rejection  of  such  an 
address  was  consistent  with  sound  policy,  good 
sense,  and  propriety. 

Mr.  Edmond  said,  he  should  be  one  of  the  last 
who  would  wish  to  abridge  the  right  of  petition- 
ing; but,  at  the  same  time  that  he  would  pre- 
serve to  the  people  that  right,  he  should  think  it 
necessary  to  observe  certain  rules  respecting  it 
In  forming  those  rules.  Congress  must  either  agree 
to  receive  every  petition,  or  establish  a  criterion 
by  which  to  determine  when  a  petition  shall  be 
received,  and  when  it  shall  not.  How,  said  he, 
do  the  courts  of  law  act  in  this  respect?  Every 
man  has  a  right  to  apply  there,  and  to  state  his 
ground  of  complaint;  but  if  he  deviates  from  the 
subject-matter  of  his  complaint,  in  order  to  slan- 
der the  court,  they  would  certainly  immediately 
dismiss  such  an  application.  He  concluded  that 
this  House  would  adopt  a  similar  rule;  but  if  they 
went  further,  and  said  that  if  two-thirds  of  a  peti- 
tion be  just  and  right,  and  the  other  third  slander- 
ous and  abusive,  the  latter  shall  be  overlooked  for 
the  sake  of  the  former,  would  it  not  follow  that 
men  who  wish  to  abuse  the  Gk)vernment,  would 
take  this  course  of  doing  it?  They  certainly 
would.  If  all  petitions,  however  expressed,  were 
to  be  received,  what  would  be  the  consequence? 
It  would  be  the  same  as  to  say,  every  man  may  abuse 
the  Government  in  as  gross  terms  as  he  pleased, 
by  way  of  petition  or  remonstrance,  and  it  would 
not  be  refused  bv  Confess;  and  the  consequence 
would  be  that  their  table  would  be  covered  witk 
libels  and  sedition.  He  believed  the  proper  rule 
would  be,  that  whenever  petitions  are  expressed 
in  decent  language,  they  ought  to  be  referred; 
but  whenever  they  contain  anything  slanderous 
or  seditious,  he  would  not  refer  them. 

But  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  says  a 
^reat  deal  of  time  would  be  taken  up  in  discuss- 
ing the  propriety  or  impropriety  of  receiving  peti- 
tions, and  therefore  Congress  ought  to  come  to  a 
resolution  to  receive  all,  or  none.  If  gentlemen 
are  disposed  to  lengthen  out  debates  of  this  kind, 
they  may  certainly  do  so;  but  he  saw  no  necessity 
for  it.  He  should  think  the  simple  reading  of  a 
petition  was  sufficient  for  members  to  form  an 
opinion  upon  it.  He  saw  no  better  course  which 
could  be  taken. 

Mr.  RiTTLEDQE  bcUeved  that  in  refusing  to 
commit  the  resolutions  of  the  Virginia  peace 
grenadiers,  the  House  would  have  nothing  to 
apprehend  from  the  precedent  their  refusal  would 
establish;  for  it  was  his  good  fortune  to  believe 
there  does  not  exist,  in  the  United  States,  another 
set  of  men  who  would  express  to  Congress  their 
sentiments  in  such  disrespectful  terms — their  sen- 
timents were  not  onlv  indecent,  but  expr^sed  in 
the  most  disrespectful  manner.  The  grenadiers 
of  Portsmouth,  not  content  with  expressing  their 
opinion  of  our  attempts  to  negotiate  with  Franee^ 
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for  which  purpose  they  had  assembled,  had  taken 
a  review  of  all  the  recent  public  measures,  and 
wishing  to  inflame  the  public  mind  aeainst  tnem, 
had  condemned  them  in  mass,  and  conducted 
themselves  with  the  most  studied  indecency.  He 
said  studied  indecency,  because  they  had  not  for- 
warded their  indecent  memorial  with  a  request  to 
their  Repesentative  to  lay  it  before  Congress,  but 
had  resolved  that  he  should  have  positive  orders 
to  do  so.  Knowing  how  sensible  he  would  be  of 
their  improper  conduct  [Mr.  Parker  wished  the 
Speaker  to  read  the  words  of  the  instructions; 
they  were  "that  they  be  forwarded  to  our  Repre- 
sentative to  be  laid  before  Congress**]  Mr.  R.  was 
Slad  to  find  that  these  gentlemen  had,  upon  re- 
ection,  corrected  their  style ;  he  had  read  aii  ac- 
count in  the  Norfolk  paper  of  their  proceedings, 
and  in  that  their  Representative  was  ordered^  as 
he  had  mentioned.  These  persons,  however,  had 
some  reason  for  distrusting  their  Representative, 
for  he  had  uniformly  voted  for  some  of  those 
measures  which  they  had  anathematized  as  cal- 
culated to  ruin  the  country,  and  destroy  the  liber- 
ties of  its  citizens.  He  had  voted  for  having  a 
nayy;  he  had  voted  for  the  aogumentation  of  our 
Military  Establishment;  and  these  persons  tell 
us  *|that  an  army  and  a  navy  are  contrary  to  the 
spirit  oi  a  free  Government,  and  calculated  less  to 
ward  off  foreign  insults,  than  to  produce  domestic 
subjugation:"  not  content  with  reminding  us,  as 
they  modestly  have,  that  we  are  the  servants  of 
the  people,  they  have  seized  this  occasion  of 
charging  us  with  the  intention  of  bringing  about 
domestic  subjugation. 

But  the  gentleman  from  Pennsvlvania  says,  if 
this  be  their  opinion,  the  people  have  a  rignt  to 
express  it.  It  is  true,  Mr.  R.  said,  that  any  man 
has  a  right  to  send  another  an  indecent  letter ;  but 
the  person  to  whom  it  is  addressed  has  also  the 
ririit  to  say  whether  he  will  receive  it  or  not 
These  gentlemen  mi^ht  have  said  our  Commis- 
sioners were  scoundrels  ;  they  had  a  right  to  say 
80.  by  the  reasoning  of  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania, but  it  certainly  would  not  be  proper  for 
Congress  to  give  such  a  paper  a  reference.  It 
was  not  an  extreme  case  to  suppose  the  Virginia 
mnadiers  thought  our  Envoys  scoundrels,  for 
there  were  many,  of  their  way  of  thinking  on  po- 
litical subjects,  who  regarded  the  despatches  as  a 
fiibrication  of  the  Envop  and  the  Executive,  con- 
trived for  the  purpose  of  mvolving  us  in  a  war  with 
France,  and  he  had  been  told  that  half  the  people 
of  this  city  believed  the  Executive  had  practised 
this  deception.  Whatever  ri^ht  people  may  have 
to  hold  and  express  these  opmions,  he  thought  if 
they  were  sent  to  Congress  they  ought  not  to  be 
countenanced  by  a  reference. 

But  gentlemen  say,  addresses  approving  of  the 
conduct  of  the  Executive  and  the  Government 
are  received  without  objection,  whilst  those  with 
contrary  sentiments  are  frequently  objected  against. 
This  was  not  the  case ;  if  gentlemen  would  recol- 
lect the  proceedings  of  yesterday,  the  day  before, 
and  of  every  day  for  twenty  or  thirty  days  past, 
tfiey  would  see  tnat  this  charge  was  not  founded. 
What  was  the  nature  of  the  fist  addresses  which 


were  sent  to  Congress  on  the  subject  of  our  pre- 
sent situation?  It  would  be  recollected  they  all 
opposed  arming  our  vessels,  and  deprecatea  the 
measure  as  leading  to  war.  They  were,  how- 
ever, expressed  in  decent  terms,  and  though  in 
opposition  to  the  opinions  of  a  majority  of  this 
House  they  were  received  without  oojection. 
One  of  these  petitions  from  the  Eastward,  presented 
by  the  gentleman  who  sits  behind  him,  (Mr.  Var- 
NUM,)  vvas  objected  to  by  the  gentleman  from 
Connecticut,  he  conceiving,  on  hearing  it  read, 
that  it  contained  some  improper  expressions,  and 
he  did  not  wish  to  deny  it  a  reference,  but  merely 
requested  it  mi^ht  lie  on  the  table  for  a  day  ;  it 
was,  however,  immediately  committed.  Mr.  R. 
knew  that  the  people  had  a  right  to  petition,  and 
that  it  was  the  duty  of  Congress  to  attend  to  their 
representations ;  but  he  also  knew  that  it  was  the 
duty  of  Congress  to  respect  themselves  so  far  as 
to  require  these  petitions  to  be  expressed  in  de- 
cent terms.  What^  said  Mr.  R.,  wiU  be  the  effect 
in  Europe  of  receiving  petitions  like  the  present? 
What  will  the  French  Executive  (a  body  in  which 
every  species  of  corruption  js  personified)  say  to 
it  ?  They  will  not  only  deny  the  truth  of  what 
our  Commissioners  have  related,  but  they  will 
say  to  the  people  of  France,  they  will  say  to  the 
people  of  Europe,  *'  even  in  America  this  calumny 
is  not  believed."  The  conversations  of  Talley- 
rand, X,  Y,  and  Z,  as  reported  by  our  Commis- 
sioners, they  will  say  is  a  mere  contrivance,  the 
production  of  the  Anglo,  Monarchico,  Aristo- 
cratico  faction  in  America.  They  will  say  this, 
and  corroborate  it  by  referring  to  some  of  the 
speeches  in  Congress,  and  the  petition  on  the 
table,  in  which  the  French  agents  are  called  un- 
authorized persons,  and  their  villany  spoken  of, 
not  with  contempt  and  abhorrence,  but  with  ridi- 
cule. This  would  be  giving  to  Citizen  Talley- 
rand and  his  associates  the  best  justification  they 
can  offer  for  themselves.  Mr.  R.  hoped,  there- 
fore, the  resolutions  would  not  be  referred. 

Mr.  J.  Parker  had  not  the  least  doubt  that  the 
censure  contained  in  these  proceedings  was  levelled 
as  much  against  him  as  any  brancn  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, as  he  did  not  believe  the  subscribers  had 
latterly  approved  of  his  conduct,  on  account  of 
his  having  voted  in  favor  of  some  establishments 
which  they  condemn.  He  was  farther  led  to  sup- 
pose this  from  the  proceeding  having  been  sent 
to  him  under  a  blank  cover.  Mr.  P.  asain  urc^ 
the  propriety  of  referring  this  paper.  Much  had 
been  said  abiout  the  indelicacy  of  expression  used 
in  this  address ;  it  was  his  opinion  that  a  memo- 
rial which  he  held  in  his  hand  from  Falmouth, 
in  Massachusetts,  which  was  some  days  ago  re- 
ceived without  opposition,  was  equally  objection- 
able in  this  respect.  Mr.  P.  read  an  extract  from 
it,  in  which  the  addressers  say,  that  "  they  behold 
with  disapprobation  and  surprise  the  Message  of 
the  President,  which  says,  that  he  has  taken  off 
the  restriction,  which  they  think  was  laid  in  wis- 
dom by  the  late  President,  for  preventing  the 
arming  of  merchant  vessels,  and  which  they 
think  now  more  necessary  than  when  it  was  at 
first  laid."  ^  , 
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Mr.  Thatcher  was  opposed  to  a  reference  of 
this  address.  He  acknowledged  the  right  which 
the  people  had  to  petition ;  but  went  into  some 
lengthy  observations  to  prove  that  their  Repre- 
sentatives had  not  given  up  all  their  rights  by  ac- 
cepting a  seat  in  Congress,  and  that  it  was  not 
right  for  them  to  sit  to  he  insulted,  without  show- 
ing a  disapprobation  of  the  insult. 

Mr.  Brent  said,  it  had  been  admitted  by  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Sitoreaves,) 
that  if  the  subject-matter  of  the  address  before  the 
House  had  heen  decently  expressed,  no  objection 
would  have  been  made  to  it  on  account  of  the 
opinions  which  it  contained;  other  gentlemen, 
however,  had  thought  it  was  a  libel  on  the  Gov- 
ernment, and  ought  not  on  that  account  to  he  ad- 
mitted. 

Mr.  B.  weQt  through  the  different  parts  of  the 
address,  and  said  he  saw  no  way  in  which  the 
opinions  contained  in  it  could  have  been  expressed 
in  language  less  objectionable  than  that  in  which 
thev  appeared. 

But  it  was  said  by  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina,  (Mr.  Rut^edgb.)  and  by  others,  that 
this  address  was  a  libel  on  Government.  He  saw 
nothing  of  the  kind  in  it  Could  not  there  be 
persons  high  in  authority,  but  such  as  were  in  the 
administration  of  the  Federal  Grovernment  ?  Nei- 
ther the  Government  nor  the  Administration  are 
mentioned ;  nor  could  any  one  say  whether,  by 
persons  high  in  authority,  they  meant  to  refer  to 
the  Executive  or  to  members  of  the  Legislature. 
It  might  even  allude  to  persons  in  the  Judicial,  or 
some  other  department  of  Government.  But  ad- 
mitting that  these  persons  meant  to  say  that  any 
"branch  of  this  Government  had  endeavored  to 
give  a  false  colorins;  to  the  late  despatches,  and  by 
that  means  to  involve  us  in  war — if  this  was  their 
opinion,  they  have  the  same  right  to  express  it 
that  others  nave  to  pass  their  eulogiums  on  the 
conduct  of  the  President — it  is  a  right  which  is 
guarantied  to  them  by  the  Constitution,  and  of 
which  thev  cannot  therefore  be  deprived. 

But  it  had  been  said  that  this  address  reflected 
upon  the  conduct  of  our  Commissioners — men 
whom  we  are  told  may,  at  this  moment,  have  be- 
come victims  of  their  patriotism.  Here  gentle- 
men suffered  their  zeal  to  carry  them  beyond  the 
truth,  as  not  a  word  can  be  foimd  in  this  address 
which  has  the  least  reference  to  our  Commission- 
ers. What  was  said  respecting  the  despatches, 
had  no  connexion  with  the  Envoys  themselves. 
Mr.  B.  thought  the  rule  laid  down  by  the  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina  was  a  proper  one ;  he 
believed  the  House  ought  to  receive  all  petitions, 
except  extremely  indecent  and  improper,  or  none. 
He  trusted  he  had  shown  that,  independent  of  the 
matter,  there  was  nothing  exceptionable  in  this 
address,  and  he  hoped,  therefore,  no  further  ob- 
jection would  be  made  to  its  reference. 

Mr.  Hartley  was  opposed  to  the  reference  of 
this  petition.  He  thought  it  a  novel  proceeding 
for  a  company  of  grenadiers  to  meet  at  400  miles 
distance,  and  the  captain  and  lieutenant  should 
send  on  an  address  reprobating  the  measures  of 
Government.    He  was  opposed  to  the  reference 


of  the  address  from  the  members  of  the  Legisla- 
ture of  this  State,  when  it  was  presented,  because 
he  did  not  desire  to  give  countenance  to  persons 
who  wished  to  show  their  dissatisfaction  with  the 
measures  of  our  own  Government,  and  an  attach- 
ment  to  the  French.  Indeed,  such  is  the  change 
of  opinion  which  has  taken  place  in  this  country 
on  this  subject,  that  one  ot  the  members  who 
signed  that  address  has  signed  another  from  Bucks 
county  approbatory  of  the  measures  of  the  Execu- 
tive. It  was  nothing  uncommon  to  let  petitions 
lie  upon  the  table,  and  be  hoped  this  address 
would  have  the  same  fate  with  that  from  the  mem^ 
hers  of  the  Pennsylvania  Legislature. 

Mr.  Dana  was  unwilling  to  take  any  part  in 
this  debatcL  and  would  not  have  done  it,  but  for 
what  had  fallen  from  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania. (Mr.  Gallatin. J  He  had  reprobated 
the  opposition  made  to  this  reference  as  arising 
from  an  opposition  to  opinion,  and  adduced  two 
instances  to  support  his  assertion ;  the  one  a  me- 
morial from  members  of  the  Pennsylvania  Legis- 
lature, the  other  of  an  address  frogi  Massa(»i>- 
setts.  The  first  he  recollected  his  colleague  ob- 
jected to  on  the  ground  of  the  persons  having 
addressed  the  House  in  their  Legislative  character ; 
but  no  question  was  ever  taken  upon  it.  With 
respect  to  the  address  from  Massachusetts,  <» 
hearing  it  read,  he  himself  expressed  an  opinion 
that  it  was  written  in  improper  language,  and  re- 
quested it  mi^ht  lie  upon  the  table  till  next  day ; 
but  the  question  was  immediately  taken  upon  it 
for  a  reference,  and  carried.  He  afterwards  exam- 
ined the  address,  and  found  that  if  he  had  heard 
it  distinctly  he  should  not  have  opposed  the  refer- 
ence, though  he  disapproved  of  its  sentiments.  But 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  says  Congress 
is  undertaking  to  force  these  petitioners  to  give 
up  an  opinion.  It  was  astonishing  that  men  who 
know  the  use  of  language  should  so  distort  the 
meaning  of  words.  When  the  House  says  it  will 
not  take  this  address  into  consideration ;  that  they 
will  not  examine  a  libel  upon  themselves,  nor  be 
the  vehicle  of  their  own  calunmy,  was  this  osinff 
force?  This  address.  Mr.  D.  said,  does  not  speak 
of  the  ^neral  tendency  of  measures,  but  charfl^es 
m^n  hiffh  in  authority  with  faithlessness,  witJl 
putting  false  constructions  upon  despatches  for  the 
purpose  of  involving  the  country  in  war  witb 
France,  and  in  order  to  produce  an  alliance  witk 
Great  Britain.  Language  has  no  meaning,  if  this 
be  not  the  purport  of  this  address ;  and  were  the 
House  to  sit  and  determine  whether  these  charges 
are  true  or  false  7  Where  is  the  man  who  wants 
testimony  on  this  head  ?  Which  of  us,  said  h^ 
wants  testimony  to  prove  himself  a  traitor,  or  others 
wise  ?  Yet  this  is  insinuated  to  be  a  duty.  Let 
those  who  choose  it,  deliberate  on  such  matter ; 
he  himself  could  not  consent  to  it. 

Mr.  R.Williams  wondered  that  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Sitgrbaves)  should  have 
thought  It  necessary  to  press  a  discussion  of  this 
kind  upon  the  House  at  this  late  period  of  the 
session.  As  the  memorial  from  Massachusetts,  a« 
extract  of  which  they  had  heard  read,  had  been 
referred,  he  could  see  no  reasoAwhy  this  should 
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not  be  referred.  All  the  difference  he  saw  between 
them  was,  that  this  deals  in  general  terms,  and 
that  from  Massachusetts  expressly  charges  the 
President  with  improper  conduct.  It  is  true  this 
goes  on  to  pass  a  libel  npon  the  British  Gk)vern- 
iDent,  while  that  from  Massachusetts  does  not. 
Why,  then,  are  not  both  treated  alike  ?  Does  the 
circumstance  of  one  being  from  an  Eastern,  and 
the  other  from  a  Southern  State,  make  any  differ- 
ence? Gentlemen  ought  to  consider,  especially 
those  who  talk  so  mucn  about  the  people  being 
united,  and  rallying  round  the  standard  of  Qov- 
emmebt,  what  this  led  to.  Did  it  tend  to  produce 
that  unanimity  which  all  must  wish  to  see  ?  No, 
it  tended  to  widen  the  breach,  and  to  show  to 
people  in  one  part  of  the  country  that  they  were 
not  to  be  treated  in  the  same  way  with  others.  If 
citizens  were  to  be  at  liberty  to  addres::  the  House 
in  one  way,  they  must  equally  be  at  liberty  to  ad- 
dress them  in  a  different  way ;  and  yet  the  objec- 
tions to  the  present  address  mast  be  to  the  senti- 
ments which  it  contains,  for  he  was  of  opinion, 
with  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Brent.) 
that  citizens  could  not  use  language  more  proper 
to  convey  the  same  sentiments.  This  opposition 
went  to  show  that  addresses  might  be  expressed 
in  as  strong  terms  as  could  be  used,  if  on  the  right 
side ;  but,  if  not  on  that  side,  the  petitioners  must 
be  very  cautious  indeed  in  the  choice  of  their 
words. 

Mr.  W.  could  not  help  remarking  upon  what 
was  said  on  the  subject  of  party.  Party,  he  said, 
was  created  in  that  House,  wnere  it  ought  to  be 
checked.  The  citizens  of  tnis  country  are  not  so 
divided  as  ^entltmen  suppose.  Here  it  is  first 
started,  and  ne  was  persuaded  that  the  people  of 
Ihis  countiT  look  with  astonishment  at  the  divi- 
sions which  take  place  here,  and  of  what  was  said 
about  their  being  divided.  He  did  not  see  how 
gentlemen  could  apply  what  was  said  in  the  me- 
morial, of  persons  high  in  office,  to  any  particular 
monbers  of  this  House,  or  to  any  particular  per- 
sons in  the  Government.  There  was  no  way  of 
doini^  it  but  by  conjecture.  There  may  be  (nen 
high  m  office  under  the  State  Governments^  who 
are  the  persons  alluded  to.  At  any  rate  it  was 
wrong  where  more  than  one  construction  could 
be  put  upon  a  paper  of  this  kind,  to  put  that  upon 
it  which  would  operate  most  unfavorably  upon 
the  subscribers. 

Mr.  W.  concluded  with  saying  he  did  not  ap- 
prove of  all  the  sentiments  contained  in  the 
address ;  but, as  he  had  before  said,  he  did  not  know 
how  the  same  sentiments  could  have  been  ex- 

Cressed  better.  His  feelings  had  been  frequently 
art  by  sentiments  sent  to  this  House  in  addresses, 
bat  as  he  believed  to  attempt  to  remedy  the  evil 
would  introduce  a  greater,  he  was  content  to  let 
the  business  stand  as  it  does.  He  hoped  the  ad- 
dress would  be  referred. 

Mr.  Brooks  said  that,  notwithstanding  a  great 
deal  of  time  had  been  expended  on  this  subject, 
he  must  beg  to  add  a  few  words.  Gentlemen  in 
fiivor  of  this  motion  seemed  not  to  distinguish 
properly  between  the  expressions  in  this  address 
and  others.    A  parallel  had  been  drawn  between 


this  address  and  one  from  Massachusetts.  Mr.B. 
showed  wherein  they  essentially  differed. 

Much  had  been  said  about  a  loss  of  time.  This, 
he  said,  was  a  stale  argument.  If  this  address  was 
suffered  to  be  referred,  nothing  could  be  so  gross 
and  scandalous  but  it  might  be  received.  He  did 
not  expect,  above  all  other  members,  that  the  gen- 
tleman from  Soutjb  Carolina  (Mr.  Harper)  would 
have  complained  of  a  waste  of  time.  That  gen- 
tleman, heretofore  so  sensibly  alive  to  character, 
had  to-day  astonished  him. 

Mr.  B.  ridiculed  the  idea  that  by  persons  high 
in  office,  could  be  meant  any  persons  in  the  State 
Governments,  or  in  the  Judiciary.  It  was  written 
so  plain,  be  said,  *^  that  he  who  runs  may  read." 
It  was  clear  that  these  addressers  mean  to  cast  a 
censure  upon  the  Executive^  our  Commissioners, 
and  both  Houses  of  the  Legislature,  in  respect  to 
the  despatches  alluded  to. 

Mr.  Gallatin  proceeded  to  notice  the  objec- 
tions which  had  been  made  to  a  reference  of  this 
address.  His  colleague  (Mr.  Sitoreaves)  said  it 
was  misrepresentation  to  say  that  gentlemen  were 
opposed  to  the  reference  of  this  address  on  the 
ground  of  its  advocating  opinions  in  opposition  to 
those  which  they  entertained,  as  it  was  merely 
on  account  of  the  indecency  of  its  language ;  and^  in 
order  to  showthe  indecency  of  language  of  which 
he  spoke,  he  laid  his  arguments  against  the  sub- 
ject-matter of  the  address.  Another  gentleman 
objected  against  it  because  it  asks  for  nothing. 
He  believed  it  asked  for  much  the  same  as  all  the 
addresses  which  were  daily  received,  containing 
pledges  of  lives,  fortunes.  &c.,  in  support  of  (Gov- 
ernment. The  gentleman  from  Connecticut  ob- 
jected to  a  reference  because  it  was  seditious, 
slanderous,  and  calculated  to  disturb  the  Govern- 
ment. He  did  not  know  what  was  the  precise 
meaning  of  these  words,  and  he  believed  not  two 
gentlemen  on  this  floor  could  agree  as  to  their  ap- 

Slication  to  any  special  case.  A  gentleman  from 
outh  Carolina  (Mr.  Rutledge)  objects  to  the 
reference  because  the  address  casts  blame  upon 
our  Commissioners,  and  may  involve  them  in 
difficuFty.  He  did  not  believe  there  was  anything 
in  the  proceedings  in  question  which  could  be 
supposed  to  have  relation  to  our  Commissioners. 
No  idea  of  the  despatches  having  been  fabricated 
was  to  be  found  in  that  address.  The  only  idea 
on  this  sub^t  was  a  doubt  whether  the  conver- 
sations of  X,  Y,  and  Z,  were  authorized  by  the 
French  (Government ;  but  not  a  word  was  said  on 
the  authenticitv  of  the  despatches,  or  of  the  con* 
duct  of  our  C/ommissioners.  On  the  contrary, 
they  say  they  draw  their  conclusions  from  the 
face  of  the  despatches  themselves.  Other  gentle- 
men lay  tneir  stress  of  objection  against  the  ad- 
dress, because  it  arraigns  the  motives  of  Gk>vem- 
ment.  All  agreed  that  it  ought  not  to  be  referred, 
but  gentlemen  gave  so  many,  so  different,  so  con- 
tradictory, reasons  for  their  opinion,  that  it  was 
impossible  for  themselves  to  aefine  what  kind  of 
petitions  they  would  permit,  and  what  they  would 
object  to. 

But  of  all  the  reasons  which  he  had  heard  as- 
signed against  the  reference,  the  one  given  by  the 
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gentleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Oris)  was 
the  most  singular.  It  was  that^  if  this  address  was 
referred,  it  might  confirm  an  idea  that  we  are  of 
opinion  that  a  great  part  of  the  conversation  held 
with  our  Commissioners  by  X,  Y,  and  Z,  were 
not  authorized  by  the  French  Government.  And 
if  this  should  be  the  case,  what  does  that  gentle- 
man suppose  will  be  the  result  ?  The  great  dan- 
f!r  to  be  apprehended  from  this  is,  that  the 
xecutive  Directory  will  disavow  the  conduct  of 
its  agents.  As  to  himself  he  should  not  consider 
such  a  disavowal  as  a  misfortune.  He  wished 
they  miffht  dismiss  their  Ministers  as  corrupt,  and 
prove  themselves  not  to  be  so.  It  was  very  im- 
material to  this  country  whether  the  Directory 
were  corrupt  or  not,  whether  they  were  implicated 
in  X  and  Irs  business  or  not ;  but  it  is  of  great 
consequence  to  preserve  peace,  and  therefore  very 
important  that  tney  should  disavow  all  those  pro- 
ceedings. He  haraly  could  have  believed  that  any 
gentleman  should  have  thought  it  a  misfortune  to 
this  country,  that  the  French  Governmeut  should 
say  they  do  not  want  money  from  us,  but  that 
they  are  ready  to  treat  upK>n  reasonable  terms,  un- 
less, indeed,  they  conceived  an  accommodation 
with  France  to  be  an  unfavorable  event.  But,  he 
believed,  nothing  that  Congress  could  do  now 
could  produce  any  such  effect,  as,  before  they  could 
learn  wl>at  was  now  done,  they  would  be  inform- 
ed of  the  publication  of  the  despatches.  He  hoped 
the  proceedings  of  these  agents  would  be  disa- 
vowed. If  he  were  to  express  an  opinion  upon  the 
subject,  he  would  say,  that  he  did  not  believe  the 

Sroposition  respecting  a  loan  of  money  would  be 
isa vowed:  but,  he  believed,  the  Directory  would 
disavow  all  that  related  to  douceurs.  But  if  any 
means  which  Congress  could  take  would  lead 
them  to  disavow  the  whole,  if  to  refer  this  peti- 
tion could  contribute  to  produce  that  effect,  it 
would,  with  him,  and  he  trusted  with  the  House, 
be  an  additional  reason  to  vote  in  favor  of  the 
reference. 

Mr.  RuTLBDOE  wished  to  add  a  few  words,  with 
respect  to  the  document  from  the  State  of  Massa- 
chusetts, which  had  been  introduced  by  the  gen- 
tleman irom  North  Carolina,  as  equally  indecent 
with  the  proceedings  whose  reference  was  now  ob- 
jected affainst.  When  the  gentleman  read  it,  he 
saw  nothing  in  it  analogous  to  the  present  case. 
He  therelore  supposed  the  gentleman  had  omitted 
the  part  which  was  in  pointy  and  he  had  himself 
recourse  to  the  paper.  This  address,  it  is  true, 
calls  in  question  the  propriety  of  an  order  of  the 
Executive  ;  but  there  was  no  impeachment  of  his 
integrity,  and  it  could  not  be  said  that  it  was  inde- 
cent or  improper  to  disapprove  of  any  act  of  the 
Executive.  There  was  nothing,  therefore,  to  jus- 
tify the  comparison,  since  the  Massachusetts  ad- 
dress merely  says,  that  the  addressers  looked  upon 
the  order  to  restrict  the  arming  of  merchant  ves- 
sels as  a  wise  measure  and  the  repeal  of  that  or- 
der as  unwise.  But  tne  proceedings  now  before 
the  House,  charge  the  Government  with  duplici- 
ty ;  with  having  given  a  false  coloring^  to  the  late 
despatches  of  our  Envoys.  And  why  are  they 
said  to  have  done  this?    In  order  to  widen  the 


breach  between  this  Grovernment  and  the  French 
Republic.  They  say  that  persons  hiffh  in  author- 
ity have  done  this.  But  the  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina  says,  they  have  named  no  person. 
But  had  men  a  right  to  send  abroad  such  abuse  as 
this,  where  every  one  must  know  who  is  meant, 
as  well  as  if  the  charge  was  direct?  Certainly 
they  had  not. 

Mr.  R.  said,  if  it  could  be  shown  that  anything 
equally  indecent  with  this  was  ever  received  by 
the  House,  he  would  not  object  to  the  referring  of 
this  paper;  but,  until  this  was  done,  he  must  per- 
sist m  objecting  to  receive  what  appeared  to  him 
to  be  drawn  up  with  a  studied  contempt  for  Gov- 
ernment. 

A  loud  call  for  the  question. 

Mr.  ALI4EN  said,  he  would  just  state^  before  the 
question  was  taken,  that  the  reason  which  led  him 
to  object  to  a  reference  of  the  memorial  of  the 
members  of  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania  on 
a  former  occasion  was^  because  it  purported  to 
come  from  members  of  a  Legislature,  though  it 
was  signed  by  them  after  the  session  was  bro- 
ken up. 

Mr.  Gallatin  said,  the  gentleman  was  wholly 
mistaken,  for  the  memorial  was  signed  whilst  the 
House  was  in  session. 

The  question  for  referring  the  proceedings  was 
then  taken,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative — yeas 
46,  nays  43,  as  follows : 

Yeas — Abraham  Baldwin,  David  Bard,  Lemuel 
Benton,  Thomas  Blount,  Richard  Brent,  NaUian  Biy- 
an,  Demaey  Burges,  Thomas  Olaibome,  William  6. 
C.  Claiborne,  John  Clopton,  Thomas  T.  Davis,  John 
Dawson,  George  Dent,  Lucas  Btnendorph,  William 
Findley,  John  Fowler,  Albert  Gallatin,  James  Gilles^e, 
Andrew  Gregg,  William  Barry  Grove,  John  A.  Han- 
na,  Robert  Goodloe  Harper,  Carter  B.  Harrison,  Jona- 
than N.  HaTens,  Joseph  Heister,  David  Holmes,  Wal* 
ter  Jones,  Matthew  Locke,  Matthew  Lyon,  Nathaniel 
Maoon,  Blair  McClenachan,  Joseph  McDoweU,  John 
Milledge,  Anthony  New,  Josiah  Parker,  Tompson  J. 
Skinner,  William  Smith, '  Richard  Sprigg,  jr.,  Richard 
Stanford,  Thomas  Sumter,  Abram  Trigg,  John  Trigg, 
Philip  Van  Cortlandt,  Joseph  B.  Yamum,  Abraham 
Yendble,  and  Robert  Williams. 

Nats— John  Allen,  George  Baer,  jr.,  Bailey  Bart^ 
lett,  James  A.  Bayard,  David  Brooks,  Stephen  Bullock, 
Christopher  G.  Champlin,  John  Chapman,  Joshua 
Coit,  William  Craik,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  John  Den- 
nis, William  Edmon^  Thomas  Evans,  Abiel  Foster, 
Dwight  Foster,  Jonathan  Freeman,  Henry  Glen,Chaan- 
cey  Goodrich,  Roger  Griswold,  Thomas  Hartley,  WiD- 
iam  Hindman,  Hezekiah  L.  Hosmer,  James  H.  Imlaj, 
Samuel  Ljrman,  James  Machir,  William  Matthews, 
Daniel  Morgan,  Lewis  R.  Morris,  Harrison  G.  Otis, 
John  Reed,  John  Rutledge,  jun.,  James  Schureman, 
Samuel  Sewall,  William  Shepard,  Thomas  SinnidLson, 
Samuel  Sitgreaves,  Nathaniel  Smith,  George  Thatch- 
er, Thomas  Tillmghast,  John  E.  Yan  Alen,  Peleg 
Wadsworth,  and  Johh  Williams. 


Wednesday,  May  16. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sewall,  an  additional  mem- 
ber was  added  to  the  Committee  for  the  Protection 
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of  Commerce  and  the  Defence  of  the  Country,  in 
place  of  Mr.  Pinckmey. 

ALIENS. 

Mr.  Se  WALL  said,  the  Committee  for  the  Protec- 
tion of  Commerce  and  Defence  of  the  Country,  to 
whom  it  was  referred  to  inquire  into  what  mea- 
sures would  be  proper  to  be  taken  respecting  aliens, 
were  of  opinion  their  instructions  did  not  go  to  a 
sufficient  extent,  and  directed  him  to  propose  to 
the  House  the  following  resolution  for  adoption : 

**  Reached,  That  the  committee  on  that  part  of  the 
President's  Speech  which  relates  to  commerce  and  the 
defence  of  the  country,  be  authorized  to  consider  the 
danger  which  may  result  by  means  of  aliens  and  other 
disaffected  or  seditious  persons  residing  within  the  TJni- 
ted  States,  and  what  measures  ought  to  be  taken  for 
securing,  removing,  or  otherwiBe  restricting  such  per- 
•ons,  and  to  report  by  biU  or  otherwise.** 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table.  • 

PROVISIONAL  ARMY. 

The  House  having  again  resolved  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Uni- 
on, on  the  bill  to  raise  a  provisional  army ;  and 
the  question  for  striking  out  the  third  section  be- 
inff  resumed, 

Mr.  Gallatin  said,  this  section  contem[)lated 
giving  to  the  President  the  power  of  admitting 
men  mto  military  service,  under  the  name  of  vol- 
unteer corps,  who  are  liable  to  be  called  upon  to  do 
military  duty  at  any  time  which  the  President  shall 
think  proper,  after  they  shall  have  offered,  and  he 
has  accepted  of  their  service.  Upon  the  first  con- 
sideration of  this  section,  an  objection  was  made, 
on  Constitutional  ground,  to  this  mode  of  raising 
soldiers,  supposing  they  were  to  be  considered  as 
militia.  To  this  it  was  answered,  that  these  vol- 
unteers were  not  to  be  considered  as  militia,  but 
as  making  a  part  of  the  Army  of  the  United 
States. 

It  appeared  to  him  difficult  precisely  to  deline- 
.  ate  and  define  what  kind  of  corps  this  is  to  be.  In 
some  respects  it  will  be  similar  to  the  militia ;  in 
some  respects  to  the  regular  Army  of  the  United 
States,  and  again  distinguishable  from  both.  They 
are,  in  some  degree,  similar  to  the  militia,  inas- 
much as  they  are  to  remain  at  home,  except  upon 
special  calls  of  the  President  to  do  duty.  The 
volunteers,  when  called  into  actual  service,  and 
whilst  remaining  in  it,  are  to  be  under  the  same 
rules,  and  entiued  to  the  same  pay  and  emol- 
uments as  the  other  troops.  The  militia  are,  like 
these  volunteers,  subject  to  the  same  rules  and 
regulations,  and  to  the  same-  py  and  emolu- 
ments with  the  Army  of  the  United  States ;  and, 
like  these  volunteers,  when  not  called  into  ser- 
vice are  not  subject  to  the  rules  and  regulations 
of  tne  Army,  nor  entitled  to  their  pay  and  emolu- 
ments. Jn  these  particulars,  therefore,  this  corps 
very  much  resembles  the  militia. 

In  other  respects,  these  volunteers '  very  much 
resemble  the  Army  of  the  United  States ;  inas- 
much as  th%  are  to  be  enlisted  (not  properly  so 
by  name,  but  in  a  way  equally  effectual,  by  giv- 
ing their  consent  to  serve,)  they  are  also  to  be 


considered  as  making  part  of  the  Army,  though 
remaining  at  home ;  they  are,  also,  like  the  Army, 
inasmuch  as  their  officers  are  not  appointed  by 
themselves,  or  by  the  individual  Slates,  as  in  the 
militia,  but  by  the  President  of  the  United  States; 
and,  inasmuch,  that  they  will  be  obliged  to  do 
duty  for  the  whole  two  years,  if  required,  whilst 
the  militia  do  duty  by  rotation,  according  to  regu- 
latiolis  provided  for  the  purpose.  Seeing,  there- 
fore, that  these  volunteers  are,  in  some  respects, 
like  the  militia,  and  in  others,  like  the  regulars,  it 
was  not  to  be  wondered  at  that  a  Constitutional 
objection  should  have  arisen.  The  Constitution 
does  not  recognise  more  than  two  descriptions  of 
troops,  viz:  army  and  militia.  The  army  pro- 
posed to  be  raised  by  means  of  these  volunteers  is 
of  a  kind  not  known  in  the  Constitution,  but 
seems  to  be  of  a  description  about  half  way  be- 
tween a  regular  standing  army  and  a  militia.  If 
the  principle  proposed  to  be  adopted  in  this  sec- 
tion be  adinitted,  the  consequence  may  be,  that  all 
the  regulations  provided  in  the  Constitution  for 
securing  a  good  militia  may  be  evaded,  and  the 
whole  of  the  militia  be  turned  into  a  kind  of 
Public  Standing  Army.  For,  supposing  that  the 
regulations  for  the  government  of  these  volunteers 
are  more  favorable  in  their  effects  than  those  pro- 
vided for  the  militia,  and  it  is  more  advantageous 
to  a  man  to  belong  to  a  volunteer  corps  than  to 
the  militia,  citizens  would  generally  leave  the 
militia,  and  arrange  themselves  under  the  head  of 
volunteers.  It  is  true,  there  are  some  provisions 
in  this  section  which  may  have  a  tendency  to  pre- 
vent this  ;  but,  on  the  oiher  hand,  there  are  some 
provisions  which  would  encourage  them  to  do  it. 
For  instance,  the  clause  which  directs  that  these 
volunteers  shall  only  be  employed  in  their  own,  or 
an  adjoining  State,  is  an  advantage,  as  the  militia, 
whilst  in  service,  can  be  called  anywhere,  as  ordi- 
nary regular  troop.  The  objections,  therefore, 
against  raising  volunteers  are,  that  it  will  have  a  * 
tendency  to  destroy  the  militia,  and  convert  the 
whole  of  it  into  an  army,  thereby  transferring 
the  power  of  appointing  the  officers  from  the 
individual  States  to  thePresident  of  the  United 
States. 

Waiving,  however,  the  Constitutional  objec- 
tion, he  would  make  a  few  remarks  on  the  expedi- 
ency of  the  measure.  It  appeared  to  him.  on  the 
one  hand,  that  the  advantages  contemplated  by 
this  clause^  will  not  be  obtained,  and  on  the  other, 
that  great  inconveniencies  woula  arise  from  carry- 
ing it  into  effect ;  he  believed,  also,  the  advantages 
might  be  obtained  without  having  recourse  to  this 
provision.  If  the  real  intention  of  the  bill  is  only 
to  induce  a  number  of  young  men  to  make  a 
tender  of  their  services  as  volunteers  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  United  States,  he  believed  the  provis- 
ions already  existing  in  the  militia  law  are  suffi- 
cient to  effect  the  object.  By  that  law  it  is  pro- 
vided that  a  certain  number  of  volunteer  corps 
may  be  attached  to  each  battalion  of  the  militia ; 
and  if  a  number  of  young  men  wish  to  make  a 
voluntary  tender  of  their  service,  he  saw  no  diffi- 
culty in  their  doing  it  as  a  part  of  the  militia  of 
the  United  States.    As  far  as  respects  the  State 
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of  Pennsylvania,  several  of  the  battalions,  which 
are  entitled  by  law  to  have  lisht  infantry  or  rifle- 
men attached  to  them,  have  ihem  not  at  present. 
And  he  believed  scarcely  any  of  the  light  infantry 
volunteer  corps,  or  troops  of  horse  of  this  city, 
have  ffot  their  full  complement  of  men ;  there 
could  be  no  difficulty,  therefore,  in  youn^  men 
making  themselves  volunteers,  either  by  establish- 
ing new  corps  of  militia  or  by  joining  such  as  are 
at  present  on  foot.  How  far  the  deficiency  in  re- 
spect to  these  voluntary  corps  might  exist  mother 
parts  of  the  Union,  he  could  not  say ;  but  he  re- 
collected that  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina. 
(Mr.  Harper,)  when  speakinc^  on  a  subject  in 
some  defi^ree  connected  with  this,  had  said  that, 
though  there  appeared  to  be  many  troops  of  horse 
to  the  Southward,  they  rather  existed  on  paper 
than  otherwise.  He  supposed,  therefore,  that  there 
was  a  good  openinc^  for  volunteer  young  men  in 
that  quarter.  Besides,  the  law  of  last  session  or- 
dering a  detachment  of  80,000  militia,  provides 
that  the  President  shall  have  the  power  o(  accept- 
isig  of  liny  volunteer  corps  of  militia  who  shall 
oner  their  service.  He  did  not  see,  therefore, 
any  advantage  to  be  derived  to  the  defence  of 
the  country,  by  means  of  this  clause,  which 
could  not  be  obtained  by  means  of  the  laws  alrea- 
dy existing. 

The  committee  were  told,  the  other  day,  that, 
by  virtue  of  this  bill,  a  number  of  volunteer  corps 
would  be  raised,  who  would  associate  themselves 
for  the  purpose  of  learning  the  military  art,  which 
would  be  of  great  service  to  the  Union.  He  saw 
nothing  of  this  sort  in  this  bill  which  was  not 
common  to  all  the  militia.  It  would,  therefore, 
be  a  matter  of  choice,  and  it  was  the  same  with  all 
those  companiesof  militia  of  which  he  had  spoken, 
the  light  infantry  companies,  and  troops  of  horse 
belonging  to  the  militia  having  uniformly  taken 
more  pains  than  the  other  companies  of  the  mili- 
tia to  make  themselves  masters  of  the  military 
discipline.  It  was  said  also,  at  the  same  time^  that 
these  corps  were  to  nominate  their  own  officers, 
and  that  they  would  receive  their  commissions 
from  the  President.  He  did  not  understand  this 
from  the  bill ;  it  contains  no  provision  of  the  kind, 
and  if  it  did  such  provision  would  be  unconstitu- 
tional. The  bill  says,  the  officers  of  these  volun- 
teer corps  shall  be  appointed  by  the  President,  and 
the  Constitution  directs  that  the  President  or  heads 
of  department  shall  appoint  all  officers  whose  ap- 
pointment is  not  otherwise  provided  by  the  Con- 
stitution. If  these  young  men  were  to  enrol  them- 
selves as  a  part  of  the  militia,  they  would  then  in 
the  State  of  Pennsylvania  have  the  choice  of  their 
own  officers  by  law,  but,  according  to  the  propos- 
ed establishment,  they  cannot  do  this.  They  may 
recommend  a  person  as  an  officer,  but  this  could 
not  be  called  a  nomination  of  an  officer. 

But  he  believed  serious  objections  might  be 
found  to  this  provision  on  the  ground  of  expedi- 
ency. What  is  to  be  the  organization  of  these 
corps  ?  They  are  to  be  distinct  from  the  militia. 
It  is  not  proposed  that  they  should  individually 
enlist,  but  form  themselves  into  associations, 
whien  would  be  literally  military  associations,  a^d 


military  associations  to  last  for  two  years.  To 
consist  of  whom  ?  Of  those  persons,  who,  from 
their  situation  in  life,  are  able  to  arm,  clothe,  and 
equip  themselves  at  their  own  expense.  It  was, 
therefore,  an  exclusive  privilege  to  a  certain  class 
of  men  (young  merchants,  lawyers,  and  others,) 
who  are  possessed  of  more  wealth  than  their  poor- 
er neighbors,  to  form  a  military  association.  And 
for  what  purpose  ?  They  are  liable  to  be  called 
out  to  do  military  tiuty  in  any  manner  that  the 
President  may  think  proper.  They  are  to  be  alto- 
gether at  his  disposition.  Here,  then,  is  an  asso- 
ciation of  men  authorized  by  law,  a  military  asso- 
ciation, and  when  thus  organized,  to  be  put  within 
the  power  of  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
to  be  called  into  action,  whenever  he  pleases ;  for 
there  Ls  no  limitation  in  this  clause,  as  in  the  case 
of  the  provisional  army,  that  those  men  shall  be 
called  into  service  in  case  of  war.  invasion,  or  im- 
minent danger  of  invasion ;  but  tne  President  may 
accept  of  their  services  at  any  time.  There  is  no 
limitation,^  except  that  which  is  upon  the  duration 
of  the  law.  The  President  is  also  to  accept  whom, 
and  reject  whom  he  pleases.  So  that  it  there  be 
evils  to  be  apprehended  from  the  existence  of  a 
stJEindiDg  army,  if  there  was  at  any  time  ground 
of  alarm  from  establishments  of  this  kind  endan- 
gering the  existence  of  public  liberty,  it  would  be 
impossible  to  form  a  standing  army  more  danger- 
ous than  this.  Here  are  men  who,  in  the  first  place, 
are  to  associate  themselves,  not  here  and  there,  nor 
taken  indiscriminately,  but  men  of  a  peculiar  cast, 
who  are  to  associate  tnemselves  under  the  Presi- 
dent, and  to  be  called  upon  to  do  duty  by  him.  It 
need  not  be  said  that  no  danger  is  to  be  appre- 
hended from  the  President's  abusing  this  power ; 
and  that  we  ought  to  have  no  confidence  in  him  ; 
for,  if  a  majority^  of  this  House  are  ready  to  say 
that  no  danger  is  to  be  apprehended  from  estab- 
lishments ot  this  kind,  and  that  standing  armies 
are  never  abused — who  have  discarded  all  those 
principles  favorable  to  liberty  which  heretofore 
actuated  the  councils  of  this  country — no  argn- 
ments  which  he  could  make  use  of  would  hare 
any  effect  upon  their  minds.  But  he  took  it  for 
granted  that  standing  armies  were  considered  as  a 
dangerous  weapon,  and  ought  to  be  guarded 
agamst.  It  whs  from  this  conviction,  that  he 
thought  it  unnecessary  to  say  anything  on  the 
danger  of  encouraging  these  establishments ;  and 
if  that  principle  was  admitted,  he  would  say  that 
the  army  now  proposed,  would  be  a  standing  army 
of  the  worst  kind,  as  the  men  are  to  cost  nothing, 
except  when  in  service,  and  they  are  unlimitM 
in  their  number.  He  knew  it  was  not  in  our  power 
(our  revenues  not  being  sufficient  for  it)  to  raise  a 
standing  army  in  the  ordinary  way,  large  enough 
to  prove  dangerous  to  the  liberties  of  the  country ; 
but  the  manner  in  which  this  force  is  proposed  to 
be  raised,  removes  the  great  security  which  we 
otherwise  should  have  from  our  inability  to  pay  a 
large  standing  army. 

Nor  could  Mr.  G.  believe  that  d^e  advantages 
which  ffentlemen  promised  themselves  would  re-> 
suit  to  the  defence  of  the  country  from  the  service 
of  these  young  men.    For,  who  are  the  men  who 
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are  to  form  these  corps  1  They  are  men  who  can 
afford  to  arm,  clothe,  aod  equip  themselves;  and 
could  it  be  expected,  Mr.  Q.  asked,  that  young 
men,  in  the  situation  in  life  which  these  young 
men  must  be  in,  would  wish  to  enlist  themselves 
as  private  soldiers  for  two  years  1  He  should  sup- 
po^  not.  These  youn^  men  would  be  most  likely 
to  repel  any  sudden  mvasion ;  would  be  active 
and  serviceable  to  take  a  tour  ot  duty  for  three  or 
fix  months,  in  common  with  their  fellow-citizens 
of  the  militia ;  but  it  is  not  consistent  with  the 
principles  of  human  nature  to  suppose  that  young 
men  of  this  description  who  have  other  pursuits 
in  view,  and  who  wish  to  establish  themselves  in 
business,  would  be  willing  to  lay  aside  all  for  the 
business  of  a  soldier.  For  a  case  of  emergency,  or 
as  officers,  he  should  suppose  them  willing  to  en- 
gage in  the  service,  but  not  as  common  soldiers. 

Mr.  G.  did  not  believe,  therefore,  that  the  ser- 
vice which  these  young  men  expected  to  be 
called  upon  to  perform  was  a  military  service  of 
two  years.  He  believed  few  of  them,  would  be 
willing  to  enter,  if  they  thought  they  were  the 
next  day  liable  to  be  called  upon  to  perform  two 
years  service  as  private  soldiers,  though  they  mi^ht 
be  ready  to  take  their  full  share,  or  more,  of  mili- 
tary duty. 

Upon  the  whole,  Mr.  G.  said,  it  appeared  to 
him  that  this  section  contemplated  the  erection  of 
a  standing  military  force  of  the  verv  worst  kind, 
to  consist  of  young  men  not  regulated  by  lawj 
but  by  association.  In  short,  it  was,  in  his  idea, 
a  j^n  to  arm  one  description  of  men  exclusively 
of  others,  and  give  them  to  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  to  be  used  as  he  pleased  ;  and  what 
security  had  they  that  thev  would  not  be  used  for 
dangerous  purposes  ?  If  he  was  mistaken  in  his 
coAstruction  of  this  bill,  he  wished  to  be  rectified ; 
but,  with  his  present  impressions,  he  must  hope 
the  section  would  be  struck  out. 

Mr.  SiTOREAVBs  believed  that  much  time  would 
not  be  necessary  to  show  that  the  arguments  of 
his  colleague  are  not  only  fallacious,  when  sepa- 
rately considered,  but  that  they  are  at  war  with 
each  other.  At  one  time  he  raises  Constitutional 
doubts,  and  iustifies  them  on  the  presumption 
that  these  volunteer  corps  are  to  be  considered  as 
militia;  and  in  another  part  of  his  argument  he 
considers  them  as  dangerous,  because  they  will 
form  a  standing  army,  and  a  standing  army  of 
the  worst  kind.  Thus,  changine  his  principles  to 
suit  his  purnose,  he  finds  it  equally  easy  to  prove 
them  one  thing,  or  the  other,  or  ooth,  or  neither. 
To  arguments,  such  as  these,  it  is  sufficient  to  an- 
swer, that,  if  the  volunteers  are  militia,  the  con- 
siderations of  danger  and  inexpediency  do  not 
apply  to  them ;  and  if  they  are  a  standing  army, 
the  Constitutional  doubt  must  be  at  an  end. 

It  was  in  this  way  that  the  arguments  of  his 
colleague  were  in  opposition  to  each  other ;  taken 
saparately,  it  could  be  demonstrated  that  they  are 
as  fallacious  as  they  are  contradictory.  He  had 
first  told  the  committee  that  the  object  of  this 
bilL  which  is  to  enable  the  Government  to  avail 
itself  of  the  general  enthusiasm,  and  to  bring  into 
the  service  of  the  country  iu  young  and  active 
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citizens,  might  as  well  be  attained  by  accepting 
the  service  of  the  volunteer  companies,  who  un- 
der the  existing  militia  laws  are  already  armed, 
and  clothed,  and  equipped,  and  are  attached  to 
the  established  regiments  of  militia.  Yet  he  had 
himself;  in  other  parts  of  his  speech,  when  he  had 
a  different  point  to  prove,  pointed  out  very  essen- 
tial features  of  distinction  between  these  and  the 
volunteer  corps  contemplated  by  the  present  bilL 
In  the  first  place,  the  President  is  not  authorized, 
either  by  the  general  militia  law  or  by  the  act  of 
last  session  ^r  putting  80,000  in  requisition,  to 
require  or  to  accept  the  actual  service  of  any  body 
of  militia  for  a  longer  term  than  three  months  on 
one  tour ;  whereas  the  volunteer  corps,  whom  the 
President  would  be  authorized  to  accept,  might  be 
called  upon  to  do  military  duty,  at  any  time  within 
two  years  from  their  tender  of  service,  and  for 
any  term  not  exceeding  three  years.  Again,  the 
power  of  the  President  to  call  out  the  militia  is 
restricted  to  the  cases  of  insurrection,  of  actual 
invasion,  or  imminent  danger  of  invasion ;  where- 
as he  would,  by  this  bill,  be  empowered  to  call  the 
volunteers  into  actual  service,  whenever  "  in  his 
opinion  the  public  interest  shall  rec^uire."  Thus, 
in  two  very  important  and  essential  points,  will 
these  volunteer  corps  differ  from  the  ordinary 
militia ;  and  of  course  it  is  obvious  that  the  ob- 
jects of  this  bill  cannot  be  attained  by  the  ex- 
isting militia  laws. 

It  remained,  therefore,  only  to  inquire  whether 
the  gentleman's  arguments  as  to  the  expediency 
of  the  measure  were  any  better  founded.  Mr.  J9. 
understood  the  objection,  on  this  score,  to  be  that 
the  proposed  bill  will  bring  together  a  corps  of 
rich  men,  who  will  constitute  a  military  associa- 
tion to  be  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  President 
of  the  United  States ;  and  a  body  thus  constructed 
his  colleague  styles  a  standing  army  of  the  worst 
kind.  The  two  parts  of  the  objection  are  that  it 
will  be  a  military  association  of  the  ricky  and 
that  this  association  wiU  be  at  the  disposal  of  the 
President,  On  the  first  point,  the  anility  of  the 
persons  who  shall  compose  the  volunteer  corps, 
to  arm,  clothe,  and  equip  themselves  at  their  own 
expense,  is  considered  as  an  evidence  of  wealth; 
and  the  possession  of  wealth  is  insidiously  repre- 
sented as  an  evidence  of  hostility  to  the  liberties 
of  the  people ;  a  military  association  is  denounced 
as  dangerous  to  the  Constitution  and  laws,  because 
it  will  be  composed  of  men  possessing  that  prop- 
erty which  is  the  strongest  and  dearest  bond  of 
their  connexions  with  the  community,  the  firmest 
pledge  of  their  attachment  to  the  happiness  and 
prosperity  of  the  country ;  that  property,  the  com- 
plete protection  and  enjoyment  of  which  can  only 
be  secured  by  a  free  constitution,  and  by  wise  and 
g:ood  laws^  administered  with  justice  and  impar- 
tiality. Yet  such  a  body  of  citizens,  collected  for 
the  defence  of  the  country  against  foreign  ene- 
mies, in  a  season  of  danger,  under  the  constituted 
authorities  of  the  nation,  is  branded  by  his  col- 
league with  the  odious  epithet  of  a  standing  aroay 
— a  standing  army  of  the  worst  kind.  Mr.  8. 
could  confidently  appeal  to  the  judgment,  as  well 
a«  the  feelings  of  the  committee,  to  pronoimce  on 
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arguments  such  a^  these,  and  however  well  they 
are  calculated  to  influence  a  mob,  he  was  well  as- 
fUfed  they  could  produce  no  effect  where  they 
were  now  used.  Shall  it  be  said,  because  a  citi- 
gen  is  able  to  arm,  and  clothe^  and  equip  himself 
lor  military  service,  that  he  is  dangerous  and  in- 
imical to  liberty  1  His  colleague  did  not  appear 
Id  be  aware  how  many  of  our  citizens  this  denun- 
jtiatioQ  would  include.  He  did  not  recollect  that 
k  would  apply  with  as  much  force  to  all  the  uni- 
iormed  militia  companies,  from  one  end  of  the 
tfpntinent  to  the  other,  as  to  the  volunteers  de- 
figned  by  this  bill ;  that  it  would  embrace  those 
Tery  miluia  companies,  whose  services  he  himself 
had  recommended  to  accept,  and  who  have  been 
MQOciated  under  the  existing  militia  laws ;  that  in 
frot  it  would  include  the  whole  body  of  the  mili- 
tia of  the  Union,  whose  duty  it  is  by  law  to  pro- 
Tide  their  own  accoutrements.  His  colleague 
had  indeed  intimated  a  distinction  bv  an  expres- 
aion  calculated  to  give  an  idea  that  the  volunteers 
are  to  be  made  up  of  merchantM  and  lavjyen. 
This  insinuation,  used  merely  ad  captandum,  b 
known  by  everybody  not  to  be  founded  in  fact ; 
the  Tolunteer  companies,  established  by  law,  and 
attached  to  every  regiment  of  militia  in  the  United 
States,  are  known  to  be  composed,  with  very  few 
exceptions,  of  the  substantial  yeomanrv  of  the 
country,  of  citizens  who  will  not  be  pleased  to 
hear  that,  because  they  have  been  able  and  have 
had  s{Hrit  enough  to  uniform  and  equip  them- 
selves, they  are  therefore  enemies  to  the  liberties 
of  their  country.  In  fact,  it  would  not  be  easy 
to  conjecture  any  justifiable  motive  for  the  insin- 
uation of  his  colleague  on  the  subject  of  the 
naerchants  and  lawyers.  Was  it  designed  to  insin- 
vate  that  none  but  merchants  and  lawyers  have 
the  means  and  the  spirit  to  render  their  service  to 
the  country  in  the  hour  of  danger  ?  The  other 
alaases  of  citizens  will  not  be  flattered  by  such  an 
insinuation.  Was  it  designed  to  impress  a  belief 
that  the  commercial  men  and  the  members  of  the 
kamed  professions  were  less  attached  to  the  Con- 
atittttioa  and  the  laws  than  their  fellow  citizens  ? 
In  this  view  it  would  be  a  calunmy,  unfounded 
en  any  fact,  unprovoked  by  any  experience ;  why 
then  was  it  mentioned  1  Why  was  the  distinction 
taken  ?  If  It  was  not  intended  to  intimate  that 
tboee  classes  of  the  citizens  were  better  or  worse 
thaa  their  neighbors,  the  emphatic  mention  ap- 
peared to  be  without  a  motive  that  could  have 
any  ^plication  to  the  subject  under  discussion. 
The  truth  is,  that  citizens  thus  arrayed  in  the  de- 
fence of  the  nation,  at  their  own  expense,  let  them 
be  composed  of  what  profession  or  occupation  so- 
eTer<  wiU  give  the  best  pledge  of  their  patriotism 
and  love  of  country.  To  them  miffht  oe  applied 
with  peculiar  force  the  expression  vniich  had  been 
ueed  on  a  former  occasion,  that  '^  they  would  fight, 
not  like  slaves  for  pay,  but  like  freemen  for  their 
rights." 

The  other  part  of  his  colleague's  objection  was, 
that  the  volunteers,  when  raised,  are  to  be  under 
the  direction  of  the  President.  This  objection,  if 
it  is  of  any  weight,  applies  not  only  to  tbis  sec- 
tion of  the  bill,  but  to  the  whole  bill ;  tothewhok 


Military  Establishment  of  the  United  States;  to 
the  Constitution  itself:  all  tbe  military  force  of 
the  country  is  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
Stetes  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  President,  wlia 
is  Commander4n-Chief  of  the  land  and  naTil 
forces,  and  of  the  militia  when  called  into  actual 
service.  The  law  could  make  ao  other  dispoa^ 
tion  of  the  Tolimteer  corps ;  and  tbe  objection  was 
pointed  against  any  military  establishment  of  any 
sort:  its  basis  was  a  distrust  of  the  President  o 
one  of  the  constituted  authorities  of  the  coiratry. 
But  after  having  heard  the  gentleman  deaoaaee 
all,  who  are  able  to  e^uip  themselves  for  senrioe,  as 
unfit  to  be  trusted  with  the  defence  of  the  ooub* 
try,  it  was  not  surprising  to  hear  him  denounee 
the  President  as  unfit  to  be  trusted  with  the  eoa- 
duct  of  this  defence. 

For  himself,  Mr.  S.  eould  discorer  in  these  cb^ 
jections  nothing  but  the  spirit  of  determined,  im- 
distinguishing  opposition.  It  must  be  rememberadL 
when  the  House  was  engaged  in  the  discussion  of 
measures. for  maritime  defence,  the  gentleoieA 
who  opposed  those  measures  told  us  they  would 
agree  to  any  propositions  which  should  be  cakvH 
lated  for  the  defence  of  the  territory  of  the  United 
States ;  yet  now,  when  it  is  proposed  to  prepare 
for  the  defence  of  the  territory,  the  promise  b  for- 
gotten or  abandoned,  and  we  are  encountered  with 
as  many  objections,  and  difliculties,  and  embar- 
rassments as  before.  When  it  is  proposed  to  raiae 
regular  troops,  we  are  threatened  with  the  ex- 
pense ;  and  when  it  is  proposed  to  call  into  semoe 
a  body  of  volunteers,  who  will  save  to  the  coun- 
try the  expense  of  equipments,  of  bounty,  and  va- 
rious other  charges  which  are  incident  to  the  rais- 
ing a  regular  army,  we  are  told  that  thb  saving  la 
dangerous  to  the  liberties  of  the  people,  and  that 
it  is  arming  one  portion  of  the  citizens  against  the 
rest.  His  colleague  is  neither  willing  to  pay  for 
a  navy,  nor  an  army,  nor  to  trust  tbe  defence  of 
the  country  to  its  own  citizens.  He  deaouaees 
the  rich  as  dangerous,  and  he  will  not  pay  those 
who  are  unable  to  equip  themselves.  All  the  ter- 
rors of  a  standiiig  army  are  conjured  up  to  pre- 
vent an  embodying  of  the  citizens,  while  in  the 
same  breath  he  concedes  expressly  tnat  a  scaading 
army  cannot  yet  be  a  cause  or  alarm,  and  that 
America,  secure  in  her  attachofteat  to  law  aad 
liberty,  would  as  yet  have  nothing  to  apprehend 
from  one.  It  was  for  his  colleague  to  reconcile 
such  paradoxes — it  was  for  the  committee  to  de- 
termine on  the  success  with  which  they  had  beea 
urged. 

Mr.  Orrs  said,  he  was  extremely  afifeeted,  though 
not  much  surprised,  at  the  opposition  made  to  this 
section  of  the  bill.  The  Constitution  of  this  coun- 
try, in  which  all  had  been  taught  to  confide  as  tha 
^reat  security  to  our  rights,  is  upon  all  occasions 
introduckl  as  a  stumbling-block  m  the  discuaeioos 
of  this  House,  and  instead  of  forming  any  safe 
rule  of  conduct,  it  proves  a  mere  cobweb — a  mere 
jargon  of  political  maxims,  and  is  the  foundatioa 
of  sophisms  in  almost  every  debate. 

Wnat  are  the  objections  of  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsvlvania  to  this  section  of  the  bill  ?  It  is,  if 
he  onaerstood  him  rightly}  that  these  Tolantssis 
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partake  in  some  measore  of  the  qualities  of  mili- 
tia, and  in  others  of  a  standing  arm3r,  and  in  some 
•ikers  differ  from  either,  and  that  if  the  section 
n^BB  agreed  to  as  it  stands,  erery  Constitutional 
jprorisiott  with  respect  to  the  appointment  of  mili- 
tia officen  will  be  yiolated.  An  answer  had  al- 
leadv  been  giren,  which  he  thought  plain  and 
eonclusiTe,  tiz:  that  these  volunteers  will  not 
•oma  under  the  denomination  of  militia,  but  of 
the  standing  army.  The  striking  characteristic 
difference  is  this :  that  militia  are  bound  to  serve 
by  the  laws  of  the  country^  without  any  respect 
to  private  consent,  and  the  volunteers  will  be 
k>uBd  only  by  contract ;  they  will  consist  only  of 
those  who  come  forward  to  defend  their  country. 
As  far  as  relates  to  the  Constitutional  objection, 
therefore,  there  is  an  end  of  it  Indeed,  gentle- 
men themselves  did  not  seem  much  to  rely  upon  it 
But  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  says,  that 
avery  Constitutional  provision  respecting  the  mi- 
Hcia  may  be  evaded,  if  these  volunteer  corps  are 
thus  admitted  into  the  service,  and  the'  whole 
body  of  militia  may  become  volunteers,  and  those 
volunteers  form  an  immense  standing  army,  under 
the  command  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  which  might  overturn  the  rights  and  lib- 
art  ies  of  the  people  of  this  country.  There  could 
be  no  question  that  every  institution  might  be 
abused.  No  doubt  this  House  might  at  any  time 
▼ote  to  raise  an  army  equal  to  all  the  militia,  con- 
tniiie  it  in  force  longer  tban  the  Constitution  has 
Ahreeted,  and  consume  all  the  resources  of  the  com- 
DMinity  in  support  of  it ;  but  because  Congress 
possess  this  sovereign  power,  does  it  follow  that 
they  will  abuse  it  ?  The  case  stated  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania  is  an  extreme  case, 
and  therefore  ought  to  form  no  objection  to  this 
measure.  The  whole  subject  is  under  considera- 
tioB ;  the  number  may  be  limited,  or  the  time  re- 
stricted, without  affecting  the  general  {principle  of 
ihe  bill ;  and  it  is  only  to  answer  especial  purpose 
t^t  the  gentleman  confined  his  ar^ments  to 
particular  clauses  of  it.  It  was  stated  by  the  gen- 
tlefioan  from  Penns]rlvania  that  no  possible  ad- 
Tanta^pe  could  be  derived  from  the  plan  proposed 
by  this  section,  but  that  many  inconveniencies 
may  arise  from  it  He  says  no  advantage  can  re- 
ault  from  it,  because  there  are  many  volunteer 
oorpe  in  the  militia  which  want  filling  up,  and 
that  these  young  men  might  enter  into  them,  and 
the  President  would  then  accept  them  in  the  form 
of  militia.  In  answer  to  this,  he  would  ask  the 
gentleman  what  he  would  do  in  those  States 
where  there  are  no  volunteer  corps,  and,  conse- 
auentlVj  none  of  these  vacancies?  And,  so  far 
nrom  this  kind  of  corps  existing  in  all  the  States, 
they  are  in  some  of  them  very  much  discounte- 
nanced, and  he  did  not  understand  that  corps  of 
this  kind  had  received  any  kind  of  sanction  from 
tbe  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania.  He 
himself  believed  that  many  advantages  would  be 
derived  to  the  country  from  the  acceptance  of  the 
service  of  these  young  men.  The  flower  of  our 
youth,  taken  from  all  classes  and  professions,  be- 
mg  ready  at  a  moment^  warning  to  defend  the 
eoontxy,  m«nt  prore  the  most  effeetual  and  cheap 


security  we  can  possibly  have  a^inst  any  attack 
which  may  be  made  upon  us.  £roulous  of  out- 
doing each  other  in  discipline,  a  military  fervor 
will  DC  excited  in  the  country  which  could  not  be 
raised  bv  means  of  the  militia  system  alone,  and 
they  will  be  ready  to  repel  invasion,  or  to  engage 
in  any  other  service  which  the  public  safety  may 
require.  And,  if  nobody  else  did  it,  he  would 
move  to  strike' out  the  clause  restricting  the  use 
of  these  volunteers  to  the  State  in  which  they  re- 
side,  or  in  an  adjoining  State. 

But,  in  order  to  alarm  the  committee,  the  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania  had  called  these  youth 
an  association  of  wealthy  armed  individuals ;  but 
Mr.  O.  hoped  the  committee  would  not  be  alarm- 
ed by  sounds.  It  would  doubtless  be  a  military 
association.  So  is  the  militia  of  the  country.  But 
we  stand  in  need  of  the  assistance  of  these  brave 
youth,  and,  instead  of  heing  frowned  upon,  their 
association  ought  to  be  cherished  and  encouraged. 
Does  not  the  militia,  said  Mr.  O.,  consist  of  citb* 
2ens  who  arm  themselves?  It  certainly  does; 
therefore  no  proof  of  wealth  results  from  this,  for 
every  soldier  in  the  militia  is  as  much  a  man  of 
wealth  as  a  volunteer  of  the  corp  proposed  to  be 
raised.  Yet  the  idea  of  the  opulence  of  these  in- 
dividuals had  been  held  out  in  order  to  make  this 
institution  odious. 

But  did  the  gentleman  suppose  that  none  but 
the  sons  of  the  wealthy  will  turn  out  in  defence 
of  their  country  ?  Does  he  consider  himself  as 
the  protector  of  the  poor,  or  their  enemy  ?  Does 
he  mean,  by  saying  this,  to  satirize  or  panegy- 
rize them  ?  His  own  idea  was,  that  citizens  of 
all  descriptions,  yeomanry,  manufacturers,  and 
tradesmen,  would  come  forward  and  join  these 
defenders  of  their  country. 

But  it  is  said  there  is  no  limitation  to  this  bill ; 
that  the  Executive  may  accept  or  reject  whom  he 
pleases.  Does  not  the  President  do  the  same  at 
present,  through  the  medium  of  the  recruiting 
officers  ?  And  could  this  be  conceived  a  danger- 
ous power  ?  Certainly. not  \  as  he  could  have  no 
rule  but  this,  to  accept  of  all  who  are  willing  and 
able  to  serve  their  country. 

But  it  is  alleged  that  this  force  will  be  a  formi- 
dable standing  army.  Here,  again,  sounds  are  to 
intimidate  us.  He  never  heard  that  a  standing 
army  was  dangerous  to  the  liberties  of  a  country, 
except  in  time  of  peace,  and  that  when  an  army 
\»  made  up,  not  of  citizens,  but  of  the  banditti  of 
the  community.  But  we  are  not  now  in  a  state 
of  peace,  but  of  actual  war.  It  is  true  the  coun- 
try is  not  invaded,  but  he  believed  a  long  period 
would  not  elapse  before  an  invasion  takes  jplaee, 
when  it  miffht  be  too  late  to  raise  a  body  of  men 
for  our  detcnce.  He  hoped,  therefore,  the  Pre^ 
sident  would  have  authority  to  accept  of  the 
service  of  these  younff  men,  who,  being  taken 
from  the  bosom  of  tneir  families  and  friends, 
could  not  be  supposed  to  form  an  army  dangerona 
to  the  liberties  or  the  country;  nor  did  he  think 
insinuations  of  this  kind  oueht  to  be  urged. 

Mr.  O.  remarked,  that  when  he  said  we  are  in 
actual  war,  he  did  not  speak  figuratively,  but  lite- 
rally.   War  is  not  declared,  but  it  is  made  upoft 
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as,  and  it  is  our  duty  to  defend  ourselves  against 
it.  But  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  had 
said,  that  the  French  will  not  invade  us,  and  with- 
out that  there  can  be  no  war.  He  said  it  was  not 
their  interest,  and  if  it  were,  that  it  was  not  in 
the  power  of  the  French  to  invade  us  with  any 
forimdable  force ;  that  they  have  everything  but 
money,  but  without  that  it  was  impossible  for 
them  to  come  over  and  invade  us.  Mr.  O.  thought 
this  a  good  reason  why  they  should  attempt  an 
invasion  of  this  country.  After  having  desolated 
Europe,  and  laid  it  under  contribution,  he  sup- 
poe^d  it  would  be  no  difficult  thinff  to  induce  a 
belief  in  their  soldiers  that  they  might  find  in  our 
banks,  and  among  our  opulent  citizens,  a  supply  of 
money.  Nor  was  it  money  alone  which  they 
wanted ;  property  of  any  kind  would  be  welcome. 
He  therefore  thought  it  highly  probable,  that  the 
ships  and  troops  preparing  against  another  coun- 
try, when  they  shall  either  have  failed  or  suc- 
ceeded in  their  enterprise,  may  be  destined  for  our 
shores.  It  became  us,  therefore,  to  make  the  best 
defence  we  could. 

£ut  it  was  said,  that  these  young  men  would 
not  march  to  fight,  or  enlist  for  any  time.  This 
was  another  reproach  against  them  which  was 
unwarranted.  We  have  seen  some  of  the  young 
men  of  Philadelphia,  and  from  other  parts  of  the 
country,  embody  themselves  as  volunteers,  and  go 
upon  a  very  unpleasant  and  dangerous  expedition 
against  the  Western  insurgents;  and,  whenever 
an  occasion  shall  again  occur,  he  doubted  not 
they  would  a^in  be  willing  to  march  in  their 
country's  service,  provided  the  Legislature  will 
take  strong  ground  and  afibrd  them  countenance. 
But  if  they  see  Congress  are  lulled  to  sleep,  they 
will  very  naturally  say,  "  Since  Congress  is  un- 
willing to  take  active  measures,  it  is  in  vain  for 
us  to  come  forward,"  and  they  will  lose  that  spirit 
of  ardor  which  now  animates  them.  It  will  give 
I  place  to  a  repose  that  has  proved  fatal  to  every 
country  which  has  given  way  to  it,  and  which,  in 
his  opinion,  if  not  prevented,  will  terminate  in  the 
destruction  of  this  country. 

But  he  would  wish  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania, or  some  other  gentlemen  who  are  op- 
posed to  this,  and  who  have  been  pretty  generally 
opposed  to  every  measure  of  defence,  would  say 
what  substitute  they  propose  in  place  of  this  mea- 
sure. After  a  procrastinated  session  of  more'than 
six  months,  when  every  man  out  of  these  walls  is 
impressed  with  the  danger  of  our  situation,  it  was 
surely  necessary  to  provide  for  some  defence  of 
the  territory  of  the  Union.  They  say  they  will 
not  have  a  navy,  because  we  are  not  adequate  to 
the  expense ;  they  agree  to  a  few  vessels.  If  you 
will  not  have  a  navy,  will  you  have  an  army  ? 
No,  it  is  answered,  not  a  standing  army,  because 
it  is  dangerous  to  liberty,  and  expensive.  Will 
you  have  a  standing  army  which  shall  cost  noth- 
mff  ?  No,  because  that  would  be  unconstitutional. 
We  will  agree  to  a  little  expense  to  fortify  our 
ports  and  narbors ;  to  a  few  arms,  and  a  small 
quantity  of  ammunition ;  but  furtner  than  this 
we  will  not  go.  We  will  rely  upon  the  militia, 
tf  ^is  was  ^e  de^ern^ination  of  gentlem/en,  there 


was  no  occasion'  for  Conffress  to  have  met  and 
debated  six  months,  and  finally  to  tell  the  people 
what  they  could  do  without  our  advice:  "Vott 
must  rely  upon  your  militia  for  defence."  He 
wished,  therefore,  instead  of  shrinking  from  repre- 
sentations of  this  kind,  and  manifesting  resent- 
ment ;  instead  of  saying  they  have  been,  and  are 
willinfi^  to  defend  the  country,  they  would  be 
pleased  to  say  by  what  system  they  propose  to 
do  it. 

Mr.  O.'  believed  this  country  to  be  in  a  very 
hazardous  situation.  He  believed  we  should  see 
a  day  more  big  with  danger  than  we  have  ever 
yet  seen,  and  it  would  be  prudent  to  snard  againsC 
It  before  it  comes.  In  England  and  Ireland  volun- 
teer corps  are  greatly  to  be  depended  upon  for  the 
defence  of  those  countries  in  the  present  time  of 
danger;  and  if  in  those  countries,  which  getf tie- 
men  call  despotic  countries,  they  depend  upon 
their  volunteers,  ought  not  we  to  have  greater 
confidence  in  them  in  this  country,  where  citi- 
zens fight  for  everything  dear  to  roan,  and  where 
if  we  make  any  change  in  our  Gk)vemment,  it 
must  be  an  excnange  of  a  free  for  a  despotic  sys- 
tem of  Government?  We  see  an  irruption  ia 
Europe  more  to  be  dreaded  than  the  irruption  of 
the  Goths  and  Vandals ;  we  see  not  only  ancient 
establishments,  and  thrones  and  crowns  throwa 
down,  but  everything  great  and  good  destroyed. 
And  may  not  our  country  meet  with  a  similar 
fate  ?  May  not  the  same  means  which  have  been 
employed  m  other  countries,  meet  with  the  same 
success  here  ?  They  will,  except  that  we  resolve 
they  shall  not.  He  could  not  nelp  wishing  that 
the  old  members  of  Congress  of  1776  were  now 
in  their  places,  or  that  those  of  them  whose  spirits 
are  gone  to  receive  their  reward,  had  left  their 
mantles  behind  them.  But  he  was  afraid  that 
the  conduct  of  gentlemen  at  this  session  would 
prove  that  the  present  Congress  had  degenerated 
from  the  patriotism  of  their  predecessors,  and 
were  certamly  not  entitled  to  the  blessings  of 
their  country. 

Mr.  McDowell  said,  were  his  feelings  affected 
in  the  manner  which  those  of  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  (Mr.  Otis)  appeared  to  be,  he 
would  not  have  risen.  It  would  appear  that  the 
sound  of  the  din  of  war  had  already  reached  his 
ears.  He,  however,  felt  perfectly  unalarmed  by 
the  fears  which  seemed  so  greatly  to  agitate  the 
gentleman. 

When  this  subject  was  under  consideration,  the 
other  day,  he  stated  some  Constitutional  objections 
to  the  measure,  which  he  hoped  vrould  have  been 
noticed  ;  but  they  bad  not  been  attended  to.  Mr. 
McD.  repeated  them.  He  admitted  that  this  force 
would  be  raised  without  expense,  at  firsts  but,  if 
called  into  service,  it  would  receive  the  same  pay 
as  others,  and  there  would  be  no  greater  expense 
attending  the  training  any  part  of  the  militia  held 
in  requisition,  than  there  would  be  in  training 
these  volunteers.  It  had  been  said,  militia  could 
not  be  depended  upon,  and  therefore  it  was  neces- 
sary to  have  a  regular  force.  If  gentlemen  really 
believed  this,  he  wished  they  would  come  for- 
ward and  propose  a  standing  force  at  once. 
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Gentlemen  say  these  volunteers  will  furnish  a 
rerv  formidable  force.  This  may  be  the  case,  but 
he  believed  it  was  very  uncertain.  He  could  not 
see  why  they  should  he  more  formidable  than  the 
militia.  He  believed  the  militia  could  learn  their 
discipline  as  well,  and  had  as  much  zeal,  as  they 
for  the  welfare  or  their  country.  One  of  the  great- 
est inducements  to  persons  to  enter  into  this  corps 
is.  that  the^  are  to  be  employed  only  in  their  own 
or  an  adjoming  State.  The  gentleman  from  Mas- 
'sachuseits  proposes,  however,  to  strike  this  clause 
out.  If  it  were  struck  out,  he  supposed  it  would 
confine  the  number  of  volunteers  within  a  less 
<;ompass  than  they  otherwise  would  have  been. 
But,  if  ^ntlemen's  views  were  to  go  the  full 
length  which  they  contemplated,  there  would  be 
no  restriction  as  to  the  number  of  men  to  be  em- 
ployed, nor  to  the  extent  of  the  time  of  admission, 
except  the  limitation  of  the  law;  and  Congress 
would,  in  the  mean  time,  have  no  will  upon  the 
subject,  having  delegated  the  power  to  the  Presi- 
dent, contrary  to  the  express  provisions  of  the 
Constitution. 

He  was  opposed  to  this  mode  of  raising  troops. 
fie  knew  only  of  two  descriptions  of  soldiers,  re- 
gulars and  militia,  and  he  looked  upon  the  latter 
as  the  only  complete  defence  of  the  country.  As 
to  an  invasion,  which  gentlemen  seemed  to  speak 
of  with  so  much  certainty,  he  thought  it  alto- 
gether improbable. 

Mr.  McD.  said,  he  was  not  apprehensive  of  a 
want  of  spirit  in  the  citizens  of  this  country  to 
defend  themselves  against  any  attack.  There  are 
men  alive  who  had  fought  our  battles,  and  he 
doubted  not  they  would  be  ready  to  fight  them 
tffain,  and  others  would  arise  to  supply  the  place 
of  those  whom  we  have  lost. 

It  was  said,  these  volunteers  were  not  to  con- 
sist of  the  class  of  men  described  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania.  He  hoped  not.  He 
never  wished  to  see  the  rich  citizens  separated 
from  the  poor  in  any  scheme  of  defence.  He  be- 
lieved this  would  not  be  the  case  altogether,  be- 
cause he  doubted  not  a  number  of  young  men, 
who  are  not  rich,  from  a  desire  to  serve  their 
eountry,  will  purchase  their  own  clothes,  arms, 
dbc.,  and  join  these  corps.  Indeed,  he  had  rather 
the  arms  should  be  found  by  Government,  so  that 
all  mi^ht  have  the  same  opportunity  of  serving. 
He  objected  to  this  provision,  because  it  gave  to 
the  President  a  power  not  contemplated  by  the 
Constitution,  of  calling  out  these  volunteers,  war 
or  no  war,  insurrection  or  no  insurrection,  whenever 
he  pleases.  These  men  would  form  a  regular 
«rmy,  not  in  this  or  that  place,  but  all  over  the 
United  States.  For  what  purpose?  Gentlemen 
Miy  to  repel  invasion ;  but  he  apprehended  they 
were  wanted  for  another  purpose. 

Mr.  McD.  coincided  with  the  gentleman  last 
up,  that  this  country  is  in  an  alarming  situation, 
from  without  and  within;  and  as  he  had  formerly 
said,  when  he  saw  real  danger,  he  should  be  ready 
to  raise  an  army,  but  not  before.  He  wished,  how- 
ever, the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  to  quiet 
his  fears.  The  eighty  thousand  militia  in  requi- 
«itioD  would  be  s^cient  for  the  present;  and,  if 


they  were  not,  more  might  be  called.  He  hoped 
the  section  would  be  struck  out.  He  knew  vol- 
unteer corps  were  valuable  men,  but  he  wished 
them  to  stand  on  the  same  ground  with  the 
militia. 

Mr.  Datton  did  not  know  how  to  understand 
the  member  from  North  Carolina,  (Mr.  McDow- 
ell,) who,  when  the  militia  bill  was  under  con- 
sideration, had^  with  some  of  his  colleagues^,  rep- 
resented the  militia  of  their  State  as  unarmea  and 
undisciplined;  but  now.  when  it  better  suits  his 
purpose,  he  represents  them  in  such  regular  and 
complete  order,  as  to  be  enabled  to  repel  any  at- 
tack upon  their  country,  and  to  effect  all  that  is 
possible  for  regulars  and  well  disciplined  troops. 
That  gentleman  had  declared  his  opposition  to 
the  raising  of  any  men,  until  an  invasion  had  ac- 
tually taken  place — a  declaration  which  was  most 
extraordinary  and  unaccountable,  as  cominefrom 
one  who  had  more  than  once  informed  the  House 
that  he  had  served  in  the  Army. 

No  military  man,  Mr.  D.  averred,  would  delay 
his  preparations  for  receiving  and  repelling  an 
enemv  that  threatened  an  attack,  until  they  had 
actually  made  the  assault;  and,  therefore,  if  that 
gentleman  had  ever  acquired  that  knowledge 
which  was  to  be  gained  from  military  service,  he 
must  certainly  have  for^tten  or  slept  it  away,  for 
it  was  in  direct  contradiction  to  the  plan  of  pro- 
crastination which  he  had  advocated. 

Mr.  D.  said,  he  should  leave  him  to  his  slumbers, 
and  proceed  to  make  a  single  remark  upon  what 
fell  from  the  member  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr. 
Varnum,)  respecting  the  unconstitutionalitv  of 
one  of  the  provisions  of  the  section  under  denate. 
It  could  not  be  denied  that  the  leading  principle 
and  object  of  this  section  was  to  authorize  the 
President  to  accept  the  services  of  such  volunteer 
corps  as  might  be  induced,  from  motives  of  the 
purest  patriotism,  to  offer  themselves  for  the  de- 
fence of  their  country,  and  no  gentleman  had  ven- 
tured to  say  that  there  was  anything  unconstitu- 
tional in  this.  The  part  particularlv  objected 
against  was  matter  of  detail,  and  miffnt  be  alter- 
ed or  modified  if  the  motion  for  striking  out  the 
whole  section  was  lost.  He  was,  however,  free 
to  declare  for  himself,  that  he  would  not  agree 
to  alter  a  single  word  of  that  provision  which  au- 
thorized the  President  to  appoint  the  commis- 
sioned officers,  for  it  was  what  he  most  valued. 

Mr.  D.  then  replied  to  the  member  from  Penn- 
sylvania, (Mr.  Gallatin,)  who  had  called  these 
volunteer  corps  of  militia  a  most  formidable  force 
to  be  put  into  the  hands  of  the  President.  That 
they  miffht  be  a  formidable  body  of  men,  Mr.  D. 
was  willing  to  admit,  and  that  he  wished  them  to 
be  so ;  but  to  whom,  he  asked,  would  they  be  truly 
formidable?  To  the  invaders  of  our  country — to 
the  turbulent  and  seditious— to  insurgents— lo  the 
daring  infractors  of  the  laws.  The  member  from 
Pennsylvania  acted  consistently  in  regarding  ihem 
volunteers  as  unnecessary  to  defend  the  country 
against  invasion,  because  he  had  affected  to  bc^- 
lieve  that  such  an  attempt  would  not  be  made^ 
but  he  would  not  surely  say  that  there  might  not 
be  internal  commotions  or  insuriecuojM.  whiok 
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might  require  the  wholesome  correction  of  such 
an  armed  force.  That  gentleman  had  endeavor- 
ed to  fix  upon  them  an  invidious  distinction,  in 
styling  them  "  military  associations ;"  but  Mr.  D. 
wished  him  to  inform  the  committee  what  the 
troops  who  quelled  the  Western  insurrection  were, 
if  they  were  not  military  associations.  He  him- 
self considered  the  whole  of  them  of  that  descrip- 
tion, and  he  well  recollected  that  a  considerable 
number  in  New  Jersey,  as  well  as  in  Pennsylva- 
nia, associated  themselves  together  for  that  ex- 
press purpose,  were  acccepted  by  the  President, 
and  marched  as  volunteers  upon  that  expedition. 
The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  must  have 
known  how  useful  thev  were  on  that  occasion, 
and  he  had  not  now  to  learn  that  what  has  hap- 
pened once  miflht  occur  again. 

Mr.  D.  concluded,  by  expressing  a  very  earnest 
wish  that  the  motion  for  striking  out  this  valua- 
Ue  section  might  be  negatived,  and  that  the  ser- 
vices of  men  so  able,  willing,  and  ready,  as  these, 
to  step  forward  in  defence  of  their  country,  might 
not  be  rejected. 

Mr.  Varnum  did  not  wonder  that  the  Speaker 
•hould  attach  himself  to  this  section,  when  he  has 
heretofore  declared  he  would  defend  the  bill  inch 
by  inch.  It  was  to  be  expected  this  bill  would  be 
carried,  as  gentlemen  appear  to  be  bent  upon  it ; 
he  wisned  them,  however,  to  show  its  utility. 
Gentlemen  say  it  will  be  formidable.  He  did  not 
think  it  woula  bring  any  force  into  the  field.  It 
oould  not  be  intended  as  a  formidable  army  to 
face  an  enemy ;  they  were  to  be  a  kind  of  select 
corps,  accepted  by  the  President,  and  to  remain 
at  home.  There  are  no  provisions  in  the  bill  for 
dividing  them  into  brigades  or  divisicHis  for  actu- 
al service.  They  are  to  be  under  the  command 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States ;  but  no 
provision  is  made  for  their  organization. 

It  was  said  the  force  proposed  to  be  raised  by 
this  section  could  not  be  considered  as  unconsti- 
tutional, and  gentlemen  have  been  called  upon  to 
show  that  it  is  so.  He  did  not  know  what  was  to 
be  understood  by  the  paragraph,  except  it  was  to 
be  taken  as  it  stands.  He  knew  of  no  description 
of  soldiers  but  regulars  and  militia.  If  these  vol- 
unteers are  to  be  considered  as  militia,  the  Con- 
stitution has  said  that  the  individual  States  shall 
appoint  the  officers ;  but  it  is  now  said  they  are  to 
be  coasidered  as  a  part  of  the  Army.  Considering 
ikem  in  this  light,  he  would  turn  the  attention  of 
gentlemen  to  another  part  of  the  Constitution, 
where  the  power  of  raising  armies  is  placed  in  the 
Legislature;  but  if  this  power  is  given  to  the 
President,  he  might  raise  an  army  to  any  extent 
ke  pleases,  without  the  consent  of  Congress. 
There  is  nothing  to  prevent  him  from  engaging 
half  the  people  of  the  United  States  in  this  way. 
Ha  was  not  apprehensive  the  President  would 
abtt.9e  this  power,  but  he  thought  the  Constitution 
•Qffht  CO  be  held  sacred. 

What  are  the  armed  associations  which  the 
gentleman  from  New  Jersey  (Mr.  DAVTOff )  speaks 
on  Thejr  are  companies  established  under  the 
present  eiialinf  laws.  Are  they  not  all  officered 
tlnftdyl    AndwhatbetterwottMtheybeifthef 


were  to  offer  their  services  to  the  President,  and 
have  officers  appointed  to  them  by  him,  than  they 
are  at  present,  with  officers  appointed  by  the  State 
of  New  Jersey  1  He  could  see  no  good  effect  to 
be  produced  by  the  change,  but  he  war  apprehen- 
sive it  would  cause  a  ^reat  disorder  in  the  militia 
corps.  And,  after  all,  it  must  be  the  great  body  of 
the  people  who  will  defend  the  country,  and  aoC 
city  volunteer  corps  of  young  men  alone.  Whett 
they  are  neatly  dressed  and  well  armed,  they  look 
very  well  in  the  field ;  but  they  are  not  able  to 
bear  the  hardships  of  service  like  men  who  have 
been  inured  to  labor  and  a  country  life. 

But  his  colleague  (Mr.  Otis)  had  said,  that 
gentlemen  continued  opposed  to  measures  of  do- 
fence.  He  had  no  objection  that  that  gentleman 
should  sound  his  own  praise  as  to  his  readiness  to 
defend  his  country,  though  he  did  not  know  what 
title  he  had  to  exclusive  fiatriotism  or  bravery.  He 
did  not  know  why  he  (Mr.  V.)  should  not  feel  the 
necessity  of  defending  his  country  as  much  as 
that  gentleman,  or  any  other.  It  was  not  strange 
that  gentlemen  should  differ  in  opinion  as  to  the 
best  mode  of  defence  ;  but  they  ought  not.  on  this 
account,  to  be  charged  with  a  wish  of  selling  the 
country  to  a  foreign  nation,  or  of  makings  no  do* 
fence  of  it.  He  believed  tne  militia  sufi^ient  to 
repel  any  invading  enemy  until  an  army  could  be 
raised.  When  the  people  know  the  country  is 
really  in  danger,  they  will  not  stop  at  trifles ;  nit, 
until  that  time,  they  will  not  wish  to  engage 
themselves  as  soldiers. 

What  was  the  case.  Mr.  V.  asked,  in  1775?  The 
militia  then  went  into  camp,  and  continued  there, 
until  the  standing  army  was  raised,  and  they 
made  as  good  a  defence  as  any  standing  army 
could  have  done.  The  idea  of  these  men  being 
wanted  to  keep  down  sedition,  and  compel  per- 
sons to  be  obedient  to  the  law,  which  had  been 
intimated,  was  one  he  thought  which  ought  not 
to  be  countenanced.  He  did  not  believe  there  aie 
any  seditious  persons  in  this  country,  or  that  stand 
ing  troops  are  wanting  to  enforce  an  obedience  to 
the  laws.  If  there  are  disaffected  and  seditious 
persons  in  this  country,  such  as  have  been  spoken 
of,  he  could  wish  them  pointed  out.  For  his  own 
part,  he  had  no  idea  of  anv  such  thing. 

Mr.  McDowell  said,  nad  he  been  asleep,  the 
thunder  of  the  gentleman  from  New  Jersey  (Mr. 
Dayton)  must  have  awoke  him.  In  answer  to 
that  gentleman's  call  to  point  out  any  part  of  the 
Constitution  that  is  infringed  by  the  section  un- 
der debate,  the  clause  respecting  the  appointment 
of  militia  officers  having  been  already  read,  he 
would  refer  to  that  which  declares  the  purposes  for 
which  the  militia  may  be  called  fortn,  viz :  ^  to 
execute  the  laws  of  the  Union,  suppress  insurree^ 
tions,  and  repel  invasions ;''  but  the  employment 
of  these  volunteers  (though  in  fact  militia,  with 
new  officers  appointed  by  the  President)  is  not  to 
be  thus  restricted  j  they  are  to  be  employed  as  the 
President  shall  think  proper. 

One  word  as  to  his  own  situation.  He  had 
been  pointed  at  as  having  fought  in  the  Revol»- 
tion.  It  was  true  that  he  had  foufht;  it  was 
known,  but  he  ne?er  boasted  ofi|.    He  trusted,  if 
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there  was  again  any  necessity  for  it.  he  should  be 
as  ready  to  defend  his  country  as  tne  gentleman 
from  New  Jersey,  or  any  other. 

Mr.  Dayton  said  that,  opposed  as  he  was  in  ar- 
gument by  the  members  from  Massachusetts  and 
North  Carolina,  who  he  understood  were  Gener- 
als of  Militia,  he  was  compelled  to  own  that  the 
weight  of  rank  was  against  him,  but  he  rentured 
to  say  that,  if  they  possessed  any  military  know- 
ledge whatever,  thev  must  at  once  perceive  that 
the  position  they  had  taken  was  untenable.  They 
had  relied  much  on  the  declaration  which  he 
should  not  controvert,  viz:  that  this  country,  incase 
of  serious  invasion,  must  be  defended  by  the  great 
body  of  the  militia,  and  not  by  single  companies  or 
select  corps ;  but  did  it  thence  follow  that*lt  would 
not  be  advisable  to  encourage  and  accept  the  ser- 
vices of  those  volunteer  corps  who  lay  all  along 
the  extensive  seaboard,  and  were  willing  and 
ready  to  become  the  advance  guard,  and  subject 
themselves  to  be  first  called  upon  for  duty?  With 
as  much  propriety  might  it  be  said  that,  because, 
in  time  of  war,  the  main  body  of  the  army  must 
bear  the  brunt  of  the  battle,  you  must  not  have  an 
advance  corps.  Ii  was  tnts  valuable  purpose 
which  these  volunteers  would  be  well  calculated 
to  effect,  because  they  were  generally  situated 
nearest  to  the  seacoasts.  and  were,  for  the  most 
part,  better  equipped,  armed,  and  accoutred,  than 
any  other  portions  of  the  militia  They  would 
abo  be  men  willing  to  serve,  and  to  these  were 
given  willing  officers  also,  agreeably  to  the  pro- 
visions in  the  section ;  he  trust^  that  their  services 
in  time  of  danger  would  be  found  to  be  equal  to 
tke  most  sanguine  expectations  that  had  been 
formed  of  them. 

Mr.  R*  Williams  was  at  a  loss  to  know  how 
gentlemen  meant  to  apply  their  observations  with 
respect  to  the  unconstitutionality  of  the  Presi- 
dent's appointing  the  officers  to  these  corps,  on  a 
motion  to  strike  out  the  section ;  because,  if  the 
motion  does  not  prevail,  the  section  can  be  amend- 
ed in  this  resjpecL 

Mr.  W.  said,  he  was  opposed  to  this  bill,  as  it 
went  to  raise  a  standing  army :  but,  with  respect 
to  this  part  of  the  bill,  he  was  in  favor  of  it  As 
to  consequences  which  may  arise  from  the  abuse 
of  the  power  proposed  to  be  placed  in  the  Presi- 
dimt,  he  did  not  tnink  that  a  proper  subject  of  in- 
quiry, for  he  did  not  know  how  gentlemen  could 
reconcile  the  idea  to  our  Government  of  suspect- 
ing every  department  of  abusing  the  powers 
placed  in  them.  If  the  persons  who  fill  the  offices 
are  base  enough  to  do  it,  all  of  them  may  be 
abused.  8o  far  as  the  Constitution  has  pointed 
out  caution  as  necessary,  our  jealousy  ouftht  to 
go  to  guard  against  the  abuse  of  power^  but  to 
say  a  power  shall  not  be  granted,  because  it  is  lia- 
ble to  be  abused,  goes  against  placing  power  any 
where. 

Thie  section,  Mr.  Williams  said,  only  went  to 
establish  the  [principle  that  the  President  may  ac- 
oept  of  the  service  of  volunteer  corps;  the  detail 
of  ii  aaay  be  ameoied  as  the  committee  thinks 
proper.  If  it  could  not  be  amended,  he  should  be 
1  to  vote  agaiasl  it  $  hurt,  until  he  found  no 


amendment  could  be  made  in  it,  he  should  vote 
for  retaining  the  section.  As  to  the  principles  on 
which  the  service  of  these  corps  should  be  accepC-^^ 
ed,  or  the  particular  purposes  for  which  thev 
should  be  caJled  out,  they  ought  to  be  designateo* 
The  committee  had  got  into  difficulty  from  not 
considering  what  these  volunteers  ought  to  be 
called.  If  that  was  determined,  he  thought  gel^' 
tlemen  would  know  what  line  of  conduct  to  pur- 
sue. If  they  were  called  militia,  the  Constitution 
has  directed  the  mode  of  appointing  dicers  to  be 
by  the  States ;  if  regulars,  that  the  President  shall 
appoint  them.  By  one  of  these  descriptions  they 
must  be  called.  He  had  thought  that  this  point 
was  in  some  measure  decided  on  the  motion  to 
strike  out  the  word  "  regular,"  which  being  car* 
ried,  he  thought  these  volunteers  were  to  be  con- 
sidered a  part  of  the  militia,  and  from  that  cir- 
cumstance he  apprehended  no  danger  from  rs* 
taining  the  clause,  as  he  thought  it  would  be  the 
means  to  estaUisb  a  good  militia.  He  should^ 
therefore,  vote  against  striking  out  the  section, 
with  an  expectation  that  it  will  undergo  amend- 
ment in  the  way  he  had  mentioned. 

Mr.  Qallatin  said,  it  appeared  to  him  that 
both  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  last  l^ 
and  the  Speaker,  had  considered  this  section  in  a 
very  different  point  of  view  from  that  in  which 
it  had  been  stated  by  other  gentlemen.  Both  of 
them  considered  these  volunteers  as  a  part  of  the 
militia.  The  Speaker,  when  alhiding  to  the  mfr' 
litia  of  New  Jersey,  had  said  they  were  organ^ 
ized  companies,  or  armed  associations.  He  abe 
considered  these  volunteers  in  the  same  liffli^ 
when  he  spoke  of  them  as  an  advanced  guard  or 
the  militia.  And  the  gentleman  from  North  Car-^ 
olina,  when  he  spoke  of  an  amendment  which  he 
intended  to  introduce,  evidently  considered  these 
volunteers  as  a  part  of  the  militia. 

Other  gentlemen  stated,  however^  that  these 
men  were  not  to  form  a  rart  of  the  militia,  but  oi 
the  Army  of  the  United  States ;  that,  if  they  w&% 
militia,  they  would  not  be  volunteer  associationsy 
as  law  compels  militia  to  act ;  that  the  distinctive 
feature  between  regulars  and  militia  is.  that  the 
lattor  are  obliged  by  law  to  serve,  and  the  former 
become  soldiers  by  their  own  consent.  The  spirit 
of  the  section  is,  Mr.  G.  said,  not  that  these  vo^ 
unteers  should  be  a  part  of  tne  militia,  but  of  the 
Army.  The  associations  to  which  it  alludes  are 
perfectly  distinct  from  the  militia.  If  they  had 
not  been  considered  in  this  light  by  the  Senate^ 
where  the  bill  ori^ated.  they  would  not  have 
provided  that  the  officers  of  these  corps  should  be 
appointed  by  the  President;  and,  until  what  fell 
from  the  Speaker,  and  the  ^ntleman  from  Nortk 
Carolina,  in  relation  to  their  being  a  part  of  the 
militia,  he  had  no  idea  of  their  being  considered 
in  that  light  Indeed,  the  Speaks,  at  the  same 
time,  observed,  he  should  object  to  the  amend* 
ment  of  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  te 
make  the  section  clear  in  this  respect ;  therefore^ 
though  he  called  ihem  a  part  of  the  militia,  hoik 
his  arguments  dnd  the  spirit  of  the  section  prove 
they  are  not  really  considered  as  a  part  of  the 
militia.r  ^  j 
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It  was  from  a  belief  that  these  corps  were  in-  I 
tended  to  make  a  part  of  the  Army  that  he  ob- 
jeeted  to  them,  and  showed  that,  if  thejr  were  to 
be  considered  as  militia,  they  might  become  so 
without  any  new  law,  as  there  are  vacancies  suf- 
ficient to  embrace  all  the  volunteers  who  may 
offer,  in  the  volunteer  corps  which  are  or  may  be 
attached  to  the  militia  of  the  several  States. 

In  support  of  this  opinion,  Mr.  G.  read  an  ex- 
tract from  the  militia  law,  which  enacts  that 
there  shall  be  at  least  one  company  of  light  infan- 
try attached  to  each  battalion,  but  does  not  restrict 
the  number  to  one  company;  and  he  stated  that, 
in  many  battalions,  that  company  was  not  even 
fonned — that  there  were  vacancies  in  all — and 
that,  supposing  in  some  instances  that  not  to  be 
the  case,  there  was  no  impediment  in  the  law 
praFenting  the  formation  of  new  uniform  com- 
panies. 

When  he  mentioned  that  it  appeared  to  be  the 
intention  of  the  section  under  consideration  to 
embody  a  certain  class  of  citizens,  such  as  mer- 
chants, lawyers,  ^.,  and  place  them  in  the  hands 
of  the  President,  his  colleague  said  the  remark 
was  insidious,  and  that  he  ^Mr.  G.)  must  know 
that  the  volunteer  corps  in  tne  militia  are  com- 
posed chiefly  of  the  yeomanry  of  the  country. 
This  he  knew,  and  this  he  wished  to  continue  to 
be  the  case ;  but  the  object  of  this  section  was  to 
create  a  change  in  that  respect^  and  to  make  the 
volunteers  a  separate  and  distmct  body  from  the 
militia ;  in  short,  that  they  should  not  be  com- 
posed of  men  of  all  descriptions.  And,  unless 
some  reason  could  be  given  whv  these  volunteers 
would  be  more  useful  under  tnis  new  orii^aniza- 
tion  than  a  n^ilitia,  he  wished  them  to  be  consid- 
ered as  the  latter. 

His  colleague  (Mr.  Sitoreaves)  had  ^iven  two 
reasons  why  these  men  should  be  considered  as 
regulars  rather  than  as  militia.  The  President, 
he  observed,  had  no  power  to  call  out  any  part  of 
the  militia  for  a  longer  term  than  three  months ; 
whereas  he  would  be  authorized  to  call  out  these 
corps  for  two  years.  But  if  this  was  the  only  ob- 
jection, it  would  be  an  easy  matter  to  pass  a  law 
giving  the  President  the  power  to  call  the  militia 
out  for  a  longer  period.  But  this  was  not  the 
only  object  of  his  colleague— he  went  farther. 
He  said  there  was  an  essential  difference  between 
tkese  corps  and  the  militia  of  the  United  States; 
that  the  law  which  authorizes  a  detachment 
of  the  militia  limits  their  services  to  invasion, 
insurrection,  or  imminent  danger ;  whilst  the  bill 
now  before  the  committee  is  not  so  limited ;  and 
this  he  gave  as  a  reason  why  it  ought  to  be  adopt- 
ed. Now  he  would  ask  for  what  purpose  these 
volunteer  corps  could  be  employed,  other  than 
those  above  named  ?  He  should  have  been  at  a 
loss  to  have  conjectured,  had  he  not  heard  an  ar- 
gument from  another  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts which  seemed  to  lead  to  that  object  After 
speakin|[  of  the  imminent  danger  of  our  situation, 
•nd  giving  it  all  the  coloring  he  was  able,  he 
went  on  to  sav  that  England  and  Ireland,  who 
stood  in  a  similar  situation  with  us,  as  to  the  dan- 
ger of  an  invasion  from  France,  had  adopted  the 


plan  of  raising  volunteer  corps  upon  a  similar 
plan  with  these.  And  now,  said  Mr.  G.,  I  would 
ask  whether  these  men  are  intended  to  be  raised 
for  purposes  similar  to  those  for  which  volunteer 
corps  have  been  raised  in  England  and  Ireland ?* 
He  hoped  not. 

Another  gentleman  from  New  Jersey  (Mr.DAT- 
ton)  had  spoken  still  more  plainly,  ana  told  the 
committee,  that,  in  addition  to  the  common  service 
of  troops,  these  volunteers  would  be  the  first,  ready, 
not  only  to  repel  any  invasion,  but  also  to  sup- 
press seditious  and  disaffected  persons,  insurgents, 
or  any  daring  infractors  of  the  laws.  Mr.  G. 
asked,  whether  it  could  be  supposed  these  volun- 
teers would  be  better  able  to  meet  any  of  these 
cases  thfti  the  militia,  j[and  the  gentleman  from 
New  Jersey  argued  as  it  he  thought  so,)  and,  if  so, 
what  will  make  them  better?  The  gentleman 
himself  had  proved  that  the  militia  are  equal  to 
the  subduing  of  insurrections  by  mentioning  the 
Western  insurrection,  which  was  subdued  bv  the 
militia  of  New  Jersey.  Pennsylvania,  Maryland, 
and  Virginia.  Four  years,  Mr.  G.  said,  had  elapsed 
since  that  insurrection,  and  from  that  time  noth- 
ing has  been  seen  but  a  cheerful  submission  to  the 
laws.  From  that  time,  it  is  true,  we  have  seea 
differences  of  political  opinion,  biit  no  symptom 
of  any  infraction  of  the  laws.  On  the  contrary, 
we  have  seen  nothing  but  an  universal  attachment 
to  the  Constitution,  and  a  sense  of  the  happiness  en- 
joyed under  it.  Why,  then,  is  the  House  told,  not 
only  to-day,  but  on  forpier  occasions,  of  seditious 
and  disaffieoted  persons — of  danffers  threatened  to 
this  country  from  insurrections  ?  Of  the  dangers 
of  an  invasion  he  had  ahready  spoken,  and  would 
not  repeat  his  observations  on  that  head.  But  een- 
tlemen  do  not  stop  here.  They  speak  not  only  of 
the  danger  of  an  invasion^  but  of  the  danger  of  a 
revolution — of  an  oversetting  of  the  €k)vemment; 
and  this  is  reprinted  as  more  dangerous,  and  as 
likely  to  be  attended  with  more  disorder,  than 
were  the  incursions  of  the  Goths  and  Vandab  of 
old.  Such  was  the  language  held  five  years  a^ 
in  England.  Gentlemen  prmess  themselves  afraid 
of  the  effects  of  the  French  Revolution ;  but  he 
owned  he  was  afraid  of  that  system  of  alarm  which 
was  raised  five  years  ago  in  England,  and  which 
^ntleman  seem  now  to  be  endeavoring  to  produce 
m  this  country.  He  would  call  it  a  system  of 
alarm  which  exaggerated  the  danger  of  our  situa- 
tion ;  which,  because  our  vessels  continue  to  be 
captured  in  an  unjustifiable  manner,  suggests  the 
existence  of  a  plan  on  foot  for  oversetting  the  Gov- 
ernment by  a  part  of  the  peo|)le  themselveflL  with 
the  assistance  of  a  foreign  nation.  He  would  call 
it  a  svstem  of  alarm  similar  to  that  of  England, 
whicn,  day  after  day,  brings  forth  motions  calcu- 
lated to  spread  fears  of  imaffinary  dangers ;  which 
one  day  producesan  alien  biU ;  on  the  next, attempts 
to  introouce  an  unconstitutional  sedition  bill;  and, 
finally,  wants  military  associations  of  one  part  of 
the  people,  in  order  to  suppress  a  supposed  disaffec* 
tion  of  the  rest  o(  the  community.  And,  seeing 
that  these  motions  rapidly  succeed  one  another, 
no  one  can  tell  how  far  it  was  intended  to  extend 
that  system,  and  whether  we  shi|i  not  soon  hetr 
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of  fictitious  coDspiracies.  pop-gun  plots,  and  erery 
other  party  artifice  whica  has  been  practised  in 
England.  What,  Mr.  G.  would  ask,  bad  been  the 
object,  and  what  the  consequence,  of  that  system 
in  England  ?  To  strengthen  the  Executire  at  the 
expense  of  individual  liberty,  and  to  involve  the 
country  in  the  most  fatal  war — a  war  that  has 
Ivought  that  country  to  the  very  brink  of  destruc- 
tion. Whether  there  existed  in  England,  at  that 
time,  sufficient  reasons  to  have  suggested  those 
mea9ures ;  whether  there  were  in  that  country  a 
number  of  persons  disafiected  to  their  own  Gk>v- 
ernment,  and  desirous  of  producing  there  a  revolu- 
tion, he  was  not  sufficiently  informed  to  be  prepared 
either  to  affirm  or  to  deny.  But,  certain  he  was, 
that  whatever  danger  might  have  existed  there 
from  France,  or  from  internal  disaffection,  the 
measures  adopted  by  that  Qovemment,  however 
well  calculated  to  suppress  for  the  moment  any 
dangerous  symptoms,  had  ultimately  terminated 
in  creating  real  and  imminent  danger  from  within 
and  from  abroad ;  had  brought  Ireland  to  its  pre- 
sent deplorable  situation;  had  provoked  perhaps 
a  fatal  invasion,  and,  instead  of  preventing,  had 
paved  the  way  for  a  revolution. 

But,  supposing  there  were  reasons  which  im- 
pelled the  British  Government  to  take  the  mea- 
sures which  they  did  take,  Mr.  G.  asked  what 
cause  was  there  for  taking  similar  ones  in  this 
country  ?  He  knew  of  notnin^  which  had  taken 
place  here,  since  the-  Western  insurrection  j[as  he 
already  said)  which  could  indicate  a  necessity  for 
troops  to  awe  the  people  of  this  country,  unless, 
indeed,  it  was  the  intention  of  gentlemen  to  sup- 

Sress  political  opinion.  He  saw  symptoms  on  this 
oor,  and  in  various  parts  of  the  country,  of  a  dif- 
ference of  political  opinion ;  but  none  exists  any- 
where as  to  the  propriety  and  necessitv  of  repelling 
an  invading  enemy,  of  supporting  the  Constitu- 
tion, the  liberty  and  independence  of  the  country, 
even  among  those  who  may  have  been  displeased 
with  the  former  conduct  of  our  Government,  in 
some  of  its  foreign  relations. 

Gentlemen  in  this  House,  Mr.  G.  said,  very  often 
diflfered  in  opinion  as  to  the  propriety  of  laws  and 
sections  of  laws  which  passed  the  Legislature  of 
the  Union ;  but,  when  they  are  passed,  ail  were  of 
one  opinion  as  to  their  being  carried  into  effect. 
Tet  it  would  seem,  that,  because  persons  differ  in 
opinion  on  various  subjects,  those  who  do  not 
come  up  to  the  standard  of  the  present  majority 
of  Congress  are  to  be  considered  as  seditious  and 
disaffected  persons.  If  this  were  not  the  case,  he 
could  not  see  the  use  of  the  motion  which  has 
this  morning  been  laid  upon  the  table,  authorizing 
the  Committee  for  the  Protection  of  Commerce 
and  the  Defence  of  the  Country  to  report  a  bill  to 
enable  the  President  to  secure,  remove,  and  other- 
-wise  restrict  aliens  a$ui  other j  (the  word  aliens 
might  as  well  have  been  omitted,  for  the  word 
aiher  includes  every  description,  wnether  citizens 
or  aliens,)  disaffected  or  seditious  persons.  This 
he  considered  as  a  part  of  the  alarm  system.  He 
did  not  believe  that  there  were  any  seditious  per- 
sons within  the  United  Suites  that  could  render  it 
necessary  for  Congress  to  exereiM  a  power  for- 


bidden by  the  Constitution;  for  he  denied  that 
they  had  power  to  remove  any  citizen  out  of  the 
United  States;  nor  was  there  any  necessity  for  a 
military  association  to  assist  the  Executive  in  the 
exercise  of  his  legal  authority. 

If,  said  Mr.  G.,  this  section  of  the  bill  is  to  be  con- 
sidered merely  as  providing  a  force  against  any 
invasion  which  may  be  attempted  against  this 
country,  he  would  ask,  in  what  respects  these  vol- 
unteers would  be  better  fitted  for  that  purpose  than 
the  militia  corps  ?  And  if  there  be  no  difference, 
he  had  already  contended  that  there  is  no  occasion 
for  this  law,  as  volunteers  to  any  amount  might 
join  the  militia,  according  ^o  the  existing  laws. 

His  colleague,  (Mr.  Sitorbaves)  in  reply  to 
some  observations  of  his,  had  said,  that  the  consi- 
deration of  these  volunteers  being  generally  men 
of  property,  or  who  have  expectations  of  coming 
into  tne  possession  of  property,  will  be  the  very 
reason  wny  they  will  prove  a  sure  defence  of  the 
country.  Mr.  G.  said,  he  had  as  much  confidence 
in  men  of  property  as  others,  but  no  more  than  hie 
had  in  every  tree,  independent  citizen.  Whether' 
a  man  be  rich  or  poor,  provided  he  has  a  common 
interest  in  the  welfare; of  the  community,  he  had 
an  equal  reliance  upon  him.  And  this  is  a  Con** 
stitutional  idea;  for  the  Constitution  says,  "the 
rights  of  the  people  to  bear  arms  shall  not  be  ques- 
tioned." Upon  that  ground,  therefore,  no  sound 
argument  could  be  drawn. 

When  his  colleague  said,  that  no  objection  could 
be  brought  against  this  corps,  on  the  principle  of 
its  being  placed  under  the  command  of  the  rresi- 
dent,  as  the  militia  is  also  placed  under  his  com- 
mand, what  does  the  remark  amount  to,  but  to  say 
that  all  the  military  force  which  can  be  raised  must 
be  placed  under  his  command?  This  he  knew; 
but,  because  all  the  force  to  be  raised  must  be 
placed  under  his  command,  does  it  result  that  it 
may  not  be  dangerous  to  raise,  and  therefore  to 
place  under  his  command,  a  force  of  a  certain  de- 
scription, and  unlimited  as  to  its  number  ?  This 
section  does  not  say  how  the  force  is  to  be  em- 
ployed ;  and  his  colleague  makes  this  an  argument 
m  its  favor,  because  it  is  left  wholly  at  the  dispo- 
sal of  the  President  of  the  United  States.  And 
they  are  not  only  placed  at  his  disposal,  without 
any  restriction,  but  he  may  accept  of  the  service 
of  as  many  as  shall  offer  themselves.  By  this  law, 
Congress  give  up  their  right  of  judging  in  every 
instance,  and  leave  to  the  President  the  sole  power 
of  determining  both  the  application  and  the  num- 
ber of  the  Army. 

Mr.  G.  said,  nis  great  objection  to  this  armed 
force  was,  that  it  had  the  appearance  of  arming^ 
one  part  of  the  people  to  guard  against  the  other; 
and  this  was  evident  from  the  arguments  of  gen- 
tlemen themselves,  when  they  speak  of  this  force 
beinff  wanted  for  the  same  purpose  for  which  a 
similar  force  has  been  resorted  to  in  England  and 
Ireland.  In  short,  if  we  consid^  the  present  state 
of  this  country,  and  that,  in  case  of  attack,  notbine 
can  be  so  desirable  as  unanimity,  he  did  not  thiuK* 
it  would  be  prudent  to  have  this  half-way  corps 
between  regulars  and  militia,  which  woijld  di^giMt 
the  militia,  and  which,  in  his  opinion,  would  rdfher 
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haTe  a  teodeocy  to  divide  and  disunite  the  coun- 
try, than  to  provide  for  its  defence  in  case  of  real 
danger. 

Mr.  Hartlbt  said,  the  gentleman  last  up,  in 
speaking  of  the  troops  which  subdued  the  insurrec- 
tion in  this  State,  represented  them  as  being  wholly 
draughted  from  the  militia.  He  must  recollect 
that  one  of  the  most  respectable  corps  empluyed 
on  that  occasion  was  a  volunteer  corps  of  this  city. 

Mr.  Harper  said,  he  should  not  employ  a  great 
deal  of  time  in  answering  what  had  fallen  from  the 
flentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Gallatin,) 
because  he  conceived  that  his  arguments  were  so 
much  at  war  with  each  other — so  contradictory,^ 
and  so  palpably  absurd — ^that  it  was  scarcely  ne- 
cessary to  bring  them  into  view  to  refute  them. 

But  he  would  make  a  few  observations  on  the 
ground  of  expediency.  As  to  the  ground  of  con- 
stitutionality, gentlemen  must  excuse  him  if  he 
said  he  did  not  tliink  them  serious  in  their  objec- 
tions on  that  head.  It  appeared  to  him  as  if  what 
was  said  on  this  part  of  the  subject  was  one  of  those 
excursions  which  gentlemen  are  apt  to  take  when 
they  have  nothing  material  to  say.  He  should, 
^refore,  treat  this  ar^umgat  in  the  only  wa^  in 
which  he  could  treat  it,  except  it  were  with  ridi- 
cule, by  passing  it  over  in  silence. 

Two  objections  have  been  urged  against  this 
measure,  on  the  ground  of  expediency :  one  is,  that 
this  force,  when  organized,  will  differ  in  no  respect 
from  ordinary  militia,  and  therefore  will  not  be 
more  effective;  the  other  is,  that  it  will  be  extremely 
dangerous  to  the  liberties  of  the  country. 

l£r.  H.  said  he  had  often  heard  standing  armies 
railed  against,  from  the  days  of  Pulteney  to  the  pre- 
aemt  time.  It  was  a  fine  subject  for  popular  decla- 
mation, and  was  therefore  often  embraced,  when 
aa  orator  wished  to  make  a  speech  for  the  public 
ear;  but  it  was  reserved  to  this  day,  and  to  this 
Bation,  to  discover,  not  that  standing  armies  of 
mercenary  troops  are  dangerous  to  the  liberties  of 
a  country,  but  that  armed  citizens  are  dangerous 
to  its  liberties.  Gentlemen  now  hear,  for  the  first 
time,  that  they  cannot  trust  their  own  brethren, 
their  sons,  their  dearest  relations — the  youth  of  the 
country ;  that  generous  vouth  who  come  forward 
and  sa)r  that  they  are  ready  to  lay  open  their  breasts 
to  receive  the  first  wounds  that  are  inflicted  upon 
their  country.  Certain  gentlemen  are  alarmed  to 
see  this  corps  of  generous  youth,  and  represent 
them  as  a  force  not  to  be  trusted.  Why?  Because 
it  will  prove  dangerous  to  liberty.  To  the  liberty 
of  insurgents,  and  the  seditious,  Mr.  H.  believed 
Ikis  force  wcmld  be  dangerous.  The  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania,  no  doubt,  recollects  how  ex- 
tremely dahgerous  volunteer  corps  are  to  liberty  of 
this  kind,  though  he  did  not  know  that  this  recollec- 
tion produced  any  part  of  the  antipathy  which  he 
now  shows  to  the  proposed  establishment ;  though 
he  could  see  a  natural  cause  for  it,  as  it  went  to 
pat  a  hook  in  the  nose  of  insurgents — of  those  who 
wish  to  overturn  the  Government.  In  this,  he 
could  find  a  natural  cause  of  aversion  in  that  gen- 
tleman against  armed  associations  of  citizens,  which 
are  the  natural  defence  of  Repoblican  Govem- 
nmts.  Itwasbeeaaaethesaassodalioasweredaa' 


gerous  to  the  species  of  liberty  which  he  had  de- 
scribed that  Mr.  H.  was  in  favor  of  them ;  because 
they  are  dangerous  to  that  foe,  those  perturbators 
of  mankind,  who  are  not  content  with  destroying 
our  commerce,  but  who  threaten  to  destroy  all  thaf 
is  held  sacred  in  this  country — our  €k)vernment,  all 
our  valuable  institutions,  our  laws,  and  our  liberty. 

But,  said  Mr.  H.,  we  are  told  that  no  danger 
exists ;  and  when  we  wish  to  put  arms  into  tha 
hands  of  our  citizens,  and  speak  of  danger,  we  ara 
charged  with  introducing  a  system  of  alarm,  by 
which  this  country  will  £e  brought  into  a  similar 
situation  with  that  of  another  country.  The 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  mentioned  Bag- 
land,  and  deplored  the  eflfect  which  alarm  had 
produced  there.  He  believed  he  did  deplore  it, 
because  it  put  an  effectual  check  to  disaffection 
and  disorganization ;  it  also  put  a  check  to  Frendi 
principles  and  French  arms,  and  this  he  beliered 
that  eentleman  regretted.  On  the  contrary  ha 
himsdf  rejoiced  in  this,  because  he  thought  the 
effect  of  it  had  been  happy,  and  he  believed  no- 
thing else  would  have  saved  England  from  de- 
struction. It  was  on  this  account  that  he  wished 
to  see  the  same  system  of  alarm  exist  here.  What 
has  been  the  effect  in  England  1  It  has  brought 
forward  the  people — the  cultivators  of  the  soil, 
the  possessors  of  |Mroperty — ^they  have  taken  arms 
in  their  hands,  and  rallied  round  their  Govern- 
ment. They  have  said,  ^though  our  Govern- 
ment is  not  the  best  in  the  world,  though  ours  ia 
not  the  highest  lot  of  bappines  which  exists,  yet 
it  is  happiness  in  the  extreme  when  compared  with 
that  which  threatens  our  existence."  They  hava 
therefore  armed  themselves,  and  the  fri^s  of 
France  in  that  country  have  been  put  down.  And 
how  was  this  effected  ?  Bj  the  system  of  alarm, 
of  which  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  com- 
plains ;  notwithstanding  the  soporifics  which  were 
there  continually  hdd  out  to  induce  the  Govera- 
ment  to  act  a  contrary  part,  by  men  who  cried 
out  peace,  peace  1  to  hoodwink  the  community, 
This  system  of  alarm  had,  however,  opened  their 
eyes.  It  will,  said  Mr.  H.,  have  the  same  effect 
here^  if  only  kept  up ;  it  will  preserve  us  from 
foreign  invasion  and  internal  enemies. 

It  is  daiied  by  those  who  either  do  not  see  tba 
danger,  or  who  have  succeeded  in  lulling  them- 
selves and  others  to  sleep,  that  the  danger  exista, 
and  they  wish  the  alarm  to  ceaae.  Thea,  indeed, 
he  should  tremble  for  the  fate  of  his  country ; 
then  should  he  think  the  doors  were  open  to  foreign 
influence,  domestic  insurrection,  and  plunder; 
then  should  be  expect  to  see  the  Legislature  of  the 
country  go  out  to  welcome  French  CommissioD- 
ers,  and  receive  orders  from  their  hands;  bat, 
whilst  this  alarm  exists,  he  should  apprehend  no 
danger,  he  should  resist  these  opiates,  and  en- 
deavor to  draw  aside  the  veil  which  tne  gentle* 
man  from  Pennsylvania  and  others  endeavor  to 
spread  before  the  eyes  of  the  people.  Indeed,  ha 
believed  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  people  <tf 
this  country  rested  on  a  small  pivot,  whicn  was  to 
be  found  in  the  present  well-founded  alarm,  and 
a  slight  stroke  of  the  gentleman  from  Peanaylk 
I  vania  mi^t  eatiiy  overtum  the  whole. 
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But  even  if  that  gentleman  were  to  succeed  in 
blinding  this  House,  it  would  not  be  in  his  power 
to  blind  tlie  people.  They  will  defend  them- 
selves.  If  Congress  should  be  so  blind  to  their 
interest  as  not  to  lend  their  aid  to  organize  these 
volunteer  citizens  for  their  defence,  he  hoped  and 
trusted  they  would  not  be  forgetful  df  their  duty. 

But  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  com- 
plains that  these  volunteers  are  not  made  a  part 
of  the  militia,  and  denies  that  they  will  be  any- 
thing superior.  Why,  then,  does  he  quarrel  with 
the  institution  ?  If  it  did  not  ^ive  a  more  effectual 
defence  against  either  an  internal  or  external 
enemy,  why  does  it  offend  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  and  his  supporters?  He  thought 
their  aislike  of  it  the  best  proof  which  coula  be 
adduced  in  its  favor.  They  acknowledge  that 
these  corps  will  have  strength,  nerve,  and  force. 
The  only  question  is  about  directing  it;  and  they 
aire  afraid  of  a  possible  direction  of  ft.  It  was  his 
wish  to  hare  it  so  organized  as  that  it  might  act ; 
and  wheneyer  the  same  crisis  shall  exist  that  has 
existed  in  Ireland,  and  such  as  has  threatened 
finffland,  he  would  call  all  this  force  into  action. 
Whenever  an  Executive  Directory  shall  be  sit- 
ting, and  a  day  shall  have  been  fixed  for  assassi- 
nating the  aristocrats,  or  all  those  who  do  not 
concur  in  the  principles  of  French  democracy, 
then  he  should  wish  this  force  to  be  turned  against 
these  persons.  He  believed,  however,  this  time 
was  far  off,  and  he  believed  the  formidable  nature 
of  this  force  would  effectually  prevent  its  arrival. 

If  Mtd  Mr.  H.,  there  be  no  dangers  of  this 
kind ;  if  there  be  no  persons  disposed  to  excite  in- 
surrections; no  persons  ready  to  aid  a  foreign 
ibe,  and  rally  round  a  forei^  standard,  and  no  in- 
raskm  takes  place,  there  will  be  nothing  for  these 
▼okinteers  to  be  called  upon  to  do;  they  will  have 
cost  nothing,  and  no  inconvenience  will  arise 
from  having  had  them  in  readiness. 

Bat  tbe  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  says,  the 
militia  are  equal  to  the  quelling  of  insurrections, 
and  adduces  the  Western  insurrection  ««  a  proof 
of  it.  But  was  it  not  known  that  means  were 
taken  to  damp  and  palsy  the  spirit  of  the  militia 
in  that  affair,  which  effect  was  not  removed  until 
ftller  the  volunteers  came  forward ;  and  thid  was 
one  of  the  crimes  of  which  the  volunteers  were 
^ilty,  and  it  was  a  sin  which  cannot  be  pardoned 
or  forgotten  by  that  gentleman,  but  it  was  one  of 
those  thin£fs  which  endeared  volunteer  corps  to 
hinL  And  unless  the  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania could  convince  him  that  the  people  will 
feel  themselves  less  secure  when  they  see  a  large 
force  in  ^e  country,  than  when  they  have  none, 
he  should  not  believe  that  the  establishment  of 
this  corps  could  produce  a  bad  effect  upon. the 
militia.  On  the  contrary,  he  believed  it  wciuld 
excite  emulation  in  the  militia.  They  will  say, 
we  will  not  suffer  these  stripling  to  get  all  the 
laurels.  This  spirit  will  begin  with  the  most  ac- 
tive, but  it  will  spread  through  the  whole  of  the 
oommunity. 

Gentlemen  ^ak  of  this  as  a  permanent  corps. 
This  is  contrary  to  the  provisions  of  this  bill ;  if 
not,  it  might  be  eatily  limited.    And  what  will 


happen  after  these  volunteers  shall  return  from 
service?  Will  they  disorganize  the  militia,  by 
carrying  with  them  home  a  knowledge  of  arras 
and  military  duty  ?  He  believed  a  very  contrary 
effect  would  be  produced.  He  was  persuaded  they 
would  carry  home  with  them  to  the  militia  those 
materials  out  of  which  soldiers  only  can  be  made. 

As  to  the  idea  of  these  volunteers  being  re- 
stricted to  certain  classes  of  persons,  it  is  too  con- 
temptible for  serious  notice.  Can  it  be  believed 
that  the  independent  citizens  of  this  country,  be- 
cause they  are  not  rich,  cannot  provide  them** 
selves  with  the  necessary  arms  and  aecontra- 
men ts  of  a  volunteer?  No;  they  will  say,  "thou^ 
we  are  not  so  rich  as  our  neighbors,  we  are  rick 
enough  to  buy  our  arms  and  military  coat."  He 
bad  seen  the  militia  act  in  this  manner  in  the 
town  where  he  lived ;  and  though  thev  had  ciiD* 
pensive  uniforms  and  equipments,  the  spirk 
spread,  and  men  of  all  descriptions,  from  the  moal 
wealthy,  to  those  who  worked  for  their  daily  suh- 
sistence,  provided  themselves  with  them.  Ani 
he  could  not  believe  that  any  American,  who  po^* 
sesses  his  health  and  liberty,  was  so  poor  as  not 
to  be  able  to  provide  himself  with  the  necessary 
arms  and  unitorm  to  become  a  volunteer.  Ye€ 
gentlemen  chose  to  insinuate,  that  this  was  a  plan 
to  arm  the  rich  against  the  poor.  Who  dare  talk 
to  the  people  df  America  of  their  pov^ty  ?  It  ia 
an  inapplicable  phrase  in  this  country.  As  he  had 
already  said,  every  man  could  afford  to  become  a 
volunteer ;  the  will  only  was  necesoiry ;  and  thati 
will,  he  was  persuaded,  was  ready,  if  not  ddmped 
by  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Peon* 
sylvania. 

The  modifications  of  which  the  clause  is  sua* 
ceptiblcj  he  would  not  point  out ;  but,  if  there  w«s 
any  which  could  be  agreed  to,  without  cuttinff  up 
the  principle  of  the  section,  he  should  be  ready  to 
assent  to  it ;  but  because  the  details  of  the  section 
do  not  please  gentlemen,  is  that  a  good  reason 
for  striking  out  the  section  itself?  Certainly  net« 
In  the  language  of  the  gentleman  from  New  Jet* 
sey,  it  is  another  instance  of  the  unfair  proceed- 
ings by  which  every  stage  of  this  Inll  had  been 
combated  and  opposed. 

Mr.  Qallatin  and  Mr.  Bbooks  rose  togethei^ 
The  latter  had  the  preference. 

Mr.  Bbooks  supposed,  that  bv  this  time  the 
committee  would  have  been  ready  for  the  quea- 
tion.  He  did  not  himself  intend  to  have  saii 
anything  upon  it ;  but  seeing  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  ready  to  take  the  floor  acain,  he 
would  first  say  a  few  words  upon  it,  that  that 
gentleman  might  have  an  opportunity  of  remark-* 
mg  upon  what  he  said  also.  That  genlleman  had 
gone  throUffh  a  labyrinth  of  opposition  to  every 
measure  of  defence;  he  believed  he  must  now  have 
come  pretty  nearly  to  a  conclusion.  He  could 
not  renise,  indeed,  an  appropriation  for  tbe  forte 
and  harbors^  but  that  was  very  confined ;  bat  he 
bad  successively  opposed  all  the  other  meaeuree 
of  defence.  The  naval  armament,  he  was  cer- 
tain, would  produce  war,  though  now  he  instate 
upon  it  that  there  is  no  danger  of  war,  yel  be 
himself  had  adTioee  thie  day  ofveiMpb  of  thcLesi 
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my  being  in  the  harbor  of  New  York,  that  they 
had  taken  two  vessels  there,  and  that  they  were 
ready  to  point  their  gans  upon  us.  The  prori- 
stonsu  army  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
opposed  in  every  shape ;  and  now  he  attacks  the 
volunteer  corps,  wMcn  seems  to  be  his  last  point. 
These  volunteer  corps  he  cannot  bear  the  name 
of.  Why  ?  Because  they  show  the  spirit  of  the 
people  more  than  anv  otner  measure.  Gk)vern- 
ment  will  now  find  wno  are  willing  to  defend  the 
country.  This  surely  was  not  the  reason  why  he 
c^jected  to  it ;  and  yet  a  stranger  would  be  apt  to 
think  so.  He  would  venture  to  say  one  thing, 
however,  that  if  the  French  Directory  had  had  an 
agent  on  this  floor  to  have  plead  their  cause,  he 
could  not  have  done  it  more  effectually  than  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania ;  and  that  gentle- 
man may  certainly  have  this  consolation,  that  if, 
by  any  fortuitous  circumstances,  he  should  be 
driven  from  this  happy  country,  he  will  certainly 
be  received  in  another,  with  a  cry  of  "  Well  done, 
good  and  faithful  servant,  enter  tnou  into  the  arms 
w  the  Directory." 

The  gentleman  had  confidently  said,  that  there 
is  no  dancer  to  be  apprehended  from  ai^  invasion, 
because  he  was  convinced  the  citizens  of  this 
country  would  suffer  no  foreigner,  who  comes  with 
hostile  views,  long  to  exist  on  our  shores ;  but  Mr. 
B.  believed  tne  way  to  be  safe  was  not  the  course 
of  sitting  still  and  folding  our  arms,  recommended 
by  that  gentleman,  supposing  danjB^er  at  a  distance. 
it  we  should  be  found  in  such  a  situation  we  may 
expect  to  be  overtaken  with  danger,  as  with  a 
whirlwind.  He  had  said  much  of  the  cheerfufl 
submission  of  the  people  to  the  laws.  He  was  him- 
self glad  to  hear  it;  though  he  believed  it  was 
more  from  a  principle  of  fear,  than  love,  in  certain 
quarters  of  the  Umon. 

But  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  says, 
there  is  no  danger  to  be  apprehended  from  insur- 
rection, or  from  persons  in  this  coimtry  joining  the 
standard  of  any  enemy  who  may  attack  us ;  but, 
said  he,  we  have  better  authority  than  the  word  of 
tkat  gentleman  to  believe  the  contrary.  The  Ex- 
ecutive Directory  have  said,  that  they  have  diplo- 
matic agents  here,  that  they  have  them  in  abund- 
ance ;  so  that  they  are  better  acquainted  with  the 
situation  of  things  here  than  that  gentleman  is 
willing  to  believe,  or  to  admit.  He  himself  be- 
lieved the  fact,  to  a  certain  extent ;  and  the  best 
way  of  guarding  against  danger  is  to  be  ready  to 
mpel  it.  Even  m  this  city,  on  a  late  occasion,  a 
foeble  opposition  of  foolish  men.  mounted  the 
French  cockade,  and  declared  that,  when  the 
French  troops  came,  they  would  join  them.  Fool- 
ish men  I  he  called  them,  for  he  apprehended  they 
bad  discovered  the  truth  too  soon ;  and,  trifling  as 
this  may  seem,  he  was  of  opinion  these  men  only 
spoke  what  they  heard,  and  that  these  things  did 
not  originate  with  themselves. 

But  the  gentleman  says,  that  if  these  volunteers 
an  permitted  to  arm  and  equip  themselves,  it  will 
disgust  the  militia.  Little  does  that  gentleman 
know  of  the  spirit  of  this  country.  Had  he  been 
here  at  the  beginning  of  the  Revdation,  he  would 
hMre  seen  men  of  a  diffarent  description.    He 


never  knew  any  jealousy  among  our  soldiers  or 
militia,  because  one  looked  a  little  smarter  than 
another.  At  the  present  time,  indeed,  he  believed 
if  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  would  go  out 
on  a  review-day,  he  would  see  part  of  the  militia 
of  this  State,  as  well  as  others,  in  uniform,  and 
part  in  common  clothes,  without  any  disagreeable 
reelings  being  entertained  on  that  account 

Mr.  B.  concluded  with  saying,  that  as  the  day 
was  far  advanced,  he  would  not  take  up  any  long- 
er the  time  of  the  committee  than  to  say,  that 
either  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  does  not 
understand  the  subject,  or  his  reasoning  is  peculiar 
to  himself. 

Mr.  Gallatin  said,  he  should  disappoint  the 
member  from  New  York,  in  some  degree,  as  he 
expressed  an  expectation  that  he  (Mr.  G.)  should 
answer  what  might  fall  from  him:  but  when  a 
member  so  far  abandoned  every  rule  of  commoa 
decency,  so  far  forgot  the  respect  due  to  this 
House,  and  so  far  insulted  the  understanding  of 
members,  as  to  pay  no  attention  to  the  question 
under  discussion,  but.  lavins  argument  aside,  ^oes 
merely  into  a  wide  nela  of  abusive  declamation, 
he  conceived  him  entitled  only  to  silent  contempt, 
and  that,  and  that  alone  the  member  from  New 
York  would  receive  from  him. 

The  gentleman  from  South  Carolinaj  Mr.  G. 
said,  had  not  made  any  reply  to  the  leadmg  argu- 
ments urged  against  the  section  under  considera- 
tion. 

He  would  once  more  ask  whence  arose  the  par- 
ticular partiality  which  is  shown  to  the  proposed 
orgsinization  ox  these  corps?  Are  gentlemen 
afraid  that  the  present  militia  officers  will  not  be 
so  ^ood  as  those  appointed  by  the  President  of  the 
United  States?  Or  are  thev  afraid  that  if  theee 
corps  are  organized  agreeably  to  the  existing  laws 
of  the  United  States,  that  they  will  not  be  so  good 
a  defence  as  if  organized  according  to  the  present 
bill? 

When  gentlemen  speak  of  the  Western  insur- 
rection, and  of  volunteer  corps,  why  do  they  not 
say  there  was  only  one  volunteer  corps  not  attach- 
ed to  the  militia  out  of  12,000  men,  and  he  adduc- 
ed this  as  a  proof  to  show  that,  whatever  disorders 
might  take  place  in  the  country,  the  militia  would 
be  sufficient  to  quell  them.  They  seemed  to  think 
difierently,  and  that  they  are  not  to  be  trusted. 

Gentlemen  opposed  to  this  motion  charge  the 
supporters  of  it  with  being  afraid  to  put  arms  into 
the  nands  of  the  citizens.  The  charge  was  un- 
founded. They  are  not  afraid  of  putting  arms 
into  the  hands  of  our  citizens,  but  they  do  not 
wish  to  put  them  into  the  hands  of  a  few  chosen 
persons,  to  the  exclusion  of  others.  The  reliance 
of  the  supporters  of  this  motion  is  in  the  people  at 
large ;  that  of  the  opposers  of  it  in  these  few.  Mr. 
G.  wished  gentlemen  to  show  the  difference  be- 
tween these  corps  and  militia,  and  what  are  the 
great  advantages  in  favor  of  these,  and  then  the 
committee  may  judge  between  the  merits  of  each. 
He  could  see  no  advantage  from  the  present  plan ; 
all  that  he  could  conceive  from  it  was,  that  its 
supporters  believe  there  is  moresafety  in  arming 
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a  select  few,  than  in  dependiog  upon  the  whole 
people. 

But  the  committee  are  told  that,  these  volun- 
teers, thus  organized,  are  the  best  calculated  for 
suppressing  perturbators  and  disorganizers.  But 
this  was  a  mere  assertion,  and  no  argument  had 
been  adduced  to  prove  thiat  they  would  be  better 
calculated  for  that  purpose  than  the  people  at 
large,  or  more  likely  to  exert  themselves  in  sup- 
port of  the  Constitution  and  liberties  of  the  coun- 
try. The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  had 
said,  there  were  disorganizers  and  seditious  per- 
sons in  the  country,  and  that  he  was  determmed 
to  support  the  present  system  of  alarm ;  and  yet 
he  has  not  shown  where  these  disorganizers  and 
perturbators  exist.  Is  there  anything  known,  Mr. 
G.  asked,  to  induce  a  belief  that  there  are  persons 
of  this  description  in  any  part  of  the  United 
States?  And  whengentlemen,  without  any  proof, 
insist  that  if  those  volunteers  shall  consist  or  men 
of  greater  property,  they  will,  on  that  account,  be 
the  most  proper  to  suppress  sedition,  he  would  not 
hesitate  to  say  that  the  assertion  implied  an  illib- 
eral and  unfounded  insinuation  against  all  the 
other  classes  of  the  community,  and  was  a  calum- 
ny on  the  great  mass  of  the  people  of  the  United 
States. 

But  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  went 
on  to  support  the  justice  and  policy  of  a  similar 
plan  adopted  in  England,  the  effect  of  which,  he 
supposes,  has  been  to  suppress  insurrection,  and 
to  save  that  country  from  that  general  system  of 
devastation  which  has  taken  place  throughout 
Europe.  But  what,  Mr.  Q.  asked,  are  the  effects 
which  we  see  arising  from  this  system  ?  From 
that  system  of  alarm  and  from  that  combination 
against  France,  which  went  hand  in  hand,  at  the 
coaimeneement  of  the  European  war  ?  The  eon- 
sequence  has  been  that  France  has  not  rested  sat- 
isfied with  making  relations  in  her  own  Gk>v- 
emment,  but  has  subjugated  some  of  the  finest 
countries  in  Europe,  and  subverted  their  Qovem- 
ments,  and  she  now  threatens  Great  Britain  her- 
self with  a  similar  fate.  This,  Mr.  G.  said,  we 
know  has  been  the  effect  of  those  measures ;  but 
the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  in  order  to 
reconcile  us  to  a  similar  plan,  sets  up  his  supposi- 
tion against  fact,  and  tells  us  what  might  have 
happened,  in  his  opinion,  had  not  this  system  of 
alarm  been  adopted  in  England.  He  knew  what 
had  happened  in  consequence  of  those  fatal  steps; 
what  might  have  happened  had  they  not  been 
adopted,  was  a  matter  of  conjecture.  It  was  but 
a  poor  consolation  to  that  nation  to  be  told  by  its 
Minister,  "  matters  would  have  been  worse,  had 
I  not  ta&en  such  and  such  measures."  And  if  a 
aimilar  conduct  was  now  pursued  by  this  countr]^, 
and  should  be  attended  with  similar  calami ties^  it 
mrould  afibrd  but  a  miserable  comfort  to  America 
to  hear,  two  years  hence,  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  assert  that  a  contrary  course 
w^ould  have  produced,  in  his  opinion,  still  greater 
evils.  It  could  not  be  denied  that  that  system  of 
alarm  which  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina 
commended,  had,  in  England,  increased  that  dis- 
affection which  it  was  its  object  to  suppcess,  and 


the  same  effect  would  be  produced  here  by  similar 
measures.  How  was  the  alarm  in  England  sup* 
ported  ?  By  means  similar  to  those  adopted  m 
this  House  this  day.  A  ^ntleman  rises  from  his 
seat,  and  tells  the  committee  he  saw  five  or  six 
men  in  the  streets  of  this  city  with  French  cock- 
ades in  their  hats.  He  says  that  some  one  had 
reported,  that  it  was  said  that  somebodv  had  heard 
that  one  of  them  had  said,  he  would  join  the 
French  if  they  landed  here  3  the  gentleman  imme- 
diately  concluded  that  there  is  a  deep  conspiracy 
in  the  country,  and  thousands  ready  to  ao  the 
same.  The  same  things  were  done  in  England  at 
the  beginning  of  the  war ;  the  Tower  was  fortified 
on  account  of  an  insurrection  which  no  one  had 
ever  heard  of.  Every  member  on  this  floor  might 
remember  the  numerous  artifices  used  there  at 
that  time ;  and  it  was  in  order  to  avoid  the  evils 
which  had  been  produced  in  England  by  that  sys- 
tem that  he  wished  it  to  cease  here ;  that  he  wish* 
ed,  instead  of  placing  these  young  men  in  corps 
separate  from  the  muitiaj  to  have  them  joined  to 
it,  so  as  to  make  one  undivided  general  defenee  for 
the  country,  instead  of  separating  them  in  the  way 
proposed,  which  could  only  produce  divisions  and 
uneasiness  among  the  people. 

Mr.  G.  said  he  would  make  no  remark  upon 
what  fell  from  the  gentleman  from  South  Caroli- 
na, as  to  the  unfairness  of  this  motion  to  strikeout 
the  section,  instead  of  endeavoring  to  amend  it. 
He  thought  it  wa%  not  less  unfair  for  gentlemen  to 
wish  a  contrary  course  to  be  taken,  while  they 
declare  themselves  unwilling  to  agree  to  any 
amendments  which  would  make  it  more  agreeable 
to  those  who  oppose  it  Nor  should  he  make  any 
remarks  on  what  had  fallen  from  that  gentleman 
on  the  subject  of  Ireland,  in  respect  to  the  Exec- 
utive Directory  sitting  there,  or  of  the  day  ap- 
pointed for  a  general  massacre.  He  had  seen  such 
things  in  the  papers.  How  true  or  false  they 
were,  he  could  not  say.  But  he  did  know  that 
there  had  been  for  a  long  time  in  existence  there  a 
system  of  military  coercion,  which  had  doubtless 
increased  the  disaffection  which  before  existed,  and 
which  will  in  the  end  prove  fatal  to  the  Govern- 
ment of  Ireland.  Yet  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  says  there  may  be  a  time  when  it  will 
be  proper  that  the  same  military  coercion  should 
exist  here.  He  trusted  that  gentleman  was  the 
only  one  who  anticipated  such  an  event,  and  he 
did  not  think  it  necessary  to  re^te  or  comment 
on  that  observation. 

For  a  number  of  years,  Mr.  G.  said,  attempts 
had  been  made,  in  different  shapes,  to  give  to  the 
President  of  the  United  States  a  standing  army, 
or  select  corps  of  militia.  Ever  since  ftie  organi- 
zation of  the  present  Constitution  these  attempts 
had  been  on  every  occasion  repeated  and  defeat- 
ed«  This  kind  of  half-way  army  and  milida 
would  effect  the  purpose,  and  mignt  become  the 
most  dangerous  ot  all  others ;  and  whatever  might 
be  the  fate  of  this  motion,  he  never  would  repent 
to  have  exerted  himself  as  far  as  he  was  able  in 
order  to  prevent  its  introduction. 

Mr.  G.  concluded  with  saving  that  he  wassoof 
he  had  taken  up  so  much  at  the  time  of  the 
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Bcdtt^e  on  this  question.  He  had  spoken  three 
times,  which  he  would  not  have  done  had  anv 
other  gentleman  answered  the  ohseryations  which 
had  heen  made  in  opposition  to  this  motion  by  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carol  ioa.  But  however 
disagreeable  it  was  to  him  to  be  obliged  to  rise  so 
often,  not  only  to  meet  the  arguments  of  some 
gentlemen,  but  the  abuse  and  impertinent  allusions 
of  others,  nothing  should  prevent  him  from  doing 
it|  while  ne  had  hopes  that  the  fatal  measure  now 
proposed  might  be  defeated. 

Mr.  AI.LEN  wL^hed  to  know  how  the  Gk>Tern- 
went  could  get  a  more  effectual  defence  than  by 
nutting  the  question  to  every  citizei^  of  the  United 
^ates)  Will  you,  in  case  of  danger,  become  a 
volunteer  in  the  public  service '?  Gk)vernmeDt  does 
not  choose,  like  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania, 
to  r«ly  upon  the  militia  altogether ;  but  to  address 
the  whole  people,  and  nut  a  few,  in  the  manner 
he  had  stated,  and  he  trusted  this  question  would 
not  be  answered  bv  a  few,  nor  by  the  rich  alone. 

The  people  of  the  five  Eastern  States,  said  Mr. 
A^  are  already  armed  and  equipped^  at  their  own 
expense ;  and  it  could  not  be  said  they  are  rich. 
The  people  in  these  States  are  so  well  armed  and 
disciplined^  that  there  will  be  no  occasion  for 
Ihem  to  oner  themselves  as  volunteers.  In  other 
places,  but  a  small  proportion  of  the  people  are 
armed.  In  this  city,  said  Mr.  A.,  a  great  propor- 
tion of  the  people  are  unarmed  ;  and  he  could  see 
no  mischiet  that  could  arise  from  putting  arms 
into  their  hands  by  means  of  this  kind,  which  was 
the  only  way  in  which  it  could  be  done.  And  he 
believed  the  organization  of  these  brave  and  gen- 
erous young  men  would  produce  the  best  effects. 

What  the  committee  had  heard  from  the  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania,  of  this  being  a  plan  to 
arm  the  rich  against  the  poor,  was  said  to  raise  a 
popular  clamor  against  it,  ana  it  was  for  this  pur- 
pose that  the  gentleman  had  risen  three  times  to- 
day. While  Uie  people  from  every  quarter  of  the 
Union  are  addressing  the  Government  with  offers 
of  their  lives  and  fortunes  in  support  of  our  meas- 
ures against  France,  the  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania vrishes  to  take  no  measures  for  our  security. 
There  is  something  very  extraordinary  in  this. 
But  the  young  men  of  our  country  possess  a  differ- 
fAt  spirit ;  they  are  resolved  to  unite  in  their  coun- 
try's cause;  and  they  will  be  able  effectually  to 
prevent  insurrections  and  insults  from  taking  place 
lA  the  large  cities,  which  are  most  subject  to  them. 

But  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  has  en- 
deavored to  excite  jealousy  against  these  volun- 
teers in  another  way,  by  insinuating  an  idea  that 
the  reason  of  the  power  of  appointing  the  officers 
of  these  edrps  being  placed  in  the  President  is,  be- 
oause  the  present  militia  officers  cannot  be  trusted. 
This,  said  Mr.  A^  was  not  the  Outh ;  nobody  had 
such  an  idea.  But,  are  these  men  ready  to  offer 
their  service?  If  they  are,  it  is  not  known.  If 
ibey  do  offer  their  service,  there  is  no  doubt  the 
President  will  commission  them.  But  the  gentle- 
man is  not  willing  that  those  who  offer  their  ser- 
vice should  be  rejied  upon,  but  that  all  should  be 
tompelled  to  enter  the  serviee,  whetlver  tkey  are 
wilUngOTBOt,    He  thought  it  WM  more  ^eneroua 


to  accept  of  voluntarr  service  only,  which  would 
be  made  exclusively  by  those  who  ioin  heartily  in 
the  cause  in  which  we  are  engaged. 

Mr.  Macon  said  the  Constitution  bad  limited 
the  calling  out  of  the  militia  to  three  cases,  viz : 
to  execute  the  laws,  suppress  insurrections,  and 
repel  invasions ;  and  he  could  not  see  for  what 
otner  purposes  troops  could  be  wanted,  or  why 
the  militia  were  not  equal  to  all  these  purposes. 
He  wished  gentlemen  to  speak  plainly  as  to  the 
purposes  for  which  these  men  are  wanted. 

The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  said  that 
if  these  corps  were  not  organized,  the  French 
would  soon  be  here,  and  take  the  cash  from  the 
hEuikers,  and  the  produce  and  other  property  from 
the  farmers.  But  how  could  theee  ycmths  re^ 
any  attacks  whieb  the  militia,  which  would  em^ 
brace  nor  only  them  but  all  other  citizens^  would 
not  be  able  to  resist  ?  As  to  the  spirit  which  that 
gentleman  spoke  of  being  imparted  to  the  youth 
by  this  law,  he  did  not  believe,  if  they  wanted  a 
spirit  to  defend  their  country,  that  this  Uw  would 
give  it  to  them ;  but  he  was  sure  the  spirit  would 
not  be  wanting  whenever  danger  appears. 

Mr.  M.  noticed  what  had  fallen  trom  the  gen** 
tleman  from  South  Carolina,  with  respect  to  mem- 
bers acting  contrary  to  the  wishes  of  their  con* 
stituents.  and  said  no  consideration  should  ever 

Srevent  him  from  doing  what  appeared  to  him  to 
e  his  duty.  And  if  he  was  convinced  that  his  eon* 
stituents  were  dissatisfied  with  his  conduct,  he 
would  not  wait  to  be  turned  out,  but  would  im« 
mediately  relinquish  his  seat. 

Mr.  M.  never  wished  to  see  such  a  system  of 
alarm  existing  in  this  country  as  existed  in  Bn* 
gland  and  Ireland.  He  never  wished  to  see  spies 
and  informers  riding  about  the  country  to  take 
people  up  on  account  of  their  political  opinions, 
lie  should  be  glad  to  see  the  spirit  of  1776  here, 
though  he  did  not  wish  to  see  the  old  Congress 
revived.  He  believed  the  old  Congress  had  doee 
well,  bui  he  believed  the  present  a  better  system 
of  government  than  that  was. 

The  question  had  not  yet  been  determined  whe- 
ther these  corps  were  to  be  considered  in  the  tigkt 
of  militia  or  regulars.  If  the  former^  it  had  been 
shown  that  these  young  gentlemen  might  ioin  vol- 
unteer corps  already  in  existence;  and,  if  the 
latter,  there  were  always  recruiting  officers  with 
whom  they  might  enlist.  But  he  md  not  believe 
many  of  them  would  wish  to  become  commoa 
soldiers,  though,  in  all  special  cases,  they  would, 
he  doubted  not,  be  ready  to  come  forward.  But 
this  bas  been  called  a  formjdaUe  force  for  the  sup- 
pression of  seditious  insurrections,  but  he  did  not 
believe  it  could  be  more  so  than  the  militia  itsdf. 

Mr.  M.  denied  that  Congress  had  the  power  to 
create  a  mongrel  kind  of  army  such  as  is  now  pro- 
posed. He  called  upon  anv  gentleman  to  put  hk 
finger  upon  that  part  of  tne  Constitution  which 
gives  Congress  this  authority. 

The  provision  which  confines  the  use  of  these 
corps  to  the  State  to  which  they  belong,  and  to 
the  States  adjoinittg,  he  said,  would  prove  a  very 
unequal  regulation,  as  some  of  the  States  only  joitt 
two  Sla^  others  to  five 
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The  gentlemao  from  South  Carolina  says  that 
armed  associatioos  are  the  natural  defence  of  Re- 
publican Qovernments.  He  never  believed  that 
this  Government  depended  upon  armed  associa- 
tions for  support.  It  appeared  to  him  that  these 
armed  mililarv  associations  have  more  the  appear- 
ance of  /ocootTtism  than  anything  he  had  ever 
heard  of  in  that  House. 

Mr.  NL,  after  ridiculing  the  doctrine  of  alarm 
set  up  by  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina, 
concluded  with  saying  that  he  believed,  if  the 
French  were  to  land  m  this  country,  that  they 
would  find  very  few  persons  to  join  them.  He 
was  sura  that  from  the  part  of  the  country  from 
whence  he  came,  that  would  be  the  case.  The 
neople  in  that  part  of  the  country  would  very 
deeply  regret  a  war ;  but,  if  it  did  take  place  of 
necessity,  they  would  join  heartily  in  it.  If  the 
Constitution  does  not  please  them  in  all  respects, 
they  know  an  armed  torce  is  not  the  instrument 
by  which  it  ou^ht  to  be  amended ;  and  he  knew, 
whatever  a  maiority  determined  upon,  would  by 
them  be  carried  into  effect. 

Mr.  Dana  said  he  should  not  have  risen  at  all 
on  this  subject,  had  the  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania confined  himself  to  the  merits  of  the  ques- 
tion. But,  after  rising  as  monarch  of  the  opposi- 
tion, and  apologizing  for  having  spoken  three 
times,  because  nobody  else  spoke,  he  said  that  the 
embodying  of  these  volunteers  would  be  raising  a 
dangerous  standing  army ;  that  it  would  be  arm- 
ing one  part  of  the  citizens  against  another  \  that 
It  would  prove  the  destruction  of  the  militia,  and 
(hat  the  whole  of  the  militia  might  become  a  oart 
•f  this  army.  He  also  says  the  provision  will  be 
useless,  and  because,  under  the  militia  law.  all  the 
advantages  proposed  by  this  bill  might  be  had. 
Why,  then,  be  would  ask,  do  not  these  volunteers 
BOW  exist?  He  apprehended  the  true  reason  was, 
because  the  field  i^cers  are  appointed  by  the  indi- 
vidual States,  and  not  by  the  President  of  the 
United  States. 

But  it  is  said  that  this  provision  is  useless,  be- 
cause of  the  requisition  of  the  80,000  militia 
ordered  at  the  last  setoioA.    This  had  been  fre- 

Siently  mentioned,  thoujj^  nobody  could  consider 
is  force  as  anything ;  it  is  a  mere  business  on 
paper.  The  men  detached  do  not  know  their  own 
ora«ars.  Many  of  the  officers  have  been  promo- 
ted, and  a  number  of  the  men  removed ;  so  that 
he  did  not  suppnose  three-fourihs  of  those  men 
could  be  found,  if  called  upon.  They  are  even 
worse  than  nothing. 

It  is  also  said  that  these  volunteers  will  form  a 
standing  army  dangerous  to  liberty.  What  do 
gentlemen  mean  by  a  standing  anny  ?  Do  they 
make  use  of  the  term  because  they  find  it  in  the 
Constitution?  or  because  in  countries  where  arm- 
ies are  formed  of  the  worst  of  men,  where  they 
are  engaged  for  life,  and  where  their  object  is 
plunder  and  rapine  ?  The  term  standing  army 
only  applies  where  officers  and  men  have  views 
distinct  from  the  people,  and  can  by  no  means  a  p- 
(dy  to  the  young  men  contemplated  by  thi«  sec- 
tioa.  If  they  were  to  join  a  banditti  in  desolating 
tha  country,  whoee  property  would  ihey  deatroy  ? 


Their  own,  or  that  of  their  parents  and  frienda 
And  against  whom  would  they  turn  their  arms? 
Against  their  parents,  their  brethren,  and  frienda 
And  whose  habitations  would  they  destroy  ?  Those 
in  which  they  had  been  bred  ana  educated.  Cam 
any  one  believe,  then,  that  evils  of  this  kind  can 
be  apprehended  from  ^hese  patriotic  young  men? 
He  tnought  they  could  not  be  entertained  for  a 
moment. 

In  proportion  as  our  military  foree  is  extended, 
Mr.  D,  said^  it  loses  the  cbaraeter  of  an  army* 
An  army  oi  10,000  men  may  have  something  of 
a  spirit  distinct  from  the  people;  but,  if  it  is  es* 
tended  to  100,000,  it  will  cease  to  have  that  spirit* 
It  will  hare  only  the  spirit  of  the  people.  This  is 
one  of  the  causes,  assigned  by  one  of  the  best  wri* 
ters  on  the  subject  of  the  French  Rerolation, 
which  produced  that  spirit  in  the  French  soldiers 
which  led  them  to  Join  in  the  Rerolution  against 
their  Monarch.  Their  numbers  were  so  larga 
that  there  was  infused  into  thair  body  the  spirit  of 
the  people.  But  the  gentleman  from  Pennsfyhr»* 
nia  says  the  establishment  of  this  corps  will  make 
an  odious  distinction  between  rich  and  poor,  as  if 
that  gentleman  were  the  bulwark  of  Sansculotumi 
Was  this  intended  to  excite  a  jealousy  in  the  poor 
towards  the  rich^  and  a  spirit  of  hatred  to  tha 
Government  ?  Il  not,  he  could  not  tell  why  such 
language  was  used. 

What  are  the  advantages  exp^ected  to  result 
from  this  section  X  They  are  the  admission  of  a 
body  of  pariotic,  respectable,  ffenerons  youth,  inio 
the  public  service,  who  will  form  a  firm  phalanx 
against  anjr  internal  or  external  enemy.  His 
ideas  of  this  section  were^  that  the  youth  which 
it  contemplates  will  remain  liable  to  militia  duty, 
both  officers  and  men,  until  called  into  the  publus 
service;  but,  when  called  into  public  seryiocL 
they  will  be  considered  as  troops  of  the  United 
States. 

The  question  upon  striking  out  the  section  was 
then  put  and  negatived— 56  to  37. 


Thursday,  May  17. 
ADDITIONAL  BULB. 

Mr.  SrroRBAVM  wished  to  propose  an  addi- 
tional rule  to  the  standing  rules  and  orders  of  the 
House.  It  must,  of  course,  he  obserred,  Ke  upon 
the  table  a  day  prerious  to  decision.  He  would, 
therefore,  lay  it  before  the  House  now,  and  call 
it  up  for  decision  to-morrow.    It  was  as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  during  the  remunder  of  the  session, 
the  stan^g  rules  and  orders  of  the  House  be  amended 
bj  adding  the  following:  "That  no  member  shftD, 
eUAktft  in  the  House  or  in  Committee  of  Ae  Whole, 
speak  mere  than  onoe  to  the  same  queidon." 

PROVISIONAL  ARMY. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Cona* 
mittee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Unioa 
on  the  bill  authorising  the  President  to  raise  a 
provisional  army ;  when  the  consideration  of  the 
third  section  being  resumed, 

Mr.  R.  WiULiAMS  movsed  to  amend  the  secftiott 
so  as  to  owJie  the  voluntary  corps  propoaed  to  h» 
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embodied  by  that  section,  a  part  of  the  militia  of 
the  United  States.  It  appeared  to  him  unoeces- 
aary  for  them  to  attempt  to  say  by  whom,  or  by 
what  authority  the  officers  of  these  corps  shall  be 
appointed ;  because  if  the  committee  only  {>oint 
out  whether  they  shall  be  considered  as  militia  or 
regulars,  the  Constitution  Hias  declared  in  what 
maimer  they  shall  be  officered.  It  was  not  very 
material  to  him  which  they  are  considered,  thougn 
he  would  rather  have  them  considered  as  militia, 
as  it  would  be  the  cause  of  producing  an  effective 
militia,  which  every  one  aoknowledfi^es  would  be 
a  desirable  thing,  but  if  they  are  to  be  considered 
at  regulars,  he  believed  it  would  produce  a  con* 
tnry  effect.  He  hoped,  therefore,  his  amend- 
ment would  be  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Hartley  was  much  surprised  to  find  that 
new  difficulties  should  be  raised  against  this  bill. 
The  aggressions  of  the  French  nation  had  been 
ao  great,  that  he  doubted  not,  in  one  month  from 
the  date  hereof,  every  man  who  is  a  friend  of  his 
eonntry  will  be  ready  to  say  we  ouffht  no  longer 
to  bear  with  them.  The  pieople  of  this  country 
are  jealous  of  their  rights,  and  to  raise  a  large 
body  of  troops  without  immediate  necessity,  would 
alarm  them  ;  but,  in  our  present  situation,  he  won- 
dered the  present  measure  should  be  objected  to. 
He  should  rather  have  expected  a  declaration  of 
war,  which  he  was  confident  would  be  well  re- 
ceived by  a  majority  of  this  House.  Mr.  H. 
trusted  the  present  amendment  ;9vould  not  prevail, 
as  he  wished  these  volunteers,  by  all  means,  to  be 
commanded  by  officers  appointed  by  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Brooks  was  of  opinion  that  this  question 
WAS  decided  yesterday.  If  this  amendment  were 
to  be  adopted,  it  would  show  that  the  committee 
had  changed  their  minds  since  yesterday  as  to 
the  manner  in  which  the  officers  of  these  volun- 
teers ought  to  be  appointed. 

Mr.  SiTOREAVEs  did  not  rise  to  answer  any 
arguments  which  had  been  urged  in  favor  of  this 
amendment,  but  to  express  his  hope  that,  as  this 
subject  had  already  been  fully  discussed,  no  fur- 
ther time  would  be  lost  upon  it.  He  addressed 
himself  particularly  to  the  friends  of  the  bilL  that 
80  far  as  it  depended  upon  them  no  time  might  be 
lost  upon  it. 

Mr.  McDowell  differed  in  opinion  with  the 
ffentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr.  Brooks,)  when 
Be. considered  this  the  same  question  which  was 
determined  yesterday*  It  was  said  by  gentlemen 
yesterday,  that  it  was  im£Biir  to  vote  for  striking 
out  a  section  which  was  capable  of  being  so 
amended  as  to  do  away  the  objections  brought 
against  it.  He  believed  some  gentlemen  voted 
against  striking  out  the  section  on  that  i^round. 
But  gentlemen  are  all  at  onc^  very  desirous  of 
cuttiuff  short  discussion.  Those  who  heretofore 
spent  days  in  debating  on  comparatively  very  un- 
important subjects,  now  wish  a  question  of  great 
Bujrnitnde  to  be  taken  without  debate. 

When  this  subject  was  yesterday  under  discus- 
sion, the  gentleman  from  South  CaroUaa  (Mr. 
Harpbr)  said  he  wished  to  keep  up  the  present 
iyatem  cMf  alarm,  in  order  to  answer  eertain  pur- 


poses of  Government.  It  had  already  been  kept 
up  for  some  time,  and  produced  effects  which,  be 
believed,  could  not  have  been  produced  without 
it.  It  was  well  known  that  certain  gentlemen  in 
this  House  had,  for  a  long  time  past,  been  endea* 
voring  to  increase  our  Military  Bstablishmenl^ 
and  to  raise  a  navy,  and  they  had  seized  this  mo- 
ment of  alarm  to  effect  both  purposes. 

Gentlemen,  speaking  of  the  important  senricet 
to  be  achieved  by  the  young  men  proposed  to  be 
raised,  said,  that  they  would  make  bare  their 
arms,  and  shield  us  from  all  danger.  Though  be 
should  wish  to  encourage  in  our  youth  an  ardent 
desire  to  defend  their  country,  he  did  not  wish  to 
expose  them  to  danger  alone.  He  wished  the 
citizens  generally  to  bear  their  share  in  the  ser- 
vice, whenever  danger  shall  appear.  But  it  had 
been  said,  these  men  can  do  no  good  except  their 
officers  are  appointed  bv  the  President — his  sig- 
nature was  to  do  everytning.  If  he  thought  the 
seal  of  the  President  could  possess  all  the  virtue 
ascribed  to  it,  he  might  agree  to  its  bein?  used  in 
this  case ;  but  while  he  Mlieved  the  officers  ap- 
pointed by  the  several  States  are  as  good,  and  as 
well  disposed  to  defend  their  country  as  any  the 
President  can  appoint,  he  could  not  agree  to  their 
being  changed  in  the  way  proposed.  He  coidd 
not  conceive  why  gentlemen  should  be  jealous  of 
their  own  States  appointing  improper  persons. 
To  give  the  President  this  right  would  be  to  add 
greatly  to  his  power.  He  believed  Congress  ought 
to  be  cautious  how  they  increase  this  power ;  and 
however  unpopular  the  opinion  may  at  present  be, 
he  would  express  his  determination  not  to  increase 
that  power  by  taking  a  fKH-tion  of  it  from  the 
Gk>vemments  of  the  mdividual  States,  or  from 
this  body,  and  adding[  it  to  his.  He  wished  to 
keep  each  power  within  its  present  bounds. 

Mr.  McD.  repeated  what  has  several  timns  been 
said,  that  it  is  extraordinary  that  the  Northern 
and  Eastern  States  should  insist  upon  defending 
the  Southern  against  their  will.  It  was  said  that 
this  corps  was  wanted  to  answer  the  like  purposes 
for  which  a  similar  force  has  been  raised  m  Eng- 
land and  Ireland.  And  what  have  they  been  used 
for  there  but  to  suppress  political  opinion?  The 
military  force  is  there  ridins;  over  the  people,  and 
dragging  husbands  and  fathers  from  their  wives 
and  children  to  prison,  merely  because  they  hare 
taken  the  liberty  to  think.  However  muck  gen- 
tlemen wished  to  support  certain  opinions  in  thb 
country,  he  hoped  they  would  not  wish  them  to 
be  forced  upon  the  people  by  a  system  of  terror. 
He  apprehended  the  z^  of  g^entlemen  had  car^ 
ried  them  too  far  on  this  occasion. 

Mr.  R.  Williams  did  not  make  this  motion,  he 
said,  to  give  any  gentleman  an  opportunity  of 
answering  the  a^uments  of  yesterday,  nor  to 
bring  at  all  into  debate  the  question  of  yesterday. 
He  made  it  in  conformity  to  an  opinion  which  be 
then  gave,  and  upon  which  he  voted  for  the  re- 
taining of  this  section.  But  it  is  a  little  extraor- 
dinary that  gentlemen  will  not  permit  othen  who 
merely  differ  with  them  as  to  the  mode  of  de- 
face, without  having  imputed  to  them  by  those 
gentlemen  a  diiaposifi<m  to  leare  the  country  en- 
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tirely  delboceless,  and  at  the  mercy  of  a  foreign 
•nemy.  If  erer  there  was  a  question  before  this 
HoQse,  during  the  present  sessioD,  in  which  these 
insiauations  might  have  been  sparedi  he  thought 
the  present  must  be  one.  What  is  the  question  ? 
It  is  merely  whether  the  President  shall  accept  of 
my  companies  of  persons  who  may  offer  them- 
selves, aad  that  they  shall  be  called  militia.  He 
had  as  much  a  dispositioo  to  put  the  country  in  a 
state  of  defence  as  any  man ;  but  he  believed  a 
ffood  militia  would  be  its  best  defence.  It  had 
been  conceded,  that,  in  ease  of  a  sudden  attack, 
the  militia  mu»t  be  resorted  to  in  the  first  instance. 
Why  will  gentlemen  say,  that  because  a  member 
wishes  these  men  to  be  considered  as  militia,  he 
it  a£«inst  {Ntmding  a  defence  for  his  country  7  If 
he  bought  it  would  be  best,  he  certainly  ou^ht  to 
advise  it,  without  meeting  with  any  such  impu- 
tations, and  be  did  think  so,  and  therefore  advised 
k.  He  thought  arms  ought  to  be  so  distributed 
through  the  country,  that  in  case  of  danger  every 
man  might  leave  his  plough,  and  take  up  his 
musket  to  defend  his  country.  If  war  should 
take  place,  then^as  had  frequently  been  said,  there 
would  be  no  objection  to  standing  troops. 

How  could  these  men,  Mr.  W.  asked,  be  less 
disposed  to  defend  their  country  because  their  offi- 
eers  were  appointed  by  the  individual  States,  than 
if  they  had  been  appointed  by  the  President  of 
die  United  Sut4^  The  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania (Mr.  StfoREAVEs)  addressed  himself  to 
a  certain  part  of  the  committee.  He  should  never 
fdlow  his  example,  but  address  what  he  had  to 
•ay  to  every  member  present.    He  had  never  any 

Sirticnlar  characters  in  view.  Mr.  W.  said  he 
d  Bot  wish  to  take  up  much  time  of  the  com- 
mittee, nor  should  he  have  risen  at  all,  had  it  not 
been  for  an  insinuation  that  his  motion  owed  its 
rise  to  improper  motives,  than  which  nothing 
tanded  more  to  lower  the  dignity  of  the  proceed- 
iiMfs  of  the  Legislature  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  Davis  said,  it  was  much  to  be  lamented, 
that,  whilst  gentlemen  are  all  agreed  in  principle, 
tliey  should  differ  as  to  the  means  of  carrying  that 

Einciple  into  effect.  There  are  few  members, 
r.  D.  said,  who  do  not  agree  as  to  the  necessity 
•f  having  troops  in  addition  to  our  present  mili- 
tia. Indeed,  he  must  own  he  did  not  feel  all  that 
security  from  militia  alone  which  had  been  ex- 
pressed by  some  gentlemen.  He  knew  the  French 
had  landed  an  army  in  this  country  heretofore,  in 
defiance  of  the  British  navy,  and  therefore  might 
do  it  again  ;  the  ocean  was  still  open.  He  was, 
tiierefore,  impressed  with  the  necessity  of  raising 
men  of  some  kind  for  the  defence  of  the  couatry ; 
hot  the  mode  proposed  by  the  bill,  as  it  stands,  he 
objected  to.  He  was  afraid  of  the  consequences. 
It  would  create  jealousies  and  suspicions  of  a  se- 
rioos  nature.  Every  one  knows  that  the  people 
of  the  United  States  are  divided  in  their  opinions. 
Some  have  implicit  confidence  in  everything 
which  is  done  or  recommended  by  the  President 
of  the  United  States.  Others  have  not  this  confi- 
dence. The  ESastern  States,  for  instance,  place 
great  reliance  in  the  President — and  this  is  natn- 
taL  They  are  well  acquainted  wiA  his  person 
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and  character,  and  are  therefore  attached  tc^  him 
from  local  prejudices.  Gentlemen  from  the  South* 
em  States  are,  on  the  contrary,  (perhaps  too  much 
so,)  prejudiced  against  the  President.  What  will 
be  the  consequence  ?  If  this  bill  passes  as  it  now 
stands,  the  people  of  the  Eastern  Statei  will  prob- 
ably turn  out  and  offer  their  services  to  the  Pi«- 
sident;  perhaps  those  of  the  Southern  States 
will  not.  This  might  produce  bad  effects.  It  is 
probable  that  those  men  who  turn  out  wilt  be 
called  Executive  men,  whilst  those  who  do  not, 
will  be  termed  Disorganizers,  which  will  create  a 
disagreeable,  and,  perhaps,  a  dangerons  divisiea 
in  the  country ;  a  division,  the  effects  of  which,' he 
owned,  he  was  afraid.  The  best  way,  he  bdieved, 
would  be  to  call  upon  every  State  to  furnish  its 
quota  of  men,  to  go  into  t^e  field  for  a  year  or 
two,  and  not  leave  the  matter  optional,  as  by  this 
bill.  His  fears,  on  this  head,  did  not  arise  from 
any  apprehension  that  the  President  would  abuae 
the  power  placed  in  him  of  appointing  officers^ 
and  accepting  of  the  service  of^  men  ;  they  arose 
from  an  apprehension  of  undue  agitations  in  the 
public  mind,  and  from  the  jealousies  and  strifes 
which  woula  grow  out  of  them. 

Great  inconvenience^  if  not  danger,  would  arise, 
not  only  from  the  difference  of  opinion  existing 
in  the  Southern  and  Eastern  States,  but  also  hi 
the  States  themselves.  In  the  State  of  New  York, 
for  instance,  some  of  the  Representatives  are  ad- 
vocates of  every  Executive  measure,  and  others 
are  generally  opposed  to  them.  Part  of  the  people 
of  that  State  might,  therefore,  be  expected  to 
come  forward  and  offer  their  services  to  the  Pre- 
sident, whilst  others  will  decline  doing  it.  which 
will  produce  a  division  in  that  State.  T^e  same 
thinff  would  take  place  in  some  others.  When  he 
recollected  all  these  difficulties  and  disa^eeaUe 
consequences,  he  must  be  opposed  to  the  bill ;  not 
from  any  fear  of  public  liberty  being  endangered 
by  the  existence  of  such  a  body  of  men,  but  mere- 
Ijr  on  account  of  the  circumstances  he  had  men** 
tioned.  If  any  gentleman  would  bring  forward  a 
proposition  for  obliging  every  State  to  provide  a 
certain  number  of  men,  he  would  rote  for  it. 
When  he  voted  against  this  bill,  he  hoped  it  wooM 
not  be  considered  that  he  did  so  from  a  wish  to 
▼ield  passive  obedience  to  any  nation  in  the  world, 
but  solely  for  the  reasons  which  he  had  men- 
tioned. 

Mr.  Datton  (the  Speaker)  was  opposed  to  the 
motion  upon  every  principle,  but,  especially,  be- 
cause it  was  founded  avowedly  in  a  distrust  of  the 
First  Magistrate,  in  whom  the  people  most  deser- 
Tedly  reposed  the  highest  confidence.  If  the 
amendment  prevailed,  it  would  neutralize  and 
render  nugatory  one  of  the  most  important  pro- 
visions of  the  bill.  The  member  from  Kentucky 
(Mr.  Davis)  had  deviated  from  his  usual  course 
of  fair  argument^  and  had  thought  fit  to  indulge 
himself  in  reflections  illy  calculated  to  cement  the 
Union,  or  to  inspire  a  confidence  in  the  General 
Government.  To  what  good  end  did  that  ffea- 
tleman  attempt  to  influence,  improperly,  the  deei*' 
sions  of  Congress  upon  important  questions,  by 
unfounded  intimations  that  the  ^j^achiMBt  t^ 
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and  coofidence  io  the  President,  was  merely  local, 
and  confined  almost  exclusively  to  that  portion  of 
ike  Union  which  was  his  birth-place  and  resi- 
dence, and  that  any  measures  tending  to  increase 
the  Executive  influence  would  be  viewed  in  other 
parts,  and  particularly  in  the  Southern  States, 
with  jealousy  and  disapprobation  ?  Lanffua^e  so 
on  warrantable  tended  only  to  irritate  and  divide, 
and  ought  not  to  escape  the  severest  animad- 
yersion. 

Mr.  Davis  asked,  and  was  pjermitted  to  explain. 
He  said,  he  did  not  say  that  this  was  the  case ;  but 
that  the  President  having  been  born  and  educated 
in  the  Elastern  States,  it  was  natural  the  people 
there  should  be  attached  to  him  in  a  greater  de- 
gree than  in  other  parts  of  the  Union. 

When  Mr.  D.  sat  down. 

Mr.  Dayton  said,  that  ne  had  been  in  the  habit 
of  respecting  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  for 
his  candor  and  general  correctness  of  opinion,  yet 
he  felt  himself  compelled  to  declare^  that  he  was 
not  better  satisfied  with  the  explanation  than  with 
the  first  speech.   The  jealousy  and  distrust  which 

frentlemen  from  Southern  States,  and  particularly 
rom  Virginia,  expressed  so  unqualinedly  in  re- 
spect to  Executive  measures,  was  not  new  in  Con- 
gress, but  was  of  much  earlier  date  than  the  elec- 
tion of  the  present  President,  and  could  not,  there- 
fore, have  its  source  in  any  belief  of  want  of  mer- 
it, talents,  or  probity  in  him.  » 

The  same  distrust  had  marked  the  conduct  and 
speeches  of  the-  members  from  that  State  for  at 
least  four  years  past ;  and  the  former  President 
had  been  as  much  the  object  of  jealousy  as  the 
present ;  nay,  even  more  so ;  although  his  place 
of  birth  and  residence  was  in  their  neifi^hborhood. 
In  proof  of  this,  he  recollected  well  that  a  very 
influential  member  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Giles,) 
nd'w  absent  from  the  House  on  account  of  sick- 
ness, had,  on  a  former  occasion,  most  unequivo- 
cally declared,  that  he  no  longer  reposed  confi- 
dence in  the  man  who  was  then  President  and  head 
of  the  Executive  Department. 

As  the  Representatives  who  now  distrusted  the 
Governinent  and  opposed  its  acts,  distrusted  and 
opposed  it  then,  when  he  who  presided  was  a  citi- 
SifiJX  selected  from  their  own  neighborhood,  so  it 
was  remarkable  that  the  present  supporters  of  the 
Qovernment  were  among  the  most  zealous  to  sup- 
port it  at  that  time,  without  regard  to  the  distance 
of  birth-place  and  residence  ofthe  character  who 
administered  it.  This^  Mr.  D.  said,  must  convince 
every  unprejudiced  mind,  that  confidence  and  dis- 
triist  were  not  influenced  by  local  considerations, 
as  had  been  suggested,  but  must  be  ascribed  to 
other  causes,  that  of  the  merits  of  the  objects  in 
the  one  case,  and  of  a  fixed  and  determined  tem- 
per of  opposition  in  the  other.  The  object  of  the 
bill  was  to  provide  a  prompt  and  efficient  defeoce 
for  the  couDtry,  threatened,  as  it  was,  with  hostili- 
ty ;  and  that  of  the  section  under  consideration, 
was,  in  furtherance  of  that  object,  to  authorize  the 
acceptance  of  such  volunteers  as  would  first  step 
forth  in  case  of  danger.  Theyr  would  not  be  de- 
terred from  offering  their  services  by  any  appre- 
hension of  their  being  called  "  Executive  men," 


as  the  member  had  expressed  it.  They  would  feel 
themselves  superior  to  such  insinuations,  and  would 
merit,  by  their  conduct,  the  honorable  appeUation 
of  Defenders  of  their  Country. 

Mr.  D.  concluded,  with  exhorting  the  friends  of 
this  system  of  defence  to  oppose  this  amendment 
as  destructive  of  its  energy,  and  as  coming  haok, 
and  advpcated  by  its  avowed  enemies,  whose  wiah. 
must  be  to  make  it  worse  rather  than  better,  and 
thereby  to  increase  the  number  of  its  opponents. 

Mr.  Harper  was  not  prepared  to  say,  even  if 
he  considered  the  reasoning  of  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky  founded,  that  Government  ought  to  re- 
ject an  Eastern  or  a  Northern  force,  because  thejr 
could  get  no  force  from  any  other  quarter.  1m 
was  of  opinion,  that  if  so  many  men  could  not 
be  got  from  the  South  as  from  the  North  and  Eaat, 
it  was  an  additional  reason  for  adopting  the  pre- 
sent bill ;  because,  in  proportion  as  some  parts  of 
the  Union  would  be  inclined  to  submit,  we  ougkt 
to  husband  the  force  from  other  quarters.  But  be 
was  far  from  agreeing  with  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky  on  the  present  occasion,  however  great 
respect  he  always  felt  inclined  to  pay  to  his  opin- 
ions. He  seemed  to  think  that  voluntary  enlist- 
ments would  not  take  place  to  the  Southward : 
that,  in  those  States,  there  may  exist  a  want  of 
conndence  in  the  President;  a  want  of  attach- 
ment to  the  Government;  a  want  of  that  ardor 
which  may  be  expected  in  othqi^parts  of  the  coun- 
try. Mr.  H.  said,  he  believed  -t^at  the  people  in 
those  parts  ofthe  union  to  which  he  alluded,  are  as 
strongly  attached  to  the  Government,  and  to  the 
Executive,  and  have  as  good  an  opinion  of  the 
measures  of  Government,  as  the  people  in  any 
other  quarter  of  the  Union.  Nor  did  he  believe 
they  would  be  behind  any  others  in  giving  a 
thorouffh  support  to  ihis  Government,  which  is 
the  object  ot  their  choice.  In  proof  of  this,  he 
might  cite  the  various  memorials  which  hare 
come  from  those  parts,  not  only  on  this,  but  form- 
er occasions,  in  which  the  strongest  attachment 
to  the  Government  is  expressed ;  or  he  might  ap- 
peal to  the  langua^  of  the  Representatives  them- 
selves who  come  uom  thence,  who  constantly  say, 
that,  however  they  may  diner  in  opinion  from 
other  gentlemen  on  political  questions,  they  and 
their  constituents  will  always  be  ready  to  defend 
their  country  in  time  of  danger. 

Mr.  H.  knew  that  certain  politicians  in  this 
House,  under  the  influence  of  a  determined  party 
spirit,  had  set  their  faces,  in  the  most  decided  man- 
ner, in  opposition  to  all  the  acts  of  Government ; 
but  they  have  not  been  able  to  induce  a  corres- 
ponding sentiment  in  the  country  from  whenoe 
they  came.  He  knew  their  mistakes  were  seen 
and  pardoned,  on  account  of  their  talents  and  prob- 
ity in  other  respects ;  but  though  their  mistakes  are 
pardoned,  they  are  not  gone  into.  He  knew,  also, 
that  it  is  the  creed  of  those  gentlemen,  that  when 
a  measure  has  been  adopted  it  ouffht  to  be  carried 
into  effect ;  therefore,  though  a  difference  of  po- 
litical opinion  exists,  and  must  exist,  there  can  be 
no  doubt  that;  whenever  danger  approaches,  there 
will  be  but  one  voice.  The  conduct  of  the  Virgir 
nia  militia,  when  called  upon  to  march  against 
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the  excise  law  in  this  State  had  been  frequently 
mentioned,  and  with  propriety,  in  illustration  of 
thb  fact.  He  did  not  doubt  tne  same  spirit  of 
alacrity  to  preserve  order  in  the  country,  and  a 
due  obedience  to  the  laws,  would  be  shown,  when- 
ever an  occ^ion  shall  call  for  it,  and,  if  possible, 
more  so,  in  defending  the  countrv  against  a  for- 
eign enemy.  So  far  from  the  emoodyiog  of  these 
volunteers  proving  an  invidious  distinction  be- 
tween different  parts  of  the  country,  he  believed  it 
would  prove  the  reverse.  The  people  of  North 
Carolina,  South  Carolina,  and  Virginia,  so  far 
firom  holding  their  services  back,  because  they  see 
the  Northern  and  Eastern  States  come  forward, 
the  sight  would  arouse  them.  Thev  would  im- 
mediately say.  ^^our  brethren,  with  whom  we  shed 
our  blood  in  tne  common  cause  of  independence, 
are  taking  up  arms  for  again  defending  their  coun- 
try against  a  forei^  enemy,  let  us  join  them." 
This  would  be  their  feelint^,  and  they  would  not 
suffer  themselves  to  be  outdone  by  any  part  of  the 
Union.  Mr.  H.  .was  not  afraid  of  the  want  of 
spirit  in  the  Southern  country.  He  believed  their 
strength  was  less  than  ihat  of  some  other  States, 
but  their  will  was  equal  to  the  will  of  any.  They 
would  risk  their  all  in  the  defence  of  their  coun- 
try. He  never  had,  nor  never  should  have,  any 
doubt  on  this  subject. 

Mr.  H.  said,  he  would  here  notice  an  observation 
of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  made  yes- 
terday. He  asked  in  what  respects  these  yolun- 
t&ry  corps  would  be  preferable  to  ordinary  militia  ?• 
He  would  ask,  in  his  turn,  in  what  respects  men 
able,  active,  and  willing  to  serve  their  country, 
men  bound  by  one  sentiment,  are  preferable  to 
men  of  all  ages,  characters,  and  dispositions,  forced 
into  service?  And  whether  the  former,  whose 
convenience  permits  them  to  leave  home,  and 
who  do  not  leave  helpless'  families  behind  them, 
are  not  likely  to  be  a  more  effectual  force  than  the 
latter  ?  ^He  believed  there  would  be  no  doubt  on 
the  subject.  Every  one  knows  that  the  militia 
officers  are  an  extremely  respectable  class  of  men ; 
yet  it  was  also  known  many  of  them  could  not, 
without  great  sacrifices,  go  into  active  service, 
and  some  were  too  old  to  do  it.  Some  might  also 
be  indisposed  to  come  forward,  and  wherever  this 
should  be  the  case,  the  President  ought  to  have 
power  to  appoint  others.  Whenever  militia  offi- 
cers are  able  and  willing  to  serve,  there  is  no  doubt 
they  will  be  preferred  to  others. 

Another  striking  difference  existing  between 
this  corps  and  ordinary  militia,  was  this.  These 
Yolunteers  may  be  called  out,  and  trained  in  the 
use  of  arms  and  military  discipline,  before  they 
are  wanted  for  immediate  service,  whereas  the 
ordinary  militia  could  not  be  called  out,  except  in 
ease  of  actual  danger.  This  was  a  great  advan- 
tage in  favor  of  these  corps. 

But  it  was  said,  these  volunteers  might  enlist 
in  the  independent  companies  at  present  in  exist- 
ence. This  would  separate  persons  living  in  the 
same  neighborhood,  and  spread  them  throughout 
tke  country ;  and  instead  of  bein^  distinct  bodies, 
where  they  could  know  their  officers,  they  would 
fie  placed  under  men  whose  characters  they  would 


be  unacquainted  with,  and  their  military  Spirit, 
which  ought  to  be  kept  alive  and  encouraged, 
would,  by  this  means,  be  frittered  down  and  de- 
stroyed. Besides,  in  V)me  parts  of.  the  country, 
there  may  be  a  greater  number  of  volunteers  thsat 
could  be  admitted  into  existing  companies.  Take, 
for  instance,  the  county  of  Limcaster,  where  there 
are  five  or  six  volunteer  companies  now  organized, 
and  which  might  admit  to  complete  them,  3  or 
400  young  men ;  but  there  may  be  2,000  young 
men  in  that  county  ready  to  serve ;  and  if  so, 
what  could  be  done  with  the  surplus  ?  They  must 
of  course  be  sent  to  a  distance,  or  their  service  be 
lost. 

Under  this  view  of  the  subject^  and  considering 
this  as  a  repetition  of  the  motion  of  yesterday, 
he  should  give  it  his  dissent,  as  he  saw  no  differ- 
ence between  amendins^  the  section  in  this  man- 
ner and  striking  it  out  altogether. 

Mr.  W.  Clairbone  said,  whether  or  not  all  the 
measures  of  the  Executive  are  approved  throu^ 
out  the  United  States,  is  not  now  the  question. 
The  proposed  amendment  met  with  his  approba^ 
tion,  and  if  a  majority  of  this  committee  shall 
think  proper  to  adopt  it,  it  would  not  be  less  ac- 
ceptable to  him,  because  it  was  made  and  support- 
ed by  gentlemen  supposed  inimical  to  the  bill. 
His  motive  for  advocating  this  amendment,  did 
not  arise  from  any  jealousy  of  the  President's 
misusing  the  power,  but  from  an  apprehension  of 
its  effects  upon  the  militia.  He  believed  if  the 
clause  was  to  be  agreed  to  as  it  stands,  the  mili- 
tia are  gone. 

Early  in  the  present  session  a  comnftttee  was^ 
appointed  to  prepare  a  bill  for  placing  the  militia 
of  this  country  upon  a  better  footing  than  at  pres- 
ent. They  reported  a  bill  recommending  a  select 
corps  of  militia ;  but  the  further  consideration 
thereof  was  postponed  until  the  next  session.  The 
present  am^ment  embraced  the  same  idea,  and 
if  it  were  carried,  the  volunteer  youth  would 
form  a  kind  of  select  corps  to  the  militia.  Would 
this  amendment,  if  adopted,  lessen  the  number  of 
men  who  would  be  ready  to  rally  around  the 
standard  of  Government,  whenever  danger  shall 
threaten  1  No,  it  would  not,  it  was  merely  cal- 
culated to  put  them  on  the  ground  of  militia,  in- 
stead of  making  them  a  part  of  the  Army,  and  to 
prevent  a  dangerous  increase  of  that  establish- 
ment. For  it  was  not  a  call  unon  any  particular 
part  of  the  Union,  but  upon  all  the  youth  of  the 
United  States,  to  come  forward  and  enroll  them- 
selves as  volunteer  soldiers,  be  officered  by  the 
President,  and  subject  themselves  to  be  called  into 
service  at  his  pleasure ;  and  from  the  spirit  which 
now  exists  in  the  United  States,  and  the  military 
ardor  of  our  youth,  he  had  no  doubt  their  numbers 
would  be  very  large.  The  consequence  will  be 
that  our  militia  will  be  enfeebled  by  the  attach- 
ment of  our  younff  men  to  this  chosen  band,  and 
what  remained  will  be  generally  aged  and  infirm. 
If  it  was  the  intention  of  gentlemen  to  destroy 
the  militia  altogether,  it  would  be  well  for  them 
to  say  so ;  if  not,  he  tnought  they  ought  to  agree 
to  the  present  amendment. 
'    The  gentleman  from  Somth  Carolina  has  said^ 
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that 'except  tkis  section  is  agreed  to  as  it  stands,  I 
the  eouotry  would  be  deprived  of  the  services  of 
these  patriotic  young  men.  He  was  of  a  differ- 
ent opioion..  He  believed,  if  these  young  men 
wished  to  serve  their  country  in  time  of  danger, 
they  would  immediately  form  themselves  mto 
eompanies,  and  learn  the  use  of  arras,  so  that  they 
may  act  to  greater  advantage  as  a  part  of  the  mi- 
litia of  the  several  States.  Whilst  military  zeal 
is  at  its  present  height,  he  wished  advantage  to  be 
taken  of  it,  but  in  the  way  he  had  mentioned. 
This  fervor  would  have  a  good  effect  on  the  mi- 
litia, by  reviving  the  dormant  spirit  of  that  body 
of  men,  whom  ne  looked  upon  as  the  great  safe- 
giiard  of  the  country.  He  had  not  the*  honor 
with  the  gentleman  from  New  Jersey  (the  Speak- 
er) of  ranking  amonffst  the  known  defenders  of 
the  United  States :  but  he  wished  to  be  a  sup- 
porter of  the  present  motion,  and  when  danger 
shall  appear  he  hoped  he  should  be  found  an  hum- 
Ue  defender  of  his  country. 

Mr.  J.  Williams  would  not  have  said  anything 
on  this  subject,  had  it  not  been  for  what  had  fallen 
from  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky.  From  the 
age  of  that  gentleman,  and  of  the  gentleman  last 
up  from  Tennessee,  it  was  evident  they  did  not 
take  an  active  part  in  this  country  in  the  year 
1775 ;  but  it  will  be  recollected  that  there  were 
volunteers  at  that  time  called  mtnufe-men,  who 
were  of  great  service.  When  the  Briiish  marched 
from  Boston  to  Lexington,  the  militia  joined  the 
minute-men,  after  they  had  been  defeated  by  the 
British.  He  never  before  heard  that  to  take  vol- 
unteers fA)m  the  body  of  militia,  would  ruin  the 
militia. 

In  the  year  1775,  the  militia  came  forward  in 
volunteer  corps,  and  instituted  a  military  school. 
He  hoped  this  would  be  done  now,  as  it  would  be 
advisable  for  our  youth  to  make  themselves  ac- 
quainted with  military  duty,  whether  we  are  en- 
gaged in  war  or  not. 

Every  possible  objection.  Mr.  W.  said,  was 
mrged  asainst  this  bill.    It  was  much  to  be  re- 

f  retted  that  time  should  be  so  uselessly  employed, 
y  so  many  obstacles  beinff  thrown  in  the  way  of 
this  bilL  If  he  supposed  with  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky,  that  it  would  produce  disorder 
in  any  of  the  States,  he  should  be  one  of  the  last 
ta  vote  for  it  But,  if  the  addresses  lately  received 
from  the  Southward  w^e  referred  to,  it  would  be 
fiuind  the  people  in  that  country  are  as  ready  to 
support  the  Government  as  the  people  to  the  Bast- 
ward  are.  Indeed  the  youth  or  Baltimore,  it  ap- 
Mrs,  are  as  ready  as  those  of  this  city,  or  New 
York,  to  come  forward  in  defence  of  their  coun- 
try, and  he  expected  shortly  to  hear  that  the  youth 
of  Charleston  had  done  the  same.  He  hoped,  in- 
stead of  damping  this  spirit,  bv  agreeing  to  the 
present  motion,  everything  would  be  done  to  sup- 
port and  cherish  it. 

Mr.  R.  Williams  rose  to  reply  to  the  charge 
made  by  the  Speaker  of  his  having  voted  for 
striking  out  the  whole  of  the  section,  and  of  be- 
ing, oooseqnentlv,  an  enemy  to  the  principle  of 
the  bill  He  said  he  had  voted  for  it,  with  a  hope 
of  introdueing  the  present  amendment. 


The  question  on  the  amendment  was  put  and 
negatived — 50  to  38. 

Mr.  Shepard  moved  to  strike  out  the  provis- 
ion that  went  to  confine  the  use  of  these  volun- 
teers in  the  State  to  which  they  belong,  or  in  an 
adjoining  State,  which  was  carried,  there  being 
60  votes  for  it. 

Mr.  Gallatin  then  moved  to  strike  out  the  fol- 
lawing  words  in  the  third  section,  "  within  three 
years  after  the  passage  of  this  act,"  and  to  insert 
in  lieu  thereof  the  words,  "  before  the  next  ses- 
sion of  Congress,"  which  was  ne^tived — 48  to  41. 

The  committee  then  rose,  ana  the  House  took 
up  the  second  amendment,  which  had  been  agreed 
to  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  first  amendment,  proposed  by  the  select 
committee,  to  strike  out  in  the  third  and  fourth 
lines  of  the  first  section  of  the  said  bill,  the  words 
'*  whenever  he  shall  judge  the  public  safetv  shall 
require  the  measure,"  and  to  insert,  in  lieu  tnereof, 
the  words,  "in  the  event  of  a  declaration  of  war 
against  the  United  Stales,  or-of -actual  invasion  of 
their  territory  by  a  foreign  Power,  or  of  imminent 
danger  of  such  invasion,  discovered,  in  his  opinion, 
to  exist,"  being  under  consideration. 

The  amendment  reported  thereon,  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House,  to  ada  to  the  end 
thereof  the  words  following,  to  wit:  "before  the 
next  session  of  Congress,"  was  agreed  to  by  the 
House — yeas  53,  nays  35,  as  follows : 

Tkas — Abraham  Baldwin,  David  Bard,  Lemual 
Benton,  Thomas  Blount,  Richard  Brent,  Nathan  Bnr- 
an,  Demsey  Burges,  Thomas  Claiborne,  William  0.  C. 
Claiborne,  John  Clopton,  William  Craik,  Thomas 
T.  Davis,  John  Dawson,  John  Dennis,  George  Dent, 
Lucas  Elmendorph,  Thomas  Ev&ns,  William  Findley, 
Albert  Gallatin,  Andrew  Gregg,  William  Barry  Grov6» 
John  A.  Hanna,  Robert  Goodloe  Harper,  Carter  B. 
Harrison,  Jonathan  N.  Havens,  Joseph  Heister,  Uvhd 
Holmes,  Walter  Jones,  Matthew  Locke,  Mattfiew 
Lyon,  James  Machir,  Nathaniel  Maeon,  Will^n  Mat* 
thews,  Blair  McClenachan,  Joseph  McDoiml,  John 
Milledge,  Anthony  New,  Jonah  Parker,  John  Reed, 
Tompson  J.  Skinner,  Nathaniel  Smith,  William  Smith, 
Richard  Sprigg,  iun.,  Richard  Stanford,  Thomas  8nm^ 
ter,  Thomas  TilUnghast,  Abram  Trigg,  John  Trigg, 
Philip  Van  Cortlandt,  Joseph  B.  Yamum,  Abraham 
Venable,  John  Williams,  and  Robert  Williams^ 

Nats-— John  Allen,  George  Baer,  jr.,  Bailey  Bart- 
lett,  James  A.  Bayard,  David  Brooks,  Stephen  Bullock, 
Christopher  G.  Champlin,  Joshua  Coit,  Samuel  W. 
Dana,  William  Edmond,  Abiel  Foster,  Dwight  Foiter, 
Jonathan  Freeman,  Henry  Glen,  Channcey  Goodrich, 
Roger  Griswold,  Thomas  Hartley,  William  Hindman, 
Hezekiidi  L.  Hosmer,  James  H.  Imlay,  John  Wikee 
Kittera,  Samuel  Lyman,  Daniel  Morgan,  Lewis  R. 
Morris,  Harrison  G.  Otis,  John  Ratlcdge,  jr.,  JanMi 
Schureman,  Samuel  Bewail,  William  Shepard,  Thomaa 
Sinnickson,  Samuel  Sitgreaves;  Geo.  Thatcher,  Maik 
Thomson,  John  E.  Van  Alen,  and  Peleg  Wadswordi* 

And,  on  the  question  that  the  House  do  agree 
to  the  said  amendment,  as  amended  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House,  it  was  resolved  in  the 
affirmative — yeas  64,  nays  26,  as  follows : 

Yeas — John  Allen,  Abraham  Baldwin,  David  Bard^ 
Bailey  Bartlett,  Lemuel  Benton,  Thomas  BlonnC^ 
Richard  Brent,  Nathan  Biyan,  Stephen  Bnlloek,  Dem^ 
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wn  Barges,  Chriftopher  G.  Ch»Mplin,John  Chapman, 
Tnomat  Claiborne,  William  Charlea  Cole  Claiborne, 
John  Clopton,William  Craik,  Samuel  W.  Dana^  Thom- 
as T.  Davis,  John  Dawson,  John  Dennis,  William  Ed- 
mond,  Lucas  Elmendorph,  Thomas  Evans,  William 
Findley,  Abiel  Foster,  Albert  Gallatin,  James  Gillespie, 
Andrew  Gregg,  William  Barry  Grove,  John  A.  Hanna, 
Robert  Goodloe  Harper,  Carter  B.  Harrison,  Thomas 
Hartley,  Jonathan  N.  Havens,  Joseph  Heister,  David 
Holmes,  Walter  Jones,  Matthew  Locke,  Matthew 
Lyon,  WilKam  Matthews,  Blair  McClenachan,  Joseph 
McDowell,  John  Milledge,  Anthony  New,  Josiah  Par- 
ker, John  Reed,  John  Rutledge,  jr.,  James  Schureman, 
Bamnel  Sewall,  Tompson  J.  Skinner,  William  Smith, 
Bid^ird  Sprigg,  jr.,  Richard  Stanford,  Thomas  Sumter, 
Mark  Thomson,  Thomas  TiUtnghast,  Abram  Trigg, 
John  Tngg,  Philip  Van  Cortlandt,  Joseph  B.  Vamum, 
Abraham  Venable,  Peleg  Wadsworth,  John  Williams, 
and  Robert  WiUiams. 

Nats — ^George  Baer,  jr.,  James  A.  Bayard,  David 
Brooks,  Joshua  Coit;  George  Dent,  Dwight  Foster,  Jon- 
athan Freeman,  Henry  Glen,  Chauncey  Goodrich, 
Roger  Griswold,  Will|fun  Hindman,  Hesekiah  L.  Hos- 
mer,  James  H.  Imlay,  John  Wilkes  Kittera,  Samuel 
Lyman,  James  Machir,  Nathaniel  Macon.  Daniel  Mor^ 
gan,  Lewis  R.  Morris,  Harrison  G.  Otis,  William  Shep- 
ard,  Thomas  Sinnickson,  Samuel  Si^eaves,  Nathaniel 
Smith,  George  Thatcher,  and  John  £.  Van  Alen, 

The  second  amendment  proposed  *by  the  select 
committee,  and  agreed  to  by  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  Uoase,  to  strike  out,  in  the  fifth  line 
of  the  said  first  section,  the  word  ^  twenty,"  and, 
in  lieu  thereof,  to  insert  the  word  "  ten,"  being 
twice  read,  was,  on  the  question  pat  thereupon, 
agreed  to  by  the  House — yeas  56,  nays  35,  as 
follows : 

TxAS — Abraham  Baldwin,  David  Bard,  Lemuel  Ben- 
ton, Thomas  Blount,  Richard  Brent,  Nathan  Bryan, 
Stephen  Bullock,  Demsey  Burges,  Christopher  G. 
Champlin,  John  Chapman,  Thomas  Claiborne,  Wil- 
liam Charies  Cole  Claiborne,  John  Clopton,  Thomas 
T.  Davis,  John  Dawson,  John  Dennis,  George  Dent, 
liUcaa  Ebnendorph,  William  Findley,  John  Fowler, 
Albert  Gallatin,  James  Gillespie,  Andrew  Gregg,  Wm. 
Barrj  Grove,  John  A.  Hanna,  Carter  B.  Harrison,  Jona* 
than  N.  Havens,  Joseph  Heister,  David  Hohnes,  Walter 
Jones,  Matthew  Locke,  Samuel  Lyman,  Matthew  Lyon, 
Nathaniel  Macon,  Wm.  Matthews,  Blair  McClenachan, 
Joseph  McDowell,  John  Milledge,  Anthony  New,  Jo- 
siah Parker,  John  Reed,  John  Rutledge,  jr.,  William 
Bhepard,  Tompson  J.  Skinner,  William  Smith,  Richard 
Sprigg,  jr.,  Richard  Stanford,  Thomas  Sumter,  Thomas 
Tillinghast,  Abram  Trigg,  John  Trigg,  Philip  Van 
Cortlandt,  Joseph  B.  Yamum,  Abraham  Venable,  John 
Williams,  and  Robert  Williams. 

Nats — John  Allen,  George  Baer,  jr.,  Bailey  Bartlett, 
James  A.  Bayard,  David  Brooks,  Joshua  Coit,  William 
Oraik,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  William  Edmond,  Thomas 
JBvans,  Abiel  Foster,  Dwight  Foster,  Jonathan  Freeman, 
Henry  Glen,  Channoey  Goodrich,  Roger  Griswold,  Rob- 
ert Goodloe  Harper,  Thomas  Hartley,  William  Hind- 
nan,  Hezekiah  L.  Hosmer,  James  H.  ImUiy,  John 
Wilkes  Kittera,  James  Machir,  Daniel  Morgan,  I^wis 
E-  Morris,  Harrison  G.  Otis,  James  Schureman,  Sam- 
uel Sewall,  Thomas  Sinnickson,  Samuel  Sitgreaves, 
Nathaniel  Smith,  George  Thatcher,  Mark  Thomson, 
John  E.  Van  Alen,  and  Peleg  Wadsworth. 

The  other  amen^meaU  ptopowd  by  the  select 


committee,  as  amended  by  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House,  were,  on  the  question  seFerally 
put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

A  motion  was  then  made  and  seconded,  further 
to  amend  the  said  bill,  by  striking  out,  in  the 
fourth  and  fifth  lines  of  the  third  section,  the 
words  ^'company  or  companies  of  volunteers," and 
inserting,  in  lieu  thereof,  the  words  "  militia  corps 
established  by  law  in  any  State;"  and,  on  the 
question  that  the  House  do  agree  to  the  said 
amendment,  it  passed  in  the  negative — yeas  39, 
nays  51,  as  follows : 

ifsAS — ^Abraham  Baldwin,  David  Bard,  Lemoel  Ben* 
ton,  Thomas  Blount,  Richard  Brent,  Nathan  Bryan, 
Demsey  Burges,  Thomas  Claiborne,  William  Chailss 
Cole  Claiborne,  John  Clopton,  John  Dawson,  Lncss 
Ebnendorph,  William  Findley,  John  Fowler,  Albert 
Gelatin,  James  Gillespie,  Andrew  Gregg,  Carter  B. 
Harrison,  Jonathan  N.  Havens,  Joseph  Heister,  David 
Holmes,  Walter  Jones,  Matthew  Lyon,  Nathaniel  Ma- 
con, Blair  McClenachan,  Joseph  McDowell,  Anthonj 
New,  Tompson  J.  Skinner,  William  Smith,  Richard 
Sprigg,  jr.,  Richard  Stanford,  Thomas  Sumter,  Thomas 
Tillinghast,  Abram  Trigg,  John  Trigg,  Philip  Van  Cort- 
landt, Joseph  B.  Vamum,  Abraham  Venable,  and  Rob- 
ert WilliamiB. 

Nats — John  Allen,  George  Baer,  jr.,  Bailey  Bartlett^ 
James  A.  Bayard,  David  Brooks,  Stephen  Bullock* 
Christopher  G.  Champlin,  John  Chapman,  JoriiuaCoit, 
William  Craik,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  Thomas  T.  Davis, 
John  Dennis,  George  Dent,  William  Edmond,  Thomas 
Evans,  Abiel  Foster,  Dwight  Foster,  Jonathan  Freeman, 
Henry  Glen,  Chauncey  Goodrich,  Roger  Griswold,  Wil- 
liam Barry  Grove,  John  A.  Hanna,  Robert  Goodloa 
Harper,  Thomas  Hartley,  William  Hindman,  Hesekiah 
L.  Hosmer,  James  H.  Imlay,  John  Wilkes  Kittera,  S«n»- 
nel  Lyman,  James  Madiir,  William  Matthews,  Jcte 
Milledge,  Daniel  Morgan,  Lewis  R.  Morris,  Harrison 
G.  OtM,  Josiah  Parker,  John  Reed,  John  Rutledge,  jr., 
James  Schureman,  Samuel  SewaU,  William  Shepaid^ 
Thomas.  Sinnickson,  Samuel  Sitgreaves,  Nathaniel 
Smith,  George  Thatcher,  Mark  Thomson,  John  B. 
Van  Alen,  Peleg  Wadsworth,  and  John  Williams. 

Mr.  Gallatin  then  renewed  his  motion  to 
strike  outj  in  the  second  and  third  lines  of  the  said 
third  section,  the  words  *' within  three  years  after 
the  passing  of  this  act,"  and  inserting,  in  lieu 
thereof,  the  words,  "before  the  next  session  of 
Congress."  which  was  negatived — 60  to  40. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading  to-morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sitgreaves,  a  call  of  the 
House  was  ordered  to-morrow,  at  half  past  eleven 
o'clock,  in  order  to  insure  a  full  attendance  at  the 
passage  of  this  bill. 

Friday,  May  18. 
CALL  OF  THE  HOUSE. 

The  Speaker  informed  the  House  that  tht 
hour  was  arrived  at  which  a  call  of  the  House 
was  ordered  to  be  made,  and  that  the  Clerk 
would  accordingly  proceed  to  the  call. 

The  call  was  accordingly  made,  when  it  ap- 
peared that  93  members  were  preseDt,  which,  with 
13  members  absent  on  leave,  and  1  sick,  made  up 
tb#  whole  numbei  of  BMmbart. 
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Mr.  Harper  laid  before  the  House  the  follow- 
ing resolution,  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means : 

"  Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  pre- 
pare and  report  a  bill  for  providing  for  the  more  effectual 
collection  of  certain  internal  revenues  of  the  United 
Statea.'' 

Mr.  SiTGREAYES  Called  up  his  motion  for  amend- 
ing the  Standing  Rules  or  the  House,  by  provi- 
ding that  no  member  shall  speak  more  than  once 
on  any  question,  either  in  tne  House  or  in  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole ;  which  was  agreed  to 
without  debate — 62  members  being  for  it. 

The  House  went  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Lewis ; 
which  bein^  agreed  to  without  amendment,  the 
committee  rose,  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be 
read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Macon  called  for  the  order  of  the  day  on 
the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Revisal  and 
Unfinished  Business,  on  the  memorial  of  William 
Simmons,  Accountant  of  the  War  Department, 
which  recommends  additional  compensation  to 
the  memorialist  for  the  year  1798.  After  some 
observations,  the  report  was  agreed  to,  and  a  bill 
ordered  to  be  brought  in  accordingly. 

A  bill  from  the  Senate  making  an  alteration  in 
the  act  fixing  the  Military  Establishment  in  re- 
spect to  the  appointment  of  a  Brigade  Major  and 
Inspector,  which  the  Brigadier  General  is  author- 
izea  to  appoint  from  the  line  of  the  Army,  was 
twice  read  and  committed  for  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Sewall  called  up  the  resolution  which  he 
yesterday  laid  upon  the  table,  authorizing  the 
Committee  of  Commerce  and  Protection  to  re- 
port, by  bill  or  otherwise,  the  best  means  to  be 
taken  tor  securing  or  removing  from  the  United 
States,  aliens,  or  other  disaffected  and  seditious 

Sersons ;  which  was  agreed  to  without  debate  or 
ivision. 

PROVISIONAL  ARMY. 

The  bill  authorizing  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  raise  a  Proyisional  Army,  was  read  the 
third  time ;  when 

Mr.  McDowell  moved  to  postpone  the  question 
on  the  passage  of  this  bill  till  Tuesday  next. 
Information  had  been  received  from  Europe,  and 
was  entered  on  the  Coffee-House  books  of  this 
city,  that  our  Commissioners  had  been  received 
by  tne  Executive  Directory ;  and  that  the  persons 
who  had  held  authorized  conversations  witn  them 
on  the  subject  of  bribes,  ^.,  were  imprisoned. 
He  could  not  say  that  this  information  was  true ; 
bat,  if  it  were,  our  differences  with  the  French 
Republic  may  probably  be  amicably  accommoda- 
ted, and  there  may  be  no  necessity  to  pass  this  bill 
at  all.  He  hoped,  therefore,  the  postponement 
would  take  place. 

Mr.  Sbwall  should  be  sorry  if  a  motion  of  this 
kind  were  to  receive  any  attention  from  the 
House.  If  negotiations  were  opened  with  the 
French  Republic,  they  might  not  very  soon  be 
eoocloded.  What  appearance  would  it  have  to 
the  nations  of  Europe,  if,  after  all  the  insults  and 
injuries  we  have  received  from  the  French  Re- 


public, the  moment  Congress  heard  in  an  indirect, 
uncertain  way,  that  they  had  deigned  to  receive 
our  Ministers,  they  stopped  their  proceedings  in 
all  measures  of  defence.  A  more  unfavorable 
appearance,  in  his  opinion,  could  not  take  place. 
It  ought  to  be  recollected  that  the  army  proposed 
to  be  raised  was  a  provisional  army,  and  would 
not  be  raised,  if  the  contingencies  tnerein  named 
did  not  take  place. 

The  question  for  a  postponement  was  put  and 
ne^tived ;  there  being  only  29  votes  for  it. 

The  question  on  the  passing  of  the  bill  was  then 
taken,  and  stood — yeas  51,  nays  40,  as  follows : 

Ys AS" John  Allen,  CJeorge  Baer,  jr.,  Bailey  Bart- 
lett,  James  A.  Bayard,  David  Brooks,  Stephen  BullodE* 
Christopher  6.  Champlin,  John  Chapman,  JodiQa  Coit, 
William  Craik,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  John  Dennis,  George 
Dent,  William  Edmond,  Thomas  Evans,  Abiel  Foater, 
Dwi^t  Foster,  Jonathan  Freeman,  Heniy  Glen,  Chaon- 
cey  Goodrich,  Rc^er  Griswold,  William  Bany  Grove, 
John  A.  Hanna,  Kobert  Goodloe  Harpo',  Thomas 
Hartley,  William  Hindman,  Hezekiah  L.  Hosmer, 
James  H.  Imlay,  John  Wilkes  Kittera,  Samud  Lyman, 
James  Machir,  William  Matthews,  Jolm  Milledge,  Dan- 
iel Morgan,  Lewis  R.  Morris,  Harrison  G.  Otis,  Joaah 
Parker,  John  Reed,  John  RuUedge,  jr.,  Jamea  Schure- 
man,  Samuel, Sewall,  William  Shepard,  Thomas  Sin- 
nicksoD,  Samuel  Sitgreaves,  Nathaniel  Smith,  George 
Thatcher,  Mark  Thomson,  Thomas  THllinghast,  John 
E.  Van  Alen,  Peleg  Wadaworth,  and  John  Williams. 

Nats — Abraham  Baldwin,  David  Bard,  Lemuel  Ben- 
ton, Thomas  Blount,  Richard  Brent,  Nathan  Bryan, 
Demaey  Burges,  Thomas  Claiborne,  William  Charka 
Cole  Claiborne,  John  Clopton,  Thomas  T.  Davis,  John 
Dawaon,  Lucas  Elmendorph,  William  Findley,  John 
Fowler,  Albert  Gallatin,  James  Gillespie,  Andrew  Gregg, 
Carter  B.  Harrison,  Jonathan  N.  Havens,  Joseph  Heia- 
ter,  David  Holmes,  Walter  Jones,  Matthew  Locke,  Mat> 
thew  I«yon,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Blair  McClenachaii,  Jo^- 
seph  McDowell,  Anthony  New,  Tompson  J.  Skinner, 
William  Smith,  Richard  Sprigg,  jr.,  Richard  Stanford, 
Thomas  Sumter,  Abram  Trigg,  John  Trigg,  Philip  Van 
Cortlandt,  Joseph  B.  Vamum,  Abraham  Yenable,  and 
Robert  Williams. 

THE  MILITIA  LAW. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  J.  Williams,  the  House  re- 
solved itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  bill  making  some  alterations  in  the  Militia 
law.  The  bill  contained  nine  sections.  The  first 
went  to  repeal  the  second  section  of  the  old  acl, 
which  contains  the  exemptions  from  militia  duty; 
the  second  section  enumerates  the  exemptions  pro- 
posed to  be  allowed  in  future,  which  it  proposes 
should  be  miiform,  and  that  the  States  should  no 
longer  have  the  power  of  granting  exemptions ; 
the  third,  fourth,  fifth,  sixth,  seventh,  and  eighth 
sections  relate  to  musters,  laying  fines  for  n^ect 
of  duty,  and  the  manner  in  which  they  shall  be 
conducted ;  the  ninth  section  provides  for  the 
purchase  of thousand  stand  of  arms,  to  be  dis- 
tributed in  due  proportion,  by  order  of.  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  among  the  several 
States,  and  stored  at  suitable  places  within  each 
division  of  the  militia  of  the  State,  for  the  purpose 
of  being  sold  out  to  the  militia,  at  reasonable- 
prices,  and  under  such  regulations  as  the  Presi- 
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dent  shall  prescribe.  All  the  sections  were  struck 
out,  except  the  last,  which  was  agreed  to.  The 
committee  rose,  and  the  bill  was  recommitted  to 
the  select  committee. 

The  House  then  went  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Nourse. 
which  was  was  agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  be  react 
a  third  time  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Sewall  reported  a  bill  respecting  alien 
enemies,  which  was  committed  for  Monday. 

Saturdat,  May  19. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Lewis,  and 
that  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Nourse,  were  read  the 
third  time  and  passed. 

Mr.  Macon  reported  a  bill  making  additional 
compensation,  for  the  year  1798,  to  William  Sim- 
mons, Accountant  of  tne  War  Department,  which 
was  twice  read,  and  committed  for  Monday. 

Mr.  T.  Claiborne  moved  a  resolution  to  pro- 
vide, that  in  the  bill  respecting  the  purchase  of 
arms  for  supplying  the  militia,  a  clause  should  be 
inserted  for  furnishing  arms  to  such  persons  as  are 
too  poor  to  pay  for  them,  free  of  expense.  The 
motion  was  negatived — 15  votes  only  being  for  it 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sewall,  the  House  went  into 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  amend 
the  act  to  amend  and  repeal,  in  part,  the  act  to  as- 
certain and  fix  the  Military  Establishment  of  the 
United  States ;  which,  being  agreed  to,  the  com- 
mittee rose,  and  the  bill  was  immediately  read  the 
third  time  and  passed. 

Mr.  Gallatin,  from  the  con^mittee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  H.  \V.  Dobbin^  and 
John  Ellison,  who  pray  for  a  grant  of  land  m  the 
Northwestern  Territory  on  terms  different  from 
those  provided  by  law,  made  a  report.  The  com- 
mittee being  directed  to  inquire  generally  into  the 
subject,  and  having  determined  upon  the  propriety 
of  making  some  general  reflations,  recommend 
that  the  prayer  of  the  petition  ougnt  not  to  be 
granted.    Concurred  in. 

The  same  gentleman  also  made  a  report  on  the 
petition  of  Ely  Williams,  who  prays  for  compen- 
sation on  account  of  buildings  erected  in  the  North- 
western Territory;  ty  himself  and  partner,  when 
agents  for  supplying  the  Western  Army,  for  the 
purpose  of  salting  provisions,  or  a  grant  of  land  ^ 
an  equivalent.  The  committee  recommend  a  grant 
of  land  to  be  made  to  the  petitioner  in  Cincinnati, 
upon  which  said  buildings  were  erected.  The 
report  was  concurred  in,  and  a  bill  ordered  to  be 
brought  in. 

FINAL  SETTLEMENT  CERTIFICATES. 

Mr.  D.  Foster  called  for  the  order  of  the  day 
on  the  bill  respecting  Loan  Office  certificates,  final 
settlement  certificates,  and  indents  of  interest ;  and 
the  House  accordingly  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  said  bill,  when,  after 
having  been  read,  and  after  some  few.Dbservations 
on  the  principle  adopted  for  payment,  the  bill  was 
agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  on 
Monday.  • 

This  bill  provides  that  so  much  of  the  act,  enti- 
toled  ^  An  act  making  further  provision  for  the 


support  of  public  credit,  and  for  the  redemption 
of  the  public  debt,"  passed  the  3d  of  March,  1798, 
as  bars  from  settlement  or  allowance,  certificates 
commonly  called  Loan  Office  and  final  settlement 
certificates,  and  indents  of  interest,  be  and  the 
same  is  hereby  suspended  for  the  term  of  one  year,  ^ 
from  and  after  the  time  of  the  passing  of  this  act ; 
that,  on  the  liquidation  and  settlement  of  such  oC 
the  said  certificates  and  indents  of  interest  as  may 
be  presented  at  the  Treasury,  pursuant  to  this  act^ 
the  creditors  shall  be  allowed  to  receive  certificates 
of  funded  three  per  cent,  stock  of  the  United  States,, 
equal  to  the  indents,  and  the  arrearages  of  interest 
due  on  their  said  certificates,  prior  to  the  first  day. 
of  January,  1791 ;  that  the  principal  sums  of  the 
said  Loan  Office,  and  final  settlement  certificate^ 
with  the  interest  thereon,  since  the  first  day  of 
January,  1791,  shall  and  may  be  discharged,  after 
liquidation  at  the  Treasury,  by  the  payment  of 
interest  and  reimbursement  of  principal  equal  ta 
the  sums  which  would  have  been  payable  thereon 
if  the  said  certificates  had  been  subscribed  pursu-< 
ant  to  the  acts  making  provision  for  the  debts  of 
the  United  States  contracted  during  the  late  war, 
and  by  the  payment  of  other  sums  equal  to  the 
market  value  ot  the  remaining  funded  stock,  which 
would  have  been  created  by  subscriptions  as  afore- 
said ;  which  market  value  shall  be  determined  by 
the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury  5  for  which  pur^ 
pose  the  sum  of  $20,000  is  appropriated;  tnat, 
from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  it  shall  not 
be  lawful  for  the  officers  of  the  Treasury  to  issue, 
or  cause  to  be  issued,  any  certificates  of  re^isterea 
or  unfunded  debt ;  and  to  satisfy  such  claims  for 
services,  or  supplies  furnished,  prior  to  the  estab- 
lishment of  the  present  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  as  shall  be  allowed  according  to  law,  and 
the  course  of  settlement  at  the  Treasury,  $20^000 
are  appropriated  ;  that  the  Commissioners  or  the 
Sinking  Fund  are  required  to  reimburse,  or  cause 
to  be  reimbursed,  the  principal  sums  of  the  im- 
funded,  or  registered  debt  or  the  United  States, 
credited  on  the  books  of  the  Treasury  and  Commis* 
sioners  of  Loans,  and  to  cause  a  notification  to  be 
published  informing  the  creditors  generally  of  the 
said  reimbursement,  and  that  interest  on  the  said 
debts  will  cease  at  the  expiration  of  six  months 
after  the  date  of  the  said  notificaf  ion,  and  $90,000 
are  appropriated  for  the  purpose ;  and  that  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  the"  creditors  of  the  unfunded  or 
registered  debt  aforesaid,  to  receive  certificates  of 
funded  three  per  cent,  stock,  equal  to  the  arrear- 
ages of  interest  due  to  them,  respectively,  prior  to 
the  first  day  of  January,  1791 ;  and  on  the  requisi- 
tion of  each  or  any  of  the  said  creditors,  the  proper 
officers  of  the  Treasury  are  hereby  required  to 
issue,  or  cause  to  be  issued,  the  said  certificates  of 
funded  three  per  cent,  stock,  accordingly. 


Monday,  May  21. 

The  bill  respecting  Loan  Office  certificates  and 
final  settlement  certificates,  indents  of  interesti 
and  the  unfunded  or  registered  debt  credited  on  the 
books  of  the  Treasury,  was  read  the  third  tims^ 
and  passed. 
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Mr.  Vabnum,  from  the  Committee  on  Post 
Offices  and  Post  Roads,  to  whom  was  recommit- 
ted a  former  report,  reported  a  bill  in  addition  to 
the  act  for  establishing  post  offices  and  post  roads, 
which  was  committed  lor  Monday. 

PRESENTS  TO  MINISTERS. 

Mr.  Bayard  said,  he  had  a  resolution  to  offer  to 
the  House,  which  he  trusted  would  meet  with  no 
opposition  from  any  quarter.  It  was  intended 
solely  to  explain  the  grounds  upon  which  the 
House  proceeded  when  they  refused  to  consent 
that  Mr.  Pinckney  should  receive  the  presents 
usually  made  by  forei^  Courts  to  Ministers  upon 
taking  leave,  and  which  had  been  offered  to  him 
by  the  Courts  of  London  and  Madrid.  He  had 
l^rposely  avoided  in  the  resolution  any  expres- 
sion of  approbation  of  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Pmck- 
ney  during  his  missions,  because  he  perfectly 
knew  that  no  approbation  of  that  House  could  add 
to  the  high  sense  the  people  of  the  United  States 
already  entertained  or  the  intejjrity  and  talents  of 
that  gentleman ;  and  because  it  did  not  belong  to 
the  occasion  for  the  House  to  express  any  opinion 
as  to  the  conduct  of  the  gentleman  during  the 
time  he  was  employed  abroad.  That  the  design 
of  the  resolution  he  had  to  submit,  was  simply  to 
negative  an  implication  which  possiblv  miffht  be 
mad^  that,  as  the  Constitution  certainly  did  con- 
template cases  in  which  Ministers  might  be  al- 
lowed to  receive  presents,  the  House  were  in- 
duced, by  reasons  connected  with  the  conduct 
of  this  gentleman,  to  refuse  the  libertv  to  accept 
the  presents  j  whereas  he  was  perfectly  satisfied, 
from  the  declarations  of  gentlemen  who  opposed 
the  permission,  who  had  all  taken  occasion  to  tes- 
tify much  esteem  for  the  character  and  entire 
approbation  of  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Pinckney  while 
in  office,  that  their  opposition  arose  from  princi- 
ples of  general  pollcv,  which  led  them  to  think 
that,  in  no  case  should  presents  be  allowed  to  be 
received.  Nay,  they  had  said,  that  the  purity  of 
diis  gentleman's  character,  and  the  importance  of 
his  services,  furnished  a  happy  opportunity  of 
establishing  an  invariable  rule  precluding  the  ac- 
ceptance of  these  presents,  which  no  merit  here- 
after should  induce  the  House  to  depart  from. 
The  subject,  however,  was  of  so  delicate  and 
tender  a  nature,  that'  he  conceived  it  a  piece  of 
justice  on  the  part  of  the  House  to  state  explicitly 
the  grounds  upon  which  their  decision  was  made, 
in  order  to  preclude  the  possibility  of  any  mistake 
as  to  their  motives.  He  should  rely,  therefore, 
with  perfect  confidence,  that  the  following  resolu- 
tion would  be  unanimously  adopted : 

lUsolvedt  That  this  House,  in  refusing  to  allow 
Thomas  Pinckney,  late  Minister  at  the  Court  of  Lon- 
don, and  Envoy  Extraordinary  to  the  Court  of  Madrid, 
to  reoeive  the  presents  usually  made  by  the  said  Courts 
to  foreign  Ministers  on  taking  leave,  were  induced  to 
Mich  reftisal  solely  by  motives  of  general  policy,  and. 
not  by  any  view  personal  to  the  said  Thomas  Pmckney. 

Mr.  Ghiswold  moved  the  postponement  of  this 
resolution  till  to-morrow. 

The  question  on  postponement  was  put-  and 
negatived— 41  to  34. 


The  question  on  agreeing  to  the  resolution  theft 
recurred — 

Mr.  Sewall  had  some  doubts  as  to  the  propriety 
of  the  determination  of  the  general  question,  as 
he  believed,  by  that  determinatidh,  the  House  had 
parted  with  an  advantage  placed  in  them  by  the 
Constitution.  He  thought  the  best  way  of  set- 
tling this  business  would  be  to  reconsider  that 
question.  He  knew  one  gentleman  who  had  voted 
upon  it  through  mistake,  and  there  might  be  seve- 
ral others  in  tne  same  situation. 

The  question  on  agreeing  to  the  resolution  was 
put  and  carried  unanimouJy. 

NATUKALIZATION  LAW. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sewall,  the  House  went 
into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  biU  sup- 
plementary to,  and  to  amend  the  act  to  establish 
an  uniform  rule  of  naturalization,  and  to  repeal 
the  act  heretofore  passed  on  that  subject. 

Mr.  Sewall  moved  to  fill  the  blank  specifying 
the  length  of  time  necessary  for  an  alien  to  give 
notice  of  his  intention  to  become  a  citizen,  before 
he  can  be  admitted,  with  ^  five  years."    Carried. 

The  blank  declaring  the  length  of  time  neces- 
sary for  an  alien  to  reside  here  oefore  he  can  be 
admitted  a  citizen,  Mr.  S.  moved  to  fill  with 
"  fourteen  years." 

Mr.  McDowell  hoped  this  blank  would  not  be 
filled  with  so  long  a  time.  The  residence  now 
re<^uired  from  foreigners  before  they  can  become 
citizens  is  five  years.  He  would  not  object  to  an 
increase  of  the  length  of  this  term  to  seven  years; 
or,  if  the  committee  thought  nine  better,  he  would 
not  object  to  it.  He  did  not  wish  to  discourage 
an  emigration  to  this  country  of  respectable  for- 
eigners, by  barring  them  from  the  rights  of  citi- 
zenship. The  policv  of  this  country  had  always 
been  different,  and  ne  did  not  wish  entirely  to 
change  it.  When  persons  come  here  from  for- 
eign countries,  it  was  our  interest  to  attach  them 
to  us.  and  not  always  to  look  upon  them  as  aliens 
and  strangers. 

The  question  for  filling  the  blank  with  ^  four- 
teen," was  put  and  carried— 41  to  40. 

Mr.  Sewall  moved  a  clause  providing  that  no 
alien  who  comes  from  a  country  at  war  with  us, 
shall  be  admitted  to  citizenship  while  such  war 
continues.    Agreed  to. 

Mr.  Gallatin  wished  to  know  whether  the 
provisions  of  this  act  are  intended  to  extend  to 
persons  who  were  in  this  country  previous  to  the 
passing  of  the  law  of  January,  1795,  which  re- 
quires a  residence  of  Qve  years  before  an  alien 
can  become  a  citizen,  but  who  have  nedected  to 
become  citizens,  as  well  as  to  all  those  aliens  who 
have  come  to  this  country  since  January,  1795; 
although  they  may  have  made  the  declaration  by 
that  law  requirea  three  years  before  they  can 
become  so,  of  their  intention  of  becoming  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States.  The  law  of  January, 
1795,  had  made  an  exception  in  favor  of  all  aliens 
then  in  the  country. 

4s  the  bill  stands  at  present,  Mr.  Q.  said,  it 
would  have  a  retrospective  effect  on  three  descrip- 
tions of  persons^  viz :  all  those  aliens  who  wen 
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in  this  couDtry  prior  to  the  adoption  of  the  pre- 
sent Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  who 
were  not  naturalized  under  the  State  laws  before 
the  act  of  1790 ;  in  the  next  place,  it  affects  all 
those  who,  under  the  law  of  1790,  migbt  ha?e 
been  naturalized,  and  all  those  who,  under  the  law 
of  1795,  might  hereafter  be  naturalized,  provided 
they  have  made  the  necessary  declaration  of  their 
intention  of  becoming  citizens.  From  the  year 
1795,  many  persons,  with  a  view  of  making  them- 
selves citizens  of  this  country  as  soon  as  the  law 
would  allow  them,  have  renounced  their  alle- 
giance to  the  £Oimtries  from  whence  tbey  came, 
and  if  this  bill  passes  in  its  present  form,  they 
will  for  ten  or  twelve  years  to  come  be  without 
citizenship  in  any  country.  He  hoped,  therefore, 
some  exception  would  be  made  in  favor  of  the 
descriptions  of  persons  which  he  had  named. 

One  reason  which  led  him  to  mention  this  cir- 
cumstance was,  that  there  are  a  great  number  of 
persons  in  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  and  many 
in  the  district  from  whence  he  came,  who,  thougn 
they  are  not  citizens  of  the  United  States,  reafiy 
believe  they  are.    This  mistake  has  arisen  from 

(an  error  common  to  most  of  the  districts  of  the 
Jnited  States)  a  belief  that  an  alien's  being  natu- 
ralized by  the  laws  of  a  State  Govenment,  since 
the  act  of  1790,  mad^  him  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States.  The  May;or  of  Philadelphia,  till  the  year 
1795,  Admitted  citizens  uoder  the  State  law,  who 
afterwards  considered  themselves  as  citizens  of 
the  United  States.  He  always  thought  that 
construction  to  be  wrong — Congress  having  the 
power  to  pass,  and  having  passed  an  uniform  natu- 
ralization law,  which,  in  his  opinion,  excluded 
the  idea  of  admission  to  citizenship  on  different 
terms  by  the  individual  States.  But  he  knew  the 
contrary  opinion  till  lately  generally  prevailed. 
Indeed,  he  knew  that  at  the  late  election  in  this 
city,  the  votes  of  respectable  merchants,  who  had 
obtained  American  registers  for  their  vessels,  on  a 
presumption  of  their  being  citizens,  were  refused 
on  this  ground.  The  same  mistake  had  extended 
to  other  parts  of  the  Union.  It  may  be  said  that, 
since  the  year  1795,  these  persons  might  have 
gone  to  any  of  the  courts  and  have  become  citi- 
zens. In  tnis  city,  and  in  others,  he  supposed*  per- 
sons had  generally  done  so ;  but  where  people  are 
two  or  three  hundred  miles  distant  from  the  Dis- 
trict Court  of  the  United  States^  they  had  not 
always  an  opportunity  of  doing  it,  especially  on 
account  of  a  construction  of  the  act  of  1795, 
which  had  prevailed  in  some  counties  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  which  made  it  doubtful  whether  any 
court  in  the  State,  out  of  the  city,  could  adminis- 
ter the  oath  of  citizenship.  Mr.  G.  supposed  that 
since  the  year  1790,  from  ten  to  fifteen  thousand 
emijrrants  had  come  into  the  State  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, two-thirds  of  whom  believed,  till  lately, 
that  they  were  citizens  of  the  United  States,  from 
their  having  been  naturalized  by  the  laws  of  that 
State.  It  has  now  been  discovered  that  they  are 
not  citizens ;  but  since  that  discovery  was  made, 
they  have  not  had  an  opportunitv  of  being  admit- 
ted according  to  the  law  of  the  United  States.  If 
some  limited  period  was  given  to  these  persons  to 


come  forward  to  be  naturalized,  and  they  did  not 
become  citizens  in  that  time,  he  should  be  willing 
to  exclude  them.  He  thought,  indeed,  provision 
should  be  made  for  all  these  persqns ;  but  be  would 
not  move  any  amendment  until  he  had  heard  the 
opinion  of  tne  committee  on  the  subject.  The 
amendment  just  adopted,  for  excluding  their  eaa- 
mies  from  citizenship,  would  do  away  any  objec- 
tion which  could  be  urged  against  a  provision  of 
this  kind*  Indeed,  the  persons  he  alluaed  to  gen^ 
rally  came  from  the  territories  of  the  King  of 
Great  Britain,  and  three-fourths  of  them  trom 
Ireland. 

Mr.  Sewall  said,  this  subject  was  before  the 
select  committee,  and  it  was  the  opinion  of  a  ma-  • 
jority  of  that  committee  that  no  exception  ought 
to  be  made,  but  that  the  bill  should  pass  in  its 
present  form.  His  own  sentiments  were  decidedly 
against  any  alteration.  As  to  the  Irishmen  whcun 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  has  mtentioned, 
as  they  have  neglected  to  avail  themselves  of  the 

Srivil^e  of  becoming  citiz^is,  he  supposed  they 
id  not  place  any  high  value  upon  it.  They  are 
now  permitted  to  hold  lands ;  and  from  the  pre- 
sent distracted  state  of  the  country  from  whence' 
they  have  emigrated,  he  did  not  think  it  would  be 
prudent  to  make  them  eligible  to  hold  seats  in  the 
Government  after  a  residence  of  five  years.  He 
believed  the  liberty  which  the  United  States  have 
given  in  this  respect  heretofore  hals  been  unex- 
ampled, and  it  was  high  time  the  evils  which  had 
arisen  from  this  imprudent  liberality  should  be 
remedied.  The  present  distracted  state  of  the 
world,  and  the  attempts  made  to  disturb  other 
Gk>vernments^  showed  the  necessity  of  the  pro- 
posed regulations. 

Mr,  S.  did  not  consider  the  persons  who  had 
been  mentioned  as  laborinff  under  any  disadvan- 
tages. Considering  what  tney  have  left,  and  what 
they  receive  here,  their  situation  is  vastly  in- 
proved  by  the  change  which  they  have  made, 
without  giving  them  any  chance  of  becoming 
members  of  our  Government^  for  they  would  have 
had  little  chance  of  becoming  members  of  the 
Government  which  they  have  left.  He  did  not 
suppose  they  came  here  with  a  view  of  getting 
into  the  Gk>vernment,  but  to  acquire  property,  ani 
to  enjoy  peace  and  happiness,  and  this  they  might 
do  independent  of  citizenship.  As  he  saw  no 
good,  therefore,  to  be  derived  to  the  country  from 
admitting  these  persons  to  citizenship,  but  much 
danger,  he  hoped  the  bill  would  be  agreed  to  as 
reported. 

Mr.  Gallatin  said,  if  the  bill  was  proceeded 
with,  he  would  prepare  an  amendment  in  favor  of 
those  classes  of  persons  he  had  mentioned. 

The  bill  was  accordingly  proceeded  with ;  and 
coming  to  the  fifth  section,  wh^e  it  is  provided 
that  if  an  alien  shall  continue  to  reside  here,  aM 
shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  make  a  report  of  his  reair 
dence,  and  receive  a  certificate  thereof,  shall  foi^ 
felt  two  dollars,  cmd  shaU  be  liable  to  be  arrmttd 
a^  a  suspected  person — 

Mr.  Gallatin  moved  to  strike  out  the  words 
printed  in  italic.  It  was  sufficient,  he  said,  that 
such  a  person  should  pay  a  fine.    It  was  a  nem 
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thing  to  punish  a  man  by  imprisonment,  not  for 
delinquency,  but  because  he  was  suspected.  A 
conduct  of  this  kind  had  been  highly  condemned 
in  another  country,  and  he  hoped  it  would  not  be 
adopted  here. 

Mr.  Sewall  said,  it  was  the  intention  of  the 
committee  to  show  the  nature  of  the  offence  of 
omitting  to  make  the  proper  report ;  to  show  that 
such  omission  would  lay  the  citizens  imder  the 
suspicion  of  not  acting  openly  and  candidly. 

Mr.  SiTOREAYEs  remarked,  that  if  his  colleague's 
objection  only  went  to  the  words  "  suspected  per- 
son,'' his  motion  went  too  far. 

'the  question  was  put  and  negatived — 37  to  36. 

Mr.  Qallatin  then  proposed  an  amendment  to 
the  following  effect : 

**  Provided  that  any  alien  who  was  resident  within 
the  limits,  and  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United 
States,  before  the  29th  of  Januaiy,  1796,  and  any  alien 
who  shall  have  made  a  declaration  of  his  intention  of 
becoming  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  in  conformity 
to  the  provisions  of  an  act  establishing  a  uniform  rule 
of  naturalization,  passed  on  that  day,  may  be  admitted 
to  become  citizens  of  the  United  States,  according  to 
the  provisions  of  that  act." 

Mr.  Craik  was  disposed  to  go  much  further  than 
is  proposed  in  this  bill  in  restricting  aliens  from 
becoming^  citizens  of  this  country.  He  should  have 
no  objection  to  say,  that  no  foreigner  coming  into 
this  country  after  this  time,  shall  ever  become  a 
citizen ;  but  he  believed  if  this  law  was  to  have  a 
retrospective  operation  on  all  those  foreigners  now 
residing  within  the  United  States,  who  have  ne- 
glected t^  become  citizens,  it  would  be  very  un- 
just. There  was  a  large  class  of  persons,  he  said, 
in  the  country  from  which  he  came,  who  are  not 
naturalized  under  any  law,  and  many  others  who 
had  been  naturalized  under  the  State  law ;  about 
the  legality  of  which,  as  had  been  stated,  there  is 
much  doubt,  though  in  Maryland  and  Virginia 
foreigners  are  still  naturalized  by  the  States,  not- 
withstanding the  law  of  the  United  States. 

In  deciding  upon  this  question,  Mr.  C.  said,  it 
would  not  l^  proper  to  take  into  consideration 
emigrants  from  any  particular  country.  Many  of 
the  persons  he  alluded  to,  are  Germans,  and  well 
^ititled  to  every  privilege  that  can  be  given  them, 
and  whose  neglect  to  become  citizens  was  proba- 
bly owiis  to  tneir  ignorance  of  our  language  and 
laws.  He  should,  therefore,  be  in  favor  of  this 
amendment,  especially  as  far  as  it  respects  those 
aliens  who  were  in  this  country  before  the  year 
1795. 

Mr.  Batard  said,  though  foreigners  were  pre- 
vented from  becoming  citizens  of  the  United  States 
until  they  have  resided  fourteen  years  in  the  coun- 
try, in  many  of  the  States,  they  are  entitled  not 
only  to  vote  for  filling  the  offices  of  the  State  Qo- 
yernments,  but  also  ror  filling  those  of  the  United 
States.  Therefore,  the  only  privilege  which  they 
are  denied,  is  the  capacity  of  becoming  members 
of  the  Peaeral  Government;  which  was  adeniaL 
he  thought,  recommended  by  sound  policy.  Ana 
he  did  not  see  why  the  restriction  should  not  ex- 
tend to  the  aliens  now  within  the  United  States, 
18  to  those  who  shall  hereafter  come  here.  If  aliens 


residing  here  had  any  right  to  expect  an  exception^ 
it  must  be  on  the  ground  of  compact.  He  did  not, 
however,  consider  naturalization  laws  in  that 
light  Aliens  cannot  be  considered  as  members  of 
the  society  of  the  United  States;  our  laws  are 
passed  on  the  ground  of  our  own  policy,  and 
whatever  is  ^nted  to  aliens  is  a  mere  matter  of 
favor ;  and,  if  it  is  taken  away,  they  have  no  right 
to  complain.  Every  principle  of  policy,  in  nis 
opinion,  required  this  regulation  to  oe  made  gen- 
eral ;  for  he  believed  there  were  as  many  Jaco- 
bins and  va^bonds  come  into  the  United  States 
during  tbe  last  two  years,  as  may  come  for  ten 
years  hence ;  so  that  these  very  persons  against 
whom  this  law  was  intended  to  operate,  wul  be- 
come citizens,  and  may  be  chosen  into  the  Gk>v- 
emment.  He  hoped,  therefore,  the  amendment 
would  not  be  adoptecf. 

With  respect  to  those  persons  who  have  given 
notice  of  their  intention  of  renouncing  their  alle- 
giance to  the  foreign  country  from  whence  they 
came,  (for  they  do  not  actually  renounce  it  until 
they  become  citizens)  it  can  make  no  difference  to 
them,  especially  those  referred  to  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania,  because  it  is  a  prmciple 
of  the  British  law,  that  British  subjects  have  not 
a  right  to  alienate  themselves;  they  cannot  re- 
nounce their  allegiance  to  the  British  King.  No 
objection,  therefore,  could  be  had  against  tike  mea- 
sures being  general  on  that  ground, 

Mr.  Macon  was  apprehensive  that  gentlemen 
in  their  zeal  to  get  at  particular  persons,  will  go 
too  far  in  this  business.  He  agreed  with  them, 
that,  for  three  or  four  years  past,  people  of  all  sorts 
of  politics  had  come  to  this  country,  from  the 
highest  aristocrat  to  the  greatest  Jacobin ;  and  he 
doubted  not  that  persons  who  were  very  desirous 
of  becomiug  citizens,  or  who  had  any  particular 
end  to  answer  by  it,  had  availed  themselves  of  the 
law.  But  there  are  persons  in  distant  parts  of  the 
Continent,  who  have  never  yet  become  citizens, 
perhaps  from  their  not  being  in  the  way  of  going 
through  the  ceremony,  and  because  he  nad  no  ap- 
prehension of  the  privilege  being  taken  from 
them.  Many  had  also  omitted  to  do  it  from  an 
ignorance  of  our  language.  He  hoped,  therefore, 
this  amendment  womd  be  agreed  to.  If  persons 
have  given  notice  of  their  intention  to  become  citi- 
zens, they  have  complied  in  part  with  the  laws ; 
and  he  did  not  think  it  would  be  right  to  put 
it  out  of  their  power  to  comply  with  the  other 
part. 

Mr.  Sewall  said,  this  amendment  would  com- 
prehend those  aliens  who  have  come  here  since 
the  year  1795.  though  they  may  have  made  no  de- 
claration of  tneir  intention  to  become  citizens,  as 
they  may  make  the  declaration  before  the  law 

E asses.  As  to  the  other  description  of  persons,  he 
ad  not  the  same  objection  to  them.  He  agreed 
with  the  gentleman  from  Delaware,  that  our  reg- 
ulations in  this  respect  are  made  for  our  own  con- 
venience and  safety,  and  that  no  alien  has  a  ri^ht 
to  complain,  if  these  regulations  should  disappomt 
his  expectations. 

Mr.  SiTORBAvEs  said,  this  was  either  a  question 
6f  right  or  expediency.    He  pr^umed  no  gentle- 
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man  was  prepared  to  saj  anjr  alien  had  acquired  an 
absolute  and  positive  risht  in  this  country  to  citi- 
zenship at  any  particular  time.  If  not,  it  was  a 
mere  matter  of  expediency ;  and,  when  it  is  con- 
sidered in  this  light,  there  can  be  little  difficulty  in 
seeing  the  danger  and  disadfantaffes  which  would 
arise  from  allowing  foreigners  to  hecome  citizens, 
as  heretofore,  or  as  proposed  by  the  present  amend- 
ment.   They  are  too  evident  to  be  enumerated. 

But  it  was  supposed  that  there  were  a  large 
number  of  individuals  in  this  country  entitled  to 
citizenship  by  the  law  of  1790,  but  who  have,  ne- 
▼ertheiess,  n^lected  to  become  citizens.  It  was  a 
little  extraordinary,  he  said,  if  this  were  so:  that 
persons  should  for  so  long  a  time  have  neglected 
to  embrace  a  right  which,  it  is  now  represented, 
it  would  be  doing  them  great  injury  to  deprive 
them  of.  As  to  those  persons  who  came  into 
the  country  since  the  law  of  1795,  he  saw  no  good 
reason  for  making  an  exception  in  their  favor. 
As  policy,  safety,  and  security,  dictated  the  mea- 
sure, he  hoped  the  bill  would  be  passed  as  reported. 

Mr.  W.  Claiborne  said  he  could  not  reconcile 
it  to  his  feelings  to  vote  for  the  bill  without  the 
amendment  proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania, because  it  would  be  doing  a  number  of 
Mople  whom  he  represented  the  greatest  injustice. 
Those  people,  he  said,  were  peculiarly  situated. 
It  was  only  at  the  last  Winter  session  that  the  State 
of  Tennessee  was  represented  on  this  floor ;  and,  at 
the  time  of  passing  the  naturalization  law,  the 
people  of  that  country  were  not  in  a  situation  to 
receive  information  of  what  was  done  in  Congress. 
It  need  not  be  a  matter  of  surprise,  therefore,  if,  in 
that  frontier  country,  there  are  many  persons 
aliens  who  did  not  take  advantage  of  tne  law  of 
1790.  There  are  numbers  of  such  who  have  given 
the  strongest  proofs  of  attachment  to  the  coun- 
try ;  they  have  fought  and  bled  in  the  service  of 
the  United  States,  and  are  as  much  wedded  to  the 
Qovemraent  of  the  United  States  as  any  men  bom 
on  American  soil.    If  this  amendment  does  not 

grevail,  it  will  affect  many  valuable  citizens  of  the 
•tate  of  Tennessee  who  were  citizens  in  the  year 
1795,  and  ten  years  before  that  time.  These  per- 
sons would  be  deprived  of  rights,  because  they  were 
living  in  a  country  in  which  there  was  no  post 
road,  and  where,  of  course,  they  had  no  newspa- 
pers to  give  them  information  of  what  was  ^ing 
oa  at  the  seat  of  Governments  He  hoped,  mere- 
fore,  it  would  not  be  agreed  to. 

Mr.  J.  Williams  hoped  this  provision  would 
be  agreed  to.  When  an  act  is  passed,  good  rea- 
sons, he  said,  ought  to  be  given  before  any  change 
takes  place.  Many  persons  had  come  into  the 
eountry  from  an  expectation  of  bein^  naturalized 
at  the  end  of  a  certain  period ;  but,  if  this  provi- 
sion is  not  agreed  to,  the  system  will  be  entirely 
changed.  He  saw  no  difficulty  which  could  arise 
from  agreeing  to  this  provision,  as  persons  from 
cocmtries  at  war  with  this  country  could  not  be 
made  citizens  at  all.  He  knew  a  number  of  per- 
sons who  had  not  taken  advantage  of  the  natural- 
ization law,  who  perhaps  are  as  good  men  as  any 
in  the  United  States.  It  was  true,  he  said,  that 
\rf  the  laws  of  the  several  States  aliens  are  allowsd 


to  hold  land ;  but  when  foreigners  come  here  to 
reside,  and  behave  well,  he  did  not  see  why  they 
ought  to  be  prevented  from  becoming  citizens. 
They  contribute  their  share  of  the  expense  of  CSJot- 
ernment,and  it  was  an  acknowledged  principle  that 
representation  and  taxation  ooght  to  go  together; 
which  would  not  be  the  case  if  the  bill  was  paas^ 
without  this  amendment. 

The  question  was  put  and  carried,  there  being 
52  votes  for  it. 

The  committee  then  rose,  and  the  House  pro- 
ceeded to  take  up  the  amendments. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Gallatin  coming  again 
under  consideration, 

Mr.  CoiT  hoped  that  part  of  the  clause  would 
be  disagreed  to  which  embraces  persons  who  were 
in  this  country  before  the  year  1795,  but  who  had 
never  shown  any  disposition  to  become  citizens. 
Those  who  came  since,  and  had  given  notice  of 
their  intention  of  becoming  citizens,  stand  on  very 
different  ground.  He  should  have  no  objection  to 
the  latter  being  accepted,  in  the  way  proposed,  but 
not  the  former. 

After  a  few  observations  on  this  amendment,  it 
was  negatived— 49  to  32. 

Mr.  SiTOREAVEs  proposed  an  amendment,  lim- 
iting the  time  within  which  aliens,  included  in 
Mr.  Gallatin's  proposition,  should  be  permitted 
to  avail  themselves  of  the  exception  in  their  favor, 
viz :  those  who  were  in  this  country  before  the 
year  1795,  within  one  year  after  the  passing  of  this 
act ;  and  those  who  have  come  here  since^  and 
given  notice  of  their  intention  to  become  citizens, 
within  four  years  from  the  time  of  such  notice 
having  been  given. 

The  question  was  first  put  on  the  former  part  of 
the  amendment. 

Mr.  T.  Clairborne  did  not  wish  to  punish  men 
for  not  being  born  here,  but  to  punish  lK)th  natives 
and  foreigners  when  guilty.  He  hoped  two  years 
would  be  allowed  instead  of  one. 

The  question  on  two  years  was  put  and  nega- 
tived— 31  to  39.  It  was  then  put  on  one,  and  car- 
ried— 57  votes  being  for  it. 

The  question  on  the  second  part  of  the  amend- 
ment was  then  put. 

Mr.  Varnum  said,  the  impulse  of  the  moment 
led  members  to  believe  that  these  restrictions 
upon  foreigners  were  necessary.  He  thought  then 
was  no  necessity  for  any  measures  being  taken 
with  respect  to  foreigners,  except  such  as  belong 
to  the  nation  with  whom  we  expedt  to  be  at  war ; 
yet,  he  had  no  particular  objection  to  restrictions 
being  made  witn  respect  to  such  foreigners  as  shall 
hereafter  come  to  this  country ;  but,  having,  here- 
tofore held  out  inducements  to  foreigners  to  come 
to  this  country,  and  when  they  are  come,  with  an 
expectation  of  becoming  entitled  to  the  rights  of 
citizens  in  a  certain  time,  he  would  not  disappoint 
those  expectations. 

Mr.  T.  Claibornb  said  this  was  a  very  import* 
ant  bill,  and  he  should  wish  a  little  more  time 
to  consider  on  it ;  he  therefore  moved  an  adjourn- 
ment. 

The  motion  was  put  and  negatived,  there  beiog 
only  15  votes  for  it.  r^    .        i 
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Mr.  StTQBeAVES  said,  the  obseryations  of  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  could  only  be  appli- 
eable  when  the  principle  of  the  bill  was  under  con* 
sideratioD  ;  whereas,  the  present  propaaition  only 
went  to  limit  the  period  within  which  ad?antaffe 
should  be  taken  ot  the  indulgence  proposed  to  be 
allowed. 

Mr.  Varnum  moved  a  diyision  of  the  ameud- 
ment,  and  proposed  to  allow  till  the  Ist  of  Sep- 
tember next  for  persons  to  make  a>declaration  of 
their  intention  to  become  citizens. 

This  motion  was  not  seconded ;  and  the  ques- 
tion on  the  amendment  was  put  and  carried— 47 
to  31. 

The  biU  was  then  ordered  to  be  read  a  third 
lime  to-morrow. 


Tuesday.,  May  22. 

The  bill  to  establish  a  uniform  rule  of  naturali- 
Wtion,  and  to  repeal  the  former  act  for  that  pur- 
pose, was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Macon,  the  House  went  into 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  allowing 
additional  compensation  to  William  Simmons,  Ac- 
countant of  toe  War  Department,  when  it  was 
agreed  to  allow  him  an  additional  compensation 
of  $600  for  the  year  1798. 

The  committee  rose,  and  the  bill  was  ordered 
to  be  read  a  third  time  to-morrow  ^  which  was  ac- 
cordingly done  and  the  bill  passed. 

Mr.  SiTOREAVEs  laid  the  following  resolutions 
upon  the  table : 

Re^ohedf  That  the  oCNnmandera  of  the  priTate  armed 
▼etsels  of  the  United  States  be  authorized,  by  law,  to 
take  or  deetroy  any  crtuser  of  the  French  Republic, 
which  shall  attack  them  on  the  high  seas,  for  the  pur^ 
|K)ee  of  search  or  seisure. 

lUtohed,  That  the  commanders  of  the  public  arm- 
ed vessels  of  the  United  States  be  authorized  and  di- 
rected to  take  or  destroy  any  cniiser  of  the  French  Re- 
public which  may  be  found  attacking,  on  the  high  seas, 
any  public  or  private  vessel  of  the  United  States,  for 
the  purpose  of  search  or  seizure. 

Ruolved^  That  the  commanders  of  the  public  and 
private  armed  vessels  of  the  United  States  be  author- 
ized to  retake  any  vessel  of  the  United  States  whidi 
may  have  been  captured  by  the  cruisers  of  the  French 
Republic,  and  to  take  or  destroy  any  cruiser  which  may 
iMve  made  such  capture. 

Remked^  That  the  public  armed  veesels  of  the  Uni- 
ted StsAes  be  authorissd  and  directed  to  take  or  destroy 
all  armed  cruiselB  of  the  French  Republic,  which  jnay 

be  found  on  the  coast  of  the  United  States  within 

of  theaiMMre. 

Mr.  SiTORBAYES  moTed  these  resolutions  to  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  for  the  Protection  of 
Commerce  and  the  Defence  of  the  Country,  to 
report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  McDowell  hoped  these  resoltitions  would 
lie  upon  the  table  till  to-morrow.  He  owned  he 
was  not  ready  to  instruct  the  committee  named 
to  bring  in  a  bill  on  this  subject.  He  beliered 
tkeee  resolutions  are  synonymous  with  a  declara- 
tion of  war;  and,  notwithstanding  the  present 
«ritical  situation  oif  the  country,  he  had  yet  some 
hopea  of  war  being  aTerted,  u  pnid«nt  meaaores 


were  adopted.  He  was  not  willing,  therefore,  to 
alarm  the  public  mind  by  referring  resolutions  of 
so  dangerous  a  nature  as  these.  It  was  possible^ 
he  said,  that  we  m\f\iX  soon  receive  information 
from  our  Commissioners,  which  would  make  a 
step  like  this  proper;  but  he  could  not  think  it 
would  be  proper  at  preaent. 

Mr.  Venable  inquired  of  the  Speaker  wheth^, 
when  a  member  requested  a  resolution  of  this 
kind  to  lie  upon  the  table,  it  was  not  to  lie  accord- 
ing to  the  rules  of  the  House? 

The  Speaker  answered  in  the  affirmative,  and 
the  resolutions  were  ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table. 

NATURALIZATION  LAW. 

Mr.  Bataru  made  a  motion  for  suspending  the 
operation  of  the  naturalization  bill,  for  a  limited 
time.  He  thought  the  present  time  was  not  a 
proper  period  for  making  permanent  regulationa 
on  the  subject,  and  that  it  would  be  better  to  aua- 
pend  the  present  law  for  a  time,  than  pass  any  new 
taw  upon  it  at  |)resent,  as  there  was  danger,  under 
our  present  feelings,  that  the  restrictions  against 
aliens  might  be  carried  too  far. 

The  Speaker  said,  he  conceived  this  motioa 
could  not  be  in  order  while  the  bill  which  had 
passed  this  morning  on  this  subject  was  on  its 
passage. 

COMPENSATION  OF  MARSHALS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Harrison,  the  House  went 
into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  x^ 
^ulating  the  compensation  of  marshals,  attorneyS| 
jurors,  and  witnesses ;  and.  after  some  discussioOi 
the  committee  rose,  and  tne  House  took  up  tha 
bill;  when 

Mr.  Lyon  moved  to  strike  out  the  salaries  pro* 
posed  to  be  allowed  to  marshals  and  attorneys,  to 
the  former  of  $300  a  year,  and  to  the  latter  $400 
a  year,  exclusive  pf  the  fees  arising  from  their  of- 
fice, which  he  thought  quite  sumcient  without 
any  salary. 

Both  motions  were  taken  by  yeas  and  naysL 
and  were  negatived — the  first  45  to  27,  the  second 
45  to  35. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  to- 
morrow ;  which  was  accordingly  done,  and  the 
bill  passed. 

MARINE  CORPS. 

Mr.  Sewall,  from  the  Committee  of  Commerce 
and  Protection,  made  the  following  report: 

**  That  in  their  opinion  important  advantagea  would 
be  obtained  by  an  arrangement  in  one  corps  of  the  ma- 
rines who  are  or  shall  be  engaged  in  the  service  of  tha 
United  States,  and  by  annexing  them  to  the  existing 
Military  Establishment ;  particularly,  as  it  woold  afibid 
the  means  of  order  and  economy,  in  which  a  number  of 
minute  detachments  are  Uable  to  be  very  deficient ;  and 
as  thereby  the  detachments,  which  will  be  occasionally 
on  shore,  will  be  kept  in  proper  diMdpline,  and  may  be 
rendered  nsefiil  in  the  fortifications,  or  dsewhere,  aa 
the  public  service  may  require.  The  committee,  tbera- 
ibre,  recommend  the  following  leeolotion  to  be  adopted: 

•«  Reaohed,  That,  in  addition  to  the  present  Mi&taiy 
Establiabment,  there  shall  be  raised  a  battalion,  to  ka 
aaUad  the  Masina  Oatpa,  to  onarist  of  a  M^,  aai 
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•ottaUe  oomniMiifmad  and  noti-oominiMioned  officers, 
ite  hundred  prhratee,  and  the  neocMary  nrasioUns,  in- 
dnding  the  marines  now  in  senrice ;  and  the  marines 
which  shall  be  employed  in  the  armed  Tessels  and  f  al- 
leys of  the  United  States  shall  be  detachments'  horn 
ttos  corps." 

ALIEN  ENEMIES. 

Oa  motioQ  of  Mr.  Sewall,  the  Houne  went  in- 
to a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  respect- 
ing alien  enemies,  Mr.  Dent  in  the  Chair;  when 
the  bill  was  read  as  follows: 

Sao.  I.  Be  it  enacted,  <f«..  That  whenever  there 
shall  be  a  declared  war  between  the  United  States 
and  any  foreign  Nation  or  Government,  or  any  inva- 
SMm,  or  predatory  incursion,  shall  be  perpetrated,  at- 
tempted, or  threatened,  against  the  territory  of  the 
United  States,  by  any  foreign  Nation  or  Government, 
and  the  President  of  the  United  States  shall  make  pub- 
lic proclamation  of  the  event,  all  natives,  denizens,  citi- 
lens,  or  subjects  of  the  hostile  Nation  or  Government, 
being  males  of  the  age  of  fourteen  years  and  upwards, 
who  shall  be  within  the  United  States,  and  not  actually 
naturalized,  shall  be  liable  to  be  apprehended,  restrain- 
ed, secured,  and  removed,  as  alien  enemies ;  and  shall 
be  fhrther  subject,  with  their  goods  and  effects,  to  a  just 
letaliation  of  any  unusual  severities,  restraints,  and  con- 
fiscations, which  shall  be  suffered  by  the  citizens  of  the 
tfnited  States,  resident  within  the  territory  of  the  hos- 
tile Nation  or  Government,  and  inflicted  by  their  au- 
thority, previous  to,  or  at  the  commencement  of,  any 
war  or  rupture  as  aforesaid,  under  color  and  pretence 
theittoC  And  the  President  of  the  United  States  ^all 
he,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorised,  in  any  event  as  afore^ 
said,  by  his  proclamation  thereof,  or  other  public  act, 
to  direct  the  conduct  to  be  observed,  on  the  part  of  the 
United  States,  towards  the  aliens  who  shall -become 
liable  as  aforesaid ;  the  manner  and  degree  of  the  re- 
straint to  which  they  shall  be  subject,  and  in  what 
cases  and  upon  what  security  their  residence  shall  be 
permitted,  and  to  provide  for  the  removal  of  those  who, 
not  being  permitted  to  reside  within  the  United  States, 
shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  depart  therefrom,  and  to  es- 
tablidi  any  other  regulations  which  shall  be  found  ne- 
oessazy  in  the  premises,  and  for  the  public  safety,  sub- 
ject, nevertheless,  to  the  regulations  which  the  Congress 
of  the  United  Sutes  shall  thereafter  agree  and  estab- 
lish. 

Sec.  t.  Provided,  4^^  That  aliens  resident  within 
Aie  United  States,  who  diall  become  liable  as  enemies 
in  the  manner  aforesaid,  and  who  shall  not  be  charge- 
able with  actual  hostility,  or  other  crime  against  Sie 
pnblie  safoty,  shall  be  allowed,  for  the  recovery,  dispo* 
sal,  and  removal  of  their  goods  and  eflects,  and  fbr  their 
departure,  the  full  time  which  is  or  shall  be  stipolated 
hj  any  treaty,  where  any  shall  have  been  between  the 
United  States  and  the  hostile  Nation  or  Government, 
of  which  thvj  shall  be  natives,  denizens,  citizens,  or 
solijecti ;  nnif  where  no  such  treaty  shall  have  been,  a 
leasonable  time,  which  shall  be  ascertained  and  declared 
by  the  President,  or  by  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States,  as  may  be  consbtent  with  the  public  safety,  and 
according  to  the  dictates  of  humanity  and  national  hos- 
pitality. And  the  goods  and  effects  of  an  alien,  resi- 
dent within  the  United  States,  who  shall  become  an 
enemy  as  aforesaid,  belonging  end  accruing  to  him 
there,  before  the  commencement  of  any  war  or  rupture 
•B  afbresaid,  shaH  not  be  liable  to  any  seizure,  oonfisca- 
isB,  or  restraint,  nalesa  by  tho  neeessity  of  a  just  ra- 


tsliation  as  before  mentioned,  whidi,  under  the  an^o- 
rity  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  alone,  riiafl 
not  extend  further  than  to  the  securing  of  the  personi^ 
goods,  and  effects  of  aliens  liable  as  aforesaid,  until  tha 
end  of  the  next  ensuing  session  of  Congress,  and  to  ba 
subject  to  the  law  which  tkeey  shall  agree  and  enaet 
thereupon. 

Skc.  d.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  all  Jos* 
tices  and  Judges  of  the  Courts  of  the  United  Statesi 
and  of  each  State,  and  justices  of  the  peace,  having 
criminal  jurisdictions  and  authority  for  the  secur* 
ing  of  o^nders,  and  all  marshals,  sherifls,  and  other 
officers,  according  to  their  powers,  and  within  their  se- 
veral jurisdictions  and  precincts,  shall  be,  and  they  are 
hereby,  authorized  and  required  to  discharge,  enforce, 
and  execute  the  duties  and  authorities  whidi  shall  ba 
hicumbent  upon  them  respectively,  by  virtue  of  the 
rules  and  directions  which,  in  any  proclamation  or 
other  public  act,  the  President  of  the  United. States 
shall  and  may  make  and  establish  in  the  premises  as 
aforesaid :  and  whereto  all  the  good  people  of  the  Uni- 
ted  Stipes  shall  be  obeiKent  and  assisting.  And  any 
person  who  shall  wilfully  hinder,  obstruct,  or  oppose 
any  judicial  or  other  offieer  in  the  exercise  and  dia* 
charge  of  the  authorities  and  duties  which  are  or  shaH 
be  granted  or  eigoinad  by  this  act,  w  ptirsuant  thereto^ 
or  who  shall  harbor  or  conceal  any  alien  liable  as  an 
enemy,  knowing  him  to  be  such,  after  proclamation  by 
the  President  of  the  United  States  as  aforesaid.  •  •  •  • 

The  two  first  sections  having  been  read,  with- 
out motion  for  amendment, 

Mr.  Lyon  moved  to  strike  oat  the  word  **  har- 
bor,**  in  the  third  section,  which  was  negatived. 

Mr.  Macon  thought  the  third  section  gave  the 
President  a  very  extraordinary  power ;  it  seemed 
that  his  proclamation,  in  all  cases,  was  to  be  con- 
sidered as  law.  He  wished  thcf  chairman  of  the 
committee,  who  reported  the  bill,  to  give  some 
information  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Sewall  said,  the  .gentleman  from  North 
Carolina  seemed  to  suppose  that  this  was  a  ffene- 
ral  power  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  President, 
whereas  his  power  is  confined  by  the  first  section 
of  the  bill.  This  power,  Mr.  S.  said,  mast  be 
placed  somewhere,  and  he  believed  it  could  not 
be  better  placed  than  in  the  President. 

Mr.  Lyon  saw  no  ground  for  the  first  section 
of  the  bill,  except  it  was  to  restrain  the  property^ 
of  alkas  to  make  satisfaction  for  the  injuries  done 
to  oMlMrn  citizens;  nor  should  he  be  willing  to 
ffive  a  ))ower  to  the  President  which  might  ena- 
ble him  to  distre»  innocent  persons.  He  moved, 
therefore,  to  strike  out  the  words  "  or  threatened." 
in  the  first  section,  as  he  considered  these  woroa 
too  Tague  ro  authorize  the  exercise  of  so  great  a 
power  as  was  here  given. 

Mr.  Macon  seconded  the  motion. 

The  question  was  put  and  negatired,  44  to  39. 

Mir.  Haepbr  moved  to  strike  out  the  words 
"  predatory  incursion,'*  in  the  first  section.  The 
power,  he  said,  was  a  very  extensive  one,  and  he 
did  not  think  it  oufht  to  be  given  except  in  case 
of  serions  attack ;  but,  after  a  few  words  in  oppo- 
sition to  it  by  Mr.  Sbwall,  and  in  faror  of  it  by 
Mr.  McDowell,  he  withdrew  his  motion,  alleging 
that  he  had  not  rij^htly  understood  the  section. 

Mr.  Bayard  said,  toe  last  seotio^  oi  thisJNlI 
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contained  a  principle  contrary  to  all  our  maxinis 
of  jurisprudence,  viz:  to  provide  punishment  for 
a  crime  by  a  law  to  be  passed  alter  the  fact  is 
committed.  Whether  the  crime  to  be  punished 
is  to  amount  to  treason,  misprision  of  treason,  or 
be  only  a  misdemeanor,  is  left  uncertain.  It  was 
his  opmion  that  laws  could  not  be  too  definite ; 
but  it  would  be  impossible  in  this  case  for  the 
person  committed  to  know  what  crime  he  had 
committed,  or  to  what  jiunishment  he  was  liable. 
In  order  to  set  rid  of  this  difficulty,  he  moved  to 
strike  out  au  the  words  after  the  word  "aforesaid," 
at  the  conclusion  of  the  last  section,  and  to  insert 
in  lieu  thereof  the  following  words,  viz:  *^  shall  be 
guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and  subject  to  a  fine  not 

exceeding dollars,  and  be  imprisoned  not 

exceeding months." 

Mr.  Sewall  acknowledged  there  was  ft  good 
deal  of  uncertainty  in  that  part  of  the  bill  moved 
to  be  struck  out ;  out  the  select  committee  did  not 
see  any  way  of  remedying  the  evil  without  mak- 
ing the  law  too  mild  m  its  operation.  In  some 
cases,  the  ofience  would  amount  to  high  treason, 
the  punishment  for  which  is  death ;  in  others,  to 
misprision  of  treason,  the  punishment  for  whicn  is 
imprisonment  not  exceeding  seven  years,  and  a 
fine  not  exceeding  one  thousand  dollars.  As  the 
ofience  might,  therefore,  sometimes  amount  to 
high  treason,  there  would  be  an  impropriety  in 
making  it  uniformly  a  misdemeanor. 

If  an  alien  should  have  resided  here  for  a  num- 
ber of  years,  and  he  should  turn  out  to  have  been 
a  spy.  and  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  should 
have  harbored  and  concealed  the  said  alien,  know- 
ins  him  to  have  been  a  spy^  he  would  be  charse- 
aUe  with  hic^h  treason  for  aiding  and  abetting  the 
enemies  of  the  United  States  within  its  territory, 
or  at  least  a  misprision  of  treason. 

But  the  gentleman  from  Delaware  was  mistaken 
in  his  idea  that  it  was  intended  to  try  an  offender 
by  a  law  passed  after  the  ofience  was  committed. 
By  the  expression,  "  as  by  law  is  or  shall  be  de- 
clared," was  only  meant  such  law  as  should  be 
passed  between  thepresent  time  and  the  time  of 
committing  any  ofience. 

The  question  on  this  amendment  was  put  and 
carried,  44  to  25. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bayard,  the  blank  fo^con- 
tainin^  the  amount  of  the  penalty,  in  theWtend- 
ment  just  carried,  was  filled  witn  one  thousand 
dollars. 

The  committee  rose,  and  reported  the  amend- 
ments; which  havinff  been  agreed  to, 

Mr.  Dent  moved  to  strike  out  the  word 
'^  months,"  in  Mr.  Bayard's  amendment,  in  order 
to  insert  "  seven  years." 

Mr.  N.  Smith  hoped  this  amendment  would 
not  be  agreed  to.  He  believed  the  penalty  might, 
in  some  cases,  be  too  severe,  and  in  others  by  far 
too  mild.  He  thought  the  bill  stood  well  as  it 
was.  He  di4  not  think  there  was  any  uncertain- 
ty in  it  but  what  arose  from  the  different  species 
ca  offence  which  were  comprised  within  this  pro- 
vision— for  a  person  under  it  might  be  guilty  of 
the  highest  crime,  or  of  no  crime  at  all,  accoroing 
to  the  cireumstaBces  of  the  case*    This  bdng  the 


condition  of  things,  to  make  an  uniform  ponish- 
ment  for  all  cases,  whether  highly  criminal,  or  no 
crime  at  all,  cannot  be  proper. 

The  bill  as  it  stands,  without  the  amendment, 
provides  that  offenders  shall  be  imprisoned  ana 
punished  according  to  the  law  which  is  or  shall 
be  made,  (before  the  offence  is  committed,)  and 
he  thought  this  was  the  proper  footing,  as  the 
punishment  would  then  be  apportioned  according 
to  the  offence. 

Mr.  Bayard  hoped  the  amendment  would  be 
agreed  to.  He  did  not  know  that  a  greater  mis* 
fortune  could  happen  to  any  man  than  to  live  in 
a  country  where  the  laws  are  so  indefinite  that  a 
person  cannot  ascertain  when  he  commits  an  of- 
fence, or  what  is  the  penalty  of  an  offence  when 
it  is  committed.  The  gentlemen  from  Masea* 
chusetts  and  Connecticut  tell  the  House  about  the 
aggravation  of  the  offence.  What  was  the  ag- 
gravation they  allude  to  they  have  not  stated,  and 
no  gentleman  could  form  an  opinion  upon  the 
subject.  The  fact  was  of  a  definite  nature,  and  a 
definite  punishment  ou^ht  to  be  mjide  for  it. 
What  is  the  fact  ?  It  is  the  harboring  and  con- 
cealing of  an  alien  enemy  after  the  proclamation 
of  the  President.  Gtentleinen  say  this  ofience  may 
amount  to  treason,  misprision  of  treason,  or  other 
offence.  If  the  ofience  could  amount  to  treason^ 
he  owned  he  did  not  understand  the  bill,  because 
the  crime  of  treason  is  defined  by  the  Constitu- 
tion, and  could  not  be  varied  by  any  law  of  Con- 
gress. If,  then,  the  fact  amount  to  treason,  it 
will  not  be  included  in  this  law.  If  gentlemen 
wished  to  punish  persons  in  exact  conformity  to 
their  degree  of  ofience,  they  ouj^ht  to  prepare  a 
scale  of  offence  for  that  purpose.  If  not  the  amend- 
ment agreed  to  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  oughl^ 
in  his  opinion,  to  be  concurred  in. 

Mr.  Sewall  said,  this  bill  aimed  at  one  thing, 
and  the  gentleman  from  Delaware  at  another. 
The  bill  has  in  itself  a  definition  of  the  ofience.  It 
has  declared  certain  circumstances  which  shall 
put  a  person  in  a  situation  in  which  he  shall  an- 
swer for  his  conduct.  It  declares  that  a  person 
harboring  an  alien  enemy  shall  be  a'suspected  per- 
son ;  but  the  drime  and  punishment  must  be  as- 
certained by  other  laws;  and  by  these  offenders 
are  to,  be  punished  agreeably  to  their  offences, 
whether  they  be  great  or  small. 

Mr.  Qallatim  said,  if  he  understood  the  ^n- 
tleman  from  Masssachusetts,  it  was  not  the  object 
of  this  bill  to  define  the  nature  of  the  offence  of 
which  a  person  should  be  guilty,  or  the  punish- 
ment for  it,  for  harboring  aud  concealing  an  alien 
enemy,  but  only  that  certain  circumstances  should 
render  a  man  a  suspected  person.  This  to  him 
was  altogether  a  new  legislation. 

If  he  understood  the  bill  as  it  stood  rightlv,  a 
person  may  be  apprehended  and  imprisoned  on 
account  ot  his  having  harbored  and  concealed 
alien  enemies;  yet  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts says  this  is  in  itself  no  crime  ^  for,  if  it 
were  a  crime,  it  ought  to  be  punished  in  the  way 
proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  Delaware,  but  he 
states  it  to  be  only  a  sufficient  ground  of  suspi- 
cion.   This,  Mr.  G.  said,  was  not  only  contrary 
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to  every  principle  of  jastice  and  reason,  but  to  the 
provisions  of  the  Constitution.  The  Constitution 
says,  "  that  no  person  shall  be  deprived  of  life,^ 
limb,  or  property,  without  due  process  by  law." 
But  here  certain  persons  may  be  deprived  of  their 
liberty  without  any  process  oi  law,  or  being  guilty 
of  any  crime.  Yet  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts says,  that  this  bill  does  not  define  a  crime 
or  award  a  punishment.  But,  Mr.  Q.  said,  this 
assertion  was  not  correct ;  for  there  was  a  new 
crime  instituted,  which  was  that  of  bein^  a  sus- 
pected persQp,  and  the  overt  act  which  is  to  be 
evidence  of  that  crime,  is  the  harboring  and  con- 
cealing of  an  alien  enemy,  and  the  punishment  is 
to  be  apprehension  and  imprisonment  until  it  shall 
be  found  what  law  the  prisoner  has  ofiended. 

Mr.  G.  said  he  was  ready  to  acknowledge  that 
where  a  man  commits  an  offence,  he  ought  to 
be  punished ;  but  he  could  not  consent  to  punish 
any  man  on  suspicion  merely.  He  therefore 
moved  to  recommit  the  bill.  He  did  this  because 
he  thouffht  the  whole  of  the  bill  vague  in.its  na- 
ture. He  wished  it  to  be  more  in  detail,  and  that 
the  offence  to  be  punished  should  be  defined ; 
for  it  was  remarkaole  that  every  section  of  the 
bill  concluded  with  these  singular  words :  "  sub- 
ject nevertheless  to  the  regulations  which  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States  shall  thereafter 
agree  and  establish."  So  that  instead  of  deciding 
what  the  law  should  be,  it  ^ives  the  President  the 
power  of  saying  what  it  is ;  subject  to  the  after 
regulations  of  Congress.  He  wished  now  to  make 
the  law  to  declare  what  the  offence  should  be,  and 
what  the  punishment,  and  not  leave  it  to  the  Pre- 
sident to  make  what  regulations  he  shall  think 
proper.  If  not,  the  whole  of  the  bill  might  as 
well  be  in  two  or  three  words,  viz :  "  The  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  shall  have  the  power  to 
remove,  restrict,  or  confine  alien  enemies  and  citi- 
zens wnom  he  may  consider  as  suspected  per- 
sons." When  Congress  attempted  to  legislate, 
they  ought  not  to  do  it  in  this  way.  When  the 
resolution  was  agreed  to  authorizing  this  bill  to  be 
reported,  he  expected  the  committee  would  have 
defined  the  nature  of  offences  and  their  punish- 
ments^ and  not  reported  the  bill  in  the  vague  way 
in  which  it  is  before  the  House,  especially  as  this 
appears  not  to  be  meant  for  a  temporary,  but  a 
permanent  law. 

If  gentlemen  examined  the  third  section  of  the 
billf  it  will  be  found  that  all  Judges,  Justices,  Mar- 
shals. Sherifis,  and  other  officers,  and  all  the  ffood 
people  of  the  United  Slates,  are  bound  to  do^  what? 
Not  to  execute  any  law ;  but  to  carry  into  effect 
any  proclamation,  or  other  public  act  of  the  Pre- 
sklenL  So  that  instead  of  the  Judicial,  and  any 
(Hher  officers  of  the  United  States,  and  the  people 
at  large,  beinff  obedient  to  the  laws,  they  are  to  be 
obedient  to  the  will  of  the  President. 

The  last  clause  of  the  bill,  which  does  not  re- 
late to  aliens,  but  to  our  own  citizens,  is  very  ob- 
jectionable. It  is  in  the  shape  of  a  penal  law. 
aed  the  crime  it  defines  is  the  narboring  and  con- 
cealing of  alien  enemies.  Now  it  is  said,  that  this 
crime  may  amount  to  hiffh  treason,  by  its  being 
construed  that  an  offender  has  adhered  to  the  ene- 


mies of  the  United  States,  knowing  them  to  be 
such,  or  it  may  be  no  offence  at  all.  But  the  pro- 
vision is  general ;  and  a  man  guilty  of  no  offence 
is  liable  to  be  apprehended  and  imprisoned  equally 
with  the  highest  offender  under  this  law. 

Upon  the  whole,  it  was  evidentj  Mr.  G.  said, 
that  this  bill  wants  detail,  as  what  is  left  general 
and  ambiguous,  ought  to  be  clearly  defined.  He 
hoped,  therefore,  the  bill  would  be  recommitted. 

Mr.  Sewall  said,  that  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania,  in  order  to  bring  forward  this  mo* 
tion,  has  shut  his  eyes  to  the  intention  of  the  bill* 
He  says  it  is  a  bill  for  punishing  crimes  which 
are  not  defined.  He  never  knew  that  alien  ene- 
mies were  guilty  of  any  offence  merely  as  such* 
It  is  a  bill  to  provide  for  the  public  safiety'in  cer- 
tain cases.  In  the  event  of  a  war  with  France, 
all  her  citizens  here  will  become  alien  enemies, 
but  neither  this  bill,  nor  common  sense,  would 
consider  them  as  offenders.  They  may  be  of- 
fenders, but  not  because  they  are  alien  enemies^ 
nevertheless  it  is  necessary  to  provide  for  the  pub* 
lie  safety,  and  in  all  countries  there  is  a  power 
lodged  somewhere  for  taking  measures  of  this 
kind.  In  this  country,  this  power  is  not  lodged 
wholljT  in  the  Executive ;  it  is  in  Congress.  Per- 
haps, if  war  was  declared,  the  President  might 
then,  as  Commander-in-Chief,  exercise  a  military 
power  oVer  these  people ;  but  it  would  be  best  to 
settle  these  regulations  by  civil  process.  They 
would  be  regulated  by  treaties  as  weU  as  b^r  the 
laws  of  nations.  The  intention  of  this  bill  is  to 
give  the  President  the  power  of  judffin^  what  is 
proper  to  be  done,  and  to  limit  his  authority  in  the 
way  proposed  by  this  biU.  In  many^  cases,  it  would 
be  unnecessary  to  reinove  or  restrict  aliens  of  this 
description ;  and  he  believed  it  would  be  impossi- 
ble for  Congress  to  describe  the  cases  In  which 
aliens  or  citizens  oufht  to  be  punished,  or  not ; 
but  the  President  would  be  able  to  determine  this 
matter  bv  his  proclamation.  If,  however,  gentle- 
men could  point  outAny  way  in  which  the  neces- 
sary reg[ulations  could  be  detailed,  he  should  have 
no  particular  objection  to  it.  though  he  thought 
the  bill  stood  very  well  as  it  was. 

Mr.  Otis. — In  considering  this  subject,  the  only 
practicable  modes,  he  said,  which  present  them- 
selves are  three.  To  provide  for  the  removing  or 
otherwise  restricting  all  alien  enemies  without 
distinctioiK  or  to  specify  some  overt  acts  for  com- 
mitting of^  which  they  shall  be  liable  to  be  re- 
moved or  restricted,  or  else  to  leave  the  power 
with  the  President  to  take  such  steps  respecting 
them  as  he  shall  think  proper  and  necessary  for 
the  public  safety. 

Nlr.  O.  inquired  if  the  House  was  ready  to  do 
the  first?  He  thought  not.  He  had  no  doubt 
there  mi^ht  be  French  citizens  resident  here  who 
were  entitled  to  protection,  who  meant  to  become 
good  subjects,  and  who  ought  not  to  be  exposed  to 
any  inconvenience  or  penalty  whatever.  He  be- 
lieved very  few  gentlemen  are  of  opinion  that  it 
would  be  iNToper  to  treat  all  alien  enemies  in  the 
same  way.  The  operation  of  such  a  measure 
would  be  unjust.  Will  gentlemen  think  it  right, 
then,  to  declare  that  alien  enemies  shall  only  be 
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removed,  or  otherwise  restricted,  on  conviction  of 
some  overt  act  lo  be  specified  in  the  act  ?  They 
are  at  present  liable,  with  all  other  ]>ersons,  to  be 
punished  for  crimes;  so  that  a  regulation  with  this 
Tiew  would  be  unnecessary.  But  there  may  be 
cases  where  the  conduct  of  such  persons  being  ex- 
tremely suspicious,  they  ought  to  be  taken  into 
oastody,  though  no  positive  crime  could  be  proved. 
Suppose  a  French  army  were  to  land  in  this  coun- 
try, some  of  these  persons  might  show  a  disposi- 
tion,  which  would  warrant  their  imprisonment ; 
and  yet  he  did  not  know  how  such  dispositions 
eould  be  defined  in  this  bill. 

Mr.  O.  believed,  therefore,  that  it  would  be  best 
to  vest  .a  discretionary  power  in  the  Executive  to 
secure  and  take  care  that  these  men  should  do  no 
injury.  And  this  could  not  be  looked  upon  as  a 
dangerous  or  exorbitant  power,  since  the  President 
would  have  the  power,  the  moment  war  was  de- 
clared, to  apprehend  the  whole  of  these  people  as 
enemies,  anci  make  them  prisoners  of  war.  And 
in  case  of  a  predatory  incursion,  made  on  this  coun- 
try, there  might  be  as  much  reason  for  securing 
some  of  them  as  in  case  of  actual  war  or  invasion. 
So  that  this  bill  ought  rather  to  be  considered  as 
an  amelioration  or  modification  of  those  powers 
which  the  President  already  possesses,  as  Com- 
mander-in-Chief, and  which  the  martial  Isn^v  would 
prore  more  rigorous  than  those  proposed  by  this 
new  regulation.  Unless  gentlemen  were  disposed, 
therefore,  to  suffer  those  men  to  go  at  large,  and  to 
carry  on  a  correspondence  with  their  countrymen 
and  our  enemy ;  unless  they  will  consent  to  suffer 
a  band  of  spies  to  be  spread  through  the  country, 
fkom  one  end  of  it  to  the  other,  who,  in  case  of  the 
introduction  of  an  enemy  into  our  country,  may 
join  them  in  their  attack  up^on  us,  and  in  their 
plunder  dT  our  property,  nothing  short  of  the  bill 
like  the  present  can  be  effectuaL 

He  was  willing  to  say,  that  in  a  time  of  tran- 
quillity, he  should  not  desire  to  put  a  power  like 
this  into  the  hands  of  the  Bxecutive;  but,  in  a 
time  of  war,  the  citizens  of  France  ought  to  be 
considered  and  treated  and  watched  in  a  very  dif- 
ferent manner  from  citizens  of  our  own  countoy. 

As  to  the  objection  made  by  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania,  that  the  bill  provides  a  punishment 
for  suspected  persons,  and  that  the  word  suspected 
was  indefinite,  Mr.  O.  asked  whether  men  are  not 
usually  arrested  on  suspicion?  When  informa- 
tion is  lodged  against  a  man  for  committing  an 
offenct,  he  IS  suspected  of  being  guilty,  and  impris- 
oned until  he  can  be  examined. 

Mr.  O.  believed,  that,  to  provide  for  this  deten- 
tion of  the  person,  was  all  Congress  could  now 
do.  If  the  bill  was  recommitted,  he  did  not  think 
any  definite  provision  could  be  made.  It  was  ne- 
cessary the  President  should  have  the  power  of 
judging  in  this  case,  and  that  punishment  ought 
not  to  depend  upon  the  slow  operations  of  a  trial. 
Though  possessed  of  this  power,  the  President 
would  doubtless  soffsr  all  such  persons  to  remain 
in  the  country  as  demeaned  themselves  peaceably ; 
but  when  they  discovered  a'  contrary  spirit,  he 
would  treat  them  accordingly. 

Mr.  GALLATtn  withdrew  nts  motion  for  eom- 


mitting  the  whole  bilL  and  moved  to  commit  the 
third  section  of  it.  His  arguments,  he  said,  went 
whoUv  against  that ;  and  gentlemen,  in  reply  to 
him,  had  chosen  to  direct  (heir  observations  to 
other  parts  of  the  bill.  As  he  did  not  wish  his  ob- 
ject to  be  misunderstood,  he  would  only  move  for 
a  recommitment  of  the  third  section  of  the  bill,  as 
his  objections  to  the  other  parts  of  it  were  imma- 
terial, when  compared  with  this. 

After  a  few  words  from  Mr.  Otis,  Mr.  Macon 
renewed  his  motion  for  recommitting  the  whole 
bill,  which  was  negatived — 37  to  36.* 

Mr.  Gallatin  then  renewed  his  motion  for 
recommitting  the  third  section,  which  was  nega- 
tived by  the  cast'mg  vote  of  the  Speaker  there 
being  thirty-eight  votes  for  it,  and  thirty-eight 
votes  against  it. 

Mr.  Lyon  renewed  his  motion  to  strike  out  the 
words  "  or  threatened,"  in  the  first  section.  He 
thought  this  too  indefinite  an  expression  upon  which 
to  rest  30  important  a  power  as  was  given  to  the 
President  by  this  bill.  Where  the  liberty  and 
happiness  of  thousands  of  people  are  concerned, 
he  wished  they  might  depend  upon  something 
more  certain.  Gentkmen  who  advocate  this  bill, 
he  said,  spoke  as  if  all  power  was  to  be  placed  in 
the  Presiden  t,  and  Congress  were  never  to  sit  again. 
He  wished  this  expression  to  be  stricken  out,  and 
if,  when  Congress  met  again,  they  found  thePrest* 
dent  had  not  power  enough,  they  might  give  him 
more.  He  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  upon  his 
motion. 

The  questioti  for  takins  the  yeas  and  nays  was 
put,  but  less  than  one-fifth  of  the  members  present 
rising  in  its  favor,  it  was  not  carried.  The  ques- 
tion was  then  put  on  the  motion,  and  it  was  nega* 
tived  without  a  division. 

Mr.  Gallatin  supposed,  if  these  regulations 
were  establbhed,  it  would  be  proper  that  permits 
should  be  granted  to  such  aliens  as  the  President 
should  suffer  to  retnain  in  the  United  States.  He 
was  not  immediately  prepared  to  introduce  a  pro- 
per amendment  for  that  purpose ;  but  he  would 
move  to  add  a  few  words  in  that  part  of  the  bill 
where  it  is  proposed  to  pupish  citizens  for  harbor- 
ing aliens,  to  try  the  question.  He  did  not  urery 
well  understand  the  phrase,  **  liable  as  an  enemy,^ 
tfy  which  those  aliens  were  defined,  and  whom  it 
would  be  criminal  by  this  law  to  harbor;  but  he 
would  move  to  introduce  the  words,  "  who  shall 
not  have  obtained  permission,  under  the  authority 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  to  remain 
within  the  territory  of  the  United  States."  He 
moved  this,  in  order  that  citizens  might  not  be 
entrapped  by  this  law,  but  that  they  should  know 
precisely  to  what  description  of  aliens  they  might 
give  a  night's  lodging,  without  being  liable  to  be 
arrested  as  suspected  persons. 

Mr.  Batard  did  not  think  this  amendment  ne- 
cessary, as  a  citizen  must  barber  and  cancecU  an 
alien  to  be  guilty  of  any  offence. 

And  the  question  was  put  and  negatived — 38 
to  33. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading  to-morrow. 
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Wednesday,  May  23. 
A  bill  was  received  from  the  Senate  for  the  more 
effectual  protection  of  the  commerce  and  coasts  of 
the  United  States,  which  received  its  first  reading. 

ALIEN  ENEMIES. 

The  bill  respecting  alien  enemies  was  read  the 
third  time^hen 

Mr.  R.  VViLLiAMs  moved  a  recommitment  of  the 
bill.  He  said  his  objections  did  not  lie  so  much 
against  the  provisions  respecting  aliens,  as  to  the 
power  proposed  to  be  given  to  the  President  of 
issuing  proclamations,  which'  are  to  be  binding  on 
the  Judges  and  other  officers  with  respect  to  our 
own  citizens.  He  would  wish  to  designate  every 
offence,  and  its  adequate  punishment,  as  far  as  it 
could  be  done.  In  order  to  effect  this,  he  made  his 
motion. 

Mr.  Sewall  said,  so  much  discussion  took  place 
on  this  subject  yesterday,  that  he  did  not  expect 
any  more  to-day.  The  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina  seemed  not  to  object  to  the  powers  given 
to  the  President  by  the  first  and  second  sections 
of  the  bill,  but  he  did  not  wish  him  to  have  any 
officers  to  exeQ^te  his  powers.  If  the  President 
could  carrv  the  law  into  effect  with  his  own  hand, 
he  might  ao  so,  but  he  objected  to  his  having  any 
aid  from  his  officers  or  the  people  at  large.  He 
did  not  believe  this  kind  of  reasoning  could  have 
any  eflfect  in  this  House.  If  the  President  is  au- 
thorized to  issue  orders,  he  must  be  authorized  to 
require  the  aid  of  proper  persons  to  execute  them. 

Mr.  Gallatin  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  upon 
this  question,  which,  being  agreed  to,  he  hoped 
this  bill  would  be  reconmiitted.  He  had  no  doubt 
that  the  committee,  by  paying  due  attention  to  the 
subject,  instead  of  this  general  and  vague  bilL 
might  report  such  rules  and  refi^ulations  as  woula 
be  proper  to  be  adopted  on  this  occasion.  He 
recollected  seeing  a  bill  from*  the  Senate  on  this 
suhject,  in  which  something  of  this  kind  was  done; 
and  thoQgh  he  did  by  no  means  approve  of  that 
bill,  yet  it  showed  that  the  thing  was  not  impos- 
.  si  ble.  The  objection  made  against  a  recommittal 
of  this  bill,  was,  that  it  was  necessary  to  do  some- 
thing to  provide  means  for  securing  and  removing 
alien  enemies,  which  did  not  apply  as  an  argu- 
ment against  the  recommitment  ot  the  bill.  It 
was  a  good  reason  why  a  bill  should  be  passed,  but 
no  reason  why  it  should  pass  in  its  present  form. 
The  present  bill,  Mr.  Q.  said^  was  grounded  upon 
the  princiole  that  the  President  of  the  United 
States  shall  have  the  power  to  do  by  proclama- 
tion what  ought  only  to  be  done  by  law. 

In  the  first  place,  the  Proclamation  of  the  Pre- 
sident is  to  determine  the  period  when  foreigners 
•  not  naturalized  shall  be  liable  to  be  apprehended, 
restrained,  secured,  and  removed  as  idien  enemies. 
Mr.  G.  understood  what  was  meant  by  apprehend- 
ing alien  enemies,  and  securing  thein,  but  he  did 
not  understand  the  word  "  restraining ;"  it  was 
vague,  he  said,  in  its  nature,  and  he  did  not  know 
that  it  was  a  lefal  phrase.  The  committee  could 
themselves  explain  it.  By  the  bill  from  the  Sen- 
ate, it  was  intended  to  confine  them  within  the 
place  where  they  reside ;  perhaps  this  was  their 
5th  Con.— 57 


idea.  The  bill  goes  further :  they  are  not  only 
liable  to  be  apprehended,  restrained,  secured,  and 
removed,  but  '^  to  be  subject,  with  their  goods  and 
effects,  to  a  just  retaliation  of  any  unusual  seve- 
rities, restraints,  and  confiscations^  which  shall  be 
suffered  by  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  resi- 
dent within  the  territory  of  the  hostile  nation  or 
Government^  and  inflicted  by  their  authority." 

Mr.  G.  wished  to  have  explained  what  was 
meant  by  "  unusual  severities."  They  must  meaa 
something  more  than  confiscations — than  appre^ 
bending,  restraining,  or  removing^ — because  they 
are  specifically  provided  for.  He  wished,  there- 
fore, to  know  what  these  unusual  severities  were, 
which,  upon  our  own  ideas  of  Government,  we 
could  retaliate  ?  If  any  other  severities  besides 
those  which  are  here  enumerated  were  to  be  in* 
flicted  upon  our  citizens  in  France,  he  thought  it 
would  be  disgraceful  to  that  country^  and  he  couM 
not  believe  that  either  propriety  or  justice  would 
warrant  us  committing  a  disgraceful  act  against 
the  citizens  of  another  nation,  because  that  nation 
had  committed  a  disgraceful  act  upon  our  citizens 
in  their  country. 

[Mr.  Sewall  rose  to  explain,  but  the  SpBAKBa 
said,  the  rule  which  declares  no  member  shall 
speak  more  than  once  to  a  question  would  not 
permit  him.] 

Mr.  G.  did  not  know  whether  these  words  "  un- 
usual severities"  were  not  intended  to  be  held  m 
terrorem  over  the  conduct  of  France.  If  so,  he 
did  not  think  it  a  very  creditable  proceeding.  But 
he  believed  that  part  of  the  bill  perfectly  useless 
for  two  reasons :  First,  it  is  extremely  doubtful 
whether  the  President  of  the  United  States  could 
Constitutionally  exercise  those  *^  unusual  severi- 
ties." which  this  bill  says  he  may  exercise ;  and 
witn  respect  to  confiscation,  it  was  explained  by 
a  subsequent  part  of  the  bill  to  be  only  a  seques- 
tration till  the  next  meeting  of  Confess,  ana  he 
therefore  conceived  this  part  of  the  bill  to  be  of  no 
use,  except  to  train  our  code  of  law  in  a  manner 
expressly  contrary  to  the  spirit  of  our  Constitu- 
tion, which  expressly  declares  no  "cruel  or  unu- 
sual punishments"  shall  be  inflicted. 

But,  supposing  the  words  only  held  out  in  tef- 
rorem,  he  wished  to  know  how  they  would  apply  - 
whether  it  was  to  make  a  part  of  our  permanent 
law,  whether  it  is  suited  for  the  present  time  only. 
If  it  were  not  to  make  a  part  of  our  permanent 
system — and  he  thought  no  gentleman  would  say 
it  ought — then  it  roust  be  on  account  of  our  pre- 
sent situation.  As  to  our  present  situation,  in  re- 
lation to  anything  which  may  befall  our  citizens 
in  France,  he  would  say  the  words  are  useless, 
and  this  for  a  plain  reason ;  for,  out  of  the  natives 
of  France  in  this  country,  ninety-nine  out  of  an 
hundred  are  of  that  description  of  persons  whonv 
the  French  call  emigrants,  and  it  is  therefore  per- 
fectly immaterial  to  the  French  nation  how  they 
are  treated ;  so  that  the  bill  could  operate  only  on 
a  dozen  or  two  of  persons  of  a  different  descrip- 
tion who  may  be  in  this  country. 

In  the  next  place,  with  respect  to  confiscatioa, 
which  by  the  next  clause  are  so  limited  as  to  he- 
come  sequestrations,  it  ^ould  be  wrong  to  gire 
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this  power  to  the  President.    Ad  article  is  insert- 
ed in  the  British  Treaty  expressly  to  declare  that 
sequestrations  are  impolitic  and  unjust  in  every 
case,  and  providing  against  them.    He  admitted 
that  it  might  be  necessary  to  resort  to  them  on 
some  occasions,  because  he  believed  there  might 
be  cases  where  sequestration  would  be  necessary, 
by  way  of  indemnification ;  but  what  he  insisted 
on  was,  that  it  ought  to  be  done  by  law,  and  not 
by  the  President.    On  a  former  occasion,  when 
the  question  of  sequestration  was  before  Congress, 
the  power  was  not  proposed  to  be  left  at  large - 
with  the  President,  but  was  to  be  regulated  by  law. 
There  was  another  circumstance  which  show- 
ed how  easy  a  thing  it  would  be  to  pass  a  law 
themselves,  instead  of  leaving  every  regulation 
relative. to  this  subject  with  the  President.  About 
the  middle  of  the  second  section  it  is  said,  "  where 
no  treaty  exists,  a  reasonable  time  shall  be  allowed, 
which  shall  be  ascertained  and  declared  by  the 
President,  or  by  .the  Congress  of   the   United 
States."    This  was  a  kind  of  double  legislation 
which  was  new  to  him.    He  wished  to  know 
what  difficulty  there  would  have  been  in  defining 
the  time  here  referred  to  in  this  bill  ?  It  appeared 
to  him  the  right  and  proper  time  to  do  it.     From 
the  moment  that  the  resolution  came  before  the 
House,  he  was  ready  to  acknowledge  that  the 
power  of  regulating  tnis  business  was  in  the  power 
of  Government,  as  it  was  a  power  possessed  by 
every  nation,  which  it  had  a  right  to  exercise  for 
its  own  security ;  but  it  ought  to  be  exercised  ac- 
cording to  law.    In  some  countries,  indeed,  this 
power  is  vested  in  the  Executive.    In  France,  he 
believed,  it  was  wholly  so,  and  in  England  in  a 
great  degree;  but  in  this  country  he  trusted  that 
this  House  would  be  of  opinion  that  Congress 
is  the  proper  body  to  regulate  so  important  a  mea- 
sure. 

But  the  evil,  Mr.  G.  said,  did  not  stop  here,  it 
extended  to  all  the  citizens  of  the  United  States. 
The  object  of  the  last  section  provides  that  jus- 
tices, judffes,  marshals,  sheriffs,  and  the  people  at 
large  shul  perform  a  duty  which  is  undefined. 
But  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  says  this 
is  right,  because  the  power  given  to  the  Execu- 
tive by  this  bill  is  also  undefined.  This  is  the 
foundation  of  all  the  objection  made  to  this  bill ; 
it  is  to  the  want  of  legislation  in  it,  which  leaves 
not  only  alien  enemies,  but  citizens  of  the  Unitect 
States,  to  the  will  of  tlie  President. 

-  But  he  would  go  farther,  and  say  it  is  possible 
to  define  the  duties  of  our  own  citizens,  though 
the  two  first  sections  of  the  bill  should  be  left  at 
large  as  they  are.  By  the  present  bill,  the  duties 
of  justices,  ac,  are  to  be  regulated  by  the  Procla- 
mation of  the  President.  He  could  conceive  that 
,the  House'might  take  into  consideration  the  na- 
'tore  of  the  powers  vested  in  the  President,  and 
inquire  what  will  be  the  duties  required  to  be  per- 
formed by  the  several  officers  of  the  Grovernment 
to  carry  into  effect  those  powers.  Those  powers 
are  to  apprehend,  restram,  secure,  and  remove 
alien  enemies,  and  to  sequester  their  property.  As 
t9  the  removal  of  aliens,  he  could  not  see  what 
justices  and  judges  had  to  do  with  it ;  but  if  they 


had  anythiiiff  to  do  with  it.  Congress  ought  to 
say  what.  They  might  say  what  should  be  the 
duties  of  judges  or  justices,  or  of  Executive  offi- 
cers in  the  several  cases  which  may  be  likely  to 
occur,  instead  of  leaving  the  thing  wholly  at  large. 
The  last  part  of  the  3d  section,  he  said,  was  as 
objectionable  as  any  other.  It  defines  the  crime 
in  two  words.  "  harooring  and  concealing,"  and 
the  penalty,  ir  found  guilty  of  this  vague  and  un- 
certain charge,  is  imprisonment  not  exceeding 
seven  years,  and  a  fine  not  exceedins  one  thou- 
sand dollars.  So  th|it  if  a  person  be  found  guilty 
of  harboring  and  concealing  an  alien  enemy,  how- 
ever trifling  the  expense  may  be^  his  punishment 
will  be  left  wholly  to  the  discretion  of  the  court. 
The  only  power  of  the  jury  will  be  to  decide  on 
the  fact ;  and  if  a  citizen  has  harbored  for  one 
night,  however  undesignedly,  an  alien  enemy,  he 
must  be  found  guilty,  leaving  it  altogether  to  the 
court  to  iudge  of  the  criminality  of  the  act,  and 
to  affix  the  decree  of  punishment.  He  thought 
this  part  of  the  law  ought  to  be  better  defined.  It 
ought  to  distinguish  l)etween  cases  of  misde- 
meanor and  those  which  might  arise  from  igno- 
rance, and  in  which  no  offence  at  all  might  ex- 
ist. He  hoped,  therefore,  the  bill  would  be  recom- 
mitted. 

The  question  on  recommitting  the  bill  was  put 
and  carried — 46  to  44.  The  yeas  and  nays  were 
as  follow : 

TsAS — Abraham  Baldwin,  David  Bard,  Lemuel 
Benton,  Thomas  Blount,  Richard  Brent,  Nathan  Biy- 
an,  Stephen  Bullock,  Demsey  Burges,  Thomas  Clai- 
borne, William  Charles  Cole  Claiborne,  John  Clopton, 
Thomas  T.  Davis,  John  Dawson,  George  Dent,  Luc» 
Elmendorph,  John  Fowler,  Albert  Gallatin,  James  Gil- 
lespie, Andrew  Gregg,  William  Barry  Grove,  John  A. 
Hanna,  Carter  B.  Harrison,  Jonathan  N.  Havens,  Jo- 
seph Heister,  David  Holmes,  Walter  Jones,  Matthew 
Locke,  Matthew  Lyon,  James  Machir,  Nathaniel  Ma- 
con, Blair  McClenachan,  Joseph  McDowell,  John  BGl* 
ledge,  Anthony  New,  Josiah  Parker,  John  Reed,  Wil- 
liam Smith,  Richard  Sprigg,  jr.,  Richard  Stanford,  Tho- 
mas Sumter,  Abram  Trigg,  John  Trigg,  Philip  Van 
Cortlandt,  Joseph  B.  Vamum,  Abraham  YenaUe,  and 
Robert  Williams. 

Nats — John  Allen,  George  Bacr,  jr.,  Bailey  Bait- 
lett,  James  A.  Bayard,  David  Brooks,  Christopher  O. 
Champlin,  John  Chapman,  James  Cochran,  Joshua 
Colt,  William  Craik,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  John  Dennis, 
William  Edmond,  Thomas  Evans,  Abiel  Foster,  Dwight 
Foster,  Jonathan  Freeman,  Henry  Glen,  Chaunoey 
Goodrich,  Roger  Griswold,  Robert  Goodloe  Harper, 
Thomas  Hartley,  William  Hindman,  Hezekiah  L.  Hos- 
mer,  James  H.  Imlay,  John  WUkes  Kittera,  Samuel 
Lyman,  William  Matthews,  Daniel  Morgan,  Lewii  R. 
Morris,  Harrison  G.  Otis,  James  Schureman,  Samuel 
Sewall,  William  Shepard,  Thomas  Sinnickson,  Samuel 
Sitgreavee,  Nathaniel  Smith,  George  Thatcher,  Rich- 
ard Thomas,  Mark  Thomson,  Thomas  Tillinghast, 
John  £.  Van  Alen,  Peleg  Wadsworth,  and  John  Wil- 
liams. 

Mr.  Sewall,  Mr.  Dana,  Mr.  Imlay,  Mr.  S. 
Smith,  Mr.  Josiah  Parker,  Mr.  Brooks,  and 
Mr.  RuTLEDOE,  compose  the  committee. 

Mr.  Otis  reported  two  bills,  one  for  the  relief  of 
persons  imprisoned  for  debts  due  to  the  United 
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States;  the  other  supplementarf  to  an  act  for  the 
relief  of  persons  imprisoned  for  debt,  which  were 
twice  read,  and  committed  for  Friday. 

INSTRUCTIONS  TO  ARMED  VESSELS. 

The  order  of  the  day  was  called  for  on  the  reso- 
lutions of  yesterday  laid  upon  the  table  by  Mr. 
SiTQRSAYBS,  proposing  to  instruct  the  commanders 
of  our  public  and  private  armed  vessels ;  wMch, 
beimi^  read, 

Mr.  SiTORBAVE?  moTed  should  be  committed 
to  the  committee  appointed  for  the  protection  of 
commerce  and  the  defence  of  the  country,  and 
that  they  be  instructed  to  report  by  bill  or  other- 
wise. 

Mr.  Maoon  hoped  they  would  not  be  referred  to 
that  committee ;  but,  as  the  subject  was  very  im- 

S^rtant,  they  first  go  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
ouse  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  in  order  to  be 
discussed,  before  they  were  referred  to  a  select 
committee  to  report. by  bill. 

Mr.  SiTeREAVBs  believed  the  course  which  he 
proposed  was  conformable  to  the  practice  on  simi- 
lar occasions.  He  agreed  that  the  subject  was  im- 
]X>rtant,  and  that  it  required  deliberate  considera- 
tion, and  full  discussion;  but  in  the  meantime  he 
wished  them  to  be  referred  in  the  way  he  had  men- 
tioned. 

Mr.  McDowell  was  in  favor  of  a  reference  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole.  No  subject  ever  came 
before  this  Congress,  or  any  former  one,  of  so 
alarming  a  nature  as  this.  He  wished,  therefore, 
before  these  resolutions  were  sanctioned  by  a  refer- 
ence to  a  select  committee  to  report  by  bill,  that 
they  should  undergo  a  discussion.  He  thought  a 
contrary  course  would  create  an  alarm  whi^  he 
conceived  to  be  unnecessary ;  for  he  did  not  believe 
the  situation  of  thb  country  authorized  the  taking 
up  or  passing  of  these  res<^utions.  The  President, 
he  said,  had  the  power  to  give  such  directions  to 
the  commanders  of  our  vessels  as  our  situation 
makes  proper,  and  he  was  not,  at  present,  in  favor 
of  chanffing  that  situation.  He  hoped,  therefore, 
the  resolutions  would  be  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  Davis  inquired  whether  it  would  not  be  in 
order  to  postpone  the  consideration  of  these  resolu- 
tions to  a  day  certain  1  On  being  answered  by  the 
Speaker  in  the  affirmative^  Mr.  D.  moved  that  the 
farther  consideration  of  this  question  be  postponed 
till  the  2d  Tuesday  in  June.  He  said  he  did  not 
think  this  a  proper  time  to  take  up  this  subject 
If  he  was  called  upon  to  vote  on  these  resolutions 
now,  he  should  be  obliged  to  vote  against  them.  He 
knew  only  of  two  things  which  could  warrant  such 
a  step  being  taken,  viz:  a  declaration  of  war,  or  the 
return  of  our  Commissioners,  and  their  averring 
peace  could  not  bcr  preserved  with  the  French  Re- 
public. Until  one  of  those  events  took  place,  it 
-vrould  be  with  reluctance  that  he  should  vote  for  a 
measure  like  the  present.  Some  gentlemen,  indeed, 
declare  we  are  now  at  war  with  France;  if  they 
are  serious  in  such  a  declaration,  why  do  they  not 
llyring  foward  a  proposition  to  that  effect?  If  there 
be  a  majority  in  the  House  readv  to  declare  war, 
and  will  do  it,  then  he  should  no  logger  be  at  a  loss 


how  to  act.  He  could  then  no  longer  cherish  a 
hope  of  preserving  peace,  which,  however  feeble 
it  might  now  be,  he  was  unwilling  to  part  with  en- 
tirely. When  once  our  state  was  expressly  de- 
clared to  be  a  state  of  war,  he  should  be  ready  to 
go  into  any  measure  of  defence  or  offence,  which 
Uie  ingenuity  of  gentlemen  could  devise;  but, 
whibt  the  state  of  our  negotiation  is  unknowii, 
whilst  our  Commissioners  yet  remain  at  Paris, 
(and  if  not  proceeding  witn  their  negotiation,  their 
stay  there  is  unaccountable,)  he  was  unwilling  to 
do  anything  which  should  either  frustrate  any 
treaty  whi^h  may  be  in  train^  or  hazard  the  safety 
of  the  persons  of  our  Commissioners. 

Mr.  D.  said  he  would  not  have  made  this  mo- 
tion if  he  had  thought  it  would  have  delayed  the 
preparing  of  the  vessels  for  sea.  He  believed  not 
more  than  three  of  the  vessels  would  be  ready  be- 
fore that  time;  and  if  the  directions  to  be  given 
to  the  commapders  are  ready  as  soon  as  the  ves- 
sels are  prepared  to  sail,  they  will  be  soon  enough. 
He  hoped  the  motion  would,  therefore,  be  agreed 
to.  In  the  meantime  probably  some  information 
might  be  received,  which  would  enable  gentle- 
men to  determine  upon  the  question  with  more 
propriety  than  at  present. 

Mr.  Harper  did  not  agree  in  either  of  the 
reasons  given  by  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky 
in  favor  of  his  motion.  He  did  not  believe  the 
state  of  afl&irs  between  this  country  and  France 
was  uncertain ;  and  if  it  were,  he  did  not  think  it 
would  be  any  reasonable  ground  for  acting  as  he 
proposes. 

With  respect  to  the  situation  of  our  affairs  with 
France  being  uncertain,  he  believed  nothing  more 
was  necessary  to  convince  gentlemen  to  the  con- 
trary, than  that  they  should  cast  their  eyes  upon 
what  is  now  taking  pbce  every  day.  It  will  be 
seen  that  the  depredations  committed  upon  our 
commerce  become  daily  more  enormous.  We 
know  that  our  Commissioners  have  no  hope  of 
accommodation  with  France;  we  know  they  nave 
passsed  a  decree  hy  which  nine-tenths  of  our 
commerce  is  proscribed.  It  had  frequently  been 
said  that  that  decree  would  only  affect  our  trade 
withGkeat  Britain;  but  if  the  decree  be  exam- 
ined it  will  be  found  to  affect  almost  every  carso 
with  which  our  vessels  are  laden;  besides,  the 
smallest  article  of  dress  of  the  captain,  or  way  of 
the  crew,  being  British,  would  be  sufficient  for  a 
condemnation  of  the  vessel  and  car^.  There 
were  also  a  number  of  articles  which,  tnough  they 
might  not  come  from  British  possessions,  being 
no  way  different  from  such  as  do  come  from 
thence,  would  form  a  sufficient  ground  of  cap- 
ture; such  were  cotton,  coffee,  sugar,  and  rum. 
Indeed,  the  French  seem  determined  to  make 
prize  of  every  vessel  they  meet  with;  for  if  b,  role 
(Tequipage  be  the  criterion  which  they  choose  to 
adbpt  to  determine,  they  will  ask  for  it,  and  de- 
stroy it,  and*then  take  the  vessel  for  not  having 
one;  and  when  they  find  no  other  cause  for  seizure, 
they  forge  false  ship-papers  to  make  the  vessel 
and  cargo  liable  to  confiscation.  And  when  we 
see  all  our  vessels,  whether  from  the  East  and 
West  Indies,  or  from  Europe,  taken  and  carried 
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into  French  ports,  shall  we  still  say  we  are  in  a 
state  of  peace,  or  that  our  situation  is  uncertain  ? 
This  decree  was  passed  on  the  10th  of  January, 
and  though  •our  accounts  from  Bordeaux  are  up 
to  the  25th  of  March,  we  know  that  it  is  yet  in 
existence;  and  though  the  report  of  our  Commis- 
sioners having  been  received,  may  be  true,  (though 
he  did  not  believe  it,)  yet,  whilst  that  decree  is  m 
existence,  he  could  not  say  our  situation  is  proble- 
matical. With  a  nation  which  takes  all  our  ves- 
sels, without  discrimination,  we  cannot  be  said  to 
be  at  peace. 

But  what  is  our  state  with  respect  to  France? 
Some  days  a^o  we  had  a  report  that  our  Commis- 
sioners had  had  an  audience  of  the  Directory; 
but  subsequent  accounts  tell  us  that  this  is  not 
true,  that  they  have  no  prospect  of  settling  our 
disputes,  and  that  the  demand  of  a  loan  of  deven 
millions  is  now  grown  into  one  of  twenty-five 
millions.  Yet  gentlemen  think  the  situation  of 
this  country  problematical.  Why  our  Commis- 
sioners remain  in  France,  was,  indeed,  to  him 
problematical,  and  he  could  only  account  for  it  by 
supposing  they  are  kept  there  contrary  to  their 
will;  for,  so  long  ago  as  the  first  of  January,  they 
say  they  have  no  hope  of  accommodating  our  dir- 
ferences,  and  if  they  did  not,  in  a  few  days,  receive 
an  answer  to  their  memorial,  they  should  apply 
for  passports,  and  come  home.  The  French  Uov- 
emment  had,  however,  only  to  dela^  giving  them 
passports,  and  thev  would  be  oblic^ed  to  remain; 
and  ne  thought  it  nimbly  probable  (hat  they  would 
detain  our  Commissioners  as  hostages,  in  order  to 
extort  money  from  us.  This,  he  owned,  was 
mere  conjecture,  but  he  thought  it  verjr  rational 
conjecture.  Still  we  say  our  situation  is  proble- 
matical; still  we  say  we  will  remain  defenceless, 
we  will  suffer  French  privateers  to  cut  up  our 
trade,  and.  within  fifty  miles  of  Charleston,  land 
on  our  coast^  and  carry  off  our  properly.  This, 
he  confessed,  was  very  unaccountable  conduct; 
and  he  believed  France  would  accomplish  her 
object,  if  we  remained  inactive,  catching  at  every 
idle  rumor  which  conveys  any  hope  of  accommo- 
dation. She  will  continue  to  destroy  our  trade 
and  ravage  our  coasts,  except  some  measure  of 
this  kind  is  gone  into,  which  shall  enable  us  to 
drive  from  our  shores  all  the  picaroons  and  armed 
vessels  which  infest  it.  This  could  not  be  done,^ 
without  instructions  like  the  present  were  given 
to  our  vessels;  for,  if  the  President  were  to  send 
our  armed  vessels  out  with  such  instructions  only 
as  he  has  now  the  power  to  give,  vessels  might 
lie  without  our  jurisdiction  (beyond  which  our 
vessels  would  not  have  a  right  to  go)  and  take  our 
merchantmen  within  sight  of  our  armed  vessels, 
and  they  would  not  have  it  in  their  power  to  ren- 
der them  any  assistance^  except  the  attack  were 
made  in  sight,  and  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
United  Slates.  In  our  present  situation,  Mr.  H. 
thought  we  ought  to  use  the  arms  w§  have.  One 
of  our  armed  vessels,  he  said,  had  dropped  down 
the  Delaware ;  and  he  was  certain  the  people  out 
of  doors,  whatever  might  be  the  opinion  of  gen- 
tlemen on  that  floor,  were  desirous  we  should  drive 
off  or  bring  in  the  swarms  of  privateers  and  pica- 


roons which  are  upon  our  coast ;  those  privatceta 
and  picaroons  which,  not  content  with  capturing 
our  vessels,  do  not  scruple  to  fire  upon  out  officers 
in  the  execution  of  their  duty.  If  this  was  an 
equivocal  situation,  or  if  this  was  equivocal  con- 
duct in  France,  then  was  he  at  a  loss  to  say  what, 
short  of  an  army  being  landed  in  the  country, 
would  induce  us  to  resist.  It  was  not  the  purpose 
of  France,  Mr.  H.  supposed,  to  go  farther  than 
this ;  whilst  she  pan  keep  our  Commissioners  in 
Paris,  paralyze  our  efforts  at  home,  and  continue 
to  rob  and  plunder  us.  she  will  be  satisfied,  and 
will  never  attempt  to  invade  our  territory.  She 
will  continue  to  take  our  vessels  wherever  she  dOi 
meet  with  them,  and  (according  to  Victor  Hugue^ 
definition)  let  none  pass  which  have  anything  on 
board  worth  taking.  And  we  still  say  our  state 
is  problematical. 

Mr.  H.  said  he  could  not  help  deploring  this 
unaccountable  delusion  which  had  taken  posses- 
sion of  certain  gentlemen  in  that  House,  but  under 
which  he  could  not  believe  a  majority  of  it  could 
be  drawn.  He  did  hope  that  all  remaining  doubts 
on  this  head  had  been  done  away ;  but  he  perceiTed 
he  was  mistaken ;  he  trusted  however,  that  those 
who  are  sensible  of  the  necessity  there  exists  for 
taking  active  measures  against  France  will  unite 
on  this  occasion,  and  that  the  number  who  shall 
be  of  a  contrary  opinion  will  be  small  indeed. 

Mr.  McDowell  observed,  that  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina  had  gone  into  a  lengthy  n- 
ffument  on  the  question  for  postponement ;  but  he 
did  not  think  his  statements  were  correct.  He  dif- 
fered widely  from  him  in  his  opinion.  He  states 
that  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  France  means  to 
be  at  war  with  this  country.  Mr.  McD.  aAed 
what  information  we  had  received  from  our  Com- 
missioners which  could  lead  to  this  idea  since  tke 
despatches  dated  the  19th  of  March  ?  He  knew  of 
nothing.  He  thought  ererything  since  had  nkth«r 
been  favorable  than  otherwise.  True  it  was,  Mr. 
McD.  said,  that  the  French  nation  has  injured  na 
extremely,  by  taking  our  vessels,  and  insulting  omr 
rights.  But  the  question  is,  whether  we  ought, 
for  the  sake  of  protecting  a  part  of  our  trade  to  Great 
Britain,  and  in  order  to  obtfiin  British  manufac- 
tures, to  go  to  war?  The  gentleman  from  Soaik 
Carolina  says  that  our  vessels  are  seized  without 
discrimination.  He  did  not  know  from  what 
source  he  got  his  information,  for,  however  flagrant 
the  conduct  of  the  French  towards  us  may  be,  lluB 
is  certainly  not  correct. 

Mr.  McD.  said,  he  should  be  glad  to  know  where 
the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  got  his  in(br- 
mation  that  the  French  had  landed  on  the  South- 
em  coast,  and  carried  off  some  property  frona 
thence  ?  If  that  were  true,  it  would  be  a  serious 
fact.  [Mr.  Harper  said  the  fact  was  in  all  the 
papers.]  Mr.  McD.  said  he  often  sdw  things  in 
the  newspapers  to  which  he  gave  but  little  credit, 
and  this  was  one  of  those  things.  If  such  an  event 
had  taken  place,  he  was  confident  that  the  officers 
of  Govern  men  t  in  that  part  of  the  country  would 
before  now  have  communicated  the  fact  to  Oorer^ 
ment.  Mr.  McD.  did  not  believe  the  exaggerated 
statement  of  tl^  gentleman  fronuPonth  Carolina; 
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Mid,  whilst  he  had  a  hope  of  accommodating  our 
differences  with  France,  he  should  wish  to  avoid 
a  declaration  of  war,  or  any  other  measures  whose 
tendency  would  he  certain  war.  Gentlemen  say 
we  have  nothing  to  defend  our  coasts,  the  enemy 
may  come  and  ravage  them.  Some  time  ago  a 
number  of  vessels  were  asked  for,  for  the  purpose 
of  protectin^^  our  trade  on  the  coast  It  was  ob- 
jected to  their  beioff  used  as  convoys  on  the  high 
aeas,  lest  they  ahomd  involve  us  in  war.  They 
were,  howeverj^raated,  without  an^r  restriction  as 
to  their  use.  But  these  do  not  gratify  gentlemen. 
Tkey  now  call  upon  the  House  to  go  into  a  mea- 
imre  which  must  mevitahly  produce  war,  and  which 
will  destroy  every  remaining  hope  of  accommo- 
dation. 

Mr.  McD.  wished  to  call  to  the  view  of  the 
House  the  state  of  things  which  they  are  about 
to  bring  about  in  this  country.  Let  gentlemen 
reflect  upon  the  prosperity  which  we  have  enjoyed 
for  isany  years  back,  firom  a  state  of  peace  and 
tranquillity.  But,  if  the  measures  succeed  which 
Me  now  takinff  to  induce  this  House  and  the 
|ieo]de  of  the  United  States  to  go  to  war  with 
France,  this  country  must  again  become  a  scene 
of  blood  and  devastation;  numbers  of  our  valua- 
ble citizens  must  be  deprived  of  existence,  and 
nmnberless  widows  and  children  be  deprived  of 
their  husbands  and  fathers,  and  others  of  their 
best  friends.  Such  a  state  of  things  may  arrive, 
•a  shall  make  it  necessary  to  meet  the  distress 
and  horrors  of  war,  but  they  ouffht  not  lightly  to 
be  encountered.  Those  who  had  been  witness  to 
the  miseries  occasioned  by  our'  last  war,  could 
not  but  be  anxious  to  avoid  any  measures  which 
must  again  introduce  similar  scenes  of  misery  to 
our  view.  Gentlemen  who  are  young  and  ambi- 
tioQs,  push  on  their  schemes  without  duly  calcu- 
Iftting  their  consequences.  Men  who  wish  at 
any  rate  to  involve  this  country  in  war,  in  order 
to  assimilate  our  Gtovemmeni  to  that  of  Britain, 
will  go  all  lengths  to  carry  their  point.  He 
eould  not  say  thiat  this  was  really  their  view,  in 
pushing  the  coimtry,  first  by  one  step  and  then 
another,  into  war;  but  he  wished  to  avoid  unne- 
cessary war.  And  nothing  could  induce  him 
more  to  oppose  a  war  with  France,  than  the 
strong  conviction  with  which  his  mind  was  im- 
pressed that  the  certain  consequence  will  be  an 
alliance  with  Great  Britain — a  Government  which 
he  looked  upon  as  the  worst  upon  earth. 

[The  Speaker  said,  no  observations  relative  to 
Ml  alliance  with  Great  Britain,  or  a  declaration  of 
war,  could  possibly  be  in  order  on  the  present 
question.] 

Mr.  McD.  said,  ke  meant  to  show  the  propriety 
of  Dostponing  the  consideration  of  the  resolutions 
befere  the  House,  in  doing  which  he  found  it  ne- 
cessary to  reply  to  some  remarks  which  had  fallen 
from  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina. 

Mr.  W.  C.  Claibobne  believed  that  prudence, 
policy,  and  wisdom,  required  the  adoption  of  the 
present  motion.  The  question  which  the  discus- 
sion of  these  resolutions  will  introduce,  being  of 
1^  very  first  importanee,  ouffht  to  receive  due 
coosideratioa.    It  is  no  lets  than  whether,  under 


existing  circumstances,  it  will  be  proper  to  au- 
thorize offensive  measures  against  the  French 
Republic;  and  he  would  ask  gentlemen  whether 
they  are  prepared  to  meet  this  question?  Whether 
they  are  prepared  to  say,  we  will  throw  from  our 
country  all  the  happiness  of  peace,  and  plunge  it 
ineviubly  into  the  miseries  of  war?  Ir  gentle- 
men were  prepared  to  give  the  affirmative  to  this 
question,  1^  must  own  he  was  not.  He  felt  dis- 
posed to  pause  a  little  before  he  voted  for  intro- 
ducing so  important  a  change  in  the  afiairs  of  our 
country,  as  tne  decision  upon  these  resolutions 
must  necessarily  introduce. 

On  account  of  the  spoliations  committed  upon 
our  commerce  by  the  pivateers  of  France,  he 
felt  all  the  resentment  which  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  could  possibly  feel,  but  he  shoijld 
not  sufier  it  to  carry  him  so  far  as  that  of  his 
friend  from  South  Cfarolii.a  carried  him.  That 
resentment  he  strove  yet  to  stifle,  and,  for  his 
country's  good,  he  couid  wish  to  stifle  it  until  all 
hopes  of  peace  are  destroyed.  The  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina  says  all  hopes  of  peace  aie 
now  gone.  Did  he  (Mr.  C.)  think  so,  ne  might 
agree  with  him  in  opinion  as  to  the  measures 
which  he  wishes  to  take ;  but  he  thought  differ- 
eotly.  That  gentleman  says  the  despatches  on 
the  table  support  his  opinion ;  I  (said  Mr.  C.)can 
have  no  other  resource  for  my  opinion.  What, 
said  Mr.  C,  is  the  tenor  of  the  last  despatches 
from  our  Commissioners?  Those  gentlemen  have 
stated  to  the  Directory,  in  a  very  able  and  proper 
manner,  a  memorial  containing  the  grounds  of 
dispute  between  this  country  and  France,  and 
were  waiting  an  answer,  which,  if  they  did  not 
receive  in  a  few  days,  they  meant  to  apply  for 
passports  to  come  away.  The  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  supposes,  because  our  Commis- 
sioners are  yet  in  Paris,  that  they  are  prevented 
by  the  Gbvernment  from  coming  away ;  he,  on 
the  contrary,  supposed  that  their  remaining  there 
was  a  favorable  circumstance,  and  showed  that 
they  had  some  hopes  of  yet  accomplishing  the  ob- 
ject of  their  mission. 

Mr.  C.  asked  wjiat  possible  good  could  be  de- 
rived to  the  country  by  referring  these  resolutions 
immediately  ?  Wonld  the  doing  of  this  five  pro- 
tection to  our  Commissioners  ?  Or  would  it  pre- 
serve our  vessels  from  capture  ?  It  could  have 
no  such  effect.  But  the  House  are  told  that  one 
of  our  ships  of  .war  has  dropped  down  the  Dela- 
ware, and  that,  in  the  course  of  a  few  weeks,  oth- 
ers will  be  ready.  Let  us,  then,  said  Mr.  C,  wait 
those  few  weeks,  before  we  act  upon  these  reso- 
lutions, and  not  nurry  on  to  a  situation  of  things 
which  will  require  forty  times  the  vessels  we  have 
got,  and  which  will  effectually  frustrate  any  treatf 
which  our  Commissioners  may  possibly  be  making 
with  the  French  Government  We  must,  then, 
expect  to  meet  all  the  injuries  which  enragea 
France  can  commit  upon  us. 

Mr.  C.  trusted  gentlemen  would  reflect  a  Kttle 
before  they  resolve  upon  the  present  measnre.  He 
hoped  the  motion  or  his  fViend  from  Kentucky 
would  prevail,  and  if  the  information  which  should 
next  be  received  from  our  Commissioners  should 
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be  such  as  to  cast  all  hopes  of  peace  from  our  yiew, 
there  would  then  be  unanimity  in  that  House  for 
prosecuting  the  ■  most  spirited  measures  which 
could  be  proposed.  No  division  would  then  be 
seen.  Every  member  would  resolve  to  support 
the  dignity  of  the  country ;  as  he  supposed  it  was 
the  intention  of  all  to  die  upon  the  soil  on  which 
they  now  live ;  and  that,  for  the  protection  of  that 
soil,  each,  he  hoped,  would  willingly  shed  all  the 
blood  which  encircles  his  heart. 

Mr.  SiTGREAVES  said^if  he  Understood  the  reason 
assigned  in  favor  of  this  motion,  (and  it  was  the 
only  reason  which  he  had  heard,)  it  was,  that  it 
-would  be  improper  to  act  in  the  way  proposed, 
whilst  our  mission  in  France  shall  be  pending  an^ 
undetermined.  He  understood  gentlemen  to  in- 
sinuate a  belief  that,  whilst  this  mission  remained 
undetermined,  it  would  be  an  outrage  on  the 
laws  and  usages  of  nations  to  adopt  the  resolu- 
tions which  he  had  proposed  to  the  House. 

On  this  subject,  Mr.  S.  believed^  there  could  be 
no  sort  of  quejstion.  It  is  a  principle  as  well  set- 
tled as  any  in  the  law  of  nations,  tnat  when  a  na- 
tion has  received  aggressions  from  another  na- 
tion, it  is  competent  for  the  injured  country  to 
pursue  its  remedy  by  reprisal  before  a  declaration 
of  war  takes  place,  and  these  reprisals  shall  be 
perfectly  warrantable,  whilst  they  are  commen- 
surate with  the  injuries  received,  and  are  not,  un- 
der such  circumstances,  justifiable  cause  of  war. 
It  is  even  clear  that  these  reprisals  may  be  made 
during  the  pendency  of  a  negotiation,  and  cannot, 
according  to  the  law  of  nations,  be  a  justifiable 
ground  for  the  rupture  of  any  such  negotiation. 

He  believed,  therefore,  that  upon  this  subject, 
there  could  be  no  doubt  as  to  the  right  of  adopt- 
ing these  resolutions.  For,  let  it  be  remembered, 
they  are  not  calculated  to  authorize  general  let- 
ters of  marque  or  reprisal,  which  would  induce  in- 
discriminate attack  on  all  vessels  belonging  to  the 
French  Republic,  wherever  found.  The  right  of 
capture  is  proposed  to  be  limited  to  cruisers  of  the 
French  Republic,  who  may  be  found  on  our  coast, 
or  in  cases  where  they  may  have  actually  attack- 
ed vessels  of  the  United  States,  for  the  purpose  of 
search  or  seizure — measures  of  strict  oefence 
which  are  essential  to  the  present  situation  of  our 
country,  and  by  no  means  of  an  offensive  nature ; 
it  is  not  a  course  of  general  reprisal,  but  of  special 
reprisal,  authorized  by  the  law  of  nations,  which 
does  not  amount  to  a  cause  of  war,  nor  of  the 
rupture  of  any  negotiation  now  pending.  He  felt 
confident,  therefore,  that,  on  the  ground  of  strict 
right,  no  objection  could  be  made  to  this  measure, 
and  he  did  not  expect  to  have  met  with  any  diffi- 
culties of  this  kind.  On  the  question  of  expedi- 
ency, gentlemen  may  differ ;  but  he  did  not  sus- 
pnect  they  could  have  differed  on  the  question  of 
right.  As  to  the  question  of  expediency,  he  would 
ask  his  friend  from  Kentucky,  what  he  had  seen 
in  the  experience  of  the  past  or  present  situation 
of  this  country  and  France,  to  induce  him  for  a 
moment  to  wish  a  postponement  of  the  question  ? 
Is  there  anything  in  all  our  experience  with  the 
French  Republic,  since  the  commencement  of 
our  dispute,  which  can  lead  us  to  hope  that  we 


shall  gain  anything  by  forbearance,  by  sub- 
mission and  acquiescence  in  all  the  injuries  we 
are  daily  receiving  from  her?  Certamly  not. 
Webave  been  practising  this  system  of  forbearance 
from  the  earliest  period  of  her  aggressions  until 
the  present.  Nothing  else  has  been  heard,  and 
what  has  it  product  but  accumulated  injury? 
Has  this  spirit  of  forbearance  done  any  good? 
Has  it  produced  the  repeal  of  a  single  decree,  or  a 
relaxation  in  its  execution  ?  On  me  contrary,  so 
far  as  appearances  will  warrant  an  opinion,  we 
have  some  reason  to  believe  that  a  spirit  wnieh 
should  show  an  intention  to  resist  repeated  insult 
and  injury,  is  the  only  kind  of  spirit  which  could 
produce  any  good  effect  in  France. 

He  would  not  express  an  opinion  on  the  au- 
thenticity of  the  late  accounts  from  Europe,  which 
represent  our  Envoys  to  have  been  received,  and 
to  have  had  several  conferences  on  the  subject  of 
their  mission,  with  the  Minister  for  Foreign  Af- 
tfairs;  but,  if  they  are  entitled  to  any  belief,  they 
prove,  demonstrably  to  his  mind^  that  the  Frencn 
nation  is  not  willing  to  drive  this  country  to  ex- 
tremities, but  that  they  desire,  by  any  means,  co 
protract  our  present  state  of  supense,  and  to  ayert 
that  decision  which  must  necessarily  result  from 
an  absolute  rupture  of  the  negotiation.  On  account 
of  the  spirit  ot  forbearance  which  has  been  shown 
by  this  country,  the  French  have  been  encouraged 
to  make  the  most  unjust  and  extravagant  demands 
of  our  Commissioners,  but  they  have  resisted  these 
demands  with  becoming  spirit.  They  have  said. 
if  these  demands  were  persisted  in,  they  would 
demand  passports  and  return  home.  What  has 
been  the  consequence  ?  If  the  reports  now  in  cir* 
culation  are  true^  they  prove  tnat  the  French 
have  not  been  willing  to  grant  them  passports, 
but,  rather  than  drive  us.  into  extremities,  to  relax 
from  their  demands,  and.  if  our  mission  exists  at 
all,  it  must  be  on  a  dinerent  basis  from  that  on 
which  it  heretofore  rested.  It  will  be  proper, 
therefore,  to  give  up  that  spirit  of  forbearance 
which  has  hitherto  characterized  our  proceed- 
ings, and  prosecute,  by  all  the  ways  permitted  by 
the  laws  of  nations,  measures  of  aefence  both  by 
sea  and  land. 

It  had  been  said,  that  the  proposed  delay  could 
do  no  injury.  He  believed  it  might ;  and  be  was 
sure  it  could  do  no  good.  The  delay  of  a  few 
days  would  not  be  likely  to  produce  any  more  fa- 
vorable accounts  from  France,  nor  to  afford  evi" 
dence  of  that  state  of  things  which  would  enable 
us  to  act  with  decision ;  such  as  a  declaration  of 
war,  or  the  departure  of  our  Enroys  from 
France. 

It  was  said,  the  public  armed  force  would  not 
be  ready  to  put  to  sea  before  the  time  to  which 
this  question  is  proposed  to  be  postponed;  Imt 
these  resolutions  relate  to  private  armed  vessels 
as  well  as  public  vessels.  And  if  it  be  ad- 
mitted that  the  public  armed  ships  may,  in 
the  course  of  two  or  three  weeks,  be  equipped 
for  sea,  it  is  not  to  be  expected,  according  to 
the  usual  discussions  given  to  important  bills, 
that  if  the  resolutions  were  now  referred  the 
bill  would  be  passed  before  the  instructions  ve 
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wanted ;  and  if  the  question  should  be  postponed 
as  proposed,  the  vessels  would  have  to  wait  for 
instructions  two  or  three  weeks  after  thev  are 
read^  to  sail.  One  of  these  vessels  is  indeea  now 
waiting  only  for  instructions.  And  he  asked  what 
instructions  could  the  President  give,  under  our 
present  circumstances,  until  further  authority  was 
vested,  in  him  by  Congress?  If  he  employed 
them  as  convoys,  our  coast  would  be  left  unpro- 
tected. And  if  they  remained  on  the  coasts  what 
could  they  do  ?  They  cannot  attack  a  French 
cruiser,  or  drive  a  picaroon  away.  They  could 
only  resist  attacks  made  on  the  vessels  of  the 
United  States.  A  French  cruiser  might  even 
sail  in  company  with  our  armed  vessels,  and  if  an 
American  merchant  ship  should  heave  in  sieht, 
might  seek  his  opportunity  to  capture  her,  when 
beyond  the  immediate  protection  of  our  armed 
vessels,  and  they  could  not  have  the  power  to  re- 
take the  prize  thus  taken  almost  within  their  view. 
They  could  afford  no  protection  to  any  vessel, 
except  she  was  attacked  in  their  presence.  But 
if  our  armed  vessels  received  the  instructions 
which  he  proposed  to  give  them,  the  French  cruis- 
ers would  be  afraid  of  being  seen  by  them,  and 
two  or  three  ships,  like  the  Ganges,  would  scour 
the  coast  of  nine-tenths  of  the  privateers  which 
now  infest  it.  But  if  they  must  go  out  without 
these  instructions,  ail  the  picaroons  and  cruisers 
would  have  to  do.  would  be  to  take  care  not  to 
attack  any  vessel  in  their  view.  He  believed 
this  was  not  a  state  of  things  to  which  this 
country  ought  to  submit,  or  to  which  she 
would  submit;  for  whatever  may  be  the  reluct- 
ance shown  in  this  House  to  ^o  into  this  meas- 
ure, there  is  no  such  reluctance  in  the  great  mass 
of  the  American  people.  He  was  persuaded  they 
impatiently  expect  Grovernment  to  defend  the 
honor  and  protect  the  property  of  the  country. 
Their  wishes  and  determinations  far  outstrip  sul 
that  Congress  propose  to  do.  He  believed  that  a 
division,  such  as  is  in  this  House,  could  not  be 
found  in  any  part  of  the  Union.  He  did  not  be- 
lieve that  a  meeting  of  the  same  number  of  per- 
sons could  be  called  together  in  any  part  of  the 
United  States,  from  New  Hampshire  to  Georgia, 
where  such  a  division  as  is  found  in  this  House 
could  take  place.  He  believed  the  addresses 
which  had  been  received  from  all  parts  of  the 
Union  incontestably  prove  this  fact.  The  people 
are  tired  of  the  injuries  which  have  been  heaped 
upon  us,  and  are  impatient  to  prevent  a  repetition 
ol  them ;  and,  so  far  as  it  can  be  done  consistently 
with  the  law  of  nations,  it  has  become  a  solemn 
duty  to  do  it. 

It  ought  to  be  the  pride  of  America,  that  she 
has  confined  all  her  measures  of  defence  to  the 
established  rules  of  the  law  of  nations,  and  he 
wished  to  continue  to  govern  our  conduct  by  the 
same  rule,  and  therefore  instead  of  making  a 
declaration  of  war,  about  which  gentlemen  make 
such  a  rout,  or  of  authorizing  general  reprisals 
against  France,  which  would  have  been  impru- 
dent whilst  our  Conunissioners  are  in  Paris,  spe- 
cific reprisals  authorized  by  the  law  of  nations, 
are  only  proposed  to  be  pursued ;  a  regulation 


which  he  believed  was  loudly  called  for  by  the 
situation  of  the  country,  but  which  was  very  dif- 
ferent from  general  reprisals,  or  a  declaration  of 
war.  For  himself,  however,  he  had  no  hesitation 
to  say,  that  he  regretted  that  thiere  were  any  cir- 
cumstances in  our  situation  which  obliged  us  to 
confine  our  measures  to  the  specific  reprisals  pro* 
posed.  If  it  were  known  either  that  our  Envoys 
had  left  the  territory  of  France,  or  were  retained, 
in  that  country  against  their  will,  or  if  it  could  in 
any  way  be  ascertained  that  the  mission  was  at 
an  end,  he  ^ve  it  as  his  opinion  that  the  honor, 
dignity,  and  interest  of  this  country,  require  that 
we  should  make  war  upon  the  French  Republic, 
ahd  tie  believed  it  would  be  the  duty  of  Congress 
to  declare  it. 

Mr.  S.  concluded  by  observing  that  all  the  ob- 
jections which  had  been  made,  and  which  he  had 
encountered,  did  not  strictly  apply  to  the  ques- 
tion before  the  House ;  which  was  on  the  refer- 
ence of  these  resolutions  to  a  committee  and  not 
on  their  adoption.  As  he  had  moved  the  resolu- 
tions it  could  not  be  doubted  that  for  himself  he 
was  ready  to  pass  upon  them  immediately.  But 
as  he  did  not  desire  to  hasten  the  adoption  of  any 
important  measure,  without  proper  and  matuie 
deliberation,  he  had  confined  himself  to  brings 
ing  the  subject  before  the  House,  and  to  moving 
that  the  resolutions  should  go  to  the  Committee  on. 
the  Protection  of  Commerce  and  the  Defence  of 
the  Country,  to  be  reported  upon  by  them,  by  bill, 
or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Venable  observed,  that  it  was  a  little  ex- 
traordinary that  the  mover  of  these  resolutions 
should  insist  upon  their  being  conformable  to  the 
laws  of  nations,  and  that  he  should  at  the  same 
time  allow  that  the  President  of  the  United  States 
cannot  give  these  instructions,  except  authorized 
by  law  to  do  so,  though  it  must  be  allowed  he  has 
a  right  to  give  whatever  instructions  are  author- 
ized by  the  laws  of  nations.  Mr.  V.  recollected 
that  when  the  subject  of  providing  these  vessels 
was  under  debate,  it  was  objected  against  them, 
that  their  usefulness  would  be  very  limited,  ex- 
cept we  got  into  war;  but  that  gentleman  and 
others,  at  that  time,  said  they  could  do  many 
things,  and  be  of  great  service,  though  he  now 
confesses  they- can  be  of  no  use,  without  the  in- 
structions which  he  proposes  to  be  given  to  them. 
But  the  same  law  which  would  authorize  these 
vessels  to  act  in  the  way  proposed,  would  involve 
the  country  in  war,  for  it  goes  to  authorize  our 
public  and  private  armed  vessels  to  attack  any 
armed  vessel  which  shall  attempt  to  search  any 
of  our  merchant  vessels,  though  they  are  author- 
ized to  do  so  by  the  laws  of  nations,  so  that  such 
a  power  is  neither  more  nor  less  than  war.  And 
Mr.  V.  asked  if  the  power  proposed  to  be  given  to 
public  and  private  armed  vessels  to  retake  any  of 
our  vessels  which  have  been  captured,  be  con- 
formable to  the  laws  of  nations  ?  It  is  not,  but 
directly  contrary.  And  the  power  to  take  and  de- 
stroy all  armed  French  cruisers  which  may  be 
found  on  the  coast,  though  vesseb  of  all  nationt 
have  a  right  not  only  to  come  upon  our  coast,  but 
into  our  ports  and  harbors,  is  certamly  an  act  of  war. 
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Gentlemen  haye  pretended,  from  time  to  time. 
to  say,  they  were  not  ready  to  make  war,  but  the 
gentleman  last  up  declares  he  is  ready.  If  we  are 
to  have  war,  he  wished  members  mieht  no  lopger 
amuse  themselves  with  the  hopes  ot  peace.  He 
wbhed  the  people  of  the  United  States  to  be  un- 
deceived in  this  respect.  Every  step  which  had 
been  proposed  for  some  time  past,  had  progressed 
towards  this  event ;  and  this  measure  seems  to 
jmt  it  out  of  all  doubt.  He  wished,  therefore,  it 
/might  be  considered  as  a  war  measure. 

The  gentleman  last  up  had  spoken  very  decid- 
^ly  as  to  the  sentiments  of  the  people  of  the 
Waited  States.  He  might  have,  Mr.  V.  said,  bet- 
tar  information  on  this  subject  than  he  had,  but 
he  believed  the  people  were  as  much  divided  as 
the  members  of  this  House,  on  the  subject  of 
war. 

If  gentlemen  are  determined  to  go  to  war  at  all 
events,  he  wished  it  to  be  so  understood,  that  Con- 
gress might  go  into  measures  calculated  to  meet 
such  a  state.  Because  we  have  a  single  ship 
ready  to  sail,  the  gentleman  seems  to  think  we 
are  ready  to  go  to  war.  As  if  a  vessel  or  two 
would  be  able  to  cover  our  whole  coast,  and  to 
cot  up  all  the  armed  force  which  might  come 
against  us !  Ifevery  member  in  the  House  could 
be  got  to  vote  for  these  resolutions,  it  would,  in 
hk  opinion,  be  very  improper  to  pass  them  at 
present,  as  the  doing  so  would  lay  the  whole  of 
ovr  commerce  prostrate.  Our  coasting  trade  is  as 
yet  untouched,  yet  gentlemen  are  willing  to  ex- 
pose the  whole,  though  they  have  only  one  ship 
ready  to  protect  it.  He  hoped  the  proposed  post- 
ponement would  take  place. 

Mr.  R.  Williams  said,  it  was  on  all  hands  ac- 
knowledged, when  the  subject  of  the  naval  ar- 
mament was  under  consideration,  that  the  Presi- 
dent had  power  to  employ  them  in  any  manner 
authorized  by  the  laws  of  nations.  So  that  if  the 
directions  proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania ror  the  commanders  of  our  vessels  be 
within  the  law  of  nations,  the  President  has  pow- 
er to  give  them,  without  any  law  being  passed 
for  the  purpose.  But  he  conceived  these  resolu- 
tions to  go  much  farther  than  is  warranted  by  the 
laws  of  nations ;  he  considered  them  as  nothing 
short  of  a  declaration  of  war. 

The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  (Mr. 
Harper)  has  told  the  committee  that  the  situa- 
tion of  this  country  is  by  no  means  doubtful,  and 
told  them  what  he  is  willing  to  do.  But  if  sen- 
tlemen  are  ready  to  declare  war,  why  do  tnev 
propose  measures  which  they  say  only  go  half 
way.  If  a  proposition  for  war  was  made  in  a  di- 
rect manner,  every  member  could  then  understand 
it  But  he  was  inclined  to  doubt  the  correctness 
of  the  opinion  of  the  gentleman  from  South  Car- 
olina as  to  the  state  of  the  country,  as  he  had  told 
the  House  the  same  thing  last  Spring,  when  he 
was  as  prepared,  as  he  seems  now  to  be,  to  plunge 
the  country  in  war.  He  was  himself  then,  as  he 
c<Hi tinned  to  be,  opposed  to  any  measures  which 
should  produce  war,  until  war  was  unavoidable ; 
and  he  believed  few  persons  would  be  found  to 
say  that  the  eountry  )iad  not  been  in  a  much  hap- 


pier situation  (for  produce  never  sold  higher  than 
it  had  done  for  the  last  year)  than  if  we  had  been 
in  war  ;  our  revenue  having  increased,  and  things 
in  jzeneral  gone  well. 

But,  it  was  said^  that  out  Commissioners  were 
evidently  of  opinion  that  nothing  could  be  done 
by  way  of  negotiation.  He  himself  thought  the 
despatches  would  convey  no  such  idea.  On  the 
31st  of  January,  our  Commissioners  presented  a 
memorial  to  the  French  Government,  and  propos- 
ed to  wait  a  reasonable  time  for  an  answer,  which 
if  they  did  not  receive  they  proposed  to  apply  for 
passports  to  come  awajr ;  and  as^  b^  late  accounts, 
we  nod  they  still  remain  at  Paris,  it  is  rational  to 
suppose  they  have  some  hope  of  the  negotiations 
having  a  favorable  issue.  For  it  could  not  be  sup- 
posed they  would  be  so  regardless  of  the  interest 
of  the  country,  as  to  remain  longer  there  than  they 
entertained  hopes  of  being  of  service. 

But  it  was  frequently  asserted  that  France  has 
made  enormous  and  disgraceful  demands  upon 
this  country.  Whatever  the  demands  were  which 
certain  persons  made  upon  our  Commissioners,  we 
know  they  were  not  made  in  an  authorized  man- 
ner, nor  do  we  know  that  the  Government  was  at 
all  acquainted  with  the  transaction.  We  know 
that  they  were  made  by  unofficial  characters,  and 
the  last  we  heard  from  our  Commissioners  was, 
that  they  would  not  listen  to  them  any  more.  It 
appeared  to  him  that,  at  this  time,  as  we  do  not 
know  the  situation  of  the  negotiation,  it  would  be 
extremely  impolitic  to  enter  into  a  measure  like 
the  present.  He  wished  the  decision  upon  this 
resolution  to  be  postponed,  until  we  heard  some- 
thing more  from  France.  He  believed,  with  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  that  there  was  no 
great  division  in  the  country  on  the  question  of  a 
peace  or  war ;  but  he  differed  from  him  wholly  as 
to  the  desire  of  the  people  on  this  subject.  He 
believed  they  very  generally  desire  peace,  and  not 
war.  And  he  believed  this  was  clear  nrom  the 
addresses  to  which  the  gentleman  referred;  for 
though  they  approve  of  the  conduct  of  the  Presi- 
dent, what  is  it  for?  For  endeavoring  to  pre- 
serve peace  with  the  French  Republic,  and  they 
generally  contain  expressions  deprecating  the  hor- 
rors of  war. 

Besides,  if  these  resolutions  were  proper  now, 
why  were  they  not  brought  forward  immediately 
after  the  late  despatches  were  received?  Why 
were  they  hidden  till  this  time ;  and  when  reports 
are  in  circulation  that  our  Envoys  are  in  the  way 
of  accomplishing  their  object,  are  they  brought 
forward  ?  It  seemed  as  if  gentlemen  were  appre- 
hensive that  something  should  be  agreed  upon, 
and  they  were  determined  to  frustrate  any  settle- 
ment which  might  be  on  foot. 

The  matter  of  right,  to  do  what  was  proposed, 
could  not  be  disputed.  He  believed  we  hsd  not 
only  been  sufficiently  injured  by  France,  but  bv 
another  nation,  to  warrant  an^  measure  whicn 
policy  might  dictate.  The  question  of  expediency 
was  the  thing  to  be  considered ;  and,  as  he  could 
not  yet  give  up  the  hope  of  an  accommodation, 
he  was  decidedly  in  favor  of  the  postponement. 

Mr.  W.  concluded,  by  requesting  gentlemen  to 
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consider  whether,  if  by  a  measure  of  this  kind  the 
mission  now  in  France,  which  would  otherwise 
haye  been  successful,  and  preserved  the  country  in 
peace,  should  be  broken  off  and  produce  a  war, 
now  they  could  reconcile  their  conduct  to  their 
constituents  ?  If  he  were  to  vote  for  such  a  mea- 
sure, he  could  not  do  it.  Were  he  convinced  no 
hope  remained  of  the  negotiations  succeeding,  and 
that  the  Frencti  were  determined  on  war,  a  mea- 
sure of  this  kind,  or  much  stronger,  would  be 
gone  into  without  any  division.  When  no  hope 
of  preserving  peace  remained,  there  would  be  but 
one  voice  in  that  House ;  but  so  lonff  as  that  hope 
remained,  it  might  be  expected  that  those  who  are 
anxious  to  preserve  that  state  of  things  for  their 
eouDtry,  would  oppose  every  measure,  whose  ob- 
ject and  tendency  is  war. 

Mr.  Gallatin  observed,  the  question  was  not 
now  whether  it  would  be  proper  to  adopt  these 
resolutions  or  not,  but  whether,  under  our  present 
circumstances,  they  contain  principles  which  form 
at  present  a  proper  subject-matter  of  discussion. 
The  gentleman  who  moved  the  postponement 
stated  that,  so  lonff  as  our  negotiation  in  France 
was  not  concluded,  the  discussion  was  improper. 
His  colleague,  (Mr.  Sitoreavbs,)  on  the  other 
hand,  had  msisted  upon  the  fight  we  had  to  pass 
these  resolutions,  that  they  are  consistent  with  the 
laws  of  nations  to  be  adopted  in  a  state  of  peace, 
and  would  not,  therefore,  produce  a  rupture  in  our 
Beffotiation. 

The  first  position,  as  to  our  ri^ht,  Mr.  G.  said, 
ke  should  not  deny ;  but,  when  his  colleague  says 
resolutions  like  these -are  consistent  with  a  state  of 
peace,  and  not  tantamount  to  war,  that  they  are 
special  letters  of  marque  and  reprisal,  authorized 
by  the  laws  of  nations,  his  ideas  are  unfounded. 
The  resolutions  upon  the  table  have  nothing  to  do 
with  letters  of  marque.  It  is  true,  they  are  not  a 
declaration  of  war  ;  but  they  go  to  the  making  of 
partial  war.  Was  it  ever  heard  that  letters  of 
marque  were  given  to  public  vessels  1  They  are 
given  to  private  vessels  alone ;  specific  letters  of 
marque  are  sometimes  given  in  time  of  peace  to 
an  individual,  in  order  to  indemnify  him  for  a 
specific  injury.  But  general  letters  of  marque  and 
reprisal  have  not  for  a  century  been  granted,  ex- 
cept in  a  state  of  declared  or  aciuaf  war.  But 
these  resolutions  are  neither  general  nor  .specific 
letters  of  marque.  They  are  instructicms  to  our 
public  vessels  to  make  war.  They  do  not  say  to 
the  commanders  of  our  vessels.  "  you  shall  make 
war  in  all  cases,"  but  they  autnorize  certain  acts 
of  war.  His  idea  of  these  resolutions,  was,  there- 
fore, that  they  are  instructions  to  make  a  partial 
war ;  and  when  one  nation  makes  partial  war  upon 
another,  nobodv  could  doubt  but  it  was  war. 

Mr.  G.  said,  he  would  not  speak  of  these  resolu- 
tions as  leading  to  war ;  for  though  they  are  not 
ft  declaration  of  war,  they  are  tantamount  to  it. 
It  might  be  proper  for  us  to  make  a  kind  of  par- 
tial war,  in  preterence  to  a  general  war,  in  order 
to  throw  the  blame  of  declaring  war  upon  our  en- 
emy. He  did  not  object  to  the  resolutions,  there- 
fbre,  because  they  make  a  partial,  instead  of  a 
general  war,  but  because  they  are  inconsistent  at 


present  with  the  state  of  peace  in  which  it  is  in- 
sisted we  still  continue,  and  with  the  negotiations 
which  are  not  yet  finally  terminated. 

What  reasons,  said  Mr.  G.,  are  given  for  enter- 
ing into  these  resolutions  at  this  time  ?  Either 
that  France  is  making  war  against  us.  or  that  no 
hopes  remain  of  our  negotiation  terminating  fa- 
vorably. 

France  is  certainly  doing,  and  had  long  done, 
acts  which  would  authorize  us  in  making  war 
upon  her.  The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina 
says,  she  takes  our  vessels  under  everv  possible 
circumstance,  and  so  on.  Mr.  G.  said,  ne  did  not 
mean  to  dispute  anything:  which  he  had  said  in 
this  respect.  He  was  willing  to  grant,  because  it 
was  not  material  in  the  present  discussion,  that 
France  has  taken  all  our  vessels,  wherever  she 
could  find  them.  But,  he  woula  ask,  whether, 
after  the  despatches  of  our  Commissioners,  the 
House  did  not  determine  to  take  a  certain  stand, 
and  to  adopt  certain  measures  ?  What  were  they  1 
They  were  to  make  defensive  preparations  oy 
land  ;  to  finish  and  equip  for  sea  our  three  frigates; 
to  provide  twelve  vessels  and  a  number  of  galleys 
for  the  protection  of  our  commerce  and  coast,  to 
be  emjuoyed  according  to  the  discretion  of  the 
President.  It  was  then  said,  he  might  use  them  in 
conformity  to  the  situation  of  our  country.  He 
did  not  mean  to  dispute  that  position.  He  would 
also  take  it  for  granted  that  the  President  had  the 
right  to  employ  these  vessels  for  the  protection  of 
our  trade,  on  the  coast,  and  as  convoys.  He  was 
himself  opposed  to  their  being  used  as  convoys  in 
time  of  n^ce.  His  opinion  was,  that  armed  ves-^ 
sels  could  be  of  little  use  as  convoys  in  time  of 
peace ;  but  to  employ  these  vessels  effectually, 
would  be  to  scour  the  coast  of  the  privateers  and 
picaroons  which  infest  it  He  concurred  in  opin*- 
lon  with  gentlemen  that  this  was  the  only  efllect'^ 
ual  way  in  which  our  vessels  could  be  employed ; 
but  the  House  then  conceived  that  thus  toemj^oy 
them  would  be  to  make  war,  and,  therefore,  they 
were  left  to  be  employed  by  the  President  accord* 
ing  to  the  state  of  the  country  at  the  time. 

Mr.  G.  wished  to  know  what  change  had  taken 
place  in  the  situation  of  the  country  since  the  pe* 
riod  at  which  the  despatches  were  communicated? 
He  knew  of  none.  Why,  then,  are  these  resolo* 
tions  now  brought  before  the  House?  If  these  in* 
structions  are  proper  to  be  given  now,  they  were 
equally  proper  at  the  time  when  the  despatches 
were  received.  The  last  information  we  have 
from  our  Commissioners  says,  that  they  have  ad- 
dressed a  memorial  to  Government,  and  if  it  be 
not  shortly  answered,  they  shall  demand  their 
passports.  Yet  gentlemen  are  now  desirous  of 
changing  our  present  situation,  though  it  is  really 
in  no  respect  different  from  what  it  was  at  the 
time  our  first  despatches  were  received.  What 
was  the  ground  taken  jit  that  time  ?  It  was  this : 
It  was  thought  to  be  extremely  doubtful  that  our 
negotiation  would  succeed,  and  that,  therefore,  it 
was  proper  to  put  the  country  into  a  state  of 
defence  for  war,  but  to  wait  the  event  of  the 
negotiation,  before  war  was  either  declared  or 
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When  gentlemen  wish  the  resolutions  upon  the 
table  to  be  adopted,  they  must  do  it  from  an  idea 
that  a  chaD^e  has  taken  place  in  our  situation 
which  has  dmiinished  our  hopes  of  accommoda- 
tion. Let  us,  said  Mr.  G.,  eyen  grant  that^  and 
that  there  is  now  less  hope  of  our  negotiation 
succeedixig  than  heretofore,  yet  it  is  not  less  a  fact 
that  our  Commissioners  have  not  yet  left  Paris. 
As  to  the  reports  which  have  been  alluded  to  as 
to  their  havmg  been  siDce  received,  or  the  con- 
trary, he  meant  to  take  do  notice  or  them.  He 
presumed  the  House  knew  nothing  of  what  had 
taken  place  since  the  date  of  the  last  despatches. 
But  if  he  were  to  draw  any  inference  from  what 
he  had  heard  and  saw  on  the  subject,  it  would  be, 
that  the  negotiation  is  going  on,  though  the  fact 
might  be  otherwise.  But  while  the  fact  is  doubt- 
ful, what  is  the  motion  before  the  House  ?  It  is 
not  to  reject  the  resolutions,  but  to  postpone  the 
consideration  of  them  until  the  doubt  is  removed. 
And  could  it  be  proper,  while  doubts  exist  as  to 
the  fate  of  our  negotiation,  and  when  every  day 
may  be  expected  to  remove  the  uncertainty,  to 
adopt  resolutions  of  this  kind  1  Besides,  what 
disadvantage  would  arise  to  the  United  States 
from  a  postponement  of  these  resolutions  for  a 
fortnight?  Was  it  bNecause  his  colleague  had 
yesterday  laid  these  resolutions  upon  the  table, 
that  it  had  become  all  at  once  so  important  to 
adopt  them  ?  If  the  measure  was  so  very  neces- 
sary, how  happened  it  that  the  committee  ap- 
pointed on  the  subject  of  the  protection  of  com- 
merce and  the  defence  of  the  country,  had  not 
recommended  the  measure?  He  himself  could 
see  no  inconvenience  which  could  arise  from  the 
proposed  delay. 

On  the  other  hand,  what  may  be  the  conse- 

?uence  of  going  immediately  into  the  measure? 
t  may  be  a  very  serious  one.  It  may  involve  the 
country  in  a  war,  which  the  dela^  may  prevent. 
Grentlemen  say  a  favorable  result  is  not  to  be  ex- 
pected. He  owned  his  hopes  were  slender,  but 
while  there  exists  a  nossibility  of  their  being  real- 
ized, he  was  not  willing  to  abandon  them ;  and, 
more  especially,  when  no  inconvenience  could 
arise  from  the  postponement  which  is  desired. 

The  distinction  which  his  colleague  had  made 
between  war  and  these  half- war  measures,  is  per- 
fectly fallacious.  That  gentleman  had  said,  he 
was  ready  to  declare  war,  and  he  well  knows  that 
this  is  only  a  substitute  for  a  declaration  of  war. 
History  confirms  this  idea.  The  last  war  between 
Great  Britain  and  France  was  carried  on  for  two 
years  before  a  declaration  took  place.  In  the  wir 
of  1755,  war  was  not  declared  for  three  or  four 
years  after  letters  of  marque  were  granted  to 
seize  all  the  vessels  of  the  enemy.  He  knew  a 
distinction  might  be  found  in  the  laws  of  nations, 
as  to  the  practice  of  the  last  century,  but  what  is 
said  on  that  subject  is  no^  altogether  null  and 
void  from  the  practice  of  the  present  century. 
And  the  laws  of  nations  are  made  up  of  nothing 
more  than  what  is  the  general  practice  of  differ- 
ent nations,  and  as  that  practice  changes,  so  does 
the  law  of  nations.  But  suppose  letters  of  marque 
and  reprisal  could  possibly  be  considered  as  con- 


sistent with  a  state  of  peace  by  the  laws  of  na- 
tions when  granted  to  private  vesseb  in  our  situa- 
tion, it  certainly  cannot  be  allowed  that  instruc- 
tions to  public  armed  vessels  fall  within  that 
description. 

A  motion  was  made  to  adjourn,  so  the  House 
adjourned  without  taking  the  question. 

Thursday,  May  24. 
INSTRUCTIONS  TO  ARMED  VESSELS. 
The  House  resumed  the  discussion  of  Mr.  Sit- 
GRBAVEs's  resolutions  for  instructing  the  com- 
manders of  our  public  and  private  armed  vessels ; 
and  the  motion  for  a  postponement  of  the  consi* 
deration  of  these  resolutions  until  the  second 
Tuesday  in  June,  being  again  under  consideration, 
after  a  few  word^  against  the  motion  by  Mr. 
Hartley,  the  question  was  put  and  negatived — 
43  to  37.  The  question  then  turned  upon  a  refer- 
ence of  them  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
which  was  negatived,  there  being  only  22  votes 
for  it.  The  resolutions  were  then  referred,  agreea- 
bly to  the  original  proposition  of  the  mover,  to  the 
Committee  for  the  Protection  of  Commerce  and 
the  Defence  of  the  Country,  to  report  by  biU  or 
otherwise.  The  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the  fur- 
ther protection  of  the  commerce  and  coasts  of  the 
United  States,  was  referred  to  the  same  commit- 
tee. The  House  spent  the  remainder  of  the  sit- 
ting on  a  bill  providing  for  the  more  effectual  col- 
lection of  certain  internal  revenues  of  the  United 
States,  which  was  finally  agreed  to,  and  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading  to-morrow. 


Friday,  May  25. 

The  bill  providing  for  a  more  effectual  collec- 
tion of  certain  internal  revenues  of  the  United 
States,  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

Mr.  Harper,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorials  of 
Jonathan  Jackson  and  Abel  Whitney,  reported  a 
bill  to  regulate  the  compensation  of  officers  foi 
collecting  the  internal  revenues  of  the  United 
States,  which  was  twice  read  and  committed  for 
Monday. 

The  House  went  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  bill  supplementary  to  an  act  for  the 
relief  of  persons  imprisoned  for  debt,  which  was 
agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  to- 
morrow. 

IMPRISONMENT  FOR  DEBT. 
The  House  next  went  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  bill  providing  for  the  relief  of  per- 
sons imprisoned  for  debt  due  to  the  United  States; 
when  some  debate  took  place  on  a  question  to 
determine  whether  the  benefit  provided  by  this 
act  should  be  extended  to  persons  imprisoned  on 
mesne  process,  as  well  as  to  those  imprisoned  on 
judgments.  The  motion  moved  by  Mr.  Harper 
to  extend  the  benefit  to  persons  confined  under 
mesne  process  was  negatived— 48  to  29.  The  bill 
was  then  agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  third 
time  to-morrow.  ^  . 
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'  Mr.  SiTOREAVEs  then  proposed  to  the  House  a 
resolQtioD  to  the  following  effect : 

Reaoked,  That  the  Attorney  General  of  the  United 
8tftte«  be  directed  to  prepare  and  report  to  thii  House 
the  plan  of  a  general  law  for  the  relief  of  insoWent 
debConwho  maj  be  imprisoned  by  Tirtae  of  process  out 
of  any  court  of  the  United  States,  and  who  shall  be 
willing  to  make  an  assignment  of  their  estates  and 
efleets  for  the  benefit  of  their  creditors. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  till  to-morrow. 
INSTRUCTIONS  TO  ARMED  VESSELS. 

Mr.  Sewall,  from  the  Committee  for  the  Pro- 
tection of  Commerce  and  the  Defence  of  the  Coun- 
trv,  to  whom  was  referred  Mr.  Sitgreaves's  re- 
smutions  for  instructing  the  commanders  of  our 
public  and  private  armed  vessels,  and  abo  the  bill 
from  the  Senate  for  the  farther  protection  of  the 
commerce  and  coast  of  the  United  States,  report- 
ed it  as  the  opinion  of  that  committee  that  the 
bill  from  the  Senate  ought  to  be  agreed  to  by 
the  House. 

The  report  was  twice  read,  and  ordered  to  be 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

On  the  Speaker's  asking  for  what  day  this  bill 
should  be  made  the  order,  Monday,  to-morrow  and 
t(Hlay,  were  named. 

The  question  was  first  taken  on  Monday,  and 
n^tived— 43  to  37. 

The  question  was  then  put  upon  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Gallatin  hoped  this  bili  would  be  made 
the  order  for  to-morrow,  as  the  bill  had  only  been 
printed  this  morning,  and  the  report  but  this  mo- 
ment made.  It  would  be  a  very  extraordinary 
proceeding  to  make  this  very  important  bill  the 
order  for  this  day. 

Mr.  J.  Williams  said,  this  was  a  very  extraor- 
dinarv  case.  When  we  learn  every  day  that  our 
vessels  are  taken  by  the  French  cruisers,  without 
any  cause  whatever,  it  is  necessary  to  act  with 
decision.  This  day  had  been  spent  on  every 
trifling  business  compared  with  this,  and  he  hoped 
the  House  would  sit  until  this  bill  was  gone 
through. 

Mr.  McDowell  hoped  this  bill  would  be  made 
the  order  for  to-morrow,  as  it  had  only  been  laid 
upon  the  table  this  morning,  and  few  gentlemen 
had  yet  turned  their  attention  to  it.  Asides,  the 
usual  hour  of  adjournment  is  arrived,  and  he 
hoped  gentlemen  would  not  insist  upon  hurrying 
80  important  a  bill  through  the  House  in  this  man- 
ner. The  gentleman  from  New  York  remarked 
that  the  House  had  been  engaged  in  trifling  busi- 
ness all  the  day ;  but,  he  ob^ved  that  gentleman 
sat  very  contentedly  under  the  discussion,  though 
he  now  seems  so  desirous  of  expediting  this  bu- 
siness. 

Mr.  Sbwall  was  impressed  with  the  necessity 
of  passing  this  bill  as  soon  as  possible.  If  the  com- 
mittee had  thought  they  might  with  propriety 
have  taken  time  to  deliberate  upon  this  subject, 
they  would  not  have  made  this  report,  but  have 
taken  into  consideration  the  resolution  which  had 
been  referred  to  them  with  this  bill ;  but  finding 
it  necessary  that  our  armed  vessels  should  receive 
their  instructions  immediatdy,  that  they  may  go 


out  and  take  the  vessels  on  the  coast,  or  drive 
them  ofl*,  they  made  this  report,  intending"  hereafter 
to  report  farther  upon  the  subject.  But  the  present 
measures  they  thought  necessary,  from  the  pecu- 
liarity of  our  present  situation ;  the  dangers  at- 
tending which  the  people  without  seemed  to  be 
fully  persuaded  of.  And  as  this  subject  had  been 
fully  discussed  on  the  resolutions  which  had  been 
before  tlie  House,  he  hoped  the  bill  would  be  im- 
mediately, taken  up;  as  he  wished  to  provide 
without  delay  for  the  defence  of  our  coast  as  far  as 
our  force  would  permit. 

Mr.  Macon  said,  it  was  very  extraordinary 
indeed,  that  gentlemen  should  wish  to  hurry  this ' 
bill  through  the  House  in  the  way  proposed.  It 
appeared  as  if  they  were  afraid  of  any  thing  com- 
ing from  our  Commissioners  before  they  got  the 
country  in  war.  Being  now  the  usual  hour  of 
adjournment,  it  could  not  be  expected  that  if  the 
House  went  into  this  bill,  that  any  debate  could 
take  place.  Indeed  gentlemen  seemed  to  wish  to 
prevent  debate  as  much  as  possible ;  a  few  days 
ago,  they  had  got  a  rule  passed  that  no  person 
should  speak  more  than  once  to  any  question,  and 
now  by  moving  to  go  into  a  Committee  or  the 
Whole,  at  the  hour  of  adjournment,  they  wish  to 
prevent  them  from  speaking  once,  and  tnat  upon 
a  bill  which  will  certainlv  place  the  country  m  a 
state  of  war.  He  thougnt  a  regard  to  decency 
ought  to  prevent  gentlemen  from  pushing  this 
motion. 

Mr.  Lton  called  upon  gentlemen  to  consider 
the  importance  of  this  bill.  He  considered  it  as  a 
declaration  of  war  as  it  now  stands,  and  he  hoped 
time  would  be  given  to  consider  whether  some 
amendment  could  not  be  introduced  into  it,  so  as 
to  prevent  its  being  so  considered.  At  present,  he 
believed,  it  was  directly  in  the  face  of  tne  laws  of 
nations.  He  was  desirous  of  avoiding  war  if  pos- 
sible. His  constituents  also  wished  it.  He  nad 
received  at  least  two  hundred  letters  requesting  him 
to  do  ^11  in  his  power  to  prevent  it.  Indedl,  he 
was  afraid  of  the  consequences  of  war;  he  was 
afraid  it  might  produce  even  a  dissolution  of  the 
present  Governmeot. 

Mr.  Brent  was  proceeding  to  express  his  aston- 
ishment at  the  conduct  of  gentlemen  in  wishing  to 
press  so  important  a  subject  upon  the  House,  while 
members  were  impatient  to  adjourn,  when^ 

Mr.  Sewall  rose  and  withdrew  his  motion,  and 
the  bill  was  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  Harper  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from 
the  Secretary  of  Treas^ury  to  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  on  the  subject  of 
the  land  tax,  which  was  ordered  to  be  printed,  and 
the  House  adjourned. 


Saturday,  May  26. 

The  bill  supplementary  to  an  act  for  the  relief 
of  persons  imprisoned  for  debt,  and  the  bill  for 
providing  relief  for  persons  imprisoned  for  debts 
due  to  the  United  States,  were  read  the  third  time 
and  passed. 
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PROTECTION  OF  COMMERCE. 

Mr.  Sewall  called  for  the  order  of  the  day  on 
the  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the  more  effectual  pro- 
tection of  the  commerce  and  coasts  of  the  United 
States ;  and  the  House  accordingly  resolved  itself 
into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  said  bill, 
Mr.  DfiNT  in  the  Chair.  The  bill  having  been 
read, 

Mr.  Macon  rose  and  observed,  that  he  wished 
to  amend  both  the  bill  and  the  preamble  to  it,  and 
desired  the  Chairman  to  say  which  it  would  be 
in  order  to  move  first.  The  Chairman  having 
answered  that  it  would  be  most  regular  first  to 
amend  the  bill,  and  then  the  preainble  could  be 
made  conformable  to  it  Mr.  Macon  moved  to 
strike  out  the  word  "  sucn,"  in  the  enacting  clause 
(the  effect  of  which  was  to  make  the  instructions 
given  to  the  commanders  of  our  vessels  general 
aeainst  all  cruisers,  as  well  as  a^inst  the  French.) 
His  reason  for  making  the  motion  was,  that  if  this 
bill  must  pass,  it  might  be  general  against  all  nations 
who  commit  depredations  upon  our  commerce, 
for  it  was  a  fact  well  known  that  France  is  not 
the  only  nation  which  does  this.  It  was  his  opin- 
ion, that  before  any  measure  of  this  kind  was 
taken,  weouj^ht  to  know  the  result  of  our  mission 
in  France;  lor,  however  slender  our  expectations 
of  an  accommodation  may  be,  still  those  expecta- 
tions ought  not  to  be  abandoned,  until  we  are  cer- 
tain our  Commissioners  have  left  Paris,  without 
being  able  to  accomplish  their  mission. 

Mr.  M.  believed  it  could  not  be  doubted  by  any 
one  that,  if  we  had  thought  a  state  of  war  prefer- 
able to  tne  state  in  which  we  had  been  placed  for 
some  time  back,  we  had  had  sufficient  provocation 
fVom  more  than  one  nation  to  have  declared  war 
lon^  ago.  Indeed  he  looked  upon  this  bill  as  a 
declaration  of  war  in  substance ;  he  saw  that  this 
was  the  situation  to  which  measures  was  progress- 
ing, but  he  could  not  have  expected  that  gentle- 
men would  have  proposed  a  measure  of  this  kind 
whilst  our  Commissioners  were  yet  in  Paris.  It 
was  his  opinion,  however,  that  disagreeable  as  our 
present  situation  may  be,  it  is  much  preferable  to 
a  state  of  war ;  for,  notwithstanding  all  the  losses 
which  our  merchants  have  sustained,  our  trade  and 
our  revenue  are  continually  increasing. 

In  the  part  of  the  country  from  whence  he  came, 
Mr.  M.  said,  the  price  of  produce  is  now  higher 
than  it  has  been  for  some  time  past.  But,  in  the 
case  of  war,  it  would  fall,  of  course. 

Notwithstanding  all  the  evils  whici)  he  was 
sensible  must  attend  on  a  state  of  war,  when  he 
found  our  Commissioners  had  left  France,  and  no 
hoi>e  of  accommodation  remained,  he  should  dot 
hesitate  to  join  gentlemen  in  any  measures  which 
shall  be  necessary  to  meet  a  state  of  war. 

Mr.  Harper  could  not  help  being  surprised  at 
the  iQOtives  which  the  g^entleman  from  North 
Carolina  said  had  induced  him  to  make  this  mo- 
tkun.  Qentlemcn  had  heretofore  said,  they  were 
unwilling  to  take  any  active  measures  aninst 
France  until  negotiation  was  exhausted.  Now, 
though  they  confess  that  they  have  no  hope  from 
negotiation,  they  are  unwilling  to  do  anything 


against  France  until  our  Commissioners  come 
home.  Yet  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina 
wishes  to  make  this  bill  seneral ;  andj  though  he 
insists  upon  its  being  a  declaration  of  war,  he  4e* 
sires  it  may  not  be  levelled  at  France  only,  but  at 
England  and  Spain,  to  whom  no  remonstrance  for 
their  depredations  has  been  made,  and  with  wbom 
no  attempt  has  been  made  at  negotiation. 

Is  it  not  astonishing  that  men,  who  have  alwmTs 
expressed  themselves  in  favor  of  peace,  should  be 
able  to  get  their  consent  to  arguments  which  giye 
the  lie  to  all  their  declarations — that  they  should 
object  to  a  measure,  because  they  deem  it  a  war 
measure  with  one  nation,  and  still  be  willing  to 
embrace  it  when  it  is  made  to  apply  to  three  na- 
tions? If  gentlemen  are  thus  blinded  by  their 
passions  in  lavor  of  some  nations,  and  against 
others,  he  could  only  deplore  that  blindness.  If, 
with  tneir  eyes  open,  they  can  rush  into  the  mea- 
sure proposed,  and  yet  decline  it  when  confined 
only  to  one  nation,  he  left  it  to  themselves  to  re- 
concile the  inconsistency.  And  yet  these  gentle- 
men are  loading  those  who  wish  to  take  spirited 
measures  of  defence  with  the  most  odious  epi- 
thets, as  heing  friendly  to  war.  He  could  account 
for  this  inconsistency  of  conduct  only  from  the 
violent  antipathies  and  attachments  which  he  had 
already  mentioned,  which  seemed  effectually  to 
blind  gentlemen  as  to  what  respects  the  true  in- 
terests of  their  own  country. 

Mr.  McDowell  said,  the  gendeman  from  Booth 
Carolina  bad  dwelt  much  upon  the  inconsistency 
of  the  present  motion.  He  himself  could  not  see 
any  in  it.  He  had  insinuated  that  the  mover  and 
seconder  of  it  must  be  blinded  by  prejudice  and 
governed  by  passion;  that,  instead  of  going  to 
war  with  one  nation,  it  would  be  going  to  war 
with  three,  and  that  before  we  remonstrate  witk 
them,  or  request  them  to  desist  from  their  prae- 
tices ;  that  we  have  been  attempting  to  get  re- 
dress from  France  for  eighteen  montJis  past  with- 
out effect,  but  that  no  attempt  has  been  made  to 
negotiate  with  England  or  Spain  on  the  subjeet 
of  their  depredations.  In  this  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  was  certainly  mistaken.  He  knew 
we  bad  lately  concluded  a  treaty  with  England, 
which  had  neen  constantly  violated;  and  what 
faith,  Mr.  McD.  asked,  could  be  placed  in  a  nation 
which  one  day  makes  a  treaty,  and  the  next  vw> 
lates  it  ?  The  same  remark  would  apply  toBpain, 
so  far  as  they  have  depredated  upon  our  com- 
merce. 

Mr.  McD.  said,  he  had  all  along  declared  him- 
self opposed  to  war.  or  to  any  measures  which 
would  lead  to  it,  ana  he  still  held  the  same  (^Hn> 
ion.  He  had  no  prejudice  against  or  in  favor  oi 
any  nation  whatever,  except  so  far  as  their  con- 
duct towards  this  country  was  friendly  or  other- 
wise; and  he  could  see  no  reason  forgiving  in- 
structions to  the  commanders  of  our  veesm  to 
seize  and  bring  in  the  vessels  of  one  country 
which  may  commit  depredations  upon  oar  com- 
merce, and  not  those  of  another.  He  was  himself 
opposed  to  the  bill  altogether;  but,  if  it  must  pass, 
he  wished  to  make  it  contain  as  little  mischief  as 
possible,  and  he  thought  by  striking  ont  the  word 
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<*  such/'  and  by  that  means  making  it  general) 
France  could  not  take  the  same  offence  at  it ;  as 
the  bill  now  stood,  it  was  tantamount  to  a  decla- 
ration of  war. 

Mr.  J.  Williams  was  in  hopes,  when  the  gen- 
tleman from  North  Carolina  nrst  made  his  mo- 
tion, that  the  opposition  which  he  had  heretofore 
shown  was  done  away,  and  that  the  bill  was  only 
objected  to  because  it  was  not  general ;  but  now 
k  appears  that  gentlemen  are  opposed  to  the  bill 
altogether.  He  had  hoped  when  gentlemen  had 
reflected  upon  what  had  taken  place,  even  within 
our  own  jurisdiction^  that  there  would  not  have 
been  a  single  dissenting  voice  in  the  committee. 
Gentlemen  allege  that  this  measure  will  lead  to 
war ;  but  he  would  ask  whether  other  neutral  na- 
tions had  not  taken  measures  fully  as  strong  as 
this,  without  producing  war?  For  his  part,  he 
supposed  it  might  have  been  better  if  this  country 
bad  gone  into  this  system  of  defending  our  com- 
merce. He  was  opposed  to  it  for  a  considerable 
time.  He  was  in  hopes  of  a  reconciliation  taking 
l^ace;  but  he  had  been  deceived  from  time  to 
time,  and,  instead  of  any  appearance  of  accommo- 
dation, every  day  brought  information  which  con- 
Tinced  him  that,  except  we  meant  to  submit  alto- 
gether, we  must  defend  ourselves. 

This  being  the  case,  he  asked  gentlemen  which 
they  would  choose  ?  Whether  they  would  suffer 
themselves  to  come  under  the  power  of  the  French 
nation,  or  repel  force  by  force  ?  He  did  not  be- 
lieve any  gentleman  would  say  we  ought  not  to 
embrace  the  latter. 

At  a  time  when  the  enemy's  vessels  are  within 
our  own  jurisdiction,  are  we  to  withhold  the  ne- 
cessary instructions  to  the  commanders  of  our 
yessels?  He  hoped  not.  Not  that  he  would  go 
hastily  into  war ;  but  have  we  not,  he  asked,  been 
in  war  for  a  long  time? — a  war  on  one  side,  and 
total  submission  on  the  other.  Yet  the  House 
are  now  called  upon  to  postpone  the  consideration 
of  this  question,  lest  it  should  produce  war.  The 
only  way  to  prevent  a  war,  he  believed,  was  to 
be  prepared  to  meet  it.  If  spirited  measures  had 
been  taken  during  the  extraordinary  session  of 
Congress,  he  believed  it  might  -have  prevented 
the  loss  of  property  to  the  amount  of  twenty  mil- 
lions of  dollars,  and  the  necessity  of  a  war.  But 
Congress  had  gone  on,  from  time  to  time,  saying, 
we  will  wait  for  this,  that,  and  the  other,  and  it 
will,  in  all  probability,  prevent  war.  This  con- 
duct had  produced  the  greatest  difficulties,  and  yet 
gentlemen  wish  to  go  further  in  the  same  course. 
The  enemy's  vessels,  he  understood,  are  within 
the  Capes,  and  he  supposed  gentlemen  would  watt 
till  they  came  up  to  the  city,  before  they^  would 
take  any  means  to  oppose  them.  He  believed  it 
was  high  time  to  sav,  "  We  will  not  submit,"  and 
to  prepare  to  repel  tne  repeated  aggressions  of  our 
enemy. 

But  gentlemen  say,  "  No,  we  will  oppose  the 
bill  altogether." .  Let  us,  said  Mr.  W^  pass  this 
bill  as  it  is,  and.  if  gentlemen  choose  to  bring  for- 
ward another  oill  against  any  other  nation,  he 
should  not  object  to  it,  if  th<y  refused  to  do  us 
jviBtioe.    He  was  not  in  favor  of  one  nation  more 


than  another;  he  would  resist  oppression  from 
all.  This  bill,  he  believed,  ought  to  be  passed 
immediately.  If  it  had  been  passed  a  week  ago, 
it  would  have  saved  to  the  United  States  a  large 
sum  of  money. 

Mr.  Sheparo  observed,  that  much  had  been 
said  on  this  bill,  and  on  the  resolutions  on  the 
same  subject,  wnich  were  referred  to  the  same 
committee.  Members  differed  in  opinion  very 
materially  as  to  the  proper  mode  of  conducting 
our  affairs  at  this  important  crisis;  but  he  could 
see  no  reason  for  deferring  vigorous  measures  any 
longer,  as  he  did  not  see  the  least  ground  of  hope 
for  a  reconciliation ;  it  was,  therefore,  idle  to  dis- 
pute about  it. 

He  would  ask  gentlemen  so  violently  opposed 
to  this  bill  what  they  would  do  ?  Are  they  will* 
ing  to  send  more  Envoys  to  the  French  nation,  to 
sue  for  an  accommodaticm  ?  He  supposed  not ; 
everything  which  can  be  done  has  been  done  to 
effect  an  accommodation.  Are  gentlemen  readr, 
then,  to  give  the  money  which  had  been  demand'- 
ed?  He  presumed  not.  He  hoped  gentlemen 
possessed  too  much  American  blood  to  agree  to 
any  such  thing;  and,  if  so,  why  do  they  hesitate 
to  take  the  measure  proposed,  and  endeavor  to 
throw  embarrassments  in  the  way  of  every  mea- 
sure of  defence  which  can  be  taken  ?  If  we  are 
to  purchase  peace,  let  us  do  it ;  if  not,  let  us  de- 
fend ourselves  like  men.  Or  do  gentlemen  wish 
to  wait  until  more  injuries  and  more  insults  are 
added  to  those  alreadv  received^  before  any  step 
of  defence  must  be  taken,  lest  it  should  lead  to 
war  ?  Will  conduct  like  this  save  America  ?  Ntj; 
it  will  not. 

But  gentlemen  decline  taking  this  measure,  be- 
cause they  are  apprehensive  it  will  irritate  the 
French  nation.  Mr.  8.  believed  this  country 
could  do  nothing  to  alter  the  conduct  of  the 
French  nation  towards  us,  except  it  were  by  giv- 
ing them  money.  There  could  be  no  doubt,  he 
said,  but  the  French  meant  to  subjugate  this  Ciov- 
ernment,  and  to  lay  the  United  States  under  con- 
tribution. Every  newspaper  told  them  this ;  yet 
some  ffentlemen  seem  opposed  to  everything  m- 
tended  to  resist  their  doings,  or  even  to  tell  them 
they  have  done  wrong.  For  his  part,  he  believed 
that  nation  had  been  boiling  over  with  mad- 
ness for  two  years  past,  and  tmit  they  are  totally 
void  of  every  virtue. 

They  have  told  us,  said  Mr.  S.,  in  |^in  terras, 
they  mean  to  subjugate  us.  They  say  they  have 
a  strong  party  in  this  country,  and  that  they  un- 
derstand diplomatic  agency  as  well  as  any  other 
nation.  This  he  believed,  as  he  saw  they  had 
effectually  used  that  power  in  subduing  every 
country  in  Europe  that  they  had  anything  to  do 
with,  except  Great  Britain,  and  he  feared  they 
would  succeed  against  her.  No  man,  he  saia, 
disliked  war  more  than  him  ;  but,  he  believed,  the 
best  way  of  preserving  ourselves  fVom  it,  was  to 
take  measures  to  oppose  a  Power  which  has  so  un- 
justlv  treated  us.  We  ought  not,  he  said,  to  triie 
any  longer,  but  take  new  ground.  The  more  i^ 
suits  we  submit  to,  the  more  we  shall  have.  He 
could  not  suppose  gendemen  would  be  willing  to 
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wait  till  all  our  vessels  are  takeo  and  our  Govern- 
ment overcome,  before  they  will  make  resistance. 
If  we  meant  to  preserve  our  independence,  he  be- 
lieved resistance  ou^ht  now  to  oe  made.  It  is 
time,  said  he,  to  tell  the  French  nation.  "  we  will 
not  submit  any  longer."  This  was  tne  way  we 
gained  our  independence,  and  this  must  t>e  the 
way  by  which  we  must  keep  it.  He  hoped,  there- 
fore, the  bill  would  pass  as  it  stands. 

Mr.  Otis  said,  though  he  had  sufficient  confi- 
dence in' the  committee  to  induce  him  to  believe 
that  the  present  motion  cannot  succeed,  yet  he 
could  not  forbear  to  expostulate  with  ^ntlemen 
on  the  impropriety  of  any  measures  which  should 
have  a  tendency  to  give  unnecessarv  ofifence  to 
other  nations,  besides  that  against  which  we  are 
called  upon  to  act.  To  increase  our  foes  would 
only  be  to  affgravate  our  misfortunes.  Mr.  O. 
hoped  and  beUeved  this  country  would  be  able  to 
defend  itself  singly  and  alone ;  but,  supposing,  as 
gentlemen  agree  to  be  true,  that  we  are  on  the  eve 
of  a  war,  would  it  not  be  highly  impolitic  to  irri- 
tate a  Power  whose  assistance  we  may  find  very 
acceptable  in  the  course  of  a  few  months  against  a 
common  enemy  ?  He  hoped  it  would  never  be 
necessary  to  seek. for  this  assistance,  though  it  is 
possible,  if  we  are  driven  into  war  with  our  old 
friends,  that  we  may  willingly  avail  ourselves  of 
the  aid  of  our  old  enemies  -,  for,  though  we  had 
suffered  injuries  from  more  nations  than  one,  yet 
he  agreed  with  our  Envoys  in  the  sentiment  that, 
if  France  should  attack  us,  we  must  seek  the  best 
means  of  defence ;  and  may  find  it  more  prudent 
to  forgive  than  to  provoke,  by  harsh  measures,  a 
nation  which  may  aid  in  our  defence. 

Mr.  O.  said,  if,  after  imuries  had  been  commit- 
ted against  us  by  Great  Britain  and  Spain,  of  the 
same  nature  with  those  which  have  been  heaped 
upon  us  by  France,  and  those  nations,  like  her, 
had  refused  to  hear  us,  or  to  do  us  justice,  he 
would  support  the  same  measures  against  them 
and  vindicate  our  national  character  and  honor, 
fiut  though  he  should  by  no  means  attempt  to  ex- 
tenuate the  conduct  of  Great  Britain  or  Spain,  he 
believed  he  might  say  that  the  depredations  com- 
mitted by  those  Powers  subsequent  to  their  trea- 
tiesj  have  been  under  color,  at  least  of  the  laws  of 
nations.  But  the  difierence  in  the  degrees  of  these 
depredations,  in  comparison  with  those  of  the 
French  Republic,  cannot  be  better  ascertained 
than  by  the  rates  of  insurance  paid  as  a  security 
against  them  respectively. 

Insurance  may  be  effected  against  the  Spanish 
and  British  for  ^Ye  per  cent.,  whilst  it  cannot  be 

Srocured  against  the  French  for  less  than  twenty- 
ve  or  thirty  per  cent.  And  though  the  British 
cruisers  do,  in  some  cases,  take  our  vessels,  in 
others  they  afiord  them  protection.  Indeed,  he  be- 
lieved, the  number  of  our  vessels  rescued  from  the 
fangjB  of  the  French,  and  restored  to  us  by  the 
British,  greatly  exceed  in  value  the  amount  of 
those  which  have  been  taken  from  us  by  them 
since  their  treaty.  They  have  saved  to  Philadel- 
phia about  a  half  a  miUion  of  dollars.  With  re- 
spect to  Spain,  he  believed  her  disposition  towards 
us  to  be  triendly,  and  that  an  injury  offered  by 


them  to  us  was  done  at  the  insti^tion  of  another 
country.  A^n.  we  have  received,  under  the 
late  treaty  with  (3rreat  Britain  £100,000  sterling 
for  damages  sustained  by  her  depredations,  and 
from  Spain  $300,000  have  been  awarded  on  the 
same  account.  So  that  no  comparison  could  pos-  ' 
sibly  be  made  between  the  treatment  we  experi- 
enced from  France  and  those  countries.  She  makes 
no  treaties — she  pays  no  compensations. 

The  amendment  is  proposed,  with  a  design  to 
hold  up  to  the  people  tne  idea  that  if  we  were  at 
war  with  France,  we  cannot  calculate  to  receive 
assistance  from  any  other  country,  having  cause 
of  complaint  against  all  parties.  Gentlemen  were 
certainly  accountable  to  themselves  for  their  own 
conduct  and  modes  of  expression,  and,  doubtless, 
think  they  act  with  discretion ;  but,  he  believed 
that,  when  the  warmth  of  the  present  session  and 
the  ardor  of  debate  should  subside^  they  would  be 
persuaded  that  comparisons,  such  as  they  had 
made,  were  not  pertinent  or  judicious. 

Mr.  O.  said,  it  would  be  recollected  that  gentle- 
men had  acknowledged  that^  if  this  amendment 
was  adopted,  they  should  still  vote  against  the 
bill.  If  Great  Britain  and  Spain  have  injured 
us,  the  proper  mode  of  proceeding  was,  first  to  enr 
deavor  to  obtain  redress ;  and  if  that  is  not  allow- 
ed, it  will  be  time  enoi^h  to  use  force ;  but,  with 
respect  to  the  French  Uepublic,  every  kind  of  ap- 
plication has  been  exhausted.  There  can  be  no 
question  about  war,  the  only  way  was  to  consider 
how  we  should  get  an  honorable  peace.  They 
have  made  war  upon  us,  and  he  believed,  we 
should  be  more  likely  to  obtain  peace  by  a  spirited 
conduct  than  by  base  submission. 

Mr.  KiTTBRA  rose  to  observe,  that  one  of  the 
articles  in  our  treaties  with  Great  Britain  and 
Spain,  stipulates  that  no  reprisals  shall  be  author- 
ized by  either  countrjr  unul  application  shall  be 
made  to  the  other,  which  he  thought  would  be  a 
sufficient  reason  for  negativing  the  amendment 
He  believed  it  would  be  proper  to  adopt  an  addi- 
tional rule  to  those  already  established  for  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  House,  viz :  that  when  French  pri- 
vateers came  within  our  own  ports  and  take  our 
vesselsj  a  long  debate  shall  not  take  place  upon  a 
bill  to  instruct  the  commanders  of  our  vessels  to 
make  reprisals. 

Mr.  Gallatin,  in  replv  to  the  last  observation 
of  Mr.  KiTTERA,  said  that,  if  his  assertion  was 
true,  that  the  French  privateers  were  committing 
depredations  within  our  own  ports,  or  anywhere 
within  our  jurisdiction,  it  was  no  reason  why  this 
bill  should  pass  immediately;  for,  without  the  bill 
the  President  had  full  power  to  apply  the  armea 
vessels^  or  any  other  force  at  his  disposal,  in  repel- 
ling the  outrage.  As  to  the  amendment  he  would 
not  pretend  to  say  that  it  was  very  essential ;  but, 
he  supposed,  the  reason  for  moving  it  was  this : 
It  was  asserted  that  this  bill  was  not  a  declaration 
of  war,  but  only  a  kind  of  special  reprisal  author- 
ized by  the  law  of  nations,  it  was,  therefore,  thouj^ht 
it  would  be  proper  to  make  it  a  general  regulation. 
If  it  was  intended  to  be  a  declaration  of  war^  it 
would  be  extremelv  wrong  to  make  two  eneoues, 
instead  of  one.    It  it  was  to  be  passed  with  that 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1821 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESa 


1&22 


May,  1798.] 


Protection  of  Commerce, 


[H.opR. 


intention,  it  would  be  wrong  to  adopt  the  amend- 
ment ;  but  he  supposed  it  was  introduced  on  the 
ground  assumed  by  the  supporters  of  the  bill,  that 
the  measures  proposed  might  be  entered  into  with- 
out violating  the  laws  of  nations,  and  consistently 
with  a  state  of  peace. 

In  relation  to  the  opposition  which  had  been 
ffiyen  to  the  various  war  measures  which  had  been 
brought  forward  in  the  course  of  the  session,  it 
was  m  the  power  of  gentlemen  to  have  prevented 
the  greater  part  of  it;  if,  instead  of  goinff  on  step 
by  step,  the  whole  system  which  they  had  in  view 
had  been  laid  before  the  House  at  once^  only  one 
debate  would  have  taken  place  on  the  propriety  or 
policy  of  placing  the  country  in  a  state  of  war. 
After  that  nad  been  determined,  the  other  measures, 
which  must  have  followed  in  course,  would  have 
been  adopted  without  much  debate;  because,  after 
the  countrv  shall  be  declared  to  be  in  a  state  of 
war,  it  will  be  the  duty  of  every  member  to  make 
it  as  effectual  as  he  is  able,  and  as  hurtful  to  the 
enemy  as  it  cnn  be  made ;  but  so  long  as  the  coun- 
try is  declared  not  to  be  in  a  state  of  war,  it  b 
natural  for  those  members  who  are  opposed  to  war, 
to  endeavor  to  prevent  measures  leading  to  that 
state,  or  inconsistent  with  a  state  of  peace ;  but, 
if  war  is  once  declared,  he  would  take  upon  him- 
self to  say,  no  longer  opposition  would  be  given  to 
either  defensive  or  offensive  preparations. 

Mr.  Q.  wished  the  committee  had  also  made  a 
report  upon  the  resolution  on  this  subject  lately 
reterred  to  them  by  the  House,  which  they  say 
they  had  not  time  to  consider ;  and  not  that  the 
House  should  have  this  bill  to-day,  anoth  er  to- 
morrow, and  so  on ;  for  if  it  be  intended,  at  all 
events,  to  get  into  ibvar,  the  more  effectual  the  mea- 
sures are  which  shall  be  taken,  the  better.  He 
would  at  once  concur  in  this  bill,  or  any  one  which 
should  go  further,  whenever  the  country  shall 
have  been  declared  to  be  in  a  state  of  war. 

All  that  had  been  said  for  the  postponement  of 
this  question,  and  against  it,  arose  from  the  differ*' 
ent  opinions  entertained  as  to  the  possibility  of 
an  accommodation  with  France.  He  owned  his 
hopes  on  this  subject  are  very  slender ;  but  there 
is  one  stubborn  fact  a^inst  any  hostile  measures 
at  present — the  negotiation  is  still  open,  and  our 
Commissioners  are  still  in  Paris ;  ana  wnilst  this 
continued  to  be  the  case,  although  he  was  not 
able  to  account  for  their  remaining  there,  he 
would  continue  to  vote  against  any  measures  in- 
consistent with  a  state  of  negotiation. 

On  the  other  hand,  when  gentlemen  say  this 
measure  is  not  war,  (tnough  he  believed  the  con- 
trary,) but  authorized  by  the  laws  of  nations,  the 
gentleman  from  North  Carolina  came  forward 
with  his  amendment,  and  said,  if  this  is  one  of 
those  things  which  nations  may  do  consistently 
with  their  neutrality,  let  us  make  it  general ;  for 
the  moment  you  take  measures  of  a  hostile  na- 
ture against  one  of  the  belligerent  Powers,  and 
not  against  another,  it  would  not  be  sufficient  for 
us  to  say  that  one  of  them  has  committed  more 
depredations  upon  us  than  another,  though  this 
would  be  a  good  reason  for  going  to  war  with 
ctoe  nation  more  than  the  other.    Mr.  G.  wished, 


therefore,  if  this  was  intended  as  a  war  measure} 
(and  he  had  no  doubt  of  its  being  so.)  that  it 
might  be  clearly  expressed,  as  then  every  effectual 
measure  might  be  taken  for  furthering  war  preiMi- 
rations,  and  every  opposition  would  hereafter 
cease. 

Mr.  Hartley  said,  the  opposition  made  to  thia 
bill  was  very  extraordinary.  As  to  a  declaration 
of^war,  he  did  not  think  such  a  measure  could  be 
proper  whibt  our  Commissioners  remain  in  Pahs; 
but,  for  more  than  a  week  past  he  was  convinced 
France  would  hare  war  witn  this  country,  he 
therefore  wished  to  go  into  every  measure  of  de-^ 
fence  both  of  our  commerce  and  territory.  Gen- 
tlemen, notwithstanding  they  must  see  that 
France  is  aiming  at  universal  dominion,  wish  to 
put  off  measures  of  defence  from  one  period  to 
another.  He  thought  we  ovtght  no  longer  to  hesi- 
tate, but  to  go  as  iar  as  possible  in  the  protection 
of  our  commerce ;  for  he  did  not  think  we  had 
anything  to  fear  from  the  mighty  nation.  A  body 
of  a  few  thousand  men  would  secure  us  in  the 
Southern  States,  and  we  had  nothing  to  fear  in 
the  Eastern  or  Northern  States.  He  hoped,  there- 
fore, this  amendment  would  be  nef^atived,  and 
the  bill  passed  without  further  objection. 

Mr.  Edmond  supposed  that  the  minds  of  geo- 
tlemen  were  pretty  generally  determined  on  this 
question,  and  ne  could  not  therefore  hope  to  effect 
any  change  of  opinion  in  any  member  of  the  com- 
mittee ;  yet  he  noped  he  should  be  justified,  in  a 
question  of  so  much  importance,  in  takiofr  up  a 
little  time  of  the  committee  in  delivering  his  sen- 
timents upon  it. 

He  rose  in  opposition  to  the  present  amend- 
ment. It  was  said,  this  is  either  a  peace  measure 
or  a  war  measure.  If  it  is  consistent  with  a  state 
of  peace,  it  was  argued  that  there  could  be  no 
danger  in  extending  it  to  other  nations  as  well  as 
to  the  French.  He  considered  it  as  a  peace  mea- 
sure ;  but  before  the  committee  agree  to  the  pro- 
posed amendment,  they  ought  to  consider  the  con- 
sequences of  doing  so. 

If  one  of  our  merchant  vessels  should  be  depre- 
dated upon  by  a  British  or  a  Spanish  ship  of  war, 
it  would  not  be  war,  but  a  breach  of  our  treaties 
with  those  Powers, which' stipulate  that  complaint 
of  any  injurv  received  shall  first  be  made,  and 
satisfaction  demanded,  before  any  act  of  reprisal 
shall  be  authorized.  But  with  respect  to  France, 
admitting  that  we  have  the  same  treaty  with  her, 
how  does  the  fact  stand  1  With  respect  to  Great 
Britain  and  Spain,  it  is  stipulated  that  redress 
shall  in  the  first  place  be  asked.  This  had  re- 
peatedly been  done  with  respect  to  France.  We 
have  frequently  made  an  application  there  in  the 
language  of  supplication.  Do  France  and  Great 
Britain,  then,  stand  upon  the  same  footinff?  No; 
they  stand  upon  different  groun^  and  the  same 
rule  of  conduct  will  not  apply  to  them. 

Another  idea  has  been  suggested,  viz :  that  the 
bill  should  be  general,  lest  it  should  displease 
France,  and  impede  our  negotiation  with  that 
country.  If  there  was  the  most  distant  hope  of 
an  honorable  settlement  of  our  differences  with 
that  country,  he  should  be  as  unwilling  as  any 
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man  to  stop  or  impede  the  business ;  but,  when  he 
reflected  upon  what  had  passed  between  the  two 
eoantries  from  the  commencement  of  our  inde- 
pendence to  the  present  time^  that  hope  was  les- 
sened, if  it  ever  existed.  When  he  saw,  that  in- 
stead of  friendship,  she  had  shown  quite  a  con- 
trary conduct  towards  us,  he  doubted  whether 
that  friendship  ever  existed.  When  he  found  that 
on  the  9th  of  May,  1793,  she  undertook  to  pas$  a 
decree  to  take  out  of  all  neutral  vessels  enemy's 
goods,  in  violation  of  her  treaty  with  us,  but  that 
upon  remonstrating  with  her,  sne  undertook  to  re- 
peal it  on  the  23d ;  but  when  she  had  blinded  the 
eyes  of  our  commercial  peofde  by  this  repeal,  she 
sat  down  five  days  after  and  repealed  her  last  de- 
cree. When  he  saw  this  he  8us[>ected  the  hatred 
of  France  instead  of  its  friendship.  Another  ap- 
plication was  made  on  the  subject,  and  on  the  1st 
of  July,  the  offensive  decree  is  affain  repealed;  this 
repeal  continued  till  the  28th  of  the  same  month, 
when  it  was  again  rescinded. 

Try  the  conduct  of  Prance  farther,  and  how 
does  it  appear  ?  When  we  look  at  the  depreda- 
tions which  have  been  committed  upon  our  com- 
merce ;  when  we  see  the  manner  in  which  our 
vessels  have  been  taken  upon  pretences  of  certain 
papers  being  wanting,  of  which  our  masters  and 
owners  of  vessels  were  ignorant,  what  would  have 
been  a  friendly  conduct  in  such  cases?  Would  it 
have  been  to  take  advantage  of  inadvectence  and 
ignoraace  ?  Certainl]^  not.  Or,  if  we  look  at  the 
conduct  of  their  Minister  in  this  country:  he 
eomes  to  cultivate  harmony;  but  when  we  see 
him  endeavoring  to  raise  up  the  people  a^nst 
their  Qovernment  it  cannot  ne  taken  as  a  friendly 
proceeding. 

Mr.  E«  wished  some  gentleman  would  under- 
take to  show  the  mar&  of  this  friendship  of 
Prance  of  which  so  much  had  been  heard.  What 
has  been  done  on  our  part?  After  receiving  re- 
peated injuries,  we  have  appointed  Commissioners 
afker  Commissioners  to  treat  with  them.  Our  re- 
ward is  known.  He  did  not  wish  to  aggravate 
the  conduct  of  Prance ;  but  he  wished  to  know 
how  long  gentlemen  would  be  willing  to  lie  at  her 
footstool  ?  Was  it  proper  to  continue  our  negotia- 
tion with  a  Power  which  is  sweeping  the  ocean 
cf  all  our  vessds?  Suppose  oar  CommissioDers 
are  in  Paris,  endeavoring  to  negotiate,  how  comes 
ii  that  the  privateers  of  Prance  are  not  recalled, 
iailead  of  being  suffered  to  infest  our  coasts  ?  But 
instead  of  this,  their  disposition  is  sliown  by  their 
decree  of  the  11th  of  January^  which  determines 
the  character  of  vessels  by  their  cargo. 

All  these  acts,  Mr.  B.  said,  demonstrated  the 
temper  and  disposition  of  that  Republic  towards 
America.  He  thought  it  perfectly  idle  for  our 
Commissioners  to  remain  at  Paris,  stating  com- 

Elaints  and  writingvindieations,  without  the  least 
ope  of  success.  What  will  the  Directory  sajr  to 
them?  They  will  say,  "You  set  up  your  claims, 
bfut  how  will  you  enforce  them  ?  You  cannot  get 
a  vote  to  lay  your  hand  upon  any  of  our  priva^ 
teers  upon  your  coast ;  yoa  come  on  an  idle  er- 
rand. Congress  have  no  idea  that  your  country 
has  any  such  claims ;  if  they  believed  it,  they 


would  support  them."  When  the  Prench  find  us 
a  feeble  and  divided  nation,  will  they  listen  for  a 
moment  to  the  suppliant  ao^  feeble  prayer  of  our 
CommissioDers?  No;  they  will  continue  their - 
war  upon  our  commerce,  and  raise  a  tribute  upon 
us  when  they  please,  ana  when  they  have  accom- 
plished their  part  with  Gkeat  Britain,  they  will 
then  treat  with  us.  We  shall  then  be  called  upon 
to  buv  a  peace  upon  their  own  terms.  He  ac- 
knowledged they  had  overpowered  mao^r  nations, 
and  made  peace  with  them  at  various  prices ;  but 
the  peace  which  thejr  are  disposing  of  is  of 
Prench  manufacture ;  it  may  be  brilliant,  but  not 
durable.  He  wished  not  to  purchase  such  a  peace* 
He  would,  on  the  contrary,  noW  adopt  spirited 
measures,  and  convince  Prance  that  we  are  not 
to  be  trifled  with  any  longer.  Or,  if  gentlemen 
wish  us  to  appear  so  degraded,  so  reduced,  and 
humbled  a  nation,  as  to  be  ready  to  receive  the 
boon  we  can  beg  from  them,  then  it  will  be  rig^t 
to  continue  our  supplication.  But,  if  that  is  not 
their  idea ;  if  they  conceive  that  we  have  rights 
founded  in  justice,  which  ought  to  be  supported, 
will  they  not  be  persuaded  that  we  shall  be  more 
likelv  to  have  them  respected,  by  taking  a  spirited, 
manly  course  of  conduct,  than  the  contiary? 
They  certainly  must. 

Por  himself,  Mr.  E.  said,  were  he  sent  to  treat 
with  Prance  at  a  period  like  the  present,  and  that 
nation  were  to  tell  him  that  one-half  his  country- 
men disavowed  the  claims  which  he*  set  up>  if 
there  were  any  truth  for  the  remark,  he  should 
think  he  might  as  well  attempt  to  negotiate  upon 
his  own  authority,  as  in  behalf  of  Government 
If,  said  he,  we  do  not  mean  to  lie  upon  our  oars, 
let  us  come  forward  and  support  the  claims  of 
our  Commissioners,  and  then  there  will  be  some 
probability  of  their  being  successful.  Without 
this,  our  Commissioners  will  never  be  able  to  ac- 
complish anything,  and  the  Prench  would  con- 
tinue their  depredations  upon  our  trade.  But  if 
we  adopt  the  measure  proposed,  are  we  about  to 
declare  war  ?  Certainly  not.  If,  said  he,  I  am  at- 
tacked by  an  individual,  and  resist  him,  and  in 
doing  so,  I  break  or  take  from  him  his  sword,  do 
I  declare  war  again&t  him  ?  No ;  common  sense, 
and  the  first  principles  of  self-defence  sa^^  that  this 
is  right  And  will  not  the  same  reasoning  apply 
to  nations?  He  said  it  certainly  would.  Tm 
measure  now  proposed,  goes  no  further  than  to 
wrest  the  sword  from  the  nand  of  our  enemy,  and 
to  keep  it  for  our  own  security  until  our  dispute 
is  settled.  He  hoped,  therefore,  the  amendment 
would  be  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  Lton  could  not  discover  why  ^ntlemen 
should  be  opposed  to  this  amendment,  if  they  did 
not  suppose  tne  bill  under  consideration  would 
amount  to  a  declaration  of  war.  It  was  his  opin- 
ion it  would  have  that  effect,  and  therefore  he 
was  opposed  to  it.  He  hoped  our  negotiation  at 
Paris  was  not  yet  closed ;  out  if  this  bill  passes, 
his  hopes  of  p^e  would  be  at  an  end.  The  gen* 
tleman  last  up  spoke  about  the  price  of  peace;  he 
could  not  say  for  his  part  what  would  be  the  price 
of  peace  hereafter^  if  the  country  once  got  involv-* 
ed  in  war.    He  did  not  suppose  we  should  be  able 
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to  beat  the  French  so  severely  as  to  bring  them  to 
our  terms.  He  was  himself  very  unwilling  to  go 
to  war.  He  believed  the  people  of  the  United  States 
are  desirous  of  preserving  peace,  notwithstanding 
what  had  been  insinuated  to  the  contrary,  from 
the  addresses  which  had  been  sent  to  the  President 
and  to  Congress.  We  had,  said  he,  a  million  of 
thinking  people  within  the  United  States,  and 
supposing  all  the  addressers  to  be  in  favor  of  war 
measures,  (which  he  was  far  from  believinff.) 
tiiey  do  not  amount  to  more  than  20,000.  He  be- 
lieved there  are  more  persons  in  this  city  in  favor 
of  war  than  in  any  other  part  of  the  United  States. 
He  was  confident  there  are  not  two  hundred  peo- 
ple in  his  district  who  wish  it.  Indeed,  he  saw 
nothing  to  be  got  for  this  country  by  going  to 
war.  He  said  he  should  vote  for  this  amendment, 
because  it  would  take  off  a  part  of  the  asperity  of 
the  measure  towards  France. 

The  question  was  put  and  negatived,  there  be- 
inff  only  22  for  it. 

Mr.  LiTON  proposed  to  amend  the  bill  by  insert- 
ing the  words  ^'  consistently  with  the  laws  of  na- 
tions," but  his  motion  did  not  find  a  second. 

The  committee  then  rose  and  reported  the  bill. 

Mr.  Macon  renewed  his  motion  for  striking  out 
the  word  "  such."  The  arguments  that  had  been 
made  use  of  against  this  motion  had  not  con- 
vinced him  of  its  impropriety.  He  did  not  think 
it  would  be  a  violation  of  our  treaties  either  with 
Ghreat  Britain  or  Spain;  but  if  gentlemen  think 
so.  it  can  be  amended  in  that  respect.  Instead  of 
blaming  him,  Mr.  M.  said,  certain  gentlemen 
ought  to  be  obliged  to  him  for  having  made  his 
motion,  because  it  had  given  them  an  opportunity 
of  making  studied  speeches,  which  tKey  otherwise 
could  not  have  done. 

The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  Har- 
per) said  that  bis  (Mr.  M.'s)  conduct  on  this  oc- 
casion was  such  as  gave  the  lie  to  his  former  sen- 
timents. This  was  not  the  most  delicate  way  of 
treatinff  gentlemen,  but  such  as  that  gentleman 
generally  used.  It  would,  however,  have  no  effect 
upon  him.  It  was,  and  always  had  been,  his  ob- 
ject to  preserve  peace,  and  as  long  as  he  had  a 
single  hope  left,  he  should  not  wish  to  take  any 
measure  to  break  it.  It  was  with  this  view  that 
he  proposed  his  amendment  to  make  the  bill  gen- 
eral. 

What  other  nations  have  done  is  not  now  the 
question.  The  only  question  before  the  House  is, 
what  will  be  the  interest  of  the  country  to  do.  He 
knew  no  good  a  repetition  of  the  iniunes  we  have 
received  could  do.  It  liad  been  said,  we  oug^ht  not 
to  do  anything  to  offend  Great  Britain,  as  it  was 
probable  that  if  we  have  to  fifht  our  old  friends, 
we  might  have  occasion  for  the  assistance  of  our 
old  enemies.  But,  if  we  are  to  so  to  war,  he 
hoped  we  should  depend  upon  no  ally.  He  want- 
ed to  have  no  connexion  with  any  foreign  nation. 
He  believed  our  last  treaty  had  done  us  no  good, 
and  he  wanted  no  more  ot  them.  He  had  no  ob- 
jection to  buy  and  sell  with  them  all,  but  he  de- 
sired to  have  no  farther  concern  with  them.  He 
did  not  think  it  was  in  the  power  of  any  of  them 
to  hurt  us,  and  he  would  do  all  in  his  power  to 
5th  Con.— 58 


prevent  foreign  alliances,  which  could  never  do 
this  country  any  good,  but  which  might  do  us 
great  harm. 

The  House  had  again  been  told  that  the  Mid- 
dle and  Eastern  States  are  safe,  and  that  if  troops 
are  sent  to  the  Southern  States,  they  will  be  saw 
also. 

[Mr.  M.  was  proceeding  to  state  that  in  the 
last  war  no  man  eastward  of  the  Delaware  was 
ever  seen  fighting  jn  the  Southern  States,  aad 
that  now. the  Southern  members  (with  only  one 
or  two  exceptions)  are  satisfied  to  be  left  to  them- 
selves, when  the  Speaker  reminded  him  of  the 
question.] 

It  was  complained  against  that  this  country 
was  charged  with  beinc:  divided.  *  He  believed  it 
always  would  be  diviJed  in  political  sentiment. 
Indeed^  there  is  not  a  State  in  the  Union,  and  but 
few  neighborhoods,  which  are  not  divided  in  this 
respect.  But  was  this  any  reason  why  they  would 
not  join  heartily  in  the  aefence  of  their  country, 
if  it  were  attacked?  However  different  parts  of 
the  Union  may  differ  in  political  sentiment,  when 
{he  question  was  a  defence  of  the  country  against 
invaders,  he  was  confident  there  would  oe  no  di- 
vision upon  it.  And  he  thouehtita  proof  the 
Executive  Directory  did  not  rdy  upon*any  divi- 
sion in  their  favor  in  this  country,  or  they  would 
not  have  dwelt  so  publicly  on  that  point.  Gen- 
tlemen might  make  use  of  an  argument  of  this 
kind  in  this  House  in  order  to  catch  the  popular 
ear,  but  it  is  not  true,  nor  did  he  believe  that 
there  are  ten  people  in  the  United  Suies  who  will 
believe  it. 

The  gentleman  from  Connecticut  (Mr.  Ed- 
mono)  had  said,  that  if  he  was  sent  a  Commis- 
sioner on  any  business,  and  one-half  of  the  people 
were  to  say  that  the  claims  which  he  went  to  pre> 
fer  were  not  founded,  he  shotild  not  expect  any 
success  in  his  mission.  Mr.  M.  believed  it ;  hot 
had  such  a  thing  ever  been  said  in  this  country 
by  anybody,  much  less  by  one-half  the  peopled 
Everybody  believed  our  claims  for  redress  against 
France  are  well  founded. 

On  the  subject  of  giving  money,  he  believed  no 
man  would  be  inclined  to  stand  out  longer  asainst 
giving  money  than  him ;  and  as  to  the  idea  ef 
subjugation,  he  looked  upon  it  as  perfectly  ludi- 
crous, and  he  was  sorry  to  hear  a  military  man 
(Qen.  Shbpard)  express  apprehensions  on  this 
ground.  He  thought  he  had  known  the  spirit  of 
the  American  peo^e  too  well  to  have  entertained 
such  an  idea  for  a  moment. 

Gentlemen  have  all  along  denied,  Mr.  M.  said, 
that  this  bill  is  tantamount  to  a  declaration  of 
war.  If  it  were  only  intended  to  defend  our  com- 
merce, according  to  the  laws  of  nations,  it  ought 
to  be  made  general,  as  he  proposed  by  the  present 
amendment ;  but  he  believed  it  would  beineffeet 
a  declaration  of  war. .  He  believed  those  who 
supported  it  generally  intended  it  should  have 
that  effect,  and  the  reason  they  had  tak«i  thif 
course  of  making  war  in  preference  to  makinff  an 
open  declaration  of  war  is,  they  know 'it  will  be 
more  popular  than  a  declaration  of  war  would 
have  been.    He  had  no  doubt  of  it. 
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He  wished,  when  gentlemen  had  come  to  a  de- 
termination to  go  to  war,  they  had  hrouffht  the 
question  fullv  before  Congress,  that  it  might  have 
been  fairly  aetermined,  instead  of  doing  a  little 
now  and  a  little  then,  until  thev  get  the  country 
into  that  state.  If  the  whole  plan  had  been  seen 
at  once,  gentlemen  would  have  known  how  to 
have  acted. 

Mr.  M.  concluded  by  saying,  he  did  not  mean 
to  justify  the  conduct  of  any  nation  in  Europe 
towards  us.  He  was  conscious  we  had  been  ill 
used  by  most  of  them.  He  had  no  doubt  the  gen- 
tleman froin  Connecticut  might  have  enumerated 
more  injuries  committed  against  us  by  foreign 
nations  than  he  had  done.  Was  the  impressment 
of  our  seamen  nothing?  He  thought  it  the  great- 
est insult  which  any  nation  ever  received.  It  was, 
however,  useless  to  take  up  the  time  of  the  House. 
He  made  the  motion  only  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
plying to  the  observations  which  had  been  made 
against  it  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  which 
he  was  prevented  from  answering  there  by  the 
rule  of  the  House,  which  says  no  member  shall 
speak  more  than  once  to  any  question. 

Mr.  Batard  thought  the  conduct  of  the  gentle- 
man from  North  Carolina  was  liable  to  the  in- 
consistency with  which  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  had  chargjed  it.  That  gentleman  tells 
the  House  he  is  a  friend  of  peace.  If  so,  his  mo- 
tion is  in  opposition  to  his  sentiments;  because  he 
has  said  he  believes  the  bill  to  be  tantamount  to 
a  declaration  of  war,  and  yet  he  wishes  not  to 
modify  it,  or  make  it  less  a  provocation  of  war, 
but  to  extend  it  to  two  other  Powers  besides 
France. 

The  amendment  of  the  |;entleman  is  in  no  way 
opposed  to  the  principle  of  the  bill;  but  he  wishes 
it  to  be  ffeneral  and  not  applied  to  France  only. 
He  would  ask,  which  are  the  nations  that  the 
gentleman  desires  to  comprehend  within  the  pro- 
visions of  this  bill,  besides  the  French  nation? 
Is  it  the  British  nation?  If  it  be,  he  wished  to 
know  upon  what  ground?  Before  gentlemen 
take  a  step  which  it  is  said  is  war,  it  ought  to  be 
shown  that  we  should  be  warranted  in  a  measure 
of  this  kind  against  Great  Britain.  He  knew  they 
had  captured  many  of  our  merchant  vessels;  but 
are  ^^entlemen  prepared  to  ^  they  were  not  cap- 
lured  on  lawful  ^ound?  Will  they  say  that  all 
our  trade  is  carried  on  so  consistently  with  our 
treaty  with  that  country,  that  there  can  be  no 
mund  of  capture  in  any  of  our  merchant  vessels? 
We  know  that  to  have  enemy's  property  on  board 
is  a  sufficient  ground  for  carrying  vessels  into  a 
3ntiah  port ;  and  we  also  know  that  if  they  are 
laden  with  articles  contraband  of  war,  they  are 
liable  to  capture.  And  since  the  British  Treaty 
came  into  existence,  Mr.  B.  said,  we  have  had  no 
proof  of  any  seizure  having  been  made  by  that 
eoontrj  contrary  to  the  h|ws  of  nations.  Where, 
then,  18  the  ground  upon  which  to  extend  the 
provisions  of  this  bill  to  Great  Britain  as  well  as 
to  France?  When  we  find  a  nation  putting  her- 
self to  great  inconvenience  to  grant  convoys  for 
our  vessels  from  her  own  ports  to  ours,  are  we  to 
put  her  upon  the  tame  tooting  with  one  who, 


contrary  to  treaty  and  the  laws  of  nations^  is 
every  day  seizing  our  property  and  plnndenng 
our  citizens,  and  who,  when  applied  to  for  satis- 
&ction,  refuses  to  receive  our  Ministers?  What 
other  nation  would  this  amendment  affect?  It 
had  been  said  Spain.  If  she  has  committed  de- 
predations upon  our  commerce,  Mr.  B.  believed 
they  were  not  considerable ;  and  he  believed  if  the 
enormity  of  the  conduct  of  France  had  stopped 
short  or  its  present  magnitude,  no  gentleman 
would  have  thought  of  taking  this  step;  and,  as  it 
respects  Sfnin,  be  could  not  find  an  excuse  for 
her,  as  he  did  not  consider  her  as  a  free  agent,  but 
as  acting  under  the  influence  of  the  French  na- 
tion ;  France  was  answerable,  therefore,  not  only 
for  her  own  depredations,  but  those  of  Spain. 

Mr.  B,  could  see  no  reason,  therefore,  why  this 
bill  should  be  made  to  operatfe  against  any  other 
nation  than  France.  It  was  strange  that  objec- 
tions should  yet  be  urged  against  measures  for 
the  protection  of  our  coasts,  though  French  priva- 
teers had  entered  two  of  our  har^rs;  yet  the  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania,  with  that  boldness  of 
assertion  so  peculiar  to  him,  tells  the  House  that 
the  President  of  the  United  States  has  the  power 
to  ffive  directions  for  the  seizing  of  privateers 
within  the  jurisdictional  line,  and  therefore,  on 
that  account,  this  bill  is  unnecessary.  But  he 
called  upon  that  gentleman  to  show  any  good 
fffound  for  that  opinion.  Suppose,  for  instance, 
Mr.  B.  said,  that  a  French  privateer  was  to  com- 
mit depredations  beyond  the  jurisdictional  line, 
and  afterwards  come  within  it,  it  would  doubtless 
come  within  the  prpvisions  of  this  bill  to  afford 
a  remedy ;  but  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
would  not  say  that  the  President  would  hare 
power  to  afford  a  remedy  in  such  a  case.  He  had 
no  doubt,  that  when  one  nation  infringes  the 
righu  of  another,  it  had  a  right  to  take  measures 
a^inst  it;  but  this  right  was  lodged  in  the  sove- 
reignty of  the  nation,  and  as  that,  m  this  country, 
does  not  lie  wholly  in  the  President,  but  in  Con- 
gress, the  President  has  no  power  to  act  in  the 
case.  Congress  only  could  authorize  reprisals. 
Mr.  B.  concluded  with  a  hope  that  the  amend- 
ment would  be  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  Allen  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  upon 
the  question,  which  were  agreed  to  be  taken,  and 
stood — yeas  20,  nays  70,  as  follows : 

Tkas— Abraham  Baldwin,  David  Bard,  Lemuel 
Benton,  Nathan  Biyan,  Demsey  Barges,  John  Ck^ 
ton,  Lucas  Ehnendorph,  John  Fowler,  Matthew  Locke, 
Matthew  Lyon,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Blair  McClenachan, 
Joseph  McDowell,  Anthony  New,  WiUiam  Smith, 
Richard  Stanford,  Thomas  Somter,  Abram  Trigg, 
Philip  Van  Cortlandt,  and  Robert  Williams. 

Nats — John  Allen,  George  Baer,jr.,  Bailey  Bartlett, 
James  A.  Bayard,  Thomas  Blount,  Richard  Brent, 
David  Brooks,  Stephen  Bullock,  Christopher  O.  Champ- 
Itn,  John  Chapman,  Thomas  Claiborne,  William  C.  C. 
Claiborne,  James  Cochran,  Joshua  Coit,  William  Craik, 
Samnel  W.  Dana,  Thomas  T.  Davis,  John  Dawson, 
John  Dennis,  George  Dent,  William  Edmond,  Thomas 
Evans,  Afaiel  Foster,  Dwight  Foeler,  Jonathan  Free- 
man,  Albert  Gallatin,  James  Gillespie,  Henry  Gkn, 
Chauncey  Goodrich,  Andrew  Gre|^  Roger  GriswoU, 
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William  Barry  Grove,  John  A.  Hanna,  Robert  Goodloe 
Harper,  Garter  B.  Harriaon,  Thomas  Hartley,  Jonathan 
N.  Havena,  Joseph  Heiater,  William  Hindman,  David 
Hohnea,  Hezekiah  L.  Hoamer,  James  H.  Imlay,  Walter 
Jones,  John  Wilkes  Kittera,  damuel  Lyman,  James 
Madiir,  William  Matthews,  John  Milledge,  Daniel 
Morgan,  Lewis  R.  Morris,  Harrison  G.  Otui,  Josiah 
Parker,  John  Reed,  James  Schurem^ui,  Samuel  Sewall, 
William  Shepard,  Thomas  Sinnickson,  Samuel  8it- 
greaves,  Nathaniel  Smith,  Richard  Sprigg,  jr^  George 
Thatcher,  Richard  Thomas,  Mark  Thomson,  Thomas 
Tillinghast,  John  Trigg,  John  E.  Van  Alen,  Joseph  B. 
Vamum,  Abraham  Yenable,  Peleg  Wadsworth,  and 
John  Williams. 

The  question  then  came  up  on  the  bill's  going 
to  a  third  reading;  when 

Mr.  Brent  said  he  voted  a^inst  the  amend- 
ment offered  bv  the  gentleman  from  North  Caro- 
lina, because  ne  apprehended  its  effects  would  be 
to  involve  us  in  war  with  two  countries  instead  of 
one.  The  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina  was  to  strike  out  the  word  such  in 
the  bill,  in  which  instance  the  commanders  of  our 
anned  vessels  would  have  been  directed  by  the 
President  to  seize  and  take  the  vessels  of  any  na- 
tions that  shall  have  committed,  or  are  round 
hovering  on  our  coast  for  the  purpose  of  commit- 
ting, depredations  on  the  commerce  of  the  United 
States.  As  the  bill  now  stands,  it  will  only  applv 
to  French  depredations;  if  amended  as  proposea, 
it  would  have  applied  to  Great  Britain,  or  any 
other  country  whose  subjects  or  citizens  are  un- 
lawfully spoliating  our  commerce — as  he  believed 
that  the  laws  of  nations  and  the  stipulations  of 
treaties  had  been  violated  in  relation  to  us,  not 
only  by  the  French,  but  the  British  also,  he  con- 
siderea  the  tendency  of  this  amendment  might 
be  to  involve  us  in  war  with  Gh-eat  Britain,  and 
he  did  not  wish  to  increase  the  number  of  foes 
with  whom  we  were  to  engage  in  hostility.  That 
he  was  accurate  in  his  opinion  that  the  armed 
Teasels  of  Gi*eat  Britain  were  at  this  time  in  the 
practice  of  violating  our  neutral  rights,  seemed  to 
be  acknowledged  by  others,  and  particularly  by 
the  member  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Otis,)  who 
had  opposed  the  amendment,  with  a  suffgestion 
that  in  the  event  of  an  open  rupture  withFrance. 
it  might  be  expedient  for  us  to  call  in  the  aid  of 
Kngland,  and,  supposing  the  amendment  miffht 
hare  a  tendency  to  create  irr^tion  between  that 
country  and  this,  it  was  improper  that  at  this 
crisis  It  should  be  adopted.  This  reasoning  of 
the  gentleman  from  Ma^chusetts  could  only  be 
derived  from  an  admission  that  Great  Britain  did 
not  at  this  time  respect  our  neutral  rights;  for,  as 
the  amendment  only  authorized  the  seizure  of 
▼esseb  spoliating  our  lawful  commerce,  there 
could  be  no  danger  that  such  a  regulation  would 
iovolve  us  in  war,  or  produce  a  coolness  with 
Great  Britain,  without  a  previous  acknowledg- 
ment that  her  armed  vessels  were  illegally  depre- 
dating our  commerce,  and  consequently  would  be 
affected  hy  the  general  provisiQu  of  the  amend- 
ment, which,  insteail  or  confining  our  reprisals 
to  French,  extended  it  to  veaiels  of  all  nations 
thus  acting  illegally  in  relation  to  ours. 


Though,  Mr.  Brent  said,  he  was  not,  under 
any  circumstances,  like  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts, for  embarking  our  destiny  with  that  of 
Great  Britain  in  her  present  contest  with  France ; 
though  he  should  consider  such  an  event  as  one 
of  the  most  deplorable  which  could  befall  the 
United  States,  yet  he  was  willing  and  even  stu- 
dious to  preserve  peace  with  Great  Britain,  not- 
withstanding the  many  injuries  we  had  received 
from  that  quarter ;  on  the  same  principle,  from 
the  same  desire  to  {^reserve  the  tranquillity  of  this 
country,  he  was  opposed  to  the  bill  itself.  He 
considered  this  bill  as  perhaps  determining  the 
question,  whether  or  iH)t  there  should  remain  a 
possibility  of  reconciling  our  differences  with  the 
French  Kepublic.  He  considered  this  bill  as 
probably  dispelling  every  ray  of  hope  which  yet 
remained  of  a  reconciliation  taking  place,  and  he 
hoped  gentlemen  would  pause  a  moment  before 
they  adopted  a  measure  so  serious  and  awful. 
He  did  not  see  chat  we  were  at  present  exposed 
to  any  greater  danger,  or  our  commerce  to  any 
great  extent  to  ravap^es  more  considerable  than 
we  bad  experienced  for  some  time  past. 

He  acknowledged  that  our  commerce  had  re- 
ceived great  and  repeated  injuries  from  France ; 
that  it  had  long  felt  their  injuries  and  still  contin- 
ued to  suffer ;  yet,  under  all  these  circumstances,  a 
disposition  has  been  constantly  evinced,  and  he  be- 
lieved was  still  sincerely  cherished  by  thee reat  mass 
of  our  people,  that  recourse  should  not  be  had  to  the 
last  fatal  resort,  till  every  mode  of  amicable  nego- 
tiation had  been  attempted,  and  every  rational 
hope  of  a  peaceable  adjustment  of  our  complaints 
was  exhausted.  Ftom  these  impressions,  and  at 
a  period  when  our  commerce  was  suffering  their 
unjust  depredations,  we  had  sent  Commissioners 
to  the  French  nation ;  and  was  it  proper,  until  we 
were  certainly  advised  that  our  Commissioners  had 
left  France,  or  that  every  hope  of  their  effecting 
the  object  of  their  mission  was  to  be  abandoned^  to 
precipitate  a  measure,  the  probable  effect  of  which 
would  be  to  destroy  all  prospect  of  reconciliation^ 
even  if,  at  the  present  moment,  our  Commission- 
ers should  be  engaged  in  a  treaty?  Mr.  B.  said, 
that  neither  the  despatches  which  we  had  received 
from  our  Commissioners,  nor  any  other  intelli- 
gence from  abroad,  that  he  was  acquainted  with, 
compelled  a  beliet  that  every  possibility  of  ne- 
gotiation was  past ;  on  the  contrary,  it  was  per- 
haps strictly  within  the  bounds  of  probability,  that, 
when  the  Government  of  France  discovered  an 
inflexiUe  disposition  on  our  part  not  to  accede  to 
terms  dishonorable  or  disadvantageous,  others  of 
a  less  exceptionable  nature  would  be,  and  perhaps 
before  this  have  been,  proposed.  But,  in  every 
event,  what  is  now  a  matter  of  conjecture,  a  few 
weeks  will  reduce  to  certiynty ;  a  few  weeks  mpst 
brinff  us  certain  and  decisive  accounts  from  Europe, 
and  ne  was  for  postponing  all  deliberation  respect- 
ing the  very  delicate  subject  under  consideration 
till  this  intelligence  arrived.  At  present,  he  be- 
lieved it  would  be  premature  and  mezpedient  to 
iHopt  the  proposed  measures,  and  should  therefore 
refuse  to  give  them  his  assent.  - 

The  question  on  the  bill  goins^  a  third  read- 
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ing,  was  taken  by  yeas  aad  nays,  and  stood — 51  to 
39.  as  follows : 

Ybab — John  Allen,  George  Baer,  jr.,  Bailey  Bartlett, 
Ju.  h*  Bayard,  David  Brooks,  Stephen  Bullock,  Chris- 
topher G.  Champlin,  John  Chapman,  James  Cochran, 
Josbna  Coit,  William  Craik,  8amnel  W.  Dana,  Thomas 
T.  Davis,  John  Dennis,  George  Dent,  William  £Mmond, 
Thomas  Evans,  Abiel  Foster,  Dwight  Foster,  Jonathan 
Freeman,  Henry  Glen,  Chauncey  Goodrich,  Roger  Gris- 
wold,  Wm.  Barry  Grove,  Robert  Goodloe  Harper,  Thos. 
Hartley,  William  Hindman,  Hesekiah  L.  Hosmer,  James 
H.  Imiay,  John  Wilkes  Kittera,  Samnel  Lyman,  James 
Mtchir,  William  Matthews,  Daniel  Morgan,  Lewis  R. 
Morris,  Harrison  G.  Otis,  Joaiah  Parker,  John  Reed, 
James  Schureman,  Samuel  Sewall,  William  Shepard, 
Thos.  Binnickson,  Samuel  Sitgreaves,  Nathaniel  Smith, 
Geoige  Thatcher,  Richard  Thomas,  Mark  Thomson, 
Thomas  Tillinghaat,  John  E.  Van  Alen,  PeU^  Wads- 
worth,  and  Jo^  Williams. 

Nats-- Abraham  Baldwin,  David  Bard,  Lemuel  Ben- 
ton, Thomas  Blount,  Richard  Brent,  Nathan  Bryan, 
Demsey  Burges,  Thomas  Claiborne,  William  Charles 
Cole  Claiborne,  John  Clopton,  John  Dawson,  Lucas  El- 
mendorph,  John  Fowler,  Albert  Gallatin,  James  Gillespie, 
Andrew  Gregg,  John  A.  Hanna,  Carter  B.  Harrison, 
Jonathan  N.  Havens,  Joseph  Heister,  David  Holmes, 
Walter  Jones,  Matthew  Locke,  Matthew  Lyon,  Na- 
thaniel Macon,  Blair  McClenachan,  Joseph  McDowell, 
John  Milledge,  Anthony  New,  William  Smith,  Richard 
Sprigg,  jr.,  Richard  Stanford,  Thomas  Sumter,  Abram 
Trigg.  Jobn  Trigg,  Philip  Van  Cortlandt,  Joseph  B. 
Vamum,  Abraham  Venable,  and  Robert  Williams. 

The  bill  having  been  determined  to  be  read  a 
third  time,  the  usual  question  was  put  by  the 
Speaker,  ^^For  what  day  s^all  it  be  made  the 
order  ?"    Monday  and  to-day  were  answered. 

Mr.  Gallatin  hoped  Monday  would  be  the  day. 
He  did  not  see  the  necessity  for  passing  the  bill  to- 
day. But  it  was  said,  the  House  ou^ht  not  to  ex- 
ercise their  discretion  upon  this  subject,  because 
French  piivateers  are  within  our  Capes.  To  this, 
he  replied,  that  if  there  was  any  invasion  of  our 
jurisdiction,  and  depredations  committed  within  it, 
the  President  of  the  United  States  had  power  to 
repel  them  without  this  law.  He  knew  he  had  it, 
because  the  power  is  expressly  given  to  him  in  the 
law  respecting  the  revenue  cutters ;  and  he  knew 
the  power  hiul  been  used  by  him  when  a  vessel, 
taken  by  a  privateer  within  our  juried iction,  had 
been  restored  to  the  owner  by  the  President.  He 
agreed  with  the  gentleman  from  Delaware,  that 
thie  President  had  not  power  to  employ  an  armed 
force  to  make  reprisals  of  vessels  within  our  juris- 
diction which  may  have  taken  vessels  belonging 
to  the  United  States. 

Besides,  he  understood  that  the  Senate  were  not 
in  session  to-day,  and  therefore  the  bill,  if  passed 
to-^ay,  could  not  go  an]^  sooner  to  the  Senate  than 
if  It  fnissed  on  Monday.  If.  therefore,  it  could  not 
hasten  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  by  going  to  the 
Senate  to-day.  be  wislied  to  know  what  other  rea- 
son could  be  given  for  so  hasty  a  proceeding?  He 
saw  none.  He  saw  one  reason  for  not  passing  it. 
Every  hour  m^ht  be  expected  to  bring  despatohAs 
from  our  Ministers.  It  was  known  that  a  vessel 
bad  arrived  from  France,  which  ia  nid  to  have 


brought  accounts  up  to  the  8th  of  ApriL  Perhs]^ 
she  may  bring  information  chat  would  produoe 
unanimity  of  opinion  as  to  the  propriety  of  paasiog 
this  bill. 

Mr.  Craik  rose  to  correct  an  assertion  ef  the 
gentleman  from* Pennsylvania,  thut  the  President 
had  now  all  the  power  which  was  necessary  to 

firoteci  our  property  within  the  jurisdiction  line, 
f  he  recollected  rightly,  the  power  given  to  the 
President,  in  the  law  respecting  the  revenue  cut- 
ters, was  only  applicable  to  the  cutters;  but,  even 
admitting  the  President  had  the  risht  which  the 
gentleman  mentioned,  he  wished  to  know  whether 
the  President  could  employ  it  so  as  to  give  effec- 
tual protection  to  our  commerce  ?  He  certainly 
could  not  employ  it  in  the  manner  directed  by  tkie 
bill,  which  could  alone  be  effectual. 

Mr.  Venable  did  not  suppose  any  ^ntleman 
had  doubted  that  the  President  of  the  United  States 
had  the  power  to  use  any  force  under  hb  com- 
mand for  the  defence  of  property  within  the  juris- 
diction of  the  United  States.  He  had  not  that 
power  by  law  only,  but  by  the  Constitution.  Bu^ 
if  this  is  not  the  case,  this  bill  could  not,  as  had 
already  been  observed,  go  to  the  Senate  till  Monday, 
and  he  did  not  suppose  the  President  would  pro- 
ceed to  act  under  it  until  it  became  a  law.  He 
supposed  there  would  be  a  majority  of  the  House 
to  pass  this  bill,  whether  it  was  passed  to-day  or 
on  Monday  ;  but  he  thought  some  respect  due  to 
the  wishes  of  gentlemen  who  were  desirous  of  the 
usual  course  ^ing  taken  with  this  bill.  It  is  an 
important  question  to  this  country.  We  are  about 
to  appeal  to  arms  in  a  cause  which  many  gentle- 
man had  anxiously  hoped  might  have  been  settled 
by  negotiation,  and  wno  are  not  fully  convinced 
that  every  hope  of  this  kind  is  yet  done  away. 
And  can  these  zentlemen  be  blamed  for  wishing 
to  put  off  the  solemn  decision  for  one  day?  For 
his  own  part,  he  should  never  r^^ret  having  gi>ea 
his  opposition  to  these  steps.  He  had  for  a  long 
time  believed  that  every  measure  which  was  brought 
forward  had  in  view  a  rupture  with  France,  and 
he  believed  this  was  a  closing  vote.  He  hoped,  as 
it  was  a  question  of  so  serious  a  nature,  gentlemen 
might  not  be  pressed  to  vote  upon  it  to^ay. 

Mr.  J.  Parker  said,  as  it  could  make  ao  differ- 
ence whether  this  bill  passed  to-day  or  on  Monday, 
he  should  be  in  favor  of  Monday,  as  it  is  possible 
the  vessel  which  hy)  been  mentioned  might  bring 
some  advices  from  our  Envoys,  though  he  ex- 
pected nothing  more  favorable  from  that  quarter 
than  had  been  already  received.  As  itwas  said  a 
French  privateer  was  within  our  boundary,  it  wat 
probable  she  might  commit  some  depiedatioQ 
which  might  be  heard  of  before  Monday,  which 
would  convince  every  one  of  the  necessity  of  pass- 
ing this  bill. 

Mr.  Otis  saw  no  reason  for  delaying  the  passage 
of  this  bill  till  Monday,  arising  from  the  possibility 
of  the  vessel,  which  was  said  to  have  arrived  from 
France,  having  brought  any  news  ;  because,  if  in- 
formation shoulctbe  received  from  our  Commis- 
sioners which  would  give  a  different  aspect  to  our 
affairs,  the  President  of  the  United  Sutes  could 
refrain  from  giving  these  instructions.  If  this  bill 
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was  passed  to-day,  it  might  be  reported  to  tbe 
Senate  on  Monday  morning ;  but  if  it  was  post- 
poned till  Monday,  gentlemen  might  come  with 
Iresh  motions  and  speeches,  and  produce  a  further 
deky. 

Mr.  Davis  hoped  the  passage  of  this  bill  would 
not  be  insisted  upon  to-day.  This  subject  had 
bat  yery  latelv  been  reieri^d  to  a  select  commit- 
tee, and  they  had  made  an  expeditious  report.  He 
had  just  given  his  vote  in  favor  of  the  bill's  pass- 
ing to  a  third  reading;  but  if,  contrary  to  the 
usage  of  the  House,  he  should  be  called  upon  to 
vote  on  the  passage  of  the  bill  to-day,  he  should 
vote  against  it. 

Mr.  Bayaro  was  not  willing  to  postpone  the 
third  reading  of  this  bill  till  Monday,  for  the  rea- 
son which  had  been  given,  viz:  because  the  Benate 
is  not  now  sitting.  After  the  bill  had  passed  this 
House,  its  going  again  to  the  Senate  was  known  to 
be  a  mere  matter  of  form.  Therefore,  the  mo- 
ment the  bill  passes  this  House,  the  President  will 
h%  able  to  take  measures  immediately  as  if  the  bill 
had  aciuallv  passed  through  all  itsi  forms.  But, 
until  the  bill  had  absolutely  passed  this  House,  it 
would  be  impossible  for  the  President  to  know  to 
a  certainty  that  some  members  might  not,  though 
they  had  hitherto  voted  in  favor  of  the  bill  (as  they 
had  heard  one  gentleman  say  he  intendea  to  do) 
when  it  came  to  pass,  vote  against  it.  Mr.  B.  again 
apoke  of  the  power  of  the  President  as  to  the  pro- 
tection of  property  within  our  jurisdiction,  and 
^d  that  the  French  vessel  which  had  been  allud- 
ed to  might  remain.for  any  length  of  time  withm 
OUT  capes,  provided  it  committed  no  hostility  there, 
without  the  President's  having  the  power  to  re- 
nove  her. 

One  word  with  respect  to  the  probability  of  des- 
patches beinff  received  from  our  Envoys  before 
Monday.  The  House  had  before  been  told  of  an 
arrival  here,  and  referred  to  the  coffee-house  books, 
to  prove  that  our  Commissioners  were  received. 
If  the  passing  of  the  bill  was  delayed  till  Monday, 
he  supposed  the  House  would  be  again  told  of  an 
arrival  at  Barton,  Norfolk,  or  some  other  port,  and 
«  farther  delay  asked  for,  until  we  should  hear 
whether  something  might  not  be  done  to  make  this 
law  unnecessary.  If  we  mean  to  act  at  all,  Mr.  B. 
said,  the  sooner  we  be^n  the  better. 

Mr.  Varnum  said,  smce  the  bill  would  become 
a  law  as  soon  if  passed  on  Monday,  as  to-day,  he 
could  not  see  why  the  motion  was  objected  to. 
This  question,  Mr.  V.  said,  was  of  the  greatest  im- 
portance, as  it  went  to  plunging  the  country  into 
a  war  from  which  it  mis^ht  not  be  extricated  for 
many  years  to  come.  Yet  gentlemen  act  as  if 
they  are  afraid  intelligence  should  be  received  be- 
fore this  bill  becomes  a  law,  which  shall  make  it 
unnecessary.  Indeed,  it  appeared  to  him,  that  there 
are  certain  gentlemen  in  the  House  who  are  deter- 
mined to  have  a  war  with  France,  at  any  rate. 

Mr.  V.  said,  it  had  had  been  coniplained  that  an 
fusion  had  been  made  to  the  coffee-house  books 
of  this  city,  respecting  certain  information  from 
Prance;  he  did  not  thmk  that  was  more  out  of  or- 
4er,  than  what  was  heard  one  day  about  French 
privateers  having  landed  men  on  the  coast-^ano- 


ther,  about  their  being  in  our  harbors,  and  takins 
our  vessels  from  thence.  All  which  stories,  he  had 
no  doubt,  were  raised  to  influence  the  votes  of  mem-' 
hers  of  this  House.  The  public  would  doubtless 
see  them  in  this  light. 

Mr.  SiTGREAVEs  said,  as  tbe  gentleman  last  up 
appeared  to  have  some  doubt  as  to  the  fact  of  a 
French  privateer's  being  within  the  bay  of  Dela- 
ware, he  would  read  the  information  lately  given 
by  a  Captain  Canby,  on  oath,  at  the  office  of  the 
Secretary  of  State.  [This  certificate  has  aj^aced 
in  the  papers :  it  speaks  of  having  seen  a  French 
priyateer  four  miles  within  the  l^y.]  He  would 
add,  that  with  respect  to  the  vessel  arrived  from 
Bordeaux  to-day,  she  brings  iafovmation  that  our 
Commissioners  were  yet  in  Paris,  but  not  received 
by  the  Directory.  She  left  Bordeaux  the  8th  April, 
so  that  the  hope  of  receiving  any  favorable  news 
by  her  could  not  be  indulff^.  Mr.  S.  observed, 
that  this  b^l  was  intended  to  meet  a  case  of 
emergency,  and  it  was  proper,  to  get  it  passed  as 
soon  as  possfble.  If  he  saw  it  passed  tonlay,  he 
should  be  sure  there  could  be  no  difficulty  about  it 
next  week ;  but,  if  it  was  postponed  till  Monday, 
he  should  be  afraid  of  further  time  being  spent 
upon  it.  The  gentleman  from  Kentucky  (Mr. 
Davis)  had  already  said,  it  would  not  be  proper 
to  pass  this  bill  while  our  Envoys  are  in  Pari& 
therefore,  though  the  question  were  postponed  till 
Monday,  his  vote  could  not  be  expected.  He,  there- 
fore, saw  no  reason  for  the  delay. 

The  question  on  the  bill's  being  read  a  third  time 
on  Monday,  was  put  and  negatived  49  to  41.  The 
question  on  readmg  it  a  third  time  to-day,  was 
then  put  and  carried. 

The  bill  was  accordingly  read  the  third*  time 
and  ^passed  by  yeas  50,  nays  40,  as  follows : 

TxAs — John  Allen,  George  Baer,  jr.,  Bailey  Bart- 
lett,  James  A.  Bayard,  David  Brooks,  Stephen  Bullock, 
Christopher  6.  Champlin,  John  Chapman,  James  Coch* 
ran,  Joshua  Coit,  William  Craik,  Samnel  W.  Dana» 
John  Deonis,  George  Dent,  William  Edmond,  Thomas 
Evans,  Abiel  Foster,  Dwight  Foster,  Jonathan  Freeman^ 
Henij  Glen,  Chauncey  Goodrich,  Roger  Griswold, 
William  Barry  Grove,  Robert  Goodloe  Harper,  Tho- 
mas Hartley,  William  Hindman,  Hezekiah  L.  Hosmer, 
James  H.  Lnlay,  John  Wilkes  Kittera,  Samuel  Lyman, 
James  Machir,  William  Matthews,  Daniel  Morgan, 
Lewis  R.  Morris,  Harrison  G.  Otis,  Josiah  Pai^er, 
John  Reed,  James  Schnreman,  Samnel  Sewall,  WiHiam 
Shepard,  Thomas  Sinnickson,  Samuel  Sitgreaves,  Na- 
thaniel Smith,  George  Thatcher,  Richard  Thomas,  Mark 
Thomson,  Thomas  TilMnghast,  John  E.  Van  Alen,  P^ 
leg  Wad^TOith,  and  J(to  Williams. 

Nats — Abraham  Baldwin,  David  Bard,  Lemuel  Ben- 
ton, Thos.  Blount,  Richard  Brent,  Nathan  Bryan,  Dcon- 
sey  Burges,  Thomas  Claiborne,  William  Charles  Cole 
Claiborne,  John  Clopton,  Thomas  T.  Davis,  John  Daw- 
son, Lucas  Ehnendorph,  John  Fowler,  Albert  (Gallatin, 
James  Gillespie,  Andrew  Gregg,  John  A.  Hanna,  Carter 
B.  Harrison,  Jonathan  N.  Havens,  Joseph  Heister,  Dfr> 
vid  Holmes,  Walter  Jones,  Matthew  Locke,  Mattiiew 
Lyon,  Nathaniel  Maoon,  Bhdr  MeClenachan,  Jos^ 
MeDowell,  John  MiUsdge,  Anibony  New,  WilKfem 
Smith,  Richard  Sprigg,  jr.,  Richard  Stanlbffd,  ThooMi 
Sumter,  Abram  Trigg,  John  Triga^iThOn^an  Ooit« 
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landt,  Joseph  B.  Vamum,  Abrahun  Veoable,  and  Rob- 
ert Williams. 

The  several  orders  of  the  day  were  further  post- 
poned until  Monday  next. 

Monday,  May  28. 

The  usual  hour  of  proceeding  to  business  hav- 
ing arrived,  the  Clerk  informed  the  members  pre- 
sent that  he  had  just  heaird  that  the  Speaker  was 
80  much  indisposed  as  not  to  be  able  to  attend  the 
House  this  morning. 

Mr.  D.  Foster  moved  that  the  House  proceed 
to  the  choice  of  a  Speaker  pro  tempore,  which 
motion  was  carried ;  the  ballots  were  collected, 
and  Messrs.  Baldwin  and  Rutledgb  being  called 
to  tell  the  votes,  it  appeared  that  Mr.  Dent  had 
51  votes,  which  being  a  very  large  majority  of  the 
members  present  (indeed  all  except  two  or  three 
scattering  votes  to  four  or  five  other  members)  he 
was  accordingly  declared  to  be  elect^,  and  con- 
ducted to  the  Chair  accordingly. 

Mr.  Harper  proposed  the  followin|^  resolution 
for  adoption,  which  lies  on  the  table  till  to- 
morrow : 

RiBohed,  That  H  is  expedient  to  suspend  all  com- 
mercial intercourse  between  the  United  States  and  the 
French  Republic,  or  her  possessions,  until  an  adjust- 
ment of  the  existing  differences  between  the  two  Pow- 
ers shall  be  efiected. 

Mr.  Harper  laid  a  resolution  upon  the  table 
calling  upon  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  lay 
before  the  House  annually,  as  soon  as  may  be 
after  the  meeting  of  every  session  of  Congress,  a 
statement  of  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  im- 
ported into  the  United  States  during  the  preceding 
year;  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  taole. 

Mr.  S1TGREAVE8  called  up  the  resolution  which 
he  laid  upon  the  table  a  few  days  ago,  directing 
the  Attorney  General  of  the  United  States  to  re- 
port the  plan  of  a  general  law  for  the  relief  of  in- 
solvent debtors;  which,  after  some  objections  from 
Mr.  CoiT,  was  agreed  to,  without  a  division. 

A  bill  from  the  Senate  was  read,  altering  and 
extending  the  Judicial  Courts  ot  the  United 
States ;  which  was  twice  read,  and  referred  to  a 
select  committee  of  five  members. 

MARINE  CORPS. 

Mr.  Sewall  called  for  the  order  of  the  day  on 
the  report  of  the  Committee  for  the  Protection  of 
Commerce  and  the  Defence  of  the  Country,  pro- 
posing an  arrangement,  in  one  corps,  of  the  ma- 
rines, who  are  or  shall  be  engaged  in  the  service 
of  the  United  States,  and  by  annexing  them  to 
the  existing  Military  Estabbshment,  to  consist  of 
a  major  and  suitable  commissioned  and  non-com- 
missioned officers,  500  privates,  and  the  necessary 
musicians. 

Mr.  Gallatin  wished  the  committee  who  made 
this  report  would  inform  the  House  how  many 
men  would  be  wanted  on  board  the  several  armed 
teasels  of  the  United  States. 

Mr*  X  Parker  said  the  United  States  have 
thfee  frigates,  twelve  ships,  and  ten  galleys.  The 
^two  44  gun  frigates  will  require  fifty  marines 
each;  one  of  96  will  need  48  men ;  two  vessels  of 


22  guns  each,  will  want  25  each ;  two  vessels  of 
20  guns  will  require  the  same  number ;  eight  ves- 
sels of  16  guns  each  will  need  20  men  each  ;  and 
ten  galleys  each  10  men.  making  in  the  whole 
518,  exclusive  of  sergeants  and  music.  There 
will  be  no  additional  expense  attending  the  change 
except  the  pay  of  a  major,  and  it  womd  be  much 
more  convement  to  be^thus  organized,  than  to 
remain  as  at  present 

Mr.  Varnum  wished  to  know  whether  these 
men  could  ever  be  together  so  as  to  enable  the 
commanding  officer  of  a  battalion  to  discipline 
the  corps.  He  believed  they  would  be  separate  in 
the  different  vessels,  and  that  there  would  be  no 
means  of  bringing  them  together  for  the  purpose. 
Besides,  those  marines  who  have  engaged  in  the 
service,  have  engaged  to  serve  on  board  ship,  and 
not  on  land,  so  mat  this  law  would  have  a  retro- 
spective effect  on  those  men,  now,  to  say  they 
should  serve  both  on  sea  and  lanjd. 

Mr.  Sewall  could  not  say  that  these  marines 
could  be  brouffht  together  to  be  disciplined ;  but 
the  major  would  superintend  the  whole,  hear  com- 
plaints, and  attend  to  the  recruiting  service.  He 
would  also  have  to  attend  to  the  fortifications,  and 
take  a  great  deal  of  trouble  from  the  War  Office. 
The  men  would  also  sometimes  be  on  shore,  and 
without  some  officer  is  appointed,  they  would  be 
solely  under  the  care  of  the  lieutenant.  He  be- 
lieved, upon  the  whole,  much  advantage  and 
economy  would  be  derived  from  it. 

The  question  being  put  upon  the  report,  it  was 
agreed  to— 54  votes  ^ng  for  it. 

The  committee  then  rose,  and  the  House  agreed 
to  the  report,  after  a  few  observations  from  Mr. 
Gallatin,  hoping  that,  w)ien  the  bill  was  brought 
in,  this  corps  of  marines  would  not  be  made  a  per- 
manent part  of  the  Military  Establishment ;  but 
only  have  the  same  duration  with  the  laws  for 
equipping  and  keeping  in  employment  the  armed 
vessels. 

The  select  committee  was  directed  to  report  a 
bill  accordingly. 

POST  OFFICES,  Ac 

On  motion  of  Mr.  W.  C.  Claiborne,  the  House 
went  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill 
makinjz  alterations  in  the  present  law  respecting 
post  offices  and  post  roads,  Mr.  Sitgreaves  in  the 
Chair ;  and  after  making  a  number  of  amend- 
ments in  the  bill,  the  committee  rose,  and  had 
leave  to  sit  again. 

TuESOAY,  May  29. 
The  Speaker  attended  and  took  the  Chair. 
The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  the  ac- 
counts of  the  Commissioners  of  the  City  of  Wash- 
ing from  the  18th  November,  1797,  to  the  18tli 
May,  1798,  which  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Sewall  reported  a  bill  for  ebtablishinf  and 
organiziiig  a  battalion  of  infantry,  to  be  called  a 
Marine  Corps,  which  was  committed  for  to- 
morrow. 

POST  OFFICE  BILL. 
The  bill  respecting  post  offices  and  post  roads 
being  the  order  of  the  day,         ^  j 
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Mr.  CoiT  moved  to  discharge  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  from  the  further  consideration  of 
this  subject.  It  must  be  evident,  from  the  expe- 
rience of  yesterday^  that  it  would  not  be  possible 
to  get  through  this  business  in  any  reasonable 
time,  from  the  great  number  of  roads  which  had 
been  introduced  into  it ;  and  he  did  not  believe, 
that  at  this  late  period  of  the  session,  while  so 
much  important  public  business  was  before  them, 
that  they  ought  to  proceed  with  it. 

The  motion  was  put  and  carried — 38  to  35,  and 
the  further  consideration  of  the  subject  was  then 
postponed  till  the  next  session  of  Congress. 

Mr.  Harper  called  up  the  resolution  which  he 
yesterday  laid  upon  the  table  for  suspending  the 
commercial  intercourse  between  the  United  States 
and  France,  and  moved  to  refer  it  to  the  Commit- 
tee for  the  t^rotection  of  Commerce  and  the  De- 
fence of  the  Country^  to  report  by  bill  or  other- 
wise, which  was  carried  without  a  division. 

Mr.  Harper  proposed  a  resolution  calling  upon 
the  Secretary  of  tne  Treasury  to  lay  an  annual 
statement  of  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  im- 
ported into  the  United  States,  as  early  as  may  be 
after  the  commencement  of  each  session,  distin- 
guishing quantity,  value,  &c.,  which  was  agreed  to. 

COLLECTION  OP  DIRECT  TAXES. 

Mr.  Gallatin  called  for  the  order  of  the  day 
on  the  bill  i>roviding  for  the  assessment  and  col- 
lection of  direct  taxes;  which  being  agreed  to, 
the  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  that  bill ;  and  after  a  number  of  blanks 
had  been  filled, 

Mr.  G.  said,  the  principle  of  this  bill  was  to  lay 
a  tax  on  real  estates  and  slaves ',  but  in  forming  it. 
a  distinction  has  been  made  between  houses  ana 
other  real  property;  they  are  to  be  enumerated 
and  valued  by  themselves,  and  classed  in  the  man- 
ner in  which  they  stand  in  the  bill,  and  a  specific 
tax  to  be  laid  upon  them.  So  that  out  of  the  pro- 
portion of  any  one  Stale  of  the  two  millions  of 
Qollars  proposed  to  be  raised  from  the  whole  of 
this  tax,  when  all  the  houses  are  enumerated  and 
taxed  according  to  a  certain  rate,  and  the  slaves 
(where  there  are  any)  enumerated,  the  remainder 
of  the  amount  to  b»e  raised  by  the  tax,  is  to  be 
levied  upon  land.  Mr.  G.  did  not  see  any  great 
advantage  to  be  derived  from  this  plan,  but  much 
inconvenience.  According  to  this  arrangement, 
when  a  farm  is  valued,  a  separate  valuation  must 
be  made  of  the  bouse  and  of  the  land.  This 
would  be  attended  with  difficultv,as  no  one  could 
say  what  one  would  sell  for  witnout  tbe  other ;  a 
farmer  never  would  think  of  selling  his  house 
without  his  farm,  or  his  farm  without  his  house, 
nor  woujd  any  one  ever  offer  to  purchase  them 
separate ;  yet  the  farmer,  according  to  this  bill, 
will  have  to  pay  a  tax  for  his  house,  and  a  tax 
for  his  land,  each  being  valued  apart  from  the 
other. 

In  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  Mr.  G.  said,  where 
they  are  in  the  habit  or  taxing  land,  no  inconve- 
nience is  found  in  making  a  valuation  of  lands 
and  houses  together.  The  manner  of  doing  this 
is  to  value  the  land,  considering  every  improve- 


ment upon  it,  and  making  tbe  estimate  accord 
inffly.  To  value  them  separately  would  be  diffi 
cult,  and  must  be  done  by  some  arbitrary  rule ;  for 
the  valuation  could  not  be  made  according  to  what 
each  would  sell  for,  since  they  never  weresold  apart, 
nor  could  a  tax  be  laid  incliscriminateiy  on  town 
and  farm  houses  in  proportion  to  what  each  might 
have  cost  in  building,  without  being  extremely 
unequal,  as  a  house  in  town  which  cost  no  more 
in  building  would  produce  to  its  owner  a  much 
greater  rent,  and  was  in  fact  more  productive  and 
valuable  than  a  house  on  a  farm. 

Another  inconv^ience  would  arise  in  respect 
to  the  Commissioners.  The  houses  being  valued 
in  classes,  and  the  land  by  itself,  it  would  be  im- 
possible for  them  to  correct,  revise,  and  adjust,  an 
assessment;  for  the  houses  being  put  in  classes 
(and  not  according  to  the  individual  value  of 
each)  the  Commissioners  could  not  raise  or  lower 
their  value,  so  as  to  adjust  and  equalize  the  tax 
upon  the  whole  State.  It  would  be  impossible  to 
give  the  Commissioners  power  over  tne  assess- 
ments ;  they  must  be  taken  as  they  are  made.  And 
if  this  was  to  be  done  what  security  would  the 
people  of  Pittsburgh  have  that  the  assessors  of 
Philadelphia  would  value  the  houses  thereat  their 
full  value,  or  upon  tbe  same  principle  with  theii 
own  assessors?  There  can  be  no  doubt  but  the 
assessors  in  each  place  will  do  relative  justice  to 
the  citizens  in  their  own  district,  but  no  one  can 
say  that,  in  different  places,  they  will  adopt  the 
same  ideas  as  to  the  value  of  the  property.  On 
this  account,  it  had  always  been  found  necessary 
in  all  the  State  laws  upon  this  subject,  to  give  a 
power  to  the  Commissioners  to  regulate  any  vari- 
ations in  this  respect. 

Mr.  G.  understood  that  the  argument  given  in 
favor  of  this  change  is,  that  this  assessment  being 
to  continue  for  a  number  of  years,  and  new  houses 
being  built  from  year  to  year,  it  will  be  necessary 
to  enumerate  them  every  year,  in  order  to  ascer- 
tain the  new  houses  built,  and  the  old  ones  taken 
down,  which,  it  is  supposed,  may  be  done  more 
easily  on  the  plan  proposed  by  the  bill.  But,  in 
Pennsylvania,  where  the  assessment  is  made  every 
three  years,  no  great  inconvenience  is  experienced  - 
on  this  account.  The  only  consequence  attending 
it  is,  that  houses  built  m  the  meantime  escape - 
taxation  until  a  new  assessment  is  made.  Mr.  G. 
believing  that  it  would  be  much  better  to  have, 
the  land  and  the  improvements  upon  it  valued 
together,  than  to  have  them  separate,  moved  to 
strike  out  the  13th  section  of  the  bill,  which  con- 
tained the  classification  of  houses.  If  it  were 
struck  out,  the  committee  might  proceed  with  the 
bill  without  recommitting  it. 

Mr.  Harper  said,  this  motion  might  produce 
one  of  two  efi*ects.  It  might  throw  the  houses 
into  the  general  mass  of  property,  as  a  part  of  the 
improvements  of  land,  or  it  inight  destroy  this 
mode  of  valuing  houses.  ^ 

Mr.  H.  believed  that  either  of  these  changes 
would  be  extremely  disadvantageous.  The  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania  had  rose  with  saying 
no  reason  could  be  given  for  making  the  septnte 
valuation  proposed ; .  but,  before  he  s«|  doWBj^ 
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stated  a  very  ^ood  reason  for  it,  without  answer- 
ing it.  As  this  tax  must  last  for  some  time,  at 
least  nine  or  ten  years,  it  would  be  desirable  to 
avoid  repeated  assessments,  and  this  could  not  be 
done  but  by  putting  a  separate  value  upon  lands 
and  houses  separately,  in  which  case  it  would  only 
be  necessary  to  attend  to  the  changes  which  tooK 
place  frona  year  to  year  with  respect  to  houses,  for 
doing  whicn  a  proper  person  might  be  appointed. 
The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  had  said,  no 
iilconvenience  was  experienced  in  his  State  from 
houses  and  lands  being  valued  together ;  but  the 
tax  must  of  necessity  become  very  unequal  from 
the  houses  being  valued  once  in  three  years  only. 
Suppose,  for  instance,  a  person  has  a  house  m 
town  for  which  he  pays  a  tax,  and  his  neighbor 
builds  a  much  better  house  which  may  be  excused 
from  tax  until  a  new  assessment  is  made,  which 
may  be  for  several  years,  will  he  who  pays  the 
tax  think  he  is  fairly  dealt  with?  Certainly  not. 
Mx,  H.  did  not  think  there  would  be  that  difficul- 
ty which  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  had 
spoken  of,  in  valuing  the  house  upon  a  farm  and 
ttie  land  separately.  The  land  could  be  valued 
£pom  its  produce,  and  the  house  from  what  it  cost, 
or,  if  in  town,  by  the  rent  it  produces.  Since, 
however,  valuations  are  at  best  uncertain,  it  is 
well  to  reduce  that  uncertainty  as  much  as  possi- 
ble ;  and  this  would  be  effected  by  adopting  the 
plan  proposed  of  keeping  the  lands  and  houses 
separate.  Besides,  Mr.  H.  said,  in  valuing  farms, 
houses  were  seldom  taken  any  account  of,  though 
they  differ  much  in  value,  and  of  course  serve  to 
raise  or  lower  the  value  ot  a  farm. 

Mr.  H.  supposed  the  mode  proposed  of  classing 
the  houses  would  be  preferable  to  the  putting  a 
separate  value  upon  each,  as  any  trifling  differ- 
ence of  value  put  upon  houses  in  the  same  neigh- 
borhood (which  could  not  be  avoided,  but  which 
always  created  discontent)  would  not,  by  this  plan 
of  classification,  be  discovered.  Besides  that,  it 
would  be  much  easier  to  say  that  a  house  should 
belong  to  a  certain  class,  between  one  value  and 
another,  than  to  put  a  precise  value  upon  it.  And 
the  placing  a  tax  upon  houses  according  to  their 
value  is  a  good  way  of  raising  a  tax,  because  it 
calls  upon  men  to  pay  a  tax  according  to  their 
naeans,  as  men  generally  choose  to  live  in  houses 
suitable  to  their  ability  to  pay.  By  adopting  this 
plan,  the  weight  of  the  tax  would  be  thrown  upon 
tke  towns,  and  it  would  be  lessened  in  the  more 
remote  parts  of  the  Union.  It  would  also  fall 
heavier  upon  those  people  who  are  able  to  live  in 
large  houses,  and  of  course  best  able  tu  pay.  As 
it  is  proposed  that  a  house  below  the  value  of  $200 
shall  only  py  half  a  dollar ;  of  $300  value,  and 
less  than  $400,  one  dollar  and  a  half;  but  a  house 
of  between  10,000  and  20,000  dollars,  a  tax  of  123 
dollars.  Houses  of  the  latter  description,  it  is  cal- 
ocdated,  will  pay  60,000  dollars ;  and  out  of  the 
two  millions  proposed  to  be  raised  by  this  tax, 
1,300,000  dollars,  it  is  supposed,  will  be  raised  from 
houses.  He  hoped,  therefore,  this  section  would 
be  retained. 

The  committee  rose,  and  had  leave  to  sit  again, 
^sd  the  House  adjourned. 


Weonesoat,  May  30. 

Mr.  Macon  laid  before  the  House  a  resolution 
proposing  an  adjournment  of  both  Houses  on  the 
14th  day  of  June ;  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

DIRECT  TAXES. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  laying  and  collect- 
ing direct  taxes;  when,  the  question  for  striking 
out  the  13th  section  being  under  consideration, 

Mr.  Macon  said,  it  would  be  more  easy  to  carry 
this  law  into  execution  without  this  section  than 
with  it.  and,  under  that  impression,  he  should  vote 
for  striking  it  out.  He  could  not  see  why  a  tax 
should  be  laid  upon  a  house,  more  than  any  other 
improvements  erected  on  land.  He  believed  land 
ought  to  be  valued  with  the  houses,  mills,  fur- 
naces, and  other  improvements  upon  it ;  otherwiscL 
if  two  persons  live  in  the  same  neighborhood,  and 
one  chooses  to  improve  his  property  by  the  erect- 
ing of  houses,  and  the  other  chooses  rather  to 
erect  mills,  dwi..  the  one  will  be  taxed  for  his  im- 
provements, and  the  other  not. 

The  gentleman  froln  South  Carolina  had  yes- 
terday said  there  would  always  be  great  uncer- 
tainty as  to  the  value  of  property.  This,  Mr.  M. 
acknowledged,  but  thought  it  would  be  best  ascer- 
tained in  this  way,  as  the  putting  a  separate  value 
upon  a  house  and  a  farm  would  be  attended  with 
much  inconvenience. 

But  it  was  said,  if  this  mode  was  adopted,  the 
tax  would  fall  very  lightly  on  the  people  in  re- 
mote parts  of  the  Union ;  out  he  believed  it  would 
fall  full  as  light,  and  be  more  agreeable  to  justice, 
if  all  improvements  were  valued;  and  it  would 
be  done  with  much  less  inconvenience  than  in 
the  way  proposed. 

Mr.  J.  Williams  opposed  the  striking  out  of 
this  section,  bein^  fully  persuaded,  from  the  cal- 
culations of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  that 
the  tax  will  be  much  better  collected,  to  be  laid 
principally  on  houses,  in  the  way  proposed  by  this 
bill,  than  in  any  other  way.  Nor  did  he  expect 
this  motion  would  have  come  from  the  quarter 
whence  it  did  come.  If  he  recollected  rightly,  the 
fi^entleman  from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Gallatin,) 
had,  on  a  former  occasion,  spoken  of  the  great 
inconvenience  which  would  attend  the  collection 
of  this  tax  from  farmers  in  the  interior  of  the 
country,  where  there  is  very  little  circulating^  me- 
dium. But,  if  the  plan  proposed  by  this  bill  is 
adopted,  the  tax  will  fall  very  lightly,  indeed,  upon 
the  new  settlers  of  the  country,  wno,  in  general, 
are  men  unable  to  bear  any  considerable  portion 
of  taxes,  but  principally  upon  the  cities,  which 
are  best  able  to  pay. 

If  the  calculation  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury was  to  be  depended  upon,  (and  he  did  not 
doubt  it,)  three-fourths  of  th^  proposed  tax  would 
fall  upon  houses;  and,  if  persons  choose  to  go  to 
the  expense  of  building  large,  elegant  houses,  he 
supposed  they  would  have  no  objection  to  pay  the . 
tax  for  them,  according  to  their  value.  Ferhaps 
the  rage  for  building  elegant  houses  had  gone  too 
far  in  this  country,  and,  if  thb  tax  went  to  check 
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it,  it  would  not  be  lainented,as  excesses  of  this  kind 
tend  to  obstruct  agricultural  pursuits,  which  must 
be  considered  as  the  true  interests  of  the  country. 
And  those  members,  who,  like  himself,  are  con- ! 
cerned  in  supporting  the  lauded  interest,  must,  if  ^ 
they  consider  the  rents  which  are  paid  for  houses 
in  this  city,  be  convinced  that  the  mode  of  raising  I 
the  tax  proposed  by  this  bill,  will  be  most  favora- 
ble to  the  farming  mterest.    And,  if  the  tax  should  j 
be  found  to  fall  too  heavily  upon  persons  living  ! 
in  small  towns,  with  a  few  acres  of  land,  they  i 
might  give  up  their  places  to  tradesmen  or  me- ' 
chanics,  who  can  better  afford  to  pay  the  tax  and 
remove  into  the  country. 

Frame  the  bill  as  they  might,  Mr.  W.  said,  they 
could  not  reach  one  hundred  millions  of  property 
in  this  country  ;  but,  by  laying  the  tax  on  houses, 
according  to  their  value,  they  would  come  nearer 
to  the'poportion  of  ability  to  pay.  than  by  any  other 
mode  ne  knew.  It  was  nis  wish  to  lay  taxes  upon 
persons  able  to  pay,  and  to  excuse  those  who  have 
not  money  to  pay  with.  The  riches  of  the  coun- 
try lie  in  the  cities,  and  the  taxes  ought,  there- 
fore, principally  to  fall  there. 

The  ffenileman  from  Pennsylvania  inquired 
what  a  house  would  sell  for  in  the  middle  of  a 
farm,  without  the  land.  That  had  nothing  to  do 
with  the  bill.  Doubtless  houses  and  farms  would 
^ways  be  sold  together ;  but  it  did  not  follow  that 
they  might  not  be  assessed  separately. 

Mr.  W.  liked  this  mode  of  classification,  though 
he  thought  some  increase  might  be  made  by  divi- 
ding again  some  of  the  higher  classes  of  houses, 
and  adding  a  higher  rate  of  tax,  in  proportion  to 
the  houses  in  the  higher  classes.  This  might  be 
rectified,  if  the  section  was  retained/  He  said  he 
was  opposed  to  a  direct  tax  altogether,  and  in  favor 
of  indirect  taxes,  which  persons  pay  voluntarily, 
and  which  might  in  a  great  degree  be  avoided,  if 
the  people  chose.  But,  if  the  tax  was  laid  accord  • 
ing  to  tne  present  bill,  it  would  partake,  in  some 
degree,  of  the  nature  of  an  indirect  tax,  because 
every  man  who  built  a  house  would  know  to  what 
kind  of  tax  it  would  be  subject,  and  fiji  his  plan 
aceordinglv. 

He  would  ask  gentlemen,  who  were  acquainted 
with  the  settlement  of  new  lands,  if  settlers,  mov- 
ing on  new  lands,  ought  not  to  be  relieved  from 
taxes  as  much  as  possible?  It  was  well  known 
that  new  settlers  underwent  much  hardship  and 
difficulties  from  the  want  of  roads,  bridges,  mills, 
dtc^  and  being  distant  from  neighbors.  In  the 
first  instance,  they  build  a  house  under  the  value  of 
eighty  dollars,  wnich.«tby  this  section,  will  be  ex- 
empted from  taxes,  until,  by  their  industry,  they 
are  enabled  to  build  better  houses  \  and  the  more 
wealthy  would  in  the  present  time  make  up  the 
deficiency. 

As  he  had  been,  and  scill  was,  concerned  in  the 
settlement  of  new  lands,  he  well  knew  the  ex- 
pense and  difiiculty  attending  new  settlements, 
and  how  hard  it  was  for  those  neople  to  procure 
money.  And  it  being  so  benenciai  to  this  coun- 
try, we  ought  to  encourage  settlers  to  go  on  new 
lands,  and  those  persons  who  do  it  should  be  ex- 
empt from  public  burdens.    This  section  was  not 


only  calculated  to  do  this,  but  also  to  relieve  the 
poorer  class  of  our  citizens,  who,  he  thought,  were 
entitled  to  notice. 

Mr.  Oti8  hoped,  with  the  gentleman  last  up, 
that  this  clause  would  not  be  struck  out.  as  it  in- 
volved an  important  principle  in  the  bill.  It  was 
very  desirable,  Mr.  O.  said,  that  all  taxes  should 
be  equal.  It  was,  perhaps,  impossible  to  establish 
any  principle  when  shall  be  equal  and  unerring. 
All  that  could  be  done  was,  to  come  as  near  to 
these  qualities  as  possible,  by  fixing  upon  some 
criterion  of  property,  whicn,  though  not  infallible, 
would  be  the  least  railacious ;  so  that  persons  pos- 
sessing these  signs  of  property  mijg^ht  be  called  upon 
to  pay  a  tax,  not  merely  in  an  arithmetical  propor- 
tion to  their  poorer  neighbors,  but  in  a  sort  of  artifi- 
cial proportion,  to  be  ascertained  by  experience  and 
observation,  which  should  require  from  them  a 
larger  contribution  than  their  exact  proportions, 
according  to  the  value,  splendor,  and  accommo- 
dations of  the  assumed  standard.  His  opinion  was, 
that  the  mode  of  assessing  the  tax  proposed  by 
this  bill,  would  accomplish  this  purpose  in  as 
great  a  decree  as  possible.  It  must  be  a  wise  Le- 
gislature, indeed,  that  could  do  it  with  certainty. 
If  there  were  no  mode  of  concealing  property,  or  * 
if  all  that  appeared  was  real,  or  if,  without  arbi- 
trary and  inquisitorial  laws,  men  could  be  com-  . 
pelied  to  disclose  the  true  state  of  their  affairs, 
there  would  be  no  difficulty  in  apporuoning  a  tax 
of  this  kind  according  to  the  true  ability  of  the 
individual ;  but  it  is  well  known  that  the  case  is^ 
very  different.  Immense  property  of  various  de-' 
scriptions  is  wholly  kept  out  of  sight.  Some  who 
appear  to  be  opulent  are  plunged  in  debt,  and 
compulsory  disclosures  of  property  upon  oath  bind 
the  honest  at  the  expense  of  the  knaves. 

The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  have  re- 
ported a  bill  for  laying  a  tax  on  three  distinct 
objects,  lands,  houses,  and  slaves.  But  it  is  now 
proposed  to  connect  two  of  these  objects  together, 
viz:  lands  and  houses  in  a  general  assessment, 
while  slaves  are  to  be  taxed  by  themselves,  though 
there  appeared  no  more  reason  to  him  for  con- 
necting lands  and  houses,  than  lands  and  slaves, 
or  houses  and  slaves.  He  knew  of  no  common 
property  between  them.  In  law  they  are  con- 
nected, but  in  the  nature  of  things  have  no  re- 
semblance to  each  other.  What,  said 'he,  con- 
stitutes the  value  of  land?  It  is  its  produce. 
It  is  in  its  nature  a  permanent  and  productive 
capital;  but  houses  are  articles  of  expense,  and 
produce  nothing.  They  are  merely  instrument- 
al (and  when  they  do  not  excewl  the  meas- 
ure of  convenience  they  are  necessary)  to  our 
enjoying  other  comforts.  But  they  are  not  so 
mucn  connected  with  land^  slaves,  who  are  em- 
ployed in  its  cultivation.  There  is  not,  therefore, 
so  much  connexion  between  houses  and  land  as 
between  land  and  slaves.  The  truth  is  they  are 
entirely  distinct  from  each  other.      ^ 

If  houses  ^nd  land  are  not  connected  together 
in  the  nature  of  things,  what  reason  had  been 
given  for  connecting  them  ?  He  had  only  heard 
one,  which  v^s,  that  except  they  are  connected, 
Commissioners  would  be  obliged  t^  rely  wholly 
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upoQ  the  accuracy  of  the  assessor's  reports,  which 
might  be  partial.  But  if  houses  were  to  be  assessed 
at  all,  aud  the  assessors  were  disposed  to  be  par- 
tial, it  will  be  more  difficult  to  conoect  them, 
when  houses  and  lands  are  included  in  one  com- 
mon valuation,  than  in  the  event  of  their  being 
estimated  apart  from  each  other. 

Mr.  O.  said  he  would  not  pledge  himself  to 
agree  to  the  formal  part  of  the  report  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury.  He  believed  the  classes 
might  be  capable  of  some  arrangement  for  the 
better.  When  the  section  came  under  considera- 
tion, every  gentleman  would  be  at  liberty  to  pro- 
pose alterations.  The  question  at  present  is  upon 
the  general  principle,  which  he  tnought  a  good 
one.  On  examination,  Mr.  O.  said;  it  would  be 
found  that,  by  the  plan  proposed,  the  poorer  classes 
of  the  community  would  be  almost  wholly  ex- 
empt from  this  tax,  and  there  would  be  no  better 
way  of  levying  a  tax  on  all  property  than  by 
making  ffood  houses  the  standard  of  opulence. 
A  good  house,  though  in  itself  unproductive,  is 
more  frequently  an  4ndication  of  tne  wealth  of 
the  occupant,  than  even  a  valuable  and  productive 
farm.  For  a  man,  consistently  with  public  econ- 
omy, may  live  on  a  farm,  though  he  may  be  em- 
barrassed in  his  circumstances,  and  though  the 
farm  itselr  may  be  mortgaged.  If  it  produces  any 
surplus  bevond  the  interest  which  he  pays,  he 
may  as  well  cultivate  that  farm  as  another,  but  in 
no  case  is  an  embarrassed  or  a  poor  man  justifiable 
in  holding  a  valuable  house.  It  must  add  to  his 
difficulties.  He  ought  to  sell  it  and  pay  his  debts, 
or  let  it,  and  save  the  difference  of  rent.  If  he 
will  do  neither,  let  him  pay  for  indulging  his 
vanity  or  his  folly. 

It  had  been  suggested,  by  the  centleman  from 
North  Carolina,  that  the  tax  ouffht  to  be  levied  on 
all  other  improvements  upon  land,  as  well  as 
houses.  This  would  be  to  introduce  a  new  prin- 
ciple into  the  bill,  which  might  as  well  extend  to 
every  other  species  of  property,  and  the  bill  must 
be  re-committed  ;  it  would  also  tend  to  difficulties 
which  he  believed  gentlemen  could  not  at  present 
foresee,  and  which  they  would  be  glad  to  give  up 
when  they  did  see  them.  Such  a  principle  might 
include  articles  already  taxed  j  distil  houses,  for 
instance,  the  owners  of  which  already  pay  duties 
on  the  spirit  distilled,  and  warehouses  which  are 
used  for  storing  goods  upon  which  an  impost  duty 
has  been  paid.  Such  taxes  would  operate  as  ad- 
ditional duties^  in  the  nature  of  excise  or  of  im- 
post, or  what  is  more  likely  as  a  deduction  from 
the  fair  profits  of  trade.  Store  rent  and  shop 
rent  are  certainly  deductions  from  such  profits. 
Taxes  upon  stores  and  shops  will  often  operate  in 
the  same  manner. 

Mr.  Varnum  observed,  that  gentlemen  who  had 
spoken  in  opposition  to  this  motion  had  gone  upon 
tne  idea  of  taxing  the  most  wealthy  part  of  the 
community  heavier  in  proportion  to  their  wealth 
than  others.  It  had  been  said  that  it  is  impossi- 
ble to  equalize  taxation  ;  but^  because  Congress 
cannot  attain  perfection  in  this  respect,  did  it  fol- 
low that  they  ought  not  to  make  an  attempt  at 
common  equity  ?  He  believed  th?  proper  mode  of 


laying  taxes  is  according  to  the  extent  of  persons' 
property.  But  he  did  not  believe  this  would  be 
the  case,  according  to  the  present  bill ;  for  it  is 
proposed  that  a  house  of  the  value  of  $200,  shall 
pay  as  heavy  a  tax  as  that  of  the  value  of  $600. 
Was  that,  he  asked,  laying  the  burden  of  the  tax 
on  the  most  wealthy  part  of  the  community  ? 
He  thought  not ;  he  conceived  it  to  be  neither 
equal,  nor  according  to  the  principle  which  his 
colleague  said  ought  to  be  observed,  of  taxing 
the  wealthy  heavier,  in  proportion  to  their, wealth, 
than  the  poorer  classes  of  the  community.  Yet 
this  is  the  principle  of  the  bill  throughout. 

Mr.  V.  did  not  think  this  tax  on  houses  would 
produce  anything  like  the  sum  which  had  been 
mentioned.  He  believed  taxes  ought  to  be  {Miid 
by  the  people  inhabiting  towns,  and  those  living 
in  the  country,  in  proportion  to  their  ability  to 
pay,  as  all  had  the  same  interest  in,  and  protec- 
tion from  the  Government. 

In  order  to  attain  this  object  in  taxation  in  the 
State  to  which  he  belonged,  not  only  all  lands  and 
buildings  are  assessed,  but  all  personal  estates 
also,  and  this  he  believed  to  be  the  true  principle 
of  taxation.  But  if  Congress  decline  meddling 
with  personal  estates,  why  not  include  all  real  es- 
states,  and  assess  all  mills,  warehouses,  distilleries, 
d&c.  But  his  colleague  had  said  that  distilleries 
pay  a  heavy  duty  already.  This  he  denied.  The 
excise  upon  spirits  distilled  is  not  paid  by  the 
owners  of  stills,  but  by  the  consumers  of  the  spir- 
its, and  not  only  the  duty,  but  a  profit  upon  it. 
The  same  remarK  is  applicable  to  wxirehouses  and 
merchants.  The  owners  of  the  buildings  pay  no 
duty. 

It  was  said  there  is  no  connexion  between 
houses  and  land.  He»  thought  this  an  erroneous 
idea.  The  land  and  houses  are  to  be  valued  ac- 
cording to  their  money  price ;  but  take  the  lot 
upon  which  a  farm  house  is  built  and  it  will  sell 
for  a  mere  nothing  without  the  land ;  the  same 
may  be  said  of  the  land  without  the  house,  which 
shows  that  there  is  a  very  material  connexion  be- 
tween the  two.  This  being  the  case,  he  thought 
assessors  would  have  great  difficulty  in  putting  a 
separate  value  upon  the  land  ana  houses  sepa- 
rately. No  such  thing  was  ever  done  in  the  State 
of  Massachusetts. 

Mr.  V.  hoped  if  Congress  should  not  think  it 
expedient  to  tax  money  and  moneyed  securities,  to 
tax  vessels,  (which,  to  be  sure,  just  now  are  not 
very  valuable  property,)  all  kinds  of  stock  in  trade, 
and  all  live  stock  upon  a  farm,  they  would  thilik 
it  right  to  brinff  into  view  all  the  real  estates  of 
the  country.  As  the  bill  stood  at  present,  the  tax 
would  operate  very  unequally  indeed ;  he  hoped , 
therefore,  the  section  under  consideration  would 
be  struck  out ;  and  that  the  other  real  estates  which 
had  been  mentioned,  would  be  introduced. 

Mr.  N.  Smith  said,  it  would  be  remembered, 
that  two  years  ago,  this  House  passed  a  resolution 
requesting  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  pre- 
pare and  report  a  plan  for  a  system  of  direct  tax- 
ation early  at  the  next  session.  A  report  was  ac- 
cordingly prepared  and  laid  before  the  House,  the 
result  of  great  labor  and  skill.    The  report  was 
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referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
and  after  considering  the  subject,  thev  reported  a 
bill  pretty  nearly  in  conformity  to  the  plan  rec- 
ommended by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  It 
was  not  then  acted  upon,  but  the  subject  had  this 
session  been  resumed, and  had  again  undergone  the 
scrutiny  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 
The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  has,  from  that 
time  to  this,  done  everything  in  his  power  to  influ- 
ence the  committee  to  adopt  his  principle  in  laying 
this  tax;  but,  notwithstanding  his  exertions,  the  biU 
had  been  reported  in  its  present  form,  and  the  com- 
mittee ougnt,  in  his  opinion,  to  be  extremely 
cautious  how  they  meduled  with  the  detaib  of 
the  bill ;  and  he  called  upon  gentlemen  who  are 
sensible  of  tHe  alarming  situation  of  the  country, 
and  who  know  the  necessity  there  is  for  raising 
money,  to  resist  any  attempt  of  this  kind.  It  was 
well  known,  that  in  a  system  of  taxation  like  the 
present,  a  variety  of  opinions  exist  as  to  the  best 
mode  of  carrying  it  into  effect,  and  if  every  gen- 
tleman was  to  be  indulged  in  his  own  notions  on 
the  subject,  there  would  be  no  possibility  of  get- 
ting throuffh  the  bill,  especially  when  it  might  be 
expected  that  amendments  would  be  brought  for- 
ward with  a  view  of  defeating  the  bill  altogether. 
When  once  way  is  given  to  amendments,  they 
will  be  introduced  one  after  another,  until  the 
whole  system  sinks  under  their  weight.  He  hoped, 
therefore,  attempts  to  amend  the  bill,  except  in 
something  which  shall  at  once  appear  to  be  es- 
sential, would  be  resisted.  With  this  determina- 
tion upon  his  mind,  he  should  decline  introducing 
some  amendments  which  he  otherwise  should 
have  introduced. 

With  respect  to  the  present  amendment,  to 
adopt  it,  Mr.  S.  believed,  would  injure  the  bill  ex- 
tremely ;  so  far  from  making  it  better,  he  thought 
it  would  make  it  infinitely  worse.  What  are  the 
objections  to  the  bill  as  it  stands  ?  He  had  heard 
but  two  stated  by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylva- 
nia, and  affain  reiterated,  viz :  that  it  would  not 
be  practicable  to  value  houses  and  land  separately, 
and  that  if  they  were  so  valued  the  Commission- 
ers would  have  no  check  upon  the  assessors. 

To  the  first,  he  would  answer,  that  in  almost 
erery  collection  district,  there  are  houses  and 
lands  disconnected  with  each  other,  which  will 
be  a  rule  for  valuing  all  the  rest  of  the  property 
in  the  district.  But  the  objection  went  to  a  sepa- 
rate assessment ;  for,  if  both  are  assessed,  there 
appeared  to  be  no  difficulty  in  keeping  the  value 
of  the  houses  and  lands  distinct.  The  assessors 
ought  not  to  be  considered  either  as  knaves  or 
fools,  but  men  who  will  do  their  duty,  and,  in  do- 
ing this,  they  would  certainly  put  a  separate  value 
on  different  parts  of  a  farm,  in  order  to  come  at 
the  gross  yalue  of  the  whole. 

But  it  was  said,  the  Commissioners  would  have 
no  check  upon  the  assessors,  because  the  houses 
would  be  placed  in  classes,  and  not  precisely  val- 
ued. This  objection,  he  thought  unfounded,  as 
the  assessors  are  not  to  class  tne  houses,  but  to 
value  them,  and  the  Commissioners  will  class  them 
according  to  their  value,  and  may  raise  or  lower 
them  as  they  shall  think  proper. 


Mr.  S.  conceived,  therefore,  that  the  objections 
against  the  bill  as  it  stands,  are  unsupported,  and 
must  fall.  As  to  the  amendment  proposed,  he 
had  already  said,  it  would,  in  his  opinion,  very 
much  injure  the  bill.  For  his  own  part,  he  thought 
houses  ought  to  pay  a  larger  proportion  of  the 
taxes  than  land,  and  this  is  the  pnnciple  of  the 
bill. 

The  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  had  said. 
Congress  ought  to  tax  property  wherever  it  could 
be  found;  yet  it  is  generally  allowed  that  personal 
property  cannot  be  taxed.  But  he  was  of  opinion 
that  nothing  was  a  better  or  more  certain  sign  of 
property  than  the  house  a  man  lives  in.  Land 
carries  with  it  evidence  of  no  other  property  be- 
sides itself;  but  an  elegant  house  carries  an  idea 
of  something  farther,  and  the  possessor  of  it  cer- 
tainly ought  to  pay  a  heavier  tax  than  the  solitary 
possessor  of  land ;  and  he  could  not  help  being 
surprised  that  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
should  wish  to  introduce  an  amendment  which 
would  throw  the  burden  of  the  tax  from  the  cities 
upon  the  country.  This  may  be  showing  a  friend- 
ship for  the  people  in  the  country ;  but  it  did  not 
strike  him  in  that  light.  It  was,  on  the  contrary, 
his  (Mr.  S.'s)  object  to  throw  the  tax  principally 
upon  the  cities,  where  it  would  be  most  easily  col- 
lected. He  would  not  say  that  it  was  the  object 
of  the  present  amendment  to  destroy  the  bill  alto- 
gether; but  he  could  not  see,  if  it  was  not  for  that 
purpose,  for  what  the  amendment  was  introduced 
as  it  certainly  went  to  destroy  the  best  principle, 
in  the  bill,  by  destroying  that  alone  which  could 
make  it  palatable.  This  provision  would  not  only 
enable  this  Congress  to  lay  the  tax,  in  a  great  de- 
gree, upon  houses,  but,  if  the  tax  which  will  fall 
on  land  should  hereafter  be  found  oppressive  to 
the  farmer,  it  might  also  hereafter  be  thrown 
upon  the  houses  also. 

Another  important  reason  for  rejecting  the  pre- 
sent motion  is,  that,  if  the  bill  passes  with  this 
clause,  there  will  be  no  necessity  for  new  assess- 
ments of  the  houses,  as  the  business  might  be  at- 
tended to  by  a  Commissioner.  He,  therefore) 
called  upon  the  friends  of  this  bill  to  unite  in  re- 
jecting the  present  motion. 

Mr.  McDowell  differed  widely  in  opinion  from 
the  ^tleman  last  un  as  to  the  excellence  of  this 
section  of  the  bill.  Had  he  the  same  confidence 
in  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  in  the  Com-* 
mittee  of  Ways  and  Means,  that  that  gentleman 
seems  to  have,  he  should  not  have  troubled  the 
committee  on  this  subject;  but  he  had  not.  When 
he  was  called  upon  to  give  a  rote  for  the  laying 
of  a  tax,  he  wished  to  consult  his  own  judgment: 
and  the- members  of  this  House  can  certainly  tell 
how  a  tax  will  operate  better  than  any  one  man, 
however  wise  and  experienced  he  may  be. 

Mr.  McD.  said,  when  he  examined  the  bilL  he 
was  convinced  that  neither  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  nor  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
had  paid  sufficient  attention  to  it.  For  instance, 
according  to  this  section  of  the  bill,  if  a  house  be 
valued  at  five  hundred  dollars  it  piys  as  light  a 
tax  as  if  it  were  valued  at  nine  hundred  and  nine- 
ty-nine dollars.    Yet  gentlemen  sajt^this  tax  is  to 
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fall  upon  the  rich,  and  not  upon  the  poor,  though 
this  is  the  principle  of  the  bill  throughout. 

But  it  had  been  said,  if  this  section  were  struck 
out^  houses  and  lots  would  not  be  taxed  at  all. 
This  is  a  mistake.  But  when  he  was  called  upon 
to  lay  a  tax  upion  the  people  of  the  United  States, 
he  was  for  taxing  every  species  of  visible  proper- 
ty in  proportion  to  its  value,  since  every  citizen 
of  the  United  States  is  equsilly  indebted  for  pro- 
tection to  the  Government.  He  was,  theretore, 
\  in  favor  of  striking  out  this  section,  and  of  em- 
V  .  bracing  every  species  of  real  property. 

Gentlemen  had,  however,  asserted,  that,  except 

this  section  is  retained,  the  tax  would  fall  heavily 

upon  the  poorer  classes  of  the  community.    This 

could  not  be.  since  their  property  could  only  be 

.  taxed  according  to  itsj^^ue.    On  the  other  hand, 

J  to  put  separate   value  upon  lands  and  houses, 

^  iwould  be  attended  with  all  the  inconveniences 

which  had  been  mentioned. 

Mr.  SiTQR£AV£s  Said,  that  after  the  very  satis- 
factory vindication  of  this  clause,  which  had  been 
made  by  the  gentleman  from  Connecticut,  (Mr. 
N.  .Smith,)  it  would  be  wasting  the  time  of  the 
committee  for  him  to  go  into  any  observations  at 
length  in  favor  of  it.  He  would  only  notice  one 
or  two  objections  made  to  it,  which  he  believed 
had  not  yet  been  noticed. 

An  objection  was  made  by  the  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina,  who  opened  this  debate,  which, 
in  point  of  fact,  is  true,  viz:  that  there  are  certain 
species  of  property,  which  are  unequivocal  indica- 
tions of  wealth,  not  included  in  this  bill.  This, 
however,  was  not  an  objection  to  this  section  of 
the  bill,  as  it  relates  to  d\%ellinff  houses  only. 
XMiUs  and  other  buildingp  which  had  been  men- 
tioneS  might  either  be  included  in  a  general  as- 
Lsessment  of  lands,  or  with  the  houses.  So  that 
this  omission  might  easily  be  rectified  by  an 
amendment,  if  this  section  was  retained. 

Of  the  same  nature  is  the  objection  of  another 

gentleman  of  North  Carolina  that  houses  of  the 

value  of  five  hundred  dollars  pay  as  much  as 

those  of  the  value  of  nine  hundred  and  ninety- 

/nine  dollars.    This  miffht  be  remedied  by  multi- 

/  plying  the  classes,  or  by  putting  a  per  centage 

C^te  upon  the  precise  value  of  the  houses. 

.  Mr.  S.  addeo,  that,  upon  the  principles  of  jus- 
tice, it  could  not  be  denied  that  taxes  ought  not 
to  be  collected  absolutely  equally,  but  in  propor- 
tion to  persons'  wealth;  that  is  to  say,  a  man 
worth  ten  thousand  dollars  a  year  ougnt  to  pay 
more  than  ten  times  the  tax  that  a  man  pays  who 
is  worth  only  one  thousand  dollars  a  year. 

Mr.  Gallatin  rose,  and  was  proceeding  to  make 
some  observations  upon  this  question;  when 

Mr.  Habper  called  to  order,  and  desired  the 
rule  miffht  be  read  which  directs  that  a  member 
shall  only  speak  once  to  the  same  question. 

The  rule  was  read. 

The  Chairmaii  said,  he  conceived  that  the  gen* 
tleman  from  Pennsylvania  had  not  yet  spoken  to 
the  question,  since  it  was  in  possession  of  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole.  What  he  said  pre- 
viously to  the  introduction  of  his  motion  to  the 
committee,  the  Chair  did  not  consider  as  speaking 


once  to  the  question,  according  to  the  sense  of  the 
rule  which  had  been  adopted. 

Mr.  Harper  said,  it  was  with  unwillingness 
that  he  differed  in  opinion  from  the  Chair;  but  it 
was  necessary  to  fix  a  certain  construction  to  the 
rule  on  this  occasion,  or  else  do  it  away  alto- 
gether. 

The  Chairman  asked  whether  the  gentleman- 
from  South  Carolina  appealed  from  the  decision 
of  the  Chair? 

On  being  answered  in  the  affirmative,  the  ques- 
tion was  put  by  the  Chairman  to  the  committee, 
in  this  form :  '^  Has  the  member  from  Pennsylva- 
nia spoken  to  the  question  before  the  committee?" 
Ayes  24,  noes  55. 

Mr.  Gallatin  then  proceeded,  fie  said  he 
would  not  have  troubled  the  committee  on  this 
question,  had  he  thought  it  of  great  importance. 

The  gentleman  from  Connecticut  TMr.  N. 
Smith)  might  have  spared  himself  part  oi  the  ob- 
servations which  he  had  made,  particularly  his 
appeal  to  all  those  in  favor  of  tne  bill,  and  upon 
those  in  favor  of  throwing  the  tax  upon  that  part 
of  the  community  who  are  best  able'  to  bear  it. 
and  to  avert  it  from  the  poor.  Indeed,  he  had 
been  astonished  at  what  fell  from  the  gentleman 
from  New  YorL  (Mr.  J.  Wiluams  ;)  lor,  though 
he  generally  difiered  from  him  in  opinion  on  po- 
litical questions,  he  had  generally  sagacity  enough 
to  see  how  a  tax  would  operate ;  but.  in  the  pre- 
sent .  case,  he  had  been  quite  mistaken  in  this 
respect. 

In  the  first  place,  the  mode  pro{)Osed  will  create 
peat  delay  and  expense.  It  will  introduce  delay, 
because  it  will  make  a  double  valuation  necessa* 
ry,  where  a  single  one  would  have  been  sufficient. 
Besides,  if  the  lands  and  houses  were  to  be  valued 
together,  as  is  the  case  in  most  States,  the  asses- 
sors could  have  had  recourse  to  the  documents  of 
the  several  States ;  but,  if  this  section  is  not  struck 
out,  they  will  be  obliged  to  make  all  their  assess- 
ments afresh,  without  any  assistance  from  the 
State  documents.  Whether  this  would  not  occa- 
sion both  delay  and  expense,  he  left  the  committee 
to  decide. 

With  respect  to  the  inequality  of  this  bill,  its 
principle  is  founded  on  inequality,  and  therefore 
cannot  be  amended.  The  moment  houses  of  a 
different  value  are  thrown  into  the  same  class, 
and  made  to  pay  the  same  tax,  a  principle  of  in- 
equality is  introduced  which  cannot  be  got  rid  of. 
But  it  IS  in  other  respects  unequal.  Assessors  will 
assess  in  diffisrent  places  on  difierent  principles, 
and  there  will  be  no  way  of  remedyin|f  the  defect. 
What  security  should  he  or  his  constituents  have 
that  the  assessors  of  Philadelphia  will  assess  their 
houses  according  to  their  real  value  ?  Or  what 
security  have  the  citizens  of  Philadelphia  that  the 
people  beyond  the  Alleghany  mountains  will 
assess  their  property  according  to  its  real  value  % 
None.  Unless  Commissioners  were  employed  to 
adjust  the  various  assessments  which  are  m^de, 
no  equality  of  taxation  could  be  expected.  He 
knew  that  in  one  township,  in  his  own  county, 
land  had  been  valued  once  at  two  shillings  pec 
acre,  whilst  in  others  lands  oi  the  same  value  had 
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been  rated  at  ten  shillings.  Thooffh  justice  may, 
therefore,  he  done  to  persons  in  l^e  same  town- 
ship, it  may  he  very  unequal,  as  the  assessment 
relates  to  different  districts. 

In  this  bill  the  same  inconveniences  had  been 
fores^n,  and  in  order  to  rectify  them,  Commis- 
sioners have  been  provided  to  adjust  the  value  of 
lands,  but  not  of  houses ;  and  if  the  committee 
will  agree  that  houses  and  lands  shall  be  valued 
together,  according  to  their  real  value,  instead  of 
returning  the  houses  in  classes,  the  Commission- 
ers will  be  able  to  rectify  any  inequality  which 
may  take  place.  But,  in  order  to  avoid  the  diffi- 
culty wliich  had  been  suggested  as  attending  the 
valuation  of  lands  and  houses  separate,  the  j^n- 
tleman  from  Connecticut  has  assumed  a  pnn<ii- 
ple  which  is  not  to  he  found  in  the  bill.  He  sup- 
poses that  the  assessors  shall  value  houses  se^rai- 
rately,  and  send  die  valuation  to  the  Commission- 
ers, who,  he  says,  will  place  them  in  their  proper 
classes.  This  provision  is  not  in  the  bill ;  but  if 
it  was,  it  would  not  remove  the  objection.  In 
what  manner  are  Commissioners  to  know  the  va- 
lue of  houses  upon  farms  ?  They  will  be  aUe  to 
rectify  the  assessments  upon  lands,  because  that 
reauires  only  a  general  knowledge  of  the  relative 
value  of  land  in  different  parts  of  the  State;  but 
they  cannot  rectify  the  assessments  of  houses,  be- 
cause this  would  require  a  particular  knowledge 
of  every  house,  which  they  cannot  possess. 

A  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Otis) 
had  said,  that  there  was  no  more  reason  for  con- 
necting land  and  houses  together,  than  land  and 
slaves ;  for  houses  were  an  article  of*  expense,  and 
land  of  revenue.  All  this  may  be  true  as  an  ab- 
stract proposition ;  but  when  the  speculation  is 
brought  into  practice,  it  will  not  be  found  to  an- 
swer. And  notwithstanding  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  says  that  lands  and  houses  are  not 
connected  together,  he  knew  the  contrary;  for, 
if  he  wished  to  sell  his  house,  he  knew  he  could 
not  do  it  without  selling  his  farm  also,  nor  his 
£inn  without  his  house ;  but  if  he  was  tne  owner 
of  a  slave,  T which,  however,  he  was  not,)  he 
knew  he  could  sell  him  witnout  either  house  or 
land.  It  is  true  that  land  is  the  production  of  na- 
ture, and  houses  of  art,  but  it  is  impossible  to  dis- 
connect them.  But  suppose  it  is  admitted  that 
houses  may  be  valued  separately ;  it  must  be  done 
in  an  arbitrarv  manner ;  and  the  gentleman  from 
Connecticut  had  himself  pointed  out  one  of  the 
most  arbitrary  ways  imag^inable,  by  saying  that,  if 
a  siB|fle  house  stood  distmct  fVom  a  farm  in  any 
district,  it  would  be  a  guide  for  valuing  all  the 
houses  on  farms  in  the  district ;  for.  if  a  house 
stands  by  itself,  it  is  a  house  in  a  village,  which 
yields  an  income,  which  is  worth  more,  and  will 
sell  for  more,  than  a  house  standing  upon  a  farm. 
Upon  the  whole,  it  was  clear  to  him  that  a  dis- 
tinction between  land  and  houries  would  be  at- 
tended with  iimumerable  difficulties,  and  the  as- 
sessors must  be  altogether  relied  upon  for  the 
accuracy  of  their  valuations. 

Mr.  G.  complained  that  gentlemen,  in  speaking 
on  this  subject,  had  introduced  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasmry,  as  though  it  made  a 


part  of  the  present  bill ;  whereas,  it  relates  to  ano- 
ther bill,  wnieh  is  to  apportion  a  tax  u|!»on  houses 
according  to  their  classes.  How  could  gentlemen 
say  it  is  the  intention  of  the  c(Hnmittee  to  lay  such 
a  tax  upon  one  class,  and  such  a  tax  upon  another. 
Gentlemen  in  favor  of  retaining  this  section,  tell 
the  committee  that  the  tax  will  fall  upon  the 
rich,  and  that  three-fourths  of  it  will  be  raised 
from  houses.  Nothine  could  foe  more  fallacious. 
There  is  no  security  for  any  such  thing.  In  the 
first  place  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  goes  upon 
an  idea  that  there  are  a  certain  number  of  houses 
in  the  United  States,  of  such  and  such  descrip- 
tions, but  for  which  he  has  no  data ;  then  he  sup- 
posiss  that,  if  there  are  so  many  in  the  whole,  there 
are  so  many  of  different  descriptions ;  and,  third- 
ly, he  proceeds  to  propose  a  certain  tax  for  each, 
wnieh.  if  adopted  by  Congress,  and  if  ail  his  other 
suppositions  are  correct,  will  produce  a  certain 
sum. 

Mr.  G.  was  confident  the  statement  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  number  and  value  of  the  houses  of  the 
United  States  was  incorrect.  He  values  them  at 
three  hundred  and  fifty  millions  of  dollars,  and 
no  j^n tleman  could  believe  that  the  houses  in  the 
United  States  were  worth  that  money.  He  be- 
lieved there  would  be  a  much  larger  number  of 
houses  exempt  from  duty  than  the  Secretary  ima- 
gines, and  a  much  less  number  of  houses  or  hi^h 
value  than  he  has  stated.  But  not  only  there  will 
-be  less  houses  taxed  than  he  supposes;  but  they 
will  be  rated  below  their  real  value ;  for,  as  the 
manner  of  raising  the  tax  is  perfectly  arbitrary, 
the  effect  will  be  that,  in  every  township,  the  as- 
sessor will  value  the  houses  in  his  district  as  low 
as  possible.  Yet  it  is '  said  that  three-fourths  of 
the  tax  will  be  raised  from  houses.  To  prove  this, 
several  principles  are  assumed  as  true,  of  which 
we  have  no  proof,  viz :  that  there  are  the  number 
of  houses  estimated,  (of  which  we  know  nothing,) 
that  there  are  many  in  the  higher  classes  as  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  supposes,  and  that  the 
asssessors  will  faithfully  perform  their  duty,  though 
there  will  be  no  control  over  them  to  bind  th^ 
to  it.  if  any  one  of  these  assumptions  fail,  then 
the  whole  or  the  calculation  falls  to  the  ground. 

But,  Mr.  G  said,  he  would  go  further.  That^ 
idea,  thrown  out  to  entice  farmers  and  landhold- 
ers, that  91.200,000  will  be  raised  from  houses, 
and  only  9500,000  from  land,  was  a  mere  take-in, 
and  nothing  more  than  a  Treasury  plan,  in  order 
to  raise  more  money  ;  for,  if  the  fact  was  to  turn 
out  so,  the  consequence  would  be,  that  the  owners 
of  houses  will  complain  of  the  burden,  and  say 
that  the  tax  on  land  is  too  light:  and  at  a  future 
day,  probably  next  session,  it  will  be  argued  that 
farmers  do  not  pay  enough — the  tax  on  houses  will 
remain  the  same— -that  upon  land  will  be  trebled; 
and  thus  the  inhabitants  of  the  country  will  have 
to  pay  a  double  tax— one  on  their  houses,  and  one 
on  their  land. 

Another  assertion  was  made  to  render  this  provi* 
sion  unpopular,  to  wit :  that  the  tax  would  fall 
more  lightly  on  the  poor  than  on  the  rich.  Let 
us  see,  said  he,  how  &r  this  idea  is  correct.  Sup« 
podug  that  the  estimate  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
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Treasury  be  adopted,  to  show  that  the  rich  will 
pay  mor^  than  the  poor,  it  ought  to  be  shown  chat 
they  pay  more  per  cent.,  according  to  their  prop- 
erty, than  the  poor ;  and  that  houses  of  from  ten 
to  twenty  thousand  dollars  value  pay  more  tax, 
in  proportion  to  their  value,  than  houses  of  from 
six  to  twelve  hundred  dollars  value.  He  had  made 
a  calculation,  and  did  not  find  this  to  be  the  case, 
but  that  the  classes  stood  in  the  following  propor- 
tion— each  paying  on  an  average  as  follows : 

First  class  bouses,  from  eighty  to  two  hundred  dollars 
value,  fiye-fourteenths  per  cent 

Second  class  houses,  from  two  hundred  to  six  hundred 
dollars  value,  three-eighths  per  cent 

Third  class  houses,  from  six  hundred  to  twelve  hundred 
dollars  value,  one-third  per  cent 

Fourth  class  houses,  from  twelve  hundred  to  two  thou- 
sand dollars  yalue,  three-eighths  per  cent 

Fifth  class  houses,  from  two  thousMid  to  four  thousand 
dollan  value,  two-fifths  per  cent 

Sixth  class  houses,  from  four  thousand  to  six  thousand 
dollars  yalue,  two-fifths  per  cent 

Seventh  class  houses,  from  six  thousand  to  ten  thou- 
sand dollars  value,  three-eights  per  cent 

Eighth  class  houses,  fit>m  ten  thousand  to  twenty-five 
Uiousand  dollars  yalue,  twelve  thirty-fifths  per  cent 

The  ninth  class,  above  twenty-five  thousand,  as  it  is 
unbounded,  could  not  be  estimated.  Putting  the 
proportions  in  whole  numbers,  they  are  as  follow  : 
42,  46,  40, 46,  48,  48,  46,  41. 

Thus,  upon  an  average,  according  to  that  plan) 
a  house  from  eighty  to  two  hundred  dollars  value 
would  pay  more  in  proportion  to  its  value  than  a 
house  of  rrom  ten  thousand  to  twenty-five  thou- 
sand ;  and  a  house  from  two  to  four  thousand  dol- 
lars value,  would  pav  more  than  a  house  from  six 
to  ten  thousand.  The  inequality  would  appear 
still  more  striking,  if  specific  instances  were  taxen. 
Thus,  a  house  one  hundred  dollars  value  is  to  pay 
half  a  dollar — that  is  to  say  half  per  cent  on  its 
value ',  and  a  house  worth  twenty-four  thousand 
dollars  is  to  pay  sixty  dollars,  that  is  to  say,  only 
a  quarter  per  cent,  on  its  value ;  that  is  to  say, 
that  the  palace  worth  twenty-four  thousand  dol- 
lars pays  only  one  half,  in  proportion  to  it$  value, 
of  the  tax  raised  on  the  cottaige  worth  only  one 
hundred  dollars.  Nay,  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts, (Mr.  Otis,)  at  the  same  time  that  he 
contended,  in  the  face  of  positive  calculation,  that 
this  tax  would  fall  more  lightly  on  the  poor  than 
on  the  rich,  had  conceded  rally  that  it  would  ope- 
rate in  a  diflferent  manner,  and  had  gone  so  far  as 
to  say  that  it  was  proper  to  make  nouses  of  low 
value,  and  consequently  inhabited  by  the  poorest 
class  of  citizens,  pay  a  greater  tax  than  other 
bouses  in  proportion  to  their  respective  value ;  as, 
unless  that  was  done,  it  would  not  be  worth  while 
to  collect  the  tax  upon  them.  The  inequality  re- 
sulting from  that  plan,  applied  as  well  to  houses 
of  a  moderate  value  as  to  those  of  the  smallest 
value.  For  a  house  worth  two  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars  is  to  pay  a  dollar  and  a  half;  and  a  house 
worth  one  thousand  dollars,  that  is  to  say,  four 
times  as  much,  pays  only  three  dollars;  that  is  to 
eay^  only  double  the  tax,  instead  of  six  dollars, 
which  it  should  pay,  if  both  were  taxed  accord- 


ing to  their  respective  value.  A  house  worth  two 
thousand  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  pays  twelve 
dollars ;  and  a  house  worth  four  times  as  much, 
that  is  to  say,  nine  thousand  dollars,  instead  of 
paying  four  times  as  much,  that  b  to  say,  forty- 
eight  dollars,  is  to  pay  only  thirty  dollars. 

The  fact  is,  that  in  all  the  States  south  of  New 
England,  the  business  is  done  in  the  way  which 
he  wished  to  recommend.  All  those  persons  who 
live  in  remote  parts  of  the  country,  pav  nothing 
for  their  houses,  but  only  for  their  land.  If  the 
principle  in  the  bill  was  agreed  to,  then  houses  of 
a  less  value  than  eighty  dollars  would  remain  in 
the  same  situation  m  which  he  wished  to  place 
all;  but  others,  who  live  in  houses  worth  more 
than  eightv  dollars,  will  first  have  to  pay  lor  their 
houses  and  then  for  their  land.  For,  if  an  indivi- 
dual in  the  country  has  a  house  which  cost 
him  one  thousand  dollars,  and  a  citizen  of  the 
city  of  Philadelphia  has  one  which  cost  him 
the  same  money,  it  is  the  intention  of  this  bill  that 
the  house  in  the  country  shall  pay  as  much  tax 
as  the  house  in  the  city,  m  addition  to  the  tax  put 
upon  the  farm  on  whicn  it  may  be  built ;  though, 
according  to  the  old  system  of  valuing  houses  ana 
farms  together,  he  supposed  that  such  a  house  and 
farm  together  would  not  have  been  charged  with 
more  than  the  house  in  Philadelphia. 

Mr.  G.  said,  he  would  mention  one  strong  in- 
stance in  which  such  a  principle  would  operate 
against  common  farmers.  Every  man  who  has  a 
house  must  pay  a  tax  for  it ;  but  these  men  who 
hold  lar^e  uncultivated  tracts  of  land  (which  are 
mostly  rich)  will  escape  without  Uxation. 

Thus,  he  believed,  he  had  shown  that  the  [dan 
proposed  by  the  bill  would  tend  to  introduce  a 
greater  inequality  than  if  the  houses  and  land  are 
valued  together,  according  to  the  practice  of  the 
several  States ;  that  it  will  also  delay  the  collec- 
tion of  the  tax,  and  increase  the  expense. 

It  is  true^  Mr.  G.  said,  and  it  was  the  only  ob- 
jection which  he  could  see  to  the  proposition  yes- 
terday, when  he  brought  forward  this  amendment, 
that  new  houses  wo|ild.  for  a  time,  escape  taxa- 
tion. This,  he  believed,  would  be  the  only  incon- 
venience; and  that  would,  in  some  degree,  be  bal- 
anced by  the  encouraging  improvements. 

His  colleague  (Mr.  Sitgbbaves)  had  suggested 
an  amendment  for  the  including  of  improvements 
in  the  same  way  as  houses,  which,  if  adopted, 
would  introduce  the  same  inconveniences  wnich 
are  complained  of  as  arising  from  connecting 
houses  and  land  together,  as  new  improvements 
will  constantly  be  made  as  well  as  new  houses 
built 

As  to  the  idea  of  facility  of  collection,  if  the 
tax  were  to  be  laid  upon  houses  alone,  he  had  no 
doubt  but  it  would  be  more  easilv  collected  than 
if  it  were  laid  on  land,  or  on  lana  and  houses  to- 
gether ;  but  this  bill  contemplates  a  tax  on  both, 
and  whether  a  larger  or  less  sum  be  raised  from 
land,  it  will  be  attended  with  nearly  the  saiae 
trouole  and  expense. 

In  every  point  of  view  in  which  he  could  con- 
sider it,  Mr.  G.  said,  nothing  but  inconvenience 
and  inequality  aroae  from  retaining  the  sectioii, 
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and  no  evil  that  he  saw  could  arise  from  striking 
it  oat.  He  hoped,  therefore,  the  amendment  would 
be  adopted. 

Mr.  Sewall  said,  the  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
Tania  had  introduced  so  many  uncaodid  argu- 
ments, that  he  could  not  forbear  taking  notice  of 
some  of  them.  He  had  endeavored  by  every 
means  in  his  power  to  get  rid  of  this  clause,  whe- 
ther from  a  wish  to  get  rid  of  the  bill  altogether, 
he  could  not  say.  It  had  that  appearance  at  least, 
since  every  one  must  acknowledge  that  it  would 
render  a  land  tax  less  disagreeable,  to  have  houses 
assessed  in  tlie  manner  proposed,  than  by  con- 
founding them  with  land,  and  bv  that  means  suf- 
fering them  to  pass  almost  without  value.  This 
clause  was  intended  as  a  remedy  to  the  defect  ac- 
knowledged to  exist  in  a  system  of  this  kind,  of 
not  being  able  to  reach  pereonal  property.  This 
bill  does  not  go  to  the  property  of  persons  in  busi- 
ness, or  to  any  kind  of  money-property,  and  laying 
a  tax  upon  a  man,  in  proportion  to  tne  size  and 

rdness  of  bis  house,  will,  in  some  degree,  reme- 
^  the  omission,  and  when  gentlemen  attempt  to 
ffet  rid  of  it,  he  must  thing  they  wish  to  get  rid  of 
tne  system  itself. 

Mr.  S.  complained,  that  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  had  not  acted  with  any  tolerable 
degree  of  candor  in  this  business.  He  had  not 
attended  to  the  principle  of  this  subject,  but  gone 
into  the  consideration  of  a  detail  which  is  capable 
of  amendment,  and  which  gentlemen  acknowl- 
edjge  themselves  read)[  to  amend.  Not  content 
with  this^  he  has  gone  into  other  parts  of  the  bill, 
anticipating  with  what  the  blanks  of  another  bill 
may  be  filled,  and  examining  the  statements  and 
opinions  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  None 
of  these  observations  had  the  least  weight  upon 
him,  and  he  trusted  they  would  have  as  little  upon 
the  committee. 

To  consider  the  objections  of  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsvlvania  somewhat  in  detail.  He  says 
this  mode  or  laying  the  tax  will  create  great  delay. 
How  can  this  be  ?  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasu- 
ry supposes  the  tax  on  houses  will  be  much  more 
speedily  collected  from  persons  well  able  to  pay 
it.  But,  it  is  said,  if  this  plan  is  adopted  the  as- 
sessors cannot  avail  themselves  of  the  use  of  the 
assessment  of  the  several  States ;  but  were  they, 
Mr.  S.  a.sked,  to  be  governed  wholly  by  these  as- 
sessments of  the  States  1  If  not,  and  they  must 
value  the  lands  for  themselves,  be  could  not  see 
that  any  great  advantage  could  be  derived  frpm  a 
reference  to  the  State  assessments. 

But,  it  is  said,  this  mode  of  raisins  the  tax  ought 
not  to  be  agreed  to,  because  it  is  liable  to  be  abus- 
ed by  the  returns  of  the  assessors.  This  he  doubt- 
ed not  might  be  prevented.  But,  it  is  added,  that 
if  the  House  succeeds  in  making  the  proposed  as- 
sessments on  houses,  to  the  relief  of  land,  it  might 
be  expected  that  hereafter  it  would  be  thrown  upon 
|he  land ;  not,  Mr.  S.  apprehended,  while  a  majori- 
ty of  this  House  areiand-holdi^,  who  will  natu- 
,  rally  be  disposed  to-pwHr^Jeavy  a  tax  upon  cities 
HIS  they  can,,  to  the  relief  of  themselves  and  their 
eonstituelits  r>but  the  gentleman  from  Pennsvlva- 
nia is  afraid  'that,  though  this  section  should  be 


retained,  still  houses  may  be  valued  at  a  less  rate  * 
per  cent,  than  they  would  be  when  valued  with 
the  land.    This  was  supposing  what  is*, in  the  na- 
ture of  things,  impossible. 

,  Without  attenaing  further  to  the  objections  of 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  Mr.  S.  said,  he 
would  give  to  the  committee  his  own  ideas  of  the 
bill.  It  is  complained  that  there  will  be  great  dif- 
ficulty in  separating  houses  from  farms.  He  al- 
lowed there  would  be  that  difficulty  if  the  assess- 
ors were  to  consider  one  annihilated  when  they 
<hey  valued  the  other ;  but  no  tnan  would  value  a 
house  as  if  there  was  no  farm  belonging  to  it,  or  a 
farm  as  if  without  a  house,  when  the  farm  or  the 
house  was  on  the  spot.  As  well  might  it  be  said, 
that  if  a  farm  house  was  burned  down,  no  value 
could  be  put  upon  the  farm.  Besides,  he  knew  it 
was  common  to  estimate  farms  and  buildings  sep- 
arately. Nor  could  farmers  be  displeased  wiw 
having  their  houses  separately  valued,  since  they  ^ 
would  be  assured  that  the  tax  would  principally 
fall  upon  houses  in  the  cities,  and  that  houses 
there  would  bejtaxed  mucHlti^er  than  houses  in 
tha  country,  ^ut  the  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania boasts  nbnself  of  an  unwillingness  to  lay 
less  upon  the  farmers  than  their  proportion  of  the 
tax.'^Afc".  S.  believed,  however,  that  farmers  P 
would^ee  the  reasonableness  of  taxing  people  as  - 
nearly  as  possible  according  to  their  ability  to  pay, 
which  is  tne  object  of  this  bill. 

As  to  the  inequality  produced  by  classing  tho 

houses,  it  might  be  avoided  by  providing  that    \f 
the  houses  shall  be  valued,  and  a  tax  <  " 
per  centum  exceeding  the jper  „cen««rm 

upon  land,  put  upon  tnem^  if  the  section  i 

ed.    He  hoped,  therefore,  it  would  be  retained. 

The  question  for  striking  out  the  section  was 
put  and  carried— 45  to  39. 

The  committee  then  rose  and  had  leave  to  sit 
again. 

INTERCOURSE  WITH  PRANCE. 

Mr.  Sewall  reported  a  bill  to  suspend  the  com- 
mercial intercourse  between  the  United  States  and 
France,  and  the  dependencies  thereof,  which  was 
committed  for  to-morrow. 

AMENDMENT  OF  RULES. 

Mr.  Allen  moved  a  resolution  declaratory  of  the 
meaning  of  the  rule  adopted  some  days  ago,  pro- 
hibiting members  from  speaking  more  than  once 
to  a  question,  viz :  that  prefatory  remarks  to  a  mo- 
tion shall  be  considered  as  speaking  to  the  question. 

Mr.  Harper  moved  another,  which  he  thought 
would  be  better,  viz :  "  that,  for  the  remainder  of 
this  session,  no  member  shall  be  permitted  to  speak, 
except  to  a  motion  made  and  seconded,  and  stated 
from  the  Chair." 

The  Speaker  said,  from  the  decision  which  had 
taken  place,  in  future  no  member  would  be  per- 
mitted to  speak,  prefatorily,  to  a  motion. 

The  two  motions  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 


>viding  that  ^7 

;  of  so  much  | 

m  to  be  laid  I 

on  is  retain-  / 


TnuRanAY,  May  31. 
Mr.  Macon  called  up  the  resohition  which  he 
yesterday  laid  upon  the  table  for  an^djoummeat 
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of  both  Houses  on  the  14th  of  June ;  which,  after 
8ome  objections  by  Mr.  Sbwall,  who  stated  that 
it  was  impossible  to  say  how  soon  the  public  busi- 
ness could  be  finished,  was  negatived — 34  to  32. 

Mr.  EoMONn,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill  from  the  Senate  making  an  alter- 
ation in  the  Judicial  Courts  of  the  United  States, 
reported  it  as  their  opinion  that  the  bill  ought  to 
pass  without  amendment.  The  bill  was  com- 
mitted for  Monday. 

AMENDMENT  OP  RULES. 
Mr.  Allen  called  up  his  resolution,  proposing  that 
when  a  member  introduces  a  motion,  the  remarks 
he  makes  upon  it  shall  be  considered  as  speaking 
once  to  the  question,  and  deemed  to  be  within  the 
rule  of  the  18th  May,  which  directs  that  no  mem- 
ber shall  speak  to  a  question  more  than  once. 

Mr.  Harper  moved  to  rescind  the  rule  itself. 
He  believed  it  had  been  long  enough  in  operation 
to  prove  that  it  was  wholly  useless,  as  it  was  con- 
stantly evaded.  The  gentleman  from  Connecticut 
proposes  to  prevent  one  evasion,  but  there  are 
more  ways  than  one  of  evading  it.  Motions  miffht 
be  made,  one  after  another,  so  thara  man  who  has 
ingenuity  and  dexterity  enough  to  evade  the  rule, 
does  so,  and  those  only  are  bound  by  it  who  will 
not  take  advantage  of  evasions.  He  believed,  also, 
that  the  rule  was  fundamemtally  wrong.  He 
knew  the  liberty  of  speaking^  might  be  abused  by 
members,  but  he  believed  this  could  only  be  cured 
by  gentlemen's  own  sense  of  propriety. 

This  motion  for  rescinding  the  rule  was  ordered 
to  lie  till  to-morrow. 

DIRECT  TAXES. 

Mr.  Sewall  said,  so  important  a  chancre  had 
taken  place  in  the  bill  for  laying  and  collecting 
direct  taxes,  tt^at  much  time  would  be  saved  by 
recommitting  the  bill  to  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means.    He  therefore  made  that  motion. 

This  motion  was  nf  gatived-Hll  to  31. 

Mr.  Harper  moved  to  postpone  the  considera- 
tion of  this  bill  till  Monday. 

This  motion,  after  some  opposition,  was  nega- 
tived—48  to  33. 

Mr.  Harper  then  moved  to  postpone  it  till  Sat- 
urday, which  being  negatived,  a  motion  was  made 
and  carried  for  a  po^ponement  till  to-morrow. 

MARINE  CORPS. 
Mr.  Sewall  called  for  the  order  of  the  day  on 
the  bill  establishing  a  marine  corps.  The  House 
accordingly  went  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  that  bill,  and,  after  a  few  objections  from  Mr. 
Macon,  statins,  that  as  the  marines  would  be  pro- 
bably scattered  from  one  end  of  the  continent  to 
the'other,  he  did  not  think  there  was  any  necessity 
for  a  field  officer ;  which  were  replied  to  by  Messrs. 
Sbwall  and  Dayton.  The  bill  was  agreed  to, 
and  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

INTERCOURSE  WITH  PRANCE. 
Mr.  Sewall  next  moved  that  the  House  go  into 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  suspend- 
ing the  commercial  intercourse  between  the  United 
States  and  France,  and  the  dependencies  thereof, 


and  the  Honse  resolved  itaelf  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  accordingly. 

Mr.  S.  after  introducing  a  trifling  amendment 
in  the  first  section,  moved  to  fill  the  blank  contain- 
ing the  period  at  which  this  law  should  take  effect 
With  the  first  of  July. 

Mr.  Otis  thought  this  too  distant  a  period.  He 
conceived,  if  a  vessel  was  about  to  sail  from  this 
port  in  a  few  days,  it  ought  to  be  restrained.  And 
if  a  few  days  were  given,  after  the  passing  of  the 
act  shall  have  been  duly  notified  at  the  different 
ports,  he  believed  that  would  be  sufficient. 

Mr.  Dayton  (the  Speaker)  hoped  the  blank 
would  not  now  be  filled.  He  was  not  sure  that  it 
would  be  proper  to  ^ass  this  bill,  except  there  was 
a  prospect  of  reducing  our  enemy  to  submission 
by  starving  them.  In  order  to  give  the  committee 
who  reported  this  bill  an  opportunity  of  informis^ 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  what  are  the  advan- 
tages expected  to  be  derived  from  this  bill,  he 
should  move  to  strike  out  the  first  section. 

The  Chairman  said  the  motion  was  not  in  or- 
der, as  the  first  section  had  already  been  amended. 

Mr.  Sewall  moved  the  following  amendment, 
viz:  "excepting  any  vessel  to  which  the  President 
of  the  United  States  shall  grant  a  passport,  which 
he  is  hereby  authorized  to  grant,  in  all  cases  wheve 
it  is  requisite  for  any  purposes  of  political  or  oft- 
tional  intercourse."    Agreed  to. 

Mr.  Gallatin  wish^  to  know  what  was  the 
difference  "between  "the  French  Republic" — ex- 
pressions used  in  the  bill  ? — or  "  the  Government 
of  France  ?" 

Mr.  SfiWALL  said,  the  committee  thought  it  ne- 
cessary to  provide  for  all  possible  occurrencea; 
and  they  conceived  it  might  happen,  that  when  a 

f)eace  shall  take  place,  that  that  country  may  no 
oncer  be  a  Repuolic. 

Mr.  Gallatin  wished  to  know  whether,  if  the 
House  were  about  to  pass  a  bill  relative  to  Gbeat 
Britain,  they  would  use  the  words  "  Kingdom  of 
Great  Britain,  or  the  Government  of  Great  Bri- 
tain," from  the  possibility  that  that  country  mi^L 
in  the  course  ofthe  Summer,  become  a  Republic? 
He  believed  not.  He  therefore  moved  to  strike 
out  the  words  "  the  French  Republic,"  which  was 
carried  without  a  division. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

COMPENSATION  TO  COLLECTORS  OF  THB 
REVENUE. 

Mr.  Harper  called  for  the  order  of  the  day  on 
the  bill  for  regulating  the  compensation  of  officers 
employed  in  the  collection  of  tae  internal  revenue 
of  the  United  States,  and  to  provide  for  the  more 
effectual  settlement  of  their  accounts. 

Mr.  Gallatin  moved  to  discharge  the  Com- 
mittee ofthe  Whole  from  the  further  consideration 
of  this  subject,  with  a  view,  if  that  motion  was 
carried,  to  postpone  it  till  the  next  session  of  Con- 
gress. This  bill,  he  said,  proposed  an  advance  of 
the  salaries  of  those  officers  of  about  25  per  cent*, 
though  it  is  well  known  that  the  expense  of  col- 
lecting this  revenue  had  heretofore  been  consid- 
ered as  high.    This  bill  has  been  originated  on  a 
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report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petitions  of  two  revenue  officers 
from  Massac huseltSj  the  one  a  supervisor,  the  other 
a  collector.  They  complain  that  their  salaries 
are  not  sufficient.  The  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury gave  it  as  his  opinion,  that  it  would  be  impro* 
p«r  to  raise  the  salaries  of  these  two  officers,  with- 
out a  general  regulation,  and  that  report  produced 
the  present  bill.  He  did  not  think,  therefore,  as 
there  were  only  two  solitary  complaints  before 
them,  that  it  would  be  proper,  especially  at  this 
late  period  of  the  session,  to  go  into  the  subject. 
He  had  himself  never  heard  of  any  complaint  of 
the  present  salaries  being  too  low.  He  knew  the 
office  of  Supervisor  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania 
was  filled  by  a  man  of  great  respectability  and  pro- 
perty, and  he  believed  these  officers  are  generally 
persons  of  this  description,  who  would  not  accept 
of  them,  if  they  were  not  worth  their  attention. 
He  did  not  think  it  necessary,  therefore,  to  go  into 
the  subject  of  raising  the  salaries  of  all  the  reve- 
nue officers  of  the  United  States,  especially  when 
Congress  is  about  to  lay  a  land-tax  to  the  amount 
of  two  millions,  which  is  to  be  collected  by  the 
same  officers,  and  upon  which  they  will  be  allowed 
a  certain  rate  per  cent.  The  House  ought  to  know, 
therefore,  what  addition  this  new  tax  will  aflford 
them  before  they  attempt  to  change  the  present 
system,  especially  at  a  time  when  all  the  economy 
possible  ought  to  be  observed  in  the  expenditure 
of  public  money.  He  hoped,  therefore,  the  sub- 
ject would  be  postponed. 

Mr.  Sbwall  presumed  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  must  have  paid  some  attention  to 
this  subject ;  and,  if  so,  he  must  know  that  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  has  stated,  that  the 
proposed  augmentation  is  necessary,  in  order  to 
prevent  the  greatest  embarrassment  in  the  collec- 
tion of  the  internal  revenue^.  After  such  a  de- 
claration by  the  Head  of  .a  Department,  who  must 
be  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  subject,  he 
should  have  supposed  that  no  objection  could 
have  been  made  to  the  measure.  And^  though 
Ae  table  was  not  covered  with  petitions,  he 
had  no  doubt  these  officers  had  pretty  generally 
stated  their  complaints  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury.  He  himself  knew,  from  the  informa- 
tion of  that  gentleman  himselt,  that  the  Supervi- 
sor of  Massachusetts,  after  paying  his  clerk  hire, 
had  only  $800  a  year  left  for  his  own  services, 
which  is  less  than  he  would  be  able  to  get  as  a 
common  clerk. 

Mr.  Harper  observed,  that  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  had  argued  to  show  that  the  propos- 
ed augmentation  is  not  necessary ;  or,  if  it  be,  that 
the  land  tax  will  afford  that  augmentation.  As 
to  the  first  argument,  he  thought  the  opinion  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  might  very  well  be 
set  against  that  of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
▼ania,  and  he  says  that  it  is  necessary,  to  prevent 
the  greatest  embarrassments;  and  surely  gentle- 
men will  not  consent  to  risk  these  embarrass- 
ments for  the  sake  of  25  per  cent,  upon  the  pre- 
sent salaries  of  the  officers,  which  may  amount 
U>  from  $25,000  to  $30,000.  This  would  be  bad 
economy,  as  it  would  risk  reyenue  to  three  or  four 
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times  the  amount.  But  because  there  are  only 
two  petitions  before  the  House,  and  because  the 
gentleman  says  the  Supervisor  of  this  State  is  a 
wealthy  and  respectable  individual,  these  salaries 
ought  not  to  be  raised.  It  might  happen  that 
these  wealthy  officers,  of  whom  the  gentleman 
speaks,  may  be  the  worst  kind  of  officers  which 
could  be  employed  in  the  business.  In  order  to 
have  the  publip  ousiness  done  well,  the  livelihood 
of  the  person  who  does  it  should  aepend  upon  it. 
He  will  then  devote  his  whole  time  and  attention 
to  if.  But,  it  is  said,  the  salaries  of  these  officers 
will  be  augmented  by  means  of  the  land  tax. 
This  depends  upon  themselves,  as  they  may  make 
their  allowance  for  collecting  that  tax  what  they 
please.  Indeed,  a  land  tax  might  not  be  a^eed 
to  at  all;  and  he  believed  some  gentlemen  wished 
to  destroy  it.  He  hoped,  however,  they  would  be 
disappointed.  Neither  is  the  augmentation  of 
salaries  the  only  object  of  the  bill.  A  more  ener- 
getic mode  than  has  heretofore  existed  for  the 
compelling  of  officers  to  settle  their  accounts, 
makes  a  promineijt  part  of  the.  bill.  This  regu- 
lation, he  believed,  was  very  essential,  and  he 
trusted  the  committee  would  not  be  discharged. 

Mr.  McDowell  was  in  favor  of  discharging 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  from  the  considera- 
tion of  this  bill.  The  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts has  spoken  of  the  clerk  hire  paid  by  the  Su- 
pervii>or  or  that  district.  What  the  duties  of  that 
officer  may  be,  he  could  not  say ;  but  he  supposed 
the  reason  for  his  paying  so  much  for  clerk  hire 
was,  he  did  nothing  himself.  It  was  the  opinion 
of  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  that  men 
of  property  and  respectability  are  not  the  most 
proper  persons  to  fill  the  office  of  Supervisor  of 
the  Revenue ;  he  differed  from  that  gentleman  in 
opinion.  He  also  believed  that  the  present  offi- 
cers are  generally  satisfied  with  their  salaries.  If 
they  had  not  thought  them  adequate,  they  would 
either  have  given  up  their  offices^  or  applied  for  an 
increase  of  compensation.  But,  it  is  said,  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  is  the  best  jud^e  of  this 
business.  He  had  no  doubt  he  had  the  best  infor- 
mation on  the  subject ;  but  when  he  was  called 
upon  to  increase  a  salary,  he  should  never  surren- 
der his  opinion  to  any  other  officer  of  Gk>vernment 
If  it  be  necessary  to  increase  the  pay  of  these  offi- 
cers, it  might  as  well  be  done  by  means  of  a 
higher  allowance  for  the  land  tax  as  in  any  other 
way. 

Mr.  CoiT  believed,  from  the  information  which 
he  himself  had  upon  this  subject,  that  the  opinion 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  just.  In  the 
district  from  which  he  came,  he  knew  it  had  been 
difficult  to  obtain  a  revenue  officer.  The  duties 
of  the  office  had  been  so  great,  and  the  compen- 
sation next  to  nothing,  that  the  Supervisor  found 
it  impossible  to  get  an  officer.  The  person  who 
at  present  holds  it,  has  been  importuned  to  take  it, 
and  he  holds  it  in  expectation  of  his  salary  being 
advanced.  He  believed  the  proposed  increase  of 
salary  would  be  saved  in  insuring  a  better  collec- 
tion of  the  revenue.  The  question  for  a  postpone- 
ment was  put  and  negatived,  there  being  only  23 
votes  for  it.  ^-^  , 
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Friday,  June  1. 
INTERCOURSE  WITH  FRANCE. 

The  bill  for  suspending  the  commercial  intei- 
eourse  between  the  Unit^  States  and  the  French 
Republic,  was  read  the  third  time;  and,  after  the 
blanks  were  filled, 

Mr.  Gallatin  inquired,  whether  there  was  not 
a  mistake  in  the  third  section  of  the  bill  in  that 
part  which  related  to  foreigners.  The  bill,  as  it 
Mands,  would  affect  vessels  belonging  to  foreign- 
ers residing  here.  He  proposed  a  change  in  the 
phraseology. 

Mr.  Sewall  had  no  objection  to  the  alteration, 
and  he  supposed  it  mi^ht  be  made  by  general  con- 
tent, without  recommitting  the  bill. 

Consent  was  granted,  and  the  alteration  made. 

The  following  question  was  then  put  "  Shall 
this  bill  pass  ?' 

Mr.  McDowell  could  not  reconcile  it  to  him- 
self to  give  a  silent  vote  on  the  passage  of  this  im- 
portant bill.  He  had  heard  no  reason  assigned 
for  the  introduction  of  this  bill,  either  when  the 
original  proposition  was  before  the  House,  or 
since ;  and,  therefore,  though  the  bill  might  pass 
by  a  large  majority,  he  should  give  his  vote 
against  it.  It  had  been  said,  by  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts,  that  this  bill  was  intended 
to  secure  the  property  of  the  citizens  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  from  capture.  How  was  this  to  be 
done?  This  bill  will  not  lay  an  embargo,  and, 
therefore,  cannot  prevent  our  vessels  from  falling 
into  the  hands  of  the  French,  or  any  other  nation, 
who  chooses  to  attack  them.  If  gentlemen  wish- 
ed to  effect  their  object,  they  ou^ht  to  propose  a 
^neral  embargo ;  but  when  he  found  gentlemen 
indisposed  to  this,  he  could  scarcely  beneve  them 
serious  in  their  wishes  to  prevent  the  property  of 
oar  citizens  from  being  taken.  By  this  bill  our 
merchants  are  prohibited  from  trading  to  any  of 
the  ports  of  France  or  her  dependencies.  This  he 
neither  thought  politic  or  just.  He  thought  there 
was  no  cause  for  going  this  length  at  present.  It 
would  be  seen  by  the  estimate  on  the  table,  the 
great  amount  of  exports  sent  to  those  countries, 
and  this  bill  would  not  only  destroy  the  trade  to 
France  and  her  dependencies,  but  affect  also  all 
oar  other  trade.  Gentlemen  better  acquainted 
with  commerce  than  he  pretended  to  be,  would  be 
Me  to  ascertain  the  effects  of  this  regulation  with 
more  precision  than  he  could  do;  but  it  appeared 
to  him  that  this  reflation  would  put  the  whole 
of  our  exports  within  the  power  of  Great  Britain. 
He  hoped,  therefore,  gentlemen  would  consider 
the  inconveniences  which  would  be  produced  by 
this  measure,  and  not  suffer  their  passions,  whicn 
are  so  highly  irritated  against  France,  to  lead  our 
own  citizens  into  seriou9  difficulties,  for  the  sake 
of  doin^  her  some  injury.  There  could  be  no 
doubt,  that  the  moment  France  received  the  in- 
formation of  the  passage  of  this  bill,  all  negotia- 
tion would  be  put  an  end  to,  and  they  will  laj 
their  hands  on  all  the  property  belonging  to  citi- 
zens of  this  country,  which  they  can  meet  with. 
He  was  of  opinion  that  the  prudence  of  our  mer- 
chants alone  would  be  sufficient  to  regulate  the 


business,  without  Legislative  interference.  Mr. 
McD.  hoped,  therefore,  the  bill  would  be  passed, 
and  called  the  yeas  and  nays  upon  it. 

Mr.  Sewall  said,  it  was  very  true,  as  the  gen- 
tleman from  North  Carolina  observed,  that  no 
general  reasons  had  been  given  in  favor  of  tbts 
bill ;  and  he  did  not  know  that  any  opportunity 
had  occurred  in  which  they  could  with  propriety 
have  been  griyen.  Certainly  if  a  measure  meets 
with  general  approbation,  and  [Misses  without  ar- 
gument and  without  discussion,  it  must  have  been 
carried  for  the  best  reasons.  Reasons,  said  be, 
are  not  strengthened  by  debate ;  general  conseat 
indicates  the  strongest  reasons  in  favor  of  a  mea- 
sure that  can  be  assigned. 

The  ffeatleman  from  North  Carolina  has  sup- 
posed that  the  only  argument  in  favor  of  this  bOl 
was,  that  it  would  be  the  means  of  protecting  the 
commerce  of  our  citizens;  that  ar^ment,  he 
agreed,  was  forcible,  but  he  confessed  he  relied 
upon  this  measure  very  much  affecting  our  ene- 
my. It  occurred  to  the  committee  that  this  mea- 
sure might  very  much  distress  the  French  West 
Indies,  which  are  the  harbor  of  a  nest  of  pirates, 
which  continually  assail  our  commerce.  It  is 
true,  he  said,  that  our  commerce  is  also  annoyed 
in  the  European  seas,  but  in  a  much  greater  de- 
gree from  vessels  fitted  out  from  the  West  Indies ; 
the  privateers  from  these  islands  depredate  our 
commerce  upon  our  coast,  and  if  no  measures  are 
taken  to  prevent  it,  they  might  soon  be  expected 
on  our  snores.  Any  measure,  therefore,  which 
can  be  taken,  consistent  with  our  political  situa- 
tion, ought  to  be  taken  to  prevent  this  mischief. 
This  would  not  be  carrying  on  hostility,  but  would 
withdraw  from  our  enemies  the  means  of  support- 
ing their  hostility.  Gentlemen  have  objected  to 
this  bill  because  they  conceive  it  will  not  have 
this  effect ;  he  was,  on  the  contrary,  in  favor  of  it, 
because  he  believed  it  would  have  the  effect. 

Mr.  S.  considered  our  trade  with  France  as  at 
present  annihilated,  as  well  as  that  with  Spain 
and  Holland,  in  a  ^eat  degree ;  and  France  must 
hereafter,  if  this  bill  passes  into  a  law,  carry  oa 
her  trade  with  this  country  by  means  of  vesseb 
belonging  to  the  Hanse  Towns,  Sweden,  or  Den- 
mark ;  and  having  reduced  France  to  the  neoessi- 
ty  of  changing  her  measures  with  regard  to  the 
neutral  Powers  of  Europe,  she  mifi^t,  perhaps,  be 
induced  to  change  her  conduct  with  respect  to  the 
United  States,  or  perhaps  with  respect  to  all  the 
neutral  Powers.  He  thouffht  this  measure  re- 
commended by  these  pmitical  considerations. 
Whether  it  would  produce  all  the  effect  which 
had  been  mentioned,  he  could  not  tell,  but  it  was 
well  calculated  to  produce  it.  And  the  only  ob- 
jection to  the  measure  appeared  to  be,  that  it  would 
produce  commercial  disadvantages  to  our  mer- 
chants ;  but  since  the  adoption  of  the  decree  of  the 
French  Directory,  which  directs  that  all  neutral 
vessels,  with  British  produce  or  manufactures  on 
board,  shall  be  connscated  as  £ood  prizes,  and 
which  goes  to  the  destruction  (7  nearly  all  our 
trade,  this  objection  would  have  but  little  weight, 
as  a  trade  thus  carried  on  would  stand  but  a  very 
small  chance  of  producing  a|ij  profit*    Soma 
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merchants,  indeed,  are  of  opinion  that  our  trade 
to  France  and  her  dependencies  has  for  a  long 
time  past  been  attended  with  loss  instead  of  profit. 
It  was  evident,  he  said,  that  the  decree  to  which 
be  had  alladed  had  already  had  the  effect  in  this 
eountry  to  lower  the  price  of  oor  produce,  as  many 
Tessels  employed  in  that  trade  are  now  employed 
in  a  different  manner. 

Mr.  S.  hoped  the  bill  would  therefore  pass.  He 
was  not  prepared  to  state  all  the  advantages  which 
would  attend  this  measure ;  but  he  trusted  those 
which  he  had  mentioned  would  appear  sufficient 
to  show  the  propriety  of  it. 

Mr.  Gallatin  must  confess,  without  pretend- 
ing to  be  a  very  good  jad^e  of  the  subject,  that 
this  measure  appeared  to  him  at  least  of  a  doubt- 
ful nature.    Tne  object  of  it  is  said  to  be  to  dis- 
tress France  and  the  French  West  Indies  as  much 
as  possible.    How  far  this  could  be  effected^  or 
whether  the  attempt  to  distress  our  enemy  might 
not  distress  ourselves  more  than  the  enemy,  be 
was  not  able  to  ascertain  with  precision.    With 
Tespect  to  France  herself,  he  did  not  see  that  it 
«ould  haye  any  effect.    As  to  the  West  Indies, 
Guadaloupe,  which  he  supposed  was  the  place 
principally  aimed  at,  was  so  situated  with  respect 
to  neutral  islands  that  she  could  always  procure 
supplies  of  provisions  from  them.  The  only  place, 
then,  which  would  be  affected  by  this  resfuiation 
would  be  St.  Domingo,  and  there  he  believed  it 
might  have  some  effect.    If  the  intercourse  be- 
tween this  country  and  that  was  stopped,  it  mi^ht 
be  distressed  for  want  of  provisions ;  out  in  domg 
this  he  was  persuaded  we  should  also  injure  our- 
selves, by  annihilating  our  commerce  and  sinking 
the  price  of  our  produce.    With  respect  to  our 
commerce,  in  six  weeks  or  two  months,  all  the 
trade  which  our  merchants  now  carry  on   to 
French  ports  would  be  transferred  to  oUier  neu- 
tral nations.    The  Danes  and  Swedes  will  come 
into  our  ports  and  carry  our  produce  to  the  French 
islands;  so  that  the  only  difference,  after  that 
time,  will  be  that  the  carrying  trade  which  we 
sow  have  will  be  transferred  to  those  Powers. 
France  will  be  supplied  by  way  of  Holland  or 
Hamburg,  and  as  the  freight  and  other  expenses 
attending  the  trade  will  of  course  be  greater  than 
if  the  commerce  was  carried  on  direct,  it  may  be 
expected  the  price  here  will  be  low.    It  would  b^ 
the  same  with  respect  to  provisions.    If  the  mea- 
sure would  be  likely  to  distress  France  or  her 
klmnds  to  any  considerable  degree,  so  as  the  bet- 
ter to  bring  her  to  terms  of  accommodation,  he 
should  not  object  to  it    The  inconveniences  at- 
tending it  must  be  encountered  by  our  citizens ; 
but  seeing  its  effects  on  our  enemy  would  be 
doubtful,  and  up'm  ourselves  certain,  he  should 
Yote  against  the  bill. 

Effectually  to  prevent  provisions  being  carried 
to  the  West  Indies,  the  exportation  of  them  ought 
to  be  forbidden,  both  in  our  own  vessels  and  in  all 
others.  Without  this  we  cannot  prevent  our  pro- 
Tisions  from  being  exported  by  means  of  neutral 
vessels  to  French  ports. 

So  far  as  rdatei  to  his  own  constituents,  Mr. 
O.  said,  they  are  not  immediately  concerned  in 


this  question,  as  they  do  not  export  their  produce 
either  to  the  West  Indies  or  any  port  of  Europe, 
but  to  New  Orleans,  by  the  Mississippi.  He  stat- 
ed the  matter  as  it  struck  him,  and  left  other  gen- 
tlemen to  enlarge  upon  it. 

Mr.  RuTLEDGB  allowed  that  the  bill  was  liable 
to  the  objection  which  had  been  urged  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania,  and  which  mig^ht  be 
made  against  every  measure  which  would  be  pro- 
posed for  the  defence  of  the  country ;  it  might 
be  said  of  it  that  it  will  produce  some  inconveni^ 
ence  to  our  constituents,  and  bear  hard  upon  the 
commercial  and  agricultural  interests ;  but  he  be- . 
lieyed  no  measure  could  be  devised  which  would 
prove  so  injurious  to  France,  and  as  little  incon- 
venient to  America,  as  suspending  the  commer- 
cial intercourse  between  the  two  countries. 

Erecting  fortifications,  building  ships  of  war. 
and  raising  troops,  will  require  ^eat  additional 
revenue,  render  new  taxes  indispensably  necessa- 
ry, and,  of  course,  will  occasion  some  mconveni- 
ence  to  our  citizens ;  but  he  was  persuaded  these 
inconyeniences  and  burdens  were  very  far  short 
of  those  the  people  of  this  country  are  willing  and 
ready  to  bear  for  the  defence  and  preservation  of 
their  rights  and  liberties.  Mr.  R.  believed  that 
prohibiting  all  intercourse  with  French  ports 
would  not  only  greatly  distress  the  French  colo- 
nies, but  be  a  very  considerable  means  of  preserv- 
ing our  seamen.  If  our  merchants  are  disposed 
to  speculate  and  ^mble,  and  will  be  so  adventu- 
rous as  to  continue  trading  with  the  French 
islands  in  this  perilous  season  of  affairs,  it  is  the 
duty  of  Cbvemment  to  restrain  them,  and  take 
care  of  our  sailors ;  this  useful  class  of  our  citizens, 
he  thought,  were  rendered  peculiarly  valuable  by 
the  existing  state  of  things. 

Gentlemen  who  objected  to  the  present  mea- 
sure as  beinff  inconvenient,  had  callea  upon  its  ad- 
vocates to  know  why  they  had  not  advised  a 
greater  inconvenience,  and  asked  why  an  embar- 
go was  not  proposed  ?  He  believed  from  a  gen- 
eral embargo  much  distress  would  obtain  to  Ame- 
rica, and  not  more  inconvenience  to  France  than 
from  the  proposed  regulation ;  but  if  this  partial 
restriction  shall  prove  inadequate,  and  a  general 
embargo  be  hereafter  deemed  necessary,  it  would 
not  be  objected  to  by  himself  nor  those  with  whom 
he  had  the  honor  to  act. 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  thinks  the 
bill  under  consideration  will  prove  fruitless,  be- 
cause the  yessels  of  Swedjen  and  Denmark  may 
carry  our  produce  to  the  French  West  Indies ;  this 
could  not  be  contemplated  as  a  probable  event; 
in  the  convulsed  state  in  which  almost  all  the  com- 
mercial States  of  Europe  are,  neutral  bottoms  will 
be  in  too  ^reat  demand  in  Europe  to  permit  of 
their  &eeking  freights  in  America.  If,  however, 
they  shall  come  here,  and  the  Danes  and  Swedes 
become  our  carriers,  we  can  then  adopt  the  regu- 
lation suggested  by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania; we  can  then  prohibit  our  intercourse  with 
the  French,  even  by  means  of  neutrals ;  or  as  that 
may  be  impracticable,  inasmuch  as  we  shall  not 
have  any  control  over  a  neutral  yessel  after  she 
leaves  our  ports,  we  can  lay  a  general  embargo* 
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Mr.  R.  thought  gentlemen  were  greatly  mis- 
taken who  imagiDed  the  present  measure  would 
lower  the  prices  of  our  produce.  He  did  not  be- 
lieve they  would  fall  in  consequence  of  the  pre- 
sent bill  or  any  which  could  be  passed.  He  did 
not  believe  a  declared  war  would  lower  the  price 
of  our  grain.  For  some  time  past,  an  ex  parte 
war  has  existed;  the  French  have  made  war  in 
every  sea  upon  our  commerce,  which  for  months 
past  has  been  bleeding  at  every  pore.  Govern- 
ment has  not  protected  the  trade  of  the  country, 
Jut  has,  by  preventing  our  vessels  from  arming, 
eprived  our  merchants  of  the  use  of  the  means 
their  wealth  afforded,  of  protecting  themselves ; 
thus  insurance  and  seamen's  wages  have  been 
higher,  and  the  price  of  produce  lower  than  they 
probably  will  be  in  a  state  of  declared  war.  The 
ftWi  ox  the  State  he  had  the  honor  of  represent- 
mg  sells  for  leas  than  it  has  done  for  twenty  years 
past,  or  at  any  period  of  the  last  war  j  rice,  which 
IS  the  great  staple  of  the  country,  and  which,  a 
few  years  ago,  sold  at  six  dollars  the  hundred 
weight,  now  sells  but  for  a  dollar  and  a  half,  and 
Indian  corn,  which  article,  the  year  before  last, 
sold  at  a  dollar  a  bushel,  now  sells  for  twenty-five 
cents  only. 

The  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  has  in- 
sisted, that  because  our  trade  to  France  and  her 
dependencies,  for  the  two  last  years,  has  been 
great,  that  we  ought  not  to  step  it.  He  thinks 
that  merchants  understand  their  interests  better 
than  we  do.  and  that  if  they,  who  are  in  the  habit 
of  calculating  risks,  think  it  proper  to  prosecute  a 
trade  with  France,  that  we  ougnt  not  to  restrain 
thetn.  Mr.  R.  allowed  that  our  exports  to  France 
the  year  before  the  last  had  been  great,  but  said 
that  our  returns  had  been  small  indeed ;  of  the 
great  number  of  valuable  cargoes  sent  to  St.  Do- 
mingo, very  few  have  been  paid  for.  The  pro- 
clamations of  persons  in  authority  in  that  island, 
and  other  deceptive  contrivances,  have  allured 
much  of  our  property  to  its  ports,  but,  arriving 
there,  it  has  been  arbitrarily  taken  at  a  price  fixed 
by  the  Government,  and  payment  made  by  bills 
upon  France,  which  have  not  been  paid,  and  are 
now  lyin^  protested  at  Paris,  to  the  amount  of 
many  millions  of  dollars.  So  that  our  exports, 
which  the  gentleman  says  France  has  taken,  have 
been  literally  takeriy  very  little  of  it  having  been 
paid  for.  Upon  such  terms  it  was  impossible  to 
suppose  this  commerce  would  continue,  and  it  is 
fallacious  in  the  extreme  to  calculate,  as  a  perma- 
nent trade,  that  which  a  peculiar  state  of  things 
has  occasioned  with  the  French  islands  for  some 
years  past,  and  which  we  are  now  suffering  for 
naving  engaged  in. 

Mr.  R.  said,  he  was  not  apprehensive  of  giving 
umbrage  to  any  honest  merchant  or  fair  trader, 
when  he  declared  it  as  his  opinion,  that  a  trade 
with  France  would  not  and  could  not  be  carried 
on  at  present  but  by  persons  sinking  under  pecu- 
niary vmbarratisments.  Like  gamblers  upon  the 
threshold  of  ruin,  they  adventure  and  put  at  ha- 
zard the  remnants  of  their  fortune  to  increase  the 
chances  of  recovering  what  had  been  previously 
lost.    The  trade,  he  also  believed,  was  in  a  great 


I  .degree  carried  on  for  some  time  past  by  bankrupts^ 
'  who,  by  means  of  bank  facilities,  and  other  credits 
!  fraudulently  obtained,  were  enabled  to  speculate 
!  in  a  sea  of  dang:erand  risk,  into  which  they  would 
not  have  gone  if  they  had  had  anything  to  lose. 
In  such  a  state  of  things,  it  would  be  wise  and  ex- 
pedient for  Government  to  interfere,  and  say  to 
the  merchants  who  are  willing  to  continue  trading 
with  France,  although  you  may  be  disposed  to 
continue  this  commerce,  because  it  is  carried  on 
upon  a  borrowed  capital,  and  because  it  is  insured 
in  Europe,  yet  we  will  put  a  stop  to  it,  for  we 
must  take  care  of  our  sailors.  When  they  are 
abused  and  imprisoned,  and  their  captains  pub- 
licly whipped  in  French  ports,  it  is  our  duty  to 
protect  and  preserve  them  from  a  continuance  of 
such  injuries.  Mr.  R.  concluded  with  observing, 
that  the  present  bill  would  occasion  much  distress 
to  the  French  islands;  would  be  the  means  of 
preserving  many  of  our  vessels  and  seamen,  and 
answer  otner  very  valuable  purposes.  He  hoped 
therefore  it  would  pass. 

Mr.  Otis  said,  as  neither  of  the  gentlemen  who 
had  spoken  on  this  subject  had  expressed  an  opin* 
ion  which  had  a  primary  influence  on  his  mind, 
he  would  beg  leave  to  declare  it  in  a  few  words. 
It  was  undoubtedly  desirable,  that  this  country 
should  have  a  free  commerce  with  all  the  world ; 
but,  under  our  present  circumstances,  with  rela- 
tion to  France,  no  intercourse  will  be  maintained 
with  that  country  by  the  fair  American  merchant. 
He  will  not  venture!  his  property  either  to  France, 
or  to  any  of  her  dependencies.  None  but  merchants 
who  may  have  exclusive  privileges  in  the  ports  of 
France,  will  now  carry  on  this  trade.  He  had  no 
doubt  that  Citizen  Hedouville,  and  other  agents  of 
the  Directory,  would  give  exclusive  privileges  to 
a  certain  description  of  dealers  at  the  expense  of 
the  fair  trader.  Protections  of  this  kind  had  been 
given,  he  believed,  to  favorite  traders  in  every 
considerable  port  in  the  United  States ;  and  were 
not  the  proposed  regulations  to  be  adopted^  these 
persons  would  be  growing  fat  and  rich,  while  the 
whole  body  of  merchants  would  be  suffering  from 
the  injustice  and  violence  of  the  French.  He  did 
not  think  it  would  be  prudent  to  leave  room  for 
encouragements  of  this  kind  to  any  of  our  citi- 
zens. For.  while  they  are  in  the  habit  of  receiv- 
ing large  favors  from  the  agents  of  the  French 
tSovernment,  they  will  be  likely  to  feel  a  stronger 
attachment  to  the  interests  of  that  country  than 
of  their  own ;  and  a  stronger  temptation  could  not 
be  offered  to  them  than  a  monopoly  of  the  French 
trade. 

Mr.  O.  inquired  whether,  in  a  state  of  war,  it 
was  not  usual  and  proper  for  all  nations  to  restrain 
their  subjects  from  a  direct  trade  with  their  ene- 
mies ?  And  are  we  not  in  war  ?  Have  we  not 
passed  a  variety  of  bills  which  gentlemen  have 
declared  amount  to  war?  This  very  morning,  a 
bill  has  been  passed,  which,  according  to  their 
construction,  reaches  the  climax  of  war  measure^. 
If,  then,  we  are  now  in  a  state  of  war,  it  will  be 
inexpedient  to  continue  to  carry  on  this  trafiic. 
But  it  is  said,  if  we  restrain  our  own  ciuzens,  it 
will  be  carried  on  by  neutral  naiioDs.    To  a  eetr- 
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tain  degree,  it  mifht  be  supposed  that  this  would 
be  the  case ;  but  Uiis  is  one  of  the  losses  incident 
to  a  state  of  war.  We  must  expect  that  a  part  of 
our  carrying  trade  will  be  transferred  to  neutrals 
for  a  time ;  but  though  this  will  affect  the  mer- 
cantile part  of  the  community,  it  will  not  wound 
the  agricultural  interest  so  deeply  as  a  total  sus- 
pension of  commerce.  If  neutral  vessels  come 
hither  for  produce,  the  price  will  not  fall  so  low  as 
it  otherwise  would  do,  and  the  farmers  will  be 
the  better  able  to  bear  the  burdens  which  a  war 
must  necessarily  lay  upon  them. 

Mr.  O.  concluded  his  observations  by  some  re- 
marks with  respect  to  neutral  nations.  He  said 
he  was  not  without  hope  that  other  neutral  nations 
would  be  prepared  to  resent  the  treatment  of 
France  towards  them  with  the  same  spirit  which 
had  shown  itself  in  this  country.  Tne  liberties 
of  mankind  are  not  yet  wholly  prostrate.  All 
these  nations  may  not  submit  to  be  crushed  be- 
neath the  iron  hand  of  oppression.  Mr.  O.  said, 
be  had  been  well  informed  that  a  spirit  of  great 
resentment  had  been  excited  in  Sweden.  Denmark, 
and  Prussia,  hy  the  late  decrees  of  tne  French 
nation,  and  he  did  not  despair  of  a  coalition  amon^ 
those  Powers  favorable  to  the  cause  of  the  United 
States,  and  which  should  prevent  the  despotism 
which  had  overspread  so  many  countries  in  Eu- 
rope, from  conquering  the  world. 

Mr.  W.  C.  Claiborne  said,  it  was  his  intention 
to  TOte  in  favor  of  the  passage  of  this  bill  for  two 
reasons.  The  first  was,  we  have  many  vessels 
and  much  property  afloat  on  the  ocean,  which  we 
cannot  adequately  defend,  and  which  is  now  con- 
stantly depredated  upon.  This  measure  will  keep 
many  of  our  yessels  at  home.  The  second  was, 
that  It  would  tend  to  increase  our  revenue,  which 
at  this  time  is  a  very  desirable  thing ;  for  he  was 
of  opinion,  that  the  neutral  Powers  of  Europe 
would  become  the  carriers  of  our  produce  to  tne 
West  Indies.  Denmark,  Sweden,  and  the  Dutch, 
all  possess  islands  in  the  West  Indies  in  the  neigh- 
bornood  of  the  French  Islands,  and  if  they  come 
and  fetch  away  bur  produce,  the  duty  on  tonnage 
will  be  increased;  and  the  duties  arising  from 
imposts  will  not  be  lessened,  as  they  will  doubtless 
bring  with  them  the  produce  of  Europe  when 
they  come  out  to  this  country. 

The  question  on  the  passage  of  the  bill  was 
then  taken,  and  stood — yeas  55,  nays  25,  as  folr 
lows: 

YxAs — John  Allen,  George  Baer,  Jr.,  Bailey  Bart- 
lett,  David  Brooks,  Stephen  Bullock,  Christopher  G. 
Champlin,  John  Chapman,  Thomas  Claiborne,  Wm. 
C.  (/.  Claiborne,  James  Cochran,  Joahna  Coit,  Wm. 
Craik,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  Thomas  T.  Davis,  John  Den- 
nis, George  Dent,  William  Edmond,  Thomas  Evans, 
Abiel  Foster,  D.  Foster,  Jonathan  Freeman,  James  Gil- 
lespie, H.  Glen,  Chauncey  Goodrich,  Roger  Griswokl, 
William  Barry  Grove,  Robert  Goodloe  Harper,  Thomas 
Hartley,  William  Hindman,  David  Holmes,  Hezekiah 
L.  Hosmer,  James  H.  Imlay,  Samuel  Lyman,  James 
Machir,  William  Matthews,  Daniel  Morgan,  Lewis  R. 
Morris,  Harriaon  G.  Otis,  Josiah  Parker,  John  Reed, 
John  Rutledge,  jun.,  James  Schureman,  Samnel  Sew- 
all,  Thomas  Sinnickson,  Nathaniel   Smith,  William 


Smith,  Richard  Stanford,  George  Thatcher,  Richard 
Thomas,  Mark  Thomson,  Thomas  Tillinghast,  John  £. 
Van  Alen,  Peleg  Wadsworth,  John  Williams,  and 
Robert  WUliams. 

Nats — ^Abraham  Baldwin,  David  Bard,  Lemuel 
Benton,  Thomas  Blount,  Demsey  Burges,  John  Clop- 
ton,  John  Dawson,  Lucas  Elmendorph,  John  Fowler, 
Albert  Gallatin,  John  A.  Hanna,  Carter  B.  Harrison, 
Jonathan  N.  Havens,  Matthew  Locke,  Nathaniel  Ma^ 
con,  Blair  McClenachan,  Joseph  McDowell,  John  Mil- 
ledge,  Anthony  New,  Richard  Sprigg,  Jr.,  Thomas 
Sumter,  John  Trigg,  Philip  Van  Cortlandt,  Joseph  B. 
Vamum,  and  Abraham  Yenable. 

AMENDMENT  OF  RULES. 

Mr.  T.  Claiborne  called  up  the  resolution  yes- 
terday laid  upon  the  table  by  Mr.  Harper,  pro- 
nosing  to  rescind  the  rule  prohibiting  members 
from  speaking  more  than  once  to  a  question.  It 
was  taken  up  accordingly,  and  after  some  observa- 
tions in  favor  of  rescinding  it  by  Messrs.  Harper, 
Gallatin,  Macon,  Brooks,  and  T.  Claiborne, 
and  against  it  by  Messrs.  Coit  and  Thatcher, 
the  motion  was  carried— 40  to  32.  Members  have 
now.  therefore,  liberty  to  speak  twice  to  any  ques- 
tion in  the  House,  and  as  often  as  they  please  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

DIRECT  TAXES. 

The  order  of  the  day  was  called  for  on  the  bill 
for  laying  direct  taxes. 

Mr.  Sewall  moved  that  the  Committee  of  tha 
Whole  be  discharged  from  the  further  considera- 
tion of  this  bill,  with  a  view  of  haviM  it  recom- 
mitted to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  as 
the  alteration  which  had  the  other  day  been  made 
in  the  principle  of  the  bill^  would  occasion  many 
alterations,  which  would  be  better  made  by  a 
select  committee  than  by  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

The  motion  was  carried— 40  to  33.  The  bill 
yras  accordingly  recommitted  to  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means. 

JOHN  VAUGHAN. 

Mr.  D.  Poster  called  for  the  order  of  the  day 
on  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  on  the 
petition  of  John  Vaughan,  of  this  city,  merchant; 
and  the  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  upon  it.  The  petitioner  prayed  for 
compensation  for  a  loss  sustained  on  a  quantity  of 
silver  bullion,  amounting  to  230,888  ounces  of 
standard  silver  sent  to  the  Mint  in  the  course  of 
the  year  1795,  as  assayed  and  calculated  by  the 
then  Assayer  of  the  Mint,  at  the  rate  of  nine 
parts  fine  to  one  part  alloy ;  but,  by  law,  the  sai4 
silver  ought  to  have  been  assayed  at  the  rate  <rf 
1485  parts  fine  to  179  parts  alloy,  by  which  differ- 
ence, in  the  coined  silver  which  he  received  back 
for  the  said  bullion,  he  sustained  a  loss  of  twt> 
thousand  two  hundred  and  sixty  dollars.  The 
Committee  of  Claims  recommended  this  loss  to 
be  made  good  by  the  Treasury  Department,  aiid 
the  report  was  agreed  to,  without  debate,  both  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole  and  in  the  House,  and 
a  bill  ordered  to  be  brought  in  accordingly. 
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Monday,  Juoe  4. 

Mr.  Macon  ioformed  the  House  of  the  death 
of  his  colleague,  Mr.  Bbtan,  at  nine  o'clock  this 
morDiug.  The  House,  in  consequence,  entered 
into  a  resolution  appointing  the  members  of  North 
Carolina  a  committee  to  manage  the  funeral  of 
the  deceased,  and  stating  that  the  House  do  at- 
tend the  same.  This  committee  afterwards  re- 
ported that  the  funeral  would  take  place  at  nine 
o'clock  in  the  morning. 

Mr.  D.  Foster  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
John  Vaughan,  which  was  twice  read  and  com- 
mitted for  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Habper  laid  a  resolution  on  the  table  pro- 
viding that  the  testimony  taken  under  the  act  pre- 
scribing the  mode  of  tasing  evidence  in  cases  of 
contested  election,  shall  be  admitted  during  the 
existence  of  the  present  Congress;  which  was 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Harper  moved  a  resolution  proposing  that 
provision  ought  to  be  made  by  law  for  excusing 
from  ordinary  militia  duty  such  corps  of  volun- 
teers as  shall  be  accepted  by  the  President ;  which 
was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  House  afterwards  resolved  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  regulating 
the  compensation  of  the  Supervisors  and  Collectors 
of  the  mternal  revenues  of  the  United  States; 
when  considerable  discussion  took  place  on  a  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Qallatin,  to  strike  out  the  second 
section,  on  the  ground  of  this  being  an  improper 
time  to  raise  the  salaries  of  these  officers.  The 
committee  rose  without  taking  a  question,  and 
bad  leave  to  sit  again. 

JUDICIAL  COURTS. 

Mr.  W.  C.  Claiborne  called  the  order  of  the 
day  on  the  bill  for  altering  and  extendins^  the  act 
fespeoting  the  Judicial  establishment.  The  House 
accordingly  went  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
Oil  this  bill ;  when  on 

Mr.  Coit's  requesting  information  upon  it. 

Mr.  W.  Claiborne  said,  the  intention  or  this 
bill  was  to  extend  to  the  States  of  Kentucky  and 
Tennessee  the  same  advantages  which  are  en- 
joyed by  the  other  States  of  the  Union.  At  pre- 
sent there  is  no  Circuit  Court  in  those  States,  but 
the  whole  of  the  Judicial  business  is  done  by  Dis- 
trict Courts.  This  is  an  evil  which  the  citizens 
have  experienced,  and  they  seek  a  remedy  of  it  as 
%  matter  of  right ;  for,  being  free  and  independent 
States,  it  is  their  opinion  they  have  a  right  to  the 
•ame  accommodation  with  other  States.  Asking 
this  as  a  matter  of  right,  he  supposed  it  would  be 
a  thing  of  course.  It  would  require  at  least  one 
additional  associate  Judge,  but  two  would  be  found 
Tery  convenient,  as  the  present  duties  of  those 
ofllcers  are  very  great  Some  of  them  are  obliged 
to  be  absent  eight  months  in  the  year.  This  hard- 
ahipthe  Senate  wish  to  remedy  by  adding  another 
Juoge,  which  he  hoped  would  be  agreed  to  by  this 
matter. 

Mr.  J.  Williams  moved  to  strike  out  two,  and 
insert  one. 

Mr.  CoiT  moved  the  committee  to  rise,  in  order 
to  give  time  to  consider  this  subject;  and  the 


committee  rose  accordingly,  and  had  leave  to  sit 
again. 

SEDITIOUS  PRACTICEa 

Mr.  Sewall,  from  the  Committee  for  the  Pro- 
tection of  Commerce  and  the  defence  of  the 
Country,  reported  a  bill  for  the  prevention  and 
restraint  or  dangerous  and  seditious  practicet| 
which  was  committed  for  Wednesday. 

[This  bill  proposes,  that  any  alien  resident,  or  who 
shall  come  to  reside  within  the  United  States,  who 
hath  been  convicted  of  anv  felony,  or  other  infa- 
mous crime,  or  who  shall  oe  a  notorious  fugitive 
from  justice,  upon  any  charge  of  treasonable  or 
seditious  practices,  in  any  foreign  State  or  coun- 
try, or  whose  continuance  within  the  United 
States  shall  be,  in  the  opinion  of  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  injurious  to  the  public  peace 
and  safety,  may  be  deemed  and  adjudged  a  daa- 
gerous  person,  and  may  be  required  to  depart  from 
the  country,  and  be  apprehended  and  removed  there- 
from. And  if  an  y  person,  whether  alien  or  citizeo, 
shall  secretly  or  openly  combine,  or  conspire  to- 
gether, with  an  intention  of  opposing  any  mea- 
sures of  the  Government  of  the  United  Statea^ 
which  are  or  shall  be  directed  by  the  proper  au- 
thority, or  to  defeat  the  operation  of  any  law  of 
the  United  States,  or  to  discourage  or  prevent  any 
person  holding  any  place  or  office  in  or  under  the 
Government  of  the  United  States,  from  under- 
taking or  executing  his  trust  or  duty ;  and  if  any 
person,  with  intent  as  aforesaid,  shall,  by  any 
writing,  printing,  or  advised  speaking,  threaten 
such  officer  or  person  in  public  trust,  with  any 
danger  to  his  character,  person,  or  property,  or 
shall  counsel  or  advise,  or  attempt  to  procure  any 
insurrection,  riot,  or  unlawful  assembly  or  com- 
bination as  aforesaid,  whether  such  conspirins. 
&c.,  shall  have  the  proposed  effect  or  no^  shaU 
and  may  be  punished,  upon  the  conviction  of  the 

offence,  by  a  fine  not  exceeding dollars,  and 

by  binding,  with  sufficient  surety  for  good  be- 
haviour, or  by  imprisonment  for  a  term  not  e^^- 

ceeding years ;  and  if  the  person  so  convicted 

shall  be  an  alien,  he  ma^  be  farther  adjudged,  in 
lieu  of  such  binding  or  imprisonment,  to  l^  ban- 
ished and  rem(^ved  from  the  territory  of  the 
United  States.] 


TuESUAT,  June  6. 

Mr.  RuTLEnoE  proposed  a  resolution  to  the  fol- 
lowing effect,  which  was  unanimously  agreed  to : 

^  Resolved,  That  the  memben  of  this  Hoase,  firoma 
desire  of  showing  their  respect  to  the  late  Nathan 
Bryan,  Es^m  member  of  this  Houses  deceased,  will  go 
into  mourning  for  one  month,  by  wearing  a  orape  on 
the  left  arm." 

The  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  for 
the  relief  of  persons  imprisoned  for  debt,  were 
taken  up  and  agreed  to. 

VOLUNTEER  SERVICE. 
Mr.  Harper  withdrew  his  resolution  of  yester- 
day respecting  the  exemption  of  volunteers  from 
ordinary  militia  duty,  and  proposed  the  following 
resolutions  in  its  plaice,  viz : 
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**IUaob>ed,  That  provision  ought  to  be  made,  by 
law,  for  exempting  from  ordinary  militia  duty,  such 
oorpt  of  volunteers  as  shall  be  accepted  by  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  pursuant  to  the  third  sec- 
tion of  the  act,  entitled  "  An  act  authorizing  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  to  raise  a  provisional  army ;" 
such  exemption  to  continue  during  the  time  for  which 
the  said  corps  shall  be  respectively  accepted. 

"Resolved,  That  provision  ought  to  be  made,  by 
law,  for  enabling^  the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
appoint  and  commission,  immediately,  all  such  officers 
as  he  may  judge  proper,  for  raising,  organising,  and 
eommanduig  such  volunteer  corps ;  such  officers  to  re- 
ceive no  pay,  or  other  emoluments,  till  called  into  ac- 
tual service. 

**  Reaoked,  That  provision  ought  to  be  made,  by 
law,  for  enabling  the  President  of  the  United  Sutes  to 
supply  such  of  the  said  volunteers  as  may  be  in  need 
thereof  with  cannon,  small  arms,  and  accoutrements, 
either  by  sale  or  loan,  as  he  may  judge  most  expedient ; 
and  under  regulations  to  be  established  on  that  subject. 

**  Resolved,  That  provision  ought  to  be  made,  by 
law,  for  enabling  the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
establish  regulations  for  the  government  of  t)ie  said 
volunteer  corps,  when  ordered  on  military  duty,  but  not 
in  actual  service. 

"Resolved,  That  provision  ought  to  be  made,  by 
law,  for  enabling  the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
appoint  and  commission,  immediately,  all  officers  ne- 
cessary for  the  army  often  thousand  men,  provided  for 
by  the  first  section  of  the  aforesaid  act ;  such  officers 
to  receive  no  pay  or  emoluments,  till  the  raising  of  the 
•aid  army  Aall  have  actually  been  oommenoed." 

Mr.  Harper  moved  a  reference  of  these  resolu- 
tions 10  the  Committee  for  the  Protection  of  Com- 
merce and  the  Defence  of  the  Country ;  but  Mr. 
McDowell  desiring  they  mi^ht  lie  on  the  table 
till  to-morrow,  they  lie  accordingly. 
DIRECT  TAXES. 

Mr.  Harper,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  for  layinff 
and  collecting  direct  taxes,  reported  a  new  bill, 
enti  tied  "  A  oiil  providing  for  the  valuation  of 
lands  and  dwelling  houses,  and  for  the  enumera- 
tion of  slaves  in  the  United  States,"  which  was 
committed  for  Friday. 

Mr.  Harper  said,  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  having  a^eed  to  exclude  from  the  bill  just 
reported  everything  which  relates  to  the  col- 
lecting of  the  taxes,  and  to  confine  it  to  the  as- 
sessment only,  he  snould  move  to  discharge  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  from  a  farther  conside- 
ration of  that  bill,  and  for  the  recommittal  of  it; 
which  was  accordingly  done, 

COMPENSATION  OP  COLLECTORS. 

According  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  House 
a^in  went  mto  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
bill  for  regutatiug  the  compensation  of  officers 
employed  in  the  collection  of  the  internal  revenue 
of  the  United  States,  and  to  provide  for  the  more 
effectual  settlement  of  their  accounts ;  and,  after 
adopting  several  amendments,  the  bill  was  gone 
through,  and  reported  to  the  House. 

RELATIONS  WITH  FRANCE. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President 
OF  the  United  States,  as  follows : 


OentUmen  of  the  Senate^  and 

Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Representatives : 
I  now  transmit  to  both  Houses  the  communications 
from  our  Envoys  at  Paris,  received  since  the  last  wfaidl 
have  been  presented  by  me  to  both  Houses. 

JOHN  ADAMS. 
UviTxn  Statss,  June  5,  1798. 

The  said  Message,  and  communications  referred 
to  therein,  were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table.    (See  Appendix.) 


Wednesday,  June  6. 
LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 

Mr.  Harper  called  up  the  resolution  which  ht 
laid  upon  the  table  some  time  ago  proposing  thai 
no  member  shall,  during  the  remainder  of  the  set* 
sion,  have  leave  of  absence,  except  in  case  of  siefe* 
ness  of  himself  or  family. 

It  was  objected  against  this  motion,  that  it 
would  deprive  this  House  of  its  right  of  judgment 
in  particular  cases,  and  there  could  be  no  doubt 
that  great  caution  would  be  exercised  in  granting 
leave  of  absence  to  members  in  future. 

The  resolution  was  negatived,  there  being  only 
13  votes  for  it. 

Mr.  Allen  proposed  a  resolution  to  the  follow- 
ing effect : 

"  Resolved,  That  there  shall  be  a  call  of  the  House  at 
half  past  eleven  o'clock  every  day  on  which  the  Houie 
shall  sit  during  the  present  session." 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

RELATIONS  WITH  FRANCE. 

Mr.  D.  Foster  laid  the  following  resolutions 
upon  the  table,  viz : 

**  Whereas  the  French  Republic,  regardless  of  those 
principles  of  good  faith  which  ought  to  insure  a  due 
observance  of  treaties,  have,  in  various  instances,  violatr 
ed  the  express  stipulations  of  the  treaties  heretofore 
made  and  subsistmg  between  the  United  States  and 
the  French  nation,  in  a  manner  highly  injurious  to  the 
interest  and  honor  of  the  United  States;  by  reason 
whereof  the  United  States  are  released  from  all  oblige* 
tion  on  their  part  to  respect  the  said  treaties,  or  to  con- 
sider themselves  as  holden  or  bound  thereby. 

"  Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient  to  make  a  Legisla- 
tive declaration  notifying  the  citizens  of  the  UniCeel 
States,  and  all  others  concerned,  that  the  said  treaties 
are  no  longer  obligatory  upon  die  United  States. 

"  Resolved,  That  provision  ought  to  be  made  by  law^ 
authorizing  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  grant 
letters  of  marque  and  reprisal  against  all  ships  and  other 
vessels,  with  tneir  cargoes,  found  on  the  high  seas,  sail- 
ing under  the  authority  of  the  French  Republic,  or  be- 
longing to  the  said  Republic,  or  any  of  the  citisent 
thereof  or  its  dependencies;  to  continue  and  be  itt 
force  until  the  French  ^Government  shall  revoke  and 
annul  the  orders  and  decrees  authorizing  the  captw 
and  detention  of  the  vessels  and  property  of  the  dti- 
sens  of  the  United  States,  contrary  to  the  kwl  of  nar 
tions. 

"  Resohed,  That  provision  ought  to  be  made  by  law 
granting  a  bounty,  in  proportion  to  the  size  and  num* 
ber  of  guns,  on  sll  armed  vessels  (which  shall  be  taken 
and  brought  into  any  of  the  ports  of  the  United  States) 
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belonging  to  the  Republic  of  France,  or  to  any  of  the 
citizens  thereof,  or  of  its  dependencies,  or  to  others  sail- 
ing under  the  authority,  or  pretence  of  authority,  from 
the  said  Republia" 

They  were  ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table, 
COMPENSATION  TO  COLLECTORS. 

The  House  then  took  up  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  regulate  the 
compensation  of  officers  employed  in  the  collec- 
tion of  the  internal  revenues  of  the  United  States, 
and  to  provide  for  the  more  effectual  settlement  of 
their  accounts.  And,  after  the  amendments  had 
been  concurred  in, 

Mr.  Macon  observed,  that  the  advances  which 
had  been  made  to  the  salaries  of  the  revenue  offi- 
cers by  this  bill  had  been  made  with  but  little  in- 
formation^ as  it  could  not  be  told  how  they  would 
exactly  operate  \  and,  as  the  land  tax  about  to  be 
laid,  would  of  course  produce  some  difference  in 
the  salaries  of  these  officers,  he  wished  the  bill  to 
Ihb  limited  in  its  duration,  and  proposed  to  insert  a 
clause  to  confine  its  operation  to  two  years. 

This  was  opposed  by  the  friends  of  the  bill,  and 
the  motion  was  negatived — 37  to  36. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for 
a  third  reading  to-morrow. 

The  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  re- 
specting Loan  Office  certificates,  indents  of  inter- 
^    est,  and  final  settlement  certificates,  were  taken' 
up,  and  agreed  to. 

JOHN  VAUGHAN. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  D.  Foster,  the  House  went 
into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  for 
the  relief  of  John  Vaughan,  which  was  reported 
to  the  House  without  amendment. 

On  the  question  being  put  on  its  going  to  a  third 
teadin^, 

Mr.  Macon  moved  that  the  bill  be  recommitted 
in  order  to  have  a  general  bill  reported  in  its 
place ;  as  there  could  be  no  doubt  that  every  one, 
who  was  in  the  same  situation  with  Mr.  Vaughan, 
would  apply  for  relief,  when  they  see  it  has  been 
granted  to  him. 

Mr.  D.  Foster  did  not  see  the  necessity  for  this. 
it  would  be  time  enough  to  make  the  allowance 
when  it  was  called  for.  He  believed  there  were 
few  others  in  similar  circumstances. 
•  The  quetition'for  recommitting  the  bill  was  put 
and  negatived,  there  being  only  16  votes  for  it.  It 
was  then  ordered   to   be   read  a  third  time  to- 


morrow. 


VOLUNTEER  SERVICE. 


Mr.  Harper  called  up  the  resolutions  which  he 
yesterday  laid  upon  the  table  respecting  the  vol- 
unteers and  provisional  armv ;  which  he  moved  to 
refer  to  the  Committee  for  the  Protection  of  Com- 
merce and  the  Defence  of  the  Country. 
-  Mr.  McDowell  hoped  these  resolutions  would 
not  be 'referred.  He  believed  most  of  them  are 
already  provided  for  in  the  law  authorizing  the 
President  to  raise  a  provisional  army.  It  is  there 
provided  that  the  President  shall  appoint  officers 
t>oth  in  the  10,000  troops  to  be  raised,  and  in  the 
Volumeer  corps,  as  soon  as  the  officers  could  be 


necessary,  and  he  could  see  no  use  in  legislating 
afresh  on  this  subject  at  this  late  period  of  the 
session.  The  other  part  of  the  resolution  which 
went  to  free  the  volunteers  from  militia  duty  was 
still  more  objectionable.  It  is  in  opposition  to  the 
laws  of  several  of  the  States,  which  direct  that 
every  citizen  shall  be  trained  as  a  militiaman.  Be- 
sides, if  these  volunteers  are  not  to  be  disciplined 
along  with  the  militia  of  the  State,  he  could  not 
see  how  they  are,  in  many  cases,  to  be  disciplined 
at  all,  except  officers  are  to  be  appointed  to  ride 
over  the  country  for  the  purpose;  for  they  will,  in 
some  parts,  be  so  {scattered,  that  they  cannot  be 
drawn  together  for  the  purpose  of  training.  For 
his  part,  he  could  see  no  prcmriety  in  dividing  vol- 
unteers from  the  militia  before  they  are  callea  into 
service. 

Mr.  Harper  had  no  doubt  the  gentleihan  from 
North  Carolina  thought  this  provision  unneces- 
sary, because  it  went  to  make  the  law  better  than 
it  is  at  present ;  and  iip proper,  because  it  will  give 
efficiency  to  the  volunteer  corps,  which  he  so 
much  dislikes.  That  gentleman  was,  however, 
mistaken  with  respect  to  the  provisions  of  the  law 
which  had  been  passed  with  respect  to  the  appoint- 
ment of  officers.  The  President,  by  that  law,  can- 
not appoint  officers,  until  the  men  are  called  into 
service ;  nor  is  he  authorized,  according  to  its 
strict  construction,  to  give  commissions  to  enter- 
prising individuals  who  may  be  willing  to  under- 
take the  raising  of  volunteer  corps.  All  he  could 
do  at  present  was  to  receive  these  corps,  after  t^ey 
are  raised.  He  might,  indeed,  promise  commis- 
sions to  such  as  shall  raise'  men ;  out,  in  order  that 
the  President  may  have  the  power  to  raise  the 
greatest  possible  number  of  volunteer  corps,  he 
wished  him  to  have  the  power  of  grenting  com- 
missions immediatelyj)rovided  that  no  pay  shall 
be  allowed  to  such  officers  until  they  are  called 
into  actual  service. 

With  respect  to  the  provisional  army,  the  Pres- 
ident is  placed  in  exactly  the  same  situation.  He 
is  empowered  to  raise  the  army,  in  case  of  cer- 
tain contingencies,  and,  when  tne  army  is  raised, 
he  can  appoint  the  officers.  But  he  Delieved  it 
was  desirable  that  he  should  have  the  power  of 
appointing  the  officers  immediately,  that  they  may 
be  known  ;  and  when  the  contingencies  shall  ar- 
rive which  will  authorize  the  raising  of  the  army, 
the  business  may  be  entered  upon  immediately, 
without  waiting  two  or  three  weeks  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  officers ;  and  as  they  are  to  receive 
no  pay  until  the  army  is  raised,  he  coold  see  no 
reasonable  objection  to  this  course. 

It  had  been  said  that  there  is  no  occasion  for 
a  law  to  declare  volunteers  are  not  liable  to  be 
called  upon  to  do  ordinary  militia  duty ;  but, 
he  knew  a  different  opinion  existed  in  the  War 
Office,  and  he  supposed  in  the  President  of  the 
United  States.  It  was  believed  by  them  and  other 
respectable  authorities,  that  these  volunteers  are 
not  exempt,  on  account  of  their  volunteer  service, 
from  ordinary  military  duty.  This,  he  said,  proves 
a  great  hindrance  and  discouragement  to  the  vol- 
unteers ;  and,  because  it  is  a  hmdrance  and  dis- 
couragement to  the  formation  of  volunteer  corps, 
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he  wbhed  to  remove  it ;  though^  for  the  same 
reason,  he  sapposed  the  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina  would  wish  to  keep  it  as  it  is. 

With  respect  to  training,  the  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina  is  of  opinion  it  would  he  hest  done 
along  with  the  militia;  but  he  thought  it  would 
be  best  done  apart  from  themilitia.  The  law  author- 
izes the  calling  of  them  ^ut^  but  does  not  put  them 
under  articles  of  war  until  they  are  called  into 
actual  service.  He  wished  to  give  the  President 
power  to  institute  rules  for  the  regulation  of  these 
corps  in  the  meantime,  and  therefore  he  proposed 
the  measure.  Mr.  H.  said  he  should  have  moved 
an  immediate  adopiion  of  the  resolution,  had  he 
not  wished  to  avoid  a  double  discussion. 

Mr.  Dana  wished  to  know  whether,  if  these 
resolutions  were  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Commerce  and  Protection,  they  would  be  obliged 
to  report  by  bill  ? 

Tne  Speaker  answered  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  McDowell  said  he  mif^ht  not  perhaps  per- 
fectly understand  the  bill  which  had  been  passed 
for  raising  a  im)visional  army,  but  he  thought  that 
he  was  not  mistaken  in  this,  viz :  that  the  officers 
to  the  volunteer  corps  are  to  be  appointed  as  soon 
as  the  corps  are  accepted  by  the  President,  and  in 
the  provisional  army  as  soon  as  imminent  danger 
appears,  to  make  the  raising  of  the  army  nece.'ta- 
ry.  And  from  the  motion  brought  forward  this 
morning,  by  a  gentleman  who  may  be  supposed 
to  be  pretty  weljacquainted  with  the  views  of  the 
Executive,  it  might  be  supposed  he  did  not  think 
that  danger  very  distant.  [Such  remarks,  the 
Speaker  said,  were  whollv  out  of  order.]  Mr. 
McD.  said  his  intention  and  that  of  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina  were  very  different.  That 
f^ntleman  wishes  to  give  the  President  all  power 
m  this  business,  and  he  wished  the  House  to  exer- 
cise as  much  as  they  could  do  with  convenience 
to  themselves. 

The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  had,  on  a 
former  occasion,  sounded  the  praise  of  our  heroic 
young  men,  who,  he  said,  were  eager  to  come  for- 
ward in  defence  of  their  country,  but  we  would 
not  receive  them ;  but  now,  when  the  power  of 
receiving  them  had  been  given,  the  tone  of  that 
gentleman  is  changed.  He  finds  they  do  not  flock 
to  the  standard  so  fast  as  he  expected,  and  he 
wants  to  send  out  officers  in  search  of  volunteers. 
Mr.  McD.  was  sorry  to  hear  that  spirit,  of  which 
the  gentleman  had  bioasted  so  loudly,  now  flagged  ; 
but  he  did  not  wish  to  employ^officers  to  use  their 
efforts  to  raise  it,  because  he  believed  whenever 
real  danger  appears^  that  will  be  sufficient  to  rouse 
a  spirit  in  every  citizen  to  defend  his  country. 

The  question  for  a  reference  was  put  and  car- 
ried—40  to  37. 


Thursuat,  June  7. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Vaughan  was 
read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

Mr.  Sitoreaves  laid  the  following  resolution 
upon  the  table : 

**  ReMohed,  That  the  Attorney  General  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  be  directed  to  prepare  and  report  to  this 


House,  a  plan  to  regulate  the  process  and  practice  of 
die  Courts  of  the  United  States,  by  a  uniform  system." 

Mr.  Dawson  laid  the  following  resolution  upon 
the  table : 

<<  Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  this  House,  such 
information  as  he  possesses  respecting  the  conduct  which 
has  been  observed  by  the  British  Government,  or  by 
persons  acting,  or  pretending  to  act,  by  or  under  the 
authority  thereof^  towards  the  neutral  rights  of  com- 
merce of  the  United  States,  since  the  ratification  of  the 
subsisting  Treaty  of  Amity,  Commerce,  and  Navi- 
gation." ' 

MILXTARY  APPROPRIATIONS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sewall,  the  House  took  up 
the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  making 
appropriations  for  the  Military  Establishment  for 
the  year  1798.  These  amendments  proposed  to 
consolidate  all  the  appropriations,  amounting  to 
$1,411,798,  (including  $200,000  already  appropri- 
ated on  account,)  under  one  head,  instead  of  hav- 
ing them  particularized  under  a  number  of  dis- 
tinct heads,  as  it  was  agreed  to  have  them,  after 
very  consiaerable  debate  in  this  House ;  to  allow 
$224,000  for  the  expenses  of  the  €luartermaster 
Qeneral's  Department^  instead  of  $160,000,  as  con- 
tained in  the  bill  passed  by  this  House ;  to  add 
$9jl41  under  the  head  of  contingencies ;  and  to 
strike  out  the  words  ^'  which  sums  shall  be  solely 
applied  to  the  objects  for  which  they  are  respect- 
ively appropriated." 

On  agreemg  to  the  first,  some  debate  took  place, 
in  which  the  same  arguments  were  used  on  the 
same  subject  as  when  formerly  under  considera- 
tion, viz :  in  favor  of  the  amendment,  by  Messrs. 
Sewall,  Dana,  Dayton,  and  Sitoreaves,  that 
the  specification  of  the  appropriations  would  em- 
barrass the  proceedings  of  the  War  Department, 
and  might,  in  some  cases,  be  attended  with  great 
inconvenience  and  injury  to  the  service,  particu- 
larly in  the  event  of  any  unforeseen  accident.  On 
the  other  hand,  it  was  argued  by  Mr.  Gallatin 
that  heretofore  the  want  of  this  specification  had 
been  very  evident,  and  that  without  it  there  could 
be  no  check  a^^inst  the  expenditure  of  any  appro- 
priation made  by  this  bill,  as,  if  more  money  should 
be  wanted  under  one  head  of  expense  than  was 
appropriated  for  it,  it  would  be  taken  from  another, 
to  which  more  had  been  appropriated  than  might 
be  necessary  for  that  object,  so  that  the  distinct 
estimates  became  useless,  and  the  whole  might  as 
well  be  appropriated  in  onjj  sum.  Mr.  Harper 
took  a  middle  course,  and  wished  the  amendments 
of  the  Senate  to  be  disagreed  to,  in  order  to  pro- 
duce a  conference,  in  which  he  said  a  less  par- 
ticular specification  might  be  agreed  upon  tnan 
had  been  agreed  upon  in  this  bill,  which  he  had 
always  been  opposed  to  as  being  too  particular; 
but  he  was  far  from  wishing  the  appropriation 
to  be  left  at  large,  as  proposed  by  the  Senate. 
It  was  at  length  carried— 45  to  32. 

The  amendment  for  increasing  the  appropria- 
tion under  the  Cluarterroaster  General's  Depart- 
ment by  $74,000,  was  advo(^ted  bv  Messrs.  Dana 
and  KiTTBRA,  on  the  ground  of  its  being  necessAry 
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for  some  items  which  had  not  before  come  JDto 
notice.  It  was  opposed  bjr  Messrs.  Gallatin  and 
J.  Williams.  Mr.  Harper  was  in  favor  of  making 
the  whole  appropriation  ^00,000,  (which  would 
have  been  $24,000  less  than  the  above.)  The 
question  on  the  largest  sum  was,  however,  put 
and  carried — 48  votes  being  in  fsivor  of  it.  The 
committee  rose,  and 

The  House  took  up  their  report,  when  the  yeas 
and  nays  were  called  by  Mr.  Gallatin  on  the 
above  two  amendments,  and  they  were  taken  upon 
both  questions  together,  and  decided  in  the  affirm- 
ative— yeas  46,  nays  34,  as  follows : 

Ybas — John  AUen,  George  Baer,  jr.,  Bailey  Bartlett, 
James  A.  Bayard,  David  Brooks,  Demsey  Burges,  Ohris- 
topher  G.  ChampUn,  James  Cochran,  Jothna  Coit, 
William  Craik,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  John  Dennis,  George 
Dent,  William  Edmond,  Thomas  Evans,  Abiel  Foster, 
Dwight  Foster,  Jonathan  Freeman,  Henry  Glen, 
Channoey  Goodrich,  Roger  Griswold,  Thomas  Hartley, 
William  Hindman,  Hezekiah  L.  Hosmer,  John  Wilkes 
Kittera,  Samuel  Lyman,  William  Matthews,  Daniel 
Morgan,  Lewis  R.  Morris,  Harrison  G.  Otis,  Isaac  Par- 
ker,  John  Reed,  John  Rutledge,  jr.,  James  Schureman, 
Samuel  Sewall,  William  Shepard,  Thomas' Sinnickson, 

Smuel  Sitgreaves,  Nathaniel  Smith,  George  Thatcher, 
chard  Thomas,  Mark  Thomson,  John  £.  Van  Alen, 
Peleg  Wadsworth,  and  John  Williams. 

Nats — Abraham  Baldwin,  David  Bard,  Thomas 
Blount,  Richard  Brent,  John  Chapman,  Wm.  Charles 
Cole  Claiborne,  John  Clopton,  Thomas  T.  Davis,  John 
Dawson,  Lucas  Elmendorph,  John  Fowler,  Albert  Gal- 
latin, James  Gillespie,  Andrew  Gregg,  John  A.  Hanna, 
Robert  Goodloe  Harper,  Carter  B.  Harrison,  Jonathan 
N.  Havens,  Joseph  Heister,  David  Holmes,  Matthew 
Lyon,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Blair  McClenachan,  John 
Milledge,  Anthony  'New,  Wm.  Smith,  Richard  Sprigg, 
iun.,  Richard  Stanford,  Thomas  Sumter,  Thomas  Til- 
Hnghast,  Abram  Trigg,  Philip  Van  Cortlandt,  Joseph 
B.  Vamum,  and  Abraham  Venable. 

COMPENSATION  OF  COLLECTORS. 

The  bill  for  regulating  the  compensation  of  the 
officers  employed  in  the  collection  of  the  internal 
revenue  of  the  United  States,  and  to  provide  for 
the  more  effectual  settlement  of  their  accounts, 
was  read  the  third  time,  and, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Elmenuorph,  the  yeas  and 
nays  were  taken  on  its  passage,  and  determined 
in  the  affirmative,  49  to  32,  as  follows: 

Teas — John  Allen,  Gkorge  Baer,  jr.,  Bailey  Bartlett, 
James  A.  Bayard,  David  Brooks,  Stephen  Bullock, 
Christopher  G.  Champlin,  John  Chapman,  James  Coch- 
ran, Joshua  Coit,  William  Craik,  Samuel  W.  Dana, 
John  Dennis,  George  Dent,  William  Edmond,  Thomas 
Evans,  Abiel  Foster,  Dwight  Foster,  Jonathan  Free- 
man, Henry  Glen,  Chauncey  Goodrich,  Roger  Gris- 
wold, John  A.  Hanna,  Robert  Groodloe  Harper,  Thos. 
Hartley,  Hezekiah  L.  Hosmer,  John  Wilkes  Kittera, 
Samuel  Lyman,  William  Matthews,  Lewis  R.  Morris, 
Harrison  O.  Otis,  Isaac  Parker,  John  Reed,  John  Rut- 
ledge,  jr.,  James  Schureman,  Samuel  Sewall,  William 
Shepard,  Thomas  Sinnickson,  Samuel  Sitgreaves,  Na- 
thaniel Smith,  Richard  Sprigg,  jr.,  (George  Thatcher, 
Richard  Thomas,  Mark  Thomson,  Thomas  Tillinghast, 
John  E.  Van  Alen,  Joseph  B.  Vamum,  Peleg  Wads- 
worth,  and  John  Williams. 

Nat»— Abraham  Baldwm,  Thomas  Blonnt,  Richard 


Brent,  Demsey  Burges,  Thomas  Claiborne,  William 
Charles  Cole  Claiborne,  John  Clopton,  Thomas  T.  Da- 
vis, John  Dawson,  Lucas  EJmendorph,  John  Fowler, 
Albert  Gallatin,  James  Gillespie,  Andrew  Gregg,  Car^ 
ter  B.  Harrison,  Jonathan  N.  Havens,  Joseph  Heistai^ 
David  Holmes,  Matthew  Lyon,  Nathaniel  Macon, . 
Blair  McClenachan,  Joseph  McDowell,  John  Milledge. 
Anthonv  New,  Josiah  Park^,  William  Smith,  Richard 
Stanford,  Thomas  Sumter,  Abram  Tiigg,  Philip  Van 
Cortlandt,  Abraham  Venable,  and  Robert  WilUams. 

PROTECTION  OF  COMMERCE. 
Mr.  Sewall  said,  the  eommittee  appointed  to 
consider  on  the  proper  measures  to  be  taken  for 
the  protection  of  commerce  and  the  defence  of  th« 
country  had  had  it  suggested  to  them  that  two 
mistakes  had  escaped  in  two  of  the  bills  paswd 
this  session,  viz :  the  act  for  arming  and  equip- 
ping a  number  of  small  vessels,  and  that  respect- 
ing the  revenue  cutters.  In  the  former,  it  is  said 
the  officers  shall  have  the  same  rank,  pay,  and 
subsistence  with  the  officers  upon  the  Naval  Es- 
tablishment. This,  said  he,  is  by  no  means  neeea- 
sary,  and  would  show  a  great  want  of  economy, 
as  a  much  lower  rank  would  be  sufficient.  With 
respect  to  the  cutters,  they  are  limited  to  thirty 
men,  though  several  of  them  will  carry  seventy 
men.  It  is  necessary,  therefore,  to  make  some 
amendments  to  these  two  acts.  Mr.  S.  reported 
a  bill  for  the  purpose,  whiehr  was  twice  read,  aad 
committed  for  to-morrow. 

THE  JUDICIARY. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  W.  Claiborne,  the  House 
affain  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  th« 
Whole  for  alterinj^  the  Judicial  Department ;  bot| 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Davis,  the  farther  considera* 
tion  of  this  bill  was  postponed  till  the  next  session 
of  Congress.    • 

ADJOURNMENT  OF  CONGRESa 
Mr.  Gallatin  said,  it  was  desira'ble  that  it 
should  be  known  at  wnat  time  the  present  session 
of  Congrress  would  probably  close.  He  fotind,  by 
conversmff  with  dinerent  members  on  this  sulh> 
iect,  that  there  exists  a  variety  of  opinion  upon  it. 
Many  gentlemen  think  it  would  be  proper  to  ad-^ 
journ  within  a  short  period,  appointing  an  earlier 
day  than  the  Constitutional  day  for  the  next  ses- 
sion ;  other  gentlemen  say  this  is  no  time  to  talk 
of  adjournment,  but  that  the  session  ought  to  be 
permanent.  Whatever  might  be  determined  by 
a  majority,  he  supposed  would  be  generally  sub- 
mitted to;  but  from  the  frequent  applications  for 
leave  of  absence,  it  was  evident  many  members 
are  impatient  to  bring  the  session  to  a  close.  If  it 
was  determined  to  make  the  session  permanent  it 
would  probably  be  necessary  for  several  gentle- 
men, who  had  not  contemplated  any  such  thin^, 
to  obtain  leave  to  return  home  to  arrange  their 
affairs.  He  thought,  therefore,  if  they  met  ear- 
lier, it  would  be  best  to  have  a  short  recess.  In 
order  to  take  the  sense  of  the  House,  he  proposed 
two  resolutions  for  their  consideration,  to  the  fol- 
lowing effect,  which  were  ordered  to  lie  till  to- 
morrow : 
**  fff  m&wt  That  a  committae  be  appointed  to  inguiiff 
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whether,  and  when,  it  may  be  proper  to  cloee  the  pre- 
aent  leaaion  of  Congreaa,  and  abo  to  appoint  a  time  for 
their  neit  meeting. 

**  Resolved,  That  a  conference  be  requested  with  the 
Senate,  on  the  subject  matter  of  the  above  resolution, 
and  that  the  same  committee  be  conferees  on  the  part 
of  this  House  for  the  purpose." 

Mr.  G.  said,  he  knew  that  the  Senate  had,  on 
a  fonner  occasion,  declined  conferrinff  with  the 
House  on  this  subject ;  but,  perhaps,  Uiey  might 
not  now  object  to  it. 

Friday,  June  8. 

Mr.  J.  Williams  reported  a  bill  providing  arms 
for  the  militia  throughout  the  United  States; 
which  was  committed  for  Wednesday  next. 

Mr.  SfTORBAVEs  called  uo  his  resolution  re- 
quiring the  Attorney  G^erai  to  prepare  and  re- 
port a  plan  to  this  House  for  regulating  the  pro- 
cess and  practice  of  the  Courts  of  the  United 
States  by  an  uniform  system ;  which  was  agreed 
to  after  the  addition  of  the  words  "  at  the  next 
session''  was  made. 

Mr.  Dawson  called  up  the  resolution,  which  he 
yesterday  laid  upon  the  table,  proposing  to  call 
vpon  the  President  for  information  relative  to  the 
eondnct  of  the  British  since  the  treaty  was  con- 
eluded  between  the  two  countries;  which  was 
taken  up  accordingly,  and  negatived  without  de- 
bate—47  to  38. 

-  ADJOURNMENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

Mr.  Gallatin  called  up  his  resolutions  for  the 
appointment  of  a  committee  to  consider  whether 
and  when  it  will  be  proper  for  the  two  Houses  to 
adjourn.    The  first  being  taken  up, 

Mr.  Allbn  wished  the  resolution  to  be  amend- 
ed in  such  a  way  as  that  the  committee  might  re- 
port what  business  it  thought  it  would  be  proper 
to  act  upon  daring  the  session. 

Some  doubt  having  been  expressed  as  to  the 
propriety  of  instructing  a  committee  of  confer- 
ence— 

The  Speakbr  read  two  instances  from  the 
Journals,  in  which  the  same  practice  bad  taken 
place. 

The  mover  accordingly  agreed  to  accept  of  the 
amendment. 

Mr.  SiTGRBAVES  movcd  to  strike  it  out.  He 
said  it  was  impossible  for  any  committee  to  say 
what  business  it  might  be  necessarv  to  bring  be- 
fore the  House,  when  it  was  seen  to  at  every  day 
produces  measures  of  importance  arising  out  of 
our  present  situation.  No  one  would  now  say 
whether  it  would  not  be  necessary  for  Cooffress 
to  sit  until  their  powers  expire,  (the  3d  of  March 
next.)  He  thought  the  instruction,  therefore, 
very  improper. 

Mr.  J.  Williams  hoped  the  amendment  would 
be  agreed  to.  It  was  well  known  that  this  House 
cannot  adjourn  without  the  consent  of  the  Senate. 
It  was  desirable,  therefore,  to  know  their  opinion 
•n  the  subject.  If  a  day  was  fixed  for  adjourn- 
ment, and  any  particular  business  arose,  doubtless 
it  would  be  done.    It  was  usual,  he  said,  in  all  the 


Legislatures  with  which  he  had  been  acquainted 
to  appoint  a  committee  of  this  sort  towards  the 
close  of  a  session,  to  report  what  business  it  would 
be  proper  first  to  attend  to.  When  this  was  be- 
fore the  House,  it  could  then  be  ascertained  whe- 
ther or  not  the  session  could  close  at  the  time  pro- 
posed. 

The  motion  for  striking  out  was  carried,  45  to 
36.  The  resolutions  were  then  agreed  to,  and  a 
committee  appointed. 

LETTERS  OP  MARQUE,  &c 

Mr.  D.  Foster  then  called  up  his  rescdutiont 
relative  to  granting  general  reprisals,  letters  of 
marque,  d&c.,  which,  being  read,  he  moved  to  refer 
to  the  Committee  for  the  Protection  of  Commeroe 
and  the  Defence  of  the  Country,  with  power  to  re- 
port by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Davis  hoped  these  resolutions  would  not 
be  referred.  It  appeared  very  strange  to  him  that 
gentlemen  should  be  desirous  of  taking  this  step  at 
present.  He  had  heard  much  in  this  House  vioont 
French  parties,  and  of  gentlemen  being  attached 
to  France,  but  he  thought  the  House  had  wit^ 
nessed,  not  many  minutes  ago,  somethini^  of  an- 
other party,  [referring  to  the  negative  which  had 
been  put  upon  the  resolution  calling  upon  the 
President  for  information  respecting  British  depre* 
dations.]  And  yet,  when  we  have  lately  received 
information  from  France  that  peace  is  probably 
yet  within  our  grasp,  a  motion  is  brought  foward 
which,  if  adopted,  would  effectually  shut  out  all 
hopes  of  a  favorable  termination  of  our  dispute, 
In  the  conclusion  of  the  late  despatches,  he  read  as 
follows: 

"  As  we  were  taking  our  leave  of  Mr.  Talleyrand,  we 
told  him  that  two  of  us  would  return  immediately,  to 
receive  instructions  of  our  Government,  if  that  w<Hild 
be  agreeable  to  the  Directory ;  if  it  was  not,  we  wooH 
wait  some  time,  in  ^  expectatien  of  receiving  in* 
structions." 

So,  that  two  of  our  Commissioners  might  be  ex- 
pected shortly  to  return,  to  lay  certain  propositions 
before  the  Grovernment  here,  or  that  they  will  write 
for  farther  instructions ;  and,  whilst  these  thinp 
are  pending,  can  a  proposition  like  the  present  be 
justified?  He  thought  not  It  was  not,  in  his 
mind,  a  declaration  of  war;  but  it  was  evidently  a 
war  measure.  And  when  it  is  evident,  from  out 
Envoys' own  showing,  that  the  negotiation  between 
them  and  the  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs  in 
France  was  in  train  on  the  8th  of  March,  the  date 
of  their  last  despatches,  as  certain  propositions 
had  been  made  to  them  which  were  not  rejected, 
be  thought  it  would  be  extremely  imprudent  to 
refer  resolutions  of  so  hostile  a  kind  as  these  cer- 
tainly are.  It  would  be  time  enough,  Mr.  D.  said, 
to  adopt  a  measure  of  this  kind  when  our  Envoys 
shall  have  informed  us  that  peace  is  unattainable! 
but,  whilst  they  held  up  a  contrary  expectation,  he 
could  not  consent  to  do  anything  which  should 
cast  wholly  away  the  hope  of  preserving'  a  state 
of  peace.  With  respect  to  the  first  resolution, 
which  declares  the  treaty  between  France  ana 

I  this  country^  void,  he  had  not  much  objection  to 
it,  because  it  must  be  so  consideredjrom  the  laws 
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already  passed;  but  those  which  respect  the  fi^rant- 
ing  letters  of  marque  and  general  reprisals,  he 
thought  very  objectionable  indeed. 

Mr.  Harper  said,  if  the  arguments  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Kentucky  were  well  founded,  he  had 
not  introduced  them  at  the  proper  time.  If  he  views 
the  state  of  our  negotiation  with  France  in  the 
light  which  he  had  placed  it,  his  objections  to  this 
measure  are  natural  and  consistent;  out  they  ought 
to  be  made,  when  a  bill  is  brought  in,  against  its 
being  read  a  second  time ;  or,  if  the  motion  had 
now  been  to  adopt  the  resolutions  instead  of  refer- 
ring them,  the  remarks  which  he  had  made  wbuld 
have  been  perfectly  in  order;  but  that  gentleman 
must  know  that  there  is  a  great  difference  between 
committing  and   agreeing  to  adopt  a  resolution. 
He  would  confess  that  he,  for  one,  should  not  now 
be  ready  to  agree  to  any  of  those  projwsiiions, 
though  a  fortnight  hence  h%  might  be  willing  to 
adopt  them  all.    If  the  motion  was,  therefore,  for 
adopting,  instead   of  referring   them,   he  should 
move  a  postponement,  or  the  previous  question,  or 
take  some  other  mode  of  disposing  of  them ;  but 
when  the  motion  was  merely  to  refer  them  to  a 
committee  who  might  report  upon  them  immedi- 
ate!]^, or  let  them  lie  until  farther  information  was 
received  from  our  Commissioners;  or,  if  they  re- 
port a  bill,  that  bill  might  lie  until  gentlemen 
thought  proper  to  pass  upon  it.    He  did  not,  there- 
fore, see  any  ground  for  the  alarm  which  the  gen- 
tleman from  Kentucky  has  shown.    He  confessed 
he  could  not  look   upon   our  negotiation  with 
France  as  in  the  happy  train  in  which  it  appears 
to  that  gentleman.  He  knew  we  might  have  peace, 
if  we  would  consent  to  have  our  property  plundereo 
ad  Hbitum;  or  by  paying  a  contribution  to  the  ^1 
amount  of  our  ability  to  pay,  which  were  the  terms 
that  Talleyrand  and  his  agents  had  offered  to  our 
Envoys;  and  this  loan  was  made  a  sine  qua  non 
by  Talleyrand.    He  could  not  tell,  therefore,  how 
^he  gentleman  from  Kentucky  could  conceive  the 
negotiation  to  be  in  good  tram,  except  he  is  will- 
ing to  pay  the  tribute  which  France  demands 
from  us. 

But,  as  he  had  already  said,  the  present  question 
is  neither  to  adopt  the  resolutions,  nor  to  give 
them  the  least  sanction,  but  to  refer  them  to  a  com- 
mittee over  whose  acts  the  House  have  a  com- 
plete control ;  and  though  be  should  vote  for  the 
reference,  he  should  not  consider  himself  as  hav- 
ing given  any  countenance  to  the  resolutions 
themselves,  though  he  expected  the  time  would 
soon  come  when  it  would  be  proper  to  adopt  the 
two  last  resolutions;  but  he  thought  it  was  not  yet 
arrived,  and  that  there  is  other  business  which 
m^y  be  done  to  advantage  in  the  meantime. 

Mr.  Venable  said,  the  gentleman  la^t  up  had 
drawn  a  distinctioa  between  committing  these 
resolutions  and  agreeing  to  them,  and  had  said  that 
he  himself  is  not  ready  to  agree  to  them.  Mr.  V. 
thought  resolutions  of  this  kind  ought  not  to  be 
laid  upon  the  table  before  the  House  is  ready  to 
decide  upon  them,  as  the  moment  the  foreign  nation 
to  which  they  have  reference  hears  that  such  reso- 
lutions have  been  brought  forward,  they  wiU  lake 
advantage  of  it,  and  seize  all  the  property  belong- 


ing to  our  citizens  within  their  power.  If  the  reso- 
lutions are  not  proper,  therefore,  to  be  adojpted, 
they  ought  immediately  to  be  rejected;  for,  ii  this 
is  not  done,  we  may  expect  that  not  only  all  the 
property  of  our  citizens  in  French  ports  will  be 
seized,  but  that  all  our  vessels,  without  exception, 
which  can  be  met  with  will  be  taken.  He  hoped, 
therefore,  if  gentlemen  are  of  opinion  with  him 
that  the  time  for  taking  measures  like  the  present 
is  not  yet  arrived,  that  the  reference  would  be  re- 
fused. It  would  do  infinite  mischief.  We  ought 
not,  he  said,  to  show  a  spirit  of  this  kind,  until  we 
are  perfectly  prepared  to  act.  And  as  he  believed 
the  House  is  oetter  calculated  to  judge  of  the  pro- 
priety of  thus  changing  the  situation  of  the  coun- 
try, than  any  committee  could  be,  he  should  not 
choose  to  ask  the  opinion  of  the  Committee  for  the 
Protection  of  Commerce  and  the  Defence  of  the 
Country,  what  he  should  do  in  this  case. 

Mr.  R.  Williams  observed,  that  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina  seemed  to  argue  in  favor  of 
committing  these  resolutions,  as  if  no  time  would 
be  so  proper  for  -doing  so  as  the  present.  But  he 
believed  this  House  would  be  equally  capable  of 
judffing  of  this  matter  hereafter  as  at  present,  and 
could  act  upon  them  in  future  as  well  as  now. 
Why,  then,  ought  the  House  now  to  refer  them, 
when  even  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina 
says  he  is  not  prepared  to  vote  for  them ;  but  that 
if  ne  were  called  upon  now  to  vote  upon  them,  he 
should  give  his  ne^tive  on  the  (question? 

It  appeared  to  him ^  Mr.  W.  said,  that  the  refer- 
ence of  these  resolutions  could  have  no  other  ap- 
pearance than  that  of  a  challenge,  and  will  doubt- 
less produce  the  consequences  which  has  been 
mentioned  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia.  And 
however  their  vessels  may  have  depredated  upon 
our  commerce,  and  suffered  their  citizens  to  plun- 
der us  at  sea,  they  have  not  gone  so  far  as  to 
make  it  a  national  act  to  seize  all  the  property  of 
our  citizens  within  their  power.  He  was,  there- 
fore, opposed  to  this  reference ;  for  though,  when- 
ever tne  time  of  actual  war  shall  arrive  (for  it 
seemed  as  if  it  must  arrive,)  we  shall  think  it 
necessary  to  do  France  all  the  mischief  we  can. 
yet  he  did  not  think  it  would  be  prudent  to  tell 
them  we  mean  to  injure  them,  in  this  or  that  way, 
before-hand. 

He  had  another  reason  for  voting  aeainst  this 
reference.  However  proper  the  distinction  might 
be,  Mr.  W.  said,  between  a  reference  and  uie 
adoption  of  these  resolutions,  the  arsument  could 
not  apply  to  tlie  first  resolution;  for  he  should 
never  be  in  favor  of  referring  any  resolution  which 
he  did  not  think  the  House  had  the  Constitutional 
power  of  acting  upon.  But  he  did  not  believe 
that  this  House  has  the  power  to  annul  a  treaty; 
if  they  had,  it  appeared  to  him  that  they  would 
have  the  power  of  defeating  the  treaty-making 
power  as  laid  down  by  the  Constitution.  This 
was  to  him,  at  least,  a  very  doubtful  subject. 

Mr.  Harrison  believed,  that  to  refer  these  res- 
olutions would  be  to  give  them  a  degree  of  sanc- 
tion ;  and,  as  he  look^  upon  the  question  as  very 
important,  he  should  call  for  tbe  yeas  and  nays 
upon  it    They  were  agreed  to  b^  taken. 
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Mr.  Gallatin  said,  it  appeared  to  him  that 
the  committee  to  whom  it  is  proposed  to  reler 
these  resolutions  might,  without  this  reference, 
have  brought  the  subject  before  the  House,  as 
they  are  appointed  to  consider^  whatever  relates 
to  the  protection  of  commerce  and  the  defence  of 
the  country.  The  reference  must  mean  some** 
thing  more,  therefore,  than  a  mere  instruction  to 
them  to  consider  the  subject,  because  they  have 
alreadj^  those  instructions  given  to  them  generally 
in  their  original  appointment.  What,  he  asked, 
could  be  obtained  by  a  vote  on  this  subject?  He 
was  at  a  loss  to  know.  He  could  see  no  possible 
ffood  to  be  derived  from  it.  He  wished,  indeed, 
the  commitceeto  whom  it  is  proposed  to  refer  these 
resolutions,  instead  of  doing  the  business  commit- 
ted to  them  by  piecemeal,  in  the  manner  which 
they  had  adopted,  had  laid  before  the  House  at 
once  a  complete  general  plan  of  defence  consistent 
with  the  present  situation  of  the  country.  A 
majority  of  this  House  seem  not  only  rea  ly  to 
take  every  defensive  pleasure,  but,  in  a  certain 
degree,  offensive  measures  also.  This  having 
been  once  determined,  the  committee  might  very 
well  prepare  such  a  plan.  Such  a  plan  would 
be  more  consistent  and  uniform,  than  if  individual 
members  were  left  to  bring  forward  any  measures 
which  it  may  strike  them  as  necessary  to  be  taken. 
Of  what  use,  Mr.  Q.  asked,  had  been  the  reference 
of  a  set  of  resolutions  made  some  days  ago  by  Mr. 
SiTOBEAVES?  No  report  has  been  made  upon 
them.  A  part  of  them  were  of  the  same  nature 
with  these,  and  would  authorize  a  report  on  this 
subject,  if  the  committee  had  not  the  general 
power  already  mentioned. 

If,  then,  no  advantage  can  be  derived  from  a 
reference  of  these  resolutions,  and  as  some  disad- 
vantages, which  have  already  been  mentioned, 
may  be  the  consequence,  he  trusted  they  would 
not  be  referred. 

So  far  as  any  conclusion  could  be  drawn  from 
the  despatches  of  our  Ministers,  he  confessed  he 
had  no  great  hopes  of  our  negotiation  with  France 
being  concluded  in  an  elSectual  manner.  He 
saw  a  kind  of  negotiation  open  between  our  En- 
voys and  the  French  Minister  for  Foreign  Afiairs. 
He  saw  that  the  latter  had  asked  for  a  loan ;  a 
demand  inadmissible  by  our  Envoys,  since  it  was 
contrary  to  their  instructions;  a  demand  inadmis- 
sible from  any  instructions  they  might  hereafter 
receive,  for  the  sentiments  of  the  Executive  on 
that  subject  were  well  known;  and,  he  would 
add.  a  demand  inadmbsible  in  its  very  nature, 
inadmissible  in  the  opinion  not  only  of  this  House, 
bat  of  everv  individual  in  the  House.  So  that, 
as  long  as  that  demand  was  insisted  upon,  no  ac- 
commodation could  be  effected.  But  it  must  have 
been  remarked,  in  the  late  despatches,  that  when 
oar  Envoys  inquired  of  Mr.  Talleyrand  whether 
a  loan  of  money  was  the  ultimatium  of  the  French 
Government,  he  did  not  choose  to  give  a  direct 
answer.  This  shows  it  to  be  possible  that  this 
demand  may  not  be  their  ultimatum;  and  if  not, 
as  we  have  heard  it  reported,  j[ though  not  offi- 
cially,) that  one  of  our  Commissioners  still  re- 
mains in  Paris,  it  would  not  be  prudent  to  take 


any  step  that  would  defeat  any  treaty  which 
might  be  in  contemplation. 

Besides,  the  gentlemen  in  favor  of  adopting 
measures  qf  this  kind,  must  know  that  the  com- 
mittee, to  whom  it  is  proposed  to  refer  the  resolu- 
tions, can  at  any  time  make  a  report  on  the 
subject,  without  the  reference,  whenever  they  shall 
think  the  state  of  thin^^s  requires  these  measures 
should  be  taken.  He  hoped,  therefore,  the  reso- 
lutions would  not  be  referred. 

Mr.  CoiT  felt  embarrased  on  this  subject.  If  lie 
were  called  upon  to  vote  for  a  reference  of  these 
resolutions  at  present,  he  should  vote  against  it. 
He  differed  in  opinion  from  gentlemen  who  think 
there  is  a  probability  of  a  favorable  issue  of  our 
negotiation  with  France.  If  our  Envoys,  or  any 
of  them,  were  mad  enough  to  make  a  treatv, 
upon  sucn  terms  as  the  French  propose,  it  would 
not  preserve  peace  between  the  two  countries. 
He  believed  we  should  have  war ;  but  he  did  not 
wish  to  ffo  on  faster  to  this  state  of  things  than 
the  people  of  this  country,  and  the  opinion  of  the 
world,  would  justify. 

Mr.  C.  was  aware  that  to  refer  these  resolutions 
was  not  to  agree  to  them;  but  he  thought  it  would 
be  giving  them  a  sort  of  sanction.  Measures  might 
turn  up,  ne  said,  which  would  make  the  adoption  of 
these  resolutions  proper,  though  he  did  not  think 
the  time  yet  arrived.  He  therefore  moved  a  post- 
ponement of  the  question  for  one  week. 

Mr.  W.  Claiborne  hoped  the  motion  for  post- 
ponement would  prevail,  for,  though  a  reference 
of  those  resolutions  would  not  be  a  complete 
sanction  of  them,  he  should  consider  it  as  a  pre- 
lude to  a  speedy  adoption.  His  observation  on 
the  past  proceedings,  of  the  House  justified  this 
remark. 

Mr.  C.  differed  in  opinion  from  the  ffentleman 
from  North  Carolina  as  to  the  power  of  Congress 
with  respect  to  treaties.  He  believed  Cong^ress 
has  a  right  to  do  away  any  treaty  by  a  Legisla- 
tive act;  if  not.  he  should  think  he  lived  under 
the  most  miserable  Government  upon  earth. 

What,  said  Mr.  C,  is  the  nature  of  the  injuries 
which  we  have  received  from  France?  Have 
they  not  been  wholly  maritime?  and  have  we  not 
done  all  we  can  conveniently  do  for  the  defence 
of  our  commerce?  Were  not  all  our  marine 
force  already  under  such  regulations  as  to  be 
enabled  to  act  to  great  advantage  in  the  preven- 
tion of  future  outrages  on  our  commerce  ?  Why, 
theuj  shall  we  proceed  to  measures  which  must 
inevitably  involve  the  country  in  war?  Will  the 
adoption  of  these  resolutions  give  us  a  single  ship 
or  gun?  No.  Why,  then,  widen  the  breach  b^ 
iween  the  two  countries^  by  acting  upon  a  mea- 
sure more  replete  with  impolicy  than  any  act  he 
ever  saw  introduced  into  that  House.  It  it  were 
adopted,  it  would  go  to  the  destruction  of  our 
commerce  with  several  of  the  ^reat  commercial 
Powers;  for  the  moment  war  is  declared  with 
France,  we  shall  also  be  at  war  with  Spain  and 
Holland,  her  allies.  And  when  a  war  with  Spain 
shall  take  place,  the  commerce  of  the  Southern 
States  and  Western  country  will  be  immediately 
gone,  and  all  our  vessels  in  French,  Dutch,  or 
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Spanish  ports,  will  doubtless  be  coDfiscated. 
Taese,  he  said,  were  eyils  which  he  foresaw  would 
attend  the  adoption  of  these  resolutions,  and  he 
called  upon  the  mover  to  show  a  single  adyan- 
tflge  which  could  be  derived  from  their  adoption. 
He  hoped,  therefore,  the  question  would  be  post- 
poned for  a  week;  and  if,  at  the  end  of  that  period, 
nothing  shall  have  transpired  which  will  make 
their  adoption  proper,  he  trusted  thejr  would  then 
be  farther  postponed.  If  France  is  determined  to 
have  war  with  us,  we  must  and  will  defend  our- 
selves; but  he  was  desirous  that  no  act  of  ours 
should  show  that  we  ourselves  wish  for  war. 

Mr.  SiTORBAVES  did  not  feel  very  solicitous 
whether  the  reference  of  these  resolutions  should 
or  should  not  be  postponed  for  one  week,  as  he  did 
not  think  so  short  a  time  would  make  any  essen- 
tial difference  in  the  state  of  things;  but,  as  he 
knew  no  good  purpose  that  could  be  answered  by 
the  postponement,  he  should  vote  against  it.  He 
rose  to  offer  his  reasons  in  favor  oAhe  reference, 
generally. 

Mr.  S.  said,  those  gentlemen  who  had  been  in 
the  habit  of  observing  the  frequency  and  facility 
with  which  a  certain  description  of  the  members 
of  this  House  could  put  on  and  shake  off  the  most 
important  principles,  as  occasion  required)  would 
not  be  surprised  at  tne  comparison  he  was  about 
to  state  between  their  conduct  now  and  on  a  for- 
mer occasion.    Everybody  recollected  that,  some 
time  ago,  the  resolutions  of  a  grenadier  company, 
at  Portsmouth,  in  Virginia,  were  presented  to  the 
House;  and  that,  when  it  was  proposed  to  refer 
these  resolutions  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union,  it  was  objected  to,  because 
they  contained  a  most  abominably  gross  and  in- 
decent libel  on  the  Government  and  those  who 
administered  it.    The  reference  of  those  libellous 
tesolutions  was  nevertheless  advocated  by  due 
side  of  the  House  very  warmly,  and  eventually 
carried  by  a  majority;  and  it  must  be  well  remem- 
bered that  this  course  was  justified  by  its  advo- 
catesj  on  the  ground  that  the  reference  of  a  pro- 
position to  a  committee  could  not  by  any  impli- 
cation be  construed  into  an  approlMition  of  the 
proposition;  and,  therefore,  while  those  gentlemen 
urged  the  reference  of  the  grenadier  resolutions, 
they,  one  and  all,  disavowed  all  participation  in 
the  sentiments  they  contained.-  But  now.  when 
resolutions  highly  important  and  intimately  con- 
nected with  the  welfkre  of  the  country,  are  pro- 
posed by  a  member  of  the  House  in  discharge  of 
ids  duty,  and  it  is  moved  that  these  resolutions 
should  be  referred,  in  the  usual  and  ordinary 
course  of  proceeding,  for  the  purpose  of  consider- 
ation, the  same  members  who,  on  the  former  oc- 
casion, disclaimed  all  pollution  from  the  reference 
of  Magnien's  Libel,  affect  to  declare  that  the 
refer^ce  now  proposed  cannot  be  made  without 
adopting,  or  countenancing,  or  sanctioning,  to  a 
certain  decree,  the  specific  propositions  to  be  re- 
ferred.   How  they  can  reconcile  this  versatility 
of  principle  to  the  rules  of  rectitude  or  reason,  he 
was  at  a  loss  to  conjecture;  it  appeared  to  him 
that,  if  the  principle  they  nmo  maintain  is  just, 
these  getftlemen  have  subjected  themsdves  to  the 


imputation  of  "adopting,  or  countenancing,  or 
sanctioning,  to  a  certain  degree^"  the  lib^l  of 
Captain  Alagnien  and  his  grenadiers — or,  on  the 
other  hand,  if  the  principle  which  they  then  con- 
tended for  was  just,  they  absolutely  fail  in  the 
ground  of  their  present  opposition. 

His  colleague  (Mr.  Gallatin)  had  fallen  into 
two  mistakes ;  he  had  said  that  these  resolutions 
are  of  the  same  nature  with  those  which  he  (Mr. 
SiTGREAVEs)  had  the. honor,  some  days  ago,  to 
lay  before  the  House ;  and  that  the  committee,  to 
wnich  the  resolutions  are  proposed  to  be  referred, 
have,  at  present,  all  the  power  which  this  reference 
would  give  them.  He  was  not  correct,  in  the  first 
place,  in  saying  that  these  resolutions  are  of  the 
same  nature  with  those  formerly  submitted.  The 
former  propositions  suggested  a  course  of  special 
reprisal,  in  cases  liinited and  defined;  the  present 
propositions  are  for  letters  of  general  marque  and 
reprisal,  which  modes  of  proceeding  are  essential- 
ly different  in  their  nature  and  their  incidents,  ia 
tneir  theory  and  practice.  The  present  proposi- 
tions, also,  recommend  a  declaration  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  treaties,  to  which  the  former  ones  made 
no  allusion.  He  believed  his-colieague  to  be  equal- 
ly mistaken  in  his  other  assertion,  that  the  com- 
mittee had  already  power  to  report  to  the  extent 
of  these  resolutions,  if  they  should  deem  it  expe- 
dient. Their  general  power  was  to  consider  and 
report  upon  so  much  of  the  President's  Speech  as 
relates  to  the  protection  of  commerce  and  defence 
of  the  country ;  and  this  authority,  when  construed 
with  relation  to  the  Speech,  cannot  be  considered 
as  goin^  beyond  the  measures  of  defence,  strictly 
compatible  with  the  neutral  position  in  which  we 
stood  at  the  commencement  of  the  session;  and 
could  not^  without  an  express  reference,  justify 
the  committee  in  proposing  broad  measures  of  hos- 
tility. This,  however,  is  a  question  of  form  mere- 
ly. If  the  committee  have  already  the  power,  the 
reference  proposed  can  do  no  mischief;  if  they 
have  it  not  already,  it  remains  to  inquire  whe- 
ther they  ought  not  to  have  it.  He  conceived  they 
oufi^ht. 

He  did  not  mean  to  give  an  opinion  whether 
the  specific  propositions  contained  m  these  resolu- 
tions ought  actually  to  be  adopted ;  that  is  not  now 
the  question;  and  all  the  arguments  that  have 
been  urged  in  relation  to  the  actual  expediency  of 
the  measures  proposed,  have  been  irrelevant  and 
out  of  order.  The  question  is,  whether  they  do 
not  form  proper  subjects  for  submission  to  a  com- 
mittee ?  On  this  point  he  had  no  hesitation  to 
say,  that  the  councils  of  the  nation  could  not  too 
soon  turn  their  serious  attention  to  these  subjects. 
Gentlemen  could  not,  with  any  propriety,  contend 
that  the  situation  of  the  country  is  the  same  as 
before  the  receipt  of  the  last  despatches ;  they  have 
most  effectually  dispelled  the  few  rays  or  faint 
hope  that  the  negotiation  with  France  could  ter- 
minate amicably ;  we  learn  by  them  that  the  de- 
mand of  money,  of  a  tribute  so  di^raceful  as  on 
all  hands  to  be  scouted  as  inadmissible,  which  had 
before  been  made  by  inofficial  agents,  has  now 
been  repeateff  and  insisted  upon,  as  a  prelhninarT 
to  negotiation,  by  the  acknowledged  and  officntl 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


1885 

JOHB,  1798.] 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


1686 


Letters  of  Marque,  ^c. 


[H.OFR. 


organ  of  the  Directory.  War,  therefore,  absolute 
war ;  hostility  in  all  its  modes  and  with  all  its  in- 
cidents, appears  to  be,  not  merely  highly  proba- 
ble, but  absolutefy  inevitable;  and  whether  the 
precise  point  of  time  for  its  legitimate  commence- 
ment shall  arrire  a  little  sooner  or  a  little  later,  it 
is  an  event  to  which  our  solemn  attention  ought 
to  be  immediately  directed,  on  which  we  should 
accustom  ourselves  to  reflect,  and  on  which  a  re- 
ference should  be  made  to  a  committee  whose  par- 
ticular duty  it  would  be  to  revolve  it  in  their  minds, 
and  to  make  a  report  the  instant  the  necessity 
should  occur.  The  power  of  declaring  war  is,  by 
the  Constitution,  placed  in  this  department  of  the 
Government ;  and  in  proportion  as  the  season  ap- 
proaches when  the  exercise  of  this  power  shall 
oecome  our  duty,  ought  w^  to  prepare  ourselves 
for  80  solemn  an  occasion  by  reflection,  by  consid- 
eration, and  discussion.  It  is  already  anticipated 
by  the  public  sentiment  and  the  public  voice ;  and 
we  disregard  our  obligations  if  we  neelect  to  make 
it  a  principal  subject  of  our  own  deliberations. 
We  consider,  not  only  what  measures  are  suited 
to  our  actual  situation,  but  those  also  which  are 
calculated  for  a  state  of  things  which  appears  to 
be  inevitable.  The  only  desij^n  of  the  motion  for 
reference,  is  to  pave  the  way  ^r  these  discussions. 
The  committee  would  deliberate  with  a  caution 
adapted  to  the  importance  of  the  subject,  and  after 
having  decided  for  themselves,  would  submit  to 
the  control  and  the  decision  bf  the  House,  the  re- 
sult of  their  deliberations :  on  the  whole,  tne  reso- 
lutions contained,  he  believed,  important  objects 
on  which,  eventually,  we  must  think  and  decide. 
He  would  not  say  we  are  prepared  to  decide ;  but 
he  was  sure  we  could  not  begin  to  think  too 
Boon. 

Mr.  Baldwin  said,  that  nothing  was  more  cer- 
tain than  that  individual  members  could  not  vote 
to  refer  a  motion  to  a  committee,  as  was  now  pro- 
posed, unless  at  the  time  they  feel  themselves  fa- 
vorably disposed  to  the  object  of  the  motion,  and 
vote  to  refer  it  to  a  committee  to  further  that  ob- 
ject, and  to  give  it  practicable  shape  and  form. 
The  gentleman  who  had  just  sat  down  should  re- 
flect, that  referring  petitions  is  a  matter  of  course, 
and  is  established  by  usage  as  a  respectful  form  of 
teceiving  and  hearing  tli^  applications  of  our  fel- 
low-citizens. The  introduction  of  a  petition  re- 
quires no  second ;  but  a  motion  made  and  second- 
ed, b  to  be  regarded  as  a  step  in  the  actual  opera- 
tions of  the  House.  For  himself  he  must  say 
that,  with  respect  to  the  present  motion,  it  required 
no  time  for  him  to  be  r«uly  to  declare,  that  he  was 
not  now  favorably  disposed  towards  it,  and  coukl 
not^  in  any  shape,  now  give  it  his  countenance 
and  support. 

When  he  reflected  on  what  thev  had  done  in 
ihB  small  space  of  a  few  weeks,  ana  the  course  ci 
measures  which  had  been  adopted  by  Congress 
since  the  receipt  of  the  despatches  from  our  En- 
voys, he  thought  they  had  come  on,  one  upon 
aooiner,  in  a  succession  sufllciently  rapid.  Tney 
must,  in  their  nature,  greatly  afiiect  the  state  of  the 
country,  perhaps  i^ore  than  was  efier  done  before 
ia  io  shot t  a  time.    He  thought  ii  woukl  be  wise 


in  the  House,  at  present,  to  make  a  short  pause, 
before  they  proceeded  any  further.  It  is  a  subject 
on  which  all  Governments  are  apt  to  err,  and  to 
proceed  too  rapidly.  Let  us.  saia,  he,  take  a  little 
time  to  ourselves,  and  give  some  time  to  our  con- 
stituents, to  look  at  our  interests,  and  the  state  of 
our  public  afiairs^  in  the  new  posture  which  we 
have  given  them  m  the  course  of  a  few  weeks. 
,  Our  measures,  he  said,  divided  themselves  into 
three  classes ;  nrst,  the  internal  defence  of  our 
country  and  of  our  seacoast.  On  this  there  had 
been  no  difference  of  opinion ;  we  had  adopted, 
promptly,  the  same  course  of  measures  which  had 
been  adopted  a  few  years  ago,  when  we  were 
threatened  by  another  European  Power,  we  had 
fortified  our  ports  and  harbors,  fixed  row-galleys 
and  other  vessels  on  our  coast,  and  ordered  a 
draught  of  eighty  thousand  militia  to  hold  them- 
selves in  constant  readiness ;  and  ordered  a  million 
of  dollars  to  be  expended,  in  procuring  arms,  can- 
non, and  ammunition,  to  be  placed  all  along  the 
country  in  proper  situations,  that  they  may  he  putt 
into  use  by  such  of  our  fellow-citizens  as  should 
be  driven  to  the  unfortunate  necessity  of  defend- 
ing themselves  by  arms.  He  had  been  glad  to  see 
such  a  perfect  unanimity  in  those  measures,  and 
such  a  readiness,  on  all  quarters,  to  vote  even 
larger  sums  than  were  recommended  in  the  re- 
ports for  these  purposes.  This  course  of  mea- 
sures was  founded  on  principles  merely  defensive, 
and  related  only  to  our  own  country,  and  our  own 
coast  within  cannot  shot  from  our  snores,  which, 
by  the  law  of  nations,  is  called  our  territory ;  he 
trusted  what  had  been  done,  accompanied  with 
the  spirit  and  resolution  of  our  countrymen,  would 
render  our  country  impregnable. 

The  second  course  of  measures^  which  he  said 
had  also  been  adopted,  was  extending  our  military 
preparations,  and  carrying  our  force  beyond  onr 
own  jurisdiction,  on  the  main  ocean,  to  defend 
our  commerce  by  convoys,  and  to  seek  for  and 
capture  French  privateers.  On  these  the  House 
had  not  been  unanimous ;  they  had  appeared  to 
be  founded  on  more  questionable  policy ;  but,  as 
the  laws  were  passed,  they  would  not  only  be 
cheerfully  submitted  to,  but  as  vigorously  sup- 
ported as  the  others;  it  was  now  his  duty  to  hope 
and  expect  that  they  would  do  more  good  than 
harm. 

The  third  and  last  course  of  measures,  was  pre- 
sented to  our  consideration  by  the  present  motion, 
to  put  the  country  immediately  into  an  actual 
state  of  war.  He  must  say  he  had  been  surprised 
to  hear  it ;  he  thought  it  very  ill-timed  \  he  must 
express  upon  it  his  utter  disapprobation.  As  had 
been  already  stated,  the  last  official  information 
from  our  Envoys,  showed  that  our  negotiations 
were  still  going  on ;  and  thoegh  the  French  Min- 
ister still  insisted  on  a  compulsory  loan,  which  our 
Ministers  justly  declared  to  be  a  very  inadmissible 
condition ;  yet.  it  ousht  to  be  noticed  in  the  de- 
spatches that,  when  he  was  asked  by  Mr.  Gebrt, 
it  they  were  to  consider  him  as  insisting  on  a  loan 
as  an  ultimatum,  he  avoided  the  question,  which 
gives  reason  to  believe  that,  as  things  then  stood, 
a  loan  or  war  were  not  absolute  mevitable  allec- 
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native  ;  it  was  such  an  alternatives  as  he  was  not 
disposed  to  take,  so  Iodc;  as  it  was  avoidable. 
Though  our  situation  has  been^  in  many  respects, 
bad  for  the  year  past,  yet  in  a  state  of  actual  war,  ' 
it  will  be  much  worse.  He  never  turned  his  at- 
tention to  the  part  of  the  country  where  he  lived, 
but  that  he  felt  himself  compelled,  by  every  prin- 
ciple of  duty  to  whom  he  represented,  to  address 
and  to  urge  everv  consideration  to  avoid  going  to 
that  extreme.  Tney  have  been  once  almost  total- 
ly destroyed  by  war ;  they  know,  from  their  dis- 
tance and  from  i)ast  experience,  that  prompt  and 
adequate  protection  never  will  be  extended  to 
them.  He  believed  no  honest  man,  deliberating 
merely  for  the  public  good,  could  take  a  view  of 
the  amiirs  of  this  country,  of  bis  own  home,  and 
of  his  friends,  and  think  of  going  into  a  state  of 
war.  if  is  possible  to  avoid  it. 

Our  fellow-citizens  had,  by  their  addresses  from 
every  part  of  the  Union,  testified  their  attachment 
to  the  principles  of  the  Govern ment,  and  had  en- 
deavored to  fortify  their  public  men  on  this  try- 
ing crisis,  by  assurances  of  their  confidence,  and 
their  determination  not  to  appear  to  be  a  divided 
people.  He  hoped  they  might  always  conduct 
public  affairs  in  such  a  manner  as  to  merit  and 
receive  support  so  grateful  on  such  occasions. 
The  people  nave  discovered  dispositions  so  favor- 
able, he  thought  it  would  be  wise  for  the  Govern- 
ment not  to  fi^o  too  fast  for  their  expectations. 
Perhaps,  said  he,  as  much  has  been  done  at  this 
time  as  was  expected.  The  people  had  not  said 
expressly  that  they  are  desirous  of  going  into  war, 
as  some  seem  to  suppose ;  we  know  to  the  con- 
trary— it  is  only  the  worst  class  of  them  that  are 
desirous  of  war,  and  we  should  deliberate  on  the 
subject  under  this  impression :  they  tell  us,  to  be 
sure,  that  they  rely  on  us,  and  will  support  what- 
ever we  do ;  they  see  there  is  no  other  wi^y  of  get- 
ting along;  we  know  it,  and  if  a  law  actually 
passes  the  different  branches  of  the  Government 
to  make  war,  there  is  no  doubt  but  that  the  whole 
country  goes  with  us ;  the  consciousness  of  this 
good  disposition  should  be,  so  far  from  making  us 
more  rasn  and  hasty  in  rushing  into  war,  that  it 
should  be  felt  as  the  strongest  oblig^ation  upon  ub 
to  do  for  them  everything  that  is  possible  to 
avoid  it. 

Mr.  B.  mentioned  another  consideration  which 
had  weight  with  him  against  tbe  present  motion. 
A  committee  had  been  appointed  this  morning  to 
join  a  committee  of  the  Senate,  to  look  over  the 
business,  and  see  whether  there  might  not  be  a 
recetis  of  Congress  for  a  few  weeks.  That  com- 
mittee will  doubtless  find  this  subject  as  fairiy 
within  the  purview  of  their  appointment  as  the 
committee  of  defence  could,  if  it  were  referred  to 
them.  It  will  come  before  the  committee  appoint- 
ed this  morninff,  without  any  act  of  the  House, 
and  in  a  ]>articularly  favorable  attitude ;  they  must 
examine  it  as  it  stands  in  relation  to  the  question 
of  adjournment.  If  there  is  to  be  an  adjournment 
of  Congress  this  Summer,  which  he  hoped  and 
trusted  there  would,  will  not  every  one  say  that  it 
is  desirable  the  adjournment  should  take  place 
before  this  question  of  war  is  finally  dete^ined 


on  ?  -It  is  the  very  life  of  all  representative  Gov- 
ernments that  the  representative  should  have  op- 
portunity to  see  his  constituent^,  more  especialn^ 
on  such  great  occasions ;  it  gives  mutual  confi- 
dence and  very  much  fortifies  the  Grovernment. 
It  has  been  the  practice  in  some  of  the  States  ne^ 
ver  to  pass  an  important  law  without  first  publish- 
ing it  for  consideration,  and  then  adjourning  and 
going  home.  At  the  next  session  they  consider 
themselves  as  bringing  up  the  more  mature  sense 
of  the  people  on  the  subject.  In  other  countries, 
we  know  that  in  any  great  turn  of  public  affairs, 
it  is  a  common  practice  to  dissolve  the  delibera- 
tive a&sembly,  and  to  have  a  new  one  elected,  so 
as  to  be  sure  to  bring  up  the  sense  of  the  people. 
Never  can  there  be  more  reason  for  it  than  in  a 
country  of  so  different  interests,  and  of  so  great 
extent  as  this.  The  public  men  of  the  United 
States  have  a  work  of  immense  difficulty  to  con- 
duct \  they  need  to  take  great  care,  or  tnev  will 
make  shipwreck.  It  is  to  be  remembered,  that 
since  the  Fall  before  the  last.  Congress  has  been 
almost  constantly  in  session,  and  they  who  live 
remote  have  had  very  little  time  to  be  with 
their  constituents  at  all.  They  are  full  of  anxie- 
ty, said  he,  on  the  present  very  interesting  state  of 
our  affairs;  it  is  their  business  which  we  are 
transacting;  it  is  as  interesting  to  each  one  of 
them  as  to  ourselves.  After  so  long  an  absence, 
and  so  much  havin^been  done,  he  thought  it  very 
desirable  that  a  recess  should  now  give  them  time 
to  intermingle  with  their  fellow-citizens.  It  was 
not  stated  there  was  anything  immediately  press- 
ing for  a  decision  of  the  question  of  war  just  at 
this  time ;  there  is  no  immediate  g^reat  stroke  to 
be  struck,  or  special  advantage  tone  obtained  by 
determining  it  now  rather  than  a  few  weeki 
hence.  More  intelligence  might  be  received ;  cir- 
cumstances might  alter ;  he  thought  every  con- 
sideration urged  letting  the  war  question  remain 
till  after  the  adjournment. 

Mr.  Dana  hoped  the  gentleman  from  Georgia 
did  not  want  to  inquire  of  his  constituents  whe- 
ther they  would  consent  to  a  treaty  with  France, 
in  which  we  shall  bind  ourselves  to  pay  a  tribute. 
He  trusted  if  that  gentleman's  constituents  were 
thus  to  instruct  him,  he  would  refuse  to  obey  their 
instructions.  He  hoped  no  member  of  this  House 
could  be  prevailed  with  to  set  his  hand  to  what 
would  prove  the  death-warrant  to  the  liberties  of 
the  country.  Mr.  D.  thought,  therefore^  that  no 
instructions  were  necessary  on  this  subject ;  it  is 
not  a  subject  proper  for  deliberation  in  the  Ame- 
rican Congress,  and  no  other  term's  of  accommo- 
dation had  been  held  out  to  us  by  that  country. 
Does  not  Mr.  Talleyrand,  said  Mr.  D.,  complain  of 
the  Farewell  Address  of  Greneral  Washington, 
and  of  the  Speeches  of  Mr.  Adams,  and  say  that, 
before  any  treaty  can  be  entered  upon  with  us^ 
some  proof  of.  our  friendly  disposition  must  be 
shown  towards  them,  and  that  proof,  he  more  than 
insinuates,  must  be  a  loan,  or  a  tribute  to  the  ex- 
tent of  our  capacitv  to  pay  ?  If  the  despatches  do 
not  mean  tbb,  he  did  not  know  what  they  mem ; 
and  when  Mr.  Talleyrand  was  asked  whether  this 
was  the  ultimatum  of  the  French  Gofeniment, 
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tbouffh  he  does  not  answer  in  direct  fermn,  it  is 
clearly  implied  that  it  is  so. 

What,  then,  said  Mr.  D.,  are  our  hopes  relative 
to  France?  Does  anybody  expect  anything  from 
the  terrible  generosiiv  of  the  Great  Nation  1  Can 
we  expect  anything  from  their  justice,  or,  rather, 
have  we  not  everything  to  expect  from  their  ven- 
geance, if  not  prepared  to  meet  it  ?  Why  do  gen- 
tlemen tell  the  House  of  the  danger  of  irritating 
France?  He  thought  delicacy  of  this  kind  un- 
necessary, when  speaking  of  a  nation  which  has 
set  at  defiance  every  moral  principle,  which  has 
taken  and  is  determined  to  take  our  vessels,  con- 
trary to  every  principle  of  right.  For  himself,  he 
felt  no  such  delicacy ;  and,  therefore,  he  was  in 
favor  of  referring  the  resolutions  under  considera- 
tion. He  did  not  think  them  so  notoriously  wrong 
that  they  are  not  fit  subjects  for  deliberation. 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsvlvania  had  said, 
indeed,  that  as  this  subject  had  been  referred  to 
the  Committee  for  the  Protection  of  Commerce, 
and  the  Defence  of  the  Country,  generally,  it  was 
improper  to  make  this  reference.  For  this  reason, 
he  thought  the  reference  proper.  The  resolutions 
introduced  some  days  ago  by  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Sitgrbaves)  of  a  like  nature, 
were  referred  to  that  committee.  If  this  reference 
was  improper,  therefore,  the  proceedings  of  the 
House  had  heretofore  been  wrong.  The  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania  has  also  thought  proper 
to  make  some  remarks  on  the  conduct  of  that 
eommittee,  and  has  given  them  his  advice.  He 
wishes  them  to  produce  a  general  sjrstem.  which 
should  contain  all  the  measures  relative  to  the  de- 
fence of  the  country  which  will  be  necessary  dur- 
ing the  whole  of  the  session  ;  and  he  doubted  not 
if  such  a  system  was  produced,  that  gentleman 
would  be  the  first  to  find  fault  with  and  argue 
•gainst  it  Indeed,  it  would  be  impossible  to  pro- 
duce such  a  system,  whilst  every  day  produces 
changes  in  our  situation. 

Mr.  J.  Williams  wished  to  say  a  few  words  in 
reply  Co  the  remark  which  had  been  made,  that 
members  who  voted  for  the  reference  of  resolu- 
tions, generally  vote  for  the  resolution  itself.  He 
believed  he  could  produce  twenty  instances  to  the 
contrary,  where  references  had  been  made,  and 
the  measures  themselves  afterwards  have  been  dis- 
ajg^ed  to.  He  should  give  his  vote  in  favor  of 
the  committal,  because  he  wished  to  see  the  prin- 
ciples of  these  resolutions  detailed ;  but  he  by  no 
means  pledged  himself  to  vote  for  the  passage  of 
the  bill. 

The  gentleman  from  Kentucky  had  spoken  of 
two  parties  in  this  country,  but  that  the  decision 
Qpoii  a  resolution  of  this  morning  proved  that 
there  is  now  a  third  party.  He  supposed  the  gen- 
tleman who  had  made  the  motion  alluded  to 
would  have  given  some  reasons  why  it  ought  to 
be  agreed  to ;  but  not  having  done  that,  he  voted 
against  it. 

[The  Speakbr  reminded  Mr.  W.  of  the  ques- 
tion.] 

He  then  observed  in  reply  to  the  remark  of  the 
gentleman  from  North  Carolina  (Mr.  R.  Wil- 
liams) with  respect  to  treaties,  that  it  was  clear 
5th  Con.— 60 


from  the  writers  on  the  lawsof  nations, that  when 
one  nation  breaks  a  treaty,  it  is  no  longer  obliga- 
tory on  the  other  party,  out  treaties  are  now-a- 
days,  done  away,  and  power  substituted  in  theiY 
place. 

According  to  the  opinion  which  gentlemen  had 
themselves  expressed.  Congress  had  already  agreed 
to  form  different  measures,  which  would  involve 
the  country  in  war.  If  the  present  bill  was 
passed  (and  he  doubted  not  it  would)  it  will 
be  the  fifth,  thcjjigh  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania has  said  that  this  reference  will  give 
tne  Committee  for  the  Protection  of  Commerce 
and  the  Defence  of  the  Country  no  new  power, 
and  of  course,  in  his  opinion,  it  could  make  no 
difference  whether  these  resolutions  are  referred 
or  not. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  taken,  and  the  question 
was  negatived— 42  to  41.  as  follows : 

Ybas — John  Allen,  Bailey  Bartlett,  James  A.  Bay- 
ard, David  Brooks,  Christopher  G.  Champlin,  Jamea 
Cochran,  William  Craik,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  John  Den- 
nis, William  Edmond,  Abiel  Foster,  Dwight  Foster, 
Jonathan  Freeman,  Heniy  Glen,  Chauncey  Goodrichf 
Roger  Gnswold,  William  Barry  Grove,  Robert  Goodloe 
Harper,  William  Hindman,  Hezekiah  L.  Hoemer,  Janes 
H.  Imlay,  John  Wilkes  Kittera,  Samuel  Lyman,  Wil- 
liam Matthews,  Lewis  R.  Morris,  Harrison  G.  Otii, 
Isaac  Parker,  John  Reed,  John  RuUedge,  junior,  Jamea 
Schnreman,  Samuel  Sewall,  Thomas  Sinnickson,  Sam- 
uel Sitgreaves,  Nathaniel  Smith,  George  Thatcher, 
Richard  Thomas,  Mark  Thomson,  Thomas  Tillinghast, 
John  £.  Van  Alen,  Peleg  Wadsworth,  and  John  Wil- 


Nats — George  Baer,  jun.,  Abraham  Baldwin,  David 
Bard,  Lemnel  Benton,  Thomas  Blount,  Richard  Brent, 
Stephen  Bullock,  Demsey  B  urges,  John  Chapman,  Tho- 
mas Claiborne,  William  Charles  Cole  Claiborne,  John 
Clopton,  Joshua  Coit,  Thomas  T.  Davis,  John  Daw- 
son, George  Dent,  Albert  Gallatin,  James  Gillespie, 
Andrew  Gregg,  John  A.  Hanna,  Carter  B.  Harrison, 
Jonathan  N.  Havens,  Joseph  Heister,  David  Holme% 
Walter  Jones,  Matthew  Locke,  Matthew  Lyon,  Na- 
thaniel Macon,  Blair  McClenachan,  Joseph  McDowell, 
John  Milledge,  Anthony  New,  Jodah  Parker,  William 
Smith,  Richard  Sprigg,  jr.,  Richard  Stanford,  Thomas 
Sumter,  Abram  Trigg,  Philip  Van  Cortlandt,  JoaqA 
B.  Yamum,  Abraham  Venable,  and  Robert  Williams. 

Mr.  SiTGREAVES  moved  to  postpone  the  consid- 
eration of  these  resolutions  for  two  weeks,  which 
motion  was  seconded  by  Mr.  J.  Parker. 

Mr.  S.  afterwards  withdrew  his  motion  for  a 
postponement  for  two  weeks,  and  moved  a  post- 
ponement of  one  week. 

Mr.  J.  Parker  renewed  his  motion  for  a  post- 
ponement for  two  weeks. 

Mr.  Venable  inquired  whether  it  was  in  order 
to  take  any  further  question  upon  the  resolutions, 
the  original  motion  having  been  negatived. 

The  Speaker  answered,  that  the  question  on 
reference  having  been  disagreed  to,  the  resolutions 
themselves  are  now  before  the  House. 

Mr.  Venable  said,  he  had  thought  it  was  not 
in  order  to  enter  again  upon  the  consideration  of 
these  resolutions,  after  the  question  which  had 
been  taken  upon  them.    He  knew  that,  to  suffer 
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them  to  lie  on  the  table,  could  have  no  effect  upon 
the  people  of  this  country,  but  it  might  have  effect 
on  tne  conduct  of  a  foreign  nation,  as,  when  they 
heard  such  resolutions  were  under  consideration, 
and  of  course  likely  to  be  adopted,  they  might  an- 
ticipate their  being  carried  into  law,  and  proceed 
to  seize  the  property  of  our  citizens  in  their  ports. 
If  this  motion  were  to  be  negatived,  or  withdrawn 
for  the  present,  it  might  be  brought  forward  again, 
whenever  sentlemen  shall  think  it  ought  to  be 
adopted.  He  was  as  much  opnosed  to  the  sus- 
pension, as  he  was  against  the  reference  of  these 
resolutions. 

Mr.  Sewall  said,  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
had  not  pointed  out  any  mischief  which  could 
arise  from  a  postponement  of  this  motion.  He  had 
said,  that  passing  a  native  upon  it,  will  leave  us 
in  the  same  situation  in  which  we  were  before  it 
was  brought  forward.  He  apprehended  not.  It 
would  be  saying  to  the  Frencn  nation,  ^^  notwith- 
standing all  the  injuries  you  have  heaped  upon  us, 
we  will  not  take  active  measures  against  you,''  It 
was  saying  we  will  not  go  beyond  defensive  mea- 
sures. It  was  comiujOf  to  an  ultimatum  before  we 
Jmow  to  what  extremity  France  means  to  drive  us. 
To  have  postponed  the  consideration  of  the  ques- 
tion was  a  very  different  motion  from  the  present. 
But  gentlemen  were  desirous  of  taking  a  question 
upon  the  resolutions  themselves,  without  debate. 
He  hoped,  however,  thb  would  not  be  the  case, 
but  that  the  consideration  of  them  would  be 
postponed. 

Mr.  Macon  hoped  the  consideration  of  these 
resolutions  would  not  be  postponed.  It  was  a  lit- 
tle curious  that  a  gentleman  who  was  a  few  min- 
utes ago  against  a  postponement  for  a  week,  was 
now  become  an  advocate  for  a  postponement  for  a 
fortnight. 

The  Spcakea  said,  the  two  questions  were  dif- 
ierrat. 

Mr.  RuTLEnoE  rose  to  make  this  observation : 
That  members  opposed  to  the  former  motion  for 
postpcmement,  when  a  mere  Question  of  reference 
was  under  consideration,  migpt  with  proprietv  be 
in  favor  of  it  when  the  question  comes  to  be  final 
Bpon  the  resolution. 

Mr.  R.  wished  gentlemen  to  use  their  victory 
with  moderation.  He  believed  the  country  was 
big  with  expectation  that  spirited  measures  would 
be  entered  into.  He  did  not  believe  they  approved 
of  the  half-measures  which  Congress  took.  In- 
deed, the  countries  which  France  had  overcome, 
had  Deen  overcome  chiefly  from  their  taking  half- 
measures  while  France  had  taken  whole  measures. 
He  hoped  the  postponement  would  be  agreed  to ; 
as  if  the  next  advices  from  our  Envoys  are  not 
more  favorable  than  the  last  were,  he  supposed 
there  could  be  no  hesitation  in  agreeing  to  have 
these  resolutions  carried  into  effect,  and  to  reject 
them  would  have  a  mischievous  effect. 

Mr.  Lton  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
question,  but  as  one-fifth  or  the  members  present 
aid  not  rise  in  favor  of  it,  the  question  was  not 
carried. 

Mr.  Davis  wished  the  mover  to  withdraw  his 
resolution. 


The  question  on  postponement  was  put  and  car- 
ried—44  to  40. 

Immediately  after  which,  Mr.  Blodnt  moved 
the  following: 

<*  Whereas  the  King  and  Government  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, regardless  of  those  principles  of  good  faith  which 
ought  to  insure  a  due  observance  of  treaties,  have  in 
various  instances  violated  the  express  stipulationa  of 
the  treaties  heretofore  made  and  subsuiting  between  the 
United  States  and  the  British  nation,  in  a  manner  high- 
ly injurious  to  the  interest  and  honw  of  the  United 
States;  by  reason  whereof,  the  United  States  are  re- 
leased from  all  oUigation  on  their  part  to  respect  the 
said  treaties,  or  consider  themselves  as  holden  or  bound 
therein  : 

''Reached,  That  it  is  expedient  to  make  a  Legida- 
tive  declaration,  notifying  the  dtizens  of  the  United 
States,  and  all  others  concerned,  that  the  said  treatias 
are  no  longer  obligatory  upon  the  United  States." 

Mr.  Harper  called  for  the  question  upon  it. 

The  Speaker  was  about  to  put  it,  when 

Mr.  Gallatin  asked  if  this  resolution  would 
not  require  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate  ?  If  so, 
he  supposed  it  must  of  course  lie,  at  least  one  day, 
upon  the  table. 

The  Speaker  answered  in  the  negative. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  called  for,  and  agreed 
to  be  taken. 

Mr.  Blount  said,  he  proposed  that  this  motioa 
should  lie  upon  the  table,  and  it  was  not  his  inten- 
tion to  have  called  it  up  until  the  resolution  which 
had  just  been  postponed  with  respect  to  France, 
was  decided  upon.  He  bad  been  opposed  to 
that  resolution;  and  to  take  the  question  upoE 
this  resolution  would  place  him  in  an  awkward 
situation,  as  he  did  not  wish  it  to  be  adopted,  ex- 
cept the  motion  with  respect  to  France  was  adopt- 
ed. But  if  it  be  right  to  come  to  a  resolution  of 
this  kind  with  respect  to  France,  it  would  be  equal- 
ly so  with  regard  to  Great  Britain ;  for  if  her  vio- 
lations of  the  treaty  subsisting  between  the  two 
countries  have  not  been  so  great  as  those  of  France. 
they  have  been  great  enough  to  justify  this  reso- 
lution. 

Mr.  B.  said,  he  did  not  expect  gentlemen  would 
have  shown  so  much  indecency  of  conduct  to- 
wards his  motion  as  they  bad  done ;  since  it  must 
have  been  evident  to  them  that  he  did  not  intead 
to  have  it  decided  at  present. 

Mr.  Venable  was  sorry  this  resolution  had  been 
laid  on  the  table.  We  are,  said  he,  in  difficuldes 
sufficient  already  without  unnecessarily  increasing 
them.  Even  ir  the  other  resolution  should  be 
adopted,  he  should  be  unwilling  to  have  this 
brought  forward.  He  hoped,  as  from  what  the 
mover  had  said,  he  did  not  wish  it  now  tb  be 
decided  upon,  that  he  would  withdraw  his  motion. 

Mr.  Blount  withdrew  his  motion,  saying  he 
would  introduce  it  at  a  future  day. 

INTERCOURSE  WITH  FRANCE. 
The  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  for 
suspending  the  intercourse  between  the  United 
States  and  France,  and  to  the  bill  providing  for 
the  more  effectual  collection  of  certain  internal 
revenues,  were  read,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 
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DIRECT  TAXES. 

Mr.  Harper  called  for  the  order  of  the  day  on 
the  bill  to  provide  for  the  valuation  of  lands  and 
dwelling  houses,  and  the  enumeration  of  slaves, 
within  the  United  Stales ;  which  bein^  read, 

Mr.  Gallatin  said,  the  original  bill  provided 
that  every  dwelling  house  with  its  appurtenances, 
d^.,  above  the  value  of  $200,  should  be  separately 
^numerated ;  but  in  the  present  bill  the  provision 
is  extended  to  all  houses  above  the  value  of  $100. 
He  would  move,  therefore,  to  strike  out  the  $100 
for  the  purpose  of  inserting  200  dollars,  as  before, 
in  order  that  houses  under  tliat  valuation  might 
be  valued  along  with  the  land  to  which  theybe- 
longed,  which  would  save  a  great  deal  of  trou- 
ble to  the  assessors,  and  be  more  agreeable  to  the 
p^ple. 

Mp.  Harper  believed  the  amendment  contained 
a  principle  by  no  means  advantageous.  If  it  be 
desirable  to  have  a  distinct  and  accurate  knowl- 
edge of  the  different  species  of  taxable  property 
throughout  the  United  States,  it  will  not  be  er- 
fected  if  this  amendment  be  adopted.  Even  if 
all  houses  of  the  value  of  $100  are  enumerated, 
Government  would  be  deprived  of  a  considerable 
share  of  information  which  it  might  possess,  if 
the  provision  was  not  so  confined.  It  would  be 
desirable  to  know  what  number  of  houses  there 
are  in  the  United  States  under  the  value  of  $100 ; 
but  these,  according  to  this  bill,  will  not  be  enu- 
merated, but  valued  along  with  the  land  ;  but  if, 
instead  of  being  limited  to  houses  above  the  value 
of  $100,  it  should  be  extended  to  ^00,  it  would 
exclude  from  enumeration  a  great  proportion  of 
the  houses  in  the  country,  and  Government  would 
be  left  in  the  dark  as  to  this  species  of  property 
of  the  United  States,  which  might  be  necessary 
for  the  laying  of  future  taxes. 

Mr.  Venae LE  said,  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  admits,  that  the  nyi-enumeration  of 
those  small  houses  would  take  nothing  from  the 
value,  or  the  amount  of  the  tax,  yet  he  insists 
upon  the  great  advantage  which  will  be  derived 
to  Government  by  such  an  enumeration,  though 
he  does  not  say  what  that  advantage  will  be.  If 
jBvery  house-keeper  was  returned,  he  should  sup- 
pose every  purpose  of  the  gentleman  would  be  an- 
swered, and  the  enumeration  which  he  wishes 
would  doubtless  occasion  much  trouble,  and  he 
coul4  not  see  that  it  would  be  of  any  use.  He 
thought  it  would  not  be  worth  while  to  report  a 
house  not  worth  less  than  $200.  but  let  them  go 
along  with  other  property.  He  noped,  therefore, 
the  motion  would  prevail. 

Mr.  Gallatin  remarked,  that  the  ffentleman 
from  South  Carolina  did  not  object  to  this  amend- 
ment, because  it  would  excuse  any  number  of 
houses  from  taxation  but  merely  from  description ; 
that  is  to  say,  we  shall  not  be  in  possession  of  the 
number  of  houses  in  the  United  States  of  from 
$100  to  $200  value ;  for  these  houses  of  small  value 
will  nevertheless  be  valued  along  with  the  land 
imd  other  improvements. 

Wliat  is  the  object.  Mr.  G.  asked,  of  obtaining 
this  return  of  small  houses?  It  is  not  to  lay  a 
tax  upon  them  at  present,  but  that  hereafter  Con- 


fess may  with  facility  lay  a  tax  upon  them,  to  a 
larger  amount  than  is  laid  upon  the  lands ;  and  it 
was  because  it  was  to  be  made  use  of  as  a  ground 
of  future  taxation,  that  he  wished  them  to  be  ex- 
cused from  enumeration,  and  separate  value.  He 
whs  of  opinion  that  houses  of  the  value  of  $200 
and  under,  ought  not  to  be  taxed  at  any  higher 
rate  than  lands.  He  did  not  think  they  were  a 
criterion  of  that  property  which  ought  to  be  taxed. 
The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  his  plan,  pro- 
posed to  excuse  from  enumeration  houses  of  Xha 
value  of  200  dollars,  and  under ;  and  they  cer- 
tainly ought  to  be  excused,  as  they  are  generally 
possessed  by  a  description  of  farmers  and  labor- 
ers, who  are  not  in  circumstances  to  pay  such  a 
tax.  And,  as  it  is  acknowledged  that  the  want  of 
enumeration  will  not  excuse  those  houses  from  a 
tax  in  proportion  to  their  value,  it  is  of  some  con- 
sequence to  levy  the  tax  in  a  manner  which  shall 
be  the  least  disagreeable  to  the  peoj^e;  their  pre- 
judices ought  to  be  consulted,  particularly  the 
prejudices  of  those  who  live  in  a  part  of  the  coun- 
try where  they  can  ffet  the  least  information. 
Such  people,  when  they  saw  their  houses  and 
lands  valued  separately,  contrary  to  the  custom  of 
the  Slate,  would  apprehend  a  double  tax.  was 
about  to  be  laid  upon  them,  and  such  an  idea 
mu^ht  excite  finreat  discontent. 

Mr.  Otis  thought  this  motion  premature,  as  it 
had  a  tendency  to  involve  a  principle  which  was 
intended  to  be  kept  out  of  sight  in  this  bill.  It  is 
the  object  of  this  bill  merely  to  provide  for  a  val- 
uation of  property.  It  has  nothing  to  do  wiUi 
the  tax  to  be  laid.  After  the  valuation  had  been 
directed,  it  will  become  a  question  in  another  bill, 
whether  or  not  any  part  shall  be  excused  from 
taxation.  He  was  not  himself  prepared  to  say 
that  all  houses  under  the  value  of  ^00  ought  to 
be  excused  from  taxation.  He  could  not  say  that 
men  living  in  houses  of  this  description  will  not 
be  able  to  pay  a  tax  of  haif  a  dollar  a  year.  If 
this  description  of  houses  were  wholly  to  be  ex- 
empted from  tax,  it  might  influence  men  when 
they  went  upon  a  tract  of  land,  to  build  houses  of 
this  description,  in  order  to  avoid  tax,  instead  of 
building  ffood  houses  in  the  first  instance.  He 
wished  to  nave  this  information  distinct;  it  might 
not  be  useful  only  for  future  taxation,  but  alsoTor 
ascertaining  the  number  of  militia,  and  for  other 
purposes,  especially  as  it  might  be  obtained  with- 
out any  additional  expense.  He  supposed  the  de- 
scription of  houses  proposed  to  be  excused,  would 
amount  to  $150,000,  which  at  half  a  dollar  each, 
would  amount  to  $75,000,  which  he  thought  was 
too  serious  an  object  to  be  abandoned.  As  to  the 
alarm  which  gentlemen  predicted  that  this  sep- 
arate valuation  would  produce,  he  could  not  con- 
ceive any  such  thing.  He  believed  the  difficul- 
ties which  this  bill  met  with  in  its  passage,  would 
create  more  alarm  than  anything  else. 

Mr.  Harper  said,  the  language  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania,  on  former  occasions, 
contrasted  with  what  he  said  on  the  present, 
would,  to  use  a  favorite  European  expression,  ex- 
hibit a  strange  spectade.  How  often  has  that 
gentleman  said,  that  it  was  necessary  to  place 
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confidence  io  future  Congresses ;  to  believe  that 
they  would  do  what  was  right  and  proper  to  be 
done.  But  now  he  is  opposed  to  the  information 
being  obtained,  lest  a  future  Congress  should 
abuse  it,  lest  they  should  lay  top  heavy  a  tax  upon 
this  description  of  the  people.  He,  on  the  con- 
trary, supposed  future  Congresses  would  do  their 
duty,  and  he  wished  to  do  his  by  obtaining  the 
necessary  information.  He  wished  to  give  them 
data  upon  which  Xo  act,  if  they  think  proper. 
Having  this,  they  can  have  the  houses  and  land 
valued  toffetner,  or  separately,  as  they  shall  judge 
best,  but  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  is  op- 
posed to  this.  It  was  his  wish,  indeed,  not  to 
have  separated  houses  from  land  at  all.    That 

fentleman  was  fearful  of  the  people  being  alarmed 
y  a  separate  value  being  put  upon  houses,  lest 
a  double  tax  was  about  to  be  imposed ;  but  he 
could  not  conceive  them  to  be  such  blockheads ; 
he  believed  they  would  see  the  reasonableness  of 
the  thing,  and  when  they  were  told  the  most  val- 
uable houses  were  taxed  accord ins^  to  their  value, 
they  must  allow  that  the  principle  is  a  just  one. 
He  could  not  see,  therefore,  any  use  in  adopting 
the  amendment,  except  it  was  tnought  proper  to 
hoodwink  future  Congresses,  to  prevent  them 
from  doing  what  would  be  improper. 

Mr.  W.  Claiborne  was  in  favor  of  the  motion. 
It  appeared  to  him  to  be  founded  on  justice  and 
sound  policy.  He  believed  the  people  m  the  coun- 
try would  not  be  such  blockheads  (to  use  the 
phraseology  of  the  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 
lina) as  not  to  know  that  when  a  separate  value 
was  put  upon  their  houses,  that  they  put  it  in  the 
power  of  a  future  Congress  to  tax  their  houses 
separately;  and  he  was  of  opinion  that  such  a 
persuasion  would  excite  alarm  and  general,  disap- 
probation. He  believed  it  would  be  extremely 
wrong  to  lay  a  direct  tax  on  houses  of  the  value 
of  $200  and  under,  as  they  are  generally  the 
abodes  of  poverty ;  and  he  could  not  fancy  to 
himself  a  more  degrading  sight  than  to  see  our 
collectors  sent  to  the  door  of  the  humble  cot- 
tager to  ask  half  a  dollar  for  the  privilege  of  his 
shelter  from  the  inclemency  of  the  seasons. 

Mr.  C.  had  another  objection  to  the  enumera- 
tion of  houses  of  this  description.  He  believed 
it  would  be  a  tax  upon  the  cultivation  of  the  soil, 
and  would  excuse  the  wealthy  landholder  from 
paying  his  portion  of  it. 

The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  observed 
that  a  wealthy  man  might  build  himself  a  humble 
cottage,  in  order  to  excuse  himself  from  paying 
the  tax.  He  did  not  believe  this  would  ever  be 
the  case.  He  believed  the  wealthy  man  would 
always  consult,  his  ease  and  comfort,  and  never 
live  in  a  house  worth  less  than  $200,  for  the  sake 
of  saving  the  tax.  Let  gentlemen  travel  into  new 
settled  countries,  and  they  will  find,  that  as  .soon 
as  they  can  get  them,  men  who  have  properly, 
will  have  comfortable  houses,  and  that  these  per- 
sons (generally  speaking)  who  occupy  houses  of 
the  value  of  |feOO  and  under,  are  not  objects  of 
taxation. 

Mr.  C.  concluded  by  observing,  that  Congres 
ought  to  endeavor  to  make  this  tax  as  palatable 


as  possible  to  the  people ;  and  if  there  be  any 
part  of  it  more  than  another  calculated  to  excite 
di?satisfaction,it  ought  tobe  struck  out.  The  amend- 
ment under  consideration,  in  his  opinion,  went  to 
remove  what  would  be  a  source  ofdissatisfaction, 
and  therefore  it  had  his  cordial  support. 

Mr.  J.  Williams  was  opposed  to  the  motion; 
for  though  he  did  not  like  the  provision  in  this 
bill  so  well  as  that  in  the  original  bill,  he  thought 
it  would  be  much  •better  as  it  is,  than  as  it  is  pro- 
posed to  be  amended.  The  arguments  used  in 
support  of  this  motion,  he  thought  would  be  more 
fully  used  in  a  future  Congress.  He  did  not  think 
they  were  at  all  applicable  to  the  present  ques- 
tion, as  the  present  bill  went  onl^  to  a  valuation 
of  property  preparatory  to  the  laying  of  a  tax. 

But  it  is  said,  if  houses  and  land  are  thus  di> 
vided,  the  tax  will  fall  heavily  upon  the  poorer 
classes  of  society.  This,  he  said,  was  certainly  a 
mistaken  notion.  And  the  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee says,  it  would  be  a  degrading  sight  to  see'a 
tax  gatherer  call  upon  a  cottac^er  for  half  a  dol- 
lar for  his  house ;  but  if  land  and  houses  were 
valued  together,  the  tax  gatherer  would  still  have 
to  call  upon  the  cottager  for  his  tax ;  and  that 
gentleman  must  know  that  a  great  part  of.  the 
people  who  settle  upon  back  lands  live  in  houses 
of  a  less  value  than  of  one  hundred  dollars.  And 
where  this  is  the  case,  he  will  be  excused  from 
any  tax.  If,  by  separating  houses  from  land,  a 
heavier  tax  can  be  put  upon  large  and  elegant 
houses  than  would  otherwise  be  put  upon  thenu 
it  ought  to  be  done.  As  to  small  houses,  it  woula 
make  but  little  difference  whether  they  were 
valued  with  the  land,  or  separate. 

The  (juestion  on  striking  out  was  negatived, 
there  being  only  21  votes  in  favor  of  it. 

The  committee  rose,  and  had  leave  to  sit  again. 

ALI^  £N£MIE8,  6m. 
Mr.  Sewall,  from  the  Committee  for  the  Pro- 
tection of  Commerce  and  the  Defence  of  the 
Country,  reported  the  bill  respecting  alien  ene- 
mies, newly  modified,  which  was  some  days  ago 
recommitted  to  that  committee  for  that  purpose. 
Also,  a  bill  authorizing  merchant  vessels  to  defend 
themselves  against  French  depredations.  This 
bill  authorizes  the  commanders  and  crews  of  mer- 
chant vessels  to  oppose  the  attack  or  search  of 
any  French  armed  vessel,  and  to  repel  any  «uch 
search  or  attack  by  force,  and  to  capture  the  ves- 
sels making  such  attack.  All  such  captures  to  so 
one-half  to  the  owner  of  the  vessel  making  the 
capture,  and  the  other  half  to  the  captors.  No 
armed  merchant  vessel  to  be  suffered  to  clear  ouL 
but  such  as  is  owned  by  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States,  who,  together  with  the  commander^  shall 
enter  into  bond,  that  she  shall  not  commit  any 
outrage  against  the  vessels  of  any  nation  at  amitr 
with  the  United  States,,  and  that  said  vessel  shall 
not,  during  her  voyage,  carry  any  articles  contra- 
band of  war. 
.  A  bill  was  received  from  the  Senate  entitled 
"  An  act  concerning  aliens."  This  bill  goes  to  au- 
thorize the  President  of  the  United  States  to  order 
all  such  aliens  as  he  shall  deen^  dangerous  to  the 
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United  States,  to  depart  out  of  its  territory ;  and 
if,  after  such  order,  any  such  alien  shall  be  found 
at  large,  he  shall  be  imprisoned  for  three  years, 
and  forever  after  deprived  of  the  privilege  of  be- 
coming a  citizen  of  the  United  States.  And  if 
any  alien  shall  return  to  this  country,  after  he 
shall  have  been  sent  out  of  it,  he  shall  be  impri- 
soned and  kept  to  hard  labor  for  life.  And  all 
commanders  of  vessels  who  shall  arrive  in  any  of 
the  ports  of  the  United  States  after  the  1st  daV  of 
July  next,  shall  make  a  report  in  writing  of  all 
aliens  who  shall  come  passengers  on  board  their 
vessels,  givinfi[  an  account  of  their  age.  profession, 
description  of  their  person,  ^.,  on  pain  of  for- 
feiting three  hundred  dollars. 

These  bills  were  severally  made  the  order  of 
the  day  for  Alonday. 


Saturday,  June  9. 

Mr.  J.  Parker  moved  that,  the  bills,  with  the 
amendments  of  the  Senate  to  them,  for  altering 
the  time  of  entering  stills,  and  for  the  more  effec- 
tual collection  of  the  internal  revenues,  be  referred 
to  a  select  committee.    Agreed  to. 

The  House  spent  the  remainder  of  the  day 
principally  in  going  through  a  very  long  bill  to 

Erovide  for  the  valuation  of  lands  and  dwelling 
ouses,  and  the  enumeration  of  slaves  within  the 
United  States,  previously  to  the  laying  a  direct 
tax  on  them.  The  bill  was  gone  through  in  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  without  any  debate  of 
consequence,  except  as  to  what  related  to  filling 
the  blanks  intended  to  contain  the  amount  to  be 
appropriated  for  carrying  the  law  into  execution, 
the  salary  of  the  Commissioners,  Assessors,  dbci 
The  committee  had  leave  to  sit  again.  No  other 
tasiness  of  importance  was  done  this  day. 


Monday,  June  11. 

Mr.  Harper,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  reported  a  bill  providing  for  the  enumera- 
tion of  the  inhabitants  of  the  United  States ;  which 
was  committed  for  Wednesday. 

INTERCOURSE  WITH  PRANCE. 

The  order  of  the  day  was  called  for  on  the  bill 
providing  for  the  valuation  of  lands  and  bouses, 
and  the  enumeration  of  slaves. 

Mr.  Sewall  hoped  before  the  order  of  the  day 
was  gone  into,  the  amendment  of  the  Senate  to 
the  bill  for  suspending  the  commercial  intercourse 
between  the  United  States  and  France,  would  be 
taken  up. 

The  question  for  suspending  the  unfinished  bu- 
siness, being  postponed  for  this  purpose.  37  to  32, 
the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  abbve 
named  were  taken  up  The  principal  of  which 
was,  a  provision  that  the  President  should  have 
the  power  of  excluding  vessels  from  the  oj^eration 
of  tnis  act.  in  all  cases  where  he  shall  judge  it 
proper.  Tnis  amendment  being  objected  to,  it 
was  modified  by  striking  out  "  m  all  cases,"  and 
inserting,  ^^any  vessel  which  shall  be  necessary 
for  aiding  the  departure  of  French  persons  resi- 


dent here,  wishing  to  depart  with  their  goods  and 
effects  from  the  United  States."  Th^  Senate  af- 
terwards informed  the  House  that  they  concurred 
in  the  amendment. 

DIRECT  TAXES. 

The  House  then  ag^in  resolved  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  providing 
for  the  valuation  of  houses  and  lands,  and  for  the 
enumeration  of  slaves. 

The  blank  appropriating  a  sum  of  money  for 
carry inff  this  law  into  effect,  was  filled  with  one 
htmdred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars. 

Mr.  Yen  ABLE  moved  to  exclude  female  slaves 
from  the  tax.  •  The  motion  was  negatived — 35 
to  29. 

The  committee  rose,  and  the  House  having 
taken  up  the  report, 

Mr.  T.  Claiborne  moved  to  change  the  age  at 
which  negroes  are  to  be  enumerated  from  12  to 
60  to  from  16  to  50.  The  motion  was  negatived — 
38  to  36. 

Mr.  TiLLiNOHAST  rcucwed  a  motion  which  had 
been  negatived  in  the  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
to  extend  the  tax  from  houses  and  land  to  other 

firoperty,  by  inserting  in  the  8th  section  the  fbl- 
owing  words :  '^  And  such  other  property  as  by 
the  law  and  usage  is  taxable,  by  the  respective 
States  within  their  r^pective  districts,  in  the  as- 
sessment of  direct  taxes."  Mr.  T.  called  the  yeas 
and  nays  upon  this  question.  He  thought  it  uu- 
reasonable  that  a  man  possessing  a  piece  of  land 
of  the  value  of  two  hundred  doflars,  should  pay  a 
tax,  whilst  his  neighbour,  possessed  of  immediate 
property  of  a  different  kind,  should  be  excused 
trom  tax. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  taken,  and  the  question 
negatived— 59  to  22,  as  follows :  W- 

TxAs — ^Abraham  Baldwin,  Lemuel  BeDton,  StephflB 
Bullock,  Christopher  G.  Champlin,  ThooMs  Cbdbome^ 
William  Charies  Cole  Claiborne,  Thomas  T.  Davti» 
John  Dawwm,  John  Fowler,  Jona^ian  Freeman,  Joii»- 
than  N.  HavenSi  Samuel  Lyman,  Matthew  Lyon,  Na- 
thaniel Macon,  William  Shepaid,  Richard  fiStaoifoidy 
Thomas  Sumter,  Thomas  Tillinghast,  Abram  Trigg^ 
John  Trigg,  Philip  Van  Cortlandt,  and  Joseph  B.  Vav* 
num. 

Nats — John  AUen,  George  Baer,  jr.,  David  Bard^ 
Bailey  Bartlett,  James  A.  Bayard,  Thomas  Blount, 
David  Brooks,  Demsey  Burges,  John  Chapman,  John 
Olopton,  James  Cochran,  Joehaa  Colt,  William  Craik, 
Samuel  W.  Dana,  John  Dennis,  George  Dent,  William 
Edmond,  Thomas  Evans,  Abiel  Foster,  Dwight  Foster, 
Albert  Gallatin,  Henry  Glen,  Chauncey  Goodrich,  An- 
drew Gregg,  John  A.  Hanna,  Robert  Goodloe  Harper, 
Carter  B.  Harrison,  Joseph  Heister,  William  Hind- 
man,  David  Holmes,  Hezekiah  L.  Hosmer,  James  H. 
Imlay,  Walter  Jones,  John  WUke%  Kittera,  William 
Matthews,  Blair  McClenachan,  John  Milledge,  Lewie 
R.  Morris,  Anthony  New,  Harrison  G.  Otis,  Isaac  Par- 
ker, Josiah  Parker,  John  Reed,  John  Rutledge,  jr., 
James  Schureman,  Samuel  Sewall,  Samuel  Sitgreave% 
Nathaniel  Smidi,  Samuel  Smith,  WiUiam  Smith,  Ridi- 
ard  Sprigg,  jr.,  Cleorge  Thatcher,  Richard  Thomas^ 
Mark  Thomson,  John  E.  Van  AJen,  Abraham  YenabK 
Peleg  Wadswordi,  John  Williams,  and  Robert  Wil- 
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The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading  on  Wednesday. 


Tuesday,  June  12. 

Mr.  Harper  presented  the  following  resolutions 
to  the  House,  which  were  referred  to  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  whole  House : 

'*  Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  -^—  dollars  ought  to 
be  appropriated  for  the  8upp<nrt,  during  the  year  1798, 
of  the  reg^ent  of  artillery  and  engineers,  to  be  raised 
pursuant  to  the  act  entitled  an  act  for  raising  an  addi- 
tional regiment  of  artillery  and  engineers.  ^ 

**  Resolved,  That  provision  ought  to  be  made  by  Uw, 
for  enabling  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  bor^ 
row  such  sums  of  money  as  may  be  necessary  for  the 
public  service,  during  the  year  1798,  in  addition  to  the 
present  reyenue  of  the  United  States." 

DEFENCE  OF  MERCHANT  VESSELS. 

Mr.  Sitgreaves  called  for  the  order  of  the  day 
on  the  bill  to  authorize  the  defence  of  merchant 
vessels  of  the  United  States  against  French  dep- 
redations. 

The  House  accordingly  resolved  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  that  bill,  Mr.  Dent 
IB  the  Chair ;  when  the  third  section,  in  the  fol- 
lowing words,  being  under  consideration : 

SscTioir  8.  That,  after  notice  of  this  act  at  the  seve- 
ral custom-houses,  no  armed  merchant  vessel  of  the 
United  States  shall  receive  a  clearance  or  pennit,  or 
shall  be  suffered  to  depart  therefrom,  unless  the  same 
shall  be  owned  wholly  by  a  citizen  or  citizens  thereof, 
Bor  unless  such  owner  or  owners,  and  the  master  or 
commander  of  such  vessel,  for  the  intended  voyage, 
with  one  or  mere  sufficient  surety  or  sureties,  shall  give 

bond,  to  the  use  of  the  United  States,  in  a  sum  of , 

wilfajpondition  that  such  vessel  shall  not  make  or  com- 
mit any  depredation,  outrage,  unlawftd  assault,  or 
wiprovoked  violence,  upon  the  high  seas,  against  the 
ynmel  of  any  nation  in  amity  with  the  United  States ; 
and  that  during  her  intended  voyage,  and  until  her  re- 
tvn  within  the  United  States,  while  armed  as  afore- 
said, there  shall  not  be  carried  in  such  vessel,  to  any 
belligerent  nation,  any  goods  or  merchandise  contra- 
band of  war,  or  any  provisions  or  other  artictee,  to  any 
place  actually  besieged  or  invested,  or  any  property  of 
a  belligerent  nation,  or  of  the  citizens  or  subjects  there- 
of; and  that  the  guns,  arms,  and  ammunition  of  such  ves- 
sel shall  be  returned  within  the  United  States,  or  other- 
wise aooounted  for,  and  shall  not  be  sold  or  disposed  of 
in  any  foreign  port  or  place ;  and  that  sucb  owner  or 
owners,  and  tiie  commander  and  crew  of  such  mer- 
diant  vessel,  shaU,  in  all  things,  observe  and  perform 
such  further  instructions  in  the  premises,  as  the  Preai- 
dent  of  t^  United  States  shall  establish  and  order*  for 
the  better  government  of  the  armed  merchant  vessels  of 
the  United  States.'' 

Mr.  Sitgreaves  moved  to  strike  oat  the  follow- 
ing words  in  this  section,  '^  or  any  property  of  a 
belligerent  nation,  or  of  the  citizens  and  subjects 
thereof."  He  could  not  conceive  upon  what  prin- 
ciple these  words  had  been  introduced.  He  ap- 
prehended this  bill  to  be,  as  the  title  purported, 
^a  bill  to  authorize  the  defence  of  the  merchant 
vessels  of  the  United  States  against  French  depre- 
dations"— a  bill  for  the  protection  of  the  'lawful 
commerce  of  our  citizens ;  as,  therefore,  so  far  as 


it  respects  France,  the  vessels  of  the  United  States 
are  authorized  to  carry  the  goods  of  the  belliger- 
ent Powers,  by  the  express  stipulations  of  our 
treaty  with  that  country,  it  follows  that  such 
vessels  are  engaged  in  a  lawful  commerce ;  and 
he  could  not  understand  why  a  clause  had  been 
introduced  into  this  bill  to  prohibit  merchants  from 
arming  their  vessels  in  its  defence.  It  might  be  pro- 
per, perhaps,  to  bind  the  owner  and  master  to  ralfil 
the  other  provisions  of  the  section ;  but  when  our 
treaty  with  France  stipulates  that  free  bottoms  shall 
make  free  goods,  he  did  not  think  it  right  to  oblige 
our  merchanta  to  give  bond  which  would  deprive 
them  of  the  necessary  protection  in  this  cas& 
which  is  to  be  allowed  to  the  other  branches  of 
our  commerce.  It  would  defeat  the  very  end  and 
object  of  the  bill,  and  abandon  our  vessels  defence- 
less to  the  lawless  arrests  of  the  French  Directory. 

Mr.  Sewall  was  not  disposed  warmly  to  con- 
test the  opinion  of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania, or,  if  the  words  which  he  thought  objec- 
tionable were  struck  out,  he  should  not  be  uneasy 
about  them ;  but  it  was  the  opinion  of  the  com- 
mittee who  reported  the  bill,  that  we  ought  to 
show  to  all  nations  we  did  not  mean  to  do  anything 
contrary  to  the  laws  of  nations.  Our  treaty  with 
France  was  an  exception  to  the  general  rules  of 
the  laws  of  nations.  It  had  been  contended  by 
France  that  the  doctrine  of  the  laws  of  nations 
was  otherwise;  but  Great  Britain  had  insisted 
upon  a  contrary  stipulation,  viz :  that  an  enem^^'s 
property  may  be  seized  on  board  a  neutral  ship. 
In  arming  our  vessels,  therefore,  we  should  show 
that  we  do  not  mean  to  offend  agajnst  the  property  of 
other  nations.  It  is  true  we  owe  France  no  obedi- 
ence in  respect  to  our  neutral  ground.  We  ac- 
cordingly refuse  her  the  right  to  examine  our 
vessels.  But,  when  we  put  arms  on  board  our 
vessels,  we  ought  not  to  consider  a  treaty  as  ex- 
isting which  has  long  since  been  done  awav — a 
treaty  which,  if  France  was  to  claim  anything 
under  it,  we  should  deny  it  to  her.  And  it  was 
only  on  the  ground  of  that  treaty  that  the  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania  could  found  his  objection. 
He  thouffht  the  words  ought,  therefore,  to  remain. 

Mr.  Dana  said,  that  when  merchant  vessels 
sailed  armed,  they  mi^ht  have  occasion  to  use  their 
arms  against  the  lawless  attacks  of  different  na- 
tions, and,  therefore.  Congress  ought  to  make  such 
reflations  as  would  be  proper  with  respect  to 
all  nations ;  and,  in  order  to  effect  this,  it  was  ne- 
cessary to  restrict  our  citizens  to  a  commerce 
allowed  by  the  laws  of  nations.  Besides,  he 
thought  it  would  be  extremeiy  wrong  to  take  any 
measure  on  the  ground  of  the  treaty  with  France, 
which  had  so  long  ceased  to  be  obligatory,  ana 
which  he  hoped,  before  this  Congress  rose,  would 
be  declared  null  and  void.  And  as  the  only  argu- 
ment which  had  been  used  in  favor  of  this  motion 
had  been  founded  upon  that  treaty,  he  hoped  it 
would  not  prevail.  ,  "^ 

Mr.  Otis  wished,  for  his  own  part,  rather  to  con- 
sider what  measures  are  proper  to  be  taken  in  r&> 
lation  to  existing  circumstances,  than  puzzle  him- 
self by  referring  his  inquiries  into  abstract  rights. 
He  wished  not  to  investigate-what  might  be  a 
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proper  conduct  under  certain  circumstances,  but 
what  is  now  right  and  necessary  to  be  done.  The 
desijgn  of  this  bill  is,  to  authorize  a  defence 
against  French  depredations ;  and  he  was  opposed 
to  the  insertion  of  any  clause  in  this  bill  which  shall 
betray  a  fear  of  going  to  the  extAt  to  which  we 
are  entitled  by  treaty,  except  we  are  compelled  to 
^re  it  up.  While  it  existed  we  certainly  have  a 
right  to  carry  the  property  or  the  belligerent  Pow- 
erg  the  enemies  of  France ;  and  these  he  would 
insist  upon  carrying. 

Mr.  O.  said  he  should  have  been  much  better 
satisfied  with  a  general  decision  upon  the  subject, 
which  should  have  authorized  the  capture  of  all 
the  vessels  of  the  French  Republic  or  her  depen- 
d^cies,'  wherever  they  are  met  with.  If  the  com- 
mittee was  not,  however,  ripe  for  this,  it  must  yet 
be  deferred  for  some  time.  He  was  opposed  to 
the  adoption  of  half-way  measures,  because  he 
believed  they  would  all  be  in  vain.  The  nation 
against  whom  we  have  to  guard  is  the  French 
nation ;  and  it  ought  to  be  avowed  to  the  people 
that  half-way  measures  will  never  succeed  against 
them  }  for  the  sooner  the  former  probable  event  is 
declared,  the  better  they  will  be  able  to  meet  it. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  said,  it  he  understood  the  gentle- 
man last  up,  he  is  in  favor  of  striking  out  the 
words  moved  to  be  struck  out,  though  he  did  not 
declare  it  He  was  of  opinion  with  him  that  we 
ought  to  consider  our  present  situation.  He  be- 
lieved our  treaty  with  France  to  be  as  much 
annulled  as  if  it  had  never  existed ;  therefore  no 
regulation  ought  to  be  taken  which  should  consi- 
der that  as  in  existence.  This  section  provides 
regnlations  for  the  government  of  our  armed 
merchant  vessels  at  sea,  in  thdr  conduct  towards 
the  VMsels  of  all  nations.  It  ^goes  to  regulate  a 
natural  right,  and  this  right  ought  to  be  regulated 
upon  the  established  principles  of  the  laws  of 
nations.  Our  treaty  with  Ch-eat  Britain  says  our 
vessels  shall  not  carry  enemy's  goods,  and  to  strike 
out  tlie  clause  in  question  would  take  away  our 
-^iht  to  oppose  the  lawless  attacks  of  the  British; 


( we  have  a  natural  right  to  oppose  the 
lawless  attacks  of  any  nation.  If  our  vessels  have 
Spanish  or  Dutch  property  on  board^  the  British 
armed  vessels,  after  search,  might  insist  upon  car^ 
rying  vessels  of  this  kind  into  their  ports ;  but  our 
captains  would  say,  '^  you  shall  not,  except  you 
"have  superior  force." 

Was  this  the  situation  in  which  we  are  to  be 
placed  ?  If  so,  he  should  have  no  objection.  He 
thought  ^  France"  had  better  be  struck  out,  and 
then  the  bill  would  provide  that  it  shall  be  lawful 
for  our  vessels  to  go  out  armed,  and  to  defend 
themselves  against  all  nations  when  carrying  on  a 
lawful  trade,  but  not  otherwise. 

Mr.  SiTORfiAVEs  said,  that  every  gentleman 
who  had  spoken  in  opposition  to  this  motion,  had 
aMnmed  a  principle  which  does  not  exist,  viz: 
that  the  treaties  between  this  country  and  France 
are  void.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  wanton 
and  unprovoked  aggressions  of  France  upon  our 
neutral  commerce,  are  a  sufficient  and  justifiable 
eawse  for  us  to  declare  them  void ;  but,  until  this 
deckuradoh  is  made^  they  are  binding  upon  all  the 


departments  of  the  Gk)vernment,  as  the  law  of 
the  land.  He  thought  the  rule  of  the  law  of  na- 
tions on  this  subject  had  been  well  understood, 
that  the  aggressions  of  one  party  make  the  treaty 
voidable  at  the  choice  of' the  other  party,  but  not 
actually  void  until  that  choice  is  pronounced.  It 
is  competent  to  the  aggrieved  nation  either  to 
adhere  to  the  treaty  and  repel  the  infractions  of  it, 
or  to  declare  it  null,  and  discharge  themselves,  as 
well  of  the  obligations  as  of  the  advantages  of  it.^ 
According  to  the  forms  of  our  Gbvemment,  it  is 
only  by  the  Congress  that  the  option  can  be  made> 
and  so  far  as  that  has  not  been  done,  it  necessa- 
rily follows  that  the  treaty  is  the  rule  of  conduct 
for  the  departments  of  the  Government,  and  for 
our  citizens  ffeneraily;  that  is,  except  in  those 
cases  in  which  the  Congress  have  not  authorized 
the  contrary. 

Now  what  has  been  done  ?  A  motion  which 
had  been  laid  upon  the  table  for  declaring  these 
treaties  void,  haa  been  refused  even  a  reference  5 
and  when  such  a  motion  has  been  negatived,  shall 
it  be  said  that  our  treaties  with  France  are  void  ? 
If  they  are  void,  why  so  mi)ch  tenaciousness 
against  making  the  declaration?  Why  refuse 
to  declare  to  our  courts  of  iustice,  and  to  our^ 
country,  the  ground  upon  which  we  stand  ?  If 
Congress  had  done  that,  they  would  have  done 
away  many  of  the  difficulties  which  now  embar- 
rass them.  We  have  a  right,  Mr.  S.  said,  to  de- 
clare our  treaties  with  France  void,  either  in  whole 
or  in  part,  whenever  we  please,  or  to  declare  warj 
but  until  our  treaties  are  declared  void  they  must 
be  considered  as  the  law  of  the  land,  and  it  is  per- 
fectly reasonable  we  should  avail  ourselves  of  the 
rights  conceded  to  us  by  those  treaties  while  we 
continue  bound  by  any  of  its  obligations.  One  of 
those  rights  is,  that  our  merchants  shall  cover 
belligerent  property  under  their  neutral  flag,  and, 
being  authorized  to  carry  on  this  commerce,  it  if 
the  duty  of  Government  to  defend  them  in  it. 

It  ought  to  be  recollected  that  we  are  pursuing 
a  system  of  defensive  reprisal ;  a  system  suited  to 
our  situation,  according  to  the  laws  of  nations ; 
a  system  of  reprisal  connected  with  the  defence 
of  our  lawful  commerce.  No  authority  is  given 
to  attack  any  cruiser  of  the  French  Republic,  nor 
is  the  President  authorized  to  fit  out  privateers  to 
cruise  against  the  merchant  vessels  of^that  nation ; 
our  vessels  will  only  have  power  to  use  their  arms 
in  repelling  attacks  not  authorized  by  the  subsist^ 
ing  relation  of  things  between  the  two  countries^ 
and  to  make  renrisals  on  the  aggressors  by  capture.. 
The  Directory  nave  made  a  decree  that  the  quality 
of  a  vessel  shall  be  determined  by  the  quality  c« 
her  cargo,  and  that  any  British  property  being  on 
board  shall  be  a  ground  of  condemnation  not 
merely  of  |uch  property,  which  of  itself  would 
be  contrary  to  the  treaty,  but  also  of  the  vessel 
and  the  rest  of  the  car|[o,  which  is  in  direct  viola- 
tion of  the  law  of  nations.  The  avowed  inten- 
tion of  this  bill  is  to  repel  such  aggressions,  and 
it  must  be  agreed  to  be  a  strange  way  of  doing  it, 
to  prevent  our  merchant  vessels  thus  circum« 
staneed  from  ^rminff  in  their  defence.  Instead  €^ 
counteracting  the  effects  of  the  decree,  the  direct 
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tendency  would  be  to  expose  every  vessel,  that 
would  come  within  its  purview,  defenceless  to  its 
operations.  It  would  be  a  bill  to  sustain  and  not 
repel  aggression. 

The  gentleman  from  Maryland  seemed  to  think 
that  our  vessels  ought  to  be  authorized  to  repel 
the  attacks  of  the  vessels  of  Spain,  Holland,  and 
Great  Britain,  as  well  as  of  France.  But  if  our 
relations  with  those  countries  stand  upon  a  differ- 
ent footing,  our  provisions  with  respect  to  them 
ought  to  vary  according  to  this  difference.  If  by 
our  treaty  with  one  country  we  are  authorized  in 
the  carrying  of  enemy's  property  on  board  our 
vessels^  and  not  by  another,  the  provisions  of  the 
bill  might  be  accommodated  to  the  t#o  cases. 
But  he  understood  this  to  be  a  bill  to  authorize  a 
defence  against  French  depredations,  and  in  that 
riew  only  he  wished  to  consider  it.  If,  however, 
in  adopting  provisions  against  French  depreda- 
tions, there  should  be  any  apprehension  or  their 
operating  against  other  nations  in  amity  with  us, 
let  them  be  duly  restricted  in  that  respect,  and  in 
that  only. 

He  agreed  with  gentlemen  in  opinion  who  think 
our  treaties  with  France  ought  to  be  declared 
void,  which,  when  it  took  place,  would  require  an 
alteration  in  this  bill;  but,  until  that  took  place, 
our  merchants  have  a  right  to  every  advantage 
secured  to  them  by  treaty. 

Mr.  Sbwall  said,  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sj^Ivania  contends  tnat  the  bond  proposed  to  be 
^iven  by  this  bill  for  the  lawfulness  or  the  cargo, 
includes  in  it  what  it  is  lawful  for  our  merchants 
to  carry.  There  is  no  law  to  determine  this  mat- 
ter, it  can  only  be  determined  by  the  law  of  na- 
tions. Every  other  article  in  the  bond  might  as 
well  be  objected  to.  The  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania might  as  well  say,  why  not  carry  provi- 
sions to  a  besieged  place,  or  articles  contraband  of 
war  ?  But  the  carrying  of  these,  as  well  as  ene- 
my's property,  is  forbidden  by  the  laws  of  nations, 
and  when  we  authorize  our  merchant  vessels  to 
be  armed  on  the  high  seas,  we  ought  to  restrict 
them  from  carrying  anything  contrary  to  the  laws 
of  nations.  He  saw  nothing  of  half-way  mea- 
sures in  this.  He  wished  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  would  restrain  himself  in  his  obser- 
rations  upon  the  conduct  of  a  committee,  of  whom 
he  did  not  know  that  he  had  any  reason  to  think 
otherwise  than  well.  All  the  measures,  indeed, 
which  are  taken,  and  which  are  grounded  upon 
our  neutral  situation,  may  be  called  half-way  mea- 
sures. His  own  opinion  was  that  we  had  a  right 
to  declare  war  against  France,  which,  if  Congress 
were  to  do,  he  supposed ,  his  colleague  would  call 
that  a  wJiole-way  measure ;  but  when  it  was  seen 
from  all  sides  of  the  House,  that  gentlemen  are 
not  ready  to  go  into  this  situation  of^thingfs,  the 
committee  had  done  no  more  than  tlfeir  duty  in 
reporting  a  bill  such  as  they  have  reported,  which 
be  did  not  consider  as  favorable  to  France,  as  it 
denied  her  the  riffht  of  search ;  whereas  the  Bri- 
tish armed  vessels  would  still  have  the  right  of 
search ;  but  if  they  attempted  to  take  in  our  ves- 
sels contrary  to  riffht  the  commands  of  our  mer- 
chant vessels  would  resist  them,  without  attempt- 


ing to  make  a  capture  of  their  vessels,  which  they 
are  not  authorized  to  do. 

With  respect  to  our  treaty  with  France,  he 
thought  it  would  be  extremely  objectionable  to 
take  any  step  that  would  acknowledge  it  to  be 
still  in  force.  I^was  a  new  doctrine  to  him  that 
it  was  necessary  to  make  a  Legislative  declara- 
tion that  a  treaty  is  void  ;  it  was  sufficient  to  de- 
clare this  by  our  acts.  He  considered  that  treaty 
to  be  so  far  annihilated,  that  we  could  not  fa« 
called  upon  to  do  anything  which  was  stipulated 
in  that  treaty,  and  he  should  wish  to  avoid  any- 
thing that  would  look  like  a  recognition  of  that 
treaty.  And  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
will  not  allow  that  we  ought  to  take  any  advan- 
tage of  an  instrument,  when  we  should  resist  any 
claim  made  upon  it.  This  would  be  perfectly 
uncandid. 

Mr.  Bataro  said,  this  was  the  first  time  thai 
he  had  heard  it  asserted  that,  for  a  neutral  vessel 
to  carry  enemy's  property,  was  an  unlawful  com- 
merce. He  had  always  thought  that,  in  case  of 
war  between  nations,  any  neutral  had  a  right  to 
carry  the  property  of  a  belligerent  nation,  and 
that  it  could  not  be  considered  as  unlawful  com- 
merce. He  knew  that  the  belligerent  Powers  had 
a  right  of  search,  and  in  case  they  find  enemy's 
property  on  board  a  neutral  vessel,  they  have  a 
right  to  take  it,  and  no  more ;  but  no  gentleman 
could  say  that  a  neutral  having  enemy's  property 
on  board,  rendered  her  liable  to  capture. 

Then,  if  he  were  called  upon  to  decide  on  the 
laws  of  nations  in  this  respect,  he  should  say  that 
a  neutral  had  a  riffht  to  carry  enemy's  property ; 
but,  in  that  case,  me  search  of  a  French  privateer 
ought  not  to  be  resisted.  Consequently,  he  believed, 
that  this  bill  went  ^oo  far  in  prohibiting  the  car- 
rying of  enemy's  property  as  unlawful,  and,  also, 
in  determining  to  resist  a  search.  But  he  wished  to 
know  whether  the  bill  was  {nredicated  on  the  laws 
of  nations  ?  He  did  not  know  how,  according  to 
those  laws,  our  merchant  vessels  could  resist  the 
search  of  any  of  the  vessels  of  the  belligerent 
Powers.  To  resist  a  search,  would  alone  be  a 
sufficient  ground  of  capture.  This  provision, 
therefore,  is  in  direct  opposition  to  the  laws  of 
nations. 

The  embarrassment  on  this  occasion,  Mr.  B. 
said,  arose  from  the  novelty  of  our  situation.  We , 
are  not  in  a  state  of  hQstility,  and  no  one  could 
say  we  are  in  a  state  of  perfect  peace.  It  is  plain, 
that  a  variety  of  measures  which  have  been  taken 
during  the  present  session,  'have  not  been  built 
upon  the  laws  of  nations,  as  it  respects  neutral 
Powers.  Indeed,  this  country  cannot  be  consid- 
ered as  in  *amity  with  France.  The  act  passed 
for  cutting  off  all  intercourse  between  the  two 
countries,  could  not  be  considered  as  a  peace 
nieasure. 

Mr.  B.  said  he  would  mention  another  power 
given  to  our  merchant  vessels,  not  authorized  by 
the  laws  of  nations.  They  are  authorized  not 
only  to  resist  the  attack  of  French  privateers,  but 
to  subdue  and  capture  them ;  and,  aAer  they  are 
brought  into  port,  to  be  libelled  and  condemned, 
and  one-half  of  what  they  are  sojd  for  is  to  go  to 
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tlie  owner,  and  the  other  half  to  the  seamen.  This 
certainly  could  not  be  said  to  be  agreeably  to  the 
laws  of  nations. 

Besides,  the  authority  given  to  the  public  arm- 
ed vessels  of  the  United  States,  was  not  built  upon 
a  state  of  peace  with  France,  but  upon  a  deten- 
sive  state,  peculiar  to  our  situation  ;  because  they 
are  authorized  to  capture  French  vessels  hovering 
on  our  coastj  with  an  intention  to  commit  hostili- 
ty, and  this  intention  is  to  be  judged  of  by  them- 
selves. 

Mr.  B.  thought  the  amendment  ought  not  to  be 
objected  to,  therefore,  because  it  is  not  exactly  in 
conformity  to  the  laws  of  nations.  We  say  we 
are  not  bound  by  treaty,  because  the  French  nave 
flagrantly  violated  that  treaty.  The  same  maybe 
said  with  respect  to  the  laws  of  nations,  which 
they  have  equally  violated.  If  they  had  suffered 
us  to  have  carried  on  our  trade  according  to  the 
laws  of  nations,  we  should  have  been  satisfied ; 
but  when  they  interfere  with  their  armed  vessels 
and  will  not  suffer  us  to  carry  on  that  trade,  we 
are  no  longer  bound  by  the  laws  of  nations,  or  by 
treaties.  If  these  words  were  not  struck  out,  he 
should  doubt  very  much  the  propriety  of  passing 
the  bill  at  all. 

Mr.  Dayton  (the  Speaker)  differed  in  opinion 
with  his  friend  from  Delaware,  (Mr.  Bataro,) 
who  had  asserted  that  the  bill  was  founded  on  prin- 
ciples repugnant  to  the  laws  of  nations.  He,  on 
the  contrary,  believed  it  to  be  perfectly  consistent 
with  them,  for  when  one  belligerent  nation  arbi- 
trarily assumes  a  right  to  issue  its  decrees  for  de- 
taining, seizing,  carrying  into  port,  and  con- 
demning the  vessels  and  cargoes  ot  neutrals,  con- 
trary to  the  known  and  established  laws  of  na- 
tions, it  forfeits  all  the  right  to  search,  which  those 
laws  might  otherwise  have  entitled  it  to.  The 
French  Republic,  in  addition  to  the  numerous 
aets  of  plunder  and  hostility  committed  against 
those  Powers  who  had  determined  to  take  no  part 
in  the  war,  had  issued  decrees  which  subjected 
an  American  vessel  to  capture  and  condepination, 
merely  for  having  on  board  a  single  article  of  the 
manufacture  of  Great  Britain.  Having  thus  out- 
raged and  put  at  defiance  the  ffeneral  Taw  of  na- 
tions, regulating  the  conduct  of  States  and  Sove- 
reigns towards  each  other,  they  had  no  claim  to 
that  right  of  search,  which,  having  been  so  grossly 
alHised,  might  be  refused  to  them,  consistently 
with  a  state  of  peace,  un/il  they  should  return  to 
a  sense  of  justice.  • 

Equally  consistent  with  the  same  law,  viz :  that 
of  nations,  and  with  the  same  state,  viz :  that  of 

Smce,  was  the  act  alluded  to  by  the  member  from 
elaware,  prohibiting  commercial  intercourse 
with  France  and  its  dependencies.  It  had  pleased 
those  in  authority  throughout  the  whole  extent  of 
that  Republic,  and  particularly  in  their  West  In- 
dia islands,  to  seize  the  vessels  and  cargoes  of  our 
eitizens,  and  to  detain  and  confine  in  prisons  our 
seamen,  whenever  they  arrived  in  tneir  ports, 
even  wnen  carrying  them  produce,  and  that  with- 
out compensation  ^r  the  property  thus  taken.  It 
behooved  the  Legislature  and  €}ovemment  of  this 
eoantry,  under  these  circumstances,  and  for  the 


purpose  of  protecting  the  persons  and  preserving 
the  property  of  its  citizens,  to  prohibit  any  inter- 
course with  a  people  whose  rapacity  was  only 
limited  by  their  power. 

Mr.  D.  said  he  was  opposed  to  the  amendment, 
limited  as  it  is.  because  it  went  to  admit  the  treaty 
as  valid  at  tnat  moment  between  the  United 
States  and  France,  although  utterly  disre^rded 
and  violated  by  the  latter.  He  considered  it  as 
broken  and  void,  and  would  never  assent  to  any 
proposition  which  admitted  the  implication  that 
this  country  was  still  bound  by  it.  If  an  act  de- 
claring its  abrogation  was  necessary,  he  was  rea- 
dy to  agree  to  one,  but,  in  the  meantime,  he  hoped 
that  they  should  not  be  prevented  by  any  belief 
of  its  beinff  still  in  force,  from  taking  every  mea- 
sure which  the  protection  of  commerce  and  the 
defence  of  the  country  required.  He  saw  and  felt 
the  embarrassment  of  the  House  upon  this,  as  well 
as  upon  other  bills,  which  had  been  lately  under 
discussion.  It  arose  from  the  indecision  of  many 
gentlemen,  whose  intentions  were,  however,  pure, 
from  a  desire  to  adopt  only  half-way  measures, 
which  were  always  awkward,  always  embarrass- 
ing, and  rarely  reconcileable  with  any  fixed  prin- 
ciple. He  lamented,  exceedingly,  that  there  was 
not  yet  a  clear  majority  wearied  with  this  un- 
profitable, ruinous,  and  degrading  forbearance, 
and  prepared  to  take  the  most  decisive  measures ; 
for,  whilst  they  were  balancing  thus  between  the 
obligation  and  dissolution  of  iormer  treaties  and 
were  kept  in  a  state  of  uncertainty  and  suspense 
between  peace  and  war,  no  effectual  preparations, 
no  active  exertions,  would  be  made  by  the  Qor- 
ernment  or  the  people.  To  strike  out  the  words 
proposed  in  the  amendment,  was  doing  too  much, 
if  the  object  was  to  provide  for  protecting  mer- 
chant vessels  against  all  the  belligerent  Powers } 
and  it  was  doing  too  little,  if  the  intention  was,  as 
the  title  imported,  to  protect  them  against  French 
depredations.  Mr.  D.  considered  it  in  the  latter 
point  of  view,  and,  therefore,  hoped  that  the  mo- 
tion would  be  varied  by  the  mover,  so  as  to  strike 
out  aho  the  following  words,  in  the  three  preced- 
ing lines,  viz :  ^*  there  shall  not  be  carried  to  any 
belligerent  nation,  any  goods  or  merchandise  con- 
traband of  war,  or  any  provisions  or  other  arti- 
cles to  any  place  actually  besieged  or  invested." 

Mr.  Gallatin  could  not  conceive  why  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  Jersey  should  be  so  much 
afraid  of  recognising  the  existence  of  our  treaty 
with  France.  If  we  had  no  such  treaty  with  any 
other  Power,  the  thing  would  be  different ;  but  he 
had  forgotten  that  we  have  treaties  with  Holland 
and  Spain  of  the  same  nature.  Therefore,  in  re- 
lation to  the  laws  of  nations,  or  to  our  treaties, 
these  words  may  be  struck  out.  In  our  treaties 
with  Spain  and  Holland,  it  is  determined  that 
free  bottoms  shall  make  free  goods,  and  if  we  wish 
to  insist  upon,  and  defend  that/dght,  we  have  an 
undoubted  right  to  do  so,  and  he  considered  the 
question  now  befbre  the  committee  as  a  mere 
matter  of  expediency. 

In  relation  to  France,  he  did  not  think  it  mat- 
tered anything  whether  our  treaty  with  that  coun- 
try be  considered  as  in  existence  oju^ot ;  because, 
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after  the  other  prorisions  of  this  hill  are  agreed  to. 
it  would  be  immaterial  whether  our  vessels  had 
Bnfflish  goods  on  board  or  oot,  for  there  could  be 
no  doubt  that  the  French  would  attack  and  cap- 
ture (if  they  are  able)  erery  American  vessel  they 
fall  in  with,  and  they  will  not  be  the  less  con- 
demned for  not  having  British  croods  on  board. 

This  section,  Mr.  G.  said,  is  of  a  general  nature ; 
it  gives  direction  for  the  regulation  of  our  armed 
merchant  vessels  towards  aD  nations ;  and  here  is 
this  difficulty  in  the  way.  With  Spain  and  Hol- 
land we  have  treaties  61  one  kind,  and  with  Great 
Britaii^  of  another.  Having  entered  into  these 
differeilt  stipulatipns,  when  we  are  about  to  adopt 
a  general  rule  with  respect  to  them,  we  are  obliged 
to  do  it  in  conformity  to  the  British  Treaty,  as 
most  general ;  because  it  is  impossible  we  can  say 
to  the  commanders  of  our  armed  merchant  vessels, 
^^  You  shall  capture  the  vessels  of  one  nation,  who 
shall  molest  yon  contrary  to  the  law  of  nations 
and  treaties,  and  not  any  other."  On  this  account 
the  words,  he  suppoiied,  had  been  introduced,  and 
on  this  account  he  should  vote  against  the  motion 
for  striking  them  out.  But  if  our  treaty  with 
Great  Britain  were  of  the  same  nature  with  our 
treaties  with  Spain  and  Holland,  he  should  have 
voted  for  it. 

As  to  any  arguments  which  have  been  drawn 
from  the  Frencn  Treaty,  he  could  not  understand 
them,  or  see  how  they  could  apply  to  the  question. 
Mr.  Harpes  said,  he  should  vote  against  this 
amendment,  because  he  thought  our  treaty  with 
France  was  out  of  the  question,  and  because  he 
thought  it  proper  to  regulate  this  business  upon 
the  ground  of  the  law  of  nations.  He  did  not  co- 
incide in  opinion  with  those  gentlemen  who  think 
it  necessary  to  make  a  Legislative  declaration  that 
oar  treaty  with  France  is  void.  He  believed  it 
would  be  right  for  them  to  proceed  with  the  pass- 
ing of  such  laws  as  they  believed  to  be  necessary, 
according  to  the  present  situation  of  the  country. 
la  doing  which,  he  should  pay  no  more  attention 
to  that  treaty  tnan  he  should  do  to  a  chapter  in 
the  Koran. 

-  But  gentlemen  appeared  to  confound  the  right 
of  search  with  the  right  of  capture.  The  right  of 
search  is  universal  A  belligerent  Power  has  a 
right  to  search  the  vessels  of  every  neutral  nation. 
But  this  right  may,  nevertheless,  be  abused.  Af- 
ter the  vessel  of  a  belligerent  Power  has  search- 
ed a  neutral  vessel,  she  may  proceed  to  capture 
it,  contrary  to  treaty  and  the  law  of  nations.  The 
mode  of  making  this  search  may  be  violated. 
France  has  violated  the  -mode,  by  making  it  con- 
trary to  the  rules  prescribed  oy  her  treaty  with 
us,  and  abused  the  right  by  capturing  vessels  after 
they  have  been  searched,  where  uiere  was  no 
ground  for  capture.  Having,  therefore,  abused 
the  right,  he  would  resist  all  search  in  future.  He 
would  sayr  to  French  armed  vesseb,  "You  have 
abused  this  right  of  search,  therefore  we  will  not 
allow  you  that  privilege.  You  have  a  right  to 
come  upon  our  coast  with  your  privateers,  and 
into  our  harbors  with  ^our  ships  of  war ;  but,  as 
yoq  have  abused  this  right,  we  will  not  allow  it 
you  any  longer." 


What,  then,  are  the  principles  upon  which  we 
mean  to  regulate  the  arming  of  our  vessels? 
Ther  are  the  principles  of  the  laws  of  nations, 
upon  which  our  Envoys  have  been  directed  to  ne- 
gotiate a  treaty.  We  have  said  we  are  desirous 
of  putting  enemy's  property  on  board  neutral  ves- 
sels in  the  same  situation  in  which  it  is  placed  in 
our  treaty  with  Great  Britain — that  is  to  say,  that 
a  belligerent  Power  shall  have  a  right  to  seize  as 
enemy's  property  on  board  a  neutral  ship;  but 
that,  as  France  nas  so  grossly  abused  the  right, 
we  refuse  to  allow  it  to  her  in  futun^ 

This,  he  conceived  to  be  a  proper  line  of  con- 
duct, according  to  the  system  which  we  hare 
adopted  for  the  defence  of  our  commerce.  We 
have  said  to  France,  "You  have  infringed  oof 
rightSj  and  we  are  determined  to  protect  them ; 
we  will  call  forth  the  resources  of  our  country, 
and  resist  your  attacks."  We  have  not  said  we 
will  make  war ;  but  we  have  said  we  will  repel 
your  violations.  This,  said  Mr.  H.,  is  the  situa* 
tion  in  which  we  are,  and  all  our  acts  are  to  be 
justified  on  this  ground. 

But  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Sitoreaves)  has  fifone  a  step 
farther.  He  not  only  wished  that  we  should  carry 
on  a  trade  authorized  by  the  laws  of  nations,  but 
also  what  we  were  authorized  to  carry  on  by  our 
treaty  with  France,  which  was  something  beyond 
the  laws  of  nations.  We  have  allowed  to  the 
British,  by  treaty,  the  right  to  seize  the  goods  of 
an  enemy  on  board  our  vesseb;  but  with  the 
French,  Spanish,  and  Dutch,  it  has  been  stipula- 
ted that  free  bottoms  make  free  goods — and  to 
adopt  thb  amendment  would  be  to  say,  we  will 
resist  the  right  allowed  to  the  two  latter  natioiit. 
He  was  therefore  of  opinion  that  it  ought  to  be 
rejected. 

If  merchants  choose  to  carry  on  a  trade  differ- 
ent from  this,  they  would  then  have  to  do  it  in 
unarmed  vessels.  When  we  shall  have  gone  a 
step  farther,  and,  instead  of  a  defensive  system, 
shall  haxe  resolved  upon  making  general  reprn 
sals,  or  war,  (for  he  looked  upon  general  reprisals 
to  be  tantamount  to  war,)  then  it  will  be  proper 
to  take  measures  accordingly;  but,  even  then,  we 
ought  not  to  adopt  our  measures  against  any  other 
nation  than  that  with  whom  we  may  be  at  war. 
Therefore,  when  we  shall  authorize  letters  of 
marque  and  general  reprisals,  it  would  be  impro- 
per'to  adopt  this  regulation,  because  it  would  «c- 
ten(^  to  other  nations  whom  we  do  not  mean  to 
place  upon  the  «ame  footing  with  France.  When 
that  period  shall  arrive,  it  will  be  proper  to  say, 
"Our  vessels  shall  carry  what  goods  theur  owners 
please,  and  whither  they  please,  and  we  will  de- 
fend tnem  to  the  best  of  our  ability."  We  have 
not  yet  said  this,  and  until  we  do,  he  did  not 
think  it  would  be  prudent  to  take  the  step  pro- 
posed by  this  amendment. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  perfectly  coincided  with  the  ideas 
of  the  gentleman  from  Delaware.  (Mr.  B^TAJtn,) 
as  to  what  is  a  fair  trade.  We  nave  a  right  to 
carry  the  property  of  either  of  the  belligerent 
Powers,  our  own  produce,  or  arms  and  ammuni*' 
tion,  to  any  place  we  please.    It  is  att  fair  trade ; 
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because  we  do  so  at  our  own  risk,  and  if  the  arti- 
cles are  contraband,  and  our  vessels  are  met  by 
those  af  any  of  the  belligerent  Powers,  those  goods 
wiU  be  taken.  But  now  we  are  about  to  author- 
ize a  defence  of  our  trade  by  force  of  arms,  and 
yet  it  is  said  we  ought  not  to  prerent  our  mer- 
chants from  carrying  on  a  trade  which  is  not 
rizht  with  respect  to  the  Powers  at  war,  and 
which  is  contrary  to  the  laws  of  nations.  He 
thought,  when  our  vessels  armed,  they  ought  only 
to  carry  on  a  trade  which  is  clearly  authorized  by 
the  laws  of  nations. 

Mr.  S.  also  agreed  with  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Harper,)  that,  where  na- 
tions abuse  the  risht  of  search,  we  can  with  pro- 
griety  withhold  from  them  the  right.  That  all 
elligerent  Powers  have  the  right  of  search  every 
man  must  allow ;  but,  when  abused,  we  certainly 
have  a  right  to  resist  that  abuse.  This  had  been 
the  case  with  each  of  the  belligerent  Powers  with 
respect  to  this  country.  We  have  a  treaty  with 
Great  Britain,  which  savs  that  a  vessel  bound  into 
a  blockaded  port  shall  oe  turned  away  from  it 
and,  if  she  attempts  afterwards  to  enter^  she  shall 
be  deemed  a  good  prize.  The  American  mer- 
chants acted  accordingly.  But  G^at  Britain  has 
since  declared  that  vessels  bound  to  any  such  port 
shall  be  a  prize  in  the  first  instance.  We  know 
that  sixty  or  seventy  of  our  vessels  have  been  car- 
ded into  Cape  Nichola  Mole,  and  condemned  by 
Cambault,  who^  the  British  Government  says, 
acts  without  their  authority. 

We  do  not,  th^efore,  know  where  to  seek  for 
redress.  Supposing,  then,  that  a  British  priva- 
teer should  attack  one  of  our  vessels  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  Cape  Nichola  Mole,  evidently  with  an 
intention  of  capturing  and  carrying  her  m.  and,  if 
she  was  carried  in,  it  was  certain  she  would  be 
condemned,  since  none  escape  condemnation, 
would  it  not  be  riffht  to  resist  the  attack?  He 
thought  it  would;  Decause  it  makes  no  difference 
to  a  merchant  who  loses  hb  property  whether  it 
be  taken  by  order  of  Victor  Hugues,  because  the 
ressel  has  an  Irish  supercargo  on  board,  or  by  or- 
der of  Cambault,  because  his  vessel  is  bound  to  a 
French  port.  The  loss  is  the  same  in  both  cases. 
He  hoped,  therefore,  the  amendment  would  be 
disaCTeed  to ;  it  might  have*  a  very  bad  effect. 

Mr.  SiTGREAVES  did  not  believe  that  gentlemen 
supposed  he  had  these  views  which  they  stated. 
Indeed,  thev  speak  of  its  tendency,  rather  than  the 
design  of  the  mover.  They  do  not  think  it  was 
.  his  intention  that  our  vessels  should  resist  by  force 
the  search  of  the  vessels  of  any  Power  besides 
those  of  the  French  Republic.  If  the  committee 
have  confounded  two.  things,  wbich  he  thought 
perfectly  distinct,  it  was  not  his  fault.  He  had 
supposed  that  this  bill  was  to  authorize  a  certain 
system  of  defence  a^inst  the  French  Republic. 
He  looked  at  the  bill,  and  found  nothing  in  it 
with  respect  to  anyr  otner  than  French  cruisers. 
Nc^  a  word  was  said  about  that  general  defence 
of  which  several  gentlemen  had  spoken.  On  the 
other  hand,  he  found  that  our  merchants  and  the 
masters  of  their  vessels  were  to  enter  into  a  bond 
Hot  to  "  commit  any  depredation,  outr^e,  anlawr 


ful  assault,  or  unprovoked  violence,  sfainst  the 
vessel  of  any  nauon  in  amity  with  the  United 
States,"  and  if  our  vessel  shall  resist  the  search  of 
such  vessel,  she  would  doubtless  become  a  lawful 
prize ;  or  if  a  British  armed  vessel  shall  find 
French  property  on  board  of  our  vessels,  it  will 
be  contrary  to  the  bond  which  has  been  given, 
and  the  British  will  have  a  riffht  to  carry  the  ves- 
sel into  port,  in  order  to  condemn  such  property, 
and  therefore  this  bill  could  only  go  to  French 
depredations.  If  these  things  are  so  confounded 
as  gentlemen  seem  to  think  them,  he  believed  it 
would  be  necessary  to  strike  but  6f  the  bill  more 
words  than  he  haa  contemplated. 

If  it  is  really  the  intention  of  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina  to  draw  the  line  between 
French  vessels  and  others,  this  bill  does  not  draw 
that  line.  That  zeatleman  allows  that  the  con- 
duct of  the  French  has  been  such  as  to  authorize 
us  to  resist  the  search  which  the  laws  of  nations 
gives  them  a  right  to  make,  be  the  cargoes  of  our 
vessels  what  they  may ;  yet  he  would  oblij^  our 
merchants  to  deprive  themselves  of  their  right  to 
cany  a  cargo  unquestionably  lawful,  or  to  carry 
it  without  the  power  of  defence.  If  a  vessel  car- 
ries British  property,  she  must  sail  armed^  and  be 
oUiged  to  submit  to  the  search  and  seizure  of 
French  vessels,  which  he  admits  ought  not  to-  be 
submitted  to. 

If  it  be  the  sincere  desire  of  gentlemen,  there- 
fore, to  make  a  distinction  between  the  Powers  al 
war,  and  to  leave  our  commerce  with  other  nar 
tions  upon  the  same  footing  on  which  it  stands  at 
present,  it  would  be  proper  to  strike  out  these  words, 
^^  there  shall  not  be  carried  in  such  vessel,  to  any 
belligerent  nation,  any  goods  or  merchandise  con- 
traband of  war,  Qi  any  [Mrovisions  or  other  articles, 
to  any  place  actually  besieged  or  invested,"  which 
precede  the  words  already  moved  to  be  struek 
out,  and  to  add  in  their  juace,  '^  and  shall  not  re- 
sist the  lawful  search  of  the  armed  vessels  of  any 
of  the  bellurerent  Towers,  except  the  French  Re- 
public." This  would  be  drawing  the  line  which 
gentlemen  had  spoken  of;  it  would  be  taking 
from  the  French  Republic  a  right  which  they 
have  always  abused,  and  leaving  it  with  other 
Powers  unimpeded.  Mr.  S.  concluded  by  mak^ 
inff  this  motion. 

Mr.  Datton  (the  Speaker)  said,  he  could  most 
heartily  agree  to  the  amendment,  varied  as  it  had 
been  by  the  mover,  so  as  to  lay  our  armed  vessels 
under  no  prohibition  from  carrying  what  thev 
pleased,  free  from  search  or  seizure  by  Frenco 
ships.  It  obviated  entirely  the  objection  he  had 
offered  against  the  first  motion,  because  in  its  pre- 
sent latitude  it  was  not  founded  on  the  presump- 
tion of  our  being  obligated  to  grant  any  privileges 
to  France  under  a  treaty  which  they  had  so  fla- 
grantly violated,  nor  even  the  right  of  examina- 
tion and  search,  to  which  those  belligerent  na- 
tions only  are  entitled,  who  know  how  to  respeot 
the  rights  and  soverei^ty  of  others. 

Mr.  Thatcher  wished  the  gentleman  who 
moved  it  would  except  the  word  "  lawful"  from 
his  amendment 

Mr.  Dah A,  at  the  present  moment,  wis  mot  pra- 
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pared  to  say  that  he  approved  of  this  ameDdment. 
The  tendency  of  the  motion  is,  that  we  are  willing 
to  contend  at  sea  for  the  privilege  of  carrying  ar- 
ticles contraband  of  wan  of  carrying  provisions  to 
a  blockaded  port,  and  of  carrying  the  goods  of  a 
belligerent  rower.  In  a  commercial  view,  he 
«oula  not  consider  sach  a  measure  as  at  present 
necessary ;  and  in  a  political  view,  he  could  not 
think  these  privileges  worth  a  single  shot.  He 
hoped,  therefore,  they  would  not  he  contended  for. 
Mr.  SiTGREAVEs  did  not  know  how  the  gentle- 
man from  Connecticut  could  attach  this  tendency 
to  his  motion.  '  These  things  are  certainly  not 

Proposed  to  be  contended  for.  All  nations  will 
ave  the  same  liberty  of  search  as  before,  except 
the  French  Republic.  We  say,  because  they 
have  abused  the  power,  we  will  resist  any  future 
attempts  of  theirs  to  search  our  vessels  under  any 
circumstances.  The  gentleman  must  see,  there- 
fore, that  there  is  no  ground  for  his  remarks.' 

Mr.  S.  Smith  said,  if  he  understood  the  motion, 
it  went  completely  to  confine  our  armed  merchant 
vessels,  in  their  defence  a^inst  illegal  attacks,  to 
French  vessels.  So  that  if  ever  so  many  unjusti- 
fiable attacks  are  made  upon  our  vessels  by  Brit- 
ish, Spanish,  or  Dutch  cruisers,  no  resistance  is 
to  be  offered.  And  the  British  are  nearly  as  much 
in  the  habit  of  making  illegal  seizures  of  our  ves- 
sels as  the  French  ;  and  the  French  might  very 
well  act  under  Spanish  commissions,  and  by  that 
means  avoid  the  regulations  intended  to  operate 
against  France  only.  Our  vessels  would  not  be 
able  to  resist  any  of  those  attacks  made  upon  them 
in  the  neighborhood  of  Cape  Nichola  Mole ;  and 
if  not,  almost  every  vessel  which  sails  that  way 
will  be  taken,  and  except  the  master  has  got  3,000 
dollars  to  purchase  the  ransom'  of  his  vesseL  he 
cannot  prevent  her  being  libelled ;  and,  if  libell- 
ed, she  will  certainly  be  condemned.  And  when 
oar  merchants  go  to  Great  ^Britain  with  com- 
plaints, they  are  told  that  Cambault  is  an  unau- 
thorized judge ;  that  no  such  man  is  known  to 
their  Qovemment ;  and  how  merchants  who  have 
lost  their  property  in  this  way  will  get  any  satis- 
faction he  could  not  tell. 

Mr.  S.  was  of  opinion,  that  unlesss  our  mer- 
chants were  to  have  the  power  of  attacking  and 
capturing  the  vessels  of  tne  British,  Spanish,  and 
Dutch,  they  would  be  in  a  worse  situation  than  at 
present;  because  noW  they  believe  they  have  a 
natural  ri^ht  to  defend  themselves  and  their  pro- 
I>erty  against  the  unjustifiable  attacks  of  any  na- 
tion, and  arm  accordingly.  Because  the  French 
nation  has  gone  beyond  any  other  in  her  injuries 
towards  us,  we  ought  not  certainly  to  tie  up  our 
hands  with  respect  to  other  nations,  whose  viola- 
tions of  our  rights,  though  they  are  not  so  enor- 
mous as  those  of  the  French,  are  every  day  coming 
to  our  ears. 

Mr.  D.  Foster  believed,  the  more  the  commit- 
tee investigated  this  subject,  the  more  they  would 
be  convinced  that  it  woula  not  be  proper  to  re- 
tain any  part  of  the  section.  He  therefore  moved 
to  strike  it  out. 

Mr.  Batard  was  opposed  to  striking  out  the 
whole.    He  thought  that  part  of  it  requiring  a 


bond  for  the  return  of  the  arms  and  ammunition 
which  are  taken  out  on  a  voyage  ought  by  all 
means  to  be  retained. 

Mr.  N.  Smith  inquired  whether  it  would  not 
answer  all  the  purpose  which  the  mover  of  this 
amendment  had  in  view,  to  strike  out  the  follow- 
ing words,  which  immediately  precede  ihose  al- 
ready moved  to  be  struck  out,  viz:  "and  that  dur- 
ing her  intended  voyage,  and  until  her  return 
within  the  United  States,  while  armed  as  afore- 
said." 

Mr.  D.  Foster  said  he  was  willing  to  accept  of 
this  amendment  in  place  of  his. 

Mr.  Sewall  said,  the  committee  had  to  wei^ 
the  advantages  to  be  derived  from  carrying  on 
our  commerce  in  armed  vessels  instead  of  unarm- 
ed ones.  If  this  part  of  the  section  was  struck 
out,  he  took  it  that  our  armed  as  well  as  unarmed 
vessels  may  carry  goods  contraband  of  war.  ene- 
my's goods,  and  provisions,  to  a  blockadea  port. 
The  consequence  will  be,  tnat  when  our  armed 
vessels  are  questioned  by  any  of  the  armed  ves- 
sels of  Spain.  Holland,  or  England,  they  may,  and 
probably  will  resist  their  search,  and  by  that 
means  procure  a  condemnation  of  their  vessels 
and  cargoes ;  by  which  meaiis  we  shall  be  de- 
prived of  arms  and  ammunition,  of  which  we 
may  stand  in  great  need  at  the  time.  He  was 
ofopinion,  though  it  might  be  proper  to  carry  on 
a  contraband  trade  in  unarmed  vessels,  that  it 
would  be  improper  it  should  be  suffered  in  armed 
vessels,  as  it  is  a  part  of  our  trade  which  had  the 
least  claim  upon  our  protection.  But  if  gentle- 
men thought  the  pronts  arisinf  from  this  trade 
were  so  great  as  to  warrant  the  risk  that  would 
be  encountered  in  suffering  it  to  be  carried  on  in 
armed  vessels,  they  are  riffht  in  wishing  it.  It 
had  not  struck  him  in  this  light. 

Mr.  N.  Smith  observed,  that  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  did  not  nffhtly  understand  the 
force  of  this  amendment  If  these  words  are 
struck  out,  the  bond  will  engage  that  the  armed 
vessels  shall  not  commit  any  depredation,  outrage, 
unlawful  assault,  or  unprovoked  violence,  against 
the  vessel  of  any  nation  in  amity  with  the  United 
States.  Thb  will  be  security  to  us  against  any 
improper  conduct  in  our  commanders  in  the  cases 
which  the  gentleman  iiad  named;  and  he  confess- 
ed, if  they  restricted  the  vesseb  of  countries  in 
amity  with  us,  he  was  willing  they  should  do 
what  they  pleased  with  such  as  are  at  war  with 
us.  He  did  himself,  at  this  time,  consider  the 
French  Republic  as  at  war  with  this  country.  He  ^ 
believed  they  had  been  long  at  war  with  us.  Eve-' 
ry  ffentleman  was  ready  to  acknowledge  that  they 
had  set  aside  the  treaty  between  the  two  coun- 
tries; and  he  believed  that  our  peace  and  neutrali- 
ty were  destroyed  by  that  act.  Although  we 
should  adopt  the  propositions  of  this  bill,  and  act 
upon  them ;  although  our  privateers  are  directed 
to  bring  in  the  vessels  of  the  French  Republic ; 
although  we  have  suspended  all  intercourse  with 
that  country,  shall  we  still  consider  ourselves  ih  a 
state  of  peace  and  neutrality  ?  and,  being  so,  pre- 
vent our  citizens  from  doing  what  they  please  to- 
fvard  them  ?    He  believed  not.    He  wisned  them 
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to  carry  on  any  commerce  they  chose,  without  re- 
spect to  that  nation.  This  is  the  ground  upon 
which  the  bill  stands,  and  he  thought  it  the  proper 
ground.  With  respect  to  nations  at  peace  with 
us,  we  say  to  our  merchants,  you  shall  not  commit 
any  outrage  against  them;  but  with  respect  to 
those  nations  who  have  disregarded  all  our  neutral 
rights,  -^ho  stop  at  nothing  that  is  violent  toward 
us,  do  as  you  please. 

Mr.  Gallatin  would  have  voted  for  striking  out 
the  whole  of  the  section,  and  he  was  ready  to  vote 
for  striking  out  the  part  of  it  now  under  consider- 
ation. With  respect  to  arming  of  merchant  ves- 
sels, nothing  could  be  objected  to  it,  except  that 
we  nad  adopted  a  different  rule  for  a  number  of 
yearsL  and  ever  since  the  law  of  1794.  He  knew 
It  to  be  the  practice  of  all  the  neutral  European 
nations  to  permit  their  merchants  to  arm  their 
▼esseb ;  but  he  never  knew  a  law  passed  to  regu- 
late their  armin^^.  He  always  understood  that 
bonds  were  required  from  the  commanders  of  pri- 
vateers and  letters  of  marque,  when  they  are  au- 
thorized to  capture  vessels.  But  it  is  a  princi- 
ple admitted,  that  if  a  merchant  arms  his  vessel, 
Ke  is  bound  not  to  offend  affainst  the  laws  of  na- 
tions and  of  treaties,  and  tnat  he  is  responsible  for 
the  exercise  of  his  power.  It  is,  therefore,  per- 
fectly needless  to  restrict  merchants  as  to  what 
eommerce  they  shall  carry  on  in  their  armed  ves- 
sels, because  the  offence  of  carrying  on  an  impro- 
per commerce  is  the  same  whether  the  vestelsin 
which  it  is  carried  are  armed  or  not. 

The  two  first  sections  of  the  bill  authorize  our 
merchant  vessels  to  resist  French  armed  vessels, 
but  no  other ;  therefore,  though  the  third  section 
were  altogether  struck  out,  our  vessels  would 
have  no  right  to  resist  the  armed  vessels  of  Great 
Britain,  Holland,  or  Spain,  except  in  cases  author- 
ized by  the  law  of  nations.  It  is,  therefore,  per- 
fectly useless  to  retain  any  part  of  the  section.  He 
thought  it  useless  to  pass  a  Jaw  to  regulate  the  use 
of  arms,  w5ich  the  laws  of  nations  give  our  mer- 
chantmen a  right  to  carry ;  for,  whether  a  part  of 
this  section  be  retained  or  not,  or  whether  a  bond 
was  ffiven  by  the  owners  and  commanders  of  the 
vessels  or  not,  they  would  not  be  authorized  in 
committing  any  act  contrary  to  the  laws  of  na- 
tions. He  did  not  think  the  argument  of  the^'n- 
tleman  from  Massachusetts,  that  vessels  carrying 
on  contraband  trade  ought  to  be  armed,  had  any 
weight;  because  the  arming  of  a  vessel  ffives  it 
no  right  which  it  did  not  before  possess.  Mr.  G. 
said,  there  would  be  an  inconvenience  in  going 
much  into  detail  in  this  business,  as  it  might  make 
Government  answerable  for  the  acts  of  the  com- 
manders of  our  merchant  vessels. 

Mr.  BoMOMD  admitted  that  the  laws  of  nations 
are  sufficient  to  regulate  the  arming  of  merchant 
vessels,  without  any  bond  ;  but  in  order  to  secure 
our  citizens  and  the  country  from  beinff  involv- 
ed in  war,  we  have  a  right  to  make  this  regu- 
lation. 

With  respect  to  that  part  of  the  section  propos- 
ed to  be  struck  out,  he  was  in  favor  of  the  motion, 
because  he  did  not  wish  to  deprive  ourselves  of 
any  right  which  the  laws  of  nations  gave  us,  and  I 


it  would  not  be  denied  that  neutral  nations  had  a 
right  to  carry  the  goods  of  the  belligerent  Powers. 
It  is  true,  they  are  liable  to  search,  and  if  such 
property  be  found  on  board,  it  is  liable  to  be  taken; 
out  the  nation  whose  violence  we  are  about  to  re- 
sist, have  determined  that,  in  such  case,  not  only 
the  property  so  found,  but  the  other  parts  of  the 
cargo,  and  the  vessel  itself,  shall  be  forfeited.  We 
have,  therefore,  a  rieht  to  say  to  that  nation, 
"  Since  you  disregarded  the  laws  of  nations  and 
of  treaties,  you  have  placed  yourselves  in  a  situa- 
tion distinct  from  other  nations."  He  hoped  the 
amendment  would  be  agreed  to. 

The  question  was  put  and  carried,  there  being 
52  votes  in  favor  of  it. 

Mr.  Brooks  moved  to  strike  out  the  provision 
which  requires  that  there  shall  be  one  or  mqre 
sufficient  surety  or  sureties  to  the  bond.  He  thoujgbt 
the  bond  of  the  owner  and  master  sufficient,  with- 
out surety.  He  supposed  there  would,  in  some 
cases,  be  great  difficulty  in  obtaining  sureties  to 
such  a  bond. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  thought  the  sureties  necessary. 

The  motion  was  negatived  without  a  division. 

Mr.  Harper  proposed  to  amend  the  bill  by  add- 
ing the  following : 

**  And  mav  also  retake  any  vessel  owned  as  aforesaid, 
which  may  have'  been  captured  by  any  vessel  sailing 
under  French  colors,  or  acting  or  pretending  to  act  un- 
der the  authority  of  the  French  Republic,  and  maj  also 
attack,  take,  or  destroy,  any  vessel  sailing  or  acting  as 
aforesaid,  which  may  have  made,  or  may  be  found  at- 
tempting to  make,  any  such  capture.'' 

This  question  was  put,  without  debate,  and  neg- 
atived—38  to  34. 

Mr.  Sbwall  said,  he  would  move  an  «amend- 
ment,  which  would  embrace  a  part  of  the  motion 
of  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina.  As  the 
bill  stands  at  present,  resistance  is  only  to  be  made 
by  a  vessel  immediately  attacked.  He  believed  if 
two  of  our  vessels  were  sailing  in  company  and 
one  of  them  should  be  attacked  and  not  the  other, 
it  would  be  right  that  the  other  should  assist  in 
repelling  the  attack.  He  therefore  moved  to  add 
the  following  words  m  the  first  section,  after  the 
words  "  such  vessel: " 

^  Or  upon  any  other  vessel,  owned  ss  aforesaid,  in 
company  therewith." 

Mr.  Champlin  suggested  the  propriety  of  omit- 
ting the  words  ^'  in  company  therewith,^  and  ex- 
tending the  provision  to  all  our  vessels. 

Mr.  Sewall  agreed  to  accept  of  this  altera^ 
tion,  and  the  amendment  was  carried  without  a 
division. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  said,  there  was  a  part  of  the 
amendment  offered  by  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina,  which  he  thought  it  would  be  proper  to 
adopt.  He  moved  to  add  the  following  words  to 
the  first  section : 

"  And  may  also  retake  any  vessel,  owned  as  aforesaid, 
which  may  have  been  captured  by  any  vessel  sailing 
under  French  colors,  or  acting,  or  pretending  to  act,  fay 
or  under  the  authority  of  the  French  Republic"  . 

This  motion  was  put  and  carried — 37  to  28. 

Mr.  Sewall  moved  to  fill  the  Umpk  in  the 
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section,  containiog  the  sum  for  which  the  bond 
shall  be  giyen,  with  ^^  a  sam  equal  to  double  the 
▼alue  of  such  vessel."    Agreed  to. 

The  committee  having  gone  through  the  bill, 
rose,  and  the  House  agreed  to  the  amendments  re- 
ported by  the  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Harper  renewed  his  motion,  to  introduce 
the  following  words  into  the  first  section : 

**  And  may  also  attack,  take,  or  destroy,  any  vessel, 
sailing  or  acting  as  aforesaid,  which  may  have  made 
any  such  capture." 

Mr.  H.  believed  it  would  be  proper  to  adopt  this 
amendment,  for  a  variety  of  reasons.  The  prin- 
ciple, he  said,  is  the  same  as  one  contained  in  the 
bill  providing  vessels  for  the  protection  of  the  com- 
merce and  coast,  and  he  could  not  see  any  reason 
why  merchant  vessels  should  not  have  the  same 
authority.  To  reject  it,  he  believed,  would  be  to 
prevent  our  vessels  from  doing  what  would  be 
most  useful  to  our  commerce,  as  it  would  put 
it  in  their  power  of  clearius  tne  coast  of  those 
plundering  marauders  which  infest  it.  Unless 
this  was  done,  our  vessels  might  see  privateers 
attack  other  vessels,  and  they  would  not,  when 
they  came  up  with  them,  after  they  had  ceased 
the  attack^  have  the  power  to  take  them.  Would 
it  be  politic,  he  asked,  to  damp  the  ardour  of  the 
commanders  of  our  merchant  vessels,  by  thus  lim- 
iting their  power  ?  He  was  sure  it  would  not, 
and  trusted  it  would  not  be  done.  He  was  of 
opinion  that  the  adoption  of  this  amendment 
would  make  one  of  the  best  provisions  in  the  bill. 

Mr.  Yarn UM  called  for  the  reading  of  the  law 
to  which  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  had 
referred,  which  was  read  accordingly. 

Mr.  Harper  said,  though  the  provision  was  not 
in  the  same  words,  the  principle  was  the  same. 

Mr.  Dana  observed)  that  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  seemed  very  desirous  that  Con- 
gress should  adopt  certain  principles.  These  may 
be  proper,  but  they  cannot  be  proper  in  this  bill. 
This  bill  relates  only  to  our  merchant  vessels,  and 
to  their  defence  :  and  were  Congress  to  authorize 
them  to  search  for  and  attack  French  cruisers^  it 
would  be  departing  from  the  intention  of  the  bill. 
Besides,  when  this  power  was  given,  proper  secu- 
rity would  be  taken  against  the  abuse  of  it,  which 
require  more  detail  than  was  introduced  into  this 
bill,  which  the  committee  had  confined  to  the  single 
odbject  of  a  defence  for  our  merchant  vessels. 

Mr.  Otis  could  see  no  objection  to  the  giving 
of  this  power. 

Mr.  SiTOREAVEs  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
upon  it,  which  were  agreed  to  be  taken. 

Mr.  Qallatin  said,  he  should  vote  against  the 
amendment,  because  he  considered  it  much  the 
jame  as  granting  letters  of  marque  and  seneral 
reprisal.  The  commanders  of  these  vessels  may 
suppose  every  French  vessel  they  meet  with  at  sea 
h^  made  an  attack  upon  some  American  vessel. 
To  be  sure,  the  authority  would  not  extend  to  mer- 
chantmen; but  he  believed  this  to  be  of  litde  con- 
sequence, as  the  amount  of  the  French  commerce, 
at  present,  is  too  small  to  be  any  object 

Mr.  SiTOREAVES  said,  there  was  another  distinc- 


tion between  this  power  and  letters  of  marque  and 
general  reprisal,  besides  that  which  his  colleague 
had  named.  It  is  not  to  extend  even  to  vesseb  of 
war,  except  such  alone  as  have  attacked  or  cap- 
ture ours.  It  is,  therefore,  a  part  of  that  system 
of  special  reprisals  already  adopted ;  it  is  not  pro- 
posed, as  his  colleague  has  stated,  to  give  a  power 
to  the  commanders  of  merchant  ships  to  take  such 
vessels  as  they  may  suppose  have  taken  our  ves- 
sels, but  such  as  have  cuAuaUy  done  so. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  remarked,  that  the  law  which 
had  been  alluded  to  for  the  protection  of  our  coasts 
and  commerce,  was  more  particularly  adapted  to 
the  protection  of  the  coast ;  but  our  merchantmen 
saiM  all  over  the  ocean. 

Mr.  Co  IT  observed,  that  though  there  was  a  sim- 
ilar provision  in  the  law  for  protecting  our  com- 
merce and  coast,  yet  he  thought  there  was  a  con- 
siderable difference  between  entrusting  ^s  power 
to  commanders  appointed  by  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  and  entrusting  it  to  commanders  <^ 
merchant  vessels. 

The  question  was  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  and 
negativ^— 47  to  28,  as  follows : 

Y^As — John  Allen,  James  A.  Bayard,  David  Bioolc8» 
Christopher  O.  Champlin,  James  Cochran,  John  Denniib 
William  Edmond,  Abiel  Foster,  Dwight  Foster,  Honir 
Glen,  Channcey  Goodrich,  Roger  Oriiwold,  Robert  Gooa- 
loe  Harper,  Jas.  H.  Imlay,  John  WUkes  Kitten,  Sam- 
uel Lyman,  Danid  Morgan,  Lewis  R.  Morris,  HarrisGii 
G.  Otif,  Isaac  Parker,  James  Schureman,  Thomas  Sin- 
nickson,  Samuel  Sitgreaves,  Nathaniel  Sinith,  Genge 
Thatcher,  Mark  Thomson,  John  E.  Van  Alen,  and  Peleg 
Wadsworth. 

Nats — George  Ba^  jr.,  Abraham  Baldwin,  Dand 
Bard,  Bailey  Bartlett,  lliomas  Blount,  Stephen  Bullodc, 
Bemsey  Burges,  Thomas  Claiborne,  John  Clopton, 
Joshua  Coit,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  Thomas  T.  Davis,  John 
Dawson,  Geoige  Dent^  Thomas  Evans,  Jonathan  Free- 
man,  Albert  Gallatin,  James  Gillespie,  Andrew  Gregg^ 
William  Barry  Grove^  John  A.  Haona,  Carter  B. 
Harrison,  Jonathan  N.  Havens,  Joseph  Heister,  David 
Holmes,  Hezekiah  L.  Hosmer,  Walter  Jones,  Matthew 
Lyon,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Blair  McClenachan,  Anthony 
New,  Josiah  Parker,  John  Reed,  John  Rntledge,  jr., 
Samuel  Sewall,  William  Shepard,  Samuel  Smith,  Wil- 
liam Smith,  Ridiard  Sprigg,  jr.,  Richard  Stanford,  Tho- 
mas Sumter,  Thomas  Tillinghast,  Abram  Tiigg,  John 
Trfgg,  Joseph  B.  Yamum,  Abraham  Tenable,  and  Robert 
Williams. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  read  a  third 
time  to-morrow. 

CALL  OF  THE  HOUSE. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Otis,  a  call  of  the  Honse  was 
agreed  to  be  made  to-morrow,  at  half-past  eleven, 
in  order  to  insure  a  full  attendance  on  the  passing 
of  two  important  bills,  viz:  the  bill  for  makios  a 
valuation  of  lands  and  houses,  and  an  enumerauoa 
of  slaves,  preparatory  to  laying  a  direct  tax ;  and 
the  hill  authorizing  the  defence  of  the  merchant 
vessels  of  the  Unit^  States  against  French  de|»«- 
dations. 

PROVISIONAL  ARMT. 
Mr.  Sewall  reported  a  bill  supplementary  and 
to  amend  the  act  authorizing  the  President  of  the 
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United  States  to  raise  a  provisiobal  army  j  which 
was  twice  read  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole. 

PURCHASE  OP  SMALL  VESSEI^. 

The  Hoase  went  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  bill  to  amend  the  act  p»roviding  a  naval 
armament,  and  the  act  authorizing  the  President 
to  cause  to  be  purchased  or  built  a  number  of  small 
Tessels,  to  be  equipped  as  galleys,  or  otherwise. 

This  bill  was  agreed  to  without  amendment, 
and  it  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  read- 
ing to-morrow. 


WsDifB8DAT,  Jane  13. 

Mr.  Gallatin,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  authorize 
the  sale  of  certain  lands  between  the  Great  and 
Little  Miami  river,  in  the  territory  of  the  United 
States  northwest  oi  the  Ohio,  and  for  giving  the 
pre-emption  to  certain  purchasers  and  settlers;  and 
the  bill  to  authorize  a  grant  of  lands  to  Stephen 
Monot,  and  other  inhabitants  of  Galliopolis,  therein 
named,  reported  that  the  former  ought  to  be  passed 
with  amendments,  and  the  latter  without  The 
bills  were  committed. 

Mr.  J.  ParkqR;  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  to  alter  the  time  of  making 
entry  on  stills,  reported  it  as  the  opinion  of  the 
committee  that  all  the  amendments  ought  to  be 
agreed  to,  except  one. 

CALL  OP  THE  HOUSE. 

The  Speaker  informed  the  House  that  the  hour 
was  arrived  at  which  a  call  of  the  House  was 
ordered,  and  that  the  Clerk  would  proceed  to  the 
call.  He  did  so,  when  it  appeared  that  all  the 
members  were  present,  but  three,  and  excepting 
such  as  are  absent  on  leave,  or  sick.  Two  of  the 
three  absent  members  appeared  in  the  course  of  the 
sitting,  and  on  making  apologies  were  excused. 

DIRECT  TAXES. 

The  bill  providing  for  the  valuation  of  houses 
and  lands  and  the  enumeration  of  slaves  within 
the  United  States,  was  then  read  the  third  time, 
and  upon  the  question  being  put,  "  Shall  this  bill 
pass?'' 

Mr.  Davis  said,  he  was  under  the  necessity  of 
opposing  the  passage  of  this  bill.  No  part  or  the 
community  would  contribute  more  cheerfully,  to 
the  extent  of  their  ability,  to  the  support  of  the 
General  Government,  than  his  constituents ;  but, 
horn  the  knowledge  he  had  of  their  situation ;  of 
the  scarcity  of  circulating  medium  amongst  them ; 
and  from  the  want  of  a  market  for  their  surplus  pro- 
duce, he  could  not  ^ive  his  vote  in  favor  of  a  tax 
which  it  would  be  with  great  difficulty  they  would 
be  able  to  pay.  The  people  of  Kentucky,  he  said, 
had  produce  of  every  kind,  in  abundance,  but  they 
want  a  market  for  it  The  Mississippi  had  lately 
promised  a  medium  through  which  to  transport  it, 
bat  as  yet  little  advantage  has  been  derived  from 
it ;  and  whenever  a  war  shall  take  place,  it  may 
be  expected  that  they  would  be  deprived  of  the 


advantages  which  the  free  navigation  of  that  river 
promises  to  the  Western  country. 

Mr.  p  said,  when  he  came  from  home,  he  did 
not  think  the  coin  in  circulation,  in  Kentucky, 
amounted  to  $10,000 ;  and.  since  that  period,  he 
was  informed  that  money  nad  become  still  more 
scarce.  If  he  thought  the  tax  would  be  paid  with- 
out ^reat  difficulty  he  would  have  cheermlly  voted 
for  It;  but  believing  the  contrary,  he  was  con- 
strained to  ffive  his  vote  against  it. 

Mr.  W.  Claiborne  said,  the  people  of  Tennes- 
see are,  in  a  great  d^ree,  similarly  situated  with 
those  of  Kentucky.  Every  one  enjoyed  the  neces- 
saries of  life,  but  few  of  them  experience  those 
conveniences  which  flow  from  wealth.  Money 
is  a  scarce  article  amongst  them ;  and  when  he 
reflected  upon  the  present  situation  of  things,  and 
the  probability  there  is  that  the  avenue  which  was 
lately  opened  for  the  disposal  of  the  surplus  produce 
of  the  State  would  soon  be  closed,  he  feared  his 
constituents  would  be  illy  able  to  pay  this  tax. 
But  if,  as  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  (Mr. 
Macon)  on  aformer  occasion  suggested,  he  should 
be  mistaken  in  this  respect,  and  that  the  people  of 
Tennessee  are  well  able  to  pay  the  tax,  he  should 
rejoice  in  the  event.  Fearing  the  contrary,  how- 
ever, when  he  heard  the  i>eople  complaining  of 
this  ^rie?ous  burden,  he  wished  to  have  the  con- 
solation of  saying,  "  1  did  not  consent  to  this  law, 
because  I  was  of  opinion  that  its  operation  would 
be  particularly  oppressive  to  the  Western  people." 

Mr.  Gallatin  observed,  it  would  be  extremely 
difficult  to  point  out  any  mode  of  taxation  which 
will  not  be  inconvenient  and  oppressive,  in  some 
degree,  for  some  part  of  the  people  to  pav ;  and  it 
must  be  expected  that  every  mode  whicn  can  be 
adopted,  will  bear  more  hardly  on  some  parts  of 
the  community  than  on  others.  With  respect  to 
the  tax  on  land,  he  must  agree,  with  the  gentlemen 
from  Kentucky  and  Tennessee,  that,  from  there 
being  a  1^  quantity  of  circulating  medium  ta 
their  States  than  any  other  State  of  the  Union,  it 
would  probably  fall  heavier  upon  their  constitu- 
ents than  upon  people  of  the  Atlantic  States.  But 
there  is  one  circumstance  with  respect  to  those 
States  which  ought  to  be  taken  into  consideration, 
viz :  that  the  tax  for  this  year  will  be  laid  according 
to  the  old  census  taken  seven  or  eight  years  ago; 
since  which  time,  it  is  well  known,  that  the  pop- 
ulation of  these  States  has  more  than  doubleo. 
Therefore,  the  inconvenience  of  paying  this  tax 
will  be  greatly  lessened  to  these  States  by  that 
circumstance.  In  the  State  of  Tennessee,  by  the 
old  census  taken  in  1791,  there  were  only  35,000 
inhabitants,  whereas,  by  a  census  taken  in  that 
State  by  themselves,  two  years  ago,  the  number 
exceeded  60,000. 

Besides,  it  appeared  to  him  that  both  the  gentle- 
men assumed  a  principle  by  no  means  ascertained, 
viz :  that  the  Misjissipni  will  be  shortly  closed  to 
the  Western  country.  No  people  could  sufier  mor« 
by  such  an  event  than  the  people  whom  he  him- 
self represented.  They  stood  precisely  in  the 
situation  of  the  constituents  of  those  gentlemen ; 
and  undoubtedly,  if  our  present  difficulties  with 
France  should  produce  a  war  with  Spain,  it  would 
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be  extremely  fatal  to  his  constituents  as  well  as 
theirs.  But  he  knew  of  no  reason  for  supposing 
this ;  and  it  would  be  wrong  to  legislate  on  a  pre- 
sumption that  &uch  will  be  the  case. 

In  relation  to  this  law,  it  was  not  formed,  Mr.  G. 
said,  altogether  to  his  wish ;  but  it  was  as  nearly 
so  as  he  could  get  it,  and  it  was  necessary  the 
money  should  be  raised.  He  had  opposed,  as  long 
and  as  forcibly  as  he  was  able,  most  of  the  mea- 
sures which  made  the  great  expenses  of  the  pre- 
sent session  necessary ;  but  a  majority  having 
determined  that  the  expense  shall  be  incurred,  and 
that  measures  shall  be  taken  which  will  necessa- 
rily decrease  -our  present  revenue,  it  has  become 
the  duty  of  every  member  to  provide  the  means 
for  paying  the  expense  to  be  incurred,  and  for  sup- 
plying the  probable  deficiencies  of  former  reve- 
nues. 

If  the  expense  is  to  be  provided  for,  how  is  it  to 
be  done?  It  must  be  either  by  taxation  or  by 
loans.  Indeed,  it  is  probable  that  Congress  will 
be  obliged  to  resort  to  loans^  even  during  the  pre- 
sent session ;  but  certainly  it  is  their  duty,  as  far 
as  they  are  able^  to  provide  for  the  public  expenses, 
without  ^ins  into  measures  which  will  increase 
the  public  debt.  Our  choice  lies,  therefore,  be- 
tween loans  and  taxation ;  and  however  inconve- 
nient it  ma)r  be  to  the  people  to  pay  taxes,  he 
should  certainly  resort  to  taxes  rather  than  loans. 
And  if  the  money  is  to  be  raised  by  taxes,  to  what 
objects  can  we  turn  our  attention  ?  Congress  must 
have  recourse  to  internal  revenue,  or  an  increase 
of  duty  on  the  importation  of  some  of  the  neces- 
saries of  life.  Indeed,  after  turning  his  attention 
very  seriously  to  the  subject,  he  could  not  find 
-how  any  considerable  revenue  could  be  raised,  but 
by  means  of  a  direct  tax  on  land  and  houses,  or  a 
tax  on  salt.  He  did  not  think  any  other  could  be 
relied  upon ;  and,  between  the  two,  he  believed  it 
would  be  infinitely  better,  both  for  the  United 
States  and  his  constituents,  to  lay  a  tax  on  land 
and  houses  than  on  salt.  The  tax  on  land  and 
houses  will  be  laid  according  to  the  value  of  the 
property  \  and,  though  there  is  less  circulating 
medium  in  the  back  country,  which  is  thinly  set- 
tled, than  in  the  larger  towns,  the  property  in 
those  jparts  will  be  estimated  at  a  much  lower  rate, 
and  or  course  the  people  will  have  a  smaller  pro- 
portion of  the  tax  to  pay ;  and  he  thought  it  far 
S referable  to  lay  a  tax  which  would  fall,  in  a  great 
egree,  upon  persons  according  to  their  wealth, 
than  one  which  would  operate  as  a  poll  tax,  (as  a 
tax  on  salt  would  do,)  according  to  their  number. 

Mr.  G.  said,  he  was  of  opinion  that  an  annual 
tax  would  be  sufficient,  and  that  we  need  not  have 
recourse  to  loans. 

It  was  necessary,  Mr.  G.  said,  at  all  events,  that 
this  bill  should  pass ;  for,  if  it  could  be  proved  that 
our  revenue  would  be  sufficient  for  this  year,  it 
would  be  a  good  argument  why  the  tax  should  not 
be  laid  for  this  year,  but  not  aeainst  making  the 
valuation  of  proj)erty  proposed  by  this  bill ;  for.  if 
war  takes  place,  it  will  be  convenient  to  have  this 
valuation  made,  upon  which  a  tax  may  be  laid. 
Therefore,  though  he  knew  it  would  prove  incon- 
venient to  some  of  his  constituents,  as  well  as  to 


those  of  the  gentlemen  from  Kentucky  and  Ten- 
nessee, he  would  nevertheless  vote  for  the  passing 
of  this  bill. 

Mr  Harper  had  the  pleasure  of  being  persuaded^ 
in  his  own  mind,  from  the  small  personal  know- 
ledge he  had  of  the  Western  country,  that  the  gen- 
'tlemen  from  that  part  of  the  country  represented 
as  little  the  true  situation  as  they  do  the  real  con- 
venience of  their  constituents.  He  could  not 
persuade  himself  that  the  people  of  the  States  of 
Kentucky  and  Tennessee  would  be  unable  to  pay 
this  tax,  and  still  less,  that  those  people  would  be 
ready  to  lay  their  rights  and  independence  at  the 
feet  of  a  foreign  Power,  sooner  than  pay  for  the 
defence  of  them.  The  obiection  made  to  this  tax 
is  not  that  it  is  improperly  laid,  or  as  bein^  un- 
necessary for  the  defence  of  our  country.  It  is  not 
said  that  the  objects  which  Congress  have  already 
undertaken  for  the  defence  of  the  country  can  be 
provided  for  in  any  other  way  :  but  the  House  is 
told  that  the  people  will  be  unable  to  pay  this  tax — 
their  proportion  of  the  expense  of  measures  which 
are  necessary  for  the  defence  of  their  rights  and 
liberties.  This  was  a  statement  which  he  was 
certain  the  people  of  those  States  will  never  allow 
to  be  correct.  He  believed  it  to  be  founded  alto- 
gether in  mistake,  and  he  believed  it  would  be 
proved  to  be  so,  by  the  prompt  manner  in  which 
these  people  will  pay  this  tax.  He  had  no  doubt  the 
gentlemen  who  made  this  st|itement  thought  it 
well  founded ;  but  he  believed  they  .had  suffered 
their  fears  to  blind  them ;  for  he  never  would  be- 
lieve, whilst  he  considered  them  Americans,  and 
himself  one,  that  the  people  of  those  States  wiQ 
say  that  they  are  unable  to  pay  their  share  of  the 
expense  of  the  defence  of  their  liberties.  No; 
they  will  spurn  the  idea^  and  prove  themselves 
worthy  of  enjo3ring  that  liberty  which  they  assist- 
ed to  obtain  with  their  blood,  by  declarinj^  that 
they  are  able  and  willing  to  contribute  their  per* 
tion  in  the  defence  of  their  country.  He  would 
not  himself  so  far  insult  them,  as  to  suggest  the 
idea  of  exempting  them  from  the  payment  of  their 
share  of  the  expense  of  that  defence,  much  less  to 
insinuate  that  they  would  place  themselves  in  the 
situation  of  paupers,and  claim  to  be  exempted.  On 
the  contrary,  he  would  repeat  it,  that  they  would 
pay  their  share  of  this  expense  with  cheerfulness ; 
and  he  would  venture  to  say,  that,  in  making  this 
declaration,  he  represented  the  feelings  of  the  peo- 
ple of  those  States  better  than  their  immediate  rep- 
resentatives, who  asserted  the  contrary ;  and  he 
was  willing  to  rest  his  credit  upon  this  avowal. 

Mr.  Davis  said,  he  believed  he  could  prove  to 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Galla- 
tin) that  his  conclusions  with  respect  to  the 
ability  of  the  people  of  the  State  of  Kentucky  to 
pay  this  tax,  were  not  altogether  correct;  and 
that  the  number  of  the  people  inhabiting  the  State 
now,  being  double  what  it  was  when  the  last 
census  was  taken,  will  afford  them  no  relief.  For, 
if  there  were  $10,000  in  circulation  in  the  State, 
when  there  were  only  30,000  inhabitants,  and  no 
more,  now  there  are  150,000 — the  tax  would  fall 
no  lighter  now  than  it  would  have  fallen  then. 
How,  it  might  be  inquired,  does  it  happen  that, 
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though  the  population  is  so  greatljr  increased,  no 
increase  should  have  been  made  m  the  quantity 
of  circulating  specie?  It  happens  thus:  Men 
who  emigrate  from  the  Atlantic  States  to  this 
country,  seldom  bring  much  money  with  them ; 
for,  whateyer  they  may  have  when  they  set  out. 
it  is  expended  on  their  journey,  or  paid  for  lana 
to  a  single  person  when  they  reach  us,  so  that 
none  of  their  money  comes  into  general  circula- 
tion; and  though  tne  people  are  able  to  raise 
plenty  of  produce,  they  are  not  able  to  exchange 
It  for  money.  It  is  true,  the  more '  inhabitants 
they  get,  the  more  the  fipneral  property  of  the 
State  is  increased,  but  it  old  not  increase  the  cir- 
culattng  medium.  He  did  not  believe  there  is 
now  so  much  money  in  circulation  as  there  was 
when  the  census  was  taken.  There  was  then  an 
army  there,  and  produce  sold  for  a  ffood  price;  but 
since  a  peace  was  made  with  the  Indians,  money 
has  been  constantly  draining  off  from  the  State  to 
pay  the  debts  which  the  merchants  of  that  State 
had  contracted  whilst  trade  was  brisk  in  this  and 
other  cities. 

Therefore,  as  personal  property  is  not  taxed,  as 
the  people  who  go  there  carry  with  them  no 
slaves,  and  as  there  are  laree  tracts  of  unappro- 
priated land  whioh  the  State  has  let  out  free  from 
taxes,  and  which  will  not  pay  any  part  of  this 
tax,  tne  people  of  Kentucky,  who  will  have  to  pay 
this  tax,  will  not  be  much  relieved  by  the  State's 
increased  population. 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsyrlvania  says  his  con- 
stituents would  feel  the  same  inconvenience  from 
the  closing  of  the  navigation  of  the  river  Missis- 
sippi, that  the  peonle  in  the  Western  States  would 
fcMsl.  This  he  did  not  think  correct;  for  though 
it  would  be  very  inconvenient  for  the  people  on 
the  other  side  of  the  Alleg^iany  to  carry  their  pro- 
dace  to  an  easterly  market,  they  could,  neverthe- 
less, do  it;  but,  from  the  State  of  Kentucky,  it 
would  be  impossible  for  produce  to  be  sent  from 
thence  to  the  Atlantic  cities;  they  must,  there- 
fore, trade  down  the  Mississippi,  or  not  at  all. 

As  to  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  he 
•  did  not  believe  he  either  represented  the  feelings 
of  the  peoj^e  of  Kentucky  or  Tennessee,  or  knew 
their  interests;  though  it  is  not  the  first  time  he 
had  heard  that  gentleman  assume  to  himself  more 
knowledge  than  everybody  else.  He  denied  that 
he  represented  the  feelings  of  his  constituents. 
On  the  contrary,  he  was  persuaded  that  he  him- 
self had  represented  them  truly,  when  he  said 
that  they  will  be  willing  to  pay  any  tax^  for  the 
support  of  the  deneral  Government,  which  they 
are  able  to  pay;  but  he  doubted,  from  his  inti- 
mate acquaintance  with  their  circumstances,  whe- 
ther they  would,  be  able  to*  pay  this  tax,  and  on 
this  account  it  was  that  he  proposed  to  vote 
against  it.  He  did  not  come  here,  as  the  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina  had  represented,  to 
claim  an  exemption  from  this  tax  for  his  consti- 
tuents, on  account  of  their  poverty.  He  should 
vote  against  the  bill,  because  he  Knew  it  would 
h\{  oppressively  on  his  constituents,  and  the  gen- 
deman  from  South  Carolina  is  welcome  to  all 
the  credit  which  he  can  obtain  for  asserting  the 
5th  Con.— 61 


contrary.  But  every  person  in  the  least  acquainted 
with  the  State  from  which  he  came,  must  know 
that  the  people  cannot  command  money,  though 
they  have  an  abundance  of  produce.  When  he 
left  home,  he  could  have  purchased  a!tiy  quantity 
of  Indian  corn  at  half  a  dollar  a  barrel;  but  men, 
with  their  stores  full  of  produce,  could  not,  per- 
'haps,  produce  a  dollar  in  cash.  Another  reason 
why  money  is  so  scarce  is,  that,  during  the  Indian 
war,  merchants  sent  out  large  quantities  of  goods, 
and,  when  peace  was  made,  the  people  were  much 
indebted  to  the  merchants,  which  they  had  been 
compelled  to  pay  as  fast  as  they  could  collect  it, 
and  the  merchants  there  had  sent  off  the  money 
to  discharge  their  debts  here  and  in  other  places, 
as  he  had  already  stated. 

Mr.  W.  Claiborive  rose;  when 

The  Speaker  desired  he  would  confine  him- 
self to  the  question  before  the  House,  as  the  gen- 
tleman who  had  already  spoken  had  wandered 
very  much  from  the  subject. 
•  Mr.  C.  hoped  he  should  be  permitted  to  make 
a  few  remarks  upon  what  had  fallen  from  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina.  The  eloquence 
of  that  gentleman,  all  must  allow,  is  great;  but  it 
must  also  be  admitted  that  he  aoes  not  always 
apply  it  to  the  most  proper  purposes.  He  has 
told  the  House  that  he^  (Mr.  C.,)  as  the  represen- 
tative of  the  State  ot  Tennessee,  misrepresents 
the  feelings  of  his  constituents — as  attributing  to 
them  sentiments  which  they  will  despise, 

[The  Speaker  said  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  did  not  say  so;  disavow  was  the  word 
he  used.      Mr.  C.    changed   the  word  accord- 


•"ffi 


hat  gentleman,  Mr.  C.  said,  has  observed  that 
the  {>eople  of  Tennessee  will  consider  this  as  a 
question  whether  they  will  suffer  their  rights  and 
independence  to  be  abandoned  to  a  foreign  Power. 
These  remarks  had  no  weight  upon  nis  mind. 
He  had  stated,  and  stated  truly,  that  the  people  of 
Tennessee  would  be  very  illy  able  to  pay  a  land 
tax,  of  which  this  bill  lays  the  foundation.  He 
never  represented  them  as  willing  to  abandon  their 
rights  and  independence.  Were  he  to  throw  out 
any  such  idea,  he  should  calumniate  the  people 
whom  he  represented.  They  have  little  treasure 
to  l)ring  forward  for  the  service  of  the  public,  but 
they  have  valiant  blood  to  shed;  and  when  the 
question  shall  arrive  whether  this  country  shall 
give  up  its  independence,  if  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  and  he  should  live  to  that  period, 
he  doubted  not  they  would  see  the  people  of  Ten- 
nessee among  the  foremost  in  the  ranks  to  defend 
it.  Duke  est  pro  patria  mori,  was  a  saying,  the 
truth  of  which  the  treemen  of  that  State  admitted, 
and  he  had  the  happiness  to  believe,  that  they 
would  think  it  sweet  to  die  for  their  country. 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Gal- 
latin) nad  said  that  the  measures  which  hai 
chiefly  created  the  necessity  for  this  tax  had  not 
met  with  his  approbation.  He  could  himself 
say  the  same  thing;  but  a  majority  of  the  Ameri- 
can Qovernment  having  thought  them  proper^  he 
should  do  all  in  his  power  to  carry  them  mto 
effect;  and,  on  his  return  home,  he  shotild  think  it 
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his  duty  to  endeavor  to  reconcile  his  neighbors  to 
the  state  in  which  they  would  of  course  place  us. 
But  he  could  not,  as  their  representative,  believing, 
as  he  did,  that  they  will  be  less  able  to  pay  this 
tax  than  any  other  that  could  be  imposed,  and 
that  it  will  be  found  extremely  burdensome,  vote 
for  this  bill.  The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
had  truly  stated  tl]^t  Tennessee  had  greatly  in- 
creased m  numbers  since  the  takin^^  of  the  last 
census;  but,  though  this  is  true,  it  is  not  conse- 
i^uentlv  true  that  the  State  has  greatly  increased 
in  wealth.  When  the  emigrants  from  the  Atlantic 
Slates  first  leave  home  to  jgo  to  that  State,  they 
have  some  property ;  but  it  is  generally  expended 
on  their  journey,  or  for  the  purchase  of  land  on 
their  amval,  as  had  been  Justly  represented  bv 
his  friend  from  Kentucky.  Now  and  then,  indeed, 
a  pjerson  of  wealth  came  among  them,  but  the 
emigrants  to  the  Western  country,  generally^  came 
in  search  of  an  asylum  from  poverty  and  distress. 
It  may  be,  that  in  the  course  of  a  few  years,  pro- 
vided his  constituents  could  have  a  vent  for  tneir 
produce,  the  State  of  Tennessee  may  become 
wealthy.  When  that  shall  be  the  case,  he  was 
certain  they  would  pay  the  tax  cheerfully,  without 
complaint.  He  hoped  to  see  the  day  when  this 
State  shall  vie  with  its  sister  States  in  wealth 
and  consequence:  but  at  present,  being  in  her  in- 
fancy, he  was  afraid  this  tax  would  of  all  others 
prove  the  most  burdensome  to  many  of  his  con- 
stituents. But  if  the  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 
lina had  supposed  that  his  opposition  to  this  tax 
arose  from  a  willingness  in  him,  or  his  constitu- 
ents, to  surrender  the  independence  of  this  coun- 
try to  a  foreign  Power,  he  had  greatly  wronged 
both  him  and  them. 
Mr.  S.  Smith  did  not  think  the  fears  of  the 

fentlemen  from  Kentucky  and  Tennessee  would 
e  realized.  It  is  no  doubt  true  that  the  quantity 
of  circulating  specie  in  Kentucky  had  diminished 
since  the  peace  with  the  Indians ;  but  it  is  also 
true  that  tne  Spring  trade  this  year  from  Ken- 
tucky bv  the  Mississippi  has  been  both  great  and 
profitable.  But  gentlemen  suppose,  if  we  have  a 
war  with  France,  we  shall  also  be  at  war  with 
Spain,  and  our  intercourse  by  that  river  will  be 
cut  ofi*.  But  the  interest  of  Spain  will  be  against 
this;  for  in  case  of  war,  there  wiU  be  great  difii- 
culty  in  getting  flour  to  the  Havana  from  the 
Atlantic  ports,  as  our  West  India  trade  will  be 
cut  oSj  and  they  will  have  to  depend  upon  a  sup- 
ply by  the  Mississippi.  Besides,  if  produce  be  so 
much  cheaper  in  the  Western  country  than  in  the 
Atlantic  States,  as  it  has  been  stated  to  be,  it  will 
become  the  Interest  of  neutrals  in  the  Atlantic 
cities,  to  make  remittances  by  produce  from  that 
country  to  the  Havana.  And  if  Spain  should 
be  drawn  into  the  war,  there  would  be  other  modes 


of  the  people  of  those  States  disposing  of  their 
produce.  He  did  not  think,  therefore,  gentlemen 
from  that  country  need  be  so  much  alarmed  as 


they  appeared  to  be. 

Mr.  J.  Williams  had  always  been  opposed  to 
everv  system  of  direct  taxes:  but  as  a  majonty  of 
the  House  had  agreed  to  call  forth  the  resources 
of  the  country  by  this  means,  he  must  give  his 


vote  for  this  bill.  He  was  astonished  to  find  the 
gentlemen  from  Kentucky  and  Tennessee  opposing 
this  bill,  when  so  much  of  the  money  of  the  Grene- 
ral  Qovernment  had  been  expended  in  that  coun- 
try. They  must  acknowledge  their  States  have 
had  their  portion  of  specie  ^om  the  Treasury  of 
the  United  States.  An  act  had  indeed  beat 
passed  during  the  present  session  for  pairing  a 
company  of  militia  for  a  certain  expedition  in 
Tennessee,  which  amounted  to  nearly  one-fourth 
of  the  whole  sum  required  from  that  State.  He 
believed  some  of  the  troops  of  the  United  States 
are  also  now  there,  and  likelj  to  continue,  so  that 
they  are  con^tanUy  receiving  supplies  of  cash 
from  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States.  Besides^ 
it  ought  to  be  considered  that  this  tax  will  fall 
upon  unimproved,  as  well  as  improved  land,  many 
of  the  owners  of  which,  he  supposed,  lived  out  of 
that  State,  which  would  reduce  the  portion  of  the 
tax  to  the  State.  The  district  in  which  he  lived 
would  pay  more  tax  than  the  whole  State  of 
Tennessee.  He  knew  the  tax  would  be  collected 
in  some  places  with  difficulty,  and  more  so,  since 
the  bill  had  undergone  a  change  which  had  thrown 
the  tax  upon  land  more  than  it  would  otherwise 
have  fallen. 

But,  whatever  difficulty  may  attend  the  collec- 
tion of  this  tax,  when  we  see  the  ruinoud  effects 
of  public  debt  in  other  countries,  we  ought  to  be 
cautious  how  we  make  extensive  loans,  and  en- 
deavor to  draw  forth  the  resources  of  the  country, 
to  meet  any  of  the  expenses  which  we  may  have 
to  encounter. 

Mr.  Yarn  DM  should  vote  against  this  bill.  He 
had  always  thought,  since  the  establishment  of  the 
present  Government,  that  there  would  be  no  ne- 
cessity for  resorting  to  direct  taxes,  except  in  case 
of  our  being  engaged  in  war.  He  believed  the 
measures  already  takea  would  not  require  a  direct 
tax  if  no  further  expenses  were  contemplated. 
But  he  now  believed  a  majority  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  are  determined  on  war, 
and  he  would,  on  that  account,  have  given  his 
vote  for  the  bill,  if  the  tax  was  proposed  to  be 
laid  on  just  and  equal  principles.  It  wa&  his. 
opinion,  that  every  species  of  property  ought  to 
be  taxed,  as  well  as  houses  and  land.  So  far  from 
this  being  the  case,  he  believed  that  between  one- 
third  and  one-half  of  the  property  taxed  by  the 
State  Legislatures,  in  their  system  of  direct 
taxes,  would,  by  tne  present  plan,  be  excused 
altogether  from  tax.  Some  of  the  most  wealthy 
people  in  the  Union  would,  by^  this  means,  be  un- 
taxed, in  a  great  decree,  while  persons  who  hold  a 
small  property  in  houses  or  land,  will  bear  the 
burden  of  it ;  and  not  only  of  this  tax,  but  to  any 
further  extent  to  which  the  Gk>vernment  may 
have  occasion  to  carry  it. 

Mr.  T.  Claiborne  had  opposed  many  of  the 
measures  which  made  this  tax  necessary ;  but  a 
majority  of  Congress  having  determined  upon  a 
certain  course  of  measures,  however  contrary  they 
may  be  to  his  opinion,  he  should  cheerfully  sub- 
mit to  them,  ana  vote  in  favor  of  this  bilL 

The  people  of  Virginia,  if  they  must  be  taxed^ 
wished  to  be  taxed  in  a  direct  wayi  and  he  doubted 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1925 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


1926 


June,  1798.] 


Northwestern  Lands — Post  Offices, 


[H.opR. 


not  this  tax  would  be  paid  with  alacrity.  They 
always  had  beeo,  and  would  coutinue  to  be,  he 
had  no  doubt,  prompt  in  their  obedience  to  the 
laws  of  the  General  Govemment. 

Mr.  Lton  should  vote  against  this  bill.  He 
had  expected  that  whenever  the  States  should 
have  heen  called  upon  to  pay  a  direct  tax,  the^ 
would  have  heen  required  to  have  raised  their 
quota  of  the  tax  in  the  waythat  should  have  heen 
most  agreeable  to  them.  This  would  have  been 
a  much  more  economical  wavthan  the  present. 
If  the  State  of  Vermont  had  oeen  called  upon  in 
thb  way,  he  doubted  not  she  could  have  raised 
the  money  at  not  more  than  two  per  cent,  upon 
the  collection :,  whereas,  in  the  way  proposed,  it 
is  estimated  to  cost  25  per  cent.  He  should  not 
have  objected  to  a  direct  tax  if  properly  collected ; 
but  he  could  not*  agree  to  this  expensive  mode  of 
doing  the  business. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  then  taken  upon  the 
passing  of  the  bill ;  it  was  passed — 69  votes  to  19, 
as  follows : 

Tba8— John  Allen,  George  Baer,  jr.,  Abraham  Bald- 
win, David  Bard,  Bailey  Bartlett,  James  A.  Bayard, 
Thomas  Blount,  Richard  Brent,  David  Brooks,  Christo- 

5 her  G.  Champlin,  Thomas  Claiborne,  John  Clopton, 
ames  Cochran,  Joshua  Coit,  William  Craik,  Samuel 
W.  Dana,  John  Dawson,  John  Dennis,  George  Dent, 
William  Edmond,  Thomas  Evans,  Abiel  Foster,  Dwight 
Foster,  Jonathan  Freeman,  Albert  Gallatin,  James  Gil- 
lesine,  Henry  Glen,  Chauncey  Groodrich,  Andrew  Gregg, 
Roger  Griswold,  William  Bany  Grove,  John  A.  Hanna, 
Robert  Goodloe  Harper,  Carter  B.  Harrison,  William 
Hindman,  David  Hounes,  Hezekiah  L.  Hosmer,  James 
H.  Imlay,  Walter  Jones,  John  Wilkes  Kittera,  Samuel 
Lvman,  William  Matthews,  John  Milledge,  Daniel 
Moigan,  Lewis  R.  Morris,  Anthony  New,  Harrison  G. 
Otis>  Isaac  Parker,  Josiah  Parker,  John  iteed,  John  Rut- 
ledge,  Jan.,  James  Schureman,  Samuel  Sewall,  William 
Shepard,  Thomas  Sinnickson,  Samuel  Sitgreaves,  Na- 
thaniel Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  Richard  Sprigg,  jr., 
Richard  Stanford,  George  Thatcher,  Richard  Thomas, 
Mark  Thomson,  Thomas  Tillinghast,  John  Trigg,  John 
E.  Van  Alen,  Abraham  Venii^le,  Peleg  Wadsworth, 
and  John  Williams 

Nats — Lemuel  Benton,  Stephen  Bullock,  Demsey 
Borges,  William  Charles  Cole  Claiborne,  Thomas  T. 
Davis,  John  Fowler,  Jonathan  N.  Havens,  Joseph 
Heister,  Matthew  Locke,  Matthew  Lyon,  Nathaniel 
Maeon,  Blair  McClenachan,  Joseph  McDowell,  William 
Smith,  Thomas  Snmter,  Abram  Trigg,  PhiKp  Van 
Cortlandt,  Joseph  B.  Vamnm,  and  Robert  Williams. 

Besolved,  That  the  title  be,  "An  act  to  provide 
for  the  valuation  of  lands  and  dwelling  nouses, 
and  the  enumeration  of  slaves,  within  the  United 
States." 

SUNDRY  BHiLS  PASSED. 
The  bill  to  authorize  the  defence  of  merchant 
vessels  against  French  depredatious ;  and  the  bill 
to  amend  the  act  to  provide  a  Naval  Armament ; 
and  the  act  to  authorize  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  to  cause  to  be  purchased,  or  built,  a 
number  of  small  vessels,  to  be  equipped  as  galleys 
or  otherwise,  were  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 
The  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  sup- 
plementary to  the  act  for  providing  an  uniform 
rale  of  naturfldization,  were  taken  up  and  agreed  to. 


NORTHWESTERN  LANDS. 

Mr.  Gallatin,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  letter  of  Rufus  Putnam,  Surveyor 
Greneral  of  the  United  States,  suggesting  the  pro- 
priety of  repealing  that  part  of  the  law  providing 
for  the  sale  of  laq4  northwest  of  the  river  Ohio, 
which  requires  the  north  and  south  lines,  d^.,  to 
be  run  according  to  the  true  meridian,  on  account 
of  the  difficulty  attending  it,  reported  it  as  their 
opinion,  that  it  would  be  improper  to  repeal  that 
part  of  the  law. 

The  same  gentleman,  from  the  committee  ap- 
pointed to  inquire  into  what  progress  had  been 
made  in  the  law  for  the  sale  of  the  Northwestern 
lands,  and  whether  any  alteration  ought  to  be 
made  in  the  said  law,  reported  it  as  the  opinion  of 
the  committee,  that  any  alteration  which  mav  be 
proper  in  the  above  act,  ought  to  be  postponea  till 
next  session. 

Both  reports  were  committed. 

The  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  for 
the  better  collection  of  certain  internal  revenues, 
were  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 


THURsnAT,  June  14. 

A  bill  was  received  from  the  Senate,  author- 
izing the  President  pf  the  United  States  to  accept 
of  any  vessel  of  war  which  may  be  offered  to  him 
for  the  public  service,  in  addition  to  those  hereto- 
fore provided. 

Mr.  Sewall,  from  the  committee  appointed  to 
confer  with  the  Senate  on  the  subiect  of  an  ad- 
journment, reported  that  they  had  held  a  confer- 
ence with  the  committee  from  the  Senate,  the 
result  of  which  was — 

<<  That,  in  their  opinion,  it  is  probable  Congress  may 
adjourn  about  the  middle  of  July ;  at  least  until  the 
beginning  of  October  next ;  but  that  the  state  of  pub* 
lie  afiairs  renders  it  inexpedient  to  resolve  at  present 
upon  the  time  of  adjournment." 

POST  OFFICES. 

Mr.  Thatcher  called  up  the  resolution  which 
he  some  time  ago  laid  upon  the  table,  directing 
the  Postmaster  Ueneral  to  prepare  and  report  at 
the  next  session,  such  a  system  as  shall  comprise 
in  one  all  the  laws  heretofore  passed  on  the  sub- 
ject of  post  offices  and  post  roads,  adding  to  his 
report  such  other  new  roads  as  he  thinks  it  would 
be  expedient  to  establish  ;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  T.  then  moved  to  refer  all  the  petitions 
which  had  been  presented  to  the  House  on  this 
subject,  to  the  Postmaster  General ;  which  was 
also  agreed  to. 

COLLECTION  OF  INTERNAL  REVENUE. 

The  House  went  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  report  of  tbe  committee  to  whom 
were  referred  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to 
the  bill  for  the  more  effectual  collection  of  certain 
internal  revenues,  and,  after  spending  some  time 
therein,  reported  their  disagreement  to  the  first, 
and  their  agreement  to  the  second,  of  the  Senate's 
amendments  y  which  report  was  concurred  in  by 
the  House. 
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ARMS  FOR  MILITIA. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  providiDg  arms 
for  the  militia  throughout  the  United  States,  Mr. 
SiTGREAVES  in  the  Chair ;  when 

Mr.  CoiT.  not  seeine  any  necessity  for  passing 
this  bill,  moved  to  strike  out  the  first  section. 

Mr.  Dayton  (the  Speaker)  could  not  gjive  his 
assent  to  the  first  section,  ana  was  rather  m  favor 
of  striking  it  out,  because  it  would  be  found  in 
practice  very  inconvenient  for  the  United  States 
to  become  the  retailers  of  arms  to  the  extent  therein 
nroposed.  He  called  upon  gentlemen  to  reflect 
for  a  moment  upon  the  expense  of  transporting 
them  to  every  aivision  of  the  militia,  which  in 
many  cases  would  require  a  land  carriage  of  two 
or  three  hundred  miles.  And  let  it  be  also  taken 
into  consideration  how  many  of  the  muskets  mutt 
be  injured  materially  by  such  transportation,  and 
rendered  utterly  unnt  for  service  until  repaired. 
Armorers  must,  therefore,  be  sent  with  every  par- 
ed of  arms  into  the  interior  of  the  United  States, 
and  held  in  constant  pay,  not  merely  to  repair  the 
damages  sustained  by  trans{>ortation,  but  to  ex- 
pose them  frequently  to  the  air,  and  to  keep  them 
free  frorm  rust,  to  wnich  they  must  be  constantly 
exposed.  If  they  should  be  scattered  abroad  in 
parcels  throughout  the  country,  as  this  section  re- 
quired, it  was  very  uncertain  whether  the  militia 
would  buy  the  arms,  with  the  additional  expense 
laid  on  tnem  for  transportation,  and  those  thus 
unsold  would  consequently  be  useless  both  to  the 
public  and  individuals,  or  mast  after  some  time  be 
brought  back  to  the  public  armories,  with  an  ex- 
pense equal  to  their  first  cost.  The  plan  contained 
m  the  first  section  was,  therefore,  the  worst  that 
eould  be  proposed,  and  ought  to  be  essentially 
ahercfd  or  struck  out. 

Mr.  McDowell  hoped  the  section  would  not 
be  struck  out.  He  supposed  it  must  be  the  wish 
of  every  gentleman  that  the  militia  throughout 
the  country  should  be  well  armed.  In  some  parts 
of  the  Union  it  is  well  known  that  this  is  not  the 
case  at  present,  and  some  provision  ou^ht  to  be 
made  for  supplying  the  deficiency.  The  gentle- 
man from  New  Jersey  had  said  that  the  States  or 
individaals  ought  themselves  to  procure  arms 
from  the  manufactarers ;  but,  in  those  parts  of  the 
country  where  these  arms  are  chiefly  wanted, 
there  are  no  manufactories  from  whicn  they  can 
be  purchased ;  therefore  it  would  be  well  for  the 
Government  to  undertake  to  supply  them.  The 
expense  of  transportation  by  land  would  certainly 
be  great ;  but  it  ought  to  be  encountered,  because, 
if  it  is  not  done  in  the  first  instance,  if  the  service 
of  the  militia  is  wanted,  they  must  have  arms  sent 
to  them^  where  arms  are  wanting.  Besides,  the 
expense  of  transportation  would  be  added  to  the 
price  of  the  arms.  A.s  co  the  difficulty  which  would 
attend  the  keeping  of  arms  in  order,  though  it 
would  be  attended  with  some  trouble,  he  could  not 
think  it  would  be  so  great  as  it  had  been  repre- 
sented. 

Mr.  Shepard  said  the  committee  who  reported 
this  bill,  were  induced  do  to  it  from  a  persuasion 
that  the  Southern  States  are  in  want  of^rms,  and 


have  not  an  opportunity  of  purchasing  them.  In 
the  Eastern  States,  Mr.  S.  said,  they  had  suffi- 
cient manufactories  of  arms,  from  whence  Gov- 
ernment might  purchase,  and  furnish  the  desired 
supply.  The  committee  did  not  forget  the  incon- 
veniences mentioned  by  the  gentleman  from  New 
Jersey,  but,  notwithstanding  these,  they  were  of 
opinion  that  Government  ought  to  undertake  the 
business,  especially  since  it  would  be  attended 
with  little  or  no  expense  in  the  end,  as  the  money 
laid  out  (or  lent  for  a  time)  would  be  retumeo, 
when  the  arms  shall  be  sold. 
Mr.  S.  Smith  felt  some  of  the  inconveniences 

Cointed  out  by  the  gentleman  from  New  Jersey ; 
ut  when  it  is  recollected  that  all  the  manufacto- 
ries of  small  arms  either  are.  or  doubtless  will  be, 
engaged  in  public  service,  tne  necessity  and  pro- 
priety of  Government  undertaking  this  business 
will  appear  evident ;  for,  if  it  be  desirable  that  the 
militia  should  be  well  armed,  and  it  undoubtedly 
is  so,  Government  ought  to  aid  the  people  in  the 
purchase.  Mr.  S.  asked  what  was  done  in  the  late 
insurrection  ?  One  part  of  the  militia  called  upon 
were  not  completely  armed,  and  Government  was 
obliged  to  transport  arms  from  the  arsenals  of  the 
United  States ;  and  it  would  be  better  to  do  this 
while  we  are  at  peace,  than  after  we  shall  be  en- 
gaged in  war,  e^cially  as  the  people  would  now 
purchase  their  own  arms ;  but,  if  they  were  su^ 
plied  by  Government  in  case  of  emergency,  it 
would  be  at  public  expense.  Mr.  S.  was,  there- 
fore, decidedly  in  favor  of  the  measure. 

Mr.  Harrison  said  that  a  little  time  ago  it  was 
dangerous  for  gentlemen  to  speak  about  savinj^ 
expense,  as  any  man  who  did  so,  was  immedi^ 
ately  charged  with  wishing  to  give  up  his  country 
to  a  foreign  enemy.  But  now,  when  a  plan  is  on 
foot  to  supply  the  Southern  States  with  arms, 
though  no  expense  will  eventually  attend  it,  a 
loud  cry  is  made  against  the  expense  which  will 
be  incurred.  Though  gentlemen  are  perfectlj^ 
willing  to  incur  the  expense  of  a  standing  army, 
they  are  unwilling  to  risk  a  small  loss  which  mav 
accrue  from  carrying  into  efiect  the  proposed 
measure  for  supplying  such  of  the  militia  as  waat 
them  with  arms.  For  what  purpose  are  these 
arms  wanted  ?  For  the  defence  of  the  liberty  and 
independence  of  the  country ;  and  yet  gentlemeii 
now  speak  of  expense.  At  the  present  crisb  of 
danger,  when  all  allow  that  the  Southern  States 
are  most  likely  to  be  attacked,  and  the  militia  of 
those  States  want  arms,  and  asked  for  them,  when 
it  is  proposed  to  dccommodate  them,  expense  is 
held  up  as  an  objection.  He  trusted,  when  gentle* 
men  considered  the  situation  of  the  Southern 
States,  and  that  they  contain  within  their  own 
bosom  a  dangerous  enemy,  they  will  not  persist  in 
their  opposition  to  a  measure  calculated  to  remedy 
this  defect ;  that  they  will  not  exhibit  to  the  world 
a  strange  inconsistency  in  a  free  country,  viz: 
that  the  General  Government  insists  upon  sending 
hired  standing  troops  into  the  Southern  States, 
against  the  wul  of  the  people,  but  at  the  same  time 
refuses  to  ffive  them  an  opportunity  of  purchasing 
arms  for  their  own  defence  I 
Mr.  Harper  believed  that  most,  if  not  all  of  the 
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inconyenieoces  set  forth  by  the  gentleman  from 
New  Jersey,  might  ))e  avoided,  and  the  object  of 
the  bill  attained.  These  inconvenienees  were 
supposed  to  arise  chiefly  from  a  lengthy  transport- 
ation of  those  arms  by  land.  Whatever  incon- 
Fenience  and  loss,  however,  miffht  attend  this  sup- 
ply, he  thought,  with  the  gentlemaD  from  Mary- 
land,  that  the  difficulty  ought  to  be  encountered 
now,  rather  than  in  a  state  of  war.  Besides,  if 
this  supply  is  withheld  until  the  arms  are  wanted, 
the  same  inconvenience  would  not  only  be  en- 
countered, but  the  arms  would  come  too  late  for 
the  people  to  use  them  in  training.  But  are  we, 
said  Mr.  H.,  obliged  to  incur  the  expense  of  land- 
carriage?  He  believed  not,  except  in  very  few 
instances.  Let  it  be  recollected  that  every  State, 
except  two,  borders  upon  the  sea,  and  tbiat  they 
are  penetrated  by  rivers,  which  are  to  a  certain  ex- 
tent navigable  b^  boats;  and  if  these  arms  were  sent 
into  some  town  in  every  State,  where  the  people 
could  get  supplied,  though  they  mifht  have  to  ride 
fifty  or  one  hundred  miles  for  the  supply,  they 
could  readily  depute  a  person  to  go  and  make  a 
purchase  of  all  that  mignt  be  wanted  in  a  neigh- 
Dorhood.  There  were,  to  be  sure,  a  few  excep- 
tions, in  which  cases  tne  expense  of  land  carriage 
must  be  incurred. 

Mr.  Dayton  said  that,  if  the  motion  to  strike 
out  the  second  section  was  withdrawn,  he  should 
not  object  to  their  proceeding  with  the  bill,  and 
endeavoring  to  make  it  as  unexceptionable  as  pos- 
sible. He  had  been  opposed  to  the  ffeneral  pro- 
ject of  it,  because  he  bdieved  it  would  rather  pre- 
vent than  promote  the  general  arming  of  the  mili- 
tia, and  would  remove  from  use,  as  well  as  put 
out  of  repair,  many  thousand  stands  of  the  public 
anns. 

Mr.  D.  declared  that  he  was  not  willing  to  do 
more  than  to  authorize  the  increase  of  the  number 
of  armories  and  arsenals,  so  that  there  might  be 
one  in  every  State,  where  it  might  be  deemed  safe 
and  practicable.  He  hoped  that  each  State  would 
take  measures  to  procure  arms  for  their  citizens. 
It  was  known  that  the  United  States  had  no  sur- 
plus of  this  important  instrument  of  war,  but,  on 
the  contrary,  were  deficient 

Mr.  Harper  knew  that  the  section  as  it  stands, 
without  amendment,  would  produce  ^reat  incon- 
venience:  but  he  also  knew  that  this  section  is 
oapable  of  a  very  simple  amendment,  which  would 
bring  the  bill  to  what  the  gentleman  from  New 
Jersey  wished. 

Mr.  CoiT  withdrew  his  motion. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  moved  to  strike  out  the  words, 
^<  in  due  proportion,"  which  was  immediately 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  Harper  moved  to  strike  out  the  words, 
^  within  each  divisison  of  the  militia  of  the 
State." 

Mr.  Yarnum  wished  a  division  of  the  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  RuTLEDGE  said,  as  some  of  the  Slates  could 
easily  supply  themselves,  they  did  not,  of  course, 
^ana  in  need  of  the  assistance  of  Government ; 
though  in  other  States,  where  arms  cannot  be  got, 
it  will  be  proper  to  send  them.    In  the  State  from 


which  he  came,  (South  Carolina,)  though  the  cit- 
izens in  the  lower  part  of  the  country  are  well 
armed,  the  inhabitants  of  the  back  country  are  in 
want  of  arms ;  and,  in  order  to  furnish  a  supply 
for  that  part  of  the  country,  the  Legislature  of 
that  State  had  appropriated  a  sum  of  money  for 
the  purchase  of  ten  thousand  stands  of  arms.  This 
money  now  lies  in  the  Treasury,  and  if  the  Gen- 
eral Government  could  send  this  quantity  of  arms 
to  that  State,  Ihey  would  be  immediately  paid  for. 
He  had  himself  applied  to  the  Executive  Depart- 
ment on  account  of  these  arms,  but  had  received 
for  answer,  that,  though  Grovernment  had  arms  in 
their  arsenals,  they  had  no  authority  to  sell  them, 
but,  if  this  law  passed  they  might  be  forwarded* 

Mr.  R.  said,  if  the  United  States  were  asked  ta 
supply  the  militia  at  their  own  expense  with  arms, 
some  objection  might  be  made  to  the  request ;  but 
as  they  were  only  requested  to  be  instrumental  in 
affording  the  supply,  without  bearing  ultimately 
any  part  of  the  expense,  he  thought  the  proposition 
could  not  reasonably  be  obiected  to. 

Mr.  Yarnum  did  not  believe  that  the  militia  of 
any  of  the  States  are  completely  armed;  and 
many  of  the  arms  which  they  have  are  of  differ- 
ent calibres.  In  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  he 
believed  those  persons  who  had  not  proper  arms 
could  not  ffet  them.  He  hoped,  therefore,  the 
arms  would  be  distributed  among  the  several 
States. 

Mr.  Brooks  did  not  think  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  had  any  reason  to  m  uneasy  on  this 
subject.  If  the  words  are  struck  out,  the  Presi- 
dent would,  doubtless,  distribute  them  where  they 
are  most  wanted,  and  where  the  people  will  m 
willing  to  purchase  them. 

Mr.  Macon  said,  that  he  had  supposed,  since 
the  words  "  due  proportion,"  were  struck  out,  that 
the  words  now  moved  to  be  dispensed  with,  would 
have  gone  out  of  course.  This,  he  said,  was  one 
of  those  kind  of  bills  which  are  calculated  to  bene- 
fit the  whole  Union.  Those  States  which  mano- 
facture  arms,  will  be  benefited  by  the  sale  of  them 
to  other  States  which  want  them,  and  they  will 
he  benefited  by  the  supply.  There  was  very  lit- 
tle chance  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  from 
whence  he  came,  being  invaded ;  but  -if  either  of 
the  neighboring  States  were  atucked.  he  supposed 
the  people  of  his  State  would  be  called  Ujpon  for 
assistance ;  and  when  they  were  so  called  upon, 
he  was  desirous  that  thev  should  be  well  armed, 
and  ready  to  obey  the  call. 

Questions  on  both  parts  of  the  amendment  were 
put,  and  carried. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  wished,  from  what  had  falleii. 
from  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr. 
RuTLBDGE,)  to  Strike  out  the  word  "  out,**  and  to 
insert "  to  the  Government  of  the  respective  States^ 
or." 

Mr.  Thatcher  did  not  know  why  the  Gkneral 
Government  should  be  put  to  the  trouble  and  ex- 
pense of  providing  arms  for  the  State  Goyerar 
ments.  The  original  object  was  to  provide  amis 
for  such  individuals  of  the  States  as  should  choose 
to  purchase  them,  and  he  thought  that  ol^if  et  oqght 
not  to  be  extended  to  the  State  Governments. 
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Mr.  T.  Claiborne  said,  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  must  have  a  very  fertile  imagina- 
tion, indeed,  if  he  could  suppose  that  the  State 
Qovernments  could  want  arms  for  any  other  pur- 
pose besides  that  of  distributing  amongst  the  peo- 
ple ;  and,  at  this  time,  he  thought  it  proper  that 
arms  should  be  put  into  the  hands  of  the  people, 
and  that  those  who  are  not  able  to  pay  for  them 
should  have  them  given  to  them. 

Mr.  Batard  hoped  this  amendment  would  be 
agreed  to.  The  object  of  the  bill  was  to  place 
arms  in  the  hands  of  those  who  want  thein,  and 
this  object  would  be  accomplished,  whether  they 
are  sold  to  individuals,  or  to  the  State  Govern- 
ments. If  gentlemen  supposed  the  Governments 
of  the  States  could  readily  get  supplied,  they  are 
mistaken.  He  could  speak  with  certainty  as  to 
the  State  from  which  he  came.  He  knew  money 
had  been  appropriated  for  purchasing  arms  for 
their  quota  of  the  militia.  He  knew  the  Govern- 
or of  that  State  came  to  this  city,  to  endeavor  to 
make  a  contract  for  these  arms,  out  he  fqiund  all 
wer^  engaged  for  the  Gk>vernment  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  money  yet  lies  in  the  Treasury  of 
the  State.  He  hoped,  therefore,  no  further  oppo- 
sition would  be  made  to  it. 

Mr.  KiTTERA  said,  the  State  of  Pennsylvania 
had  appropriated  money  for.  twenty  thousand 
stand  or  arms ;  one  half  to  be  purchased  within 
the  United  States,  and  the  other  half  to  be  import- 
ed. Those  which  were  ordered  to  be  purchased 
within  the  United  States  had  been  purchased ;  but 
the  contracts  abroad,  he  believed,  had  failed ;  and 
he  believed  the  State  Government  is  anxious  to 
complete  the  order. 

Mr.  Thatcher  said,  he  did  not  oppose  the 
amendment,  because  he  wished  to  prevent  the 
State  €k)vemments  from  purchasing  any  (quantity 
of  arms  they  pleased  ;  but  he  did  not  think  this 
was  the  best  way  of  bringing  arms  into  the  hands 
of  the  people.  He  thought  the  State  Governments 
might  as  well  go  to  the  manufacturers,  or  send  their 
orders  abroad  themselves,  as  to  employ  the  Gen- 
eral Gbvernment  to  do  the  business  for  them. 

The  question  was  put,  and  carried  without  a 
division. 

Mr.  Datton  proposed  a  new  section,  author- 
izing the  President,  in  case  all  or  any  part  of  the 
arms  remain  unsold,  to  cause  them  to  be  delivered 
to  such  of  the  militia  as  may  want  them  when  call- 
ed into  actual  service;  proper  receipts  and  securi- 
ties being  taken  for  returnmg  the  same. 
It  was  carried — 57  votes  being  for  it. 
The  question  on  filling  the  blank  containing  the 
number  of  arms  to  be  provided,  being  under  con- 
sideration, 

Mr.  Harper  hoped  it  would  be  filled  with 
100,000  stands.  He  thought  that  number  might 
be  well  distributed  throughout  the  United  States. 
They  were  to  serve  a  double  purpose,  it  would  be 
recollected,  viz :  they  are  not  only  to  be  sold,  but 
to  arm  such  of  the  militia  as  may  stand  in  need 
of  them  whenever  they  shall  be  called  into  actual 
service. 

Mr.  RnTLBDGB  thought  this  would  be  by  far  too 
large  a  number ;  they  would  require  more  money 


than  could  be  well  spared  for  the  purpose  ;  they 
would  cost  from  14,000  to  16,000  dollars.  He  be- 
lieved 30,000  stands  would  be  sufficient. 

Mr.  T.  Claiborne  thought  25.000  or  30,000 
would  be  enough. 

Mr.  Otis  was  opinion  that  if  such  a  number 
was  agreed  to,  and  the  President  of  the  United 
States  was  authorized  to  apply  the  money  re- 
ceived from  those  which  are  unsold,  in  purchasing 
a  fresh  quantity,  so  as  to  keep  the  sum  now  ap> 
propriated  as  a  fund  to  be  constantly  employed  m 
the  purchase  of  arms,  until  the  people  in  all  parts 
of  the. Union  shall  be  well  supplied  with  them,  the 
provision  would  be  sufficient. 

Mr.  Kittera  was  against  100,000.  He  be- 
lieved that  number  would  cost  little  less  than 
$2,000,000. 

Mr.  Harper  withdrew  his  motion  for  100,000, 
and  the  sense  of  the  House  was  taken  on  50,000. 
and  negatived,  there  being  only  twenty  votes  for 
it.  30,000  were  then  moved  and  carried— 44  to  28^ 
Mr.  SHEPARn  believed  they  could  be  purchased 
for  twelve  dollars  a  stand,  and  therefore  moved  to 
fill  the  blank  to  contain  the  sum  proposed  to  be 
applied  for  the  purchase  of  those  arms,  $400,000. 
Agreed  to. 

Mr.  Otis  made  a  motion  to  carry  his  purpose 
into  effect,  of  having  this  sum  constantly  employed 
as  a  fund  for  the  purchase  of  arms. 

It  was  negatived,  there  being  only  twenty  yoies 
for  it. 

The  committee  then  rose,  and  the  House  took 

up  the  amendments.    Coming  to  the  new  section^ 

Mr.  S.  Smith  could  see  no  occasion  for  this 

section,  as  there  was  a  similar  one  introduced  in 

the  law  for  raising  a  provisional  army. 

Mr.  Harper  said,  tnere  was  considerable  differ- 
ence between  this  section  and  the  one  alluded  to 
in  a  former  act.  By  that  provision  the  arms  could 
not  be  delivered  to  the  people  unless  required  by 
the  Governor  of  a  State ;  and  it  might  happen 
that  the  President  would  think  it  necessary  to 
call  out  the  militia,  when  the  Governor  of  some 
particular  State  might  not  think  it  necessary. 
When  the  volunteers  are  in  want  of  arms,  the 
President  is  authorized  to  supply  them  on  request 
of  the  volunteers ;  but,  with  respect  to  the  militia, 
the  concurrent  authority  of  the  Governor  of  a 
State  is  necessary.  Mr.  H.  thought  this  a  defect 
in  the  law  which  ought  to  be  remedied. 

Mr.  Kittera  suggested  the  propriety  of  recom- 
mitting this  bill,  in  order  to  give  the  Speaker,  who 
was  the  author  of  this  section,  an  opportunity 
of  speaking  in  reply  to  the  observations  urged 
against  it. 

The  motion  was  negatived^2  to  28. 
Mr.  EnMONu  said,  he  understood  the  object  of 
this  bill  to  be  to  provide  arms  to  be  sold  out  to 
suah  individuals  or  State  Governments  as  choose 
to  become  purchasers,  byplacinff  them  in  conve- 
nient situations  in  the  different  States ;  but,  if  thia 
section  is  introduced  into  the  bill,  it  will  operate 
as  a  discouragement  to  the  purchase  of  these 
amis,  because  when  the  State  Governments  and 
individuals  see  that  if  they  do  not  purchase  arms 
for  themselves,  they  wUl,  in  case  of  necessity^ 
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have  them  put  into  the  hands  of  those  who  want 
them,  they  will  not  of  course  be  very  ea^er  to 
purchase,  and  the  arms  will  lie  undisposed  of  at 
the  risk  and  loss  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  SiTGREAYEs  Said,  an  objection  had  been 
brought  against  this  bill,  which  he  thought  had 
some  weight,  viz :  that  though  these  arms  were 
proposed  to  be  sold,  there  was  no  obligation  upon 
the  people  to  purchase  them,  and  therefore  a  clause 
ought  to  be  mtroduced  for  placing  such  arms  as 
may  remain  in  any  part  of  tne  country  unsold  in 
the  hands  of  the  people,  in  case  of  emergency. 
For  this  purpose  this  clause  had  been  introduced 
in  the  Committee  of  the  Whole.  Mr.  S,  said,  the 
idea  of  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  was  a 
correct  one,  that,  without  this  clause,  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  could  only  dispose  of 
these  arms  bv  sale.  However  urgent  an  occasion 
might  arise,  ne  could  not  put  them  into  the  hands 
of  me  militia  without  the  concurrence  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive of  a  State ;  and  he  believed,  if  gentlemen 
wished  this  bill  to  pass  at  all,  it  would  be  neces- 
sary to  have  this  clause  inserted. 

Mr.  R.  Williams  was  in  favor  of  retaining  this 
clause. 

Mr.  EuMONn  again  expressed  his  opinion  against 
the  section. 

After  a  few  words  in  favor  of  the  clause  from 
Mr.  Craik,  the  question  was  put  and  carried,  there 
being  54  votes  for  it. 

Mr.  Allen  moved  to  strike  out  the  following 
words,  "which  shall  be  deposited  at  suitable 
{daces."  He  thought  them  very  vague.  They 
might  mean  suitaMe  for  safekeeping,  or  suitable 
for  sale.  If  they  meant  that  the  arms  should  be 
i^ced  in  suitable  places  for  sale  in  every  State, 
be  should  be  opposed  to  it.  He  did  not  wish  to 
have  these  arms  sent  all  over  the  Union,  but  to 
have  them  left  at  the  disposal  of  the  President. 
The  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Davis,)  for 
instance,  could  not  wish  to  have  them  sent  there, 
because  bis  constituents,  according  to  his  own  ac- 
count, are  not  liable  to  purchase  them. 

The  Speaker  declared  this  motion  out  of  order. 

Mr.  Allen  then  moved  to  add  the  words  "  for 
safekeening." 

Mr.  Harper  was  sorry  the  gentleman  from 
Connecticut  should  quarrel  with  the  bill,  because 
it  was  proposed  to  accommodate  the  purchasers 
of  these  arms  as  much  as  possible.  He  thought 
the  bill  was  founded  altogether  on  this  ground  of 
accommodation ;  and  as  the  President  would  now 
hare  the  disposal  of  the  arms  according  to  his 
own  discretion,  he  thought  the  bill  stood  very 
well  at  present. 

Mr.  Allen  withdrew  his  motion,  and  the  bill 
was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

PROVISIONAL  ARMY. 

Mr.  Sewall  now  called  the  order  of  the  day  on 
the  bill  supplementary  to,  and  to  amend  the  act 
authorizing  the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
raise  a  provisional  army.    The  House  accord- 

ffly  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the 

fhole  on  that  bill ;  when 


Mr.  Sheparu  moved  to  strike  out  the  first  sec- 
tion of  the  bill. 

Mr.  McDowell  seconded  the  motion.  It  was 
one  he  was  himself  prepared  to  have  made.  He 
thought  the  bill  highly  exceptionable.  It  is  pro- 
vided by  this  bill  that  the  volunteers  shall  not  be 
subject  to  the  militia  training  which  the  States 
have  a  right  to  put  them  under.  If  these  volun- 
teers are,  indeed,  to  be  considered  as  a  standing 
army,  then  they  are  free  from  the  authority  of  the 
States ;  but  if  they  are  not  to  be  thus  considered, 
to  excuse  them  from  militia  training  would  be 
an  interference  with  State  authority,  which  was 
altogether  unallowable,  and  would  have  a  ten- 
dency to  destroy  the  militia,  which  had  hitherto 
always  been  considered  as  the  sure  defence  of  the 
country.  To  excuse  these  volunteers  from  militia 
duty,  would  also  create  a  distinction  between 
them  and  the  militia,  which  he  was  apprehensive 
would  produce  the  most  unhappy  effects. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  said,  if  he  could  consider  these 
volunteers  as  part  of  the  militia  of  the  United 
States,  he  should  agree  in  opinion  with  the  gen- 
.tleman  last  up;  but  he  considered  them  not  as  a 
part  of  the  militia,  but  as  regular  troops,  bound  to 
do  regular  service  for  two  years,  after  they  are 
accepted  by  the  President.  Surely,  then,  while 
men  stand  thus  pledged  for  the  public  service,  it 
would  be  very  unreasonable,  indeed,  to  call  upon 
them  to  do  militia  duty,  and  fine  them  for  the 
neglect  of  doing  it,  for  they  could  not  perform 
both  services. 

Mr.  Sewall  remarked  that  these  volunteers, 
though  they  would  not  be  subject  to  the  articles 
of  war  until  they  came  into  actual  service,  would 
nevertheless,  according  to  this  bill,  be  subject  to 
rules  and  regulations  to  be  established  by  the  Pre- 
sident, whicn  he  supposed  would  be  founded  on 
the  articles  of  war.  It  must,  therefore,  appear  to 
be  reasonable  to  excuse  them  from  militia  duty. 

Mr.  Sheparu  objected  to  this  clause;  because, 
in  the  first  place,  it  makes  a  call  to  the  whole  of 
the  militia  to  comfe  forward  and  make  an  ofier  of 
their  service  to  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
which,  if  complied  with  to  any  extent,  would 
have  tne  effect  of  destroying  altogether  the  State 
authority  with  respect  to  the  militia,  and  would 
convert  the  whole  into  a  standing  army,  and,  con- 
sequently, violate  the  Constitution.  If  the  law 
could  be  so  modified  as  to  be  made  agreeable  to 
the  Constitution,  he  should  not  object  to  it ;  but, 
at  present,  he  thought  it  indirect  violation  of  that 
provision  which  says,  the  training  of  the  militia 
shall  be  left  to  the  individual  States;  for  this  bill 
proposes  that  these  men  shall  be  called  by  another 
name,  taken  from  their  old  officers,  and  placed 
under  such'  as  shall  be  appointed  by  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  and  its  certain  efiect  must 
be  to  create  disunion  between  the  Slates  and  the 
General  Government. 

Mr.  Harper  said,  that  gentlemen  who  spoke 
against  this  bill  had  taken  an  erroneous  view  of 
the  subject  They  spoke  as  if  these  volunteers 
were  to  be  excused  from  service,  whereas  they 
will  be  subject  to  much  severer  exercise  than  the 
militia,  not  only  when  called  into^actual  service. 
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but  in  tbe  mean  time,  and  thev  will  therefore  un- 
dergo a  more  rigid  discipline  tnan  ever  the  militia 
are  called  to.  They  ou^ht  certainly,  therefore,  to 
be  exempted  from  militia  duty. 

Besides,  Mr.  H.  said,  he  looked  upon  these  corps 
as  a  much  better  defence  than  the  ordinary  militia 
could  afford ;  and  those  gentlemen  who  spoke  of 
the  militia  as  being  a  sufficient  defence  for  the 
country,  he  would  refer  to  the  fate  of  the  Canton 
of  Berne,  from  which  thev  will  find  that  some- 
tbin^  more  than  spirit  ana  bravery  is  necessary. 
It  will  be  seen  that  nothing  can  be  effected  with- 
out discipline,  for  though  the  people  of  Berne,  as- 
■sisted  by  their  wives  and  sisters,  defended  them- 
^ves  bravely  with  their  scythes  and  pitchforks, 
they  were  mown  down  by  the  superior  discipline 
and  order  of  the  enemy ;  so  that  for  want  of  ener- 
gy and  decision  in  their  Grovernment.  and  discip- 
une  in  their  troops,  they  were  crusned  and  de- 
stroyed. This  example  he  thought  so  strikingly 
in  point,  that  he  was  astonished  any  gentleman 
should  be  found  here  to  advocate  similar  tempor- 
izing measures. 

Mr.  H.  had  no  doubt  that  our  militia  are  as 
brave  a  set  of  men  as  any  in  the  world ;  but  cour- 
age alone  will  not  avail — undisciplined  courage 
placed  against  veteran  troops,  as  in  the  instance 
just  mentioned,  would  be  certain  to  fail ;  it  would 
only  give  the  enemy  the  trouble  of  killing  such  a 
force,  and  filling  the  ditches  with  their  dead  bo- 
dies. In  proportion,  therefore,  as  you  impart  to 
the  people  discipline,  organization,  command,  and 
military  habits,  you  produce  an  effectual  detence 
for  the  country.  It  was  on  this  account  that  he 
was  so  favorably  impressed  with  respect  to  the 
volunteers,  and  that  he  advocated  the  present  bill. 

Mr.  Macon  wished  the  gentleman  trom  Soutb 
Carolina  had  examined  the  Constitutional  ques- 
tion, instead  of  referring  the  House  to  the  fate  of 
Berne.  Whatever  energy  it  might  be  necessary 
to  exert,  it  ought  to  be  exerted  according  to  tbe 
Constitution.  He  thoufi'ht  the  present  bill  a  di- 
rect violation  of  it  If  these  volunteers  are  regu- 
lars, there  is  no  occasion  for  this  clause,  as  the 
Suxe  cannot  call  upon  regular  soldiers  to  do  mili- 
tia duty ;  so  that  tnis  law,  and  the  committee  who 
formed  it  must  have  considered  them  as  a  part  of 
the  militia. 

This,  Mr.  M.  said,  was  the  same  question  which 
was  formerly  under  discussion,  on  the  original 
bill;  and  he  had  not  altered  his  opinion  of  its  un- 
constitutionality. 

Mr.  Sheparo  said,  this  bill  was  not  only  un- 
constitutional, but  would  create  much  disturbance 
and  uneasiness  in  the  country.  He  could  not  but 
be  much  obliged  to  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  (Mr.  Harper)  for  bis  lecture  on  milita- 
ry duty ;  but  he  believed  he  (Mr.  S.)  had  forgot- 
ten more  than  that  gentleman  ever  knew,  and 
therefore  did  not  want  his  instructions.  He  be- 
Ueyed  the  militia  are,  in  general,  much  better 
ti«ined  and  disciplined  than  they  would  be  in  the 
form  of  volunteers ;  but  it  seemed  as  if  no  man 
could  be  a  ffood  officer,  unless  he  received  his 
commission  irom  the  President.  He  saw  no  foun- 
dation for  such  an  idea. 


Mr.  Bayard  said,  whatever  name  is  given  to 
these  volunteer  corps,  whetber  they  shall  be  call- 
ed regular  troops,  or  not,  there  cannot  now  be  a 
doubt  that  they  are  not  to  be  considered  as  militia, 
because,  by  the  law  authorizing  the  President  to 
raise  a  provi.^ional  army,  he  is  directed  to  appoint 
the  officers,  and  the  Constitution  is  positive  that 
the  officers  of  the  militia  cannot  be  appointed 
other  than  by  the  States. 

Mr.  B.  supposed  the  gentleman  from  North  Car- 
olina (Mr.  Macon)  did  not  mean  to  say  that  the 
Legislature  of  the  United  States  could  not  exempt 
persons  from  a  performance  of  military  duty.  A 
proof  to  the  contrary  might  be  found  in  the  mili- 
tia law.  It  was  clear,  tnerefore,  that  the  House 
had  a  right  to  excuse  volunteers  from  militia  duty, 
and  the  only  question  was  as  to  the  reasonable- 
ness and  propriety  of  doin^  so ;  and  he  thought 
this  must  be  very  evident  from  the  impossibiRtv 
there  would  be  of  their  complying  with  botn 
laws. 

Mr.  Harper  wished  to  add  one  word  in  reply 
to  what  had  fallen  from  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts, in  relation  to  bimself.  That^ntle- 
man,  whom  he  knew  held  a  considerable  military 
command,  must  have  forgotten  more  military 
knowledge  than  he  ever  knew,  because  he  never 
knew  any;  and  because  tbat  eentleman  seemed  to 
possess  but  little  at  present ;  but  he  did  not  know 
that  it  was  necessary  to  have  a  practical  knowl- 
edge of  tnilitary  affairs  to  determine  that  nothing 
can  be  done  by  way  of  defence  without  discipline. 
He  believed  he  might  form  as  correct  an  opinion 
on  that  point  as  if  were  possessed  of  all  the  mili- 
tary knowledge  which  that  gentleman  says  he  has 
forgotten. 

Mr.  Gallatin  observed,  there  was  one  point  of 
view  in  which  this  subject  had  not  been  consi- 
dered. If  he  understood  the  law  which  had  been 
passed  on  this  subject,  bis  ideas  were  the  same^ 
with  respect  to  the  volunteers,  as  those  of  the  gen- 
tlemen from  Delaware  and  Nfaryland,  viz:  not 
that  they  are  a  part  of  the  militia,  but  a  part  of 
the  Army  of  the  United  States ;  for,  if  they  had 
been  considered  as  a  part  of  the  militia,  the  law 
would  have  been  unconstitutional,  by  giving  the 
power  of  appointing  officers  to  the  President,  in- 
stead of  reserving  it  to  the  several  States,  as  the 
Constitution  directs.  He,  therefore,  considered 
that  point  as  decided,  viz :  that  these  volunteers 
are  a  part  of  the  Army  of  the  United  States ;  but 
the  section  now  under  consideration  ^oes  to  de- 
clare, that  such  of  the  rolimteers  as  shall  submit 
to  certain  rules  ot  discipline,  shall  be  exempt  from 
militia  duty,  and,  therefore,  such  as  shall  not 
choose  to  submit  to  these  rules,  are  to  be  conn- 
dered  as  liable  to  do  militia  duty.  In  that  view, 
it  was  perfectly  inconsistent  witn  the  bill  passed. 
He  conceived  that  the  moment  a  person  enlisted 
himself  as  a  volunteer,  he  was  exempt  from  mili- 
tia duty. 

This  bill,  he  understood,  bad  been  introduced 
to  rectify  a  defect  in  the  original  law.  A  ffreat 
deal  had  been  said  about  the  great  effect  of  dis- 
cipline, and  of  the  fate  of  Berne,  which  he  thougbt 
Wnolly  irrelevant    When  tbe  original  bill  i 
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forinerl]^  under  consideration,  it  was  objected 
aj^ost  it  that  it  did  not  provide  sufficient  reffula- 
tions  for  the  government  of  these  corps.  This  is 
found  now  to  be  the  case,  and  the  deficiency  is  pro- 

g>8ed  to  be  supplied.  How  is  this  to  be  done  ? 
y  submitting  to  such  rules  and  regulations  as 
the  President  shall  appoint,  or  if  volunteers  shall 
neglect  to  do  it,  they  are  to  be  subject  to  militia 
doty.  He  neither  thought  this  right  or  proper. 
He  thought  it  ought  to  l^  made  positive  that  the 
Tolunteers  should  conform  to  the  rules  laid  down 
by  the  President,  instead  of  leaving  the  matter  at 
larffe ;  for  having  once  deter  mined  the  volunteers 
to  oe  standing  troops,  by  authorizing  the  Presi- 
dent to  appomt  the  omcera,  they  cannot  any 
longer  be  considered  as  at  all  appertaining  to  the 
militia.  The  section  ought,  therefore,  either  to 
be  amended  or  rejected. 

Mr.  Dana  thought  the  section  stood  very  well 
at  present.  Ev'erv  volunteer,  while  he  remained 
such,  must,  according  to  this  bill,  conform  to  the 
regulations  of  the  President.  Gentlemen  still 
brought  up  the  Question  as  to  what  these  corps 
ought  to  be  called.  They  might  call  them  what 
they  pleased,  if  they  did  not  call  them  "  an  army 
which  will  flee  before  the  enemies  of  their  coun- 
try." As  to  the  volunteers  performing  the  duty 
ot  militiamen,  as  well  as  the  duty  of  their  own 
corps,  it  would  be  utterly  impossible  to  do  it ;  but, 
if  any  volunteer  declined  comp^lying  with  the  re- 
gulations laid  down  by  the  President  for  their  gov- 
ernment, he  would  be  turned  back  to  the  militia; 
for  it  was  not  intended  that  any  volunteer  should 
perform  a  grudging  service. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  hoped  the  section  would  not  be 
struck  out,  but  that  it  would  be  amended  in  the 
way  proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
Yania. 

Mr.  Varnum  thought  the  objections  to  this  sec- 
tion might  be  removed  by  an  amendment  in  the 
way  proposed.  The  objections  made  by  his  col- 
league, (Mr.  Sheparu,)  and  other  gentlemen, 
would  have  been  very  proper  when  the  original 
bill  was  under  consideration ;  but,  at  present,  he 
did  not  think  they  were  applicable.  He  had  him- 
self at  that  time  objected  to  this  corps ;  but  as  it 
had  been  agreed  to,  and  as  it  would  be  looked 
upon  in  no  other  li^ht  than  as  standing  troops — 
and  troops,  too,  which  would  be  first  csuled  upon 
in  case  of  any  Emergency — it  would  be  wholly 
inconsistent  to  make  them  liable  to  militia  duty. 

The  question  on  striking  out  was  put,  and  neg- 
ati7ed--46  to  26. 

^The  question  now  came  up  on  the  proposition 
f<Nr  loanmg  arms  to  the  volunteers;  when 

Mr.  Gallatin  said,  it  had  been  provided  by 
the  law  for  raisins;  a  provisional  army,  that,  in 
case  any  of  the  volunteers  shall  be  called  into  ser- 
vice, before  they  eet  possession  of  arm&  the  Presi- 
dent is  authorized  to  loan  to  them  field  artillery, 
arms,  and  accoutrements;  but  the  provision  in 
this  bill  proposes  that  these  arms  may  be  loaned 
for  the  purpose  of  training.  This  be  did  not  think 
prudent,  as  it  would  operate  as  a  discouragement 
to  the  purchase  of  anas  by  the  volunteers  them- 
selves, and  prevent  the  country  from  receiving  that 


cheap  defence  from  the  service  of  these  volun- 
teers, which  gentlemen  had  foretold.  He  believed 
it  would  be  sufficient  to  loan  arms  to  such  of  these 
volunteers  as  may  want  them,  when  called  into 
dctual  service.  Mr.  G.  therefore  moved  to  strike 
out  the  words  which  proposed  this  loan  of  arms. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  said,  the  objection  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania  Had  some  weight;  but  he 
believed  it  might  be  remedied  by  confining  the* 
loan  of  arms  to  field  pieces ;  and  he  believed  that 
volunteers  would  generally  wish  to  find  their  own 
muskets. 

Mr.  Gallatin  varied  his  motion  to  meet  the 
ideas  of  the  gentleman  last  up. 

Mr.  Datton  moved  that  the  committee  miffht 
rise.  He  found  a  compromise  taking  place  be- 
tween gentlemen  which  he  did  not  approve.  He 
thought  there  might  be  young  men  who  would 
turn  out  as  volunteers,  who  could  not  afibrd  to 
purchase  their  own  arms;  and  in  such  case  he 
would  have  arms  given  to  them.  He  hoped,  there- 
fore^ a  little  time  would  be  given  to  consiaer  this 
subject. 

The  committee  rose  accordingly,  and  had  leave 
to  sit  again. 


Frioat,  June  15. 

The  resolutions  laid  upon  the  table  some  days 
ago  by  Mr.  Harper,  appropriating  a  sum  of  mo- 
ney for  defray  ins^  the  expense  of  the  additional 
regiment  of  artillery  and  engineers,  and  to  autho- 
rize the  President  to  obtain  such  a  loan  of  money 
as  may  be  necessary  for  the  expenses  of  the  Gov- 
ernment for  the  present  year,  over  and  above  the 
current  revenue,  were  taken  up  in  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  agreed  to,  and  bills  ordered  to  be 
reported  accordingly. 

A  bill  was  received  from  the  Senate,  authorizing 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to  receive  ves- 
sels, armed  or  suitable  to  be  armed,  for  the  use  of 
the  United  States^  in  addition  to  tnose  heretofore 
provided,  was  twice  read,  and  ordered  to  be  com- 
mitted tnis  day. 

Mr.  Harper  moved  that  the  House  go  immedi- 
ately into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  this  bilL 

Mr.  Gallatin  hoped  the  bill  would  first  be 
printed.    Agreed  to. 

ARMS  FOR  TH£  MILITIA. 
The  bill  providing  arms  for  the  militia  though- 
out  the  United  States  wAs  read  the  third  time  and 
passed,  55  votes  to  17,  as  follows : 

Ybas — Abraham  Baldwin,  David  Bard,  James  A.  Bay- 
ard, Thomas  Bloont,  David  Brooks,  Demsey  Burgei^ 
Christopher  G.  Champlin,  Thomas  Claiborne,  WilUam 
Charles  Cole  Claiborne,  J<^m  Clopton,  William  Craik, 
Thomas  T.  Davis,  John  Dennii,  Ueorge  Dent,  Thomas 
Evans,  J<dm  Fowler,  Jonathan  Freeman,  Albert  Galla- 
tin, Jas.  Gillaspis,  John  A.  Hanna,  Robert  G.  Harper, 
Carter  B.  Harrison,  Jonafthan  N.  Havens,  Jos.  Heistsr, 
David  Hohnes,  Heaekiah  L.  Hosraer,  Walter  Jones,  J^m 
Wilkes  Kittera,  Matthew  Locke,  Matthew  Lyon,  Na- 
thaniel Macon,  Blair  McClenachan,  Joseph  MfeDoweD, 
John  Milledge,  Daniel  Morgan,  AnthoAv  New,  Ham* 
son  G.  Otis,  Josiah  Parker,  John  R^d,  John  Rutledge, 
jr.»  William  Shepard*  Thomas  Brnme^wtm,  NaUisnifll 
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Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  William  Smith,  Richard  Sprigg, 
jr.,  Richard  Stanford,  Thomas  Sumter,  Richard  Thomas, 
Mark  Thomson,  Abram  Trigg,  John  Trigg,  John  E. 
Yan  Alen,  Joseph  B.  Vamum,  and  Robert  WUliams. 

Nats — John  Allen,  Bailey  Bartlett,  Stephen  Bul- 
lock, John  Chapman  Samuel  W.  Dana,  William  Ed- 
mond,  Abiel  Foster,  Dwight  Foster,  Henry  Glen,  An- 
drew Oreg^,  Roger  Griswol^,  Isaac  Parker,  Jas.  Schnre- 
man,  Samuel  Sewall,  Samuel  Sitgreaves,  Geo.  Thatcher, 
and  Thomas  Tillinghast 

PROVISIONAL  ARMY. 

The  House  then  again  resolved  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  supplemen- 
tary to  and  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  "  an  act  au- 
thorizing the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
raise  a  provisional  army." 

The  motion  to  confine  the  loan  of  arms  to  pieces 
of  artillery  being  resumed, 

Mr.  DA.TTON  said,  that  he  could  not  asree  to 
this  motion,  the  object  of  which  was  to  deprive 
the  President  of  the  discretionary  power  of  loan- 
inj^  arms  to  the  volunteer  corps,  who  had  most  pa- 
tnptically  enrolled  themselves,  and  offered  their 
services  to  their  country.  The  youths  and  other 
meritorious  men  composing  these  corps,  who  had 
thus  nobly  stepped  forward  and  offered  tnemselves 
amon^  the  foremost  to  meet  danger,  were  certain- 
ly entitled  to  so  much  consideration  as  to  be  al- 
lowed to  use  the  public  arms  until  they  were  en- 
abled to  supply  themselves  by  purchase.  The 
muskets  would  be  benefited  rather  than  injured  by 
bein^  thus  used  for  exercise,  or  for  more  active 
service,  and  he  frusted,  therefore,  that  the  motion 
wouldf  not  prevail. 

The  question  was  put  and  negatived— 41  to  34. 

Mr.  Sewall  said,  a  section  had  been  proposed 
in  the  select  committee  to  this  bill,  which,  though 
it  had  been  there  nesatived,  he  would  now  offer 
to  the  Committee  of  tne  Whole. 

[Mr.  S.  moved  it  accordingly.  It  was  to  give 
the  President  power  to  appoint  such  of  the  officers 
for  the  provisional  army  of  10,000  men  as  he  may 
think  necessary  for  immediately  raising  the  mea, 
whenever  it  shall  be  expedient  to  raise  them,  pro- 
vided such  officers  shall  not  receive  any  pay  or 
emolument,  until  actually  employed  in  the  service 
of  ihe  United  States.] 

Mr.  S.  Smith  hoped  this  section  would  not  be 
agreed  to.  It  met  with  the  disapprobation  of  the 
Committee  for  the  Protection  of  Commerce  and 
the  Defence  of  the  Country,  upon  this  principle, 
viz :  that  the  probability  was  that,  when  this  ar- 
my shall  be  found  absolutely  necessary,  a  very 
different  description  of  people  would  make  offers 
of  their  services  as  officers,  from  what  would  now 
come  forward.  This  opinion  was  strongly  con- 
firmed by  the  experience  of  the  last  war ;  and  he 
had  no  doubt,  that,  in  case  of  real  danger,  the  best 
of  officers  would  join  the  public  standard,  who, 
from  their  well  known  characters,  would  have  it 
in  their  power  to  raise  the  best  of  troops ;  but,  if 
the  appointments  were  now  made,  such  only 
would  apply  for  offices  as  meant  to  make  the  pro- 
fession 01  a  soldier  their  business,  and  who  would 
not  be  very  willing  to  lay  down  that  profession, 


when  the  occasion  shall  cease  requiring  their 
services. 

Mr.  Harper  believed  the  arguments  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Maryland  woul4  deserve  considera- 
tion, if  the  section  proposed  an  immediate  appoint- 
ment of  all  the  officers.  He  should,  in  that  case, 
himself  be  opposed  to  the  section ;  because  it  was 
likely  enougn  that  circumstances  would  occur  by 
and  oy  which  would  enable  the  President  to  get 
more  fit  men  for  the  higher  grades  of  officers  than 
he  could  get  at  present  ]  and^  though  the  power 
were  to  be  given  to  the  President  to  appoint  the 
officers,  it  would  only  be  exercised  for  the  public 
advantage.  So  far  as  it  was  fit  the  appointments 
would  be  m&de,  and  no  farther.  He  conceived 
that  many  advantages  would  be  derived  from  giv- 
ing to  the  President  the  pj  wer  of  immediately  ap- 
pointing these  officers.  There  was  a  great  differ- 
ence, he  said,  between  organizing  10,000  men,  and 
a  regiment  of  artillery.  A  much  longer  time 
must  be  necessary  for  the  one  than  for  the  other; 
and  how  long  a  time,  he  asked,  had  been  found 
necessary  to  organize  the  regiment  of  artillery  ? 
He  believed  six  weeks  had  elapsed  since  the  act 
passed  for  raising  this  corps;  and,  in  case  of  the 
imminent  danger  which  could  alone  authorize  the 
raising  of  these  men,  six  weeks  would  be  a  long 
time  to  lose  in  the  appointment  of  officers  before 
the  raising  of  the  men  could  be  proceeded  with. 
He  thought  it  would  be  desirable,  therefore,  that 
the  arrangement  of  officers  should  now  be  made, 
that,  when  the  men  should  be  found  necessary, 
orders  might  be  given  for  raising  them  without 
loss  of  time.  Immediately  upon  the  passing  of 
this  act,  no  doubt,  the  President  would  have  a 
number  of  applications,  and  from  these  he  could 
make  his  choice,  either  before  or  at  the  time  when 
he  shall  have  come  to  a  conclusion  as  to  the  ne- 
cessity of  raising  the  men. 

But  why  wiu  not  those  patriotic  characters, 
which  had  been  alluded  to,  now  come  forward 
with  offers  of  their  service?  They  know  that 
this  army  is  not  to  be  raised,  except  in  case  of 
imminent  danger ;  and  when  tney  make  the  offer, 
they  will  look  forward  to.  the  contingency  upon 
which  it  is  made.  If  this  was  a  common  army^ 
to  be  raised  immediately,  the  thing  would  be  dif- 
ferent. He  believed  there  are  many  characters 
in  the  United  States  who  wouldf  ready  to  ac- 
cept of  offices  in  a  patriotic  army  like  this,  that 
would  not  join  an  ordinary  army;  and  as  these 
gentlemen  would  be  assured  that  their  services 
would  not  be  called  for,  except  in  case  of  the 
events  mentioned  in  the  act,  he  doubted  not  they 
would  now  come  forward  with  an  offer  of  them. 
He  hoped  the  section  would  be  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Uayton  (the  Speaker)  said,  that,  although 
he  was  of  opinion  with  the  gentleman  from  Ma- 
ryland, that  the  appointment  of  field  and  general 
officers  would  not  oe  so  good  whilst  there  was  a 
doubt  whether  this  country  should  be  driven  into 
a  war,  yet  he  trusted  that  doubt,  in  whatever  mind 
it  still  existed,  would  soon  be  removed,  and,  in 
the  meantime,  he  thought  the  company  officers 
ought  to  be  nominated.  These  were  the  officers 
who  must  recruit  the  men,  and^  would  require 
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some  time  to  ascertain  from  each  of  them,  whe- 
ther they  accept  the  rank  allotted  to  them,  and 
stand  ready  to  raise  the  troops,  so  soon  as  recruit- 
ing orders  should  be  sent  them.  Much  time  would 
be  saved  by  authorizing  this  measure  immediately. 
and  it  would  not  add  to  the  expense,  for  they 
would  not  be  put  upon  pay  until  it  became  neces- 
sary to  raise  an  army  for  the  defence  of  the  coun- 
try.   He  hoped  the  section  would  be  agreed  to. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  said,  gentlemen  seemed  deter- 
mined to  do  everything  by  steps.  The  raising  of 
the  proYisional  army  was  maae  to  rest  upon  cer- 
tain contingencies ;  but  now  it  is  wished  that  the 
President  snould  have  the  power  to  appoint  the 
officers  immediately.  He  thought  it  would  be 
fairer  in  gentlemen  to  come  forward  at  once,  and 
give  the  President  the  power  to  raise  the  army 
whenever  he  shall  think  proper,  or  immediately. 
This  conduct  would  be  more  consistent  with  the 
dignit)r  of  Legislative  proceedings,  than  doins 
one  thing  to-dav  and  another  to-morrow,  which 
appeared  to  be  the  course  constantly  adopted.  As 
it  nad  been  thought  proper  to  defer  the  raising  of 
the  army  until  danger  shall  appear,  he  believed  it 
would-be  best  to  defer  the  appointment  ofofficers 
also  till  that  time  ;  for,  if  they  were  to  be  now  ap- 
pointed, instead  of  consisting  of  men  who  would 
engage  in  the  service  from  patriotic  motives,  they 
would  consist  of  bad  sons,  bad  nephews,  and  in- 
different cousins,  who  look  up  to  the  army  for  a 
livelihood.  He  wished  this  army  to  be  a  good 
army,  and,  therefore,  he  wished  the  appointment 
ofofficers  to  be  delayed  until  danger  appeared,  in 
order  to  draw  men  of  character  and  property  into 
it,  and  in  order  to  obtain  such  an  army  as  we  had 
daring  the  Revolution. 

Mr.  Sewall  said,  it  appeared  to  him  extraordi- 
nary that  gentlemen  should  suppose  that  men  who 
sees  a  military  life  for  support  should  be  anxious 
to  accept  of  situations  in  a  provisional  army  which 
may  never  be  raised,  and,  until  it  is  raised,  frbm 
which  they  will  never  receive  any  pay  or  emolu- 
ment. If  the  appointments  are  to  l;^  made  at  this 
time,  these  are  not  the  men,  he  apprehended,  who 
will  solicit  the  appointments;  tney  must  have 
situations  from  which  they  can  receive  immediate 
emolument  Menwhoaccept  of  these  appointments 
most  have  soniething  to  live  upon  at  home.  But  if 
these  officers  are  not  appointed  until  the  time  of 
danger  arrives,  the  President  will  be  under  the 
necessity  of  appointing  such  as  offer  first;  where- 
as, if  they  are  made  now,  with  deliberation,  there 
is  every  reason  to  believe  good  men  will  be  ap- 
pointed. Indeed,  if  the  appointment  of  officers 
was  to  be  delayed  until  the  army  was  raised,  he 
should  be  in  favor  of  raising  it  immediately. 

Mr.  Sbeparo  thought  it  would  be  soon  enough 
to  appoint  the  officers,  when  we  knew  whether 
any  men  could  be  got.  We  had  officers  at  this 
time  recruiting  for  men  to  fill  up  the  old  regi- 
ments, but  he  believed  they  met  with  indifferent 
sDccess.  He  could  see  no  other  way  of  raising 
the  men  than  that  of  making  requisitions  on  the 
several  States  for  their  portion  of  men:  and  if 
they  furnish  their  quota  of  men,  they  will  expect 
to  be  consulted  in  the  choice  of  officers.    But  if 


the  appointments  are  made  at  present,  and  recruit- 
ing officers  are  sent  out  to  get  men,  they  will  only 
pick  up  the  refuse  of  society,  one  of  whom  will 
require  two  belter  men  to  take  care  of  him ;  but 
if  the  appointment  of  officers  and  raising  of  men 
were  delayed  until  occasion  called  for  them,  tried 
patriotic  officers  would  be  got,  and  the  sons  of  the 
yeomanry  of  the  country  would  enter  into  the 
service. 

Mr.  Dana  said,  he  always  supposed,  until  he 
heard  from  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts, 
whose  military  character  certainly  gave  weight 
to  hM  opinion  on  military  subjects,  that  it  was  ne- 
cessary first  to  raise  men  before  officers  were  ap- 
pointed— that  it  was  first  necessary  to  appoint 
officers  in  order  to  raise  men.  He  supposed  the 
President  would  not  at  present  proceed  to  the  ap- 
pointment of  officers  of  the  superior  grades,  but 
confine  his  choice  to  those  of  tne  lower  grades 
chiefly^  which  it  may  be  supposed  none  of  the 
patriotic  officers  of  the  Revolution  would  be  wil- 
ling to  accept  of,  and  this  would  ht  a  business  of 
the  greatest  trouble.  In  case  of  actual  war.  he 
supposed  there,  are  many  military  men  in  Con- 
gress who  would  a£^in  join  the  standard  of  their 
country;  but  he  snould  be  sorry  if  the  public 
should  be  deprived  of  their  services  in  the  great 
councils  of  the  nation,  until  an  actual  state  of 
things  shall  call  for  their  exertions  in  the  field. 

Mr.  Harper  wished  to  bring  to  the  recollection 
of  the  gentleman  from  Maryland' what  he  deter- 
mined to  forget,  viz:  the  disposition  which  certainly 
exists  between  making  arrangements  for  an  army, 
and  the  raising  of  that  armv.  The  bill  for  raising 
a  provisional  army,  is  a  bill  for  raising  an  army, 
provided  certain  contingencies  shall  take  place ; 
and  this  bill  is  intended  to  make  previous  arrange- 
ments to  be  in  readiness  in  case  the  army  shall 
eventually  be  raised,  therefore  the  objections  of 
the  gentleman  from  Maryland  fell  to  the  ground. 
Mr.  H.  thought  the  idea  of  none  but  men  who 
wished  to  make  a  military  life  their  profession  ap- 
plying for  offices  in  this  army,  in  case  they  are 
appointed  immediately,  had  been  ablv  refuted  by 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts.  (Mr.  Sewall.; 
It  was  likely  to  have  quite  a  contrary  effect. 

With  respect  to  the  mode  of  raismg  troops  by 
requisition,  spoken  of  by  another  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Sheparo,)  such  an  idea  must 
have  arisen  from  a  want  of  that  military  know- 
ledge which  he  yesterday  said  he  had  forgotten. 
It  was  quite  a  novel  idea  that  the  States  should 
have  anything  to  do  either  with  the  raising  of 
the  men  or  the  appointment  tff  the  officers  of  reg- 
ular troops.  It  was  another  proof  that  the  gen- 
tleman had  forgotten  part  of  his  military  know- 
ledge, when  he  spoke  of  first  raisins  men  and  then 
appointing  officers.  The  gentleman  nad  foreotten  a 
number  of  other  things ;  but  Mr.  H.  hoped  that  gen- 
tlemen would  all  remember  that  Congress  is  now 
providing  an  effectual  force  against  a  threatened 
mvasion,  and  he  believed  nothing  would  tend 
more  to  make  it  so,  than  giving  the  President 
power  to  appoint  such  officers,  as  he  may  think 
necessary,  immediately. 
Mr.  MTacon  did  not  consider  thiM>  very  import- 
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ant  section,  as  it  was,  in  some  degree,  similar  to 
one  which  had  already  been  passed.  Gentlemen 
had  said,  when  the  former  act  was  under  consid- 
eration, that  it  would  provide  an  effectual  force  ; 
but  now  a  bill  is  brought  forward  to  make  it  so. 
As  the  former  law  gave  the  President  power  to 
appoint  officers  whenever  danger  appeared,  if  this 
section  is  agreed  to,  he  shoula  conclude  that  the 
officers  would  be  immediately  appointed.  As  we 
had  officers  already  on  recruiting  service,  it  would 
be  needless,  he  believed,  to  appoint  others.  He 
found  that  the  officers  in  the  new  regiment  of  ar- 
tillery are  placed  in  every  part  of  the  United 
States ;  ana  if  we  want  that  corps  completed,  its 
progress  ought  not  to  be  impeded  by  the  appoint- 
ment of  other  recruiting  officers. 

Mr.  SHEPARn  was  obliged  to  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  for  adducing  proofs  that  he  had 
forgotten  his  military  knowledge;  but,  notwith- 
standing what  that  gentleman  has  said,  he  did  not 
think,  if  officers  were  appointed  to-morro"w  that 
they  would  enlist  200  men  in  two  years.  It  they 
are  not  got  by  requisition,  therefore,  he  could  not 
see  any  other  mode  of  getting  them,  except  we 
wait  until  actual  danger  appears,  and,  in  that  case, 
theObest  of  men  will  be  got. 

As  to  the  chin-talk  of  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina,  he  should  take  but  little  notice  of  it; 
though  he  attempted  to  laueh  at  him  whenever 
he  spoke,  (which  was  rather  disgusting,)  he  would 
contmue  to  speak  without  being  hindered  or  terri- 
fied by  him. 

Mr.  Brooks  said,  when  the  question  was  before 
the  select  committee,  he  was  of  opinion  that  it 
would  be  best  not  to  appoint  the  officers  to  this 
army  until  the  danger  appeared  which  would  war- 
rant the  raising  of  men  ;  but  the  arguments  which 
he  had  heard  on  this  subject,  and  the  conviction 
which  he  had  upon  his  mind  that  we  must  have 
war,  and  that  everv  day  brings  us  nearer  to  that 
state  of  things  (ana  that  is  now  at  hand)  when  it 
will  be  necessary  to  raise  the  army,  he  thought 
the  weight  of  the  argument  then  usad  in  favor  of 
the  postponement  of  this  subject  every  day  dimi- 
nished. For  he  did  not  consider  this  question,  as 
some  other  gentlemen  had  done,  a  gradual  step 
towards  raising  an  army  at  all  events ;  because 
the  President,  as  has  been  already  intimated,  has 
no  power  but  what  was  originally  vested  in  him, 
viz :  to  raise  the  army  in  case  one  of  three  contin- 
gencies shall  take  place.  When  these  officers  are 
appointed,  thev  are  not  to  receive  any  pay.  All 
that  was  intended,  was  to  give  the  President  a  choice 
of  officers,  in  order  that  he  might  select  them  at  bis 
leisure^nd  inquire  into  their  character. 

Mr.  Dent  thought  this  section  would  be  better 
if  made  more  explicit.  He  therefore  moved  to 
add  the  following  words :  '^  such  and  so  many  of 
the  officers  of  the  10,000  men  as  the  President 
shall  think  necessary,  and  to  cause  to  be  raised  and 
enlisted  the  whole  or  such  portion  of  the  corps  of 
such  men  as,  in  his  opinion,  the  public  service  shall 
reouire." 

This  motion  was  negatived,  there  being  only 
23  votes  for  it. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  said,  the  gentleman  from  S.  Caro- 


lina had  charged  him  with  not  having  attended  to 
the  distinction  between  raising  an  army  and  mak- 
ing arrangements  for  the  raismg  of  one.  He  did 
understand  the  difference ;  but  his  arg;umeots  had 
gone  against  the  impolicy  of  appointing  the  offi- 
cers at  present.  He  said  nothing  about  the  men. 
But  the  gentlemen  from  South  Carolina  and  Mas- 
sachusetts (Messrs.  Habper  and  Sewall)  con- 
tend that  men  who  wish  to  make  the  business  of 
a  soldier  their  profession  will  not  accept  of  sitoa- 
tions  in  the  provisional  army.  He  believed  thit 
was  a  mistake.  They  would  believe,  with  him, 
that  this  army  will  be  speedily  raised,  and  that 
much  time  will  not  therefore  elapse  belore  it  will 
be  necessary  for  them  to  engage  in  actual  s^vioei 
and  consequent  pay.  He  was  opposed  to  this  im- 
mediate appointment,  because  he  wished  rather 
to  have  men  of  experience  and  character  as  offi- 
cers than  soldiers  by  profession.  Besidet^  it  is  weU 
known  that  the  young  men  are  everywhere  com- 
ing forward  as  volunteers.  These  are  something 
similar,  Mr.  S.  said,  to  the  independent  companies 
in  our  Revolutionary  war,  and  they  will  be,  like 
them,  a  school  for  officers.  Young  men  thus  en- 
gaj^ed  will  soon  find  out  whether  their  talents  are 
military,  or  not ;  and  such  as  have  that  talent  will 
come  forward  and  offer  their  services  as  officers, 
and  it  will  be  much  better  to  appoint  men  of  this 
kind,  than  men  who  seek  commissions  merely  for 
support. 

The  question  on  the  section  was  put  and  nega- 
tived—41  to  39. 

Mr.  Bayard  said,  he  had  a  strong  persuasion  on 
his  mind,  that  if  the  bill  for  raisins  a  provisional 
army  stands,  as  at  present,  our  volunteers  corps 
would  not  be  very  numerous.  As  they  consist  of 
young  men  who  are  mostly  extensively  engaged 
m  business,  it  is  scarcely  probable  that  many  per- 
sons of  this  description  will  offer  their  services,  if 
they  shall  render  themselves  liable,  by  doins  so^  to 
be  marched  on  service  from  one  end  of  the  u  ukmi 
to  the  other.  This  opinion  had  been  strongly  con- 
firmed by  fact.  He  therefore  moved  an  aduitional 
section,  providing  "  that  no  company  of  volunteers 
who  shall  have  been  accepted  by  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  shall  oe  compelled  to  march 
beyond  the  limits  of  a  State  adjacent  to  that  in 
which  they  may  belong. 

Mr.  T.  Claiborne  said,  this  question  had  already 
been  fully  discussed  and  decided.  He  thought  it 
would  be  an  extraordinary  thing,  indeed,  if  the 
best  men  in  the  country  should  t^  thus  limited  in 
their  service ;  if  the  young  and  active  should  be 
kept  at  hom&  whilst  persons  older  and  less  able 
shall  be  liable  to  be  sent  whithersoever  danger 
may  call  them. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  hoped  the  amendment  would  not 
prevail.  What!  said  he,  shall  volunteer  corps, 
cxmsisting  of  the  young  men,  be  kept  at  home? 
ShaU  we  first  make  provisions  exempting  them 
from  militia  duty,  for  a  loan  of  arms,  dbc,  and 
then  tie  their  hanas  from  acting  ?  Thegentlemaa 
who  makes  this  motion  has  two  States  adjoining 
him,  others  have  three  or  four,  and  some  have  only 
one ;  so  that  the  provision  would  be  very  unequaL 
Certainiy,  the  gentleman  does  not  mean  to  make 
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the  volunteers  less  effectual  than  the  militia^  and 
to  senarate  the  young  men  for  the  purpose  of  keep- 
mg  tnem  at  home  hy  their  fire-sides.  Such  a  pro- 
rision  would  be  disgraceful  to  these  young  men, 
and  a  libel  upon  their  bravery  and  public  spirit. 
He  hoped  the  idea  of  introducing  sucn  a  provision 
was  not  seriously  entertained. 

Mr.  KiTTBRA  observed,  that  it  ought  to  be  recol- 
lected that  our  militia  are  only  called  out  for  three 
months  at  a  time ;  whereas  these  volunteers  are 
liable  to  serve  for  two  years. 

Mr.  Harper  said,  there  was  another  great  dif- 
ference between  the  militia  and  volunteers :  the 
latter  clothe  and  equip  themselves,  and  in  most 
instancespurchase  their  arms.  It  is  true^  provision 
is  made  tor  the  loan  of  arms,  where  it  shall  be 
necessarv ;  but  the  probability  is  that  the  greater 
part  will  purchase  their  own  arms  and  equip- 
ments. Nor  would  the  proposed  amendment  tie 
the  hands  of  the  volunteers.  They  might  still  go 
where  they  pleased.  It  went  only  to  prevent  their 
being  forced  to  go  on  distant  service ;  but  if  it 
were  agreed  to,  he  doubted  whether  very  few  of 
them  would  decline  any  service  upon  which  they 
were  called.  It  was  not  to  be  supposed  that  the 
President  would  order  the  volunteers  of  New  York 
or  Philadelphia  to  march  to  the  frontiers  of  Greor- 
gia ;  but  wherever  there  was  danger,  he  did  not 
bdieve  the  volunteers  would  ever  hesitate  to  go. 
He  hoped,  as  the  volunteers  lay  under  several  dis- 
lidvantages,  such  as  en^^ing  to  serve  for  two 
years,  and  being  liable,  if  the  President  chooses, 
to  be  called  upon  every  day  to  do  duty  previous 
to  any  actual  service,  that  this  clause  in  their 
lavor  would  be  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Macon  did  not  suppose  it  would  have  been 
necessary  to  have  said  a  word  on  this  subject.  Mr. 
M.  spoke  of  the  unequal  service  that  would  fall 
Upon  volunteers  in  different  parts  of  the  Union 
from 'such  a  regulation.  The  gentleman  from 
Bouth  Carolina  had  said,  but  few  of  the  volunteers 
would  ever  avail  themselves  of  this  clause.  He 
hoped  not ;  but  he  should  think  it  very  wrong  to 
pass  a  law  to  give  them  the  power  of  refusing  to 
aerve  whenever  they  shall  be  called  upon.  He 
hoped  the  gentleman  from  Delaware  would  with- 
draw his  proposition,  for  he  thought  it  would  place 
a  stigma  on  these  young  men  which  they  ill  de- 
served. He  had  seen  some  of  them  parade  in  the 
city,  and  was  well  pleased  with  their  soldierly 
appearance.  But,  to  say  these  volunteers  should 
have  arms  and  cannon  lent  them^and  at  the  same 
time  not  be  called  upon  when  their  services  might 
be  vi^anted,  would  be  a  strange  provision,  indeed. 
Besides,  as  this  question  has  been  already  decid- 
ed, he  thought  it  very  improper  to  have  it  thus 
tenewed. 

Mr.  Bewall  would  only  say  one  word  on  the 
inconsistency  of  the  gentleman  firom  North  Caro- 
lina. He  had  heretofore  said  that  these  volun- 
teers would  form  an  unconstitutional  body ;  that 
it  was  improper  to  place  such  a  force  in  the  hands 
of  the  President;  that  the  militia  of  the  country 
would  be  sufficient  for  its  defence ;  and  that,  there- 
fore, there  was  neither  occasion  for  volunteer 
corps,  nor  provisional  army ;  but  now,  all  at  onc^ 


the  gentleman  turns  round  and  speaks  of  the  vol- 
unteers as  being;  the  troops  chiefly  to  be  relied 
upon.  Mr.  S.  thought  the  proposed  clause  would 
have  a  good  effect  in  increasing  the  vigilance  of 
the  several  States ;  because,  when  they  see  that 
they  must  rely  upon  themselves,  or  a  neighbor- 
in&[  State,  or  adjoining  States,  if  more  than  one.  for 
defence,  they  will  associate,  and  put  themselves 
in  the  best  condition  for  defending  themselves. 

Mr.  RuTLBDGE  said,  if  this  amendment  was 
agreed  to,  he  feared  its  effects  would  be  fktal  to 
the  volunteer  corps.  What  young  man  of  spirit, 
he  asked,  would  enter  into  a  corps  so  confined  in  its 
service  ?  The  young  men  in  different  parts  of 
the  country  have  come  forward  and  enrolled  them- 
selves, with  a  view  of  being  ready  to  fly  to  the 
defence  of  the  country  wherever  she  may  be  at- 
tacked ;  but  if  the  present  motion  was  agreed  to, 
it  would  essentially  change  the  spirit  of  the  as- 
sociations which  nave  taken  place.  He  would 
say  for  himself,  he  would  never  consent  to  belong 
to  such  a  corps.  The  militia,  when  called  upon, 
are  obliged  to  march  to  any  part  of  the  Union ; 
and  he  thought  it  would  be jMiying  a  poor  compli- 
ment to  the  young  men  of  this  country,  to  sup- 
pose they  wanted  an  inducement  like  the  present 
to  become  volunteers ;  for  he  could  not  believe 
they  associated  together  for  the  sake  of  wearing 
a  military  uniform  and  feather,  or  of  marching 
about  the  city  on  a  Sunday  in  their  military 
dress.  He  hoped,  therefore,  the  motion  would  be 
either  withdrawn  or  negatived. 

Mr.  McDowell  was  surprised  that  this  motion 
should  have  been  asain  brought  forward,  after 
havinjg  been  so  decidedly  negatived  on  a  former 
occasion.  And  what  was  the  ^eatest  surprise  to 
him  was,  that  the  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 
lina (Mr.  Harper)  should  be  found  amonfi^  its  ad- 
vocates, as  heretofore  that  fi^entleman  hadspoken 
of  these  youug  men  as  willing  to  lay  bare  their 
bosoms  in  the  mnt  of  the  battle — that  they  would 
be  ready  to  fly  to  every  part  of  the  Continent  to 
defend  their  country.  Leave  had  been  j^anted  to 
raise  them ;  it  had  been  asked  to  relieve  them 
from  militia  duty.  That  b  not  sufficient,  gen- 
tlemen now  wish  to  excuse  them  from  any  ser- 
vice at  a  distance  from  home.  This,  he  owned, 
was  a- great  falling  off  from  the  hign  strain  in 
which  gentlemen  had  formerly  spoken  of  these 
volunteers. 

What  sort  of  an  army,  said  Mr.  McDowell^ 
will  these  volunteers  form  ?  The  commander  of 
it  cannot  rely  upon  his  troops  beyond  a  certain 
point,  at  which  they  may  all  refuse  to  obey  his 
command.  This  would  ne  placing  the  country 
in  a  perilous  situation  indeed;  and  to  suppose 
such  an  exclusion  from  service  would  be  grateful 
to  these  young  men,  was  paying  them  a  very  in- 
different compliment.  Tnere  may  be  many  of 
these  young  men  of  the  description  which  the 
gentleman  from  Delaware  had  mentioned;  and 
he  hoped  men  of  property  would  show  themselves 
equally  ready  to  defend  their  country  with  their 
fellow  citizens  who  possess  a  less  share  of  property, 
and  that  they  would  not  seek  to  be  excused  from 
service  in  the  way  proposed  by  this^amendnient. 
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Mr.  Batard  obserFed,  that  gentlemeo  opposed  I 
to  this  amendment,  tell  the  committee  that  this 
principle  was  contained  in  the  original  bill,  and 
that  having  been  fully  discussed  and  determined 
upon  at  that  time,  it  ought  not  again  to  be  brought 
forward.  He  believed  they  were  mistaken  as  to 
the  discussion,  because,  if  he  recollected  rightly, 
the  question  was  taken  without  debajte,  and,  to 
some  members,  very  unexpectedly  carried.  It 
was  because  it  seemed  not  to  have  excited  suffi- 
cient attention  at  the  time,  that  he  again  brought 
it  forward.  And,  notwithstandinjg  all  the  hiffh 
notions  of  chivalry  and  public  spirit  of  which  he 
heard  so  much,  he  would  venture  to  predict,  that 
if  these  volunteers  were  to  be  liable  to  be  marched 
from  one  end  of  the  Continent  to  the  other,  so  far 
from  their  affording  any  considerable  public  ser- 
vice, there  would  be  no  volunteers  at  all,  or  at 
least  the  number  vrould  he  so  small  as  to  have  no 
effect.  He  was  willing  to  give  the  young  men  of 
the  country  all  the  credit  they  deserved.  He  saw 
them  wilhng  to  incur  many  inconveniences  in 
order  to  render  service  to  their  country ;  but  he 
did  not  believe  they  would  suffer  their  military 
ardor  to  carry  them  so  far  as  to  induce  them  to 
devote  themselves  to  destruction. 

What,  said  Mr.  B.,  are  the  description  of  per- 
sons who  generally  comprise  these  volunteer  com- 
panies ?  Many  of  them  are  professional  men  ; 
others  are  merchants ;  many  of  them  mechanics 
apd  artificer:;,  and  many  oi  them  have  families 
who  depend  upon  them  for  subsistence.  What  is 
the  situation  of  these  volunteers  ?  They  become 
regular  troops,  subject  to  such  discipline  as  the 
President  shall  choose  to  direct ;  and,  before  the 
provisional  army  can  be  raised,  they  may  be 
marched  from  one  end  of  the  United  States  to 
the  other,  and  might,  perhaps,  render  the  provi- 
sional army  altogether  unnecessary.  It  was  be- 
cause he  wished  to  see  a  numerous  body  of  volun- 
teers, that  he  brought  forward  this  amendment ; 
because  he  did  not  wish  to  throw  a  damper  upon 
the  military  ardor  of  our  young  men,  or  to  dis- 
gust them.  This  regulation  would  put  no  re- 
straint upon  their  public  spirit ;  because  it  did  not 
go  to  prevent  them  from  marching  beyond  the 
limits  mentioned,  if  they  are  disposed  to  do  it ;  it 
only  provides  that  they  shall  not  be  compelled  to 
march  beyond  the  limits  of  an  adjoining  State. 
He  did  not  consider  thes^  volunteer  corps  in  the 
light  of  a  standing  army,  but  as  auxiliaries  to  act 
in  aid  of  a  standing  force ;  to  rally  around  the  pro- 
visional army,  in  case  of  invasion. 

As  to  what  the  gentleman  from  North  Caro- 
lina (Mr.  Macon)  had  said  respecting  some  of 
the  Southern  States  being  only  joined  t)y  one  or 
two  States,  and  on  that  account  would  not  have 
the  same  advantages  from  these  volunteers  with 
other  States,  he  thought  it  was  a  philippic  against 
the  public  spirit  of  those  States ;  it  was  supposing 
that  the  youth  of  those  States  would  not  be  equally 
ready  to  turn  out  in  defence  of  their  country  with 
the  youth  of  other  States.  The  House  had  been 
told  on  former  occasions,  that  if  the  Southern 
States  were  supplied  with  arms  and  ammunition, 
they  wanted  no  other  assistance :  he  hoped  this 


was  true ;  and  he  thought  if  gentlemen  wished 
to  see  a  numerous  corps  of  volunteers,  they  would 
agree  to  the  present  proposition,  as,  without  it,  he 
was  confident  their  number  would  be  too  small 
to  be  of  any  public  service. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  observed,  that  gentlemen  in  sup- 
port of  this  motion  said,  that  the  volunteers  ought 
to  be  favored^  because  they  clothe  and  equip  them- 
selves at  their  own  expense ;  and  do  not,  asked 
Mr.  S.,  the  militia  the  same  ?  But  is  it  a  fact 
that  the  volunteers  arm  themselves  ?  No ;  the 
House  has  agreed  to  lend  them  arms,  and  after 
the  power  to  lend  has  been  given,  he  apprehended 
few  would  be  bought  What  would  the  great 
body  of  the  militia  say,  provided  the  present  mo- 
tion were  to  pass  ?  They  would  say,  "  we  are 
obliged  to  answer  any  call  which  may  be  made 
upon  us;  but  these  volunteers  whom  you  have 
taken  from  our  body,  and  to  whom  you  have  givoi 
arms,  remain  at  home."  Would  not  this  offend 
the  ffreat  body  of  militia?  It  certainly  would. 
Besides,  would  any  military  man  take  command 
of  a  body  of  troops,  who,  when  they  came  to  a 
certain  line,  mi^ht  lay  down  their  arms,  and  re- 
fuse with  impunity  to  march  any  farther  ?  They 
certainly  would  not,  as  such  a  circumstance 
might  occasion  the  most  serious  consequences ; 
for  it  would  be  recollected,  that  during  the  war, 
men  who  were  engaged  for  six  months  only  went 
off  on  the  very  day  their  time  expired,  and  on 
which  an  action  took  place,  which  occasioned  a 
defeat  of  the  American  Army. 

But  the  committee  were  told  by  the  gentleman 
from  Delaware  (Mr.  Batabo)  that  except  this 
motion  was  agreed  to,  we  should  have  no  volun- 
teers, or  at  least  very  few.  If  so,  we  had  better 
have  none.  If  these  young  men  wish  only  to 
fight  by  their  own  fire-sides,  they  had  better  re- 
main with  the  militia,  and  go  into  the  ranks  with 
older  men.  It  would  not  be  worth  while  to  form 
a  separate  corps  for  them.  Indeed,  if  he  bad  a 
son  that  would  enter  into  such  a  corps,  he  should 
be  ashamed  of  him,  and  he  would  disinnerit  him  ; 
and  he  was  persuaded  that  the  young  men  of 
America  would  not  thank  gentlemen  for  placing 
them  in  such  a  situation  as  was  proposed,  if 
they  wished  to  place  them  in  a  ridiculous  point 
of  view,  or  to  procure  for  them  the  name  of  the 
Silk  Stodcing  Company,  or  any  other  term  of  de- 
rision, they  could  not  take  a  more  effectual  course 
to  obtain  it.  He  hoped,  therefore,  this  proposi- 
tion would  not  be  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Brooks  did  not  view  the  clause  under  con- 
sideration in  so  exceptionable  a  point  of  view  as 
his  friend  from  Maryland,  or  he  would  not  vote 
for  it  He  knew  that  a  provision  similar  to  this 
made  a  part  of  the  former  bilL  How  it  came  to 
be  strucx  out,  he  could  not  tell ;  hut  he  believed  it 
was  done  without  debate. 

Gentlemen  spoke  of  the  favorable  situation  in 
which  these  volunteers  will  be  placed,  if  this  pro- 
vision is  agreed  to ;  but  they  do  not  weigh  the 
matter  on  both  sides.  They  forget  that  the  mili- 
tia cannot  be  called  into  service  for  a  longer  term 
than  three  months  at  a  time,  and  it  was  never 
knowi^  that  militia  were  called  very  far  from 
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home.  The  idea  of  marchiDff  these  Yolunieers 
from  one  part  of  the  United  Slates  to  the  other, 
was  rather  imasinar^  than  real.  In  the  course 
of  the  last  war,  the  militia  was  scarcely  ever  call- 
ed beyond  the  bounds  of  an  adjoining  State  \  but 
he  had  no  doubt  if  the  service  of  the  country 
should  stand  in  need  of  these  young  men,  they 
would  not  suffer  their  ardor  to  be  overcome  by  an 
ideal  line.  He  believed  these  young  men  would 
prove  better  troops  than  any  other,  and  perhaps 
prevent  the  necessity  of  raisms:  any  other. 

The  gentleman  from  Maryland  has  said,  that 
if  he  had  a  son  who  would  enter  into  a  corps  un- 
der such  a  restriction  as  this,  he  would  disown  him. 
Other  gentlemen  would  be  eauallv  concerned  with 
him,  if  their  sons  were  to  take  aa  vantage  of  such 
a  clause  in  time  of  danger.  But  he  did  not  think 
it  would  be  right  to  terrify  young  men  from  the 
service  by  holding  up  more  severe  duty  for  them 
than  it  would  be  likely  they  would  be  ever  called 
to  perform.  He  hoped,  therefore,  the  amendment 
would  be  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MiLLEDiQE  said,  if  this  provision  was  agreed 
to,  the  State  of  Greorgia  could  only  expect  assist- 
ance from  the  volunteers  of  one  State,  and  the  ex- 
posed situation  of  that  State  is  well  known.  The 
United  States  ou^ht  certainly  to  be  protected  in 
every  part ;  and  in  the  last  war  it  was  usual  for 
the  nower  of  the  American  people  to  fly  to  the 
most  extreme  parts  of  the  Union  whenever  danger 
appeared. 

Mr.  Otis  did  not  believe  that  any  provision 
could  be  thought  of  which  could  be  more  effectual 
in  dbcouraging[  these  voluntary  associations  than  a 
provision  of  this  kind.  His  friend  from  Delaware 
spoke  of  these  young  men  as  if  they  were  to  be 
singled  out  for  distant  service  in  preference  to  any 
other  troops,  and  he  was  afraid  such  a  suggestion, 
and  a  motion  like  the  present,  might  have  an  un- 
due effect  out  of  doors.  For  though  he  believed 
there  are  a  great  number  of  young  men  ready 
to  come  forward,  he  believed  the  adoption  of 
this  motion  would  prevent  them  from  doing  so. 
He  rose,  therefore,  to  remind  the  committee  that 
the  volunteers  have  no  reason  to  believe  they  will 
ever  be  called  upon  to  go  upon  any  distant  ser- 
vice, except  in  such  cases  as  would  induce  them  to 
it  wnether  they  were  volunteers  or  not. 

As  to  the  idea  of  these  volunteers  superseding 
the  necessity  of  regular  troops,  he  had  no  such 
opinion.  He  believed  that  neither  volunteers  nor 
militia  would  be  a  sufficient  defence  without  regu- 
lar troops ;  and  as  there  had  been  no  instance  in 
the  last  war  in  which  the  militia  had  been  sent  to 
any  great  distance  from  home,  he  thought  it  could 
not  &  reasonably  expected  that  these  young  men 
would  be  very  soon  sent  from  their  own  homes. 
But  if  this  provision  was  agreed  to,  he  was  afraid 
other  arguments  would  be  made  use  of,  rather  to 
discourage  than  favor  these  establishments.  In- 
stead of  evincing  any  extraordinary  degree  of 
spirit  and  bravery,  it  would  be  said  their  object 
was  to  stay  at  home;  they  would  be  called  the 
silk-stocking  corps,  the  invalids,  ^c. 

But,  it  was  said,  except  this  clause  was  agreed  to, 
no  volunteers  would  enter  the  service.    He  had 


not  been  out  of  the  city,  but  he  had  the  pleasure  to 
see,  every  morning,  from  three  hundred  to  four 
hundred  young  men  exercising  themselves  in  mil- 
itary discipline.  He  also  saw  troops  of  horse 
goine  through  their  evolutions.  He  believed  a 
similar  spirit  existed  also  in  New  York,  and  other 
large  towns,  and  he  trusted,  therefore,  that  the 
opinion  of  his  friend  from  Delaware  would  prove 
to  have  been  unfounded. 

The  question  was  put  and  negatived,  there  being 
only  19  votes  in  favor  of  it. 

Mr.  Dayton  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  adding 
the  word  *^  le^pons ;"  which  was  agreed  to. 

The^committee  then  rose,  and  the  House  hav- 
ing agreed  to  the  amendments  reported. 

Mr.  Sewall  renewed  his  motion,  of  an  addi- 
tional section,  authorizing  the  President  of  the 
United  States  immediately  to  appoint  sueh  offi- 
cers as  he  shall  think  necessary  for  the  better  rais- 
ing the  provisional  army,  whenever  he  shall  think 
it  necessary. 

The  question  was  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  as 
follows,  and  carried— 42  to  39 : 

Teas — John  Allen,  Bailey  Bartlett,  James  A.  Bvjr- 
ard,  David  Brooks,  Stephen  Bullock,  C/hristopher  u. 
ChampUn,  James  Cochran,  Joshua  Cdt,  William  Craik, 
Samuel  W.  Dana,  John  Dennis,  William  Edmond, 
Thomas  Evans,  Abiel  Foster,  Dvright  Foster,  Jonathm 
Freeman,  Henry  Glen,  Ohauncey  Goodrich,  William 
Gordon,  Roger  (jriswold,  Robert  Goodloe  Harper,  Hes- 
ddah  L.  Hosmer,  James  H.  Imlay,  John  Wilkes  KH- 
tera,  Samoel  Lyman,  William  Matthews,  Daniel  Mor- 
gan, Harrison  G.  Otis,  Isaac  Parker,  John  I^ed,  John 
Rutledge,  jr.,  Jas.  Schineman,  Samoel  Sewdl,  Thomas 
Sinnickson,  Samuel  Sitgreaves,  Nathaniel  Smith,  Geo. 
Thatcher,  Richard  Thomas,  Mark  Thomson,  Thomas 
TiUinghast,  John  E.  Van  Alen,  and  Peleg  Wadsworth. 
Nats — Abmham  Baldwm,  David  Bard,  Lemuel  Ben- 
ton, Thomas  Blount,  Richard  Brent,  Demsey  Burgei^ 
John  Chapman,  Thomas  Claiborne,  William  Charles 
Cole  Claiborne,  John  Clopton,  Thomas  T.  Davis,  John 
Dawson,  George  Dent,  John  Fowler,  Albert  Gallatui» 
James  Gillespie,  Andrew  Gregg,  John  A.  Hanna,  Car- 
ter B.  Harrison,  Jonathan  N.  Havens,  Joseph  Heistec^ 
David  Holmes,  Walter  Jones,  Matthew  Locke,  Matthew 
Lyon,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Blair  McClenachan,  Joseph 
McDowell,  John  Milledge,  Anthony  New,  William 
Shepard,  Samuel  Smi^  William  Smith,  Richard 
Sprigg,  jr.,  Thomas  Sumter,  Abram  Trigg,  John  Trigg» 
Joseph  B.  Vamum,  and  Robert  Williams. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  then  renewed  his  motion  for 
strikinff  out  certain  words,  in  order  to  confine  the 
loan  of  arms  to  pieces  of  artillery  alone.  His 
opinion  was  that  small  arms  ought  not  to  be  lent 
to  the  volunteers.  He  thought  thein  much  better 
able  to  purchase  arms  than  the  militia  ;  and  if  it 
was  determined  to  lend  them,  the  probability 
would  be  that  none  would  be  bought. 

Mr.  Brooks  observed,  the  volunteers  could  not 
purchase  arms  until  they  are  to  be  sold  ;  and  he 
believed  Government  had  arms  which  they  could 
lend,  but  which  they  had  no  authority  to  sell. 

Mr.  Otis  said,  if  the  ffentleman  from  New 
York  could  demonstrate  the  fact,  that  Oovem- 
ment  has  guns  to  lend  and  not  to  sell,  it  would 
have  some  weight  upon  his  vote ;  or  if  arms 
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could  be  bought,  he  should  certainly  be  io  favor 
of  the  motioQ  of  the  gentlemau  from  Maryland, 
as  he  did  not  think  these  volunteers  ought  to  be 
excused  from  burdens  laid  upon  the  militia. 

Mr.  Brook:s  had  no  doubt  of  the  fact. 

Mr.  SiTOREAVES  observed  that  a  principle  had 
been  assumed  by  gentlemen  on  all  sides,  which  he 
thought  it  important  to  be  exposed,  and  which 
ought  to  be  abandoned.  Gentlemen  seem  to  think 
there  would  be  no  propriety  in  extending  to  these 
corps  exemptions  which  are  not  also  given  to  the 
mibtia.  It  is  said,  they  are  on  no  better  fopting 
than  the  militia,  and  that  they  ouffbt,  therefore^  to 
boy  their  own  arms.  He  beUeved  the  true  policy 
of  this  country  lay  on  the  other  side.  While  we 
are  endeavoring  to  organize  the  youth  and  active 
citizens  of  the  country,  in  order  to  be  ready  to  ren- 
der service  to  their  country  at  the  first  call,  with- 
out regard  to  place,  or  limitation  of  service ;  when 
making  this  invitation.  Congress  ou^ht  certainly 
to  encourage  it  by  all  the  motives  which  can  be 
given;  and  if  Congress  can,  by  lending  these 
young  men  arms,  induce  them  to  turn  out,  they 
ought  to  do  it ;  or,  if  there  be  any  other  way  of 
attaining  the  end,  it  ought  to  be  taken. 

Gentlemen  speak,  on  this  occasion,  as  if  there 
were  no^probability  of  having  any  volunteers  other 
than  youn^  men  of  property,  such  as  are  generally 
seen  associating  in  Philadelphia  and  New  York. 
He  hoped  the  same  enthusiasm  which  had  fired 
the  young  men  of  the  cities,  would  also  reach  the 
]roang  men  in  the  country,  and  that  we  should,  in 
coasequence,  have  volunteers  in  agricultural^  as' 
wdl  as  commercial  districts ;  and  in  those  districts 
It  must  be  known,  that  if  public  aid  is  not  giveo, 
arms  of  uniform  bore  and  size  cannot  be  got. 

These  volunteers.  Mr.  S.  said,  undertake  greater 
service  than  the  militia ;  their  engagements  are  of 
a  superior  kind,  and,  in  order  to  induce  young  men 
generally  to  enter  into  these  corps,  every  proper 
encouragement  ought  to  be  held  out  to  them. 

Mr.  R.  Williams  said,  it  appeared  to  him  that 
gentlemen  ver^  much  abandoned  the  ground 
which  they  oric^inally  took.  The  House  were 
told  when  the  subject  of  volunteers  was  first  under 
consideration,  that  these  youths  would  produce  a 
very  formidable  defence  for  the  United  States, 
witnout  cost,  until  they  came  into  actual  service. 
These  were  reasons  urged  in  favor  of  them,  when 
gentlemen  spoke  of  the  militia  as  being  the  natu- 
ral and  best  defence  of  the  country  ;  but  now  gen- 
tlemen propose  for  them  one  privilege  after  ano- 
ther. It  was  said,  at  that  time,  that  the  raising  of 
these  corps  would  not  injure  the  militia,  because 
they  would  be  liable  to  do  much  more  auty,  and 
be  at  greater  expenses,  and  that  nothing  but  love 
of  country  could  induce  young  men  thus  to  come 
forward.  But  now,  and  on  former  occasions,  at- 
tempts have  b^n  made  to  obtain  regulations  in 
their  favor.  They  had  hitherto  been  resisted,  and 
he  trusted  they  would  be  so,  for  if  ever  material 
distinctions  were  made  between  these  corps  and 
the  militia  Jthey  would  produce  nothing  but  dis- 
content. While  the  duty  bears  equally  upon  the 
people,  they  will  never  complain — they  will  do 
the  duty  they  are  called  upon  to  perform ;  but, 


whenever  advantages  are  given  to  one  class  of  cit- 
izens more  than  to  another,  dissatisfactions  and 
complaint  are  the  immediate  consequences. 

What  are  the  militia  obliged  to  do  ?  They  axe 
compelled  to  provide  their  own  arms,  and  to  be 
subject  to  the  call  of  Government  upon  any  ser- 
vice upon  which  they  may  think  it  necessary  to 
engage  them.  It  is  true  that  the  volunteers  may 
be  cstlled  into  service  for  a  longer  period  at  a  time ; 
but  that  was  a  condition  of  their  engagement  with 
which  they  were  acquainted  at  the  time.  But 
here  is  a  proposition  to  loan  them  arms ;  and  he 
was  of  opinion  this  circumstance  might  induce 
man]^  men  to  join  these  corps,  rather  than  the 
militia,  where  tney  would  have  to  purchase  their 
own  arms.  If  Government  have  not  the  arms  to 
sell  at  present,  as  had  been  suggested,  but  that  • 
they  might  loan  them,  why  not  put  the  provision 
upon  that  ground,  and  say  the  arms  shall  be  loan- 
ea  until  thev  can  be  got  for  sale  to  them.  To  such 
a  provision  he  should  not  object.  The  gentleman 
last  up  had  said,  the  volunteers  ought  to  have  a 
preference  given  them,  but  he  thought  not.  He 
supposes  that  the  enthusiasm  which  is  at  present 
so  prevalent  in  the  cities,  will  spread  to  the  coun- 
try. Mr.  W.  wished  it  might ;  out  if  it  did,  could 
the  gentlemen  suppose  that  there  are  arms  now  in 
the  public  arsenals  to  lend  to  these  youths  through- 
out the  country  ?  If  not,  these  persons  being  ex- 
cused from  militia  duty,  will  be  excused  from  all 
military  duty  whatsoever.  Besides,  if  the  United 
States  were  to  find  arms  for  all  these  volunteers, 
he  wished  fi^entlemen  to  recollect  how  serious  a 
sum  it  would  cost.  He  hoped,  therefore,  the  loan 
of  arms  would  be  confined  to  neld  pieces. 

Mr.  EoMOND  observed,  that  theeentleman  from 
North  Carolina  last  up  had  said  be  was  opposed 
to  distinctions^  yet  he  has  advocated  an  amend- 
ment which  will  go  to  create  them.  This  morn- 
ing a  bill  had  been  passed  for  supplying  the  militia 
with  arms,  and  if  neither  the  State  Governments 
nor  individuals  will  purchase  them,  they  are  to  be 
loaned  to  the  people.  He  himself  opposed  that 
measure,  because  he  believed  it  would  discourage 
persons  from  purchasing  arms,  when  they  had  a 
prospect  of  borrowing  them,  tnough  he  believed 
the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  was  in  favor 
of  it. 

The  volunteers  stand  upon  a  very  different 
ground  from  that  on  which  the  original  bill  pro- 
posed to  place  them.  It  was  there  proposed  that 
they  should  not  go  beyond  the  limits  of  an  ad- 
joining State.  And  in  that  case  multitudes  would 
have  come  forward,  provided  they  should  not  bb 
called  to  serve  as  a  standing  army,  whilst  their 
families  were  left  destitute.  Men  might  then  have 
been  tempted  to  have  left  the  militia,  in  order  to 
have  joined  these  corps ;  but  if  Congress  goes  so 
far  as  to  say  they  will  depend  solely  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  country  upon  tne  ardor  and  patriotism 
of  these  younff  men,  what  will  these  gentlemen 
say?  £lacn  willsay  to  himself,  '*  I  am  now  exempt 
from  military  duty,  there  is  no  law  to  compel  me 
to  it ;  but  if  I  go'into  these  volunteer  corps.  I  must 
equip  and  arm  myself;  I  may  be  marched  to  the 
extreme  parts  of  the  Union,  and  not  retcum  for 
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two  years.  If  I  do  not  join  this  corps,  I  can  stay 
at  home,  and,  when  called  upon,  do  militia  duty 
with  my  neighbours."  Where,  then,  he  asked, 
was  the  inducement  to  become  volunteers?  There 
is  none,  and  it  can  only  be  a  pure  sentiment  of 
patriotism  which  could  induce  young  men  to  en- 
ter these  corps.  He  hoped,  therefore,  the  law 
would  not  be  trammelled,  but  that  the  encourage- 
ment held  out  by  this  clause  would,  at  least,  be 
agreed  to ;  especially  as  men  bevond  the  age  of 
45,  who  are  excused  from  militia  duty,  might  join 
these  corps. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  said,  the  arguments  of  the  gen- 
leman  last  up  so  to  this,  that  there  ai^e  no  arms 
to  be  bought.  His  amendment  said  no  such  thing. 
He  wished  the  yolunteers  to  purchase  their  arms 
at  once.  If  the  gentleman  from  Connecticut 
could  show,  that  the  Qovernment  could  loan  arms, 
but  could-  not  sell  them,  his  arguments  would  have 
some  weight. 

With  respect  to  the  bill  passed  this  morning, 
it  did  not  originally  contemplate  any  loan  of 
arms  I  but  an  amendment  had  been  introduced 
into  It,  providing  that  in  case  of  any  emergency, 
and  any  of  the  arms  shall  remain  unsold,  they 
shall  be  loaned  to  such  persons  as  may  stand  in 
need  of  them. 

Supposing  that  5.000  stand  of  arms  were  only 
to  be  lent  to  these  volunteers,  it  would  create  a 
draft  on  the  Treasury  for  $80,000^  and  he  thought 
it  would  be  much  better  to  suffer  individuals,  who  i 
would  generally  be  very  able  to  do  it,  each  of  I 
them  to  pay  fourteen  or  sixteen  dollars  for  their  { 
own. 

Mr.  Dana  supposed,  as  a  military  man,  the  g^en- 
tleman  from  Maryland,  would  admit  the  propriety 
of  retaining  a  considerable  quantity  of  arms  in 
the  arsenals  of  the  United  States.  Would  it  not, 
then,  be  folly  and  madness  to  sell  all  the  arms  out 
of  the  arsenals  of  the  United  States  ?  Ought  we 
not  to  have  sufficient  for  an  army,  in  case  of  in- 
vasion? Admitting  we  have  only  this  quantity  at 
present,  if  we  loan  them,  and  take  receipts  for 
them  from  confidential  officers,  they  might  be  at 
aay  time  returned  in  better  condition,  probably, 
than  they  were  lent,  so  that  no  expense  would  be 
incurred.  And  these  arms  cannot  be  purchased 
of  a  proper  calibre  any  where  else. 

And  what  was  the  amount,  Mr.  D.  asked,  of 
the  elegant  harangue  of  the  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina,  on  the  odiousness  of  distinctions.  Does 
he  mean  to  say  there  ought  to  be  no  distinctions 
in  th^  community?  When  men  are  distinguished 
by  their  burdens,  ought  they  not  to  be  distinguished 
also  by  their  privileges  ? 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  called  and  taken.  The 
question  on  the  amendment  was  negatived — 46  to 
35,  as  follows : 

Ybas— John  Allen,  Abraham  Baldwin,  David  Bard, 
Lemad  Benton,  Thomas  Blount,  Deinsey  Burges, 
Thomas  Claibonie,  William  Charles  Cole  CUibome, 
John  Clopton,  John  Dtwion^  John  Fowler,  Albert 
Gdlatin,  James  Gillespie,  Andrew  Gregg,  John  A. 
Hanna.  Cartw  B.  Harrison,  Jonathan  N.  Havens, 
Joaef^  Heister,  David  Holmes,  Walter  Jones,  Matthew 
Lad^  Matthew  Lyon,  Nathaniel  Maoon,  Blair  Mo- 
5ih  Con.— 62 


Clenachan,  Josq>h  McDowell,  John  Milledge,  Anthony 
New,  Samuel  Smith,  Richard  Sprigg,  jr.,  Richaid 
Stanford,  Thomas  Sumter,  Ahram  Trigg,  John  Trig^ 
Jos^h  B.  Vamum,  and  Robert  Williams. 

Nats — Bailey  Bartiett,  James  A.  Bayard,  Dand 
Brooks,  Stephen  Bullock,  Christopher  G.  Champlin, 
John  Chapman,  James  Cochran,  Joshua  Coit,  William 
Craik,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  Thomas  T.  Davis,  John 
Dennis,  George  Dent,  William  Edmond,  Thomas  Evans^ 
Abiel  Foster,  Dwight  Foster,  Jonathan  Freeman,  Heniy 
Glen,  Chauncey  Goodrich,  William  Gordon,  Roger 
Griswold,  Robert  Goodloe  Harper,  William  Hindmim, 
Hezekiah  L.  Hosmer,  James  H.  Imlay,  John  Wilkes 
Kittera,  Samuel  Lyman,  William  Matthews,  Danid 
Morgan,  Isaac  Parker,  John  Reed,  John  Rutledge,  jr., 
James  Schureman,  Samuel  Sewall,  William  Shepud, 
Thomas    Sinnickson,    Samuel    Sitgreaves,    Nathaniel 

fmith,    William    Smith,    George  Thatcher,    Richard 
'homes,  Mark  Thomson,  Thomas  Tillinghast,  John  E. 
^^  Alen,  and  Peleg  Wadsworth. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  read  a  third 
time  to-morrow. 


Saturday,  June  16. 
PROVISIONAL  ARMY. 

The  bill  supplementary  to.  and  to  amend  the  act 
authorizing  the  President  or  the  United  States  to 
raise  a  provisional  army,  was  read  the  third  time^ 
and  passed — 42  to  30,  as  follows : 

Yba8 — John  Allen,  Bailey  Bartiett,  James  A.  Bayard, 
David  Brooks,  Stephen  Bullock,  Christopher  G.  Cham»> 
lin,  John  Chapman,  James  Cochran,  Joshua  Coit,  Wil- 
liam Craik,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  George  Dent,  William 
Edmond,  Abiel  Foster,  Dwight  Foster,  Jonathan  Free- 
man, Henry  Glen,  Chauncey  Gk>odrich,  William  Gor^ 
don,  Roger  Griswold,  Robert  Goodloe  Harper,  William 
Hindman,  Hezekiah  L.  Hosmer,  James  H.  Imlay, 
John  Wilkes  Kittera,  Samuel  Lyman,  Harrison  U. 
Otis,  Isaac  Parker,  John  Reed,  John  Rutledge,  jr., 
James  Schureman,  Samuel  Sewall,  WilMam  Shspaid, 
Samuel  Sitgreaves,  Nathaniel  Smith,  Samuel  Smith, 
Richard  Sprigg,  jr.,  George  Thatcher,  Mark  Thomson, 
Thomas  TiUinghast,  John  £.  Van  Alen,  and  Peleg 
Wadsworth. 

Nats — Abraham  Baldwin,  Lemuel  Benton,  Thomas 
Blount,  Demsey  Burges,  Thomas  Claiborne,  William 
Charies  Cole  Claiborne,  John  Clopton,  John  Dawson, 
John  Fowler,  Albert  Gallatin,  Andrew  Gregg,  John 
A.  Hanna,  Carter  B.  Harrison.  Jonathan  N.  Havens, 
Joseph  Heister,  David  Holmes,  Walter  Jones,  Matthew 
Locke,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Blair  McClenachan,  Joseph 
McDowell,  John  Milledge,  Anthony  New,  Wilham 
Smith,  Richard  Stanford,  Thomas  Sumter,  Abram 
Trigg,  John  Trigg,  Joseph  B.  Yaranm,  and  Robert 
WilUams. 

SEDITIOUS  PRACTICES. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sewall,  the  House  went 
into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  the 
prevention  and  restraint  of  dangerous  and  sedi- 
tious persons ;  when 

Mr.  Gallatin  rose  and  said,  he  did  not  meaa, 
in  objecting  to  the  first  section  of  this  bill^  to  take 
into  consideration  the  propriety  or  expediency  oi 
adopting  the  measures  proposed,  or  the  manner 
in  whicn  it  is  proposed  to  carrjuheie  meaaant 
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into  effect.  He  rose  merely  at  present  to  state  the 
CoostitatioDal  objections  which  he  conceived  to 
lie  against  this  section.  The  first  section  pro- 
rides,  "  that  any  alien  resident,  or  who  shall 
come  to  reside  within  the  United  States,  who  hath, 
4)r  shall  have  been  convicted  of  any  felony,  or 
#ther  infamous  crime,  or  who  shall  be  notoriously 
tt  fuf^tive  from  justice,  upon  any  charge  of  trea- 
sonable or  seditious  practices,  in  any  foreign  State 
or  country,  or  whose  continuance  within  the  United 
States  shall  be,  in  the  opinion  of  the  President  of 
^e  United  States,  injurious  to  the  public  peace 
and  safety,  may  be  deemed  and  adjudged  a  dan- 
gerous person,  and  may  be  required  to  depart  and 
may  be  apprehended  and  removed  therefrom." 

We  have^  said  he,  another  bill  on  the  table 
in  relation  to  alien  enemies;  this  bill,  therefore, 
must  be  considered  as  applying  to  alien  friend^ 
and  whatever  power  Congress  mav  have  in  rela- 
tion to  alien  enemies,  as  derived  Arom  its  power 
over  war  and  peace,  that  is  not  connected  with 
the  subject  of  alien  friends;  and  the  question  upon 
which  he  meant  to  make  some  remarks  is,  whether 
the  Qovernment  of  the  United  States  are  vested 
with  any  power  to  order  alien  friends  to  depart 
from  this  country. 

The  three  grounds  taken  by  this  bill,  upon  each 
of  which  aliens  may  be  sent  out  of  tne  country, 
are,  first^  aliens  who  may  have  been  convicted  of 
felonies  m  their  own  country ;  2dly,  aliens  who 
have  been  charged  with  seditious  practices  in  an- 
other ;  and,  3dly,  aliens  whpse  continuance  in  the 
United  States  may  be  dangerous  to  the  peace  and 
public  safety  of  the  country.  The  last  is  a  kind  of 
sweeping  provision  which  includes  the  other  two. 

Mr.  Q.  said,  it  must  be  agreed  by  all  that  every 
nation  had  a  right  to  permit  or  exclude  alien 
iriends  from  entering  within  the  bounds  of  their 
society.  This  is  a  right  inherent  in  every  inde- 
pendent nation ;  but  that  power  is  vested,  accord- 
ing to  the  Constitutions  of  different  countries,  in 
one  or  other  branch  of  the  Government.  In  this 
country,  he  contended,  that  the  power  to  admit,  or 
to  exclude  alien  friends,  does  solely  belong  to  each 
individual  State,  and  that  the  General  Gk)vern- 
tnent  has  no  power  over  them,  and,  therefore,  that 
all  the  provisions  in  this  bill  are  are  perfectly  un- 
eonstitutional. 

By  the  12th  article  of  the  amendments  to  the 
Constitution  (which  are  now  a  part  of  the  Con- 
stitution) it  is  provided,  ''That  the  powers,  not 
delegated  to  the  United  States,  by  the  Constitution, 
nor  prohibited  by  it  to  the  States,  are  reserved  to 
the  States  respectively,  or  to  the  people."  And  no 
power  is  given  by  the  Constitution  to  Congress 
to  banish  or  remove  alien  friends,  nor  is  there  any 
power  there  prohibiting  the  States  from  regulat- 
ing or  restraining  the  residence  of  alien  friends, 
«ttd  therefore  he  concluded  the  power  remained 
frith  them.  If  there  is  any  clause  in  the  Constitu- 
tion which  prohibits  individual  States  from  exer- 
cistBg  this  power,  or  which  eives  it  to  the  General 
Ctovernment,  he  should  be  sutd  to  have  it  pointed 
«iH,  bat  80  long  as  it  is  not  snown,  he  should  insist 
«pon  its  beioff  one  of  those  powers  which  still  re- 
*■!»»•  witk  tne  Slate  Governments.    It  is  a  fact 


well  ascertained,  that  in  the  Constitutictn  of  the 
United  States,  certain  specific  powers  are  given 
to  the  General  Government,  and  all  the  other 
powers  are  reserved  to  the  State  Governments; 
and  the  amendment  to  the  Constftution  above  cited 
was  positively  introduced  to  prevent  the  General 
€rove(nment  from  assuming  powers  which  were 
never  intended  to  be  given  to  it.  The  power  of 
refi;ulating  alien  friends,  in  every  possible  ease,  ke 
believed,  was  understood  to  lie  reserved  to  the 
States  at  the  time  the  Constitution  wa^  adopted. 

Mr.  G.  said,  he  would  notice  one  of  the  stroogisst 
cases,  viz:  alien  felons.  If  the  €k>vernmeBt  of  the 
United  States  could  be  supposed  to  have  power  to 
prevent  the  admission  of  alieBsof  any  description, 
It  must  be  those  of  thb  odious  caste^  but  even  this 
power  was  never  supposed  to  exist  in  the  United 
States.  Under  the  old  Articles  of  Confederadon 
(and  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  makes 
no  change  in  this  respect)  this  power  over  aliens 
was  never  claimed  or  exercised.  On  the  contrary, 
he  found  on  the  16th  September,  1788,  when  the 
Constitution  had  been  adopted  by  at  least  nine  of 
the  States,  and  wh^  of  course,  it  was  soon  to 
come  into  operation.  Congress,  passed  a  rebolve 
recommending  it  to  the  several  States  to  take  mea- 
sures to  prevent  the  introduction  of  transported 
malefactors  into  this  country  from  foreign  na- 
tions. If  Congress  had  supposed  they  possessed 
the  power  of  making  the  regulations  which  they 
recommended  to  the  States  to  make,  it  is  eleu* 
they  would  have  made  them,  and  not  have  eailed 
upon  the  States  to  make  them. 

According  to  the  recommendation  of  the  old 
Congress,  which  he  had  just  mentioned,  the  States 
passed  laws  on  the  subject.  He  found  that  since 
the  adoption  of  the  present  Constitution,  and  while 
the  first  Congress  were  in  session,  a  law  was  pass- 
ed by  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  founded  upon 
that  resolve,  forbidding  under  severe  penalties  the 
introduction  of  and  providing  for  the  removal  of 
convict  felons.  So  that  it  is  clear  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania  has  acted  upon  this  power  since  the 
adoption  of  the  present  Constitution ;  and  that  one 
of  the  objects  or  the  present  section  is  actually  al- 
ready provided  for  by  the  laws  of  the  State. 

Again,  there  are  other  clauses  of  the  Constitu- 
tion which  have  relation  to  this  subject.  One  imr 
mediately,  and  the  other  more  remotely.  The  lat- 
ter are  the  clauses  which  say,  "  The  privilege  of 
the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  shall  not  be  suspended, 
unless  when,  in  cases  of  rebellion  or  invasion,  the 
public  safety  may  ^require  it."  And'* no  persoa 
shall  be  deprived  of  life,  liberty,  or  property,  with- 
out due  process  of  law."  There  can  be  no  doubt 
that  if  this  bill  nasses  into  a  law,  it  will  amount  to 
a  suspension  of^the  habeas  corpus;  and  to  a  vio- 
lation of  the  last  clause.  This  last  clause  speaks 
of  persons,  not  of  citizens ;  so  far  as  relates  to  per- 
sonaliiberty,  the  Constitution  and  common  law 
include  aliens  as  well  as  citizens ;  and  if  Congress 
have  the  power  to  take  it  from  one,  they  may  also 
take  it  from  the  other.  He  said  he  did  not,  how^ 
ever,  lay  so  much  stress  on  those  clauses  as  upon 
some  others  of  the  Constitution. 

The  next  okuse  to  which  he^hould  refer,  was 
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the  one  he  had 


the  one  immediately  , 

just  quoted.    It  iij  io  th'ese  woras 

**The  emigration  or  importation  of  such  persons 
anj  of  the  States  now  existing  shaU  think  pro- 


per to  admit,  shall  noi  be  prohibited  bj  Congress,  jnior 
to  the  year  1808 ;  but  a  tax  or  daty  maybe  imposed  on 
•och  importation,  not  exceeding  ten  dollars  for  each  per- 
son." 

Here  is  a  jpositive  clause  which  says  that  the 
migration  ot  persons  shall  not  be  prohibited.  For 
it  will  be  noticed  the  word  migrcUiofij  which  must 
felftte  to  free  emigrants,  is  used,  as  well  as  the 
word  importation,  which  relates  exclusiFely  to 
slaves.  This  proFision  would  be  defetUed  by  this 
law,  as  it  would  give  the  President  the  power  lo 
remove  any  aliens  who  might  thus  migrate,  al- 
though the  States  had  thought  proper  to  admit 
4hem. 

Seeing,  therefore,  that  this  power  is  not  only 
not  given  to  the  United  States,  but  expressly  pro- 
iiibited,  and  that  this  bill  must  consequently  be 
unconstitutional  in  ever^  point  of  view,  and  hav- 
ing made  these  remarks  in  order  to  draw  from  the 
supporters  of  this  bill  the  reasons  upon  which  it 
is  founded,  he  should  move  to  strike  out  the  first 
section. 

Mr.  Sewall  would  not  pretend  to  say  that  this 
question  is  clear  from  every  kind  of  doubt,  bi^t  he 
believed  a  candid  examination  of  the  subject, 
would  convince  all  reasonable  men  that  Congress 
has,  and  ouffht  to  have  this  power,  and  further, 
ihftt  this  is  the  time  that  it  ought  to  make  use  of  it. 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  advances 
three  arguments,  by  which  he  attempts  to  prove 
ohat  the  power  or  making  the  proposed  regulations 
with  respect  to  aliens  does  not  exist  in  Congress. 
Mr.  8.  here  enumerated  the  three  different  argu- 
ments, and  gave  his  reasons  why  he  supposed  Con- 
gress nad  the  power  of  making  the  proposed  re- 
Slation.  And  the  first  thing  he  referred  to  was 
i  general  nature  of  the  Constitution  itself,  which 
he  (Sew  from  the  preamble,  in  the  following  words: 
"  We,  the  people  of  the  United  States,  in  order  to 
form  a  more  perfect  union,  establish  justice,  insure 
domestic  tranqttilli4y,  provide  for  the  common  de- 
fence, promote  the  general  welfare,  and  secure  the 
blessings  of  liberty  to  ourselves  and  our  posterity, 
4o  ordain,"  &c.  The  Constitution,  therefore,  he 
vaid.in  the  outset,  establishes  the  sovereignty  of 
lihe  United  States,  and  that  sovereignty  must  re- 
aide  io  the  Gk)vernmeDt  of  the  United  otates.  In- 
deed, if  we  attend  to  the  power  given  to  the  Gen- 
eral Government  to  regulate  commerce  with  for- 
eign nations,  it  is  an  evidence  of  ita  sovereignty ; 
aad;  being  once  admitted,  it  may  be  proved  in  a 
•FBTiety  of  details.  Mr.  S.  said,  he  should  therefore 
•r^ue  on  the  ground  of  the  sovereignty  of  the  nation 
being  in  the  Ueneral  Government,  as  it  respects  its 
interoourae  with  foreign  nations.  To  prov^  this, 
it  might  seem  to  be  sufficient  to  refer  to  the  man- 
ner in  which  our  foreign  political  intercourse  is 
carried  on;  yet  he  believed  it  would  be  difficult 
to  find  an  ej^ress  declaration  in  the  Constitution 
lh«t  this  power  is  in  the  General  Grovernment. 
There  was,  indeed,  something  to  he  gathered  by 
implication  from  the  power  of  appointing  loreign 


Ministers ;  but  this  does  not  determine  that  the 
intercourse  shall  be  altogether  maintained  by  a 
sovereignty  placed  in  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States,  yet  Congress  had  always  found  themselves 
bound  to  make  those  regulations. 

It  being  admitted  that  Congress  has  the  power 
to  regulate  commerce  with  foreign  nations,  and 
foreigners  who  come  here  genertdly  coming  for 
commercial  purposes,  Congress  has  of  course  pow- 
er to  make  regulations  with  respect  to  them,  unless 
this  newer  can  be  supposed  to  be  taken  away  by 
tke  nrst  article  of  the  9th  section,  which  he  could 
not  believe. 

Mr.  S.  read  the  article  just  mentioned,  which,  as 
it  gave  a  power  to  impose  a  tax  upon  migration 
of  emigrants,  was  a  commercial  regulation,  and 
therefore  came  within  the  powers  of  Congress  to 
rebate  commerce. 

Besides,  the  article  itself,  just  quoted,  implies  that 
the  Congress  has  the  power  to  regulate  this  busi- 
ness respecting  aliens,  or  why  does  the  clause  sus- 
pend the  power  till  1808  ?  Those  who  formed  this 
article  of  the  Constitution,  must  believe  that  Con- 
gress bad  some  power  over  aliens^  or  why  did  they 
prohibit  the  exercise  of  it  ?  and  if  they  had  it,  th^ 
must  have  derived  it  from  the  Constitution.  Tak- 
ing all  these  circumstances  together,  he  must  be- 
lieve that  Congress  has  the  power  of  regulating 
this  business.  ' 

As  to  the  question  respecting  the  writ  of  habeas 
corpus,  the  remarks  on  this  point  go  to  the  detail 
of  the  bill ;  and  are  not  applicable  to  the  first  sec- 
tion ;  but  this  regulation  would  by  no  means  sus- 
pend the  habeas  corpus.  To  suspend  the  habeas 
corpus,  is  to  commit  a  person  to  prison  without 
law ;  but  this  bill  does  not  propose  any  such  thing. 
He  took  it.  Congress  has  a  right  to  descri(>e  cer- 
tain crimes,  or  circumstances,  which  lead  to  the 
suspicion  of  crimes,  in  which  case  a  conmiitment 
ought  to  take  place ;  and  Government  has  a  right 
to  suspend  the  liberty  of  persons  in  cases  where 
they  suppose  there  would  be  danger  in  their  being 
at  large ;  but  the  persons  thus  imprisoned  would 
also  have  the  power  of  demanding  a  trial. 

As  to  the  first  article  of  the  9th  section,  it  is 
clear  from  this  article,  that  Congress  has  a  ri^ht  to 
lay  a  tax  upon  the  migration  of  any  foreigners 
which  the  State  shall  determine  to  admit,  which 
is  certainly  a  power  of  restricting  their  admission. 
But,  if  he  understood  the  section  rightly,  it  supposes 
that  Congte»8  have  a  right,  from  their  power  to 
provide  for  the  general  welfare  and  internal  tran- 
quillity, to  take  cognizance  of  everything  which 
relates  to  aliens ;  and  if  the  resideoee  of  any  aliens 
in  this  country  would  be  likely,  in  their  opinion,  to 
endanger  the  public  peace  and  tranquillity.  Con- 
fess have  a  right  to  take  such  measures  reapeot- 
ing  them  as  they  shall  think  fit. 

If  Congress  were  to  say,  that  no  alien  shall  be 
admitted  into  this  country,  they  would  only  exer- 
cise that  power  which  exists  in  every  country ;  but, 
this  the  Constitution  has  forbidden  Congreqs  from 
doing  till  the  year  1806.  It  is  clear,  therefore,4hef 
may  then  do  it,  and  in  the  meantime  imfKiae  a 
tax  of  ten  dollars  on  their  migration.  And  itia 
certainly  right  that  Congress  ahpuld  hm«lhif 
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power ;  for,  if  any  individual  State  choose  to  ad- 
mit felons,  or  notorious  fugitives  from  justice  on 
charg^e  of  treasonable  or  seditious  practices,  it 
would  be  in  vain  for  those  other  States  to  make 
regulations  on  the  subject. 

It  became  matter  for  consideration,  then,  how 
far  the  mere  right  of  admission  goes.  Because  the 
individual  Slates  have  a  right  to  admit  aliens,  it 
did  not.  he  conceived,  follow  that  Congress  can- 
not make  regulations  respecting  their  continuance 
here.  Congress,  in  right  of  its  sovereign  power  to 
preserve  peace  and  tranquillity,  might  order  such 
aliens  to  depart  from  any  of  tne  States,  as  they 
shall  conceive  to  be  dangerous,  and  the  present 
law  goes  to  consider  persons  of  a  certain  descrip- 
tion as  dangerous  to  the  peace  of  the  United  States. 

By  what  power,  Mr.  S.  asked,  could  Congress 
send  away  alien  enemies  Tand  no  one  doubted 
this  power)  if  the  States  nave  full  power  over 
aliens  ?  If  we  have  power  in  one  case,  it  struck 
him,  we  have  it  in  the  other,  since  in  both  their  re- 
moval is  necessary  for  the  public  safetv ;  for  trans- 
ported felons,  and  persons  notoriously  seditious, 
are  full  as  likely  to  become  dangerous  to  the  coun- 
try as  alien  enemies.  He  believed  the  sovereign 
power  of  every  country  had  exercised  a  right 
similar  to  this.  He  therefore  hoped  the  power 
would  not  be  objected  to  here ;  but,  that  it  would 
be  allowed  that  Congress  had  the  power  to  author- 
ize the  President  to  take  whatever  measures  are 
necessary  with  respect  to  aliens,  which  are  not 
inhuman  and  improper  in  themselves. 

Mr.  Otis  said,  that  the  objections  made  against 
this  bill  are  not  such  as  hehkd  anticipated.  He  ex- 
pected to  have  heard  the  most  elaborate  harangues 
m  favor  of  the  liberty  of  the  press,  and  on  the 
right  Vhich  ought  to  be  allowed  to  censure  men 
and  measures,  and  such  popular  topics;  but  be 
did  not  foresee  any  objection  arising  from  the 
Constitution. 

He  did  not  think  it  required  much  time  or  abil- 
ity, however^  to  answer  the  objections  produced 
on  this  occasion  by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania. If  Congress  have  not  the  power  of  restram- 
ing  seditious  persons,  it  is  extremely  clear  they 
hare  not  the  power  which  the  Constitution  says 
they  have,  bf  providing  for  the  common  defence 
and  general  welfare  of  the  Union. 

It  has  been  said,  Congress  was  restricted  from 
the  use  of  this  power  by  the  9th  section  of  the  first 
article  of  the  Constitution,  which  provides  that 
the  migration  or  importation  of  such  persons  as 
the  States  should  think  proper  to  admit  should 
not  be  prohibited  prior  to  180K6.  If  this  clause  in 
its  most  rigid  construction  amounted  to  a  prohibi- 
tion to  the  National  Gk>vernment  with  respect  to 
the  banishment  of  aliens,  in  all  cases  where  the 
separate  States  had  thought  proper  to  admit  them, 
it  should  still  be  shown  that  individual  States  had 
ever  thought  proper  to  admit  aliens  of  the  descrip- 
tion mentioned  in  this  bill.  He  believed  no  State 
had  passsed  laws  declaring  it  to  be  their  intention  to 
aduMt  fugitives  from  justice  and  seditious  persons 
into  their  territory.  It  is  true,  that  some  of  the 
States  may  hare  tolerated  the  admission  of  such 
persons  by  forbearing  to  enact  laws  against  them ; 


but  their  silence  on  this  subject  can  never  be  con- 
sidered as  evidence  of  their  assent  to  the  emigra- 
tion of  such  characters. 

The  article  of  the  Constitution  alluded  to,  as  he 
understood  it.  had  an  evident  reference  to  a  species 
of  foreigners  held  as  property  in  some  of  the  States 
whose  importation  is  sanctioned  by  their  laws. 
He  meant  slaves.  The  object  was  to  prevent  any 
interference  of  the  General  Grovemment  with  the 
State  Grovernments  in  the  admission  of  these  per- 
sons before  the  year  1808.  This  construction  ap^ 
pears  very  material^  because  in  all  those  States 
where  this  property  is  held  they  have  their  own 
laws  for  regulating  their  admission  and  iinporta- 
tion,  but  in  no  State  did  laws  exist  regulating  the 
migration  of  any  other  aliens. 

But  thegentleman  from  Pennsylvania  says,  that 
after  the  Constitution  had  been  adopted  by  nine  of 
the  States,  the  old  Congress  recommended  to  the 
several  States  to  take  measures  against  the  intro- 
duction of  malefactors  from  foreign  countries,  and 
from  hence  he  infers  that  this  ri^ht  did  not  belong 
to  the  old  Congress,  and  in  their  estimation  was 
not  delegated  to  the  Federal  Government  The 
fact  is,  that  although  the  Constitution  was  adopted, 
yet  as  the  Legislature  had  not  then  met,  it  was  not 
m  operation,  and  the  old  Congress,  perceiving  dan- 
gers arising  from  this  source,  might  as  well  re- 
commend to  the  States  to  provide  against  them, 
as  against  any  other  dangers.  Suppose,  before  the 
Congress  had  met,  money  had  be^n  wanting,  and 
the  States  had  been  applied  to  for  it,  would  it  af- 
terwards have  been  said  that  the  requisition  of  the 
old  Congress  after  the  Constitution  had  been  rati- 
fied was  evidence  of  their  opinion,  that  the  Liegisla* 
ture  of  the  Union,  under  the  new  Government,  had 
no  authority  to  raise  money  ?  He  presumed  that  it 
was  foreseen  by  the  old  Congress  that  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Legislature  under  the  new  Govern- 
ment would  of  necessity  be  occupied  upon  sub- 
jects of  a  more  momentous  nature  for  some  time, 
>and  the  recommendation  was  wise  in  itself,  and 
by  no  means  conclusive  against  the  authority 
now  claimed  by  this  bill. 

But  it  was  said,  that  to  pass  this  bill  would  be 
to  suspend  the  habeas  corpus.  He  denied  this. 
Every  alien  resident,  when  apprehended,  would 
be  at  liberty  to  apply  to  a  Judge  for  a  writ  of  ha- 
beas corpus.  The  return  of  the  warrant  would 
show  that  he  had  been  legally  apprehended  as 
a  person  dangerous  to  the  peace  of  the  United 
States  and  under  their  authority,  and  he  would 
be,  of  course,  recommitted.  But  it  appeared  to 
him  an  absurd  supposition,  that  Congress  has  not 
the  power  to  restrain  and  to  banish  persons  who 
may  have  been  sent  into  this  country  for  the  very 
purpose  of  spreading  sedition  and  of  dividing  the 
people,  whose  intrigues  and  malpractices  threaten 
the  welfare  and  the  very  existence  of  the  Gk>vem- 
roent.  if  the  Constitution  prevented  Congress 
from  exercising  these  powers,  would  such  a  Con- 
stitution be  worth  a  farthing  ?  It  certainly  woold 
not ;  since  the  power  of  sending  off  this  description 
of  persons  is  essential,  not  only  to  the  promotion 
o{  the  public  welfare^  by  preserving  peace,  but  to 
the  efficient  prosecution  of  a  mr. 
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Bat  he  wished  to  know  why  the  section  of  the 
Coastituiion  alluded  to,  according  to  the  construc- 
tion of  gentlemen,  might  not  as  well  restrain  Con- 
gress from  taking  measures  against  the  migration 
of  a  French  army,  as  against  the  landing  of  other 
aliens ;  for  he  saw  no  power  given  to  Congress 
by  the  Constitution  to  prevent  the  migration  of  a 
foreign  army  into  this  country.  Yet,  though  there 
ia  no  express  authority  to  this  effect,  it  is  one  of 
those  things  which  is  too  evident  to  be  doubted ; 
and  an  army  of  soldiers  would  not  be  so  danger- 
ous to  the  country,  as  an  army  of  spies  and  incen- 
diaries scattered  through  the  Continent. 

He  thought  the  whole  question  resolved  itself 
into  this  inquiry :  has  Congress  the  power  to  pro- 
vide for  the  common  defence  and  welfare  of  the 
country  ?  And,  if  so,  do  we  deem  it  essential  to 
this  end,  that  the  proposed  power  should  be  given 
to  the  President,  or  to  some  other  Department  of 
Government  ?  He  thought  it  was ;  and  if  there 
be  anything  in  the  letter  of  the  Constitution  which 
would  appear  to  bear  a  different  construction, 
which  he  denied,  it  ouffht  to  be  reconciled  to  other 
clauses  and  powers  which  impose  the  sacred  and 
superior  duty  of  providing  for  the  safety  of  the 
country,  and  without  which  all  our  efforts  against 
our  enemy  will  prove  vain  and  futile.  In  this 
case  there  was  not  a  shadow  of  difficultv.  Aliens 
mav  come  hither  under  the  laws  of  tne  States, 
and  when  they  become  dangerous  they  may  be 
expelled  by  the  laws  of  the  Union. 

It  remained  for  gentlemen  to  consider  whether 
we  have  any  danger  to  apprehend  from  this  source, 
or  not  Whether  the  French  might  not  employ 
other  persons  than  their  own  citizens  to  carry  on 
their  nefarious  purpos^  in  this  country  1  In  his 
humble  opinion,  there  is  greater  danger  from  this 
source  than  from  any  other.  He  believed  it  had 
been  owing  to  this  cause  that  all  the  Republics  in 
Europe  have  been  laid  prostrate  in  the  dust ;  it  is 
this  system  which  has  enabled  the  French  to  over- 
leap all  natural  and  artificial  obstructions ;  to  sub- 
jugate Holland  and  Italy,  to  destroy  the  Helvetit 
Confederacy,  and  force  a  passage  through  rocks 
and  mountains,  which  have  been  for  ages  sacred 
to  the  defence  of  liberty  :  it  is  this  svstem  which . 
has  watered  the  tomb  of  William  Tell  with  the 
blood  of  widows  fighting  over  their  slaughtered 
husbands,  and  with  the  tears  of  orphans  who  sur- 
Tive  to  swell  the  procession  of  the  victors. 

Mr.  O.,  notwithstanding,  believed  that  there  are 
aliens  in  this  country  who  would  never  be  affect- 
ed by  this  law,  and  tnat  there  were  among  us  even 
natives  of  France,  whose  merit  and  misfortunes 
gave  a  claim  to  protection,  and  who  would  prove 
good  citizens ;  and  he  was  willing  to  make  the 
most  ample  nrovision  for  the  security  of  the  pro- 

e^rty  of  botn  alien  enemies  and  alien  friends, 
ut  while  he  respected  the  rights  of  the  individu- 
al, and  disdained  to  retaliate  upon  private  prop- 
erty, he  could  not,  with  the  dreadful  examples  of 
other  countries  bejfore  his  eyes,  omit  the  most  ne- 
cessary precautions  against  the  most  instant  dan- 
ger. In  the  late  situation  of  those  countries  and 
of  his  own  country,  he  could  trace  some  painful 
juialogies.    If  we  knew  ourselves  to  be  a  chosen 


people,  if  the  age  of  miracles  should  return,  and 
Omnipotence  should  speak  to  us  by  the  mouths  of 
his  holy  prophets,  neither  miracles  or  prophecy 
would  strike  home  to  his  mind  a  deeper  conviction 
than  he  now  felt^  that  in  the  fate  of  the  European 
Republics  we  might  read  our  own,  unless  all  the 
prudence  and  energies  of  our  country  were  sum- 
moned to  avert  it.  They  boasted  of  their  patriot- 
ism and  courage,  they  talked  loudly  of  defence, 
and  of  resisting  the  invader ;  of  their  attachment 
to  their  Government,  and  of  their  preference  of 
death  to  submission.  Yet,  when  the  hour  of  trial 
arrived,  it  appeared  that  secret  corruption  and  for- 
eign influence  had  completed  their  work ;  upon 
the  slightest  shock,  those  Republics  crumbled  mto 
fragments,  and  the  good  and  the  honest  citizens 
were  left  to  stare,  with  stupid  wonder,  at  the  ease 
with  which  foreign  agents  and  domestic  traitors 
vaulted  into  place  and  power.  It  is  needless  to 
fatigue  the  committee  with  these  recitals — not  to 
see  their  application  is  to  be  blinded  with  a  flood 
of  light—not  to  believe  in  their  moral  was  gross 
and  fatal  infidelity.  He  hoped  the  objection  would 
be  renounced,  ana  that  the  bill  would  pass. 

Mr.  R.  Williams  said  that,  although  there 
might,  in  his  opinion,  be  many  objections  against 
the  passing  of  a  bill  of  this  kmd,  and  though  he 
believed  it  would  be  consistent  with  the  rules  of 
the  House  to  show  that  impolicy,  to  induce  the 
committee  to  strike  out  the  first  section,  he  should 
confine  himself  to  the  Constitutional  question. 

If  the  principle  which  the  geiftlemen  from  Mas- 
sachusetts have  dr^wn  from  the  preamble  of  the 
Constitution,  of  providing  for  the  common  defence 
and  welfare  of  the  Union,  be  correct,  it  appeared 
to  him  unnecessary  to  have  any  other  provision 
in  the  Constitution  besides  the  preamble,  as  it  may 
be  inferred  from  that,  that  Congress  has  all  pow- 
er whatever.  If  sucn  a  construction  be  allowed,* 
what  becomes  of  the  powers  of  the  State  Govern- 
ments ?  This  preamble  of  the  Constitution  would 
swallow  up  the  whole. 

Mr.  W.  conceived  ^ntlemen  erred  in  the  vcrv 
commencement  of  their  arguments,  in  not  consia- 
ering  how  the  Qenenral  Government  had  grown 
out  of  the  State  Governments  and  from  the  peo- 
ple ;  for  it  is  clear,  if  they  had  thus  considered  the 
matter,  they  must  have  seen  that  this  Govern- 
ment can  have  no  other  power  than  what  is  given 
to  it  fr^m  the  State  Governments  and  by  the  peo- 
ple, in  the  Constitution. 

Mr.  W.  would  agree  that,  if  the  General  Gov- 
ernment were  to  w  considered  as  possessing  all 
power,  and  the  State  Governments  and  peome  as 
possessing  none,  then  the  arguments  of  gentfemen 
would  apply ;  but,  he  believed,  this  was  a  ground 
that  no  gentleman  could  maintain.  It  must  be 
acknowledged  that  the  State  Grovemments  retain 
to  themselves  certain  powers,  and  that  the  people 
also  retain  certain  other  powers,  which  they 
have  neither  delegated  to  the  State  nor  Qea- 
eral  Government ;  and  for  the  latter  to  attempt  to 
exercise  any  power  which  has  not  been  siven  to 
it  by  the  Constitution,  is,  of  course,  a  violation  of 
the  Constitution. 

The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  who  wia 
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first  up,  (Mr.  Sewall,)  grounded  his  arguments 
in  support  of  this  bill  on  two  principles  viz :  on  the 
preamble  of  the  Constitution,  and  on  the  power  of 
Congress  to  regulate  commerce.  The  latter,  he 
thought,  a  curious  idea,  that  all  emigrants  coming 
to  this  country  should  be  considered  as  articles  of 
commerce.  No  such  idea  could  certainly  be  drawn 
fVom  the  Constitution,  and  it  was  inconsistent 
with  any  exposition  of  the  word  "commerce," 
which  he  had  ever  h^td  of.  But  admitting  these 
emigrants  could  be  considered  as  articles  of  com- 
merce, he  would  still  ask,  whether  the  principle 
Would  go  to  the  extent  of  this  bill?  It  would  not.  It 
only  went  to  say,  Congress  should  have  the  yow- 
6r  of  laying  a  tax  of  ten  dollars  upon  their  migra- 
tion, as  the  migration  cannot  be  prohibited  till  the 
year  1808. 

Mr.  W.  could  not  see  how  gentlemen  could 
Contend,  from  this  clause  of  the  Constitution,  that 
Congress  has  a  right  to  prevent  the  mij^ration  of 
fbreiffners,or  remove  them  after  they  arrive,  which 
would  be  the  same  thing,  to  individual  States ;  or 
whether,  if  Congress  could  send  out  one  per- 
son, there  be  anything  in  the  Constitution  to  pre- 
vent them  from  sending  out  all  aliens  from  the 
country  ?  And  if  this  could  be  done,  he  would  go 
so  far  as  to  say,  that  all  that  species  of  property, 
(slaves.)  which  may  well  be  looked  upon  as  an 
evil  and  dangerous  to  society,  not  only  at  present, 
but  in  the  most  peaceable  times,  may  also  be  sent 
out  of  the  country.  And  as  ready  as  the  South- 
ern States  are  to  grant  slaves  are  a  dangerous 
property  and  an  evU  in  their-country,  they  will 
not  consent  to  Congress  assuming  the  power  of 
depriving  their  owners  of  them,  contrary  to  their 
Will.  Yet  they  might  as  well  exercise  this  pow- 
er, as  the  one  they  are  about  to  exercise. 
.  Mr.  W.  did  not  think  it  was  enough  to  say  that 
evils  exist,  for  Congress  to  proceed  to  remedy  them. 
They  ought  first  to  inquire  whether  they  have  the 
Constitutional  power  to  afford  the  remedy,  or  whe- 
ther it  is  not  placed  elsewhere.  But  gentlemen 
exclaim.  Shall  we  not  punish  persons  who  commit 
offences  ?  He  would  answer,  yes ;  but  this  bill 
does  not  propose  a  punishment  for  an  offence,  or 
that  persons  shall  be  convicted  before  they  are 
punished,  and  sent  away.  Aliens  are  to  be  sent 
out  of  the  country  on  suspicion,  which  is  not  to 
be  ascertained  by  any  known  tribunal,  but^at  the 
discretion  of  the  President  of  the  United  States; 
and  as  it  would  be  impossible  for  him  personally  to 
attend  to  cases  which  may  happen  in  different  parts 
of  the  United  States,  he  must  have  correspond- 
ents in  different  parts  of  the  United  States,  upon 
whose  information  he  will  have  implicitly  to  rely. 
He  must  also  delegate  his  power  to  persons  withm 
the  different  States ;  and,  though  he  might  not 
himself  abuse  it,  no  one  could  say  that  none  of  his 
ag[ents  would  not  do  so.  '  Besides,  it  is  inconsistent 
with  the  provisions  of  our  Constitution,  and  our 
iliodes  of  jurisprudence,  to  transfer  power  in  this 
manner ;  and  he  conceived  that  it  would  be  better 
to  endure  a  temporary  evil  than  to  violate  the  Con- 
stitution. 

The  latter  gentleman,  from  Massachusetts,  as- 
s^ted  another  curiotis  princii^e— a  principle  which 


I  he  never  heard  advanced  before,  viz:  that  if  the 
i  States  think  this  law  a  violation  of  their  right, 
they  might  pass  a  law  to  contravence  it.  Could, 
then,  the  power  exist  in  both  the  State  Govern- 
ments and  the  Government  of  the  United  States? 
If  ^ntleman  wished  to  produce  a  state  of  thingjs 
which  he  was  not  desirous  of  seeing,  this,  in  his 
opinion,  was  the  way  to  effect  it.  The  Constitution 
admitted  of  no  such  principle  as  this.  If  a  law 
was  passed,  it  was  immediately  presumed  it  was 
according  to  the  Constitution  ;  as  it  was  supposed 
Congress  understood  their  power  too  Veil  to  pass 
a  law  which  the  Constitution  did  not  give  them 
authority  to  pass.  It  would  not  do  for  them  to  say 
to  the  States,  "  You  have  been  backward  in  your 
duty,  and  therefore  we  will  do  it  for  you."  It  n 
their  power,  and  they  have  a  right  to  use  it,  or  leC 
it  alone. 

It  had  been  said,  the  1st  article  of  the  9th  section 
of  the  Constitution  relates  only  to  slaves ;  but  the 
term  migration  could  not  relate  to  slaves,  since 
they  were  not  imported  according  to  their  free  will. 
It  must  apply  to  emigrants,  not  only  from  foreigm 
countries,  out  from  one  State  to  another ;  and.  as 
far  as  he  ever  understood  the  ground  upon  whiell 
that  clause  was  adopted,  it  was,  in  order  to  accoM^ 
modate  those  States  who  have  large  tracts  of  un* 
cultivated  country,  by  permitting  them  to  have 
leave  to  admit  of  such  migrations  as  they  should 
judge  proper,  for  a  period  which  they  deemed  s<rf» 
ficient  to  insure  them  a  sufficiency  of  population. 
Indeed,  he  believed  the  Constitution  would  never 
have  been  adopted  without  a  clause  of  this  kincL 
as  those  States  who  were  in  this  situation,  ana 
who  brougrht  forward  the  clause,  would  never  have 
agreed  to  it  without  such  a  provision. 

But  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  said  it 
would  be  hard,  indeed,  if  Congress  had  not  the 
power  of  preventing  people  from  scattering  sedi- 
tion though  the  country.  He  agreed  with  that 
gentleman,  it  would  be  hard  if  (jongress  had  not 
that  power.  But  is  this  bill  merely  for  the  par- 
pose  of  punishing  offences  ?  No  such  thing ;  it  is 
for  the  purpose  of  sending  persons  out  of  the  conn* 
try  before  they  have  committed  any  ofience.  If 
the  bill  merely  provided  punishment  for  offences, 
which  were  defined,  he  should  not  object  to  it ; 
but  it  was  of  a  much  more  arbitrary  cast. 

The  same  gentleman  went  on  to  say  what  a 
particular  nation  had  done ;  but  this  bill  does  not 
relate  to  one  nation,  but  to  aliens  from  all  conn- 
tries  ;  l^nd  because  other  nations  have  done  mis- 
chievous and  turbulent  acts,  are  we  to  violate  our 
Constitution  merely  to  come  at  particular  char- 
acters 1  He  would  not  do  it.  It  there  were  no 
other  means  of  doing  it,  he  would  leave  them  at 
large;  but  he  said  there  were  other  means  of 
doing  it.  Our  Constitution  would  be  a  very  slen- 
der security  to  the  people  of  this  country,  in  the 
possession  of  those  rights  which  he  supposed  thef 
never  meant  willingly  to  part  with,  ir,  on  the  cry 
of  there  being  danger  here,  or  seditious  persona 
there,  violations  were  to  be  made  in  it,  in  order  to 
meet  the  evil.  If  this  were  once  admitted,  ther« 
would  not  be  wantinj?  persons  who  would  be  ready 
to  take  advantage  of  these  opportunities  to  briof 
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about  a  radicdl  chaage  in  our  GoyemmeDt.  Vain 
and  idle  insinuations  of  this  kind  have  already 
had  too  much  weight  in  this  country,  and  he 
hoped  they  would  not  he  suffered  to  alarm  the 
House  into  a  violation  of  the  Constitution,  and, 
of  course,  their  oath  to  support  it. 

The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  last  up,  said 
ke  was  surprised  the  bill  had  been  attacked  m  this 
mpeet.  He  could  readily  believe  the  gentleman 
haa  been  surprised,  from  the  arguments  he  made 
vae  of ;  but  he  could  assure  him  that  it  was  not 
because  he  did  not  think  other  parts  of  the  bill 
objectionable,  that  he  did  not  at  present  notice 
them.  If  the  unconstitutionality  of  the  measure 
waA  sufficiently  grounded,  it  would  be  unnecessary 
to  go  into  those  parts  of  the  bill  which  the  gen- 
tleman supposes  are  calculated  to  bring  about  a 
discussion  on  the  liberty  of  the  press.  He  hoped 
the  section  would  be  struck  out,  because  he  thought 
it  impossible  to  make  this  bill  any  other  than  a 
violation  of  the  Constitution. 

Mr.  Bayard  observed  that  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Gallatin)  had  objected  to 
this  bill  on  three  different  grounds,  viz:  in  the 
first  placej  he  states  that  Congress  possesses  no 
fKiwer  which  is  not  given  to  it  by  the  Constitu- 
tion, and  that  the  power  of  making  a  law  like  the 
present  is  not  given.  In  the  next  place  he  states 
that  this  bdl  militates  against  that  clause  of  the 
CcNQstitution  which  says  the  privilege  of  the  writ 
of  habeas  corpus  shall  not  be  suspended,  unless  in 
eases  of  rebellion  or  invasion ;  and,  in  the  third 
place,  that  it  militates  against  that  article  of  the 
Constitution  which  says  that  Congress  shall  not 
prohibit  the  migration  of  such  persons  as  the  States 
s^alJ  think  proper  to  admit  belore  a  certain  period. 

With  respect  to  the  first  objection,  he  agreed 
with  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  that  Con- 
gress had  no  power  but  what  was  given  them  by 
the  Constitution.  He  thoi^ht  the  twelfth  article 
of  the  amendments  conclusive  on  this  point.  He 
confessed,  however,  that  he  could  not  see  why  the 
ffentlfman  should  refer  to  any  proceedings  under 
Uie  old  Co'nfederation  to  support  his  doctrine; 
because  this  Qovernment  had  been  substituted  in 
slace  of  that,  and  derives  its  powers  and  authority 
nrom  the  Constitution,  and  not  from  anything 
done  under  the  old  Ciovernment  But  Mr.  B. 
contended,  that  the  power  was  expressly,  if  not 

rifically  given  to  Congress,  by  the  1st  article  of 
8th  section  of  the  Constitution,  which  is  in 
the  following  words.  "  Congress  shall  have  power 
to  lay  and  collect  taxes,  duties,  imposts,  and  ex- 
cises, to  pay  the  debts  and  provide  for  the  com- 
mon defence  and  general  welfare  of  the  United 
•States :  but  all  duties,  imposts,  and  excises,  shall 
be  uniform  throughout  the  United  States." 

Thus,  then,  it  is  evident,  that  the  power  is  ex- 
pressly given  to  Congress  to  provide  for  the  com- 
mon defence  and  general  welfare,  and  it  is  not 
necessary  to  be  given  specifically.  The  conclud- 
ing article  of  the  same  section  also  provides,  ^^  that 
Congress  shall  make  all  laws  which  shall  be  neces- 
sary and  proper  for  carrying  into  execution  the 
foregoing  powers."  Hence,  it  is  extremely  clear 
Ihal  Congress  has  the  power  to  do  what  is  neces- 


sary for  the  common  defence  and  general  welfare^ 
and  the  only  question  before  the  committee  is^ 
whether  this  law  is  necessary  for  these  purposes? 
Because,  if  it  is,  it  comes  witnin  the  express  letter 
of  the  C;oQstitulion.  Thereforo/iostead  of  argQ^ 
ing  aj^ainst  the  Constitution,  it  |^came  necessary 
for  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  to  show 
that  the  provisions  of  this  bill  are  not  necessary 
for  the  common  defence  an(f  general  welfare  of 
the  United  States.  Mr.  £^  tbfen  read  the  provir 
sions  of  the  section.  Wi;^  respect  to  the  GxH 
description  of  aliens  here  spoken  of,  viz :  felonsi 
Mr.  B.  supposed  it  must  be  tne  wish  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania,  and  everybody  else,  to 
free  our  country  from  intamous  characters  of  this 
kind.  In  order  to  prove  that  Congress  have  not 
the  power  to  send  out  of  the  country  persons  of 
this  description,  the  gentleman  has  had  recourse^ 
not  to  the  Constitution,  but  to  the  laws  of  Peiui* 
sylvania.  But  when  the  law  which  he  had  ad- 
duced was  considered,  it  confirmed  the  propriety 
of  sending  off  from  the  country  men  who  had 
been  convicted  of  felony  in  another  country ;  fof 
that  law  says,  persons  of  this  description  shall  not 
be  permitted  to  come  into  the  country  at  all.  And 
could  there  be  any  doubt  of  the  propriety  of  thi« 
conduct?  He  was  certain  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  could  not  say  it  would  be  for  tbe 
welfare  of  this  country  to  admit  characters,  who, 
having  offended  the  laws  of  their  own  country,  as 
well  as  every  sense  of  morality,  could  not  be  ejk 
pected  to  become  good  citizens  here,  or  serve  any 
purpose  which  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania, 
or  any  other  gentleman,  could  have  in  view. 

The  next  description  of  persons  against  whom 
this  bill  is  directed,  includes  aliens  who  are  fugjr 
tives  from  justice  on  charges  of  treason  or  sedi- 
tion. And  can  there  be  any  more  doubt  as  to  the 
propriety  of  excluding  from  the  United  States  tkie 
class  of  aliens  ?  He  believed  not.  It  might  easily 
be  supposed,  that  persons  who  have  been. guilty  of 
treason  or  sedition  in  their  native  country,  who 
have  been  able  to  break  all  the  ties  of  allegianoe 
and  affection  for  ooe  Gk)vernment,  will  not  become 
very  obedient  or  peaceable  citizens  here.  It  can- 
not be  expected  that  these  exotics  will  support  this 
Government,  when  they  have  notoriously  opposed 
that  of  the  country  which  they  have  deserted. 
This  provision  would  only  extend  to  those  aliens 
who  had  been  in  the  country  a  less  period  than 
two  years,  and  he  thought  such  a  provision  would 
be  veary  proper  to  operate  upon  this  description  of 
persons.  For  when  he  saw  men  among  us,  who 
had  been  in  the  country  fifteen  or  twenty  years, 
wanting  in  attachment  to  this  country,  and  even 
some  men  who  owe  their  birth  to  it,  he  supposed 
but  little  dependence  could  be  placed  upon  the 
attachment  of  aliens  to  this  Qovernment,  who 
have  been  here  a  shorter  period  than  two  yeam, 
and  that  it  might  b«  supposed  they  would  be  fs 
likely  to  join  the  standard  of  an  enemy,  in  oaae 
of  an  invasion,  as  that  of  this  country. 

The  third  description  of  persons  included  in  this 
bill  are  those  whose  continuance  in  the  Unitid 
States  the  President  shall  deem  injurious  to  the 
public  peace  and  safety. 
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Upon  this  head,  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylva- 
nia might,  perhaps,  diler  from  him  in  opinion. 
He  thought  the  consideration  was.  whether,  if  this 
power  was  given  to  the  President,  he  would  abuse 
It?  He  had  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  he  had 
ao  much  confidence  in  the  President  as  to  believe 
the  power  would  not  be  abused.  And  if  we  had 
reliance  that  the  power  would  not  be  abused,  he 
did  not  think  any  other  objection  could  be  brought 
against  it;  because,  if  it  was  not  abused,  no  per- 
aon  will  ever  be  sent  away  whose  residence  is  not 
judged  dangerous  to  the  public  peace  and  safety 
of  the  United  States,  and  such  persons  no  one' 
eould  wish  to  be  retained. 

Mr.  B.  concluded,  therefore,  that  the  power  of 
Congress  to  act  upon  all  the  different  cases  con- 
tain^ in  this  section  is  strictly  contained  in  the 
Constitution,  by  the  two  clauses  which  he  had 
read  to  the  committee. 

With  respect  to  the  objections  of  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania,  that  this  clause  will  operate 
against  that  clause  of  the  Constitution  whicn  says 
the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  shall  not  be  suspended, 
he  certainly  had  not  formed  an  accurate  opinion 
upon  that  subject.  In  order  to  know  whether  this 
is  a  suspension  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus,  it  will 
be  proper  to  inquire  what  is  a  suspension  of  it? 
This  is  a  definite  idea,  established  ny  precedent. 
In  England,  it  is  well  known,  there  is  the  same 
provision,  and  we  know  it  has  been  occasionally 
suspended.  What,  then,  was  to  be  done  in  that 
ease?  It  is  provided  by  law  that  the  habeas  cor- 
pus shall  not  issue  at  all.  Before  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania  can  say,  therefore,  that  the 
liabeas  corpus  is  suspended,  he  must  show  some 
•tct  by  which  it  is  declared  to  be  so.  This  bill 
provides  only  for  the  arrestation  of  persons  in  cer- 
tain caaes,  and  it  will  be  competent  for  every  per- 
son so  Arrested  to  obtain  a  wnt  of  habeas  corpus. 
It  was  now  extremely  clear,  therefore,  that  this 
•writ  might  still  issue  to  the  same  extent  as  before. 
The  last  objection  made  against  the  first  section 
Of  this  bill  is  founded  on  the  article  which  relates 
to  the  prohibition  of  the  migration  and  importa- 
tion of  persons  into  this  country.  Mr.  B.  asked 
whether,  if  this  bill  passed  into  a  law,  it  would 
not  be  in  the  power  of  the  several  States  to  ad- 
mit of  the  importation  and  migration  of  persons 
in  the  same  wav  that  they  do  at  present?  This 
bill  provides  only  that  if  any  improper  or  danger- 
ous persons  shall  be  admitted,  in  order  to  preserve 
the  public  peace  and  safety,  the  President  shall 
have  power  to  remove  them  out  of  the  country. 

If  there  was  any  solidity  in  this  objection,  the 
consequence  would  be,  that  the  criminal  laws  of 
the  United  States  which  would  subject  any  of 
these  aliens  to  imprisonment,  or  other  punish- 
ment, mieht  be  equally  charged  with  being  vio- 
lations of  the  Constitution,  which,  according  to 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  has  reserved 
all  power  over  aliens  in  the  hands  of  the  State 
Governments. 

Mr.  Baldwin  said,  whenever  a  bill  was  intro- 
4ueed  into  the  Legislature  of  the  Union,  which 
ran  counter  to  the  Constitution,  it  was  its  duty  to 
decline  acting  upon  it.    That  part  of  the  first  ar- 


ticle of  the  8th  section,  which  declares,  ^  Congress 
shall  have  power  to  provide  for  the  common  de- 
fence and  general  welfare  of  the  United  States," 
had  never  l^n  considered  as  a  source  of  Legisla- 
tive power,  as  it  is  only  a  member  introduced  to 
limit  the  other  parts  of  the  sentence,  and  not  of 
itself  a  substantive  power,  as  will  be  seen  bv  re- 
curring to  the  words  of  the  first  sentence  or  the 
8th  section.  The  first  instance  in  which  it  had 
ever  been  attempted  to  be  acted  upon,  and  so 
question  ever  a^^itated  the  councils  of  the  Union 
more,  was  on  the  application  of  the  Abolition  So- 
cieties to  Congress  for  an  abolition  of  slavery,  the 
power  of  Congress  to  act  upon  which  was  said  to 
ne  derived  from  these  words ;  but  after  the  subject 
was  well  considered,  it  was  decided  by  a  large 
majority  that  the  words  alluded  to  could  not  be 
•relied  upon  as  giving  any  separate  power  from 
that  contained  in  the  other  part  of  the  sentence. 

A  gentleman  in  his  eye  (Mr.  Datton)  remind- 
ed him  of  another  instance  in  which  this  article 
had  been  resorted  to  for  power,  with  the  same 
want  of  success.  It  was  in  relation  to  the  estab- 
lishment of  certain  manufactories,  in  support  of 
which  the  aid  of  Government  was  applied  for. 
Indeed,  if  these  words  were  to  have  tne  force 
which  it  was  attempted  to  eive  them,  all  the  rest 
of  the  Constitution  would  be  surplusage.  He 
could  not  have  supposed  that  at  this  day  there  had 
been  a  doubt  upon  the  subject.  As  to  the  other 
clause  which  had  been  cited,  which  was  generally 
called  the  sweeping  clause^  ^'to  pass  laws  to  carrjr 
into  effect  the  foregoing  powers,"  ^.,  before  it 
could  have  any  force,  some  other  clause  must  be 
found  to  which  it  is  to  give  effect. 

To  adopt  the  sense  which  gentlemen  wish  to 
put  upon  tne  1st  article  of  the  8th  section,  would 
be  to  do  away  all  ideas  of  this  being  a  Federal 
Government,  and  that  there  are  State  Govern- 
ments in  existence  who  have  their  portion  of 
power ;  for  if  all  the  power  which  is  necessary  to 
''provide  for  the  common  defence  and  genenl 
welfare"  be  possessed  by  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment, all  the  State  Governments  must  fall  pros- 
trate before  it,  as  there  will  be  no  power  left  for 
them  to  exercise.  Indeed,  the  doctrine  is  so  ex- 
travagant that  he  never  expected  to  have  heard  it 
again  advanced  on  this  floor. 

Mr.  B.  thought  the  9th  section,  forbidding  Con- 
gress to  prohibit  the  mimtion,  ^.,  was  direetlr 
opposed  to  the  principle  of  this  bill.  He  reooH 
lected  very  well  that  when  the  9th  section  of  the 
Constitution  was  under  consideration  in  the  Cob- 
ventiouj  the  delegates  from  some  of  the  Soutbera 
States  msisted  that  the  prohibition  of  the  intro- 
duction of  slaves  should  be  left  to  the  State  Gor- 
ernments;  it  was  found  expedient  to  make  this 
provision  in  the  Constitution ;  there  was  an  ob- 
jection to  the  use  of  the  word  slaves,  as  Conmas 
by  none  of  their  acts  had  ev^r  acknowledged  the 
existence  of  such  a  condition.  It  was  at  length 
settled  on  the  words  as  they  now  stand,  '^  that  the 
migration  or  importation  of  such  persons  as  the 
several  States  shall  think  proper  to  admit,  should 
not  be  prohibited  till  the  year  1808."  It  was  ob- 
served by  some  gentlemen  present  that  this  es- 
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pression  woold  extend  to  other  persons  besides, 
aUves,  which  was  not  denied,  but  tnis  did  not  pro- 
duce any  alteration  of  it.  Mr.  B.  had  no  doubt 
that,  if  this  bill  passed  into  a  law,  Congress 
would  ajg^ain  be  appealed  to  by  the  adFocates  for 
an  abolition  of  slavery,  with  requests  that  the 
President  may  be  authorized  to  send  these  persons 
out  of  the  countrv,  and  strong  arguments  will  be 
oaed  in  favor  of  the  measure.  He  recollected  it 
was  asked,  on  a  former  occasion,  "  Suppose  a  car- 
go of  leprous  persons  were  to  be  landed  in  the  coun- 
try, would  not  Congress  have  the  power  to  send 
them  out  of  the  country  ?  Slarery,  said  they,  is 
fR  incurable  leprosy ;  you  surely,  then,  will  erad- 
icate it?"  This  reasoning,  however,  aid  not  pre- 
vail. There  are  other  mischiefs  which  mi^bt  be 
done,  against  which  the  Federal  Constitution 
makes  no  provision.  Persons  might  burn  our 
towns  and  slay  our  inhabitants.  But  our  Consti- 
tution goes  upon  an  idea  that  there  are  State  Go- 
vern meots  wno  divide  the  powers  of  Qoverpment 
with  the  Federal  Government.  But  gentlemen, 
in  speaking  of  the  subject,  seem  to  forget  this,  and 
to  suppose  that  wisdom  is  to  die  with  them.  His 
opinion  was,  that  this  business  of  admitting  or 
banishing  aliens  -belonged  to  the  State  Govern- 
ments, and  not  to  the  General  Government,  and 
he  should  therefore  vote  for  striking  out  the  first 
section  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Dana  did  not  before  know  that  the  Socie<- 
ty  of  Friends  were  so  turbulent  a  set  of  people  as 
to  occasion  all  the  uneasiness  which  the  gentle- 
man from  Georgia  had  spoken  of.  He  wondered 
•o  great  a  disorder  had  not  been  mpre  particularly 
noticed.  As  it  had  not,  he  apprehenaed  the  gen- 
tleman's^ zeal  had  given  somewhat  too  high  a  co- 
loring to  this  transaction. 

That  part  of  the  1st  article  of  the  8th  section  of 
the  Constitution  which  speaks  of  the  common  de- 
fence and  general  welfare,  is  of  a  political  nature, 
and  does  not  refer  to  any  internal  regulation,  but 
applies  to  what  relates  to  the  Union  generally. 
As  it  respects  aliens,  could  it  be  said  that  the  in- 
dividual States  could  make  the  present  regulation  ? 
No ;  they  could  only  make  regulations  bottomed 
opon  their  own  policy.  What  relates  to  the 
Union  generall^r,  must  be  done  by  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States.  When  power  is  re- 
served by  the  Constitution  to  the  States,  it  is  for 
veasons  which  are  applicable  to  those  States ;  and 
it  might  be  easily  seen  what  was  the  ground  of 
the  compromise  made  in  the  1st  article  of  the  9th 
section.  It  was  certainlv  with  a  view  of  the 
States  securing  to  themselves  the  property  which 
they  possessed.  But  that  reason  does  not  extend 
to  the  principles  of  this  bill,  which  does  not  say 
the  States  shall  not  admit  the  migration  of  fo- 
reigners, but  that  where  persons  have  not  attained 
the  right  of  citizenship  they  shall  be  removed,  if 
Iheir  residence  shall  appear  to  the  President  to  be 
^hinfferous. 

There  is  one  power,  Mr.  D.  said,  inherent  and 
eemmon  in  every  form  of  Government,  which  is 
iDUoded  upon  any  rational  principles  of  policy, 
which  u  the  power  of  preserving  itself,  which  im- 
plies the  neeesiiry  power  of  making  all  laws 


which  are  proper  for  this  purpose.  The  (question 
then  arises,  whether  it  is  not  consistent  with  that 
power  to  pass  a  law  for  the  purpose  of  removing 
from  the  country  the  descriptions  of  persons  men- 
tioned in  the  1st  section  of  this  bill?  Whether  this 
is  the  best  mode  of  carrying  such  a  power  into 
effect  is  not  now  the  question. 

Mr.  D.  thought  the  declamatory  harangue  which 
had  been  heard  from  the  sentleman  from  North 
Carolina,  on  the  sanctity  of  the  Constitution,  was 
foreign  to  the  present  subject,  since  no  one  will  be 
found  to  say  he  is  willing  to  violate  the  Consti- 
tution. The  single  question  before  the  committee 
is,  whether  Congress  have  the  Constitutional 
power  to  pass  the  present  bill ;  if  they  have  not 
that  power,  no  one,  he  presumed,  would  wish  to 
pass  It. 

Mr.  Allbn  said,  the  object  of  this  bill  appeared 
to  be  to  enable  the  President  to  remove  aliens  out 
of  the  United  States  whose  residence  he  shall 
judge  to  be  iniurious  to  the  public  peace  and  safe- 
ty. It  appeared  to  him  that  there  is  no  necessity  for 
so  many  laws  respecting  aliens.  He  did  not  be- 
lieve that  a  man's  being  bom  in  England  or  Ger- 
many is  anv  proof  of  his  bein^  an  alien  friend. 
He  may  still  be  an  adopted  citizen  of  another 
country,  and  come  here  for  the  worst  of  purposes. 
He  thought  the  President  ought  to  have  power 
over  aliens  of  every  description,  without  distinc- 
tion. He  supposed  this  bill  was  to  appertain  only 
to  alien  frieoos,  because  there  is  another  bill  re- 
specting alien  enemies.  He  did  not  think  Con- 
gress ought  to  legislate  in  this  wav.  Provision 
ought  to  be  made  for  the  removal  of  all  these 
persons. 

The  powers  given  to  the  Executive,  Mr.  A. 
said,  are  of  an  unlimited,  confused  nature,  and 
such  as  he  had  never  before  seen.  If  he  deems 
the  residence  of  an  alien  dangerous  to  the  public 
safety,  the  President  is  to  order  his  removal.  But 
the  bill  does  not  say  whether  any  of  the  courts 
are  to  take  cognizance  of  the  business,  and  make 
the  removal,  or  in  what  manner  it  is  to  be  done. 
The  bill  speaks  of  aliens^  having  been  felons,  or 
notorious  fugitives  from  justice  m  a  foreign  coun- 
try. How  are  these  things  to  be  ascertained?  Or 
how  are  the  persons  of  these  aliens  to  be  identi- 
fied ?  He  could  not  understand  how  this  bill  was 
to  operate.    He  understood  the  Constitution  to 

five  a  right  to  all  persons  to  be  tried  by  a  jury; 
ut  it  appeared  as  if  the  judges  were  under  this 
bill  to  act  summarily. 

Mr.  A  thought  a  law  ought  to  pass  authorizing 
the  Executive  of  this  country,  as  in  all  other 
countries,  to  remove  all  aliens,  of  whatever  coun- 
try, whom  he  deemed  dangerous  to  the  peace 
or  the  countrv.  He  thought  it  would  be  best  to 
take  up  the  bill  from  the  Senate  on  this  subject,  and 
he  moved  the  committee  to  rise  for  this  purpose. 
Mr.  A.  concluded  with  saying,  that  he  wished 
a  law  to  be  passed  for  the  punishment  of  seditious 
persons;  but  he  would  have  it  embrace  other 
cases — cases  of  great  importance,  which  every 
day  come  before  our  eyes.  As  to  the  provisions 
contained  in  this  bill  respecting  seditious  speak- 
ing and  writing,  he  defied  any  msob  to  koow 
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what  was  iotended  by  them.  He  hoped  when 
Congress  pass  laws  od  this  subject  they  would  be 
such  as  would  be  uoderstood. 

Mr.  Sewall  said,  before  the  question  was  taken 
on  the  committee's  rising,  he  wished  to  notice  the 
obarffes  which  the  gentleman  from  Connecticut 
bad  brought  against  the  committee  who  reported 
this  bill.  That  gentleman  wished  the  committee 
to  rise,  because  he  thought  the  bill  unworthy  the 
attention  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole.  He 
wished  to  have  no  distinction  made  between  alien 
friends  and  alien  enemies.  He,  on  the  contrary, 
was  of  opinion,  that  to  take  up  aliens,  merely  as 
such,  would  be  an  act  unworthr  of  any  ci?ilized 
nation  whatever.  If  they  are  thus  dealt  with,  it 
most  be  because  their  residence  among  us  would 
be  dangerous  to  our  own  peace  and  safety.  The 
select  committee  made  a  distinction  between  alien 
enemies  and  alien  friends.  Nor  have  they  said 
that  all  alien  enemies  shall  be  sent  out  of  the  coun- 
try 'f  but  that  persons  of  that  description  who  are 
not  suspected  of  being  inimical  to  tne  interests  of 
this  country,  shall  be  protected.  The  committee 
have  gone  further  and  said,  that  aliens,  not  alien 
enemies,  who  are  of  such  a  description  as  that 
their  residence  among  us  would  be  likely  to  be 
injurious  to  the  peace  and  safety  of  the  country, 
may  also  be  sent  away.  In  the  bill  respecting 
alien  enemies,  discretion  is  left  with  the  President 
to  treat  them  according  to  existing  circumstances. 
By  the  present  bill,  aliens  render  themselves  lia- 
bje  to  be  sent  away,  who  come  here  under  such 
disadvantageous  circumstances  of  character  as  to 
render  their  residence  among  us  dangerous.  As 
to  the  particular  manner  in  which  this  is  to  be 
done,  when  the  third  section  of  the  bill  came 
under  consideration,  it  might  undergo  any  amend- 
ment which  might  be  thought  necessary. 

In  the  third  section,  as  it  was  not  desirable  tha* 
the  President  should  be  continually  exercising  the 
discretionary  power  lodged  in  him,  cases  are  de- 
sertbed  where  facts  are  only  necessary  for  ordinary 
tribunals  to  send  aliens  out  of  the  country.  But 
where  a  discretionary  power  was  necessary  to  be 
lodged,  it  is  placed  in  the  President  alone ;  since, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  it  w^ould  have 
been  perfectly  absurd  to  have  lodged  a  discretion- 
ary power  over  these  aliens  in  a  number  of  diflfer- 
ent  tribunals.  For,  in  that  case,  an  alien  driven 
fVom  Massachusetts  or  Pennsylvania,  might  take 
reAige  in  any  of  the  other  States ;  whereas  if  this 
power  was  exercised  by  one  man^  by  one  under- 
standing, it  would  be  alwavs  exercised  in  the  same 
wav.  He  thought,  therefore^  the  bill  stood  very 
well  in  its  present  form. 

The  question  on  the  committee's  rising  was  put 
aad  carried,  and  leave  was  given  to  it  to  sit  again. 


Monday,  June  18. 

On  motion^  Resclved^  That  a  committee  be  i^ 
pointed  to  bring  in  a  biU  authorizing  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Navy  to  receive  and  convey  letters 
and  packages,  by  post,  free  of  postage. 

Messrs.  Craik,  Vabmdii,  and  THATCHBa,  were 
•ppoiated  a  committee  pursuant  to  the  icsolution. 


ALIENS, 

The  House^  on  motion  of  Mr.  Allen,  postponed 
the  consideration  of  the  bill  lor  the  prevention  and 
restraint  of  dangerous  and  seditious  persons,  and 
went  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  biH 
from  the  Senate,  entitled  '*  An  act  concerning 
Aliens ;  but  soon  after  Mr.  Gallatin  had  com- 
menced observations  against  the  first  section  of 
the  bill,  he  was  interrupted  by  the  receipt  of  the 
following  Message  from  the  President  of  the 
United  Slates. 

RELATIONS  WITH  PRANCE. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate,  and  • 

Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Representatives  c 
I  now  transmit  to  Cong^ress  the  despatch.  No.  8, 
from  our  Envoys  Extraordinary  to  the  French  Repute 
lie,  which  was  received  at  the  Secretary  of  State's 
office,  on  Thursday,  the  I4th  of  tins  month. 

JOHN  ADAMS. 
UiriTBD  Statis,  June  18, 1798. 

After  the  reading  of  the  despatches  was  finish- 
ed, a  motion  was  made  to  print  1,200  copies  of 
them  for  the  use  of  the  members. 

Mr.  Thatcher  hoped  at  least  two  thousand 
copies  would  be  printed.  It  was  well  known  thai 
the  letter  of  Mr.  Talleyrand  had  already  beea 
printed  in  the  French  paper  of  this  city,  and  h« 
believed  by  order  of  the  Executive  Directory. 
And  he  believed  that  the  printer  bad  printed  aa 
additional  number  of  that  letter  for  the  supply  o£ 
persons  who  are  not  his  regular  readers.  Wmi 
ne  saw,  therefore,  the  Executive  Directory,  and 
its  agents,  taking  extraordinary  means  to  sproad 
that  letter,  he  wished  to  take  equal  means  to  pub* 
lish  the  answer  of  our  Commissioners  to  it,  whiok 
he  thought  not  only  satisfactory,  but  incontrovert- 
ible. He  should  think  himself  deficient  in  duty, 
if  he  were  to  omit  the  opportunity  of  nK>ving  for 
an  additional  quantity  of  this  reply  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  T.  Claiborne  did  not  understand  what  th« 
gentleman  meant  in  saying  he  believed  certaia 
persons  are  French  agents. 

Mr.  Thatcher  said,  he  considered  the  jMrintar 
of  the  paper  to  which  he  had  alluded  as  an  agent 
of  the  French  Directory^  and  he  hoped  soon  te 
lay  before  the  House  satis&ctory  evidence  of  the 
fact. 

Mr.  Harper  wished  not  onlv  2,000,  but  amnck 
larger  number  of  this  despatch  might  be  printed 
He  hoped  5,000  at  least.  The  truth  of  the  posi- 
tions mentioned  by  the  gentleman  from  Majssach^- 
setts  was  too  evident  to  be  for  a  moment  doubted. 
It  had  long  been  manifest  to  him  that  France  had 
her  secret  agents  in  this  country,  and  that  every 
means  had  been  made  use  of  to  excite  resistance 
to  the  measures  of  our  Government,  and  to  raise 
a  spirit  of  faction  in  the  country  favorable  to  the 
views  of  France,  and  the  act  of  Saturday  was 
only  one  of  the  ramifications  of  the  scheme.  A 
&ct,  Mr.  H.  said,  had  taken  place  within  a  few 
days,  whiclK  he  apprehended,  would  lead  to  ibe 
discovery  ot  a  treasonable  correspondence,  earned 
on  by  persons  in  this  country  with  France,  of  tbe 
moat  criminal  nature.  He  was  de«rous.  therc^oae, 
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of  cou^teractiDff  the  effects  of  any  of  their  maohi- 
oatioBs,  by  pabTishiDg  the  truth  to  the  people;  and 
he  promised  the  House  be  would  do  all  in  his  power 
to  btitkf  this  matter  to  light. 

Mr.  Harrison  was  in  faror  of  5,000,  as  he  wish- 
ed the  people  of  the  United  States  to  receive  the 
follest  information  on  this  and  erery  other  subject 
With  respect  to  French  agents  being  in  this  coun- 
try, he  cared  but  little  about  them.  He  did  not 
fear  anything  they  can  do. 

Mr.  Davis  hoped  the  gentleman  from  South 
Cwrolina  would  gire  such  information  to  the 
Uoitse  as  would  enaUe  (hem  to  detect  any  plan 
that  was  on  foot  injurious  to  the  interests  of  the 
o<KiDtry.  If  he  wmild  do  so,  it  should  have  his 
hearty  support. 

Mr.  Harpvr  pledged  himself  to  the  gentlemmn 
from  Kentucky  and  to  the  House,  not  to  be  remiss 
in  probing  the  business  he  had  spoken  of.  He  had 
got  hold  of  some  of  the  threads  of  it,  and  he  hoped 
soon  to  be  able  to  deyelope  the  whole  of  the  mis- 
chieyous  proceeding.  If  so,  he  should  not  fail  to 
bring  it  before  the  public,  and  rely  upon  the  assist- 
ance of  that  gentlemiain  and  the  House  generally, 
to  bring  the  authors,  and  those  concerned  in  it.  to 
condign  punishment. 

On  su^estion  of  Mr.  Sitgreaves,  that  it  would 
be  well  to  direct  the  Secretary  of  State  to  have  a 
large  number  of  all  the  despatches  received  from 
our  Commissioners  printea  and  distributed,  the 
notion  for  prtnting  them  separately  was  with* 
dmwn^  aad  Mr.  S.  afterward  made  a  proposition 
dKrecting  the  Secretary  of  State  to  get  printed 
and  distributed  •— —  copies  o(  the  whole  of  the 
desBstches. 

The  Messa^  and  doeunoents  were  then  order- 
ed to  lie  on  the  table,  and  1,200  copies  to  be  printed 
for  the  use  of  the  House.    (See  Appendix?) 

And  then  the  House  adjourned. 

Tuesday,  June  19. 

Mr.  Sitgreavbs  c&Ued  up  his  resolution,  pro- 
posing to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  State  to  print 
a  certain  number  of  copies  of  all  the  despatches 
from  our  Envoys;  which  was  agreed  to,  after 
some  discussion,  and  the  blank  nlled  with  ten 
thousand. 

A  bill  was  received  from  the  Senate  for  the  more 
eileetuat  protection  of  the  commerce  of  the  United 
States ;  which  was  twice  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  for  the  Protection  of  Commerce  and 
the  Defence  of  the  Country. 

Mr.  Harper,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  reported  two  bills,  one  making  an  appro- 
priation for  the  expense  of  the  new  regiment  of 
artillery  for  the  year  1798 ;  the  other  to  enable  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  raise  a  loan  of 
money  for  the  service  of  Government;  which  were 
twice  read  and  committed. 

ALIENS. 

The  House  asain  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  concerning  aliens, 
when 

Mr.  Gallatih  rose,  and  repeated  the  remarks 
be  was  making  yesterday,  when  twice  iatenrupted. 


He  said  he  could  not  discover  the  rearon  why  the 
bill  which  was  under  discussion  on  Saturday,  was 
postponed  for  the  purpose  of  taking  up  this,  ^oth 
contained  the  same  principle.  They  differed  only 
as  to  the  mode  of  carrying  it  into  effect  The  irst 
and  third  sections  of  the  other  bill  were  the  same 
in  substance  as  the  first  section  of  this.  The  dis- 
cussion on  this  first  section,  therefore,  must  be  the 
same  as  before ;  and  the  question  is  not  whether 
the  measure  is  expedient,  but  whether  this  Gov- 
ernment has  any  power,  under  the  Constitution^ 
to  remove  alien  friends  out  of  the  United  Stales, 
or  whether  the  power  over  aliens  does  not  belong 
exclusively  to  the  individual  States.  He  was  him* 
self  clearly  and  decidedly  of  opinion  that  no  such 
authority  was  vested  in  the  General  Governmeaty 
and  that  this  bill,  if  passed,  will  be  a  gross  violas 
tion  of  the  Constitution.  Mr.  G.  referred  toarffo- 
ments  which  he  had  used  on  the  former  bill.  AH 
the  powers  vested  in  the  General  Government  are 
either  positively  specified  by  the  Constitution,  cht 
they  are  such  as  are  necessary  and  proper  for  car- 
rying into  effect  some  of  those  specific  powers.  For 
the  Constitution  provides  that  the  powers  not  deU 
»|^ted  by  it  to  the  United  States  are  reserved  to 
the  States.  It  is  not  contended,  in  this  instance, 
that  a  power  over  aliens  is  specifically  and  posi- 
tively given  to  the  Union  ;  but  an  attempt  is 
made,  to  show  that  it  is  given  by  implication.  Ib 
order  to  establish  this  position,  let  gentlemen  re- 
member that  it  is  necessary  not  only  to  assert  in  a 
vague  manner  that  the  authority  contended  lor 
may  be  derived  from  some  specific  power,  but  to 
prove  that,  in  the  words  of  the  Constitution,  the 
present  law  is  necessary  and  proper  for  carrying 
into  effect  some  one  specific  power  expressly  gtyen 
by  the  Constitution.  Let  the  arguments  c?  the 
supporters  of  this  bill  be  examined  by  that  test. 

It  has  been  declared  by  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  (Mr.  Siwall)  that  this  power  ovet 
aliens  is  included  in  the  power  ffiven  to  Conffreat 
to  regulate  commerce ;  the  (^ntleman  from  Dela- 
ware belieyes  it  to  be  contained  in  that  clause  of 
the  Constitution  which  gives  to  Congress  tiM 
power  to  lay  and  collect  taxes,  hy  which  he  argues 
power  is  also  given  to  provide  for  the  common 
defence  and  general  welfare ;  but  another  gentle- 
man from  NIassachusetts  TMr.  Otis)  and  a  g^ 
tleman  from  ConneetictU  (Mr.  Dana)  drt^v  this 
power  from  that  which  they  say  every  Gk>yem- 
ment  must  have  to  preserve  itself. 

Mr.  G.  said,  he  would  offer  a  few  remarks  upon 
each  of  these  reasons.  In  the  first  place,  the  power 
was  said  to  be  included  in  the  power  to  regulate 
commerce.  But  this  bill  is  not  intended  for  any 
commercial  purpose ;  it  is  wholly  of  a  politieu 
nature,  intenued  to  effect  political  ends,  and  does 
not  rels^  to  aliens  as  merchants.  It  b  a  power 
to  be  given  to  the  President  to  remoye  all  aliens 
dangerous  to  the  peace  of  the  United  States,  and 
cannot  by  any  one  be  considered  as  a  commerdai 
regulation.  If  Congress  has  any  power  whiek 
they  can  exercise  on  the  persons  of  alien  mer- 
chants it  must  relate  to  them  as  merchants— -la 
their  professions,  not  to  their  existence  as  mea;  if 
the  power  was  oerived  iioiii  this^oasee^  it  imiMt 
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be  confined  in  its  operation  to  alien  merchants, 
and  could  not  be  applied  to  aliens  of  other  descrip- 
tions. But  this  general  authority  over  aliens,  not 
only  is  not  now  intended,  but  it  is  not  necessary 
for  carrying  into  effect  the  power  given  to  regu- 
late commerce.  Will  the  regulations  of  this  bill 
in  any  way  determine  how  commerce  shall  be  car- 
ried on  with  foreign  countries,  or  from  one  State 
to  another? 

With  respect  to.the  clause  of  the  eighth  section, 
contended  for  by  the  gentleman  from  Delaware, 
it  was  in  the  following  words :  ^'  Congress  shall 
have  power  to  lay  and  collect  taxes,  duties,  im- 
posts, and  excises,  to  pay  the  debts,  und  provide 
tor  the  common  defence  and  general  welfare  of 
the  United  States;  but  all  duties,  imposts,  and  ex- 
cises, shall  be  uniform  throughout  the  United 
States,"  and  that  no  gentleman  contended  that  its 
meaning  was  to  give  power  to  Congress,  in  the 
first  place  to  lay  taxes,  and  in  the  next  place  to 
provide  for  the  common  defence  and  general  wel- 
hxe  of  the  United  States.  But  the  obvious  and 
universally  received  meaning  of  the  last" words 
was  not  to  give  a  general  power  altogether  uncon- 
nected with  the  remaining  part  of  the  sentence* 
but  to  define  the  purpose  for  which  taxes  should 
be  laid.  Had  the  construction  of  the  gentleman 
from  Delaware  been  intended,  the  power  would 
have  been  given  in  a  .distinct  paragraph,  in  the 
same  manner  as  all  the  other  powers  are  given,  in- 
stead of  placing  the  words  in  thb  way  in  the 
middle  of  a  paragraph  relating  to  a  quite  different 
subject  If  this  new  construction  was  adopted, 
there  would  have  been  no  need  to  have  enumera- 
ted the  powers  given  to  Congress  in  this  and  other 
sections,  because  such  a  broad  power  as  that  con- 
t^ided  tor.  would  have  embraced  every  other. 

Nor  is  tnis  all.  The  twelfth  amendment  of  the 
Constitution  seems  to  have  apprehended  some  im- 
proper use  being  made  of  the  sweeping  clause,  by 
taking  it  as  a  ground  for  power  never  intended  to 
be  given,  and,  therefore,  it  declares  that "  the  pow- 
ers not  delegated  to  the  United  States  by  the  Con- 
stitution, nor  prohibited  by  it  to  the  States,  are  re- 
served to  the  States  respectively,  or  to  the  people; 
but  if  the  construction  now  spoken  of  were  to 
firevail.  this  amendment  could  have  no  applica- 
tion ;  for  if  all  the  powers  are  delegated  to  Con- 
gress by  that  clause,  how  could  it  be  said  that 
the  powers  not  delegated  were  reserved  to  the 
States? 

To  show  that  at  the  time  the  Constitution  was 
adopted,  no  such  opinion  as  this  prevailed,  Mr. 
Q.  r^erred  to  the  debates  had  upon  it  in  the  Penn- 
sylvania Convention.  He  particularly  quoted  the 
sentiments  of  Mr.  Wilson,  who  spoke  of  this  pro- 
Tision  for  raising  taxes  as  being  necessary  for  the 
common  defence  and  ^eral  welfare.  Mr.  Wil- 
son expressed  himself  as  follows:  ^^ Certainly 
Congress  should  possess  the  power  of  raising  reve- 
nue From  their  constituents  for  the  purpose  men- 
tioned in  the  eighth  section  of  the  first  article,  that 
is,  to  pay  the  debts  and  provide  for  the  common 
defence  and  general  welfare  of  the  United  States;" 
and  again,  "  I  think  it  would  be  rery  unwise  in 
tya  C^veation  to  reiiise  to  adopt  tius  Constitu- 


tion, because  it  grants  Congress  power  to  1^  and 
collect  taxes  for  the  purpose  of  providing  for  the 
common  defence  and  general  welfare  of  the  Uni- 
ted States."  Mr.  G.  also  made  the  following  quo- 
tation from  the  essay  siffned  Publius,  and  called 
the  Federalist,  written  by  the  members  of  the 
Federal  Convention^  in  defence  of  the  Constitu- 
tion before  its  adoption  : 

"  Some,  who  have  not  denied  the  necessitj  of  the 
power  of  taxation,  have  grounded  a  very  fierce  attack 
against  the  Constitution  on  the  language  in  which  it  ie 
defined.  It  has  been  urged  and  echoed  that  the  power 
*  to  lay  and  collect  taxes,  duties,  imposts,  and  exdseev 
to  pay  the  debts,  and  provide  for  the  common  deienoe 
and  general  welfitre  of  the  United  States,'  amounts  to 
an  unlimited  commission  to  exercise  every  power  which 
may  be  alleged  to  be  necessary  for  the  common  defisnoe 
or  general  welfiire.  No  stronger  proof  could  be  givatt 
of  the  distress  under  which  these  writers  labor  fn  ob- 
jections, than  their  stooping  to  such  a  misconstructioa. 
Had  no  other  enumeration  or  definition  of  the  powers 
of  Congress  been  found  in  the  Constitution,  than  the 
general  expressions  just  cited,  the  authors  of  the  objec- 
tion might  have  some  color  for  it ;  though  it  would 
have  been  difficult  to  find  a  reason  for  so  awkward  a 
form  of  describing  an  authority  to  legislate  in  all  poan- 
ble  cases.  A  power  to  destroy  the  fireedom  of  the  preaa, 
the  trial  by  jury,  or  even  to  regulate  the  course  of  de- 
scents, or  the  forms  of  conveyance,  mast  be  very  singu- 
larly expressed  by  the  terms  *  to  raise  money  for  the 
general  welfare.'  But  what  color  can  the  objectkna 
have,  when  a  specification  of  the  otjeds  alluded  to  by 
these  general  terms  immediately  follows,  and  is  not 
even  separated  by  a  longer  pause  than  a  semicolon  t 
If  the  different  parts  of  the  same  instrument  oug^t  to 
be  so  expounded  as  to  give  meaning  to  every  part 
which  will  bear  it,  shall  one  part  of  the  same  sent^ice 
be  excluded  altogether  fit>m  a  share  in  the  meaning, 
and  shall  the  more  doubtfiil  and  indefinite  terms  be  re- 
tained in  their  full  extent,  and  the  clear  and  precise  ex- 
pressions be  denied  any  signification  whatsoever  t  For 
what  purpose  could  the  enumeration  of  particular  pow- 
ers be  inserted,  if  these  and  all  others  were  meant  to  be 
included  in  the  precedmg  general  power  1  Nothing  ia 
more  natural  or  common  than  first  to  use  a  general 
phrase,  and  then  to  explain  and  qualify  it  by  a  recital 
of  particulars.  But*the  idea  of  an  enumeration  of  pai^ 
ticulars,  which  neither  explain  nor  qualify  the  genefal 
meaning,  and  can  have  no  other  efiect  than  to  confound 
and  mislead,  is  an  absurdity  which,  as  we  are  reduced  to 
the  dilemma  of  charging  eiUier  on  the  authors  of  the  ob- 
jection, or  on  the  authors  of  the  Constitution,  we  must 
take  the  liberty  of  supposing  had  not  its  origin  wiUithe 
latter." 

Mr.  G.  said  he  was  well  informed  that  those 
words  had  originally  been  inserted  in  the  Consti- 
tution as  a  limitation  to  the  power  of  laying  taxes. 
After  the  limitation  had  been  agreed  to,  and  the 
Constitution  was  completed,  a  member  of  the 
Convention,  (he  was  one  of  the  members  who 
represented  the  State  of  Pennsylvania.)  being  one 
of^  a  committee  of  revisal  and  arrangement,  at- 
tempted to  throw  these  words  into  a  distinct  para- 
graph, so  as  to  create  not  a  limitation,  but  a  dis- 
tinct power.  The  trick,  however,  was  discovered 
by  a  member  from  Connecticut,  now  deceaaed, 
and  tbe  words  restored  as  they  now  stand.  So 
that,  Mr.  G.  said,  whether  he  referred  to  the  Con- 
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stitution  itself,  lo  the  most  able  defenders  of  it.  or 
to  the  State  Conventions,  the  only  rational  con- 
struction which  could  be  given  to  thjtt  clause  was, 
that  it  was  a  limitation,  and  not  an  extension  of 
powers. 

Another  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr. 
Otis)  has  taken  a  kind  of  general  ground,  sup- 
posing that  there  must  exist  certain  general  pow- 
ers in  Congress  which  are  equal  to  meet  any 
possible  case.  He  could  not  say  that  he  rightly 
understood  the  meaning  of  that  gentleman.  If 
he  meant  that  all  power  should  be  vested  in  Gov- 
ernment, because  it  is  possible  that  occurrences 
may  arise  which  will  call  for  the  exercise  of  them, 
he  would  not  hesitate  to  say  that  doctrine  is  con- 
trary to  the  Constitution,  for  that  has  put  limits  to 
the  powers  of  the  Government,  and  has  said  cer- 
tain things  shall  not  be  done  by  it.  For  instance, 
k  might  be  thought  necessary,  though  neither 
an  invasion  nor  a  rebellion  had  taken  place,  to 
suspend  the  Habeas  Corpus  Act,  as  had  been  the 
case  in  Great  Britain  some  time  ago.  It  was  there 
represented  that  a  dangerous  conspiracy  existed 
against  the  Government,  and  that,  in  order  to 
meet  it  with  effect,  it  was  necessary  to  suspend 
the  Habeas  Corpus  Act.  Reasoning  on  the  same 
grouikd,the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  might 
say  that  a  dangerous  conspiracy  now  exists  here, 
that  he  has  got  hold  of  the  threads  of  that  plot 
which  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  has 
pledged  himself  to  this  House  a  few  days  ago  to 
pursue  through  all  its  ramifications,  and  move  for 
a  suspension  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  Act.  But  the  i 
Constitution  wbuld  be  directly  against  such  a  mo- 
tion^ as  it  is  4here  said  "•  it  shall  not  be  suspended, 
but  m  cases  of  actual  rebellion  or  invasion."  So 
that  this  Government  cannot  do  everything  which 
the  fl[entleman  may  suppose  necessary  to  be  done. 
Or  did  the  gentleman  mean  that  Congress  ought 
to  exercise  all  the  powers  that  may  be  vested  in 
Gk>vernment  in  this  country  ?  Such  a  sentiment 
is  also  flatly  contradicted  by  the  Constitution,  as 
it  recognises  a  division  of  powers  between  the 
General  and  State  Gk)vernment8.  Thus,  in  the 
instance  before  the  committee.  Congress  nas  the 
power  to  declare  war,  and  to  punish  any  persons 
gtiilty  of  treasonable  practices,  but  what  relates  to 
aliens  as  suspicious  characters,  the  Gk>vernmeni 
of  the  United  States  has  no  cognizance  of.  It  is 
a  matter  which  remains  with  the  State  (Govern- 
ments ;  and  if  there  was  any  necessity  for  passing 
a  law  on  the  subject,  there  could  be  no  doubt  it 
would  be  done  by  the  proper  Constitutional  au- 
thority— the  State  Governments.  Or  did  gentle- 
men mean  that  the  power  for  providing  lor  the 
common  defence  shouH  absorb  all  other  powers, 
and  that  if  this  power  was  limited,  the  Constitu- 
tion is  not  worth  a  farthing,  or  not  worth  having, 
as  the  gentleman  has  said.  Did  he  wish,  except 
the  Constitution  would  authorize  an  act  of  this 
sort,  it  should  be  overset  ?  Did  he  like  the  Con- 
stitution only  for  the  powers  it  gave,  and  not  for 
the  restraints  it  put  on  power?  Did  he  intend  to 
decbire  himself  an  enemy  to  every  part  of  the 
Constimtion  which  restrains  the  power  of  the 
General  Govemment?    He  could  not  suppose 


that  this  was  his  opinion  ;  and  if  it  was  not,  he 
did  not  understand  what  he  meant. 

As  to  the  general  declaration  contained  in  the 
preamble  of  the  Constitution,  he  would  remark 
that  the  articles  of  Confederation  under  the  old 
Congress,  had  several  expressions  of  the  same  na- 
ture. The  power  was  there  said  to  be  given  for 
the  general  defence,  showing  that  to  have  been 
the  object  of  the  Union.  The  same  articles  gave 
power  to  Congress  to  declare  war,  and  several 
other  powers  of  a  general  nature,  in  which  such 
a  power  might  equally  be  supposed  to  be  included ; 
and  it  was  on  this  account  that  he  stated  that  the 
old  Congress  never  acted  on  this  subject,  merdy 
because  the  general  powers  of  both  Governments 
being  nearly  similar,  the  opinion  of  the  old  Con- 
gress, in  relation  to  their  own  authority,  was  ap- 
plicable to  the  present  instance. 

In  opposing  this  bill,  it  might  not  be  supposed 
to  be  necessary  to  go  further  than  to  show  that 
the  power  of  passing  a  law  like  the  present,  had 
not  oeen  given  to  this  Gk)vemment.  But  it  so 
happened  that,  supposing  he  was  mistaken  in  that 
position,  another  clause  expressly  prohibited  the 
exercise  of  that  power  for  the  present,  even  if  it 
did  exist  at  all.  He  would,  therefore,  poceed  to 
notice  some  of  the  objections  which  had  been  urg- 
ed against  his  observations  on  the  9th  section  of 
the  1st  article  of  the  Constitution,  which  says  that 
Congress  shall  not  prohibit  the  migration  of  sock 
persons  as  the  States  choose  to  admit.  It  was  in- 
sisted, by  a  new  construction  of  the  word  CLdmit, 
that  it  required  a  positive  law  of  a  State  to  show 
that  a  State  exercised  this  power,  and  that  so  long 
as  a  State  had  not  passed  a  law  upon  the  subject, 
declaring  that  they  do  admit  persons  of  the  descrip- 
tion mentioned  in  this  bill.  Congress  have  a  right  to 
pass  a  law  upon  it.  By  this  doctrine  a  new  kind 
of  construction  of  the  Constitution  will  result ; 
for  there  must  not  only  be  a  concurrent  authority 
between  the  States  and  the  United  States,  but 
also  contradictory  powers.  So  that,  if  Congress 
were  to  pass  a  law  on  the  subject  before  the  com- 
mittee, the  States  might  each  of  them  pass  a  law 
to  repeal  it. 

But  Mr.  G.  took  it  for  granted  that,  whatever 
is  not  prohibited  is  permitted  ;  and,  so  long  as  no 
law  of  any  State  prohibits  the  admission  of  aliens, 
he  supposed  all  are  admitted.  Indeed,  the  admis- 
sion is  recognised  bv  laws  in  every  State.  Of  that 
description  were  tne  laws  in  which  some  States 
allow  aliens  to  possess  lands ;  in  other  States  de- 
clare that  the  estate  of  an  alien  dying  in  this 
country,  and  leaving  no  heirs  here,  will  go  to  his 
nearest  of  kin  in  a  foreign  country,  Ac. 

Again,  it  was  said,  that  this  clause  relates 
solely  to  slaves,  as  an  exception  granted  to  the 
power  of  regulating  commerce.  He  allowed  this 
provision  was  chi^y  intended  to  secure  the  im- 
portation of  slaves.  He  believed  the  resulafion 
of  the  migration  of  persons  to  the  United  States, 
was  not  included  in  the  power  regulating  com- 
merce, because  the  voluntary  migration  of  free 
persons  was  not,  like  the  importation  of  slaves, 
an  object  of  trade,  and,  therefore,  that  it  was  un- 
necessary to  have  introduced  this^use,  in  rek- 
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tion  to  the  migration  of  free  persons^  as  an  exc^p- 
tion  to  a  power  which  did  not  exist.  Indeed,  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  mentioned  this  as 
an  argument  to  show  that  the  general  power  of 
regelating  migration  existed  in  the  General  Gov- 
ernment. If  not,  why,  he  asked,  was  this  article 
introduced  ?  In  answer  to  this  argument,  which 
supposes  that  this  clause  relates  to  firee  people,  he 
would  only  refer  the  gentleman  to  the  Constitu- 
tion, which  had  expressly  guarded  against  the  dan- 
|>er  of  a  similar  construction,  by  declaring,. in  the 
eleventh  amendment,  that  ^  the  enumeration  in 
the  Constitution  of  certain  rights,  shall  not  be  con- 
strued to  deny  or  disparage  others  retained  by  the 
people." 

But  the  only  use  he  meant  to  make  of  this 
okuse,  in  support  of  iiis  opinion,  was  this :  Whe- 
ther it  was  necessary,  in  relation  to  free  persons, 
or 'not;  and,  whatever  might  have  been  the  in- 
iention  of  the  framers  of  the  Constitution^  it  must 
be  taken  as  it  now  stands.  The  word  rmjs^ration. 
as  contradistinguished  from  the  word  imporich 
tioMj  could  only  apply  to  a  free  act  of  the  will, 
and  to  the  voluntary  arri?al  of  free  persons  com- 
ing to  this  country,  in  the  same  manner  as  the 
word  importcUion  could  only  apply  to  slaves 
brought  into  the  United  States  without  their  con- 
sent ;  and  the  word  persons  was  of  the  most  gen- 
eral acceptation,  and  could  by  no  means  exclude 
free  emigrants.  That  this  even  was  well  under- 
stood, at  the  time  of  the  adoption  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, he  would  prove  by  the  following  quotation 
from  Mr.  Wilson's  speech,  in  tbe  debates  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Convention :  ^^  The  gentleman  (Mr. 
Findley)  says,  that  it  is  unfortunate  in  another 
I>oint  of  view ;  it  means  to  prohibit  the  introduc- 
tion of  white  people  from  Europe,  as  this  tax  may 
deter  them  from  coming  amongst  us  $  a  little  im- 
partiality and  attention  will  discover  the  care  that 
the  Convention  took  in  selecting  their  language. 
The  words  are  the  migration  or  importation  of 
such  persons  shall  not  be  prohibited  by  Congress 
prior  to  the  year  1808,  but  a  tax  or  dutv  may  be 
imposed  on  such  importation;  it  is  observable 
here,  that  the  term  migrcUion  is  dropped,  when  a 
tax  or  duty  is  mentioned ;  so  that  Confess  have 
power  to  impose  the  tax  only  on  those  imported." 

The  argument,  therefore,  stood  thus:  Either 
the  general  power  of  preventing  the  migration  of 
aliens  is  included  in  the  powers  given* by  the 
Constitution  to  Congress,  or  it  is  not.  If  it  is  not 
iacluded,  and  that  was  his  decided  opinion,  the 
present  bill  is  unconstitutional.  But  if.  by  impli- 
cation, it  may  be  derived  from  any  of  the  snecific 
powers  given  to  Congress,  whether  that  ol  regu- 
lating commerce,  of  declaring  war,  or  of  any 
other,  or  if  it  be  included  in  a  supposed  general 
power  of  providing  for  the  common  defence  and 
general  welfare,  even,  in  that  case,  its  exercise  is 
prohibited  to  Congress,  by  this  clause,  till  the  year 
1S08,  and,  on  this  ground,  the  present  bill  is  also 
unconstitutional. 

Mr.  G.  thought,  when  a  constructive  power  of 
this  kind  was  olauned,  it  was  time  that  a  stand 
should  be  made  against  it.  He  looked  upon  the 
ypovision  not  only  as  uneoastitutionalt  but  as  of  a 


most  arbitrary  nature,  grounded  upon  a  supposi- 
tion which  has  not  been  proved,  and  upon  another 
which  does  not  exist.  The  supposition  is  not 
proved  that  the  measure  is  necessary  on  account 
of  danger  to  be  apprehended,  from  there  being  aliens 
resident  in  the  country  dangerous  to  its  peace.  The 
persons  from  whom  this  danger  is  apprehended 
are  either  alien  friends  or  alien  enemies.  So  far 
as  relates  to  the  latter,  they  are  provided  for  in 
another  bill.  The  whole  of  the  arguments  on 
this  bill,  therefore,  are  applicable  only  to  alien 
friends.  And  here  he  must  take  notice  that.  aU 
though  Congress  has  not  the  power  to  remove  alien 
friendf,  it  cannot  be  inferred,  as  had  been  object- 
ed; that  it  had  not  the  power  to  remove  alien  ene- 
mies ;  this  last  authority  resulted  from  the  power 
to  make  all  laws  necessary  to  carry  into  e0ect  one 
of  the  specific  powers  given  by  the  Constitution. 
Araong[  the^e  powers  is  that  of  declaring  wa^ 
'^'  '  *     '    '      '    '     "      "         '  of 


which  includes  that  of  making  prisoners  < 
and  of  making  regulations  with  respect  to  alien 
enemies,  who  are  liable  to  be  treated  as  prison^s 
of  war.  By  virtue  of  that  power,  and  in  ord^  to 
carry  it  into  effect,  Congress  could  dispose  of  the 
oersons  and  property  of  alien  enemies  as  it  thinks 
nt,  provided  it  be  according  to  tbe  laws  of  nations 
and  to  treaties. 

No  facts  had  appeared,  with  respect  to  alien 
friends,  which  require  these  arbitrary  means  to 
be  employed  against  them.  If  there  are  gentle- 
men possessed  of  facts  of  this  kind,  it  is  their  duty 
to  lay  them  before  the  House.  But  whilst  these 
proofs  are  held  back,  gentlemen  have  a  right  to 
say  no  necessity  exists  for  such  a  measure.  He 
supposed  gentlemen  who  spoke  with  so  much 
confidence  on  this  subject,  must  be  possessed  of 
facts  unknown  to  him,  otherwise  they  would  be 
unjustifiable  in  creating  a  groundless  alarm ;  but 
the  House  had  a  right  to  inquire  what  the  facts 
are,  if  they  did  exist,  and  whether  they  relate  to 
alien  friends  or  alien  enemies. 

He  would  not  only  sa^  that  this  bill  was  found- 
ed on  a  supposition  which  was  not  proved,  bat, 
also,  that  it  took  for  granted  another  position 
which  did  not  exist.  Ifthere  be  any  danger,  it  in 
certainly  such  as  may  be  punished  by  the  laws  of 
our  country,  without  adopting  a  measure  of  this 
kind.  The  laws  of  the  United  States  will  reach 
alien  friends  if  ffuilty  of  seditious  or  treasonable 
practices,  as  weli  as  citizens.  And  if  the  law  is 
not  at  present  sufficient  to  reach  every^  case,  it 
might  be  amended.    He  wished  all  crimes  and 

Eunishments  to  be  accurately  defined;  and  lie 
oped  gentlemen  who  profess  to  be  warm  support- 
ers of  this  Government  and  Constitution,  will  not 
say  that  it  is  not  in  our  power  to  reach  the  objeet 
And  if  it  be  necessary  to  send  certain  persons  out 
of  the  country,  on  account  of  their  mal-practicesj, 
he  trusted  laws  would  be  framed  for  the  purpose  ol 
punishing  them,  and  that  they  would  not  be  left 
without  trial,  subject  to  the  arbitrary  control  of 
one  nian  only. 

This  bin  not  only  was  grounded  upon  a  vap' 
posed  necessity  which  did  not  exbt,  but  it  appear- 
ed to  him  that  if  it  was  passed,  a  bill  of  aeunilv 
nature  may  be  brought  m,  in  relation  to  eitiz^ns 
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of  tlie  United  States.  This  bill  is  called  a  bill 
eoneerning  aliens ;  but  in  its  consequences  it  af- 
fects citizens  as  much  as  aliens ;  for  he  called  upon 
the  supporters  of  this  bill  to  show  him  a  single 
clause  in  the  Constitution  which  has  been  referred 
to  in  support  of  this  bill,  which  would  not  equally 
justify  a  similar  measure  against  citizens  of  the 
United  States.  And,  so  far  as  relates  to  the  ne- 
isessity  of  the  bill,  the  plea  may  be  equally  made 
against  citizens  as  against  aliens ;  for  what  is  the 

f  round  upon  which  &lb  power  is  claimed  ?  It  is 
y  virtue  of  the  power  vested  in  Congress  to  regu- 
late commerce.  And  what  is  this  power  ?  It  is 
^  to  regulate  commerce  with  ibrei^pi  nations,  and 
amonff  the  several  States,  and  with  the  Ii^ian 
tribes.^'  Therefore,  if  by  virtue  of  the  power 
of  Congress  to  regulate  commerce  with  for- 
eign nations^  they  can  remove  foreigners  from 
the  country  by  the  same  reasoning,  (bad  reason- 
ing he  knew  it  was,)  they  had  a  similar  power,  of 
removing  citizens  of  thie  several  States.  And 
wken  another  gentleman  tells  us  that  the  power 
is  claimed  under  certain  powers  given  to  Congress 
to  provide  for  the  common  defence  and  general 
weilfare,  will  it  not  apply  to  citizens  as  well  as 
aliens  ?  It  certainly  would,  since  they  might  argue 
that  seditious  and  turbulent  citizens  might  be  as 
danjB^erous  to  the  peace  of  the  country,  as  aliens  of 
a  similar  description;  and  when  gentlemen  are 
disposed  to  treat  the  Constitution  in  this  way  to 
come  at  aliens,  he  had  no  doubt  they  would  be 
equallv  ready  to  do  it  against  citizens  whenerer 
thev  enall  wish  to  do  so. 

Or  will  gentlemen  say  that  the  Constitution  af- 
fords a  security  to  citizens  which  it  does  not  ex- 
tend to  aliens  ?  He  knew  the  rights  of  aliens  are 
limited ;  but  if  we  can  dispense  with  the  law  to- 
wards them,  we  may  also  do  it  with  respect  to 
citizens.  Tne  trial  by  jury  does  not  speak  of  cit- 
izens, but  of  persons.  What  security,  said  Mr. 
Q.,  can  citizens  have,  when  they  see  a  bill  like 
the  present  pass  into  a  law?  What,  said  he,  have 
we  neard  on  this  floor  ?  The  member  from  Con- 
necticut (Mr.  Allen)  objected  to  the  hill  for  pre- 
venting and  restraining  seditious  persons.  What 
were  his  objections  1  That  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States  had,  in  all  criminal  cases^  said 
the  trial  by  jury  should  remain  sacred.  By 
that  bill  power  was  given  to  the  Judges  to  de- 
termine certain  facts;  and,  in  order  to  remedy 
that  objection,  and  to  provide  a  better  security  £ot 
the  persons  amenable  to  that  law,  what  did  he 
propose?  To  take  the  power  from  the  Jadf^s^ 
and  give  it  entirely  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States. 

Again,  with  respect  to  the  writ  of  habeas  cor- 
pus, what  do  genttemea  sav  ?  They  say  it  is  only 
to  prevent  any  man  from  being  imprisoned  in  an 
arlutrary  manner;  and  that,  as  the  present  hill 
describes  the  cases  in  which  a  man  is  liable  to  ar- 
restation  and  imprisonment,  it  cannot  be  a  sus- 
spension  o£  that  law ;  that  is  to  say,  the  writ  of 
Ittbeas  corpus  is  designed  to  prevent  arbitrary  im- 
pdsonmeni,  or  what  the  oentleman  calls  illegal 
imprisonment ;  hot.  acooiiing  to  this  doctrine,  if 
you  give,  by  law,  tae  power  to  the  President  of 


arbitrary  imprisonment,  that  power  being  thus 
given  by  law,  is  on  that  account  no  longer  ille^ 
nor  arbitrary.  That  was  the  kind  oi  security 
which  citizens  might  expect  to  derive  from  the 
clause  of  the  Constitution  which  related  to  the 
writ  of  habeas  corpus.  That  privilege  was  to  be 
done  away  by  a  legal  distinction. 

By  the  seventh  amendment  to  our  ConstitutioiL 
it  is  provided  that  "no  person  shall  be  deprived 
of  life,  liberty,  or  property,  without  due  process  of 
law."  According  to  tne  doctrine  of  the  gentleman. 
Congress  may  give,  by  law,  the  power  to  the  Presi- 
dent, or  any  one  else,  to  deprive  a  citizen  of  hie 
liberty  or  property,  and  the  act  of  giving  that  jpow- 
er  by  law,  will  be  called  the  due  process  oi  law 
contemplated  by  the  Constitution. 

The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  allowed 
that  there  exists  in  the  State  Gk>vernments  a  pow- 
er-to reflate  the  migration  of  aliens,  and  toadmit 
the  arrival  of  such  as  are  described  in  this  bdl ; 
but  he  said  that,  as  they  had  forborne  to  exeroiae 
the  power,  the  United  States  might,  with  propri- 
ety, pass  a  law  on  the  subject ;  but  that  any  one  of 
the  States  might  prevent  its  execution.  He  there- 
foce  allowed  a  power  in  the  States  to  prevent  the 
execution  of  the  law,  and  the  only  reason  why,  in 
his  opinion,  if  thb  bill  passed,  it  would  not  lie  at 
once  a  dead  letter,  was  grounded  on  the  construe^ 
tion  he  put  on  t|ie  word  '^  admit." 

But  Mr.  G.  would  go  further,  and  say  that  the 
States  and  the  State  Judiciary  would,  indeed  they 
must,  consider  the  law  as  a  mere  JiulUty,  they  muat 
declare  it  to  be  unconstitutional ;  for  no  one,  ex- 
cept the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts^ ever  would 
suppose  that  aliens  were  not  now  admitted  by  the 
States,  and,  on  his  own  ground,  whenever  they 
were  thus  admitted,  the  law  was  at  an  end. 

A  ffentleman  had  said  that  States  must  claim 
only  local  powers,  general  ones  being  placed  in 
the  General  Government.  Bat  the  present  bill 
was  more  of  a  local  than  of  a  general  nature. 
Those  States  whose  population  is  fuUtandto  which 
few  migrations  take  |)&ce,  are  little  c<mcerned  in 
this  question,  unless^  indeed,  to  check  the  popular 
tion  of  other  States,  and  to  keep  a  preponderance 
in  their  hands,  bean  object  with  them.  It  waa  of 
consequence  only  to  those  States  whose  popok* 
tion  is  thin,  and  whose  policy  it  has  always  been  to 
encourage  emigration.  Amon£»t  these,  he  placad 
the  State  of  Pennsylvania.  Indeed,  ne  had  al- 
ways thovtfht  it  was  the  general  policy  of  thia 
country ;  he  believed  it  had  onlv  been  the  vio- 
lence oi  party  which  had  created  any  difference 
of  opinion  on  the  subject.  It  had  been  an  estab- 
lished principle  in  Pennsylvania,  from  its  first 
establishment  to  the  present  time,  and  every  en- 
couragement had  been  held  out  to  emigrants  of  all 
nations.  On  this  account,  if  this  bill  passes,  there 
wiU  be  ten  times  the  number  of  people  under  its 
operation,  and  the  arbitrary  power  of  the  Presi- 
dent in  this  State,  ihan  there  will  be  in  all  the 
New  England  States  put  together.  Emigration, 
he  said,  had  been  very  useful  to  Pannsylvania.  It 
is  owing  to  it  that  its  population  hao,  within  a 
little  moee  than  a  century,  reached  its  present  exr 
tent.    Nor  had  the  mature  of  emigmtion  ik>Q» 
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Great  Britain  aod  QermaDy  produced  any  bad 
effect  upon  the  policy  of  the  State.  He  believed 
it  could  boasl  ot  civil  establishments  as  wise  and 
as  ffood  as  any  of  her  sister  States. 

A  temporary  sacrifice  has  already  been  made 
by  that  State,  by  the  new  naturalization  law, 
which  makes  it  necessary  for  a  foreigner  to  reside 
fourteen  years  in  the  country  before  he  can  be* 
come  a  citizen.  When  that  bill  was  under  con- 
sideration, the  friends  of  it  said,  they  wished  to 
give  security  to  the  persons  and  property  of  aliens, 
ut  they  did  not  wish  them  to  hare  any  political 
influence  in  the  country.  That  point  was  yielded 
without  a  struggle,  although,  from  the  establish- 
ment of  the  Province  of  Pennsylvania  to  this  day, 
no  more  than  two  years'  residence  had  ever  been 
required  by  the  Provincial  or  State  laws,  to  natu- 
ralize a  foreijipier  ;  and  let  it  be  remembered  that 
the  Declaration  of  Independence,  in  the  enumera- 
tion of  the  complaints  of  America  against  the 
King  of  Great  Britain,  states  that  "be  has  endea- 
vored to  prevent  the  population  of  these  States, 
for  that  purpose  obstructing  the  laws  for  the  na- 
turalization of  foreigners,  refiisinff  to  pass  others 
to  encourage  their  migration  himer,"  dec.  The 
present  bill  related  not  to  any  political  rights ;  it 
affected  the  civil  rights,  the  personal  liberty,  the 
property  of  aliens.  It  subjects  tbem  to  a  removal, 
upon  suspicion,  and  that  at  the  will  of  one  man. 
It  was  not  only  a  refusal  to  encoiJhrage  migrations, 
it  was  a  bill  to  prevent  migrations.  And  in -such 
a  bill,  assuming  a  power  belonging  to  herself  and 
not  to  the  United  States,  and  affecting  her  popu- 
lation and  prosperity  to  such  an  extent,  Penn- 
sylvania was  immediately  and  deeply  concerned. 

Mr.  G.  admitted,  there  might  be  cases  in  which 
it  miffht  be  proper  to  transport  persons  for  crimes, 
but  the  punishment  should  in  that  case  be  inflicted 
upon  conviction  of  crimes,  and  not  as  a  measure 
or  caution,  to  be  effected  on  mere  suspicion,  by  the 
arbitrary  power  of  one  individual. 

Mr.  G.  concluded  by  saying,  that  he  was  at  a 
loss  for  the  cause  of  the  introduction  of  this  bill. 
No  ground  had  been  shown* for  it ;  if  any  reason 
could  be  adduced,  he  supposed  the  States,  whose 
duty  it  is,  would  oe  as  ready  to  guard  against  the 
dreaded  evils,  as  the  GJeneral  Gk)vernment,  whose 
duty  it  is  not ;  and  he  thought  any  evils  which 
may  exist  would  be  better  provided  for  in  the 
usual  way,  than  by  placing  so  extraordinary  a 
power  in  the  hands  or  the  President  of  the  United 
-States. 

Mr.  GoBDON  said,  the  United  States  had  cer- 
tainly the  right  to  withdraw  their  protection  to 
aliens^  whenever  they  thought  proper,  notwith- 
standtnff  all  that  had  been  said  by  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania.  He  would  endeavor,  in  a 
few  words,  to  show  that  such  a  power  does  exist, 
and  that  the  execution  of  it  is  only  bounded  by 
sound  discretion.  The  question  is,  whether,  under 
existing  circumstances,  the  United  States  have 
not  the  power  to  order  foreigners  to  depart  from 
the  country  who  have  been  guilty  of  treasonable 
er  seditious  practices  abroad  ?  He  had  no  doubt 
on  this  subject ;  it  is  aquestioiL  in  his  mind,  which 
iftdudes  the  very  existeoee  or  Goipernment.  The 


sovereign  power  of  every  nation  possesses  it ;  it  is 
a  power  possessed  by  Government  to  protect 
itself;  and,  in  his  opinion,  ought  now  to  be  ex- 
ercised. 

It  has  been  said,  that  there  is  no  specific  power 
in  the  Constitution  upon  which  this  proposition 
can  be  supported ;  and  he  knew  it  had  b^n  said 
that  it  was  necessary  that  all  the  acts  of  Couffreas 
should  be  founded  upon  express  provisions  of  the 
Constitution ;  yet  he  believed  that  House  had  done 
a  variety  of  acts  for  which  it  had  no  express  pow- 
er. He  asked  whether  Congpress  had  any  author- 
ity in  the  Constitution  to  institute  a  Bank  ?  They 
had  not :  yet  they  had  done  it.  Another  case :  in 
the  treaty  between  this  country  and  Great  Britain, 
it  is  stipulated  that  any  murderer  who  shall  take 
refuge  m  one  country  from  the  other  shall  be  giv- 
en up,  thouffh  no  clause  in  the  Constitution  au- 
thorizes such  a  power.  This  is  a  case  somewhat 
analogous  to  the  present ;  and  if  the  States  had 
the  power  to  protect  offenders  of  the  kind  men- 
tioned in  this  bill,  they  might  also  protect  murder- 
ers. But  the  right  of  Congress  to  regulate  this 
l^siness,  arises  from  the  power  of  making  war, 
and  providing  for  the  general  welfare ;  and  the 
arguments  of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
in  favor  of  passing  a  law  in  respect  to  alien  ene- 
mies, would  show  it  to  be  right  also  to  pass  a  law 
of  this  kind.  If  the  House  make  the  express  let- 
ter of  the  Constitution  the  rule  of  their  power,  he 
denied  that  they  had  any  power  to  make  the  regu- 
lations proposed  to  be  maae  with  respect  to  alien 
enemies.  But  is  it  not  absurd  to  say,  at  a  time 
when  the  United  States  are  about  to  enter  upon  a 
war,  and  the  country  is  filled  with  the  natives  of 
the  enemy-country,  that  we  do  not  possess  power 
to  send  them  out  of  the  country  ?  That  Congress 
may  make  war,  but  cannot  do  a  less  hostile  act  ? 
If  we  possess  this  right,  upon  what  is  it  founded, 
but  upon  the  ground  that  the  safety  of  the  com- 
munity must  be  provided  for  ?  And,  pursuing  this 
principle,  it  will  equally  apply  to  tne  aliens  of 
other  countries.  For  suppose,  at  some  future  time, 
there  shall  be  As  many  aliens  of  various  nations 
as  citizens  in  the  United  States;  and  suppose  the 
United  States  should  be  engaged  in  war  with  any 
one  of  the  nations  of  Europe,  might  not  such  a 
band  of  men.  if  suffered  to  remain,  prove  the  de- 
struction of  Uie  country  ?  They  certainly  might, 
and  no  nation  would  act  so  unwisely  as  to  give 
them  an  opportunity  of  becoming  so. 

But  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  saya, 
that  this  bill  is  a  violation  of  the  rights  of  aliens, 
as  it  takes  from  them  the  right  of  a  trial  by  jury, 
secured  by  the  Constitution.  This,  Mr.  G.  denied. 
This  bill,  he  said,  does  not  contemplate  a  crime, 
but  directs  that  aliens  shall  be  apprehended  on 
suspicion,  and  sent  out  of  the  country.  It  is 
only  when  they  refuse  to  obey  the  order,  that  a 
crime  is  committed,  and  then  they  are  to  be  tried 
by  a  jury  equally  with  citizens  of  this  cottntry. 

The  gentleman  has  informed  the  Houfie.  that 
the  Constitutions  of  the  United  Sutes  and  of  the 
individual  States  have  limited  the  powera  of  Gov- 
ernment, beyond  which  they  cannot  go.  But  this 
limitation,  it  must  be  allowed,  can  only  reapeet 
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those  for  whose  use  and  benefit  these  Gonstitu- 
tioDs  were  formed.  This  bill  does  not  affeet  any 
of  these  persons.    It  relates  only  to  aliens. 

Bat,  it  was  said,  Congress  is  expressly  prohibit- 
ed from  making  a  law  like  the  present,  by  the  first 
paragraph  of  the  ninth  section  of  the  Constitution, 
which  provides  that  the  migration  of  any  persons 
whom  the  States  choose  to  admit,  shall  not  be 
prohibited  previously  to  the  year  1806.  But,  in 
order  to  make  this  article  apply,  it  will  be  neces- 
sary either  to  bring  this  bill  within  the  letter  or 
the  spirit  of  that  clause  of  the  Constitution*  He 
denied  that  it  was  within  either.  It  had  been  said, 
that  this  clause  was  Intended  to  secure  the  import- 
ation of  slaves  to  those  States  of  the  Union  which 
are  concerned  in  slaves,  and  the  migration  of  for- 
eigners to  other  States  who  want^  inhabitants. 
But  as  this  bill  proposes  onlv  to  affect  persons  of 
a  certain  description,  which  ne  supposed  it  could 
not  be  the  interest  of  any  State  to  remain  in  it, 
he  thought  it  could  not  be  reasonably  objected  to. 
If  any  gentieman  could  suppose  that  there  is  a 
State  in  the  Union  which  would  desire  to  retain 
in  their  8<>ciety  persons  who  have  been  convicted 
of  felony,  or  who  are  notorious  fugitives  from 
iustice  on  charges  of  treason  or  sedition,  he  must 
nave  a  strange  idea  of  such  a  State,  and  it  was 
what  he  himself  could  not  credit.  This  bill,  he 
said,  was  not  intended  to  cut  off  migrations  to  this 
country,. but  merely  to  serve  a  temporary  pur- 
pose, and  therefore  could  not  militate  against 
the  article  of  the  Constitution  which  had  been 
named. 

It  had  been  said,  that  this  bill  would  be  a  viola- 
tion of  the  habeas  corpus  act.  It  was  a  little  ex- 
traordinary that  any  gentleman  should  have  as- 
serted this.  There  is  nothing  in  this  bill  to  pre- 
yent  a  person  from  being  brought  before  a  Juoffe. 
His  righXj  in  this  respect,  is  no  way  impaired  by 
this  bill.  The  only  difference  which  it  makes,  is, 
that  persons  in  this  situation  would  have  to  submit 
to  a  new  law. 

If  no  law  of  this  kind  was  passed,  it  would  be 
in  the  power  of  an  individual  State  to  introduce 
soch  a  number  of  aliens  into  the  coi»itry,as  might 
not  only  be  dangerous,  but  as  mi^bt  be  sufficient 
to  overturn  the  (Government,  and  introduce. the 

greatest  confusion  in  the  eoontry.  Sufwose  a 
itate  were  to  admit,  thousands  ot  aliens  trom  a 
nation  with  which  we  are  likely  soon  to  be  at  war. 
what  would  be  the  remedy  ?  The  President  would 
have  power  to  remove  them  as  soon  as  war  shall 
have  been  declared.  But,  suppose  they  shall  come 
firom  a  nation  with  whom  we  are  at  peace?  They 
might  settle  all  over  the  United  States,  they  would 
be  protected,  and  they  might  organize  themselves 
against  the  Qovernment.  And,  can  the  Gk>vem- 
BMUt  be  so  deficient  in  power,  as  not  to  be  able  to 
provide  against  such  a  mischief?  To  suppose  this 
would  be  to  suppose  that  the  very  existence  of  the 
Union  is  in  the  power  of  a  single  State. 

The  United  States  have  gimrantied  to  the  indi- 
yidnal  States  a  Republican  form  of  Government ; 
bat,  if  one  State  admit  so  many  aliens  into  it  as 
to  produce  a  change  in  its  system  of  Qovenunent, 
the  Uaited  States  would  be  obliged  to  use  force 
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to  recover  it,  if  no  other  remedy  could  be  had. 
It  was  said,  a  law  like  this  had  never  before 
been  attempted ;  but,  it  mifht  also  be  said,  there 
never  was  a  time  when  the  United  States  were  so 
accessible  as  at  this  time,  and  therefore  uncommon, 
measures  were  justifiable.  Gentlemen  say  laws 
may  be  made  for  the  punishment  of  these  persons, 
without  giving  so  strong  a  power  to  the  President. 
But,  can  laws,  said  Mr.  G.,  reach  the  hearts  of 
men?  Persons  who  come  here  with  a  view  of 
overturning  the  Government,  will  not  commit  any 
overt  act  which  shall  brine  them  under  the  laws 
of  the  country.  He  trusted,  therefore,  the  present 
bill  would  be  passed. 

Mr.  Otis  said,  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylva^ 
nia  had  noticed  some  thin^  which  he  had  said, 
and  had  attributed  other  things  to  him  which  he 
did  not  say.  He  should  not  attempt  to  vindicate 
arguments  which  he  did  not  make  use  of  ^  but  hit 
would  trouble  the  committee  with  a  few  ranarki 
to  illustrate  the  principles  on  which  he  originally 
vindicated  the  bill,  and  upon  which  he  stiU 
thought  it  might  be  easily  defended. 

It  could  not  fairly  be  denied,  that  it  was  the 
design  of  the  Federal  Constitution  to  embrace  all 
our  exterior  relations.  The  great  objects  of  peaee 
and  war,  negotiations  with  foreiea  countries,  the 
general  peace  and  welfare  of  the  United  States, 
must  be  provided  for  and  maintained  by  the 
National  Government ;  no  other  authority  is  com- 
petent to  these  great  duties ;  no  other  can  judffe 
of  the  necessity  of  measures  preparatory  to  the 
national  defence,  nor  enforce  such  measures  with 
general  effect. 

If  Congress  has  the  right  to  defend  the  Union, 
it  haa  certainly  a  right  to  prepare  for  defence* 
And  if  any  specific  power  had  been  claimed  by 
the  individual  States  which  was  inconsistent  with 
this  general  power,  it  must  vanish  before  the  ob* 
ligation  of  the  General  Gk>vemment  to  provide 
for  the  common  defence. 

But  he  did  not  think  the  power  of  admitting 
foreigners,  which  it  was  contended  for  by  the  gen* 
tleman  from  Pennsylvania  remained  with  the 
States,  was  inconsistent  with  the  right  of  expell- 
ing  dangerous  persons,  which  he  claimed  for  tha 
Genejgl  Government.  That  gentleman,  Mr.  O. 
said,  fln  interrogated  him  in  a  very  extraordioar y 
manner.  He  has  asked  whether  he  wished  t6 
overturn  the  Constitution  ?  He  should  certainly 
answer.  No ;  he  did  not  wish  to  ov^turn,  but  to 
preserve  it  ajg;ainst  the  attempts  of  insidious  and 
dangerous  aliens,  and  he  thought  this  bill  neoes* 
sary  for  that  purpose.  He  considered  and  folr 
lowed  the  ConsUtution  as  a  lamp  to  his  path; 
whereas  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  would 
make  it  a  mere  ignis  fatuus^  calculated  to  be* 
wilder  and  mislead. 

Mr.  O.  agreed  that  the  construction  was  just 
which  the  gentleman  put  upon  the  first  article  of 
the  eighth  section  of  the  Constitution,  and  that  to 
provide  for  the  common  defence  and  general  wel* 
fare  was  the  end  of  the  powers  recited  in  the  first 
part  of  that  section,  and  that  the  powers  wne 
merely  the  means.  But  this  is  equally  the  end  of 
all  the  other  powers  given  to  Congress  by  aU  the 
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articles  of  this  section,  so  that  these  words  might, 
with  propriety,  be  understood  as  if  they  were 
added  to  eyer]r  clause  in  it,  and  thus,  from  the 
whole  section,  it  appeared  clear  that  Congress  has 
a  right  to  make  war  for  the  common  defence  and 
general  welfare,  and  of  course  to  do  everything 
which  is  necessary  to  prepare  for  such  a  state. 
And  shall  we,  said  Mr.  O.,  allow  that  the  States 
have  a  ri^ht  to  defeat  this  power  ?  If  we  find  men 
in  this  country  endeavorinff  to  spread  sedition  and 
discord ;  who  hare  assisted  in  laying  other  coun- 
tries prostrate ;  whose  hands  are  reeking  with 
Uood,  and  whose  hearts  rankle  with  hatred  to- 
wards us — have  we  not  the  power  to  shake  off 
these  firebrands  ?  Certainly  we  have.  They  were 
admitted  here  under  the  rights  of  hospitality,  exer- 
cised by  nations  towards  friendly  strangers ;  but 
when  they  become  dangerous  and  hostile,  we  cer- 
tainly have  a  right  to  send  them  awav.  What 
will  be  our  situation,  if  any  one  of  the  States  may 
retain  a  number  of  men,  whose  residence  shall  be 
proveably  dangerous  to  the  safety  of  the  United 
States?  If  such  State  should  judge  proper  to 
make  regulations  on  the  subject,  it  could  only 
banish  a  ]^rson  from  its  territory.  So  that  per- 
sons of  this  description,  stamped  with  infamy  in 
their  own  country,  and  plotting  treasons  against 
ours,  may  remain  in  some  part  of  the  territory  of 
the  United  States,  while  Congress  has  not  the 
power  to  get  rid  of  them  until  all  the  Sutes  concur 
in  the  same  object. 

If  this  was  the  dilemma  into  which  we  are  re- 
duced by  the  Federal  compact,  it  might  as  well 
have  never  been  made,  for  a  Government  that  is 
prevented  from  exercising  an  authority  which 
may  be  necessary  to  its  existence,  is  not  better 
than  no  Government  at  all ;  and  if  the  individual 
States  have  the  means  of  frustrating  the  views  of 
the  General  €k>yemment  in  the  exercise  of  its 
powers,  the  present  Constitution  would  have  no 
advantage  over  the  old  Confederation.    The  sim- 

ge  ground  on  which  the  question  stood  was  this, 
an  the  right  of  expulsion  be  exercised  by  the 
United  States,  without  infringing  the  right  of  ad- 
mission, which  is  reserved  to  the  individual  States? 
And  gentlemen,  to  demonstrate  the  collision  of 
these  powers,  put  an  extreme  case,  and  ^hppose 
that  Congress  may  send  out  of  the  countrfall  the 
aliens  who  should  be  admitted  by  any  State,  and 
thus  render  nugatory  the  right  or  importation  re- 
•enred  to  the  States.  But  this  is  the  old-fashioned 
way  of  ar^ng  from  a  presumed  abuse  of  power. 
It  is  one  thing  to  banish  ajH  aliens  indiscriminately, 
and  a  retj  different  thing  to  banish  a  few  indi- 
Tiduals  or  suspicious  character.  It  is  in  the  na- 
ture of  a  punishment  for  supposed  offences,  and 
there  is  no  fear  of  involving  innocence  with  guilt. 
Aliens  do  not  claim  an  exemption  from  punish- 
ment for  offences  against  the  United  States— 
when  foand  guilty  of  crimes,  the  Courts  can  sen- 
tence them  to  be  imprisoned,  or  to  be  punished 
with  death.  And  yet  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
aylTania  might  as  well  say  that  such  sentences  are 
uieoiutitational,  because  the  Courts  might  im- 
prison or  hang  up  aliens  as  fast  as  they  are  ad- 
ioutted  into  any  State. 


Mr.  O.  contended  that  the  limitation  of  the 

gowerof  admitting  aliens,  which  is  reserved  to  the 
tates  till  the  year  1808,  implied  that  Congress 
might  prohibit  the  migration  6f  foreigners  after 
that  lime,  so  that  this  ninth  section  of  the  Con- 
stitution is  only  an  exception  from  the  general 
power,  and  must  be  construed  strictly.  If  the 
United  States  have  not  this  right,  they  cannot 
authorize  the  President  to  send  away  a  publie 
Minister  who  should  threaten  to  convulse  tne  na- 
tion, but  a  State  might  retain  such  a  Minister 
contrary  to  the  wishes  and  interests  of  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  O.  wished  gentlemen  to  inquire  whether 
or  not  it  is  now  necessary  to  exercise  this  power. 
Grentlemen  call  for  evidence  of  any  alien's  acting 
improperly  in  this  country.  If,  he  said,  proa 
positive  and  direct  could  be  adduced,  the  laws  of 
the  country  might  be  sufficient  to  punish  them ; 
but  is  there  not  sufficient  reason  to  be  alarmed  on 
this  subject,  not  only  from  the  fate  of  other  coun- 
tries, but  from  what  has  happened  under  our  own 
eyes.  Do  we  not  know,  saia  he,  that  the  French 
nation  have  or^nized  bands  of  aliens  as  wdl  as 
of  their  own  citizens,  in  other  countries,  to  bring 
about  their  nefarious  purposes.  It  is  well  known 
that  their  object  is  to  divide  and  command ;  and 
they  furnish  the  most  dreadful  commentaries  upon 
this  old  maxim.  By  these  means  they  have  over- 
run all  the  republics  in  the  world  but  our  own. 
Do  we  not,  said  he,  read  the  history  of  their  dark 
manoeuvres  in  the  fate  of  HoUana  and  Switzei^ 
land  ?  And  may  we  not  expect  the  same  means 
to  be  employed  against  this  country  ?  We  cer- 
tainly might 

Turn  back,  said  Mr.  O.,  to  the  year  1794,  we 
find  the  Prince  of  Orange  calling  upon  the  differ- 
ent States  of  Holland,  requiring  them  to  contri- 
bute to  the  common  defence.  The  States  G^ieral, 
and  the  great  body  of  the  people,  answer  him  with 
addresses  and  professions  of  loyalty ;  but  some  of  the 
towns,  and  particular  groups  of  the  people,  insti- 
gated by  spies  and  foreign  agents,  remonstrate 
against  these  patriotic  measures.  It  is  time 
enough,  say  they,  "  the  nation  is  not  in  danger  of 
an  invasion."  The  secret  agents  of  the  French 
taught  some  of  the  people  to  answer,  ''our  own 
dykes  will  be  a  sufficient  defence  for  the  country, 
and  the  affection  of  the  people  is  the  best  security 
for  the  €k>vernment.''  But  behold,  in  a  few 
months,  the  Prince  of  Orange  was  compelled  to 
fly*  the  Government  was  overturned,  and  its 
offices  taken  possession  of  by  domestic  traitors— 
the  Revolution  was  effected,  the  intrigues  of  emis- 
saries were  then  developed,  and  the  rest  is  well 
known.  Let  us  look  at  Switzerland,  and  nimi- 
nste  upon  the  Revolution  of  that  fated  country. 
Where  is  its  Confederacy,  which  had  withstood 
the  storms  of  so  many  centuries  ?  The  aristocracies 
are  mdted  down  into  democracies,  and  the  demo- 
cracies are  moulded  into  abject  colonies ;  contri- 
butions have  been  leyied  upon  them,  the  officers 
of  Government  have  been  supplanted  t>y  men  who 
riot  upon  Its  spoils,  and  who  are  supported  in  the 
possession  of  their  newly  acquired  preferments, 
oy  foreign  armies,  and  fbrei^  agents.    And  ef 
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all  these  disasters,  the  groood  work  had  been  laid 
by  the  induslry  and  arts  cf  the  French  apostles  of 
•sedition. 

It  might  be  said,  the  situation  of  this  country  is 
far  different  from  that  of  Holland,  and  that  the 
people  of  this  country  are  too  strongly  attached 
to  their  Gk>yernment  and  country  to  be  operated 
upon  by  any  of  those  means  by  which  the  Dutch 
and  Swiss  had  lost  their  liberties.  But  he  believed 
that  both  the  Swiss  and  Dutch  entertained  a  very 
sincere  and  ardent  attachment  to  their  country 
and  institutions.  This  affection  amon^;  the  Swiss 
was  proferbial.  When  obliged  to  quit  their  na- 
tiTt  country,  they  sickened  to  revisit  it;  and  the 
ipreat  bodv  of  the  people  in  Holland  were  attached 
tn  a  high  degree  to  the  family  of  Orange.  Be- 
sides, fear  was  a  principle  not  less  powenui  than 
hope,  in  exciting  men  to  actioA ;  and  though  the 
people  of  this  country  would  not  be  allured  into 
revolutionary  projects  by  the  desire  of  acquiring 
an  increase  of  liberty ;  it  was  not  easy  to  calcu- 
late to  what  extremities  they  might  be  forced  by 
the  apprehension  of  losing  what  they  already  en- 
joye<f— a  jealousy  careniUy  fomented  by  the 
agents  of  France. 

^Mr.  O.  said,  that  this  diplomatic  agency  bad 
been  in  full  motion  in  the  United  States;  he 
might  mention  names ;  but  it  was  well  known  to 
every  gentlemen  of  this  committee  that  a  French- 
man of  a  literary  and  intriguing  character,  who 
was  formerly  a  member  of  the  Club  Breton,  and 
was  doubtless  in  the  confidence  of  the  Directory, 
who  has  for  a  lonff  time  sojourned  in  Pennsyl- 
vania, who  had  exiuored  the  Indian  country,  and 
traveUedf  through  other  States,  had  lately  taken 
flight.  It  was  also  well  known,  that*  a  citizen  of 
Pennsylvania,  conspicuous  for  nis  attachment  to 
the  French,  had  followed  him.  It  was  latelv  dis- 
covered that  another  Frenchman,  who  resided  at 
New  York,  and  who,  he  believed,  was  naturalized, 
is  in  the  constant  habit  of  corresponding  wi^  the 
Directory,  a  man,  who,  though  holding  no  known 
agency  under  them  at  present,  has  heretofore  affi^ 
tated  the  Continent  by  his  intrigues,  and  may  he 
looked  upon  as  in  their  employ.  And  the  same 
kind  of  correspondence  is  traced  up  to  our  own 
citizens. 

Mr.  O.  concluded  by  saying,  the  times  are  full 
of  danger,  and  it  would  be  uie  height  of  mad- 
ness not  to  take  every  precaution  in  our  power. 
The  riffht  contended  for  was  of  inestimable  value 
to  the  IFnited  States,  but  to  the  individual  States 
it  would  be  of  no  importance.  The  provisicms  of 
the  Constitution  were  plain  and  adequate  to  all 
the  exigencies  of  the  nation,  and  it  was  wrong  to 
waste  that  time  in  nice  and  unnecessarv  argu- 
ments, which  ought  to  be  employed  in  tne  most 
active  preparations  and  decisive  measures.  He 
hoped^  therefore,  the  section  would  be  retained. 

Mr.  Habpbr  said,  it  was  not  without  difficulty 
that  he  could  prevail  upon  himself  to  believe  that 
the  objections  to  this  measure,  on  Constitutional 
grounds,  were  serious.  He  could  not  help  beinff 
reminded,  when  he  heard  these  objections  urged, 
of  the  saying  of  a  witty  writer  upon  a  book  still 
flUMie  sacred  than  the  Constttntiooy  viz :  ^  that  it 


was  a  rich  field  into  which  all  parties  sent  their 
troops  to  forage."  Mr.  H.  said,  it  was  curious  to 
observe  the  conduct  of  ffentlemen.  When  a  mea- 
sure cannot  be  opposed  on  the  ground  of  expe- 
diency, when  the  necessity  of  it  is  so  obvious  as 
not  to  be  questioned,  then  Constitutional  objec- 
tions are  resorted  to.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  it  can- 
not possibly  be  objected  to  on  Constitutional 
ground,  gentlemen  then  end^vor  to  show  it  to  be 
unnecessary.  When  additional  armed  forces  are 
proposed  to  be  raised,  it  is  either  said  to  be  unne- 
cessary, or  that  it  will  cost  more  thim  the  protee- 
tion  is  worth.  And  if  it  be  wished  to  restrain  a 
foreign  enemy,  or  domestic  traitors,  and  effectual 
means  are  proposed,  the  House  is  told,  by  a  novel 
discovery,  that  we  have  not  the  power  of  self- 
defence  ;  though  we  see  the  knife  of  the  traitor 
held  to  our  throats,  we  are  to  wait* until  the  State 
Governments  will  come  in  and  snatch  it  awar. 
Strange  would  it  be  if  the  Government  could 
thus  exist ;  strange  would  it  be  if  it  had  not  the 
power  of  suppressing  domestic  traitors!  And  how 
does  it  appear  that  this  Government  has  not  the 
power  ?  By  arguments  better  calculated  to  excite 
risibility  than  conviction,  and  nothing  but  the  seri- 
ous manner  in  which  they  have  b^n  made  for 
two  or  three  days  together,  could  have  produced 
any  answer  to  them  from  him.  The  committee 
are  told  that  because  Congress  cannot  prevent  the 
States  ftoxA  admitting  the  migration  ot  foreigners 
before  the  year  1808,  they  cannot  authorize  the 
President  to  send  out  of  the  country  the  descrip* 
tion  of  characters  mentioned  in  the  first  section  of 
this  bill. 

Grentlemen  have  not  said  that  Congress  cannot 
pass  a  law  to  send  persons  Out  of  the  country,  but 
they  object  to  the  exercise  of  the  power  in  the 
cases  referred  to.  If  Congress  shall  direct  the 
President  to  send  persons  out  of  the  country  who 
shall  appear  under  certain  circumstances,  that 
would  be  one  way  of  exertinjr  their  power ;  or  if 
they  shall  be  sent  away  for  offences  or  which  they 
have  been  convicted  before  a* court  of  justice,  that 
would  be  another  way  ;  but  the  power  would  be 
the  same. 

It  was  said  that  the  State  Governments  only 
had  cognisance  over  aliens ;  but  have  these  Gov- 
ernments any  knowledge  of  what  relates  to  our 
foreign  relations,  or  the  common  defence  of  the 
Union?  Certainly  not.  By  admitting  the  doc- 
trine which  these  gentlemen  advocate,  what  is  the 
I  result  ?  One  State  might  expel  persons  as  dan- 
j^rous,  but  an  adjoining  State  might  be  of  opin- 
ion that  the  person  ought  not  to  be  expelled ;  and, 
of  course,  such  a  person  would  remain  at  liberty  to 
act  against  the  Government  and  people  of  the 
United  States;  and  if  the  safety  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  Union  is  to  depend  upon  the  discord- 
ant wills  of  sixteen  States,  deplorable  and  debased 
indeed  would  be  its  situation. 

But  what,  said  Mr.  H.,  has  banishment  to  do 
with  migration?  The  Constitution  says  that  the 
migration  of  such  persons  as  the  States  choose  to 
admit  shall  not  be  prohibited ;  but  does  it  follow, 
that  because  persons  may  come  here,  that  thev 
may  not  only  stay  hare,  but  commitcrimeswhick 
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cannot  be  restrained ;  for,  if  these  persons  cannot 
be  sent  out  of  the  country  in  one  way,  they  can- 
not be  sent  out  in  another.  He  allowed  that  the 
States  have  a  right  to  admit  such  foreigners  as 
they  think  proper  till  a  certain  period ;  out  the 
General  Gk>Temment  is.  in  the  meantime,  charged 
with  the  common  defence  and  welfare  of  the 
United  States,  and,  in  pursuance  of  those  objects, 
it  certainly  has  a  right  to  pass  all  necessary  laws, 
and  if  any  of  these  laws  should  require  certain 
aliens  to  be  sent  out  of  the  country,  what  has  ap- 
peared to  be  tfecessaiy  for  the  gencural  welfare  can- 
not be  carried  into  effect  if  the  States  have  a  right 
to  insist  upon  keeping  their  aliens.  But  the  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsynrania  says,  that,  if  this  law 
were  to  pass,  the  courts  of  justice  would  declare 
it  to  be  unconstitutional.  If  so,  then,  according 
to  his  own  opidion,  the  law  would  become  a  dead 
letter.  He  did  not  know  what  the  decision  of  the 
judicial  power  would  be.  Whatever  it  miffht  be, 
he  should  submit  to  it ;  but  he  never  could  be  per- 
suaded that  the  judicial  power  would  act  so  ab- 
surdly as  to  make  no  distinction  between  the 
admission  of  the  migration  of  foreigners  and  their 
expulsion.  Besides,  notwithstanding  what  had 
fallen  from  the  gentleman  from  Georgia,  (Mr. 
BALnwiN,)  whose  opinions  on  Constitutional 
points^  as  he  was  a  member  of  the  Convention 
who  formed  the  Constitution,  he  allowed  to  have 
weight — he,  nevertheless,  believed  htf  was  mis- 
taken in  the  construction  which  he  had  given  to 
the  first  paragraph  of  the  ninth  section.  He  be- 
lieved his  memoFv  had  failed  him.  It  does  not 
say  Congress  shall  never  have  the  power,  but 
that  it  shall  not  exercise  the  power  until  the  year 
1808,  which  makes  it  pretty  evident  that  the  pro- 
vision had  only  relation  to  slaves.  If  it  had  rela- 
ted to  emigrants,  it  would  have  been  without  any 
limitation  of  time.  If  Africans,  or  slaves^  had 
been  inserted  by  name,  the  -thing  could  not,  m  his 
opinion,  havel>een  more  clear. 

What,  said  Mr.  H.,  will  be  the  situation  of 
things  after  the  year  1808?  All  the  fine-spun 
arguments  of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
wfll  then  fall  to  the  ground.  Congress  may  then 
admit  foreigners  or  not.  This  will  be  a  much 
larger  power  than  is  now  contended  for,  which  is 
only  that  such  aliens  as  are  obnoxious  to  the  peace 
and  happiness  of  the  United  States  should  be 
removed  therefrom.  With  respect  to  citizens,  we 
know  they  cannot  be  proceeded  a^inst  in  this 
way,  and  when  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
said,  that  if  this  power  was  granted  to  the  Presi- 
dent with  respect  to  aliens,  there  was  nothing  to 
prevent  a  similar  pow«r  from  being  exercised 
against  citizens,  he  declared,  in  so  many  words, 
that  the  verjr  instant  Congress  got  the  power,  it 
would  exercise  it  in  the  mostatrocious  and  unwar- 
noted  manner,  by  perfidiously  turning  it  against 
their  fellow-citizens.  To  argue  the  abuse  of 
power  from  its  existence,  was  a  common  subter- 
fuge of  gentlemen,  which,  if  not  disregarded, 
would  prevent  the  giving  any  power  whatever, 
and  he  desired  no  better  principle  to  completely 
atop  the  wheels  of  Government,  and  to  lay  it 
prostrata  at  the  feet  of  ito  external  and  internal  foes. 


But  it  was  said  no  necessity  exists  for  thk 
measure,  and  gentlemen  call  for  proof  of  any  dan- 
ger to  be  ai)prehended  from  the  description  of  per- 
sons mentioned  in  this  bill.  Are  we  to  wait, 
then,  said  Mr.  H.,  until  a  judicial  process  can  be 
entered  upon  ?  To  stay  until  the  dagger  is  plunged 
into  our  bosoms,  before  we  take  any  means  of  de- 
fence ? — Until  tne  thief  breaks  into  our  house,  be- 
fore we  bar  the  door  ?  He  believed  no  one  would 
say  this  would  be  ffood  policy. 

Suppose,  said  Mr.  H.,  a  person  had  good  infor* 
mation  that  a  set  of  thieves  meant  to  break  iiit» 
his  house  on  a  certain  night,  what  would  be 
thouffht  of  the  conduct  of  any  individual  wIm 
should  say  to  him,  ^  you  need  not  prepare  to  de^ 
fend  yourself;  there  is  no  occasion  to  bar  the 
doors — there  are  no  thieves  in  the  neighborhood  ?^ 
Such  a  person  certainly  would  be  deemed  a  part- 
ner in  the  burglary.  The  allegory,  Mr.  H.  said, 
was  applicable  to  the  fate  of  many  nations  whose 
Gbveroments  have  been  overturned  by  France. 
Mr.  H.  referred  to  theaaimating  picture  of  Freiftefa 
intrigue  eiven  by  the  gentleman  from  Massaeho- 
setts.  He  trusted  the  bill  would  be  passed.  He 
wished  no  traitors  should  be  left  in  the  country 
to  paralyze  all  our  efforts  for  its  defence,  and 
when  the  enemy  appeared,  give  him  poeseastOA 
of  it. 

As  to  the  ramification  of  the  plot  which  he  h^ 
some  days  ago  mentioned^  and  which  the  gentle 
man  from  Pennsylvania  wishes  to  have  developed^ 
he  wished  he  was  able  to  see  through  it  so  clearlf 
as  to  be  able  to  lay  a  resolution  upon  the  table  oa 
the  subject ;  but  though  he  was  not  able  to  do  thia, 
yet  the  ramification  of  that  plot  is  so  visible,  that 
ne  should  d^em  himself  the  worst  of  traitors  and 
assassins  to  his  cdUntry,  if  he  did  not  resist  thow 
attempts  which  are  made  to  bind  us  hand  and 
foot,  until  our  enemy  comes  upon  us ;  and  he  aop- 
pcMed  it  was  for  this  reason  that  this  bill  met  with 
so  much  opposition,  and  that  such  means  were 
used  to  excite  prejudices  against  it.  Because  it 
puts  a  hook  into  the  nose  of  persons  who  are 
leagued  with  the  enemies  of  this  country.  The 
zetd  shown  in  this  House,  and  in  other  plaeca, 
af^inst  this  bill,  evinces  the  deadly  hatred  of  eer- 
tain  persons  towards  it.  But  it  was  well  known 
that  those  European  nations  which  have  escaped 
being  overcome  by  the  domineering  spirit  of 
France,  owe  their  safety  to  a  bill  like  this ;  and, 
unless  we  follow  their  example,  and  crush  the  vir 
per  in  our  breast,  we  shall  not,  like  than,  escape 
the  scourge  which  awaits  us. 

Mr.  Datton  f  the  Speaker)  oonmienced  his  o^ 
servations  with  aeclarini^  that  he  should  not  have 
risen  on  this  occasion,  if  no  allusion  had  beaa 
made  to  the  proceedings  in  the  Federal  Convene 
tion  which  framed  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  or  if  the  representation  which  was  ffiven 
of  what  passed  in  that  body,  had  been  a  perfeetly 
correct  and  candid  one.  He  expressed  his  sur- 
prise at  what  had  fallen  from  the  gentleman  frona 
Georgia  (Mr.  Baluwin)  relatively  to  that  part  of 
the  Constitution,  which  had  been  selected  as  the 
text  of  opposition  to  the  bill  under  consideration^ 
viz :  "  Tne  migration  or  importation  of  soch  per* 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1993 

JuNB,  1798.] 


HISTORY  OP  CONGRESS. 


1994 


AUen  EnemieM, 


rH.opR. 


^  SODS  as  aDy  of  the  States  now  existing  shall 
^  think  proper  to  admit,  shall  not  he  prohibited  by 
"  Congress,  prior  to  the  year  1808."  He  could 
only  ascribe  either  to  absolute  forgetfulness,  or  to 
wilful  misrepresentation,  the  assertion  of  the 
member  from  Georgia,  that  it  was  understood  and 
intended  by  the  Gr^eral  Conyention  that  the  ar- 
ticle in  question  should  extend  to  the  importation 
or  introduction  of  citizens  from  foreign  countries. 
As  that  gentleman  and  himself  were  the  only  two 
members  of  the  House  ot  Representatires  who 
had  the  honor  of  a  seat  in  that  body,  he  deemed  it 
his  indispensable  duty  to  correct  the  misstatement 
that  had  thus  been  made.  He  did  not  therefore, 
hesitate  td  say,  in  direct  contradiction  to  this 
novel  construction  of  the  article  (made  as  it  would 
seem  to  suit  the  particular  purposes  of  the  oppo- 
nents of  the  Alien  bill)  that  the  proposition  it- 
Mlf  was  originally  drawn  up  and  mored  in  the 
Conyention,  by  tne  deputies  from  South  Caroli- 
na, for  the  exjiress  purpose  of  preventing ^onsress 
from  interfering  with  the  introduction*  of  slayes 
into  the  United  States,  within  the  time  specified. 
He  recollected  abo,  that  in  the  discussion  of  its 
merits,  no  question  arose,  or  was  agitated  respect- 
ing the  admission  of  foreigners,  but,  on  the  con- 
trary, that  it  was  confin^  simply  to  slaves,  and 
was  first  voted  upon  and  carried  with  that  word 
Qxpessed  in  it,  which  was  afterwards  upon  recon- 
ttderation  changed  for  ^^tuchpenonsr  as  it  now 
stands,  upon  the  suggestion  of  one  of  the  Depu- 
ties from  Connecticut.  The  sde  reisison  assigned 
for  changing  it  was,  that  it  would  be  better  not  to 
stain  the  Constitutional  code  with  such  a  term, 
since  it  could  be  avoided  by  the  introduction  of 
«ther  equally  intelligible  words,  as  had  been  done 
in  the  former  part  of  the  same  instrument,  where 
the  same  sense  was  conveyed  by  the  circuitous 
expression  of  "  three  fifths  of  all  other  persons." 
Mr.  Dayton  said  that  at  that  time  he  was  far 
firom  belie vinff,  and  that  indeed  until  the  present 
debate  arose,  he  had  never  heard,  that  any  one 
member  supposed  that  the  simple  change  of  the 
term  wonld  enlarge  the  construction  of  this  pro- 
hibitory provision,  as  it  was  now  contended  for. 
If  it  could  have  been  conceived  to  be  really  liable 
to  such  interpretation,  he  was  convinced  that  it 
would  not  have  been  adopted,  for  it  would  tben 
carry  with  it  a  strong  injunction  upon  Congress 
to  prohibit  the  introduction  of  foreigners  into 
newly  erected  States  immediately,  and  into  the 
tben  existing  States  after  the  year  1808,  as  it  un- 
doubtedly does,  that  of  slaves  after  that  period. 

Having  thus  answered  the  gentleman  upon  this 
particular  article^  the  real  design  of  moving  and 
adopting  which  m  the  Federal  Convention,  it  was 
hut  charitable  to  say  that  member  had  forgotten, 
Mr.  D.  proceeded  to  take  notice  of  the  appar- 
ent inconsistency  in  the  same  gentleman's  ar- 
guments in  respect  to  the  ffeneral  Constitutional 
powers  of  Congress  as  apiuicable  to  the  present 
question.  They  wese  now  told  that  the  Qeneral 
Legislative  could  not  pass  a  law  authorizing  the 
removal  of  aliens  whose  residence  in  the  country 
WAS  dangerous  to  its  peace  and  safetv,  because 
there  was  no  particular  and  express  delegation  of 


such  authority  under  the  specification  of  the  pow- 
ers of  Congress.  But  a  few  sessions  ago,  however, 
that  member  held  a  very  different  language,  when 
he  was  pleading  in  behalf  of  his  own  constit- 
uents wbo  had  suffered  from  the  fires  at  Savan- 
nah, and  asking  some  relief  for  them,  from  the 
Treasury  of  the  Union.  He  then  most  unequiv- 
ocally reprobated  the  idea  of  Congress  bein^  con- 
fined to  the  strict  letter  of  the  Constitution,  in  the 
nature,  extent^  and  exercise  of  the  authority  vested 
in  it.  He  said  that  a  construction  so  narrow 
would  be  absurd,  and  would  so  to  deprive  the  Le« 
gislature  of  the  power  of  maidng  provisions  upon 
the  most  common  or  most  necessary  cases,  merely 
because  they  were  not  specified.  lie  adduced  in- 
stances to  prove  that  they  might  legislate  with  a 
view  to'Hhe  general  welfare/'and,  particularly,  that 
where  a  State,  or  part  of  a  State,  should  be  over- 
whelmed by  the  sea,  or  otherwise  rendered  un- 
inhabitable frcxn  some  extraordinary  convulsion, 
A  grant  might  be  made  to  the  people  who  were 
saved  from  the  deluge,  either  of  money  from  the 
National  Treasury,  or  of  a  part  of  the  vacant 
public  lands.  He  cited  many  acts  that  had  al- 
ready been  passed  under  that  very  general  power 
of  providing  for  the  common  defence  and  gene- 
ral welfare,  and  asserted  that  though  the  Consti- 
tution was  very  useful  in  giving  general  direc- 
tions, yet  it  was  not  capable  of  being  administered 
under  so  rigorous  and  mechanical  a  construction, 
as  had  been  sometimes  contended  for.  Such  were 
the  arguments,  and  such  the  opinion  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Georgia,  at  the  time  and  upon  the 
occasion  alluded  to,  and  the  House  would  judge 
how  consistent  they  were  with  the  language 
and  doctrines  uttered  by  him  on  Saturday. 

As  to  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  Mr. 
D.  said  it  would  be  as  useless  as  it  was  im- 
practicable, to  follow  him  through  all  his  wind- 
ings. It  was  sufficient  that  he  had  told  Congress 
on  that  day  (a  day  which  would  be  memorable 
for  the  tale)  that  they  had  no  power  "to  provide 
for  the  common  defence  and  general  welfare," 
although  it  was  declared  in  the  mtroductory  part 
of  the  Constitution  to  be  the  great  object  of  fonn- 
ing  it,  and  must  be  supposed  to  hare  been  so,  if  it 
had  not  been  thus  declared.  Those  who  concur- 
red with  that  member  in  a  position  so  extraordi- 
nary, would  of  course  vote  with  him,  but  as  his 
own  views  and  opinions  of  the  intent  and  extent 
of  that  intrument  were  perfectly  variant  from 
theirs,  so  Mr.  D.  said  would  his  vote  be  also. 

Mr.  R.  Williams  said,  notwithstanding  all  the 
insinuations  of  the  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 
lina, and  the  positiveness  of  the  gentleman  firom 
New  Jersey,  he  should  not  be  prevented  from  giv- 
ing his  opinion  upon  the  bill. 

The  gentleman  last  op  is  anxious  to  know, 
whether  the  Federal  Qovernment  has  not  the 
power  to  provide  for  the  general  welfare  ?  Within 
the  limits  of  the  Constitution,  it  certainly  has  the 
right;  bat  it  might  require  all  power  to  do  this; 
and  then  it  would  not,  for  if  the  Qeneral  Qovem^ 
ment  had  all  this  power,  nothing  would  be  left  for 
the  State  Ck>vemments  to  act  upon.  He  wished 
gentlemen  would  mark  the  line  of  distinction,  and 
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say  whether  the  iDdividual  States  do  not  possess 
some  power  to  be  employed  for  the  geoeral  wel- 
fare, as  well  as  the  Greneral  Gk)yerDmeDt,  and 
whether  the  benefits  thence  arising  are  not  equal- 
ly as  serviceable  to  the  public  as  when  exercised 
by  the  Greneral  Government? 

The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  supposes 
States  may  admit  foreigners  into  their  society,  but 
may  not  be  inclined  td  punish  them  for  breaches 
of  their  laws.  Could  so  absurd  an  opinion  ever 
exist  ?  Besides,  if  States  choose  to  act  contrary 
to  each  other  in  their  internal  policy,  surely  Con- 
ffress  has  not  the  power  to  make  them  uniform. 
One  State  may  punish  a  man  with  death  for  steal- 
ing a  horse,  and  another  may  inflict  upon  him  im- 
prisonment Yet  this  they  have  a  right  to  do, 
without  the  interference  of  Congress. 

In  supporting  this  bill  against  aliens,  the  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina  has  shown  its  opera- 
tion upon  citizens,  which  proves  to  him  that  the 
principle  is  intended  to  be  carried  further  than  it 
appears  at  present.  If  we  look  into  the  history  of 
other  countries,  we  shall  find,  that  whenever  Gov- 
ernments have  wished  to  make  inroads  upon  the 
liberties  of  the  i>eople,  nothin?  has  been  more 
common  than  to  institute  an  alarm  of  danger  of 
some  kind  or  other.  No  such  manoeuvre,  however, 
should  ever  induce  him  to  erant  an  arbitrary  pow- 
er to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  or  to  any 
other  man.  None  of  the  wild  declamations  whicn 
he  had  heard  should  draw  him  from  that  line  of 
duty  which  the  Constitution  has  marked  out  to 
him.  Such  arguments  and  such  attempts  go  to 
declare  this,  "Your  Constitution  is  onW  a  dead 
letter ;  it  may  be  warped  any  way :  it  forms  no 
settled  principle  for  your  guide."  Such  declara- 
tions ^o  to  the  destruction  of  the  principles  of  the 
Constitution.  It  is  not  enough  for  gentlemen  to 
saj  it  is  necessary  to  pass  a  law  this  or  that  way, 
without  they  can  show  Congress  has  the  power  to 
do  it.  It  is  not  sufficient  to  say  that  the  general 
welfare  requires  a  thinff  to  be  done;  because  if 
it  be  a  subject  which  belongs  to  the  States,  how- 
ever necessary  it  may  be  to  be  done.  Congress 
cannot  do  it. 

With  respect  to  an  ar^ment  of  the  gentleman 
from  New  Hampshire  (Mr.  GoanoN)  that  Con- 
l^ress  might  do  acts  when  the  country  is  in  war,  or 
18  threatened  with  it.  that  it  could  not  do  when  in 
perfect  peace,  he  wished  that  gentleman  to  show 
nrom  the  Constitution  that  Congress  had  a  right 
to  do  a  thing  at  one  time  and  not  at  another.  Con- 
gress had  always  to  act  upon  its  discretion ;  the 
powers  given  to  it  are  the  same  at  all  times.  For, 
tupnose  a  bill  were  to  be  brought  in  proposinfi^  to 
send  certain  persons  out  of  the  country,  would  it 
not  be  a  strange  argument  for  any  gentleman 
to  rise  and  say,  "We  might  do  this  in  time 
of  war ;  but  not  now  we  are  at  peace  7"  It  cer- 
tainly would.  But  the  gentleman  says,  the  per- 
sons proposed  to  be  sent  out  of  the  country  are  to 
have  a  trial.  For  what?  For  an  offence  how 
created  ?  Merely  because  an  officer  of  Govern- 
ment shall  say  he  thinks  them  dangerous  ?  Not 
became  any  tribunal  has  declared  them  so ;  and 
if  they  do  not  obey  the  mandate  of  the  President 


then  they  are  to  be  tried.  He  never  before  knew 
that  this  was  the  way  in  which  offences  ought  to 
be  created  and  punished. 

The  same  gentleman  has  abo  asked,  whether, 
if  any  State  were  to  admit  persons  dangerous  to 
the  peace  of  the  Union,  the  United  States  would 
have  the  power  of  sending  them  off?  Mr.  W« 
said  they  had  not.  If  they  had,  thev  might  also 
be  said  to  have  the  power  to  bend  all  the  slayes 
out  of  any  State,  as  they  are  dangerous  to  the 
peace  of  the  community.  If  because  a  State  ne- 
glects to  exercise  a  power,  the  United  States  may 
take  it,  they  could  soon  become  possessed  of  aU 

f)ower,  not  from  the  Constitution,  but  from  the 
atches  of  particular  States. 

Mr.  W.  concluded  by  repeating  some  of  his  for- 
mer arguments  against  this  bill. 

Mr.  MiLLEnoE  hoped  the  committee  would  rise. 
The  gentleman  from  New  Jersey  (Mr.  Daytok) 
having  charged  his  colleague  with  misrepresenta- 
tion, he  ^oped  an  opportunity  would  be  giren 
him  of  answering  the  charge,  and  he  was  not  now 
in  the  House. 

After  some  observations  for  and  against  this 
motion,  it  was  negatived — 49  to  27. 

Mr.  Gallatin  said,  he  did  not  rise  with  a  view 
of  giving  an  answer  to  any  arguments  which  had 
been  used.  It  was  too  late  in  the  day  to  do  it ;  and 
had  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  confined 
himself  to  a  misrepresentation  of  the  arguments 
used  in  support  of  this  motion,  or  an  attempt  to 
answer  them,  he  would  not  have  troubled  the  com- 
mittee again  on  this  subject;  but  this  b  n5t  the 
first  time  that  that  gentleman,  and  some  others, 
had  assumed  a  ground  which  did  not  belong  to 
them.  They  (and  particularly  the  gentleman  rrom 
South  Carolina)  seem  to  suppose  that  they  hare 
an  exclusive  claim  to  purity  oi  intention,  and  fan- 
cy they  are  at  liberty  to  ascribe  whatever  motives 
they  please  to  others. 

Mr.  G.  wished  to  know  for  what  purpose  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina  had  risen  to-day, 
to  give  fb  the  House  that  declamation  which  had 
so  often  made  part  of  his  speeches?  Was  it  be- 
cause that  gentleman  wished  to  send  forth  an  in- 
sinuation to  the  public  that  there  is  a  party  in  thb 
House  who  wish  to  abandon  their  country  to  an 
invading  country  ?  He  says,  that  the  great  oppo- 
sition made  to  this  bill  in  various  quarters,  arises 
from  a  wish  to  favor  the  residence  of  aliens  in 
this  country  who  are  at  this  time  plotting  against 
our  security,  and  from  a  desire  to  keep  this  conn- 
try  in  a  defenceless  state. 

And  yet  in  what  quarter  has  opposition  to  this 
bill  appeared  ?  In  no  other  place  besides  the  Sen- 
ate and  this  House.  It  has  not  yet  been  a  subject 
of  discussion  in  any  other  quarter.  What,  then, 
does  the  gentleman  mean  ?  Does  he  mean  that 
there  are  gentlemen  in  Congress,  both  on  this  floor 
and  in  the  Senate,  who  are  actuated  by  the  worst 
of  motives  ?  I  am  not,  said  Mr.  G.,  going  to  jus- 
tify my  motives.  I  know  nothing^  so  respeotable 
in  the  character  of  the  gentleman  m>m  South  Car- 
olina, either  public  or  private,  as  to  entitle  him  to 
that  ground,  he  so  boldly  assumes.  That  gentle- 
man has  spoken  of  alarm  in  general;  and  has  told 
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the  House  that  a  eertaiD  plot  is  in  existence 
against  the  interests  of  (his  country.  If  he  will 
bring  forward  facts  upon  which  the  House  can 
judge,  let  him  do  so ;  until  he  can  do  so^  it  is  ex- 
tremely indecent  and  improper  to  throw  out  insin- 
uations such  as  he  had  this  day  made.  But,  if  he 
cannot^  and  Mr.  G.  knew  he  could  not,  bring  any 
proof  m  support  of  these  vague  assertions^  he 
would  tell  that  gentleman  that  these  insinuations 
deserved  no  other  appellation  but  that  of  calumny. 
If  those  who  were  calumniated  were  inclined  to 
retort,  could  they  not  do  it  ?  Is  it,  said  he,  because 
we  have  evinced  so  great  a  degree  o^moderation ; 
that  we  have  sat  down,  day  after  daVj  under  this 
abuse,  that  we  are  doomed  to  hear  this  repetition 
of  calumnies?  When  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  tells  the  committee  that  another  country 
has  been  preserved  by  a  bill  of  this  kind,  might  he 
not  be  answered,  that  its  adoption  in  that  country 
was  the  only  reason  why  such  a  bill  was  intro- 
duced here ;  and  that  he,  with  perfect  servility, 
knows  only  how  to  follow,  step  by  step,  all  the 
measures  adopted  b^r  the  British  iGbvernment  ? 
Or  because,  in  my  opinion,  said  Mr.  G.,  the  pres- 
ent bill  is  unconstitutional,  might  I  not,  if  I  chose 
to  preserve  as  little  regard  to  decency  as  that  gen- 
tleman, charge  him^at  once  with  a  wilful  intention 
to  break  the  Constitution,  and  an  actual  violation 
of  the  oath  he  has  taken  to  support  it  ? 

Blr.  G.  did  not  believe  that  insinuations  of  this 
kind,  thrown  out  against  members  upon  this  floor, 
were  calculated  to  produce  the  welfare  of  the 
country.  If  gentlemen  desire  unanimity  in  the 
eouncils  of  the  nation,  it  could  only  be  produced 
by  an  exercise  of  rational  confidence,  in  the  mo- 
tives of  one  another.  Mr.  G.  did  not  mean  to  add 
anything  to  the  arguments  alreeidy  urged  in  favor 
of  the  present  motion,  since  he  had  no  doubt  the 
committee  were  perfectly  ready  to  decide  upon 
the  question. 

Mr.  Harpbe  did  not  know  how  it  was  that  some 
gentlemen  on  this  floor  should  be  so  extremely 
sore  upon  everything  which  relates  to  motives. 
He  had  said  nothin«f  about  the  motives  of  any 

fentleman  in  this  House.  The  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania,  however,  knew  best  whether  his 
motives  are  pure  or  not ;  but  when  a  gentleman 
who  is  generally  so  very  cool,  should  all  at  once 
assume  such  a  tone  of  p^ion,  as  to  forget  all  de- 
corum of  language,  it  sliould  seem  as  if  the  ob- 
servation had  been  properly  applied  to  that  gen- 
tleman. 

The  question  on  striking  out  the  section,  was 
put  and  negatived— 46  to  36. 


Wednesday.  June  20. 

The  bill  authorizing  the  defence  of  merchant 
▼essels  from  French  depredations,  was  received 
from  the  Senate  with  amendments ;  which  were 
committed  -  for  to-morrow,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed.  v 

The  bill  granting  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
the  privilege  of  franking  letters  and  packets,  was 
passed. 

The  House  went  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 


on  the  bill  making  an  x  appropriation  for  the  new 
regiment  ot  artillery-  for  this  year ;  88,000  dol- 
lars were  appropriated ;  and  the  bill  was  gone 
through  with,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time 
to-morrow. 

The  House  then  went  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  bill  providing  for  the  enumeration 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  United  States ;  and, 
after  filling  the  blanks,  reported  the  bill  to  the 
House. 


Thursday,  June  21. 
ALIENS. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate  con- 
cernin^  aliens. 

Mr.  Harper,  after  some  observations  showing 
the  impropriety  of  treating  persons  confined  for 
ofiences  under  this  act  as  common  felons,  moved 
to  strike  out  the  words.  "  and  confined  to  nard  la> 
bor  for- and  during  life,"  and  insert,  in  their  place, 
"  durinff  the  pleasure  of  the  United  States.-'       » 

Mr.  D.  Foster  was  against  this  amendment,  as 
the  President  had  the  power  of  remitting  a  part  of 
the  imprisonment,  if  he  thought  it  right  and 
proper  to  do  so. 

Mr.  Harper  did  not  think  the  President  had 
the  power  to  dispense  with  this  punishment  He 
did  not  think  the  President's  pardpning  power 
would  extend  to  these  cases. 

Mr.  D.  Foster  had  no  doubt  of  it. 

Mr.  Gordon  said  it  would  be  imposing  a  very 
disagreeable  duty  upon  the  President,  if  he  should 
consider  it  as  necessary  to  confine  a  person  undef 
this  act  for  life. 

Mr.  R.  Williams  was  in  favor  of  the  principle 
of  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina,  but  thought  it  would  be  better  to  leave 
the  proposed  discretionary  power  in  the  courts, 
as  it  had  not  been  usual  to  place  any  discretion,  of 
this  kind  in  the  Executive.  It  was  proper  that 
this  discretion  should  be  lodged  somewhere,  be- 
cause persons  might  be  sent  out  of  the  country  fot 
difierent  ofiences;  some  might  have  been^ilty 
of  treason  or  sedition  against  the  United  States, 
while  others  niight  have  been  removed  on  the 
ground  of  suspicion,  though  perfectly  innocent, 
and  no  one  could  wish  an  innocent  person  to  be 
imprisoned  and  kept  to  hard  labor  for  life. 

Mr.  Harper  did  not  think  it  would  answer  to 
leave  this  discretion  with  the  courts.  The  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  alone,  who  only  is  pos- 
sessed of  all  information  which  has  reference 
to  our  foreign  relations,  would  be  the  fittest  to 
have  the  discretion.  As  to  the  objection  of  the 
gentleman  from  New  Hampshire,  (Mr.  Gordon,) 
that  this  would  impose  a  disagreeable  duty  on  the 
President,  he  did  not  think  it  ought  to  have  any 
weight,  as  the  power  itself  of  removing  aliens  out 
of  the  countrv  at  all,  was  of  a  mdch  more  obnox- 
ious kind.  *  The  principal  objection  which  be  had 
to  this  provision  was  the  keeping  of  prisonen 
under  this  act  to  hard  labor.  He  then  changed 
his  motion,  and  confined  it  to  striking  out  the 
words,  "  and  confined  to  hard  labor  for  fife."  The 
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President  might,  then,  remit  a  part  of  the  pnnish- 
ment,  if  the  opinion  of  the  gentleman  is  correct 
with  respect  to  his  pardoning  power,  which,  on 
reflection,  he  believed  it  was. 

Mr.  Dana  thought  it  would  be  sufficient  to  say, 
^during  the  continuance  of  this  act,"  which  he 
could  only  consider  as  temporary. 

Mr.  Harper  did  not  think  such  an  alteration 
would  be  proper,  because  it  might  be  necessary  to 
continue  the  person  in  confinement  beyond  the 
time  which  Congress  might  think  it  necessary  to 
keep  the  law  in  force. 

Mr.  T.Claiborne  was  in  favor  of  ameliorating 
the  punishment.  He  did  not  wish  to  have  the 
American  code  stained  with  the  provision  as  it 
stood  in  the  bill.  It  was  fitter  for  the  code  of 
Algiers  than  of  America.  If  the  enemies  of  the 
country  are  either  removed  from  it,  or  confined  in 
it,  he  thought  it  would  be  sufficient.' 

Mr.  S.  Smith  said,  as  it  was  necessary  that  this 
bill  should  pass  soon,  he  should  wish  it  to  pass 
without  amendment,  except  it  should  appear  to  be 
essential.  Gentlemen  seemed  desirous  of  short- 
ening the  period  of  imprisonment  and  to  lessen  its 
rigor.  The  present  question  is,  whether  persons 
confined  ought  to  be  kept  to  labor.  For  his  own 
part  he  should  wish  the  persons  confined  under 
this  law.  to  be  kept  at  labor  as  well  as  imprison- 
ment, wnich  was  accordinsf  to  the  general  tenor 
of  our  lawsfhnd  by  which  means  prisoners  are 
made  to  earn  something  towards  the  expense  of 
their  punishment. 

Mr.  SiTOREAVES  said,  a^  an  amendment  had  al- 
i^ady  taken  place,  the  adoption  of  others  would 
be  no  hindrance  to  the  passage  of  the  bill.  The 
gentleman  from  Connecticut  was  mistaken  when 
fie  said  that  imprisonment  and  labor  always  go 
tog[ether.  Before  labor  can  be  carried  on  in  a 
prison,  it  is  necessary  to  go  to  considerable  ex- 
pense in  machinery  and  raw  materials.  No  pro- 
vision of  this  kind  has  been  made  for  prisoners  of 
tbe  United  States.  It  was  not  only  a  new  idea, 
but  he  thought  an  improper  one.  If  almost  any 
ether  punishment  had  been  proposed,  he  should 
have  agreed  to  itj  because  he  thought  the  ofience 
«  serious  one  against  the  Government,  and  that  it 
is  not  easy  to  make  the  punishment  too  rigorous. 

The  question  on  the  amendment  wad  put  and 
carried ;  there  being  53  votes  for  it. 

Mr.  Davis  moved  to  insert,  after  "  return  there- 
to," "  without  permission  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States."    Agreed  to. 

Mr.  Otis  moved  a  new  section  declaring  it  law- 
fel  for  any  alien,  who  shall  be  ordered  out  of  the 
eountrv,  to  take  any  part  of  his  goods  with  him, 
and  if  ne  leaves  any  property  behind  him,  that  it 
shall  be  subject  to  his  order  as  much  as  if  he  re- 
mained in  the  country. 

Mr.  GoanoN  thought  it  unnecessarv  to  hold  out 
SDL  idea  that,  without  a  provision  of  this  kind,  the 
property  would  "be  taken. 

Mr.  Otis  believed  that  an  alarm  had  gone  forth, 
and  that  these  persons  had  been  led  to  believe  that 
if  the  Government  did  not  now  seize  the  property 
of  these  aliens,  they  would  hereafter  do  it.  He 
iMid  information  from  the  President  of  the  Bank 


of  the  United  States,  and  from  several  merchants, 
that  emigrants  have  withdrawn  their  money  from 
that  and  other  banks  in  this  citv,  to  a  considerable 
amount.  As  he  looked  upon  all  laws  which  went 
to  a  seizure  of  the  property  of  aliens,  as  barbaroiis. 
he  wished  to  introduce  a  section  into  this  IhII 
which  shall  show  to  this  class  of  men  that  it  is  not 
the  intention  of  the  Legislature  of  the  Union 
to,  touch  their  property. 

Mr.  N.  Smith  hoped  not  only  this  motion 
would  be  nefl;atived,  but  that  when  they  came  int0 
the  House,  all  the  amendments  whicn  had  been 
aj^reed  to  would  be  nes^tived.  He  thought  all  of 
them  unimportant.  He  did  not  wish  them  to  lay 
the  Government  under  any  restraint  with  respect 
to  the  property  of  aliens.  He  did  not  think  aitens 
had  been  particularly  alarmed  at  this  bill,  but  that 
their  alarm  had  arisen  from  the  general  state  of 
the  country ;  and  if  aliens  are  withdrawing  them- 
selves and  their  property  from  our  country,  he  bad 
no  objection  to  it ;  but  ne  wished  to  reserve  the 
ri^ht  to  Government  of  seizing  the  property  of 
aliens,  if  they  shall  think  proper  to  do  so.  Aliens 
can  read  the  law' for  themselves,  and  they  will  see 
that  there  is  nothing  in  this  law  which  can  affect 
their  property,  and  if  they  chose  to  leave  the 
country,  ne  believed  it  would  be  a  blessing  to  it. 
He  believed  we  have  persons  and  property  enough 
without  them. 

Mr.  Harper  thought  this  declaratory  section 
proper.  He  believed  there  exists  at  present  a 
painful  apprehension  in  the  minds  of  certain 
aliens  in  this  country,  without  any  reason.  Driven 
from  their  own  country  to  take  refuge  in  this, 
when  it  is  known  they  do  feel  this  alarm,  he  couUi 
see  no  reason  why  such  a  declaration  as  this  might 
not  be  passed ;  for  he  had  no  objection  to  tie  die 
hands  of  Government  in  this  respect  He  was  cer- 
tain it  never  could  be  good  policy  for  GrovemmeDt 
to  la^r  its  hands  arbitrarily  upon  the  propeity  of 
individuals.  Indeed,  we  have  a  compact  with 
Great  Britain  on  this  subject,  and  he  thought  it 
would  be  wise  and  just  to  make  the  proposed  dec- 
laration. Many  aliens  in  this  country,  so  far  from 
being  dangerous  to  our  peace,  are  entitled  to  our 
commisseration ;  and,  for  the  quiet  of  such  unfor- 
tunate persons,  he  should  always  be  dad  to  take 
all  proper  measures.  He  admitted  wese  peof^e 
would  be  equally  safe  without  the  declaration,  bat 
he  believed  they  would  be  better  satisfied  with  it, 
and  he  wished  to  satisfy  them. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  was  in  favor  of  the  amendment 
The  gentleman  from  Connecticut  seemed  to  think 
it  would  be  necessary  to  send  away  all  aliens.  He 
believed  it  would  be  found  necessary  to  send  away 
very  few,  and  shall  we  not  quiet  the  minds  of 
these  people,  when  it  can  be  so  easily  done?  For, 
when  power  is  given  to  the  President  to  seize  and 
send  out  of  the  country  any  alien  whom  he  pleaaet, 
they  may  reasonably  be  waid  of  their  property, 
as  well  as  their  persons ;  for,  if  they  are  sent  om 
of  the  country,  without  a  moment's  warning,  they 
will  have  no  time  to  look  aAer  their  property. 
And  there  are  men  of  this  description  who,  if  they 
were  to  take  away  their  property  from  the  coim- 
try,  would  very  much  harass  the  banka.    Indeed, 


Digitized  by 


Google 


2001 


fflSTORY  OF  CONORBSa 


2002 


Jra»,1798.] 


AUen  Ettemie$. 


[aopR. 


he  knew  meo  of  this  eiass,  the  withdrawing  o( 
whose  property  from  the  baiik  where  it  is  locQ^ed. 
would  take  every  shilling  of  eash  oat  of  it,  and 
they  lure  men  who  hare  always  conducted  them- 
selves with  propriety — men  who  sought  an  asylum 
here,  where  they  had  been  taught  to  believe  they 
might  live  undisturbed  from  *the  evils  and  oppres- 
sions of  other  countries.  Many  of  these  men  had 
already,  he  knew,  withdrawn  from  the  banks, 
eiffht.  ten,  and  nfteen  thousand  dollars  each, 
which  they  have  thought  more  safe  in  their  own 
chests,  since  the  late  measures  against  aliens  have 
heen  taken,  than  in  the  public  banks. 

Mr.  Gordon  was  certain  that  no  person,  oo 
reading,  this  law,  could  say  it  would  affect  the 
property  of  aujr  alien ;  and  if  they  have  heretofore 
nad  any  such  idea,  when  they  come  to  see  this 
law,  such  an  opinion  must  be  aone  away. 

Mr.  N.  Smith  said,  this  provision  could  not 
l^roduce  the  effect  which  gentlemen  intended ;  be- 
cause the  peaceable  citizens  alluded  to,  would 
doubtless  remain  in  the  country,  and  the  Govern- 
ment might  seize  upon  their  property,  anything  in 
this  law  notwithstanding. 

Mr.  Gallatin  apprehended  the  alarm  which 
had  been  spoken  of  was  created  by  the  provision 
in  the  bill  respecting  alien  enemiei,  as  originally 
reported.  That  bilT  provided  for  a  retaliation  of 
any  severities  which  might  be  inflicted  upon  our 
citizens  in  France.  These  aliens  knew,  from  their 
wt  sufferings,  the  severities  practised  by  the 
French  Government,  and  they  saw  by  that  bill 
that  those  severities,  if  inflicted  upon  American 
citizens  in  France  were  to  be  reciprocated  upon 
them.  They  saw,  therefore,  the  possibility  and 
probability  of  a  confiscation  of  their  property.  But 
this  bill  had  been  recommitted^  and  a  new  bill  has 
aince  been  repwted,  stripped  of  the  most  objection- 
able parts  of  the  former  bill,  and  which  has  doubt- 
less, m  a  great  measure,  removed  their  apprehen- 
aions.  Every  person  must  be  convinced,  from 
our  proceeding,  that  there  exists  no  intention  in 
Congress  to  take  hold  of  the  property  of  any  alien 
removed  out  of  the  country.  It  is  true,  that  mar- 
ahala,  in  their  zeal  to  execute  their  duty,  may 
hurry  persons  off,  who  shall  be  ordered  out  of  the 
country,  with  so  much  haste,  as  to  prevent  them 
from  taking  property  away  with  them  which  they 
might  wish  to  take ;  but  no  one  could  suspect  the 
Xjtovemment  with  interfering  with  their  property. 

Mr.  RuTLBnoE  hoped,  since  this  provision  had 
been  brought  forward,  it  would  be  adopted.  He 
knew  that  these  people  had  been  led  to  believe 
that  Government  had  an  eye  upon  their  property, 
and  would  take  it  for  the  purpose  of  carryins;  on 
the  war.  Many  of  them  being  ignorant  of  our 
lAnguace,  are  unable  to  undeceive  themselves. 
JSvery  letter  he  received  contained  complaina  of 
this  kind. 

Mr.  SiTGRBAVBB  said,  his  objections  did  not  lie 
AB  much  against  the  clause,  because  it  was  declar- 
atory, as  to  the  force  of  it.  It  would  be  an  affirm- 
ative act,  which  might  go  as  far  as  to  alter  the 
n^hts  of  these  aliens.  It  was  an  affirmative  prop- 
Mttion  that  they  shall  be  permitted  to  take  away 
9mck  of  their  property  as  they  pUafle,a»d  leave  the 


rest  at  their  disposal.  The  operation  might  be  to 
prevent  a  process  of  attaching  against  their  prop* 
erty,  in  favor  of  their  creditors. 

Mr.  EoMONn  was  opposed  to  this  amendment. 
It  extended  only  to  that  class  of  aliens  who  shall 
be  considered  as  dangerous  to  the  peace  and  safety 
of  the  United  States;  It  will  give  no  advantage 
to  the  honest  and  upright  alien.  He  believed  the 
best  way  of  preventing  alarm  was  to  let  it  be  seen 
that  our  laws,  respecting  aliens,  have  reference 
only  to  those  whose  residence  here  would  be  looked 
upon  as  dangerous  to  our  peace  and  safety. 

Mr.  Bat  ABU  was  in  favor  of  this  amendment. 
Nothing  was  more  common  than  to  pass  declara* 
tory  laws.  The  provision  could  have  no  opera- 
tion but  to  place  the  property  of  aliens  on  the 
same  footing  that  it  would  have  been  upon,  had 
Dot  the  law  passed.  And  this  was  necessary, 
for  what  alien  could  say,  however  good  his  inten- 
tions may  be,  that  the  President  may  not  be  im- 
posed upon,  and  that  he  may  not  be  subject  to  the 
operations  of  this  law,  and  sent  out  of  the  country  1 

The  question  was  put  and  negatived — 43  to  33. 

The  committee  then  rose,  and  the  House  took 
up  the  amendments.  The  one  for  striking  out  the 
provision  for  keeping  prisoners  to  hard  labor  being 
under  consideration, 

Mr.  Allbn  hoped  it  would  not  be  agreed  to. 
He  thouj^ht  the  punishment  without  labor,  too 
light,  tie  was  of  opinion  it  could  scarcely  be 
too  severe  on  persons  who  should  return  after  being 
banished  as  dangerous  to  the  o#untry. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  thought  an  imprisonment  for  life 
was  no  light  punishment  for  a  person  who  may 
have  been  euuty  of  no  crime ;  a  man  who,  per- 
haps, if  he  had  been  suffered  to  remain  a  few 
days  longer  in  the  country  would  have  been  enti- 
tled to  his  citizenship ;  who  might  have  left  his 
family  behind  him,  and  chose  to  risk  his  person 
in  returning  to  see  them,  and  if  possible  to  get 
them  away.  Could  gentlemen  draw  a  compari- 
son between  such  a  man  and  the  worst  of  felons  ? 
They  surely  could  not.  He  trusted  our  laws 
would  continue  to  partake  of  some  degree  of 
humanity. 

Mr.  Gallatin  said,  the  gentleman  from  Con* 
necticut  acknowledged  him^lf  to  be  an  enemy  to 
innovation.  Yet  he  wished  these  persons  to  be 
confined  to  hard  labor.  He  was  surprised  to  hear 
a  gentleman  caU  imprisonment  for  life  a  light 
punishment.  He  should  think  it  next  to  death. 
Hard  labor  has  been  substituted  ffenerally  instead 
of  death.  In  this  country  hard  labor  for  life  has 
never  been  introduced  into  the  code  of  the  United 
States.  The  punishment  for  a  misprision  of  tte^ 
son  is  seven  years  imprisonment,  but  no  hard 
labor.  Hard  labor,  he  believed,  was  never  made 
a  part  of  punishment  except  for  felony.  The  ob- 
ject of  this  bill  is  of  a  pouticai  nature ;  it  is  not 
to  inflict  punishment,  but  to  restrain  persons  from 
doin^  mischief ;  and  he  wished  to  know  whether 
imprisonment  for  life  would  not  be  a  sufficient 
restraint  ?  It  certainly  would,  and  he  trusted  our 
code  would  not  be  stained  by  a  punishment  like 
that  proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  Connecticut. 

Mr.  UABFBB  said,  the  object  of  this  bill  is  Mr 
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straint  merely.  If  aliens  commit  crimes,  they 
will  be  punished  like  other  persons.  Confinement 
for  the  purpose  of  restraint  was  never  attended 
with  labor. 

The  amendment  of  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  was  concurred  in. 

Mr.  R.  Williams  renewed  the  motion  of  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina  to  strike  out  the 
words  "  during  life,"  for  the  purpose  of  inserting, 
*'so  lon^  as,  in  the  opinion  of  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  the  public  safety  shall  re- 
quire it." 

Mr.  Batard  thought  it  right  that  all  punish- 
ments should  be  definite.  He  was  against  leaving 
this  discretion  with  the  President.  There  might 
be  no  impropriety  in  leaving  some  discretion  with 
the  judges,  but  ne  thought  there  would  be  a  pal- 
pable impropriety  in  leaving  this  discretion  with 
the  President. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  believed  the  amendment  unne- 
cessary, as  the  President  could,  at  any  time,  remit 
such  part  of  the  punishment  as  he  thought  proper. 

Mr.  R.  Williams  said,  when  penal  laws  were 
passed,  the  punishments  were  never  made  heavier 
than  the^r  ought  to  be,  from  the  consideration  that 
the  President  has  the  power  of  reprieval.  The 
gentleman  from  Delaware  complains  of  the  im- 

Sropriety  of  giving  this  discretion  to  the  Presi- 
ent,  though  the  whole  bill  is  a  discretionary 
power  given  to  the  President. 

The  question  was  put  and  carried,  there  being 
46  votes  for  it.      * 

The  question  being  on  the  bill's  going  to  a  third 
reading, 

Mr.  Baldwin  said,  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  take 
this  oppoitunity  of  saying,  as  he  had  biefore  ob- 
served, on  the  question  for  striking  out  the  first 
section,  that  the  Constitution  gave  Congress  no 
power  on  this  subject.  If  aliens  were  to  be  sent 
off  or  banished,  it  must  be  by  the  State  Qovem- 
ments  where  they  lived.  He  said  it  not  only  gave 
no  power^  but.  tor  the  present,  absolutely  prohi- 
bited our  interfering  to  prevent  ^*the  migration  or 
importation  of  such  persons  as  the  several  States 
might  think  proper  to  admit."  He  observed  that 
he  was  yesterday  obliged  to  leave  the  House  a 
little  before  the  adjournment,  and  he  had  under- 
stood that,  in  his  absence,  the  remarks  which  he 
had  made  on  that  point,  a  few  days  ago,  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  had  been  controverted,  and 
that  it  had  been  done  with  some  degree  of  harsh- 
ness and  personal  disrespect.  What  he  had  before 
asserted  was,  that  the  clause  respecting  migration 
and  importation  was  not  considered  at  the  time 
when  it  passed  in  the  Convention  as  confined  en- 
tirely to  the  subject  of  slaves.  He  spoke  with 
the  more  confidence  on  this  point,  as  there  was 
scarcely  one  to  which  his  attention  had  been  so 
particularly  called  at  the  time.  In  making  the 
Federal  Constitution,  when  it  was  determined  that 
it  should  be  a  Government  possessing  Legislative 

Sjwers,  the  delegates  from  the  two  Southern 
tates,  of  which  he  was  one,  were  so  fully  per- 
suaded that  those  powers  would  be  used  to  the 
destruction  of  their  property  in  slaves,  that  for 
somA  time  they  thought  it  would  not  be  possible 


for  them  to  be  members  of  it :  to  that  interesting 
state  of  the  subject  he  had  before  alluded.  In  the 
progress  of  the  business,  other  obstacles  occurring^ 
which  he  need  not  repeat,  it  was  concluded  to 
give  to  the  delegates  ot  those  States  the  oflf^r  of 
preparing  a  clause  to  their  own  minds,  to  secure 
that  species  of  property.  He  well  reinembered 
that  when  the  clause  was  first  prepared^  it  differed 
in  two  respects  from  the  form  in  which  it  now 
stands.  It  used  the  word  ^*  slaves"  instead  of  "  mi- 
gration," or  ^^  importation,"  of  persons,  and  instead 
of  "  ten  dollars,"  it  was  expressed  **  five  per  cent. 
ad  valorem  on  their  importation,"  which  it  was 
supposed  would  be  about  the  average  rate  of  duties 
under  this  Government.  Several  persons  had  ob- 
jections to  the  use  of  the  word  "  slaves,"  as  Con- 
gress had  hitherto  avoided  the  u&e  of  it  in  their 
acts,  and  not  acknowledged  the  existence  of  such 
a  condition.  It  was  expressly  observed  at  the 
time,  that  making  use  of  the  form  of  expression 
as  it  now  stands,  instead  of  the  word  slaves,  would 
make  the  meaning  more  general  and  incluae  what 
we  now  consider  as  included ;  tnis  did  not  appear 
to  be  denied,  but  still  it  was  preferred  in  its  pre- 
sent form.  He  had  more  confidence  than  com- 
mon in  his  recollection  on  this  point,  for  the  rea- 
sons which  he  had  before  stated.  He  gave  it  as 
the  result  of  his  very  clear  recollection.  Any 
other  member  of  that  body  was  doubtless  at  lih- 
erty  to  say  he  did  not  recollect  it.  StiU  that 
would  not  diminish  the  confidence  he  felt  on  this 
occasion. 

It  was  unpleasant  to  him  to  be  informed  that 
the  gentleman  had  thought  proper  to  use  any 
harshness  of  manner  or  personal  disrespeet  in  con- 
troverting his  assertions.  The  members  of  this 
House  live  in  situations  so  remote  from  each 
other  that  there  is  scarcely  a  sufficient  deffree  of 
mutual  dependence  to  secure  the  usual  deference 
and  civility  of  social  life  towards  each  othet^ 
while  they  are  together  transacting  public  busi- 
ness ;  this  had  shown  itself  during  the  last  Sum- 
mer and  this  Winter  session,  in  such  a  manner  as 
the  councils  of  the  United  States  never  before  ex- 
hibited. He  was  sorry  to  be  the  cause  of  adding 
to  so  disgraceful  a  scene ;  he  had  endeavored  to 
the  utmost  of  his  power  to  cultivate  that  respect 
and  decorum  in  his  deportment  to  each  individual 
who  has  been  thought  by  his  country  worthy  of 
a  seat  there,  which  he  thought  indispensahly  ne- 
cessary to  secure  proper  respect  and  decorum  to 
the  Hbuse  itself.  If  any  member  thought  proper 
to  withdraw  himself  from  that  respectful  relation 
to  him,  he  hoped  it  might  be  left  to  depend  en» 
tirdy  on  his  owit  bense  of  propriety. 

The  Speakbr  rose  from  tne  Chair  and  said, 
that  there  was  something  so  unmanly  and  im- 

E roper  in  the  opportunity  which  had  been  sought 
y  the  member  from  Georgia  of  replying  to  the 
observations  he  had  made  yesterday,  that  he  felt 
himself  irresistibly  impelled  to  break  through  the 
rigid  form,  and  to  express,  in  a  single  word,  his 
sense  of  it.  It  could  not  have  escaped  the  gene- 
ral observation,  that,  although  they  had  been  for 
some  time  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  when  the 
Speakes  was  on  the  floor,  and  had  a  right  in  < 
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moD  with  the  other  members  to  join  in  any  dis- 
cussion, yet  that  member  had  thought  proper  in 
that  situation  to  maintain  a  perfect  silence,  and  to 
permit  the  committee  to  rise,  that  he  might  take 
advantage  of  the  injunction  imposed  upon  the 
Chair  of  never  entering  into  the  debate,  not  even 
to  defend  himself.  This  advantage  had  been  ea- 
gerly seized,  and  the  House  were  witnesses  of  the 
manner  of  his  doing  it.  As  to  the  matter  con- 
tained in  the  reply,  it  Was  not  of  such  importance, 
nor  so  worthy  of  notice,  the  Speaker  said^  as  to 
justify  his  requesting  the  House  to  go  again  into 
a  committee,  merel)r  to  give  him  an  opportunity 
of  directly  and  positively  contradicting  the  inem- 
ber  from  Georgia,  as  he  should  most  assuredly  and 
positively  do,  so  far  as  respected  the  proceedings 
of  the  Federal  Convention  in  1787. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading  to-mor- 
row,  and  the  House  adjourned. 


Were  the  evils  they  were  intended  to  remedy ;  as 
these  circumstances  would  be  applied  in  the  con- 
struction of  the  law,  it  might  be  well  to  examine 
them  minutely  in  framing  it.  The  state  of  thini^s, 
if  we  are  to  judge  from  the  complexion  of  the  bill, 
must  be,  that  a  number  of  aliens,  enjoying  the 
protection  of  our  Gtovemmetat,  were  plotting  ^its 
destruction ;  that  they  are  engaged  in  treasonable 
machinations  against  a  people  who  have  given  them 
an  asylum  and  support,  and  that  there  is  no  pro- 
vision to  provide  for  their  expulsion  and  punish- 
ment. If  these  things  are  so,  and  no  remedy  ex- 
ists for  the  evil,  one  ouj^ht  speedily  to  be  provided^ 
but  even  then  it  must  be  a  remedy  that  is  consist- 
ent with  the  Constitution  under  which  we  act ; 
for,  as  by  that  instrument  all  powers  not  express- 
ly given  by  it  to  the  Union  are  reserved  to  the 
States ;  it  follows  that,  unless  an  express  authori- 
ty can  be  found,  vesting  us  with  the  power,  be 
the  evil  ever  so  great,  it  can  only  be  remedied  by 
the  several  States  who  have  never  delegated  the 
authority  to  Congress.  But  this  point  will  be 
presently  examined,  and  it  will  not  be  a  difficult 
task  to  show  that  the  provisions  of  this  bill  are 
not  only  unauthorized  by  the  Constitution,  but 
are  in  direct  violation  of  its  fundamental  princi- 
ples, and  contradictory  to  some  of  its  most  ex- 
press prohibitions ;  at  present,  it  is  only  necessary 
to  ask  whether  the  state  of  things  contemplated 
by  the  bill  have  any  existence. 

We  must  legislate  upon  facts,  not  on  surmises ; 
we  must  have  evidence,  not  ifague  suspicions,  if 
we  meant  to  legislate  with  prudence.  What  facts 
have  been  produced  ?  What  evidence  had  beea 
submitted  to  the  House?  I  have  heard,  sir,  of 
.~«  ^  w.  . w a  none;  but  if  evidence  of  facts  could  not  be  pro- 
source  of  eternal  regret,  and  the  keenest  remorse,  *ured,  at  least  it  might  have  been  expected  that 


THDRsnAY,  June  21. 

The  bill  making  appropriation  for  the  new  re- 
giment of  artillery  for  the  year  17^97,  aiid  the  bill 
providing  for  an  enumeration  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  United  States,  was  read  the  third  time  and 
passed. 

ALIENS. 

The  bill  concerning  aliens  having  been  read 
the  third  time,  the  question  was  put.  "  Shall  this 
billnass?" 

Mr.  LiviNosTQN  said,  he  esteemed  it  one  of  the 
most  fortunate  occurrences  of  his  life,  that,  after 
an  inevitable  absence  from  his  seat  in  that  House, 
he  had  arrived  in  time  to  express  his  dissent  to 
the  passage  of  the  bill.    It  would  have  been 


if  any  private  affairs,  any  domestic  concerns,  how- 
ever interesting,  had  deprived  him  of  the  oppor- 
tunity he  was  then  about  to  use,  of  stating  his  ob- 
jections, and  recording  bis  vote  against  an  act 
which  he  believed  was  in  direct  violation  of  the 
Constitution,  and  marked  with  eVery  characteris- 
tic of  the  most  odious  despotism. 

On  my  arrival,  sir,  Mr.L.  said.  I  inquired  what 
subject  occupied  the  attention  ot  the  House,  and 
being  told  it  was  the  alien  bill.  I  directed  the  print- 
ed copy  to  be  brought  to  me,  out  to  my  great  sur- 
prise, seven  or  eignt  copies  of  different  acts  on 
the  same  subject  were  put  into  my  hands— ^mong 
them  it  was  difficult  (so  strongly  were  they  mark- 
ed by  the  same  family  features)  to  discover  the 
individuad  bill  then  under  discussion.  This  cir- 
cumstance gave  me  a  suspicion  the  principles  of 
the  measure  were  erroneous.  Truth  marches  di- 
rectly to  its  end  by  a  single  undeviating  path. 
Error  is  either  undetermioed  on  its  object,  or  pur- 
sues it  through  a  thousand  winding  ways ;  the 
multiplicity  of  propositions,  therefore,  to  attain 
the  same  general  but  doubtful  end,  led  me  to  sus- 
pect that  neither  the  object  nor  the  means  pro- 
posed to  attain  it,  were  proper  and  nece^ary. 
These  surmises  were  confirmed  by  a  more  minute 
examination  of  the  act.  In  the  construction  of 
statutes,  it  is  a  received  rule  to  examine  what  was. 
the  state  of  things  when  they  passed,  and  what 


reasonable  cause  of  suspicion  should  be  shown. 
Here,  again,  gentlemen  were  at  fault ;  thev  could 
not  snow  even  a  suspicion  why  aliens  ought  to  be 
suspected.  We  have,  indeed,  been  told  that  the 
fate  of  Venice,  Switzerland,  and  Batavia,  was  pro- 
duced by  the  interference  of  foreigners.  But  the 
instances  were  unfortunate;  because  all  those 
Powers  have  been  overcome  by  foreign  force,  or 
divided  by  domestic  faction,  not  by  aliens  who  re- 
sided among  them,  and  if  any  instruction  was  to 
be  gained  frqm  those  Republics,  it  would  be,  that 
we  ought  to  banish  not  aliens^  but  all  those  who 
did  not  approve  of  the  Executive  acts.  This,  he 
believed.  gentUmen  were  not  ready  to  avow ;  but 
if  this  measure  prevailed,  he  should  not  think  the 
other  remote ;  but  if  it  had  been  proved  that  these 
Gtovemments  were  destroyed  by  the  conspiracies 
of  aliens,  it  yet  remains  to  show  that  we  are  in 
the  same  situation ;  or  that  any  such  plots  have 
been  detected,  or  are  even  reasonably  suspeeted 
here.  Nothing  of  this  kind  has  been  yet  done. 
A  modern  Theseus,  indeed,  has  told  us  he  has 
procured  a  clue  that  will  enable  him  to  penetrate 
the  labyrinth,  and  destroy  this  monster  of  sedition. 
Who  the  fair  Ariadne  is,  who  so  kindly  save  him 
the  ball,  he  has  not  revealed ;  nor,  though  several 
days  have  elapsed  since  he  undertook  the  advenr 
ture,  has  he  yet  told  us  where  the  monster  lurks. 
No  evidence,  then,  being  produced,  we  have  a  ngkt 
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to  sajT  that  none  exists,  and  jeC  we  are  aboat  to 
sanction  a  most  important  act;  and  on  what 
cround  ?  Oar  individual  suspicions,  oar  private 
fears,  our  over-heated  imaginations.  Seeing  no- 
thing to  excite  those  suspicions,  and  not  feelioff 
those  fearsj  I  could  not  give  my  assent  to  the  bill, 
even  if  I  did  not  feel  a  superior  obligation  to  re- 
ject it  on  other  grounds. 

As  far  as  my  own  observation  goes,  I  have  seen 
BOthinff  like  the  state  of  things  contemplated  by 
the  bill.  Most  of  the  aliens  I  have  seen  were 
either  triumphant  Englishmen  or  Frenchmen, 
with  dejection  in  their  countenances  and  grief  at 
their  hearts,  preparing  to  quit  the  countr^r  and 
•eek  another  asylum.  But  if  these  plots  exist,  if 
this  treason  is  apparent,  if  there  are  aliens  guilty 
of  the  crimes  ascribed  to  them,  an  effectuaf  rem- 
edy presents  itself  for  the  eviL  We  have  already 
wise  laws,  we  have  upright  judges  and  vigilant 
magistrates^  and  there  is  no  necessity  of  arming 
the  Executive  with  the  destructive  power  propos- 
ed by  the  bill  now  on  your  table.  The  laws  now 
in  force  are  competent  to  punish  every  treasona- 
ble or  seditious  attempt.  But  grant,  sir— what, 
however,  has  not  been  supported  by  fact — grant 
that  these  fears  are  not  visionary,  that  the  dangers 
are  imminent,  and  that  no  existing  law  is  suffi- 
cient to  avert  them,  let  us  examine  whether  the 
{MTOvisions  of  the  bill  are  conformable  to  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  Constitution;  if  it  should  be  found  to 
contravene  them,  I  trust  it  will  lose  many  of  its 
present  supporters ;  but  if  not  only  contrary  to  the 
general  spirit  and  the  principles  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, it  should  also  be  found  diametrically  oppo- 
Mte  to  the  most  express  prohibitions,  I  cannot 
doubt  that  it  would  be  rejected  with  that  indig- 
nant decision  which  our  duty  to  our  country  aw 
oar  sacred  oath  demands. 

The  first  section  provides,  that  it  shall  be  law- 
fol  for  the  President  "  to  order  all  such  aliens  as  he 
shall  judge  dangerous  to  the  peace  and  safety  of 
Ihe  United  States,  or  shall  have  reasonable  grounds 
to  suspect  are  concerned  in  any  treasonable  or 
secret  machinations  against  the  Grovemment  there- 
^,  to  depart  out  of  the  United  States,  in  such 
time  as  uiall  be  expressed,  in  such  order." 

Oor  Government,  sir,  is  founded  on  the  estab- 
lishment of  those  principles  which  institute  the 
diiereaee  between  a  free  Constitution  and  a  de- 
spotic power ;  a  distribution  of  the  Legislative. 
JSxecuuve,  and  Judiciary  powels,  into  several 
lumds J  a  distribution  strongly  marked  in  the 
three  first  and  great  divisions  of  the  Constitution ; 
by  the  first,  all  LiCgislative  power  is  given  to  Con- 
gress, the  sedond  vests  all  Legislative  functions  in 
the  President,  and  the  third  declares  that  the  Judi- 
ciary powers  shall  be  exercised  by  the  Supreme 
mmI  Inferior  Courts..  Here  then  is  a  division  of 
the  Governmental  powers  strongly  marked,  deci- 
sively pronounced,  and  every  act  of  one  or  all  of 
.the  branches  that  tends  to  confound  these  pow- 
•n,  or  alter  this  arrangement,  must  be  destructive 
of  the  Constitution.  Examine,  then,  sir,  the  bill 
4MI  your  table,  and  declare  whether  the  few  lines 
I  have  repeated  from  the  first  section,  do  not  con- 
£Miad  these  fwddamental  powers  of  Govermnent, 


vest  them  all  in  the  more  unqualified  tem^  in  otte 
hand,  and  thus  subvert  the  basis  on  which  oar 
liberties  rest. 

Legislative  power  prescribes  the  rule  of  action ; 
the  Judiciary  applies  that  g^eneral  rule  to  particu- 
lar cases,  and  it  is  the  province  of  the  ExecutiT« 
to  see  that  the  laws  are  carried  into  full  efleet. 
In  all  free  Governments,  these  powers  are  exer- 
cised by  different  men,  and  their  union,  in  tke 
same  hand,  is  the  peculiar  characteristic  of  despot^ 
ism.  If  the  same  power  that  makes  the  law  can 
construct  it  to  suit  his  interest,  and  apply  it  to 
gratify  his  vengeance ;  if  he  can  ^  further,  and 
execute,  accordin^^  to  his  own  passions,  the  jud^- 
menf  which  he  himself  has  pronounced,  opon  hu 
own  construction  of  laws  which  he  alone  has 
made,  what  other  features  are  wanted  to  complete 
the  picture  of  tyrannv?  Yet  all  this,  and.  more,  \b 
proposed  to  be  done  oy  this  act ;  by  it  the  Presi* 
dent  alone  is  empowered  to  make  the  law,  to  fix 
in  his  mind  what  acts,  what  words,  what  thoughts 
or  looks,  shall  constitute  the  crime  contemplated 
by  the  bill,  that  is,  the  crime  of  being  *^  suspected 
to  be  dangerous  to  the  peace  and  mety  of  the 
United  States."  He.  is  not  only  authorized  to 
make  this  law  for  his  own  conduct,  but  to  vary  it 
at  pleasure,  as  every  ^st  of  passion,  every  dood 
of  suspicion,  shall  agitate  or  darken  his  mind. 
The  same  power  that  formed  the  law,  then,  applies 
it  to  the  guilty  or  innocent  victim,  whom  nis  own 
suspicions,  or  the  secret  whisper  of  a  spy,  have 
designated  as  its  object.  The  President,  then, 
having  made  the  law,  the  President  having  con- 
strued and  applied  it,  the  same  President  is  by  the 
bill  authorized  to  execute  his  sentence,  in  case  of 
disobedience,  by  imprisonment  during  his  plea- 
sure. This,  then,  comes  completely  within  the 
definition  of  despotism — an  union  of  Legislative, 
Executive,  and  Judicial  powers.  But  this  bill, 
sir,  does  not  stop  here ;  its  provisions  are  a  refine- 
ment upon  despotism,  and  present  an  image  of  the 
most  fearful  tyranny.  Even  in  despotisms,  though 
the  monarch  legislates,  judges,  and  executes,  yet 
he  legislates  op^y ;  his  laws,  though  oppressive, 
are  £iown ;  they  precede  the  offence,  and  every 
man  who  chooses  may  avoid  the  penalties  c^  dis- 
obedience. Yet  he  judges  and  executes  by  proxy, 
and  his  private  interests  or  passions  do  not  inflame 
the  mind  of  his  deputy. 

But  here,  the  law  is  so  closely  concealed  in  the 
same  mind  that  gave  it  birth — the  crime  is  '^  ex- 
citing the  suspicions  of  the  President,"  but  no  man 
can  tell  what  conduct  will  avoid  that  suspicion^ 
a  careless  word,  perhaps  misrepresented,  or  never 
spoken,  may  be  sufficient  evidence ;  a  look  may 
destroy,  an  idle  gesture  may  insure  punishment  \ 
no  innocence  can  protect,  no  circumspection  can 
avoid  the  jealousy  of  suspicion ;  surrounded  bv 
spies,  informers,  and  all  that  infamous  herd  which 
fatten  under  laws  like  this,  the  unfortunate  stran- 
ger will  never  know  either  of  the  law,  of  the  ac- 
cusation, or  of  the  judgment,  until  the  moment  it 
is  put  in  execution ;  he  will  detest  your  tyranny, 
and  fly  from  a  land  of  desoiators,  inquisitions,  and 
spies. 
This,  sir,  is  a  refinement  of  the  detestable  con- 
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trirance  of  the  Decemvirs ;  they  luing  the  tahles 
of  their  laws  so  high  that  few  could  read  them. 
A  tall  man.  however,  might  reach  them,  a  short 
one  might  climb  and  learn  their  conteDts,  bat  here 
the  law  is  eqoally  inaccessible  to  high  and  low. 
Safely  concealed  in  the  breast  of  its  author,  no 
industry  or  caution  can  penetrate  this  recess  and 
obtain  a  knowledge  of  its  provisions ;  nor,  even  if 
th«y  could,  as  the  rule  is  not  permanent,  would  it 
at  all  avail! 

Having  shown  that  this  act  is  at  war  with  the 
faadamental  principles  of  our  Government,  I 
niight  stop  here  in  the  certain  hope  of  its  rejec- 
tion. But  I  can  do  no  more ;  unless  we  are  re- 
solved to  perv^t  the  meanine  of  terms,  I  can  show 
that  the  Constitution  has  endeavored  to  ^'  make  its 
•  tarety  doubly  sure,  and  take  a  bond  of  fate,*^  by 
•ereral  express  prohibitions  of  measures  like  that 
you  now  contemplated  One  of  these  is  contained 
m  the  ninth  section  of  the  first  article ;  it  is  at  the 
head  of  the  articles  which  restrict  the  powers  of 
Congress,  and  declaies  ^^that  the  emigration  or 
importation  of  such  persons  as  any  of  Sie  States 
shall  think  proper  to  admit,  shall  not  be  prohibited 
prior  to  the  year  1808."  Now,  sir,  where  is  the 
difference  between  a  power  to  prevent  the  arrival 
of  aliens  and  a  power  to  send  tnem  away  as  soon 
as  they  shall  arrive  ?  To  me  they  appear  pre- 
cisely the  same.  The  Constitution  expressly  says, 
that  Congress  shall  not  do  thisL  and  yet  Congress 
are  about  to  dele^te  this  prohibited  pow^,  and 
say  that  the  President  may  exercise  it  as  often  as 
pleasure  may  direct. 

I  am  informed  that  an  answer  has  been  at- 
tempted to  this  argument,  by  saying,  that  the  arti- 
cle, though  it  speaks  of  "  persons,"  only  relates  to 
slaves?  But  a  conclusive  reply  to  tnis  answer 
may  be  dravm  from  the  words  of  the  section ;  it 
speaks  of  migration  and  importation.  If  it  rdlates 
oidy  to  slaves,  ^importation"  would  have  been 
sufficient ;  but  how  can  the  other  word  apply  to 
skives?  Migration  is  a  voluntary  change  of  a 
eountry ;  but  who  erer  heard  of  a  migration  of 
slaves  ?  The  truth  is,  both  words  have  their  ap^ 
propriate  meanin|^.  and  were  intended  to  secure 
the  interests  of  difierent  quarters  of  the  Union. 
The  Middle  States  wished  to  secure  themselves 
a^nst  any  laws  that  might  impede  the  emigra- 
tion of  settlers.  The  Soumern  States  dui  not  like 
to  be  prohibited  in  the  importation  of  slaves ;  and 
ao  jealous  were  they  of  this  provision,  that  the 
fifth  article  was  introduced  to  declare  that  the 
Constitntlbn  should  not  be  amended  so  as  to  do  it 
away. 

But  even  admit,  said  Mr.  L.,  the  absurdity,  that 
the  word  ^migration"  has  no  meaning,  or  one  for- 
eign to  its  usiwl  acceptation,  and  that  the  article 
tmtea  only  to  slaves.  Even  this  sacrifice  of  com- 
mon sense  will  not  help  gentlemen  out  of  their 
dilemma ;  slaves  probably  always,  but  certainly  on 
their  first  importation,  are  aliens;  many  people 
think  they  are  always  ^<  dangerous  to  the  peace 
an4  safety  of  the  United  Sutes  1"  If  the  President 
should  be  of  this  opinion,  he  not  cmly  can,  but,  by 
the  terms  of  this  law,  is  obliged  to  order  them  on ; 
kr  the  act  creates  an  obligation  on  him  to  send 


away  all  such  aliens  as  be  may  judge  dangerous 
to  the  peace  or  safety  of  the  United  States.  Thus, 
according  to  the  most/avorable  construction,  eve- 
ry proprietor  of  this  species  of  property,  hold  at 
the  will  and  pleasure  of  the  President— and  this, 
too,  in  defiance  of  the  only  article  of  the  Constitu- 
tion that  is  declared  to  be  unaltetable.  Bu^  let 
us,  sir.  for  a  moment,  if  it  be  possible,  let  us  ima- 
gine that  a  Constitution,  fbunded  on  a  division  of 
powers,  into  three  hands,  may  be  preserved,  al- 
though these  powers  should  be  surrendered  into 
one ;  let  us  imagine,  if  we  can,  that  the  States  in- 
tended to  restrict  the  General  Government  ftfXB^ 
preventing  the  arrival  of  persons  whom  they  were 
yet  willing  to  suffer  that  General  Government  to 
ship  off  as  soon  as  they  should  arrive :  grant  all 
this,  and  they  will  be  as  far  from  establishing  the 
Constitutionality  of  the  bill  as  they  were  at  the 
first  moment  it  was  proposed ;  for,  in  the  third 
article  it  is  provided,  that  all  "Judicial  poww 
shall  be  vested  in  the  Supreme  and  Inferior  Courts, 
that  the  trial  of  all  crimes  shall  be  by  jury,"  ez^ 
cept  in  case  of  impeachment ;  and  in  the  seventh 
and  eighth  amendments,  this  provision  is  repeated 
and  enforced  by  others,  which  declare  that,  ^'  bo 
man  sball  be  held  to  answer  for  a  capital  or 
otherwise  infamous  crime,  unless  on  a  present- 
ment of  a  ffrand  jury ;"  that  "in  all  cnminaL  pros- 
ecutions the  accused  shall  enjoy  the  rieht  to  a 
speedy  and  public  trial,  by  an  impartial  jury  of 
the  State  and  district  wherein  the  crime  shall  haye 
been  committed,  which  district  shall  have  been 
previously  ascertained  by  law ;  and  to  be  inform* 
ed  of  the' nature  and  cause  of  the  accusation  ;  to 
be  confronted  with  the  witnesses  a^inst  him;  to 
have  compulsory  process  for  obtaining  witnesset 
in  his  iavor,  and  to  have  the  assistance  of  counsel 
for  his  ddence."  Now,  sir,  what  minute  artrcle  ia 
these  several  provisions  of  the  Constitution  is 
there  that  is  not  violated  by  this  bill  7  All  the 
bulwarks  which  it  opposed  to  encroachments,  fall 
before  personal  liberty,  fiedl  before  this  engine  of 
oppression. 

Judiciary  power  is  taken  from  court^  and  given 
to  the  Executive,  the  previous  safeguard  of  a  pro*- 
sentment  by  a  ffrand  inanest  is  removed ;  the  trial 
by  jury  is  abolished;  the  "public  trial"  required 
by  the  Constitution  is  changed  into  a  secret  and 
, worse  than  inquisitorial  tribunal ;  instead  of  gi"^ 
ing  "  information  on  the  nature  and  cause  of  tht 
accusation,"  the  criminal  ignorant  of  his  offenoa 
and  the  danger  to  which  ne  is  exposed,  never  heara 
of  either  until  the  judgment  is  passed  and  these»* 
tence  is  executed ;  instead  of  beinff  "  confronted 
with  his  accusers,"  he  is  kept  alike  ignorant  of 
their  names  and  their  existence;  and  even  the  forms 
of  a  trial  being  dispensed  with,  it  would  be  a  mock* 
ery  to  talk  of  "  proofs  for  witnesses,"  or  the  "  a»- 
aistanceof  counsel  for  defence"^thu8  are  all  the 
Iwrriers  which  the  wisdom  and  humanity  of  our 
country  had  placed  between  accused  innocence 
and  oppressed  power,  at  once  forced  and  broken 
down.  Not  a  yesti^e  even  of  their  fom^  remains. 
No  indictment ;  no  jury ;  no  trial ;  no  public  pro* 
cedure ;  no  statement  of  the  accusation ;  no  i 
ination  of  the  witnesses  in  its  snpj^ 
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sel  for  defence ;  all  it  darkness,  silence,  mystery, 
and  suspicion.  But,  as  if  this  were  not  enough, 
the  unfortunate  victims  of  this  law  are  told  in  the 
next  section,  that  if  they  can  convince  the  Presi- 
dent that  his  suspicions  are  unfounded,  he  may,  if 
he  pleases^  give  them  a  license  to  stay ;  but,  how 
remove  his  suspicions,  when  they  know  not  on 
what  act  they  were  founded  ?  Miserable  mockerv 
of  justice !  appoint  an  af  biirary  Judge  armed  with 
L^islative  and  Executive  powers  added  to  his 
own !  let  him  condemn  the  unheard,  the  unaccus- 
ed object  of  his  suspicion;  and,  then,  to  cover  the 
injustice  of  the  scene,  gravely  tell  him,  you  ought 
not  to  complainr— you  need  only  disprove  facts  that 
you  have  never  neard — remove  suspicions  that 
have  never  been  communicated  to  you ;  it  will  be 
easy  to  convince  your  Judge,  whom  you  shaU  not 
i^proach,  that  he  is  tyrannical  and  unjust;  and, 
having  done  this,  we  give  him  the  power  he  had 
before,  to  pardon  you,  if  he  pleases. 

So  obviously  do  the  Constitutional  objections 

S resent  themselves,  that  their  existence  cannot  be 
enied,  and  two  wretched  subterfuges  are  resorted 
to,  to  remove  them  out  of  sight.  First,  it  is  said, 
the  bill  does  not  contemplate  the  punishment  of 
any  crime ;  and^  therefore,  the  provisions  in  the 
Constitution  relative  to  criminal  proceedings  and 
Judiciary  powers  do  not  apply.  But,  have  the 
gentlemen  who  reason  thus,  read  the  bill ;  or  is 
everything  forgotten,  in  our  zealous  hurry  to  pass 
it  ?  What  are  the  offences  upon  which  it  is  to 
operate  ?  Not  only  the  offence  of  being ''  suspect- 
ed of  being  dangerous  to  the  peace  and  safety  of 
the  United  Stotes,"  but  also  that  of  beinjr  "con- 
cerned in  any  treasonable  or  secret  machinations 
against  the  Government  thereof."  And  this,  we 
are  told,  is  no  crime  I  a  treasonable  machination 
against  the  Government  is  not  the  subject  of  crim- 
inal jurisprudence !  Gfood  Heaven !  to  what  ab- 
Mirdities  does  an  over*  zealous  attachment  to  par- 
ticular measures  lead  us !  In  order  to  punish  a 
particular  act  we  are  forced  to  say,  that  treason  is 
no  crime,  and  plotting  against  our  Government  is 
no  offence !  And,  to  support  this  fine  hypothesis, 
we  are  obliged  to  plunge  deeper  in  absurdity,  and 
say  that,  as  the  acts  spoken  of  in  the  bill,  are  no 
crimes,  so  the  penalty  contained  in  it  is  no  punish- 
ment, it  is  only  a  prevention ;  that  is  to  say,  we 
invite  strangers  to  come  among  us ;  we  declare 
solemnly  that  Government  shall  not  prevent  them ; 
we  entice  them  over  by  the  delusive  prospect  of 
advantage ;  in  many  piurts  of  the  Union  we  per- 
mit them  to  hold  lands,  and  ^ve  them  other  ad- 
vantages, while  they  are  waiunff  for  the  period  at 
which  we  have  promised  a  full  particimition  of 
all  our  rights.  An  unfortunate  stranger,  disffusted 
with  tyranny  at  home,  thinks  he  shall  find  free- 
dom here;  he  accepts  our  conditions;  he  puts 
faith  in  our  promises ;  he  vests  his  whole  property 
in  our  hands ;  he  has  dissolved  his  former  connex- 
ions, and  made  your  country  his  own.  But,  while 
he  is  patiently  waiting  the  expiration  of  the  period 
that  is  to  crown  the  work,  and  entitle  him  to  all  the 
rights  of  a  citizen,  the  tale  of  a  domestic  spy,  or 
the  calumny  of  a  secret  enemy,  draws  on  him  the 
aospicioiu  of  the  President,  and,  unheard,  he  is  or^ 


dered  to  quit  the  spot  which  he  selected  for  his 
retreat,  the  country  which  he  had  chosen  for  his 
own,  perhaps  the  family  which  was  his  only  con- 
solation in  life,  he  is  ordered  to  retire  to  a  country 
whose  Gh)vernment.  irritated  by  his  renunciation 
of  its  authority,  will  receive  only  to  pUnish  him; 
and  all  this,  we  are  told,  is  no  punishment 

Again,  we  are  told  that  the  Constitutional  cooa* 
pact  was  made  between  citizens  only,  and  that, 
therefore,  its  provisions  were  not  intended  to  ex- 
tend to  aliens,  and  that  this  acting  only  on  them, 
is,  therefore,  not  forbidden  by  the  Constitution. 
But,  unfortunately,  neither  common  law,  common 
justice,  nor  the  practice  of  any  civilized  natiooL 
will  permit  this  distinction.  It  is  an  acknowledged 
principle  of  the  common  law,  the  aathoritv  of 
which  is  established  here,  that  alien  friends,  (and  • 
permit  me  to  observe  that  they  are  such  only  who 
we  contemplate  in  this  bill,  lor  we  have  another 
before  us  to  send  off  alien  enemies,)  residing 
among  us,  are  entitled'  to  the  protection  of  our 
laws,  and  that  during  their  residence  they  owe 
a  temporary  allegiance  to  our  GovemmenL  If 
they  are  accused  of  violating  this  allegiance,  the 
same  laws  which  interpose  in  the  case  of  a  citi- 
zen must  determine  the  truth  of  the  accusation, 
and  if  found  £Qilty  they  are  liable  to  the  same 
punishment.  This  rule  is  consonant  to  the  prin- 
ciples of  common  justice^  for  who  would  ever  re- 
sort to  another  country,  if  he  alone  was  marked 
out  as  the  object  of  arbitrary  power  1  It  is  equally 
unfortunate,  too,  for  this  argument  that  the  Con- 
stitution expressly  excludes  any  idea  of  this  dis- 
tinction ;  it  speaks  of  all  "judicial  power,"  "  all 
triab  for  crimes,"  all  ^'  crinunal  prosecutions,"  all 
"  persons  accused."  No  distinction  between  citi- 
zen and  alien,  between  high  or  low,  friends  or 
opposers  to  the  Executive  power,  republican  and 
royalist.  All  are  entitled  to  the  same  equal  distri- 
bution of  justice,  to  the  same  humane  provision 
to  protect  their  innocence ;  all  are  liable  to  the 
same  punishment  that  awaits  their  guilt  How 
comes  it,  too,  if  these  Constitutional  provisions 
were  intended  for  the  safety  of  the  citizen  only, 
that  our  courts  uniformly  extend  them  all,  and 
that  we  never  heat  it  inquired  whether  the  ac- 
cused is  a  citizen,  before  we  give  him  a  public 
trial  by  jury  ? 

So  manifest  do  these  violations  of  the  Constitu- 
tion appear  to  me.  so  futile  the  arguments  in  their 
defence,  that  they  press  seriously  on  my  mind  and 
sink  it  even  to  despondency.  They  have  been  so 
glaring  to  my  understanding  that  I  nave*  felt  it  my 
duty  to  speak  of  them  in  a  manner  that  may  per- 
hap^  gire  offence  to  men  whom  I  esteem,  and  who 
seem  to  think  differently  on  that  subject;  none, 
however,  I  can  assure  them,  is  intended. 

I  have  seen  measures  carried  in  this  House 
which  I  thought  militated  against  the  spirit  of  the 
Constitution ;  but  never  betore  have  I  been  wit- 
ness to  so  open,  so  wanton,  and  undisguised  an 
attack.  I  have  now  done,  sir,  with  the  act,  and 
come  to  consider  the  consequences  of  its  operation. 

One  of  the  most  serious  has  been  anticipated, 
when  I  described  the  blow  it  would  ffive  to  the 
Constitution  of  oar  country^    We  sLonld 
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tiously  beware  of  the  first  act  of  violation.  Habitu- 
ated to  overleap  its  bounds,  we  become  familiarized 
to  the  guilt,  and  di'srei^rd  the  danger  of  a  second 
offence,  until,  proceeding  from  one  authorized  act 
to  another,  we  at  length  throw  off  all  restraint 
which  our  Constitution  has  imposed ;  and  very 
soon  not  even  the  semblance  of  its  form  will  re- 
main. 

But  if,  regardless  of  our  duty  as  citizens,  and 
our  solemn  obligation  as  representatives ;  regard- 
less of  the  rights  of  our  constituents ;  regardless 
of  every  sanction,  human  and  divine ;  if  we  are 
teady  to  violate  the  Constitution  we  have  sworn 
to  defend — will  the  people  submit  to  our  unau- 
thorizcfd  acts?  Will  the  States  sanction  our 
usurped  power?  Sir,  they  ought  not  to  submit; 
they  would  deserve  the  chains  which  these  meas- 
ures are  forging  for  them,  if  they  did  not  resist. 
For  let  no  man  vainly  imagine  that  the  evil  is  to 
stop  here,  that  a  few  unprotected  aliens  only  are 
to  be  a£(ected  by  this  mquisitorial  power.  The 
same  arguments  which  enforce-  those  provisions 
against  aliens,  apply  with  equal  strength  to  en- 
acting them  ill  the  case  of  citizens.  The  citizen 
has  no  other  protection  for  his  personal  security, 
that  I  know,  against  laws  like  this,  than  the  hu- 
mane provisions  I  have  cited  from  the  Constitu- 
tion. But  all  these  apply  in  common  to  the  citi- 
zen and  the  stranger ;  "  all  crimes"  are  to  be  tried 
by  jury;  '^no  person"  shall  be  held  to  answer 
unless  on  presentment ;  in  ail  "  criminal  prosecu- 
tions" the  "  accused"  is  to  be  informed  of  the  na- 
ture of  the  charge ;  to  be  confronted  with  the  wit- 
nesses against  him ;  may  have  process  to  enforce 
the  appearance  of  those  in  his  favor ;  and  is  to  be 
allowed  counsel  for  his  defence.  Unless,  there^ 
fore,  we  can  believe  that  treasonable  machinations, 
and  the  other  offences  described  in  the  bill,  are 
not '^ crimes;"  that  an  alien  is  not  a  ^^ person;" 
and  that  one  charged  with  treasonable  practices  is 
not  '^accused ;"  unless  we  can  believe  all  this,  in 
contradiction  to  our  understanding,  to  received 
opinions,  and  the  uniform  practice  of  our  courts, 
we  must  allow  that  all  these  provisions  ex- 
tend equally  to  aliens  and  natives,  and  that 
the  citizen  has  no  other,  security  for  his  per- 
sonal safety  than  is  extended  to  the  stranger 
who  is  within  his  gates.  If,  therefore,  this  secu- 
rity is  violated  in  one  instance,  what  pledge  have 
we  that  it  will  not  in  the  other  7  The  same  plea 
of  necessity  will  justify  hoth.  Either  the  offences 
described  in  the  act  are  crimes,  or  they  are  not. 
If  they  are,  then  all  the  humane  provisions  of  the 
Constitution  forbid  the  mode  of^  punishment,  or 
prerenting  them,  equally  as  relates  to  aliens  and 
citizens.  If  they  are  not  crimes,  then  the  citizen 
has  no  more  safety  by  the  Constitution  than  the 
alien  has ;  for  all  those  provisions  apply  only  to 
crimee.  So  that,  in  either  event,  the  citizen  has 
the  same  reason  to  expect  a  similar  law  to  the  one 
now  before  you ;  which  subjects  his  person  to  the 
uncontroUea  despotism  of  a  sins  le  man.  You  have 
already  been  told  of  plots  and  conspiracies;  and 
all  the  frightful  images  that  were  necessary  to 
keep  up  the  present  system  of  terror  and  alarm 
were  presented  to  you.   But  who  were  implicated 


by  these  dark  hints — these  mysterious  allusions  7 
They  were  our  own  citizens,  sir.  not  aliens.  If 
there  is  then  any  necessity  for  the  system  now 
proposed,  it  is  more  necessary  to  be  enforced  against 
our  own  citizens  than  against  strangers ;  and  I 
have  no  doubt,  that  either  in  this,  or  some  other 
shape,  this  will  be  attempted.  I  now  ask,  sir,  whe- 
ther tne  people  of  Ano^rica  are  prepared  for  this  7 
Whether  they  are  willing  to  prt  with  all  the 
means  whfch  the  wisdom  of  their  ancestors  disco- 
vered, and  their  own  caution  so  lately  adopted,  to 
secure  their  own  persons  ?  Whether  they  are 
ready  to  submit  to  imprisonment  or  exile  when- 
ever suspicion, calumny,  or  vengeance,  shall  mark 
them  for  ruin  7  Are  tney  base  enough  to  be  pre- 
pared for  this  ?  No,  sir ;  they  will,  I  repeat  it,  they 
will  resist  this  tyrannic  system  ;  the  people  will 
oppose  it — the  States  will  not  submit  to  its  opera- 
tion. They  ought  not  to  acquiesce,  and  I  pray  to 
Qod  they  never  may. 

My  opinions,  sir,  on  this  subject,  are  explicit, 
and  I  wish  they  may  be  known ;  they  are,  that 
whenever  our  laws  manifestly  infringe  the  Con- 
stitution under  which  they  were  made,  the  people 
ought  not  to  hesitate  which  they  should  obey.  If 
we  exceed  our  powers,  we  become  tyrants,  and 
our  acts  have  no  effect.  Thus,  sir,  one  of  the  first 
effects  of  measures  such  as  this,  if  they  be  not  ac- 
quiesced in,  will  be  disaffection  among  the  States, 
and  opposition  among  the  people  to  your  Govern- 
ment— tumults,  violations,  and  a  recurrence  to  first 
revolutionary  principles.  If  they  are  submitted 
to,  the  consequences  will  be  worse.  After  such 
manifest  violation  of  the  principles  of  o«r  Consti- 
tution, the  form  will  not  long  be  sacred ;  presently, 
every  vestige  of  it  will  be  lost  and  swallowed  up 
in  the  gulf  of  despotism.  But.  should  the  evil  pro- 
ceed no  further  than  the  execution  of  the  present 
law,  what  a  fearful  picture  will  our  country  pre- 
sent !  The  system  of  espionage  beiuff  thus  estab- 
lished, the  country  will  swarm  with  informers, 
spies,  delators,  and  all  that  odious  reptile  tribe  that 
breed  in  the  sunshine  of  despotic  power ;  that  suck 
the  blood  of  the  unfortunate,  and  creep  into  the 
bosom  of  sleeping  innocence,  only  to  awake  it  with 
a  burning  wound.  The  hours  of  the  most  unsus- 
pecting confidence,  the  intimacies  of  friendship, 
or  the  recesses  of  domestic  retirement,  afford  no 
security.  The  companion  whom  you  must  trust, 
the  friend  in  whom  you  must  confiae.  the  domestic 
who  waits  in  your  chamber,  are  all  tempted  to 
betray  your  imprudence  or  unguarded  follies ;  to 
misrepesent  your  words;  to  convey  them, distorted 
by  calumny,  to  the  secret  tribunal  where  jealousy 
presides — where  fear  officiates  as  accuser,  and  sus- 
picion is  the  only  evidence  that  is  heard. 

These,  bad  as  they  are,  are  not  the  only  ill  con- 
sequences of  these  measures.  Among  them  we 
may  reckon  the  loss  of  wealth,  of  population,  and 
of  commerce.  Gentlemen  wno  support  the  bill 
seemed  to  be  aware  of  this,  when,  yesterday,  they 
introduced  a  clause  to  secure  thebroperty  of  those 
who  might  be  ordered  to  go  off.  They  should 
hare  foreseen  the  consequences  of  the  step  they 
have  been  taking.  It  is  now  too  late  to  discover 
that  large  sums  are  drawn  from  the  banks,  and 
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that  a  great  capital  is  taken  from  commerce.  It  is 
ridiculous,  even,  to  observe  the  solicitude  they 
show  to  retain  the  wealth  of  these  dangerous  men. 
whose  persons  they  are  so  eager  to  get  rid  of.  It 
they  wish  to  retain  it,  it  must  be  by  giving  them 
security  to  their  persons,  and  assuring  them,  that 
while  they  respect  the  laws,  the  laws  will  protect 
them  frem  arbitrary  power.  It  must  be,  in  short, 
by  rejecting  the  bill  on  your  table.  I  might  men- 
tion many  other  inferior  considerations;  but  I 
ought,  sir,  rather  to  entreat  the  pardon  of  the 
House  for  having  touched  on  this  topic,  which, 
compared  to  the  breach  of  our  Constitution,  and 
the  establishment  of  arbitrary  power,  every  other 
topic  is  trifling.  Arguments  of  convenience  sink 
into  nothing ;  the  preservation  of  wealth,  the  in- 
terest of  commerce,  however  weighty  on  other 
occasions,  here  lose  their  importance.  When  tne 
fundamental  principles  of  freedom  are  in  danger, 
we  are  tempted  to  borrow  the  impressive  language 
of  a  foreign  speaker,  and  exclaim,  *'  Perish  our 
commerce,  let  our  Constitution  live !"  Perish  our 
riches,  let  our  freedom  live ! — this,  sir.  would  be  the 
sentiment  of  every  American,  were  tne  alternative 
between  sulnnission  and  wealth.  But  here,  sir,  it 
is  proposed  to  destroy  our  wealth  in  order  to  ruin 
our  commerce — ^not  in  order  to  preserve  our  Con- 
stitution, but  to  break  it — not  to  secure  our  freedom, 
but  to  abandon  it. 

I  have  now  done,  sir ;  but,  before  I  sit  down,  let 
me  entreat  gentlemen  seriously  to  reflect  before 
they  pronounce  the  decisive  vote  that  gives  the 
first  open  stab  to  the  principles  of  our  Government. 
Our  mismken  zeal,  like  that  of  the  patriarch  of 
old,  has  bound  one  victim ;  it  lies  at  the  foot  of 
the  altar.  A  sacrifice  of  the  first-bom  offspring 
of  freedom  is  nroposed  by  those  who  gave  it  birth. 
The  hand  is  already  raised  to  strike,  and  nothing, 
I  fear,  but  the  voice  of  Heaven,  can  arrest  the  im- 
pious blow. 

Let  not  gentlemen  flatter  themselves  that  the 
lervor  of  the  moment  can  make  the  people  insen- 
sible to  these  aggressions.  It  is  an  honesty  noble 
warmth,  produced  by  an  indicant  sense  of  injury. 
It  will  never,  I  trust,  be  extinct,  while  there  is  a 
poroper  cause  to  excite.  But  the  people  of  America, 
sir,  though  watchful  against  foreign  aggression, 
are  not  careless  of  domestic  encroachment ;  they 
are  as  jealous,  sir,  of  their  liberties  at  home  as  of 
the  power  ana  prosperity  of  their  country  abroad ; 
they  will  awake  to  a  sense  of  their  danger.  Do 
not  let  us  flatter  ourselves,  then,  that  these  mea- 
sures will  be  unobserved  or  disregarded.  Do  not 
let  us  be  told,  sir,  that  we  excite  a  fervor  against 
foreign  aggression  only  to  establish  tyranny  at 
home ;  that,  like  the  arch  traitor,  we  cry  "  Hail 
Columbia  P^  at  the  moment  we  are  betraybg  her 
to  destruction ;  that  we  sing  out  ^^  Happy  kmdP^ 
when  we  are  plunging  it  in  ruin  or  disgrace ;  and 
that  we  are  absurd  enough  to  call  ourselves  ^frte 
and  eniightened,^^  while  we  advocate  principles 
^that  would  have  disgraced  the  age  of  Gothic  bar- 
barity, and  establish  a  code,  compared  to  which, 
the  ordeal  is  wise,  and  the  trial  by  battle  is  merci- 
ful and  just. 

When  Mr.  Livimoston  had  concluded, 


Mr.  KiTTEaA  said  he  hoped  that  this  bill  would 
not  only  pass,  but  that  it  would  be  followed  by  a 
strong  sedition  bill ;  and  that  they  .would,  together, 
preserve  us  from  the  dangers  with  which  we  are 
threatened  from  internal  enemies.  The  Constitu- 
tion, he  said,  in  the  hands  of  politicians,  was  like 
polemics  in  the  hands  of  divines:  it  was  made  to 
prove  everything  or  nothing.  And  he  hoped  gen- 
tlemen would  ^lieve  him  sincere,  when  he  de- 
clared he  never,  in  his  opinion,  heard  a  doctrine 
more  fraught  with  heresy,  and  inconsistj&nt  with 
reason^  than  the  doctrine  opposed  to  this  bilL  Are 
we,  said  Mr.  K.,  at  one  time  to  be  told  that  thia 
Government  is  so  strong  as  to  be  dangerous  to 
liberty,  and  at  another,  that  we  have  no  Constitu- 
tional power  to  prevent  imminent  danger  to  the 
Grovernment  from  seditious  persons  ?  Mr.  K.  be* 
lieved,  if  we  had  anything  to  apprehend  on  account 
of  our  liberty,  the  danger  did  not  arbe  from  Gov- 
ernment having  too  much  power,  but  from  its  want 
of  power. 

The  power  proposed  to  be  exercised  by  this  hill 
is  exercised  by  ev^y  Government  upon  earth, 
whether  despotic  or  democratic.  France  herselfl 
that  land  qfliberty,  removes  both  alien  friends  ana 
alien  enemies.  It  is  a  right  which  every  man  ex- 
ercises in  his  own  house,  by  turning  out  of  it, 
without  ceremony,  any  person  whom  he  thinks 
dangerous  to  the  peace  and  welfare  of  his  fanuly. 
Indeed  it  was  absurd,  in  the  extreme,  to  be  told 
that  the  States  might  exercise  this  power,  but  that 
the  United  States  could  not  exercise  it 

Gentlemen  had  said  that,  if  the  President  had 
this  power  given  to  him,  he  might  remove  a  mur- 
derer or  felon  from  justice,  by  sending  him  out  of 
the  country.  It  might  also  be  said,  t£at  he  might 
pardon  a  criminal  after  he^has  been  legally  con- 
victed 'y  which  he  certainly  might  do,  if  he  was 
disposed  to  abuse  his  power. 

But  the  gentleman  from  New  York  calls  upon 
the  people  to  resist  this  law,  because  it  is  uncon*- 
stitutional.  This  was  a  doctrine  which  Mr.  K. 
could  by  no  means  accord  with ;  it  was  a  doctrine 
which  he  did  not  expect  to  have  heard  advanced 
on  this  floor.  There  is  a  Judicial  power  which 
will  sit  in  judgment  upon  our  acts ;  but  to  cali 
upon  the  people  to  resist  the  law,  was  a  doctrine 
big  with  mischief.  If  a  law  be  unconstitutionaii 
the  Judges  will  refuse  to  execute  it. 

If  this  pow»  was  not  given  to  the  President,  as 
enemy  might  even  import  an  army,  and  €k)vern- 
ment  might  be  told,  they  could  not  remove  them 
until  they  had  received  a  leffal  trial. 

Mr.  Otis  said,  it  could  not  be  expected  or 
thouffht  necessary,  in  this  stage  of  the  btll,  Uiat  he 
should  attempt  a  full  and  methodical  reply  to  a 
speech  of  such  great  and  evident  preparation  as 
that  of  the  ^tleman  from  New  York— certainly 
his  observations,  however,  should  not  be  permit- 
ted to  pass  without  a  few  remarks. 

Mr.  O.  congratulated  the  House  upon  the  re* 
turn  of  that  gentleman  after  so  long  an  absence 
from  his  duty,  and  on  the  advantages  to  be  expects 
ed  from  his  talents  and  eloquence.  The  pLeasme 
which  he  derived  from  this  circumstance,  on  the 
present  occasion,  would  have  been  more  aineere, 
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if  the  ffentlemao  had  taken  the  trouble  to  make 
hims^  acquainted  with  the  proceedings  of  the 
House  in  the  former  stages  ot  the  bill ;  it  would 
haresaved  himself  the  fatigue,  and  his  hearers  from 
the  impatience  of  repeating  and  listening  to  ^xext 
.ments  that  had  been  previously  exhausted.  After 
so  lone  an  interval  of  repose,  this  skirmishing, 
upon  old  ground  might  be  sport  to  him,  but  it  was 
almost  death  to  some  of  his  hearers. 

The  gentleman  had  rallied  his  friend  from  South 
Carolina,  in  a  very  pleasant  vein,  on  th«  subject 
of  the  clue  to  which,  some  days  ago,  his  friend 
had  alluded,  and  he  had  himself  made  a  classical 
allusion  to  the  fable  of  the  Minotaur ;  to  do  jus- 
tice to  the  gentleman,  he  disdained  the  assistance 
of  a  eloe  in  his  pursuit  of  the  object  which  he 
meant  to  encounter ;  he  valiantly  seized  the ''  bull 
by  the  horns,"  and  endeavored,  by  one  bold  effort, 
to  overturn  a  decision  which  had  already  been 
sanctioned  by  large  majorities  in  both  Houses. 
He  did  not  believe  that  victory  would  declare  for 
the  gentleman,  but  thought  he  was  lost  in  a  laby- 
rinth of  errors. 

The  gentleman  complains  most  piteousiy  of  the 
conduct  of  the  House,  in  undertaking  to  legislate, 
without  evidence,  upon  the  question  before  them, 
and  implores  them  not  to  make  a  breach  in  the 
Constitution  upon  mere  surmises,  and  vociferates 
for  the  eTidence  of  plots  and  oonspiraoies  against 
the  Qovernment. 

Mr.  O.  never  understood  that  it  was  necessary 
to  examine  witnesses  in  the  ordinary  course  of 
legislation,  and  the  gentleman  should  recollect 
timt,  in  these  cases,  the  full  evidence  does  not  ap- 
pear until  the  explosion ;  the  proof  consists  in  the 
catastrophe,  and  when  the  enemy  is  in  possession 
of  the  citadel,  it  is  too  late  to  inquire  by  what 
means  the  mine  was  sprung.  But,  if  the  gentle- 
man is  still  clamorous  for  evidence,  let  him  look, 
said  he,  at  the  "  Ruins  of  Empires  f  let  him  recol- 
lect the  literati  and  journalists,  the  agents,  official 
and  unofficial,  that  have  been  in  this  country. 
Who,  said  he,  is  the  present  Minister  of  Foreign 
Affairs  in  France  ?  Has  he  not  made  the  tour  of 
this  Continent ;  has  he  not  been  naturalized  un- 
4er  our  laws,  received,  cherished,  and  domesticated 
in  our  families  ?  ,  Have  not  the  French,  hereto- 
fore, pushed  their  intrigues  into  some  of  the  first 
offices  of  our  Qovemmfint  ?  Do  not  our  bad  citi- 
zens cOTrespond  with  the  agents  of  the  Direelory, 
and  does  not  that  Directoify  boast  of  its  diplomatic 
means,  and,  of  course,  calculate  on  inaividuals 
here  to  give  efficiency  to  those  means  ?  Are  not, 
in  short,  he  said,  the  victories  of  France,  her  influ- 
^e&ce,  and  facility  in  revolution-making,  to  be  im- 
puted to  the  system  of  espionage  which  she  has 
ao  well  digested,  rather  than  to  any  other  cause  ? 
Most  undoubtedly  they  were,  or  history  was  un- 
faithful, and  the  concurrent  testimony  of  thou- 
sands and  the  evidence  of  the  senses  were  unwor- 
thy of  trust* 

Further  than  this,  if  the  gentleman  insist^ 
opon  evidence  of  seditious  dispositions  in  our  coun- 
try, he  would  refer  him  to  his  own  speech  which 
he  had  lost  uttered.  That  gentleman  had  just 
d  op  the  duty  of  insurrection  in  his  place ; 
5th  CoH.— 64 


he  had  called  upon  the  people  to  resist  the  laws. 
Never  had  he  expected  to  hear  this  French  doc- 
trine enforced  as  orthod^ox  upon  that  floor.  He 
could  hardly  believe  his  own  ears.  Good  God ! 
exclaimed  he,  what  society  has  that  gehtleman 
frequented  ?  what  books  has  he  read  ?  He  could 
not  believe  that  the  gentleman  was  himself  ready 
to  resist  the  laws  or  join  in  an  iosurrection.  Thesp 
were  not  his  own  principles ;  they  were,  however, 
evidence  of  the  contagion  of  the  French  mania. 
When  a  mind  like  that  of  the  gentleman  is  so  ear 
sily  infected,  no  better  evidence  need  be  required 
of  the  necessity  of  purifying  the  country  from,  the 
sources  of  pollution. 

When  the  gentleman  condescended  to  favor  the 
House  with  something  like  argument,  he  endea- 
vored to  prove  that  the  present  bill,  by  accunm^ 
lating  the  Leffblative  and  Judicial  powers  into 
the  hands  of  the  Executive,  militated  against  the 
Constitution,  which  has  provided  for  the  sepaiar 
tion  of  those  departments ;  that,  by  this  bil^  the 
President  would  be  la^y-giver.  judffe,  and  jury, 
and  that  inoffensive  men  mignt  be  banished  for 
crimes  of  which  they  were  innocent,  by  laws  or 
upon  charges  of  which  they  were  ignorant.  la 
the  whole  scope  of  this  argument  the  ffentlemam 
proceeds  upon  the  very  erroneous  hypothesis,  that 
aliens  are  parties  to  our  Constitution,  that  it  was 
made  for  their  benefit  as  well  as  our  own.  aad 
that  they  may  claim  equal  rights  and  privileges 
with  our  own  citizens.  But,  upon  reading  the 
Constitution,  be  found  that  "  we,  the  people  of  the 
United  States,"  were  the  only  parties  concerned 
in  makinff  that  instrument.  He  found  nothing 
in  it  whi<m  bound  us  to  fraternize  with  the  whole 
world.  On  the  contrary,  the  power  was  exprese- 
If  given  to  Congress  to  aecide  on  what  terms  for- 
eu^ers  should  Mcome  entitled  .to  the  inmiunitieB 
ofcitizens ;  until  they  are  thus  entitled  they  cai^ 
not  complain  of  any  breach  of  our  Constitution, 
and  surely  none  can  complain,  in  their  behalf,  m 
what  they  cannot  complain  in  their  own  right,  k 
is  by  thus  conforming  the  rights  of  the  citixen 
with  the  privileges  of  the  stranger,  that  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York,  and  wtei^  who  preceded 
him  on  the  same  sid^  have  made  the  most  falkir- 
cious  inferences.  Tne  difference  between  thedi 
consists  in  this,  that  the  citizens  have  rights  p|ur»- 
mount  to  the  Constitution  and  the  laws ;  but  for- 
eigners engoy  no  rights  except  those  which  are 
derived  from  the  Constitution  and  the  laws.  The 
sovereiffn  authority  of  a  nation  may,  undoubtedly, 
forbid  the  entrance  of  foreigners,  and,  consequeal- 
ly,  prescribe  the  conditions  of  admission,  the  dih 
ration  of  their  residence,  and  even  the  part  of  the 
country  where  they  shall  be  permitted  to  reside. 
This  authority  would  have  belonged  to  the  Na- 
tional Government  as  incidental  to  the  power  of 
regukunff  conunerce,  and  of  making  war  and  de- 
fending the  country,  in  its  full  extent,  but  for  the 
restriction  imposed  by  the  Constitution,  until  the 
year  I6OS4  and  so  much  of  that  authority  as  ip 
consistent  with  that  restriction,  has  been  actnaUy 
vested  by  the  peofile  in  Congress. 

But  all  these  olgections,  founded  on  the  right  of 
a  trial  by  jury,  and  on  the  desjiotie  nature  of  the 
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power  inteDded  to  be  nested  in  the  Executi?e,  ap- 
ply equally  a^nst  the  authority  of  the  individual 
States  in  relation  to  aliens.  It  would  be  not  less 
despotic  for  a  State  Legislature  to  exercise  this 
power,  6r  to  delegate  it  to  a  Grovernor,  than  it  is 
for  Congress  to  do  the  like — to  the  alien  it  must 
be  the  same  thing.  These  objections,  therefore, 
prove  too  much.  They  divest,  not  only  the  Uni- 
ted States,  but  individual  States,  of  this  control 
over  aliens.  They  deprive  them  all  of  the  wea- 
pons of  retaliation :  there  is  not  a  State  in  Europe 
which  may  not  enforce  these  prohibitions  and  re- 
atrictions  against  our  citizens,  and  we  shall  have 
no  power  to  counteract  them  by  similar  regu- 
lations. 

-  It  had  been  earnestly  contended  that  the  right 
^  trial  by  jury  had  been  extended  by  the  Consti- 
totion  to  all  persons  without  distinction,  to  aliens 
as  well  as  citizens.  To  this  he  might  reply,  that 
-Uie  persons  contemplated  in  that  instrument  were 
those  only  who  were  concerned  in  making  that 
eom|)act — the  people  of. the  United  States;  and 
that  it  was  througn  mere  courtesy  and  humanity 
that  this,  as  well  as  other  advantages,  were  made 
common  to  aliens.  But  if  this  answer  was  not 
conclusive,  he  would  venture  to  make  another. 
Although  the  supreme  authority  of  a  nation  may 
debar  foreigners  from  gaining  a  footing  on  their 
territory,  and  compel  them  to  quit  it,  when  their 
stay  becomes  dangerous;  yet,  if  they  are  permitted 
to  come  and  to  reside,  they  owe  a  temporary  alle- 
giance, which  must  be  reciprocated  by  a  tempo- 
rary  protection.  Being  amenable  to  the  civil  and 
criminal  law,  it  would  be  cruel  to  depri?e  them 
of  its  benefits,  and,  in  our  time,  the  duties  of  hu- 
manity, the  laws  of  hospitality,  and  the  benefits 
«nd  necessities  of  commerce,  are  so  well  under- 
stood, that  no  distinction  is  made  in  the  ordinary 
administration  of  justice  between  men ;  and  the 
advantages  of  trial  and  defence  in  cases  of  crimes 
lictually  committed,  are  common  to  all.  This  is 
not  at  all  inconsistent  with  that  preventive  policy 
which  sometimes  renders  it  necessary  to  dismiss 
-foreigners  from  a  country ;  it  ought  not  to  be  capri- 
ciously or  wantonly  abused  ;  it  could  be  nowhere 
aafer  than  in  the  hands  of  the  President. 

Again,  the  gentleman  from  New  York  had 
«rged  the  danger  of  a  proposition  and  a  law  to 
-authorize  the  President  to  export  slaves,  which 
might  be  justified  on  the  principles  advanced  in 
favor  of  this  bilL  A  gentleman  from  Georgia 
(Mr.  BALnwiN^  had  suffered  the  same  argument 
lo  escape ;  which,  Mr.  O.  said,  he  did  not  remark 

T^  at  the  time,  as  he  thought  it  a  mere  flight 
fancy,  and,  as  the  gentleman  from  Georgia 
osoallv  confines  himself  to  sober  reasoning,  lie 
-thought  it  unfair  to  notice  this  casual  deviation 
ttook  his  accustomed  path.  He  would,  however, 
inform  the^ntleman  from  New  York,  that  slaves 
were  not  citizens,  nor  aliens,  they  were  property. 
Citizens,  they  most  certainly  were  not— they  were 
not  free  ana  equal,  they  could  not  elect  or  be 
elected  to  any  office^  and  they  paid  no  taxes ;  nei- 
ther were  they  aliens — they  owe  no  allegiance  to 
any  foreign  country ;  they  are  protected  by  no  for- 
eign Prince  I  they  are  merely  property,  whkh  it 


was  the  shame  and  misfortune  of  the  country  to 
possess,  but  which  the  Grovernment  could  not 
touch  or  invade. 

But  it  is  also  said,  that  we  have  given  invita- 
tions to  foreigners  to  come  among  us,  and  made 
stipulations  which  we  are  about  to  violate.  Mr.  O. 
contended,  that  no  contract  made  with  foreigners 
could  outweigh,  in  point  of  obligation,  the  con- 
tract which  we  had  made  with  each  other  to  pre- 
serve our  Gkrvemment.  He  also  denied  the  exist- 
ence of  such  a  contract.  All  our  laws  on  the 
subject  of  naturalization  required  a  pobattonary 
term  of  residence ;  this  was  with  a  view  to  aaen- 
tain  their  merits  and  qualifications,  and  if  within 
that  time  they  became  dangerous  to  the  puUic 
safety,  they  could  not  esteem  it  a  hardship  to  be 
sent  away. 

Gentlemen  contend  that  large  capitals  wiU 
vanish  before  the  terrors  of  this  bill,  and  that  no 
saving  clause  can  quiet  the  ^rms  of  the  rich 
foreigners  who  have  brought  their  wealth  into 
our  country.  Mr.  O.  believed  that  it  was  not  the 
bill  which  created  alarm,  but  the  arguments  of  its 
opposers.  They  were  the  terrorists  who  create 
alarms,  and  who  move  all  the  engines  of  the  pas- 
sions to  carry  their  purposes.  Every  man  vdio 
could  read  tne  bill  would  see  that  his  property 
was  not  affected. 

Mr.  O.  said,  he  would  finish  his  remarks,  with 
noticing  another  objection  of  the  gentleman  from 
New  York,  who  feared  the-effect  of  the  proposed 
measure  in  raising  and  augmenting  a  host  of 
spies,  delators,  and  informers ;  he  c^culated  on 
the  very  contrary  effect,  and  that  it  would  drive 
men  of  those  professions  from  the  country  ;  but, 
if  there  must  bespies^  he  should  prefer  the  encour- 
agement of  citizen  spies  upon  foreigners,  to  foreign 
spies  upon  citizens  ;,the  viffilance  that  was  exert- 
ed to  save  the  nation,  to  that  which  was  awake 
for  its  destruction.  It  was  a  mean  trade  at  best; 
but  in  the  hands  of  strangers  it  was  mean  and 
dangerous. 

He  sat  down,  with  observing,  that  the  gentle- 
man had  made  other  observations,  to  which  it 
was  needless  to  reply,  many  of  them  having  been 
repeated  on  former  occasions,  and  others  being 
equally  applicable  to  almost  any  other  question  as 
to  that  before  the  House. 

Mr.  Livingston  said,  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts  had  said  he  had  "  taken  the  bull  by  the 
horns,"  if  so^  he  was  obliged  to  that  furious  ani- 
mal for  having  done  him  so  little  injury. 

Mr.  L.  said  he  would  take  notice  of  one  of  his 
remarks  with  respect  to  citizens.  He  (Mr.  L.) 
had  stated  that  tne  same  provision  which  was 
made  against  aliens,  might,  if  it  was  carried,  be 
made  against  citizens  also,  and  that  there  is  no 
greater  security  for  them  than  aliens.  This  ob- 
servation was  founded  in  good  argument.  What 
does  the  Ck>nstitution  say  7  All  crimes  ajfainst 
the  United  States  shall  be  tried  by  jury,  without 
making  any  distinction  between  citizens  and  aliens. 
But  gentlemen  say  this  is  no  crime ;  and^  if  so, 
then  the  provision  may  be  made  against  citizens 
as  well  as  aliens.  It  is  either  a  crime  or  no  crime ; 
if  it  be  a  crime,  then  the  Constitution  has  anid 
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that  bo^h  aliens  and  citizens  shall  be  tried  by  jury ; 
but  if  an  alien  is  to  be  sent  out  of  the  country  for 
no  crimej  a  citizen  may  be  sent  out  in  the  same 
way.  as  there  is  no  declaration  in  the  Constitu- 
tion, saying  that  citizens  shall  not  be  sent  out  of 
the  country  for  sedition.  But,  it  is  said,  the  Pres- 
ident will  not  abuse  this  power ;  that  the  Kinc^  of 
Great  Britain  never  sent  more  than  three  or  four 
persons  out  of  the  country  under  the  alien  bill  of 
that  country,  and  that  our  President  will  not  be 
likely  to  make  more  use  of  the  power  than  the 
King  has  done.  Away,saidMr.  L^  with  that  liber- 
ty which  han^  upon  chance !  He  would  disdain 
to  enjoy  the  liberty  which  depended  upon  the  will 
of  one  man.  and  he  should  be  ashamed  of  any  man 
who  woulu  consent  thus  to  bold  it. 

Mr.  McDowell  said,  as  he  considered  this  bill 
as  a  violation  of  the  Constitution,  he  must  be  per- 
mitted to  make  some  remarks  upon  it.  He  uad 
IRtended  to  all  the  arguments  in  support  of  the 
bill,  but  none,  in  his  mind,  had  tended  to  prove 
that  it  is  not  an  unconstitutional  act. 

Leaving  the  Constitutional  ground,  upon  which 
he  thouffht  sufficient  had  been  said,  ne  would 
make  a  few  remarks  on  the  policy  of  the  mea5ure, 
if  it  were  not  a  violation  of  tbe  Constitution.  Why 
will  gentlemen  put  it  in  the  power  of  the  President 
to  banish  any  man  or  set  of  men  from  the  coun- 
try, whom  we  have  invited  to  come  among  us, 
and  who  have  brouffbt  with  them  their  families, 
under  our  lawj,  with  the  intention  of  becoming 
citizens  of  the  country  ?  From  a  strong  aversion 
which  at  pres€;nt  exists  against  France  and  French- 
men, men  who  would  neither  be  guilty  of  treason 
or  sedition,  would  probably  be  reported  against, 
and  the  President,  who  will  have  to  rely  upon  the 
information  whicn  he  receives  beiiu[  correct,  vvill 
banish  them  the  country.  Let  genUemen  reflect 
how  many  men  of  this  description  have  brought 
considerable  wealth  into  the  country,  and  whose 
abilities  and  industry  might  be  of  considerable 
service  to  it.  It  is  well  known  that  people  are 
wanting  in  many  parts  of  the  United  States ;  and 
under  this  impression,  it  had  been  that  induce- 
ments had  heretofore  been  held  out  to  emigration ; 
but  we  are  now  about  to  pass  a  law  declaring  that 
they  shall  not  be  protected  equally  with  our  own 
citizens,  but,  on  bare  suspicion,  be  banished  from 
the  country,  from  their  families,  and  from  every- 
thing tbey  hold  dear  in  life. 

Mr.  McD.  said,  he  should  be  as  willing  as  any 
g-entleman  on  this  floor,  if  any  spies  or  foreign 
agents  could  be  pointed  out  to  pass  a  law  which 
should  reach  and  punish  tnem  in  proportion  to 
their  crimes,  after  defining  the  crime  and  the  pun- 
ishment. But  this,  it  is  said,  would  not  be  suffi- 
cient ;  they  must  be  sent  off,  as  if  there  would  not 
be  as  much  security  from  an  imprisonment  of 
them,  as  from  banishment. 

The  gentlemen  from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  Har- 
per) and  from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Thatcher) 
had  spoken  of  secret  plots  and  conspiracies  carry- 
ing on  in  this  country,  which  they  promised  to 
trace  and  probe  to  the  bottom.  He  was  happy  to 
hear  this,  and  hoped  thev  would  not  forget  they 
had  engaged  to  do  so.    The  gentleman  from  Mas- 


sachusetts said,  there  was  a  French  press  here, 
and  that  a  dang^erous  correspondeAce  was  carried 
on  between  citizens  of  this  country  and  France. 
He  wished^  if  it  were  so,  that  it  should  be  ascertain- 
ed ;  but  if  It  had  been  true^  he  believed  we  should 
have  had  further  information  on  this  subject.  He 
believed  the  whole  founded  in  that  spirit  of  alarm 
which  had  been  so  long  kept  up,  and  that  this 
story  was  trumped  up  for  tbe  purpose  of  assisting 
the  passage  of  toLs  bill.  [The  Speaker  reminded 
Mr.  McD.  of  the  question.^  The  apprehension 
which  the  most  innocent  aliens  must  have  upon 
their  minds,  that  they  may  one  day  be  sent  off 
through  the  malevolence  of  some  informer  or  ma- 
licious person,  had  been  so  well  expressed  by  the 
ffentleman  from  Delaware^  when  the  subject  was 
formerly  under  consideration,  that  he  would  add 
nothing  to  it. 

As  to  the  practice  of  other  Grdvemments,  to 
which  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  has 
called  the  attention  of  the  House ;  if  they  have 
been  unfortunate,  and  got  themselves  into  difficul- 
ties, that  is  no  rule  why  we  should  be  in  any  other 
way  influenced  by  them^  than  suffering  them  to 
caution  us  against  pursuing  the  course  which  had 
produced  those  mbchiefs. 

Mr.  Champlin  began  to  notice  something  which 
had  fallen  from  the  gentleman  from  New  York, 
by  charging  him  with  a  derangement  of  intellect; 
but  he  was  called  to  order,  and  sat  down. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  said,  he  meant  to  vote  against 
this  bill.  He  had  the  strongest  possible  reasons 
against  it.  He  believed  to  vote  for  it,  would  be  a 
breach  of  that  oath  which  he  had  taken  to  sup- 
port the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  as  he 
believed  it  to  be  in  direct  contradiction  to  tne  let- 
ter of  the  Constitution.  His  conscience  was  his 
guide  on  this  occasion ;  the  consciences  of  other 
gentlemen  would  direct  them. 

Let  any  man,  said  Mr.  S.,  look  into  the  Annual 
Register  of  Great  Britain,  and  notice  the  pro- 
ceedings of  that  country  at  the  commencement  of 
the  French  Revolution,  and  he  will  be  astoiiished 
to  see  the  similarity  of  our  measures  to  those  taken 
in  that  country  at  tbat  period.  Every  day  some 
new  alarm  was  created,  and  by  d^ees  the  coun- 
try was  involved  in  war.  Admitting  this  was 
wise  conduct  in  Great  Britain  (which  he  was  far 
from  doing)  what  was  wise  in  their  situation 
would  not  apply  to  ours.  •  The  powers  of  our  gen- 
eral Government  are  checked  by  State  rights. 
The  Slate  Governments  have  reserved  to  them- 
selves the  power  of  regulating  what  relates  to 
emigrants.  The  Legislature  of  his  State  (oi 
which  he  was  a  member)  gave  every  encourage- 
ment to  emigration.  Everv  man  who  has  resided 
in  that  State  one  year,  and  uken  the  oath  of  al- 
legiance, is  entitled  to  all  the  rights  and  privi- 
leges of  a  native  born  citizen.  Many  laws  in 
tbat  State  have  been  passed  for  the  express  en- 
couragement of  emigration.  Indeed  foreigners 
are  allowed  to  own  property  in  the  city  of  Wash- 
ington, if  they  are  neither  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  nor  or  any  State.  Owing  to  the  encour- 
agement held  out  to  emigrants  by  the  State  of 
Maryland,  that  Sute  contains  a^gseat  number  of 
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forei^ers.  Indeed,  to  do  anythioff  which  should 
imp^e  emigration,  would  be  illy  received  by 
many  of  the  States.  It  would  be  recollected  that 
it  was  one  of  our  complaints  against  Great  Brit- 
ain, in  our  Declaration  of  Independence,  that  she 
had  taken  pains  to  prevent  emigration  to  some  of 
the  States;  and  those  States,  whose  population  is 
thin,  got  the  article  introduced  into  tne  Constitu- 
tion to  preserve  the  free  emigration  of  forei£;ners, 
and  in  consequence  of  this,  man^  of  the  inhabit- 
ants of  the  old  European  countries  have  sought 
an  asylum  from  the  oppressions  of  those  (Govern  • 
ments  in  this  country,  where  thev  expected  to  en- 
joy perfect  freedom.  Many  of  them  have  come 
to  different  parts  of  the  Union ;  but,  in  many  in- 
stancesj  they  have  not  thought  it  necessary  to  be- 
come citizens.  Scarcely  any  of  the  emigrants  in 
Maryland(who  are  mostly  Grermans)have  become 
citizens ;  and  he  believed  Pennsylvania  was  in  a 
similar  situation.  They  have  been  naturalized  in 
the  State,  but  have  not  known  the  necessity  of 
becoming  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and  these 
|)eople  would  all  of  them  be  liable  to  the  opera- 
tion of  this  law,  for  this  law  is  not  against  French 
emigrants,  because  he  did  not  expect  a  month 
would  pass,  before  they  would  become  alien  ene- 
mies, and  fall  within  the  operations  of  another 
bill.  This  law  would  fall  upon  German,  English, 
and  Irish  emigrants.  And  shall  we,  said  he,  sub- 
ject these  persons  who  are  come  here  with  a  view 
of  becoming  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and 
who  generally  become  very  useful  citizens,  to  be 
sent  out  of  the  country,  without  trial,  on  the  in- 
formation of  any  evil  disposed  person,  though 
they  may  have  been  in  the  country  for  four  years 
past? 

In  Venice,  UDder  the  old  €k)vemment,  a  man 
who  spoke  a  single  word  against  the  GKivernment, 
was  taken  up  and  never  heard  of  again.  He  had 
himself  been  in  a  counting-house  there,  and  ob- 
served that  when  a  foreign  Minister's  footman 
came  jnto  the  room,  everybody  left  it,  for  fear  of 
being  thought  to  be  eonnected  with  the  Minister. 

This  bill  was  one  step  towards  such  a  sit- 
uation. How,  exclaimed  Mr .  S.,  did  we  go 
through  our  Revolution  ?  Not  by  passing  such 
laws  as  these,  but  by  the  united  and  determined 
spirit  of  the  people ;  and  surely  foreign  influence 
was  much  more  to  be  dreaded  at  that  time  than  at 
present ;  at  that  time  a  great  part  of  our  people 
were  in  favor  of  the  old  government  We  know 
that  there  were  then  traitors ;  but  we  also  know, 
too,  that  they  were  more  frequentlv  found  among 
native  Americans  than  amonft  foreigners.  He 
believed  no  instance  could  be  tound  in  which  an 
alien  had  disgraced  himself  in  the  situation  in 
w^ich  he  was  employed.  He  thought,  therefore, 
from  past  experience  of  the  faithfulness  of  for- 
eigners, we  ought  not  now,  all  at  once,  pass  laws 
which  will  bear  so  hard  upon  them. 

Mr.  Harper  was  sensime  that  discussions  ei- 
ther for  or  against  a  measure,  which  has  already 
received  the  sanction  of  a  public  body,  are  not 
useful  in  determining  or  changing  the  opinion  of 
the  body  who  has  given  it  this  sanction.  But 
when  this  measure  is  represented  as  mischievous, 


and  attempts  are  made  to  excite  discontent  at, 
and  produce  resistance  against  it,  he  held  it  to  be 
the  duty  of  those  who  thought  well  of  it,  to  state 
the  reasons  upon  which  it  is  founded. 

He  said  produce  re&istance ;  because  if  he  nn- 
derstood  the  observation  of  the  gentleman  fnnn 
New  York,  he  said  the  people  and  the  individual 
States  would  resist,  ought  to  resist,  and  he  hoped 
they  would  resist  this  law,  if  it  passed  ;  and  since 
gentlemen  choose  to  speak  of  the  similarity  which 
exists  between  this  country  and  another,  he  would 
say  that  the  declaration  of  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  became  the  more  alarming,  since  when 
opposition  was  vainly  opposed  to  the  passage  of  a 
law  of  this  kind  in  the  British  Parliament,  re- 
course was  had  by  certain  persons  to  stir  up  the 
Eeople  to  resist  it  by  force.  Since  this  idea  had 
een  held  forth,  he  deemed  it  to  be  his  duty  to 
take  off^  as  far  as  he  was  able,  the  misconcepticm 
which  had  been  put  upon  this  measure.  * 

It  had  been  said,  in  the  course  of  the  debate  on 
this  bill,  that  this  measure  and  others  bore  a  strong 
resemblance  to,  and  are  to  be  considered  in  no 
other  light  than  as  a  servile  imitation  of  certain 
measures  taken  by  another  countrv.  And  was 
there  nothing,  he  asked,  similar  in  tne  situation  of 
the  two  countries  7  They  were  equally  threat- 
ened by  a  formidable  foe,  professing  to  rely  upon 
an  internal  support  in  each  country.  Was  there 
anything  extraordinary,  then,  that  the  measures 
taken  in  the  two  countries  are  in  some  degree 
alike  ?  To  his  mind  it  only  proves  that  the  per- 
sons entrusted  with  the  management  of  the  Gov- 
ernment in  both  countries  have  vigor  and  sense 
enough  to  discover  the  danger,  and  courage  to  re- 
sist it.  He  wished  to  imitate  the  conduct  of  that 
Government  in  this  respect ;  and  he  could  qp  fur- 
ther and  say  he  wished  the  measures  taken  in  this 
country  might  be  really  succe^ful  in  effecting 
their  object,  and  equally  resist  our  external  ene- 
mies and  domestic  traitors  ?  If  so,  he  should  feel 
satisfied  in  having  taken  them. 

An  allusion  had  been  made  to  some  observa- 
tions  which  fell  from  him  some  days  a^o ;  but  the 
ffentleman  who  made  them  had  certainly  misun- 
derstood him.  It  was  true  that  he  had  said,  and 
he  repeated  it,  that  he  believed  there  existed  a 
domestic — what,  said  he.  shall  I  call  it? — a  con- 
spiracy, a  faction  leagued  with  a  foreign  Power 
to  effect  a  revolution  or  a  subjugation  of  this 
country,  by  the  arms  of  that  foreitp  Power.  He 
believed,  however,  that  these  ill-disposed  persons 
are  few ;  and  he  believed  that  the  great  bbdv  of 
the  people  on  whom  they  relied  for  support,  when 
these  persons  and  their  views  are  made  known, 
would  abandon  them  with  disgrace;  but,  until 
they  are  made  known,  they  may  deceive  the  peo- 
ple by  their  insidious  designs.  Having  declared 
that  be  believed  this,  he  added  further,  that  some 
facts  had  lately  occurred,  which  he  trusted  would 
furnish  a  clue  by  which  the  whole  might  be  de- 
veloped. These  facts,  he  said,  had  given  him  cer- 
tain threads  which  he  should  pursue  with  the  hope 
of  their  leading  him  to  some  certain  conclusion. 
If  they  should  convince  him  that  no  such  design 
exists,  he  should  be  glad  of  it  ;Amt  fHiile  jhe  £d 
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believe  that  this  design  has  existence,  he  must 
hope,  for  the  ffood  of  liis  country,  that  it  may  he 
deyelnped,  and  that  the  projectors,  and  those  con- 
cerned in  it,  may  be  brought  to  punishment. 

This  bill,  Mr.  H.  said,  had  been  declared  uncon- 
stitutional on  a  variety  of  grounds.  It  has  been 
said  to  interfere  with  the  rights  of  States,  to  ad- 
mit of  what  emigration  they  thought  proper.  He 
did  not  think  it  necessary  to  answer  this  argu- 
ment. It  had  been  so  completely  scouted,  that 
nothing  but  the  gentleman  from  New  York  hav- 
ing been  absent  at  the  time,  could  have  brought 
that  objection  affain  before  the  House.  .  It  had 
<;ompIetely  fled  before  the  light  thrown  upon  it. 
But  a  drowning  man  will, catch  at  a  straw,  and 
there  is  no  resource,  however  feeble,  which  gen- 
tlemen will  not  have  recourse  to,  when  they  are 
extremely  afraid  of  a  measure. 

The  gentleman  from  New  York  has  said  that 
this  bill  will  lay  prostrate  the  rights  of  citizens, 
though  he  cannot  say  that  it  really  applies  to  them 
at  all.  [Mr.  Livingston  said  he  did  not  say  that 
this  bill  applied  to  citizens,  but  that  the  same  prin- 
-ciples  which  produced  this  bill  would  lead  to  the 
adoptiofn  of  a  similar  one  with  respect  to  citizens, 
as  all  theprovisions  in  the  Constitution  in  relation  to 
trial  by  jury,  have  reference  to  aliens  as  well  as 
citizens.]  Mr.  H.  said  he  had  thus  understood  the 
g:entleman.  But  what,  he  asked,  would  prevent  a 
similar  bill  being  brought  in  with  respect  to  citi- 
-zens?  A  sense  of  right — the  Constitution  and 
laws  of  the  country.  What,  said  he,  prevents  me 
from  cutting  the  throat  of  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  f  The  laws  of  Grod  and  of  my  coun- 
try. In  the  same  way  should  I  be  prevented  from 
bringing  in  a  bill  of  this  kind  against  citizens.  He 
ovimed  citizens  might  be  more  dangerous  to  the 
peace  and  safety  of  the  country  than  aliens,  be- 
cause they  cannot  be  so  easily  restricted.  But 
these  mischiefs  are  only  to  be  guarded  against  by 
laws  against  seditious  practices,  which  must  be 
passed  for  the  purpose.  It  would  have  been  time 
enough  for  the  gentleman  from  New  York  to  have 
brought  forward  a  great  part  of  his  speech,  when 
it  had  been  proposed  to  send  citizens  into  banish- 
ment. Mr.  H.  knew  there  were  gentlemen  who 
wished  to  restrain  citizens  in  their  seditious  prac- 
tices, and  he  was  one  of  them,  not  by  sending 
them  into  banishment,  but  by  enacting  laws  which 
^hall  bring  them  to  legal  punishment.  It  would 
i>e  recollected,  he  said,  that  a  bill  of  this  kind  had 
been  before  the  House,  and  that  it  had  been  re- 
eommitted.  becao^  its  provisions  were  |iot  suffi- 
ciently dennite.  Is  this  an  indication  that  we 
mean  to  proceed  against  citizens  in  the  way  now 
ptoposed  against  aliens  ?  Certainly  not,  but  the 
contrary. 

Bat  it  was  said  that  this  bill  is  contrary  to  the 
iflpirit  of  this  and  every  tree  €k>vernment.  He 
^should  be  ^lad  to  know  what  Government  ever 
existed  which  has  not  claimed  a  power  of  this 
kind?  What  body  politic,  indeed,  could  exist 
without  a  power  oi  this  kind  1  The  gentleman 
Jtwn  Maryland  has  informed  the  House  that  many 
foreigners  in  his  State  have  been  made  citizens  of 
the  State,  but  who  are  not  citizens  of  the  United 


States ;  but  if  they  are  citizens  of  the  State,  they 
cannot  be  operated  upon  by  this  bill ;  and  whether 
they  are,  or  are  not  citizens,  will  be  determined 
by  the  Judiciary  power. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  understood  that  this  law  would 
operate  upon  the  citizens  of  a  State  who  are  not 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  as  though  they  were 
aliens. 

Mr.  Harper  did  not  understand  the  distinction 
between  citizens  of  a  State  and  of  the  United 
States.  He  believed  that  all  persons  who  are 
citizens  of  a  State  are  also  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  and  of  course  exempt  from  the  operation 
of  this  bill.  Every  man  seized  under  this  law, 
will  have  a  right  to  sue  out  a  writ  of  habeas  cor^ 
pus,  and  if  it  appear  that  he  is  a  citizen,  he  must 
be  discharged.     With  respect  to  persons  who  have 

given  notice  of  their  intention  to  become  citizens, 
ut  have  not  been  here  a  sufficient  length  of  time 
to  entide  them  to  citizenship,  no  provision  can  be 
made  in  favor  of  them,  as  thev  are  as  likely  to  be 
hostile  to  the  Gbvernment  ot  the  United  States 
as  those  aliens  who  have  given  no  such  notice. 

This  bill,  said  Mr.  H.,  will  not  alarm  ^ood  and 
well  disposed  aliens.  Nothing  is  here  said  of  con- 
fiscation. They  will  say,  ^  we  do  not  apprehend 
any  law  against  persons  for  treasonable  or  sedi- 
tious designs^  because  we  have  none  such.  These 
laws  will  affect  only  persons  whom  we  have  as 
much  reason  to  fear  as  the  Government."  It  will, 
therefore,  only  be  your  mischievous,  designinjg 
persons,  who  are  conscious  of  falling  under  this 
law,  who  will  be  alarmed,  for  thev  will  be  aware 
that  their  designs  will  be  defeated^  and  that  they 
will  be  driven  from  the  country  with  disgrace. 

Mr.  Harper  vras  interrupted  by  a  Message  from 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  enclosing  the 
last  letter  from  Mr.  Qenv,  with  the  other  papers 
brought  by  General  Marshall ;  which  having  been 
read,  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  Speaker  having  called  upon  Mr.  Harper 
to  proceed,  he  said  he  had  finishecl  what  he  meant 
to  say. 

Mr.  Qallatin  said,  when  he  objected,  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  to  the  first  section  of  this 
bill,  he  confined  his  observations  to  the  Constitu- 
tional question.  Believing  the  measure,  as  he  did, 
to  be  clearly  unconstitutional,  he  did  not  think  it 
necessary  to  say  anything  with  respect  to  its 
expediency. 

Gentlemen,  Mr.  G.  said,  had  altogether  abaar 
doned  the  two  clauses  of  the  Constitution  whioh 
they  had  produced  to  show  this  bill  to  be  Consti- 
tutional. New  ground  has  been  attempted,  and 
new  arguments  have  been  drawn,  either  from 
other  parts  of  the  Constitution,  or  from  the  neces- 
sity of  the  case.  The  pow^  of  making  war 
which  had  been  resorted  to,  as  implying  that  con- 
tended for  bv  the  bill,  had  as  little  connexion  with 
removing  ot  aliens,  as  it  had  with  the  removing 
of  citizens;  and  this  was  a  law  that  must  be  car- 
ried into  effect  in  time  of  peace  as  well  as  -w^m. 
As  to  any  reasons  drawn  from  the  necessity  of  the 
case,  they  exclude  all  Constitutional  provisions. 
This  is  the  amount  of  the  whole  aigumeftt.    It  is 
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Decessary  for  such  a  power  to  exist,  and  therefore 
it  does  exist. 

With  respect  to  the  expediency  of  the  measure, 
some  fi^entlemen  tell  us  that  great  danger  exists  ; 
that  mere  is  a  conspiracy  in  the  country,  which, 
if  not  suppressed,  will  overturn  the  Grovernment, 
and  inyolre  the  country  in  ruin  and  submission 
to  a  foreign  yoke.  We  must  believe  that  these 
are  their  sentiments;  but  until  we  know  upon 
what  ground  they  entertain  thl^  alarming  opinion, 
we  cannot  make  any  objection  to  it.  So  far  as 
he  could  learn,  this  fear  arose  more  from  what 
bad  taken  place  in  other  countries  than  from  any 
existing  danger  at  present  in  our  own.  But,  in 
reasoning  from  analogy,  it  is  not  enough  to  say 
that  because  such  events  have  happened  m  another 
country,  they  will  also  take  place  here.  The  rela- 
tive situation  of  the  different  countries  must  also 
be  attended  to.  What  is,  then,  the  real  meaning 
of  the  frequent  appeals  of  some  gentlemen  to  the 
fate  of  Holland  and  Switzerland  7  In  the  first 
place,  they  are  not  connected  with  the  present 
Dill ;  for  no  one  could  be  so  i^orant,  on  this  floor, 
as /to  assert  that  the  Revolution  in  either  of  these 
two  countries  was  produced  by  alien  friends  re- 
siding therein.  In  both  it  was  carried  partly  hj 
an  invading  enemy,  and  partly  by  their  own  citi- 
zens. The  bill  now  under  consideration  did  not 
apply  to  aliens  as  enemies ;  there  was  another  bill 
berore  the  House  relative  to  alien  enemies,  to 
which,  such  as  it  had  been  now  modelled,  he  had 
no  objection.    But  gentlemen  seemed  to  have  for- 

SKten  altogether,  that  a  similar  revolution  to  the 
St  Dutch  one,  to  wit,  the  expulsion  of  the  Stadt- 
holder,  had  been  effected  by  the  people  of  Holland 
themselves  several  years  aso,  and  that  the  Stadt- 
holder  had  been  forced  back  upon  them  by  a  for- 
eign Power,  Prussia ;  therefore,  it  was  ascertained 
that  a  majority  of  the  people  of  Holland  were 
opposed  to  their  former  form  of  Government. 
And  gentlemen  seemed  also  to  have  forgotten, 
that  Switzerland  was  under  the  dominion  of  four 
or  five  Patrician  families,  and  the  bulk  of  the  peo- 
ple merely  subjects.  Did  those  gentlemen,  when 
they  spoke  of  the  revolutions  of  those  two  coun- 
tries, mean  to  insinuate  that  our  Grovemment  was 
similar  to  the  aristocracy  of  either  of  them,  and 
liable,  like  them,  to  be  overturned  by  the  people 
themselves  7  Did  they  mean  to  insinuate  that  a 
majority  of  the  American  people  were,  like  a 
majority  of  the  people  of  Holland,  disposed  to 
overthrow  their  Constitution  ?  Was  it  not  evi- 
dent that  those  gentlemen  either  suffered  them- 
selves to  be  led  away  by  imaginary  fears,  or  wished 
to  improve  the  temporary  sSarm  they  nad  them- 
selves created,  for  the  purpose  of  assuming  and 
exercising  arbitrary  power  over  a  few  obnoxious 
persons  ?  Let  it  be  remembered  that  this  bill  is 
avowedly  to  be  followed  by  a  strong  sedition  bill. 
Let  it  be  remembered,  that  at  no  time  were  exhi- 
bited stronger  symptoms  of  approbation  of  the 
measures  of  Administration  than  at  present ;  and 
let  these  gentlemen  draw,  if  they  can,  any  argu- 
ment from  similar  measures  adopted  in  Great  Bri- 
tain some  years  a^,  where  at  least  some  pretext 
«uf  ht  be  drawn  from  the  proceedings  of  societies 


and  individuals,  who  declared  themselves  friends 
of  a  Parliamentary  reform — that  is  to  say.  friends 
of  a  change  in  the  Constitution — while  nere,  no 
change  in  the  Constitution  was  desired  by  any  set 
of  men,  no  symptoms  of  disaffection  had  appeared 
anywhere,  and  even  the  men  in  Administration, 
totally  distinct  as  Administration  and  Constita- 
tion  were,  seemed  on  the  whole  to  have  gained 
ground. 

Mr.  G.  said,  that  he  this  day  rose  principally  to 
mention  another  objection  to  this  bill  in  respect 
to  the  treaties  which  we  have  formed.  In  the 
alien  enem)r  bill  before  the  House,  he  found  a 
clause  providine^  that  aliens  resident  within  the 
United  States  snail  be  allowed  a  reasonable  time 
fdr  the  disposal  of  their  effects,  dtc.,  ac^reeably  to 
treaty  or  tne  laws  of  nations.  ' Accortun^  to  our 
treaty  with  Holland,  in  case  of  a  war.  it  is  stipu- 
lated that  nine  months  shall  be  granted  to  a  citi- 
zen to  remove  from  the  country ;  that  there  shall 
be  no  arrest  of  their  persons,  but  passports  and 
safe  conduct  shall  be  granted  to  them.  We  have 
also  a  similar  provision  in  our  treaty  with  Swe- 
den, with  this  addition,  that  if  anything  shall  be 
taken  from  a  citizen  of  that  country,  in  such  case, 
entire  satisfaction  shall  be  made ;  but  there  is  a 
still  stronger  case  in  our  treaty  with  Great  Brit- 
ain, the  26th  article  of  which  says,  "  that  if  at  any 
time  a  rupture  should  take  place  between  the  two 
countries,  merchants  and  others  shall  have  the 
privilege  of  remaining  and  continuing  their  trade 
so  long  as  they  behave  peaceably  and  commit  no 
offence  against  the  laws ;  but  in  case  their  conduct 
shall  render  them  suspected,  and  the  respective 
Grovemments  should  tnink  proper  to  order  them 
to  remove,  twelve  months  shall  be  allowed  to 


themj  from  the  publication  of  the  order."  Yet 
the  bill  before  the  House,  though  it  respects  alien 
friends  and  not  alien  enemies,  and  comes  precise- 
ly within  the  contingency  contemplated  by  the 
latter  part  of  that  article  of  the  British  Treaty, 
allows  no  time  for  a  preparation  to  remove,  but  a 
person  is  to  be  sent  off  instantly. 

The  question  was  put  on  the  passage  of  the  bill, 
and  on  the  yeas  and  nays  being  taken,  there  were 
46  votes  for  it  and  40  against  it,  as  follows : 

Tbas — John  Allen,  George  Baer,  jr.,  Bailey  Bartlett, 
James  A.  Bayard,  David  Brooks,  Stephen  Bullodc, 
Christopher  O.  Champlin,  John  Chapman,  James 
Cochran,  Joshua  Coit,  William  Craik,  Samuel  W. 
Dana,  William  Edmond,  Thomas  Evans,  Abiel  Poster, 
Dwight  Poster,  Jonathan  Preeman,  Henry  Glen, 
Channcey  Groodrich,  William  Gordon,  Roger  GriswoM, 
William  Barry  Grove,  Robert  Goodloe  Harper,  William 
Hindman,  Hexekiah  L.  Hoamer,  James  H.  Imlay,  Johm 
Wilkes  Kittera,  Samuel  Lyman,  William  Matthews, 
Lewii  R.  Morris,  Harrison  G.  Otis,  Isaac  Parker,  Johm 
Reed,  John  RuUedge,  jr.,  James  Schureman,  Samoel 
Sewall,  William  Shepard,  Thomas  Sinnickson,  Samuel 
Sitgreaves,  Nathaniel  Smith,  George  Thatcher,  Richard 
Thomas,  Mark  Thomson,  Thomas  Tiliinghast,  John 
£.  Van  Alen,  and  Peleg  Wadsworth. 

Nats — Abraham  Baldwin,  Darid  Bard,  Lemuel 
Benton,  Thomas  Blount,  Richard  Brent,  Demsey  Bar- 
ges, Thomas  Claiborne,  William  Charles  Cole  Clai- 
borae,  John  Clopton,  Thomas  T.  Davis,  John  Dawson^ 
George  Dent,  John  Fowler,  Albert  Gallatin,  James 
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CHllespie,  Andrew  €hregg,  John  A.  Hanna,  Carter  B. 
Harriflon,  Jonathan  N.  Havena,  Joseph  Heister,  Dayid 
Holmes,  Walter  Jonea,  Edward  Livingston,  Matthew 
Locke,  Matthew  Lyon,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Blair  Mc- 
Clenachan,  Joseph  McDowell,  John  Milledge,  Anthony 
New,  Samuel  Smith,  William  *Bmith,  Richard  Sprigg, 
jr^  Richard  Stanford,  Thomas  Sumter,  Abram  Trigg, 
John  Trigg,  Joseph  B.  Yamnm,  Abraham  Venable, 
and  Robert  Williams. 


RELATIONS  WITH  FRANCE. 
In  the  coarse  of  the  sitting,  the  following  Mes- 
sage was  receiyed  from  the  Presidbnt  of  the 
United  States  : 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate^  and 

Gentlemen  ftf  the  Houee  of  Repreeentatives: 

While  I  congratulate  you  on  the  arrival  of  General 
Marshall,  one  of  our  late  Envoys  Extraordinary  to  the 
French  Republic,  at  a  placeof  safety,  where  he  is  justly 
held  in  honor,  I  think  it  my  duty  to  communicate  to 
you  a  letter  received  by  him  from  Mr.  Gerry,  the  only 
one  of  the  three  who  has  not  received  his  cong^.  This 
letter,  together  with  another  from  the  Minister  of  For^ 
eign  Relations  to  him,  of  the  third  of  April,  and  his 
answer  of  the  fourth,  will  show  the  situation  in  which 
he  remains,  his  intentions  and  prospects. 

I  presume  that,  before  this  time,  he  has  received 
fresh  instructions,  (a  copy  of  which  accompanies  this 
message,)  to  consent  to  no  loan,  and  therefore  the  ne- 
gotiation may  be  considered  as  at  an  end. 

I  will  never  send  another  Minister  to  France,  without 
assurances  that  he  will  be  received,  respected,  and 
honored,  as  the  representative  of  a  great,  free,  power- 
ful, and  independent  nation.  JOHN  ADAMS. 

Ukitxd  Statbs,  June  21,  1798. 

Paws,  AprU  16,  1798. 

Mt  DSAm  Sim :  This,  I  expect,  you  will  receive  by 
my  colleague.  General  Marshall,  who  carries  with  him 
the  last  letter  of  Mr.  Talleyrand  to  the  American  En- 
▼oya,  and  thenr  anawer.  On  the  day  when  we  sent  the 
answer,  I  received  a  letter  from  the  Minister,  a  copy  of 
which  and  my  answer  is  enclosed.  I  have  not  sent 
these  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  because  I  have  not  time 
to  prepare  a  letter  to  accompany  them.  Indeed,  I  ex- 
pe<^ed  my  passport  with  my  colleagues,  but  am  informed 
tho  Directory  will  not  consent  to  my  leaving  France ; 
and  to  iHring  on  an  immediate  rupture,  by  adopting  this 
measure  contrary  to  their  wishes,  would  be,  in  my  mind, 
unwarrantable. 

The  object  of  Mr.  Talleyrand,  you  will  perceive,  was 
to  resume  our  reciprocal  communications,  and  again  to 
discuss  the  sul^ect  of  a  loan.  I  thought  it  best,  in  my 
answer,  not  merely  to  object  to  this,  but  to  eveiy  mea- 
sure, that  could  have  a  tendency  to  draw  me  into  a 
negotiation.  I  accepted  of  this  mission,  my  dear  sir, 
to  support  your  Adininistration,  and  hare  brought  my- 
self into  a  predicament,*  which  you  must  assist  me  to 
extricate  myself  from,  by  appointing  some  others  to 
supply  the  places  of  myself  and  colleagues,  if  a  further 
progress  in  this  business  should  be  found  practicable. 

I  have  only  a  moment  to  add  my  bc^  respects  to 
your  lady,  and  my  assurance  of  the  most  sincere  and 
respectfhl  attachment     My  dear  sir,  yours,  sincerely, 

E.  GERRY. 

The  PrnMiDXHT  of  ths  Uititkd  Stacks. 

•  I  aUode  to  my  painful  resMsnce  here,  as  a  poUUcal  cypher. 


[tbakslatioh.] 
Paeis,  the  Uk  Germinal^  eth  year  of  the  French  Re- 
public, one  and  indivisible,  April  3,  1798. 
The  Minister  of  Foreign  Relations  to  Mr.  Gerry,  En- 
voy Extraordinary  of  the  United  States  of  America 
to  the  French  Republic 

I  suppose,  sir,  that  Messrs.  Pinokney  and  Marshall 
have  thought  it  useful  and  proper,  in  consequence  oi 
the  intimations  given  in  the  end  of  my  note  of  the  28th 
Yentose  last,  and  the  obstacles  which  their  known 
opinions  have  interposed  to  the  desired  reconciliation^, 
to  qnit  the  territory  of  the  Republic ;  on  this  supposition, 
I  have  the  honor  to  point  out  to  you  the  6th  or  the  7^ 
of  this  decade,  to  resume  our  reciprocal  communications 
upon  the  interests  of  the  French  Republic  and  th» 
United  States  of  America. 

Receive,  I  pray  you,  the  assurances  of  my  perfoot 
consideration. 

CH.  MAU.  TALLEYRAND. 

Paris,  April  4, 1798,  {Germinal  16,  an  6.) 
I  had  the  honor,  Citixen  Minister,  of  receiving  your 
letter  of  the  14th  Germinal,  (the  Sd  instant,)  and  Ms. 
Deutrement,  who  delivered  it,  informed  me  that  it  was 
intended  to  be  shown  to  General  Pinckney  and  Geikr 
eral  Marshall. 

Whilst  my  colleagues  and  myself,  to  whom  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  have  entrusted  th* 
afiairs  of  the  embassy,  had  a  joint  agen^  therein,  I 
have  carefully  imparted  to  th^n  all  the  piopositiofM 
which  you  have  requested,  and  the  relative  oonsequenr 
ces,  and  to  yourself  our  decisions  thereon,  r^pretdng,  at 
the  same  time,  the  unfortunate  and  embarrassing  cir* 
cumstances  which  imposed  on  me  this  disagreeable  task. 
But  as,  by  the  tenor  of  your  letter,  it  is  now  expected 
that  they  will  quit  the  territoiy  of  the  French  Republic^ 
it  will  be  impossible  for  me  to  be  tiie  medium  of,  or  to 
take,  any  measures  which  will  be  painful  to  my  col- 
leagues, or  not  to  afford  them  all  the  assistance  in  my 
power,  and  it  would  be,  moreover,  inconsistent  with  the 
line  of  conduct,  which  you  well  know,  Citizen  Miii> 
ister,  I  have  uniformly  observed  for  removing  the  un- 
favorable impressions  which  existed  on  the  part  of  the 
Grovemment  against  them ;  indeed,  in  our  last  letter, 
there  is  a  conditional  application  for  passports,  whidi, 
as  it  appears  to  me,  supersedes  the  necessity  of  a  hint 
to  them,  on  this  subject ;  and  General  Marshall  is  wai^ 
ing  impatiently  for  an  answer  to  that  part  of  it  whiA 
respects  a  letter  of  safe-conduct  for  the  vessel  in  whidt 
he  and  his  suite  may  take  passage  for  the  United 
States^  to  determine  whether  he  shall  embark  from 
France  or  from  Great  Britain;  but  the  unfortunate 
situation  of  General  Pinckney,  with  respect  to  the  criti* 
cal  state  of  his  daughter's  health,  renders  it  utterly  im- 
possible for  him  to  depart  under  existing  circumstancsa* 
You  have  proposed.  Citizen  Minister,  the  6th  or  7th 
of  this  decade  for  me  to  resume  (reprendre)  our  reci- 
procal communications  upon  the  interests  of  the  French 
Republic  and  of  the  United  States.  The  reciprocal 
communications  which  we  had,  were  such  only  as  I 
have  alluded  to  in  the  beginning  of  this  letter,  unless 
your  proposition,  accompanied  with  an  injunction  of 
secrecy,  for  me  to  treat  separately,  is  oonaidered  in  this 
light,  to  resume  this  subject  will  be  unavailing,  becaoai 
the  measure,  for  the  reasons  which  I  then  urged,  is  utterly 
impracticable ;  I  can  only  then  confer  iiUbrmally  aod 
unaccredited,  on  any  su^ect  respecting  our  miasioii^ 
and  communicate  to  the  Government  of  the  United 
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States  the  result  of  such  coDfiMrenceB,  being,  in  my  in- 
dividoal  capadtj,  unauthorized  to  give  them  an  official 
stamp.  Nevertheless,  every  measure  in  my  power, 
and  in  conformity  with  the  duty  I  owe  my  country, 
shall  be  zealously  pursued  to  restore  harmony  and  a 
cordial  firiendship  between  the  two  Republics.  I  had 
the  honor  of  calling  on  you  last  evening  for  the  purpose 
of  making  this  communication  verbally,  but,  as  you 
were  absent,  to  prevent  misconceptions,  I  have  thought 
it  best  to  reduce  it  to  vrriting. 

Accept,  Citizen  Minister,  the  assurances  of  my  per- 
Ibet  esteem  and  respect, 

E.  GERRY, 
^o  the  Miiri8T>m  07  Fomaieir  ArrAias 

OV  THK  FkSITCH  RxPVBLIC. 

»  — 

7*0  Charles  Cotesworth  Pinckney,  John  Marshall,  and 
Elbridge  Oerry,  Esquires,  Envoys  Extraordinary  and 
Ministers  Plenipotentiary,  from  the  United  States  of 
America,  to  the  French  Republic 
OxirTLxxEir:   On  the  4th  instant,  came  to  hand 
your  first  despatches  since  you  arrived  at  Paris ;  these 
were  your  numbers,  1,  4,  and  6 ;  and  on  the  6th  instant 
your  numbers  2  and  3  were  received ;  on  the  6th  your 
Buember  5,  dated  the  8Ch  of  January,  and  a  translation 
of  the  message  of  January  the  4th  fix>m  the  Directory 
to  the  Council  of  Five  Hundred,  were  laid  before  Con- 
•  gtees.    In  tins  letter  you  repeat  **  that  there  exists  no 
iKOpe  of  your  being  officially  received  by  that  Govern- 
ment, or  that  the  objects  of  your  mission  will  be  in  any 
Wttf  ftcQiHnplished."    This  opinion  is  sanctioned  by  the 
nHiole  tenor  of  your  communicatkms ;  and  we  trust  that, 
Ipdon  after  the  date  of  your  number  five,  you  ck>sedyour 
mission  by  demanding  passports  to  leave  the  territories 
of  the  Frendi  Republic. 

An  official  copy  of  your  letters  of  credence  having 
feieen  delivered  to  tiie  Minister  of  Foreign  Affiurs,  and 
hf  him  laid  before  the  Directory,  they  were  sufficiently 
informed  of  the  great  object  of  your  mission,  and,  con- 
ridering  that  you  were  an  extraordinaiy  delegation 
firom  an  independent  nation,  you  had  a  right  to  expect 
•  prompt  and  respectful  reception.  The  fair  and  hen- 
'  onble  views  of  the  American  Grovemment  which  die- 
mted  your  appointment,  and  your  powers,  entitled  you 
to  expect  the  early  appointment  of  a  commission  by  the 
French  Government,  with  equal  powers  to  negotiate 
on  all  the  matters  in  controversy  between  them.  *  Had 
Ihe  French  Government  been  influenced  by  similar 
views,  the  objects  of  your  mission  would  long  since 
ftanre  been  accomplished,  to  the  advantage  and  peaoe  of 
both  nations.  But,  instead  of  coming  forward  on  such 
•^al  and  proper  ground,  they  have  treated  you,  and 
tlffough  you  your  country,  with  extreme  neglect.  Un- 
der ^ese  drcumstanoes,  the  President  presumes  that 
you  have  long  since  quitted  Paris  and  the  French  do- 
minions. Yet,  actuated  as  you  are  with  an  ardent  de- 
•ire  to  preserve  peace,  which  you  know  would  be  so 
fiateftil  to  your  country,  and  having,  for  this  object, 
mtnifosted  unexampled  patience,  and  submitted  to  a 
■eries  of  mofrtifications— as  you  also  proposed  to  make 
one  more  direct  attempt,  subsequent  to  the  date  of 
your  last  letter,  to  draw  the  Frendi  Government  to  an 
^pen  negotiation — there  is  a  bare  possibflity  that  this 
kit  effort  may  have  succeeded :  The  President,  there- 
ino,  thinks  it  proper  to  direct, 

1.  That  if  you  are  in  treaty  with  persons  duly  an- 
HMraed  by  the  Directory,  on  the  subjects  of  your  mis- 
sion, tben  you  are  to  remain  and  expedite  the  oomple- 
lioii  of  the  treaty,  if  it  should  not  have  been  oottduded. 


Before  this  letter  gets  to  hand,  you  will  have  ascertained 
whether  the  negotiation  is  or  is  not  conducted  with 
candor  on  the  part  of  the  French  Government ;  and  if  ' 
you  shall  have  discovered  a  clear  iemgn  to  proerBs4^ 
nate,  you  are  to  break  ofifthe  negotiation,  deaumd  yoitf 
passports,  and  return,  for  you  will  consider  that  soo- 
pense  is  ruinous  to  the  interests  of  your  countiy. 

3.  That  i^  on  the  receipt  of  thialett^,  you  shall  not 
have  been  received,  or,  whether  received  or  net,  if  voa 
shall  not  be  in  treaty  with  persons  duly  authorized  by 
the  Directory  with  full  and  equal  powers,  you  are  to 
demand  your  passports  and  return. 

3.  In  no  event  is  a  treaty  to  be  porcfaased  with 
money,  by  loan  or  otherwise ;  there  can  be  no  safety  m 
a  treaty  so  obtained.  A  loan  to  the  Republic  woidd 
violate  our  neutraUty ;  and  a  douceur  to  the  men  now 
in  power,  might,  by  their  successors,  be  urged  as  a 
reason  for  annulling  the  treaty  or  as  a  precedent  for 
further  and  repeated  demands. 

It  is  proper  to  apprize  you  that  a  motion  has  been 
made  in  the  Senate,  and  will  doubtless  be  repeated  in 
the  House  of  Representatives,  to  desire  the  President  to 
lay  before  them  your  communications;  and  he  wifl 
probably  be  under  the  necessity  of  doing  it :  only  with- 
holding the  two  names  which  you  promised  should  in 
no  event  be  made  public 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  g^reat  respect,  gendemen« 
your  obedient  servant, 

TIMOTHY  PICKERING. 

DsPAaTMEKT  OF  Statb,  Philabxlpria, 
March  23,  1798. 

The  Message  and  accompanyin£^  documeots 
were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  and 
then  the  House  adjourned. 

^  

FaiDAT,  June  22. 

Mr.  D.  Foster  believing  that  the  10.000  copies 
of  the  despatches  from  our  Envoys,  ordered  the 
other  day  to  be  printed  uader  the  airection  of  the 
Secretaiy  of  State,  and  distributed  in  such  parts 
of  the  United  States  as  the  information  is  most 
wanted,  is  too  small  a  number,  he  mored  to  make 
the  number  20,000.  and  to  include  the  despatches 
since  received.    Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

SUNDRY  BILLS. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to 
the  bill  to  authorize  the  defence  of  the  merehant 
vessels  of  the  United  States  against  French  de- 
predations ;  and,  alter  some  discussion,  they  wete 
agreed  10. 

[The  principal  of  these  amendments  was  one 
which  proposed  certain  allowances  for  salvage  eft 
vessels  re-taken  from  French  privateers,  accordk 
ing  to  the  time  which  the  said  vessels  shall  have 
been  in  the  possession  of  the  capturing  vessel. 
This  amendment  was  changed,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
S.  Smith,  so  as  to  make  the  salvage  to  be  allow- 
ed to  depend  upon  the  circumstances  attending  the 
re-capiure,  according  to  the  judgment  of  the  court, 
so  that  it  shall  not  be  less  than  one-eighth  of  the 
value  of  the  vessel  and  cargo,  uor  more  than  one- 
half.] 

Mr.  Sbwall  reported  a  bill  supplementary  to 
the  bill  providiBg  an  additional  armament  for  the 
protection  of  the  trade  of  the  United  States ;  which 
was  committed. 
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Mr.  Harper  reported  a  bill  for  laying  a  direct 
tax  on  the  United  States;  which  was  comaiitted. 

Mr.  Baldwin,  from  the  committee  appointed 
on  that  part  of  the  President's  Speech  which  re- 
lates to  the  regulating  the  intercourse  with  the 
Indian  tribes,  reported  a  bill  for  the  preservation 
of  peace  witn  the  Indian  tiibes;  which  was  com- 
mitted. 

Mr.  W%  Claiborne  called  up  the  report  some 
days  affo  on  the  subject  of  adjournment ;  which 
was  taken  up  and  agreed  to.    And 

Mr.  Harrison  laid  a  resolution  upon  the  table, 
proposing  to  adjourn  on  the  2d  of  July. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gallatin,  the  House  went 
into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  au- 
thorize the  sale  of  land  northwest  of  the  river 
Ohio,  and  to  give  a  pre-emption  right  to  certain 
persons,  and  on  the  bill  authorizing  a  grant  of 
land  to  Stephen  Monot  and  others,  of  Qafliopolrs. 
They  were  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  to- 
morrow. 


Saturday,  June  23. 
SUNDRY  BILLS. 

The  bill  anthorizinff  agrant  of  land  to  Stephen 
Monot  and  others,  of  ChiUiopolis,  was  read  the 
third  time  and  passed. 

The  bill  stip^ementary  to  the  act  for  the  sale 
of  land  northwest  of  the  river  Ohio,  and  to  give 
the  pre-emption  to  certain  persons,  was  read  the 
thira  time;  but,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Venablb,  af^er 
some  debate,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  was  post- 
poned till  next  session. 

A  bill  was  received  from  the  Senate  for  the 
punishment  of  frauds  committed  on  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States;  which  was  committed  for 
Monday. 

Mr.  £).  Foster  called  up  his  resolution  propos- 
ing to  print  an  additional  10,000  copies  of  all  the 
despatches  received  from  our  Envoys;  which 
was  negatived,  there  being  only  23  votes  for  it. 

Mr.  Harrison  called  up  his  resolution  propos- 
ing an  adjournment  on  the  2d  of  July ;  which  was 
amended  by  Mr.  Thatohbr  to  the  9tb,  and  then 
agreed  to— 62  votes  to  12. 

Mr.  Gallatin  reported  a  bill  to  ^rant  a  certain 
lot  of  ground  to  Ely  Williams ;  which  was  com- 
mitted for  Monday. 

ADDITIONAL  ARMAMENT. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sewall,  the  House  went 
into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  svpple- 
menrtary  to  the  act  providing^  for  additional  arma- 
ment for  the  further  protection  of  the  trade  of  the 
United  States,  and  for  other  purposes. 

Mr.  Gallatin  considered  this  bill  as  intended 
to  authorize  the  Government  to  avail  itself  of  the 
zeal  of  such  of  the  people  of  the  United  States 
as  shall  be  inclined  to  offer  vessels  on  loan  for  the 
public  service,  in  return  for  which  the  President 
IS  empowered  to  grant  certificates  of  the  public 
debt  In  every  bill  whioh  has  passed  heretofore 
to  enable  the  President  to  borrow  money,  the 
tenoB  of  the  loan  have  always  been  specified. 
This  biU  aotkorizes  a  loan,  whteh  is  to  be  made 


in  vesseb  instead  of  money,  but  a  debt  is  to  be 
created  and  certificates  to  be  issued  for  it.  It  will, 
therefore,  be  proper  to  say  what  kind  of  stock  this 
ought  to  be.  At  present  the  matter  stands  at 
lar^,  without  specifying  whether  it  is  to  be  re- 
deemable or  not,  or  in  what  manner  the  instal- 
ments are  to  be  paid,  or  what  is  to  be  the  rate  of 
interest  He  mored,  therefore,  to  add  the  follow- 
ing words:  "bearing  an  interest  not  exceeding 
six  per  cent,  per  annum,  and  redeemable  at  the 

Sleasure  of  Congress."  He  knew  certificates  of 
ebt  bearing  an  interest  of  six  per  cent.,  would 
not  sell  for  20^.  in  the  pound ;  but  if  the  persons 
who  offered  these  vessels  were  unwilling  to  make 
any  sacrifice  to  the  public,  he  would  rather  give 
more  stock  than  create  a  large  interest 

Mr.  Sbwall  had  no  objection  to  the  intention 
of  this  provision ;  but  the  section  supposes  that 
these  Tessels  mav,  in  some  cases,  be  hired  to  Gov- 
ernment. He  tnought  it  would  be  best  to  intro- 
duce the  amendment  by  way  of  proviso  at  the 
end  of  the  bilL 

Mr.  Gallatin  agreed. 

After  some  conversation  on  filling  the  blanks 
with  the  number  of  vessels  to  be  received,  the 
committee  rose,  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  a  third 
reading. 

Mr.  Sewall  said,  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
had  informed  him  that  the  limitation  of  men  on 
board  the  frigates  was  too  small ;  he  believed  it 
would  be  necessary,  therefore,  to  give  the  Presi- 
dent an  authoritv  as  to  the  number  of  men  to  be 
employed  generally.  It  would  be  convenient  also 
to  have  a  number  of  boys  on  board.  He  proposed 
a  resolution  to  that  effect  which  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sewall,  the  bill  for  the  re^ 
straint  and  prevention  of  dangerous  and  seditious 
persons,  was  re-committed. 

Monday,  June  25. 
The  bill  providing  for  the  enumeration  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  United  States ;  the  bill  supple- 
mentary to  the  act  providing  an  a<lditional  arm»> 
ment  for  the  protection  of  the  trade  of  the  United 
States,  and  for  other  purposes ;  and  the  bill  in  ad- 
dition to  the  act  for  the  nH)re  effectual  proteetiott 
of  the  commerce  and  coast  of  the  United  States, 
were  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

ALIEN  ENEMIES. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  S.  Smith,  the  House  went 
into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  re- 
specting alien  enemies.  The  Chairman  stated, 
that  when  this  bill  was  formerly  under  considera- 
tion, a  motion  was  made  to  strike  out  the  first 
section,  which  was  negatived.  He  proceeded  to 
rea<^  the  second. 

Mr.  Otis  hoped  the  committee  would  rise.  He 
made  this  motion  with  a  view  of  moving,  in  the 
House,  a  postponement  of  the  consideration  of 
this  bill  until  the  next  session  of  Congress.  He 
did  not  know  that  there  was  any  immecHate  neces- 
sity for  it,  the  President  having  sufficient  power 
over  aliens  by  the  bill  already  passed. 

Mr.  Gallatin  said,  he  did  not  expect  a  motion 
of  this  kind.     If  any  bill  respecti^  aliens  was 
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necessary,  it  was  certainly  a  bill  of  this  kind 
against  alien  enemies  ;  but  a  bill  having  been 
passed  against  aliens  generally,  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  appears  now  to  be  willing  to 
pass  by  the  bill  against  alien  enemies.  This 
gives  a  new  coloring  to  the  business,  and  it  seems 
as  if  gentlemen  were  more  desirous  of  guarding 
against  alien  friends  than  alien  enemies.  It  is 
•  true,  if  this  bill  is  not  passed,  the  President  of  the 
United  States  will  have  the  power  of  removing 
from  the  country  all  those  aliens  whom  he  may 
think  it  necessary  and  proper  to  be  removed,  whe- 
ther they  are  alien  enemies  or  alien  friends.  But, 
if  alien  enemies  are  really  dangerous,  it  cannot  be 
supposed  that  the  President  can  remove  them  all. 
This  bill,  therefore,  provides  in  what  manner  they 
may  be  laid  under  certain  restraints  by  way  of 
security. 

Mr.  Otis  interrupted  Mr.  G.  to  say  he  would 
withdraw  his  motion.  He  made  it,  because  he 
expected  the  bill  would  have  been  objected  to  by 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  and  his  friends. 
Since  they  were  agreeable  to  pass  it,  he  had  no 
objection  to  it. 

The  committee  rose  and  reported  the  bill,  and 
it  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

ABROGATION  OF  TREATIES. 
The  following  bill  was  received  from  the  Se- 
nate : 

A  bill  to  declare  the  Treaties  between  the  United  States 
and  the  Republic  of  France  void  and  of  no  eflect 
«  Whereas  the  Treaty  of  Amity  and  Commeroe  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  the  French  Government, 
concluded  on  the  6th  of  February,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  seventy-eight,  is  declared  to  **  be  founded 
iqx>n  reciprocal  utility  and  the  just  rules  of  free  inter- 
course :'*  And  whereas  the  Treaty  of  Alliance  between 
the  same  parties,  and  of  the  same  date,  was  formed  for 
the  effectual  end  of  maintaining  effectually  the  liberty, 
sovereignty,  and  independence,  absolute  and  unlimited, 
•f  the  United  States,  as  well  in  matters  of  guvemnuni  as 
of  commerce :  And  whereas  a  regard  to  national  inter- 
ests requires  (and  the  principles  of  the  laws  of  nations 
ju^ify  the  measure)  that  when  one  party  to  a  solemn 
compact  openly  violates  it,  the  other  is  released  from  all 
its  obligations :  And  whereas  the  Republic  of  France, 
regardless  of  its  engagements,  has  repeatedly  infracted 
the  most  important  articles  of  its  treaties  with  the  Uni- 
ted States,  to  the  great  injury  and  annoyance  of  their 
citizens,  as  will  be  fUlly  exemplified  by  a  reference  to 
ihe  following  state  of  facts,  viz :  Mercbandise,  the  pro- 
perty of  an  enemy,  found  on  board  American  vessels,  is, 
by  several  decrees  of  the  French  Republic,  exposed  to 
capture,  in  violation  of  an  article  of  the  Treaty  of  AmiW 
and  Commerce,  which  stipulates  that  "  free  ships  shall 
make  free  goods."  In  open  defiance  of  a  law  which  was 
enacted  to  enforce  the  observance  of  a  strict  and  jppar- 
tial  neutrality,  vessels,  to  cruise  against  their  enemy, 
have  been  armed  in  the  ports  of  the  United  States  by  the 
agents  of  the  French  Republic.  Militaxv  commissions, 
under  the  authority  of  the  Republic  of  France,  have 
been  diitributed  amongst  the  citizens,  and  an  armed 
force,  to  be  employed  in  its  service,  has  been  raised,  and 
attempted  to  be  raised,  in  various  parts  of  the  Union, 
for  the  evident  and  avowed  purpose  of  involving  the 
United  States  in  a  war  with  Great  Britain,  as  a  nec^- 
saty  oonaequence  of  permitting,  wtthui  their  jurisdiction, 


such  a  flagrant  breach  of  neutrality.  French  Consular 
establishments  within  Uie  United  States  have  assumed 
the  powers  incident  to  Courts  of  Admiralty,  and  have 
proceeded  to  the  trial  and  condemnation  of  enemies' 
vessels  brought  into  the  American  ports — thereby  violate 
ing  the  sovereignty,  and  compromitting  the  peace  and 
neutrality  of  the  nation.  SimUar  institutions,  with  the 
same  incompetent  authorities,  have  taken  cognizance  of 
American  vessels  captured  and  carried  into  foteign 
ports,  and  have  decreed  their  condemnation — theretnr 
depriving  the  American  claimants  of  all  those  safeguarai 
which  accompany  the  usual  and  regular  administntiom 
of  marithne  jurisprudence.  The  regulations  of  the 
British  Government  in  relation  to  the  American  cooh 
merce,  however  unauthorized  and  unjust,  are  made  a 
pretext  to  justify  the  adoption  of  a  similar  system  on 
the  part  of  the  French  Republic ;  although  it  is  evident 
that  the  United  States,  not  having  a  control  over  the 
acts  of  that  nation,  cannot  be  responsible  for  their  im- 
proper conduct  Merchandise,  exported  in  American 
bottoms,  which  are  not  included  in  the  list  of  contraband 
articles,  are,  by  a  decree  of  the  agents  of  France,  made 
liable  to  capture — thereby  contravening  the  proviaiona 
of  the  treaty,  to  the  great  injury  of  the  commerce  and 
navigation  of  the  United  States.  Sea-papers  for  mer- 
chant ships,  not  contemplated  by  the  treaty,  nor  ever 
required  in  the  commercial  intercourse  between  the  par^ 
ties,  were  arbitrarily,  and  without  any  previous  notice, 
exacted,  and  the  want  of  them  made  a  plea  for  capture 
and  condemnation ;  by  which  insidious  arrangement^ 
the  commerce  of  the  United  States  became  immediately 
exposed  to  molestation,  and  has,  in  consequence  thereof 
suffered  immense  depredations.  A  decree  of  th^  French 
Government  stipulates  that  the  character  of  American 
bottoms  shall  be  determined  by  the  quality  of  their  respec- 
tive cargoes.  The  manufiictures  or  produce  of  the 
British  possessions,  found  on  board  the  same,  render 
liable  to  seizure  and  confiscation  both  vessel  and  cargo. 
By  establishing  such  an  unprecedented  and  oppressive 
principle,  with  respect  to  the  relationship  of  neutral  na- 
tions, a  deadly  blow  is  aimed  at  the  most  essential  and 
extensive  branch  of  commerce  pursued  by  the  American 
people.  American  citizens  found  on  board  the  vossela 
of  tiie  enemies  of  France,  either  as  ofiicers  or  seamen, 
are,  by  a  decree  of  the  French  Republic,  which  outrages 
every  feeling  of  humanity,  made  liable  to  sufiSsr  as 
pirates,  **  without  being  allowed,  in  any  case,  to  allege 
that  they  were  forced  to  it  by  violence,  menaces,  or  other- 
wise :"  And  whereas,  to  obtain  security  against  furthsr 
grievances  and  aggressions,  a  compensation  for  injuries 
sustained,  as  well  as  to  restore  the  ties  of  ami^  which 
formerly  united  the  two  nations,  and  which  have  been 
severed  by  the  lawless  and  outrageous  conduct  of  the 
French  Government,  the  United  States,  in  the  ^arit  of 
peace  and  conciliation,  had  recourse  to  a  friendly  nego- 
tiation with  the  Republic  of  France :  And  whereas  their 
endeavors,  unremittingly  pursued,  have  been  entirely 
frustrated,  and  all  their  overtures  scornfully  rejected; 
and,  instead  of  indemnity  for  the  immense  losses  of  their 
citizens  by  maritime  spoliations  and  arbitrary  deten- 
tions of  their  vessels,  tribute,  in  the  form  of  loans,  and 
otherwise,  has  been  insultingly  demanded ;  and  instead 
of  an  attention  to  their  complaints,  and  a  competent 
redress  of  them,  an  apologetic  explanation  of  the  firm 
and  dignMed  language  of  the  Executive  Address  to  the 
Legislature  has  been  required,  as  a  necessary  pfefimi- 
nary  to  negotiation :  And  whereas,  thus  circumstanced, 
it  becomes  expedient,  in  justification  of  their  violatsd 
rights  and  insulted  diffnity,  as  well  as  to  fbmiafa  tlka 
means  ofrepelling  the  hostile  acts  of  the  Repablie,and 
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the  eontmaance  of  its  lawless  depredations,  to  anna' 
and  declare  Toid  the  treaties  that  exist  between  the  two 
nations : 

<'8bc.1:  B6t^/A«re^«iUM:/«i2,diM%,  That  the  Troaty 
of  Amity  and  Commerce,  and  the  Treaty  of  AUiance, 
between  the  United  States  and  the  French  GoTemment, 
concluded  on  the  sixth  day  of  Febmary,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  seventy-eight,  and  the  Consular 
Convention  between  the  same  parties,  concluded  on  the 
fourteenth  of  November,  one  tnousand  seven  hundred 
and  eighty-eight,  ought  of  right  to  be,  and  are  hereby 
declared,  void  and  of  no  effect,  and  shall  no  longer  be 
binding  on  the  Government  and  citizens  of  the  United 
States." 

Mr.  Gordon  moved  that  it  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  for  the  Protection  of  Commerce  .and 
the  Defence  of  the  Country,  which  motion  was 
negatived— 40  to  35.  It  was  then,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Harpeb,  after  a  few  observations  on  the  sub- 
ject, referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union. 

FRAUDS  ON  BANK  UNITED  STATES. 

The  House  went  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  bill  to  punish  frauds  committed  on 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  which  was  agreed 
to,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

LOAN  OF  MONEY. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Harper,  the  House  went 
into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  en- 
able the  President  of  the  United  States  to  bor- 
row money  for  the  public  service. 

Mr.  Gallatin  said,  it  had  never  been  usual  to 
pass  a  law  in  the  present  shape.  He  recollected 
no  bill  ever  being  introduced  mtothis  House,  pro- 
posing to  ffive  the  President  power  to  borrow 
money  without  limitation.  Tne  last  section  of 
the  bill  pledges  the  money  to  be  borrowed  under 
the  authority  of  this  law  to  make  up  any  de- 
ficiency in  any  appropriation  heretofore  made  by 
law,  or  to  be  made  dufincr  the  present  session  of 
Congress ;  and  to  defray  tne  expenses  which  may 
be  incident  to  the  calling  into  actual  service  any 
part  of  the  militia  of  the  United  States,  or  to  the 
raising,  equipping,  and  calling  into  actual  service 
any  regular  troops  or  volunteersj  pursuant  to  au- 
thorities vested,  or  to  be  vested  m  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  by  law. 

These  bein^  the  objects  of  the  law,  it  may  be 
said  it  would  Be  difficult  to  limit  the  sum ;  but  the 
difficulty  may  be  avoided  by  making  the  sum 
lar^e  enough.  He  would  not  object  to  any  sum 
"which  gentlemen  should  think  it  possible  may  be 
wanted  between  the  present  time  and  the  next 
session  of  Congress.  Mr.  Q.  proposed  an  amend- 
ment, therefore,  to  limit  the  sum  to  not  exceeding 

the  sum  of dollars.  When  Congress  met  again, 

they  would  most  probably  be  better  able  to  judge 
of  the  actual  sum  whicn  would  be  wanted,  and 
also  of  the  terms  upon  which  a  loan  can  be  got, 
or  whether  a  loan  can  be  got  at  all. 

Mr.  Harper  said,  the  committee  had  been  in- 
duced to  introduce  the  bill  in  its  present  form, 
fi*om  the  nature  of  the  business  bein^  so  extremely 
indefinite  ;  so  much  so  as  to  male  it  next  to 
impossible  to  guess  what  sum  will  be  wanted. 


The  President  of  the  United  States  has  the  power 
to  call  into  service  80,000  militia ;  he  may  raise 
an  army  of  10,000  men,  and  bring  them  into  ac- 
tual service  ;  and  he  may  raise  by  way  of  volun- 
teers, as  great  an  army  as  he  can  enlist.  It  was 
to  be  hoped  that  none  of  these  would  be  neces- 
sary. He  supposed  there  could  be  no  objection 
to  nx  the  sum,  except  it  was  that  it  would  be  so 
large  that  it  would  be  like  no  limitation  at  all. 
Suppose  the  President  was  authorized  to  borrow 
ten  or  fifteen  million  of  dollars,  he  supposed  the 
latter  sum  would  take  in  any  possible  object  which 
could  be  contemplated ;  but  be  thought  the  bill 
better  as  it  is,  though  he  had  no  particular  objec- 
tion to  a  sum  being  named,  provided  it  was  suf- 
ficiently large. 

Mr.  Gallatin  said,  the  reason  why  he  wished 
the  bill  to  have  the  shape  he  had  mentioned  was. 
that  the  last  section  of  the  bill  declares  what  shall 
be  the  appropriation  of  the  money,  and  the  first  is 
general,  so  that  they  stand  in  contradiction  to 
each  otner.  The  first  says,  the  money  shall  be 
appropriated  for  carrying  mto  efiect  any  law  pass- 
ed during  the  last,  or  the  present  session ;  but  the 
last  section  confines  it  to  the  purposes  above  cited. 
The  first  section,  therefore,  covers  more  ground 
than  the  appropriation  could  do.  He  thought 
the  appropriation  section  the  best,  and  should  af- 
terward move  to  make  the  other  sections  conform- 
able to  it. 

Mr.  Harper  believed  the  contradiction  spoken 
of  by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  was  so 
in  appearance  only,  and  not  in  substance,  because 
he  knew  no  law  for  which  money  would  be  want- 
ed, besides  the  law  for  calling  out  the  militia  and 
for  raising  troops.  He  should  have  no  objection 
to  conform  the  two  sections.  Mr.  H.  moved  to 
amend  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania, by  inserting  ten  nullions. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  thought  five  millions  would  be 
sufficient,  and  more  than  could  be  expended  in  the 
recess  or  Congress.  Many  of  the  expenses  are 
merely  contemplated.  The  fortifications  are  not 
yet  begun  upon.  To  appropriate  a  larger  sum 
than  five  millions,  he  thought,  would  be  to  create 
unnecessary  alarm. 

'Mr.  Harper  could  not  see  howany  alarm  could 
be  raised  by  giving  the  President  power  to  borrow 
ten  millions  of  dollars,  as,  though  this  power  was 
given,  it  might  not  lie  necessary  to  borrow  any 
part  of  it ;  but  it  was  prudent  to  guard  against  any 
exigency  which  may  happen.  It  is  not  known 
that  the  men  required  can  be  raised,  until  an  abso- 
lute necessity  shall  call  for  the  service  of  the  peo- 
ple. He  believed,  indeed,  that  it  would  be  best 
not  to  agree  to  the  amendment  at  all,  as  the  pur- 
poses for  which  the  money  was  borrowed  would 
be  the  best  limitation  of  the  sum.  He  owned,  with 
the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  that  if  our  other 
preparations  for  defence  are  not  carried  into  efiect 
witn  more  promptness  than  the  repairing  of  our 
fortifications,  we  should  be  a  long  time  in  accom- 
plishing them ;  but,  he  supposed,  when  danger  ap- 
proaches nearer,  that  will  be  the  case. 

Mr.  McDowell  hoped  the  amendment  would 
take  place,    He  thought  the  principle  altogether 
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new,  and  very  alarming,  to  give  the  President 
power  to  borrow  money  without  limit.  He  hoped 
the  sum  would  be  limited  to  five  millions ;  for,  to 
give  the  President  power  to  borrow  money  to  any 
extent  would  be  completely  to  five  him  the  sword 
and  the  purse,  unlimitedly.  This  would  create  an 
alarm  amon^  the  people,  and  he  thought  justly. 
If  the  situation  oi  the  country  is  such  as  to  re- 
quire more  than  80,000  militia,  and  the  10,000 
troops  to  be  raised  in  case  of  danger.  Congress 
would  doubtless  be  called  ;  besides,  be  believed  but 
little  of  the  money  appropriated  for  fortifications, 
^^  would  be  expended  before  the  next  session  of 
Congress.  The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina 
says  that  when  the  danger  increases,  the  business 
wul  progress  with  greater  expedition.  Mr.  McD. 
wished  even  danger  might  make  our  officers  do 
their  duty. 

The  question  on  filling  the  blank  with  five  mil- 
lions, was  put  and  carried. 

Mr.  Dayton  (the  Speaker)  said  he  did  not  vote 
for  filling  the  blank  with  five  millions,  because  it 
was  impossible  to  foretell  what  sums  might  be 
wanted  for  the  public  service,  and  it  would  con- 
seauently  be  unsafe,  and  might  be  injurious  to  the 
public  weal  to  prescribe  any  other  rule.  If  he  were 
called  upon  to  declare  his  opinion  at  that  time  oi 
the  amount  of  the  loans  which  would  probably  be 
requisite  before  next  session,  he  shoula  ^  upon  a 
less  sum  than, five  millions,  out  it  must  be  vague 
conjecture  merely,  for  they  could  have  no  esti- 
mates to  guide  them.  It  was^  on  the  other  hand, 
possible,  that  the  public  service  miffht  require  a 
still  greater  sum ;  and.  if  this  should  be  the  case, 
every  gentleman  would  regret  that  more  discre- 
tion, and  greater  latitude  of  power  had  not  been 
given  to  the  President.  Ue  trusted  that  the 
amendment  offered  by  the  member  from  Pennsyl- 
vania would  not  prevail,  and  he  was  pleased  to 
find  that  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  had 
not  acquiesced  in  it,  for  the  mover  himself  had 
acknowledged  his  ignorance  of  any  rule  of  lim- 
itation, while  he  was  undertaking  arbitrarily  to 
prescribe  one. 

Mr.  Gallatin  said,  though  a  correct  estimate 
could  not  be  made  of  the  sum  which  it  would  be 
Accessary  for  the  President  to  borrow^  yet  a  kind 
of  estimate  might  be  made.  A  Provisional  Army 
has  been  authorized  to  a  certain  extent ;  a  detach- 
ment of  the  militia  has  also  been  authorized;  and 
putting  thing^s  upon  the  worst  footing,  by  suppos- 
ing an  invasion  actually  to  take  nlace,  a  calcular 
tion  of  the  expense  might  be  made.  In  the  year 
1794,  from  twelve  to  fifteen  thousand  men  were 
called  into  actual  service;  for  several  months 
they  were  provided  for.  and  we  knew  the  first  ad- 
vance necessary  for  tnat  purpose.  It  did  not 
amount  to  $400,000  before  the  meeting  of  Con- 
gress, though  they  had  to  march  300  miles,  and 
had  been  more  than  three  months  in  service.  He 
th6uffht  there  would  be  no  difficulty,  therefore,  in 
calculating  the  amount  which  might  possibly  be 


wanted  in  the  recess  of  Congress ;  and  he  hoped 
it  would  be  done,  for  he  did  not  know  that  any 
nation  which  has  preserved  to  itself  any  shadow 
of  legislation,  ever  parted  with  the  power  now 


f>roposed  to  be  given  to  the  President.  Taking 
egislation  upon  the  loosest  ground.  Ghreat  Britain 
never  did  more  than  pass  a  general  vote  of  credit 
for  a  sum  of  money  ;  that  is  the  least  specific  form 
in  which  he  ever  Knew  money  eranted.  When 
specific  loans  were  ffone  into  in  that  country,  not 
only  the  sum  to  be  borrowed  is  named,  but  also 
the  terms  upon  which  it  is  to  be  had ;  and  when 
a  vote  of  credit  is  passed^  the  sum  is  always  spe- 
cified. He  hoped  a  specification  would  be  made 
in  this  case. 

The  limitation  of  the  bill,  as  it  now  stands,  Mr. 
G.  said,  is  in  direct  contradiction  to  the  doctrine 
of  appropriation  laid  down  in  the  Constitution. 
The  President  has  been  authorized  to  raise  a  Pro- 
visional Army  for  the  term  of  three  years.  The 
limitation  of  the  first  section  of  the  bill  says,  the 
President  shall  have  power  to  raise  monev  for  any 
law  passed  during  tne  present  session,  tnat  is  to 
say,  that  he  shall  have  power  to  pay  an  army-  for 
three  years,  which  is  against  the  Uonstitutional 
provision,  which  says  tlmt  no  appropriation  for  the 
pay  of  the  army  shall  be  made  tor  more  than  two 
years. 

Mr.  G.  thought  this  impoper.  He  had  no  ob- 
jection to  fill  the  blank  with  the  sum  which  had 
been  mentioned.  He  acknowledged  the  expenses 
would  be  great,  and  he  wished  to  have  sufficient 
money  borrowed  to  pay  either;  but  he  hoped 
when  Congress  transferred  their  power  of  borrow- 
ing money,  they  would  do  it  with  a  limitation  to 
the  sum. 

Mr.  Habtley  thought  his  coUeag^ue  was  very 
liberal  in  voting  money  on  this  occasion,  contrary 
to  his  usual  practice.  He  believed  it  was  the  wish 
of  everjr  sentleman  to  be  as  cautious  of  expeaaa 
as  possible.  We  cannot,  said  he,  foresee  what 
sums  of  money  will  be  necessary,  and  as  we  have 
trusted  one  discretionary  power  in  the  hands  of 
the  President,  we  must  trust  another.  He  believ- 
ed the  President  would  not  borrow  more  money 
than  was  necessary.  Perhaps  one-half  of  the 
80.000  militia  might  not  be  wanted.  He  had  great 
reliance  upon  the  volunteer  corps,  which  would 
first  be  ready.  If  a  landing  was  made  by  the  en- 
emy, and  20,000  men  called  out,  he  believed  in  a 
few  weeks  not  many. of  them  would  be  found 
alive ;  but  as  the  exact  expenditure  could  not  be 
ascertained,  he  believed  it  would  be  best  left  with 
the  President. 

Mr.  Dana  said,  the  gentleman  from  Penasylvn- 
nia  observed  that  the  power  proposed  to  be  gives 
to  the  President  would  be  more  general  than  any 
appropriation  he  ever  knew ;  and  much  more  sq 
than  a  vote  of  credit  under  the  British  Govern- 
ment. Mr.  D.  said,  there  was  a  very  material 
difierence  between  the  British  Government  and 
the  United  States.  The  King  oi  England  raises 
armies  and  navies  at  pleasure.  Parlmment  dees 
not  fix  the  objects  to  which  the  money  borrowed 
shall  be  applied.  Congress,  on  the  contrary,  fixes 
the  objects  of  expense,  which  serves  as  a  iiniita- 
tion  to  it 

Mr.  R.  WiixiAMS  could  not  see  why  gentlemen 
should  be  opposed  to  fixing  the  sum  which  it  wma 
proposed  to  authorize  the  President  of  the  United 
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States  to  borrow.  Unless  the  sum  was  fixed  in 
this  bill,  he  supposed  it  would  never  hereafter  be 
fixed,  as  it  is  now  said  that  the  object  of  expense 
being  fixed,  the  President  cannot  expend  more 
than  b  necessary.  If  it  was  not  intended  to  es- 
tablish a  principle  of  this  kind,  he  could  not  tell 
what  it  was  intended  for.  The  President  might 
be  mistaken  on  this  point,  and  borrow  a  much 
iaxger  sum  than  is  necessary.  If  gentlemen  do 
not  think  five  millions  suflicient,  let  them  fix  the 
limitation  at  ten,  which  surely  would  be  suffi- 
eient  for  the  expenditure  of  a  recess  of  a  few 
months,  and  when  Congress  come  together  a^in 
they  could  do  what  was  necessary  on  the  subject. 
If  a  discretion  of  this  kind  was  fitting  to  be  placed 
in  the  President,  he  did  not  think  it  would  oe  ne- 
cessary for  Congress  to  meet  so  often  as  at  pre- 
sent. Authorize  certain  ofScers  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  borrow  money  to  any  amount,  and  let 
them  do  with  it  what  they  please,  and  there  is  an 
end  of  legislation.  When  he  declared  himself 
unwilling  to  place  this  power  in  the  President,  he 
had  as  much  confidence  in  that  ofScer  as  any 
other  gentleman';  but  he  was  neither  inclined,  nor 
did  he  think  he  was  authorized  to  make  this  ex- 
tiaordinary  transfer  of  power.  If  gentlemen  think 
five  millions  insufficient,  let  them  show  by  their 
talculations  that  more  is  wanted. 

Mr.  6.  Smith  was  sorry  to  difilpr  in  opinion 
from  the  gentleman  from  New  Jersey.  The  fund- 
ing system,  be  said,  was  liable  to  great  abuse. 
Our  system  has  been  adopted  from  that  of  the  Brit- 
ish Government ;  and  yet  he  believed,  it  could  not 
be  shown  that  the  Bntisn  Parliament  ever  gave 
ponwer  to  the  Minister  to  borrow  an  indefinite  sum 
of  money.  In  his  mind,  such  a  law  would  pre- 
vent any  money  from  oeing  borrowed  at  all. 
When  men  are  about  to  lend  money,  they  act 
with  caution,  and  they  look  to  see  that  the  bor- 
rower does  not  go  beyond  his  power ;  but  when 
they  saw  a  law  of  this  kind,  he  believ^  they  would 
not  feel  themselves  so  secure  as  if  the  sum  to  be 
botrowed  was  sneeified.  It  was  of  little  conse- 
quence to  him  whether  it  was  five  or  ten  millions ; 
but  he  had  no  idea  that  ten  millions  of  dollars  could 
be  expended  before  the  next  meeting  of  Congress. 
Under  these  impressions,  however,  he  was  con- 
vinced it  would  be  proper  to  authorize  a  definite 
sum  to  be  borrowed ;  for,  though  gentlemen  may 
have  all  possible  ccmfidence  in  the  present  Chief 
Magistrate,  this  law,  if  passed  in  its  present  form, 
naay  be  adduced  as  a  precedent  at  a  tmie  when  we 
may  have  a  President  deserving  of  less  confi- 
dence. He  did  not  think  that  this  bill  was  drawn 
with  that  degree  of  attention  which  bills  of  this 
kind  ought  to  be  drawn.  The  time  for  which  a 
loan  is  to  be  made  is  generally  defined ;  it  is  said 
when  the  debt  shall  be  redeemable,  what  interest 
shall  be  paid,  and  what  certificates  issued  for  it. 
He  hoped  Congress  would  not  place  so  high  a  re- 
sponsibility upon  the  President  as  this  biU  propos- 
ed to  lay  upon  him.  Congress  ought  themselves 
to  take  the  responsibility  of  the  ftaeasures,  and 
leave  the  President  to  execute  the  laws.  If  he 
thought  the  grantiiiff  of  this  power  to  the  Presi- 
dent could  add  anyraing  to  our  means  (tf  defence, 


he  should  be  as  ready  to  grant  it  as  tbe  gentleman 
from  New  Jersey ;  but  believing  the  conlrary,  he 
should  be  in  favor  of  the  amendment. 

The  question  was  put,  and  the  amendment  was 
n^tived— 40  to  37. 

Mr.  Gallatin  moved  an  amendment  to  make 
the  first  and  third  sections  conformable  to  each 
other,  with  respect  to  the  objects  for  which  this 
money  was  to  be  appropriated,  which  was  agreed  ta. 

The  committe  ro&e,  and  in  the  House 

Mr.  Qallatin  renewed  his  motion  to  limit  the 
loan  to  a  sum  not  exceeding  five  millions  of  dol- 
lars, which  was  negatived — 38  to  37. 

Mr.  O.  then  moved  a  provision,  that  the  rate  of 
interest  upon  any  sum  which  noay  be  borrowed, 
shall  not  exceed  — —  per  cent,  and  that  no  en- 
gagement shall  be  entered  into  which  shall  pre- 
vent the  United  States  from  reimbursing  such 
sums  as  shall  be  borrowed  within  —  years 
after  the  loan  shall  have  been  made. 

Mr.  Harpbr  believed  this  limitation  to  be  a 
great  deal  worse  than  the  other ;  that  might  have 
prevented  measures  being  taken  to  a  proper  extent 
for  the  defence  of  the  country,  and  this  from 
doing  it  at  all.  What  rate  of  interest  would  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  wish  to  fix  ?  Will 
he  say  six  or  seven  per  cent?  He  supposed  he 
would  say  six ;  but  admitting  that  he  would  agree 
to  fill  the  blank  with  seven  or  eight,  even  then  the 
President  of  the  United  States  might  not  be  able 
to  borrow  a  farthing.  He  supposed  it  possible 
money  might  be  got  at  this  interest^  because  he 
saw  in  the  country  a  spirit  of  patuotism,  deter- 
mined to  aid  the  Qovemment  m  the  defence  of 
the  country,  such  as  has  rarely  been  evinced  here- 
tofore ;  but  that  spirit  may  not  continue,  and  cir- 
cumstances may  occur,  which  would  render  it 
impossible  to  procure  monev  at  this  rate.  In  that 
case  the  country  would  be  Dound  hand  and  foot, 
our  enemy  may  march  his  troops  into  the  country, 
and  if  no  more  money  can  be  ^ot,  then  neither 
regular  arm  v,  volunteers,  or  militia,  can  be  brought 
into  the  field  to  oppose  them.  All  our  means  of 
defence  will  therefore,  be  made  to  depend  upon 
our  being  able  to  procure  money  at  a  certain  inte^ 
rest  Gentlemen  have  said  that  the  interest  of 
money  borrowed  by  the  British  Gk>vemment  \a 
always  fixed;  but  this  is  only  in  appearance. 
The  Minister  obtains  from  Parliament  a  vote  of 
supply,  and  when  he  does  this,  he  makes  a  bargain 
with  moneyed  men.  and  then  he  comes  into  Par- 
liament and  fixes  tne  rate  of  interest.  But  here 
the  power  of  borrowing  is  the  contingency  on 
which  the  carrying  of  a  law  into  effect  depends  \ 
and  so  far  from  being  able  to  %x  the  rate  of  inte-^ 
rest  at  which  this  money  can  be  borrowed,  it  is 
impossiMe  it  can  be  said  at  this  time  at  what  rate 
money  can  be  obtained.  You  must  make  it  the 
interest  of  moneyed  men  to  lend  their  money.  If 
you  ^x  a  high  rate  of  interest,  they  will  not  lend 
It  for  less,  and  if  you  fix  it  too  low,  they  will  not 
lend  ^eir  money  at  all.  So  that,  if  the  rate  of 
:interest  be  fixed  at  too  Iowa  rate,  rather  than 
leave  the  matter  to  the  discretion  of  the  Prerf- 
dent,  the  country  might  be  involved  in  the  great- 
est difficulty.  Cc^r\ci\c^ 
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We  haye  heretofore,  said  Mr.  H.,  trusted  the 
President  to  borrow  twelve  millions  of  dollars, 
aod  was  the  power  abused?  No.  The  mouey 
was  borrowed  on  good  terms.  Why,  then,  is  it 
DOW  to  be  suspected  thai  the  President  will  give 
a  higher  rate  of  interest  than  money  can  be  got 
for?  There  b  no  good  ffround  for  such  a  suppo- 
sition. He,  therefore,  believed  the  motion  funda- 
mentally wrong  and  mischievous ;  for  all  the  mea- 
sures wnich  had  been  taken  for  the  defence  of  the 
country  would  be  rendered  useless,  if  money 
could  not  be  got  to  carry  them  into  effect  To 
agree  to  such  a  proposition  as  the  one  proposed, 
would  be  to  tread  back  the  steps  we  have  taken, 
it  would  be  to  unnerve  the  arm  of  the  country 
stretched  out  for  its  defence.  After  having  re- 
lected  the  last  amendment,  which  was  so  much 
less  mischievous  than  this,  he  trusted  this  would 
not  be  agreed  to. 

Mr.  CoiT  said  the  principle  advocated  by  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  was  a  valuable  one, 
and  he  should  be  in  favor  of  it  but  for  one  diffi- 
culty. Suppose  this  country  were  to  be  invaded, 
and  all  our  measures  were  at  a  stand  for  want  of 
money,  and  money  could  not  be  borrowed  at  the 
rate  nxed,  he  wished  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania to  say  what  ought,  in  such  a  case,  to  be 
done. 

Mr.  Otis  wished  the  motion  to  be  divided, 
which  was  accordingly  done,  and  the  question 
was  upon  the  first  part  of  it,  respecting  the  rate  of 
interest. 

Mr.  Harti^y  believed  it  would  be  best  to  leave 
this  matter  to  be  settled  by  the  President^  on  the 
best  terms  upon  which  he  is  able  to  negotiate  the 
business.  He  understood  some  of  the  States  at 
pesent  have  authorized  7  per  cent  for  money ; 
Dut  if  it  could  be  had  for  less,  he  had  no  doubt  it 
would  be  so  obtained. 

Mr.  Macon  did  not  believe  there  would  be  many 
money-lenders ;  and  if  no  limitation  was  put  to 
the  interest  to  be  paid,  they  might  combine  and 
make  Gk)vernment  pay  any  price  they  pleased;  he 
hoped  therefore  this  motion  would  be  carried,  espe- 
cially since  it  has  been  brought  forward ;  other- 
wise, it  will  be  said  that  Government  intended  to 
f^ve  more,  or  they  would  have  agreed  to  the  lim- 
itation. 

With  respect  to  what  had  been  said  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Connecticut  (Mr.  Coit)  in  respect  to 
an  invasion,  if  a  loan  of  money  was  not  made  be- 
fore that  time,  it  could  not  be  made  (hen.  When 
auch  an  event  shall  take  place,  the  people  will  rise 
en  moese,  and  they  must  have  provisions  where- 
e7er  they  can  be  found.  If  an  attack  were  to  be 
made  in  an  extreme  part  of  the  Union,  the  Gk)v- 
emor  of  the  State  would  not  wait  until  he  knew 
whether  the  President  of  the  United  States  had 
been  able  to  negotiate  a  loan,  but  would  repel  the 
attack  with  all  the  means  he  could  procure.  He 
had  no  doubt  but  the  officers  of  the  Treasury  would 
he  disposed  to  get  money  as  cheap  as  they  could. 
He  did  not  fear  that  the  department  which  has 
the  business  of  collecting  the  money  in  its  hands 
would  be  lavish  in  the  expenditure  of  it,  by  paying 
a  higher  interest  than  could  be  avoided. 


Mr.  T.  Claiborne  thought  it  would  be  impro- 
per to  limit  the  interest  of  money,  as  money  would 
never  be  got  for  less  than  the  sum  limited ;  and  if 
it  could  not  be  ffot  for  that,  a  limiution  would  only 
produce  an  emoarrasment. 

Mr.  Gallatin  read  an  extract  from  a  letter  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  which  he  says : 

"  I  entertain  no  donbt  that  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  will  be  able  to  negotiate  a  loan  to  an  j  amount 
which  may  be  neceaaary,  on  reasonable  terms,  pwmded 
an  officient  tax  be  laid  as  aecurity.  Assoranoee  froai 
wealthy  and  influential  men  have  been  received  to  tfak 
efiect.'^ 

No  objection,  Mr.  G.  said,  could  be  made  to  the 
security  offered  to  money-lenders.  What  is  it? 
He  read  the  following  passage  from  the  2d  section 
of  the  bill: 

**  That  so  much  as  may  be  necessary  of  the  suiplos 
of  the  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,  beyond  the  per^ 
manent  appropriations  heretofore  charged  upon  them 
by  law,  diall  be  and  hereby  is  pledged  and  appropriated 
for  paying  the  interest  of  all  such  money  as  may  be  bor- 
rowed, puTsaant  to  thui  act,  according  to  the  terms  and 
conditions  on  which  the  loan  or  loans,  respeetively,  maj 
be  effected ;  and  also  for  paying  and  disoharging  thie 
principal  sum  or  sums  of  any  sudi  loan  or  loans,  acoeei- 
ing  to  the  terms  and  conditions  to  be  fixed  as  aforeaaad. 
And  the  fidth  of  the  United  States  shall  be  and  hereby 
is  pledged  to  estabUsh  sufficient  permanent  revenues  fw 
making  up  any  deficiency  that  may  hereafter  appear  in 
the  provisions  for  paying  the  said  interest  and  piinc^al 
sums,  or  any  of  them,  in  manner  aforesaid." 

What,  said  Mr.  G.,  are  the  permanent  appropri- 
ations heretofore  charged  upon  the  duties  on  im- 
posts and  tonnage?  They  are  only  for  paying  the 
mterest  of  the  public  debt,  and  2  per  cent,  on  the 
public  stock.  The  whole  civil  list,  and  all  the 
appropriations  for  the  Military  Establishment,  are 
payable  out  of  that  fund  by  annual,  and  not  by 
permanent,  appropriations.  The  surplus  of  theae 
duties,  therefore,  are  about  three  millions  a  year ; 
and,  supposing  that  there  is  any  danser  of  consid- 
erable defalcation  in  these  duties,  ue  deficiency 
will  not  affect  this  fund,  but  will  fall  upon  the  civil 
list  and  military  appropriations.  Having,  there- 
fore, provided  so  competent  a  fund,  he  thought 
Congress  had  a  right  to  expect,  agreeably  to  the 
assurance  of  the  Secretary  of  tne  Treasury,  that 
loans  would  be  obtained  on  reasonable  tenna,  and 
he  could  not  see  any  reason  why  those  terms  may 
not  be  fixed ;  for,  if  the  interest  is  not  limited, 
he  feared  the  money-lenders  would  compel  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  pay  higher  interest 
than  they  could  do  when  the  interest  was  fixed 
by  law ;  and  the  regulation  not  only  applies  to 
money-lenders  generally,  but  abo  to  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States.  If  the  interest  is  not  fixed,  it 
will  be  in  the  power  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury to  give  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  a  higher 
interest  than  6  per  cent. ;  and  though  he  did  not 
expect  a  permanent  loan  from  the  bank,  he  ex* 
pected  anticipations  of  the  revenue,  and  he  thought 
It  ouffht  to  be  provided  that  more  than  6  per  cent. 
should  not  be  paid  for  any  such  anticipatiims ;  and 
he  wished  this  matter  to  be  fixed,  because,  hereto- 
fore, though  we  have  in  appearance  paid^no 
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than  6  per  cent,  interest,  we  have  really  paid  be- 
tween 7  and  8.  The  Alfferine  loan  was  made  to 
€h>Ternment  by  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  in 
6  per  cent,  stock,  at  par,  and  was  sold  by  ns  for 
about  80  per  cent.,  or  1^9.  in  the  pound.  He  saw 
no  inconvenience,  but  much  good,  to  be  derited 
from  this  r^ulation ;  for  he  had  no  idea  that  we 
should  wait  tor  an  invasion  before  we  negotiated  a 
loan,  because  he  knew  it  could  not  then  be  done 
upon  such  good  terms  as  at  present. 

For  his  own  share,  Mr.  G.  said,  he  had  opposed 
a  number  of  measures  which  had  authorized  ex- 
pense in  the  course  of  the  present  session  ;  but  that 
expense  having  been  authorized,  and  the  situation 
of  the  country  being  more  critical  now  than  it  was 
two  months  ago,  he  wished  a  loan  to  be  immedi- 
ately negotiated.  He  knew,  if  we  were  to  be  en- 
gajged  in  war,  and  the  war  was  to  be  carried  on 
principally  by  loans,  a  high  price  must  be  paid  for 
money;  but  he  would  have  that  price  regulated 
by  the  Legislature. 

As  to  the  idea  of  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina,  that  it  majr  be  true  in  form,  but  not  in 
substance,  that  the  British  Parliament  regulate  the 
interest  to  be  paid  for  any  loans  which  are  nego- 
tiated by  that  Governtnent;  if  it  is  not  really  so, 
it  is  owing  to  the  Ministers  having  the  power  to 
set  the  L^islative  authority  at  naught.  At  any 
rate,  the  form  is  preserved ;  but  if  Congress  aban- 
don the  principle,  and  say  thev  will  have  nothing 
to  do  with  the  terms  upon  which  a  loan  is  to  be 
made,  they  will  give  up  a  power  which  the  Parlia- 
ment of  Great  Britain  has  always  retained,  but 
which  they  do  not  make  effectual. 

Mr.  G.  wished,  however,  if  gentlemen  thought 
a  limitation  of  interest  improper,  that  they  would 
propose  some  other  restriction,  in  order  that  the  bill 
might  not  be  permitted  to  go  out  in  the  unlimited 
state  in  which  it  appears  at  present. 

Mr.  Harper  said,  if  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
svlvania  had  said  with  what  sum  he  meant  to  fill 
the  blank,  the  committee  would  have  been  better 
able  to  judge  of  the  propriety  of  the  amendment. 
If  he  meant  to  fill  the  blank  with  6  per  cent.,  he 
believed  the  restriction  would  be  attended  with 
many  inconveniences  and  that  it  would  be  inex- 
pedient to  do  anything  on  this  subject.  He  could 
not  think  that  this  House  were  so  capable  of  bor- 
rowing money  as  the  Executive  or  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  who  know  who  these  wealthy 
men  are ;  nor  did  he  see  any  inconvenience  whicn 
could  arise  from  giving  them  this  power. 

But  one  argument  of  the  gentleman  was  a  little 
9inffular.  He  says,  so  far  as  relates  to  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  at  least,  we  ought  not  to  eive 
more  than  6  per  cent ;  for  though  the  bank  had 
heretofore  appeared  to  lend  the  Government  mo- 
ney at  6  per  cent,  it  had  really  paid  7  or  8.  The 
truth  was.  that  tne  bank  finaing  the  6  per  cent, 
stock,  which  cost  them  20^.,  would  not  sell  for  more 
tlian  17i.  or  18«.  in  the  pound,  they  were  obliged  to 
sell  it  for  that.  The  argument  of  the  gentleman 
went  to  shew  that  the  bank  ought  to  borrow  mp- 
nei  at  8  per  cent,  and  to  loan  u  to  the  Govem- 
maot  at  £    His  owa  idea  was,  tiiat  xomiVf  might 


be  got  for  6  per  cent,  but  from  other  motives  than 
those  of  interest. 

Mr.  Livingston  said,  the  gentleman  from  Scmth 
Carolina  was  mbtaken  when  he  said  the  6  per 
cent  stock  had  cost  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
209.  in  the  pound.  Of  all  the  extraordinary  argu- 
ments he  had  heard  on  this  subject,  one  from  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina  was  the  moat  so. 
It  would  ffo  to  a  complete  surrender  of  all  the  pow^ 
era  veflted  in  this  House,  viz :  that  the  BxecutiTe 
officers  of  Government  are  infinitely  better  caka- 
lated  to  do  this  business  than  this  body  can  be,  and 
that  they  had  no  right  to  suspect  the  integrity  of 
those  officers.  There  are  many  other  things  whkhit 
might  be  said  the  Executive  officers  are  better  able 
to  do  than  this  House.  They  might,  perhaps,  be 
better  able  to  regulate  the  pay  of  the  Army,  or  of 
the  officers  employed  in  the  collection  of  the  rev- 
enue. They  could  do  all  this  on  better  terms  thm 
Congress  could  do  it ;  and  as  no  one  ever  could 
suspect  them  of  abusing  the  power,  we  ought  of 
course  to  surrender  this  power  to  them.  These 
reasons,  however  would  have  no  weight  on  his 
mind.  He  believed  this  House  ouffht  to  attend  to 
public  expenditures  with  a  watchfiu  eye.  Would 
the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  ble  willing  to 
surrender  his  life  and  property  to  any  man,  be- 
cause that  man  had  no  temptation  to  destroy  them? 
But  he  denied  that  it  was  true  that  the  President 
had  no  temptation  to  abuse  the  power  placed  in 
him  with  respect  to  money  transactions.  It  was 
the  first  time  he  had  heard  it  said,  that  such  a 
power  might  not  be  abused.  Could  it  be  (aid  that 
the  power  to  borrow  and  apply  untold  milliona, 
without  any  limitation  whatever,  might  not  bt 
abused  1  He  did  not  think  it  was  becoming  in  th« 
Representative  of  a  free  country  to  pin  his  faith 
to  the  deeve  of  the  Elxecutive.  He  did  not  come 
here  to  make  professions  of  his  respect  for  the  Ear 
ectttive.  He  hoped  he  should  never  have  anjr  reap 
son  to  find  fault  with  him ;  but  he  was  not  williiif 
to  yield  to  him  that  power  which  he  himself  was 
appointed  to  exercise. 

it  was  said,  it  would  be  improper  to  fix  the  late 
of  interest,  as,  if  the  highest  rate  was  fixed  which 
should  be  given  for  the  interest  of  muney^  none 
could  be  ffot  for  less.  But  was  there  not  a  probar 
bility,  if  tne  rate  was  not  fixed,  of  giving  a  much 
higher  rate  ?  He  believed  there  was.  He  believed 
moneyed  men  might  so  combine  as  to  extort  10  or 
eyen  20  per  cent,  for  money.  The  patriotism  of 
the  moneyed  men  had  been  spoken  ot:  that  patii* 
otism,  perhaps,  might  exist  but  he  should  not  wish 
to  rely  entirely  upon  that  If,  however,  that  patri- 
otism is  real,  instead  of  wishing  more  than  conn* 
mon  interest,  the  possessors  of  money  ought  to  lead 
it  to  Government  at  3  per  cent,  rather  than  the 
country  should  not  be  put  into  a  complete  posture 
of  defence. 

Mr.  Habpbr  did  not  know  but  the  patriotism 
which  the  g^tleman  from  New  York  has  spoken 
of  might  exist,  but  he  did  not  wish  wholly  to  rely 
upon  that  patriotism.  He  bdieved  it  would  be  b»> 
oessary,  in  some  degree,  to  consult  the  interests  of 
moneyed  men.  If  the  gentleman  from  New  Yoik 
had  givea  an  answer  to  the  qoestioo  of  (he  gea- 
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tleman  from  Connecticut,  (Mr.  Coit,)  his  obserya- 
tions  would  ha^e  been  much  more  to  the  purpose 
than  those  which  he  had  given  to  the  committee, 
which  was,  what  are  we  to  do,  provided  necessity 
calls  for  the  money,  and  it  cannot  be  got  on  the 
terms  specified  ?  He  had,  however,  wisely  avoid- 
ed giving  an  answer  to  a  question,  which,  in  his 
mind,  is  not  very  easy  of  solution.  The  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania  has  attempted  to  show 
that  there  can  be  no  difficulty  in  getting  the  moi- 
iMy,  by  reading  an  extract  from  a  letter  of  the  See^ 
tetary  of  the  Treasury.  That  gentleman  was  not 
always  so  willing  to  rely  upon  the  opinion  of  the 
Heaos  of  Departments:  he  should  be  glad  if  he 
was.  because  he  was  sure  they  were  deservixig  of 
eonndence.  But  what  is  the  opinion  of  the  Sec^ 
wtary  of  the  Treasury.  It  is  that  money  may  be 
obtained  on  reasonable  terms ;  but  he  does  not  say 
that  it  can  be  obtained  upon  this,  that,  or  the  other, 
interest.  He  founds  his  opinion  upon  the  perma^ 
Bency  of  the  revenue  of  the  United  States,  and 
upon  the  punctuality  with  which  our  former  aebrai 
•od  the  interest  upon  them,  have  been  paid :  and 
hence  he  infers  that  the  United  States  are  entitled  to 
credit,  and  therefore  ought  to  obtain  money  on 
good  terms.  But  the  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
iFania  cites  a  fact,  viz :  that  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  has  haa  offers  of  money  from  wealthy 
individuals.  He  had  no  doubt  ot  this ;  but  what 
are  the  reasonable  terms  spoken  of  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury?  No  one  can  say.  Those  terms 
depended  upon  the  value  of  money  at  the  time ; 
and  at  present  it  would  be  impossible  to  say  what 
that  would  precisely  be,  and  therefore  the  inter- 
est ought  not  to  be  fixed.  If  it  be,  the  quesiion 
returns,  what  shall  we  do  if  money  is  not  to  be  got 
at  that  price  ?  We  must  go  without  defence,  and 
be  wholly  unprepared  to  meet  the  attack  of  our 
eoemy.  The  prescribing  the  terms  of  the  loan, 
thoreiore,  in  his  opinson,  can  do  no  possible  good, 
bat  may  do  injury ;  and  he  had  himself  no  fear,  if 
the  business  at  large  was  left  with  the  President, 
that  it  would  be  improperly  executed. 

Mr.  Varnum  thouffht  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  had  put  the  business  upon  a  wrong  around. 
if  the  money  was  to  be  borrowed  abroad,  there 
might  be  some  doubt  whether  it  could  be  ffot  at 
the  interest  prescribed  by  law:  but  the  United 
States  have  certainly  a  right  to  say  to  her  own 
Ofitizens  what  interest  she  will  pay  ror  money  ad- 
yaneed  for  the  public  service.  That  i nterest  ought 
to  be  a  reasonable  comfiensation,  and  not  less  than 
Ae  current  rate  which  is  allowed  by  one  individ- 
ual to  another.  It  was  but  the  other  day,  when  a 
bill  was  before  the  House  authorizing  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  to  accept  of  certain  ships 
on  loan,  that  the  interest  of  the  money  advanced 
in  ^t  form  was  limited  to  six  per  cent. ;  and  he 
did  not  know  why  those  citizens  who  lent'  assist- 
ance in  the  form  of  ships  to  Gbvemment.  should 
not  be  entitled  to  the  same  interest  witn  those 
who  advanced  money.  Indeed,  if  one  class  of  per^ 
MNis  were  to  make  their  own  terms  with  Govern- 
ment, he  did  not  know  why  others  might  not  do 
the  same.  Why  may  not  dlie  ofieer  in  the  Army 
•ay  he  will  not  aenre,  unless  yon  pay  him  at  an 


extravagant  rate  ?  Or,  why  may  not  the  militia 
prescribe  their  own  terms  1  This  would  be  sub- 
versive of  the  principle  of  Government  itself.  It 
would  also  give  an  unlimited  rate  to  the  interest 
of  money ;  it  would  be  giving  to  avaricious  persons 
autadvantage  which  they  oufbt  not  to  have.  He 
believed  the  United  States  had  power  over  the 
persons  and  property  of  the  country  for  the  public 
service,  and  all  that  could  be  expected  in  return 
was  a  competent  compensation. 

If  no  money  could  be  sot,  and  an  army  was  on 
foot,  Government  would  have  a  right  to  seize  uik- 
on  provisions  wherever  they  found  them  ;  and  the 
people  who  furnished  supplies  must  wait  for  a 
reasonable  compensation  until  money  could  be  goL 
Besides,  moneyed  men  ought  the  more  readily  to 
come  forward  to  assist  Government,  since  their  nu>- 
ney  altogether  escapes  taxation.  A  very  heavy  tax 
is  about  to  be  laid  on  houses  and  land,  which  will 
not  touch  their  properly.  This  exemption  from 
taxation  he  could  scarcely  believe  men  who  had  so 
recently  ofiered  their  lives  and  fortunes  to  Govern- 
ment could  wish,  at  the  expense  of  their  more  in* 
digent  neighbors;  nor  could  he  believe  they  would 
expect  a  greater  compensation  for  their  money 
than  the  usual  interest,  especially  under  the  pre- 
sent exigencies  of  the  country. 

In  answer  to  the  gentleman  from  Connecticat, 
who  asked  what  must  be  done  if  money  could  not 
be  got  at  the  stated  interest,  he  should  suppose 
that,  in  that  case,  the  citizens  of  the  United  States 
would  be  called  into  service  without  money,  and 
provisions  must  be  taken  from  those  who  had  them 
to  spare.  The  citizens  of  the  United  States  would 
rather  submit  to  this  than  pay  50  per  cent,  for  mo- 
ney. He  would,  in  his  turn,  ask  gentlemen  what 
they  would  do  if  money  could  not  be  got  at  all  t 
Would  they,  in  that  case,  be  willing  to  submit  to 
a  foreign  Power  ?    He  had  no  such  idea. 

The  question  on  this  amendment  was  taken  by 
yeas  and  nays,  and  negatived— 48  to  34,  as  fol- 
lows: 

Yeas — ^Abraham  Baldwin,  David  Bard,  Lemuel  Bea- 
ton, Thomas  Blount,  Richard  Brent,  Demsej  Buige^ 
William  Charlee  Cole  Claiborne,  John  Clopton,  John 
Dawson,  George  Dent,  John  Fowler,  Albert  Gallatin, 
James  Gillespie,  Andrew  Gregg,  Carter  B.  Harrison, 
Jonathan  N.  Havens,  Joseph  Heister,  Edward  Living*- 
ton,  Matthew  Locke,  Matthew  Lyon,  Nathaniel  Maooo, 
Blair  McCIenachan,  Joseph  McDowell,  John  Milledg«^ 
Anthony  New,  kSamuel  Smith,  William  Smith,  Richsid 
Sprigg,  jr.,  Richard  Stanford,  Thomas  Somter,  John 
Tngg,  Joseph  B.  Yamam,  Abraham  Venable,  and  Robert 
WiiUams. 

Nats — John  Allen,  George  Baer,  jr.,  BaiW  Bait- 
lett,  James  A.  Bayard,  David  Brooks,  Stephen  Bullo^ 
Christopher  G.  Champlln,  Thomas  Claiborne,  Joshua 
Coit,  Wm.  Craik,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  Thomas  T.  DaTi^ 
William  Edmond,  Thomas  Evans,  Abiel  Foster,  Dwight 
Foster,  Jonathan  Freeman,  Henry  Glen,  Channoey 
Goodrich,  William  Gordon,  Roger  Griswold,  William 
Barry  Grove,  John  A.  Hanna,  I&bert  Goodloe  Harper, 
Thomas  Hartley,  WUHam  Hindman,  David  HoUnei^ 
Hesekiah  L.  Hosmer,  James  H.  Imlay,  Samnel  Lyman, 
William  Matthews,  Lewis  R.  Morns,  Harrison  O.  Otii^ 
V  Mm  Reed,  James^-dchUfeneB^ 
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SewftU,  William  Sbepud,  Thomas  Simuckaoo,  Samuel 
SUgraaTM^  Nathaniel  Smith,  Peieg  Sprague,  George 
Thatdier»  Richaid  ThomM,  Mark  Thomeon,  Thomas 
TiUinfl^ws^  John  E.  Van  Alen,  and  Feieg  Wadsvorth. 
The  other  part  of  the  amendment  was  then 
agreed  to— 47  votes  being  for  it — and  the  bill  was 
then  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 


Tuesday,  Jane  26. 

The  bill  to  punish  frands  on  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  the  bill  respecting  alien  enemies ; 
and  the  bill  to  authorize  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  to  borrow  money  for  the  pnbHc  service, 
were  severallv  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 
The  first  and  last  without  a  division;  that  re- 
specting alien  enemies  passed — 52  votes  being 
in  favor  of  it. 

The  House  went  through  the  bill  to  grant  a  lot 
of  land  to  Ely  Williams,  and  it  was  ordered  to  be 
read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

DIRECT  TAXES. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Harrison,  the  House  went 
Uito  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  lay 
and  collect  a  direct  tax  within  the  United  States; 
when 

Mr.  S.  Smith  moved  to  strike  out  of  the  second 
section  the  rates  of  taxes  to  be  laid  on  houses  of 
different  value,  with  a  view  of  introducing  words 
to  make  the  tax  fall  equally  on  houses  and  land, 
aecordinff  to  their  respective  values. 

It  mignt  be  said,  Mr.  S.  observed^  that  he  was 
iniueui^  by  the  mode  in  which  direct  taxes  are 
laid  in  the  State  of  Maryland,  which  were  always 
apportioned  according  to  the  real  value  of  every 
man's  property,  which  was  thought  honest  and 
fair.  It  might  oe  so.  but  it  appeared  to  him  that  the 
plan  proposed  is  of  tne  most  novel  and  exceptionable 
kind  he  nad  ever  heard  of.  Persons  are  not  to  be 
taxed  according  to  their  property,  but  the  tax  in- 
creases not  in  arithmetical  proportion,  but  in  a 
very  highly  increased  proportion.  Indeed,  if  this 
tax  k>e  laid  according  to  this  bill,  the  title  of  the 
hill  ought  to  be  changed.  It  ought  to  be  entitled 
''An  act  to  prevent  the  further  growth  of  cities, 
lowas,  and  villages,  in  the  United  States  of  Ame- 
rica," for  this  certainly  must  be  the  effect. 

This  plan,  he  understood,  was  predicated  upon 
the  idea  that  the  house  in  which  a  man  resides, 
is  a  fair  indication  of  his  personal  projperty,  and  as 
that  property  is  not  taxed  oy  this  bill,  it  is  proposed 
his  house  should  not  only  be  taxed  according  to 
its  value,  but  also  in  consideration  of  the  personal 
property  of  its  occupant.  In  some  countries,  Mr. 
o.  said,  this  might  be  a  good  criterion  on  which 
to  estimate  a  man's  personal  property ;  but,  in 
this  country,  he  did  not  believe  it  would  hold. 
A  house  in  a  city  will  be  assessed  at  three  or  four 
times  the  amount  that  a  house  in  the  country  will 
be  taxed  of  equal  siBe  and  quality,  and  whicncost 
the  same  sum  in  building.  For  instance,  a  house 
valued  at  93,000  in  the  country,  will  be  much 
krger  and  better  than  one  valued  at  910,000  in 
the  city.  By  this  plan  warehouses,  which  are  the 
productive  boildings  of  any,  (as  they  cost 
5th  Coir.— 65 


less,  and  often  let  for  more  than  dwelling  houses.) 
escape  taxation.  Nor  would  a  mill,  worth  $10,000^ 
pay  anything ;  nor  will  distilleries,  tanneries,  ot 
other  manufactories,  pay  a  shilling,  except  the  tax 
on  houses  and  slaves  should  fall  short  of  producing 
the  whole  amount  of  the  tax.  Why  this  valuabk 
description  of  property  should  be  excused  from 
tax,  he  could  not  tell ;  for  it  was  his  belief  tksf 
would  be  wholly  excused,  as  he  was  of  opinion  tnal 
the  whole  of  the  tax  would  be  collected  froni 
houses  and  slaves,  if  the  proposed  scale  is  adopted* 
Nor  is  this  alL  No  one  could  suppose  that  a 
tax  of  two  millions  o(  dollars  would  oe  sufficient 
to  meet  the  expenses  of  the  war  in  which  we  are 
about  to  be  engaged.  The  tax  will  doubtless  be 
increased  from  time  to  time,  and  it  will  be  i»> 
creased  on  the  same  scale  on  which  it  is  begOBi 
so  that  the  people  in  the  cities  wiU  not  be  able  to 
pay  so  heavy  a  tax;  for,  agreeably  to  the  scale 
proposed,  taking  houses  of  the  value  of  $15,000  at 
the  average,  they  will  pay  eleven  and  two-thkda 
per  cent,  on  the  rent  paid  for  houses.  [Mr.  Hart 
PER  interrupted  Mr.  S.  to  say  that,  as  he  found 
many  of  his  observations  went  to  the  quantttm  of 
tax  to  be  raised,  he  wished  to  inform  him  that  a 
gentleman  had  prepared  a  lower  scale  for  the  tax 
on  houses,  which  he  meant  to  propose.  Perhaps 
if  tlmt  was  moved  and  adopted,  the  objections  of 
the  gentleman  miffht  be  removed.]  Mr.  S.  thought 
he  had  expressed  nimself  clearly  against  the  {Min- 
ciple  of  the  bill.  He  wished  houses  and  othor 
property  to  be  taxed  according  to  their  value, 
whatever  that  value  might  be,  which  he  thought 
was  fair  and  equitable,  and,  without  this,  kt  the 
bill  be  modified  as  it  may,  it  will  be  exceptionable 
on  the  ground  of  justice  and  ri^ht ;  for  he  had  no 
idea  of  oppressing  one  description  of  citizens  with 
taxation,  to  almost  the  exclusion  of  others.  He 
himself  represented  about  one-third  citizens  and 
two-thirds  landholders,  and  it  could  be  laid  in  no 
way  in  which  it  would  affect  his  own.  property 
less  than  as  it  is  now  proposed. 

By  this  plan,  a  tax  of  irom  one-fifth  of  one  pet 

cent,  to  one  per  cent,  is  laid  upon  dwelling  houaet« 

The  scale  will  be  as  follows : 

Houses  of  the  value  of  from 

$100  to    $500,  vrill  pay  2-10  of  1  per  cent  or  $1 

600  to    1,000,     ^         3-10         "         "         3 

1,000  to    3,000,     "         4-10         «         "       la 

3,000  to    6,000,     "         5-10         "         «       30 

6,000  to  10,000,     «         6-10         "         «       60 

10,000  to  15,000,     "         7-10         «         "     106. 

15,000  to  20,000,     "         8-10         «         "     160 

20,000  to  30,000,     "         9-10         "         "     270 

Above  30,000,  one  per  cent. 

And  30,500  -  -  -  -        305 

This,  Mr.  S.  said,  must  be  considered  as  a  very 

heavy  tax  on  houses.    Those  of  the  hiffhest  value^ 

it  would  be  seen  by  the  estimate,  wouU  pay  $30o 

a  year;  and  though  there  may  not  be  many 

houses  of  this  highest  value  in  the  United  States, 

yet  there  are  many  worth  $20,000  in  the  largo 

cities.    There  would  be  none  in  the  country  of 

this  value ;  for  if  there  should  be  any  which  Mvt 

cost  that  sum  in  building,  no  one  would  say  that 

an  assessor  would  put  dtmn  such  a  house,  with  a 
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two  acre  lot,  at  more  than  $3,000  as  a  cash  price. 
It  would  neyer  reach  $5,000.  though  the  same 
house  in  the  city  would  be  valued  at  the  full  sum 
of  $2^,000.  Is  there,  said  he,  any  justice  in  this  ? 
No  man  could  say  so.  He  believed,  if  this  tax  be 
laid  as  now  proposed,  that  the  State  of  Maryland 
will  not  pay  one  farthing  upon  land,  and  the  im- 
prfiFemeuts  upon  land  other  than  houses.  *  The 
eity  of  Baltimore  alone^  in  a  tax  of  three-quarters 
per  cent.,  or  fifteen  shilUns^  in  the  hundred  ^unds, 
hid  for  the  purpose  of  lighting  and  paving  the 
city,  had  lately  paid  a  sum  equal  to  one-third  of 
the  whole  sum  laid  upon  the  State  of  Maryland 
by  this  direct  tax.  But  the  tax  is  laid  fairly  and 
honorably,  according  to  the  real  value  of  property, 
and  the  people  do  not  complain.  It  is  not  so 
much  the  weight  as  the  injustice  of  taxes  of  which 
the  people  complain. 

He  should  not  do  any  credit  to  his  constituents 
in  the  country,  to  suppose  that  they  wish  this  tax 
to  be  so  laid  as  to  oppress  the  inhabitants  of  the 
towns.  As  it  now  stood,  he  was  confident  it  would 
be  oppressive.  The  fairest  way  of  judging  of 
this  business  would  be  to  take  into  consideration 
the  rents  which  houses  pay  in  towns.  He  be- 
lieved, taking  ten  years  together,  no  owner  of 
houses  recei^^ed  more  than  a  clear  six  per  cent, 
for  his  money.  And,  if  this  opinion  is  correct,  a 
house  which  cost 
ftdOO  will  rent  for  $30,  and  pay  3^  per  cent.  tax. 
1,000        «  60,       «       6  " 

3,000        «  180,       ''       6  6-10      « 

6,000        «  360,       "       8}  « 

10,000        "  600,       «      10  « 

15,000        «  900,       "      llf  « 

20,000        «  1,200,       «      12|  ^' 

30,000        "  1,800,       «      15  « 

30,500        "  1,803,       «     18  " 

So  that  a  house  worth  $10,000  will  pay  ten  per 
cent  on  the  rent,  in  a  tax  to  the  Unit^  States. 
This,  he  thought,  might  be  called  a  tax  on  land- 
lords ;  for  what  man  would  lay  out  his  money  in 
building,  when  he  knew  the  General  Government 
is  to  take  one-tenth  part  of  the  rent  for  a  tax  ?  It 
may  be  said  that  this  tax  will  be  paid  by  the  renter 
of  a  house,  and  not  by  the  landlord.  This,  per- 
haps, may  be  done  in  time  of  war,  when  money  is 
eentiful  in  towns ;  but,  in  time  of  peace,  it  will 
11  principally  upon  landlords,  otherwise  mechan- 
ics will  be  obliged  to  le^ve  the  cities,  as  they  will 
not  be  able  to  pay  the  tax.  Inhabitants  of  cities 
already  lie  under  very  heayy  taxes.  It  is  not 
uncommon  for  citizens  to  pay  a  city  tax  of  from 
three  to  four  hundred  dollars  a  year,  so  that  the 
proposed  tax,  with  the  others  which  they  have 
to  pay,  will  amount  to  one-fourth  of  the  whole 
rent  received  by  a  landlord.  Mr.  S.  knew  that  a 
great  part  of  the  members  of  that  body  did  not 
personally  know  the  extent  of  the  impolicy  and 
injustice  of  this  tax,  but  he  trusted  and  believed 
that  when  they  reflected  that  this  tax  is  to  be  paid 
by  cities,  towns,  and  villages,  alone,  that  they 
would  compassionate  their  lellowHsitizens,  and  lay 
it  according  to  the  value  of  the  property.  As  it 
stood  at  present,  it  would  fall  principally  upon  the 
merchants  in  large  cities — a  class  or  men  who,  it 


is  well  known,  always  evince  a  readiness  to  contri- 
bute their  full  share  to  the  support  of  Government, 
and  who  are  now  spiritedly  aavancing  their  prop- 
erty to  build  ships  for  the  public  service.  He 
trusted,  therefore,  gentlemen  would  not  desire  to 
lay  all  upon  the  tree  horse;  for,  if  this  was  to  be 
the  plan  adopted  for  carrying  on  the  war,  it  will 
be  insupportable  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  cities, 
especially  when  this  tax  came  to  be  advanced  to 
five  millions  more ;  and  no  one  could  contemplate 
a  less  tax  than  that  another  year,  provided  the  war 
is  carried  on  with  efiect.  This  tax  would  be  the 
more  seyerely  felt  by  the  cities,  as  two-thirds  of 
the  commerce,  upon  which  they  principally  de- 
pend for  support,  will  be  lopped  ofi^  by  the  war ; 
so  that  they  would  not  only  be  burdened  with  taxes, 
but  deprived  of  their  usual  resources.  Mr.  S. 
complained  that  this  injustice  could  not  be  reme- 
died as  the  bill  stood.  It  was  true  it  might  be 
modified,  but  could  not  be  made  wholly  unobjec- 
tionable. 

Mr.  Harper  said,  as  he  foresaw,  from  the  first 
shape  that  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  gave 
his  speech,  it  has  happened.  The  committee  has 
been  entertained  with  an  ingenious  harangue 
which  had  no  application  to  the  question  under 
consideration  ;  for  the  question  is  not  whether  the 
tax  is  too  high — he  was  inclined  to  think  it  was — 
but  whether  houses  should  be  taxed  separate  from 
land.  The  gentleman  from  Maryland  wishes  them 
to  be  blended  together ;  but  he  has  ^iven  no  reason 
for  acting  thus,  except  that  high-priced  houses  pay 
too  much,  and  land  too  little ;  but,  if  this  was  the 
case,  an  alteration  might  very  well  take  place 
without  blending  the  two  kinds  of  property  toge- 
ther. He  would  inform  the  gentleman  from  Ma- 
ryland that  this  subject  had  been  fully  discussed, 
while  he  was  absent  from  the  House,  and  the  re- 
sult had  been,  that  houses  and  land  should  be  tax- 
ed separately,  upon  a  plan  like  that  which  he  saw 
adopted.  The  gentleman  has  shown  how  much 
houses  of  various  values  will  pay  in  proportion  to 
their  rent,  for  which  the  committee  are  obliged. 
It  is  a  matter  of  arithmetic,  at  which  that  gentle- 
man is  yery  expert ;  but  he  believed  it  would  be 
the  best  to  sufier  the  tax  to  be  laid  for  this  year  in 
the  way  proposed ;  and  if  it  should  be  laid  another 
year,  any  alteration  which  shall  be  found  to  be 
necessary  can  then  be  made.  One  point  is,  how- 
ever, extremely  clear,  viz :  that  it  will  oe  neces- 
sary to  keep  houses  and  land  separate,  as  a  bill 
has  already  been  passed  for  making  a  distinct  ral- 
uation. 

Mr.  H.  said,  it  had  been  represmited  to  him  by 
a  number  of  gentlemen,  that  the  tax  as  it  now 
stands  would  fall  too  heavy  upon  a  certain  de- 
scription of  houses ;  and  if  the  motion  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Maryland  should  be  rejected,  another 
miffht  be  brought  forward  to  efi*ect  that  object; 
and  he,  for  one,  should  be  ready  to  listen  to  any 
arguments  which  might  be  offered,  to  show  the 
propriety  of  reducing  them. 

Mr.  Qallatin  differed  from  the  gentleman  from 
Maryland,  very  widely,  as  to  the  details  which  ha 
has  given  to  the  committee,  and  as  to  what  he 
supposes  will  be  the  efiect  ot  thi^  tax.  ThMt  gen- 
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tleman  objects  to  it,  because  he  concludes  it  will 
be  une<}ual,  and  that  it  will  bear  particularly  hard 
upon  cities ;  he  objected  to  it  also  as  unequal,  but 
as  falling  too  heavily  upon  the  country. 

When  this  subject  was  first  before  Congress, 
not  being  possessed  of  any  data  on  which  to  go, 
and  every  gentleman  being  left  to  make  his  own 
calculations  upon  it^  every  one  calculated  accord- 
ing to  the  information  wnich  he  personally  pos- 
sessed ;  and  the  moment  the  principle  of  inequali- 
ty was  introduced,  every  one  endeavored  to  pre- 
vent its  falling  too  heavily  upon  his  constituents, 
and  naturally  leaned  to  the  side  in  which  he  was 
interested.    Instead  of  this  tax  falling  too  heavily 

Xn  houses,  he  believed,  according  to  the  scale 
pted.  the  tax  paid  upon  the  two  lowest  descrip- 
tions or  houses,  would  be  much  less  than  that 
upon  land.  The  tax  upon  land,  hQ  apprehended, 
would  be  about  one-quarter  of  one  per  cent,  upon 
its  real  value  in  Pennsylvania,  and  the  scale  fixed 
for  houses  puts  two-tenths  of  one  per  cent, 
upon  those  of  the  lowest,  and  three-tenths  upon 
the  second  class,  which  includes  houses  of  the 
value  of  one  thousand  dollars.  However  he  mi^ht 
disagree  with  the  gentleman  in  the  result  of  his 
calculations,  he  agreed  with  him  that  it  is  not 
right  to  introduce  the  present  principle  of  inequal- 
ity in  the  bill ;  but  if  it  was  the  wish  of  the  House 
to  do  away  this,  the  section  should  altogether  be 
struck  out,  and  lay  a  tax  of  an  equal  ner  centum 
upon  houses  and  land  according  to  tneir  value. 
This,  he  believed,  would  be  the  best,  as  the  mo- 
ment they  are  separated,  Congress  legislated  in 
the  dark.  He  was  in  favor  of  the  principle  which 
subjected  houses  of  a  higher  value  to  an  increased 
tax^  according  to  their  value,  but  he  was  against 
laying  a  definite  tax  upon  houses,  without  know- 
ing how  much  would  tall  upon  land.  He  wished 
to  connect  them  together. 

Mr.  G.  went  into  a  calculation  to  prove  that  the 
scale  as  it  now  stands  will  fall  more  heavily  upon 
land  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  than  upon 
houses  of  the  value  of  one  thousand  dollars  and 
un^r ;  and  this  he  wished  to  avoid.  In  order  to 
do  this,  he  proposed  an  amendment,  that  when 
land  shall  pay  two-tenths  of  one  per  cent,  upon 
its  value,  then  the  rate  upon  houses  shall  be  the 
same  as  proposed  in  the  bill;  but  that,  if  land  shall 
pay  more,  then  the  tax  on  houses  shall  also  be 
increased ;  or,  if  less  than  that,  it  be  decreased  ac- 
cordingly. 

Mr.  Livingston  did  not  wish  to  separate  houses 
from  land  in  this  system  of  taxation ;  nor  did  he 
see  any  justice  in  making  one  description  of 
houses  pay  more  than  finother,  except  as  in  pro- 
portion to  their  value.  He  could  not  see  upon 
what  principle  of  justice  a  man  in  the  city  pos- 
sessed of  a  good  house  should  pay  ten  times  the 
tax  upon  it  that  is  paid  by  a  person  in  the  country 
possessing  a  house  of  equal  goodness.  He  had  no 
objection  to  the  houses  and  land  being  valued  se- 
parately, provided  an.  equal  tax  was  laid  upon 
each.  He  wished  to  hear  some  reason  assigned  for 
thb  apportionment  of  the  tax. 

Mr.  Otis  could  sive  no  other  answer  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  x  ork  than  had  been  repeatedly 


given  on  this  floor;  and  though  the  gendeman 
was  unacquainted  with  the  principle,  it  is  never- 
theless laid  down  bv  the  best  writers  on  the  sub- 
ject of  taxation,  ana  practised  upon  by  those  na- 
tions who  have  had  tne  most  experience  in  taxa- 
tion, viz :  that  good  houses  are  in  general  a  bet- 
ter criterion  of  the  wealth  of  their  possessbrs  than 
any  other.  This  principle,  there  is  no  doubt,  will 
throw  a  ^reat  part  of  this  tax  on  cities;  but  though 
he  was  himself  the  Representative  of  one  of  these 
cities,  and  it  would  of  course  lava  heavier  burden 
upon  his  constituents  than  if  the  tax  was  laid  in 
the  way  proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  New 
York,  yet,  believing,  as  he  did,  that  it  was  a  just 
and  equitable  mode  of  laying  the  tax,  he  was  in 
favor  of  it.  But  he  should  not  be  willing  to  go  to 
the  extent  proposed  by  this  bill,  as  he  believed  it 
would  lay  too  heavy  a  tax  on  large  h^ses.  He, 
therefore,  wished  to  introduce  a  different  scale, 
which  should  lower  the  tax  on  large  houses,  provid- 
ed the  present  motion  was  not  carried,  which  he 
hoped  It  would  not.  Mr.  O.  could  not  believe  the 
position  of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr. 
Gallatin)  well  founded,  that  the  proposed  tax 
would  fall  heavier  on  land  than  on  nouses.  He 
believed  it  would  fall  heaviest  on  houses,  and  he 
thought  it  tight  that  it  should  do  so.  He  liked 
this  mode  of  laying  the  tax,  as  it  was  founded 
upon  a  principle  wnich  had  been  well  digested 
and  adopted  by  the  Treasury  Department,  and  he 
thought  it  much  safer  to  be  guided  by  the  result 
of  the  inquiries  and  determinations  of  that  De- 
partment, than  b]^  the  opinions  of  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania,  or  of  any  committee  of  that 
House. 

Mr.  Vbnablb  said,  it  would  be  impossible  gen- 
demen  should  a^ree  on  this  subject,  if  they  were 
to  be  referred  always  to  the  Departments.  If 
that  course  was  to  be  adopted,  this  House  would 
become  a  mere  registry  of  edicts.  He  hoped  ^en- 
lemen  would  fort^ar  to  press  these  considerations 
upon  the  House,  knowing  that  they  alone  are  re- 
sponsible, and  that  they  will  consent  to  take  up 
whatever  comes  before  them,  and  act  upon  it, 
without  any  reference  to  the  opinions  of  the  Heads 
of  Departments.  Mr.  V.  said,  he  had  seconded 
the  motion  to  strike  out  this  part  of  the  clause, 
and  he  did  it  with  a  view  of  bringing  the  business 
in  the  same  situauon  in  which  it  had  before  been 
screed  to,  viz :  that  ^here  should  be  no  classifica- 
tion of  houses,  but  that  thev  should  be  merelv 
valued  separately  from  the  land.  This  amend- 
ment does  not  go  to  blend  the  houses  and  lands 
in  one  valuation ;  for,  though  the  gendeman  from 
Maryland  wished  to  have  the  matter  so  placed,  it 
would  be  easy  to  fix  one  rate  on  houses  and  another 
on  land,  after  this  amendment  shall  ha  ve  been  agreed 
to.  Mr.  V.  believed  it  would  be  best  to  tax  all  prop- 
erty according  to  its  value ;  for,  though  houses 
might  be  a  pretty  correct  criterion  of  the  amount 
of  a  person's  other  property  in  some  parts  of  the 
country,  it  was  not  the  case  in  other  parts  where 
he  was  best  acquainted. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  spoke  in  explanation. 

Mr.  Gallatin  supposed,  if  any  quesUon  could 
have  occurred  in  which  the  doctrm^  of  confidence 
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-might  have  beeo  kept  out  of  view,  it  would  have 
been  a  question  of  this  kind,  but  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  has  thought  proper  to  intro- 
duce it,  instead  of  examining  the  arguments  which 
have  been  urged  against  this  section.  If,  said 
Mr.  Q.J  we  have  not  sufficient  documents  to  act 
upon,  IS  it  to  be  concluded  from  thence  that  we 
must  adopt  the  opinion  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury?  Certainly  not.  He  had  no  more 
data  than  they  had.  He  had,  indeed,  laid  down 
a  scale  for  a  tax  on  houses ;  and  if  Congress  are 
compelled  to  adopt  a  plan  of  this  kind,  he  would 
rather  adopt  the  one  recommended  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  than  that  of  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts.  He  was  in  favor  of  adopt- 
ing a  scale  for  a  tax  upon  houses,  provided 
that  scale  does  not  bear  hard  upon  his  con- 
stituents ;  iT  it  be  such  a  plan  as  he  likes.  The 
Committee  of  the  Whole  has  no  data  by  which 
to  determine  whether  the  assumption  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury,  that  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  tnat  of  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts,  or  the  one  which  he  proposed,  is 
the  most  just.  But  he  had  already  declared  that 
he  was  in  favor  of  connecting  the  tax  on  the  two 
kinds  of  property  together.  Mr.  G.  concluded  by 
makip^  some  observations  upon  what  had  fallen 
from  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  insisting 
that  any  variation  to  lower  the  tax  on  houses, 
would  make  it  bear  too  heavily  on  land. 

The  question  was  put  on  ^fr.  Smith's  amend- 
ment, and  it  was  negatived — 49  to  28. 

Mr.  Gallatin  made  the  motion  which  he  had 
before  suggested,  of  raising  or  lowering  the  tax 
on  houses  and  land,  when  it  should  bear  too  hard 
upon  one  or  the  other. 

After  a  few  observations  by  Mr.  Gallatin  and 
Mr.  S.  Smith,  in  favor  of  it,  and  by  Mr.  Harper 
and  Mr.  Otis,  a^inst  it,  it  was  negatived — 26 
votes  only  being  lor  it. 

Mr.  Ons  then  moved  his  amendment,  viz :  to 
strike  out  the  scale  as  it  stood  in  the  bill,  and  in- 
stead of  raising  the  different  classes  of  the  tax  on 
houses  by  ten  cents,  he  proposed  to  raise  them  by 
^ve,  so  as  to  have  reduced  the  highei^t  tax  of  three 
hundred  dollars  on  a  house  to  one  hundred  and 
eiffhty  dollars. 

This  motion  was  supported  by  Messrs.  Harper 
and  Otis,  and  opposed  by  Messrs.  Gallatin  and 
Sbeparu. 

The  committee  then  rose,  without  taking  a 
question,  and  the  House  adjourned. 


Wednesday,  June  27. 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  sale  of  a  tract  of  land 
in  Galliopolis  to  Ely  Williams,  was  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

DIRECT  TAXES. 
The  House  asain  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  lay  and  collect  di- 
rect taxes  within  the  United  States ;  when  Mr. 
Otis's  motion  for  altering  the  scale  of  taxing 
houses  being  under  consideration, 

Mr.  T.  Clatborhe  said,  that  the  gentleman 


from  Massachusetts,  who  seemed  to  lament  so 
strongly  that  lar^re  houses  should  ^y  so  heavy  a 
proportion  of  this  tax,  seemed  to  have  forgrottea 
that  the  occupiers  of  them  bad  generally  their 
thousands  and  tens  of  thousands  employed  in  trade, 
or  otherwise,  upon  which  no  tax  is  laid  bv  this 
bill.  But  the  gentleman  says  this  is  the  class  of 
men  from  whom  Grovemment  must  look  for  loans 
of  money,  and  therefore  they  ooffht  not  to  be  too 
hardly  borne  upon ;  but  if  they  lent  money,  Mr. 
C.  supposed  they  would  have  an  equivalent  in- 
terest paid  for  it.  and  no  obligation  would  exist  on 
that  account.  And  when  the  gentleman  speaks 
so  feelingly  with  respect  to  houses  in  cities,  he 
does  not  remember  that  houses  in  the  country  also 
pay  a  tax,  and  that  the  occupiers  of  them  also  pay 
for  their  houses  and  slaves  in  addition.  If  a  man 
who  occupies  a  large  and  valuable  house  be  called 
upon  for  a  tax  of  two  hundred  dollars,  a  person  in 
the  country  who  does  not  possess  one-tenth  part 
of  the  property,  would  be  called  upon  for  an  equal 
sum.  Mr.  C.  wished  the  tax  to  be  laid  equally  t 
and  be  believed  a  man  who  had  to  pay  but  a  small 
part  of  this  tax,  as  his  property  will  be  conse- 
quently small,  will  feel  it  as  heavily,  or  more  so, 
as  those  who  will  have  to  pay  a  larger  part  of  the 
tax,  out  of  their  larger  property.  He  hoped  the 
amendment  would  not,  therefore,  take  place ;  for, 
if  it  be  founded  on  justice,  he  had  been  blind  from 
his  infancy,  and,  if  so,  he  wished  gentlemen  to 
take  the  beam  from  before  his  eyes,  by  showing 
him  that  he  was  mistaken. 

Mr.  Shepard  spoke  in  explanation. 

Mr.  CoiT  said,  it  could  not  be  expected  that 
this  tax  would  be  laid  in  the  best  possible  manfier 
at  present,  for  want  of  information  ;  but.  as  it  ww 
only  for  one  year,  any  error  might  easily  be  cor- 
rected anoth^  year,  if  it  was  found  necessary  to 
continue  the  t^x. 

Mr.  €k)RD0N  was  aware  that  no  system  could 
be  devised  for  laying  the  present  tax,  which  would 
be  wholly  unobjectionable.  Congress  must  eon- 
ten  t  themselves  with  such  a  one  as  shall  appear  to 
them  best  upon  the  whole.  The  present  molioa 
went  to  lower  the  tax  on  houses,  from  an  idea 
that  it  would  fall  too  heavily  on  towns,  and  too 
lightly  upon  lands.  However  this  mignt  be  the 
case  in  some  States,  which  contain  a  number  of 
large  towns,  he  was  certain  it  would  not  be  the 
case  in  some  others,  which  are  chiefly  agricul- 
tural. 

In  the  State  from  which  he  came,  instead  of 
operating  too  heavily  upon  houses,  it  will  have  a 
contrary  effect,  and  fall  oppressively  upon  land- 
holders, exonerating  the  possessors  of  large  and 
valuable  houses,  who  had  tneir  property  employed 
in  trade,  or  otherwise,  from  their  share  of  the  tax. 
He  should,  therefore,  be  opposed  to  the  present 
motion. 

Mr.  G.  went  into  ar^ments  to  show  the  nro- 
priety  of  laying  a  heavier  tax  on  large  houses  than 
on  small,  according  to  their  value,  and  also  than 
on  land,  from  their  being,  generally,  represent- 
ative of  personal  property,  uniich  is  not  taxed  by 
this  bill. 

Mr.  N.  Smith  hoped  the  oo|nmittee  woold 
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m^ee  to  take  thi»  question.  He  believed  saffieient 
discussion  had  already  taken  place  upon  it,  and  he 
trusted  gentlemen  would  forbear  making  any  fur- 
ther speeches. 

Mr.  Otis  felt  the  rebuke  of  his  friend  from  Con- 
necticut, though  he  trusted  it  was  not  particularly 
meant  for  him.  But  gentlemen  who  had  not  been 
present  in  the  former  part  of  this  discussion,  seem 
to  have  misunderstooa  him.  Mr.  O.  repeated  his 
former  observations,  and  repeated  his  wish  that 
this  tax  should  fall  much  heavier  on  the  occupiers 
of  large  houses  than  upon  the  occupiers  of  small 
ones. 

Mr.  O.  then  took  a  view  of  the  amount  of  the 
tax  which  he  supposed  would  be  paid  by  the  oc- 
cupiers of  houses  of  different  sizes,  showing  the 
large  proportion  which  would  be  paid  by  the  po»- 
^essors  of  valuable  houses,  and  again  enforced  the 
propriety  of  his  amendment. 

Mr.  Gallatin  went  into  an  examination  of  the 
arguments  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts, 
observing  that,  if  this  amendment  was  agreed  to, 
its  effect  would  evidently  be  to  lower  the  tax  on 
houses,  and  to  increase  it  on  land ;  and,  by  an  offi- 
cial statement  of  the  taxes  paid  by  the  State  of 
Massachusetts,  asserted  that  the  tax  on  houses,  as 
it  stands  in  the  bill,  will  not  be  so  high  in  that 
State  as  the  tax  on  lands,  and  that,  therefore,  if 
any  alteration  ought  to  be  made,  the  tax  on  houses 
ought  to  be  increased,  instead  or  lowered. 

The  question  was  put  and  n^atived,  there  be- 
ing only  twenty-three  votes  for  it. 

The  bill  was  further  proceeded  with,  and  the 
-eommittee  had  leave  to  sit  again. 

Mr.  Allbn  laid  a  resolution  upon  the  table, 
pioposingthe  appointment  of  a  committee  to  bring 
in  a  bill  to  authorize  the  Supervi8<>f8  of  the  Rev- 
enue to  send  and  receive  paekeu  and  letters  free 
^postage. 

This  resolution  was  subeeqnently  taken  up,  and 
passed. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  aiclosing  a  letter  from  the 
€k)Tvrnor  of  Pennsylvania,  on  the  subject  of  the 
mrrival  of  a  number  of  French  inhabitants  at  Phi- 
ladelphia from  Port-au-Prince ;  which  was  commit- 
ted to  the  Committee  for  the  Protection  of  Com- 
merce and  the  Defence  of  the  Country. 


Thursday,  June  28. 

Mr.  SiTGREAVES  read  the  copy  of  a  letter  from 
Major  Tousard,  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  at  Port 
Mifflin,  dated  this  morning,  stating  that  a  danger- 
<ms  mutiny  was  last  night  discovered  amongst 
the  vessels  in  quarantine,  now  lying  at  the  fort. 
He  did  not,  however,  mean  to  excite  unnecessary 
alarm  in  the  House,  as  he  believed  the  Executive 
<»f  the  State  and  of  the  United  States  had  taken 
measures  to  prevent  any  serious  mischief  taking 
place,  but  to  show  that  immediate  attention  is  ne- 
cessary to  be  paid  to  the  subject. 

DIRECT  TAXES. 
The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  hill  to  lay  and  collect  di- 


rect taxes  within  the  United  States;  and,  after 
making  a  number  of  amendments  of  little  import- 
ance, the  committee  rose,  and  had  leave  to  sit 
again. 

Mr.  Sewall  reported  a  bill  on  the  subject  of 
the  emigrants  arrived  from  Port-au-Prince ;  and 
a  bill  for  the  further  protection  of  the  commerce 
of  the  United  States,  which  were  committed. 


Friday,  June  29. 

Mr.  Harper  presented  a  memorial  from  certain 
merchants  of  this  city,  stating  that  they  are  own- 
ers of  certain  vessels,  now  lym^  at  the  fort  from 
St.  Domingo,  on  board  of  which  are  a  number 
of  passengers  which  they  are  informed  the  mas- 
ters of  their  vesseb  will  not  be  permitted  to 
land,  owinff  to  the  present  critical  state  oi  the 
country.  Thev  state  this  as  a  heavy  loss  to  them, 
as  their  vessels  are  generally  richly  laden,  and 
they  are  desirous  of  having  them  speedily  unladen. 
As  the  masters  of  their  vessels  never  met  with 
any  difficulty  of  this  kind  heretofore,  but  had  con- 
sidered this  country  as  an  asylum  for  all  who 
chose  to  come  to  it,  the  memorialists  trust  Con- 
gress will  grant  them  such  relief  as  the  justice  of 
their  case  shall  deserve,  and  they  shall  think  right 
and  proper  to  afford.  Referred  to  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  to  whom  has  been  referred  the  bill 
supplementary  to  the  act  concerning  aliens. 

DIRECT  TAXES. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  laying  and  col- 
lecting a  direct  tax ;  when 

Mr.  Harp£R  moved  to  fill  the  blank  to  contain 
the  amount  of  the  tax  on  slaves,  from  the  age  of 
twelve  to  fifty,  with  fifty  cents.  This  tax,  he  said, 
would  fall  unequally  on  the  different  States  h<^d- 
ing  slaves.  He  believed  in  the  State  which  he 
represented,  the  owners  of  slaves  might,  with  pro- 
priety, be  called  upon  for  a  higher  tax,  as  their 
employment  is  very  productive,  and  most  of  the 
taxes  of  that  State  are  collected  from  slaves.  At 
present  they  pay  a  dollar  a  head,  large  and  small ; 
but  in  other  States,  where  the  slaves  are  not  so 
productive,  this  tax  would  be  sufficiently  large. 

Mr.  Yen  able  said,  the  large  slaveholders,  as 
they  generally  occupied  the  largest  houses,  are 
already  taxed  for  their  slaves,  on  account  of  that 
description  of  houses  being  taxed  as  the  represent- 
^^ives  of  other  property,  so  that  they  would  have 
to  pay  a  double  tax;  and  if  the  tax  was  kid  so 
heavily  on  houses  and  slaves,  there  would  be  no- 
thing left  for  land  to  pay.  And,  if  this  should  be 
the  case,  certain  districts  of  the  State  of  Virginia 
will  pay  almost  the  whole  of  the  tax,  and  others 
scarcely  any.  At  present  the  slaveholding  parts 
of  the  State  are  burdened  with  the  heaviest  part 
of  the  State  taxes ;  and  if  so  heavy  a  tax  as  fifty 
cents  a  slave  be  added,  it  will  produce  a  very  un- 
equal tax.  He  thought  half  tne  sum  mentioned 
would  be  sufficient. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  said,  the  gentleman^s  arguments 
went  more  against  the  nature  of  the  tax  thaA 
against  the  amount  of  it.    That  part  of  the  fikale 
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in  which  he  lire<L  and  westward,  would  pay  but 
a  small  portion  or  this  tax.  He  thoufi:ht  it  would 
be  better  to  strike  out  this  part  of  the  bill  alto- 
ether  ;  but  if  slayes  were  to  be  taxed  at  all,  half  a 
ollar  a  head  could  not  be  too  much,  as  that  is  only 
the  sum  which  a  hoiise  of  the  value  of  one  thou- 
sand dollars  will  pay. 

Mr.  Yen  ABLE  spoke  in  explanation. 

Mr.  Gallatin  went  into  an  extensive  view  of 
the  subject,  in  order  to  show  that  fifty  cents  would 
be  too  low  a  tax  upon  slaves,  in  proportion  to  the 
tax  laid  upon  houses  and  land.  The  result  of  his 
calculations  was.  that  sixty-five  cents  would  come 
the  nearest  to  tne  due  proportion  which  slaves 
ought  to  bear  of  the  tax,  and  he  moved  to  fill  the 
blank  with  that  sum. 

After  a  few  observations,  in  which  Messrs.  N. 
Smith,  T.  Claiborne,  Harrison,  Harper,  and 
McDowell,  were  opposed  to  the  motion,  and  Mr. 
Gallatin,  only,  in  favor  of  it — it  was  negatived 
without  a  division. 

The  question  on  fifty  cents  was  then  put,  and 
carried. 

The  committee  rose,  when  Mr.  S.  Smith  re- 
newed his  motion  to  make  the  tax  equal  on  houses 
and  on  land,  and  all  other  improvements.  It  was 
negatived  by  the  yeas  and  nays  being  taken-~46 
to  32,  as  follows  : 

TxAS — George  Baer,  jr.,  Abraham  Baldwin,  David 
Bard,  Lemuel  Benton,  Stephen  Bullock,  John  Chap- 
man, John  Clopton,  John  Dawson,  Thomas  Evans,  Jolm 
Fowler,  Jonathan  Freeman,  Albert  Gallatin,  William 
Gordon,  Carter  B.  Harrison,  Jonathan  N.  Havens,  Da- 
vid Holmes,  Walter  Jones,  Edward  Livingston,  Mat- 
thew Lyon,  Nathaniel  Macon,  William  Matthews,  An- 
thony New,  Samuel  Smith,  Peleg  Sprague,  Richard 
Sprigg,  jr.,  Richard  Stanford,  Thomas  Sumter,  Thom- 
as Tillinghast,  John  Trigg,  Philip  Van  Cortlandt»  Jo- 
seph B.  Yamum,  and  Abraham  Yenable, 

x^ATs — John  Allen,  Bailey  Bartlett,  Thomas  Blount 
Demsey  Barges,  Cluristopher  G.  Champlin,  Thomas 
Claiborne,  WilliamCharies  Cole  Claiborne,  James  Coch- 
ran, Joshua  Coit,  Wm.  Craik,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  Greorge 
Dent,  William  Edmond,  Abiel  Foster,  Dwight  Foster, 
James  Gillesme,  Henry  Glen,  Chauncey  Goodrich,  An- 
drew Gregg,  Roger  Grriswold,  Wm.  Barry  Grove,  Robert 
€roodloe  Harper,  Thomas  Hartley,  William  Hindman, 
James  H.  Imlay,  John  Wilkes  Kittera,  Matthew  Locke, 
Samuel  Lyman,  Joseph  McDowell,  John  Milledge, 
Lewis  R.  Morris,  Harrison  G.  Otis,  Isaac  Parker,  John 
Reed,  James  Schureman,  Samuel  Sewall,  William 
Shejpard,  Thomas  Sinnickson,  Samuel  Sitgreaves,  Na- 
thaniel Smith,  William  Smith,  George  Thatcher,  Rich- 
ard Thomas,  Mark  Thomson,  John  E.  Van  Alen,  and 
Peleg  Wadsworth. 

Mr.  T.  Claiborne  also  called  the  yeas  and 
nays  upon  filling  the  blank  with  fifty  cents,  which 
was  negatived — 54  to  24,  as  follows : 

Yeas— John  Allen,  George  Baer,  jr.,  Bailey  Bartlett, 
Stephen  Bullock,  Demsey  Burgee,  Christopher  G. 
Champlin,  John  Chapman,  James  Cochran,  Joshua 
Coit,  Samuel  W.Dana,  Thomas  T.  Davis,  John  Dawson, 
William  Edmond,  Thomas  Evans,  Abiel  Foster,  Dwight 
Foster,  John  Fowler,  Jonathan  Freeman,  Albert  Gal- 
latin, Henry  Glen,  Chauncey  Goodrich,  Roger  Gris- 
wold,  William  Barry  Grove,  Robert  Goodloe  Harper, 
Thomas  Hartley,  Jonathan  N.  Havens,  David  Hobnes, 


James  H.  Imlay,  John  Wilkes  Kittera,  Edward  Liv- 
ingston, Samuel  L3rman,  Nathaniel  Macon,  William 
Matthews,  Lewis  R.  Morris,  Harrison  G.  Otis,  Isaac 
Parker,  John  Reed,  James  Schureman,  Samuel  SewaU,. 
William  Shepard,  Thomas  Sinnickson,  Samuel  Sit- 
greaves, Nathaniel  Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  Wm.  Smith,^ 
Peleg  Sprague,  Richard  Stanford,  George  Thatcher, 
Richard  Thomas,  Mark  Thomson,  John  E.  Yan  Alen^ 
Philip  Yan  Cortlandt,  Joseph  B.  Yamum,  and  Peleg 
Wadsworth. 

Nats — Abraham  Baldwin,  David  Bard,  Lemnrf 
Benton,  Thomas  Blount,  Thomas  Claiborne,  William 
Charles  Cole  Claiborne,  John  Clopton,  William  Craik, 
George  Dent,  James  Gillei^ie,  WilUam  Gordon,  An- 
drew Gregg,  Carter  B.  Harrison,  William  HindmaOt 
Walter  Jones,  Matthew  Locke,  Matthew  Lyon,  J<dm 
Milledge,  Anthony  New,  Richard  Sprigg,  jun.,  Thoma» 
Sumter,  Thomas  Tillinghast,  John  Ti%g,  and  Abi»- 
ham  Yenable. 

Mr.  Gallatin  renewed  his  amendment,  to  make 
the  tax  on  houses  and  land  bear  a  proportion  to 
each  other^  and  to  provide  that  land  should  not 
be  taxed  higher  than  the  rate  per  cent,  laid  upon 
houses  of  the  lowest  value.  The  yeas  and  nays 
were  taken,  and  it  was  negatived — 39  to  38,  as 
follows : 

Teas — Abraham  Baldwin,  David  Bard,  Lemuel 
Benton,  Thomas  Blount,  Stephen  Bullock,  Demsey 
Burges,  John  Chapman,  Thomas  Claiborne,  Wm.  C. 
C.  Claiborne,  John  Clopton,  John  Dawson,  George 
Dent,  Thomas  Evans,  Jonathan  Freeman,  Albert  Galla- 
tin, James  Gillespie,  William  Gordon,  Andrew  Gregg, 
Carter  B.  Harrison,  Thomas  Hartley,  Jonathan  N. 
Havens,  Joseph  Heister,  David  Holmes,  Walter  Jones, 
Edward  Livingston,  Matthew  Lyon,  William  Mat- 
thews, Joseph  McDowell,  Anthony  New,  Wm.  Smith, 
Peleg  Sprague,  Richard  Sprigg,  Jrn  Thomas  Sumter, 
Thomas  TiUinghast,  John  Trigg,  Philip  Yan  Cortlandt,. 
Joseph  B.  Yamum,  and  Abraham  Yenable. 

Nats — John  Allen,  George  Baer,  Jr.,  Bailey  Bart- 
lett, Christopher  G.  Champlin,  James  Cochran,  Joahom 
Coit,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  Thomas  T.  Davis,  WiUiaiD 
Edmond,  AUel  Foster,  Dwi^t  Foster,  John  Fowler, 
Henry  Glen,  Chauncey  Goodrich,  Roger  GriswoM, 
Robert  Goodloe  Harper,  William  HindnuA,  James  H. 
Imlay,  John  Wilkes  Kittera,  Matthew  Locke,  Samuel 
Lyman,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Lewis  R.  Morris,  Harriaoit 
G.  Otis,  Isaac  Parker,  John  Reed,  James  Schureman, 
Samuel  Sewall,  William  Shepard,  Thomas  Sinnickson, 
Samuel  Sitgreaves,  Nathaniel  Smith,  Samuel  Smith, 
Richard  Stanford,  George  Thatcher,  Richard  Thomas, 
Mark  Thomson,  John  E.  Yan  Alen,  and  Peleg  Wads* 
worth. 

Mr.  Holmes,  previous  to  the  question  being  pat 
on  the  above  motion,  said  he  should  make  no  ob- 
servations as  to  the  manner  in  which  this  tax 
would  operate,  though,  from  the  knowledge  he 
had  of  his  own  district  and  the  one  adjoining,  con- 
sisting of  the  counties  of  Berkely  and  Frederick, 
he  thought  the  discrimination  would  have  an  in- 
jurious effect  in  that  part  of  Yirginia,  from  its  be- 
ing more  thickly  settled  and  more  improved  than 
any  other  part  of  the  State. 

He  rose  to  observe,  that  an  idea  had  struck  him 
that  a  part  of  this  law  does  not  altogether  accord 
with  that  {Mirt  of  the  Constitution  which  says  r 
"  No  capitation  or  direct  tax  shall  be  laid,  uunless- 
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in  proportion  to  the  census  or  enumeration  of  the 
innahitants  of  the  United  States,"  as  it  supposes 
that  the  proposed  tax  on  houses  and  slaves  may 
exceed  the  wnole  of  the  tax  apportioned  to  a  State, 
in  which  case  the  surplus  is  to  he  paid  into  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  States,  and  placed  to  the 
credit  of  such  State ;  and  though  a«  provision  is 
made  for  crediting  the  said  State  with  the  surplus 
money,  he  did  not  helieve  that  would  he  strictly 
conformable  to  the  Constitution ;  since  it  would 
hav.e  the  operation  of  a  forced  loan  upon  a  State 
which  should  be  so  circumstanced,  wnich  would 
not  be  warranted  by  the  Constitution. 

Mr.  H.  said,  the  matter  had  struck  him  in  this 
light ;  if  he  was  mistaken,  he  should  thank  any 
fpentleman  to  clear  away  his  doubts  on  the  sub- 
ject. 

After  the  decision  on  Mr.  Gallatin's  motion 
had  taken  place, 

Mr.  Harper,  in  order  to  remove  the  Constitu- 
tional objection  pointed  out  by  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Holmes,)  moved  to  strike  out 
that  part  of  the  bill  which  had  been  objected  to, 
and  to  insert  in  its  place,  words  to  the  following 
effect  : 

"  I^  m  making  the  tsseMment  of  any  State,  it  shall 
appear  that  the  amount  to  be  collected  from  hoaiee  and 
davee,  will  exceed  the  snm  apportioned  to  such  State, 
tiien  the  Supervisor  shall  be  authorized  to  deduct  from 
the  tax  on  houses  such  rate  as  to  confine  it  within  the 
limits  of  the  said  apportionment" 

The  motion  was  carried,  and  the  bill  was  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

The  House  then  adjourned. 


Saturday,  June  30. 

Mr.  Harper  reported  a  bill  for  further  suspend- 
ing the  duty  on  snuff;  which  was  committed. 

Mr.  Livingston,  from  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures,  reported  a  bill  for  erect- 
ing a  light-bouse  and  placing  buoys  at  places 
therein  mentioned;  which  was  committed  for 
Monday. 

PROTECTION  OF  TRADE. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sewall,  the  House  went 
inton  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  fur- 
ther to  protect  the  commerce  of  the  United  States ; 
when,  Uie  first  section  being  under  consideration, 

Mr.  Spragub  moved  to  strike  out  the  word 
armed^  before  French,  or  pretended  French,  vessel, 
90  as  to  give  authority  tor  the  capturing  of  aU 
French  vessels. 

The  question  was  put,  and  negatived— 41  to  32. 

Mr.  Thatcher  did  not  see  the  use  of  the  words 
''or  pretended  French,"  and  moved  to  strike 
them  out. 

Mr.  Sewall  said,  the  reason  why  these  words 
were  introduced  was,  that  many  vessels  sailed 
from  the  West  Indies  as  French  vessels,  which 
are  not  really  so,  but  mere  pirates. 

Mr.  Thatcher  withdrew  his  motion. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  renewed  it,  and  it  was  negatived, 
35  to  32. 

Mr.  Spraodb  moved  to  strike  out  the  words 


"when  he  (the  President)  shall  judge  it  expedi- 
ent."   Carried. 

Mr.  Kittera  moved  to  strike  out  the  word» 
*•  may  be'*  before  "  condemned  as  forfeited."  Car- 
ried. 

Mr.  Venable  wished  to  know  whether  by  these 
words  "  or  of  any  person  resident  in  France,  or  its 
dependencies,"  it  was  the  intention  of  the  com- 
mittee who  reported  the  bill  to  forfeit  the  proper- 
ty of  any  neutral  residing  in  France. 

Mr.  Sewall  knew  of  no  distinction  which 
could  be  made  between  persons  who  resided  in 
and  shipped  goods  from  France.  Even  if  an 
American  citizen  chose  to  reside  in  France,  and 
ship  goods  from  thence,  he  would  be  subject  to 
the  operations  of  this  law  equally  with  French 
citizens. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  supposed,  that  if  a  Danish  mer- 
chant were  to  reside  at  Bordeaux,  and  were  to 
ship  a  cargo  of  wines  for  Denmark,  it  would  be 
contrary  to  the  laws  of  nations,  for  one  of  our  ves- 
sels to  make  capture  of  a  neutral  vessel  thus  em- 
ployed. 

Mr.  Venable  moved  to  strike  out  the  words 
which  he  had  before  quoted.  A  citizen  of  any 
neutral  nation  may  reside  in  France,  and  carry 
on  commerce  from  thence  in  the  same  way  as  if 
no  war  existed.  He  knew  that  if  an  American 
citizen  were  to  reside  in  France  in  time  of  war, 
for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on  commerce,  his  prop^ 
arty  would,  of  course,  be  condemned,  if  taken ; 
but  we  have  no  right  to  condemn  the  property  of 
citizens  of  a  neutral  nation  on  board  or  a  neutral 
ship. 

Mr.  Dana  thought  the  object  of  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  might  be  accomplished  by  adding 
the  words,  "  being  French  property." 

Mr.  SiTGREAVBS  preferred  the  phraseology  pro- 
posed by  the  gentleman  from  Connecticut.  He 
believed  we  ouffht  to  take  all  that  the  laws  of  na- 
tions would  auUiorize ;  but  not  more. 

Mr.  QoRDON  supposed  there  could  have  beea 
no  doubt  that  wnen  a  neucral  merchant  re- 
sided in  an  enemy's  country,  that  his  vessel  tfnd 
property  would  be  liable  to  the  capture  and  con- 
demnation of  the  country  with  whom  that  Power 
is  at  war.  He  had  never  seen  anything  which 
controverted  this  opinion.  If  neutrals  might  <atf- 
ry  on  a  trade  from  countries  at  war  without  being 
liable  to  capture,  all  the  commerce  of  the  nation 
at  war  might  be  carried  on  through  these  means, 
and  that  in  their  own  vessels.  Nor  did  he  believe 
the  proposed  amendment  would  prevent  the  com- 
merce of  the  enemy  being  carried  on  through 
these  means.  . 

Mr.  Dayton  (the  Speaker)  said,  this  embar- 
rassment had  been  introduced  by  havins  too  sud- 
denly agreed  to  strike  out  the  words  **  may  be." 
He  should  be  for  retaining  these  words,  and  leav-^ 
ing  the  matter  to  the  decision  of  the  courts.  Mr. 
D.,  thinking  the  House  had  gone  prematurely  into 
this  subject,  moved  that  the  committee  rise,  re- 
port progress,  and  ask  leave  to  sit  again. 

The  motion  was  put  and  carried — 34  to  32. 

The  committee  rose  accordingly,  and  had  leave 
to  sit  again. 
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ABROGATION  OF  TREATIES. 

On  motioD  of  Mr.  Sitgreaves,  the  House  went 
into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  de- 
clare our  treaties  with  France  void  and  of  no  efiect. 

Mr.  Otis  moved  to  postpone  the  consideration 
of  the  preamble,  until  the  section  of  the  bill  was 
gone  through. 

Mr.  S.  SmTH  inquired  whether,  if  that  was 
the  case,  the  whole  would  be  open  to  amend- 
ment? 

The  Chairman  answered  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  wished  gentlemen  to  say  whe- 
ther, in  the  course  of  their  reading,  they  had  ever 
met  with  an  act  of  this  kind.  If  ever  such  an  act 
was  passed,  they  wilL  of  course,  inform  the  com- 
mittee "what  produced  it;  and  it  no  such  ever  did 
take  place  in  any  country,  they  will  assign  rea- 
sons why  the  present  bill  should  pass.  For  his 
own  part,  he  saw  difficulties  which  might  arise 
from  adopting  it^  but  none  from  declining  to  pass 
it  The  rescinding  of  the  article  which  provides 
for  the  safe  residence,  for  a  certain  time,  of  the 
merchants  of  either  country  in  case  of  war,  until 
they  can  remove,  .with  their  effects,  out  of  the 
country,  will  be  attended  with  inconvenience. 
Mr.  S.  was  proceeding  to  enumerate  other  incon- 
>veniences  wnich  would  attend  such  a  measure, 
when  he  was  interrupted  by  a  message  from  the 
Senate.  After  the  delivery  of  which,  a  motion 
was  made  for  the  committee  to  rise,  which  was 
carried;  and  leave  obtained  to  sit  again — 38  to  33. 

FRENCH  PASSENGERS. 

On  motion,  the  House  went  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate  to  au- 
tkorize  the  President  to  prevent  or  regulate  the 
landing  of  French  passengers,  and  other  persons, 
who  may  arrive  within  the  United  States  from 
foreign  ports. 

Mr.SrroRBAVBs  obsered,that  the  authority  ffiven 
to  the  President  by  the  first  section  of  this  bill  is 
confined  to  white  French  passengers.  He  did  not 
know  that  there  was  any  reason  for  thus  limiting 
the'authority.  He  should  think  it  best  to  extend 
it  to  aliens  generally.  The  particular  case  which 
bw  occurr^  and  which  has  excited  much  alarm 
in  the  public  mind,  has  doubtless  been  the  imme- 
diate cause  of  this  bill ;  but  it  is  possible  that 
other  cases  may  arise  in  which  it  will  be  equally 
improper  to  admit  foreigners  to  be  landed,  and  he 
could  see  no  objection  to  the  lodging  of  a  general 
power  in  the  President  to  prevent  me  landing  of 
foch  foreigners  as  he  shall  deem  dangerous  to  the 
p«tce  of  the  United  States.  He  would  move  the 
amendment ;  but  he  thought  it  would  be  better  to 
let  the  bill  lie  over  until  Monday.  He.  therefore, 
moTcd  that  the  committee  rise,  that  the  bill  might 
b^  printed,  and  that  the  two  bills  might  be  com- 
pered together. 

After  a  few  observations  upon  it,  the  question 
DO  the  committee's  rising,  was  put  and  negatived. 

Mr.  McDowell  doubted  wnether  the  expres- 
lion  ^  French  passengers"  would  include  the  per- 
sons on  board  the  veasels  at  the  fort ;  they  may. 
parkaps,  be  more  properly  considered  as  British 
subjects.    They  were  compelled  to  come  here  by 


the  British,  and  he  did  not  think  they  could  be 
properly  deemed  French  passengers. 

Mr.  Sewall  was  against  the  second  section  of 
the  bill,  which  proposes  to  infiict  a  penalty  of  five 
hundred  dollars  on  any  person  transgressing  the 
provisions  of  this  law.  He  thought  a  more  ap- 
propriate and  effectual  remedy  was  proposed  by 
the  fourth  section,  which  was  by  imprisonmemt. 
He  therefore  moved  to  strike  it  out. 

Mr.  Hartley  said.  Congress  had  passed  a  law 
to  send  seditions  foreigners  out  of  the  country ; 
here  are  persons  coming  from  the  West  Indtes,  of 
a  dangerous  description,  and  it  would  certainly  be 
very  improper  to  suffer  them  to  land.  It  would 
appear  extraordinary  to  the  people,  that  on  one 
day  a  law  should  be  passed  Vy  send  off  foreiff oers, 
and,  on  the  next,  no  objection  made  to  the  land- 
ing of  a  crowd  of  aliens.  He  knew  nothing  of 
the  characters  of  these  men ;  they  may  be  atuch- 
ed  to  Great  Britain,  and  may  become  good  citi- 
zens of  this  country ;  but  he  trusted  no  time  woold 
be  lost  in  passing  this  bill,  and  that  therefore  this 
motion  would  not  be  agreed  to. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  said,  the  striking  out  of  this  sec- 
tion would  by  no  means  have  the  effect  which  the 
ffentleman  from  Massachusetts  supposed ;  because 
me  first  section  prevents  these  persons  from  land- 
ing without  the  permission  of  the  President  of  tbe 
United  States.  Mr.  S.  did  not  believe  that  gen- 
tlemen had  a  right  idea  of  the  description  of  per- 
sons on  board  of  the  vessels  lately  arrived  here. 
He  was  informed  that  many  of  them  are  men  who 
came  to  this  country  five  years  ago,  and  who  had 
been  to  get  possession  of  the  property  which  they 
had  left  behind  them  in  St.  Domingo,  when 
they  came  here.  Some  of  them  left  behind  them, 
in  our  banks,  property  to  the  amotmt  of  forty  or 
fifty  thousand  lollars.  He  knew  some  of  them, 
also,  who  own  real  estate  in  Pennsylvania  and 
New  Jersey ;  and  as  the  President  is  authorized 
by  the  first  section  of  this  bill  to  permit  such  per- 
sons to  land,  as  he  thinks  proper,  ne  had  no  doubt 
most  if  not  all  of  these  will  be  permitted  to  land, 
without  hesitation. 

Mr.  Gordon  spoke  against  the  forfeiture.  If 
persons  were  proper  to  be  admitted  into  this  coun- 
try, he  would  admit  them ;  and,  if  not  proper,  no 
money  ought  to  protect  them. 

The  question  was  put  and  carried,  43  votes  be- 
inff  in  favor  of  it. 

Mr.  Varnum  expressed  his  doubts  whether  the 
terms  used  in  this  bill  would  apply  to  the  Pfnoas 
on  board  these  vessels.  Instead  of  being  French 
passengers,  he  believed  they  would  prove  British 
subjects — persons  who  have  taken  arms  against 
the  French  Government,  and  who  had  of  course 
alienated  themselves  from  it.  Nor  did  he  believe 
that  the  appellation  of"  Frenchman"  would  apply 
to  persons  bom  in  the  West  Indies,  though  bom 
of  French  parents. 

Mr.  Otis  said,  a  Frenchman  is  a  Frenchman^ 
everywhere. 

Mr.  Gallatin  did  not  believe  that  anv  of  these 
passengos  could  with  propriety  be  callea  Freocb- 
men. 

Mr.  Oris  repeated  that,  after  all  that  could  be 
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said,  a  Frenchman  is  a  Frenchman ;  for  though  he 
take  his  naturalization  oath  in  this  country,  it 
does  not  alter  bis  character ;  he  is  still  called,  and 
known  to  be  a  Frenchman* 

Mr.  Gallatin  was  not  sensible  of  the  dancer 
which  seemed  to  be  apprehended  by  some  senUe- 
men  from  these  foreigners.  It  must  be  recollected 
that  Congress  has  poised  a  law  suspending  all  in- 
tercourse with  France  and  her  possessions;  no 
danger  can  be  apprehended,  therefore,  from  that 
quarter.  This  bfll  goes  one  step  further,  viz :  to 
say  that  no  French  passenger  shall  come  to  this 
country  in  any  other  yessel  than  a  French  vessel) 
notwitbstandinff  those  who  come  will  come  here 
from  their  disalection  to  their  own  Goyernment; 
but  if  ffentlemen  had  apprehensions  on  this  head, 
he  had  no  objection  to  the  measure.  He  would 
remark  that,  our  vessels  coming  from  Cape  Nich- 
ola  Mole  or  Port-au-Prince,  have  probaMy  been 
compelled  to  bring  off  the  persons  on  board  of 
them,  and  are,  therefore,  no  way  blameable.  He 
did  not  know  what  would  be  the  best  to  be  done. 
The  owners  of  the  vessels  have  valuable  cargoes 
on  board ;  and  if  these  persons  are  not  to  be  per- 
mitted to  land,  he  wished  son^e  gentleman  would 
propose  an  amendment,  providing  that  the  removal 
of  them  shall  be  at  the  expense  of  the  United 
States,  and  not  of  the  merchants. 

Mr.  Harper  said,  if  it  was  in  order  to  prepare 
an  amendment  of  this  kind,  that  he  wished  the 
committee  to  rise.  To  oblige  the  merchants  to 
remove  these  persons  would  be  injustice  in  the  ex- 
treme, as  many  of  them  had  been  compelled  to 
take  tnem  on  board,  and  others  had  received  them 
from  motives  of  humanity,  not  knowing  that  there 
would  be  any  objection  made  to  their  landing 
here.  If,  indeed,  alter  this,  merchant  vessels  should 
offend  in  this  way,  it  might  be  well  to  subject 
them  to  some  inconvenience ;  but  no  one  could 
think  of  doing  it  in  this  case.  Whether  the  pres- 
ent alarm  is  well  or  ill-founded,  he  could  not  pre* 
tend  to  say ;  for  himself  lie  was  not  afraid  of  any 
mischief  from  these  persons.  He  was  desirous, 
however,  that  the  bill  should  pass ;  but  he  wishea 
it  to  pass  with  amendments,  and  that  it  should  be 
postponed  until  Monday,  in  order  to  prepare  these 
amendments. 

Mr.  8.  Smith  was  opposed  to  the  committee's 
rising,  because  he  wished  to  show  the  situation  of 
these  people ;  for  the  more  it  was  known,  he  was 
confident  the  less  alarm  there  would  be.  This 
biU  will  only  apply  to  the  vessels  which  have  ar- 
lived  and  may  arrive  at  this  port.  Have  none  ar- 
rived at  any  other  port?  Yes:  before  he  left 
Baltimore,  four  had  arrived  there,  and  others,  he 
believed,  had  arrived  at  other  ports,  without  any 
objection  bein^  made  to  the  landing  of  the  passen- 
gers. He  believed  there  had  been  some  misrepre- 
sentation with  respect  to  this  business.  He  could 
have  wished  the  Governor  of  the  State  bad  sent 
some  person  on  board  to  have  inquired  into  the 
facts  stated.  The  blacks  are  bodv  servants  of  the 
passcagew,  who^  though  they  had  their  choice,  de- 
termined to  abide  by  their  masters.  There  are 
Ml  armed  persons  on  board ;  there  may  be  a  few 
arms  pat  on  board  to  defend  themaeives  against 


any  brigand  privateer  which  might  attack  them. 
There  would  be  a  d^ee  of  cruelty  in  separating 
these  faithful  slaves  from  their  masters,  who  had 
preferred  this  state  with  them,  to  freedom  without 
them.  And  to  oblige  the  owners  of  these  vessels, 
who  had  paid  fVom  20  to  S3  per  cent,  insurance  on 
their  vessels  and  cargoes,  to  carry  off  these  per- 
sons to  some  distant  port,  and  not  only  subiect 
them  to  a  further  insurance,  but  to  keep  back  their 
cargoes  from  them,  would  be  a  cruelty  never  be- 
fore heard  of. 

Mr.  Sewall  was  of  opinion  that  there  had  been 
a  great  degree  of  unnecessary  alarm  in  this  busi- 
ne.ss ;  but  this  alarm  had  occasioned  great  distress 
to  these  persons,  and  he  wished  to  shorten  its  ex- 
tent. He  wished  to  examine  the  subject,  and  to 
see  if  there  be  anv  reasonable  ground  for  prevent*' 
ing  the  landing  ot  these  persons ;  but  if  the  House 
continued  to  debate  on  the  propriety  of  placing 
the  matter  on  a  general  ground,  according  to  the 
bill  of  this  House,  or  to  confine  it  to  French  pas- 
sengers, agreeable  to  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  that 
relief  would  not  be  afforded.  As  to  the  merchants 
being  obliged  to  remove  these  persons,  no  such  idea 
is  contained  in  the  bill.  He  supposed  the  Presi- 
dent might  remove  them,  under  the  authority 
placed  in  him  for  removing  aliens.  But  to  prevent 
any  doubt  on  that  subject,  he  had  prepared  an 
amendment  for  the  purpose  of  making  the  matter 
explicit,  which,  if  the  motion  for  the  committee's 
rising  was  negatived,  he  would  move. 

Mr.  McDowell  ^oped  the  committee  would 
rise,  that  gentlemen  might  agree  a  little  more  in  opin- 
ion when  this  subject  was  again  taken  up ;  not  for 
the  purpose  of  forming  any  amendment  which 
will  saddle  the  Government  with  the  expense  of 
removing  these  persons.  These  merchants  either 
brought  them  from  their  own  free  will  or  to  oblige 
the  agents  of  the  British  €k)vemment  or  they,  were 
forced  upon  them  by  these  agents.  If  they  brought 
these  men  on  their  own  accord,  they  ought  to  re- 
move them  at  their  own  expense ;  and  if  they 
were  forced  upon  them  by  tne  British  Govern- 
ment, the  British  Minister  ought  to  send  them  off 
to  some  of  the  British  possessions.  He  did  not 
believe,  by  the  account  Congress  had  received  of 
them^  that  they  are  calculated  to  produce  any  good 
to  this  country. 

The  question  on  the  committee^s  rising  was  put 
and  carried. 


MoNDAT,  July  2. 

The  bill  to  lay  and  collect  a  direct  tax  through- 
out the  United  States  was  read  the  third  time ; 
and.  after  some  objections  to  the  bill,  as  it  related 
to  the  State  of  Kentucky,  bv  Mr.  Davis,  the  bill 
passed,  62  votes  to  18,  as  follows: 

ITbas — John  Allen,  Geoige  Baer,  Jan.,  DaTid  Bard, 
Bailey  Bartlett,  James  A.  Baymrd,  Thomas  Bloont,  8te^ 
phen  BollodL,  Ghristopher  O.  Champlin,  John  Chap- 
man, John  Clopton,  Jamea  Cochran,  Joshua  Coit,  WU- 
Ham  Craik,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  John  Dawson,  Oeotge 
Dent,  William  Edmoiid»  Thomas  Evans,  Abiel  Fetter, 
Dwight  Poater,  Jonathan  Freeman,  Henry  Glen,  Chann- 
oqr  Goodrich,  William  Goadoo,  Amdiew  Gregg,  Boger 
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Griswold,  William  Barry  Grove,  John  A.  Hanna,  Robert 
Goodloe  Harper,  Carter  B.  Harrison,  Thomas  Hartley, 
William  Hindman,  David  Holmes,  James  H.  Imlay, 
Walter  Jones,  John  Wilkes  Kittera,  Edward  Livings- 
ton, Samuel  Lyman,  William  Matthews,  Joseph  Mc- 
Dowell, John  Milledge,  Lewis  R.  Morris,  Anthony 
New,  John  Nicholas,  Harrison  G.  Otis,  Isaac  Parker, 
John  Reed,  James  Schureman,  Samuel  Sewall,  Thomas 
Sinnickson,  Samuel  Sitgreaves,  Nathaniel  Smith,  Sam- 
uel Smith,  Peleg  Sprague,  Richard  Sprigg,  jr.,  George 
Thatcher,  Mark  Thomson,  John  Trigg,  John  E.  Van 
Alen^  Abraham  Tenable,  Peleg  Wadsworth,  and  Ro- 
bert Williams. 

Nats — Abraham  Baldwin,  Lemuel  Benton,  William 
Gharles  Cole  Claiborne,  Thomas  T.Davis,  John  Fow- 
ler, Albert  Gallatin,  Jonathan  N.  Havens,  Joseph  Heis- 
ter,  Matthew  Locke,  Matthew  Lyon,  Nathaniel  Macon, 
Blair  McClenachan,  WilUam  Smith,  Richard  Stanford, 
Thomas  Sumter,  Thomas  Tillinghast,  Philq>  Van  Cort- 
landt,  and  Joseph  B.  Yamum. 

FRENCH  PASSENGERS. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  called  for  on  the 
bill  from  the  Senate,  relative  to  the  French  pas- 
seoffers  lately  arrived  in  this  country  from  Fort 
au  Prince, 

Mr.  Sewall  moved  to  discharge  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  from  a  further  consideration  of  this 
bill,  in  order  to  postpone  it  till  the  next  session  of 
Congress.  He  was  induced  to  make  this  motion 
from  a  belief  that  the  reports  respecting  the  pas- 
sengers on  board  the  vessels  at  the  lort  have 
been  greatly  exaggerated ;  and  that  these  persons 
might  be  as  safely  permitted  to  land  as  any  other 
passengers.  The  President  being  already  em- 
powered to  send  out  of  the  country  all  j^rsons 
whom  he  conceives  to  be  dangerous  to  the  United 
States,  Mr.  S.  did  not  think  it  necessary  to  pass  a 
law  on  the  subject,  as,  if  these  aliens  are  found  to 
be  dangerous  to  the  peace  of  the  United  Slates, 
they  can  hereafter  be  removed. 

After  some  observations  on  the  subject,  the  mo- 
tion was  carried,  there  being  45  votes  for  it.  The 
farther  consideration  was  then  postponed  till  next 
session. 

The  other  bill,  relative  to  the  same  subject,  re- 
ported by  a  committee  of  the  House,  was  also 
postponed. 

PROTECTION  OP  COMMERCE. 

The  House  then  went  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  bill  farther  to  protect  the  commerce 
of  the  United  States. 

The  Chairman  stated  the  (juestion  to  be,  when 
the  bill  was  last  under  discussion,  on  inserting  the 
words  "  being  French  property." 

Mr.  Sewall  said,  wnen  this  motion  was  before 
under  consideration,  he  had  some  doubts  as  to  the 
propriety  of  it ;  but  as  all  property  coming  from 
France,  if  condemned  at  all,  must  be  condemned 
as  French  property,  he  believed  the  amendment 
perfectly  proper,  and  hoped  it  would  be  agreed  to. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  moved  to  strike  out  the  second 
section,  i^v^hich  authorized  the  fitting  out  of  priva- 
teers to  cruise  against  French  vessels  in  every 
part  of  the  ocean.  This,  he  said,  is  a  war  mea- 
sure, and  we  had  better  make  an  open  declaratipn 


of  war  itself  than  adopt  a  measure  like  this.  Liet- 
ters  of  marque  and  reprisal  are  not  absolute  war; 
but  to  authorize  the  fitting  out  of  privateers  against 
any  Power  is  war  direct.  He  should  vote  against 
it,  because  he  did  not  wish  to  eo  to  war  at  present. 
He  wished  to  go  into  every  defensive  operation ; 
he  had  gone  with  gentlemen  hand  in  hand  in 
every  measure  of  this  kind.  He  had  been  of  opin- 
ion merchant  vessels  should  be  authorized  to  re- 
sist all  attacks,  when  carrying  on  a  fair  trade ;  bnt 
he  was  not  prepared  to  go  to  war.  It  was  a  very 
easy  thing  to  get  into  a  war ;  but  it  would  not  be 
so  easy  a  matter  to  get  out  of  it.  We  were  au- 
thorized, he  said,  in  taking  the  measures  which 
had  been  taken.  We  might  have  gone  farther 
and  declared  war.  The  injuries  we  have  received 
would  have  warranted  such  a  measure;  bat  he 
wished  to  know  what  object  we  could  have  in  go- 
in^  to  war?  Can  we  strike  any  blow  which  will 
injure  France,  or  its  dependencies  ?  Has  she  any 
trade  which  we  can  annoy?  If  not;  in  Godrs 
name,  exclaimed  he,  what  good  can  result  to  this 
country  from  a  war  7  You  make  war  upon  shells 
of  privateers,  and  when  you  have  brought  them 
in  they  will  not  pay  for  the  equipment  of  the  ves- 
sel which  made  the  capture.  We  cannot  have  a 
single  object,  that  he  knew  of,  in  goins  to  war, 
while  France  can  cut  up  all  our  valuable  com- 
merce. 

Mr.  S.  said,  he  knew  gentlemen  frequently  say, 
France  takes  everythinfi^  at  present,  and  they  can 
do  no  more  in  a  state  of  war.  He  knew  the  con- 
trary; because  he  frequently  saw  vessels  come  in 
here  which  had  been  boarded,  but  not  taken,  by 
French  privateers ;  so  that  some  vessels  they  took, 
and  some  they  did  not  take.  We  are.  said  be, 
about  to  enter  into  war,  when  all  other  nations 
are  getting  out  of  it.  One  nation  alone  is  a^  pre- 
sent at  war  with  France,  and  she  is  abandoning 
one  place  after  another  to  her  enemy.  Port-au- 
Prince  and  I'Archahaye  are  given  up,  and  he  had 
seen  a  letter  mentioning  that  a  flag  of  truce  had 
been  sent  to  offer  a  surrender  of  another  port.  Je- 
remie  is  also  offered  to  be  given  up.  Now,  there- 
fore, when  the  only  nation  at  war  with  France  is 
thus  endeavoring  to  creep  out  of  it,  shall  we,  with- 
out a  navy,  with  an  extensive  trade  floating  un- 
protected on  the  ocean,  rush  into  a  war,  from 
which,  when  once  entered  upon,  we  can  see  no 
possible  way  of  extricating  ourselves  ? 

What  are  our  means  of  war  ?  We  have,  said 
he,  means  sufficient  for  defence^  but  we  have  none 
of  offence.  Have  you  a  sufficiency  of  arms?  I 
know  you  have  not.  Have  you  cannon?  No; 
you  have  been  obliged  to  dismantle  your  fortifica- 
tions to  supply  your  ships  of  war.  Have  yoo  a 
fort  that  is  able  to  repel  the  attack  of  an  enemy? 
No ;  the  only  one  which  has  any  pretension  to  it 
is  the  fort  at  the  port  of  Philadelphia.  In  what 
situation  are  the  other  ports?  New  York  is  with- 
out guns.  At  Baltimore  there  is  not  a  single  car- 
riage for  a  gun,  nor  the  smallest  possible  defence; 
and  this  is  pretty  much  the  case  with  all  the  other 
fortifications.  In  short,  said  Mr.  S.,  you  are  de- 
void of  every  means  of  aggression.  Yon  may 
protect  yourselves,  but  yon  cannot  hurt  your  < 
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my — you  may  get  into  war,  but  you  cau  do  no 
essential  injury  to  France,  while  she  will  hare  it 
in  her  power  to  destroy  your  colnmerce. 

Mr.  Datton  (the  Speaker)  rose  immediately 
after  Mr.  Smith^  and  said,  that  if  there  had  ever 
been  uttered  within  those  walls  a  soeech  calcu- 
lated to  damp  the  ardor  and  slacken  the  exertions 
of  the  people  of  this  country  in  their  preparations 
for  detence,  and  even  to  invite  the  attack  of  an 
enemy,  it  was  that  which  came  from  the  mouth 
of  his  friend  from  Maryland,  and  was  still  echoing 
in  their  ears.  He  had  represented  the  situation  of 
his  own  country  to  be  much  more  feeble,  defence- 
less, and  unprepared,  and  that  of  the  enemy  to  be 
far  more  formidable  than  facts  warranted  or  ex- 
perience would  justify.  The  United  States  were 
not  vulnerable  at  all  points,  nor  France,  her  de- 
pendencies and  allies  mvuloerable  in  all  parts,  as 
had  been  suggested.  Oar  fellow-citizens  were 
again  proving  themselves  to  be  worthy  to  enjoy, 
and  determined  to  maintain  their  independence, 
by  exhibiting  a  spirit  of  opposition  and  resistance 
to  unreasonable  exactions  which  slaves  only  could 
submit  to.  This  spirit  ought  not  to  be  disre- 
garded, and  permitted  to  evaporate,  nor  to  be 
checked  and  repressed  by  the  language  of  distrust 
and  of  despondency.  Had  the  gentleman  from 
Maryland  been  contented  with  advocating  the 
motion  he  had  made  for  striking  out  the  most  es- 
sential feature  of  the  bill,  by  arguments  apply- 
ing to  its  merits  only,  then,  Mr.  D.  said,  he 
should  not  have  troubled  the  committee  with  any 
remarks,  but  left  it  to  the  fate  it  merited.    His  ob- 

1'ect  in  rising  was  to  contest  the  pretensions  which 
lad  been  urged  b^  the  mover,  of  his  having 
hitherto  gone  hand  in  hand  with  all  those  gentle- 
men who  had  been  uniformly  the  favorers  of  the 
most  efficacious  measures  tor  protection  and  de- 
fence. Some  of  the  speeches  of  that  member 
upon  general  propositions  had  it  was  true,  breathed 
that  spirit,  but  it  could  not  be  forgotten  How  in- 
dustriously he  had  labored  (and  sometimes  but 
too  successfully^  to  pare  down  and  fritter  away 
almost  to  nothing,  the  various  bills  which  had 
been  introduced  tor  providing  both  military  and 
naval  armaments.  Mr.  D.  particularly  instanced 
four  bills,  viz :  relating  to  convoys,  to  the  addi- 
tional naval  armament,  the  provisional  army, 
and  the  supplementary  bill,  which  would  not  have 
labored  in  the  House  as  they  had  done,  if  they 
had  obtained  the  able  and  heartv  support  of  that 
gentleman.  The  motion,  therefore,  was  entitled 
to  do  support  but  that  which  could  be  derived  im- 
mediately from  its  merits,  for  the  pretensions  of 
the  mover  were  not  warranted  by  his  votes*  in 
favor  of  the  most  energetic  provisions  for  resist- 
ance and  defence. 

The  declaration  made  by  that  gentleman  and 
others,  that  to  nefl;ative  the  motion  and  retain  the 
words,  was  actually  to  make  war,  had  no  weight, 
Mr.  D.  said,  with  him,  for  they  had  declared  the 
Tery  same  thing  for  some  weeks  past,  upon  the 
passing  of  three  different  bills.  If  they  prophesied 
truly  then,  nothing  was  more  certain  than  that 
we  were  now  in  a  state  of  war ;  but  if  their  pre- 
dictions so  often  renewed,  had  as  frequently  proved 


to  be  untrue,  then  they  ought  to  be  disregarded  in 
the  repetition  of  them.  That  France  was  making 
war  upon  this  country  could  not  be  denied,  and 
the  only  question  therefore  was  how  muc.h  more 
we  are  willing  to  bear,  and  how  much  longer  to 
forbear,  before  we  should  be  provoked  to  give 
back  the  blow,  and  manfully  to  defend  ourselves 
and  resent  our  injuries.  In  this  acknowledged 
state  of  thinffs,  it  was  not  necessary  to  draw  a 
very  accurate  Tine  between  peace  and  war  measures, 
since  the  oUier  party  had  lon^  since  overstepped 
the  boundary,  and  were  annoying  and  plundering 
the  citizens  of  the  United  States  at  sea,  and  in 
foreign  countries,  much  more  effectually  than 
they  could  do  in  the  event  of  an  open  rupture. 
He  trusted,  therefore,  that  every  amendment  tend- 
ing  to  weaken  and  neutralize  the  bill  would  readily 
be  rejected. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  said,  it  was  of  little  consequence 
in  what  light  the  gentleman  considered  him ;  but 
he  would  say  he  had  not  adduced  a  single  reason 
to  show  that  he  had  not  gone  hand  in  hand  with 
him  in  providing  means  of  defence  for  the  coun- 
try. With  respect  to  the  provisional  army,  he 
did  go  with  him ;  but  when  he  found  gentlemen 
unwilling  to  pay  the  expense  of  that  army,  he 
stopped  and  would  go  no  further.  The  gentle* 
man  and  he  had  certainly  differed  in  opinion ;  he 
(Mr.  Dayton)  seemed  to  think  war  desirable, 
whilst  he  (Mr.  S.)  thought  it  a  ffreat  and  serious 
evil.  He  himself  did  not  think  the  present  a  state 
of  war,  since  it  had  not  been  so  declared.  But  he 
would  say  that  he  had  ffone  further  in  measures 
of  defence  than  that  gendeman,  or  any  other ;  for 
he  was  for  raising  an  army  immediately,,  and  not 
for  making  it  a  half  measure,  giving  the  people 
reason  to  believe  they  are  prepared  for  defence, 
when  they  are  not  prepared.  Whenever  danger 
shall  arrive,  he  did  not  doubt  the  people  of  this 
country  would  show  that  they  had  a  spirit  equal 
to  the  defence  of  their  liberty  and  independence; 
and  he  would  tell  that  gentleman  that  whenever 
that  period  shall  arrive,  he  will  not  be  more  ready 
to  defend  his  country  tnan  he  (Mr.  S.)  should  be; 
but  he  wished  to  avoid  war  as  long  as  he  was 
able  to  do  it ;  when  it  does  come,  he  should  bear 
his  part  in  it  as  willingly  as  that  gentleman,  or 
any  other.  He  was  convmced  the  people  of  this 
country  believe  peace  to  be  their  true  interest. 
He  believed  they  would  do  as  much  as  any  people 
in  the  world  for  the  defence  of  their  country ;  but 
they  know,  also,  that  we  are  not  in  a  situation  to 
wage  a  maritime  war.  If,  however,  he  had  erred 
in  any  part  of  his  conduct,  it  was  the  part  of  a 
friend,  to  have  ascribed  it  to  an  error  of  judgment, 
rather  than  to  a  design  of  frustrating  measures 
necessary  for  the  defence  of  the  country. 

Mr.  Nicholas  supposed  the  situation  in  which 
we  are  at  present,  must  be  peace,  and  that  gentle- 
men do  not  mean  to  declare  war.  If  they  did,  he 
should  expect  they  would  make  the  declaration  at 
once.  Taking  this  to  be  our  situation,  he  begged 
gentlemen  to  consider  the  effect  of  tne  measure 
under  consideration.  To  him  it  appeared  one  of 
the  last  steps  which  ought  to  be  taken,  if  we  hold 
Ibe  good  or  the  country  in  view.  ^^  , 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


2071 


HISTORY  OP  CONGKBSS. 


2072 


H.opR.] 


Protection  cf  Commerce, 


[July,  17«. 


Mr.  N.  heard  it  said,  and  he  believed  it  to  be 
true,  that  the  French  have  no  commerce ;  and  if 
this  is  the  case^  is  it  likelf  that  our  merchants  will 
fit  oot  Tessels  for  the  purpose  of  cruising  against 
armed  French  vessels?  Certainly  not.  If  they 
fit  out  vessels  on  purpose  to  cruise,  when  they 
find  no  French  merchant  ships,  they  will  attack 
and  plunder  the  merchant  vessels  of  nentral  coun- 
tries ;  therefore,  unless  gentlemen  can  show  that 
tke  French  hare  trade  that  vesseb  of  this  kind 
wonld  be  able  to  annoy,  they  ought  rather  to  for- 
bad than  to  encourage  the  fitting  out  of  privateers, 
since  he  could  not  see  how  the  commission  could 
be  exercised  in  any  other  way  than  that  he  had 
noticed ;  and  except  gentlemen  could  show  some 
way  by  which  merchants  could  repay  the  jpreat 
exi^se  attendant  upon  fitting  out  vessels  of  this 
kind,  without  baring  recourse  to  those  he  had 
mentioned,  he  hoped  no  such  commission  would 
be  granted. 

Mr.  Harper  said,  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
seemed  to  have  got  an  erroneous  idea  of  this  bill. 
The  object  of  it  is  not  to  capture  merchantmen. 
If  he  understood  it,  merchantmen  could  not  be 
eeptured  under  it.  It  had  not  been  the  object  of 
any  bill  before  the  House,  to  capture  any  unarmed 
merchantman.  The  measure  proposed  is  not  ag- 
ffression ;  [i  is  not  hostility,  or  war ;  it  is  defence. 
The  object  is  not  to  enable  armed  merchantmen 
to  capture  merchantmen  ;  but  that  our  armed  mer- 
chantmen shall  capture  the  armed  French  vessels 
which  capture  our  unarmed  merchantmen.  At 
pesent,  though  our  merchant  vessels  have  author- 
itT  to  arm  for  the  protection  of  their  trade,  and  to 
take  the  armed  vessels  of  France,  our  merchants 
find  a  difficulty  in  obtaining  crews,  not  because 
they  are  afraid  to  meet  the  armed  vessels  of 
France,  but  because,  if  taken,  instead  of  being 
treated  as  prisoners  of  war,  they  will  be  hung  as 
pirates,  for  cruising  without  commissions. 

Mr.  H.  said,  he  did  not  know  but  this  measure 
might  lead  to  war.  He  did  not  know  whether 
the  measures  already  taken  might  not  lead  to  an 
open  and  declared  war.  This  was  no  argument 
with  him  against  them.  He  did  not  think  war 
the  greatest  evil  that  could  befall  a  country.  He 
thought  to  be  subjected  to  tribute  and  plunder, 
sreater.  To  have  our  Envoys  one  after  another 
kicked  out  of  a  country ;  to  be  obliged  to  sur- 
render our  rights  and  independence  at  the  feet  of 
a  proud  and  oppressive  nation,  are  greater  evils 
than  war ;  and,  to  avoid  these  calamities,  he  de- 
elared  himself  ready  to  go  to  war.  He  wished 
to  avoid  it  so  long  as  it  could  be  done  with  honor; 
but  when  the  question  is  whether  our  national 
rights  shall  be  preserved,  and  the  respectability  of 
our  Qpvernment  be  maintained  in  the  eyes  of 
foreign  nations^  or  we  shall  go  to  war,  he  should 
not  be  for  abiding  by  an  insecure  and  inglorious 
l^eaee.  He  should  feel  himself  everlastingly  dis- 
ffraced  by  such  conduct ;  and  not  only  himself, 
Dvt  the  people  of  this  country.  Mr.  H.  did  not 
Mieve  that  the  honor  of  a  country  was  to  be  sup^ 

Sorted  by  speechfss  such  as  they  had  this  day 
eard,  or  by  calling  war  the  greatest  calamity 
that  can  befall  a  country;  but  it  is  by  acknowl- 


edging that  there  are  greater  calamities  ^n  war, 
and  that  to  avoid  them,  war  ought  to  be  made. 

The  gentleman  from  Maryland,  Mr.  H.  said, 
had  talked  as  if  it  was  in  our  power  to  say  whe- 
ther we  will  have  war  or  not.  We  know,  indeed, 
that  we  may  be  sufiered  to  remain  at  peace,  if  wt 
will  consent  to  pay  a  tribute ;  a  tribute  equal  to 
the  rapacity  of  our  taskmasters ;  but,  for  one,  he 
would  spurn  peace  from  him  on  those  terms,  aad 
he  trusted  the  American  people  would  also  spun 
it  from  them,  among  whom,  he  doubted  not,  tht 

gentleman  from  Maryland's  constitnents  wo«ild 
e  the  first.  Unless  we  choose  to  get  into  a  simt*> 
lar  situation  with  Holland  and  the  Cisalpines,  we 
have  no  choice.  War  is  made  upon  us,  and  onr 
Envoys  are  told  that  no  cessation  of  it  shall  take 
place  until  we  consent  to  pay  a  tribute,  and  a  soa- 
pension  of  this  war  is  reused,  even  until  they 
should  apply  for  instructions  to  their  Govern- 
ment; and  notwithstanding  this,  gentlemen  talk 
of  the  evils  of  war!  Whence  such  conduct? 
Where  is  the  spirit  which  animated  gentlemen  in 
the  year  1776?  He  would  not  dive  into  the  mo- 
tives of  gentlemen.  God  forbid ;  but  the  exprea- 
sion  of  such  sentiments,  at  this  time,  can  have  no 
other  efiect  than  to  prepare  the  people  for  a  base 
surrender  of  their  rights,  and  unlimited  submis> 
sion. 

The  gentleman  from  Maryland  asks.  What  are 
our  means  for  war  ?  He  would  *  answer,  our  cou- 
rage is  our  means.  When  assailed  by  an  enemy 
in  1775,  our  courage  enabled  us  to  triumph  over 
a  nation  which  had  lately  humbled  the  Power 
which  now  threatens  to  overwhelm  us ;  at  a  tine 
when  we  were  not  half  our  present  numbers,  when 
we  had  no  Government,  or  knowledge  of  each 
other,  when  our  courage  was  all  that  we  had  to 
rdy  upon.  For  three  yc»rs  we  maintained  o«r 
struggiej  and  captured  an  invading  army,  and  then 
an  insidious  hand  was  held  out  to  us  by  France, 
which  might  have  the  appearance  of  aiding  as, 
when  our  difficulties  were  about  to  come  to  a 
close. 

This,  said  Mr.  H.,  ought  to  be  our  conduct  now; 
and  instead  of  inquiring  what  are  our  means  for 
defence,  we  ought  to  inquire  into  the  necessity  for 
resistance  ?  And  if  gentlemen  asked  this  qnea- 
tion,  he  would  refer  them  to  the  papers  on  thm 
table;  he  would  refer  them  to  what  has  taken 
place,  and  is  taking  place  every  day  on  the  ocean, 
and  to  all  the  scenes  on  the  otner  side  of  the  At- 
lantic. But  we  are  told  that  we  are  the  only 
Power,  except  Great  Britain,  fwho  will,  in*  the 
opinion  of  the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  soon  be 
overcome,)  who  resist  the  boundless  ambition  of 
France.  This,  in  his  opinion,  was  honoraUe  tt> 
America ;  that  she  should  singly  disdain  to  lay 
her  neck  upon  the  block  of  her  imperious  enemy. 
This  {fave  him  additional  pride  in  the  name  of 
Amencan,  and  it  would  add  to  the  glory  of  the 
American  character. 

The  resolution  having  been  taken*-and  he  had 
no  doubt  the  people  of  America  had  taken  it — to 
resist  the  demands  of  France,  he  trusted  our  mcnas 
wonld  be  called  forth  to  meet  die  crisis  as  wn 
ought ;  those  means,  he  betieved^^wooid  be  finnd 
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ample,  if  the  coarage  of  the  people  was  not 
damped  by  such  laogaage  as  had  tnts  day  been 
heard. 

If,  Mr.  H.  said,  our  preparations  for  defence 
shoiild  bring  war  upon  us,  it  will  not  be  our  fault 
The  world  would  testify  in  our  behalf.  Indeed, 
that  war  has  already  commenced.  It  is  in  Tain 
to  disguise  the  trutn.  We  are  now  jn  war.  It 
has  been  frequently  said  that  it  was  unavoidable, 
by  gentlemen  who  now  are  continually  preaching 
abcHit  preserring  peace.  If  this  law  were  not  to 
pass,  we  should  stiU  be  in  war — a  war  of  the  most 
calamitous  kind — a  war  in  which  we  are  unable 
to  defend  ourselves.  He  trusted,  therefore,  since 
war  we  must  have,  that  the  most  vigorous  means 
would  be  pursued  to  enable  us  to  meet  it  with 
effect. 

The  ffentleman  from  Maryland  is  of  opinion 
we  ought  to  have  immediately  raised  an  army. 
He  would  soon  give  him  an  opportunity  of  doinff 
80.  He  held  a  resection  in  his  hand  which  would 
raquire  active  measures  to  carry  into  effect,  and 
he  would  soon  propose  it  to  the  House.  An  agre^ 
ment  to  the  measures  which  he  should  suggest, 
would  not  only  call  for  our  most  active  exertions, 
hut  would  bring  upon  us  all  the  vengeance  of  the 
Power  with  whom  we  are  at  war.  It  will  be  in 
vain,  therefore,  for  us  to  take  any  middle  course ; 
we  must  either  resist  eflfectually  or  submit. 

Mr.  W.  Claiborne  said,  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  had  gone  into  a  field  of  declama- 
tion, which  shows  the  liveliness  of  the  gentleman's 
fancy ;  but  he*  had  declined  the  use  of  any  argu- 
ments in  reply  to  those  of  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts.  For  himself^  he  was  at  a  loss  to 
know  what  part  of  the  speech  of  his  friend  from 
Maryland  could  have  excited  so  much  displeasure 
or  resentment  in  the  mind  of  the  gmtleman  from 
South  Carolina.  He  had  heard  that  ^ntleman 
say,  that  war  was  the  greatest  calamity  which 
eouid  be£di  this  country,  and  that  this  was  the 
ODinion  of  his  constituents.  The  gentleman  from 
Moth  Carolina  has  asserted  die  ocmtrary ;  but  he 
believed  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  could 
speak  with  greater  certainty  as  to  the  opinion  of 
his  constituents  than  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  could  possibly  do;  and  what  was  more, 
Mr.  C.  believed  this  was  the  opinion  of  the  people 
from  one  end  of  the  Union  to  the  other,  ^t  the 
gentkman  from  Maryland  added,  that  whilst  his 
oonsdtuents  were  lovers  of  peace,  and  desirous  of 
pveserving  it,  they  would  not  submit  to  the  ag* 
gressions  o£  any  naticm.  He  also  added,  (and  he 
wms  i^eaaed  to  near  the  declaration,)  that  in  case 
of  danger,  he  should  again  be  ready  to  fight  under 
the  banners  of  his  country. 

Wheie^  said  Mr.  C^  is  the  dishonor  of  such  sen- 
timents as  these?  If  tney  aredishonoraUe,  he  par- 
took of  the  dishonor,  tor  he  approved  of  them 
most  cordially.  He  was  perfectly  regardless  of 
all  the  insinuations  of  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  against  those  who  differed  from  him  in 
opinion.  He  knew  of  no  good  which  war  could 
psodooe  to  this  country,  however  it  might  benefit 
certain  individuals. 

Mr.  Cw  did  not  know  the  precise  effects  which 


this  bill  would  produce ;  but  all  agreed  it  was  a 
war  measure.  That  we  have  a  right  to  go  into 
such  a  measure  no  one  will  deny.  The  wrongs 
which  France  has  done  us,  he  was  ready  to  allow 
would  warrant  it ;  hot  the  question  is,  does  po*- 
litical  expediency  require  it  ?  This  is  a  question 
of  the  greatest  magnitude.  Our  country  is  placed 
upon  a  dangerous  precipice,  and  one  false  step 
may  ruin  us  forever. 

War,  Mr.  C.  said,  is  too  great  a  calamity  eagerly 
to  be  entered  upon  ;  and  that  nation  will  disj^y 
the  g^reatest  dignity  which  avoids  war  as  lone  as 
she  can  do  it  with  honor.  It  is  not  the  blood 
which  may  flow  in  consequence  of  war,  which 
excites  the  greatest  repugnance  to  war ;  but  it  is 
the  consequences  which  flow  from  it.  Those  who 
lose  their  lives  m  war,  lose  less  than  those  who 
suffer  the  burdens  which '  it  lays,  not  only  upon 
the  present,  but  future  generations.  A  large  n%* 
tional  debt,  and  consequent  heavy  taxes*  are  sure 
effects  of  war. 

Mr.  C.  did  not  think  the  measures  proposed  to 
be  taken  to  be  measures  of  absolute  necessity.  He 
had  not  heard  that  France  refused  to  treat  upon 
any  other  terms  than  those  of  tribute.  We  nad 
seen  that  it  was  their  wish  to  obtain  a  large  loan 
of  money  from  us ;  but  it  is  not  true  that  they 
held  out  this  as  the  only  ground  upon  which  they 
would  treat.  He  confessed  his  hopes'  of  peaea 
were  small ;  but  whilst  he  could  entertain  hope 
at  all,  he  would  withhold  his  vote  from  any  me^ 
sure  which  would  go  to  deprive  him  of  it.  Hm 
believed  this  section  was  of  that  description,  and 
therefore  he  would  vote  against  it.  It  had  been 
asked  what  could  be  expected  from  this  measure, 
since  France  has  no  commerce'?  This  question 
has  not  been  answered.  The  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  had  thought  proper  to  pass  it  ovev 
without  notice. 

As  this  is  an  indirect  way  of  getting  at  war,  Mi. 
C.  believed  it  bad  been  introduced  for  the  purpose 
of  trying  the  sense  of  the  House  on  that  question; 
and  he  would  ask  gentlemen  whether  it  was  pror 
per  at  this  period  to  go  into  direct  war  ?  He  be* 
lieved  it  was  not.  He  believed  the  American 
people  thought  so.  The  committee  had  heard  an 
eul^um  on  the  spirit  of  America ;  thateulogium 
was  a  jnst  one.  He  did  not  think  there  was  an 
American  who  would  not  fly  to  the  defence  of  his 
country,  whenever  it  shall  be  attacked ;  and  whilst 
he  was  convinced  of  this,  he  was  not  afraid  of 
France,  or  any  other  nation. 

The  jipentleman  firom  South  Carolina  said,  it 
was  thu  spirit  which  heretofore  saved  the  coun- 
try, uid  asked  whether  it  was  now  fled?  It  bhere 
yet,  said  Mr.  C,  and  it  will  always  save  America* 
If  that  nation  whom  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  called  our  insidious  friend  in  our  strag- 
gle with  Great  Britain,  (though  the  timely  assist- 
ance received  from  that  nation  had  heretofore  been 
differently  spoken  of,)  shall  attack  us,  she  will 
meet  with  the  same  fate  which  she  saw  our  for- 
mer enemy  meet  But  w^n  gentlemen  speak  of 
insidious  friends,  he  wished  Uiem  to  beware  of 
another  insidious  friend.  He  hoped  if  this  oounr 
try  nuist  go  to  war,  that  we  should  fi^^ht  oui  own 
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battles,  without  any  foreign  connexions ;  and  if 
it  did  come,  he  would  assure  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina,  that  he  himself  would  not  meet 
it  more  cheerfmly,  nor  join  in  it  more  heartily 
than  he  (Mr.  C.)  would  enter  the  embattled 
ranks.  But  if  it  were  possible  to  avert  the  evil  of 
war  from  the  country,  it  was  still  his  earnest  wish 
to  do  so. 

Mr.  Dana  adverted  to  what  was  said  bjr  the 
ffentleman  from'  Tennessee  respecting  his  being  a 
K>ver  of  peace  and  tranquillity.  If  his  manuer, 
however,  was  to  be  considered  as  ^rticul4rly 
evincive  of  his  moderation  and  love  ot  peace,  the 
most  extravagant  fancy  could  not  easily  imagine 
what  must  be  the  manifestation  of  his  zeal  when 
in  favor  of  war. 

The  gentleman  from  Tennessee  has  called  the 
measure  under  consideration  an  indirect  mode  of 
ffettinff  at  war,  and  the  gentleman  from  Maryland 
has  culed  it  a  subterfu^.  Why  is  such  language 
employed  against  it?  By  the  law  of  nations,  we 
are  justifiable  in  sayinff  that  all  the  public  and 
private  armed  vessels  of  the  United  States,  under 
certain  conditions,  may  be  employed  to  sweep  from 
the  ocean  the  French  corsairs  that  plunder  our 
commerce.  The  scope  of  the  bill  is,  to  authorize 
our  armed  vesseb  to  subdue  and  bring  into  port 
these  corsairs^  wherever  found  upon  the  high  seas, 
without  waiting  until  they  attack  our  merchant 
yesseb.  This  is  the  direct  intention  of  the  bilL 
And  is  it  not  perfectly  intelligible  to  any  gentleman 
who  understands  the  force  of  language  7  (Gentle- 
men may  call  the  measure  ^'  war  direct,"  or  what- 
ever they  may  think  proper.  He  was  not  solicit- 
ous about  the  name.  The  object  of  the  bill,  was 
too  plain  to  countenance  any  idea  of  its  being 
conceded  or  mistaken  in  that  House,  and  it  was 
clearly  vindicable.  An  act  of  Congress  has  al- 
ready provided  that  our  public  vessels  may  be  in- 
structed to  capture  French  corsairs,  wherever  they 
are  found  hovering  on  our  coast  for  the  purpose 
of  depredating  on  our  commerce.  The  first  sec- 
tion of  this  bill  goes  further;  it  authorizes  our 
public  vessels  to  capture  such  corsairs  wherever 
they  can  be  found,  without  any  restriction  as  to 
our  coasts.  To  thiett  section  the  gentlemen  have 
not  objected ;  yet  the  present  section  is  objected 

r'nst,  because  it  proposes  to  give  the  same  au- 
xXj  to  our  private  armed  vessels  when  duly 
commissioned.  And  will  any  gentleman  say  that 
it  18  proper  to  allow  this  power  to  the  one,  and 
that  it  is  not  pro|>er  to  allow  it  to  the  other  ?  Can 
the  gentlemen  be  ignorant  that  both  depend  on  the 
same  principles  ?  Both  descriptions  of  vessels  are 
to  act  for  the  same  general  purpose,  under  the 
same  national  authority,  and  in  virtue  of  commis- 
sions from  the  same  Qovemment. 

The  gentleman  from  Maryknd  has  said  that 
the  measure  proposed  in  this  section  would  be 
making  war,  and  yet  he  admits  that  granting 
letters  of  maraue  and  reprisal  would  be  consistent 
with  a  state  or  peace.  It  must,  however,  be  evi- 
dent that  the  present  ^  a  measure  less  offensive 
than  the  j^ranting  letters  of  marque  and  reprisal 
indiscriminately  against  French  vessels;  for  it  is 
testricted  to  capturing  armed  vesnels,  such  as 


may  be  rationally  considered  as  employed  for 
committing  depredations  on  our  commerce.  In- 
deed, it  is  of  the  nature  of  limited  reprisal ;  for 
what  is  a  letter  of  reprisal,  as  understood  bv  wri- 
ters on  national  law'}  It  is  a  written  autnority, 
under  the  seal  of  the  Qovernment,  for  seizing 
property  belonging  to  a  foreign  nation,  and  issued 
m  consequence  of  previous  injury  committed  or 
sanctioned  on  the  part  of  that  nation  against  tke 
Government  granting  the  authority,  or  agaiosC 
Individ uab  entitled  to  its  protection.  The  prop- 
erty so  seized  is  for  securing  indemnification  for 
such  injury ;  and,  where  there  is  no  rational  1m^ 
of  otherwise  obtaining  satisfaction  from  the  for- 
dgn  Power,  it  may  ^  lawfully  condemned  and 
disposed  of.  This,  in  relation  to  the  Government 
ana  to  individuals,  is  now  our  situation  as  it  re- 
spects France.  This  section  is  intended  as  m  pro- 
vision toward  protecting  our  commerce  against 
future  depredations,  and  may  possibly  tend,  in 
some  very  inconsiderable  degree,  to  compensate  a 

Eart  of  the  enormous  injuries  already  suffered.  He 
oped  it  would  be  adopted. 
Mr.  R.  Williams  believed  this  measure  to  be  a 
branch  of  that  stock,  which  had  long  since  been 
set  out  upon,  and  which  had  ,in  view  a  war  with 
France;  therefore,  it  appeared  to  him  as  if  all 
argument  were  unnecessary,  as  he  believed  gen- 
tlemen fixed  their  measures  pretty  certainlybmre 
they  brought  them  before  the  House.  Ddbate, 
therefore,  is  useless,  except  as  it  serves  to  enlight- 
en the  public  mind  on  subjects  which  come  before 
Congress. 

Mr.  W.  believed  that  a  majority  in  Congress 
were  determined  upon  war.  They  had,  douMeai, 
ffood  reasons  for  having  thus  determined,  thoogk 
he  could  not  see  them ;  and  that  beiujg  the  ease, 
he  thought  it  perfectly  useless,  if  not  ridiculous,  to 
be  arguing  a  point  which  a  majority  have  amonff 
themselves  long  since  determined.  He  hope^ 
therefore,  this  question  would  be  taken  without 
further  debate.  It  was  his  opinion  that  gentlemea 
will  be  much  mistaken,  if  uiey  think  their  dm- 
stituents  will  be  as  ready  to  go  to  war  as  they 
seem  to  be.  If  they  were  got  into  war,  he  be- 
lieved they  would  not  be  for  carrying  on  a  vrar 
of  extermination  ;  they  would  not  lose  siffht  <tf 
the  happy  state  of  peace  which  they  had  lately 
enjoyed. 

Gentlemen  must  suppose.  Mr.  W.  said,  that  the 
committee  did  not  comprenend  the  ditiGnence  be- 
tween offence  and  defence,  when  they  called  this 
measure  a  measure  of  defence.  What  I  said  he^ 
can  it  be  a  defensive  measure  to  fit  out  vessels  for 
the  express  purpose  of  sailing  all  over  the  ocean 
in  search  of  the  vessels  of  France,  in  order  to  at- 
tack and  capture  them?  If  he  understood  the 
term  offensive,  thb  is  offensive  war ;  and  though 
he  believed  the  people  of  thb  country  will  always 
be  ready,  with  their  persons  and  property,  CD 
support  a  defensive  war,  he  could  not  believe 
that  they  would  so  readily  engage  in  an  oflfeoaive 
war. 

Gentlemen  have  said,  that  those  who  have  been 
opposed  to  certain  measures,  have  called  them  war 
measures,  and  said  if  they  wmparried into  efieot, 
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they  would  certainly  produce  war;  and  yet. they 
now  say  we  are  not  at  War,  but  wish  still  to  avoid  it. 
Mr.  W.  said,  this  was  all  perfectly  consistent. 
The  measures  which  had  been  proposed,  they  ap- 
prehended, would  produce  war ;  but  they  have  not 
yet  had  time  to  produce  their  effect ;  and  though 
It  was  the  possible,  it  may  not  be  the  certain  effect. 
But  there  could  be  no  doubt,  that  a  measure  which 
goes  to  direct  our  vessels  to  hunt  up,  wherever 
they  can  be  found,  French  vessels,  tor  the  pur- 
pose of  attacking  and  taking  them,  must  be  direct 


Why  were  gentlemen  asked  if  they  were  ready  to 
become  tributary  to  France?  Was  this  involved 
in  the  question  before  the  committee?  Certainly 
not.  Could*  we  not  say  positively  to  France  we 
will  not  pay  you  tribute ;  and,  if  you  attempt  to 
enforce  it,  we  are  ready  to  defend  ourselves? 
These  sort  of  questions  could  only  be  calculated  to 
deceive  the  public  mind,  and  to  lead  persons  unac- 

Soainted  with  their  characters,  to  believe  that 
lere  are  certain  persons  in  Congress  who  wish  to 
pay  a  tribute  to  France. 

Mr.  W.  supposed,  from  what  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina  had  said,  that  he  held  in  his 
hand  a  declaration  of  war.  If  he  does,  let  him 
bring  it  forward,  and  then  not  only  the  members 
of  mat  House,  but  the  country  at  large,  would  un- 
derstand what  was  meant  to  be  done.  Hitherto 
the  ffrand  object  of  gentlemen  had  been  to  induce 
the  House  to  do  one  thing,  which  would  oblige 
them  to  do  another,  until  matters  were  brought  to 
the  present  awful  crisis. 

Mr.  EoM ONU  said,  the  reproach  which  the  gen- 
tleman last  up,  had  cast  upon  certain  members,  as 
wishing  to  involve  the  country  in  war,  did  not  faU 
upon  him.  He  could  say,  with  truth,  that  he  was 
as  great  a  friend  of  peace,  and  loved  his  ease  as 
much  as  any  man,  and  deprecated  as  much  the 
evils  consequent  on  a  state  of  war ;  at  the  same 
time,  he  must  acknowledge  that  he  loved  the  hon- 
or, the  interest,  and,  above  all  things,  the  inde- 
pendence of  his  country ;  and  whenever  an  attempt 
was  made  to  deprive  us  of  these,  were  he  to  be 
indifferent  as  to  the  event,  the  blood  he  shed  in 

Suning  that  independence  would  rise  up  aj^ainst 
im.  He  did  not  wish,  however,  to  be  burned  on 
with  passion  in  so  serious  a  concern^  though,  he 
most  own,  he  found  some  difficulty  m  repressing 
it.  He  knew  it  was  proper  to  exercise  candor  in 
eonsidering  so  important  a  question,  and  to  take 
into  view  the  whole  train  of  events  which  had  led 
to  our  present  dispute  with  France.  It  would  take 
up  too  much  of  uie  time  of  the  committee  to  go 
into  an  enumeration  of  all  these  circumstances. 
They  are  in  the  memory  of  every  man,  and  must 
make  a  strong  impression  upon  it.  Nor  need  he 
xecapitulate  the  measures  which  have  been  taken 
by  (Congress,  relative  to  this  subject.  Gentlemen 
had  been  charged  with  insidiously  leading  mat- 
ters from  one  stage  to  another  until  they  had 
faronght  the  country  to  the  precipice  of  war.  He 
knew  of  no  measure  which  Had  been  taken  that 
had  not  been  stnctly  defensive.  Mr.  B.  enume- 
lated  the  different  measures  which  had  been  au- 
thorized ;  all  which,  he  said,  were  strictly  warrant- 


able for  defence.  And,  does  this  bill  so  any  fur- 
ther ?  No.  The  first  section prbposedsomething 
further ;  but  it  is  not  yet  law.  If  ypu  take  that  sec- 
tion, you  must  take  tne  following  one,  now  under 
consideration ;  and  the  question  is,  whether  you 
will  authorize  private-armed  vessels  to  the  same 
extent  that  you  have  authorized  our  public-armed 
vessels  to  ^o.  This  power  is  not  proposed  to  be 
ffiven  indiscriminately  to  all  merchant  vessels; 
but  the  owner  and  master  are  to  be  bound  in  a 
heavy  penalty  that  the  vessel  so  armed  and  in- 
structed shall  not  do  any  act  which  shall  involve 
the  country  in  war  with  any  other  nation.  Is  this, 
he  asked,  a  declaration  of  war  against  France? 
No  such  thin^.  The  right  to  put  arms  on  board 
our  vessels,  with  which  to  defend  themselves,  is 
founded  on  reason  and  the  principles  of  self-de- 
fence ;  and  to  deny  this,  would  be  to  deny  the  jus- 
tice of  the  principles  upon  which  the  Gbvernment 
itself  is  founded ;  for,  it  Government  declined  pro- 
tecting its  citizens,  and  prohibited  them  from  pro- 
tecting themselves^  it  would  operate  an  injury 
instead  of  a  benefit  to  the  people ;  but,  having 
authorized  our  public-armed  vessels  to  act  in  the 
manner  proposed  in  ^is  bill,  it  was  pursuing  the 
same  line  only,  to  give  the  authority  to  pnvate- 
armed  vessels  also. 

But,  it  was  said  bv  the  gentleman  from  Mary- 
land on  this  subject,  (and  he  was  hurt  at  a  repeti- 
tion of  the  words,)  that  the  country  was  in  a  de- 
plorable situation  for  war.  This,  he  did  not  ac- 
knowledge to  be  true ;  but  if  it  were  true,  was  that 
any  reason  why  this  bcctiun  of  the  bill  ought  not 
to  oe  agreed  to  ?  If  we  have  neither  arms  nor 
ships,  and  Philadelphia  and  our  other  large  cities 
are  liable  at  any  time  to  be  laid  under  contribu- 
tion, is  that  any  argument  against  arming  such 
vessels  as  we  have,  a^inst  the  enemy?  Cei^ 
tainly  not.  In  proportion  as  we  are  weak,  we 
ought  to  call  out  every  means  which  we  nave 
in  our  power  to  resist  the  attack  of  a  powerful 
enemy.  He  hoped,  therefore,  the  section  would 
be  retained. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  entertained  a  high  respect  for 
the  gentleman  last  up.  The  part  he  took  in  oor 
Revolutionary  war  was  honorable  to  him;  and  he 
did  not  think  any  enmity  ought  to  exist  betweooi ' 
them  on  account  of  their  present  difference  of 
opinion.  It  ou^ht  to  be  attributed,  perhaps,  to 
their  different  educations  or  employments,  or  some 
other  cause,  but  certainly  ought  not  to  be  ill- 
thought  of.  He  believed  the  gentleman  from 
Connecticut  perfectly  sincere  in  his  opinion ;  and 
it  would  be  no  more  than  candid  were  that 
gentleman  to  believe  the  same  with  respect  to 
himself. 

Mr.  S.  said,  the  manner  in  which  the  business 
of  defence  is  conducted,  is  somewhat  remarkable. 
Two  months  ago,  a  new  regiment  of  artillery  was 
ordered  to  be  raised,  yet  not  one  man  i?  engaged. 
About  the  same  time^  a  very  considerable  appro- 
priation was  made  for  the  erection,  completion, 
and  repair,  of  fortifications ;  but  a  shovel  full  of 
earth  has  not  been  duff  in  puirsuance  of  that  grant. 
When  he  saw  this  dilatonness  of  conduct,  was  it 
not  a  good  reason  for  putting  off  war  to  aa  great  a 
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distance  as  possible  ?  He  wished  to  be  considered 
as  acting  from  these  motives. 

He  was  incliped  to  believe  that  the  gentlemen 
from  South  Carolina  and  Connecticut  both  con- 
sidered this  section  as  merely  giving  a  power  to 
arm  and  commission  our  merchant  vessels,  where- 
as it  goes  to  authorize  the  fitting  out  of  privateers, 
a  descripttion  of  armed  vessels  he  never  wished  to 
see  in  this  country,  as  they  are  no  better  than  legal 
pirates. 

Gentlemen  need  not  be  surprised  that  they  are 
charged  with  bringing  measures  forward,  step  by 
step,  as  that  must  be  evident  to  the  world.  A  few 
days  ago  it  was  proposed  that  merchant  vessels 
should  have  a  right  to  attack  and  capture  French 
vessds.  which  was  rejected.  If  that  had  been 
carriea,  there  would  have  been  no  occasion  for 
this. 

Mr.  S.  said,  he  had  very  frequently  attended  to 
the  speeches  of  the  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 
lina with  respect  to  the  present  situation  of  the 
oountry ;  and,  he  must  own,  he  considered  them 
all  as  mere  declamation,  and  the  same  thing  over 
and  over  a^in.  He  speaks  in  general  terms  of 
the  aggressions  of  France,  which  nobody  denies, 
and  concludes  with  asking  whether  gentlemen  are 
prepared  to  surrender  their  liberty  and  independ- 
ence ?  The  gentleman  will  find  that  no  one  will 
answer  in  the  affirmative.  He  then  asks,  whether 
gentlemen  are  prepared  to  pay  a  tribute  ?  Nobody 
ever  thought  or  such  a  thing.  But,  he  says,  there 
is  no  way  of  preserving  our  liberty  and  independ- 
ence but  by  paying  a  tribute,  or  going  to  war.  If 
Mr.  S.  thought  so,  he  would  have  tsUten  stronger 
measures  than  had  been  taken.  He  would  have 
declared  war  at  once,  but,  so  long  as  he  entertain- 
ed a  different  opinion,  he  would  oppose  every  mea- 
sare  like  the  present.  He  did  not  think  the  asser- 
tion of  gentlemen  on  this  head  could  be  supported 
by  a  recurrence  to  the  despatches  on  the  table,  to 
which  they  appeal.  He  thought  the  last  of  those 
despatches  discovered  that  there  existed  in  the 
Directory  a  willingness  to  treat  with  us.  What 
he  said  on  this  subject,  it  was  true,  was  a  mere 
matter  of  opinion ;  but  he  believed  that  a  treaty 
would  be  offered  to  Mr.  Gerry,  which  this  country 
'  might  with  honor  accept ;  and,  believing  this,  he 
wcmld  vote  for  no  measure  which  would  tend  to 
widen  the  breach  between  the  two  countries. 

Mr.  S.  said,  if  we  were  going  to  war  with  a 
Power,  against  whom  we  could  strike  an  effectual 
blow,  so  as  to  disable  him,  in  some  measure,  during 
the  remainder  of  the  war,  he  might  have  been  in 
favor  of  a  declaration  of  war  long  since 4  but  as 
this  is  not  the  case^  he  was  against  getting  the 
country  into  a  war,  from  which  it  could  not  easily 
recede;  for  however  acceptable  this  Congress 
might  be  for  getting  the  country  into  war,  he  be- 
lieved the  next  would  be  more  so,  if  it  shall  be 
able  to  reinstate  the  country  in  peace. 

Mr.  Gallatin  said,  it  was  true  that  this  debate 
had  lasted  a  long  time ;  it  had  continued,  with 
little  intermission,  for  two  months.  If  gentlemen 
who  are  in  favor  of  the  second  section  of  this  bill, 
had  brouffht  forward  their  whole  syatem  at  once, 
it  would  nave  been  affirmed  or  n^tiyed  under 


one  debate,  and  there  would  have  been  an  end  of 
it ;  but  they  have  chosen  to  divide  the  questioa 
of  war  into  a  number  of  sections,  and  each  section 
into  a  number  of  smaller  parcels.  Of  course  most 
of  those  gentlemen  who  would  have  ^een  ajrainat 
the  whole  together,  have  been  against  aH  the 
parts.  Why  the  whole  had  not  been  brought  fat- 
ward  together  he  did  not  know. 

What,  said  Mr.  €L,  is  this  section  1  It  is  an  au- 
thority to  private  armed  vessels  to  take  every 
armed  vessel  of  France  they  meet  with.  Had  the 
committee  forgotten,  he  asked,  that  a  few  days 
ago,  the  House  had  a  bill  before  them  aothorisdnff 
the  arming  of  merchant  vessels  against  FienaS 
depredations  ?  Bv  that  biU  it  was  provided  tktt 
our  vessels  should  resist  and  capture  anv  Fr^Mh 
vessel  that  should  make  an  attack  upon  tnem,  aad 
recapture  such  of  our  vessels  as  shall  have  been 
taken  by  French  armed  yessels.  An  amendment 
was  then  proposed  to  authorize  our  vessels  to  at- 
tack and  destroy  any  such  vessel  as  may  have 
made  capture  of  our  vessels.  This  projiosition 
was  less  extensive  than  the  present ;  but  it  was 
rejected— 47  to  28.  Five  of  the  Committee  for 
the  Protection  of  Commerce  and  the  Defence  of 
the  Country  voted  against  it.  The  gentleman 
from  Connecticut  himself,  thoueh  in  fovor  of  this 
measure,  voted  against  it.  Why  did  thev'not  at 
that  time  bring  the  subject  under  consioeration, 
and  why  vote  to  reject  a  measure  which  did  not 
go  so  far  as  the  present  1  Or  why  had  there  beoa 
a  majority  in  favor  of  striking  out  the  word  ormarf 
in  the  first  section  of  this  bill  ?  He  could  not  tell 
why,  if  the  thing  be  right  now,  it  was  not  right 
then. 

The  section  of  itself,  Mr.  G.  said,  was  of  no  real 
use ;  it  could  only  serve  as  a  link  in  the  chain  of 
war ;  as  it  could  not  be  believed  that  any  merchuit 
vessel  of  the  United  States  would  ^  on  privateer^ 
ing.  There  could  be  no  temptation  for  them  t» 
hunt  up  privateers  for  the  purpose  of  fighting 
them.  He  did  not  know,  therefore^  why  ic  was 
brought  before  the  committee;  or,  if  it  was  to 
have  been  decided,  why  was  it  not  brought  b»* 
fora  when  the  subject  was  under  discussion? 

Mr.  G.  said,  he  did  not  mean  to  have  said  any- 
thing in  opposition  to  this  bill,  but  to  have  voted 
against  it,  as  he  should  vote  against  everytiuap^ 
else  of  a  like  tendency  until  he  knew  the  tenu* 
nation  of  our  negotiation  by  Mr.  Gerry. 

Mr.  BnMOMo  said,  gentlemen  complain  that 
measures  have  been  brought  forward  step  by  step. 
They  might  have  found  a  reason  for  this  in  candor. 
Gentlemen  have  said,  if  you  mean  to  go  to  wvtj 
why  not  come  forward,  and  declare  it  at  once ; 
and  if  that  had  been  done^  what  then?  Tkef 
would  have  voted  against  it  Which  was  thie 
same  thing  as  if  they  had  said,  we  will  prevent 
yon  from  doing  aaytning  for  the  defence  of  tlM 
country  if  we  can.  It  was  then  left  for  othen  to 
determine  what  measures  were  necessary  to  be 
taken  for  our  defence ;  and,  in  order  to  get  nny^ 
thing,  they  had  been  obliged  to  brine  forward 
such  measures  as  they  thought  ibost  likely  to jmh% 
and  this  will  acconat  for  our  means  of  dbetenan 
having  been  pn^posed  by  degrees.    Add  to  tki^ 
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that  almost  every  day  has  brought  us  new  ac- 
counts of  insults  and  injuries  committed  against 
us.  So  that  h^  was  himself  ready  to  take  steps 
now  that  he  should  have  taken  with  great  reluc- 
tance thre^ months  ago. 

As  to  the  hopes  which  gentlemen  say  they  en- 
tertain of  a  treaty  being  accomplished,  he  enter- 
tained none  such.  He  had*  no  confidence  in,  or 
eznectation  from,  the  French  Qovemment. 

Mr.  Sewall  was  so  sensible  that  the  patience 
of  the  committee  was  exhausted  from  a  long  de- 
bate on  this  subject,  that  he  should  avoid  any 
ffenerai  observations  upon  it ;  but  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania  had  made  such  a  representa- 
tion of  the  course  of  this  business,  that  he  felt  him- 
self called  upon  to  mlake  some  reply.  This,  he 
says,  is  only  a  repetition  of  the  question  tried  the 
other  day,  though  the  gentleman  cannot  but  recol- 
lect that  the  question  was  not  then  on  commis- 
sioning merchant  vessels;  and  that  the  power  to 
attack  is  here  confined  to  commissioned  vessels. 
This  matter  was  settled  by  treaty  \  in  one  of  our 
treaties  even  uie  sum  for  which  sureties  was  to 
be  provided,  and  the  number  of  sureties,  was  de- 
termined. These  commissions,  issued  by  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  United  States,  are  no  more  than 
powers  for  private  vesseb  to  do  all  that  the  public 
armed  vessels  are  authorized  to  do ;  and  certainly 
ike  power  given  one  could  be  no  more  a  war 
measure  than  when  fiven  to  the  other.  Indec^i, 
he  believed  both  might  be  considered  as  war,  if 
France  chose  so  to  consider  them.  It  was  true  the 
committee  had  bron^t  measures  gradually  for- 
ward, but  he  denied  that  any  of  them  could^be 
construed  into  offensive  war.  The  vessels  of 
France  have  attacked  and  taken  vessels  of  the 
United  States  on  the  high  seas ;  we  therefore  only 
met  her  on  her  own  ground,  by  ordering  our  ves- 
sels to  take  the  vessels  of  France.  An  attack  is 
neither  authorized  upon  her  shores,  nor  upon  her 
merchant  vessels;  and  so  far,  according  to  the 
laws  of  nations  and  common  sense,  must  be 
deemed  defensive  war.  War  it  is,  but  it  was  fint 
made  upon  us  by  France ;  and  the  moment  France 
eeases  to  make  hostility  upon  us,  our  hostility 
agaiast  her  will  cease  also ;  but  if  we  were  to  de- 
dare  war,  Conflress  must  meet  again  before  war 
•oold  cease.  He  thought,  therefore,  this  measure 
owkt  to  be  agreed  to. 

The  qttestkm  on  striking  out  the  section  was 
pat  and  negatived— 41  to  Si. 

Mr.  8.  Smith  moved  to  amend  the  section,  so 
as  that  the  authority  should  only  extend  to  mer- 
chant vessels,  and  not  to  privateers,  as  gentlemen 
seemed  to  suppose  that  was  the  intention  of  the 
section. 

Mr.  Sewall  hoped  this  motion  would  not  pre- 
vail. The  gentleman  from  Maryland  misunder- 
stood him  if  he  understood  him  to  say  that  this 
section  only  related  to  armed  merchantmen.  It 
applied  certainly  not  only  to  armed  merchantmen, 
but  to  armed  vessels  fitted  out  for  the  purposes  or 
attack. 

Mr.  Smith's  motion  was  put,  and  negatived, 
there  beinff  only  33  votes  for  it. 

Mr.  D.  FoBTaa  moved  an  additional  section, 
5th  Con.— 66 


allowing  a  bounty  of  so  much  per  gun,  accord" 
in^  to  their  size,  on  all  guns  taken  on  board  French 
pnvatee'rs,  brought  into  the  ports  of  the  United 
Statef. 

After  a  few  observations  for  and  against  this 
measure,  it  was  negatived— 43  to  37. 

The  committee  then  rose,  and  General  Smith 
called  the  yeas  and  nays  upon  his  motion  to  strike 
out  the  second  section.  They  were  taken,  and 
stood — 39  yeas,  43  nays,  as  follows: 

Tkas — Abraham  Baldwin,  David  Bard,  Lemuel  Bea- 
ton, Thomas  Blount,  Demaey  Burges^  Thomas  Clai» 
borne,  William  Charles  Uole  Claiborne,  John  Ckiptoiiy 
Thomas  T.  Davis,  John  Dawson,  John  Fowler,  Albeit 
Gallatm,  James  Gillespie,  Andrew  Gregg,  John  A. 
Hanna,  Carter  B.  Harzison,  Jonathan  N.  Havens,  J<>> 
aeph  Heister,  David  Holmes,  Walter  Jones,  Edward 
Livingston,  Matthew  Locke,  Matthew  Lyon,  Nathaniel 
MaooD,  Blair  McClenachan,  Joseph .  McDowell,  John 
Milledge,  Anthony  New,  John  Nicholas,  Saml.  SmiUi» 
William  Smith,  Richard  Sprigg,  jr.,  Kichard  Stinford, 
Thomas  Sumter,  John  Trigg,  Philip  Van  Cortlandt, 
Joseph  B.  Yamum,  Abraham  Venable,  and  Robert 
Williams. 

Nats — John  Allen,  George  Baer,  jr.,  Bailey  Bartlett, 
James  A.  Bayard,  Stephen  Bullock,  Christopher  G. 
Champiin,  James  Cochran,  Joshua  Coit,  William  Craikf 
Samuel  W.  Dana,  George  Dent,  William  Edmcmd, 
Thomas  Evans,  Abiel  Foster,  Dwigfat  Foster,  Jonathan 
Freeman,  Henry  Glen,  Chauncey  Goodrich,  William 
Groidon,  Roger  Griswold,  William  Barnr  Grove,  Rob- 
ert Goodne  Harper,  Thomas  Hartley,  William  Hind- 
man,  James  H.  Imlay,  John  Wilkes  Kittera,  Samuel 
Lyman,  WaUiam  Matthews,  Harrison  G.  Otis,  Isaae 
Parker,  John  Reed,  Jas.  Schureman,  Samuel  Sewall* 
Thomas  Sinnickson,  Samuel  Sitgreavea,  Nathaniel 
Smith,  Peleg  Sprague,  George  Thatcher,  Richard  Tho< 
mas,  Mark  Thomson,  Thomas  Tillinghast,  John  E* 
Van  Alen,  and  Peleg  Wadeworth. 

Mr.  Spraoub  renewed  his  motion  to  strike  out 
the  word  ^^  amend."  in  the  first  section,  before 
"  French  vessel,"  the  effect  of  which  was  to  author- 
ize the  taking  of  all  French  vessels.  The  vote 
stood — yeas  31,  nays  52,  as  follows : 

Ybas— John  Allen,  David  Bard,  Bailey  Barflett, 
James  A.  Bayard,  t/hrtstopher  G.  Champiin,  Jam^ 
Cochran,  William  Craik,  William  Edmond,  Thomaf 
Evans,  Abiel  Foster,  Dwigfat  Foster,  Jonathan  Freeman, 
Henry  Glen,  Chauncey  Goodrich,  William  Gordcm^ 
Roger  Griswold,  Robert  Goodloe  Harper,  Thot.  Hart- 
ley,  William  Hindmao,  John  Wilkes  Kittera,  Samuel 
Lyman,  Lewis  R.  Morris,  Harrison  G.  Otis,  Isaac  Par- 
ker, Samuel  Sttgreaves,  Peleg  Sprague,  Geo.  Thatcher, 
Ridiaid  Thomas,  Mark  Thomson,  John  E.  Van  Alen» 
and  Peleg  Wadsworth. 

Nats— George  Baer,  jr,  Abraham  Baldwm,  Lemuel 
Benton,  Thomas  Blount,  Stephen  Bullock,  Demamr 
Burge*,  Thomas  Clatbome,  William  CharkM  Cole  Cla>> 
borne,  John  Clopton,  Joshua  Coit,  Samuel  W.  Dan% 
Thomas  T.  Davis,  John  Dawson,  George  Dent,  John 
Fowler,  Albert  Gallatin,  James  Gillespie,  Andrew  Gregg* 
William  Barry  Grove,  John  A.  Hany,  Carter  B.  Har- 
ison,  Jonathan  N.  Havens,  JosepSi  Heister,  David 
Holmes,  James  H.  Imlay,  Walter  Jones,  Edward  Liv- 
ingston, Matthew  Locke,  Matthew  Lyon,  Nathaiuel 
Macon,  William  Matthews,  Blair  McClenMhan,  Joseph 
McDowell,  John  Milledge,  Anthony  N^w,  Jc^  Nich» 
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lasy  John  Reed,  James  fe^cbureman,  Samuel  SewaU, 
Thomaa  Sinnickson,  Nathaniel  Smith,  Samnd  Smith, 
William  Smith,  Richard  Sprigg,  jr.,  Richard  Stanford, 
Thomas  Sumter,  Thomas  Tillinghast,  John  Trigg,  Phi- 
lip Van  CorUandt,  Joseph  B.  Vamom,  Ahraham  Tena- 
ble, and  Robert  Williams. 

Mr.  Livingston  said,  at  the  date  of  our  last 
despatches,  the  House  had  seen  that  Mr.  Cterry, 
our  only  remaining  Commissioner  at  Paris,  had 
received  an  invitation  from  the  Minister  of  For- 
eign Affairs  of  the  French  Republic,  to  open  a 
negotiation  on  the  subject  of  our  dispute  with 
that  country.  They  had  also  seen  a  letter  from 
that  eentleman  to  the  President,  and  another  to 
the  French  Minister,  by  which,  it  appears,  that  he 
declines  entering  into  any  negotiation,  from  a  sup- 
|k>sition  that  his  authority  does  not  authorize  him 
to  undertake  it.  Nor  do  the  House  learn  from 
the  Message  of  the  President,  that  he  has  given 
any  further  authority  to  Mr.  Gerry.  On  the  con- 
trary, from  the  tenor  of  the  Message,  the  return  of 
our  Commissioner  could  only  be  expected,  with- 
out making  any  attempt  at  a  negotiation.  Be- 
lieving, as  be  did^  that  a  negotiation  might  be 
opened,  and  that  it  was  probable  a  treaty  might 
be  completed  which  it  would  be  honorable  to  the 
United  States  to  accept,  he  did  not  wish  to  frus- 
trate so  hapny  an  event  by  a«y  punctilio,  because 
they  had  refused  to  treat  with  three  Envoys,  but 
are  willing  to  treat  with  one.  He  thought  it 
would  be  proper  for  this  House  to  exprell  a  wish 
of  this  kind,  and  he  would  lay  a  proposition  on 
the  table  to  this  effect.  Those  who  ar^of  opinion 
that  we  ought  not  to  accept  of  any  treaty  from 
France,  however  equitable,  because  that  Republic 
has  refused  to  treat  with  our  three  Commissioners, 
will,  of  course,  vote  against  it ;  but  those  who 
will  be  willing  to  preserve  the  country  in  peace 
bv  an  honorafie  treaty,  though  it  be  made  by  erne 
Envoy  only,  will,  of  course,  vote  for  it.  The  pro- 
position was  to  the  following  effect : 

*^  Reaolyedy  That  a  respectful  address  be  presented  to 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  requesting  him  to 
instruct  our  remaining  Envoy  Extraordinary  at  Paris, 
to  proceed  in  the  negotiation  ofiered  to  be  opened  vrith 
him  by  the  Minister  of  Foreign  Relations  of  the  French 
Republic,  and  to  conclude  such  a  treaty  with  him  as  he 
may  be  enabled  to  negotiate,  consistent  with  the  tenor 
of  the  instructbns  of  the  President,  communicated  to 
this  House  on  the  2dd  of  March  last.'' 

Though  the  mover  wished  this  resolution  to  lie 
till  to-morrow,  an  immediate  decision  was  called 
for,  and  a  ffood  deal  of  heat  was  shown  upon  the 
occasion.  Mr.  Dent  moved  the  previous  question 
upon  it;  but  Mr.  Livingston  complaioinff  of  this 
mode  of  proceeding,  that  motion  was  withdrawn, 
and  the  immediate  question  called  for ;  but  to  pre^ 
▼ent  an  immediate  decision,  Mr.  L.  withdrew  his 
motion,  with  a  view  he  said  of  bringing  it  for- 
ward another  day. 

Adjourned.  ^ 


TuBsuAT,  July  3. 
The  bill  further  to  protect  the  commerce  of  the 
United  States,  was  read  th?  third  time  and  passed. 


Mr.  Harper  said^  he  held  in  his  hand  certain 
resolutions  with  respect  to  the  defence  of  the 
country,  which  he  thought  it  would  be  important 
to  adopt;  because  he  considered  Congress  as  hav- 
ing resolved  upon  repelling  and  resisting  the  pre- 
tensions of  a  Power  wbicn  he  had  no  idea,  and 
which  he  could  not  suppose  any  gentleman  had 
reason  to  expect  would  recede  from  the  terms  of 
tribute  whicn  they  had  offered.  Having,  there- 
fore, a  knowledge  of  the  force,  the  pride,  and  the 
perseverance  of  our  enemy,  whilst  we  are  not  dis- 
mayed by  their  power  and  their  spirit,  we  ought 
to  view  It  in  all  its  magnitude,  to  prepare  for  a 
vigorous  struggle  in  meeting  it,  and  to  resist  the 
extravagant  pretensions  of  that  nation.  That  we 
may  be  thus  prepared,  he  offered  the  following 
resolutions  for  the  consideration  of  the  House : 

Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient  to  anient  the  Pro- 
visional *  Army  of  the  Umted  States  to  fifty  thousand 
men. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient  to  enable  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  to  proceed,  whenever  he  sfaaH 
judge  it  conducive  to  the  public  welfiue,  to  the  appoint- 
ment of  all  the  officers  of  Uie  said  army,  and  the  organi- 
zation of  ito  staff:  such  officers  not  to  be  on  pay  till 
called  into  actual  service. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient  to  enable  the  PreaideBt 
of  the  United  States  to  raise  immediately,  and  faring  ints 
actual  sendee,  one  division  of  the  said  army,  to  oonaiet 
of  not  more  than  twelve  thousand  five  hundred  men. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient  to  enable  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  to  raise  and  bring  into  actual 
service,  all  or  any  part  of  the  remaining  divisions  of  the 
said  army,  in  case  of  invasion  of  any  part  of  the  terri- 
toi^  of  the  United  States,  or  of  imminent  danger  of 
such  invasion,  in  his  opinion  conceived  to  exist. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient  to  enable  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  to  raise  immediately,  ar.d  bring 
into  actual  service,  a  corps  of  non-conmussioned  officers 
for  those  divisions  of  the  said  army  which  may  not  be 
immediately  raised ;  the  said  corps  not  to  exceed  tfie 
nomber  of  twelve  hundred,  and  to  do  duty  a«  a  separate 
corps  of  the  army,  until  their  services  in  all  or  any  of 
said  divisions  shall  be  required. 

Resohed,  That  it  is  expedient  to  enable  the  PresidMit 
of  the  United  States  to  obtain  by  purchase,  loan»  or  other 
contract,  for  the  use  of  the  United  States,  any  nmbbsr 
of  vessels  of  war,  not  exceeding  ten,  in  addition  to  these 
her^tofiNne  authorised  by  law,  and  of  each  fiwoe,  not  Isss 
than  thirty-two  guns  each,  as  he  may  judge  sdvsntagsoas 
for  the  public  service,  and  to  man  and  equip  the  ssme. 

Resolved,  That  it »  expedient  to  enable  the  PresadeM 
of  the  United  States  to  establish  one  or  moie  dock-yafds 
for  the  use  of  the  United  Staten,  with  suitable  buHdints 
for  marine  storey  arsenals,  and  masazines. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  till  to-morrow. 

MR.  GERRY'S  MISSION. 

Mr.  Livingston  again  laid  the  resolution  upon 
the  table,  which  he  offered  and  withdrew  yester- 
day, proposing  an  address  to  the  President.  He 
said  he  should  not  himself  call  it  up  at  present; 
but  if  any  other  gentleman  chose  to  do  so,  he 
should  not  object  to  it. 

The  Speaker  said,  that  the  ^ntleman  most 
know  that  when  a  proposition  is  offered  to  the 
House,  it  is  offered  for  decision. 

The  question  being  loudly  catl^  for, 
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Mr.  KiTTBBA  wished  to  propose  an  amendment 
to  this  resolution,  in  the  following  words,  viz: 
'^and  in  case  the  said  Envoy  shdl  have  been 
ordered  out  of  the  Frenc^  Republic,  or  taken  into 
custody,  then  with  such  other  person  or  persons  as 
the  French  Directory  may  select." 

Mr.  Thatcher  seconded  the  motion. 

Mr.  Harrison  hoped  the  yeas  and  nays  would 
be  taken  upon  this  amendment.    A^preed  to. 

Mr.  N.  Smith  was  sorry  this  motion  was  made. 
He  thought  it  trifling  with  treason.  He  wished 
ftot  to  be  called  to  give  a  rote  on  so  infamous  a 
resolution  as  he  considered  this  to  be.  [A  call  to 
order.] 

Mr.  Otis  hoped  the  mover  of  this  amendment 
would  withdraw  it.  It  could  only  have  been  in- 
tended to  cast  a  censure  upon  the  resolution — a 
censure  much  milder  than  he  should  himself  have 
been  inclined  to  cast  upon  it,  which,  having  been 
done,  he  trusted  the  gentleman  would  not  place 
kis  friends  in  so  disa^eeable  a  situation  as  to  be 
oblu^ed  to  vote  upon  it. 

Mr.  KiTTBRA  said,  the  House  must  have  seen 
his  object  in  making  this  motion.  The  resolution 
which  had  been  laid  upon  the  table  by  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York,  was  so  abhorrent  to  all  his 
ideas  of  propriety,  that  he  had  taken  this  mode  of 
showing  n  is  disapprobation  of  it,  in  the  strongest 
manner  in  which  he  could  do  it.  We  have,  said 
he,  sent  three  Envoys  to  the  French  Republic  in 
order  to  terminate  our  differences  with  that  na- 
tion; but  the  Directory  haye  not  chosen  to  treat 
with  these  three  Commissioners,  but  have  insult- 
ingly selected  one  from  among  them,  with  whom 
they  say  they  are  ready  to  treat,  but  ujpon  the  terms 
offered  to  all  the  three.  If  this  one  Envoy  should 
be  sent  off,  or  imprisoned,  therefore,  before  the 
fresh  instructions  which  the  gentleman  frop  New 
York  wishes  to  be  sent  off  should  be  received,  it 
would  be  proper  that  the  Directory  should  make 
choice  of  some  other  person  with  whom  they  will 
be  willing  to  treat  Having,  however,  shown  his 
pointed  dislike  to  the  proposition  before  the  House, 
by  the  present  motion^  he  would  withdraw  it. 

Mr.  Livingston  said,  he  would  not  have  trou- 
bled the  House  with  any  further  observations  on 
this  motion,  if  not  forced  to  do  it  by  certain  ex- 
pressions which  had  been  used  respecting  it.  One 
gentleman  has  called  it  an  infamous  resolution; 
another  had  said  that  the  motion  which  had  been 
made  and  withdrawn,  was  too  mild  «a  censure 
upon  it;  another  gentleman  looked  upon  it  with 
abhorrence.  If  this  resolution  is  so  extremely 
abhorrent,  he  should  have  been  glad  if  gentlemen 
would  have  condescended  to  have  shown  wherein 
its  abhorrence  lies.  What  is  this  resolution?  Does 
it  tend  to  dishonor  this  country,  by  proposing  to 
agpree  with  any  degrading  terms  ofl&red  by  the 
Directory?  No  such  thing.  What  is  it,  but  to 
request  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  in- 
struct the  Envoy,  whom  he  himself  appointed,  to 
make  such  a  treaty  with  France  as  shall  be  con- 
sistent with  our  honor  and  interest?  Yet  this 
resolution  is  called  infamous.  If  this  term  was 
applicable  to  his  motion,  he  was  ignorant  of  the 
meaning  of  words. 


The  Speaker  said,  as  the  gentleman  from  Con- 
necticut, who  made  use  of  this  expression,  had 
been  called  to  order,  any  remarks  upon  it  were 
equally  out  of  order. 

Mr.  Livingston  said,  he  would  make  no  com- 
ments upon  it,  but  confine  his  remarks  to  the  reso- 
lution itself.  It  was  his  desire,  if  possible,  to  pre- 
vent a  war  with  France,  which  must  involve  this 
country  in  freat  distress — which  may,  perhaps, 
destroy  it,  aU  for  the  sake  of  a  punctilio.  He  was 
not  asnamed  of  this  opinion  anywhere.  It  would 
be  for  the  interest,  for  the  dignity  of  this  country, 
to  conclude  an  honorable  peace  with  France — 
more  so  than  any  war  which  we  could  possibly 
wage.  The  fate  of  war  must  be  doubtlul — the 
honor  of  it  extremely  so.  For  his  part,  he  saw 
none  that  could  be  derived  from  war.  lie  wished 
to  avoid  it,  if  it  could  be  avoided  with  honor.  He 
was  far  from  proposing  to  preserve  peace  at  the 
expense,  of  our  honor.  All  he  wished  was  that 
the  Envoy  at  present  in  Paris  should,  if  possible, 
make  a  treaty  founded  upon  the  instructions  ori- 
ginally given.  Is  there^  exclaimed  he,  anything 
so  extremely  bad  in  this?  On  the  contrary,  he 
knew  it  was  the  wish  of  a  majority  of  the  people 
of  this  country  that  a  treaty  shoultL  if  possible,  be 
made,  and  by  that  means  prevent  tne  necessity  of 
a  war^ 

But  it  should  seem  as  if  gentlemen  were  ready 
to  say,  that  it  is  better  to  go  to  war  than  that  one 
of  our  Envoys  should  make  a  treaty  for  us,  as  if 
they  were  ready  to  draw  the  sword,  because  three 
seals  cannot  be  put  to  a  treaty  instead  of  one.  He 
was  not  for  doing  this,  nor  were  his  constituents ; 
nor  did  he  believe  that  either  he  or  they  should 
ever  be  ashamed  of  this  resolution.  It  would  al- 
ways be  a  consolation  to  him  that  he  had  endea- 
vored to  preserve  tbe  peace  of  the  country,  so  long 
as  it  could  consistently  be  done. 

It  was  altogether  a  misrepresentation,  Mr.  L. 
said,  to  insinuate  that  the  person  whom  he  wished 
to  be  instructed  to  treat  was  appointed  by  the  Di- 
rectory ;  he  was  chosen  by  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  and  commissioned  by  him  with 
separate  powers.  And  yet  this  man,  thus  appoint^ 
ed,  is  spoken  of  as  a  man  chosen  by  the  Executive 
Directory  of  France !  He  wished  gentlemen  to 
reconcile  this  to  themselves ;  he  could  not  do  it. 

Mr.  Matthews  thought  this  resolution  onghi 
to  be  explained  before  gentlemen  were  called  to 
vote  upon  it.  He,  therefore,  moved  the  follow- 
ing^ amendment :  ^Whereas  this  House  has  lost 
all  confidence  in  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  and  his  desire  of  plunging  this  country  in 
all  tbe  horrors  of  war  with  our  good  friends,  is  so 
evident,  therefore  resolved,"  &c. 

This  motion  not  being  seconded,  the  yeas  and 
nays  were  taken  upjon  Mr.  Livingston's  proposi- 
tion, and  decided  in  the  negative,  51  to  30,  as 
follow : 

Ykas — ^Abraham  Baldwin,  David  Baid,  Lemnel  Ben- 
ton, Thomas  Blonnt,  Demsey  Burgee,  Thomas  Glai- 
bome,  John  Clopton,  Thomas  T.  DaTis,  John  Dawson, 
John  Fowler,  Albert  Gallatin,  Jamee  GUleipie,  Andrew 
Gregg,  Carter  B.  Harrison,  Jonathan  N.  Havens,  Jo- 
seph Heistsr,  Walter  Jonse,  Edward  Livingsloii,  Ibt- 
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thaw  Locke,  Matthew  Lyon,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Blair 
McClenachan,  JoKph  McDowell,  Anthony  New,  John 
Nicholas,  William  Smith,  Richard  Stanford,  Thomas 
Somter,  John  Trigg,  and  Robert  Williams. 

Nats— John  AUen,  George  Baer,  jr.,  Bailey  BarUett, 
James  A.  Bayard,  David  Brooks,  Stephen  Bullock, 
Christopher  G.  Champlin,  John  Chapman,  William 
Charles  Cole  Claiborne.  James  Cochran,  Joshua  Coit, 
William  Craik,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  George  Dent,  Wil- 
liam Edmond,  Thomas  Evans,  Abiel  Foster,  Dwight 
Foster,  Jonathan  Freeman,  Henry  Glen,  Chauncey 
Goodrich,  William  Gordon,  Roger  Griswold,  William 
Barry  Grove,  John  A.  Hanna,  Robert  Goodloe  Harper, 
Thomas  Hartley,  William  Hindman,  David  Hobnes, 
Hezekiah  L.  Hosmer,  James  H.  Imlay,  John  Wilkes 
Kittera,  Samuel  Lyman,  William  Matthews,  Harrison 
G.  Otis,  Isaac  Parker,  John  Reed,  James  Schureman, 
Samuel  Sewall,  Thomas  Sinnickson,  Samuel  Sitgreaves, 
Nathaniel  Smith,  Peleg  Sprague,  Richard  Sprigg,  jun., 
Btmge  Thatcher,  Richard  Thomas,  Thomas  Tilling- 
hast,  John  E.  Van  Alen,  Joseph  B.  Vamum,  Abraham 
Veoable,  and  Peleg  Wadsworth. 

STATE  BALANCES. 

Mr.  Harper  laid  a  resolution  upon  the  table, 
proposing  that,  if  any  State  indebted  to  the  Uni- 
ted States  in  toe  balance  of  accounts  at  the  close 
of  the  late  war,  shall  expend  any[  money  in  erect- 
ing or  enlarging  their  fortifications,  upon  plans 
approved  by  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
such  sums  shall  be  considered  as  in  part  payment 
of  the  said  balance. 

SUNDRY  BILLS. 

Mr.  Livingston  reported  a  bill  relative  to  the 
compensation  of  certain  officers  employed  in  the 
ooUectioQ  of  imposts  and  tonnage;  which  was 
committed. 

Mr.  Macon  reported  a  bill  respecting  a  light- 
house and  beacons ;  and 

Mr.  Sewall  a  bill  makincf  further  appropria- 
tions for  the  additional  naval  armament ;  both  of 
which  were  committed. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate,  in- 
forming the  House  that  they  had  passed  the  bill, 
entitled  "  An  act  to  provide  for  the  valuation  oi 
lands  and  dwelling  houses,  and  the  enumeration 
of  slaves  within  the  United  States,"  with  several 
amendment?,  to  which  they  desire  the  concur- 
rence of  this  House. 

Mr.  W.  C.  C.  Claiboenb,  from  the  managers 
appointed  the  nineteenth  ultimo,  on  the  part  of 
tma  House,  to  attend  a  conference  with  the  Sen- 
ate, on  the  subject-matter  of  the  amendments  de- 
l^endinff  between  the  two  Houses  to  the  bill,  en- 
titled "An  act  providing  for  the  more  effectual 
collection  of  certain  internal  revenues  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,"  made  a  report ;  which  was  read  and 
oonsideced.    Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  this  House  doth  adhere  to  their 
amendments  to  the  second  amendment  of  the 
Senate  to  the  said  bill. 

The  House  proceeded  to  reconsider  the  lant 
amendment  of  the  Senate,  disagreed  to  by  this 
Qouse,  and  insisted  on  by  the  Senate,  to  the  bill, 
entitled  "  An  act  to  alter  thetim^  of  making  entry 
of  sdlla,  ud  for  other  puiposcs."     Wheieupon, 


Resolved,  That  this  House  doth  insist  on  their 
disagreement  to  the  said  amendment. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  doth  agree  to  the 
conference  desired  by  the  Senate,  on  the  subject- 
matter  thereof}  and  that  Mr.  WilLjah  C.  C* 
Claiborne,  Mr.  Kittera,  and  Mr.  Champlin,  be 
appointed  managers  at  the  said  conference,  on  the 
part  of  this  House. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  . 
'^An  act  to  provide  for  the  valuation  of  lands  and 
dwelling  houses,  and  the  enumeration  of  slaves 
within  3ie  United  States."    Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  the  said  amendments  be  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  "House  imr 
mediately.  .     ,/.• 

The  House,  accordingly,  resolved  itself  mto  the 
said  committee;  and, after  some  time  spent  th^e- 
in,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  Chair,  and  Mr.  Devt 
reported  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  or- 
der, had  the  said  amendments  under  consideration, 
and  directed  him  to  report  to  the  House  their  dis- 
agreement to  so  much  of  the  amendment  of  the 
Senate  as  proposes  to  strike  out  a  part  of  the  last 
line  of  the  proviso  at  the  end  of  the  eighth  section^ 
and  their  agreement  to  all  the  other  amendments 
to  the  saidbilL 

On  the  question  that  tne  House  do  agree  to  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House, 

It  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate,  inform- 
ing the  House  that  they  have  passed  the  bill,  en- 
titled "  An  act  respecting  alien  enemies,"  with 
several  amendments  to  the  last  mentioned  bill,  to 
which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  Hous«* 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said 
amendments ;  and,  the  same  being  twice  read, 
were,  on  the  question  severally  put  thereupon, 
agreed  to  by  the  House.    Adjourned. 

Wbdnesuat,  July  4. 

The  House  of  Representatives  met  agreeably  ta 
adjournment  at  ten  o'clock ;  but,  on  the  Speatoer*» 
taking  the  Chair,  a  few  minutes  after  ten,  and  & 
quorum  of  members  not  being  present — 

Mr.  Dawson  said,  as  it  was  not  usual  to  attend 
to  business  on  this  day,  he  hoped  the  House  would 
adjourn. 

The  House  adjourned  accordingly. 

Thursday,  July  5. 

The  bill  for  erecting  a  light-house  and  beacon 
and  for  placing  buoys  in  the  situations  thereitt 
mentioned,  was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

Mr.  Harper  made  a  report  on  the  or^nizatioft 
of  the  Executive  Departments,  and  a  bill  to  alter 
and  amend  several  acts  relative  to  the  estabiish* 
ment  of  the  Treasury,  War,  and  Naval  Depart- 
ments ;  which  was  committed  for  to-morrow. 

INCREASE  OF  MILITARY  ESTABLISHMENT 
On  motion  of  Mr.  S.  Smith  the  House  went  into 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  sUte  of  the 
Union ;  when  he  proposed  the  following  reso^o* 
tions : 
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"  Resohtd,  At  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  that  the 
Ibur  regiments  of  in&ntrj  of  the  present  Establishment 
be  increased  to  ten  companies  each,  each  company  to 
consist  of  sixty  prirates. 

«<  Resohtd,  As  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  that 
Ihe  President  of  the  United  States  be  authorized  to 
xaise,  in  addition  to  the  present  Military  Establishment, 
«ight  companies  of  in&ntry,  and  six  troops  of  light 
dragoons,  to  be  enlisted  for  three  years,  or  daring  the 
war  witii  France." 

The  first  resolution  being  under  consideration, 

Mr.  8.  Smith  said,  it  would  be  recollected  that 
the  reffiments  of  infantry  on  the  present  Establish- 
ment had  been  reduced  to  eight  companies  each. 
He  wished  to  hare  them  increased  to  ten,  which 
would  give  an  increase  of  880  men,  with  only  six 
additional  officers.  And,  if  the  second  resolution 
was  agreed  to,  it  would  give  us  a  standing  army, 
with  the  troops  now  in  service,  of  upwards  of 
11,000  men  altogether. 

Mr.  Dayton  seconded  this  motion,  because  he 
approved  of  increasing  the  regiments  from  eight 
to  ten  companies;  but  he  had  rather  the  mover 
had  proposed  twelve  additional  regiments  than 
eight. 

Mr.  MoDowsLL  believed  the  first  resolution 
could  not  be  very  well  considered,  without  hav- 
ing reference  to  the  second.  He  could  see  no  rea- 
son for  increasing  our  Army  at  present.  He  had 
no  particular  objection  to  the  first  resolution ;  but 
finuing  gentlemen  are  not  prepared  to  come  to  a 
declaration  of  war,  he  did  not  think  it  would  be 
prudent  to  increase  our  standing  army.  A  pro- 
visional army,  he  said,  had  already  been  provided, 
which  the  President  was  authorized  to  raise  when- 
ever he  shtfll  judge  our  situation  to  be  sufficiently 
alarming  to  warrant  the  measure;  and  he  was 
also  authorized  to  accept  the  service  of  volunteers 
to  an  amount  which  no  one  can  ascertain.  He, 
therefore,  thought  it  too  early  to  enter  into  a  re- 
solution of  this  kind,  unless  gentlemen  are  deter- 
mined upon  war  at  all  events. 

Mr.  Allbn  did  not  know  how  it  had  happened 
that  so  few  men  had  been  assigned  to  a  company 
in  our  Military  Establishment.  In  England,  he 
believed,  there  are  100  men  to  acompanv ;  in  Aus- 
tria 200,  and  in  France  80  or  100.  Mr.  A.  thought 
the  companies  ought  to  be  organized  with  100 
men  each,  in  order  to  allow  for  men  who  are  sick, 
^.  He  believed  the  army  would  be  more  effec- 
laal  for  having  more  men  and  fewer  offisers.  He 
therefore  moved  to  strike  out  60  and  insert  100. 

Mr.  Habtlbt  was  against  this  motion.  It  was 
necessary  that  the  {nroportion  of  officers  should 
be  greater  in  new  regiments  than  in  old  ones.  He 
thought  the  proportion  as  reported  just  and  proper. 

The  first  resolution  was  agreed  to  without  adi- 
rision. 

The  second  resolution  being  uuder  considera- 
tion— 

Mr.  Gallatin  observed,  that  he  did  not  think 
Ibe  expression  "during  the  wvr"  was  correct  at  pre- 
sent. Congress  has  made  the  raising  of  a  provi- 
sional army  to  depend  on  tbe  contingency  of  our 
being  at  war.  Tne  Consiitution  sa^s,  Congress 
Mtly  shall  declare  war,  and  they  have  not  done  it ; 


neither  has  it  been  done  by  France.  He  thought 
the  provision  for  three  years  wouid  be  sufficient, 
without  the  words  which  he  had  mentioned. 

Mr.  Otis  thought  it  might  be  altered  to  read, 
"during  the  war  which  may  take  place  with  the 
French  Republic.'** 

Mr.  Venable  would  be  glad  to  be  informed 
whether  gentlemen  meant,  if  the  war  with  France 
continued  longer  than  three  years,  soldiers  were 
to  be  compelled  to  serve  longer ;  or  whether,  if  it 
did  not  continue  so  long  as  three  years,  they  should 
be  sooner  discharged.  Besides,  he  thought  the 
words  improper,  at  present,  as  he  did  not  consider 
this  country  m  war  with  France.  He  thought  it 
an  indirect  way  of  saying  this  nation  is  at  war 
with  France;  whether  it  was  so  intended,  he 
could  not  say.  It  would  also  be  a  question  with 
jiim,  whether  persons  so  enlisted  would  be  obli|fed 
to  serve,  since  they  would  be  enlisted  to  serve  dur- 
ing a  war  which  did  not  exist. 

Mr.  Dayton  (the  Speaker)  said,  that  he  could 
never  consent  to  admitting  the  proposed  alter- 
native in  the  term  of  enlistment.  He  remember- 
ed too  well  the  unhappy  and  disgraceful  scenes 
which  were  exhibited  in  some  lines  of  the  Army 
during  the  Revolutionary  war,  in  consequence  of 
their  taking  the  enfi^agements  of  the  soldiers  to 
continue  in  service  "for  three  years  or  during  the 
war."  As  he  wished  never  to  see  them  repeated, 
he  should  move  to  strike  out  the  words  "  for  three 
years^"  and  leave  the  engagement  of  the  troops  to 
be  raised  to  be  limited  only  by  the  cause  or  the 
augmentation  of  the  Army,  viz :  the  existence  of 
our  difierences  with  the  French  Republic.  This 
would  answer  every  purpoise,  especially  as  the 
President  would  also  be  authorized  sooner  to  dis- 
charge them,  if;  in  his  opinion,  it  could  be  done 
consistently  with  the  public  safety. 

The  resolution  was  modified  so  as  to  read,  *'  for 
and  during  the  continuance  of  the  existing  differ- 
ences between  the  United  States  and  the  French 
Republic." 

Mr.  Datton  moved  to  strike  out  eight  regi- 
ments and  insert  twelve. 

After  some  objections  from  Mr.  Macon,  who 
thought  it  would  be  better  to  increase  the  number 
of  cavalry  than  infantry,  the  motion  was  nega-^ 
tived— 41  to  30. 

Mr.  Macon  then  moved  to  strike  out  eight  re- 
giments and  insert  seven,  and  to  strike  out  six 
troo|^  of  light  dragoons,  for  the  purpose  of  insert- 
ing eieht.  The  expense  of  two  troops  of  dragoons 
would,  he  said,  be  about  the  same  as  a  regiment 
of  infantry,  and  he  thought  more  useful. 

The  motion  was  negatived  without  a  division. 

The  question  recurring  on  the  resolution — 

Mr.  Allen  wished  to  postpone  this  resolution, 
to  take  up  another.  He  had  no  idea  that  men 
could  be  got  at  the  present  pay.  He  wished  gen- 
tlemen to  look  at  the  men  which  the  United 
States  get  for  four  dollars  a  month.  The  wbrid 
does  not  exhibit  so  miserable  a  iookinf  set  of  men 
as  are  now  in  the  Army  of  the  United  Btates.  He 
wished  to  give  such  a  pay  to  our  soldiers  as  should 
bring  into  the  field  the  sons  of  the  substantial  yeo- 
manry of  the  country  and  the  sons  of  mechaniea-^ 
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meD  who  will  not  only  fight  for  moaey,  but  from 
a  love  of  country  ;  at  the  present  pay  these  could 
not  be  got.  He  expected  the  Committee  of  De- 
fence would  have  brought  forward  a  resolution  of 
this  kind  before  this  time. 

The  Chairman  said  the  motion  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Connecticut  could  not  be  received. 

Mr.  Allen  said,  he  should  rote  for  no  increase 
of  the  Army  until  their  pay  was  increased. 

Mr.  Dayton  expressed  his  astonishment  at  the 
language  of  the  eentleman  from  Connecticut,  who 
was  determined  to  vote  against  a  proposition 
which  he  liked,  merely  because  another,  which  it 
seems  he  likes  rather  better,  had  not  been  first 
moved  and  carried.  The  s^entleman  indulged  his 
very  warm  temper  in  making  a  furious  charge 
upon  all  the  members  of  the  committee,  because 
they  had  not  brought  forward  earlier  a  motion  for 
increasing  the  pay  of  the  soldiers,  without  seem-* 
ing  to  recollect  that  it  was  as  much  his  own  busi- 
ness as  that  of  any  other  member,  and  that  if 
there  had  been  any  improper  neglect  or  delay,  he 
was  as  jpQUch  chargeable  with  it  as  any  one.  The 
truth  was,  however,  that  it  would  probably  be 
found  upon  experiment,  immediately  after  the  pre- 
sent question  is  decided,  that  the  House  were  dis- 
posed to  raise  the  pay  of  the  Army,  and  were  con- 
sequently undeservinfi;  of  the  censures  which  that 
gentleman  had  liberally  heaped  upon  them. 

Mr.  D.  trusted,  nevertheless,  that  no  bargain  or 
contract  would  be  made  with  the  member  from 
Connecticut  on  the  occasion,  in  order  to  gain  his 
vote,  for  the  result  of  the  question  was  not  so 
doubtful  as  to  make  it  advisable  to  resort  to  such 
an  expedient  to  carry  the  point.  He  commended 
the  zeal  with  which  the  gentleman  advocated  the 
increase  of  the  soldiers'  pay  at  the  present  crisis, 
and  should  cheerfully  support  the  motion  for  that 
purpose  as  soon  as  it  was  in  order  to  bring  it  for- 
ward for  the  consideration  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Allen  said^  he  did  not  wish  to  make  any 
bargain  on  the  subject ;  but  he  had  proposed  this 
resolution  because  nothing  had  been  said  on  the 
subiect.  If  the  pav  of  the  men  had  been  raised 
at  the  time  the  aaditional  regiment  of  artillery 
had  been  ordered,  the  men  by  this  time  would 
have  been  raised ;  but  this  not  having  been  done, 
all  that  we  have  towards  that  regiment  are  the 
officers. 

Mr.  Harper  was  sorry  the  gentleman  from  Con- 
necticut had  adopted  so  inadmissible  a  mode  of 
bringing  forward  his  proposition.  He  himself 
was  in  favor  of  the  proposition,  and  if  no  other 
person  had  proposed  it,  he  would  himself  have 
done  it  J  but  he  did  not  believe  that  it  had  any 
connexion  with  the  present  motion.  The  gentle- 
man from  Connecticut  had  said  he  wished  those 
men  to  enter  the  service  who  would  do  it  from, 
other  considerations  than  those  of  pay.  He  had 
no  doubt  such  would  be  got ;  and  though  we  have 
not  succeeded  in  recruiting  in  peaceable  times,  we 
have  no  reason  to  conclude  tnat  when  the  time 
shall  come  when  we  must  fight  for  our  independ- 
ence that  multitudes  of  soldiers  will  not  be  got  for 
six  dollars  a  month,  who  will  be  ready  immedi- 
ately to  march,  whenever  they  shall  oe  told  by 


Executive  authority  that  their  service  is  neces- 
sary to  repel  invasion.  With  respect  to  the  new 
reeiment  of  artillery,  it  is  true  that  no  men  are 
enlisted  \  but  it  is  also  true  that  no  attempts  have 
been  made  to  ffet  them.  He  did  not  know  why 
this  had  been  the  case.  He  supposed  there  was 
good  reason  for  it.  When  proper  arrangementa 
are  made,  he  had  no  doubt  the  men  would  soon 
be  enlisted. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  said,  the  Committee  of  Defence 
had  not  had  this  subject  under  consideration.  The 
bill  for  raising  the  additional  regiment  of  artillery 
was  passed  on  the  7th  April,  when  the  House  en- 
tertained very  diiSerent  opinions  with  respect  to 
their  foreign  relations  from  what  are  held  at  pre- 
sent, and  that  was  the  only  time  at  which  the 
question  could  properly  have  been  brought  for- 
ward. 

As  to  the  men  already  in  service,  he  believed 
they  are  very  good  men.  Did  the  gentleman  from 
Connecticut  (who  is  remarkably  tall)  think  no 
man  was  good  for  anything  who  was  less  by  the 
head  than  him  ?  [Order  calied.]  It  was  said  no 
men  had  been  raised  for  the  new  regiment  of  ar- 
tillery. There  was  a  very  good  reason  for  this — 
no  money  was  appropriated  to  pay  them  till  with* 
in  these  few  days.  However,  when  the  gentle- 
man from  Connecticut  comes  to  expense,  he  ought 
to  tread  verv  lightly.  Our  soldiers  are  allowed  a 
number  of  things  not  allowed  to  the  soldiers  of 
other  countries.  They  are  on  a  better  establish- 
ment than  any  other  troops  in  the  world  ;  and  if 
we  allow  too  high  a  pay,  our  finances  will  be  ex- 
hausted too  soon. 

The  question  was  put  on  the  second  of  Mr.  S. 
Smith's  resolutions,  and  carried,  there  being  49 
votes  in  favor  of  it. 

Mr.  Allen  then  proposed  a  resolution  for  aug- 
menting the  pay  of  non  commissioned  officers  and 
privates  to dollars  per  month. 

This  motion  was  agreed  to  without  opposition^ 

The  committee  then  rose,  and  Mr.  Harper  re- 
newed the  motion  for  striking  out  eight  regiments, 
and  insertioff  twelve,  and  caUed  the  yeas  and  naya 
upon  it.  There  were  for  it  40  yeas,  and  against 
it  40  nays,  as  follows : 

YsAfl — Jonathan  Dayton,  John  Allen,  George  Baer, 
jr.,  Bailey  Bartlett,  James  A.  Bayard,  David  Brooki^ 
Demaey  Barges,  Christopher  O.  ChampUn,  Jas.  Codi- 
ran,  William  Craik,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  George  Dent, 
William  Edmond,  Abiel  Fostei-,  Dwight  Foster,  Jona- 
than Freeman,  Heniy  Glen,  Chaunoey  Goodrich,  Wil- 
liam Gordon,  Roger  Griswold,  William  Banry  Grove, 
Robert  Goodloe  Harper,  Thomas  Hartley,  William 
Hmdman,  Hexekiah  L.  Hosmer,  James  H.  Imlay,  John 
Wilkes  Kitteca,  Edward  Livingston,  Samuel  Lyman» 
Harrison  G.  Otis,  Issac  Parker,  John  Rutledge,  ^., 
Samoel  Sewall,  Thomas  Sinnickson,  Samuel  Sitgreavei^ 
Nattianiel  Smith,  Peleg  Spragoe,  George  Thatcher, 
Richard  Thomas,  and  John  E.  Van  Alen. 

Nats— 'Abraham  Baldwin,  David  Baid,  Lemoel 
Benton,  Thomas  Bloant,  Stephen  Bullock,  Thomas 
Claiborne,  William  Charles  Cole  Claiborne,  John  Clop- 
ton,  Jodiua  Coit,  John  Dawson,  Albert  Gallatin,  James 
Gillesine,  Andrew  Gregg,  John  A.  Banna,  Carter  B. 
Harrison,  Jonathan  N.  Havens^  Josspl^  Heister,  JDavil 
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Holmes,  Walter  Jones,  Matthew  Locke,  Matthew  Lyon, 
Nathaniel  Macon,  William  Matthews,  Blair  McClena- 
chan,  Joseph  McDowell,  Anthony  New,  John  Micholas, 
John  Reed,  James  Schureroan,  William  Shepard,  Sam- 
uel Smith,  William  Smith,  Richard  Stanford,  lliomas 
Sumter,  Thomas  Tillinghast,  John  Tiigg,  Philip  Van 
Gortlandt,  Joseph  B.  Vaminn,  Ahrtham  Yenable,  and 
Robert  Williams. 

The  Speaker  declaring  himself  in  the  affirma- 
tive, the  question  was  carried  for  twelve.  The 
resolutions  were  referred  to  a  select  committee  to 
report  a  bill  accordingly. 

PUNISHMENT  OP  CRIME. 

A  bill  was  received  from  the  Senate  in  addition 
to  the  act  fur  the  punishment  of  certain  crimes 
against  the  United  States,  which  was  read  the 
first  time. 

[This  bill  provides,  that  if  any  persons  shall 
unlawfully  combine  or  conspire  together,  with 
intent  to  oppose  any  measure  of  the  Government 
of  the  United  Slates,  or  to  impede  the  operation 
of  any  law,  or  to  intimidate  or  prevent  any  person 
holding  an  office  under  the  Grovernment  from  ex- 
ercising his  trust.  And  if  any  person  shall,  by 
writing,  printing,  or  speaking,  threaten  such  officer 
with  anv  damage  to  his  character,  person,  or  es- 
tate, or  snail  counsel,  advise,  or  attempt  to  procure 
any  insurrection,  riot,  d[,c.,  whether  such  attempt 
shall  have  the  desired  effect,  or  not,  he  shall  be 
deemed  guilty  of  a  high  misdemeanor,  and  pun- 
ished by  a  fine,  on  conviction,  not  exceeding 
$5,000,  and  by  imprisonment  not  less  than  six 
months,  nor  exceedinpr  ^ye  years.  And  if  any 
{lerson  shall,  by  any  libellous  or  scandalous  wri- 
tin|^,  printing,  publishing,  or  speaking,  traduce  or 
d^me  the  Legislature  of  the  United  States,  by 
seditious  or  inflammatory  declarations  or  expres- 
sions, with  intent  to  create  a  belief  in  the  citizens 
thereof,  that  the  said  Legislature  in  enacting  any 
law,  was  induced  thereto  by  motives  hostile  to  the 
Constitution,  or  liberties,  and  happiness  of  the 
people  thereof  -,  or  shall^  in  manner  aforesaid,  tra- 
duce or  defame  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
or  vany  Court,  or  Judse  thereof,  by  declarations 
tending  to  criminate  their  motives  m  any  official 
transaction,  the  persons  so  ofi*ending,  being  con- 
victed, shall  be  punished  by  a  fine  not  exceeding 
^,000.  and  by  imprisonment  not  exceeding  two 
years.] 

Mr.  Otis  moved  that  it  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Harrison  called  for  the  reading  of  the 
amendments  to  the  Constitution. 

The  Speaker  said,  the  only  motion  in  order,  if 
objections  were  made  to  the  second  reading  of 
the  bill,  would  be  to  reject  the  bill. 

Mr.  Livingston  made  that  motion. 

Mr.  Allen. — 1  hope  this  bill  will  not  be  re- 
jected. If  ever  there  was  a  nation  which  required 
a  law  of  this  kind,  it  is  this.  Let  gentlemen  look 
at  certain  papers  printed  in  this  city  and  elsewhere, 
and  ask  themselves  whether  an  unwarrantable  ana 
dangerous  combination  does  not  exist  to  overturn 
and  ruin  the  Government  by  publishing  the  most 
shameless  falsehoods  against  the  Representatives 
of  the  people  of  all  denominations,  that  they  are 


hostile  to  free  Governments  and  genuine  liberty^ 
and  of  course  to  the  welfare  of  this  country ;  that 
they  ought,  therefore,  to  be  displaced,  and  that 
the  people  ought  to  raise  an  insurrection  against 
the  Government. 

In  the  Aurora^  of  the  28th  of  June  last,  we  see 
this  paragraph :  "  It  is  a  curious  fact,  America  is 
making  war  with  France  for  not  treating,  at  the 
very  moment  the  Minister  for  Foreign  Afiairs 
fixes  upon  the  very  day  for  opening  a  negotiation 
with  Mr.  Gerry.  What  think  you  of  this,  Ame- 
ricans 1" 

Such  paragraphs  need  but  little  comment.  The 
public  agents  are  charged  with  crimes,  for  which, 
if  true,  they  ought  to  be  hung.  The  intention 
here  is  to  persuade  th%  people  that  peace  with 
France  is  in  our  power ;  nay,  that  she  is  sincerely 
desirous  of  it,  on  proper  terms,  but  that  we  reject 
her  offers,  and  proceed  to  plunge  our  country  into 
a  destructive  war. 

This  combination  against  our  peace  is  exten- 
sive; it  embraces  characters  whose  stations  de- 
mand a  different  course.  Is  this  House  free  from 
it?  Recollect  what  a  few  days  ago  fell  from  the 
very  gentleman  (Mr.  Livingston,)  who  now  so 
boldly  and  violently  calls  on  us  to  reject  this  bill 
at  the  instant  of  its  coming  before  us,  without 
suffering  it  to  be  read  a  second  time.  The  gen- 
tleman proposed  a  resolution  requesting  the  Presi- 
dent to  instruct  Mr.  Gerry  to  conclude  a  treaty 
with  the  French  Grovernment ;  and  declared  that 
"  he  believed  a  negotiation  might  be  opened,  and 
that  it  was  probable  a  treaty  miffht  be  concluded 
wliich  it  would  be  honorable  to  me  United  States 
to  accept.  He  did  not  wish  to  frustrate  so  happy 
an  event  by  any  punctilio,  because  they  had  re- 
fused to  treat  with  three  Envoys,  but  were  will- 
ing to  treat  with  one."  This  is  in  the  very  spirit 
of  the  malicious  paragraph  I  jjust  now  read.  It 
is  pursuing  the  same  systematic  course  of  operar 
tions.  The  gentleman  also  said  (what  has  not 
been  published,  however,)  that  "the  commission 
of  the  Envoys  being  joint  and  several,  Mr.  Gerry 
had  unquestionably  ample  powers  to  treat  alone.'' 
Here  are  circumstances  of  what  I  call  a  combinor 
tion  against  the  Government^  in  attempts  to  per- 
suade the  people  of  certain  facts,  which  a  major- 
ity of  this  House,  at  least,  and  of  the  people  at 
large,  I  believe,  know  to  be  unfounded.  Who 
can  say  that  Mr.  Gerry  has  power  to  treat  alone, 
or  that  the  French  Government  is  willing  to  treat 
with  him  on  fair  and  honorable  terms?  Gentle- 
men do  not  believe  either,  let  them  say  what  they 
will.  Does  such  a  commission  empower  one  to 
exercise  the  functions  of  the  whole  in  opposition 
to  the  opinions  of  his  colleagues  ?  It  would  pro- 
duce the  most  inextricable  confusion.  The  seve- 
ralty of  the  powers  is  well  known  always  to  be  a 
provision  against  such  accidents  as  may  prevent 
or  disable  a  part  of  the  Commissioners  from  act- 
ing. I  mention  these  things  to  show  what  false 
ideas  gentlemen  endeavor  to  impretFs  the  public 
mind  with  on  this  subject. 

I  will  take  the  liberty  of  reading  to  the  House 
another  paragraph  from  the  same  paper ;  and  it 
comes  from  high  authority.    It  is  published  as  the 
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speech  of  the  same  geDtleman,  (Mr.  Livingston,) 
when  we  were  discussing  the  Alien  |)ill  a  few 
days  since,  and  1  presume  is  correct.  It  is  a  pre- 
cious disclosure  or  the  principles  of  certain  gen- 
tlemen. I  will  read  hut  a  part  of  it :  ^*  If  there  is, 
then,  any  necessity  for  the  system  now  proposed, 
it  is  more  necessary  to  be  enforced  against  our 
own  citizens  than  against  strangers ;  and  I  have 
no  doubt,  that  either  in  this,  or  some  other  shape, 
this  will  be  attempted.  I  now  ask,  sir,  whether 
the  people  of  America  are  prepared  for  this? 
Whether  they  are  willing  to  part  with  all  the 
means  which  the  wisdom  of  their  ancestors  dis- 
covered, and  their  own  caution  so  lately  adopted 
to  secure  their  own  persoi^  ?  Whether  they  are 
ready  to  submit  to  imprisonment,  or  exile,  when- 
ever suspicion,  calumnv,  or  vengeance,  shall  mark, 
them  for  ruin  ?  Are  tliey  base  enoqgh  to  be  pre- 
pared for  this?  No,  sir,  they  will,  I  repeat  it,  they 
will  resist  this  tyrannic,  system !  The  people  will 
oppose,  (he  States  will  not  submit  to  its  operation. 
They  ought  not  to  acquiesce,  and  I  pray  to  Grod 
they  never  may.  My  opinions,  sir,  on  this  subject 
are  explicit,  and  I .  wish  they  may  be  known ; 
they  are,  that  whenever  our  laws  manifestly  in- 
fringe the  Constitution  under  which  they  were 
maae,  the  people  ought  not  to  hesitate  which  they 
shoi^ld  obey.  If  we  exceed  our  powers  we  be- 
come tyrants,  and  our  acts  have  no  effect.  Thus, 
sir,  one  of  the  first  effects  of  measures  such  as 
this,  if  they  be  not  acquiesced  in,  will  be  disaffec- 
tion among  the  States,  and  opposition  among  the 
people  to  your  Government;  tumults,  violations, 
and  a  recurrence  to  first  revolutionary  principles. 
If  they  are  submitted  to,  the  consequences  will  be 
worse.  After  such  manifest  violation  of  the  prin- 
ciples of  our  Constitution,  the  form  will  not  long 
be  sacred.  Presently  every  vesta£[e  of  it  will  be 
lost  and  swallowed  up  in  the  gulf  of  despotism ; 
Init  should  the  evil  proceed  no  further  than  the  exe- 
culion  of  the  present  law,  what  a  fearful  picture 
will  our  country  present.  The  system  of  e«pio- 
fuige  thus  established,  the  country  will  swarm 
with  informers,  snies,  delators,  and  all  that  odious 
reptile  tribe  that  breed  in  the  sunshine  of  despotic 
power ;  that  suck  the  blood  of  the  unfortunate, 
and  creep  into  the  bosom  of  sleeping  innocence, 
only  to  wake  it  with  a  burning  wound.  The 
hours  of  the  most  unsuspecting  confidence,  the 
intimacies  of  friendship,  or  the  recesses  of  domes- 
tic retirement,  afford  no  security.  The  companion 
whom  you  must  trust,  the  friend  in  whom  you 
must  confide,  the  domestic  who  waits  in  your 
chamber,  are  all  tempted  to  betray  your  impru<- 
dence  or  guardless  follies,  to  misrepresent  your 
words,  to  convey  them,  distorted  by  calumny,  to 
the  secret  tribunal  where  jealousy  presides,  wnere 
fear  officiates  as  accuser,  and  suspicion  is  tne  only 
evidence  that  is  heard." 

Sir,  is  this  a  just  picture  ?  The  gentleman  at- 
tempted, in  this  instance,  to  persuade  the  people, 
the  acknowledged  citizens  and  natives  of  this 
country,  that  the  same  principles  which  governed 
us  in  passing  a  law  for  sending  away  aliens  of 
dangerous  and  suspicious  character,  would  lead 
OS  to  adopt  the  same  measures  with  them,  and 


he  declares  it  to  be  more  necessary.  This,  sir, 
was  a  foul  calumny  on  the  good  people  of  the 
United  States,  or  the  gentleman  has  a  more  inti- 
mate acquaintance  with  treason  and  traitors  than 
I  had  been  ever  in  the  habit  of  ascribing  to  him. 
The  gentleman  assumes  the  fact,  and  though  it  is 
expressly  admitted  on  all  hands,  that  a  titizen 
cannot  be  sent  away  in  that  summary  manner,  he 
declares  "  he  has  no  doubt  we  shall  attempt  it  f 
and  then  goes  on  to  alarm  the  people  with  a  por- 
trait of  that  dreadful  state  of  thin^  that  hb  fancy 
has  conjured .  up ;  although  I  will  boldly  say  he 
has,  in  truth,  no  such  apprehension.  "  But  (says 
he)  should  the  evil  proceed  no  further  than  the 
execution  of  the  present  law  (against  dangerous 
aliens)  what  a  fearful  picture  will  our  country 
present;"  and  going  on  with  a  **  fearful'  picture,'' 
indeed,  he  concludes  with  representing  the  poor 
inoffensive  alien  ("  of  dangerous  and  suspiciotis 
character,"  however)  as  bem^  adjudged  in  "  the 
secret  tribunal  where ^'eoZou^  presides,^^  but  where 
the  law  says,  "  the  President  shall  determine." 

But.  sir,  in  the  same  speech  the  people  are  in- 
structed that  opposition  to  the  laws,  that  insurrec- 
tion is  a  duty,  whenever  they  think  we  exceed  our 
Constitutional  powers ;  but,  I  ask  the  gentleman, 
who  shall  determine  that  point  ?  I  thought  the 
Constitution  had  assigned  the  cognizance  of  that 
question  to  the  Courts,  and  so  it  has.  But  the  at- 
tempt here  is  to  evince,  and  the  doctrine  we  know 
is  openly  avowed  by  members  of  this  House,  that 
each  man  has  the  right  of  deciding  for  himself, 
and  that  as  many  as  are  of  opinion  that  the  law 
is  unconstitutional,  have  a  riffht  to  combine  and 
oppose  it  by  force.  The  people  I  venerate ;  they 
are  truly  sovereign ;  but  a  section,  a  part  of  the 
citizens,  a  town,  a  city,  or  a  mob,  I  know  them 
not ;  if  they  oppose  the  laws,  they  are  insurgents 
and  rebels ;  they  are  not  the  people.  The  people 
act  in  their  electionsi)y  displacing  obnoxious  Re- 
presentatives, and  by  the  irresistiUe  force  of  their 
opinions ;  when  the  people  wills,  the  Gh)vemment 
is  convinced  and  obeys.  It  is  too  manifest  to  ad- 
mit of  doubt  or  denial  that  the  intention  and  ten- 
dency of  such  principles,  are  to  produce  divisions, 
tuniults,  violence,  insurrection,  and  blood;  all 
which  are  intended  by  the  fashionable  doctrine  of 
modern  times,  which  the  gentlemen  terms  "  a  re- 
currence to  first  revolutionary  principles,"  from 
which  may  Grod  preserve  us.  Uo  we  want  ano- 
ther revolution  in  this  country  ?  But,  sir,  that  a 
revolution  is  intended,  1  hope  to  convince  you  be- 
fore I  sit  down.  In  the  Aurora,  of  last  Friday, 
we  read  the  following : 

«  The  period  is  now  at  hand  when  it  will  be  a  ques- 
tion difficult  to  determine,  whether  there  is  more  safety 
and  liberty  to  be  enjoyed  at  Constsntinople  or  Phila- 
delphia V'^ 

This,  sir,  is  faithfully  pursuing  the  system  of 
the  gentleman  in  announcing  to  the  poor  deluded 
readers  of  the  factious  prints,  the  rapid  approach 
of  Turkish  slavery  in  this  country.  Who  can 
doubt  (he  existence  of  a  combination  against  the 
real  liberty,  the  real  safety  of  the  United  States  ? 
I  say,  sir.  a  combination,  a  conspiracy  against  the 
Constitution,  the  €k>vemment,  tW  peace  and  safe- 
Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


2097 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


2098 


July,  1798.J 


Punishment  of  Crime. 


[H.  opR. 


ty  of  this  country,  is  formed,  and  is  ia  fbll  opera- 
tion. It  embraces  raejanbers  of  all  classes ;  the 
Representative  of  the  people  on  this  floor,  the  wild 
and  visionary  theorist  in  the  bloody  philosophy  of 
the  day.  the  learned  and  ignorant.  And  the  paper 
from  which  I  have  so  often  read,  with  three  or 
four  others,  furnish  demonstrations  without  num- 
ber of  the  truth  of  the  accusation.  Each  acts  its 
part:  but  all  are  in  perfect  unison.  Permit  me  to 
read  a  paragraph  from  "  The  Time-Piece,"  a  paper 
printed  in  New  York :     • 

"  When  such  a  character  attempts  by  antiquated  and 
exploded  sophistry,  by  Jesnitical  arguments,  to  extin- 
guish the  sentiment  of  liberty,  'tis  fit  the  mask  should 
be  torn  off  from  this  meaner  species  of  aristocracy  than 
history  has  condescended  to  record ;  where  a  person 
without  patriotism,  without  philosophy,  without  a  taste 
ibr  the  fine  arts,  building.his  pretensions  on  a  gross  and 
indigested  compilation  of  statutes  and  precedents,  is 
jostled  into  the  Chief  Magistracy  b^  the  ominous  com- 
Dination  of  old  Tories  with  M  opinions,  and  old  Whigs 
with  new,  'tis  fit  this  mock  Monarch,  with  his  Court, 
eompoeed  of  Tories  and  speculators,  should  pass  in  re- 
view befiore  the  good  sense  of  the  world.  Monarchies 
aie  seen  only  with  indignation  and  concern ;  at  sight  of 
these  terrible  establishments,  fears  accompany  the  exe- 
crations of  mankind ;  but  when  the  chiunpion  of  the 
well-born,  with  his  serene  Court,  is  seen  sohdting  and 
answering  Addresses,  and  pronouncing  anathemas 
against  France,  it  shall  be  my  &ult  if  other  emotions  be 
not  excited ;  if  to  tears  and  execrations  be  not  added  de- 
rision and  contempt." 

Qentlonen  contend  for  the  liberty  of  opinions 
tad  of  Che  press.  Let  me  ask  than  whether  they 
seriously  think  the  liberty  of  the  press  authorizes 
such  publicatioDs  ?  The  President  of  the  United 
States  is  here  called  ''  a  person  without  patriot- 
ism, without  philosophv,  and  a  mock  monarch," 
and  the  free  election  or  the  people  is  pronounced 
'^  a  jostling  him  into  the  Chief  Magistracv  by  the 
onunous  combination  of  old  Tories  with  old  opin- 
ions^sand  old  Whigs  with  new." 

If  this  be  not  a  conspiracy  against  Gh)vernment 
and  people,  I  know  not  what  to  understand  from 
the  ^^  threat  of  tears,  execrations,  derision,  and  con- 
tempt." Because  the  Constitution  guaranties  the 
riffht  of  expressing  our  opinions,  ana  the  freedom 
of  the  press,  am  I  at  liberty  to  falsely  call  you  a 
thief,  a  murderer,  an  atheist  ?  Because  I  have  the 
liberty  of  locomotion,  of  going  where  I  please,  have 
I  a  riffht  to  ride  over  the  footman  in  the  path  ? 
The  freedom  of  the  press  and  opinions  was  never 
understood  to  five  the  ru^ht  of  publishing  false- 
hoods and  slanders,  nor  ofexci  ting  sedition,  insur- 
rection, and  slaughter,  with  impunity.  A  man 
was  always  answerable  for  the  malicious  publi- 
cation of  falsehood ;  and  what  more  does  this  bill 
tequire? 

In  the  Aurora,  of  last  Tuesday,  is  this  para- 
graph : 

**  Where  a  law  shall  have  been  paned  in  violation  of 
ttie  Constitution,  making  it  otiminal  to  expos^  the 
erimea,  the  official  viees  or  abuses,  or  the  attempts  of 
iMn  in  power  to  usurp  a  despotic  autherity,  is  there 
aay  alternative  between  an  abandouMnt  ef  the  Con- 
Landresista&oel" 


The  gentleman  (Mr.  Livingston)  makes  his 
proclamation  of  war  on  the  Government  in  the 
House  od  Monday,  and  this  infamous  printer 
(Bache)  follows  it  up  with  the  tocsin  of  insurrec- 
tion on  Tuesday.  While  this  bill  was  under  con- 
sideration in  the  Senate,  an  attempt  is  made  to 
render  it  odious  among  the  people.  "  Is  there  any 
alternative,"  says  this  printer,  "  between  afn  aban- 
donment of  the  Constitution  and  resistance  T'  He 
declares  what  is  unconstitutional,  and  then  invites 
the  people  to  "resistance."  This  is  an  awful,  hor- 
rible example  of  ^the  liberty  of  opinion  and  free- 
dom of  the  press."  Can  gentlemen  hear  these 
things  and  lie  quietly  on  their  pillows  ?  Are  we 
to  see  all  these  acts  practised  against  the  repose  of 
our  countiy,  and  remain  passive  ?  Are  we  bound 
hand  and  foot  that  we  must  be  witnesses  of  these 
deadly  thrusts  at  our  liberty  ?  Are  we  to  be  the 
unresisting  spectators  of  these  exertions  to  destroy 
all  that  we  hold  dear?  Are  these  approaches  to 
revolution  and  Jacobinic  domination,  to  be  observe 
ed  with  the  eye  of  meek  submission  1  No.  sir. 
they  are  indeed  terrible;  they  are  calculatea 
to  freeze  the  very  blood  in  our  veins!  Such 
liberty  of  the  press  and  of  opinion  is  oalcvlated  to 
destroy  all  confidence  between  man  and  man ;  it 
leads  to  a  dissolution  of  every  bond  of  union ;  it 
cuts  asunder  every  liframent  that  unites  man  to 
his  family,  man  to  his  neighbor,  man  to  society, 
and  to  Government.  ^  God  deliver  us  from  such 
liberty,  the  liberty  of  vomiting  on  the  public  floods 
of  falsehood  and  hatred  to  everything  sacred,  hu- 
man and  divine !  If  any  gentleman  doubts  the 
effects  of  such  a  liberty,  let  me  direct  his  attention 
across  the  water ;  it  has  there  made  slaves  of  thir- 
ty niillions  of  men. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  Revolution  in 
France  those  loud  and  enthusiastic  advocates  for 
liberty  and  equality  took  special  care  to  occupy 
and  command  all  the  presses  in  the  nation ;  they 
well  knew  the  powerful  influence  to  be  obtained 
on  the  public  mind  by  that  engine ;  its  operatioDt 
are  on  the  poor,  the  ignorant,  the  passionate,  and 
the  Yioious ;  over  all  these  classes  of  men  the  free- 
dom of  the  press  shed  its  baneful  effects^  and  they 
all  became  the  tools  of  faction  and  ambition,  and 
the  virtuous,  the  pacific,  and  the  rich,  were  their 
victims.  The  Jacobind  of  our  country,  too,  sir, 
are  determined  to  preserve  in  their  hands,  the 
same  weapon ;  it  is  our  business  to  wrest  it  from 
them.  Hence  this  motion  so  suddenly  made,  and 
so  violentiy  supported  by  the  mover,  to  reject  this 
bill  without  even  suffering  it  to  have  a  second 
reading ;  hence  this  alarm  for  the  safety  of  ^  the 
freedom  of  speech  and  of  the  press." 

There  is  m  this  country  a  description  of  per- 
sons— a  vast  number  of  emigrants  from  a  nation, 
of  an  open,  frank,  and  generous  temper,  high-spi- 
rited and  brave,  containing,  perhaps,  some  of  the 
noblest  characters  of  the  human  race.  Coming, 
as  these  people  do,  from  a  country  where  they 
believe,  at  kaist,  that  a  great  degree  of  tyranny, 
individual  as  well  as  Governmental,  exists,  aira 
where  the  passicms  of  men  are  violentiy  agitated ; 
and  coming  to  a  country  where  virtue,  morality, 
and  good  government,  with  great  humanity  exist, 
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to  seek  an  asylum  for  theoiselves  and  their  poste- 
rity, hear  how  these  vile  assassins  of  our  country's 
peace  address  them.  It  is  directed,  ^'  to  Irish  emi- 
grants, and  particularly  to  that  class  denominated 
aliens." 

**  An  alien  bill  is  on  its  passage.  The  proTinons  of 
thiB  bill  are  apparently  general,  but  they  will  bear  parti- 
cularly hard  on  yon.  By  this  law  the  President  of  the 
United  States  is  vested  with  a  discretionary  power  of 
seizing  on,  confining  or  transporting  your  persons  be- 
yond the  territories  of  the  United  States,  and,  if  I  mis- 
take not,  if  your  pursee  will  admit  of  it,  you  will  be 
obliged  to  defiray  ail  the  expenses  of  your  seizure  and 
transportation.  This  is  a  new  species  of  smart-money. 
By  this  law  your  personal  liberty  is  subject  to  the  ca- 

Srice  of  an  individual,  and  this,  in  turn,  will  very  much 
epend  on  the  system  of  espionage  which  will  be  unre- 
mittingly pursued  by  those  heroes  of  despotism,  the  old 
Tories.  As  many  of  you  are  not  acquainted  with  the 
meaning  of  the  word  **  alien,"  I  will  give  you  a  defini- 
tion of  it,  together  with  an  enumeration  of  the  disabili- 
ties to  which  an  alien  is  subject  An  alien,  then,  is 
one  that  is  bom  out  of  the  dominion  of  the  United 
States.  His  property  is  taxed  towards  the  support  of 
Government)  although  he  is  not  entitled  to  vote  for  the 
Representative  who  is  to  tax  him,  consequently  his 
money  is  taken  firom  him  without  hb  consent.  During 
your  residence  in  the  United  States  you  are  subject  to 
the  laws,  although,  by  the  alien  bill,  you  are  expressly 
'  deprived  of  the  l^nefits  of  them.  Is  not  this  bill  an  in- 
firaction  of  the  treaty  between  England  and  this  coun- 
try ?  A  bill  has  passed  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  raising  a  provisional  army  of  ten  thousand  men. 
It  is  generally  understood  that  aliens  will  be  most 
graciously  permitted  to  enlist  and  shed  their  blood 
in  the  defence  of  the  rights  and  property  of  others. 
What !  fight  in  defence  of  others,  in  defence  of  th^  very 
men  who  have  disabled  you  from  becoming  even  politi- 
oal  hewers  of  wood  and  drawers  of  water !  If  the  drill- 
seijeants  should  apply  to  you  to  enlist  and  to  become 
Alexanders,  at  a  few  dollars  per  month,  remind  them  of 
your  situation,  and  refer  them  to  those  who  have  an  in- 
terest in  the  soil,  who  have  rights  and  property  to  de- 
Smd.  Let  those  compose  the  army  of  defence.  Ask 
the  recruiting  officer,  if  it  be  reasonable  to  expect  that 
you  should  fight  in  defence  of  a  country  which  has  so 
unjustly  and  ungratefully  proscribed  you  T' 

Thus,  sir,  under  the  hypocritical  pretence  of 
warning  these  honest  men  of  a  supposed  danger, 
professing,  in  their  benevolence,  (excellent  crea- 
tures !)  to  instruct  the  ignorant  and  to  guide  the 
blind,  they  mislead  them,  and  inflame  their  pas- 
sions against  our  Government  and  against  our 
country.  Taking  advantage  of  their  belief  that 
the  French  are  seeking  the  relief  of  their  coun- 
trymen in  Ireland,  they  endeavor  to  persuade 
them  that  they  ought  not  to  defend  this  country 
Bjgainst  invasion.  The  intention  is  to  prepare 
them,  these  honest  Irishmen,  not  only  not  to  de- 
fend this  country,  but  to  join  our  enemy :  nothing 
is  more  true,  in  such  a  caie,  than  the  Scripture 
declaration :  "  he  that  is  not  with  us  is  against  us." 
The  intention  is  to  swell  the  ranks  of  our  foes 
with  these  brave  fellows,  the  moment  they  make 
their  appearance.  We  are  represented  as  hostile 
to  ^em.  of  coarse  they  will  become  hostile  to  us; 
and  can  we  make  no  laws  to  prevent  such  effects? 
The  idea  is  ridicoloos.    If  we  have  not  this  pow- 


er, away  with  such  a  Grovernment,  it  is  not  worth 
preserving ;  it  cannot  stand ;  it  contains  the  seeds 
of  a  switt  and  sudden  dissolution.  This  paper 
(the  Aurora)  is  the  great  engine  of  all  these  trea- 
sonable combinations,  and  must  be  strongly  sup- 
ported, or  it  would  have  fallen  long  ago. 

Mr.  W.  Claiborne  interrupted  Mr.  A.,  and 
asked  him  whether  he  did  not  subscribe  for  it,  and 
so  become  one  of  its  supporters? 

I  do,  said  Mr.  A.  I  take  it  under  the  rule  of 
this  House  at  the  publi<^expense ;  I  take  it  for  the 
purpose  of  seeing  what  abominable  things  can  is- 
sue from  a  genuine  Jacobinic  press ;  but  this  is 
not  supporting  it  with  my  name  and  influence ; 
this  is  not  givme  it  the  authority  of  my  opinions ; 
I  do  not  walk  the  streets  arm-iu-arm,  I  nold  no 
midnight  conference^  I  am  not  daily  and  nightly 
closeted  with  its  editor.  I  say,  sir,  this  paper  must 
necessarily,  in  the  nature  of  things,  be  supported 
by  a  powerful  party  ;  I  do  not  say  of  whom  that 
party  is  composed.  The  anonymous  pieces  and 
paragraphs  it  contains,  evince  the  talents  and  in- 
dustry employed  to  give  it  currency;  and  it  is 
perfectly  well  understood,  by  all  parties  and  per- 
sons^ to  contain  the  opinions  of  certain  great  men, 
and  certain  gentlemen  in  this  House.  This  in- 
flammatory address  to  the  Irishmen,  is,  therefore, 
understood  by  them  to  come  clothed  with  high 
authority.  This  is  the  work  of  a  party  ;  this  pa- 
per is  devoted  to  party ;  it  is  assiduously  dissemi- 
nated through  the  country  by  a  party;  to  that 
party  is  all  the  credit  due ;  to  that  party  it  owes 
its  existence;  if  they  loved  the  peace  of  our  Zion. 
if  they  sought  the  repose  of  our  country,  it  wouia 
cease  to  emit  its  filth ;  it  has  flourished  by  their 
smiles ;  it  would  perish  at  their  frowns. 

I  wish  there  were  no  other  species  of  writing 
which  aim  at  the  overthrow  of  this  Government, 
and  calculated  to  excite  the  deeds  of  death.  But, 
sir,  members  of  this  body  are  in  the  habit  of  writ- 
ing to  their  constituents  things  which  they  can- 
not justify  ;  or  there  are  men  wicked  enough  to 
forge  such  letters,  and  send  them  in  their  names, 
either  of  which  I  contend,  is  highly  evidential  of 
those  treasonable  combinations  and  calumnies 
which  this  law  is  intended  to  prevent  or  punish ; 
but  I  hope,  for  the  honor  of  human  nature  and  of 
our  country,  they  are  foreigners.  The  cominit- 
tee  will  pardon  me  for  reading  a  part  of  one  which 
appeared  in  the  Aurora  a  few  days  ago.  It  is  en- 
titled, 

"  Interesting  letter  from  a  Member  of  Congress 
from  Virginia  to  his  constituents." 

After  many  comparisons  of  our  Government 
with  that  of  England,  the  learned  writer  says : 

''Nor  are  we  left  altogether  to  conjectural  even^, 
arising  out  of  a  comr^irison  of  the  general  structure  of 
the  Government  of  England  with  that  of  the  United 
States ;  there  are  special  fiicts  in  our  own  affidrs  that 
evidently  imply  a  tendency  to  similar  abuses  in  the 
conduct  of  our  Government. 

**  The  public  debt  has  been  studiously  augmented 
and  funded,  according  to  the  mysteiy  and  intricacy  of 
BngUsh  finances ;  we  have  been  annually  familiainsd 
to  the  system  of  loans  and  funds ;  and  we  have  a  bank 
connected  with  Government  in  its  ^ei)ig  and  inits 

5te 


Digitized  by  LjOOQI 


2101 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


2102 


JdLy,  1798.] 


Pumahment  of  Crime, 


[H.opR. 


actioDB.  The  nature  of  these  inidtutions,  and  their 
political  eflbcts,  already  discemable  in  this  country,  and 
brought  to  full  form  and  maturity  in, England,  plainly 
prove  their  great  fitness  and  agency  in  producing  a 
dangerous  preponderance  of  Executive  power;  the 
Executive  is  reg^ularly  supported  by  a  party  in  both 
Houses  of  Congress  on  every  questionable  case  respect- 
ing its  powers  or  its  projects  for  expense,"  dec 

A  Representative  of  the  people  has  committed 
to  him  a  trust  of  the  highest  nature ;  his  obliga- 
tions are  of  the  most  solemn  kind;  an  awful  re- 
sponsibility rests  upon  him  to  deal  with  his  con- 
stituents in  the  sincerity  of  his  heart.  How  could 
a  member  of  this  House  seriously  inform  his  con- 
stituents that  "  the  public  debt  has  been  studious- 
ly auffm^nted  ?"  He  knew  the  reverse  to  be  true ; 
how  he  could  say  anything  else  this  letter  con- 
tains I  cannot  imagine.  His  object  must  be  to 
inflame  his  constituents  against  the  Grovernment, 
though  at  the  expense  of  all  truth.  But  sir,  we 
do  know  that  very  many  of  such  letters  have  been 
sent  into  a  particular  quarter  of  the  Union  ;  and 
we  cannot  be  surprised  at  the  opinions  there  en- 
tertained of  the  Government  and  its  administration. 
Gentlemen,  by  such  measures,  are  planting  thorns 
under  their  dyin^  pillows.  If  this  country  is 
brought  into  a  civil  war,  of  which  there  is  too 
much  danger,  let  gentlemen  lay  it  well  to  heart ; 
I  beseech  them  now  to  inquire  with  themselves, 
what  they  have  done  by  such  letters  to  contribute 
to  that  calamitous  event  ? 

If  these  things  are  true ;  if  we  have  so  betrayed 
the  interests  of  our  constituents;  if  we  are  so 
seeking  to  brine  a  despotism  on  this  country,  we 
oufi^ht  to  be  hurled  from  our  seats,  and  give  place 
to  better  men  ;  we  ouffht  to  be  hurled  to  that  pun- 
ishment which  would  most  justly  await  us.  No 
fi^ntleman  believes  them,  however;  no  gentleman 
believes  that  every  sense  of  moral  obligation  is 
set  at  naught  in  this  House,  and  that  we  forget 
all  that  we  owe  to  our  constituents.  Such  repre- 
sentations are  outrages  on  the  national  author- 
ity, which  ought  not  to  be  suffered ;  and  I  have 
no  doubt  that  Congress  have  power  to  remedy 
the  evil.  If  it  be  determined  that  we  have  not 
this  power,  the  people  will  certainly  vest  it  in  the 
Congress,  for  no  Government  can  exist  without 
it ;  it  is  inherent  in  every  Government,  because 
it  is  necessary  to  its  preservation. 

As  to  the  details  of  the  bill,  the  forms  of  the 
House  do  not  admit  of  discussing  them ;  I  will 
not  pledge  mvself  to  vote  for  them  as  they  stand  ; 
I  am  inclined  to  think  they  require  amendments ; 
but  the  gentleman  (Mr.  Livingston)  and  his 
friends  seem  disposed  to  prevent  our  going  farther 
with  this  bill ;  they  are  not  willing  we  should 
look  into  the  details,  correct  them,  and  render 
them  unobjectionable ;  no,  they  say,  reject  it  at 
once  without  discussion.  Sir.  I  hope  we  shall  go 
into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  sincerely  set 
ourselves  at  work  to  make  it  what  it  ought  to  ^. 
if,  it  is  not  so  now. 

Mr.  Harper  said,  if,  in  voting  against  the  re- 
jection of  this  bill,  nis  vote  shomd  be  considered 
as  giving  his  assent  to  all  its  provisions,  it  would 
be  misunderstood.    He  thought  it  right  and  ne- 


cessary to  make  a  law  on  the  subject ;  but  not 
exactly  such  a  law  as  the  present,  his  particular 
objections  to  which  he  should  make  known  when 
the  subject  was  fully  before  him.  He  should  vote 
against  a  rejection  of  the  bill,  because  to  vote  for 
it,  would  be  to  declare  that  no  law  ought  to  be 
passed  to  restrict  seditious  writing  and  speaking, 
which  was  not  his  opinion. 

He  had  often  heard  in  this  place,  and  elsewhere, 
harangues  on  the  liberty  of  the  press,  as  if  it 
were  to  swallow  up  all  other  liberties ;  as  if  all 
law  and  reason,  and  every  right,  human  and  di- 
vine, was  to  fall  prostrate  before  the  liberty  of 
the  Press ;  whereas,  the  true  meaning  of  it  is  no 
more  than  that  a  man  shall  be  at  liberty  to  print 
what  he  pleases,  provided  he  do^s  not  offend 
against  the  laws,  and  not  that  no  law  shall  be 
passed  to  regulate  this  liberty  of  the  press.  He 
admitted  that  a  law  which  should  say  a  man  shall 
not  slander  his  neighbor  would  be  unnecessary ; 
but  it  is  perfectly  within  the  Constitution  to  say, 
that  a  man  shall  not  do  this,  or  the  other,  whicn 
shall  be  injurious  to  the  well  being  of  society ;  in 
the  same  way  that  Congress  had  a  rkrbt  to  make 
laws  to  restrain  the  personal  liberty  ofman,  when 
that  liberty  is  abused  by  acts  of  violence  on  his 
neighbor. 

He  remembered  a  very  respectable  authority  in 
this  country  (Dr.  Franklin)  had  said,  in  an  es- 
say of  his,  called  "  the  Court  of  the  Press,"  that 
the  liberty  of  the  press  could  never  be  suffered  to 
exist  without  the  liberty  of  the  cudgel ;  meaning 
no  doubt  to  say,  that  as  the  use  of  the  latter  must 
be  restrained,  so  must  also  the  former,  or  else  hu- 
man life  would  be  deplorable.  Nor  would  the 
rational  liberty  of  the  press  be  restricted  by  a 
well  defined  law,  provided  persons  have  a  fair 
trial  by  jury ;  but  that  liberty  of  the  press  which 
those  who  desire,  who  wish  to  overturn  society, 
and  trample  upon  everything  not  their  own,  oujght 
not  to  be  allowed,  either  in  speaking  or  writing, 
in  any  country. 

Mr.  H.  knew  the  liberty  of  the  press  had  been 
carried  to  a  very  considerable  extent  in  thw  coun- 
try. He  had  frequently  seen  private  character 
vilely  calumniated  ;  he  had  himself  conie  in  for 
a  share  of  abuse,  but  he  had  always  despised  the 
base  calumniators,  believing  that  a  man's  propri- 
ety of  conduct  would  always  be  sufficient  to 
thiield  him  against  these  slanders.  When  he  saw 
the  President  of  the  United  States  and  the  (Gov- 
ernment of  the  Union  defamed,  he  still  despised 
them,  and  he  believed  also  that  the  people  were 
not  affected  by  them,  because  he  saw  they  did  not 
rise  in  insurrection  against  the  Grovernment ;  and 
if  they  had  not  believed  that  all  the  things  which 
were  said  respecting  the  Gk)vernment  were  vile 
falsehoods,  he  should  have  thought  the  people  the 
most  wretched  fools,  had  they  not  risen  against  it. 

Whilst  this  abuse  was  confined  to  certain  news- 
papers in  the  United  States,  it  excited  in  him, 
therefore,  no  alarm ;  but,  when  he  heard  a  gentle- 
man on  the  floor  of  this  House,  whose  character 
and  connexions  gave  him  weight  with  the  peo- 
ple, pronouncing  an  invective  against  the  Cjoy- 
emment,  and  calling  upon  the  people  to  rise 
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against  the  law,  the  business  put  on  a  very  seri- 
ous appearance;  he  thought  so,  not  because  he 
should  wish  to  have  that  gentleman  muzzled  (for 
he  knew  he  had  the  liberty  of  uttering  as  much 
treason  as  he  pleased,  and  that  if  his  own  sense  of 
propriety  and  decorum  was  not  sufficient  to  check 
him,  there  was  no  other  check  upon  him^  but  be- 
cause this  speech  may  have  a  very  different  ef- 
fect from  the  filthy  streams  of  certain  newspapers ; 
it  may  gain  a  credit  with  the  community,  and 
produce  consequences  which  all  former  abuse  has 
failed  to  do.  It  is  time,  therefore,  for  the  Gov- 
ernment to  take  alarm  ;  the  long  forbearaqce 
which  it  has  shpwn  ought  to  come  to  an  end, 
since  all  its  acts  are  represented  in  the  vilest  and 
foulest  colors ;  and  now  they  are  sanctioned  by 
the  assertions  of  a  person  high  in  respectability, 
(he  meant  as  to  his  situation  in  life,  j  and  a  law 
ought  to  pass  to  prevent  such  invitations  as  had 
been  given  to  the  people  from  producing  their  in- 
tended effects.  It  was  for  this  reason  that  he 
wished  a  law  to  pass  to  punish  treasonable  and 
seditious  writings. 

But  the  evil  was  not  confined  to  speeches  in  this 
House.  He  had  once  before  called  the  attention 
of  the  House  to  a  letter  of  a  member  of  this 
House,  and  calculated  to  excite  those  insurrec- 
tions, which  had  heretofore  been  excited  by  other 
means.  He  had  lately  seen  another,  under  a  sig- 
nature which  he  knew.  In  this  letter  the  most 
rile  coloring  is  g^ven  to  measures,  and  the  most 
^abominable  motives  are  imputed  to  members, 
contrary  to  what  the  writer  knew  to  be  the  truth 
at  the  time.  When  the  signatures  of  members 
are  thus  affixed  to  the  most  abominable  falsehoods, 
what  effect  may  they  not  produce?  It  was  well 
known  that  other  countries  had  been  turned  up- 
side down  by  such  vile  practices.  Governments 
had  been  compelled  to  become  tyrannical,  in  order 
to  prevent  the  most  deplorable  calamities.  And 
why  1  Because  the  seditious  spirit  which  appear- 
ed in  respectable  quarters,  was  too  long  aisre- 
^rded.  If  energetic  laws  had  been  passed  in 
time,  those  deplorable  effects  would  not  have  fol- 
lowed. He  trusted  they  would  not  take  place 
here.  He  hoped  the  most  daring  attempts  to  sow 
discontent  among  the  people  will  now  prove  as 
ineffectual  as  they  have  heretofore  done.  He 
trusted  the  good  sense  and  patriotism  of  the  peo- 
ple would  be  their  shield.  He  believed  this,  but 
he  did  not  know  it  would  be  the  case^  and  lest  it 
should  not,  he  wished  a  bill  of  this  kind  to  pass. 
Mr.  Nicholas  was  sorry  this  motion  had  been 
made,  because  it  prevents  members  from  going 
into  the  modification  of  the  bill,  which  he  was 
convinced  would  completely  exemplify  the  folly 
of  the  principle;  but  until  gentlemen  saw  what 
form  the  bill  was  finally  to  take,  it  was  impossi- 
ble to  speak  with  precision  on  its  merits ;  because 
if  the  declarations  of  the  gentlemen  from  Con- 
necticut and  South  Carolina  were  attended  to,  it 
would  be  found  they  are  most  afraid  of  the 
speeches  and  letters  or  gentlemen  in  this  House. 
They  acknowledge,  however,  they  cannot  pre- 
vent members  from  speaking  what  they  please 
here.    What,  then,  is  their  aim?    Do  they  mean 


to  prevent  the  publication  of  their  sentiments  to 
their  constituents  and  to  the  world  1  If  this  was 
not  their  intention  he  could  not  tell  what  it  wtia  ^ 

There  was  one  general  view  of  this  subject, 
which  Mr.  N.  took  to  be  the  most  momentous 
that  this  country  ever  saw.  He  was  ready  to  go 
with  gentlemen  into  measures  for  affording  a  lib- 
eral support  to  the  war,  which  it  appears  must  be 
gone  into ;  but  he  was  not  ready  to  create  a  do- 
mestic  tyranny.  The  people  of  this  country  are 
competent  judges  of  their  own  interests,  and  he 
was  desirous  that  the  press  should  remain  per- 
fectly free  to  give  them  every  information  rela- 
tive to  them ;  and  to  restrict  it,  would  be  to  cre- 
ate a  suspicion  that  there  is  something  in  our 
measures  which  ought  to  be  kept  from  the  li^ht. 
It  was  striking  at  the  root  of  free  republican 
Government,  to  restrict  the  use  of  speaking  and 
writing.  He  wished,  however,  to  see  the  bill  put 
into  such  a  shape  as  the  friends  of  it  themselves 
might  approve. 

Mr.  Livingston  said,  after  receiving  the  chas- 
tisement of  the  gentleman  from  Connecticut  on 
one  cheek,  he,  like  a  good  Christian,  had  turned 
the  other  to  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina, 
and  received  the  stripes  of  both.  He  expressed 
his  acknowledgments  to  these  gentlemen^  how- 
ever, if  not  for  their  chastisement,  for  the  insight 
which  they  have  ^iven  the  House  into  this  bill. 
They  have  said,  its  design  is  not  only  to  restrict 
the  liberty  of  the  press,  which  is  secured  by  the 
Constitution,  but  the  liberty  of  speech  on  this 
floor.  The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  did 
not  say  explicitly  that  he  wished  this ;  but  he  said 
he  was  regardless  of  what  was  said  in  the  public 
papers,  either  of  private  or  personal  slander,  or  of 
a  slander  on  the  Qovemment,  until  he  heard  a 
certain  speech  delivered  in  this  House ;  and  though 
he  said  he  did  not  intend  to  restrict  the  liberty  of 
speech  in  this  House,  he  must  have  had  something 
or  the  kind  in  view.  [Mr.  Harper  said  it  was 
not  his  intention  to  restrict  the  freedom  of  speech 
on  that  floor,  but  the  consequences  of  it  out  of 
doors.]  Then,  said  Mr.  L.,  he  will  either  restrict 
the  members  from  speaking,  or,  in  some  way,  pre- 
vent the  people  from  knowing  what  has  iKBe'n 
said.  How  is  this  to  be  done?  By  shackling 
newspapers,  and  preventing  that  free  communi- 
cation of  sentiment  which  has  heretofore  been 
expressed  on  public  topics. 

The  gentleman  from  Connecticut  had  been 
pleased  to  read  a  quotation  from  some  observations 
which  he  had  made  on  a  former  occasion,  which 
that  ^ntleman  thought  highly  blameable.  Mr. 
L.  said  what  he  had  read,  he  avowed  to  be  his 
sentiments.  He  avowed  them  with  pride,  and  he 
trusted  he  should  always  avow  them  witn  pride. 
Nor  could  he  see  how  acts  made  contrary  to  the 
Constitution  could  be  binding  upon  the  people ;  un- 
less gentlemen  say  Congress  may  act  in  contraven- 
tion to  the  Constitution.  [Mr.  Otis  asked  who 
-were  to  be  the  judges  ?]  Mr.  L.  answered,  the 
people  of  the  United  States.  We,  said  he,  are 
their  servants,  when  we  exceed  our  powers,  we 
become  their  tyrants  ! 

This  is  one  object  of  complaint ;  the  other  is 
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against  newspaper  publications.  The  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina  has  said,  that  provided-  the 
law  is  clear  and  well  defined,  and  the  trial  by  jury 
is  preserved,  he  knew  of  no  law  which  could  in- 
fringe the  liberty  of  the  press.  If  this  be  .true, 
Congress  might  restrict  all  printing  at  once.  We 
have,  said  he.  nothing  to  do  but  to  make  the  law 
precise,  and  tnen  we  may  forbid  a  newspaper  ty 
be  printed,  and  make  it  death  for  any  man  to  at- 
tempt it ! 

It  this  be  the  extent  to  which  this  bill  goes,  it 
is  not  only  an  abridgment  of  the  libertv  of  the 
press,  which  the  Constitution  has  said  shall  not  be 
abridged ;  but  it  is  a  total  annihilation  of  the  press. 
Were  he  then  to  withdraw  his  motion,  he  snould 
consider  himself  guilty  of  treason ;  bv  his  consent, 
so  unconstitutional  a-measure  should  not  progress 
an  inch.  However  unsuccessful  he  might  t^,  he 
would  oppose  it  in  every  stage. 

Mr.  Otis  supposed  the  opposition  to  this  bill 
arose  chiefly  from  prejudice,  as  gentlemen,  could 
not  be  so  well  acquainted  witn  the  bill  from  hear- 
ing it  once  read,  as  to  say  th^re  are  no  parts  of  it 
which  ought  to  become  law.  He  had  not  nicely 
ezaminad  the  merits  of  this  bill,  but  he  heard  that 
it  contained  several  important  provisions,  and  he 
should  certainly  be  opposed  to  a  rejection  of  it 
without  a  peruaed.  To  vote  for  such  a  motion, 
would  be  to  say,  we  will  not  examine  the  bill ; 
and  yet  he  believed  there  was  nothing  in  it  con- 
trary to  the  common  law  of  the  several  States  of 
the  Union. 

Mr.  Macon  had  no  doubt  on  his  mind  that  this 
bill  was  in  direct  opposition  to  the  Constitution ; 
and  that  if  a  law  like  this  was  passed,  to  abridge 
the  liberty  of  the  press,  Congress  would  have  the 
same  ri^ht  to  pass  a  law  making  an  establishment 
of  religion,  or  to  prohibit  its  free  exercise,  as  all 
are  contained  in  the  same  clause  of  the  Constitu- 
tion ;  and,  if  it  be  violated  in  one  respect,  it  may 
as  well  be  violated  in  others.  Several  laws  had 
been  passed  which  he  thought  violated  the  spirit, 
but  aone  before  this  which  directly  violated  the 
letter  of  the  Constitution ;  and,  if  this  bill  was 
passed,  he  should  hardly  think  it  worth  while  in 
future  to  allege  against  any  measure  that  it  is  in 
direct  contradiction  to  the  Constitution. 

Laws  of  restraint,  like  this,  Mr.  M.  said,  always 
operate  in  a  contrary  direction  from  that  which 
they  were  intended  to  take.  The  people  suspect 
something  is  not  right,  when  free  discussion  is 
feared  by  €k)vernment.  They  know  that  truth  is 
not  afraid  of  investi^tion. 

If,  said  Mr.  M.,  the  people  are  so  dissatisfied  with 
Government  as  some  gentlemen  would  have  it 
believed,  but  which  he  did  not  credit,  by  passing  a 
law  like  the  present  you  will  force  them  to  com- 
bine together ;  they  will  establish  ccuresponding 
societies  throughout  the  Union,  and  communica- 
tions will  be  made  in  secret,  instead  of  publicly,  as 
had  been  the  case  in  other  countries.  He  believed 
the  people  miffht  be  as  safely  trusted  with  ijree 
discussion,  as  they  whom  they  have  chosen  to  do 
their  business. 

It  was  a  most  extraordinary  thing,  Mr  M.  said, 
that,  at  a  time  like  this,  when  some  genlkmen 


say  we  are  at  war,  and  when  all  believe  we 
must  have  war,  that  Congress  are  about  to  pass  a 
law  which  will  produce  more  uneasiness,  more  ir- 
ritation, than  any  act  which  ever  passed  the  Le^ 
gislature  of  the  Union. 

No  gentleman,  in  support  of  the  bill,  has  gone 
into  the  Constitutional  question  \  no  one  has  showB 
what  part  of  the  Constitution  will  authorize  the 
passage  of  a  law  like  this.  He  believed  none  such 
could  be  adduced. 

*  The  gentleman  from  Massachnsets  (Mr.  Oris) 
has  said,  this  bill  is  conformable  to-  the  common 
law.  He  knew  pers6n8  might  be  prosecuted  for  t 
libel  under  the  Stat^  €k)vernment8 ;  but  if  this 
power  exist  in  full  force  at  present,  what  necessity 
can  there  be\for  this  bill  ? 

The  gentleman  from  Connecticut  had  read  from 
a  newspaper  a  paragr{iph  which  said, "  that  the 
Federalists  are  seeking  to  destroy  the  lioerty  of  the 
press;"  but  if  this  bill  pass,  he  would  venture  to  say. 
that  where  that  is  heard  once  now,  it  will  be  heard 
a  hundred  times  then.  *  The  idea  of  abridging  the 
liberty  of  the  press  would  be  so  abhorrent  to  the 
feelings  of  the  people  of  this  country^  that  he  could 
not  say  what  would  be  the  effect  ot  it.  This  sub- 
ject had  been  so  well  handled  by  our  Envoys  in 
their  reply  to  Mr.  TaUeyrand,  tnat  he  wondered 
an  attempt  of  this  kind  should  have  been  made. 
Nothing  which  he  could  say  would  be  half  so  well 
said  as  were  their  observations  on  this  subject 
They  met  with  his  entire  approbation. 

Much  had  been  said  about  a  certain  paper  print- 
ed in  this  city.  He  believed  if  anything  appeared 
which  was  unfounded  in  that  paj^r,  it  would  al- 
ways be  contradicted  in  another,  it  is  well  known 
there  are  papers  on  both  sides  the  question,  and  if 
you  say  you  have  read  one ;  you  are  generally 
asked  it  you  have  seen  the  other  1  Without  saying 
anything  in  praise  of  any  paper,  he  thought  tnere 
were  at  least  as  many  lies  in  two  other  papers,  as 
there  ever  were  in  the  one  which  had  been  aluid* 
ed  to. 

Mr.  M.  regretted  that  when  Congress  is  about 
to  rise,  they  should  have  had  a  subject  of  this  kind 
brought  before  them.  Wheh  we  are  about  to 
chajQge  our  state  from  peace  to  war,  a  discussioa 
which  was  calculated  to  excite  the  irritation  whiek 
this  could  not  faSi  to  produce,  would  add  nothing 
to  our  strength,  and  he  could  himself  see  noneces* 
sity  for  it,  provided  there  was  no  objection  against 
it  on  Constitutional  ground. 

Whenever  we  went  over  the  wattt  for  prece- 
dents, Mr.  M.  said,  we  reason  from  a  people  in  a  very 
different  situation  from  that  of  Americans.  The 
people  of  this  country,  almost  to  a  man,(mderstaii4 
the  nature  both  of  the  State  and  Federal  Qovem- 
ments,  which  could  not  be  said  of  the  great  bulk 
of  the  people  in  Europe,  who  do  not  trouble  them- 
selves about  the  concerns  of  Qovemment.  The 
people  here  i^l,  therefore,  much  sooner  discern 
and  repel  any  encroachments  upon  their  liberty, 
of  which  they,  as  freemen,  ought  to  be  extremely 
jealous. 

Mr.  McDowell  was  in  hopes  that  when  the 
third  article  of  the  amendments  to  the  Constitu- 
tion had  been  read,  that  the  uneons^nlimudihr  of 
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this  bill  would  have  been  so  evident,  that  it  would 
have  been  rejected  without  debate. 

Mr.  McD.  was  sorry  that  the  gentleman  from 
Connecticut  should  have  thought  it  necessary  to 
have  taken  up  so  much  of  the  time  of  the  House 
by  reading  paragraphs  from  newspapapers.  which 
everybody  had  seen ;  but  it  might  have  been  ex- 
pected after  the  gentleman  had  taken  so  much 
pains  to  villify  and  abuse  the  printer  of  one  of  the 
papers  of  this  ?it^,  a  citizen  of  respectable  char-^ 
acter  and  connexions,  that  he  should  have  taken 
at  least  some  notice  of  another,  called  the  British 
printer,  who  boasts  of  bein^  a  subject  of  King 
George,  and  who  is  generally  supposed  to  be  in 
the  pay  of  the  British  Minister — whose  paper  con- 
tains more  libels  and  lies  than  any  other  in  the 
United  States,  and  who  notwithstanding  is  coun- 
tenanced by  characters  whom  he  was  sorry  to  see 
havean]^  connexion  with  such  a  man ;  whose  con- 
stant daily  business  it  is  to  abuse,  and  render  ridi- 
culous, every  member  of  our  Government  who 
does  not  in  everything  fall  in  with  British  views. 

As  to  what  had  been  said  with  respect  to  the 
circular  and  other  letters  of  members  which  have 
been  published,  he  had  seen  some  of  them  and 
heard  of  others.  It  was  not  anything  which  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina  could  say,  which 
would  prevent  him  from  speaking  and  writing  his 
sentiments  freely.  The  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  said  he  had  seen  a  letter  in  the  papers 
the  signature  of  which  he  knew.  He  should  be 
^d  to  know  where  he  saw  the  signature  to  know 
It  ?  He  had  seen  a  letter  in  Fenno's  paper,  signed 
McDowellj  followed  by  some  violent  strictures  on 
the  letter,  and  on  the  author.  The  letter  he  owned 
to  be  his,  but  the  insinuations  contained  in  the  ob- 
servations upon  it  were  as  false  as  they  were  ma- 
licious. 

Mr.  Harper  said,  he  knew  the  gentleman  wrote 
the  letter  in  question ;  but  he  would  assure  him 
he  did  not  see  it  under  seal,  nor  did  he  break  the 
seal,  or  write  the  strictures  upon  it. 

Mr.  Gallatin  wished  that  the  bill  had  been 
committed  before  any  debate  had  taken  place,  as, 
in  its  present  stage,  any  observations  on  details 
susceptible  of  amendment  would  be  out  of  order ; 
and  he  must  now  confine  himself  to  the  general 

anestion  "  Does  the  situation  of  the  country,  at 
lis  time,  require  that  any  law  of  this  kind  should 
pass  ?  Do  there  exist  such  new  and  alarming 
symptoms  of  sedition,  as  render  it  necessary  to 
adopt,  in  addition  to  theexisting  laws,  any  extraor- 
dinary measure  for  the  purpose  of  suppressing  un- 
lawful combinations,  and  of  restricting  the  free- 
dom of  speech  and  or  the  press  ?  For  such  were 
the  objects  of  the  bill,  whatever  modifications  it 
miffht  hereafter  receive. 

The  manner  in  which  the  principle  of  the  bill 
had  been  supported,  was  perhaps  more  extraor- 
dinary still  than  the  bill  itself.  The  gentleman 
from  Connecticut,  (Mr.  Allen,)  in  order  to  prove 
the  existence  of  a  combination  against  the  Consti- 
tution and  Government,  had  communicated  to 
die  House — what  7  a  number  of  newspaper  para- 
graphs ;  and  even  most  of  those  were  such  as 
would  not  be  punishable  by  the  bill  as  it  now  stands. 


The  object  of  that  gentleman  in  wishing  a  bill  of 
this  nature  to  pass,  extended  far  beyond  the  inten* 
tion  of  the  Senate  who  had  sent  down  this  bill; 
far  beyond,  he  would  vesture  to  say,  the  idea  of 
any  otner  member  upon  thi5  floor,  besides  himself. 
His  idea  was  to  punish  men  for  stating  facts  which 
he  happened  to  disbelieve,  or  for  enacting  and  avow- 
inff  opmions,  not  criminal,  but  perhaps  erroneous. 
Thus  one  of  the  paragraphs  most  obnoxious  to  the 
gentleman  from  Connecticut,  was  that  in  which 
the  writer  expresses  his  belief  that  Mr.  Gerry 
may  yet  make  a  treaty  with  the  French  Govern- 
ment, his  powers  being  sufficient  for  that  purpose. 
[Mr.  Allen  said,  his  charge  was  against  persons 
making  this  assertion,  when  they  knew  it  to  be  an- 
found^.]  Mr.  G.  said,  he  did  not  understand  the 
gentleman's  explanation.  He  now  says  that  the 
act  he  condemns  is  the  assertion  of  a  fact,  which 
may  be  true,  but  which  the  writer  himself  disbe- 
lieves :  and  thus  he  wished  to  pimiih  such  men  as, 
according  to  his  caprice,  he  may  suppose  guiltj 
of  expressing  opinions  not  consonant  with  their 
own  sentiments.  For  by  what  rule  of  evidence 
could  he  discover  and  know  what  was  really  the 
writer's  belief;  But,  to  return,  was  there  any 
thing  criminal  in  that  parasraph :  It  asserted  that 
Mr.  Grerry  had  powers  siSicient  to  treat.  The 
gentleman  from  Connecticut  denies  this  to  be  true. 
Mr.  G.  would  aver  that  it  was  an  undeniable  fiict, 
as  appears  evidently  from  the  documents  now  on 
the  table.  They  showed  that  the  powers  given  to 
the  Envoys  were  joint  and  several.  And,  if  Mr. 
Grerry  had  powers  to  treat,  how  could  it  be  crim- 
inal to  say  that  he  miffht  treat  7  Or  supposing  the 
writer  of  the  paragraph  to  have  said,  that  he  be- 
lieved Mr.  Gerry  would  treat,  could  the  opinion 
be  charged  with  anything  but  being  erroneous  ? 
When  a  paragraph  of  this  nature  was  held  out  as 
criminal,  what  writings,  what  opinions,  could 
escape  the  severity  of  the  intended  law,  which  did 
not  coincide  with  the  opinions,  and  which  mi^t 
counteract  the  secret  views  of  a  prevailing  party  ? 
The  gentleman  from  Connecticut  had  also  quo- 
ted an  extract  of  a  letter  said  to  be  written  br  a 
member  of  Congress  from  Vi]ra[inia,  and  publisned 
in  last  Saturday's  Aurora.  The  style  and  com- 
position of  that  letter  did  the  highest  honor  to  its 
writer.'  It  contained  more  information  and  more 
sense,  and  gave  more  proofs  of  a  sound  understand- 
ing and  stronff  mind,  than  ever  the  gentleman  from 
Connecticut  had  displayed,  or  could  display  on  this 
floor.  So  far  he  would  venture  to  say,  although 
he  had  given  but  a  cursory  reading  to  the  letter, 
and  he  was  altogether  at  a  loss  to  know  what 
was  criminal  in  it,  though  he  might  easily  see 
yrhj  it  was  obnoxious.  Was  it  erroneous  or 
criminal  to  say  that  debts  and  taxes  were  the  ruin- 
ous consequences  of  war?  Or  that  some  members 
in  both  Houses  of  Congress  uniformly  voted  in 
favor  of  an  extension  of  Uie  powers  of  tne  Execu- 
tive, and  of  everv  proposed  expenditure  of  money? 
Was  it  not  true  ?  Gentlemen  of  that  description 
avow  that,  in  their  opinion,  the  Executive  is  the 
weakest  branch  of  Goyemment ;  and  they  act  upon 
the  ostensible  principle  that  on  that  account  its 
influence  and  powers  must  be  increased.    Look  at 
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the  laws  passed  during  this  session.  Look  at  the 
alien  bill,  at  the  proTisional  army  bill,  look  at  the 
prodigious  influence  acquired  by  so  many  new 
offices,and  then  deny  that  the  powers  of  the  Execu- 
tive hare  not  been  greatly  increased.  As  to  the  in- 
creased rate  of  expenditure,  and  the  propensity  of 
these  gentlemen  to  vote  money,  they  would  not 
themselves  deny  it.  Was  it  criminal  to  say  that 
the  Executiye  is  supported  by  a  party  ?  when  gen- 
tlemen declared  that  it  must  be  supported  by  a 
party.  When  the  doctrine  had  been  avowed  on 
this  floor  that  men  of  a  certain  political  opinion, 
alone  ought  to  be  appointed  to  offices ;  and  when 
the  Executive  had  qpw  adopted  and  carried  into 
practice  that  doctrine  in  its  fullest  extent? 

Mr.  G.  acknowledged  that  some  of  the  newspa- 
per paragraphs  quoted  by  Mr.  Allen  were  of  a 
very  different  nature  from  that  letter.  One  of 
them,  taken  from  the  Timepiece,  was  extremely 
exceptionable ;  most  of  them  contained  sentiments 
different  from  his  own^  and  expressed  in  a  style  he 
never  would  adopt  Yet  in  almost  every  one  of 
them  there  was  a  mixture  of  truth  and  error;  and 
what  was  the  remedy  proposed*  by  the  ffentle- 
man  from  Connecticut,  in  order  to  rectify  and 
G(»rrect  error  ?  Coercion :  a  law  inflicting  fine  and 
imprisonment  for  the  publication  of  erroneous 
opinions. 

Was  the  gentleman  afraid,  or  rather  was  Ad- 
ministration afraid,  that  in  this  instance  error 
could  not  be  successfully  opposed  by  truth  ?  The 
American  Qovernment  had  heretofore  subsisted, 
it  had  acquired  strength,  it  had  grown  on  the  af- 
fection of  the  people,  it  nad  been  fully  supported 
without  the  assistance  of  laws  similar  to  tne  bill 
now  on  the  table.  It  had  been  able  to  repel  op- 
position by  the  single  weapon  of  argument.  And 
at  present,  when  oat  of  ten  i)lresses  in  the  country 
nine  were  employed  on  the  side  of  Administration, 
such  is  their  want  of  confidence  in  the  purity  of 
their  own  views  and  motives,  that  they  even  fear 
the  unequal  contest,  and  require  the  help  of  force 
in  or«der  to  suppress  the  limited  circulation  of  the 
opinions  of  those  who  did  not  approve  all  their 
measures.  One  of  the  paragraphs  says,  that  it 
will  soon  become  a  question  whether  there  will  be 
more  liberty  at  Philadelphia  or  Constantinople. 
The  gentleman  from  Connecticut  bitterly  com- 
plains of  this,  as  insinuating  that  some  })ersons  in 
Government  intend  to  establish  a  despotic  power ; 
and  in  order  to  convince  the  writer  of  his  error, 
that  gentleman  not  only  supports  the  bill,  but 
avows  principles  perfectly  calculated  to  justify  the 
assertions  contained  in  the  paragraph.  [Mr.  Allen 
said,  he  stated  all  these  thin^  to  snow  the  temper 
of  certain  seditious  persons  in  the  United  States.] 
Mr.  G.  remarked  that  if  the  gentleman  from  Con- 
necticut, by  that  explanation,  meant  to  say  that  the 
paragraphs  he  had  quoted  were  not  criminal,  but 
only  evidences  of  a  general  seditious  temper^  it 
was  extraordinary  that  in  order  to  prove  the  exist- 
tence  of  certain  criminal  combinations,  which,  in 
his  opinion,  it  was  necessary^'  to  punish,  he  had 
brought  in  evidence  only  writings  which  he  now 
acknowledged  ought  not  to  be  punished.  But,  at 
idl  events,  that  gentleman  sQ|^>08ed  the  existence 


of  a  certain  seditious  spirit,  which  in  his  opinion 
ouffht  to  be  crushed. 

And  howhas  that  seditious  spirit  been  exhibited  ? 
The  only  evidences  brought  by  the  supporters  of 
this  bill  consist  of  writings  expressing  an  opinion 
that  certain  measures  of  Government  have  been 
dictated  by  an  unwise  policy,  or  by  improper  mo- 
tives, and  that  some  of  them  were  unconstitutionaL 
This  bill  and  its  supporters  supppose,  in  fact,  that 
whoever  dislikes  the  measures  of  Administration 
and  of  a  temporary  majority  in  Congress,  and  shall, 
either  by  speaking  or  writing,  express  his  disappro- 
bation and  his  want  of  confidence  in  the  men  now 
in  power,  is  seditious,  is  an  enemy,  not  of  Admin- 
istration, but  of  the  Constitution,  and  is  liable  to 
punishment.  That  principle,  Mr.  G.  said,  was  sub- 
versive of  the  principles  of  the  Constitution  itself. 
If  you  put  the  press  under  any  restraint  in  respect 
to  the  measures  of  members  of  Government ;  if 
you  thus  deprive  the  people  of  the  means  of  obtain- 
ing information  of  their  conduct,  you  in  fact  ren- 
der their  right  of  electing  nugatory ;  and  this  bill 
must  be  considered  only  as  a  weapon  used  by  a 
party  now  in  power,  in  order  to  perpetuate  their 
authority  and  preserve  their  present  places. 

The  gentleman  from  Connecticut  had  con- 
cluded his  observations  by  stating  that  he  could 
not  conceive  how  ffentlemen  could  day  afW  day 
hear  or  read  such  abusive  and  seditious  pieces  and 
rest  quietly  on  their  pillows.  He  would  give  to 
that  gentleman  a  piece  of  information  that  would 
diminish  his  astonishment.  He  had  himself  heard 
day  after  day  the  illiberal  abuse  poured  from  sev- 
eral (|[uarters  of  this  House  against  himself  and 
his  fnends ;  he  had  heard  the  grossest  and  most 
abusive  language  from  the  lips  of  that  gentleman  $ 
nay,  he  had  heard  the  most  seditious  expressions 
falling  from  him ;  he  had  heard  him  say,  that  if 
gentlemen  on  this  floor  did  not  adopt  certain  mea- 
sures, he  knew  that  the  people  would  soon  come 
and  compel  them  to  act.  And  yet,  he  could  assure 
that  gentleman,  that  torreni  or  sedition  and  per- 
sonal abuse  had  never  deprived  htm  of  an  hcmr's 
sleep. 

The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  Har- 
per) had  taken  a  different  ground.  He  nad  stated 
that  he  did  not  apprehend  any  serious  mischief 
from  the  present  licentiousness  of  the  press  until 
he  had  heard  the  speech  of  a  member  from  New 
York  (Mr.  Livingston)  inviting  the  people  to 
resist  a  law  of  Conffress.  That  gentleman  had 
forgotten  that  the  bill  which  he  now  meant  to  sup- 
port, could  suppress  and  punish  only  that  licen- 
tiousness of  wnich  he  declared  he  was  not  afraid, 
and  could  not  reach  speeches  of  members  of  Con- 
gress, which,  by  the  Constitution,  could  not  be  no- 
ticed out  of  these  walls.  This  was  the  flrst  attack 
made  upon  a  speech  delivered  in  this  House,  but 
what,  from  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  he 
had,  for  some  time  expected ;  for,  in  his  career, 
after  having  grossly  attacked  members  first  for 
writing  circular  letters,  and  then  on  account  of 
their  private  correspondence,  the  next  step  must 
be  to  make  their  speeches  the  foundation  of  a  se- 
dition law.  As  to  the  speech  itself,  so  far  as  he 
had  heard  the  expressions  alludedi^i  it  was  not 
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an  invitation  to  the  people,  or  an  opinion  that  the 
people  should  oppose  the  alien  bill  itself  as  uncon- 
stitutional; but  merely  a  general  position  that 
they  had  a  right  to  resist,  and  would  resist  uncon- 
stitutional and  oppressive  laws.  He  believed  that 
doctrine  to  be  strictly  correct,  and  neither  seditious 
or  treasonable.  The  opposite  doctrines  of  passive 
obedience  and  non-resistance  had  long  been  ex- 
ploded. America  had  never  received  them.  Ame- 
rica had  asserted  the  right  of  resisting  unconsti- 
tntional  law&  and  the  day  we  were  celebrating 
yesterday  (4tn  of  July)  is  a  monument  of  that 
tight.  When  and  how  such  a  right  should  be  ex- 
ercised, was  a  different  and  delicate  question.  It 
is  a  question  to  be  decided  by  motives  of  prudence 
and  by  principles  of  morality.  It  is  a  question 
which  America  had  once  decided  in  the  aflirma- 
tive.  It  is  a  right  to  which  they  may,  perhaps,  in 
the  course  of  events  be  again  obliged  to  resort. 
God  forbid  that  we  should  ever  see  that  day !  But 
it  is  above  all  in  the  power  of  Gk)vernment  to  avert 
such  an  evil  by  refraining  from  unconstitutional 
wad  arbitrary  laws.  Mr.  G.  added  that  he  was  one 
of  those  who  had  the  most  sincere  and  strong  con- 
viction, impressed  on  hb  mind  that  the  alien  bill 
was  unconstitutional.  [The  Speakbb  said,  that 
was  not  the  question.]  Mr.  G.  said,  that  he  was 
not  going  to  make  any  remarks  on  that  law,  or 
any  that  could  by  any  one  be  supposed  to  be  out 
of  order.  He  meant  only  to  state  that,  notwith- 
standing that  conviction,  his  opinion  was  that  an 
appeal  must  be  made  to  another  tribunal,  to  the 
Judiciarv  in  the  first  instance,  on  the  subject  of  a 
supposed  unconstitutional  law;  and  that  even 
where  no  redress  could  be  obtained,  he  did  not 
think  that  law  alone,  and  in  itself,  sufficient  to 
justify  resistance  and  opposition  even  in  those 
who  thought  it  unconstitutional. 

Mr.  G.  concluded  by  observing,  that  he  had  con- 
sidered only  the  general  object  of  the  bill  on  the 
table,  on  a  supposition  that  it  mi^ht  be  modified 
so  as  to  be  rendered  consonant  with  the  Consti- 
totion.  The  ohjeet  of  the  first  section  was  to  pun- 
ish unlawful  combinations,  resistance  to  laws,  and 
other  crimes  and  misdemeanors,  all  of  which  were 
already  punishable,  and  had  in  some  instances  ac- 
tually been  punished  by  the  Courts  of  the  United 
States.  That  section,  therefore,  is  altogether  use- 
kfls.  In  order  to  prove  the  necessity  of  the  second 
section,  which  went  to  impose  restraints  on  the 
liberty  of  speech  and  of  the  press,  it  was  at  least 
necassary  to  prove  the  existence  of  a  seditious  dis- 
position amongst  the  people.  The  supporters  of 
the  bill  had  been  unable  to  brinf  a  single  fact  be- 
fore this  House,  in  support  of  that  position.  So 
long  as  they  were  compelled  to  resort  onlv  to 
newspaper  paragraphs  and  speeches  on  this  floor, 
in  order  to  show  the  absolute  necessity  of  passing 
sedition  laws,  he  thought  it  useless  to  investigate 
more  deeply  the  principles  of  this  bill,  and  he 
trusted  the  weakness  of  their  arguments  would 
afford  a  sufficient  proof  to  this  House  of  the  weak- 
ness of  their  cause,  and  was  sufficient  to  insure  a 
rejection  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Dana  did  not  propose  to  enter  into  any  con- 
tiOTefay  respecting  the  honor  which  some  gentle- 


men seemed  disposed  to  arrogate  to  themselves, 
on  account  of  certain  sentiments  which  they  have 
avowed.  If  any  members  of  that  House  were 
ambitious  of  being  distin^ished  as  heralds  of 
calumny  and  apostles  of  msurrectioUj  it  might 
serve  to  show  how  incorrect  were  their  ideas  of 
what  is  truly  honorable. 

Neither  was  it  his  intention  to  answer  all  the 
remarks  of  gentlemen  in  opposition  to  the  bill,  or 
to  go  into  a  critical  examination  of  its  details.  In 
his  opinion,  such  a  discussion  would  be  improper 
on  the  question  then  under  debate ;  which  was, 
whether  the  bill  should  be  rejected  without  a  sec^ 
ond  reading.  Whatever  objections  might  be  made 
to  its  details,  these  would  be  liable  to  amendments 
after  it  should  again  be.  read  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  tne  Whole.  The  leading  princi- 
ples of  the  bill,  therefore,  were  what  he  intended 
to  notice. 

The  bill  has  two  objects  in  view — it  |m)po8ed 
to  punish  conspiracies  and  calumnies  against  the 
Government.  Against  this  bill,  the  freedom  of 
speech  and  of  the  press  has  been  insisted  on ;  and 
tne  bill  has  been  condemned  as  violating  one  of 
the  articles  adopted  as  amendments  to  the  CoBr 
stitution.  Why  is  the  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania so  very  anxious  on  the  subject  ?  Or  is  it 
abridged  by  a  law  to  restrain  lying  ?  Could  the 
framers  of  the  Constitution  intend  to  guarantee, 
as  a  sacred  principle,  the  liberty  of  lying  against 
the  Government?  What  do  gentlemen  under- 
stand by  "the  freedom  of  speech  and  of  the  press ^P 
Is  it  a  license  to  injure  others  or  the  Government, 
by  calumnies,  with  impunity  ? 

Let  it  be  remembered,  that  the  uttering  of  ma- 
licious falsehoods,  to  the  injury  of  the  Govern- 
ment, is  the  offence  which  it  is  now  intended  to 
restrain ;  for,  if  what  is  uttered  can  be  proved 
true,  it  will  not,  according  to  this  bill,  be  punished 
as  libellous.  What,  then,  is  the  rational,  the  hon- 
est, the  Constitutional  idea  of  freedom  of  lan- 
guage or  of  conduct  ?  Can  it  be  anything  more 
than  the  right  of  uttering  and  doing  what  is  not 
injurious  to  others  ?  This  limitation  of  doing  no 
injury  to  the  rights  of  others,  undoubtedly  belongs 
to  the  true  character  of  real  liberty.  Indeed,  can 
it,  in  the  nature  of  things,  be  one  of  the  rights  of 
freemen  to  do  injurv  ?  Liet  gentlemen  consult 
any  writer  of  established  reputation  on  this  sub- 
ject ;  let  them  examine  the  Constitution  of  their 
own  favorite  "  terrible"  Republic !  they  will  not 
find  the  ideas  of  libertv  extended  to  that  indefinite 
latitude  which  they  aavocate  on  this  floor. 

However,  if  there  are  gentlemen  who  seriously 
and  conscientiously  believe  that  it  would  be  vio- 
lating the  Constitution  to  restrain  abuses  of  the 
press,  by  punishing  the  guilty ;  if  there  are  gen- 
tlemen who  believe  that  malicious  calunmies 
against  the  Government  ought  to  be  uttered  and 
publbhed  with  impunity,  such  gentlemen  ought 
certainly  not  consent  to  act  further  upon  this  sub- 
iect.  Mr.  D.  was  of  a  different  opimon.  He  be- 
lieved that  the  editor  of  a  newspaper,  like  the 
writer  of  a  public  history,  in  the  execution  of 
his  office,  should  dare  to  utter  what  is  true, 
and  dreaa  to  utter  anything  that  is  false.    Con- 
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sideriBjf,  therefore,  that  the  liberty  of  lying,  the 
privilege  of  vice,  is  what  is  truly  intended  to  be 
corrected  by  this  bill,  how  is  it  pussible  that  gen- 
tkoneu  should  appear  so  anxious  to  excite  clamor 
against  it  1  For  himself,  Mr.  D.  wanted  not  the 
lioerty  of  calumny  or  of  conspiracy,  and  was  in 
fiivor  of  tli^  principle  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Nicholas  said,  the  determining  a  political 
question,  true  or  false,  would  rest  u|)on  a  variety 
of  considerations ;  ana  the  doctrine,  in  its  extent, 
would  have  the  elSect  to  suppress  useful  truths. 
As  to  falsehbod,  he  believed  the  opposers  of  this 
bill  are  as  incapable  of  it,  or  of  supporting  it,  as 
the  gentleman  from  Connecticut,  or  any  other. 

Mr.  Harpcr  explained. 

Mr.  Craik  said,  he  should  vote  against  the  re- 
jection of  this  bill,  because  he  wisEed  to  see  it 
and  examine  it,  and  not  because  he  meant  to  vote 
for  it  at  all  events.  If  he  thought  it  went  to  pre- 
vent the  freedom  of  debate,  or  to  hinder  members 
from  communicating  freely  with  their  constitu- 
ents, or  to  resthiin  the*  publication  of  the  debates, 
he  would  be  for  rejecting  it ;  but,  not  believing  it 
w«nt  to  restrain  any  of  these  things,  he  wished  to 
have  an  opportunity  of  seeing  the  biU.  and  of 
hearing  its  merits  discussed. 

Mr.  KiTTERA  said,  gentlemen's  arguments  were 
at  war  with  each  other.  On  one  side  it  is  said, 
this  bill  is  a  violation  uf  the  Constitution ;  on  the 
other^  it  is  said  to  be  founded  on  common  law 
principles.  If  the  latter  is  true,  it  may  be  wise  and 
proper  to  pass  this  bill.  It  was  \yise  m  all  Govern- 
ments to  nave  the  people  well  informed  with  re- 
spect to  crimes  on  common  law  principles.  It  was 
desirable  on  another  account:  it  had  lately  been 
advanced  as  an  opinion  by  law  gentlemen  in  the 
Federal  Courts,  that  those  Courts  have  not  a 
common  law  jurisdiction  in  criminal  cases.  If 
so,  it  is  important  to  pass  a  bill  on  the  subject. 

The  question  on  rejecting  the  bill,  was  taken 
by  yeas  and  nays — yeas  36,  nays  47.  as  follows :  ' 

Ykas — David  Bard,  Lemuel  Benton,  Thof.  Blount, 
Oenfesey  Borges,  Thomas  Claiborne,  William  C.  C. 
Glail>orne,  John  Glopton,  John  Dawson,  John  Fowler, 
Albert  Oallatin,  James  Gillespie,  Andrew  Gregg,  John 
A.  Hanna,  Garter  B.  Harrison,  Jonathan  N.  Havens, 
Joseph  Heister,  David  Holmes,  Walter  Jones,  Edward 
Livingston,  Matthew  Locke,  Matthew  Lvon,  NaQianiel 
Macon,  Blair  McGlenachan,  Joseph  McDowell,  Antho- 
nv  New,  John  Nicholas,  Samuel  Smith,  William  Smith, 
luchard  Sprigg,  jun.,  Richard  Stanford,  Thomas  Sum- 
ter, John  Trigg,  Philip  Van  Gortlandt,  Joseph  B.  Yar- 
num,  Abraham  Venable,  and  Robert  Williams. 

*Nat8 — John  Allen,  George  Baer,  jr.,  Bailev  Bart- 
lett,  James  A.  Bayard,  David  Brooks,  Stephen  Bullock, 
Christopher  G.  Champlin,  John  Chapman,  Jas.  Coch- 
ran, Joshua  Coit,  William  Craik,  Samuel  W.Dana, 
George  Dent,  William  Edmond,  Thomas  Evans,  Abiel 
Foster,  Dwight  Foster,  Jonathan  Freeman,  Henry 
GMen,  Chaunoey  Goodridi,  William  (jK>rdon,  Roger  Gris- 
wok^  Wilham  Barry  Grove,  Robert  Goodk>e  Harper 
WiMiam  Hindman,  Heiekiah  L.  Hosmar,  James  H. 
Imlay,  John  Wilkes  Kittera,  Samuel  Lyman, William 
Matthews,  Harrison  G.  Otis,  Isaac  Parker,  John  Reed, 
John  Rtttledge,  jr.,  James  Schureman,  Samuel  Sewall, 
William  Shepard,  Thomas  Sinnickson,  Samuel  Sit* 
greaves,  Nathaniel  Smith,  Peleg  Sprague,  Geo.  Thatch- 
5th  Con.— 67 


er,  Richard  Thomas,  Mark  Thomson,  Thomas  Tilling- 
hast,  John  E.  Van  Alen,  and  Peleg  Wadsworth. 

Mr.  Allen  laid  a  resolution  upon  the  table  to 
the  followinffefiect : 

"  Beaohed,  Thai  a  committee  be  appointed  to  con- 
sider upon  the  expediency  of  declaring,  by  Legislative 
act,  the  state  and  relation  subsisting  between  Sie  Uni- 
ted States  and  the  French  Republic  " 

Friday,  July  6. 

A  bill  was  received  from  the  Senate  to  amend 
the  act  for  the  sale  of  land  of  the  United  States 
in  the  territory  northwest  of  the  river  Ohio4 
which,  om  motion  of  Mr.  Harpea,  was  postponed 
till  next  session  of  Congress. 

Mr.  S.  Smith,  from  the  committee  appointed 
on  the  subject,  reported  a  bill  ta  augment  th« 
Army  of  the  United  States ;  which  wa&  twm 
read,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  tht 
Whole. 

PUNISHMENT  OF  CRIME. 

Mr.  Harper  said,  that  when  the  bill  from  the 
Senate,  in  addition  to  the  act  for  punishing  cer- 
tain crimes  against  the  United  States,  was  yes- 
terday under  consideration,  he  had  given  it  as  his 
opinion  that,  before  he  could  agree  to  it,  he  should 
wish  it  to  undergo  considerable  alteration.  H« 
did  not  believe  these  alterations  could  be  so  well 
made  in  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  as  in  a  select 
committee;  he,  therefore, moved  to  discharge  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  from  the  fhrther  con- 
sideration of  the  bill,  in  order  to  refer  it  to  a  select 
committee. 

Mr.  McDowell  did  not  think  this  bill  ought 
to  pass  in  any  form  that  could  be  given  to  it.  He 
hoped  no  further  time  would  be  lost  with  it ;  but 
that  the  House  would  immediately  go  into  a  com- 
mittee upon  it. 

Mr.  Thatcher  liked  the  bill  very  much,  and 
hoped  it  would  pass  with  very  little  amend- 
ment ;  he  thought  it  ^d  in  all  its  parts.  If  any 
amendment  was  wished,  however,  it  might  be 
made  in  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  as  well  as 
in  the  select  committee. 

Mr.  Isaac  Parker  saw  no  necessity  for  send- 
ing the  bill  to  a  select  committee. 

Mr.  Qallatin  wished  to  know  whether  the 
committee,  to  who«i  had  been  re-committed  a  biU 
of  this  nature,  entitled  a  bill  for  the  restraint  and 
prevention  of  seditious  persons,  had  considered 
that  subject,  or  whether  they  meant  to  make  anj 
report?  Perhaps  it  would  be  proper  to  recommit 
this  bill,  and  have  a  report  on  both  together. 

Mr.  Sewall  said,  the  committee  had  generally 
considered  the  subject;  but,  as  that  bill  is  pretty 
«nuch  the  same  as  this,  the  committee,  he  pre- 
sumed, would  not  think  it  necessary,  it  this  bill 
was  agreed  to,  to  recommend  the  passage  of  that 
bill  at  all. 

The  motion  was  negatived — 15  votes  only  for  it. 

ADDITIONAL  NAVAL  ARMAMENT. 

Mr.  Sewall  called  the  order  of  the  dar  on  the 
bill  making  further  appropriation  for  tne  addi- 
tional navsQ  armament. 

The  House  went  into  a  committee  on  the  tab- 
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ject,  and  the  blank  for  the  appropriation  was  filled 
with  $600,000.  It  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third 
time  to-morrow. 

STATE  BALANCES. 

Mr.  Harper  called  up  the  resolution  which  he 
laid  upon  the  table  some  days  ago,  in  the  follow- 
ing words : 

<*  Resolved,  That  when  any  State,  against  which  a 
balance  was  reported  by  the  Commissioners  appointed 
to  settle  the  accounts  between  the  United  States  and 
the  individual  States,  shall  have  expended,  in  money, 
or  in  stock  of  the  United  States  at  par,  the  amount  as- 
sumed for  such  State  by  the  United  States,  in  erecting, 
enlarging,  or  completing  the  fortifications  which  sudi 
State,  according  to  plans  to  be  approved  by  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  sudi  expenditure  shall  be 
leoeived  and  aiicepted  by  the  United  States,  as  a  full 
acquittance  for  all  demands  against  such  State,  on  ac- 
count of  the  balance  so  reported.'* 

This  resolution  was  referred  to  Messrs.  Harper. 
Gallatin,  and  Livingston,  to  report  thereon. 

SEDITIOUS  WRITERS. 
.Mr.  Harper  proposed  the  following  resolutions, 
which  he  moved  to  be  referred  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union : 

Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient  to  provide  for  the  pun- 
ishment, upon  conviction  in  due  form  of  law,  of  persons 
who  shall  write,  print,  utter,  or  publish,  or  shall  cause 
or  procure  to  be  written,  printed,  uttered,  or  published, 
or  who  shall  knowingly  and  willingly  assist  or  aid  in 
writing,  printing,  uttering,  or  publishing,  any  false, 
fcandalous,  and  malicious  writing  or  writings  against 
the  €rovemment  of  the  United  States,  or  either  House 
of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  or  the  President 
of  the  United  States ;  with  intent  to  de&me  the  said 
Government,  or  either  House  of  the  said  Congress,  or 
the  said  President ;  or  to  bring  them,  or  either  of  them, 
into  contetnpt  or  disrepute ;  or  to  excite  against  them, 
or  either  or  any  of  them,  the  hatred  of  the  good  people 
of  the  United  States ;  or  to  stir  up  sedition  within  the 
United  States ;  or  to  excite  any  unlawful  combinations 
therein  for  opposing  or  resisting  any  law  of  the  United 
States,  or  any  act  of  the  President  of  the  United  States 
done  in  pursuance  of  any  such  law,  or  of  the  powers  in 
him  vested  by  the  Constitution  of  the  Uniteid  States ; 
or  to  resist,  oppose,  or  defeat  any  such  law  or  act ;  or 
to  aid,  encourage,  or  abet  any  hostile  designs  of  any 
iueign  nation  against  the  United  States,  their  people, 
or  Government. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient  to  provide  for  the  pun- 
ishment, or  conviction  as  aforesaid,  of  persons  who,  by 
public  and  advised  speaking  ot  discourse,  except  in  cases 
wherein  freedom  of  speech  is  expressly  allowed  by  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States  or  of  any  State,  shall 
knowingly  utter  or  publish  any  false,  scandalous,  and 
malicious  words  or  expressions  against  the  Government 
of  the  United  States^  or  either  House  of  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States,  or  the  President  of  the  United* 
States,  with  intent  to  defame  the  said  Government,  or 
the  said  President,  or  either  of  the  said  Houses ;  or  to 
bring  them,  or  either  or  any  of  them,  into  contempt  or 
disrepute ;  or  to  excite  against  them>  or  either  or  any 
of  them,  the  hatred  of  the  good  people  of  the  United 
States ;  or  to  stir  up  sedition  within  Uie  United  States ; 
or  to  excite  any  unlawful  combination  therein,  for  op- 
posing or  resisting  any  law  of  the  United  States,  or  any 
act  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  done  in  pur- 
suance of  any  such  law,  or  of  the  powers  vested  in  him 


by  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States ;  or  to  oppose, 
resist,  or  defeat  any  such  law  or  act ;  or  to  aid»  eneour' 
age,  or  abet  any  hostile  designs  of  any  foreign  nataon 
against  the  United  States,  their  people,  or  Govern- 
ment. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient  to  provide  for  the  pun*- 
ishment  on  conviction  as  aforesaid  of  persons  who  shall 
assemble  or  convene,  or  shall  cause  or  procure  to  be 
assembled  or  convened,  or  shall  knowingly  and  willing- 
ly aid  or  assist  in  assembling  or  convening,  any  public 
or  secret  meeting,  society,  assembly,  or  convention,  to 
the  number  of persons,  or  more ;  or  shall  know- 
ingly and  willingly  attend  at,  or  join  in,  any  such  meet- 
ing, society,  assembly,  or  convention,  with  intent  to 
form,  devise  or  contrive,  or  to  assist  in  forming,  devising 
or  contriving  any  plot,  conspiracy,  or  combination 
against  the  peace  of  the  United  Statefe,  or  against  die 
execution  of  any  law  thereof,  or  of  any  act  of  die  Preaa- 
dent  of  the  United  States,  done  in  punuanoe  of  any 
such  law,  or  of  the  powers  vested  in  him  by  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States ;  or  with  intent  to  aid» 
encourage,  or  abet  any  hostUe  designs  of  any  foreig;n 
nation  against  the  United  States,  their  people,  or  Gor- 
emment ;  or  with  intent  to  establish,  hold,  or  cany  on 
any  correspondence  with  any  foreign  nation,  its  ageote 
or  people,  for  any  of  the  purposes  aforesaid. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient  to  jnovide  for  the  pun- 
ishment on  conviction  as  aforesaid  of  persons  who,  not 
attending  or  joining  in  any  such  meeting,  society,  as- 
sembly, or  convention  as  aforesaid,  shall  individually,  <»- 
in  conjunction  with  some  other  person  or  persons,  en- 
gage in,  carry  on,  or  cause  to  be  carried  on,  any  coi> 
respondence  with  any  person  or  persons  whatsoever^ 
with  intent  to  form,  promote,  or  aid  any  plot,  conspirm- 
cy  or  combination  against  the  peace  of  the  United  Statoe^ 
or  to  aid,  encourage,  or  abet  any  hostile  designs  of  any 
foreign  nation  against  the  said  States,  their  people,  or 
Government. 

Resohed,  That  the  Circuit  Courts  of  the  Unitad 
States  ought  to  have  cognizance  of  all  or  any  of  tlie 
said  offences  committed  within  their  districts  respect- 
ively ;  and  that  all  marshals,  deputy  marshals,  and  jail- 
ers of  the  United  States,  and  all  officers  thereof^  ci^ 
and  military,  ought  to  be,  when  duly  thereunto  required, 
aiding  and  assisting  in  the  due  execution  of  all  and 
every  sentence  or  judgment  to  be  pronounced  by  any 
of  the  said  Courts,  pursuant  to  the  aforesaid  provisioos» 
or  any  of  them. 

Resolved,  That  nothing  in  the  said  provisions,  or  any 
of  them,  ought  to  extend  "  to  abridge  the  freedom  of 
speech  and  the  press,  or  the  right  of  the  people  peace- 
ably to  assemble  and  to  petition  the  Government  for  e 
redress  of  grievances,"  as  established  by  the  Constitn- 
tion  of  the  United  States. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  provisions  ought  to  oontinae 
and  be  in  force  for  one  year,  and  no  longer. 

These  resolutions  were  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  to  whom  is  committed  tke 
bill  for  the  punishment  of  certain  crimes  against 
the  United  States. 

ABROGATION  OF  TREATY  WITH  FRANCE. 

Mr.  Se WALL  called  up  the  bill  from  the  Senate, 
declannfir  the  treaty  between  France  and  the  Uni- 
ted States  void  and  of  no  effect. 

Mr.  Allen  wished  the  resolution  that  be  laid 
upon  the  table  yesterday,  respecting  the  conditi<ui 
and  relation  of  this  country  with  respect  to  France, 
first  to  be  taken  up. 
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Mr.  SiTORBAyss  thought  it  would  he  proper 
first  to  go  into  a  consideratioo  of  this  resolution. 
We  are,  said  he,  now  in  a  state  of  war.  The 
House  know  that,  by  the  distribution  of  powers 
under  this  GoTernment,  it  is  only  competent  for 
Congress  to  declare  the  country  in  war ;  there- 
fore, iditil  that  declaration  is  made  by  this  depart- 
ment, the  Executive  and  Judiciary  cannot  act  in 
the  same  way  as  if  the  country  was  at  war.  In 
other  countries,  the  filxecutive  Department  can 
create  war;  but  here  it  cannot,  if  it  shall  be 
considered  expedient  to  declare  war  in  conse- 
quence of  the  repeated  aggressions  and  injuries 
we  have  received  from  the  French  Republic,  and 
the  hostility  urged  against  us,  and  the  necessity 
there  exisu  of  making  defence  against  them,  there 
can  be  no  occasion  for  declaring  the  treaties  void; 
because,  if  war  is  declared,  it  is  the  major  propo- 
tition,  and,  of  course,  includes  all  the  minor  pro- 
positions. If  discussed  at  all,  therefore,  it  would 
be  proper  to  discuss  the  major  proposition  first 
He  supposed  it  was  a  subject  on  which  the  minds 
of  members  were  made  up.  Whether,  therdbre, 
the  vote  is  affirmative  or  negative,  it  would  be 
best  to  declare,  in  the  first  instance,  the  state  of  the 
country. 

Mr.  NioHOLAS  hoped,  if  we  are  to  come  to  this 
question  of  war  at  all,  it  might  be  so  taken  up 
as  to  occupy  the  least  time  of  the  Legislature. 
The  question  of  setting  aside  the  treaties  is  evi- 
dently included  in  the  other ;  he  hoped,  therefore, 
the  proposition  of  the  gentleman  trom  Connec- 
ticut if^to  be  taken  up  at  all,  would  have  a  prefer- 
ence! 

Mr.  Sbwall  said,  if  the  question  of  annulling 
the  treaties  with  France  was  included  in  the 
resolution  of  the  gentleman  from  Connecticut,  he 
should  think  it  ought  first  to  be  taken  up ;  but  he 
did  not  think  this  was  the  case.  The  gentleman 
from  Connecticut  wishes  a  committee  to  state 
wliat  is  our  relation  with  respect  to  the  French 
Republic.  How  could  we  say  what  our  relation 
is,  except  we  determine  what  is  our  relation  with 
respect  to  the  treaties  subsisting  between  the  two 
countries  1  He  took  the  two  things  to  be  perfectly 
distinct  The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr. 
SiTGREAvea)  seems  to  conceive  that  the  question 
whether  it  will  be  proper  to  make  a  declaration  of 
war  against  France,  is  included  in  this  resolution, 
as  he  could  not  be  so  anxious  for  the  declaration 
of  an  historical  fact^  which,  in  his  opinion,  the 
report  on  this  resolution  could  only  be;  for  gentle- 
men could  not  consider  that  the  Constitutional 
power,  placed  in  Congress  to  declare  war,  meant 
no  more  than  a  mere  report  whether  or  not  the 
country  is  in  war.  A  number  of  acts  have  been 
done,  which  are  indicative  of  war,  and  if  a  report 
was  made  as  to  our  situation  with  the  French 
Republic,  it  must  be  reckoned  at  least  a  state  of 
hostility.  But  this  would  be  doing  nothing.  If 
it  was  the  intention  of  any  gentleman  to  wopose 
a  declaration  of  war,  such  a  motion  woulu  super- 
sede the  necessity  of  taking  up  the  bill  from  the 
Senate;  but,  as  the  resolution  of  the  gentleman 
frran  Connecticut  did  by  no  means  go  to  this,  he 
hoped  the  bill  he  had  mentioned  would  be  first 


considered.  If  he  were  to  j^ive  an  opinion  on  the 
subject,  it  would  be  clearly  against  declaring  war 
at  present.  As  to  the  Judicial  Courts,  they  would 
find  no  difficulty  in  acting  according  to  the  situa- 
tion of  things^  without  troubling  themselves  with 
the  nice  distinctions  which  gentlemen  seemed 
inclined  to  make  between  a  state  of  war,  and  a 
state  of  hostility. 

Mr.  Qallatin  wished  to  know,  if  the  House 
were  to  go  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
bill  from  the  Senate,  whether  a  declaration  of 
war  miffht  not  be  moved  as  an  amendment  to  the 
bill.  Co  his  mind,  there  seemed  to  be  but  little 
difference  between  saying  the  treaties  are  at  an 
end,  and  declaring  war.  If  such  a  motion  could 
be  received,  it  would  be  desirable  to  know  the 
will  of  the  House  upon  it  The  shortest  way  of 
cominff  at  this  question  would  be  the  best.  He 
wished  the  Speaker  to  say  whether  he  thought 
such  a  motion  would  be  in  order. 

TNo  answer  was  ffiven  to  the  inquiry.] 

Mr.  Allen  consi&red  it  best  to  act  alwfiys  with 
frankness.  He  wished,  by  his  resolution,  that  a 
committee  should  inquire  into,  and  declare  to  the 
House,  and  to  the  country,  the  true  state  of  our 
situation  with  respect  to  France;  and  if  they 
should  report  any  measures  which  should  super- 
sede the  bill  from  the  Senate,  it  would  be  the  most 
fair  and  open  way  of  getting  at  the  business. 

The  question  on  takinp^  up  the  bill  from  the 
Senate  was  put  and  negatived— 41  to  35. 

Mr.  Allen  tnen  cal^  up  his  resolution.  It 
had  been  said  that  our  negotiation  with  France 
is  yet  carrying  on,  which  he  denied,  and  he  wished 
this  resolution  to  go  to  a  numerous  committee  to 
report  as  to  that  fact,  and  as  to  our  situation  gene- 
rally with  respect  to  France. 

Mr.  Harrison  hoped  the  House  would  go  into 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  in  order  to  inquire  into  what  is  the  state 
of  the  country  1  Those  gentlemen  who  wish  war, 
and  are  determined  to  have  it,  ought  to  speak  out 
The  world  should  understand  theiiL  and  the  peo- 
ple ought  not  to  be  deceived.  He  noped  gentle- 
men would  bring  forward  their  declamtion  of  war 
at  once.  He  had  always  been,  and  should  now 
be,  opposed  to  war,  but  he  wanted  to  put  his 
nqrative  upon  it 

Mr.  Harper  had  no  objection  to  go  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  if  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  had  any 
motion  to  make,  when  the  House  got  into  that 
situation. 

Mr.  Hartley  hoped  the  resolution  before  the 
House  would  be  referred  to  a  select  committee, 
that  the  House  miffht  have  a  report  upon  it  He 
wondered  that  genUemen  who  were  against  going 
to  war,  should  wish  to  press  the  question  <^  a 
declaration  of  it  upon  the  House. 

Mr.  Dana  observed  that,  from  what  had  heat 
now  said  upon  the  resolution,  he  saw  no  necessity 
for  voting  upon  it  at  all. 

Mr.  Otis  spoke  in  favor  of  referring  the  resolu- 
tion to  a  select  committee,  and  saw  no  reason 
why  the  House  should  go  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 
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Mr.  Habrison  said,  every  one  would  know  he 
had  no  proposition  to  bring  forward  with  respect 
to  war;  he  wished  to  remain  at  peace;  but  he 
wished  his  constituents  and  the  country  at  large 
to  be  informed  as  to  what  was  to  be  the  state  of 
the  country.  Seeing,  however,  that  no  member 
is  ready  to  make  the  declaration  which  had  he&a. 
so  often  spoken  of,  he  should  withdraw  his  motion 
for  tcoing  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Bir.  SiTOREAVES  observed,  with  respect  to  the 
allusions  of  the  gentleman  last  up,  as  to  being  pre* 
pared  for  a  declaration  of  war,  he  confessed  he  felt 
no  hesitation  in  saying,  that  he  thought  4i is  de- 
claration ought  to  be  made  in  some  form  or  other. 
He  believed  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Legislature  to 
make  it.  He  had  thought  so  for  some  time;  but 
eertain  considerations  with  respect  to  our  Envoys 
bad  prevented  its  being  proposed.  Such,  he  said, 
was  nis  individual  opinion ;  but  he  owned  he  had 
some  scruples  about  hringing  it  forward,  unless  he 
should  be  assured,  from  a  comparison  or  the  opin- 
i<»s  of  gentlemen,  such  a  propomtion  would  re- 
eeiva  a  respectable  and  firm  support.  If  he  sup- 
posed this  would  be  the  case,  he  would  make  the 
Biotion  at  this  moment;  and  it  was  because  the 
motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Connecticut  looked 
towards  a  declaration,  that  he  was  in  favor  of  it. 

Mr.  S.  said  he  had  heard  it  said  for  months 
past,  by  gentlemen  of  different  opinions,  that  the 
aggressions  of  France  against  this  country  were 
lawful  cause  of  war,  and  all  have  admitted  that 
it  has  become  a  single  question  of  expediency 
whether  we  shall  declare  war,  or  not.  It  was 
said  no  consideration  but  that  of  interest  would 
prevent  its  being  done,  and  he  did  not  believe 
there  was  any  such.  We  have,  said  he.  for  a  long 
time  suffered  all  the  mischiefs  that  can  oe  inflicted 
upon  us  in  a  state  of  war,  add,  therefore,  the  single 
question  is  now,  whether  we  will  avail  ourselves 
of  the  advantages  which  might  be  derived  from 
declaring  war;  for,  however  trifling  eentlemen 
may  deem  the  distinction  which  he  made  between 
a  state  of  hostility  and  war,  he  looked  upon  that 
distinction  as  real  and  material.  In  case  of  an 
invasion  taking  place  before  a  declaration  of  war 
has  been  made,  certain  limited  authorities  are 
placed  in  the  President,  and  in  the  Executives  of 
the  several  States^  with  respect  to  the  armed  force ; 
but,  if  a  declaration  of  war  has  previously  taken 
place,  the  direction  of  that  force  is  placed  wholly 
m  the  hands  of  the  President  of  the  United  States. 
If  this  declaration  should  be  made,  he  should  still 
deem  it  a  war  of  defence  on  our  part.  Mr.  S. 
said  he  rose  to  declare  his  opinion  on  this  point, 
and  to  say  he  was  in  favor  of  the  motion  of  the 
gentleman  from  Connecticut. 

Mr.  Nicholas  supposed  there  could  have  been 
no  doubt  as  to  the  intention  of  the  gentleman  from 
Connecticut  in  bringing  forward  this  resolution, 
though  he  expected  it  would  have  been  found 
necessary  to  have  made  it  more  explicit.  If  the 
object  was,  as  he  had  no  doubt  it  was,  to  procure 
a  proposition  for  a  declaration  of  war.  he  hoped 
the  resolution  would  be  so  amended  as  to  embrace 
that  object.  At  presant,  it  was  quite  an  unmean- 
ing thing. 


Mr.  Qallatin  said,  if  he  understood  the  resolu* 
tion,  it  proposed  the  appointment  of  a  committee, 
to  declare  what  is  the  state  of  things  between  this 
country  and  France.  He  could  not  see  with 
what  propriety  Congress  could  declare  a  state- 
ment of  facts  by  a  legislative  act.  It  would  be  a 
little  curious  to  pass  a  law  to  declare  Mr.  Qerry 
has  no  authority  to  treat  with  the  French  Got- 
ernment;  or  to  declare  that  this  room  is  sixty  feet 
long,  or  any  other  fact.  If  the  committee  were 
to  report  what  was  necessary  to  be  done,  he  could 
see  tne  use  of  such  a  report.  • 

Mr.  Lton  observed,  that  though  this  resolutioa 
was  not  so  exf^icit  as  gentlemen  nught  wish,  yet 
such  as  it  was,  he  was  desirous  it  should  pasa. 
He  wished  to  know  the  state  of  the  country. 
Some  say  we  are  at  war;  others  that  we  are  in  a 
state  of  hostility;  others  at  peace.  He  wished  to 
see  a  report  on  the  subject.  He  had  considered 
the  country  as  in  waf  for  some  time;  if  he  wma 
mistaken,  he  was  desirous  his  mistake  should  be 
rectified.  If  we  are  at  war,  it  would  be  well  te 
request  the  President  to  get  us  peace  as  soon  as 
he  can. 

The  question  on  the  resolution  was  put  and 
ne^tived,  without  a  division. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Oti8.  the  House  went  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  to  take  into  consideration  the  bill  from 
the  Senate  declaring  our  treaties  with  France 
void  and  of  no  efiect.  The  committee  being 
formed,  and  the  bill  having  been  read, 

Mr.  LiviNOSTON  called  for  the  reading  of  the 
treaties. 

Mr.  Gallatin  thought  it  would  be  sufficient  to 
h|ive  certain  parts  of  the  treaties,  which  he  men* 
tioned,  read.  Mr.  Livingston  consented;  bat 
Mr.  Lyon  persisted  in  the  motion  for  reading  the 
whole.  On  the  question  being  taken,  he  only  rose 
in  favor  of  it.  Tne  parts  of  the  treaties  called  foe 
by  Mr.  G.  were  read. 

Mr.  Sbwall  said  some  doubts  nwht  be  enter- 
tained, perhaps,  as  to  the  propriety  of  this  meas- 
ure. It  is  certainly  a  novel  doctrine  to  pass  a 
law  declaring  a  treaty  void ;  but  the  necessity 
arose  from  the  peculiar  situation  of  this  country. 
In  most  countries  it  is  in  the  power  of  the  Chief 
Magistrate  to  suspend  a  treatv  whenever  ^e  thinks 
proper ;  here  Con^press  only  nas  thatpower.  We 
have,  said  he,  during  this  session,  in  a  varietv  of 
cases, suspended  the  treaties  in  question,  by  author- 
izing measures  of  hostility  against  France,  con- 
trary to  the  stipulations  contained  therein.  He 
believed  it  would  be  proper,  therefore,  to  set  aside 
these  treaties  by  legal  authority.  But  ne  confessed 
to  do  this,  in  the  manner  proposed  by  the  Senate^ 
would,  at  least  be  inconvenient  He  could  not 
conceive  that  tne  Senate  meant  to  go  so  far  as  this 
bill  goes.  We  ought  not  to  say  the  treaties  are 
void  and  of  no  effect.  They  must  have  efibct  as 
historical  fincts;  they  must  nave  efiect  in  our  ap- 
peal to  the  worlds  on  the  ground  of  tneir  having 
been  violated,  and  in  our  claim  upon  France  oa 
account  ot  those  violations.  There  are  also  other 
articles  which  must  have  efiect  in  case  of  war. 
He  alluded  to  the  articles  which  respect  tlie  skua* 
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tion  of  French  citizens  in  this  countrv,  or  Ameri- 
can citizens  in  France,  after  war  shall  haye  been 
declared  by  either  Power.  Mr.  S.^  therefore,  pro- 
posed a  new  form  of  a  bill^  more  simple  and  with 
a  much  shorter  preface,  viz :  ^*  that,  whereas  the 
treaties  have  been  in  numerous  instances  violated, 
they  are  no  longer  to  be  considered  as  law  within 
the  United  States,"  &c.  It  also  proposed  that 
any  claim  or.  restraint,  stipulated  by  the  said 
treaties,  shall  be  abrogated  and  annulled. 

The  Chairman  said  this  motion  was  not  in  or* 
der,  and  could  not  be  received. 

Mr.  Nicholas  saw  no  difference  between  the 
substitute  proposed  and  the  original  bill.  The 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  wished  to  retain 
the  provision  relative  to  the  residence  of  the  citi- 
zens of  either  country,  after  declaration  of  war 
shall  have  taken  place ;  but  could  that  gentleman 
for  a  moment  suppose  that  he  could  annul  one 
part  of  a  treaty  and  preserve  other  parts?  The 
idea  appeared  to  him  a  very  extraordinary  one. 

Mr.  KuTLEUGE  hoped  the  committee  would  rjse, 
and  that  the  bill  would  be  referred  to  a  select 
committee.  He  believed  it  would  be  better  to  de- 
clare a  part  of  the  treaties  void  than  the  whole, 
which  he  thought  might  with  propriety  be  done. 

Mr.  Nicholas  had  no  objection  to  the  com- 
mittee's rising;  but  he  could  not  believe  we 
could  take  such  parts  of  a  treaty  as  we  liked,  and 
declare  the  rest  void. 

Mr.  Dana  believed  that  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  did  not  rightly  apprehend  what  had  been 
said  by  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts.  Mr. 
D.  admitted  the  impropriety  of  declaring  void  and 
of  no  effect  a  le^al  instrument  which  was  orisi- 
nally  valid.  In  his  opinion  this  impropriety  might 
be  avoided,  and  the  object  of  the  bill  attained,  by 
a  different  phraseology.  He  believed  a  proper 
mode  of  acting  upon  this  business  would  be,  to  de- 
clare the  stipulations  of  the  French  treaties  no 
longer  obligatory  on  the  United  States.  This  we 
maty  justly  do  in  consequence  of  their  being  dis- 
regarded bv  France. 

As  to  the  effect  of  such  a  declaration,  he  ac- 
knowledged that  it  must  be  regarded  as  abrogating 
all  those  articles  of  the  treaties  which  are  execu- 
tory, such  as  stipulate  for  the  future  conduct  of 
the  parties.  A^eeing  thus  far  with  the  gentle- 
man from  Virgmia,he  would  consent  most  cheer- 
fully that  all  such  articles  should  be  set  aside,  as 
they  respect  both  countries.  But  th^  declaration 
would  not  have  any  effect  on  articles  which  are 
executed,  such  as  contain  cessions  or  renuncia- 
tions of  territorial  claims,  and  where  a  correspond- 
ing possession  has  taken  place.  The  operation  of 
these  articles  b  completed,  and  cannot  be  reversed 
by  the  declaration  now  proposed. 

Mr.  D.  then  moved  to  anend  the  enacting 


treaties  heretofore  concluded  between  the  United 
States  and  France,  and  that  the  same  shall  not 
henceforth  be  regarded  as  lejraily  obligatory  on 
the  Gfovernment  or  citizens  of  the  Unitra  States." 
Mr.  Otis  approved  of  this  motion,  and,  after  a 


few  observations  by  him  in  favor  of  it,  the  ques- 
tion was  put  and  (Carried  upon  it  without  a  division. 

Mr.  O.  then  moved  to  strike  out  the  whole  of 
this  preamble ;  which  motion  being  carried, 

Mr.  Dana  proposed  that  the  reasons  for  passing 
this  bill  should  be  condensed  in  the  preamble,  to 
read  as  follows :  "  Wheretfs,  the  treaties  conclu- 
ded between  the  United  States  and  France  have 
been  repeatedly  violated  on  the  part  of  the  French 
Government,  and  the  just  claims  of  the  United 
States  lor  reparation  of  the  injuries  so  committed 
have  been  refused ;  and  their  attempts  to  negotiate 
an  amicable  adjustment  of  all  complaints  between 
the  two  nations  have  been  repelled  with  indignity;* 
and  whereas,  under  the  authority  of  the  French 
Gk>vernment,  there  is  yet  pursued  a^^st  the 
United  States  a  system  of  predatory  violence  in* 
fracting  the  said  treaties,  and  hostile  to  the  rights 
of  a  free  and  independent  nation,  therefore,"  d^. 

The  question  on  the  preamble  was  put  and  car- 
ried—41  to  38. 

The  committee  then  rose,  and  the  House  took 
up  the  amendments.  On  the  Question  being  put 
on  agreeing  to  the  new  preamble^ 

Mr.  Bayaro  said  he  thought  it  more  in  detail 
than  was  necessary.  He  thought  it  more  like  a 
State  paper  than  the  preamble  of  a  law.  He 
thought  the  preamble  ought  to  go  no  further  than 
to  state  sufficient  ground  for  the  act,  which  was 
about  to  be  done  9  and  he  took  it  for  granted  that 
whenever  a  nation  violates  an  essential  article  of 
a  treatv,  it  is  competent  for  the  other  party  to  de- 
clare the  treaty  no  longer  binding  upon  them.  He, 
therefore^  moved  to  strike  out  all  the  preamble 
after  saving  the  treaties  have  been  fre(]^uentlv  vio- 
lated. As  to  the  French  having  committed  depre- 
dations upon  our  commerce,  aujd  refused  to  neg[o- 
tiate  with  our  Commissioners,  thoiu;h  these  cir- 
cumstances may  be  a  just  cause  or  war,  he  did 
not  know  whether  they  were  sufficient  ground 
upon  which  to  declare  a  treaty  void. 

Mr.  KiTTBBA  was  against  striking  out.  He 
could  not  agree  that  there  could  be  causes  for  a 
declaration  of  war,  which  are  not  also  causes  for 
setting  aside  a  treatv.  The  reverse  of  this  positicm 
appeared  to  him  to  oe  true,  viz :  that  there  might 
be  causes  for  declaring  a  treaty  void,  which  would 
not  be  causes  of  war. 

Mr.  Craik  was  in  favor  of  the  preamble  as  it 
stood. 

Mr.  GoBUON  hoped  the  amendment  would  not 
prevail.  It  ought  to  be  considered  that  if  this 
bill  passed  into  a  law,  it  would  be  considered  as  a 
novel  thing.  It  will  be  tantamoont  to  a  State 
declaration  to  annul  a  treaty,  and  there  ought  to 
be  the  grounds  annexed  to  it  which  had  led  to  the 
measure ;  and  though  the  gentleman  from  Dela-> 
ware  is  desirous  of  stating  a  sufficient  cause,  he 
did  not  think  his  motion  went  far  enough.  The 
practice  of  nations  is,  that  when  injuries  are  done, 
reparation  is  demanded ;  and.it  was  necessary  in 
his  opinion,  to  state  that  this  demand  had  Wen 
made  in  vain,  and  that  the  injuries  complained  of 
are  still  continued. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  hoped  the  amendment  would  be 
adopted.    He  di:diked  preamblesverf  muely  The 
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reasons  given  by  the  gentleman  from  Delaware 
in  favor  of  his  motion  he  thought  well  founded. 
It  would  be  much  better  to  give  one  good  reason  for 
declaring  the  treaties  no  longer  binding,  than 
several  doubtful  ones.  In  his  opinion  there  were 
some  of  this  description  as  the  preamble  stands 
at  present.  He  did  not  know  that  a  reparation 
for  injuries  had  been  refused  bv  France.  He  had 
seen  nothing  like  an  absolute  demand  made  upon 
the  French  Government  The  Bnvoys  were  em- 
powered to  make  the  demand;  but,  from  their 
not  having  been  duly  received^  the  demand  was 
sever  made.  If  it  were  made,  it  is  clear  it  has  not 
been  complied  with ;  but  we  have  no  evidence  of 
of  its  having  been  refused  to  be  complied  with. 
On  the  contrary,  we  see  that  on  the. 3d  of  April, 
Talleyrand  had  fixed  a  day  on  which  he  proposed 
to  treat  with  Mr.  GJerry  on  the  subject  or  the  dis- 

Sates  between  the  two  countries.  We  have  not 
eard  the  result  of  the  conference ;  but  it  may 
have  happened  that  Mr.  Talleyrand  has  offered  to 
make  complete  reparation  for  the  injuries  com- 
mitted on  our  commerce,  and  this  intelligence 
may  arrive  here  a  fortnight  hence,  and  then  a 
declaration  of  this  sort  would  not  have  a  good 
appearance.  He  thought,  therefore,  it  would  be 
better  to  strike  these  words  out  t^an  to  retain 
them. 

Mr.  S.  presumed  it  was  not  yet  sedition  for  him 
to  say  that  he  believed  proposals  to  treat  would  be 
made  to  our  Commisioners,  independent  of  any 
tribute,  and  such  as  this  country  might  with  honor 
accept.  He  hoped,  therefore,  no  difficulty  would 
be  placed  in  the  way,  by  passing  the  preamble  as 
it  now  stands. 

Mr.  Dana  was  not  generally  in  favor  of  affix- 
ing preambles  to  laws.  Whenever  the  subject  is 
such  that  it  is  obviously  competent  for  the  Legis- 
lature to  act  upon  it ;  whenever  the  act  proposed 
is,  from  its  nature,  completely  within  the  usual 
Legislative  powers,  and,  without  any  explanatipn, 
appears  pectectly  consistent  with  national  honor 
and  propriety,  a  preamble  is  unnecessary.  But  ought 
this  to  be  said  of  the  subject  under  consideration  ? 
Whence  is  it  that  the  United  States  may  abrogate 
the  treaties  with  France  1  Is  it  because  the  L^s- 
lature  may,  at  pleasure,  set  aside  a  treaty  ?  If  it 
is  proper  to  do  this,  without  any  external  cause, 
a  preamble  is  needless  in  the  m-esent  instance. 
According  to  his  view  of  the  subject,  the  act  was 
founded  on  a  different  principle.  France  has  vio- 
lated the  faith  pledged  by  her  treaties  with  Amer- 
ica :  this,  by  the  law  of  nations,  puts  it  within  the 
option  of  tne  Legislature  to  decide,  as  a  question 
of  expediency,  whether  the  United  States  shall 
any  longer  continue  to  observe  their  stipulations. 
It  18  owing  to  the  perfidy  of  the  French  Grovem- 
ment  that  the  abro^tion  of  our  treaties  with  that 
nation  has  become  justifiable  and  necessary.  As 
an  American,  he  hoped  the  United  States  would 
alleys  regard  the  faith  due  to  treaties,  and  that  all 
their  acts  would,  on  the  face  of  them,  appear  con- 
sistent with  it.  In  this  respect,  he  wished  the 
conduct  of  the  American  Government  to  exhibit 
a  marked  contrast  to  French  perfidy.  It  is  of  im- 
portaBce  to  the  fairdess  of  our  national  character. 


Therefore  it  is  that  the  facts  should  be  stated  which 
have  led  to  this  measure. 

The  gentleman  from  Delaware,  in  support  of 
the  amendment  which  he  has  moved,  supiK>ses  it 
sufficient  to  state  one  cause  for  setting  aside  the 
treaties.  He  is  understood  to  admit  that  a  suffi- 
cient cause  should  be  stated.  In  this  principle,  said 
Mr.  D.,  we  sgre  agreed.  But  the  questioi\  arises, 
whether  a  violation  of  the  treaties  on  the  part  of 
France  is,  of  itself,  sufficient  for  setting  them  aside? 
The  idea  of  Mr.  D.  was,  that  it  would  not  be  suffi- 
cient, according  to  the  liberal  principles  which 
should  be  cherisned  in  the  United  States.  A  treaty 
might  be  violated  by  the  imprudence  of  some 
person  in  authority,  or  by  persons  acting  without 
authority ;  and  yet  ine  foreign  Government,  on  pro- 
per representations,  might  be  willing  to  redress  the 
injury.  In  such  case,  it  would  ill  become  the  Grov- 
ernment  of  the  injured  party  immediately  to  dis- 
solve frien(|ly  connexions.  Why  is  it  now  deemed 
requisite  to  abrogate  the  treaties  by  which  this 
country  has  been  connected  with  France  ?  It  is 
because  France  has  not  only  violated  them,  but  has^ 
also  refused  that  attention  which  was  due  to  our 
representations  on  the  subject,  and  persists  in  the 
violation.  On  this  account,  and  in  order  to  show 
that  the  United  States  were  completely  justifiable 
in  taking  the  measure,  he  was  aeainst  the  amend- 
ment of  the  gentleman  from  Delaware,  and  in 
favor  of  retaining  the  several  clauses  of  the  pre- 
amble. 

A  gentleman  from  Maryland  (Mr.  Smith)  has 
declared  himself  in  favor  of  this  amendment,  be- 
cause, in  his  view,  there  is  no  proof  that  our  claim 
for  the  injuries  committed  on  our  rights,  as  a  neu- 
tral nation,  have  been  refused  to  be  adjusted  bf 
France.  The  reason  assigned  for  this  opinion  la 
so  extraordinary  that  it  may  astonish  every  man 
acquainted  with  subjects  of  this  nature.  It  is, 
that  the  French  would  not  receive  the  Envoys 
charged  with  this  business,  or  permit  thefr  speak- 
ing to  them,  althoujg^h  they  waited  for  months  at 
the  palace-gate  of  Directorial  Arrogance,  supplicat- 
ing in  vain  for  an  audience.  Were  the  gentleman 
from  Maryland  to  go  himself,  or  send  one  of  his 
clerks,  to  present  a  demand  for  a  sum  justly  due 
to  him,  if  his  debtor,  instead  of  discharging  or 
attending  to  the  account,  would  not  consent  even 
to  hear  him  on  the  subject,  but  should  kick  him 
from  the  door,  or  order  a  servant  to  do  it,  would 
not  the  gentleman  consider  such  conduct  as  a  re- 
fusal to  satisfy  the  demand.  He  who  knows  that 
claims  of  justice  merit  the  respect  of  Governments, 
as  well  as  of  individuals,  ana  ought  never  to  be 
neglected  without  reasonable  cause,  must  know 
that  evasions,  intentional  procrastination,  and 
affected  delays^  are  equivalent  to  a  refusal  of  sat- 
isfaction. This  is  the  doctrine  of  reason,  of  com- 
mon sense,  of  municipal  law,  and  of  the  law  of 
nations.  The  ifkcts  stated  in  the  preamble,  there- 
fore, are  strictly  true ;  they  are  established  by  the 
very  statement  which  the  ^ntleman  has  made  to 
disprove  them.  And  sincelie  has  made  a  question 
on  the  subject,  it  is  of  additional  importance  for 
the  Legislature  to  declare  its  conviction  of  their 
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Mr.  Craik  believed,  with  the  gentleman  from 
Connecticut,  last  up,  that,  from  the  declaration  of 
his  colleague,  th  is  question  was  of  consequence.  He 
believed  gentlemen  wore  now  called  upon  to  tes- 
tify to  the  truth  of  this  statement,  since  it  had  been 
doubted.  The  people  ought  not  to  be  left  in  doubt 
on  this  subject. 

Mr.  Otis  said,  exactly  the  same  effect  which 
had  been  produced  upon  the  mind  of  the  gentleman 
last  up,  was  also  produced  upon  his.  Before  he 
had  heard  the  arguments  of  the  eentleman  from 
Maryland  in  its  favor,  he  intended  to  vote  for  the 
motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Delaware,  as  being 
more  concise,  and,  as  he  thought,  stating  sufficient 
ffTound  for  the  act  about  to  l^  passed ;  but.  when 
mat  gentleman  says  we  have  no  evidence  or  repar- 
ation for  the  injuries  committed  upon  our  com- 
merce bein^  refused  to  be  made,  the  abhorrence  he 
felt  at  the  idea  of  being  ranked  among  members 
of  this  opinion  would  lead  him  to  vote  against  it. 
He  believed  the  facts  stated  in  the  preamble  un- 
questionably true,  and  he  did  not  think  there  could 
have  been  a  man  in  the  United  States  who  had  a 
doubt  on  the  subiect.  He  believed  there  could  be 
no  doubt  that  when  a  sum  of  money  is  neglected 
to  be  paid,  when  due,  though  the  debtor  may  refuse 
to  see  any  person  authorized  to  make  the  demand, 
that  it  is  legally  refused  to  be  paid. 

If  the  documents  on  the  table  were  examined, 
Mr.  O.  said  it  would  be  found,  that  so  far  from 
Mr.  Talleyrand  having  listened  to  the  claims  of 
our  Commissioners,  he  had  expressed  his  surprise 
that  they  should  have  been  made,  alleging  that 
the  priority  of  claim  was  on  the  part  of  the  French 
Government.  Mr.  O.  made  several  other  obser- 
vations, when  he  concluded  by  saying,  that  if  any 
offers  of  pacification  were  made  by  men  of  the 
description  of  those  at  present  in  power  in  the 
Frencn  Directory,  he  should  have  no  confidence 
in  them :  he  should  think  them  insidious,  and  that 
they  originated  in  their  fears,  and  were  intended 
to  effect  our  ruin. 

Mr.  Harper  said  he  would  say  only  a  few  words 
in  justification  of  his  vote  in  favor  of  the  present 
motion.  He  disliked  preambles  altogether.  He 
voted  against  the  one  from  the  Senate,  and  he 
should  be  in  favor  of  reducing  this ;  for,  if  we  must 
have  a  preamble,  he  thought  the  less  the  better. 
It  is  the  business  of  the  Legislature,  Mr.  H.  said, 
to  pass  laws ;  if  a  manifesto  is  proper  to  be  pub- 
lished on  this  occasion,  it  would  more  properly 
fall  under  the  Executive  department  It  is  his 
business  to  issue  State  papers,  and  he  could  do  it 
much  better  than  it  could  be  done  in  this  House. 
He  was  sorry  it  should  be  thought  necessary  to 
have  any  preface  at  all  to  the  law,  as  it  was  de- 
parting from  a  good  old  rule  laid  down  by  Con- 
gress. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  was  not  convinced,  by  anything 
that  had  been  said  against  this  nSotion,  that  what 
he  had  before  stated  was  ill  founded.  It  hhd  been 
asked  whether,  if  he  sent  three  persons  to  demand 
a  debt,  and  the  debtor  ordered  them  away  without 
seeing:  them,  he  should  not  consider  the  act  as  a 
refusal  to  pay.  He  answered,  he  should.  But  he 
would  put  a  case,  which  he  thought  more  in  point. 


Were  he  to  send  three  persons  to  settle  an  account 
wi^  a  debtor,  and  he  were  to  send  two  of  theia 
home  a^ain,  but  keep  one,  and  promise  to  adjust 
the  business  with  him.  he  should  naturally  expect 
he  would  do  so,  and  should  not  think  of  proceed* 
ing  to  any  rigorous  measures  with  him,  untU  he 
heard  the  result. 

The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  has  said  that 
he  can  never  consent  to  accept  of  any  terms  from 
the  present  Executive  Directory,  as  he  shall  conn 
sijder  them  insidious,  and  not  to  be  relied  upoDv 
After  a  two-)rears  war,  perhaps,  he  may  be  of  » 
different  opinion.  Mr.  S.  said  he  should  be  as 
unwilling  as  any  man  to  accept  of  anv  terms  froia 
the  French  Government  which  would  be  derogar 
tory  to  the  United  States;  but  if  the  Directory  will 
engage  that  all  the  depredations  upon  our  com- 
merce'shall  cease,  and  will  offer  to  treat  with  us  oa 
equitable  terms,  (which  he  did  not  think  impro- 
bable,) he  should  be  for  acceding,  most  cheerfully, 
to  the  proposal. 

Mr.  Gallatin  said  he  should  vote  against  the 
motion  to  strike  out  a  part  of  the  preamble  agreed 
to  in  the  Committee  of  the  Whole.  He  was  of 
opinion  with  gentlemen  that  it  was  better  to  pass 
lawsj  in  general,  without  preambles ;  but  this  pro* 
ceeding  is  altogether  of  a  novel  nature.  He  knew 
of  no  precedent  of  a  Legislature  repealing  ^  treaty. 
It  is  therefore  an  act  of  a  peculiar  kind,  and  it 
appeared  to  him  necessary  that  Congress  should 
justify  it  by  a  declaration  of  their  reasons.  Nor 
could  he  understand  the  argument  of  the  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina,  when  he  said  the  Exe- 
cutive department  was  better^  calculated  for  the 
publishing  of  a  manifesto  than  the  Legislature,  at^ 
m  other  words,  could  assign  the  reasons  that  inSSu- 
enced  Congress,  better  than  Congress  themselves. 
If,  then,  a  preamble  is  to  be  adopted,  it  ought  to 
contain  those  reasons  which  operated  in  producing 
the  law.  He  thought  this  would  be  more  cor- 
rectly stated  by  leaving  the  preamble  as  it  is,  than 
by  adopting  the  amendment. 

There  was  also  another  reason  for  preserving 
the  preamble  as  at  present.  The  French  have  vio- 
lated the  Treaty  of  Commerce  made  with  this 
country  :  but  it  would  be  rather  difficult  for  any 
gentleman  to  show  that  repeated  violations  have 
taken  place  of  our  Treaty  ot  Alliance  with  France. 
The  ground  of  complaint  is,  that  France  has  vio- 
lated the  Treaty  of  Commerce  between  the  two 
countries,  and  the  laws  of  nations,  and  not  the 
Treaty  of  Alliance;  and,  therefore,  a  breach  of  that 
treaty  is  not  the  reason  why  it  is  set  aside.  Besides, 
if  repeated  violations  of  a  treaty  are  sufficiept  rea- 
sons for  setting  it  aside,  it  could  not  be  forgotten 
that  certain  orders  had  been  issued  by  another 
country,  which  are  not  conformable  to  our  treaty 
with  that  Power.  So,  that  it  is  not  sufficient  to 
say,  that  because  a  treaty  has  been  violated,  we  will 
repeal  it ;  but  we  ought  to  show  to  the  world  that 
repeated  attempts  have  been  made,  in  vain,  to  ob- 
tain redress. 

But  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  is  apprehen- 
sive that  the  statement  of  the  French  Government 
having  refused  to  make  reparation  for  the  injuries 
committed  upon  our  commerce4;ould  not  be  cor- 
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rect  from  the  possibility  of  Mr.  Gerry  having  suc- 
ceeaed  in  making  a  treaty  since  the  date  of  our 
last  despatches.  He  acknowledged  there  was  a 
bare  possibility  of  the  fact  being  so ;  but  this  ouffht 
to  operate  as  a  reason  against  passing  the  bill  at 
all,  and  riot  against  the  preamble. 

Mr.  Edmond  said,  he  voted  for  rejecting  the  Sen- 
ate's preamble.  It  appeared  to  him  that  no  pream- 
ble was  necessary.  For,  if  it  were  necessary  to 
state  the  reasons  which  induced  the  passing  of  this 
act.  it  would  be  proper  to  state  all  the  reasons ; 
ana  to  do  that  would  be  a  work  of  considerable 
time ;  and,  upon  the  facts  stated,  there  mi^ht  pro- 
bably be  a  considerable  difference  of  opinion.  If 
teasons  were  stated  for  passing  this  law,  and,  at  a 
fotme  day, when  an  adjustment  of  differences  should 
take  place,  the  nesotiatior  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States  were  to  adduce  other  reasons  for  p«issing 
diis  act  than  are  stated  in  this  preamble,  it  might 
be  said  by  the  negotiator,  on  the  part  of  France, 
why  do  you  muster  up  complaints  now,  which  you 
did  not  think  of  when  the  law  passed  ?  He  there- 
fare  thought  it  would  be  best  to  pass  the  law  with- 
out a  preamble  at  nil. 

No  question  in  the  laws  of  nations,  Mr.  B.  said, 
was  more  clear,  than  that,  when  a  treaty  is  viola- 
lated  by  one  nation,  the  other  party^  who  has  main- 
tained good  faith,  may  either  discharge  them- 
selves from  the  obligations  of  it,  or,  if  friendly  dis- 
posed, they  may  set  on  foot  a  negotiation,  or  they 
may  declare  war,  without  doing  either  of  the  other 
two.  He  laid  it  down  as  a  further  principle,  that 
where  there  are  several  treaties  in  existence  be- 
tween two  countries,  and  one  of  them  is  violated, 
^le  injured  party  may  demand  satisfaction  ;  and  if 
it  be  not  given,  they  may  declare  the  whole  of  the 
treaties  void.  He  therefore  was  of  opinion  that 
France  having  violated  our  treaty  with  her,  w^ 
have  a  right,  without  assi^rning  any  reason  for  it, 
to  set  it  aside ;  and  as  we  have  repeatedly  applied 
to  them  for  redress,  and  they  have  refused  to  grant 
it  we  have  a  right  to  reject  the  whole,  or  to  de- 
clare war,  without  assigning  any  reason  whatever. 
However,  if  we  wish  to  appear  fair  in  the  eyes  of 
tbe  world,  we  may,  if  we  please,  assign  a  reason 
(6t  our  act ;  but,  in  this  case,  he  would  either  give 
all  the  reasons  which  exist,  or  make  them  as  precise 
as  possible.  He  should,  therefore,  vote  in  favor  of 
striking  out  the  words  in  question. 

Th^  question  to  strike  out  was  negatived ;  and 
tlie  question  bein^  taken  on  the  preamble,  it  was 
carried — there  being  53  votes  for  it. 

The  bill  was  ordered  for  a  third  reading  this 
day.  It  afterwards  received  its  third  reading,  and 
was  passed — yeas  47,  nays  37,  as  follows : 

Ybab — John  Allen,  George  Baer,  jr.,  Bailey  Bartlett, 
JSs.  A.  Bayard,  David  Brodks,  Stephen  Bullock,  Chris- 
tspher  G.  UhampKn,  John  Chapman,  James  Cochran, 
Joahua  Colt,  WUHam  Craik,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  George 
Bent,  William  Edmond,  Abiel  Forter,  Dwight  Foater, 
Jooadian  Freeman,  Henry  Glen,  Channcey  Goodrich, 
T^niliam  Gordon,  Roger  Griswold,  William  Barry  Grove, 
Jtobert  Goodloe  Hamr,  Thomas  Hartley,  William  Hind- 
man,  Hezekiah  L.  Hoamer,  Jaa.  H.  Imlay,  John  Wilkes 
Bjttera,  Samuel  Lyman,  William  Matthews,  Harrison 
O.  Otis,  Isaac  Parker,  John  Reed,  John  RuUedge,  jr.. 


James  Sehureman,  Samuel  Sewall,  Wiffiam  Sbepaid, 
Tboa.  Sinnickson,  Samuel  Sitgreaves,  Nathaniel  SmMi, 
Peleg  Sprague,  George  Thatdier,  Richard  Thomas,  Mark 
Thomson,  Thomas  TiUtnghast,  John  E.  Van  Also,  and 
Peleg  Wadawoith. 

Nats — Abraham  Baldwin,  David  Bard,  Thoa.  BlouDt, 
Demaey  Barges,  Thomas  Claiborne,  William  Charles 
Cole  Claiborne,  John  Clopton,  John  Darwson,  Thomas 
Evans,  John  Fowler,  Albert  Gallatin,  Jamee  Gil]ei|«B, 
Andrew  Gregg^  ichn  A.  Hanna,  Carter  B.  HarriaoM, 
Jonathan  N.  Havens,  Joaej^  Hdater,  David  Holmea^ 
Walter  Jonee,  Edward  Livingston,  Matthew  Locke,  Mat- 
thew Lyon,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Blair  McClenachan, 
Joseph  McDowell,  Anthony  New,  John  Nicholas,  Sam- 
uel Smith,  William  Smith,  Richard  Sprigg,  jr.,  Richard 
Stanford,  Thomas  Sumter,  John  Tngg,  Philip  Van 
Cortlandt,  Joseph  B.  Yamum,  Abraham  Tenable,  and 
Robert  Williams. 

PROVISIONAL  ARMY. 

Mr.  Harper  said,  the  addition  whicb  had  been 
made  to  the  Standing  Army  of  the  United  States, 
since  he  brought  forward  some  resolutions  on  the 
subject  of  defence,  rendered  a  part  of  those  resolu- 
tions unnecessary.  He  yet  wished,  however,  the 
two  last  of  those  resolutions,  relative  to  procuring 
additional  vessels  of  war  and  establishing  docE 
yards,  to  be  entered  into,  together  with  tne  two 
following : 

*<  Resolvedf  That  it  is  expedient  to  add  to  the  Provi- 
sional Army  of  the  United  States  such  number  of  non- 
commissioned officers  and  privates,  with  a  suitable  num- 
ber of  commisioned  officers,  aa  vdll  augment  the  said 
Army  to  thirty  thousand  noi^-commissioned  officers  and 
privates ;  the  said  additional  number  to  be  raised  on 
the  like  contingencies,  and  the  commissioned  offioera  to 
be  appointed  and  paid  in  like  manner,  aa  k  provided 
respectinff  the  said  Army  by  existing  laws. 

**  Eeaohed,  That  it  is  expedient  to  enable  the  Preai- 
dent  of  the  United  States  to  raise,  immedtataly,  and 
bring  into  effectual  aervice,  such  number  of  non-com- 

misioned  officers  for  the  said  Army,  not  exceeding 

hundred,  as  he  may  judge  advantageous  to  the  aame  ; 
the  said  non-commissioned  officers  to  be  organixed  and 
trained  in  such  manner  as  he  shall  prescribe,  and  to  do 
duty  as  a  separate  corpa,  or,  otherwise,  till  their  services 
in  the  said  Army  shall  be  required." 

These  resolutions  were  referred  to  a  Committee 
of  the  whole  House. 

A  bill  was  received  from  the  Senate  for  estab- 
lishing an  office  of  Accountant  of  the  Navy,  dbc^ 
which  was  committed. 

The  House  went  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  bill  relative  to  the  compensation  of  certain 
officers  employed  in  the  collection  of  imposts  and 
tonnage ;  when  the  first  section,  which  related  to 
offices  at  Tappahannock  and  Georgetown,  was 
stricken  out,  and  the  bill  ordered  to  be  ehgrossed 
for  a  third  reading. 

SiTURDAT,  July  7. 
Mr.  Harper,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  resolution  respecting  the  belances  due 
from  certain  States,  made  a  report,  recommending 
some  alterations  in  the  form  of  it ;  which,  having 
been  twice  read, 
Mr.  Corr  moved  a  postponement^'  the  coasid- 
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wadon  of  this  report  till  next  session.  The  ques- 
tion was  negatived,  33  to  29 — and  the  report  was 
committed. 

The  bill  making  (iirther  appropriation  for  the 
additional  naval  armament,  and  the  bill  establish- 
ing an  annual  salary  for  the  Surveyor  of  the  port 
of  Gloucester,  were  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

INCREASE  OP  THE  ARMY. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  called  the  order  of  the  day  on  the 
bill  to  augment  the  Army  of  the  United  States. 
The  House  aecordioglv  went  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  that  suoject,  when  several  amend- 
ments were  agreed  to.  The  bill  proposed  that 
non-commissioned  officers  and  privates  should  not 
be  less  than  18,  nor  more  than  45  years  of  age, 
nor  less  than  five  feet  three  inches  in  height,  mu- 
sicians excepted.  These  words  were  moved  to 
be  struck  out,  for  the  purpose  of  inserting  words 
which  should  leave  this  matter  to  the  discretion 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  on  the 
ground  that  there  might  be  youths  of  a  less  age 
than  18,  and  of  a  less  size  tbap  five  feet  three 
inches,  who  would  make  good  soldiers. ,  The  mo- 
tion was  carried— 41  to  23. 

Mr.  Allen  moved  to  increase  the  pay  of  the 
private  soldiers  to  six  dollars  a  month. 

Mr.  Macon  wished  it  to  be  six  dollars  and 
sixty-seven  'cents. 

Mr.  QoRDON  Was  in  favor  of  six  dollars  and  fifty 
cents. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  thought  five  dollars  would  be 
sufficient. 

After  some  debate,  the  highest  sum  was  nega- 
tived without  a  division.  The  sense  (^  the  com- 
mittee was  then  taken  on  six  dollars  and  fifty 
o«nts,  and  negatived,  there  being  only  21  votes  for 
it ;  and  six  dollars  was  carried— 41  to  36. 

Mr.  KiTTBRA  moved  to  strike  out  the  words 
Prench  Republic,  und  to  insert  in  their  place 
'^  France  and  her  possessions." 

Mr.  S.  Smith  could  see  no  difference  between 
tke  t^^o  expressions.  He  wished  the  ^ntleman 
to  show  wherein  the  difference  consisted. 

Mr.  KiTTERA  said,  at  present  the  men  were  to 
be  engaged  during  the  continuance  of  the  dispute 
between  this  country  and  the  French  Republic. 
If  this  were  to  be  settled,  though  we  might  yet 
have  a  dispute  with  some  of  her  possessions  from 
l3ie  prosecution  of  this  war,  the  men  would  oe  dis- 
charged. And  it  could  not  be  forgotten  that  a 
report  had  been  in  existence,  which  he  thou|;ht 
likely  enoagh  to  be  true,  respectii^r  a  secret  article 
in  the  treaty  between  France  and  Spain,  by  whichx 
a  cession  or  the  Floridas  and  Louisiana  was  made 
to  France.  There  was  also  another  consideration 
which  he  thought  ought  to  be  attended  to. 
France,  at  the  time  we  may  have  to  negotiate 
with  her,  may  have  changed  her  form^f  Govern- 
ment, and  have  become  a  monarchy,  a  military 
despotism,  an  aristocracy,  or  some  otner  form  of 
GK>Temm^Bt,  which  might  produce  some  incon- 
Tenience,  if  the  present  words  stood. 

Mr.  LrviNGSTON  said,  two  objections  were  made 
to  the  words  proposed  to  be  struck  out,  viz :  that 
France  laay  change  her  Government,  or  that  her 


colonies  may  become  independent.  As  to  the^rst,  he 
never  before  heard  a  doubt  expressed  that,  when  one 
nation  entered  into  a  contract  with  another,  the 
contract  continued,  notwithstanding  any  change 
of  Government  in  either  party,  until  it  was  abro- 

fited.  He  instanced  our  present  treaties  with 
ranee  which  were  made  under  the  monarchy  of 
France.  As  to  the  other  event,  the  gentleman 
seems  to  look  with  a  piercing  eye  into  futurity, 
when  he  sees  the  independence  of  the  present 
colonies  of  France.  But  this  case  is  so  remote, 
that  the  gentleman  might  as  weQ  provide  for 
keeping  the  Army  on  foot  in  case  of  a  war  with 
the  Kmperor  of  (iermany.  If  such  an  event  took 
place,  it  would  be  time  enough  to  provide  for  it 
when  it  happened ;  except,  indeed,  the  gentleman 
may  have  some  secret  information  on  this  sub- 
ject.    If  he  has  he  should  be  glad  to  see  it. 

Mr.  Dana  thought  it  right  to  make  our  laws  to 
refer  to  nations,  and  not  to  Grovemments.  He, 
therefore,  thought  the  expression  proposed  would 
be  better  than  that  now  used.  For  if  gentlemen 
were  disposed  to  give  the  French  Gbvernment  a 
title  which  would  T>e  gratifying  to  them,  French 
Republic  is  not  the  proper  term,  since  they  call 
themselves  the  Grand  Nation !  He  thought  they 
had  disgraced  the  name  of  Republic,  and^  as  he  es- 
teemed it,  he  did  not  wish  to  apply  it  to  that 
nation. 

Mr.  KiTTEHA  said  this  proposition  related  to  a 
contract  to  be  made  with  our  own  soldiers,  and  it 
ouffht  to  be  made  so  intelligible  as  not  to  be  mis- 
understood. It  was  well  known  that  during  our 
Revoludcmary  war,  very  disagreeable  circum- 
stances were  produced  by  the  condition  of  enlist- 
ing men  for  three  years,  or  until  the  end  of  the 
war.    He  wished  this  law  to  be  well  understood. 

Mr.  Gallatin  thought  if  his  colleague  had 
intended  to  make  this  law  understood,  he  should 
have  proposed  a  different  amendment  from  that 
which  he  had  proposed,  for  he  did  not  think  he 
could  himself  understand  the  motion  he  had  made. 
I>oes  the  gentleman  mean  that  it  is  possible,  that  af- 
ter we  have  made  a  peace  with  France,  we  can  be 
at  war  with  her  possessions  7  Or  did  he  mean  that 
some  of  her  present  possessions  may  have  become 
independent  and  that,  if  we  should  be  at  war 
with  them,  these  men  should  be  kept  in  service 
until  we  have  peace  with  them  ?  As  to  the  proba- 
bility of  our  being  at  war  with  Louisiana  and 
Florida,  because  they  may  have  become  inde- 
pendent, he  could  sec  none  such.  He  thought  it 
would  be  a  favorable  circumstance  for  the  U nited 
States  if  those  countries  were  to  become  a  dis- 
tinct republic.  Mr.  G.  hoped,  therefore,  if  his  col- 
lea^e  wished  to  make  the  law  intelligible  ta 
soldiers,  he  would  take  some  other  way  of  dof 
incit. 

Mr.  Kittera  altered  his  motion,  and  made  it  to 
strike  out  "  French  Republic,"  and  insert  FrancB, 

Mr.  Thatchbb  said  the  French  Government 
had  a  riffht,  if  they  thought  proper  to  exercise  it, 
to  call  their  Government  a  Republic,  in  the  saiae 
way  that  peo|^  in  this  country  were  in  the  habit  of 
naming  certain  black  creatores,  Cato,  Cletar,  4^,, 
who  certaioly  bore  oofesermbleiMsetatiMseheMes; 
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and  thoagh  France,  under  the  name  of  a  Republic, 
exercises  all  the  arbitrary  power  of  a  despotism, 
yet,  as  she  chooses  to  be  thus  styled,  he  did  not 
see  that  we  had  anything  to  do  with  it. 

Mr.  T.  Claiborne  said  it  mattered  not  to  us 
whether  France  discredited  the  title  she  had  taken 
or  not.  It  was  enough  for  us  that  she  had  taken 
it,  and  that  many  mi^ty  nations  had  been  obliged 
to  yield  it  to  her.  Even  Great  Britain  herself, 
was,  at  length,  obliged  to  do  it.  When  France 
spoKe  of  this  country,  she  would  do  so  by  the  name 
of  the  United  States.  How,  said  he,  did  we  ac- 
quire that  name  ?  By  fighting  for  it ;  and  she  has 
obtained  her  title  in  the  same  way.  But  does  the 
gentleman  who  moved  this  amendment  mean,  in 
ease,  after  we  are  at  peace  with  France,  we 
should  go  to  war  with  Spain,*  the  Dey  of  Algiers, 
or  any  other  Power,  that  we  shoula  still  retain 
these  men  ?  He  ho(>ed  not  No  men  would  be 
found  to  enlist  for  so  indefinite  a  term. 

Mr.  W.  Claiborne  thought  the  amendment 
wholly  unnecessary.  We  were,  he  said,  the  first 
nation  to  recognise  the  title  of  France  to  a  Re- 
publican Government,  and  we  claim  a  merit  from 
the  act,  and  were  we  now  to  decline  the  use  of  it, 
it  might  appear  as  if  we  expected  the  King  of 
England  was  about  to  enforce  his  title  of  King  of 
France.  When  we  speak  of  that  nation,  we  ought 
certainly  to  call  them  by  the  same  name  that  all 
other  nations  call  them.  Even  his  British  Ma- 
jesty, whose  hatred  of  that  country  must  be  full  as 
freat  as  that  of  the  Gk>vemment  of  the  United 
itates,  does  not  refuse  them  this  title. 
The  motion  was  put  and  negatived-— 46  to  26. 
Mr.  Harper  made  a  motion  to  increase  the  pay 
of  the  officers  of  the  Army ;  but  it  was  negatived, 
there  being  only  four  votes  for  it. 

Mr.  Allen  proposed  that  the  Government  of 
every  State  shoula  be  obliged  to  furnish  its  quota 
of  the  men  to  be  raised.  The  motion  was  not  se- 
conded. 

Mr.  Nicholas  moved  that  the  twelve  regiments 
should  be  struck  out  and  eight  inserted,  as  it  ori- 
ginally stood.  The  motion  was  negatived — yeas 
29,  nays  43,  as  follows : 

YsAS — David  Bard»  Lemuel  Benton,  Thomas  Blount, 
Bt^hen  Bullock,  Thomas  Claiborne,  William  Charles 
Cole  Claiborne,  John  Clopton,  John  Dawson,  Albert 
Gallatin,  James  Gillespie,  Jonathan  N.  Havens,  David 
Holmes,  Walter  Jones,  Matthew  Lyon,  Nathaniel  Ma- 
con, William  Matthews,  Joseph  McDk>well,  Anthony 
New,  John  Nicholas,  James  Sehoreman,  Samuel  Smith, 
Richard  Stanford,  Thomas  Sumter,  Thomas  Tilling- 
hast,  John  Trigg,  Philip  Van  Cortlandt,  Joseph  B. 
Yamum,  Abraham  Venable,  and  Robert  Williams. 

Nats— John  Allen,  George  Baer,  jr.,  Bailey  Bartlett, 
James  A.  Bayard,  David  Brooks,  Demsey  Burges, 
Christopher  G.  Champlin,  John  Chapman,  James  Coch- 
ran, Joehua  Coit,  William  Craik,  Samuel  W.  Dana, 
George  Dent,  William  Edmond,  Thomas  Evans,  Abiel 
Foster,  Dwight  Foster,  Jonathan  Freeman,  Henry 
Glen,  Chauncey  Goodrich,  WiUiam  Gordon,  Andrew 
Gregg,  Roger  Ghriswold,  William  Barry  Grove,  John  A. 
Hanna,  Thomas  Hartley,  WiUiam  Hindman,  Hezekiah 
L.  Homer,  John  Wilkes  Kittera,  Samuel  Lyman, 
Hairiaon  G.  Otis,  Isaac  Parker,  John  Reed,  John  Rut- 
ledge  jr^  Samuel  SewaU,  WiUiam  Shepard,  Nathaniel 


Smith,  Peleg  Sprague,  George  Thatcher,  Richard  The- 
mas,  Mark  Thomson,  John  £.  Van  Alen,  and  Peleg 
Wadsworth. 

The  Senate  informed  the  House  they  had  agreed 
to  the  amendments  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives to  the  bill  declaring  the  treaties  heretofore 
concluded  with  France  no  longer  obligatory  on 
the  United  States. 


Monday,  July  9. 
INCREASE  OF  THE  ARMY. 

The  bill  to  augment  the  Army  of  the  United 
States,  and  for  other  purposes,  was  read  the  third 
time,  when,  on  the  question  being  put  "  Shall  this 
bill  pass?" 

Mr.  S.  Smith  called  the  yeas  and  nays  upon 
the  question,  which  bein^  agreed  to  be  taken^  he 
hoped  those  gentlemen  who  had  voted  agamst 
having  twelve  additional  regiments  instead  of 
eight,  would  not  now  refuse  to  vote  for  the  pass- 
ing of  this  bill,  though  the  twelve  regiments  had 
been  agreed  to. . 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  taken  accordingly,  and 
the  question  was  carried — 60  votes  to  11,  as  fol- 
lows: 

Ykas— John  Allen,  George  Baer,  jr.,  Abraham  Bald- 
win, Bailey  Bartlett,  David  Brooks,  Stephen  Bullock, 
Bemsey  Burges,  Christopher  G.  Champlin,  Thomas 
Claiborne,  William  Charles  Cole  Claiborne,  James 
Cochran,  Joshua  Coit,  William  Craik,  Samuel  W. 
Dana,  George  Dent,  William  Edmond,  Thomas  Evans, 
Abiel  Foster,  Dwight  Foster,  Jonathan  Freeman,  Al- 
bert Gallatin,  James  Gillespie,  Henry  Glen,  Chaun- 
cey Goodrich,  William  (Gordon,  Andrew  Gregg,  Roger 
Griswold,  William  Barry  Grove,  John  A.  Hanna,  Ro- 
bert Goodloe  Harper,  Carter  B.  Harrison,  Thomas 
Hartley,  Jonathan  N.  Havens,  Joeeph  Heister,  Wfl- 
Uam  Hindman,  David  Holmes,  Hezekiah  L.  Hoemeor, 
Walter  Jones,  John  Wilkes  Kittera,  Edward  Ltring- 
ston,  Samuel  Lyman,  William  Matthews,  John  Nicho- 
las, Harrison  G.  Otis,  Isaac  Parker,  John  Reed,  John 
Rutledge,  jr.,  James  Schureman,  Samuel  Sewall,  Nap 
thaniel  Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  Peleg  Sprague,  Rkhaid 
Stanford,  George  Thatcher,  Richard  Thomas,  Thomas 
Tillinghast,  John  Trigg,  John  E.  Van  Alen,  PhDq^ 
Van  Cortlandt,  and  Joseph  B.  Yamum. 

Nats — Lemuel  Benton,  Thomas  Blount,  John  Clop- 
ton, John  Dawson,  Matthew  Locke,  Nathaniel  Macon, 
Blair  McClenachan,  Joseph  McDowell,  Anthony  New, 
William  Smith,  and  Thomas  Sumter. 

MARINE  CORPS. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
"  An  act  for  the  establishing  and  organizing  a  bat- 
talion of  infantry,  to  be  caUed  the  Marine  Corps," 
which  lay  on  the  table ;  whereupon, 

Resolved^  That  this  House  doth  agree  to  the 
said  amendiments. 

AMENDMENTS  TO  THE  CONSTITUTION. 
Mr.  D.  Foster  said,  the  Representatives  firoift 
the  State  of  Massachusetts  had  received  from  the 
Legislature  of  that  State  certain  propositions  of 
amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
Slates,  which  he  begged  leave  to  lay  before  the 
^ed  by  LjOO 
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House.  He  did  so.  The  ameadment  proposes 
that,  in  addition  to  the  qualifications  already  re- 
quired, no  person  shall  be  elected  President  or 
Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  or  a  Senator 
or  Representative  in  Congress,  except  a  natural- 
born  citizen,  or  a  resident  in  the  United  States  at 
and  since  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  ex- 
cept he  may  have  been  in  the  employment  of  the 
United  States  during  that  time.  Or,  if  this  pro- 
position should  not  be  agreeable,  they  propose  to 
exclude  all  persons  not  naturalized  at  the  passing 
of  the  amendment,  and  all  such  as  shall  not  have 
resided  fourteen  years  in  the  United  States  pre- 
vious to  their  election.  Mr.  F.  grounded  a  reso- 
lution upon  them,  which,  with  the  amendment, 
was  ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table. 
COMPENSATION   OF   REVENUE  0PPICER8. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
'^  An  act  to  regulate  and  fix  the  compensations  of 
officers  employed  in  the  collection  or  the  internal 
revenues  of  the  United  States,  and  to  insure  more 
effectually  the  settlement  of  their  accounts  f 
whereupon. 

Resolved^  That  this  House  doth  agree  to  the 
said  amendments,  with  amendments  to  the  fourth 
amendment. 

PUNISHMENT  OP  CRIMES. 

The  House,  on  motion,  went  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  in  addition  to  the  act  for 
the  punishment  of  certain  crimes  against  the  Unit- 
ed States;  when 

Mr.  S.  Smith  moved  to  strike  out  the  words 
^^by  any  writing,  printing,  or  speaking,  shall 
threaten  such  officer  or  person  in  public  trust,  with 
any  damage  to  his  character,  person,  or  estate,  or 
shall,"  as  he  conceived  them  to  be  in  direct  con- 
tradiction to  the  third  amendment  of  the  Constitu- 
tioD,  and  as  he  had  not  forgotten  the  oath  which 
.  he  had  taken  to  maintain  the  Constitution,  he 
could  never  consent  to  vote  for  these  words. 

Blr.  Dana  called  for  the  reading  of  that  part  of 
the  Constitution. 

Mr.  Thatcher  asked,  whether  if  a  Judge  was 
to  pronounce  judgment  in  a  case,  and  the  person 
upon  whom  it  was  passed  were  to  come  to  him 
and  threaten  to  shoot  him,  or  to  burn  his  house,  if 
he  suffered  the  sentence  to  be  executed,  would  it 
be  a  breach  of  the  Constitution  to  pass  a  law  to 
punish  him? 

Mr.  T.  Claiborne  viewed  the  principle  of  this 
bill  as  radically  wrong,  and  as  being  fraught  with 
the  most  serious  mischiefs  from  its  creating 
crimes  which  were  never  before  thought  of  in  this 
country.*  As  to  what  the  gentleman  from  Massa* 
chusetts  had  said  with  respect  to  a  person's  threat- 
ening the  life,  &«.,  of  a  Judge,  this  law  is  certain- 
ly not  necessary  to  punish  such  a  person.  He 
might  be  imprisoned  until  security  was  given  for 
his  better  behavior.  There  is  law  enough,  he  said, 
in  all  the  States,  to  provide  for  this.  Any  justice 
of  the  peace  could  exercise  that  power.  Why, 
then,  raise  an  imaginary  giant  for  the  purpose  of 
slaying  him  ?  He  had  no  fear  himself  of  any  evil 
arising  from  disaffection  to  the  Qovemment.    He 


believed  the  people  would  do  what  is  right  if  they 
are  not  oppressed.  He  hoped  the  House  would 
put  its  veto  upon  this  bill,  and  thereby  show  to 
the  people  that  they  want  their  willing,  aid,  and 
not  the  service  of  slaves.  Suppose,  said  he,  abu- 
sive paragraphs  are  published  against  the  Presi- 
dent, if  they  are  calumnies,  they  will  have  no 
weight ;  and  if  they  are  truth,  they  ought  to  be 
published.  Mr.  C.  concluded  by  moving  to  strike 
out  the  first  section  of  the  bill. 

M/.  S.  Smith  said,  he  should  vote  against  strik- 
ing out  the  first  section  of  the  bill,  with  the  hope 
that  his  amendment  would  be  adopted ;  but  if  it 
should  not  be  adopted,  he  should  hold  himself  at 
liberty  to  vote  for  striking  out  the  whole  section. 

The  motion  on  strikioff  out  the  whole  section 
was  put  and  negatived— liS  to  28. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  S.  Smith's 
motion ;  which  was  negatived — 40  to  38. 

Mr.  Harper  said,  he  had  strong  objections  to 
more  parts  of  this  bill  than  one ;  but  thev  lay 
principally  against  the  second  section.  He  snoula 
not  go  into  a  detail  as  to  the  particular  objections 
which  he  had  to  it,  but  would  move  to  strike  out 
all  the  words  after  the  enacting  clause,  for  the 
purpose  of  inserting  a  new  section,  (which  was  in 
the  substance  of  his  resolution  offered  to  the  House 
a  few  days  before.) 

After  some  debate  on  this  amendment,  in  the 
course  of  which  much  was  said  for  and  against 
the  Courts  of  the  United  States  having  common 
law  jurisdiction,  it  was  carried — 35  to  34. 

Mr.  Bayard  moved  to  strike*out  the  3d  sectioUi 
which  he  thought  unnecessary;  and  Mr.  Otis 
moved  also  to  strike  out  the  4tn  section ;  both  of 
which  motions  were  carried. 

Mr.  Harper  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  insert- 
ing a  new  section,  which  he  believed  must  result 
from  the  construction  of  the  bill  itself,  but  which 
he  believed  it  would  be  better  Nevertheless  to  have 
inserted,  viz :  "  Provided,  that  nothiujg  in  this  law 
shall  be  construed  to  extend  to  abridge  the  free- 
dom of  speech  and  of  the  press,  as  secured  by  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States." 

After  some  observations  on  the  subjeet,  Mr. 
Harper  withdrew  his  motion. 

Mr.  Batard  moved  to  amend  the  biU  by  a  new 
section  to  the  following  effect,  viz :  '^  And  if  any 
persqn  shall  be  prosecuted  under  this  act  for  writ- 
ing or  printing  any  libel,  he  shall  be  at  liberty,  in 
his  deiencej  to  give  in  justification  evidence  of 
the  truth  of  the  matter  contained  in  the  said  li- 
bel."   Agreed  to. 

Mr.  Harper  moved  to  limit  the  duration  of  the 
law  for  two  years. 

Mr.  Sprigo  moved  to  strike  out  two  years,  and 
to  insert  one  year. 

The  motion  thus  to  amend  the  section  was  car- 
ried, 45  votes  being  for  it,  and  then  the  section 
itself  was  agreed  to. 

The  committee  rose,  and  the  House  took  up 
the  amendments.  On  agreeing  to  the  new  section 
of  Mr.  Harper,  in  place  of  the  secon^  the  votes 
were  40  affirmatives,  and  40  negatives.  The 
Speaker  voting  in  the  affirmative,  the  questioa 
was  carried. 
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Mr.  W.  Claiborne  said  it  would  be  recollected 
that  iD  Qreat  Britain,  it  had  heretofore  been  the 
practice  for  the  jury,  in  cases  of  libel,  to  find  the 
fact  of  the  publication,  and  the  court  was  left  to 
judge  with  respect  to  tne  law ;  but  as  it  had  been 
found  that  this  practice  did  not  afford  sufficient 
security  to  the  subject,  it  had  lately  been  declared, 
that  juries,  in  such  cases,  should  be  judges  of  the 
kw  as  well  as  of  the  fact.  He  hoped  the  House 
would  agree  to  put  this  law  upon  the  same  foot- 
iug;  for  that  purpose,  he  proposed  an  amendBient 
to  the  following  effect :  ^*  And  in  all  cases  arising 
un^r  this  act,  the  jury  who  shall  try  the  cause, 
shall  be  judges  of  the  law  as  well  as  the  fact." 

Mr.  Harpbr  said,  there  could  be  no  need  of 
soeh  an  am^(|inent.  It  was  well  known  that,  in 
this  country,  the  jury  were  always  judges  of  the 
law  as  well  as  the  fact,  in  libels,  as  well  as  in 
every  other  case. 

Mr.  W.  Claibornb  believed  the  doctrine  of 
libels  was  very  unsettled  in  this  country.  Prose- 
cutions of  this  kind  have  very  rarely  happened ;  in 
some  of  the  States,  a  cause  of  this  kind  had  never 
been  tried.  The  age,  however,  seems  now  to  be 
at  hand,  when  they  may  be  expected  to  increase, 
and  he  Relieved  such  a  provision  proper  to  prevent 
any  misunderstanding  on  the  subject.  It  is  a  fact 
well  known,  that  Lord  Mansfield  supported  the 
doctrine,  "  tnat  a  libel  is  not  less  a  libel  for  being 
true,  and  that  the  law  respecting  libels  could  only 
be  judged  of  by  the  courts  5"  and  who  could  say, 
without  some  provision  of  this  kind,  that  some  of 
the  courts  of  this  ctuntry  might  not  adopt  a  simi- 
lar opinion.  The  House  had  already  agreed,  that 
the  truth  of  an  alleged  libel  should  be  pleaded  in 
justification,  and  be  hoped  that  the  power  of  the 
jury  to  give  a  general  verdict  would  also  be  re- 
eoffnized. 

Mr.  Otis  hoped  ^his  amendment  would  not  be 
tureed  to,  as  he  conceived  it  to  be  unnecessary. 
The  jury  nad  always  a  power  of  returning  a  ver- 
dict of  guilty,  or  not  guilty  ;  but  if  they  chose  to 
ind  a  verdict  in  a  special  way^  he  did  not  think 
they  ought  to  be  obliged  to  find  it  general. 

Mr.  Livingston  considered  this  as  a  precious 
provision,  and  that  it  is  not  only  valuame  in  it- 
self, but  extremely  necessary  at  this  period.  We 
are  BOW,  as  has  justly  been  observed,  entering 
upon  the  doctrine  of  libels,  and  a  decision  ought 
to  be  come  to  in  this  respect,  which  should  bind 
the  courts  hereafter.  If  this  is  not  done,  vdiere 
will  our  courts  look  for  guides  ?  Will  they  look 
to  the  common  law  or  to  the  statute  law  of  fikig- 
land  ?  They  can  only  refer  to  the  common  law, 
and  they  will  there  find  decisions  where  the  jury 
kave  been  declared,  not  to  be  judges  of  the  com- 
mon law,  in  all  cases,  till  of  late.  The  nro vision 
ought,  therefore,  to  oe  made,  since  all  allow  it  is 
a  proper  one,  in  order  to  prevent  any  doubt  ujwn 
it;  for  if  the  courts  were  allowed  to  determine 
the  law,  to  say  whether  libel  or  no  libel,  as  well 
As  to  declare  the  punishment  to  be  inflicted,  juries 
would  have  nothing  to  do,  since  the  fact  of  pub- 
lishing always  apnears.  He  hoped,  therefore,  the 
amendment  would  be  adopted. 

Mr.  N.  Smith  said,  if  this  amendoMnt  was  in- 


tended only  to  give  the  jury  power  to  declaim 
guilty,  or  not  guuty,  upon  every  case  of  this  sort, 
tne  only  objectipn  against  it  would  be,  that  it  wis 
wholly  unnecessary,  as  there  can  be  no  doubt  bat 
juries  have  already  that  power ;  but  this  amend- 
ment pr(^ses  to  give  the  juries  a  strange  power 
indeed,  viz:  to  be  complete  judges  of  law  and  of 
fact,  so  that  in  case  of  any  doubt  as  to  legality  of 
testimony,  it  would  seem  as  if  the  jury  were  to  l« 
judges  ot  the  matter  in  dispute. 

Mr.  Harper  differed  in  opinion  from  gentle- 
men when  they  say  the  practice  wi^  respect  to 
libels  is  unsettled.  He  had  himself  been  witnev 
to  four  or  five  trials  of  this  kfnd  in  the  State  ftxMD 
which  he  came,  and  could  not  believe  there  cookl 
remain  a  doubt  as  to  the  pow&t  of  the  jury  in 
such  case?. 

Mr.  Bayard  considered  this  amendment  as  most 
hostile  to  our  system  of  jurisprudence;  as  it  is 
amongst  its  soundest  principles,  that  Judges  are  to 
determine  the  law,  and  juries  tne  fact.  It  was  ut- 
terly impossible,  he  said,  that  unlettered  men  can 
be  competent  to  decide  justly  as  to  questions  of 
law.  He  knew  of  no  criminal  case  in  which  the 
jury  exercised  this  power.  Indeed,  he  thought 
sucn  a  power  would  frequently  operate  against 
the  defendant;  for  if  a  jury  determined  errone 
ously,  a  man  would  have  no  appeal;  whereas, 
when  Judges  decide  wrong,  appeal  can  be  had  by 
writ  of  error,  or  by  an  appeal  to  a  superior  coart. 
And  surely  it  would  be  allowed  that  a  power  of 
this  kind  is  much  more  safely  loflged  in  the  hands 
of  learned  and  upright  Judges,  than  it  could  pos- 
sibly be  in  those  of  an  unlettered  and  yem^ 
prejudiced  jury.  The  jury  are  no  way  resporai- 
ble.  After  they  have  come  to  a  decision,  they 
are  dispersed  to  their  several  homes^  and  few  per- 
sons know  who  they  were*  The  education  of  a 
Judge  enables  him  to  decide  the  true  meaning  of 
a  law,  which  a  jury  may  not  be  competent  to 
form  accMTect  opmion  of,  from  the  want  of  those 
opportunities  of  education  which  the  Judge  has 
received.  Mr.  B.  said,  the  House  had  heard  of  a 
great  deal  about  the  liberty  of  speech  and  of  the 
pr^  and  much  had  been  said  about  the  Consti- 
tutionality of  this  law ;  and  he  believed  the  efect 
of  this  amendment  would  be,  to  put  it  into  the 
power  of  a  jury  to  declare  that  this  is  an  uncon- 
stitutional law,  instead  of  leaving  this  to  be  deter- 
mined, where  it  ought  to  be  determined,  by  the 
Judiciary. 

Mr.  Gallatin  said,  that  the  amendment  of  the 
gentleman  from  Tennessee  had  been  objected  to 
on  the  ground  of  its  being  aseless,  as  it  was  sup- 
posed that  the  doctrine  formerly  suimorted  m 
Gkeat  Britain,  that  the  question  of  <^iiDelorno 
libel"  exclusively  belonged  to  the  Judges,  had 
never  been  reeojlnised  in  the  United  States.  Bat 
from  what  had  mllen  from  the  gentleman  of  Deli* 
ware,  it  must  appear  evident  to  the  eoflunnMe 
that  the  question  was  not  settled  in  all  the  SiaKs, 
and  that  the  amendment  was  necessary^ 

It  was  a  principle,  indeed,  of  common  law,thi^ 
a  jury  iu  criminal  cases  were  judges  not  ontjof 
the  fact,  but  also  of  the  criminality  of  that  net- 
Thus,  in  a  trial  for  murder^  jury,  in  their  ver 
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diet,  had  a  right  not  onl^  to  declare  the  hare 
fact,  to  wit :  that  A  had  killed  B,  hut  also  to  de- 
cide whether  the  act  of  killing  was  crimtoal  or 
not,  and  if  criminal  to  what  degree ;  and  it  had, 
therefore,  never  heen  disputed,  that  in  ihat  case  a 
jury  might  bring  in  their  verdict  of  self-defence, 
manslaughter,  or  murder.  Upon  the  same  prin- 
ciple, it  was  evident  that  in  case  of  libel,  a  iurf 
should  have  a  right  not  only  to  decide  th^  bare 
fact,  to  wit,  whether  the  accused  person  wa?  the 
author  or  publisher  of  a  certain  writing,  but  also 
to  decide  whether  that  writing  was  cnminal  or 
not,  whether  it  was  libel  or  no  libeL  Yet,  in  Great 
Britain,  through  what  might  be  called  a  corrup- 
tion of  the  prmciples  of  common  law,  an  altera- 
tion had  been  attempted,  and  actually  prevailed 
in  the  case  of  libels.  Judges  had  there  usurped  a 
power  in  that  case,  which  they  claimed  m  no 
other  criminal  case,  and  the  interference  of  Par- 
liament had  become  necessary  in  order  to  restore 
to  juries  their  Constitutional  power. 

How  far  a  similar  doctrine  mi^ht  have  pre- 
Tailed  in  the  United  States,  it  was^ifficult  to  as- 
certain ;  but  if  it  was  questionable  in  any  one  of 
the  States,  it  was  proper  to  settle  it  in  this  law. 
There  is  not,  Mr.  G.  said,  any  such  thing  as  a 
common  law  of  the  United  States.  The  common 
law  of  Great  Britain  received  in  each  colony,  had 
in  every  one  received  modifications  arising  from 
their  situation  ;  those  modifications  differed  in  the 
several  States;  and  now  each  State  had  a  com- 
mon law,  in  its  c^eneral  principles  the  same,  but 
in  many  particuuirs  differing  from  each  other. 
The  Courts  of  the  Union  had  no  common  law  ju- 
risdiction, and  the  object  of  the  second  section  of ' 
this  bill  was  to  give  them  that  jurisdiction  in  the 
case  of  libels  against  Gk)vernment.  If)  therefore, 
there  be  in  tluit  very  case' any  principle  not  per- 
f^tly  settled  by  the  common  law  of  Great  Britain, 
or  not  uniformly  recognised  by  the  common  law 
.of  the  respective  States,  it  becomes  necessary  to 
settle  the  point  in  the  same  law  which  gives  this 
new  jurisdiction. 

The  objection  that  the  amendment  would  give 
to  the  juries,  not  only  a  right  to  return  a  general 
verdict,  but  even  of  deciding  every  incidental  law 
question  that  misht  occur  during  the  trials  mi^ht 
easily  be  removed,  by  introducing  words  showing 
clearly  that  its  intention  was  only  to  declare,  that 
juries  should  have  the  same  power  to  decide  on 
the  criminality  of  the  act,  which  tbev  had  in 
other  criminal  cases.  Mr.  G.  suggested  the  words 
-which  had  been  introduced,  in  the  Constitution 
of  Pennsylvania,  with  that  very  intention,  viz: 
''  that  the  jury  should  have  a  right  to  determine 
the  law  and  the  foct,  under  the  direction  of  the 
Court,  as  in  other  cases." 

After  undergoing  some  slight  alterations,  the 
motion  was  carried  by  yeas  and  nays«^yeas  67, 
nays  15,  as  follows: 

Ybjls — John  ABen,  George  Baer,  jr.,  Abfaham  Bald- 
win* David  Bard,  Bailey  Bartlett,  Lemuel  Bonton, 
Thomas  Blount,  Bichard  Brent,  David  ftooka,  Stephen 
Bollock,  Demaej  Burgos,  Chiittopher  G.  Ghanq>Hn, 
Jobn  Chapman,  Thomas  Claibome,  William  Chariea 
C«Ua  ClaiboDM,  John  ClopCon,  WiUiam  Ciaik,  SamMl 


W.  Dana,  John  Dawson,  WiUiam  Bdmond,  Thomas 
Evans,  John  Fowler,  Jonathan  Freeman,  Albert  Gallar 
tin,  Jas.  Gillespie,  Henry  Glen,  Chauncev  Goodrich, 
William  Gordon,  Andrew  Gregg,  William  Bany  Grove, 
John  A.  Hanna,  Robert  GcMdloe  Harper,  Carter  B. 
Harrison,  Jonathan  N.  Havens,  Jos.  Heister,  WiUiam 
Hindman,  David  Holmes,  Hezekiah  L.  H^smer,  Walter 
Jones,  Edward  Livingston,  Matthew  Locke,  Samuel 
Ljrman,  Matthew  Lyon,  Nathaniel  Macon,  WiUiam 
Matthews,  Blair  McClenachan,  Joseph  McDowell,  Art- 
thonv  New,  John  Nicholas,  Harrison  G.  Otis,  John 
Reed,  Samuel  SewaU,  William  Shepard,  Samuel  Smith, 
William  Smith,  Peleg  Spragne,  Riobard  Sprigg,  jr., 
Riehafd  Stanford,  Thomas  Somter,  Rkkaid  Thomai, 
Mark  ThomMm,  Thomas  Tillinghast,  John  Trigig^ 
Philip  Van  Cortlandt,  Joseph  B.  Yarmun,  Abvakan 
YenaUe,  and  Robert  Williams. 
*  Nats — James  Cochran,  Joshua  Cdt,  Abiel  Fosteiv 
Dwight  Foster,  Roger  Griswold,  Thomas  Hartley,  Jaa. 
H.  Imlay,  John  Wilkes  Kittara,  kaao  Paiker,  J<dm 
Rutledge,  jr.,  Jas.  Schoreman,  Nathanial  Smith,  Gea 
Thatcher,  Jdm  E.  Van  Alen,  and  Peleg  Wadswortiu 

Mr.  S.  Smith  renewed  hb  motion  for  striking 
out  the  words  which  he  had  moved  to  be  struck 
out  in  Committee  of  tbe  Whole,  and  called  the 
yeas  and  nays  upon  it.  It  was  ag^in  negatived — 
43  to  29,  as  follows:  « 

Tbas— Abraham  Baldwin,  David  Bard,  Lemuel  Ben* 
ton,  Thomas  Blount,  Richard  Brent,  Demsey  Barges^ 
Thomas  Claiborne^  John  Cloploa,  John  Dawson,  George 
Dent,  Thomas  Evans,  John  Fowler,  Albert  Gallatin, 
James  Gillespie,  William  Gordon,  Andrew  Gregg,  Wm. 
Barry  Grove,  John  A.  Hanna,  Robert  Goodloe  Hurpery 
Carter  B.  Harrison,  Jonathan  N.  Havens,  Joseph  "Suu^ 
ter,  David  Holmes,  Walter  Jones,  Edward  Livingston, 
Matthew  Locke,  Matthew  Lyon,  Nathaniel  Macon, 
William  Matthews,  Blair  McClenachan,  Joseph  Mo 
Dowell,  Anthony  New,  John  Nicholas,  Samuel  Smithy 
William  Smith,  Richard  ^Iprigg,  Jr.,  Richard  Stanford, 
Thomas  Sumter,  J(^  Ttigg,  Philip  Van  Cortlandt, 
Joseph  B.  Vamum,  Abraham  Tenable,  and  Robert 
WUliams. 

Nats— John  Allen,  George  Baer,  jr.,  Bailey  Bartlet^ 
Jas.  A.  Bayard,  David  Brooks,  Stephen  Bnllock,  Chris- 
topher G.  Champlin,  John  Chapman,  James  Cochran, 
Josboa  Coit,  Samael  W.  Dana,  William  Edmond,  Abiel 
Foiiter,  Dwight  Foster,  Jonathan  Freeman,  Henry  GHen, 
Chaunoey  Goodrich,  Roger  Griswold,  Thomas  Hartley, 
Widlam  Winilwmn,  Heaekiah  L.  Hosbmt,  James  H. 
Imlay,  John  Wilkes  Kittera,  Samuel  Lyman,  Hanisoa 
G.  Otis,  Isaac  Parker,  John  Reed,  John  Rotledge,  jr., 
James  Schnreman,  Samuel  SewaU,  William  Shqptfd, 
Nathaniel  Smith,  Pekg  Spngne,  Geofge  Thatcher, 
Richard  Thomw,  MarkThdoMon,  Thomas  TiMmghasr, 
John  E.  Van  Alen,  and  Peleg  Wadsworth. 

On  the  motion  to  concur  in  the  limitatiou 
clause  agreed  to  in  the  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
there  were  40  yeas  and  39  nays;  when  the 
Speaker  declaring  himself  in  the  negative,  the 
question  was  not  carried. 

Mr.  Dent  moved  a  new  clause  limiting  the 
law  to  the  3d  of  March,  1801.  which  was  carried, 
48  votes  being  for  it. 

Mr.  Allen  proposed  an  additional  section  foe 
-  the  publishing  of  this  law  in  all  the  papers  of  the 
United  Sutes,  in  order  to  prevent  iti|  oeing  mi»* 
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represented.  After  a  few  observations  had  been 
made  upon  it,  he  withdrew  it. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  to- 
morrow, and  carried,  44  votes  being  for  it. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  they  had  passed  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  to 
lay  and 'collect  a  direct  tax  within  the  United 
States,"  with  several  amendments ;  to  which  they 
desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House.  The  Sen- 
ate have  disagreed  to  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act 
for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Lewis."  They  have 
agreed  to  the  amendments  proposed  by  this  House 
to  the  fourth  amendment  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill, 
entitled  "  An  act  to  regulate  and  fix  the  compen- 
sations of  the  officers  emplcnred  in  collecting  the 
internal  revenues  of  the  United  States ;  and  to 
insure  more  effectually  the  settlement  of  their 
accounts ;"  also,  to  the  resolution  of  this  House, 
of  the  twenty-third  ultimo,  for  an  adjournment  of 
the  two  Houses  of  Congress  on  this  day,  with 
amendments;  to  which  they  desire  the  concur- 
rence of  this  House. 


Tuesday,  July  10. 

The  amendment  of  the  Senate  to  the  resolu- 
lution  fixing  the  time  of  adjournment  for  Monday 
next,  was  taken  up  and  agreed  to. 

PUNISHMENT  OP  CRIMES. 

The  bill,  in  addition  to  the  act  for  punishing 
crimes  against  the  United  States,  and  for  other 
purposes,  was  read  the  third  time ;  when 

Mr.  SiTGREAVEs  wlshed  the  bill  to  be  recom- 
mitted. It  had  been  suggested  to  him  that  ffreat 
inconvenience  arises  in  the  Federal  Courts,  from 
its  having  been  conceived  that  they  have  not  the 
power  to  bind  to  good  behaviour,  and  he  was  de- 
sirous of  removing  this  defect,  by  adding  a  sec- 
tion to  this  bill  for  the  purpose. 

Mr.  Bayard  thought  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania had  better  brinff  this  subject  forward  by 
itself,  than  have  this  biu  recommitted,  as  it  was 
no  way  connected  with  it. 

Mr.  SiTGREAVES  Consented. 

The  question  was  now  on  the  passing  of  the 
bill. 

Mr.  McDowell  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
upon  it. 

Mr.  Nicholas  rose,  he  said^  to  ask  an  explana- 
tion of  the  principles  upon  which  thi^  bill  is  found- 
ed. He  confessed  it  was  strongly  impressed  upon 
his  mind,  that  it  was  not  within  the  powers  of  the 
House  to  act  upon  this  subject.  He  looked  in 
vain  amount  the  enumerated  powers  given  to 
Congress  in  the  Constitution,  for  an  authority  to 
pass  a  law  like  the  present ;  but  he  found  what 
ne  considered  as  an  express  prohibition  against 
passing  it.  He  found  that,  in  order  to  quiet  the 
alarms  of  the  people  of  the  United  States  with 
respect  to  the  silence  of  the  Constitution  as  to  the 
tibertv  of  the  press,  not  being  perfectly  satisfied 
that  the  powers  not  vested  in  Congress  remained 
with  the  people,  that  one  of  the  first  acts  of  this 
Government  was  to  propose  certain  amendments 
to  the  Constitution,  to  put  this  matter  beyond 


doubt,  which  amendments  are  now  become  a  part 
of  the  Constitution.  It  is  now  expressly  declared 
by  that  instrument,  "  that  the  powers  not  dele- 
gated to  the  United  States  by  the  Constitntion, 
nor  prohibited  by  it  to  the  States,  are  reserved  to 
the  States  respectively,  or  to  the  people;"  and,  also, 
"  that  Congress  shall  make  no  law  abridging  the 
freedom  ot  speech,  or  of  the  press." 

Mr.  N.  asked  whether  this  bill  did  not  go  to  the 
abridgment  of  the  freedom  of  speech  and  of  the 
press  i  If  it  did  not,  he  would  be  elad  if  gentle- 
men would  define  wherein  the  freedom  of  speech 
and  of  the  press  consists. 

Gentlemen  have  said  that  this  bill  is  not  to  re- 
strict the  liberty  of  the  press  but  its  licentious- 
ness. He  wished  gentlemen  to  inform  him  where 
they  drew  the  line  between  this  liberty  and  licen- 
tiousness of  which  they  speak ;  he  wished  to  know 
where  the  one  commenced  and  the  other  ended  1 
Will  they  say  the  one  is  truth,  and  the  other  false- 
hood !  Gentlemen  cannot  believe  for  a  moment 
that  such  a  definition  will  satisfy  the  inquiry.. 
The  great  difficultv  which  has  existed  in  all  free 
Governments,  would,  long  since,  have  been  done 
away,  if  it  could  have  been  effected  by  a  simple 
declaration  of  this  kind.  It  has  been  the  object  of 
all  regulations  with  respect  to  the  press,  to  destroy 
the  only  means  by  which  the  people  can  examine 
and  become  acquainted  with  the  conduct  of  p^- 
sons  employed  in  their  Gk)vernment.  If  there 
could  be  sarety  in  adopting  the  principle,  that  no 
man  should  publish  what  is  false,  there  certainly 
could  be  no  objection  to  it.  But  it  was  not  the 
intention  of  the  people  of  this  country  to  place 
any  power  of  this  kind  in  the  hands  or  the  Gen- 
eral Government — for  this  plain  reason,  the  per- 
sons who  would  have  to  preside  in  trials  of  tnb 
sort,  would  themselves  be  parties,  or  at  least  they 
would  be  so  far  interested  in  the  issue,  that  the 
trial  of  the  truth  or  falsehood  of  a  matter  would 
not  be  safe  in  their  hands.  On  this  account,  the 
General  Government  has  been  forbidden  to  touch 
the  press.  Gentlemen  exclaim,  what !  can  any- 
one be  found  to  advocate  the  publication  of  lies 
and  calumny  ?  He  would  make  no  answer  to  in- 
quiries of  this  sort,  because  he  did  not  believe  he 
could  be  suspected  of  being  an  advocate  for  either. 
But,  in  his  opinion,  this  was  a  most  serious  sub- 
ject; it  is  not  lying  that  will  be  suppressed,  but  the 
truth.  If  this  bill  be  passed  into  a  law,  the  people 
will  be  deprived  of  that  information  on  public 
measures,  which  they  have  a  right  to  receive,  and 
which  is  the  life  and  support  of  a  free  Grovem- 
ment :  for,  if  printers  are  to  be  subject  to  prosecu- 
tion for  every  paragraph  which  appears  in  their 
papers,  that  the  eye  of  a  jealous  Government  can 
torture  into  an  onence  against  this  law,  and  to  the 
heavy  penalties  here  provided,  it  cannot  be  ex- 
pected that  they  will  exercise  that  freedom  and 
spirit  which  it  is  desirable  should  actuate  them ; 
especially  when  they  would  have  to  be  tried  by 
judges  appointed  by  the  President,  and  by  juries 
selected  by  the  Marshal,  who  also  receives  his 
appointment  from  the  President,  all  whose  feel- 
ings would,  of  course,  be  inclinea  to  commit  t^e 
offender  if  possible.  Under  such  circumstances, 
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it  must  be  seen  that  the  printers  of  papers  would 
be  deterred  from  printing  anything  which  should 
be  in  the  least  offensive  to  a  power  which  might 
so  greatly  harass  them.  They  would  not  only 
refrain  from  publishing  anything  of  the  least  ques- 
tionable nature,  but  they  would  be  afraid  of  pub- 
lish inff  the  truth,  as,  though  true,  it  might  not  al- 
ways be  in  their  power  to  establish  the  truth  to 
the  satisfaction  of  a  court  of  justice.  Thb  bill 
would,  therefore,  so  to  the  suppression  of  every 
printing  press  in  the  country,  which  is  not  obse- 
quious to  the  will  of  Government. 

Mr.  N.  again  asked,  what  are  the  bounds  which 
ffentlemen  would  draw  between  the  liberty  and 
licentiousness  of  the  press  ?  The  Senate  had  sent 
them  the  project  of  one  law  which  made  it  crimi- 
nal to  attribute  bad  motives  to  Government,  even 
where  the  facts  were  not  questionable ;  the  House 
had  now  another  project,  which  describes  a  num- 
ber of  other  offences,  all  restricting  the  use  of  the 
press.  The  Constitution  has  not  defined  the 
Dounds  here  spoken  of.  He  had  heard  something 
said  out  of  doors  on  the  subject  of  common  law ; 
that  the  offences  created  by  this  bill  are  offences 
under  it ;  but  two  gentlemen  who  advocate  the 
bill,  had  denied  that  the  common  law  made  any 
offences  against  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Harper  said,  if  any  expression  of  his  was 
alluded  to,  he  never  said  that  no  common  law 
offence  could  be  committed  against  the  United 
States.  He  had  said  that  there  was  no  common- 
law  jurisdicttonjn  the  Courts  of  the  United  States; 
but  he  believed  the  common-law  doctrine  of  libels 
as  applicable  to  the  €k)vernment  of  the  United 
States  as  any  other  Gk)vernment. 

Mr.  Nicholas  believed  the  opinion  which  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina  had  now  deliv- 
ered, came  nearly  to  what  he  had  stated.  How- 
ever, the  opinion  of  the  gentleman  from  Dela- 
ware went  to  the  full  extent  of  it;  for  it  was 
given  in  correction  of  an  opinion  delivered  by  his 
colleague,  (Mr.  Evans,)  who  had  supposed  it  was  a 
mero  want  of  cognizance  in  the  Courts  of  the 
United  States  of  such  offences. 

Mt.  N.  hoped  there  was  no  necessity  for  exam- 
ining* the  opinions  of  the  gentleman  trom  South 
Carolina  as  to  the  common  law  beinff  part  of  the 
law  of  the  United  States.  He  should  Rke  to  know 
how  the  United  States  had  adopted  the  common 
law.  He  should  be  glad  to  know  where  gentle- 
men found  an  account  of  their  having  so  adopted 
h.  Do  gentlemen  suppose  that,  in  adopting  the 
Constitution,  the  United  States  adopted  the  com- 
mon law  of  all  the  States,  which  is  so  various, 
that  he  would  venture  to  say  no  man  perfectly 
knew  it  at  the  .time,  nor  did  he  believe  that  any 
one  gentleman  who  seems  in  this  House  to  enter- 
tain that  opinion,  is  acquainted  with  the  common 
law  of  all  the  States.  The  common  law  of  Eng- 
land has  undergone  various  improvements  and 
modifications  in  the  several  States,  which  it  could 
not  be  supposed  would  be  rejected  by  the  Conven- 
tion who  formed  the  Constitution,  in  silence.  In- 
deed, it  was  to  him  one  of  the  most  absurd  ideas 
imaginable.  If  the  common  law  was  not  adopted 
hythe  Constitution,  and  does  not  form  a  part  of 


it,  where  is  the  rule  by  which  to  ascertain  where 
the  liberty  of  the  press  ends,  and  its  licentiousness 
begins?  If  gentlemen  say  it  is  adopted  by  the 
Constitution,  it  must  remain  unchangeable,  and 
there  could  be  no  authority  for  passing  this 
law. 

Mr.  N.  said,  he  had  also  heard  another  rumor  out 
of  doors — for  gentlemen;  in  pursuing  their  favor- 
ite objects,  are  naturally  forced  to  seek  a  justifica- 
tion. He  had  heard  it  said  that  all  the  States 
take  cognizance  of  offences  of  this  sort.  But  does 
this  give  the  power  to  the  General  Government  ? 
Because  the  states  declare  certain  things  offences, 
have  the  General  Government  power  over  the 
like  offences  ?  If  so,  it  would  have  a  concurrent 
power  with  all  the  State  Governments,  which,  he 
believed,  would  be  a  novel  idea.  Indeed,  he  was 
utterly  at  a  loss  to  find  any  eround  upon  which  to 
found  a  law  of  this  kind.  He  was  confident  there 
was  none. 

That  the  House  might  not  think  this  opinion 
originated  with  the  present  time,  or  from  that  dis- 
position with  which  himself  and  others  are  some- 
times charged  of  opposing  everything,  he  would 
read  an  extract  from  the  ratification  of  the  Con- 
stitution in  Virginia,  which  is  as  follows : 

**  The  delegates  of  the  people  of  Virginia,  met  in  Con- 
vention, do,  in  the  name  and  in  behalf  of  the  people  of 
Virginia,  declare  and  make  known,  that  the  powers 
granted  under  the  Constitution,  being  derived  from  the 
people  of  the  United  States,  may  be  resumed  by  them, 
whensoever  the  same  shall  be  perverted  to  their  injoiy 
or  oppression,  and  that  every  power  not  granted  there- 
by, remains  with  them,  at  their  will ;  that,  therefore,  no 
right  of  any  denomination  can  be  cancelled,  abridged, 
restrained,  or  modified  by  Congress,  by  the  Senate,  or 
House  of  Representatives,  acting  in  any  capad^,  by 
the  President,  or  any  Department,  or  officer  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  except  in  those  instances  in  which  power  is 
given  by  the  Constitotion  for  those  purposes ;  and  that, 
among  other  essential  rights,  the  hbeity  of  oonsdence 
and  of  the  press  cannot  be  cancelled,  abridged,  re- 
strained, or  modified,  by  any  authority  of  the  United 
States.'* 

Here,  then,  when  the  Constitution  had  not  an 
express  provision  on  the  subject  of  the  liberty  of 
the  press,  the  understanding  of  the  members  of 
the  convention  was  complete  on  the  subject.  In 
pursuance  of  the  same  idea,  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States,  and  the  State  Governments,  j^ro- 
ceeded  to  declare  the  meaning  of  the  Constitu- 
rion,  in  this  respect,  in  the  most  express  terms. 

And  yet,  in  direct  opposition  to  the  clause  of 
the  Constitution,  which  savs,  "Conjjress  shall 
pass  no  law  to  abridge  the  freedom  olthe  press," 
Congress  is  now  about  to  pass  such  a  law.  For 
it  is  vain  to  talk  about  the  licentiousness  of  the 
press,  the  prohibition  b  express,  "shall  pass  no  law 
to  abridge^"  ^.  And  as  to  what  gentlemen  called 
the  licentiousness  of  the  press,  it  was  so  indefinite 
a  thing,  that  what  was  deemed  licentiousness  to- 
day by  one  set  of  men,  might,  by  another  set,  to- 
morrow, be  enlarged,  and  thus  the  propriety  of 
the  information  to  be  ffiven  to  the  public  would 
be  arbitrarily  controlled.  If  this  bill  passed  into  a 
law,  there  could  be  no  doubt  it  wopl4  produce  the 
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effect  which  he  had  already  meotioned ;  no  mao 
would  continue  to  print  a  newspaper,  who  could 
not  brin^  himself  to  be,  at  least,  silent  as  to  any 
impropriety  in  the  conduct  of  the  General  Grov- 
ernment,  which  would  deprive  the  people  of  a 
great  part  of  its  present  usefulness. 

Mr.  N..said,  he  was  authorized  in  this  supposi- 
tion, from  the  declaration  of  the  gentleman  from 
Connecticut,  (Mr.  Allen,])  who  was  very  loud  in 
his  condemnation  of  certain  printers  in  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  read  a  number  of  what  be  deemed 
seditious  paragraphs  from  their  newspapers,  in 
order  to  show  the  necessity  of  restricting  their 
publications  in  future. 

Mr.  N.  said,  he  was  as  sensible  as  that  gentle- 
man, or  any  other,  that  some  of  our  printers  have 
abused  the  libertv  of  the  press,  but,  notwithstand- 
ing, he  saw  this,  he  was  far  from  being  convinced 
of  either  the  propriety  or  necessity  of  Legislative 
interference  in  the  matter.  He  believed  himself 
to  be  incapable  of  promoting  or  encouraging  false- 
hood y  but  he  was  not,  because  tlie  press  may  have 
transgressed  in  this  respect,  for  taking  measures 
\o  suppress  it.  Nor  did  he  think  this  bv  any 
means  necessary ;  because  falsehoods  issuea  from 
a  press,  are  not  calculated  to  do  any  lasting  mis- 
chief. Falsehoods  will  always  depreciate  the  press 
^m  whence  they  proceed.  He  was  persuaded 
that  the  publication  of  one  falsehood  in  a  paper 
would  do  it  more  mischief  than  the  abuse  of  its 
enemies ;  and  he  always  regretted  to  see,  at  any 
time,  a  falsehood  issue  from  a  press  which  is  gen- 
erally the  organ  of  truth.  He  believed,  on  this 
account^  it  would  be  unnecessary  for  Governioent 
to  intenere  in  this  matter,  if  they  had  a  right  to 
do  it,  which  he  denied,  since  every  publisher  of  a 
newspaper,  who  consults  his  own  interest  and  re- 
spectability, will,  as  fiBir  as  he  is  able  to  do  it,  make 
it  a  vehicle  of  correct  information. 

The  gentleman  from  Connecticut  when  he 
read  the  extracts  from  the  newspapers  alone  alluded 
to,  insinuated  that  these  papers  met  with  the  sup- 
port of  some  of  the  members  of  this  House.  He 
would  tell  that  gentleman  how  far  he  was  a  sup- 
porter of  one  of  the  papers  alluded  to.  He  was 
a  subscriber  to  it,  and  meant  to  be  so.  He  thouf^ht 
it  justifiable  and  proper.  He  said  he  knew  but 
of  three  or  four  papers  of  any  consequence  in  the 
United  States,  wnich  are  open  to  any  animadver- 
sions on  Government,  written  with  ever  so  much 
decorum.  He  knew  that  most  of  the  editors  of 
public  papers  are  so  firmly  persuaded  that  Gov- 
ernment, or  rather  the  Executive  branch  of  it, 
can  do  no  wrong,  that  they  reject  everv thing 
which  does  not  approve  of  Governmental  mea- 
sures. Therefore^  though  he  sometimes  saw  things 
in  the  papers  which  the  gentleman  from  Connec- 
ticut so  unqualifiedlv  condemns,  which  he  did  not 
approve,  he  nevertheless  believea  it  was  desirable  to 
have  papers  printed  in  which,  if  there  be  necessity 
for  it,  strictures  may  be  inserted  on  the  measures 
of  Government.  It  was  on  this  account  that  he 
subscribed  for  the  Aurora  of  this  city,  t(ie*only 
paper  printed  in  it  in  which  any  animadversion 
on  public  measures  can  find  admission.  He  would 
•ontinue  to  subscribe  for  it,  and  if  the  gentleman 


from  Connecticut  chose  to  calumniate  him  for  it, 
he  was  at  liberty  to  do  so. 

Though  it  is  said  ihe  bill  on  the  taUe  is  ohIt 
intended  to  suppress  the  publication  of  falsehood, 
yet  its  effect  must  be  general,  and,  from  the  m- 
eht  agitated  state  of  the  public  mind  and  from 
the  other  causes  which  he  had  named,  with 
respect  to  the  court  and  jury  before  whom  (hi 
offences  committed  under  this  law  will,  of  coane^ 
be  tried,  its  effect  must  be  a  very  powerful  restric- 
tion of  the  presfi,  with  respect  to  the  publioatioQ  of 
important  truths. 

Mr.  N.  wished  g^entXemen,  before  they  giye  a 
final  vote  on  this  bill,  to  consider  its  efiects  *,  and, 
if  they  do  this,  he  thought  they  would  consent  to 
stop  here.  He  desired  them  to  reflect  on  the  na- 
ture of  our  Government ;  that  all  its  officers  are 
elective,  %nd  that  the  people  have  no  other  meaas 
of  examining  their  conduct  but  by  ineans  of  tke 
press,  and  an  unrestrained  investigation  througk 
them  of  the  conduct  of  the  Government  Indeol, 
the  heart  and  life  of  a  free  Government,  is  a  (m 
press ;  take  away  this,  and  you  take  away  its  main 
support.  You  might  as  well  saj  to  the  people 
we,  your  Representatives,  are  faithful  servant^ 
vou  need  not  look  into  our  conduct;  we  will 
keep  our  seats  for  a  little  longer  time  than  that  for 
which  you  have  given  them  to  us.  To  restrict 
the  press,  would  be  to  destroy  the  elective  princi- 
ple, by  laJcing  away  the  information  necessary  to 
election,  and  there  would  be  no  difference  be- 
tween it  and  a  total  denial  of  the  right  of  election, 
but  in  the  degree  of  usurpation. 

Mr.  N.  sai£  he  had  seen  many  measures  canied 
into  effect  in  this  House  which  hie  did  not  approve; 
he  had  often  been  in  minorities,  and  frequently 
disappointed  in  what  he  thought  important  qoes- 
tions ;  but  he  could  solemnly  say  that  he  never 
yet  saw  the  time  when  he  would  not  again  have 
voted  for  this  Constitution,  relying  upon  the  ope- 
rations which  complete  information,  with  respect 
to  the  transactions  of  GOvernmentl  would  nan 
upon  the  minds  of  the  people.  If  he  was  ri^t, 
he  was  coufident,  though  he  had  been  disappoint- 
ed in  carrying  the  measures  which  he  advocated 
here,  the  people  would  finally  see  and  approve  the 
right  which  he  had  supported ;  and,  if  wrong,  he 
should  profit  by  the  benefit  his  country  woold 
have  received;  but  his  feelings  would  be  very 
different  on  the  passase  of  this  bill.  If  he  found 
a  power  existing  which  trammelled  the  press,  and 
prevented  a  free  communication  of  whatever  took 
place  in  the  Government,  to  the  people  at  larjje, 
he  should  no  loneer  see  a  possibility  of  abuses  in 
the  Government  being  corrected  by  the  infiueoee 
of  the  people ;  there  would  no  longer  be  reasoa 
to  expect  that  uncontrolled  Government  would 
consult  the  public  good,  and  the  Government 
which  he  had  always  flattered  himself  would  have 
no  other  object,  would  lose  the  value  he  had  beea 
accustomed  to  attach  to  it. 

It  would  be  recollected,  Mr.  N.  said,  that  two 
years  ago,  there  was  a  great  alarm  in  Elnglaad, 
very  similar  to  the  one  raised  at  present  in  diit 
country.  If  gentlemen  will  turn  their  atteatioa 
to  the  sedition  law  which  passed  there  at  that 
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time,  it  will  be  found  that  that  Govern  men t,  im- 
perfect as  we  look  upon  it,  stopped  infinitely  short 
of  what  is  proposed  by  the  present  bill.  In  speak- 
ing of  sedition  in  this  country,  an  idea  is  never  en- 
tertained that.it  would  be  seditious  to  censure  the 
conduct  of  a  responsible  agent  of  the  Government. 
The  Kin^,  it  is  well  known,  is  not  considered  as 
a  responsible  agent  in  the  Grovernment.  It  is  his 
property,  so  far  as  he  is  concerned  in  it,  and  the 
■edition  law  of  that  country  went  barely  to  pro- 
hibit any  imputation  upon  him ;  but  every  respon- 
sible agent  they  suffers  to  be  brought  to  the  tri- 
bunal of  opinion.  In  order  to  show  the  difference 
between  the  two  laws,  Mr.  N.  read  the  provisions 
of  each.  Seeing,  therefore,  that  the  elective  prin- 
ciple is  respected  in  England,  when  the  Parlia- 
ment enacts  sedition  laws,  he  hoped  it  would  also 
be  respected  here.  Our  President  and  Cong[ress 
stand  on  the  same  elective  ground  with  the  British 
House  of  Commons,  and  yet  we  frequently  see  in 
the  public  prints  of  that  country,  charges  against 
that  body  of  the  most  atrocious  nature,  such 
as  their  being  in  pay,  of  their  being  bought  by,  and 
under  the  control  of  the  Minister.  Yet  we  do  not 
find  that  the  printers  in  that  country  are  prosecu- 
ted for  exercising  this  freedom  of  the  press.  Noth- 
ing of  the  kind  takes  place.  The  great  check  upon 
any  calumny  of  this*  sort,  is  the  sound  understand- 
ing of  the  people.  If  members  of  the  Legislature 
are  charged  falsely,  they  are  in  as  good  situations 
as  they  could  wish  to  be,  to  refute  the  charge ; 
and  it  is  better,  according  to  their  understanding 
of  the  matter,  (and  he  owned  he  concurred  with 
them  in  opinion,)  that  fifty  slanderers  should  es- 
cape punishment,  than  that  a  single  oppression. 
with  respect  to  the  liberty  of  the  press,  should 
take  place.    More  mischief  would  be  done  to  the 

eress  by  a  single  act  of  this  kind,  than  any  possi- 
le  amount  of  slander  could  do  harm.  Mr.  N.  con- 
cluded by  saying,  that  it  having  been  seen,  that 
in  Bngland,  when  in  the  greatest  possible  state  of 
alarm,  there  was  no  disposition  to  protect  their 
representative  characters  against  examination  in 
the  public  prints,  he  trusted  the  Representatives 
of  this  free  country  would  not  consent  to  pass 
laws  by  which  the  free  public  examination  of  tneir 
own  conduct  will  be  prohibited. 

Mr.  Otis  said  the  professions  of  attachment  to 
the   Constitution,  made  by  the  gentleman  from 
Yirffinia,  are  certainly  honorable  to  him ;  and  he 
couid  not  believe  that  an  attachment  so  deeply 
engrafted,  as  he  states  his  to  be,  would  be  shaken 
by  this  bill.    The  gentleman  had  caujzht  an  alarm 
on  the  Jrst  suggestion  of  a  sedition  bifl,  which  had 
not  vet  subsided ;  and  though  the  present  bill  is 
perfectly   harmless,  and    contains  no  provision 
w^hich  is  not  practised  upon  under  the  laws  of  the 
several  States  in  which  gentlemen  had  been  edu- 
cated, and  from  which  they  had  dra wit  most  of 
their  ideas  of  jurisprudence,  yet  the  gentleman 
continues  to  be  dissatbfied  with  it. 

The  objections  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
he  believed, might  be  reduced  to  two  inquiries.  In 
the  first  place,  had  the  Constitution  given  Con- 
gress cognizance  over  the  offences  described  in 
this  bill  prior  to  the  adoption  of  the  amendments 
5th  Con.— 68 


to  the  Constitution?  and,  if  Congress  had  that 
cognizance  before  that  time,  have  those  amend- 
ments taken  it  away?  With  respect  to  the  first 
question,  it  must  be  allowed  that  every  indepen- 
dent Qovernment  has  a  right  to  preserve  and  de- 
fend itself  against  injuries  and  outrages  which 
endanger  its  existence;  for.  unless  it  hastnis  power, 
it  is  unworthy  the  name  ol  a  free  Government,  ana 
must  either  lall  or  be  subordinate  to  some  other 
protection.  Now  some  of  the  offences  delineated 
m  the  bill  are  of  this  description.  Unlawful  com- 
binations to  oppose  the  measures  of  Gk)vemment, 
to  intimidate  its  officers,  and  to  excite  insurrec- 
tions, are  acts  which  tend  directly  to  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  Constitution,  and  there  could  oe  no 
doubt  that  the  guardians  of  that  Constitution  are 
bound  to  provide  against  them.  And  if  gentle- 
men would  agree  that  these  were  acts  of  a  criminal 
nature,  it  follows  that  all  means  calculated  to  pro- 
duce tnese  effects,  whether  by  speaking,  writing, 
or  printing,  were  also  criminal.  From  tne  nature 
of  thinffs,  therefore,  the  National  Grovernment  is 
invested  with  a  power  to  protect  itself  against  out- 
rages of  this  kind,  or  it  must  be  indebted  to  and 
dependent  on  an  individul  State  for  its  protection, 
which  is  absurd.  This  essential  right  resulting 
from  the  spirit  of  the  Constitution,  was  still  more 
evident  in  the  language  of  that  instrument.  The 
people  of  the  individual  States  brought  with  them 
as  a  birthright  into  this  country  the  common  law 
of  England,  upon  which  all  of  them  have  founded 
their  statute  law.  If  it  were  not  for  this  common 
law,  many  crimes  which  are  committed  in  the 
United  States  would  go  unpunished.  No  State 
has  enacted  statutes  for  the  punishment  of  all 
crimes  which  may  be  committed ;  yet  in  every 
State  he  presumed  there  was  a  Superior  Court 
which  claimed  cognizance  of  all  offences  against 
good  morals,  and  which  restrained  misdemeanors 
and  opposition  to  the  constituted  authorities,  under 
the  sanction  merely  of  the  common  law.  When 
the  people  of  the  United  States  convened  for  the 
purpose  of  framing  a  federal  compact,  they  were 
all  nabituated  to  this  common  law,  to  its  usages, 
its  maxims,  and  its  definitions.  It  had  been  more 
or  less  explicitly  recognised  in  the  Constitution  of 
every  State,  and  in  that  of  Maryland  it  was  de- 
clared to  be  the  law  of  the  land.  li,  then,  we  find  in 
an  instrument  digested  by  men  who  were  all  famil-r 
iarized  to  the  common  law,  not  only  that  the  dis- 
tribution of  power,  and  the  great  objects  to-be  pro- 
vided for,  are  congenial  to  that  law,  but  that  the 
terms  and  definitions  by  -ivhich  those  powers  are 
described,  have  an  evident  allusion  to  it,  and  must 
otherwise  be  quite  inexplicable,  or  at  best  of  a 
very  uncertain  meaning,  it  will  be  natural  to  con-, 
elude  that,  in  forming  the  Constitution,  they  kept 
in  view  the  model  of  the  common  law,  and  that  a: 
safe  recourse  may  be  had  to  it  in  all  cases  that, 
would  otherwise  be  doubtful.  Thus  we  shall  find 
that  one  great  end  of  this  compact,  as- appears  in* 
the  preamble,  is  the  establishment  of  justice,  and' 
for  this  purpose  a  Judicial  department  is  erected,: 
whose  powers  are  declared  *^  to  extend  to  all  eases 
in  law  and  equity,  arising  under  the  Constitution, 
I  the  laws  of  the  United  States,"  dtc*    Justice,  if 
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die  common  law  ideas  of  it  are  rejected,  is  suscep- 
,  tible  of  various  coHstructions,  but  agreeably  to  the 
principles  of  that  law,  it  affords  redress  for  every 
injury,  and  provides  a  punishment  for  every  crime 
that  threatens  to  disturb  the  lawful  operations  of 
€k)vernment.  Again,  what  is  intended  hj  "cases 
at  law  and  equity  arising  under  the  Constitution," 
as  distinguished  from  cases  "arising  under  the 
laws  of  the  United  States  ?"  What  other  law  can 
be  contemplated  but  common  law ;  what  sort  of 
equity  but  that  legal  discretion  which  has  been 
Mercised  in  England  from  time  immemorial,  and 
is  to  be  learnt  from  the  books  and  rep<Mrt8  of  that 
counVy  ?  If  it  be  answered  that  these  words  com- 
prise civil  controversies  only,  though  no  reason 
t|>pear8  for  this  distinction,  yet  what  is  to  be  done 

Eth  other  terms,  with  trial,  jury,  impeachment, 
;.,  for  an  explanation  of  all  whicn,  the  common 
law  alone  can  furnish  a  standard?  It  has  been 
said  by  the  gentleman  that  the  Constitution  has 
specified  the  only  crimes  that  are  cognizable  under 
it;  but  other  crimes  had  been  made  penal  at  an 
early  period  of  the  Government,  by  express  statute, 
to  which  no  exception  had  been  taken.  For  ex- 
ample, stealing  public  records,  perjury,  obstruct- 
ing the  officers  of  justice,  bribery  in  a  Judge,  and 
even  a  contract  to  give  a  bribe,  (which  last  was 
a  restraint  upon  the  liberty  of  writing  and  speak- 
ing,) were  all  punishable,  and  why?  Not  be- 
cause they  are  described  in  the  Constitution,  but 
because  they  are  crimes  against  the  United  States — 
because  laws  against  them  are  necessary  to  carry 
other  laws  into  effect ;  because  they  tend  to  sul^* 
yert  the  Constitution.  The  same  reasons  applied 
to  the  offences  mentioned  in  the  bill. 

Mr.  Otis  contended  that  this  construction  of 
die  Constitution  was  abundantly  supported  by  the 
act  for  establishing  the  Judicial  Courts.  That  act, 
in  describing  certam  powers  of  the  District  Court, 
contains  this  remarkable  expression  :  "  saving  to 
suitors  in  all  cases  the  right  of  a  common  law 
remedy,  where  the  common  law  was  competent 
to  give  it."  He  codld  not  tell  whence  this  com- 
petency was  derived,  unless  from  the  Constitu- 
fion ;  nor  did  he  perceive  how  this  competency 
applied  to  civil  and  not  to  criminal  cases. 

it  was,  therefore^  most  evident  to  his  mind,  that 
the  Constitution  or  the  United  States,  prior  to  the 
amendments  that  have  been  been  added  to  it,  se- 
cured to  the  National  Government  the  cognizance 
of  all  the  crimes  enumerated  in  the  bill,  and  it 
only  remained  to  be  considered  whether  those 
amendments  divested  it  of  this  power.  The 
amendment  quoted  by  the 'gentleman  from  Virgi- 
ida  is  in  these  words :  ".Consress  shall  make  no 
hiw  abridging  the  freedom  of  speech  and  of  the 
press."  The  terms  ^  freedom  of  speech  and  of 
the  press,"  he  supposed,  were  a  phraseology  per- 
fectiy  familiar  in  tne  jurisprudence  of  every  Stale, 
arnd  of  a  certain  and  techmcal  meaning.  It  was  a 
mode  of  expression  which  we  had  borrowed  from 
*  the  only  country  in  which  it  had  been  tolerated, 
and  he  pledged  nimself  to  prove  that  the  construe- 
tkAi  which  he  should  give  to  those  terms,  should 
ba  eonsonant  not  only  to  the  laws  of  that  country, 
hut  to  the  laws  and  judicial  decisions  of  many  of 


the  States  composing  the  Union.  This  freedom, 
said  Mr.  O..  is  nothing  more  than  the  liberty  ot 
writing,  publishing,  and  speaking,  one's  tboughti, 
under  me  condition  of  being  answerable  to  the  ia- 
jured  party,  whether  it  be  the  Government  or  at 
individual,  for  false,  malicious,  and  seditious  ex- 
pressions, whether  spoken  or  written ;  and  the  lib* 
erty  of  the  press  is  merely  an  exemption  from  sU 
previous  restrain ts»  In  support  of  this  doctrine,  he 
quoted  Bladeston^s  CommenUmes^  under  the 
head  of  Hbels,  and  read  an  extract  to  prove  that 
in  England,  formerly^  the  press  was  subject  to  a 
licenser ;  and  that  this  restraint  was  afterward r^ 
moved,  by  which  means  the  freedom  of  the  mm 
was  established.  He  would  not,  however,  dweU 
upon  the  law  of  England,  the  authority  of  whidi 
it  mi^ht  suit  the  convenience  of  gentlemen  to 
question ;  but  he  would  demonstrate  that  although 
in  several  of  the  State  eonstituiions,  the  liberty  of 
speech  and  of  the  press  were  guarded  by  the  most 
express  and  unequivocal  language,  the  Legisla* 
tares  and  Judicial  departments  of  those  States  bad 
adopted  the  definitions  of  the  English  hw,  and 
provided  for  the  punish mait  of  ddamatory  and 
seditious  libels.  To  begin  with  New  Hampshire: 
In  the  Bill  of  Rights  of  that  State,  it  is  declared, 
"  That  the  liberty  of  the  press  is  essential  to  the 
security  of  freedom  in  a  State ;  it  ought,  there- 
fore, to  be  inviolably  preserved."  By  an  act  pass- 
ed in  Februar]r,  1791,.  subsequent  to  the  adoptioa 
of  that  Constitution  "  an^r  person  of  the  age  of 
fourteen  and  upward,  making  and  publishing  a  lie 
or  libel,  tending  to  the  defamation  of  any  persoB, 
is  liable  on  conviction  to  a  fine,"  dbc.  The  decla- 
ration of  rights  prefixed  to  the  Constitutioa  of 
Massachusetts,  contains  an  article  to  the  same 
effect  with  that  of  New  Hampshire ;  yet  in  die 
law  establishing  the  Supreme  Court  of  tnat  State^ 
cognizance  is  given  to  it,  among  other  things,  of er 
all  offences  and  misdemeanors  of  a  public  oatme 
"  tending  to  a  breach  of  the  peace,  oppressioa  of 
the  subject,  raising  of  faction,  ccmtroversy  or  de- 
bate, to  any  manner  of  misgovernment."  By  an* 
other  law,  an^  person  aiding  in  a  lottery  by  priat- 
ing  or  publishing  a  scheme  on  account  of  i^  was 
punishable."  Another  law  provided,  *'  that  ifan^f 
person  by  public  or  private  aiscourse  or  convena- 
tion,  or  by  any  ways  or  means,  should  dissuade  or 
endeavor  to  prevent  an  ofiicer  trom  doing  his  daty 
in  quelling  riots,"  he  is  subject  to  a  heavy  penalty. 
In  Pennsylvania  they  carried  matters  still  further 
In  their  Bill  of  Rights,  we  find  "  that  the  printing 
presses  shall  be  free  to  every  person  who  unde^ 
takes  to  examine  the  proceedings  of  the  Legisla- 
ture, or  any  branch  of^  the  Government  and  do 
law  shall  ever  be  made  to  restrain  the  free  right 
thereof.  The  free  communication  of  thougatt 
and  opinions  is  one  of  the  invaluable  rights  of  man, 
and  every  citizen  may  freely  write,  prmt  or  spedJL 
on  any  subject,  beinff  responsible  mr  the  abuse  of 
that  liberty."  Yet,  m  Pennsylvania,  a  law  has 
been  made,  and  he  had  heara  from  the  best  aa- 
thority  was  still  in  force  "  making  it  high  treason 
to  propose  a  new  con^tution  in  that  State." 

Mr.  Gallatin  denied  the  existence  i^  any  sooh 
law. 
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Mr.  Otis  repUed  that  he  might,  perhaps,  have 
mlstakea  the  precise  words,  but  it  ¥ras  to  that 
ejlfect. 

If  we  go  to  Virginia,  said  Mr.  O.,  we  shall  read 
in  their  constitution  ^*that  the  freedom  of  the 
press  eannot  be  restrained,  except  in  despotic  Qov- 
«fnments;"  but,  in  the  act  passed  December,  1792, 
ii  is  provided,  *^  that  if  any  person  shdl,  by  writing 
or  speaking,  endearor  to  mstigate  the  people  to 
orect  or  establish  any  Qoyemment  separate  or  in- 
dependent of  the  Government  of  Virginia,  he  shall 
be  subject  to  any  punishment  not  extending  to  life 
6t  member,  which  the  court  may  adjudge." 
They  have  anoth^  act  against  cursing  and 
awearii)g,  which  is  merely  using  the  liberty  of 
.speech. 

In  all  these  instances,  it  is  clearly  understood, 
Ihat  to  punish  licentiousness  and  sedition  is  not  a 
Mstraint  or  abrid£inent  of  the  freedom  of  speech 
«r  (^  the  press^  He  might  no  doubt  multiply  these 
examples,  and  appeal  to  the  opiatons  and  decisions 
«f  many  learned  Cowrts  and  juries,*  bat  he  would 
confine  himself  to  the  Courts  of  Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  O.  then  read  divers  extracts  irom  a  case 
found  in  DaUa^s  Reports :  the  Commonwealth  vs. 
Oswald,  and  the  opinion  of  the  Chief  Justice, 
which,  as  he  said,avowed  and  fortified  the  law  with 
all  its  distinctions  as  stated  by  himself;  and  this 
opinion,  he  declared,  had  been  incidentally  sanc- 
tioned by  the  whole  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania, 
upon  Mr.  Oswald's  petition.  He  said  he  should 
despair  of  finding  this  great  Constitutional  law 
expounded  with  the  same  pertinence  and  elo- 
quence, but  that  be  held  in  his  hand  another  docu- 
ment containing  a  late  charge  to  a  grand  jury 
from  the  same  learned  Judge.  [This  charge  he 
idao  proceeded  to  read.] 

Mr.  O.  having  finished  reading  this  extract,  re- 
peated his  expressions  of  astonishment  that  gen- 
tlemen should  raise  such  an  outcry  against  a  law 
BO  perfectly  analogous  to  the  laws  and  usages  un- 
der which  they  had  all  been  born  and  bred.  If 
ihb  law  were  a  violation  of  the  Constitution,  each 
State  had  infringed  upon  its  own  constitution  ;  for 
it  was  not  more  true  that  all  the  powers  not  given 
to  Congress  were  retained  by  the  States,  than  that 
all  the  powers  not  given  to  the  States  were  retain- 
ed bv  the  people. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  had  inquired  how 
a  line  could  be  drawn  between  the  liberty  and 
iicentioasness  of  the  press?  He  would  inform 
him,  that  an  honest  jury  was  competent  to  such 
a  discrimination,  they  could  decide  upon  the  false- 
hood and  malice  of  the  intention.  How,  said  he, 
do  thejr  draw  a  line  of  discrimination  in  the  case 
of  a  forgery  of  public  security  1  This  crime  is 
efieoted  through  the  medium  of  the  press  or  of  the 
pen.  How  can  they  punish  the  intent  when  a 
man  offers  a  bribe  to  a  Judge,  which  may  be  done 
by  words  only  ?  These  are  offences  which  the 
oentlemen  would  anxiously  discountenance.  Yet 
Hurgery  b  only  the  liberty  of  the  press  upon  his 
construction,  and  an  offer  of  bribery  is  merely 
freedom  of  speech.  Is  it  not  a  restraint  upon  the 
freedom  of  speech,  that  the  people  in  the  gailerj 
•M  not  allowed  to  join  in  this  debate?    Yet  this 


would  hardly  be  permitted.  Why  then,  said  Mr. 
O,^  are  gentlemen  so  feelingly  alive  on  this  sub- 
ject? Where  lies  the  injury  in  attempting  to 
check  the  progress  of  calumny  and  falsehood? 
Or  how  is  society  aided  bv  the  gross  and  monstrous 
outrages  upon  truth  and  nonor,  and  public  cbamp- 
ter  and  private  peace  which  inundate  the  country  ? 
Can  there  be  any  necessity  of  allowing  anony* 
mous  and  irresponsible  accusers  to  drag  before  the 
tribunal  of  public  opinion,  magistrates,  and  men 
in  office,  upon  false  and  groundless  chargies? 
There  are  sixteen  Legislatures  in  the  United 
States,  in  which  all  the  measures  of  Gh>vemme&t 
are  open  to  investigation.  There  are  two  Houses 
of  Congress,  in  which  every  accusation  and  sns* 
picion  may  have  free  vent,  wherein  our  jealousiea 
and  prejudices  mav  be  uttered  without  restraint 
and  every  man  will  still  be  at  liberty  to  print  aaa 
speak  at  pleasure;  but  he  must  be  prepared  to 
prove  those  charges  which  bring  disgrace  upon  his 
fellow-citizens.  No  reasonable  being  can  desire 
a  greater  latitude  than  this.  But  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  is  fearful  that  an  im])artial  jury 
will  not  t^  found  in  the  present  excited  state  of 
the  public  opinion ;  but  if  twelve  honest  men  can- 
not be  found  to  acquit  a  libellist,  he  ought  to  be 
convicted.  He  urges  further  that,  even  in  Oreat 
Britain,  Parliament  has  never  made  laws  to  re*> 
strain  censorious  remarks  upon  its  measures ;  but, 
in  Great  Britain,  Government  is  more  able  to  pro- 
tect itself,  and,  if  the  gentleman  pleases,  he  may 
add,  it  is  less  aeservinff  of  protection.  It  should 
be  remembered,  too,  that  the  esteem  and  confix- 
dence  of  the  people  is  of  less  consequence  to  a 
British  Parliament,  than  it  is  to  an  American 
Congress;  and,  moreover,  that  libels  as  well 
against  Parliament,  as  other  bodies  of  men,  are 
offences  at  common  law.  Neither  does  the  pree* 
ent  bill  restrain  a  free  animadversion  upon  the 
proceedings  of  Congress,  or  the  conduct  of  its 
members;  it  merely  pronibits  calumny  and  de- 
ception. The  gentleman  from  Virginia  had  made 
another  singular  objection  to  the  bill,  arising  from 
an  apprehension  that,  by  it,  a  blow  was  aimed  at 
an  inaividual  printer,  to  whose  paper  he  subscribe 
ed,  as  it  was  one  of  tne  onl^^  three  or  four  papers 
that  were  open  to  a  free  discussion  of  the  meas- 
ures of  the  Administration.  The  right  of  the 
gentleman  to  subscribe  for  the  paper  alluded  to, 
could  not  be  disputed,  although  his  rears  must  pro- 
ceed from  an  oi>inion  that  it  would  inevitably  fall 
under  the  description  of  writings  intended  by  the 
bUl.  Butj  does  the  gentleman  speak  from  personal 
information  in  alleging  that  other  presses  are 
shut  against  strictures  upon  the  Government? 
Has  admission  been  refused  to  the  lucubrations  of 
himself  or  friends?  If  not,  he  should  not  com** 
plain  because  the  editors  of  newspaners  generally, 
and  the  people  at  large,  are  too  well  satisfied  wim 
the  conduct  of  Gbvernment  to  volunteer  an  oppo- 
sition. The  public  approbation  and  contentment 
expressed  in  the  daily  papers,  was  the  highest  and 
most  honorable  testimony  of  the  wisdom  of  [mblie 
measures,  unless  it  be  supposed  that  the  printers 
froii4  one  end  of  the  Continent  to  the  other,  arfe 
paid  by  the  Administration  for  sappresaiBg  troth  s 
Digitized  b> 
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a  confederacy  this,  much  less  likely  to  exist;  than 
one  consisting  of  three  or  four  printers,  for  (he 
propagation  of  error  and  mischief: 

Mr.  Otis  concluded  by  apolo^zing  to  the  com- 
mittee for  the  time  he  had  employed  upon  topics 
so  familiar  to  them  as  the  present.  He  was  aware 
that  the  right  of  Congress  to  l^islate  upon  this 
subject,  appeared  to  a  majority  of  that  House  self- 
erident,  and  begged  to  assure  them,  that  he  did 
not  mean  to  insult  the  understanding  of  gentle- 
men by  enlarging  upon  principles  so  perfectly 
plain  and  undeniaole.  He  justiaed  himself  only 
oy  the  occasion.  He  knew  that  most  unusual 
attempts  were  made  to  deceive  the  people  and 
alarm  their  fears,  that  they  were  threatened  with 
the  deprivation  of  a  darling  privilege.  It,  there- 
fore, was  proper  to  remind  them,  that  these  were 
idle  terrors,  and  that  no  innovation  was  attempted 
upon  the  immemorial  laws  and  customs  ofthe 
country.  They  were  still  at  liberty,  and  would 
ever  be  so,  to  use  their  tongues  and  their  pens, 
like  all  other  property,  so  as  to  do  no  wanton  and 
unjustifiable  injury  to  others.  He,  therefore, 
hoped  the  bill  would  pass. 

Mr.  Macon  said,  the  same  section  of  the  Con- 
stitution which  forbids  any  interference  with  the 
freedom  of  speech  and  of  the  press,  extends  also 
to  religious  establishments,  ana  says,  "  Congress 
tikall  make  no  law  respecting  an  establishment  of 
religion,  or  prohibiting  the  tree  exercise  thereof." 
This  bill  ought  to  be  considered,  therefore,  as  the 
commencement  of  a  system  which  might  as  well 
be  extended  to  the  establishment  of  a  national 
religion,  as  to  a  "  restraint  of  speech  and  of  the 
press."  He  acknowledged  the  bul  was  less  excep- 
tionable than  when  it  came  from  the  Senate ;  but 
it  yet  contained  the  principle  which  he  considered 
as  violating  the  Constitution. 

Mr.  M.  said,  he  had  attended  to  all  that  had 
been  said  in  support  of  this  bill;  but  could  find 
nothing  like  argument  in  it.  When  the  words  of 
the  Constitution  were  so  express,  it  seems  impos- 
sible they  could  be  understood  as  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  had  represented  them.  Seve- 
ral authorities,  Mr.  M.  said,  had  been  read  to  show 
that  this  bill  will  form  a  Constitutional  law.  He 
believed,  however,  far  more  mi^ht  be  adduced 
to  show  the  reverse.  He  believed  the  best  way  of 
cominff  at  the  truth  of  the  construction  of  any 
part  of  the  Constitution,  was,  by  examining  the 
opinions  that  were  held  respecting  it  when  it  was 
under  discussion  in  the  different  States. 

Mr.  M.  then  proceeded  to  quote  the  opinions  of 
the  leading  members  in  several  of  the  State  con- 
yentions,  in  order  to  show,  from  the  opinions  of 
the  friends  of  the  Constitution,  that  it  was  never 
understood  that  prosecutions  for  libels  could  take 
place  under  the  General  Gk>vemment;  but  that 
they  must  be  carried  on  in  the  State  courts,  as 
the  Constitution  gave  no  power  to  Congress  to 
pass  laws  on  this  subject.  Not  a  single  member 
iQ  any  of  the  conventions  gave  an  opinion  to  the 
contrary.  The  following  are  the  words  of  Judge 
Iredell,  of  North  Carolina,  on  the  occasion.  Judge 
Wilson,  of  this  State,  and  several  others,  jvere 
equally  strong ;  bat  we  have  them  not  at  hand, 


and  if  we  had,  to  give  extracts  from  the  whole 
would  occupy  too  much  room.  In  the  Convea- 
tion  of  North  Carolina,  in  reply  to  a  member  who 
had  said  that  the  Oeneral  Uovemmeut  might 
make  it  treason  to  write  against  the  most  arbi- 
trary proceedings,  but  who,  it  appears,  afterwards 
corrected  himself,  and  said  he  meant  only  mit- 
prision  of  treason,  and  only  that  it  might  be  done 
within  the  ten  miles  sc^uare,  where  they  were  to- 
have  exclusive  legislation,  Judge  Iredell  thnt 
spoke : 

**  Where  i»  the  power  given  them  to  do  this  1  Thej 
(Congress)  have  power  to  define  and  punish  pindts 
and  felonies  committed  on  the  high  seas,  and  offenoei 
against  the  law  of  nations ;  bnt  they  have  no  power  to 
define  any  other  crime  whatever.  This  shows  hoir 
apt  gentlemen  are  to  commit  mistakes.  Thepowen 
of  the  Government  are  particularly  enumerated  aad 
defined.  They  can  claim  no  others  bnt  such  as  are  m 
enumerated.  In  mv  opinion,  they  are  excluded  as 
much  from  the  exercise  of  any  other  authority,  as  they 
could  be  by  the  strongest  negative  claaae  that  oouki  1» 
framed." 

Mr.  M.  also  quoted  the  opinions  of  members  of 
Congress  at  the  time  the  amendments  to  the  Con- 
stitution were  adopted,  to  prove  the  same  thinj. 
And  inquired  how  it  was  come  to  pass,  not- 
withstanding all  the  positive  opinions  which  he 
had  quoted  to  the  contrary,  that  Congress  should 
now  conceive  that  they  have  power  to  pass  laws 
on  this  subject  ?  He  could  himself  find  no  ground 
to  justify  the  change. 

Gentlemen,  Mr.  M.  said,  might  call  this  a  harm- 
less bill ;  but  however  harmless  it  may  be,  it  b  t 
beginning  to  act  upon  forbidden  ground,  and  no 
one  can  say  to  what  extent  it  may  hereafter  be 
carried.  He  thought  this  subject  or  the  liberty  of 
the  press  was  sacred,  and  ought  to  be  left  where 
the  Constitution  had  left  it.  The  States  hare 
complete  power  on  the  subject,  and  when  Con- 
crress  l^isfates,  it  ought  to  have  confidence  in  the 
States,  as  the  States  ought  also  to  have  confidence 
in  Congress,  or  our  Government  is  gone.  This 
Government  depends  upon  the  State  Legislamres 
for  existence.  They  have  only  to  refuse  to  elect 
Senators  to  Congress,  and  all  is  ffone.  He  be- 
lieved there  was  nowhere  any  complaint  of  a  want 
of  proper  laws  under  the  State  Governments ;  and 
though  there  may  not  be  remedies  found  for  eveiy 
grievance  in  the  GJeneral  Government,  what  it 
wants  of  power  will  be  found  in  the  State  Gov- 
ernments, and  there  can  be  no  dou6t  but  that 
power  will  be  duly  exercised  when  necessity  calb 
for  it. 

Mr.  M.  concluded  with  observing,  that  from 
the  best  examination  which  he  had  been  able  to 
give  to  the  subject,  he  was  convinced  that  Con- 
gress does  not  possess  the  power  to  pass  a  law  Kke 
the  present ;  but  if  there  be  a  majority  dcte^ 
mined  to  pass  it,  he  could  only  hope  that  the 
Judges  would  exercbe  the  power  placed  in  them 
of  determining  the  law  an  unconstitutional  law, 
if,  upon  scrutiny,  they  find  it  to  be  so. 

Mr.  Livingston  said,  that  notwithstanding  Ae 
sarcasms  which  had  been  thrown  out  against  those 
who  oppose  this  measure;  notwithstanding  that 
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kind  of  accommodatitig  principle  which  has  been 
set  up  and  reiteratedf  that  the  powers  of  this  Gon- 
stitutiop  extend  to  erery  possible  case — a  princi- 
ple which  goes  to  the  destruction  of  State  author- 
ities, and  makes  that  instrument  mean  anything 
or  nothing — notwithstanding  this,  he  should  again 
venture  to  engage  the  attention  of  the  Hou^e 
while  he  endearored  to  show  that  this  bill  is  not 
only  contrarjr  to  the  spirit,  but  to  the  direct  letter 
of  the  Constitution. 

The  Ck>nstitution  declares  that  ^*  no  law  shall 
be  passed  to  abridge  the  liberty  of  speech  or  of 
the  press."  Let  us  mquire,  said  Mr.  L..  what  was 
the  liberty  enjoyed  at  the  time  this  declaration 
was  agreed  to,  and  see  whether  citizens  will  enjoy 
the  same  liber  tyafter  this  law  passes  that  they 
then  enjoyed.  Will  sentlemen  say  that  the  same 
liberty  of  writing  and  speakinff  dia  not  exist  then 
th^t  now  exists  ?  If  they  will  not  say  thb,  must 
they  not  allow  that  the  Cfonstitution  is  positive  in 
prohibiting  any  change  in  this  respect  f  Gentle- 
men may  call  this  literty  an  eril,  if  they  please ; 
if  it  be  an  evil  (which  he  was  far  from  beheving) 
it  is  an  evil  perpetrated  by  the  Constitution. 

The  Constitution  seems  to  have  contemplated 
•eases  which  might  arise  at  a  future  day.  It  seems 
to  have  foreseen  that  majorities  (far  be  it  from  him 
•to  believe  the  present  majority  is  of  the  number) 
might  be  actuated  by  dispositions  hostile  to  the 
<}k>vernment ;  that  it  might  wish  to  pass  laws  to 
suppress  the  only  means  by  which  its  corrupt 
views  might  be  made  known  to  the  people,  and 
therefore  says,  no  law  shall  be  passed  to  abridg^e 
<the  liberty  of  speech  and  of  the  press.  This  pri- 
vilege is  connected  with  another  dear  and  valua- 
ble privilege — the  liberty  of  conscience.  What 
is  liberty  of  conscience?  Gentlemen  may  to- 
morrow establish  a  national  relif^ion  agreeably  to 
the  opinion  of  a  majority  of  this  House,  on  the 
ground  of  an  uniformity  of  worship  beinj^  more 
consistent  with  public  happiness  than  a  diversity 
of  worship.  The  doing  of  this  is  not  less  forbid- 
den than  the  act  which  the  House  are  about  to  do. 
But,  it  is  said,  will  you  suffer  a  printer  to  abuse 
his  fellow-citizens  with  impunity,  ascribing  his 
conduct  to*  the  very  worst  of  motives  ?  Is  no  pun- 
iJihment  to  be  inflicted  on  such  a  person  ?  Yes. 
There  is  a  remedy  for  offences  of  tnis  kind  in  the 
laws  of  every  State  in  the  Union.  Every  man's 
character  is  protected  by  law,  and  every  mat)  who 
shall  publish  a  libel  on  any  part  of  the  Govern- 
ment, IS  liable  to  punishment.  Not,  said  Mr.  L., 
by  laws  which  we  ourselves  have  made,  but  by 
4aws  passed  by  the  several  States.  And  is  not 
this  most  proper  ?  Suppose  a  libel  were  written 
against  the  President,  where  is  it  most  probable 
4hat  such  an  offence  would  receive  an  impartial 
trial?  In  a  court,  the  judges  of  which  are  ap- 
pointed by  the  President,  by  a  jury  selected  by  an 
oflieer  holding  his  office  at  the  will  of  the  Presi- 
dent ?  or  in  a  court  independent  of  any  influence 
whatever?  The  States  are  as  much  interested  in 
the  preservation  of  the  General  €k)vernment  as 
we  are.  We  do  wrong  when  we  attempt  to  set  up 
interests  independent  of  the  States.  Tney  are  all 
desirous  of  preserving  the  Constitution  as  it  now 


stands ;  and  it  is.  therefore,  much  more  probable 
that  justice  will  be  found  in  a  court  in  which 
neither  of  the  parties  have  influence,  than  in  one 
which  is  wholly  in  the  power  of  the  President. 

But,  it  is  said  this  Government  is  liable  to  suffer 
abuse  of  the  worst  kind ;  the  worst  motives  may 
be  attributed  to  it,  the  most  false  statements  made 
with  respect  to  its  conduct,  and  no  band  can  be  held 
out  to  protect  it.  For  his  own  part,  he  believed  there 
ouffht  to  be  no  such  power.  He  believed  every 
independent  Government  was  equal  to  the  protec- 
tion of  its  private  or  public  character ;  but  when 
gentlemen  speak  of  slanders  against  the  Govern- 
ment, he  knew  of  no  such  thing.  We  are  charged, 
for  instance,  with  passing  an  unconstitutional 
act — with  violating  our  oaths.  What  answer  is  it 
proposed  we  should  make  to  the  charge  ?  We  are 
not  to  disprove  the  fact,  and  let  the  public  judge 
between  us,  but  we  are  immediately  to  prosecute 
the  man  who  makes  the  charge.  You  may,  by 
thus  acting,  establish  error  as  soon  as  truth ;  you  put 
them  both  on  the  same  footing ;  you  crush  them 
by  force  of  arms,  and  not  by  tne  force  of  reason. 
This  is  the  same  system  which  heretofore  lighted 
the  fires  of  Smithneld,  and  which  has  produced  so 
much  bloodshed  and  ruin  amongst  mankind. 

But  even  the  Constitutional  objection  to  thb 
bill,  ^eat  as  it  is,  is  of  small  importance,  when  it  is 
considered  in  another  point  ot  view.  He  looked 
upon  it  as  a  link  in  a  chain  of  events  leading  to  the 
most  serious  consequences — events  which  he  had 
always  opposed  and  constantly  deplored — leading 
to  a  practical  change  in  our  Government.  Gen- 
tlemen may  think  this  is  not  so.  He  had  frequently 
heard  them  speak  of  weak  and  rotten  parts  of 
the  system  ;  they  may  wish  only  to  strengthen  the 
weak  parts,  and  cut  out  the  rotten.  But,  Mr.  L. 
said,  he  admired  the  Constitution  in  its  present 
form  \  he  bad  superadded  to  this  admiration  the 
sanction  of  an  oath.  Both  inclination  and  duty, 
therefore,  led  him  to  oppose  measures  which,  in  his 
opinion,  went  to  a  radical  change  of  it. 

Many  writers  have  amused  themselves,  and  in- 
structed the  world,  by  delineating  the  means  by 
which  free  Gk)vernments  gradually  become  op- 
pressive ;  and  some  of  them  the  means  by  which 
free  Governments  become  Despotisms.  He  would 
take  the  liberty  of  reading  an  extract  out  of  one 
of  the  best  writings  he  had  seen  on  this  subject^ 
the  best  in  this  view :  as  it  shows  how  a  Govern- 
ment, orj^nized  like  ours,  may  come  to  destruc- 
tion. 1&  would  barely  read  the  passajg^^  and  if  it 
did  not  make  an  impression  on  the  minds  of  gen- 
tlemen, he  should  despair  of  saying  anything  that 
would,  f  Mr.  Dana  inquired  the  name  of  the  au- 
thor.] Mr.  Livingston  replied,  the  book  he  allud- 
ed to  was  John  Adams's  Defence  of  the  American 
Constitution.  Whilst  he  read  this,  he  wished  it 
to  be  recollected  that  it  had  been  declared  on  this 
floor  that  none  but  men  of  a  certain  political  opin- 
ion would  be  chosen  by  the  President  to  office. 
Mr.  L.  then  read  as  follows : 

*<  A  few  eminent,  conqHenoiis  disiaeten,  will  be  eoa- 

tinned  in  their  seats  ki  the  Sovereign  AMemblj»  bom 

I  ne  etection  to  another,  whatever  chsages  avs  mads  ia 
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the  feats  around  them.  By  sDperi<»  art,  address,  and 
opulence ;  by  more  splendid  birth,  reputation,  and  con- 
nexions, they  wiU  be  able  to  intrigue  with  the  people, 
and  their  leaders  out  of  doors,  until  they  worm  out  most 
of  their  opposers  and  introduce  their  friends.  To  this 
end,  they  will  bestow  all  offices,  contracts,  privileges  in 
commerce,  and  other  emoluments,  on  the  latter,  and 
their  connexions,  and  throw  every  vexation  and  disap- 
pointment in  the  way  of  the  former,  until  they  establish 
such  a  system  of  hopes  and  fears  titiroughout  the  State 
as  shall  enable  them  to  carry  a  majority  in  eveiy  fresh 
election  of  the  House.  The  Judges  will  be  appcnnted 
W  them  and  their  party,  and,  of  consequence,  will  be 
obsequious  enougl^  to  dieir  indinations.  The  whole 
Judicial  authorify,  as  well  as  the  Executive,  will  be 
employed,  perverted,  and  prostituted  to  the  purposes  of 
•lectioneering.  No  justice  will  be  attainable*  nor  will 
iBiiocence  or  vhrtae  be  safe  in  the  Judiciary  Courts,  but 
for  the  friends  of  the  prevailing  leaders.  Legal  prosecu- 
tions wiU  be  instituted  and  carried  on  against  opposers, 
to  their  vexation  and  ruin ;  and,  as  they  have  the  public 
purse  at  command,  as  well  as  the  Executive  and  Judi- 
cial power,  the  public  money  will  be  expended  in  the 
same  way.  No  fiivors  will  be  attainable  but  by  those 
who  will  court  the  ruling  demagogues  in  the  House  by 
voting  for  their  friends  and  instruments ;  and  pensions 
and  pecuniary  rewards  and  gratifications,  as  well  as  honor 
and  offices  of  every  kind,  wUl  be  voted  to  friends  and  par- 
tisans. The  leading  minds  and  most  influential  (£ar- 
•cters  among  the  clergy  will  be  courted,  and  the  views 
•f  ^  youth  in  this  department  wiU  be  turned  upon  those 
men,  apd  the  road  to  promotion  and  employment  in  the 
church  will  be  obstructed  against  such  as  will  not  wor* 
siiip  the  general  idol.  Capital  characters  among  the 
physicians  wUl  not  be  forgotten,  and  the  means  of  ac- 
fuiring  reputation  in  the  practice  of  the  healing  art, 
"^ill  be  to  get  the  State  trumpeters  on  the  side  of  youth. 
The  bar,  too,  will  be  made  so  subservient  that  a  young 
gentleman  will  have  no  chance  to  obtain  a  character,  or 
clients,  but  by  falling  in  with  the  views  of  the  Judges 
and  their  creators.  Even  the  theatres  and  actors  and 
actresses  must  become  politicians,  and  convert  the  pub- 
He  pleasures  into  eng^es  of  popularity  for  the  govern- 
ing members  of  the  House.  The  press,  that  great  bar- 
rier and  bulwark  of  the  rights  of  mankind,  when  it  is 
|Mtected  in  its  freedom  by  law,  can  now  no  longer  be 
free ;  if  the  authors,  writers,  and  printers,  will  not  ac- 
cept of  the  hire  that  will  be  ofierod  them,  they  must 
•ubmil  to  the  ruin  that  will  be  denounced  against  them. 
The  presses,  with  much  secrecy  and  conceahnent,  will 
be  made  the  vehicles  of  calumny  against  the  minority, 
and  of  panegyric  and  empirical  applause  of  the  leaders 
pf  the  majority,  and  no  remedy  can  possibly  be  obtained. 
In  one  word,  the  whole  system  of  affiiirs,  and  every 
conceivable  motive  of  hope  and  fear,  will  be  employed  to 
promote  the  private  interests  of  a  few,  and  their  obsequi- 
ous majority ;  and  there  is  no  remedy  but  in  artM  / 

Sad  remedy  1  He  hoped  the  people  of  this  coun- 
tnr  would  never  be  forced  to  have  recourse  to  it. 
If  the  fatal  tendency  of  certain  measures  be  what 
they  are  here  described,  (and  he  believed  the  re- 
presentation to  be  a  just  one,)  it  behooved  us  to 
beware  in  time. 

Mr.  L.  would  be  glad  if  gentlemen  would  inform 
the  House  of  any  jrood  which  would  be  derived 
from  the  passage  of  this  bili— of  any  evil  which  it 
wiQ  remedy  ?  If  they  co«dd  not  do  this,  be  further 
«lifrMled  Utem  to  thtftk  of  the  «vib  wmoh  it  may 


produce.  He  feared  it  would  lessen  the  confideficft 
of  the  people  in  the  €k>vernment.  By  the  ad- 
dresses which  we  see  pour  in,  from  every  quaiter, 
it  would  seem  that  this  confidence  is  now  possessed, 
and  he  hoped  Crovemment  would  be  carefril  not 
to  lose  it.  But  to  judge  from  addresses  alone^  was 
but  a  fallacious  mode  of  judging.  In  proof  of  thia 
Mr.  L.  referred  to  Dalrymple's  History  of  the  Reign 
of  James  L,  which  snows  that  this  monarch  was 
overpowered  with  the  most  fulsome  addresses,  at« 
time  when  the  people  in  general  were  disaffected 
to  his  Crovemment  to  the  highest  degree.  This, 
he  said,  was  a  strong  historical  fact,  which  oo^ 
to  have  its  due  weight  The  political  situttioa 
of  this  country  very  much  resembles  that  of  Ed^ 
land  at  the  time  alluded  to. 

The  efifect  of  this  bill  may  be  to  lift  a  few  men 
into  consequence  who  were  never  of  an^  befon, 
and  to  ruin  two  or  three  others ;  but  it  will  be  ia 
vain  to  attempt  to  hide  the  misconduct  of  Ooven- 
ment  from  the  people.  The  thing  will  defeat  its 
own  end.  They  will,  besides,  be  struck  with  the 
flagrant  breach  which  it  makes  in  the  ConstitutioA, 
compared  with  which,  he  looked  upon  war^  pes- 
tilence, and  everj  other  calamity,  as  of  trining 
consequence.  Time  may  remove  these,  but  of  ai 
unforgivinff,  dreary  despotism,  who  can  see  tht 
end  ?  God  forbid  that  we  should  ever  be  eallecl 
upon  to  employ  our  talents  to  the  overtQmi&g  flf 
such  a  Government ! 

Mr.  Dana  said,  no  honest  man  wanted  the  hb- 
erty  of  uttering  malicious  falsehood — %nd  this  law 
would  operate  against  no  other  publications. 

Mr.  Gallatin  observed  that  the  same  kisd  ot 
general  answer  to  all  the  objections  against  the  bill, 
which  had  now  frdlen  from  the  gentleman  (torn 
Connecticut,  had  alreadv  been  used  by  him  oa 
the  first  reading  of  the  bill,  when  the  crimioalitf 
of  certain  writings  was  not  to  depe&d  on  their  being 
false  and  malicious.  The  remarks  of  that  genm- 
man  were,  however,  as  little  in  point  now,  and  lo 
more  applicable  to  the  argument  urged  against 
this  Inll,  than  they  were  before  it  had  received  ita 
present  modifications.  Was  the  bill,  in  its  prescat 
shape,  free  from  Constitutional  objections  ?  Sop- 
posmg  it  to  be  Constitutional  was  it  expedient  9 
or,  to  use  the  words  of  the  Constitution,  was  it  ne- 
cessary and  proper,  at  present,  to  pass  this  kwt 
These  were  the  two  important  questions  which 
claimed  the  attention  of  the  House. 

The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Oni) 
had  attempted  to  prove  the  constitutionality  of  the 
bill  by  asserting^  in  the  first  place,  that  the  power 
to  punish  libels  was  originally  vested  in  Coogreai 
by  the  Constitution,  and,  in  the  next  place,  that 
the  amendment  to  the  Constitution,  which  dedana 
that  Congress  shall  not  pass  any  law  abridging  the 
liberty  of  the  press,  had  not  deprived  them  of  the 
power  ori^nally  given.  In  order  to  establish  hm 
first  position,  the  gentleman  had  thought  it  sui^ 
ctent  to  insist  that  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Courts  m 
the  United  States  extended  to  ^e  punishment  ef 
offences  at  common  law,  that  is  to  sav,  of  ofieneit 
not  arisinjgunder  the  statutes  or  lawsor  theUnion-^ 
an  assertion  unfounded  in  itself^  and  which,  if  pro*^ 
ven,  wovld  not  soj^rt  tlie  point  he  fndeavois  i» 
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csttbliah.  That  assertion  was  unfoaoded }  for  the 
judicial  authority  of  those  courts  is,  by  the  Cousti- 
tatioB,  declared  to  extend  to  cases  of  Admiralty,  or 
affiscting  public  Ministers;  to  suits  between  States, 
citizens  of  different  States  or  foreigners,  and  to 
oases  aritinff  under  the  Constitution,  laws,  and 
treaties,  maae  under  the  authority  of  that  Constitu- 
tion ;  exol«ding,  therefore,  cases  not  arising  under 
either — cases  arising  under  the  common  law.  It 
was  preposterous  to  suppose,  with  the  ^pntleman 
from  Massachusetts,  that,  in  cases  arising  under 
the  Constitution,. were  included  offences  at  com- 
mon law ',  for  the  cases  meant  were  only,  either 
•uoh  as  might  arise  from  anyr  doubtful  construc- 
tion of  the  Constitution — ^for  instance  the  consti- 
tutionality of  a  law — or  those  arising  immediately 
wider  Ufty  specific  power  giren  or  prohibition  en- 
joined by  the  Constitution ;  such,  for  instance,  as 
4eclaringa  retrospectiTe  law  of  any  State  to  be  null 
and  Toid.  Nor  was  that  gentleman  more  fortu- 
nate in  his  choice  of  arguments,  when  he  thought 
he  eould  derive  any  proofs  in  support  of  the  sup- 
posed jurisdiction  of  the  Federal  Courts  from  the 
number  of  technical  expressions  in  tbe  Constitu- 
tion— such  as  vrU  of  habeas  corpus,  levying  tDor, 
dbc.,  which,  as  he  supposed,  recognised  the  com- 
mon law.  He  had  there  confounded  two  very 
distinct  ideas — the  principles  of  the  common  law, 
and  the  jurisdiction  over  cases  arian^  under  it. 
That  those  principles  were  recognised  m  the  cases 
where  the  coiuts  nad  jurindiction,  was  not  denied ; 
but  such  a  recognition  could  by  no  means  extend 
the  jurisdiction  beyond  the  specific  cases  defined 
hy  the  Constitution.  Butf  haa  that  gentleman  suc- 
ceeded in  proving  the  existence  of  tne  jurisdiction 
of  the  Federal  Courts  over  offences  at  common  law, 
and  miore  particularly  over  libels,  he  would  there- 
by have  adduced  the  strongest  ar^m^at  against 
the  passing  of  this  bill ;  for,  if  the  jurisdiction  did 
exist,  where  was  the  necessity  of  now  giving  it? 
If  the  judical  authority  of  the  Feder^  Courts,  by 
the  Constitution,  extended  to  the  punishment  of 
libels,  it  was  unnecessary  to  pass  this  law,  which, 
modified  as  it  is,  was  intended  by  its  supporters  for 
the  sole  purpose  of  enacting  into  a  law  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  the  common  law  of  libels.  The  gentle- 
•man  from  Massachusetts  himself,  by  his  em>rt8  to 
obtain  this  law,  had  shown  that  he  did  not  believe 
that  the  courts  could  act  in  the  case  of  libels,  with- 
out the  assistance  of  a  law ;  and  every  gentleman 
who  had  spoken  id  favor  of  this  bill  had  explicitly 
declared,  as  his  opinion,  that  the  Federal  Courts 
had  no  jurisdiction  whatever  over  offences  at  com- 
mon law.  Tbe  fitct  was,  that  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts,  although  he  had  at  first  stated  tl^ 
question  correctly,  by  sayinff  that  it  was  sufficient 
to  prove  that  the  power  of  passing  this  bill  was 

S>en  by  the  Constitution,  bad  afterwards  alto^e- 
er  forgotten  his  own  position — the  position  which 
it  was  incumbent  upon  him  to  prove— and  had  at- 
tempted to  establish  another  point,  unconnected 
with  the  first.  The  question  was  not  whether 
the  Courts  of  the  United  States  had,  without  this 
law,  the  power  to  punish  libels,  but  whether,  sup- 
posing they  had  not  the  power,  Congress  had  that 
^  giving  them  this  jurisdiction— whether  Con- 


gress were  vested  by  the  Constitution  with  the 
authority  of  passing  this  bill  ? 

For  a  proper  discussion  of  that  question,  Mr.  Q. 
said,  it  would  be  necessary  for  him  to  bring  once 
more  to  the  recollection  of  the  House  those  Cqur 
stitutional  principles  to  which  he  had  already, 
on  another  occasion,  adverted.  The  people  of  the 
United  States  were  not  under  the  authority  of  a 
simple,  or  of  one.  but  under  two  distinct  Grovem- 
ments — that  of  tne  different  States  in  which  they 
respectively  lived,  and  that  of  the  Union.  The 
Government  of  the  Union  was  not  a  consolidated 
on€L  possessing  general  power ;  it  was  only  a  fed- 
eral one,  vested  with  specific  powers,  defined  bf 
the  Constitution  ;  and  though  it  should  seem  that 
no  one  could,  on  reading  that  instrument,  mistake 
its  principle,  yet,  for  greater  security,  it  nad  been 
proyided,  by  aa  amendment  which  now  made  a 
part  of  the  Constitution,  that  the  power  not  dele- 
cted to  the  United  States,  nor  prohibited  to  the 
individual  States,  remained  respectively  with  the 
States,  or  with  the  people.  Hence  it  was  that  Con- 

gress  had  no  undefined  general  legislative  powers, 
ut  that  it  became  necessary  for  them,  whenever 
they  passed  a  law,  to  show  from  what  article  of 
that  charter  under  which  they  acted — from  what 
specific  power  vested  in  them  by  the  Constitu- 
tion— they  derived  the  authority  they  claimed.  In 
this  instance,  it  must  be  shown  that  the  Constitu- 
tion has  ^iven  them  the  power  to  pass  a  law  for 
the  punishment  of  libels.  It  would  not  be  con- 
tended that  any  such  power  was  specifically  giveiA, 
and  it  only  remained  to  be  examined  whether  it 
was  included  in  any  more  general  authority.  It 
had  been  insisted  that  Congress  had  the  power,  ged- 
erally,  to  provide  for  the  punishment  of  any  oSetir 
ces  against  Grovemment.  It  is  evident  that  such 
a  power,  if  it  did  exbt,  would  embrace  the  punish- 
ment of  any  ofiences  whatever,  vor  rather  of  any^ 
act,  whch,  though  not  criminal  in  itself,  might  tie 
obnoxious  to  the  persons  who  happened  to  have  Go- 
vernment in  their  hands;  far  any  such  act  might, 
by  them,  be  called  an  offence  aeainst  Government, 
and  made  criminal.  But,  so  tar  from  this  being 
the  case,  it  would  be  found  that  the  Constitution 
had  actually  specified  the  cases  in  which  Congress 
should  have  power  either  to  define  or  to  provide 
for  the  punishment  of  offences ;  and  they  were  the 
following :  piracies,  felonies  on  tbe  high  sea,  and 
offences  agamst  the  law  of  nations,  which  they  had 
a  right  to  define  and  punish ;  counterfeiting  the  coin 
or  public  securities  of  the  United  States ;  treasop, 
which  they  had  a  right  to  punish,  but  not  to  de- 
fine, it  being  expressly  defined  by  the  Constitu- 
tion itself;  all  offences  that  might  be  committed 
within  the  ten  miles  square,  forts,  arsenals,  &c.,  over 
which  the  United  States  might,  with  the  consent 
of  a  State,  acquire  exclusive  jurisdiction ;  and, 
finally,  opposition  or  offences  against  the  laws  er 
exercise  of  the  Constitutional  authority  of  any 
department — which  offences  Congress  had  a  right 
to  define  and  punish,  by  virtue  of  the  clause  of  the 
Constitution  which  empowered  them  to  pass  all 
laws  necessary  and  proper  for  carrying  into  execu- 
tion any  power  vested  by  the  Constitution  in  them, 
or  in  any  department.     Mr.  G.  tl^n  proceedea 
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to  enumerate  the  several  offences  defined  byr  the 
two  acts  providing  for  the  punishment  of  crimes 
against  the  United  States,  in  order  to  show  that 
Congress  had  heretofore  strictly  adhered  to  the  spe- 
cification of  the  Constitution,  and  never  attempted 
to  legislate  in  the  manner  proposed  by  this  bill. 

It  must  be  evident,  from  that  enumeration,  that 
the  only  clause  of  the  Constitution  which  can 
give  a  color  to  the  authority  now  claimed,  is  that 
already  quoted,  which  gives  Congress  authority 
to  make  all  laws  which  shall  be  necessary  and 
proper  for  carrying  into  execution  the  power  vest- 
ed by  the  Constitution  in  the  Government  of  the 
United  States,  or  in  any  department  or  officer 
thereof. 

But  the  language  here  used  was  strict  and  pre- 
cise; it  jrave  not  a  vague  power,  arbitrarily,  to 
create  offences  against  Qovernment,  or  to  take 
cognizance  of  cases  which  fall  under  the  exclusive 
jurisdiction  of  the  State  courts.  In  order  to  claim 
any  authority  under  this  clause,  the  supporters  of 
this  bill  must  show  the  specific  power  given  to 
Congress  or  to  the  President,  by  some  other  part 
of  the  Constitution,  which  would  be  carried  into 
'effect  by  a  law  against  libels.  They  must  go  fur- 
ther— they  must  show  which  of  those  Constitu- 
tional powers  it  was  which  could  not  be  carried 
into  ettectj  unless  this  law  was  passed.  It  was  in 
that  manner  that  the  authority  of  Congress  had 
heretofore  been  exercised ;  they  had  passed  no 
penal  laws,  except  such  as  arose  from  the  necessity 
of  carrying  into  effect  some  of  the  specific  powers 
rested  in  them.  Thus,  as  they  had  the  exclusive 
power  to  establish  posf  roads,  they  had  made  it 
penal  to  rob  the  mail ;  and  as  they  were  author- 
tied  to  lay  taxes,  they  had  passed  laws  to  punish 
-frauds  of  revenue  officers,  or  evasions  of  the  reve- 
nue laws.  But,  until  this  bill  was  proposed,  Co;i- 
gress  had  never  attempted  to  denne  or  punish 
offences  generally ;  and  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts was  mistaken  when  he  had  stated  that 
forgery  was  generally  punishable  by  the  laws  of 
-  the  United  States.  It  was  only  in  those  specific 
cases  defined  by  the  ConstitutioUj  or  which  arose 
from  some  power  heretofore  exercised  by;  Congress, 
that  forgery  came  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
Federal  Courts. 

Mr.  G.  said  that  he  had  heretofore  considered 
the  Constitution  as  it  originally  stood,  and  that  it 
must  be  evident  that  no  law  against  libels  could 
be  passed  by  Congress,  unless  it  was  under  color 
of  carrying  into  effect  some  other  distinct  power 
Tested  m  them.  However  improbable  such  an 
attempt  mifht  have  appeared^  the  bill  now  under 
discussion  justified  the  suspicions  of  those  who,  at 
the  time  of  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution,  had 
apprehended  that  tne  sense  of  that  generally  ex- 
pressed clause  might  be  distorted  for  that  purpose. 
it  was  in  order  to  remove  these  fears,  that  the 
amendment,  which  declares  that  Congress  shall 
pass  no  law  abridging  the  freedom  of  speech  or  the 
liberty  of  the  press,  was  proposed  and  adopted — an 
amendment  which  was  intended  as  an  express 
exception  to  any  supposed  general  power  of  pass- 
ing tawSf  dbc.,  vested  in  Congress  by  the  other 
claUae.    The  sense,  in  which  he  and  his  friends 


understood  this  amendment,  was  that  Congress 
could  not  pass  any  law  to  punish  any  real  or  sup- 
posed abuse  of  the  press.  The  construction  ^ven 
to  it  by  the  supporters  of  the  bill  was,  that  it  did 
not  prevent  them  to  punish  what  thev  called  the 
licentiousness  of  the  pres^,  but  merely  forbade  their 
laying  any  previous  restraints  upon  it.  It  ap- 
peared to  nim  preposterous  to  say,  that  to  punish, 
ti  certain  act  was  not  an  abridgement  of  the  liberty 
of  doinff  that  aot.  It  appeared  to  him  that  it  was 
an  insiuting  evasion  of  the  Constitution  for  gen- 
tlemen to  say,  ^  We  claim  no  pawer  to  abridge  the 
liberty  of  the  press;  theU,  you  shall  enjoy  unre- 
strained. You  may  write  and  publish  what  yoo 
please,  but  if  you  publish  anything  against  us,  we 
will  punish  you  for  it.  So  lon^  as  we  do  not  pre- 
vent, but  only  punish  your  writmgs,  it  is  no  abridg- 
ment of  your  liberty  of  writing  and  printing." 
CotLfress  were  by  that  amendment  prohibited  (nm. 
passmg  any  law  abridging,  &c. ;  they  were,  there- 
fore, prohibited  fVom  adding  any  restrafnt,  either  bj 
previous  restrictions,  or  by  subsequent  punishment, 
or  by  any  alteration  of  the  proper  jurisdiction,  or 
of  the  mode  of  trial,  which  did  not  exist  before; 
in  short,  they  were  under  an  obligation  of  leaving 
that  subject  where  they  found  it — of  passing  no 
law,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  affecting  that 
liberty. 

In  the  next  place,  this  amendment  was  Intro- 
duced as  an  exception  to  some  pre-existing  power 
vested  by  the  Constitution  in  Congress ;  so  that, 
to  render  the  construction  given  by  the  supporters 
of  the  bill  admissible,  it  was  necessary  for  them  to 
prove,  that,  by  virtue  of  some  such  pre-existing 
power,  or  in  order  to  carry  into  effect  some  distinct 
power.  Congress  could  have  laid  previous  restraints 
upon  the  press — a  suggestion  which  never  was 
hinted,  even  by  the  most  violent  opponents  of  the 
Constitution,  at  the  time  of  its  adoption.  The 
danger  intended  to  be  remedied  was  that  which 
had  been  actually  apprehended,  and  which  might 
have  some  frail  foundation  in  the  general  clause 
so  often  quoted.  Finally,  that  construction  was 
inconsistent  with  the  amendment  itself.  That 
amendment  provided  against  the  passing  of  any 
law  abridging  either  the  liberty  of  the  press  or  the 
freedom  of  speech ;  and  a  sound  construction  must 
be  such  as  to  be  applicable  to  both.  But  that  c<xi- 
tended  for,  to  wit,  that  the  only  prohibition  was 
that  of  passing  any  law  laving  previous  restraints 
upon  eitner,  was  atKsurd,  so  far  as  It  related  to  speech ; 
for  it  pre-supposed  that  Congress,  by  the  Constitu- 
tion, as  it  originally  stood,  might  have  passed  laws 
laying  such  restraints  upon  speech ;  and  what  these 
possibly  could  have  b^n,  he  was  altogether  at  a 
loss  to  conceive,  unless  gentlemen  chose  to  assert 
that  the  Constitution  had  given  Congress  a  power 
to  seal  the  mouths  or  to  cut  the  tongues  of  the  citi- 
sens  of  the  Union ;  and  these,  however,  were  the 
only  means  by  which  previous  restraints  could  be 
laid  on  the  freedom  of  speech.  Was  it  not  evi- 
dent, that,  as  speech  could  not  be  restrained,  bat 
might  be  punished,  a  Constitutional  clause  forbid- 
ding any  abridgment  of  the  freedom  of  speech 
must  necessarily  mean,  not  that  no  laws  should  be 
passed  laying  previous  restraints  upon  it,  but  that 
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no  panisbment  shoii)d  by  law  be  inflicted  upon  it  ? 
But,  admit  the  construction  giren  to  the  amend- 
ment by  the  supporters  of  this  bill,  still  must  they 
recur  to  the  original  provisions  of  tbe  Constitu- 
tion— still  is  it  incumbent  on  them  to  show  that 
this  bill  is  necesaaryy  in  order  to  carry  into  opera- 
tion some  of  the  powers  of  Government.  Grovem- 
ment  has  existed  for  more  than  nine  years  with- 
out the  assistance  of  this  law.  This  law  is  not, 
then,  necessary  at  all  times;  indeed,  it  is  intended 
only  to  last  for  three  years.  Let,  then,  gentlemen 
prove  that  that  necessity  now  exists  which  here- 
tofore did  not  exist.  It  is  an  obli^tion  laid  apon 
them  by  the  Constitution  itself,  evidently,  to  prove 
that  an  ihteration  has  taken  place  in  the  situation 
of  this  country,  which  impels  us  to  pass  this  law. 
And  yet  thev  are  Silent,  where  is  the  House  to 
find  proofs  or  that  wonderful,  yet  unknown  change 
in  our  circumstances  ?  Will  they  derive  their 
information  from  the  newspaper  scraps  with  which 
they  had  been  entertained,  the  other  day,  by  a 
member  from  Connecticut?  as  if  there  was  any- 
thing alarming  or  novel  in  paragraphs  blaming  or 
attacking  certain  measures  or  certain  individuals 
of  Government ;  as  if  the  present  Administration 
felt  more  afraid  of  newspaper  abuse  than  former 
Administrations,  or  than  other  men.  Or  is  Con- 
ffress  to  receive  a  conviction  of  that  alteration 
nrom  the  plot  which  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  (Mr.  Harper)  had  promised  to  unfold — 
a  plot  in  which  not  one  member  on  this  floor  did 
'  believe,  when  it  was  announced,  and  in  which  he 
suspected  the  gentleman  himself  had  long  since 
discovered  he  had  been  mistaken  ?  Leaving,  how- 
ever, those  ridiculous  grounds  of  alarm,  (and,  ludi-. 
erous  as  it  might  appear  to  an  indifierent  hearer, 
they  were  the  only  ones  that  had  yet  been  alleged 
in  support  of  this  Dill,^  Mr.  G.  would  ask  whether 
gentlemen  did  not  believe  themselves,  that  at  no 
time  had  there  been  less  to  be  apprehended  from 
presses  that  circulated  opinions  in  opposition  to 
the  measures  of  Crovernment ;  that  no  reason 
could  be  adduced  why  this  bill  should  pass,  except 
that  a  party  in  the  United  States,  feeling  that 
they  had  more  power,  were  not  afraid  of  passing 
8ucn  a  law,  and  would  pass  it,  because  they  felt 
themselves  so  stVong — so  little  in  need  of  the  assist- 
ance of  that  measure — that  they  expected  to  be 
supported  by  the  people,  even  in  that  flagrant 
attack  upon  the  Constitution?  Would  any  of 
them  dare  to  assert  that  the  time  when  the  West- 
em  insurrection  took  place,  when  it  was  thought  ne- 
cestary  to  call  to  arms  fifteen  thousand  men,  was 
not  a  more  dangerous  moment  for  Government, 
and  did  not  more  forcibly  call  forth  a  law  punish- 
ixks  misrepresentations  of  the  measures  or  motives 
oTGovernment,  than  the  present  period  ? 

The  advocates  of  this  measure  must  show  to  us 
its  necessity  for  carrying  into  operation  the  pow- 
ers vested  m  the  President  or  in  either  branch  of 
the  Legislature — ^who  are  its  objects.  They  must 
prove  Uiat  tbe  President  dare  not,  cannot,  will  not, 
execute  tbe  laws,  unless  the  abuse  poured  upon 
him  from  certain  presses  is  suppressed.  If  there 
be  a  majority  of  this  House  in  ravor  of  this  law, 
are  that  majority  ready  to  declare  that  that  law 


is  necessary^  in  order  to  enable  them  to  execute 
the  powers  vested  in  them  by  the  Constitution? 
Are  they  ready  to  say  that  they  are  prevented  from 
voting  accordmg  to  tne  dictates  of  their  conscience^ 
for  voting  is  the  only  power  belonging  to  them,  by 
newspaper  paragraphs?  Are  they  ready  to  say, 
that  unless  libels  against  them  shall  be  punishea ; 
that  unless  they  may  obtain  revenge  from  ^e 
insolence  of  the  printers,  they  will  not  or  dare»not 
vote  as  they  would  otherwise  do?  But  if  they 
are  ready  to  make  those  declarations ;  if  they  do 
believe  mis  bill  necessary  in  order  to  enable  this 
House  to  do  their  duty,  they  must  recollect  that 
this  House  is  composed  of  individpals,  and  that, 
according  to  their  own  doctrine,  in  order  to  insure 
a  conscientious  vote  in  the  whole  House,  every 
individual,  and  not  a  majority  of  the  House,  ought 
to  be  equally  sheltered  by  this  law  from  the  abuse 
of  printers.  Whilst,  therefore,  they  support  the 
bill  in  its  present  shape,  do  they  not  avow  that  the 
true  object  of  the  law  is  to  enaole  one  party  to  op- 
press the  other ;  that  they  mean  to  have  the  power 
to  punish  printers  who  may  publish  against  them, 
whilst  their  opponents  will  remain  alone,  and  with- 
out redress,  exposed  to  the  abuse  of  Ministerial 
prints?  Is  it  not  their  object  to  frighten  and  sup- 
press all  presses  which  they  consider  as  contrary 
to  their  views;  to  prevent  a  free  circulation  of 
opinion ;  to  suffer  the  people  at  large  to  hear  only 
partial  accounts,  and  but  one  side  of  the  question; 
to  delude  and  deceive  them  by  partial  informa- 
tion, and,  through  those  means,  to  perpetuate  them* 
selves  in  power? 

In  vain  did  those  gentlemen  attempt  to  shelter 
themselves  under  the  different  pleas  that  this  bill 
could  only  affect  the  authors  offalse  publications, 
since  any  man  might  justify  his  writings  by  giv- 
ing in  evidence  the  truth  of  his  assertions ;  and 
that  it  created  no  new  offence,  but  only  re-en- 
acted what  had  always  been  the  common  law  of 
libels. 

It  was  true  that,  so  far  as  related  merely  to 
facts,  a  man  would  be  acquitted  by  proving  that 
what  he  asserted  was  true.  But  the  bill  was  in- 
tended to  punish  solely  writings  of  a  political  na- 
turcj  libels  against  the  Government,  the  President, 
or  either  branch  of  the  Legislature ;  and  it  was 
well  known  that  writings,  containing  animadver- 
sions on  public  measures^  almost  always  contain- 
ed not  only  facts  but  opinions.  And  how  could 
the  truth  of  opinions  be  proven  by  evidence  ?  If 
an  individual  thinking,  as  he  himself  did,  that  the 
present  bill  was  unconstitutional,  and  that  it  had 
been  intended,  not  for  the  public  good,  but  solelj 
for  parly  purposes,  should  avow  and  publish  his 
opinion,  and  if  the  Administration  thought  fit  to 
prosecute  him  for  that  supposed  individuiu  offence, 
would  a  jury,  composed  of  tbe  friends  of  that  Ad- 
ministration, hesitate  much  in  declaring  the  opin- 
ion ungrounded^  or,  in  other  words,  false  and 
scandalous,  and  its  publication  malicious  ?  And 
by  what  kind  of  argument  or  evidence,  in  the 
present  temper  of  parties,  could  the  accused  con- 
vince them  that  his  opinion  was  true  ? 

As  to  the  assertion  that  the  bill,  under  its  pres* 
ent  modifications,  was  nothing  more  thaa  ilie 
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common  law  of  libels,  he  would  observe  that  no 
gentleman  could  be  satisfied  thai  the  few  lines, 
of  which  the  bill  consisted,  contaii^ed  the  genuine 
and  unadulterated  principles  of  the  law  of  libels — 
a  law  which  bad  arisen  from  the  precedents  and 
judicial  decisions  of  three  centuries ;  a  law  which, 
like  every  other  branch  of  the  common  law  of 
England,  had  received  dififerent  modifications  in 
thejdifferent  States,  so  as  to  be  now  dissimilar  in 
averj  one.  He  had  not  critically  examined  the 
bill  m  that  point  of  view ;  but  he  would  just  no- 
tice a  mode  of  expression  which,  if  strictly  con- 
strued, would  introiduce  a  principle  now  unknown 
to  the  common  law  of  libels.  By  the  bill,  every 
person  who  should  write,  print,  utter,  or  publish, 
ttc^  was  ffuilty  \  so  that  a  person  only  writing 
what  mignt  be  adjudged  a  libel,  although  he  nei- 
ther prii^ted,  published,  read,  or  communicated 
his  work  to  any  one,  and  although  he  did  not  in- 
tend it  for  publication,  mighty  like  Algernon  Sid- 
ney, be  found  guilty,  under  this  act,  for  the  olSence 
only  of  having  thrown  his  ideas  on  paper. 

cut,  although  there  might  be  no  change  made 
by  this  bill  in  the  law  of  libels,  there  was  an  all- 
important  one  made  by  the  transfer  of  jurisdic- 
tion. Heretofore  the  cognizance  ot  offences  of 
this  nature  had  exclusively  belonged  to  the 
State  courts,  and  the  mode  of  trial  was  essen- 
tially altered  by  beinff  had  before  the  Federal 
courts.  It  was  not  only  by  being  deprived  of  the 
benefits  of  a  trial  by  a  jury  of  their  vicinage  that 
the  accused  persons  were  p>ut  in  a  worse  situa- 
tion ;  the  manner  of  selecting  the  jury  was,  in 
some  States,  in  Pennsylvania,  especially,  very  dif- 
ferent in  the  Courts  of  the  United  States  from 
what  it  was  in  the  State  courts.  It  was  provided, 
by  the  act  to  establish  the  Judicial  Courts  of  the 
United  States,  "  that  jurors,  to  serve  for  the  Courts 
of  the  United  States,  shall  be  designated  by  lot, 
or  otherwise,  in  each  State,  respectively,  according 
to  the  mode  of  forming  juries  therein  now  prac- 
tised, so  far  as  the  laws  shall  render  such  desig- 
fULtion  practicable,  by  the  courts  or  marshal  of 
the  United  States."  Juries,  in  the  New  England 
States,  were  selected  by  the  towns,  or  by  lot,  and 
under  that  act,  they  still  were  selected  in  the 
same  manner  to  serve  in  the  Federal  Courts,  with- 
out the  interference  of  any  federal  officer.  Gen- 
tlemen from  those  Sutes  were,  therefore,  very 
easy  on  account  of  this  bill,  as,  in  practice,  it  lett 
their  constituents  in  the  same  situation  in  which 
it  found  them.  In  case  of  a  prosecution  for  a 
libel,  an  inhabitant  of  Massachusetts  would  be 
tried  by  a  similar  jury,  whether  the  trial  was  had 
before  the  State  or  Federal  court.  But,  in  other 
States,  where  the  juries  were  summoned  by  the 
sheriff  the  case  was  far  different.  In  Pennsylva- 
nia, if  the*  prosecution  was  before  the  State  court, 
the  jury  would  be  summoned  by  the  sheriff*,  but  if 
before  the  Federal  court,  the  marshal,  in  that  case, 
would  summon  the  jury.  The  difference  in  this 
case  was  immense ;  for  the  sheriff*  in  Pennsylva- 
nia was  elected  by  the  people,  and  held  his  com- 
mission for  three  years,  revocable  only  for  misbe- 
haviour. The  marshal  was  appointed  by  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  United  States,  was  removable  from 


office  at  his  pleasure,  and  sometimes  held  othv 
offices  under  the  Executive;  for  instance,  tht 
marshal  of  Pennsylvania,  till  within  a  few  week 
had  been  inspector  of  the  revenue.  The  shtdff 
was  the  officer  of  the  people,  the  marshal  was  i^ 
creature  of  the  Executive.  And,  however  imauu 
terial  this  might  be  in  ordinary  suits  or  ^f^^ 
tions,  when  the  offences  were,  as  under  this  bill 
altogether  of  a  political  nature;  when  the  sapp» 
ed  crimes  to  be  punished  were  a  libel  against  tW 
Administration^  what  security  of  a  fair  trial  le- 
mained  to  a  citizen,  when  the  jury  was  liable  Is 
be  packed  by  the  Administration^  when  the  sm/t 
men  were  to  be  judges  and  parties  ? 

After  havinff  given  this  short  sketch  cC  the  ^ 
tures  of  this  bSl,  Mr.  O.  said  he  had  intended  t» 
make  some  general  remarks  on  the  nature  of  p#- 
litical  libels,  or  of  writings  against  the  metsom 
of  the  Admmistration,  and  on  the  pronriety  of  ia- 
terfering  at  all  by  law  with  them.  The  lateooi 
of  the  hour  prevented  him.  He  would  only  ob- 
serve that  laws  against  writings  of  this  kind  had 
uniformly  been  one  of  the  most  powerful  engiaci 
used  by  tyrants  to  prevent  the  diffusion  of  know- 
ledge, to  throw  a  veil  on  their  folly  or  their 
crimes,  to  satisfy  those  mean  passions  which  al- 
ways denote  little  minds,  and  to  perpetuate  tbek 
own  tyranny.  The  principles  of  tiie  law  of  pohti- 
cal  litiels  were  to  be  founa  in  the  rescripts  of  tht 
worst  Emperors  of  Rome,  in  the  decisions  of  tbt 
Star  Chamber.  Princes  of  elevated  minds,  Qor- 
emments  actuated  by  pure  motives,  had  ever  da- 
spised  the  slanders  of  malice,  and  listened  to  tki 
animadversions  made  on  their  conduct.  They 
.knew  that  the  proper  weapon  to  combat  error  wai 
truth,  and  that  to  resort  to  coercion  and  poaiib- 
mehts  in  order  to  suppress  writings  attaekiif 
their  measures,  was  to  confess  that  these  eoald 
not  be  defended  by  any  other  means. 

Mr.  Harfbr  said,  that  he  should  hardly  expect, 
at  so  late  an  hour,  to  be  indulged  by  the  House  ia 
a  detailed  answer  to  the  objections  urged  affaiart 
this  bill,  even  if  he  thought  it  necessary.  He  did 
not,  however,  think  it  necessary,  as  most  of  thea^ 
guments  which  had  any  appearance  of  applicatiA 
or  force,  had  already  been  fully  refuted;  sootf 
few  only,  which  he  thought  it  important  to  coa- 
trovert,  had  remained  unanswered ;  and  on  then 
he  begged  permission  to  make  a  few  remarks. 

In  the  first  place,  gentlemen  who  oppose  tat 
bill  had  said,  that  hitherto  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  had  existed  and  prospered  withMt 
a  law  of  this  kind,  and  then  exuitingly  asked: 
"  What  change  has^ow  taken  place  to  r^dff 
such  a  law  necessary  ?"  He  did  not  know  wajj^ 
ther  most  to  wonder  at  or  pity  the  security  « 
gentlemen  who  asked  this  question.  They,  ao 
doubt,  could  perceive  no  change  of  circnmstancet; 
for  they  had  declared  that  they  perceived  now; 
but,  to  his  mind,  by  the  concJusioiu  of  which  m 
conduct  must  be  govemed^the  change  was  most  ««»' 
dent ;  and  he  would,  for  himself,  answer  the  qoe^* 
tionofthegentlemaiu  The  change,  in  his  opinio^ 
consisted  in  this:  that  heretofore  we  had  be«t^ 
peace,  and  were  now  on  the  point  of  being  ^^^ 
into  a  war  witha  nation  which  openly  boastsa 
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its  party  amon^  us,  aod  its  "  diplomatic  skilL"  as 
tke  most  effectual  means  of  paralyzing  ovr  efforts, 
and  bringing  os  to  its  own  terms.  Of  the  opera- 
tions of  this  skill  among  us,  by  means  of  corrupt 
partisans  and  hired  pf«sses,  he  had  no  doubt ;  be 
was  everjr  day  Hunished  with  stronger  reasons 
loT  beHeving  in  its  existence,  and  saw  stronger 
indications  of  its  systematic  exertion.  We  knew 
its  effects  in  other  countries,  where  it  had  aided  the 
progress  of  France,  much  more  effectually  than 
the  force  of  her  arms.  He  knew  no  reason  why 
we  should  not  harbor  traitors  in  our  bosom  as 
well  as  other  nations ;  and  he  did  most  firmly  be- 
liere  that  France  had  a  party  in  this  country, 
small,  indeed,  and  ssre  to  be  disgraced  and  de- 
siroTed  as  soon  as  its  designs  should  become  gen- 
erally known,  but,  actire,  artful,  and  determined, 
aad  capable,  if  it  could  remain  concealed,  of  ef- 
fecting infinite  mischief.  This  party  was  the 
instrument  of  her  "diplomatic  skill.^  By  thb 
party  she  hoped  to  stop  "  the  wheels  of  our  Qoy- 
emment,"  enchain  our  strength,  enfeeble  our  ef- 
forts, and  finally  subdue  us ;  and  to  repress  the 
enterprises  of  this  party,  he  wished  for  a  law 
against  sedition  and  libels,  the  two  great  instru- 
ments whereby  France  and  her  partisans  had 
worked  for  the  destruction  of  other  countries, 
and  he  had  no  doubt  were  now  working,  he 
trusted  unsuccessfully,  for  the  destruction  of 
this. 

He  could  not,  therefore,  beHere  that  our  safety 
hitherto  ought  to  lull  us  into  security  now;  unless 
gentlemen  could  conrince  him  that,  because  a  perr 
aon  had  existed  in  health,  for  nine  years,  he  ought 
to  refuse  medicine  when  he  at  length  felt  the  ap- 
proach of  disease ;  or  when  he  saw  the  daggers  of 
aasaasms  everywhere  whetted  against  him,  should 
neglect  to  put  on  a  coat  of  mail,  because,  for  nine 
3rears,  he  had  not  been  assailed. 

It  was  honorable  for  the  Qeremment,*  Mr.  Har- 
PBB  said^  that  it  had  existed  for  nine  years,  in 
safety,  without  such  a  law  as  this;  and  he  still 
hoped  that  even  now,  there  would  be  little  or  no 
occasion  for  enforcing  the  law  should  it  pass,  but 
of  this  he  was  far  from  being  certain.  The  coat  of 
mail  which  Congress  was  about  to  provide  in  this 
law,  might  turn  away  the  point  of  some  dageer 
aimed  at  the  heart  of  the  Government,  and  in  that 
ease  it  would,  he  said,  be  matter  of  rejoicing  that 
tlie  Inll  had  passed.  Should  no  such  case  occur, 
then,  like  a  sword,  which  there  has  been  no  oc- 
casion to  draw,  it  will  have  done  no  harm. 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Gal- 
latin^ had  expressed  an  opinion,  Mr.  H. 
said,  tnat  he  himself  having  as  yet  produced  no 
proofe  of  the  criminal  correspondence  which  he 
Bad  supposed  to  exist  between  persons  in  this  coun- 
try ana  the  Government  of  France,  must  now  be 
convinced  that  no  such  correspondence,  or,  as  the 
gentleman  had  thought  proper  to  express  it,  no 
Moh  cmupiracy  did  in  fact  exist;  and  a  gentleman 
from  New  York  (Mr.  Livinoston)  hadobserved, 
with  an  air  of  triumph,  and  in  poetic  language, 
that  the  clue  sometime  ago  discovered  had  not 
yet  led  to  the  den  of  the  minotaur.  He  would 
uprise  gentlemen,  he  said,  not  to  triumph  toa  soon. 


Because  pi'oof  is  not  produced  in  a  fortnight,  it 
does  not  follow  that  it  will  not  be  prodnced  in  a 
month :  because  it  is  not  now  laid  on  the  table,  it 
does  not  follow  that  it  will  not  be  laid  there  at  the 
beginning  of  next  session,  or  even  before  the  end 
of  this.  He  took  the  liberty  of  assuring  gentle- 
men that  his  conviction  on  this  head  was  by  no 
means  weakened.  Legal  proof  was  one  thing,  and 
he  did  not  know  that  he  should  ever  be  able  to  pro- 
duce it;  cirfumstances  sufficient  to  influence 
opinion,  to  induce  belief,  to  nx  conviction  in 
the  mind,  might  exist,  notwithstanding  the  want 
of  such  procH,  and,  as  respected  him,  did  exi^ 
in  this  case.  Those  circumstances  which  he 
had,  on  a  former  occasion,  compared  to  threads 
that  might  at  length  lead  to  proof,  had  received 
new  force  from  subsequent  indications,  and  had 
fully  confirmed  him  in  the  opinion  that  France  is 
not  without  a  party  in  this  country,  engaged  in  a 
most  criminal  correspondence  with  her  agents,  de- 
voted to  her  service,  and  aiding,  to  the  utmost  of 
its  power,  the  efforts  of  her  "diplomatic  skill." 
Fortunately  this  party  was  inconsiderable  in  num- 
ber, and  though  hitherto  possessed  of  cpnsiderable 
influence,  through  the  i^orance  of  the  puUie 
respecting  its  views,  would,  he  had  no  doubt,  be 
abandon^  to  disgrace,  the  instant  those  views 
should  be  generally  understood. 

It  would  be  recollected,  Mr.  H.  said,  that  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  fMr.  Gallatiw) 
had  drawn  an  argument  against  this  bill  from  the 
manner  in  which  juries  are  formed  in  Pennsylva- 
nia. In  that  State  juries  are  summoned  by  the 
sheriff;  and,  as  the  proceedings  in  the  Courts  of  the  . 
United  States  must  conform  to  those  of  the  State 
courts  respectively,  the  juries  to  try  persons  under 
this  act.  in  Pennsylvania,  would  be  summoned  by 
the  marshal,  who,  holding  his  appointment  at  the 
[Measure  of  the  Executive,  may  select  a  iury  pre- 
disposed to  convict  the  person  accused.  Such 
was  the  argnment  of  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania; out  it  should  rather  be  an  argu- 
ment Nvith  that  gentleman  to  use  his  influence 
for  obtaining  a  reform  of  this  defect  in  the 
laws  of  his  own  State.  Surely  a  defect  in  a 
State  law,  which  it  was  in  the  power  of  that  State 
to  remove,  could  never  be  considered  as  a  reason 
why  the  United  States  should  not  pass  a  law 
necessary  for  the  safety,  perhaps  the  existence,  of 
the  Government.  This  argument,  moreover,  would 
apply  with  as  much  force  in  one  direction  as  in 
the  other ;  for  if,  in  the  Federal  courts^  marshals 
appointed  by  the  Executive  should  be  inclined  to 
pick  juries  against  the  accused,  sheriffs,  on  the 
other  nand,  in  the  State  courts  might  be  inclined 
to  pick  them  in  his  favor,  if,  therefora  on  the 
strength  of  this  objection,  the  trial  of  lioels  and 
sedition  should  be  left  to  the  State  courts,  instead  of 
being  transferred,  as  the  bill  proposes,  to  the  Courts 
of  the  United  States,  it  would  be  running  into 
Scylla,  in  our  attempt  to  avoid  Charybdis.  There 
was,  certainly,  as  much  danger  of  partiality  on  one 
side  as  the  other. 

Mr.  H.,  however,  did  not  believe  that  there 
was  any  danger  of  this  kind,  on  either  side.  He 
was  persuaddl  that  juries  would  be  summoned 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


2167 

H.orR.] 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


%m 


Pumshmeni  of  Crime. 


[July,  1798. 


with  impartiality,  either  in  the  State  courts  or 
those  of  the  United  States,  and  that,  when  sum- 
moned, they  would  do  justice  according  to  their 
oath.  If,  however,  be  was  mistaken  in  that  point, 
he  hoped  the  State  would  speedily  remedy  so 
ipreat  a  defect,  which  it  might  do  by  ordering  the 

Juries  to  be  drawn  by  ballot,  instead  of  being  se- 
ected  by  the  sheriff— the  same  reform  must  then 
take  place  in  the  Courts  of  the  United  States,  and 
the  jurors  there  would  no  longer  be  selected  by 
the  marshal;  but 'he  never  could  suffer  this  defect, 
if  it  really  were  one,  to  prevent  him  from  voting 
for  a  law  which  h^  considered  as  necessary  for 
the  public  safety. 

Tne  ffentleman  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Gal- 
latin) had  gone  a  step  further,  Mr.  H.  said,  in 
his  opposition  to  this  bill  than  the  rest  of  its  op- 
posers.  They  had  contended  that  it  was  contrary 
to  the  third  amendment  to  the  Constitution,  whicn 
provides  'Uhat  Congress  shall  pass  no  law  restrain- 
ing the  liberty  of  speech  or  the  press."  The  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania  had  discovered  tnat, 
independently  of  that  amendment,  Congress  had 
no  power  to  {mss  a  law  against  sedition  and  libels 
none  such  being  expressly  given  by  the  Consti- 
tution. But  can  there,  said  Mr.  H.,  be  so  great 
an  absurdity,  can  such  a  political  monster  exist, 
as  a  (Government  which  has  no  power  to  protect 
itaelf  against  sedition  and  libels?  Has  not  the 
Constitution  said  that  "Congress  shall  have  power 
to'  make  all  laws  which  shall  be  necessary,  or 
proper,  for  carrying  into  execution  the  foregoing 
powers,  and  all  other  powers  vested  by  this  Con- 
stitution in  the  Gk)vernment  of  the  Umted  States, 
or  in  any  department  or  officer  thereof;"  can 
the  powers  of  a  Grovernment  be  carried  into  exe- 
cution, if  sedition  for  opposing  its  laws,  and  libels 
against  its  officers,  itself,  and  its  proceedings,  are 
to  iMiss  unpunished?  The  idea,  he  said,  appeared 
to  him  so  monstrous  and  absurd,  that  he  was  aston- 
ished that  any  one  should  seriously  advance  it. 

In  the  other  objection,  he  admitted  that  there 
was  more  plausibility;  the  objection  founded  on 
that  part  of  the  Constitution  which  provides  that 
"  Congress  shall  pass  no  law  to  abridge  the  liberty 
of  speech  or  of  the  press."  He  held  this  to  be 
one  of  the  most  sacred  parts  of  the  Constitution, 
one  by  which  he  would  stand  the  longest,  and  de- 
fend with  the  greatest  zeal.  But  to  what,  he 
asked,  did  this  clause  amount?  Did  this  liberty 
of  the  press  include  sedition  and  licentiousness? 
Did  it  authorize  persons  to  throw,  with  impunity, 
the  most  violent  abuse  upon  the  President  and 
both  Houses  of  Congress?  Was  this  what  gentle- 
meil  meant  by  the  liberty  of  the  press?  As  well 
might  it  be  said  that  the  liberty  of  action  implied 
the  liberty  of  assault,  trespass,  or  assassination. 
Every  man  possessed  the  liberty  of  action;  but  if 
he  used  this  liberty  to  the  detriment  of  others,  by 
attacking  their  persons  or  destroying  their  pro- 
perty, he  became  liable  to  punishment  for  this 
licentious  abuse  of  his  liberty.  The  liberty  of  the 
press  stood  on  precisely  the  same  footing.  Every 
man  mig:ht  publish  what  he  pleased;  but  if  he 
abused  thb  lioertv  so  as  to  publish  slanders  a^intt 
kia  neighbor,  or  mBe,  scandalous,  and  malieioua 


libels  against  the  magistrates,  or  the  Govemmettt, 
he  became  liable  to  punishment.  What  did  this 
law  provide?  That  if  "any  person  should  pub- 
lish any  false,  scandalous,  and  malicious  libel 
affainst  the  President  or  Congress,  or  either  Hoow 
of  Congress^  with  intent  to  stir  up  sedition,  or  to 
produce  any  other  of  the  mischievous  and  wicked 


effects  particularly  described  in  the  bill,  he  should., 

viction  betore  a  jury,  be  liable  to  fine  ma 

irv  is  to  try  the  offence,  uA 


on  conviction 
impriscfUment.    A  jur^ 

they  must  determine,  from  the  evidence  and  the 
circumstances  of  the  case^  first  that  the  publict- 
tion  isjfabe,  secondly  that  it  is  BcOntialous^  thirdly 
that  it  is  malicious,  and  fourthly  that  it  was  made 
with  the  intent  to  do  some  one  of  the  things  pa^ 
ticularly  described  in  the  bill.  If  in  any  one  of  J 
these  points  the  proof  should  fail,  the  man  most 
be  acquitted ;  and  it  is  expressly  provided  that  he 
may  give  the  tnUh  of  the  publication  in  evideaM 
as  a  justification.  Such  is  the  substance  of  this 
law;  and  yet  it  is  called  a  law  abridging  the 
liberty  of  the  press!  That  is  to  say,  that  the 
liberty  of  the  press  implies  the  liberty  of  publish- 
ing, with  impunity,  false,  scandalous,  and  mah- 
cious  writings,  with  intent  to  stir  up  sedition,  &e. 
As  well  might  it  be  said  that  the  liberty  of  ac- 
tion implies  the  liberty  to  rob  and  murder  with 
impunity ! 

Whence  was  it,  Mr.  H.  asked,  that  all  coofidenee 
in  the  trial  by  jury  was  now  discarded  by  those 
gentlemen  who  have  heretofore  so  warmly,  and 
so  justly,  resounded  its  praises?  Why  are  juries, 
in  whose  hands  the  fortunes,  the  lives,  and  the 
reputations  of  the  citizens  had  been  safely  deposit- 
ed b)^  our  laws  and  Constitutions,  no  longer  to  be 
trusted,  when  it  is  in  question  to  punish  those  wh^ 
with  wicked  intent,  publish  false,  scandalous,  and 
malicious  libels  against  the  President  and  Con- 
gress? Is  this  onence  of  so  sacred  a  nature,  so 
dear  to  jrentlemen,  that  the  authors  of  it  cannot  be 
trusted  in  the  hands  of  a  jury  of  their  fellow- 
citizens  ? 

Such,  Mr.  H.  said,  had  ever  been  his  impressions 
eoncerninetheliberty  of  the  press;  which  he  deem- 
ed to  stand  on  the  same  ground,  and  to  be  liable 
to  the  same  restraints  by  law,  with  the  liboty  of 
action;  nor  could  he  be  persuaded  that  the  liberty 
of  the  press,  as  understood  by  the  Constitntioo, 
could  ever  be  abridged  by  a  law  to  punish,  on  c<m- 
viction  before  a  jury,  the  publication  of  false,  scan- 
dalous, and  malicious  libels.  He  was  very  nappf 
to  find  his  opinions  fully  supported  by  those  of  a 
most  venerable  man,  whose  character  was  admired 
and  revered  by  all,  and  who  could  never  be  su^ 

Scted  of  wishinff  to  abridge  the  liberty  of  the  press, 
e  held  in  his  band  a  little  volume  of  essays  by 
the  late  Dr.  Franklin,  among  which  there  was  oae 
entitled  "An  Account  of  the  Highest  Court  of  Ju- 
dicature in  Pennsylvania,  viz :  the  Court  of  the 
Press. "  The  venerable  author  first  treats  of  "tt|e 
power  of  this  court."  Secondly,  "of  the  pcrsoas 
m  whose  favor,  or  for  whose  emolument,  it'is  estab- 
lished." Thirdly,  of  "  the  practice  of  this  court." 
Fourthly,  of  "the  foundation  of  its  authority' 
Fifthly,  of  the  persons  "by  whom  this  court  is 
conmusaioned  qr  constituted."    Sixthly,  of  ^the 
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nanml  support  of  this  court."  And  lastly.  '*of 
the  checks  proper  to  be  established  against  the 
abuses  of  its  power." 

Bach  one  of  these  heads,  said  Mr.  H.,  contains 
much  valuable  matter,  exceedingly  applicable  to 
the  present  purpose,  and  deserving  of  tne  serious 
attention  of  those  gentlemen  who  talk  so  much, 
•but  appear  to  have  thought  so  little,  about  the 
liberty  of  the  press.  The  last,  however,  is  more 
particuiarly  in  point,  and  to  that,  the  leugth  of  the 
essay,  and  the  lateness  of  the  hour,  admonish  me 
to  confine  myself. 

Speaking  of  ^  the  checks  proper  to  be  established 
agamst  the  abuses  of  power  m  the  Court  of  the 
Aess,"  the  venerable  and  ingenious  author  says : 

'^'Hitherto  there  are  none.  Bot  since  so  moch  has 
been  written  and  published  on  the  Federal  Constitu- 
tion, and  the  necessity  of  checks,  in  all  other  parts  of 
good  Government,  has  been  so  dearly  and  learnedly 
explained,  I  find  myself  so  far  enlightened,  as  to  sus- 
pect some  check  may  be  proper  in  this  part  also ;  but  I 
have  been  at  a  loos  to  imagine  any  that  may  not  be 
eoDstraed  an  infringement  of  the  sacred  liberty  of  the^ 
pnm.  At  length,  however,  I  think  I  have  found  one 
diet,  instead  of  diminishing  general  liberty,  will  aug- 
ment it;  which  is  by  restoring  to  Uie  people  a  species 
of  liberty  of  which  they  have  been  deprived  by  our 
laws;  I  mean  the  liberty  of  the  cudgel  f  In  the  rude 
state  of  society,  prior  to  the  existence  of  laws,  if  one 
man  gave  another  ill  language,  the  afironted  person 
might  return  it  by  a  box  on  the  ear;  and,  if  repeated, 
by  a  good  drubbing;  and  this  without  offending  against 
any  law ;  but  now  the  right  of  making  such  returns  is 
denied,  and  they  are  punished  as  breaches  of  the  peace, 
while  the  right  of  abusing  seems  to  remain  in  full  force ; 
the  laws  made  aeainst  it  being  rendered  inefiectual 
by  the  liberty  of  the  press, 

**  My  proposal,  then,  is,  to  leave  the  liberty  of  the 
press  untouched,  to  be  executed  in  its  fhll  extent,  force, 
and  vigor,  but  to  permit  the  liberty  of  the  cudgel  to  go 
with  it,  pari  passu.  Thus,  my  fellow-citixens,  if  an 
impudent  writer  attadEs  your  rrontation;  dearer  to  you 
perhaps  than  your  hfo,  and  puts  his  name  to  the  charge, 
you  may  go  to  him,  as  openly,  and  break  his  head, 
if  he  conceals  himself  behind  the  printer,  and  yon  can 
nevertheless  discover  who  he  is,  you  may,  in  like 
manner,  waylay  him  in  the  night,  attack  hun  behind, 
and  give  him  a  good  drubbing.  If  your  adversaiy  hires 
better  writers  than  himself  to  abuse  you  more  effectu- 
ally, yon  may  hire  brawny  porters,  stronger  than  your- 
self, to  assist  you  in  giring  him  a  more  effectual  drub- 
bing. Thus  for  goes  mv  project  as  to  private  resents 
ment  and  restitution.  But  if  the  Government  should 
ever  happen  to  be  affronted,  as  it  ought  to  be,  with  the 
conduct  of  such  writers,  I  would  not  advise  proceeding 
fanmediately  to  these  extremities,  but  that  we  should,  in 
moderation,  content  ourselves  with  tarring  and  feather- 
ing and  tossing  them  in  a  blanket 

**  I^  however,  it  should  be  thought  that  this  proposal 
of  mine  may  disturb  the  public  peace,  I  would  then 
humbly  recommend  to  our  legislators  to  take  up  the 
eimsideration  of  both  liberties,  that  of  the  press,  and 
that  of  the  sudgel ;  and,  by  an  ex]^dt  law,  murk  their 
extent  and  limits ;  and,  at  the  same  time  tliat  they  se- 
cure the  person  of  a  dtisen  from  assaults,  they  would 
Ukewiie  provide  for  the  security  of  his  reputation." 

Thus  we  see,  continued  Mr.  H.,  that  this  spreat 
"D,  the  champion  of  liberty,  who  spent  his  life  in 


promoting  her  eause,  did  not  think  that  the  liberty 
of  the  press  would  be  abridged  by  an  explicit  law 
for  curbing  its  licentiousness.  Supported  by  this 
great  authority,  I  can  never  believe  tbat  a  law  to 
punish  the  publication  of  false,  scandalous,  and 
malicious  libds,  on  conviction  by  a  jury,  is  a  law 
**to  abridge  the  liberty  of  the  press,"  as  intended 
by  the  Constitution. 

The  gentleman  from  New  York  (Mr.  Liviito- 
8ton)  has  thouffbt  proper  to  a  note  a  very  venera- 
able  authority,  the  Defence  of  the  American  Con- 
stitutions, by  the  present  President  of  the  United 
States,  in  order  to  prove  that  this  Government  is 
advancing  rapidly  to  a  despotism.  The  passage  is 
very  striking,  ana  most  forcibly  marks  the  steps  of 
progressing  tyranny.  Most  of  those  steps,  the  gen- 
tleman declares,  have  been,  or  are  on  the  point  of 
being,  taken  by  this  Government.  But  there  is  one 
part  of  the  passage  which  he  has  forgotten  to 
notice.  Let  me  be  permitted  to  recall  it  to  his  at- 
tention. The  learned  and  venerable  author  is 
treating  of  the  tendency  towards  despotism  which 
exists  in  a  Government  composed  of  one  branch, 
or  whose  whole  powers  are  concentrated  in  one 
popular  assembly;  and,  in  order  to  warn  us  of  the 
dangers  of  such  a  Government,  and  inculcate  the 
necessity  of  a  division  of  power  for  the  support  of 
liberty,  he  tells  us  how  the  great  men,  the  heads 
and  leaders  of  the  ffreat  and  wealthy  families,  find 
their  way  into  such  an  assembly,  and  acquire  an 
absolute  influence  over  its  decisions.  He  then  soet 
on  to  mark  the  steps,  those  very  steps  quoted  by 
the  gentleman  from  New  York,  whereby  they  ren- 
der their  seats  permanent^  stifle  opposition,  subju- 
gate the  assembly,  usurp  its  powers,  and  at  length 
establish  an  oligarchy  or  a  despotism,  on  the  rums 
of  the  democracy.  Let  the  House  recollect  how 
persevering  and  vigorous  have  been  the  efforts  of 
the  gentleman  from  New  York,  and  his  political 
associates,  to  pave  the  way  for  tnis  state  of  things, 
by  concentrating  gradually,  sometimes  under  one 
pretext  and  sometimes  under  another,  all  the 
powers  of  our  Government  in  this  House,  by  de^ 
molishing,  piece  by  piece,  the  checks  established  im 
the  Senate  and  the  Executive  power;  and  then  it 
will  be  able  to  judge  to  whom  his  quotation  ia 
most  applicable;  to  himself  and  his  friends,  or  to 
those  who  strenuously  have  opposed,  and  who  do 
still  oppose,  these  bis  enterprises;  to  those  who 
struggle  to  preserve  the  division  of  power  and  the 
balance  of  the  Constitution,  or  to  those  who  exert  aU 
their  might  to  destroy  them  both,  and  reduce  the 
Government  to  a  single  representative  democracy, 
on  which  that  oligarchy,  so  earnestly  panted  after  by 
self-named  friends  of  the  people  and  exclusive  pa- 
triots, is  so  speedily  and  so  certainly  engrafted. 

It  is  by  such  a  state  of  thin|Fs  that  menofimr 
moderate  ambition,  great  famuy  connexions,  he- 
reditary wealth,  and  extensive  influence,  like  the 
gentleman  from  New  York,  will  exclusively  profit 
It  is  such  a  state  of  things  that  will  enable  them  to 
conglomerate  all  power,  all  splendor,  all  patronajge, 
into  the  hands  of  a  few  mat  patrician  families, 
and  walk  over  the  heads  of  us  pleoeian  people,  who, 
having  none  of  these  means  of  domination,  and  ho 
aafegiutrd  for  our  rights  but  the  CoBstitution,  strive 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


2171 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


21T2 


H.apR.] 


Direct  Taxe$, 


[July,  1798. 


til  in  our  power  to  maintain  it^asaiDst  the  attacks 
of  these  great  men.  Who  could  gain  more  by 
this  change  than  the  gentleman  from  New  York? 
Who  boasts  a  higher  descent,  more  powerful  family 
connexions,  more  extensive  hereditar^r  wealth,  than 
him?  As  for  me,  if  I  may  be  permitted  to  bring 
myself  into  view,  for  me,  who  possess  none  of  these 
advantages,  who  am  the  son  of  a  cabinet-maker, 
and  have  always  been  forced  to  eat  my  bread  in  the 
aweat  of  iny  brows,  I  have  nothing  to  hope  except 
from  the  Constitution.  Upon  it  rest  ail  my  ex- 
pectations of  fortune,  preferment,  and  importance. 
It  is  therefore  as  natural  for  me  to  struggle  for  its 
support,  as  for  the  gentleman  from  New  York  to 
aim  at  its  destruction,  which  would  be  the  first 
step  towards  his  own  greatness;  and  perhaps  this 
may  be  one  chief  reason  why  I  fed  so  much  jea- 
lousy of  his  views,  cratch  them  with  so  much  care, 
and  oppose  them  so  zealousljr.  It  mav  also  be  a 
chief  reason  why  I  feel  anxious  for  toe  fate  of 
this  bill;  which  I  consider  as  an  important  mean 
of  preserving  the  Constitution,  and  thereby  coun* 
tecacting  those  projects  whose  success  I  so  much 
dread. 

The  bill  was  then  passed — yeas  44,  nays  41,  as 
follows: 

Ybas— John  Allea,  George  Baer,  jr.,  Bailey  Bartlett, 
JamM  A.  Baysrd,  David  Brooks,  Christopher  O.  Ghamp- 
liny  Jdim  Chapman,  Jamas  Cochran,  Jodioa  CoU,  8am- 
Ofll  W.  Dana,  William  Edmond,  Thomas  Evans,  Abiel 
Foster,  Dwight  Foater,  Jonathan  Freeman,  Henry 
Crlen,  Chauncey  Goodrich,  William  Gordon,  Roger 
Griswold,  William  Bany  (hove,  Robert  Goodloe  Har- 
per, Thomas  Hartley,  William  Hiudman,  Heieldah  L. 
Boamer,  James  H.  Lnlay,  John  Wilkes  Kittera,  Samuel 
Lyman,  Harrison  G.  Otis,  Isaac  Parker,  John  Reed, 
John  Rutledge,  jr.,  James  Schureman,  Samuel  Sewall, 
William  Shepud,  Thomas  Sinnickson,  Samuel  Sit- 
greaves,  Nathaniel  Smith,  Peleg  Sprague,  G^rge 
Thatcher,  Richard  Thomas,  Mark  Thomson,  Thomas 
Tillinghast,  John  E.  Van  Alen,  and  Peleg  Wadsworth. 

Nats — Abraham  Baldwin,  David  Bard,  Lemuel 
Benton,  Thomas  Blount,  Richard  Brent,  Stephen  Bul- 
lock, Demsey  Barges,  Thomas  Claibome,  William 
Charles  Cole  Claiborne,  John  Clopton,  John  Dawson, 
George  Dent,  John  Fowler,  Albert  Gallatin,  James  Gfl- 
ieapia,  Andrew  Gregg,  John  A.  Hamia,  Carter  B.  Har- 
mon, Jonathan  N.  Havens,  Joseph  Heister,  David 
Holmes,  Walter  Jones,  Edward  Livingston,  Matthew 
Looke,  Matthew  Lyon,  Nathaniel  Maoon,  William 
Matthews,  Blair  McClenaohaa,  Joseph  McDowell,  An- 
thony New,  John  Nicholas*  Samuel  Smith,  WiUiam 
Smith,  Richard  Sprigg,  jr.,  Richard  Staafeid,  Thomas 
Sumter,  John  Trigg,  Philip  Van  Cortlandt,  Joseph  B. 
Tamum,  Abraham  Yenable,  and  Robert  Williams. 

Mr.  Harper,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  reported  a  bill  making  an  appropriation 
lor  the  expenses  of  the  sevenu  loan  offices  of  the 
ynited  Sutes,  during  the  year  1798;  which  was 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  House  for  to-morrow. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to 
the  bill,  entitled  *^  An  act  to  lay  and  colleet  a  di- 
rect tax  within  the  United  Sutes,"  were  read,  and 
Oidered  to  lie  on  the  uble. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
(hat  they  had  passed  the  bill  entilltd  '*  An  act  to 


enable  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  boi^ 
row  money  for  the  public  service,"  with  several 
amendments;  to  which  they  desire  the  eoamtr- 
rence  of  this  House. 

Eesolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointxkl  to 
inquire  iuto  the  expediency  of  vesting  in  the 
Judges  of  the  Courts  of  the  United  Statea,  and  of 
the  several  States,  authority  to  bind  to  the  peaee. 
and  good  behaviour,  for  offences  against  th«  Uni- 
ted States,  with  power  to  report  by  bill  or  other- 
wise. 

Ordered.  That  Mr.  Sitgreavbs,  Mr.  LiviHtt- 
BTON,  and  iSiir.  GoonucH,  be  a  committee,  ] 
ant  to  the  said  resolution. 


WEDMCsnAT,  July  11. 
DIRECT  TAX. 

On  motion,  the  House  went  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  amendment  of  the  Senate  to 
the  bill  for  laying  and  collecting  a  direct  tax. 

The  first  of  these  amendments  (and  the  maM 
important)  proposed  to  strike  out  the  elasatfieatiem 
of  houses  as  contained  in  the  bill,  whteh,  it  will  ha 
recollected,  progressed  from  two-tenths  of  one  per 
cent,  to  one  per  cent,  according  to  the  value  of 
houses,  increasing  the  rate  as  the  value  of  houses  in- 
creased, not  in  an  exact,  but  in  a  greater  proportion, 
from  a  consideration  that  large  and  valuable  houses 
are  generally  representative  of  other  property ;  and 
to  insert  in  its  place  four-tenths  per  cent,  upon  all 
houses. 

Mr.  Gallatin  hoped  this  amendment  would 
not  be  adopted.  If  this  principle  of  equality,  which 
the  Senate  wish  to  iiitroduc^  had  been  extended 
to  land  also,  he  should  have  been  in  favor  of  it 
It  is  a  principle  which  he  had  always  been  in  favor 
of.  But  what,  he  asked,  would  be  the  effect  of  the 
proposed  amendment?  It  would  be  to  reduce  the 
duty  on  all  houses  above  the  value  of  $3,000,  and 
to  mcrease  it  on  p\\  houses  under  tht  valoe  of 
$1,000;  those  from  the  vahie  of  $1,000  to  $3^000 
would  remain  the  same  as  at  present  Of  eooree. 
as  he  supposed,  tiie  number  of  nousee  in  the  United 
States,  above  the  value  of  $S,000,  was  greater  than 
that  under  the  value  of  $1,000,  the  aggregate  dn^ 
on  houses  would  be  lessened,  and  the  anregafe 
duty  on  land  increased.  It  would  also  heighten 
the  duty  upon  large  houses,  and  increase  it  upon 
small  houses:  and  as  the  houses  of  farmers  are,  99 
out  of  100,  of  a  less  value  than  $1,000,  this  amend- 
ment, if  agreed  to,  would  not  only  increase  the 
duty  on  land,  but  also  upon  farm-houses* 

Mr.  S.  Smith  did  not  believe  the  amendment  of 
the  Senate  would  have  the  effect  which  the  gen- 
tleman from  PeuDsylvania  spoke  of.  He  l»dievei 
it  would  produce  more  money  than  the  plaM  agreed 
to  by  this  House,  and,  of  course,  reduce  the  tax  on 
land.  Nor  does  it  hold  out  the  same  temptation 
to  assessors  in  cities  to  make  a  kwer  than  ^e  real 
valuation  of  houses  there,  to  prevent  the  tax  fro«i 
falling  too  heavy  on  cities. 

The  question  on  this  amendment  was  pat  aid 
n^tived.  there  being  only  17  votes  for  k. 

The  otner  aitNendmentt  were  conatteiad  and 
decided  upon. 
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SUNDRY  BILLS. 

Mr.  W.  CuLiBORNB,  from  ti&e  managers  of  a 
eonference  with  the  Senate  on  the  subjeet  of  the 
hill  altering  the  time  of  entering  vtiUs,  made  a  re- 
port, which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate,  in- 
forming the  House  that  thej  insist  upon  their 
amendment  to  the  bill  authcMrizing  the  President 
of  the  United  States  to  borrow  money,  which  went 
to  strike  out  the  provision  allowing  the  United 
Btatcs  to  redeem  tne  sum  borrowed  within  fifteen 
years.  The  House  insisted  upon  their  disagree- 
ment, and  a  committee  of  conference  was  ap- 
pointed. 

The  bill  further  to  suspend  for  a  limited  time 
the  aet  laying  a  duty  on  snujQf,  was  read  the  third 
time  and  passed. 

A  bill  from  the  Senate  to  encourage  the  capture 
of  armed  French  vessels  by  private  armed  vessels  of 
the  United  States,  was  twice  read ;  when 

Mr.  Harrison  moved  to  postpone  the  considera* 
tion  of  this  InU  until  the  first  Monday  in  No- 
vember. 

The  question  was  put  and  negatived  38  to  31, 
and  it  was  committed. 

The  House  then  went  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  upon  the  bill  relative  to  the  Judicial  Courts, 
and  rose  without  debate,  or  agreeing  to  any  amend- 
ment. It  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  Uiird  time  this 
dav,  and  afterwards  received  its  third  reading. 

Mr.  Harper  called  for  the  order  of  the  day  on 
the  report  of  a  committee  on  the  subject  of  balances 
due  from  certain  States. 

Mr.  Allen  moved  to  postpone  the  fnrther  con- 
sideration of  this  subject  until  next  session ;  which 
was  negatived,  there  being  only  20  votes  for  it 

The  House  went  into  a  committee  on  this  re- 
port, when  it  was  agreed  to,  and  a  bill  ordered  to 
De  brought  in  accordingly.  Mr.  HarpbRj  in  the 
course  of  the  sitting,  reported  a  bill,  which  was 
committed. 

The  House  went  into  ff  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  bill  to  alter  the  time  of  the  next  meeting  of 
Congress;  when 

Mr.  Harper  moved  to  strike  out  November 
(the  first  Monday  in  November  being  fixed  by  the 
Senate  in  this  bill  for  the  next  meeting  of  Con- 
gress) for  the  purpose  of  inserting  Oct«)er.  He 
should  have  wished  to  have  had  it  the  first  Mon- 
day in  September,  if  it  would  have  afforded  mem- 
bers time  to  have  ffone  home  add  to  have  returned. 

After  several  observations,  made  upon  this  mo- 
tion, Mr.  Bayard  moved  for  the  committee  to 
rise,  with  a  view  of  refusing  leave  to  sit  again, 
that  the  next  meeting  of  Congress  might  stana 
for  the  CoDstitutional  d%y.  If  the  President  saw 
a  necessity  for  their  meeting  sooner.  Mr.  B.  said, 
hs  would  call  them  together  as  he  haa  before  done. 

This  motion  was  carried,  there  being  44  votes 
for  it;  and  leave  was  refused  to  sit  again,  there 
being  only  Zl  votes  for  it. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Harper,  the  House  went  into 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  further  to 
extend  the  suspension  of  the  duties  on  snufil  The 
UU  was  gone  through,  and  (»dercMi  to  be  read  a 
thiird  tin^  UHiioniow* 


Mr.  Harper  kid  before  the  House  a  letter  ^m 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  stating  a  further 
appropriation  of  $16,720  to  be  necessary  for  tkm 
Naval  Department, and  other  contingencies ;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  ofWays  and  Means. 

LOANS  OF  MONEY. 

The  amendments  of  the  Senate  were  taken  up 
to  the  bill  authorizing  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  borrow  money  for  the  public  service. 
The  principal  of  those  amendments  were  to  strike 
out  the  provision  which  save  the  President  ihe 
power  or  borrowing  all  sucn  sums  of  money  as  he 
shall  think  necessary,  and  to  insert  five  milliotts  of 
dollars;  and  to  strike  out  the  nrovision  which  was 
agreed  to  on  the  discussion  or  the  bill  in  this  House 
to  afford  an  opportunity  of  redeeming  the  debt 
within  fifteen  years. 

The  first  amendment  beinff  under  consideration, 
Mr.  Harper  hoped  it  womd  not  be  agreed  to; 
but  if  it  was.  he  wished  the  sum  to  be  augmented 
to  seven  millions,  as  no  provision  had  been  made 
for  anticipating  the  two  mUiions  to  be  raised  from 
the  land  tax. 

Mr.  McDowell  hoped  this  amendment  would 
be  agreed  to.  He  did  not  think  the  half  of  five 
mill£ns  could  be  expended  before  the  next  session, 
and  he  thought  the  limitation  proper. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  said  it  was  very  immaterial  idie- 
ther  the  sum  to  be  borrowed  was  limited  to  Bie  or 
seven  millions;  he  thought  the  smallest  sum  would 
be  far  more  than  would  be  wanted  before  the  House 
met  again.  A  limitaton  of  some  kind,  he  said, 
was  essential.  The  indefinite  manner  in  which  the 
bill  passed  this  House  was  one  of  the  most  extraor- 
dinary things  he  had  ever  witnessed. 

Mr.  Nicholas  thought  it  an  exticaordinary  thing 
to  speak  of  including  any  anticipation  of  a  tax  in  a 
loan  which  was  to  be  irredeemable  for  tweBty«> 
five  years.  If  any  such  antici  pation  was  necessary, 
it  ought  to  be  in  a  separate  bill. 

The  question  on  Mr.  Harper's  amendment  was 
negatived,  without  a  division,  and  the  amendment 
of  the  Senate  was  agreed  to,  there  being  44votai 
for  it. 

The  second  amendment  of  the  Senate  came  neoct 
under  consideration,  which  was  to  strike  out  a  pro- 
vision in  the  bill,  that  no  engagement  or  contract 
shall  be  entered  into  which  diould  prevent  tbe 
United  States  from  redeeming  any  part  of  the  sum 
borrowed,  within  fifteen  years. 

This  amendment  was  negatived,  there  beiag 
only  19  votes  for  it. 


Thursday,  July  12. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Dbmt,  the  House  went  in 
a  Committee  c^  the  Whole  on  the  bill  establishing 
the  office  of  Aceountant  of  the  Navy  DepartmMK, 
and  to  alter  and  amend  the  act  establishing  the 
office  of  Purveyor  of  Public  Supplies;  which,  after 
undergoing  sundry  amendments,  was  agreed  to. 
B^re  the  House  rose  it  was  nassed,  with  the  titlt 
of  it  altered  to  ^'an  act  to  alter  and  amoid  dw 
several  acu  for  establishing  and  segulatiag  the 
Treasury,  War,  and  Naval  Departmenia. 
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Mr.  Sewall,  from  the  Committee  of  Commerce 
and  the  Defence  of  the  Country,  reported  a  bill 
making  certain  appropriations,  and  authorizing  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  obtain  a  loan  in 
anticipation  of  the  direct  tax,  which  was  com- 
mittea  for  to-morrow. 

The  House  went  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  addi- 
tional expenses  of  several  loan  offices  for  the  year 
1796.    On  motion  of  Mr.  Harper^  three  additional 
sections  were  added  to  the  bill,  viz:  for 
An  appropriation  for  the  expenses  of 
the  Navy  Department,  from  June 
16  to  December  31, 1798       -       -     $6,214  72 
Do.    for  additional    contingent  ex- 
penses of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives       4,000  00 

Do.  for  do.  of  the  Senate  <  -  -  1,000  00 
Do.  for  replacinjB^  in  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  ror  the  amount  ad- 
vanced on  Treasury  Bills,  drawn  in 
favor  of  the  Cashier  upon  the  Su- 
pervisor of  the  district  of  New 
Hampshire,  and  which  bills  were 
protested  for  non-payment     -        -       5,506  00 


$16,720  72 


Mr.  W.  Claiborne  called  up  for  consideration 
the  report  of  the  managers  of  a  conference  with 
the  Senate  on  the  varying  rates  of  the  two  Houses 
on  the  bill  for  altering  the  time  of  making  entry 
on  stills. 

Mr.  Gallatin  moved  to  disagree  to  the  report, 
and  to  adhere  to  the  disafireement  of  this  House 
to  the  amendment  of  the  Senate,  which  proposed 
that  the  drawback  on  the  exportation  of  distilled 
spirits  should  be  reduced  from  seven  cents  to  four, 
from  an  idea  that,  by  the  duty  being  paid  upon 
the  capacity  of  the  still,  it  is  reduced  in  many  cases 
to  four  cents,  or  leas.  This  motion  was  carried ; 
and,  before  tne  House  rose,  the  Senate  informed 
the  House  they  had  postponed  the  bill  till  next 
session. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  laid  a  resolution  upon  the  table 
for  the  appointment  of  a  committee  to  inquire 
whether  any  and  what  alterations  are  necessary 
in  the  act  for  laying  a  duty  on  stamped  vellum, 
parchment,  and  paoer.  His  object  was  to  rectify 
what  he  apprehended  was  a  mistake,  as  it  never 
could  have  heen  the  intention  of  Congress  to  have 
burdened  foreign  bills .  of  exchange  with  three 
times  the  amount  of  duty  which  was  laid  upon 
other  notes  and  bills,  which  arose  from  persons 
who  have  bills  of  this  kind  having,  at  least,  three 
in  a  set,  viz:  two  to  send  by  different  vessels, 
and  one  to  keep  here.  Bills  of  lading,  he  said, 
were  in  the  same  situation,  as  it  was  always  found 
necessary  to  take  three  or  four  copies  of  every  bill 
of  lading,  and  it  could  never  have  been  intended 
to  tax  each  with  a  duty  of  twenty-five  cents. 

After  some  objections  from  Messrs.  Harper 
and  KiTTERA,  the  resolution  was  agreed  to — 38  to 
33,  and  a  bill  ordered  to  be  brought  m  accordingly. 

Mr.  SiTQRBAVBs  proposcd  a  resolution  to  the 
House,  authorizing  the  Clerk  of  the  House  of 


Representatives  to  employ  a  third  engrossing  Clerk 
during  the  recess  of  Congress,  which  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  to  alter  and  amend  the  several  acts  for 
establishing  and  regulating  the  Treasury,  War,  and 
Navy  Departments;  and  the  bill  making  certain 
additional  appropriations  for  the  year  1798,  were 
read  the  thira  time  and  passed. 

The  House  went  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  bill  respecting  balances  due  from  certain 
States  to  the  United  Stat^;  and,  after  some  dis- 
cussion, and  the  introduction  of  several  amend- 
ments, the  bill  was  agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  be 
read  tne  third  time  to-morrow. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  reported  a  bill  to  amend  the 
Stamp  Act,  which  was  committed  for  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Sewall,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  memorial  of  sundry  merchaiits  of 
Philadelphia,  complaining  of  the  operation  of  the 
law  suspending  the  commerical  intercourse  with 
France,  on  account  of  its  requiring  two  sureties  to 
the  amount  of  the  value  of  one  half  of  the  vessels 
and  cargo,  before  any  vessel  was  aHowed  to  clear, 
for  the  proper  einploymeqt  of  the  said  vessel,  re- 
|K)rted  a  bill  to  afiord  relieif  to  the  petitioners,  en- 
titled an  act  supplementary  and  in  addition  to  the 
act  for  suspendmg  the  commerical  intercourse  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  France  and  her  <le- 
pendencies.  This  bill  proposed  to  admit  of  the 
bond  of  the  master  and  owner  (with  the  addition 
of  an  oath)  without  any  surety.  It  was  commit- 
ted for  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Rctledgb  called  for  the  order  of  the  day  on 
the  bill  from  the  Senate  for  encouraging  the  cap- 
ture of  French  armed  vessels,  by  private  armed 
vessels  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Macon  moved  to  postpone  the  consideration 
of  this  bill  till  next  session.  The  motion  was  ne- 
gatived—37  to  32. 


Friday,  July  13. 
Mr.  KiTTERA  laid  a  resolution  on  the  taUe  for 
the  appointment  of  a  committee  to  bring  in  a  bill 
to  alter  the  time  of  making  entry  of  stuls,  which 
was  agreed  to,  a  committee  appointed,  and  a  bill 
brought  in  accordingly,  fixing  the  time  of  entrance 
from  the  first  of  July  to  the  last  day  of  August. 
It  was  agreed  to,  and,  in  the  course  of  the  sitting, 


BALANCES  DUE  FROM  STATES. 

The  bill  respecting  balances  due  from  certain 
States,  was  read  the  third  time  and  passed — yeas 
45,  nays  28,  as  follows : 

TsAB — David  Bard,  James  A.  Bayard,  David  Brooki^ 
Demsey  Burgos,  John  Chapman,  Thomas  Claibonic^ 
William  C.  C.  Claiborne,  John  Clopton,  Jamea  Codi- 
ran,  William  Craik,  John  Dawson,  Cieorge  Dent,  Hiqb. 
Evans,  Albert  Gallatin,  Heniy  Glen,  William  Bany 
Grove,  Robert  Goodloe  Harper,  Carter  B.  Hairiaoa, 
Thomas  Hartley,  Jonathan  N.  Havens,  Joseph  Heiatar, 
William  Hindman,  David  Holmes,  Hesekiah  L.  Hte- 
mer,  Walter  Jones,  John  Wilkes  Kittora,  Edwaid  liv- 
ingirton,  Matthew  Lyoo,  Nathaniel  Macon,  William 
Matthews,  Blair  McClenachan,  Anthony  New,  Joha 
Nicholas,  Isaac  Paiker,  John  Rotledge^  jr.,  SamiMi 
Smith,   William    Smith,    Richard   Stafetd^   Thmm 


Digitized  by 


Google 


2177 


fflSTORY  OP  CONGRESS- 


2178 


July,  1798.] 


hUercouree  with  France, 


[H.  ofR. 


Sumter,  Riduivd  Thomat,  John  Trigg,  John  E.  Van 
Alen,  Philip  Van  CorUandt,  Peleg  fVadsworth,  and 
Robert  Williams. 

Nati — ^John  Allen,  Abraham  Baldwin,  Bailey  Bart- 
lett,  Thomaf  Bloont,  Bte^n  BuUodL,  Christopher  G. 
Charaplin,  Joehua  Coit,  William  Bdmond,  Abiel  Foeter, 
Dwight  Foeter,  James  Gillespie,  Channcey  Goodrich, 
William  Gordon,  Roger  Griswold,  Matthew  Lodce, 
Samuel  Lyman,  Joseph  McDowell,  Harrison  G.  Otis, 
John  Reed,  James  Schorcman,  Samael  Sewall,  Thomas 
ftnnickBon,  Nathaniel  Smith,  Peleg  ^(Nragoe,  George 
Thatdier,  Matk  Thomson,  Thomas  llllinghast,  and 
Abraham  Venable. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  called  for  the  order  of  the  day  on 
the  bill  proposing  certain  alterations  in  the  Stamp 
Act ;  when 

Mr.  D.  FosTEE  moved  to  postpone  the  con- 
^deration  of  this  bill  till  next  session.  The  mo- 
tion was  negatired,  21  votes  only  being  in  favor 
of  it. 

The  hill  was  then  agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  re- 
ceive its  third  reading  to  day,  which  it  did,  and 
passed. 

Mr.  Sbwall  reported  a  bill  making  certain  ap- 
propriations for  the  year  1798,  and  aathorizing  the 
r resident  to  obtain  a  loan  oif  two  millions,  in  anti- 
cipation of  the  direct  tax.  One  of  the  additional 
appropriations  was  for  the  bounty,  pay,  dkc.,  for 
the  augmentation  lately  made  in  the  army,  $900,- 
000;  the  other  an  additional  $75,000  for  fortifica- 
tions. The  House  went  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  upon  it — when 

It  was  objected  against  this  last  appropriation 
that  no  part  of  the  large  sum  already  appropriated 
for  this  object  had  been  expended ;  and,  until  that 
waa  the  case,  there  could  be  no  want  of  additional 
money. 

In  reply,  it  was  answered,  that  plans  had  been 
preparing  for  the  business,  and  that  when  it  was 
once  begun  the  whole  money  would  be  necessary, 
ia  order  that  the  Secretary  of  War  might  fix  his 
plans  accordingly. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  moved  to  strike  out  that  part  of 
the  bill  which  related  to  fortifications,  as,  in  his 
opinion,  unnecessary  at  present 

The  motion  was  negatived— 39  to  25. 

Mr.  Sbwall  wished  to  add  another  item,  which 
he  had  been  informed  by  the  Secretary  of  State 
was  necessary.  It  was  to  supply  a  d^ciency  in 
the  appropriation  for  carrying  into'  efiect  the 
Spanish  Treaty,  for  which  purpose  $25,000  would 
be  necessary.    Agreed  to. 

The  committee  rose,  and  the  bill  was  ordered 
to  be  read  a  third  time  to-day  ;  which  it  accord- 
inffly  received,  and  passed. 

Tne  Senate  informed  the  House  that  they  re- 
ceded from  their  amendment  to  the  bill  author- 
izing the  President  to  borrow  money. 

CAPTURE  OF  FRENCH  ARMED  VESSELS. 
The  HoQse  went  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  bill  for  encouraging  the  capture  of 
French  armed  vessels  by  arm^  vessels  belonging 
%9  citizens  ei  the  United  Ekatesi  which  was 
agreed  to  without  debate  or  amendment,  and  or- 
5th  Con.— 69 


dered  to  be  read  a  third  time  to-day.    It  was  ac- 
cordingly immediately  read  a  third  time  j  when 

Mr.  McDowell  said,  he  hoped  this  bill  would 
not  pass.  Congress  had  already  passed  laws  au- 
thorizing public  and  private  armed  vessels  to  at- 
tack and  take  French  vesseb ;  but  they  are  now 
called  upon  to  give  a  bounty  upon  the  guns  that 
are  broUjght  in,  according  to  their  size.  He  was 
not  willing  to  allow  this.  It  would  open  a  door 
to  innumerable  frauds.  Plans  would  be  laid  be- 
tween the  owners  of  privateers  here  and  their 
friends  in  the  West  Indies,  and  vesseb  and  arms 
would  be  thrown  in  their  way  for  the  purpose  of 
capture,  and  in  this  manner  our  Treasury  would 
be  drained  to  an  extent  which  no  man  could  at 
present  foresee.  He  could  see  no  use  in  the  pro- 
vision, a?  it  would  not  induce  merchant  vessels  to 
go  in  search  of  French  vessels;  and,  without 
some  unfair  play,  it  would  never  be  worth  the 
while  of  persons  fitting  out  privateers  for  thepur- 
pose.  He  called  the  yeas  and  nays  upon  it  They 
were  taken  accordingly,  and  were,  yeas  34,  nays 
36f  as  follows : 

Ybas— John  Allen,  Bailey  Bartlett,  James  A.  Bay- 
ard, David  Brooks,  Christopher  O.  Champlin,  Joshna 
Coit,  William  Craik,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  WiUiam  Ed- 
mond,  Abiel  Foster,  Dwight  Foster,  Hemy  Oleo,  Chaon- 
cej  Ooodridi,  William  Gordon,  Roger  Griswold,  Ro- 
bert Goodloe  Harper,  Thomas  Hartley,  Wilfiam  Hind- 
man,  Heaekiah  L.  Hosmer,  Jas.  H.  Imlay,  John  Wilkea 
Kitterm  Samuel  Lyman,  Hairison  G.  Otis,  Isato  Parker, 
John  Reed,  John  Rutladge,  jr.,  James  Schnreman,  Sam 
nel  Sewall,  Thomas  Sinnkkaon,  Samud  8itgrsave% 
Nathaniel  Smith,  George  Thatcher,  Mark  ThooMon,  and 
John  E.  Van  Alen. 

NATs^David  Bard,  Thomas  Bloont,  Ricbaid  Bient, 
Demsey  Barges,  Thomas  Claiborne^  William  Charlsa 
Cole  Claibonae,  John  Clopton,  John  Dawson,  Geoiya 
Dent,  Albert  Gallatin,  James  Gillespie,  William  Barnr 
Grove,  Carter  B.  Harrison,  Jonathan  N.  Havens,  Joaeph 
Heister,  David  Holmes,  Walter  Jones,  Edward  Liv. 
ingston,  Matthew  Locke,  Matthew  Lyon,  Nathaniel  Ma- 
con, Bhdr  McClenachsn,  Josedi  McDowell,  Anthony 
New,  John  Nicholas,  Samael  Smith,  William  Smitl^ 
Richard  Sprigg,  jr.,  Richard  Stanford,  Thomas  Somter, 
Thomas  Tillinghast,  John  Trigg,  Philip  Van  Cortlandt, 
Jooeph  B.  Vamam,  Abraham  Yeoable,  and  Robert 
WiUiams. 

And  so  the  said  bill  was  rejected. 

INTERCOURSE  WITH  FRANCE. 

The  Honse  went  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  bill  supplementary  to  and  in  addi* 
tion  to  the  act  for  suspending  the  commercial  in- 
tercourse between  the  United  States  and  France, 
and  the  dependencies  thereof;  when 

Mr.  Harpeb  moved  to  strike  out  the  first  sec- 
tion of  the  bill,  because  he  thought  if  this  bill 
passed  it  would  defeat  the  former  bill.  Nay,  it 
would  worse  than  defeat  it — it  would  give  a  mo- 
nopoly of  our  commerce  to  unfair  traders,  and 
take  it  from  the  fair  and  honest  merchant ;  for, 
unless  sureties  were  required  for  the  proper  em- 
ployment of  vessels,  nothing  would  be  more  easy 
than  to  defeat  the  original  law.  It  would  oolv  be 
making  a  man  of  straw  owner  of  a  vessel,  and  let 
the  master  and  him  be  bound  for  her  proper  em* 
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ploymeDt  The  yessel  goes  out,  and  carries  oo  a 
trade  contrary  to  law,  but  the  persons  bound  are 
not  worth  anything,  and  probably  will  not  be  seen 
again.  Congress  had  better,  therefore,  repeal  the 
law  altogether  than  pass  a  bill  like  this,  which 
would  only  tend  to  encourage  perjury  and  villany. 
And  what,  he  asked,  are  the  inconveniences  com- 
plained of  under  the  law  as  it  now  stands  ?  That 
there  will  be  a  difficulty  in  obtaining  sureties  for 
80  large  an  amount,  when  the  forfeiture  depends 
upon  the  master  of  a  ressel;  but  nothing  was 
more  common,  he  said,  than  fur  merchants  to  be 
bound  with  each  other.  Besides,  when  a  vessel 
is  owned  by  a  substantial  merchant,  he  supposed 
the  Collector  would  not  be  very  nice  as  to  the 
sureties. 

Mr.  Bayar^  differed  in  opinion  from  the  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina.  He  did  not  think 
this  bill  would  be  liable  to  tbe  abuse  he  had  men- 
tioned ;  and  he  believed.  If  it  did  not  pass,  the 
merchants  of  moderate  and  small  property  must 
give  up  their  business,  since  they^  would  not  be 
able  to  procure  the  required  security. 

The  question  on  striking  out  the  first  section 
was  put  and  negatived — 33  to  31.    . 

The  committee  rose,  and  the  question  being 
upon  the  bill's  going  to  a  third  reading, 

Mr.  Harper  opposed  it,  and  called  the  yeas  and 
nays  upon  it.  He  said  there  was  another  mode  of 
evading  the  law,  which  was  simple — that,  if  this 
bill  passed,  he  would  venture  to  say  it  would  be 
practised  in  a  fortnight.  A  man  who  wishes  to 
carry  on  this  trade,  and  who  is  not  very  scrupu- 
lous  about  an  oath,  provides  himself  with  a  vessel 
of  small  value;  he  finds  put  a  market  where  he 
can  get  a  large  price  for  goods;  he  obtains  credit 
of  some  merchant,  who  will  five  it  to  him ;  he 
and  the  master  of  his  vessel  become  bound;  the 
vessel  sails,  and  the  owner  ^oes  supercargo.  They 
go  to  one  of  the  French  islands,  and  sell  their 
cargo  so  high,  that,  if  they  were  to  burn  their  ves- 
sel, they  would  have  made  a  great  voyage;  but 
they  can  sell  their  vessel — they  can  remit  the  pur- 
chase money  for  the  cargo,  and  they  can  carry  on 
the  same  game  from  other  parts,  and  in  this  way 
soon  make  fortunes. 

.  After  a  few  other  observations,  the  yeas  and 
nays  were  taken.  They  were,  yeas  29,  nays  43. 
as  follows : 

Yeas— John  Allen,  Bailey  Birtlett,  James  A.  Bayard, 
David  Brooks,  Christopher  6.  Champlin,  Joshua  Coit, 
Samuel  W.  Dana,  William  Edmond,  Thomas  Evans, 
Abiel  Foster,  Dwight  Foster,  Henry  Glen,  Chauncey 
Goodrich,  William  Gordon,  Roger  Griswold,  Thomas 
Hartley,  William  Hindman,  Hezekiah  L.  Hosmer,  Jas. 
H.  Imlay,  Samuel  Lyman,  William  Matthews,  Blair 
McClenachan,  Isaac  Parker,  John  Rutledge,  jr.,  Samuel 
Sewall,  Samuel  Sitgreaves,  Nathaniel  Smith,  George 
Thatcher,  and  MariL  Thomson. 

Nats— George  Bacr,  jr.,  Thomas  Blonnt,  Stephen 
BuUock,  Demsey  Burges,  Thomas  Claiborne,  William 
C.  C.  Claiborne,  John  Clopton,  William  Craik,  John 
Dawson,  George  Dent,  John  Fowler,  Albert  Gallatin, 
James  Gillespie,  William  Barry  Grove,  Robert  Goodloe 
Harper,  Carter  B.  HarriM>n,  Jonathan  N.  Havens,  David 
Holmes,  Walter  Jones,  John  Wilkes  Kittera,  Edvrard 


Livingston,  Matthew  Locke,  Matthew  Lyon,  Nathaniel 
Macon,  Joseph  McDowell,  Anthony  New,  John  Nicho- 
las, Harrison  G.  Otis,  James  Schureman,  Thomas  Si»» 
niduon,  Samuel  Smith,  William  Smith,  Richard  Stan- 
ford, Thomas  Sumter,  Richard  Thomas,  Thomas  TiU- 
inghast,  John  Trigg,  John  E.  Van  Alen,  Philip  Van 
Cortlandt,  Joseph  B.  Vamum,  Abraham  Venable,  Peleg 
Wadsworth,  and  Robert  Williams. 

And  so  the  said  bill  was  rejected. 

Mr.  Sitgreaves  said,  that  a  bill  which  he  con- 
sidered of  great  importance  to  this  country  (the 
bill  for  encouraging  the  capture  of  French  armed 
vessels  by  vessels  belonging  to  citizens  of  the  Uni- 
ted States)  had  been  this  morning  lost,  owing  to 
the  non-attendance  of  a  number  of  members.  In 
ordinary  cases,  when  gentlemen  choose  to  pursue 
their  own  business,  instead  of  attending  to  that  of 
the  public,  he  would  leare  them  to  account  with 
their  constituents,  without  particularly  noticing 
their  conduct ;  but  upon  a  subject  of  national  im- 
portance like  this,  he  thought  all  fair  and  proper 
means  ought  to  be  taken  to  have  questions  detei^ 
mined  according  to  the  real  strength  of  opinion  in 
the  House.  The  bill  had  been  lost  only  by  two 
votes,  and  two  members  were  absent  on  the  busi- 
ness of  the  House,  attending  the  Joint  Committee 
of  Enrolment,  who  are  allowed  to  sit  during  tbe 
session  of  the  House;  they,  therefore,  are  not 
blameable.  But  there  were  thirteen  other  mem- 
bers, who  were  in  the  city,  absent.  He  meant, 
therefore,  to  bring  forward  a  motion  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  committee  to  report  a  new  bill— - 
which,  he  believed,  he  was  authorized  by  the 
r\iles  of  the  House  to  do,  provided  it  varied  in 
ever  so  small  a  degree  from  the  bill  decided  upon. 
Mr.  S.  proposed  a  resolution  accordingly. 

This  motion  met  with  considerable  opposition, 
from  some  members  even  who  were  in  favor  of 
the  bill,  as  setting  a  precedent  which  would  be 
found  very  inconvenient;  for,  it  was  said,  if  the 
House  were  once  to  go  into  a  practice  of  thiakind, 
there  would  be  no  end  of  business,  duestiona 
might  be  renewed,  day  after  day,  whenever  the 
advocates  of  a  favorite  measure  thouffht  they  had 
a  chance  of  carrying  it  A  measure  having  been 
once  solemnlv  determined  by  yeas  and  nays,  in 
the  manner  this  question  had  been  decided,  it  wit 
declared  ought  not  again  to  be  revived 

The  debate  continued  till  the  hour  of  adjourn- 
ment ;  when,  at  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Gallatu 
and  Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Sitgreaves  consented  to  a 
call  of  the  House  being  made  to-morrow  morning, 
at  half-past  ten  o'clock  for  the  purpose  of  deciding 
upon  his  motion. 

Satoruat,  July  14. 

The  hour  having  arrived,  at  which  the  call  of 
the  House  was  to  be  made,  the  names  of  the  mem- 
bers were  called  over,  eighty-two  members  (in- 
cluding the  Speaker)  appeared  in  their  seats, 
twenty-three  absent,  twenty  of  whom  have  leave, 
one  sick,  and  two  for  whom  excuses  were  made, 
and  received  by  the  House. 

A  resolution  was  received  from  the  Senate  pro- 
posing to  subeeribe  for  400  copies  of  Folwwa 
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edition  of  the  Journals  of  the  Old  CongresR. 
The  consideration  of  it  was  postponed  till  the  next 
session. 

Bills  were  proposed,  agreed  to,  and  passed,  for 
avowing  extra  compensations  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Senate,  the  Clerk  of  the  Hoose  of  Represent- 
atives, the  Engrossing  Clerks,  and  the  Doorkeep- 
ers of  both  Hoases. 

Mr.  LiviNGBTOif  laid  a  resolution  upon  the  table, 
proDOsing  that,  instead  of  the  laws  beinff  inserted 
in  three  papers  in  the  Union  only,  the  Secretary 
of  State  should  be  directed  to  insert  them  in  one 
paper  in  every  State.    Ordered  to  lie. 

Mr.  'Dbht  mored  for  the  appointment  of  a  com- 
mittee to  bring  in  a  new  bill  for  altering  the  next 
meeting  of  Congress.  The  motion  was  negativ- 
ed—39  to  26. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Nicholas,  a  call  of  the 
House  was  ordered  for  half  past  nine  on  Monday 
morning. 

An  engrossed  bill,  makingeertaio  appropriations, 
and  to  authorize  the  President  to  obtain  a  loan  on 
the  credit  of  the  direct  tax,  was  read  a  third  time 
and  passed. 

CAPTURE  OF  FRENCH  VESSELS. 

Mr.  SiTGREAVEs,  Called  up  for  decision  the  re- 
solution he  laid  on  the  table  yesterday,  viz: 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  prepare 
and  biimg  in  a  bill  for  giving  a  bounty  on  the  capture  of 
French  armed  ships  or  vessels,  by  aimed  ships  or  vessels 
owned  by  a  citizen  or  citizens  of  the  United  States. 

The  question  on  the  resolution,  was  then  put 
and  negatived — yeas  40,  nays  41,  as  follows : 

Teas — J<4m  AUen,  George  Baer,  jon.,  Bailey  Bart- 
lett,  Jmmes  A.  Bayard,  David  Broolu,  Christopher  6. 
ChampHn,  J<^m  Chapman,  William  Cndk,  Samuel  W. 
Dans,  John  Dennis^  William  Edmond,  Thomas  Evans, 
Abiel  Foster,  Dwight  Foster,  Henry  Glen,  Chauncey 
Goodrich,  William  Gordon,  Roger  Griswold,  Thomas 
Hartley,  Wm.  Hindman,  Hezekiah  L.  Hosmer,  James 
H.Imlay,John  Wilkes  Kittera,  Samuel  Lyman,  Wil- 
liam Matthews,  Harrison  G.  Otis,  Isaac  Parker,  John 
Reed,  John  Rutledge,  jon^  James  Schureman,  Sam- 
uel Sewall,  Thomas  Sinnickaon,  Samuel  Sitgreaves, 
Nathaniel  Smith,  Peleg  Sprague,  George  Thatcher, 
Richard  Thomas,  Mark  Thomson,  John  E.  Van  Almi, 
and  Peleg  Wadsworth, 

Nats — Abraham  Baldwin,  David  Bard,  Themas 
Blount,  Ridiard  Brent,  Stephen  BuHock,  Demsey  Bur- 
gee, Thomas  Claiborne,  William  Charles  Cole  Claibomd, 
Jolm  Clopton,  Joshua  Coit,  John  Dawson,  Geor^ 
Dent,  John  Fowler,  Albert  Gallatin,  James  GilUespie, 
William  Barry  Grove,  Robert  Goodloe  Harper,  Carter 
B.  Harrison,  Jonathan  N.  Havens,  JoeepbJIeiiter,  David 
Hohnes,  Walter  Jones,  Edward  Livingston,  Matthew 
Locke,  Matthew  Lyon,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Blair  McClen- 
achan,  Joseph  McDowell,  Anthony  New,  John  Nicho- 
las, Sunuel  Smith,  William  Smith,  Richard  Sprigg,  jun., 
Richaid  Stanford,  Thomas  Sumter,  Thomas  Til&ghast, 
John  Trigg,  Philip  Van  Cortlandt,  Josef^  B.  Vamnm, 
Abraham  Y enable,  and  Robert  Williams. 

And  so  the  motion  was  rejected. 

ADDITIONAL  NAVAL  ARMAMENT. 
The  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  mak- 


ing a  further  appropriation  to  the  additional  Naval 
Armament  were  taken  up.  The  principal  of  Iw'hich 
was  a  provision  for  three  new  vessels; 

Mr.  Gallatin  said,  if  the  House  wished  to  have 
three  additional  vessels  provided,  to  the  twenty- 
four  already  authorized,  ne  did  not  know  that  he 
should  make  any  particular  objection  to  it ;  but 
this  thing,  he  said,  appeared  in  a  very  eztraordi* 
nary  shape.  It  must  be  recollected  that  the  Houat 
had,  in  a  former  law,  appropriated  $950,000  for 
the  additional  Naval  Armament.  Since  that 
timcj  Congress  have  passed  a  law  authorizing  the 
President  to  accept  ol  certain  vessels  which  maj 
be  built  by  citizens  of  the  Unitecl  States,  in  which 
it  is  said  that  six  of  the  vessels  to  be  built  shall 
be  above  32  gxms  each,  and  of  course  these  9950^- 
000  will  not  be  sufficient,  and  $600,000  more  are 
by  this  bill  proposed  to  be  appropriated  for  build- 
ing three  of  these  laree  ships,  supposing  that  the 
dther  three  might  be  built  by  the  merc&nts  and 
loaned  to  Government;  but,  according  to  the 
amendment  of  the  Senate,  these  $600,000  were  to 
be  appropriated  for  building  three  new  vessels  not 
yet  authorized. 

There  was, "Mr.  G.  said,  another  impropriety  ia 
this  amendment.  It  authorized  an  expense,  under 
cover  of  an  appropriation,  which  was  an  unallow- 
able practice. 

Mr.  Sewall  said,  if  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania would  compare  the  first  section  and  the 
amendment  together,  he  would  find  that  his  re- 
marks would  not  apply. 

Mr.  Gallatin  said,  if  he  was  mistaken,  he  should 
be  glad  if  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  wouM 
set  him  right;  but  if  he  could  understand  the 
amendment,  it  was  what  he  had  stated  it  to  be. 

Mr.  Sewall  said,  it  was  well  imderstood  that 
$600,000  were  barely  sufficient  to  finish  the  three 
frigates  formerly  proposed  to  be  built,  and  the 
materials  for  which  are  partly  on  hand.  Thia 
appropriation,  he  said,  did  not  at  all  "apply  to  the 
authority  ffiven  to  the  President  of  die  United 
States  to  build  twelve,  and  to  accept  of  twelve 
other  vessels.  The  $950,000  were  appropriated 
to  finish  twelve  of  those  vesseb,  and  the  difference 
in  the  plan  related  onlv  to  the  other  twelve  which 
it  was  expected  would  be  built  by  subscription, 
and  therefore  made  no  difference  in  the  appropri- 
ation. 

Mr.  Nicholas  said,  if  the  three  vessels  were 
proper  to  be  built,  it  would  be  improper  to  have 
them  provided  for  in  this  way.  Tnis  was  a  sim- 
ple appropriation  bill,  and  the  Senate  might  as 
well  have  introduced  any  other  new  expense  aa 
the  one  they  had  introduced. 

Mr.  Harper  said,  he  was  extremely  desirous  of 
adding  to  our  Naval  Armament  not  onlv  threi^ 
but  a  larger  number  of  vessels ;  but  he  oelieved 
the  mode  proposed  would  not  accomplish  the  ob- 
ject. Twenty-four  vessels  are  already  authorized 
as  an  additional  armament;  twelve  of  which  are 
to  be  built  by  private  citizens,  in  exchange  for 
stock  of  the  tJnited  States ;  for  building  the  other 
twelve^  $950,000  have  been  appropriated ;  but,  as 
it  had  been  determined  that  six  out  of  these  twen- 
ty-four vessels  should  be  more  than<d2  guna  each, 
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it  wms  found  that  9960,000  would  not  be  snffieient, 
mnd  this  bill  was  meant  to  proyide  /or  the  defi- 
ciency, including  the  materials  on  hand ;  but  if 
the  $600,000  proposed  to  be  appropriated  for  that 
object  by  this  bill  be  direrted  to  another,  it  is  clear 
the  twenty-four  yessels  already  authorized  cannot 
be  finished.  Mr.  H.  wished  the  Senate  had  new 
modified  the  bill,  so  as  to  have  left  an  appropria- 
tkm.  for  all  the  vessds.  He  was  sure  that  9600,000 
would  not  be  more  than  was  wanted  for  the  yes- 
aab  already  authorized,  especially  if  they  should 
be  built  of  large  force — perhaps  of  74  guns— ^hich 
Ike  President  would  be  authorized  in  doing,  if  he 
Aoold  think  proper. 

The  motion  was  put  and  negatiyed,  there  being 
only  nine  rotes  in  favor  of  it.  The  Sesate-after- 
wards  receded  from  it. 


MoMnAT,  July  16. 

The  call  of  the  House  was  postponed  from  time 
to  time  durinff  the  whole  sitting,  and  in  the  end 
dispensed  wim. 

The  Senate  informed  the  House  they  had  post- 
poned the  Inll  making  an  alteration  in  the  stslfaip 
act  till  next  session. 

Mr.  Ltom  called  up  the  resolution  yesterday 
laid  upon  the  table  bv  Mr.  Livingston  respecting 
the  publication  of  tne  laws.  From  the  present 
imperfect  publication  of  the  laws,  the  people  in 
the  remote  parts  of  the  Union,  he  said,  were  im- 
perfectly acquainted  with  them.  He  thought  it  a 
duty  the  Gk)vemment  owed  to  the  people  to  have 
Uie  laws  well  circulated,  since  no  man  is  allowed 
to  plead  an  ignorance  of  the  laws  when  he  of- 
fends them ;  and  he  thought  this  could  not  be  done 
by  inserting  them  in  less  than  in  one  paper  in 
every  State. 

On  the  Question  being  put,  Mr.  Lton  only  ap- 
peared in  tavor  of  it 

INTERCOURSE  WITH  FRANCE. 

Another  bill  was  received  from  the  Senate,  to 
amend  the  act  for  suspending  the  commercial  m^ 
tercourse  between  the  Unit^  States  and  France 
and  her  dependencies. 

Mr.  NicBOLAs  moved  to  postpone  this  bill  till 
next  session. 

Mr.  Harper  hoped  not.  This  bill,  he  said,  was 
very  different  from  the  one  which  had  been  ne^- 
tived.  That  proposed  to  dispense  with  sureues 
altogether ;  this  only  to  lower  the  amount  of  the 
bond.  Instead  of  the  owner  giving  security  in  a 
sum  equal  to  the  amount  of  vessel  and  car^,  and 
finding  two  sureties  in  half  the  sum,  this  biU  pro- 
poses that  the  owner  and  master  shall  be  bound 
in  a  sum  equal  to  the  amount  of  the  value  of  the 
vessel,  and  a  surety  in  from  one  to  ten  thousand 
dollars.  To  exact  a  bond  equal  to  the  amount  of 
the  vessel  and  caigo  in  every  case,  would  be  very 
inconvenient.  They  are  sometimes  very  valua- 
ble. There  is  now,  he  said,  a  vessel  in  this  port 
ready  to  sail  whose  cargo  is  worth  $300,000.  To 
exact  from  the  owner  a  bond  to  the  full  amount, 
and  two  sureties  in  half  the  sum,  would  be  re- 
quiring a  f  ery  heavy  security  from  them.    It 


would  be  sufficient,  he  thou^t,  to  require  a  1 
equal  to  the  profit  which  it  is  probaue  would  be 
derived  from  any  voyage. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  saidL  tnis  bill  was  certainlv  vexj 
difierent  from  that  which  had  been  rented  oy  this 
House,  though  it  did  not  meet  with  his  appto&r 
tion  at  present  It  was  capable,  however,  of 
amendment  The  security  at  prmnt  proposed 
was  not  worthy  of  the  name.  Had  he  a  ship 
ready  to  sail  such  as  the  gcntle^ban  last  up  bad 
named,  he  would  willinglv  forfeit  the  sum  Pfopoa- 
ed,  to  have  the  privilege  or  sending  her  to  a  French 
market  TheoiffereBeeinprice  wtweenaFrenck 
and  a*  Hamburg  market  would  make  it  well  worth 
his  while  to  do  so.  In  many  oases,  such  a  Torage 
would  afford  50  per  cent  A  r^gidation  something 
like  the  present  could  only  secure  the  hit  tmdcr  i 
but  the  surety  must  be  a  much  larger  sum  than 
910000. 

Mr.  Harper  said,  nqthinjg^  would  be  more  easf 
than  to  increase  the  sum,  ifit  should  be  found  too 


The  question  on  a  postponement  was  put  and 
negatived— 41  to  22. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  upon  this  IhU  ;  when 

Mr.  Otis  movea  to  strike  out  the  surety  of 
$10,000.  for  the  purpose  of  inserting  20.000. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  moved  $30,000;  which  was  car- 
ried. 

Mr.  Harrison  moved  to  strike  out  $1,000,  the 
lowest  sum,  and  insert  3,000. 

Mr.  Nicholas  thought  this  bill  vested  a  very 
great  power  in  the  collectors ;  and  there  could  be 
no  doubt  that  all  the  bonds  would  be  filled  op 
with  the  lowest  sums,  except  some  informatioa 
was  received  of  foul  {Jav. 

Mr.  €U)HnoM  supposed  the  collectors  wottld  be 
guided  by  the  amount  of  the  cargoes. 

Mr.  Harper  hsd  no  objection  to  the  collectors 
having  this  power,  as  it  would  be  exercised  under 
the  direction  of  the  Treasury  Department ;  and 
no  doubt  they  would  g^ve  instructions  to  the  col- 
lectors not  to  be  guided  wholly  by  the  amoimt  of 
cargoes,  but  Recording  to  circumstances  of  fraud 
appearing  or  not  appearing. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  said,  he  would  make  a  motion 
which  would  supersede  the  one  under  considera- 
tion. He  thought  the  biU  as  it  stood  too  indefi- 
nite^ and  that  it  held  out  temptations  to  collectois 
to  receive  the  lowest  secunty  in  any  case ;  the 
l^w  would  be  wholly  in  their  power.  He  propos- 
ed that,  in  addition  to  the  bond  for  the  amount  of 
the  value  of  the  vessel,  an  additional  security 
should  be  given  in  a  sum  equal  to  one- third  of  the 
amount  oftlfe  ?  alue  of  the  vessel  and  cargo. 

The  Chairman  decUred  this  motion  not  it 
order. 

The  committee  rose,  however,  and  Mr.  Smtth 
renewed  his  amendment  in  the  House,  when  k 
was  agreed  to,  aAer  some  objections  to  it  from  Mr. 
Bavard— 36  to  28.  The  bill  was  then  ordeied 
to  be  read  a  third  time,  received  its  third  reading, 
and  passed. 

The  Senate  informed  the  House  that  they  bad 
postponed  till  next  session  theJ^iU  respeetang  the 
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entry  of  stills,  and  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Reuben 
Smith  and  Nathan  Strong,  and  resolred  that  the 
bill  respecting  balances  due  from  certain  States 
do  not  pass. 

Mr.  Bayard  made  a  motion  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  committee  to  bring  in  another  bill  re- 


specting the  balances  due  from  certain  States,  bat 
it  was  not  carried. 

The  House  baring  receired  all  the  biUs  fVom 
the  President  and  the  business  of  the  two  Houses 
beinff  finisheo,  the  Spbakbr  adiourned  the  House 
till  tne  first  Monday  in  December  next. 
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THE   SENATE   OF   THE  UNITED   STATES, 

AT  THE  THIRD  SESSION  OP  THE  FIFTH  CONGRESS,   BEGUN   AT   THE  CITY  OF 
PHILADELPHIA,  DECEMBER  3,  1798. 


Monday,  December  3, 1798. 

Tha  third  session  of  the  fifth  Congress  com- 
menced this  day,  conformably  to  the  provision 
of  tHe  Constitution,  and  the  Senate  assembled  at 
the  city  of  Philadelphia,  in  their  Chamber. 

PRESENT : 

John  Langdon  and  Samuel  Livermore,  from 
New  Hampshire ; 

Theodore  Foster  and  Rat  Greene,  from 
Rhode  Island ; 

William  Bingham,  from  Pennsylyania ; 

Humphrey  Marshall,  from  Kentucky ; 

Jacob  Read,  from  South  Carolina ; 

James  Gunn,  from  Georgia. 

Daniel  Smith,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the  Ex- 
ecutive of  the  State  of  Tennessee,  in  the  recess  of 
that  Legblature,  in  place  of  Andrew  Jackson,  re- 
signed, took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

The  members  present  not  being  sufficient  to 
form  a  quorum,  the  Senate  adjourned  to  11  o'clock 
to-morrow  morning. 


Tuesday,  December  4. 

Henry  Latimer,  from  the  State  of  Delaware 
attended. 

The  members  iM-esent  not  being  sufficient  to 
form  a  quorum,  aajourned. 


Wednesday,  December  5. 

Benjamin  Goodhue,  from  the  State  of  Massa- 
chusetts; Elijah  Paine,  and  Nathaniel  Chip- 
M[AN,  from  the  State  or  Vermont;  John  Lau- 
RANCE,  from  the  State  of  New  York ;  and  Timo- 
thy Bloodwortb,  from  the  State  of  North  Car- 
olina, severally  attended. 

No  quorum  being  present,  the  Senate  adjourned. 


Thursday,  December  6. 

Richard  Stockton,  from  the  State  of  New 
Jersey,  and  Joseph  Anderson,  from  the  State  of 
Tennessee,  severally  attended. 

The  Vice  President  being  absent,  the  Senate 
proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  President  pro  tem- 
pore, as  the  Constitution  provides,  and  John  Lau- 
rance  was  chosen. 

The  credentials  of  Daniel  Smith,  appointed  a 
Senator  by  the  Executive  of  the  State  of  Ten- 
e,  in  place  of  Andrew  Jackson,  resigned,  were 


read,  and  the  oath  was,  by  the  President,  admin- 
istered to  him.  as  the  law  provides. 

Ordered,  Tnat  the  Secretary  wait  on  the  Presi- 
dent OP  THE  United  States,  and  acquaint  him 
that  a  quorum  of  the  Senate  is  assembled,  and  that, 
in  the  absence  of  the  Vice  President,  they  have 
elected  John  Laurance,  President  of  the  Senate 
pro  tempore. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  acquaint  the 
House  of  Representatives  that  a  quorum  of  the 
Senate  is  assembled,  and  ready  to  proceed  to  busi- 
ness, and  that,  in  the  absence  of  the  Vice  Presi- 
dent, they  have  elected  John  Laurance,  Presi- 
dent of  the  Senate  pro  tempore. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  a  quorum  of  the  House 
is  assembled,  and  they  have  appointed  a  joint 
committee  on  their  part,  together  with  such  com- 
mittee as  the  Senate  may  appoint  on  theirs,  to 
wait  on  the  President  of  the  United  States  and 
notify  him  that  a  quorum  of  the  two  Houses  is 
assembled,  and  ready  to  receive  any  communica- 
tions that  he  may  be  pleased  to  make  to  them. 

The  Senate  took  into  consideration  the  message 
from  the  House  of  Representatives,  and 

Retolved,  That  they  do  concur  therein,  and 
that  Messrs.  Read  and  Paine  be  of  the  joint  com- 
mittee on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 

The  return  of  service  on  the  summons  to  Wil-  ' 
iiam  Blount,  made  by  the  Senreant-at-Arms.  pur- 
suant to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  first  of 
March  last  was  read. 

The  President  communicated  a  letter  from 
Jared  Inffersoll,  Esq.,  stating  that  he,  together 
with  A.  J.  Dallas,  Esq.,  were  employed  as  counsel 
for  William  Blount,  impeached  by  the  House^  of 
Representatives,  for  high  crimes  and  misdemean- 
ors ;  and  that  thev  were  ready  to  attend  the  trial 
when  ordered  by  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Read  reported,  from  the  joint  committee 
appointed  for  Uiat  purpose,  that  they  had  waited 
on  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  bad  no- 
tified him  that  a  quorum  of  the  two  Houses  of 
Congress  were  assembled,  and  the  President  of  the 
United  States  acquainted  the  committee  that  he 
would  meet  the  two  Houses  on  Saturday  next  at 
12  o'clock,  in  the  Chamber  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives. 

Resolved,  That  James  Mathers,  Jr.,  be  Assist- 
ant Doorkeeper  to  the  Senate,  in  place  of  Corne- 
lius Maxwell,  deceased. 

Resolved,  That  each  Senator  be  supplied,  during 

Digitized  by 


2191 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


2192 


Senate.] 


Proceedings, 


[December,  1798. 


the  present  session,  with  copies  of  sacb  newspa- 
pors,  printed  in  any  of  the  States,  as  he  may 
choose,  provided  that  the  same  are  famished  at  tbe 
rate  of  the  usual  annual  charse^  for  such  papers. 

Reeolvedy  That  two  Chaplams,  of  different  de- 
nominations, be  appointed  to  Congress,  for  the 
present  session,  one  oy  each  House,  who  shall  in- 
terchange weekly. 

Ordered^  That  tbe  Secretary  desire  the  con- 
rence  of  the  House  of  Representatives  in  this  res- 
olution. 


Saturday,  December  8. 

James  Ross,  from  the  State  of  Pennsylvania, 
attended. 

A  message  from  tbe  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  thev  are  now  ready  to 
meet  the  Senate,  in  tbe  Chamoer  of  that  House, 
to  receive  such  communications  as  the  President 
of  the  United  States  shall  be  pleased  to  make  to 
them.    Whereupon, 

The  Senate  repaired  to  the  Chamber  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  for  tbe  purpose  above 
expressed. 

The  Senate  then  returned  to  their  own  Cham- 
ber, and  a  oopv  of  the  Speech  of  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  this  day  addressed  to  both 
Houses  of  Congress  was  read.  [For  which  see 
proceeding  in  the  House  of  Representatives.] 

Ordered^  That  Messrs.  Stockton,  Read,  and 
Ross,  be  a  committee  to  report  the  draught  of  an 
Address  to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  in 
answer  to  his  Speech  this  day  to  both  Houses  of 
Congress,  and  that  the  Speech  be  printed  for  the 
use  of  the  Senate. 


Monday,  December  10. 

Uriah  Tracy,  from  the  State  of  Connecticut, 
attended. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  concur  in 
the  resolution  tor  the  appointment  of  Chaplains ; 
and  have  elected  the  Rev.  Doctor  Ashbel 
Qrebn  on  their  part. 

Mr.  Stockton  made  a  report  from  the  com- 
mittee appointed  to  draufi^ht  an  Address  to  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  in  answer  to  his 
Speech  to  both  Houses  of  Congress  at  the  open- 
ing of  the  session  ;  and  the  report  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  it  lie  until  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  appointment  of  a 
Chaplain  to  Congress  on  their  part,  and  the  Riffht 
Rev.  Bishop  White  was  unanimously  elected. 

Tuesday,  December  11. 

James  Watson,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the 
Lc^slature  of  the  State  of  New  York,  in  place 
of  John  S.  Hobart,  resigned,  produced  his  creden- 
tials, which  were  read,  ana  the  oath  was,  by  the 
President,  administered  to  him,  as  the  law  pro- 
vides. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  committee  on  the  draught  of  an  Ad-: 
dress  in  answer' to  the  Speech  of  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  to  both  Houses  of  Congress, 


at  the  opening  of  the  session  ;  which,  being  read 
in  paragraphs  and  amended,  was  adopted,  as  fcd- 
lows : 
To  the  President  of  the  United  States  .* 

8iK  :  The  Senate  of  the  United  States  join  yoaia 
thanks  to  Ahnigbty  God  for  the  removal  of  the  late  af- 
flicting dispenaationB  of  his  Providence,  and  for  the 
patriotic  ^irit  and  general  proaperi^  of  oar  coontiy. 
Sympathy  for  the  aufoinga  of  our  fellow-dtixeni  froia 
diaeaae,  and  the  important  interests  of  the  Union,  de- 
mand at  the  National  Legialatore  a  ready  co-operalioa 
with  the  State  Govemments,  in  the  use  of  audi  means 
aa  seem  beat  calculated  to  prevent  the  return  of  this  i^ 
tal  calamity. 

Although  we  have  aincerely  wished  that  an  adju^ 
ment  of  our  diflferencea  with  the  Rqmblic  of  Fnnee 
might  be  ejected  on  aafe  and  bononble  tena%^flt  tbe 
information  you  have  given  ua  of  tbe  ultimate  Mmsef 
the  negotiationa  has  not  aoipriaed  ua.  In  tbe  ganenl 
conduct  of  that  Republic,  we  have  aeen  a  deoga  of  aoi- 
veraal  influence,  incompatible  vnth  the  Belf-governmeol^ 
and  destructive  of  the  independenoe  of  other  States.  In 
its  conduct  towards  theae  United  Slatea,  we  baveaicD 
a  plan  of  hostility  pureaed  with  unremitted  constancy** 
equally  disregaidiog  ttie  obligationa  of  treatiea,  and  dia 
rights  of  individuals.  We  have  seen  two  emba«iei 
formed  for  the  purpose  of  mutual  axplanation^  iDd 
clothed  with  the  moat  extenaive  and  liberal  powef%  £§- 
miaaed  without  recognition  and  even  without  a  hearing. 
The  Government  of  France  has  not  only  refoaed  to  re- 
peal, but  has  recently  enjoined  the  obaervance  of  its 
former  edict,  respecting  mercbandiae  of  British  fiibric  or 
produce,  the  property  of  neutrala,  by  which  the  inter* 
ruption  of  our  lavdiil  commerce,  and  the  spoliation  of 
the  property  of  our  citizens,  have  again  received  a  pub- 
lic aanction.  These  fiicts  indicate  no  change  of  syiten 
or  disposition — they  speak  a  more  intelligible  langoage 
than  profeaaiona  of  aoUdtude  to  avoid  a  rupture,  howev- 
er ardently  made.  But  i^  after  the  repeated  prooft  we 
have  given  of  a  aincero  dedre  for  peace,  theae  piofeaiioni 
should  be  accompanied  by  insinuationa,  impUrating  the 
integrity  with  which  it  has  been  pursued — i£,  neglecting 
and  passing  by  the  Constitutional  and  authorized  agents 
of  the  Grovemment,  they  are  made  through  the  mediom  of 
mdividuals  without  public  character  or  authority ;  and, 
above  all,  if  they  carry  with  them  a  claim  to  praniibe 
the  political  qualifications  of  the  Minister  of  tbe  United 
States  to  be  employed  in  the  negotiation,  they  are  not 
entitied  to  attention  or  consideration,  but  ought  to  be  re- 
garded as  designed  to  separate  the  people  from  their  Gov- 
ernment, and  to  bring  about  by  intrigue  that  wM 
open  force  could  not  effect 

We  are  of  opinion  with  you,  air,  that  there  has  no- 
thing yet  been  discovered  in  the  conduct  <^  France  wfaidi 
can  justify  a  relaxation  of  the  means  of  detance  adopted 
during  the  last  aeaaion  of  Congreaa,  the  happy  resolt  of 
which  is  80  strongly  and  gently  marked.  IT  the  foret 
by  aea  and  land  which  the  existing  laws  authorize  ebodd 
be  judged  inadequate  to  the  public  defence,  we  wiU  po^ 
fbrai  the  indispensable  duty  of  bringing  fonrard  m^ 
other  acts  as  wUl  efiectually  call  forth  the  resouroes  and 
force  of  our  country. 

A  ateady  adherence  to  this  wise  and  manly  poU^-j-^ 
proper  direction  of  the  noble  spirit  of  patriotism  wfaici 
has  ariaen  in  our  country,  and  which  ought  to  be  cM" 
idbed  and  invigorated  Ij  evay  branch  of  the  ^^^^ 
ment,  will  aecure  our  liberty  and  ind^pendenca  ag«B» 
all  open  and  secret  attacks.        >^^  j 

Digitized  by  LjOOQ l6 


2198 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


2194 


Dgcbmber,  1798.] 


Proceedings, 


[Senati^ 


We  enter  on  tbe  btMineM  of  the  pieeent  eetnoa  with 
an  anxtouf  solicitude  ibr  the  public  good*  and  ahall  be- 
atow  that  consideration  on  tbe  several  objects  pointed  oat 
in  yourcommunication»  which  they  respectively  merit. 

Tour  long  and  important  services — ^your  tdents  and 
firmness,  so  often  displayed  in  the  most  trying  times  and 
most  critical  situations—afford  a  sure  pledge  of  a  zeal- 
ous oo-operation  in  every  measure  necessary  to  tecure  us 
j  nstioe  and  req>ect  JOHN  LAURANCE, 

Preddent  of  the  Senate  pro  tempore. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  who  prepared  the 
Address,  wait  on  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  and  desire  him  to  acauaint  the  Senate  at 
what  time  and  place  it  will  be  most  convenient 
for  kim  that  it  should  be  presented. 

Mr.  Stockton  reported,  from  the  committee, 
that  they  had  waited  on  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  and  that  he  would  receire  the  Adr 
diees  of  the  Senate  to-morrow,  at  12  o'clock,  at 
kis  own  house.    Whereapoa, 

ReBokpedj  That  the  Senate  will,  to-morrow  at 
12  oH^lock,  wait  on  the  President  of  the  United 
Slates  accordingly. 


Wednesday,  December  12. 

Agreeably  to  the  resolution  of  yesterday,  the 
Senate  waited  on  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  President  of  the  Senate,  in  their 
name,  presented  the  Address  then  agreed  on. 

To  which  the  President  ofthe  United  States 
made  the  following  reply: 
To  the  Senate  ofthe  United  States: 

GsiTTLxxBir :  I  thank  you  (br  this  Address,  so  con- 
formable to  the  spirit  of  our  Constitution,  and  the  es- 
tablished character  of  the  Senate  ef  the  United  States, 
for  wisdom,  honor,  and  virtue. 

I  have  seen  no  real  evidence  of  any  change  of  sys- 
tem or  disposition  in  the  French  Republic  towards  the 
United  States.  Although  the  officious  interference  of 
individuals,  without  public  character  or  authority,  is 
not  entitled  to  any  credit,  yet  it  deserves  to  be  consi- 
dered, whether  that  temerity  and  impertinence  of  indi- 
wdnals  afbctmg  to  interfere  in  pubbc  affairs,  between 
France  and  the  United  States,  whether  by  their  secret 
ooxrespondenoe  or  otherwise,  and  intended  to  impose 
apoa  the  people,  and  separate  them  from  their  Govem- 
ment,  ought  not  to  be  inquired  into  and  corrected. 

I  thank  you,  gentlemen,  for  your  assurances  that  you 
will  bestow  that  consideration  on  the  several  objects 
pointed  out  in  my  communication,  which  they  respec- 
tively merit 

If  I  have  participated  in  that  understanding,  since- 
rity, and  constancy,  which  have  been  displayed  by  my 
fellow-dtizens  and  countrymen,  in  the  most  trying 
times,  and  critical  situations,  and  fulfilled  my  duties  to 
them,  I  am  happy.  The  testimony  of  the  Senate  of 
the  United  States,  in  mj  fiivor,  is  an  high  and  honor- 
able reward,  which  receives,  as  it  merits,  my  gratefrd 
acknowledgments.  My  xealous  co-operation  in  mea- 
sures necessary  to  secure  us  justice  and  consideration 
may  be  always  depended  on. 

JOHN  ADAMS. 

December  12, 1798. 

The  Senate  returned  to  their  own  Chamber, 
and  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  Executive 
business. 


Thursday,  December  13. 
Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  notify  the  House 
of  Representatives  that  the  summons  issued  by 
order  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  against 
William  Blount,  on  the  1st  day  of  March  last, 
to  appear  at  their  bar,  on  the  3a  Monday  of  De- 
cember instant,  and  answer  to  the  impeachment 
made  by  the  House  of  Representatives,  for  high 
crimes  and  misdemeanors,  nas  been  duly  served 
on  the  said  William  Blount,  by  the  Sergeant- 
at- Arms,  and  a  return  thereon  is  made  to  the  office 
of  the  Secretary  of  tbe  Senate. 


Fbiday,  December  14. 

John  E.  Howard,  from  the  State  of  Maryland, 
attended. 

The  Senate  spent  the  day  in  the  consideratioa 
of  Executive  business. 


Monday,  December  17. 

Alexander  Martin,  from  the  State  of  North 
Carolina,  and  ^mbs  Hillhous^  from  the  State 
of  Connecticut,  severally  attendee. 

The  President  laid  before  the  Senate  a  report 
from  the  Commissioners  of  the  Smking  Fund, 
which  was  read,  as  follows : 

The  Commissioners  of  the  Smking  Fund  respectftUly 
report  to  Congress — 

That  the  measures  which  haye  been  authorized  by 
the  Board  subsequent  to  their  report  of  the  4th  ef  Da- 
cember,  1797,  so  fiir  as  the  same  hsTe  been  completed, 
are  ftilly  detailed  in  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  this  Board,  dated  the  12th  of  December, 
1798,  and  in  the  proceedings  ofthe  accounting  officers 
therein  refiirred  to,  which  are  herewith  transmitted  and 
prayed  to  be  received  as  pArt  of  this  report 

JOHN  LAURANCB, 
President  ofthe  Senate  pro  tempore, 

December  15, 1798. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  rtMpeotlully  reports 
to  tiie  Commissioners  of  the  Sinkmg'  Fund — 

That  no  purchases  of  the  debt  of  the  United  States 
have  been  made  since  the  date  of  the  last  report  to 
Congressy  on  the  4th  day  of  December,  1797 ;  and  that 
the  sums  heretofore  purchased  amount  to  two  millions 
three  hundred  and  seven  thousand  six  hundred  and 
sixty-one  dollars  and  seventy-one  cents;  for  which 
there  have  been  paid,  in  specie,  the  sum  of  one  millioii 
six  hundred  and  eighteen  thousand  nine  hundred  and 
thirty-six  dollars  and  four  cents,  as  will  more  particu- 
larly appear  firom  the  document  hereto  aimexedy 
marked  A» 

The  following  sums  have  been  applied  towards  ihs 
dis^Arge  of  the  principal  debt  of  the  United  States, 
since  the  date  ofthe  last  report  to  Congreas,  of  the  4di 
of  December,.  1797: 

1st  To  the  third  instalment  of  the  six  per  cent  stodk» 
bearing  a  present  interest,  which,  pursuant  to  the 
act,  entitled  *<  An  act  making  further  provision  for 
the  support  of  public  credit,  and  for  the  redemptioa 
of  the  public  debt,"  passed  on  the  3d  day  of  Mardi, 
1795,  and  the  act  in  addition  thereto,  passed  on  the 
38th  day  of  April,  1796,  became  payable  on  the  1st 
day  of  January,  1798,  the  sum  of  ^  $738,016  03 
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2d.  To  the  payment  of  an  instalment  of 
the  inbacnption  for  bank  stock,  due 
on  the  last  day  of  December,  1797,  300,000  00 

3d.  To  the  payment  of  the  second  in- 
stahnent  of  the  loan  of  $800,000  ob- 
tained of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  pursuant  to  an  act  passed  the 
31st  of  February,  1795,         -  -       300,000  00 

4th.  To  the  payment  of  the  first  instal- ' 
ment  of  a  loan  of  one  million  of  guild- 
ers in  Holland,  which  fell  due  the 
present  year,  pursuant  to  a  contract 
dated  the  1st  June,  1787,  estimated  at 
forty  cents  per  guilder,  -  -        80,000  00 


$1,118,016  03 


The  payments  before  enumerated  have  been  made 

but  of  the  following  funds : 

lat.  The  interest  fund  on  the  sums  which  accrued  upon 
the  stock  purchased  and  Tested  in  the  Cobimissioners 
of  the  Sinking  Fund,  in  trust  for  the  United  States, 
as  particularly  stated  in  the  document  hereto  an- 
nexed, marked  B,     -  -  -      $88,913  87 

M.  The  fond  arising  from  the  payment 
of  debts  which  originated  prior  to  the 
present  Constitution  of  the  United 
Statea,  as  particularly  stated  in  the 
document  marked  C,  -  -         17,714  95 

,  3d.  The  fund  arising  from  the  sales  of 
lands  in  the  Northwestern  Territoiy, 
as  particularly  stated  in  the  document 
hereto  annexed,  marked  D,  -         88,376  73 

4th.  The  funds  funds  arising  fix>m  es- 
tablished revenues  and  appropriated 
for  the  reduction  of  the  debts  of  the 
United  States,  being  for  the  period, 
and  in  reference  to  the  objects,  con- 
tained in  this  report,  -  -       933,01148 


Making  in  the  whole  a  sum  equal  to 
the  reimbursements  before  mentioned  $1,118,016  03 


.  The  growing  produce  of  the  interest  funds,  together 
with  the  sums  received  and  expected  from  established 
reTenues,  are  estimated  by  the  Secretary  as  sufficient 
for  the  reimbursement  of  the  fourth  instalment  of  the 
six  per  cent  stock,  bearing  a  present  interest ;  a  state- 
ment of  the  amount  and  application  of  the  said  funds 
will  be  exhibited  to  the  Board  with  tiie  next  report. 

All  which  is  most  respectfully  submitted  by 
OLIVER  WOLCOTT, 
Secretary  of  ike  Treatury, 

Tbxasubt  Dspabtxskt,  December  13,  1798. 

Ordered^  That  the  reports  be  printed  for  the 
Use  of  the  Senate. 

The  President  laid  before  the  Senate  a  report 
signed  Winthrop  Sargent,  in  behalf  of  the  Gov- 
ernor of  the  Northwestern  Territory,  in  pursuance 
of  the  order  of  the  Senate  of  the  6th  of  March 
bst.  toother  with  the  copy  of  instructions  to 
Rooert  JBuntin,  Surveyor  or  Knox  county,  in  the 
said  Territory ;  which  were  read. . 

Orrfcrgrf,  That  they,  together  with  the  petitions 
of  Benjamin  Reed  and  others,  respecting  claims 
within  the  said  Territory,  be  referred  to  Messrs. 


Ross,  LivERMORE,  and  Paine,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon  to  the  Senate." 

On  motion,  Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Ross,  Read; 
and  Livermorb,  be  a  committee  to  prepare  and 
report  rules  for  conducting  the  trial  of  an  impeach- 
mentMiow  depending  in  the  Senate,  against  Wil- 
liam Blount;  and  to  report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Ross,  from  the  committer  last  appobted, 
reported, 

<*  That  the  LegislatiTe  and  ExecutiTe  business  of  tiis 
Senate  be  postponed,  and  that  the  Senate  form  itself 
into  a  Court  of  Impeachment,  by  taking  the  oath  jir»> 
scribed  by  a  resolution  of  this  House  on  the  9th  of  Feb- 
ruary last. 

<<  After  the  oath  has  been  administered  to  the  Prai- 
dent  and  Senate,  the  process  which,  on  the  first  of 
March  last,  was  directed  to  be  issued  and  serred  npoa 
William  Blount,  and  the  return  made  thereopon* 
shall  be  read.  The  officer  who  served  the  process  shsB 
be  sworn  to  the  truth  of  the  return  thereof  The  de> 
fendant,  William  Blount,  shall  be  called  to  appear  and 
answer  the  articles  of  impeachment  exhibited  agaiort 
him.  If  he  appears,  his  appearance  riiall  be  recorded 
If  he  does  not  appear,  his  de&ult  shall  be  recorded. 

<<  The  House  of  RepresenUtives  shall  be  notified  of 
the  appearance  or  default  of  the  defendant,  William 
Blount,  and  that  the  Senate  will  be  ready  at  18  o'clock 
to-morrow,  to  receive  the  managers  appointed  by  that 
House,  and  to  take  further  order  in  this  tiiaL" 

And  the  report  was  adopted ;  and  the  Senate 
formed  itself  into  a  Court  of^  Impeachment  accord- 
indy. 

The  Court  of  Impeachment  being  a4}0urned, 
the  Senate  went  into  the  consideration  of  Execu- 
tire  business. 


Tuesday,  December  18. 

Resolved,  That  Mes.srs.  Ross,  Livermore,  and 
Stockton,  be  a  committee  to  take  into  cooside^ 
ation,  and  to  report  what  rules  are  necessar]r  to  be 
adopted  on  the  trial  of  the  impeachment  of  Wil- 
liam Blount. 

Resolved,  That  Messrs.  Watson,  Bingham, 
Latimer,  Goodhue,  and  Bloodworth,  be  a  com- 
mittee to  take  into  consideration  that  part  of  the 
President's  Speech  respecting  the  expediency  of 
establishing  regulations  in  aia  of  the  health  laws 
of  the  respective  States;  and  to  report  by  bill,  bills, 
or  otherwise. 

Resolved,  That  Messrs.  Gunn,  Howard,  and 
Ross,  be  a  committee  to  take  into  consideration 
that  part  of  the  President's  Speech  which  respects 
the  extension  and  invigoration  of  the  measures 
of  defence,  other  than  those  which  relate  to  a 
naval  armament,  and  to  report  by  bill  or  other- 
wise. 

Resolved,  That  Messrs.  Goodhue,  Read,  Tra- 
cy, Bingham,  and  Watson,  be  a  committee  to 
take  into  consideration  so  much  of  the  President's 
Speech  as  relates  to  the  naval  defence  of  the 
United  States,  and  report  by  biU,  bills,  or  otbe^ 
wise. 

After  proceedings  as  a  Court  of  Impeachment, 
the  Senate  went  into  the  consideration  of  Execu- 
tive business. 
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WEDifESDAT,  December  19. 
Franklin  Davenport,  appoioted  a  Senator  by 
the  Executive  of  the  State  or  New  Jersey,  imthe 
recess  of  the  Legislature,  in  the  place  of  John 
Rutherfurd,  resigned,  produced  his  credentials; 
which  were  read,  and,  the  oath  of  office  being  ad- 
ministered to  him  as  the  law  provides,  he  took 
his  seat  in  the  Senate. 


Thursday,  December  20. 

Mr.  Ross,  from  the  committee  appointed  to 
take  into  consideration  and  report  what  rules  are 
necessary  to  be  adopted  on  tne  trial  of  the  im- 
peachment of  William  Blount,  reported  in  part. 

The  report  was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  printed 
for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Tr4CY  laid  before  the  Senate  the  petition  of 
Joseph  Russell,  jr.,  and  others,  stating  that  there 
is  due  to  them  from  the  United  States,  interest  on 
twenty-four  thousand  four  hundred  dollars,  accord- 
ing to  a  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  18th  of 
March,  1780,  and  praying  payment ;  which  peti- 
tion was  read. 

Ordered,  That  it  lie  on  the  table. 

Friday,  December  21. 

The  President  laid  before  the  Senate  a  letter 
from  Samuel  Meredith,  Treasurer,  together  with 
his  specie  and  War  Department  accounts,  ending 
30th  June,  and  War  and  Navy  Departments,  end- 
ing 30th  September ;  which  were  read. 

Ordered,  That  thev  lie  on  file. 

The  Senate  proceeoed  to  take  into  consideration 
the  report  of  the  committee  appointed  to  consider 
what  rules  are  necessary  to  be  adopted  by  the 
Senate  in  the  trial  of  William  Blount ;  and,  the 
report  being  amended,  was  adopted,  as  follows : 

«  Jietohfed,  That,  at  the  next  opening  of  the  Court 
of  Impeachment,  the  President  shall  inquire  whether 
the  managen  have  any  request  to  make,  before  the 
counsel  of  the  defendant  are  called  on  to  put  in  his 
answer. 

*<  If  no  motion  or  request  is  made,  the  defendant's 
counsel  shall  be  required  to  put  in  his  answer  or  plea, 
to  the  articles  of  impeachment 

**  The  answer  or  plea  shall  be  read  by  the  Secretary, 
and  entered  bj  him  on  the  JoumaL 

'*  A  copy  of  the  defendant's  answer  or  plea  shall  be 
communicated  to  the  House  of  Representattyes,  bjr  the 
Secretary. 

^  The  President  shall  then  inform  the  managers  that 
the  Senate  is  ready  to  hear  any  reply  or  motion  which 
they  may  think  proper  to  make. 

«A11  questions,  arising  in  the  xourse  of  the  trial, 
shall  be  decided  with  closed  doors.  The  decisions  shall 
be  by  ayes  and  noes,  which  shall  be  entered  upon  the 
JournaL  When  the  question  is  decided,  the  doors 
shall  be  opened,  the  jparties  called  in,  and  the  result 
made  known  to  them  by  the  President. 

**  Witnesses  shall  be  sworn  by  the  Secretary,  and 
shall  take  the  following  oath  : 

**  I,  A,  B,  do  swear,  (or  affirm,  as  the  case  may  be,) 
that  the  evidence  I  will  give  to  this  Court,  touching  the 
impeachment  of  William  Blount,  now  here  depending, 
shall  be  the  truth,  the  whole  tra^  and  nothing  but  the 
trutib.    So  hdp  me  Ood. 


*'  Witnesses  shall  be  examined  by  the  party  produ* 
dng  them,  and  then  cross  examined  in  the  usual  form. 
If  a  Senator  wishes  any  question  to  be  asked,  it  shall 
be  put  by  the  President 

*<  If  Senators  are  called  as  witnesses,  they  shfll  be 
sworn,  and  give  their  testimony  standing  in  their 
places." 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  inform  the  House 
of  Representatives  that  the  Senate,  taking  into 
their  care  the  ordering  of  the  trial  of  mlliam 
Blount,  late  a  Senator  of  United  States  from  the 
State  of  Tennessee,  on  Monday,  the  24th  of  De- 
cember instant,  have  prepared  some  rules  to  be 
observed  at  said  trial,-  which  they  have  thought 
fit  to  communicate  to  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives. 

Monday,  December  24. 

The  Senate  resolved  themselves  into  a  Court 

of  Impeachment ;  and,  after  proceedings  therein, 

went  into  the  consideration  of  Executive  busiaeaa, 

and  afterwards  adjourned  to  Wednesday  morning. 


Wednesday,  December  26. 

James  Lloyd,  from  the  State  of  Maryland, 
attended.  * 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
Executive  business. 


Thursday,  December  27. 

Thomas  Jefferson,  Vice  President  of  the 
United  States  and  President  of  the  Senate,  at- 
tended. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  ^  An  act  respecting  balances  re- 
portea  against  certain  States,  by  the  Commis- 
sioners appointed  to  settle  the  accounts  between 
the  Unitea  States  and  the  several  States ;"  and  a 
bill,  entitled  ^'  An  act  providing  for  the  enumera- 
tion of  the  inhabitants  of  the  United  States  f*  in 
which  bills  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate. 

The  bills  were  read,  and  ordered  to  the  secoad 
reading. 

Friday,  December  28. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, entitled  ^  An  act  providing  for  the  enumer- 
ation of  the  inhabitants  of  the  United  States," 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  Messrs. 
Paine,  Read,  and  Hillhouse,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 

The  bilL  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, entitled  "An  act  respecting  balances  re- 
ported against  certain  States,  by  the  Commis- 
sioners appointed  to  Settle  the  accounts  between 
the  United  States  and  the  several  States,"  was 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  Messrs.  Lau- 
RANCB,  Tracy,  and  Martin,  to  consider  and  re- 
port thereon  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Tracy  notified  the  Senate  that  he  should, 
to-morrow,  if  the  Senate  should-^be  in  session 
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and  if  not,  on  Monday,  moTefor  leaya  to  bring  in 
a  bill  authorizing  the  acceptance,  from  the  State 
of  Connecticut,  of  a  cession  of  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  territory  west  of  Pennsylvania,  commonly 
ealltd  the  Western  Reserve  of  Connecticut. 


Monday,  December  31. 

The  Vice  President  laid  before  the  Senate  a 
letter  from  John  Hunter,  notifying  his  resigna- 
tion of  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States: 
OmUemen  of  the  Senate^  and 

Gtnilemen  of  the  House  of  Reprteentativea  .* 

A  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  made  to  me  on 
the  twenty-fourth  of  this  month,  relative  to  the  Militaiy 
Establidmienti,  I  think  it  my  duty  to  transmit  to  Con- 
gress, and  recommend  to  their  consideratioii. 

JOHN  ADAMS. 

December  31,  1798. 

The  Messa^  and  report  were  read,  and  ordered 
to  lie  for  consideration. 

Agreeably  to  notice  given  on  the  28th  instant, 
Mr.  Tracy  requested  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  au- 
thorizing the  acceptance,  from  the  State  of  Con- 
Vcticut,  of  a  cession  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
territory  west  of  Pennsylvania,  commonly  called 
the  Western  'Reserve  of  Connecticut ;  and,  on 
motion  to  agree  thereto,  it  was  determined  in  the 
affirmative — yeas  17,  nays  2,  as  follows : 

YxAS — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bloodworth,  Chipmany 
Foster,  Goodhue,  Greene,  Gunn,  Hiilhouse,  Howard* 
Langdon,  Livermore,  Lloyd,  Manhall,  Martin,  Paine, 
Read,  and  Tracy. 

Nats — ^Messrs.  Laurance  and  Ross. 

So  leave  was  given,  and  the  bill  was  according- 
ly read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  the  second 
rcfeiding.  And  the  Senate  adjourned  to  Wednes- 
day morning. 

Wednesday,  January  2, 1799. 

The  bill,  authorizing  the  acceptance,  from  the 
State  of  Connecticut,  of  a  cession  of  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  territory  west  of  Pennsylvania,  com- 
monly called  the  Western  Reserve  of  Connecti- 
cut, was  read  the  second  time. 

Ordered^  That  it  be  referred  to  Messrs.  Read, 
Laurance,  Ross.  Marshall,  and  Tracy,  to  con- 
sider and  report  tnereon  to  the  Senate.  It  was  fur- 
ther ordered,  that  the  committee  last  named  be 
instructed  to  make  a  special  report  on  the  subject 
referred  to  them. 

Mr.  Ross  laid  before  the  Senate  the  petition  of 
Thomas  Lewis,  late  Aid-de-camp  to  the  late 
Major  General  Wayne^  praying  compensation  for 
his  services  as  extra  Aid-de-camp,  from  the  16th 
of  July,  1794,  until  the  death  of  the  General ; 
which  was  read,  and  referred  to  Messrs.  Ross, 
Tracy,  and  Gunn,  to  consider  and  report  thereon 
^y  bill  or  otherwise. 

Thursday,  January  3. 
Resolved^  That,  in  all  questions  of  adjourn- 
ment of  the  Court  of  Impeachment,  as  also  in  all 


questions  on  a  motion  that  further  time  be  allowed 
to  the  parties,  the  taking  the  question  by  yeas  and 
nays  be  dispensed  with. 

Mr.  Laurance,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives, entitled  ''  An  act  respecting  the 
oalances  reported  against  certain  States,  by  tke 
Commissioners  appointed  to  settle  the  accounts 
between  the  United  Slates  and  the  several  States," 
reported  the  bill  without  amendment. 

After  proceedings  in  the  Court  of  Impeachment, 
the  Senate  went  into  ExecntiYe  business. 


Friday,  January  4. 
After  proceedings  as  a  Court  of  Impeachment, 
the  Senate  adjourned. 


Saturday,  January  5. 
After  proceedings  as  a  Court  of  Impeachmeac, 
the  Senate  adjourned. 


Monday,  January  7. 

John  Brown,  from  the  State  of  Kentucky,  and 
Theodore  Sedgwick,  from  the  State  of  Massa- 
chusetts, severally  attended. 

After  proceedings  as  a  Court  of  Impeachment, 
the  Senate  went  into  Executive,  business. 


Tuesday,  January  8. 

Stephens  T.  Mason,  from  the  State  of  Tir- 
g^nia,  attended. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  op  the  United  States  : 
Gentlemen  of  the  Senate  and 

Cfentl^nen  of  the  House  of  Representathes  .* 

In  obedience  to  the  law,  I  now  lay  beibrs  yon  my 
annual  account  of  the  application  of  the  grant  made  by 
Congress,  for  the  contingent  charges  of  Government, 
from  the  Ist  of  January  to  the  31st  of  December,  1798. 

JOHN  ADAM& 

January  8,  1799. 

The  Message  and  account  were  read,  and  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table. 

After  proceedings  as  a  Court  of  Impeachmem, 
the  Senate  went  into  Executive  business. 


Wednesday,  January  9* 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  readinj^  of  the 
bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives,  en- 
titled "  An  act  respecting  balances  reported  against 
certain  States,  by  the  Commissioners  appointed 
to  settle  the  accounts  between  the  United  States 
and  the  several  States." 

Ordered,  That  the  further  consideration  there- 
of be  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

On  motion.  Ordered,  That  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  for  the  Department  of  War,  communi- 
cated with  the  MesiAge  of  the  Prestdent  of  the 
United  States  of  the  31st  ultimo,  be  referrad  to 
the  committee  appointed  the  IStn  of  Deoembtr 
last,  on  that  part  of  the  Preu^^cnt^  Sneeehct- 
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specting  the  extension  and  invigoration  of  the 
measures  of  defence,  other  than  those  which  relate 
to  a  nayal  armament,  to  consider  and  report  there- 
on to  the  Senate. 

After  proceedings  as  a  Court  of  Impeachment, 
the  Senate  adjourned. 

Thubsdat,  January  10. 

Mr.  Read  presented  the  petition  of  Daniel  Hal- 
loway,  of  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  praying  re- 
lief from  the  operation  of  the  revenue  laws  of  the 
United  States;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

After  proceedings  as  a  Court  of  Impeachment, 
the  Senate  went  into  Executive  business. 


Friday,  January  11. 

Ordered^  That  the  petition  of  Joseph  Rnsselh 
jr^  and  others,  be  referred  to  Messrs;  Hillhouse) 
Tracy,  and  Greene,  to  consider  and  report  there- 
on to  the  Senate. 

After  proceedings  as  a  Court  of  Impeachment, 
the  Senate  proceeded  to  Executive  business. 


^  Monday,  January  14. 

Mr.  Paine,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill^  sent  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, entitled  ^An  act  providing  for  the 
onomeration  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  United 
States,"  reported  amendments ;  which  were  read, 
and  (Hrdered  to  lie  for  consideration. 

After  proceedings  as  a  Court  of  Impeachment, 
the  Senate  went  into  Executive  business. 

Tuesday,  January  15. 

The  Senate  took  into  consideration  the  report 
of  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  bilL 
sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives,  entitled 
"An  act  providing  for  the  enumeration  of  the  in- 
habitants of  the  United  States ,"  and,  after  debate. 

Ordered^  That  the  further  consideration  thereor 
be  postponed  till  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  took  into  consideration  the  report 
of  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  oill, 
sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives,  entitled 
^  An  act  respecting  balances  reported  against  cer- 
tain States  Dy  the  Commissioners  appointed  to 
settle  the  accounts  between  the  United  States  and 
the  several  States." 

Ordered^  That  it  be  recommitted  to  Messrs. 
Tracy,  Paine,  and  Sedowick,  to  consider  and  re- 
port thereon  to  the  Senate.    . 

Mr.  Anderson  presented  the  petition  of  Daniel 
Smith,  praying  compensation  for  a  negro  and 
some  horses,  stated  to  have  been  stolen  by  certain 
Cherokee  Indians ;  which  was  read,  and  referred 
to  Messrs.  Auderson,  Ross,  and  Tracy,  to  con- 
sider and  report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Ross^  Sedowick,  and 
Brown,  be  a  committee  to  consider  whether  any, 
and  what,  amendments  ought  to  be  made  in  the 
act,  entitled  "An  act  providing  for  the  sale  of  the 
lands  of  the  United  ^tetes  in  the  Territory  North* 


west  of  the  river  Chip,  and  above  the  mouth  of 
Kentucky  river;"  and  that  the  said  committee  be 
authorized  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Ordered^  That  Messrs.  Ross.  Read,  Tracy, 
Sedgwick,  and  Chipman,  be  a  committee  to  con- 
sider whether  any  division,  or  other  alteration, 
ought  to  be  made  in  the  government  of  the  Terri* 
tory  of  the  United  States  Northwest  of  the  river 
Ohio ;  and  that  the  said  committee  be  authorized 
to  report  by  biU  or  otherwise. 

On  motion  that  it  be 

IU$okedf  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  exam- 
ine what  laws  have  been  adopted  by  the  Goremment  of 
the  Territory  Northwest  of  the  riTer  Ohio,  and  to  ie» 
port  how  fiur  the  tame  may*  in  their  opinion,  be  author- 
ized or  expedient : 

Ordered,  That  it  lie  for  consideration. 

Wednesday,  January  16. 

Mr.  Watson  presented  the  petition  of  Setk 
Hardinff^  commander  of  several  armed  vesseb  in 
the  public  service  during  the  late  war,  stating  his 
services  and  sufierings,  and  praying  compensa- 
tion; which  petition  was  reaa,  and  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

The  Senate  reamed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the 
bill,  seDt  from  the  House  of  Representatives,  en- 
titled **  An  act  providing  for  the  enumeration  of 
the  inhabitants  of  the  United  States.^ 

On  motion,  to  strike  out  the  words  ^  May  next," 
and  substitute  "  April,  one  thousand  eignt  hun- 
dred," so  that  the  clause  stand :  *^  The  enumera- 
tion shall  commence  on  the  first  Monday  in  April, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred" — it  was  determined 
in  the  affirmative — yeas  17,  nays  6,  as  follows: 

Tbas — MeMis.  Bingham,  Okipman,  Dmwenfott, 
Goodhue,  Greene,  Gunn,  HiOhouse,  Howard,  Latimer, 
Lireimore,  Marshall,  Paine,  Read,  Rots,  Sedgwick, 
Tragr,  and  Watson. 

"*  Nats — Messrs.    Anderson,   Bloodwotth,    Brown, 
Langdon,  Martin,  and  Mason. 

And  the  other  amendments  reported  being 
agreed  to,  and  the  bill  further  amended. 

Ordered,  That  it  pass  to  the  third  reading  as 
amended. 

On  motion, 

That  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  be  instructed  to 

have copies  (Mf  the  Constitation  of  the  United 

States,  with  the  amendments  which  haye  been  adopted, 
printed,  and  bound  in  a  smaU  form,  for  tiie  use  of  the 
Senate. 

Ordered,  That  this  motion  lie  until  to-morrow 
for  consideration. 


Thursday,  January  17. 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, entitled  "  An  act  providing  for  the  enume- 
ration of  the  inhabitants  of  the  United  States," 
was  read  the  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  this  bill  pass  with  amendments^ 

Friday,  January  18. 
The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  motion  made  the  16th  instant.    Wheream, 
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Resolved^  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  be 
instracted  to  have  two  hundred  copies  of  the  Con- 
stitutioQ  of  the  United  States,  with  the  amend- 
ments which  hare  been  adopted,  printed  and  bound 
in  a  small  form. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed  a 
bill,  entitled  ^'  An  act  for  the  punishment  of  cer- 
tain crimes  therein  specified,''  in  which  thejr  de- 
sire the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  read- 
ing. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  motion 
made  on  the  loth  instant ;  which  was  amended. 
Whereupon, 

Reaolved,  That  Messrs.  Mason,  Ross,  and 
Brown,  be  a  committee  to  examine  what  laws 
have  been  adopted  by  the  Government  of  the  Ter- 
ritory Northwest  of  the  river  Ohio^  and  report 
how  far  the  same  may,  in  their  opinion,,  be  expe« 
dient. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  op  the  United  States  : 
Otntlemen  of  the  Senate^  and 

Oenilemen  of  the  House  of  RepreaentaHves  .• 

The  commnnication  relative  to  our  aflhirs  with 
France,  alluded  to  in  my  Address  to  both  Houses,  at 
the  opening  of  the  session,  ii  contained  in  the  sheets 
which  accompany  tlus.  A  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
State,  containing  some  observations  on  them,  will  be 
sent  to  Congress  on  Monday. 

JOHN  ADAMS. 

January  18,  1799. 

The  Message  and  papers  were  in  part  read,  and 
the  further  reading  thereof  postponed. 


Monday,  January  21. 

Henry  Tazewell,  from  the  State  of  Virginia, 
attended. 

Mr.  Read,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  authorizing  the  acceptance,  from 
the  State  of  Connecticut,  of  a  cession  of  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  territory  west  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, commonly  called  the  Western  Reserve  of 
Connecticut,  naving  inquired  into  the  subject- 
matter  of  the  bill,  made  a  special  report  thereon, 
together  with  the  bill,  without  any  amendment — 
and  the  report  was  read,  and  ordered  to  the  second 
reading. 

The  bill,  sen^  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
entitled  *^  An  act  for  the  punishment  of  certain 
crimes  therein  specified."  was  read  the  second 
time,  and  referred  to  Messrs.  Sedgwick,  Taze- 
well, and  Traoy,  to  consider  and  report  thereon 
to  the  Senate. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  op  the  United  States  : 
Oenilemen  of  the  Senate,  and 

Gentkmen  of  the  House  of  Representatives  .• 

According  to  an  intimation  in  my  Message  of  Friday 
last,  I  now  lay  before  Congress  a  report  of  the  Secreta- 
rr  of  State,  containing  his  observations  on  some  of  the 
docnments  which  attended  it 

JOHN  ADAMS. 

January  31, 1799. 


The  papers  referred  to  in  the  Message  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  of  the  18th  mst, 
were  read. 

*  On  motion,  that  five  hundred  copies  thereof  be 
printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate,  it  was  agreed 
that  the  consideration  of  this  motion  be  postponed. 

Mr.  GuNN.  from  the  committee  appointed  oo 
that  part  of  tne  President's  Speech  respecting  the 
extension  and  invigoration  of  the  measures  of  de- 
fence, other  than  those  which  relate  to  a  Naval 
Armament,  reported,  in  part,  a  bill  for  the  better 
organizing  the  troops  of  the  United  States,  and 
for  other  purposes. 

Ordered^  That  it  pass  to  a  second  reading. 


Tuesday,  January  22. 

The  communications  referred  to  in  the  Message 
from  the  President  of  the  United  States,  of  tne 
21st  instant,  were  read ;  and  it  was 

Resolved,  That  five  hundred  copies  of  the  Mes- 
sage of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  of  the 
18th  of  the  present  month,  and  the  papers  accom- 
panying the  same,  together  with  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  State,  communicated  by  the  Presi- 
dent's Message  of  yesterday,  be  printed  for  the  use 
of  the  Senate. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  Hoase  Rgr^  ^  '^'^'^ 
and  disagree  to  other  amendments  of  the  Senate 
to  the  bill,  entitled  ^  An  act  providing  for  the 
enumeration  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  United 
States." 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  their  amend- 
ments disagreed  to  by  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives to  the  bill  last  mentioned.    Wkereopon, 

Resolved,  That  they  do  adhere  to  their  said 
amendments. 

Mr.  Watson  notified  the  Senate,  that  he  should, 
to-morrow,  move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  sup- 
plementary to  the  act,  entitled  "  An  act  to  estab- 
lish the  Judicial  Courts  of  the  United  States.*? 


Wednesday,  January  23. 

Affreeably  to  notice  g[iven  yesterday.  Mr.  Wat- 
son had  leave  to  bring  m  a  bill  supplementarjr  to 
the  act,  entitled  "  An  act  to  establish  the  Judicial 
Courts  of  the  United  States;"  which  was  read, 
and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Greene  laid  before  the  Senate  the  petition 
of  Stephen  Hefiernan,  praying  the  allowance  of 
the  drawback  on  a  certain  quantity  of  fish,  stated 
to  have  been  taken  in  the  year  1797,  althotig[h  the 
formalities  required  by  law  were  casually  onutted; 
which  oetition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Sec- 
retary tor  the  Department  of  the  Treasury,  to  con- 
sider and  report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  ^An  act  to  authorize  the  reim- 
bursement of  moneys  expended  in  rendering  aid 
to  sick  and  destitute  American  seamen  in'  foreign 
countries  f  in  which  they  desire  the  concurrence 
of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  was  read,  and  ordered  to  the  second 
reading. 
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The  bill  for  the  better  orffanizing  the  troops  of 
the  United  States,  and  for  other  purposes,  was  read 
the  second  time. 

Ordered^  That  the  further  consideration  there- 
of be  postponed  to  Monday  next. 

On  motion,  Ordered,  That  Mr.  Chipman  be  of 
the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill 
sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives,  entitled 
''An  act  for  the  punishment  of  certain  crimes 
therein  specified,"  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Tazewell, 
indisposed. 


Thursday,  January  24. 

Mr.  Sedgwick,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, entitled  *'  An  act  for  the  punishment 
of  certain  crimes  therein  specified,"  reported  the 
bill  without  amendment. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  miss  to  a  third  reading, 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, entitled  ''  An  act  to  authorize  the  reimburse- 
ment of  moneys  expended  in  rendering  aid  to  sick 
and  destitute  American  seamen  in  foreign  coun- 
tries," was  read  the  second  time,  and  re&rred  to 
Messrs.  Goodhue.  Paine,  and  Read,  to  consider 
and  report  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Ross,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  Thomas  Lewis,  reported 
a  bill  for  his  relief ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered 
to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  being  informed  that  Henrt  Taze- 
well, one  of  the  members  from  the  State  of  Vir- 
ginia, died  this  morning. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
take  order  for  superintending  the  funeral  of  the 
said  Henry  Tazewell,  Esq.,  and  that  the  Senate 
will  attend  the  same,  and  that  notice  of  the  event 
be  given  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  and 
that  this  committee  consist  or  Messrs.  Mason, 
Brown,  and  Marshall. 

Resolved,  unanimously,  That  the  members  of 
the  Senate,  from  a  sincere  desire  of  showing  every 
mark  of  respect  due  to  the  memory  of  Henry 
Tazewell,  deceased,  late  a  member  thereof,  will 
go  into  mourning  for  him  one  month,  by  the  usual 
mode  of  wearing  a  crape  round  the  left  arm. 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  Senate 
notify  the  Executive  of  Virginia  of  the  death  of 
Henry  Tazewell,  late  Senator  of  that  State  for 
the  United  States. 

A  messas^e  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  adhere  to 
their  disagreement  to  sundry  amendments  of  the 
Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  providing  for 
the  enumeration  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  United 
States." 


Friday,  January  25. 

TJie  Vice  President  communicated  the  cre- 
dentials of  WiLLUM  Hill  Wells^  elected  a  Sen- 
ator for  the  State  of  Delaware,  in  the  place  of 
Joshua  Clayton,  deceased. 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, entitled  ^^  An  act  for  the  pnnbhment  of  cer- 


tain crimes  therein  specified,"  was  read  the  third 
time. 

On  the  final  passage  of  the  bill,  the  question 
was  determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas  18,  nays 
2,  as  follows : 

Ybas — Mewrs.  Bingham,  Chipman,  Davenport,  Foa- 
ter,  Goodhue,  Greene,  Gunn,  Howard,  Latimer,  LiT0r» 
more,  Llovd,  Martin,  Paine,  Read,  Roas,  Sedgwiek, 
Tracy,  and  Watson. 

Nats — Messrs.  Bloodworth  and  Langdon. 

So  it  was,  Resolved,  That  this  bill  pass. 

Mr.  Gk>0DHUE,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives, entitled  "  An  act  to  authorize  the 
reimbursement  of  moneys  expended  in  rendering 
aid  to  sick  and  destitute  American  seamen  in  for- 
eign countries,"  reported  amendments;  and  the 
consideration  of  the  report  was  postponed. 

Mr.  Tracy^  from  the  committee  to  wbom  was 
referred  the  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, entitled  "  An  act  respecting  balances 
reported  against  certain  States  by  the  Commis- 
sioners appointed  to  settle  the  accounts  between 
the  United  States  and  the  several  States,"  re- 
ported amendments,  which  were  read. 

Ordered,  That  tne  report  lie  for  consideration. 

The  bill,  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled  ^  An 
act  to  estaolish  the  Judicial  Ck)urts  of  the  United 
States,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to 
Messrs.  Watson,  Ross,  and  Read,  to  consider 
and  report  thereon  to  tbe  Senate. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Lewis  was 
read  the  second  time. 

Ordered,  That  the  further  consideration  ther^f 
be  postponed  until  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Gunn.  from  the  committed  appointed  on 
that  part  of  the  President's  Speech  respecting  the 
extension  and  invigoration  of  the  measures  of 
defence,  other  than  those  which  relate  to  a  Naval 
Armament,  made  further  report,  in  part,  of  a  bill, 
for  the  establishment  of  a  Medical  Department, 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  the  second  reading. 


Monday,  January  28. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
amendments  reported  by  the  committee,  to 'whom 
was  referred  the  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives, entitled  ^*  An  act  to  authorize  the 
reimbursement  of  moneys  expended  in  rendering 
aid  to  sick  and  destitute  American  seamen  in  for- 
eign countries ;  and,  after  debate. 

Ordered,  That  they  be  recommitted  to  the 
committee  who  made  tbe  report,  further  to  con- 
sider and  report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 

Tbe  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
Pbesident  of  the  United  States: 
Gentlemen  of  the  Senate,  and 

Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Representatives  .* 

An  edict  of  the  Executive  Directory  of  the  French 
Republic,  of  the  29th  of  October,  1798,  enclosed  in  a 
letter  from  our  Minister  Plenipotentiary,  in  London,  of 
the  16th  of  November,  is  of  so  much  importance,  that 
it  cannot  be  too  soon  oommonicated  to  you  and  to  tl^ 
pubUc  JOHN  ADAMS. 

Ukitbd  States,  January  38, 1799. 
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The  Message,  and  papers  therein  mentioned) 
were  read. 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  commit- 
tee appointed  the  18th  of  December  last,  on  so 
much  of  the  President's  Speech  as  relates  to  the 
naval  defence  of  the  United  States,  and  that  the 
comciittee  be  instructed  to  have  the  same  transla- 
ted a»d  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  the 
bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Lewis. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  pass  to  a  third  reading.' 

The  Senate  took  into  consideration  the  amend- 
ments reported  by  the  committee^  to  whom  was 
referred  tne  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, entitled  "An  act  respecting  balances 
reported  against  certain  States,  by  tbe  Commis- 
sioners appointed  to  settle  the  accounts  between 
the  Unitea  States  and  the  several  States  j"  and, 
after  debate. 

Ordered,  That  the  further  consideration  thereof 
be  postponed. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  further  to  suspend  the 
commercial  intercourse  between  the  United  States 
and  France,  and  the  dependencies  thereof,  and  for 
other  purposes,"  in  which  they  desire  the  concur- 
veoce  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  mentioned  was  read,  and  ordered 
to  the  second  reading. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Anderson  be  of  the  joint 
committee  for  enrolled  bills  on  the  part  of  the 
Senate. 

Mr.  Read  presented  the  petition  of  Daniel  Ste- 
vens. Supervisor  of  the  Revenue  for  the  district  of 
Soutn  Carolina,  in  behalf  of  himself  and  the  offi- 
cers in  his  department,  praying  additional  com- 
pensation for  their  services ;  which  was  read,  and 
ordered  to  lie  4>n  the  table. 

Mr.  Ross  presented  the  petition  of  Bunion 
Williams,  praying  the  exclusive  privilege  of  man- 
ufacturing salt,  from  certain  salt  springs  in  the 
Northwestern  Territory;,  particularly  mentioned 
in  the  petition  ;  and  which  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee 
afipointed  on  the  15th  instant,  to  consider  whether 
any  division  or  other  alteration  ought  to  be  made 
ia  the  Gbveroment  of  the  Territory  Northwest  of 
the  river  Ohio,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  to 
the  Senate. 


Thursday,  January  29. 

The  bill  to  regulate  the  Medical  Establishment 
was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, entitled  "An  act  further  to  suspend  the 
commercial  intercourse  between  the  United  States 
and  France,  and  the  dependencies  thereof^  and  for 
other  purposes,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
referred  to  Messrs.  Read,  Bingham,  and  Wat- 
son, to  consider  and  report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  the 
bill,  for  the  better  organizing  of  the  troops  of  the 
United  States,  and  for  other  purposes. 


On  motion  to  strike  out  the  second  section  of 
the  bill,  as  follows : 

"  8bc.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  eveiy 
lieutenant  colonel  commaBdant  of  a  regiment,  hereto- 
fore appointed,  shall  be,  and  be  denominated  cokme!* 
erery  ensign  and  every  comet  m  the  regiments  beve- 
fofor^appcnnted,  shall  be  denominatad  hereafter  mecomd 
lientenants,  and  the  lientenants  in  the  corps  of  artille- 
rists and  engineers,  fint  and  seoood  henteoants.'' 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  10, 
nays  12,  as  follows : 

YsAS — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bingham,  Bloodworth, 
Brown,  Langdon,  Livermore,  Marshall,  Martin,  Maaoii» 
and  Paine. 

Nats — Messrs.  Cfaipmanf  Davenport,  Greene,  Gmm, 
Howard,  Latimer,  Lloyd,  Read,  Ross,  Sedgwick,  Tracj, 
and  Watson. 

And,  after  progress,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  further  consideratioB  of  this 
bill  be  postponed. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  RepresenUtires 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill^  entitled  ''  An  act  respecting  quarantines  and 
health  laws,''  in  which  they  desire  the  concurreaee 
of  the  Senate. 


Wednesday,  January  30. 

JosiAH  Tattnall,  from  the  State  of  Georgia, 
attended. 

Mr.  Anderson  notified  the  Senate,  that  he 
should,  to-morrow,  move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a 
bill  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  "  An  act  giving  ef- 
fect to  the  laws  of  the  United  States  within  the 
district  of  Tennessee." 

Mr.  Davenport  presented  the  address  and  re- 
monstrance of  the  inhabitants  of  the  county  of 
Essex,  in  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  against  the 
^'  alien  and  sedition"  laws,  and  against  "  regular 
and  standing  armies ;"  ana  the  petition  was  read. 

Mr.  Howard  presented  the  petition  of  the 
managers  of  the  Library  Company  in  the  city  of 
Baltimore,  praying  exemption  from  the  duties 
now  chargeable  on  imported  books ;  which  was 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, entitled  "  An  act  respecting  quarantines  and 
health'laws,"  was  read  the  first  tmie,  and  ordered 
to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
amendments,  reported  by  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives, entitled  "An  act  respecting  balances 
reported  against  certain  States,  by  the  Commis- 
sioners appointed  to  settle  the  accounts  between 
the  United  States  and  the  several  States ;  which, 
being  adoptedL 

C^derea,  That  thb  bill  pass  to  the  third  read- 
ing as  amended. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Lewis  was 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

A  messafi;e  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Gazzem, 
Tavlor,  and  Jones,  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,*^ 
and  a  bill,  entitled  '*  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Jona- 
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than  HaskilL"  in  which  they  desire  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Senate. 

The  bills  were  read,  and  ordered  to  the  second 
reading. 

The  Vice  President  laid  before  the  Senate  a 
report  of  the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  the 
Treasury,  of  a  general  statement  of  goods,  wares, 
and  mercnandise,  imported  into  the  United  States, 
from  the  Ist  of  Octol)er,  1796.  to  the  30th  of  Sep- 
tember, 1797,  which  was  read. 

Orderedy  That  it  lie  on  file. 

Mr.  GuNN,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
that  part  of  the  President's  Speech,  respecting  the 
extension  and  invigoration  of  the  measures  of  de- 
fence, other  than  those  which  relate  to  a  naval 
armament,  further  reported,  in  part,  a  bill  ffiFing 
eventual  authority  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  augment  the  Army ;  which  bill  was  read, 
and  ordered  to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  the 
bill  for  the  better  organzing  the  troops  of  the 
United  States,  and  for  other  purposes;  and,  after 
pr^mss, 

Ordered^  That  the  further  consideration  thereof 
be  postponed. 

Thursday,  January  31. 

The  billj  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, "  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Jonathan 
Haskill,'^  was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred 
to  Messrs.  Greene,  Ross,  and  Sedgwick,  to  con- 
sider and  report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 

Agreeably  to  notice  given  yesterday,  Mr.  An- 
derson obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  amend 
an  act,  entitled  "  An  act  givins  effect  to  the  laws 
of  the  United  States  within  the  district  of  Ten- 
nessee," which  was  read,  and  ordered  that  it  pass 
to  a  second  reading. 

On  motion,  it  was  agreed  that  a  committee  be 
appointed  to  take  into  consideration  the  act,  en- 
titfect  *'  An  act  to  regulate  trade  and  intercourse 
with  Indian  tribes,  and  to  preserve  peace  on  the 
frontiers;"  for  the  purpose  of  making  amend- 
ments to  the  same  if  in  their  opinion  necessary ; 
and  likewise  the  propriety  of  continuing  the  act 
in  force  lon^^er  than  the  third  day  of  March 
next ;  with  liberty  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Tracy,  Arderson,  and 
Qdnn,  be  the  committee. 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, entitled  "  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Gazzam. 
Taylor,  and  Jones,"  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia," 
was  read  the  second  time^nd  referred  to  Messrs. 
Bingham,  Watson,  and  Davenport,  to  consider 
and  report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Foster  presented  the  petition  of  John 
Brown  and  others,  merchants  of  Providence,  in 
the  State. of  Rhode  Island,  praying  that  they 
naay  be  enabled,  at  public  expense^  to  prosecute 
their  claimsYor  the  recovery  of  their  property  on 
the  high  seas,  captured  by  tne  Powers  at  war;  and 
the  petition  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to 
the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  State,  for  his 
report  thereon  ;  and  that  he  be  directed  to  report 
5th  Con.— 70 


all  cases,  with  the  circumstances  attending  them, 
which  have  come  to  his  knowledge,  similar  to 
those  mentioned  in  said  petition. 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, entitled  "An  act  respecting  quarantines 
and  health  laws^"  was  read  the  second  time. 

Orderedj  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee 
appointed  on  the  18th  of  December  last,  on  that 
part  of  the  President's  Speech  respecting  the  ex- 
pediency of  establishing  regulations  in  aid  of  the 
nealth  laws  of  the  respective  States,  to  consider 
and  report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 
*  The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, entitled  ^  An  act  respecting  the  balances 
reported  against  certain  States,  by  the  Commis- 
sioners appointed  to  settle  the  accounts  between 
the  United  States  and  the  several  States,"  was 
read  the  third  time. 

On  the  final  passage  of  this  bill  as  amended,  the 
question  was  determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas 
17,  nays  10,  as  follows : 

Ybab — ^Mesnrs.  Bingham,  Chipman,  Davenport, 
Goodhue,  Gonn,  Howard,  Latimer,  Livermore,  Llovd, 
Paine,  Read,  Ross,  Sedgwick,  Stockton,  Tattnall,  iW 
cy,  and  Watson. 

NATs^Measrs.  Anderson,  Bloodworth,  Brown,  Fet- 
ter, Greene,  Hillhouse,  Langdon,  Marshall,  Martin,  and 
Mason. 

So  it  was  Resolved,  That  this  bill  pass  with 
amendments. 

Mr.  Read,,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, entitled  '^  An  act  further  to  suspend 
the  commercial  intercourse  between  the  United 
States  and  France,  and  the  dependencies  thereof, 
and  for  other  purposes,'"  reported  amendments  ^ 
which  were  read. 

Ordered,  That  they  lie  for  consideration. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  the 
bill  for  the  better  omnizing  of  the  troops  of  the 
United  States,  and  for  other  purposes ;  and,  after 
progress. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee 
who  reported  the  bill,  further  to  consider  and  re- 
port thereon  to  the  Senate. 

The  bill  giving  eventual  authority  to  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  to  augment  the  Army, 
was  read  the  second  time. 

Ordered,  That  the  further  consideration  there- 
of be  postponed  until  Tuesday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  the 
bill  to  regulate  the  Medical  Establishment :  and. 
after  progress,  the  further  consideration  thereof 
was  postponed. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
Prbsident  op  the  United  States  : 
Gentlemen  of  the  Senatejond 

Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Representatwes : 

I  have  received  a  report  from  the  Director  of  the 
Mint  on  the  state  of  the  businesa  committed  to  his  sa-  , 
perintendence,  and  a  statement  of  the  coinage  of  the 
Mint  of  the  United  States  for  the  year  1798,  which  it 
is  proper  to  lay  before  Congress. 

^  JOHN  ABAMa 

January  81, 1799. 
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The  Message  and  papers  were  read,  and  order- 
ed to  lie  for  consideration. 


Fbiday,  February  1. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments reported  oy  the  committee  to  wliom  was  re- 
ferred the  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives, entitled  ^  An  act  further  to  suspend  the 
commercial  intercourse  between  the  United  States 
and  France,  and  the  dependencies  thereof,  and  for 
other  purposes  f  and  the  report  was,  in  part,  agreed 
tO)  and,  after  debate, 

Ordered^  That  the  consideration  of  the  bill  be 
postponed. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill  entitled  "  An  act  to  alter  the  stamp  duties 
imposed  upon  foreign  bills  of  exchange  and  bills 
of  lading,  oy  an  act  entitled  '  An  act  laying  du- 
ties on  stamped  vellum,  parchment,  and  paper ;' 
and  further  to  amend  the  same ;"  in  which  they 
d^ire  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  brought  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives was  read,  and  ordered  to  the  second 
reading. 

The  bill  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  "An act  giv- 
ing effect  to  the  laws  of  the  United  States  witnin 
the  district  of  Tennessee,"  was  read  the  second 
time,  and  referred  to  Messrs.  Andebson,  Lloto, 
and  Ross,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  to  the 
Senate. 


Monday,  February  4. 

William  Hill  Wells,  appointed  a  Senator  by 
the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Delaware,  in  place 
of  Joshua  Clayton,  deceased,  attended ;  and  his 
credentials  being  read,  and  the  oath  required  by 
law  administered  to  him,  he  took  his  seat  in  the 
Senate. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  ap|)ointed  on  the 
Message  or  the  President  of  the  United  States  of 
the  28th  of  January  last,  be  instructed  to  report 
by  bill. 

Ordered^  That  the  petition  of  Daniel  Stevens, 

K resented  to  the  Senate  on  the  28th  of  January 
ist,  be  referred  to  the  Secretary  for  the  Depart- 
ment of  the  Treasury,  to  report  thereon  to  the 
Senate. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  the 
bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives,  en- 
titled "  An  act  further  to  suspena  the  commercial 
intercourse  between  the  United  States  and  France, 
and  the  dependencies  thereof,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses f  ana,  after  debate. 

Ordered^  That  the  further  consideration  there- 
of be  postponed. 


Tubs  DAY,  February  5. 
Mr.  Goodhue,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the 
tfnited  States,  of  the  28th  of  January  last,  to- 
gether with  the  copy  of  an  Arr^t  of  the  Directory 
of  the  French  Republic  of  the  29th  of  October, 


1798.  reported  a  bill,  vesting  the  power  of  retalia- 
tion, in  certain  cases,  in  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  the 
second  reading. 

Mr.  Ross,  from  the  committee  appointed  to 
consider  whether  any,  and  what.,  amendments 
ought  to  be  made  in  the  act,  entitled  ^An  act 
providing  for  the  sale  of  the  lands  of  the  United 
States  in  the  Territory  Northwest  of  the  rirer 
Ohio,  and  above  the  mouth  of  Kentucky  river  f 
reported  a  bill  to  amend  the  same ;  which  was 
read,  and  ordered  to  the  second  reading. 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  RepresenU- 
tives,  entitled,  **  An  act  to  alter  the  stamp  duties 
imposed  upon  foreign  bills  of  exchange  and  bilk 
of  lading,  by  an  act  entitled,  ^  An  act  laying  du- 
ties on  stamped  vellum,  parchment,  and  paper  f 
and  further  to  amend  the  same,"  was  read  the 
second  time,  and  referred  to  Messrs.  Binobaii, 
Read,  and  Sedgwick,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon  to  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  ot  the 
bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives,  em- 
titled  "  An  act  further  to  suspend  the  commercial 
intercourse  between  the  United  States  and  France, 
and  the  dependencies  thereof,  and  for  other  par- 
poses." 

On  motion,  to  expunge  the  fourth  section  of  the 
bill,  amendea  as  follows : 

"  8»c.  4.  Provided,  and  be  it  further  enacted.  That 
at  any  time  after  the  passing  of  thh  act  it  shall  be  law- 
fol  for  tMe  President  of  the  United  States,  if  he  shall  deem 
it  expedient  and  oonsistent  with  the  interests  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  by  his  order  to  remit  and  discontinue,  for 
the  time  being,  the  restraints  and  proh&itioiie  afotesaid, 
either  with  respect  to  the  French  Republic,  or  to  anj 
island,  port,  or  place,  belonging  to  the  said  Repablic, 
with  which  a  commercial  intercoune  may  safoly  be  re- 
newed ;  and  also  to  revoke  such  oraer  whenever,  in  his 
opiidon,  the  interest  of  the  United  States  shall  reqniie  ; 
and  he  shall  be,  and  hereby  is,  aathoriied  to  make  pto- 
clamation  thereof  accordingly  :" 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  10, 
nays  17,  as  follows : 

TxAS — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bloodworth,  Brown,  (hum, 
Langdon,  Mtrshall,  Martin,  Mason,  Read,  and  Tatl- 
naU. 

NATS-^Mestrs.  Bingham,  Chipman,  Davenport^  Pee- 
ter,  Goodhoe,  Crreene,  Hilihonse,  Howard,  Liveiniore, 
Lloyd,  Paine,  Rose,  Sedgwick,  Stockton,  Traej,  Wat- 
son, and  Wdls. 

On  motion,  to  expunge  the  fifth  section  of  the 
bill,  as  follows : 

^  Sxc.  5.  And  be  it  farther  enacted.  That  it  shall 
be  lawftU  for  the  President  of  the  United  States,  if  he 
shall  judge  it  expedient  and  for  the  interest  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  to  issue  a  proclamation  for  suspending  and 
prohibiting  all  commercial  intereourse  between  the 
United  States  and  any  port  or  place  in  the  West  In- 
dies, or  ebewhere,  to  which  ships  or  vessels  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  c^tured  by  ships  of  war,  or  pftvateers,  nil- 
ing  under  the  authority,  or  color  of  authority,  from  the 
French  Republic,  shall  be  allowed  to  be  sent  orcanied, 
and  to  be  there  condemned  or  sold.  And  such  proda- 
mation  shall  be  effectual  to  prevent  the  departnre  of  any 
vessel  which  shall  not  conform  thereto,  after  notioe  oif 
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the  same  at  the  offices  of  the  several  collectors  of  the 
collection  districts  of  the  United  States ;  and  from  and 
after  die  expiration  of  two  months,  or  any  longer  time 
which  shall  he  therein  expressed,  shall  hie  e£fectaal  to 
prerent  the  entry  of  any  vessel  coming  from  the  port 
or  place  with  wiiich  the  commercial  intercourse  shall 
be  Uiereby  prohibited.  And  it  shall  also  be  lawful  for 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to  revoke  any  snch 
ptodamation,  whenever,  in  his  opinion,  the  public  in- 
iinst  may  require  the  same:" 

It  was  determined  in  the  negatiye — yeas  10, 
days  16,  as  follows  : 

Teas — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bloodworth,  Brown,Gunn, 
Langdon,  Marshall,  Martin»  Mason,  Read,  and  TattnalL 
Nats — Messrs.  Bingham,  Chipman,  Davenport,  Fos- 
ter, Goodhue,  (Greene,  Hillhouse,  Howard,  Livermore, 
Lloyd,  Paine,  Ross,  StodLton,  Tracy,  Watson,  and 
Welk. 

Ordered^  That  this  bill  pass  tea  third  reading. 
*Mr.  Anderson,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  to  amend  an  act,  entitled 
^  An  act  giyiog  effect  to  the  laws  of  the  United 
State,  within  the  district  of  Tennessee,''  reported 
amendments. 
Ordered^  That  they  lie  for  consideration. 
The  Vice  President  laid  before  the  Senate  the 
account  of  James  Mathers,  their  Serjeant-at-Arms, 
for  his  expense  and  trouble  in  serriiu^  the  process 
Ott  William  Blount,  impeached  for  nigh  crimes 
atid  misdemeanors. 

Ordered^  That  it  be  referred  to  Messrs.  Tracy, 
BrNOBAM,and  Read,  to  consider  and  report  thereon 
to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Bingham,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
Was  referred  the  bill,  sent  from  the*  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, entitlea  ''An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Gazzam,  Taylor,  and  Jones,  of  the  city  of  Phila- 
delphia," reported  the  bill  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Tracy  notified  the  Senate  that  he  should 
to-morrow  ask  leave  to  brinff  in  a  bill  to  continue 
in  force  the  first  section  of  the  act,  passed  the  6th 
of  May,  1796,  entitled  ''  An  act  making  further 
provision  relative  to  revenue  cutters :"  a  bill  to 
continue  in  force  the  fifth  section  of  the  act  enti- 
tled ^An  act  in  addition  to  the  act,  entitled  'An  ^ct 
to  establish  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  within 
the  United  States ;"  and  a  bill  making  permanent 
appropriations  fbr  carrying  into  effect  the  treaty 
made  on  the  2d  of  October  last,  with  the  Chero- 
kee tribe  of  Indians. 

Mr.  QuNN.  from  the  committee  to  whom  was  re- 
.  ferred  the  bill  for  the  better  organizing  the  troops  of 
the  United  States,  and  for  other  purposes,  reported 
amendments. 

Ordered,  That  they  lie  for  consideration. 


Wednbsday,  February  6. 

A  message  frpm  the  House  of  Representatives 
infbrmed  the  Senate  that  the  House  a^ree  to  the 
amendments  of  the  Senate,  to  the  bill  entitled 
'*  An  act  respecting  balances  reported  against  cer- 
tain States  by  the  Commissioners  appointed  to 
settle  the  accounts  between  the  United  States  and 
the  several  States,"  with  an  amendment  to  their 
first  amendment ;  in  which  they  desire  the  con- 


currence of  the  Senate.  They  have  passed  a  bill 
entitled  "  An  act  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  ^  An 
act  to  provide  for  the  valuation  of  the  lands  and 
dwelling  houses,  and  the  enumeration  of  slaves, 
within  the  United  States ;"  in  which  they  desire 
the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  mentioned  was  read,  and  ordered 
to  a  second  reading. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ment of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  their 
amendment  to  the  bill,  entitled  ^  An  act  respect- 
ing balances  reported  against  certain  States,  by 
the  Commissioners  apj^inted  to  settle  the  ac- 
counts betweeen  the  United  States  and  the  several 
States." 

Resolved,  That  they  ask  a  conference  thereon, 
and  that  Messrs.  Watson  and  Sedgwick  be  man-  « 
agers  at  the  same  on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, entitled  '*An  act  further  to  suspend  the 
commercial  intercourse  between  the  United  States 
and  France,  and  the  dependencies  thereof,  and  for 
other  purposes,"  was  read  a  third  time. 

On  motion  to  add  the  foUowing  proviso  to  the 
foCirth  section : 

<*  Provided,  That  a  notice  of  not  less  than  nineteen 
days  of  the  opening  commerce  with  the  Frendi  Repub- 
lic, or  any  port  or  place  under  the  Government  thereof 
by  authority  of  this  act,  and  of  not  less  than  thirty  days 
of  the  revocation  of  any  order  issued  by  the  President, 
by  virtue  of  this  act,  sl^l  be  given .-" 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative-r-yeas  13, 
nays  15,  as  follows : 

YxAS — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bloodworm,  Brown,  Chip- 
man,  Gtmn,  Langdon,  Livermore,  Lloyd,  Marshall, 
Martin,  Mason,  Read,  and  Tattnall. 

Nats — Messrs.  Bingham,  Davenpoit,  Foster,  Good- 
hue, Greene,  Hillhouse,  Latimer,  Paine,  Ross,  Sedg- 
wick, Stockton,  Tracy,  Watson,  and  Wells. 

On  motion  to  amend  the  motion,  to  be  read  as 
follows : 

''  Protfidedf  That  notice  shall  be  given,  of  not  less 
than  thirty  days,  of  the  revocation  of  any  order  issued 
by  the  Preeidenty  by  virtue  of  this  act :" 

It  was  determined  in  the  afiirmative^yeas  18, 
nays  10,  as  follows : 

YxA»— MeesTB.  Bingham,  Chipman,  Davenport,  Fo*> 
ter,  Goodhue,  Greene,  Hillhouse,  Howard,  Latimer, 
Livermore,  Uoyd,  Marshall,  Paine,  Sedgwick,  Stockton, 
Tracy,  Watson,  and  Wells. 

Nats— Messrs.  Anderson,  Bloodworth,  Brownjjang- 
don,  Martin,  Mason,  Read,  Ross,  and  Tattnall. 

And,  on  the  question  to  a^ree  to  the  motion  thus 
amended,  it  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

And,  having  agreed  to  several  amendments  to 
the  bill,  the  question  on  the  final  oassage  thereof, 
as  amended,  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative^ 
yeas  18,  nays  10,  as  follows : 

Nats — Memrs.  Bingham,  Chipman,  Davenport,  Fos- 
ter, Goodhue,  Greene,  Hillhouse,  Howard,  Latimer, 
Livermore,  Lloyd,  Paine,  Roes,  Sedgwick,  Tracy,  Wat- 
ion,  and  Wells. 

NATs^Messrs.  Anderson,  BlAodworth,  Brown,Gunn, 
Langdon.  Marshall,  Martin,  Mason,  Read,  and  TattnalL 
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So  it  was  Resolved,  That  this  bill  pass  with 
amendments. 

The  Vice  President  laid  before  the  Senate  a 
letter  from  the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of 
the  Treasury,  with  a  statement  of  goods,  wares, 
and  merchandise,  exported  from  the  United  States 
during  one  year,  prior  to  the  1st  day  of  October, 
1798 ;  whicn  were  read. 

Ordered,  That  they  lie  for  consideration. 

Thursday,  February  7. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  for 
the  better  organizing  of  the  troops  of  the  United 
States,  and  for  other  purposes ;  and,  haying  agreed 
thereto,  and  further  amended  the  bill,  it  was  or- 
'  dered  to  a  third  reading. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  they  agree  to  the  con- 
ference requested  by  the  Senate  on  the  subject- 
matter  of  the  amenament  proposed  by  the  IJouse 
of  Representatives  to  the  amendment  of  the  Senate 
to  the  bill,  entitled  ''  An  act  respecting  balances 
reported  i^inst  certain  States,  by  the  Commis* 
sioners  appointed  to  settle  the  accounts  between 
the  United  States  and  the  several  States,"  and 
have  appointed  managers  at  the  same  on  their 
part. 


Friday,  February  8. 

The  bilL  sent  from  the  H^ouse  of  Representa- 
tives, entitled  ^'  An  act  to  amend  tbe  act  entitled 
*  An  act  providing  for  the  valuation  of  lands  and 
dwelling-houses^  and  the  enumeration  of  slaves, 
within  the  United  States,"  was  read  the  second 
time,  and  referred  to  Messrs.  Tracy,  Ross,  and 
Sbdqwick,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  to  the 
Senate. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments reported  by  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  "  An 
act  gjiving  effect  to  the  laws  of  the  United  States 
within  the  district  of  Tennessee,  and  having 
agreed  thereto. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  pass  to  a  third  reading. 
Mr.  GooDHDE,  from  the  committee  to  whom- 
was  referred  the  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, entitled  *<An  act  to  authorize  tbe 
reimbursement  of  moneys  expended  in  rendering 
aid  to  sick  and  destitute  American  seamen  in  for- 
eign countries,"  reported  amendments. 

Agreeably  to  notice  given  on  ^e  5th  instant, 
Mr.  Tracy  obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  mak- 
ing appropriations  for  defraying  the  expenses 
which  may  arise  in  carrying  into  effect  certain 
treaties  between  the  United  States  and  several 
tribes  or  nations  of  Indians ;  which  was  read,  and 
ordered  to  the  second  reading. 

The  bill  vesting  the  power  of  retaliation,  in 
certain  cases,  in  the  President  of  the  United 
States^  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to 
the  third  reading. 

The  bill  to  amend  .the  act,  entitled  ''  An  act 
providing  for  the  sale  of  the  lands  of  the  United 


States  in  the  Territory  Northwest  of  the  riref 
Ohio,  and  above  the  mouth  of  Kentucky  river^" 
was  read  the  second  time ;  and,  after  progress,  it 
was  ordered  that  the  further  consideration  thereof 
be  postponed. 


Saturday,  February  9. 

Mr.  Sedgwick  notified  the  Senate  that  lie 
should,  on  Monday,  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill 
touching  the  mode  of  surrendering  atfefepdent, 
who  has  been  held  to  special  bail  in  one  district, 
and  is  afterwards  arrested  in  another. 

Mr.  BiNOHAM  presented  the  petition  of  Jolm 
Vaughan,  of  Philadelphia,*stating  that  he  had  re> 
ceived  from  the  Mint,  in  the  year  1795,  in  return 
for  bullion  deposited  there,  a  certain  quantity  of 
sUver,  below  the  standard  alloy,  and  praying  al- 
lowance for  the  deficiency ;  ana  the  petition  was 
read.  • 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  the 
bill  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  "  An  act  providing 
for  the  sale  of  the  lands  of  the  United  States  in 
the  Territory  Northwest  of  the  river  Ohio,  and 
above  the  mouth  of  Kentucky  river." 

On  motion,  to  strike  out  the  8th  section  of  the 
bill  as  follows : 

**8bc.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  alieiM  ve- 
nding within  the  United  States  or  elsewhere,  ehtU  be 
capable  of  purchaoDg  and  holding  lands  in  the  Tenitoiy 
of  the  United  States  Northwest  of  the  river  Ohio,  and 
their  heirs  may  succeed  to  them,  ab  intestatOf  in  the 
same  manner  as  if  they  were  citizens ;  and  they  may 
grant,  sell,  and  derise  the  same  to  whom  they  may 
please,  whether  citizens  or  aliens ;  and  that  neither  they, 
thehr  heirs,  or  assigns,  shall,  so  £ur  as  may  respect  the 
said  lands,  and  the  legal  remedies  incident  thereto,  be 
regarded  as  aliens." 

It  was  determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas  13, 
nays  11,  as  follows: 

Ybas — Messrs.  Chipman,  Foster,  Goodhue,  Oreene* 
Hillhouse,  Howard,  Martin,  Read,  Sedgwick,  Stodt- 
ton,  Tracy,  Watson,  and  Wells. 

Nats — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bingham,  Bloodwoi^ 
Brown,  Gunn,  Langdon,  Livermore,  Marshall,  Mason, 
Ross,  and  TattnalL 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  pass  to  a  third  reading. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representativea 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill;  entitled  '^  An  act  to  regulate  the  coUectioa 
of  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,"  in  which  they 
desire  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 


Monday,  February  11. 

Agreeably  to  notice^  Mr.  Sedgwick  had  leave 
to  bring  in  a  bill  touching  the  mode  of  surrender- 
ing a  defendant  who  has  been  held  to  special  bail 
in  one  district,  and  is  afterwards  arrested  in  an* 
other ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  the  second 
reading. 

Mr.  Watbon,  from  the  manaf^ers  appointed  at 
the  conference,  on  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the 
two  Houses  on  the  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of 
Representatives,  entitled  "  An  act  respecting  bal* 
ances  reported  against  certain  Stat^  by  the  Corn- 
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missioners  appointed  to  settle  the  accounts  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  the  seyeral  States," 
reported  that  the  Senate  adhere  to  their  amend- 
ment disagreed  to  by  the  House  of  Representa- 
tiyes,  with  amendments;  and  the  report  was 
adopted. 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, entitled  *'  An  act  to  regulate  the  collection 
of  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,"  was  read  the 
first  and  second  time,  and  referred  to  Messrs. 
GooDHUB^BAO,  and  Watson,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon*  to  the  Senate. 

The  bill  for  the  better  organizing  the  troops  bf 
the  United  States,  and  for  other  purposes,  was 
read  the  third  time,  and  being  fVirther  amended, 

Resolved^  That  this  bill  pass;  that  it  be  en- 
grossed ;  and  that  tbe  title  thereof  be  "  An  act  for 
the  better  organizing  the  troops  of  the  United 
States,  and  for  other  purposes." 

Mr.  Greene,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, entitled  ^' An  act  for  the  relief  of  Jona- 
than Haskill,"  reported  the  bill  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Ross,  from  the  committee  to  whom  it  was 
referred  to  consider  whether  anv  division  or  other 
alteration  ought  to  be  made  in  tne  €k)vernment  of 
^e  Territory  Northwest  of  the  river  Ohio,  reported 
a  bill  to  reform  the  Superior  Court  of  the  Territo- 

3'  of  the  United  States  Northwest  of  the  river 
hio ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  the  second 
reading. 

Oroered,  That  the  bill  giving  eventual  autho- 
rity to  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  aug- 
ment the  Army,  be  committed  to  the  committee 
who  reported  the  bill. 


Tuesday,  February  12. 

Tbe  ViCB  Pbbsidbnt  laid  before  the  Senate  a 
letter  from  Samuel  Meredith,  Treasurer  of  the 
United  States,  with  his  account  of  receipts  and 
expenditures  in  the  Treasury  Department,  for  the 
quarter  ending  the  30th  September  last ;  which 
were  read. 

Ordered^  That  they  lie  on  file. 

The  bill  touching  the  mode  of  surrendering  a 
defendant,  who  has  been  held  to  special  bail  in  one 
district,  and  is  afterwards  arrested  in  another,  was 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  Messrs. 
Sbdowiok,  Stockton,  and  Chipman,  to  consider 
and  report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 

The  bill  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  ^  An  act  giv- 
ing effect  to  the  laws  of  the  United  States  within 
the  district  of  Tennessee,"  was  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  "  An  act 
providing  for  the  sale  of  the  lands  of  the  United 
Stales  in  the  Territory  Northwest  of  the  river 
Ohio,  and  above  the  mouth  of  Kentucky  river," 
wm  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  vesting  the  power  of  retaliation,  in 
ciertain  cases,  in  the  President  of  the  'United 
States,  was  read  the  third  time;  and,  being 
amended,  the  question  on  the  final  passage  therecu' 
was  determined  in  the  affirmative — ^yeas  22.  nays 
2,  at  follows. 


Teas — Means.  Andenon,  BloodworUiy  Chipman, 
DftTenport,  Foster,  Goodhue,  Greene,  Gunn,  Hillhonse, 
Latimer,  Livermore,  Lloyd,  Marshall,  Martin,  Paine, 
Ross,  Sedgwick,  Stockton,  Tattnall,  Tracy,  Watson, 
and  Wells. 

Nats — Messrs.  Howard  and  Langdon. 

So  it  was  Resolved,  That  this  bill  pass,  that  it 
be  engrossed,  and  that  the  title  thereof  be  ^  An 
act  vesting  the  power  of  retaliation,  in  certain 
cases,  in  the  President  of  the  United  States." 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  they  have  passed  a  bill, 
onti'fio^i  a  An  act  for  the  augmentation  of  the  Na- 


entitled 


vv ;"  a  bill,  entitled  ^'  An  act  authorizing  the  pur- 
chase of  timber  for  naval  purposes ;"  and  a  oilL 
entitled  ^  An  act  authorizing  the  esttablishment  or 


docks ;"  in  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of ' 
the  Senate. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  the 
bill  authorizing  the  acceptance,  from  theState  of 
Connecticut,  of  a  cession  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
territory  west  of  Pennsylvania,  commonly  called 
the  Western  Reserve  of  Connecticut ;  and,  after 
debate. 

Ordered,  That  the  further  consideration  there- 
of be  postponed. 

WBUNBaoAT,  February  13. 

The  Vice  Presioent  communicated  a  letter 
from  the  Executive  of  the  State  of  Virginia,  in 
answer  to  his  of  the  24th  ultimo,  stating  that  an 
appointment  to  fill  the  vacancv  in  the  Senate,  oc- 
casioned bv  the  decease  or  Henry  TazewelL 
would  probably,  be  deferred  to  the  meeting  or 
their  Legislature. 

Mr.  GoooHOE,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives, entitled  "An  act  to  regulate  the 
collection  of  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,"  re- 
ported the  bill  without  amendment. 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, entitled  "  An  act  for  the  augmentation  of 
the  Navy ;"  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  authorizinf 
the  purchase  of  timber  for  naval  purposes ;"  and 
the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  authorizing  the  estab- 
lishment of  docks ;"  were  sevemlly  read  the  first 
time,  and,  by  unanimous  consent,  they  were  read 
the  second  time. 

Ordered,  That  they  be  severally  referred  to  the 
committee  appointed  the  18th  of  December  last, 
on  so  much  of  the  President's  Speech  as  relates 
to  the  naval  defence  of  the  United  States,  to  con- 
sider and  report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  the 
bill  authorizing  the  acceptance,  from  the  State  of 
Connecticut,  of  a  cession  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
territory  west  of  Pennsylvania,  commonly  called 
the  Western  Reserve  of  Connecticut;  and,  dlter 
debate, 

Ordered,  That  the  further  consideration  thereof 
be  postponed. 


Thursoay,  February  14. 
Be§olved,  That  the  conmiittee  to  whom  was 
referred  so  much  of  the  President's  Speech  at  re- 
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lates  to  naval  defence,  be  dbeoted  to  inquire  whe- 
t)Mr  any,  and  ^hat,  amendments  may  be  necessa- 
ry to  the  act,  entitled  '^  An  tfct  in  addition  to  the 
act  more  effectually  to  protect  the  commerce  and 
coasts  of  the  United  States,-'  and  to  report  by  bill 
or  otherwise. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  the 
biU  authorizing  the  acceptance,  from  the  State  of 
Connecticut,  of  a  cession  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
territory  west  of  Pennsvlvania,  commonly  called 
the  Western  Reserve  or  Connecticut. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  recommitted,  together  with 
the  proposed  amendment,  to  Messrs.  Stockton, 
Tract,  and  Ross,  further  to  consider  and  report 
thereon  to  the  Senate. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  they  have  passed  a  bill, 
entitled  "  An  act  appropriating  a  certain  sum  of 
money  to  defray  the  expense  of  holding  a  treaty 
or  treaties  with  the  Indians;"  and  a  bifl,  entitled 
"  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Wheaton ;"  in 
which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bills  were  read,  and  ordered  to  the  second 
reading. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments reported  by  the  committee  tq  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, entitled  '*  An  act  to  authorize  the  re- 
imbursement of  moneys  expended  in  rendering 
aid  to  sick  and  destitute  American  seamen  in  for- 
eign countries ;"  and.  having  adopted  the  same,  the 
bin  was  ordered  to  tAe  third  reading. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of 
Representatives,  entitled  "  An  act  to  regulate  the 
collection  of  the  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage," 
he  recommitted  to  the  same  committee  who  luive 
before  had  it  under  their  consideration,  further  to 
consider  and  report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Bingham  presented  the  petition  of  Samuel 
Watt,  merchant,  of  Philadelphia,  praying  the  al- 
lowance of  drawback,  on  certain  goods  shipped  on 
board  the  schooner  Ka^le ;  although,  by  unavoid- 
able accident,  the  provisions  of  the  law  were  not 
complied  with;  and  the  petition  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  Messrs.  Bingham, 
Watson,  and  Davenport,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon  to  the  Senate. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of 
Representatives,  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Gazzam,  Taylor,  and  Jones,  of  the  city  of  Phila- 
delphia." be  recoinmitted  to  the  commitee  appoint- 
ed on  tne  petition  of  Samuel  Watt,  further  to  con- 
sider and  report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 

On  motion,  it  was  agreed,  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, to  dispense  with  me  rule,  and  that  the  bill, 
sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives,  entitlea 
"  An  act  appropriatinjg^  a  certain  sum  of  money  to 
defray  the  expense  otholding  a  treaty  or  treaties 
with  the  Indians,"  be  now  read  the  second  time. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  Messrs.  Gunn, 
Ross,  and  Livermore,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon  to  the  Senate. 

The  bill  making;  appropriations  for  defraying 
the  expenses  which  may  arise  in  carrying  into  et- 
f(Mt  certain  treaties  between  the  United  States 
and  several  tribes  or  nations  of  Indians,  was  read 


the  second  time  and  referred  to  Messrs.  Ross, 
Gunn,  and  Livermors,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon  to  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  seat 
from  the  House  of  Representatives,  entitled  "  An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Jonathan  Haskill,"  and,  the 
report  being  adopted^ 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  pass  to  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  Tracy,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  account  of  James  Mathers, /eported  a 
bill,  allowing  James  Mathers  compensation  for 
services  done  for  the  United  States,  and  expenses 
incurred  in  rendering  said  services,  as  Sergeant- 
at- Arms  to  the  Senate ;  which  was  read  and  or- 
dered to  the  second  reading. 

The  bill  to  reform  the  Superior  Court  of  the 
Territory  of  the  United  States  Northwest  of  the 
Ohio,  was  read  the  second  time  and  ordered  to  the 
third  reading. 

Mr.  GoooHDE,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  recommitted  the  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of 
Representatives,  entitled  '^  An  act  to  regulate  the 
collection  of  duties  on  imports,  and  tonnage,"  re- 
ported amendments ;  whicn  were  read  and  adopt- 
ed, and  the  bill  was  then  ordered  to  the  third 
reading. 

Friday,  February  15. 

Mr.  Bingham,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
recommitted  the  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives, entitled  *^  An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Gazzam,  Taylor,  and  Jones,  of  the  city  of  Phila- 
delphia," reported  amendments  thereto;  which 
were  read  and  adopted,  and  the  bill  was  ordered 
to  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  Gunn,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives, entitled  ''An  act  appropriating  a  certain 
sum  of  money  to  defray  the  expense  of  holding  a 
treaty  or  treaties  with  the  Indians,"  reported  the 
bill  without  amendment;  which  was  read  and 
adopted,  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  a  third 
reaain£^ 

Mr.  Ross,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  bill  making  appropriations  for  defraying 
the  expenses  which  may  arise  in  carrying  into  ef- 
fect certain  treaties  between  the  United  States  and 
several  tribes  or  nations  of  Indians,  reported  the 
bill  without  amendment;  which  was  adopted, 
and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  Mason,  presented  the  petition  o{  William 
Baskerville,  of  Virg[inia,  praying  for  the  interposi- 
tion of  Congress  in  his  behalf,  against  certain 
processes  commenced  in  the  Fed^al  Court  for 
breaches  of  the  act  laying  duties  on  stani|»ed  vel- 
lum, parchment,  and  paper ;  and  the  petition  waa 
read. 

Ordered^  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee 
appointed  on  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  to  alter  the 
stamp  duties  imposed  on  foreign  bills  of  exchange 
and  bills  of  lading,  by  an  act,  entitled 'An  act 
laying  duties  on  stamped  vellnm,  parchment,  awl 
pauper,'  and  further  to  amend  the  same  f  to  < 
sider  and  report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 
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Mr.  GUjnn,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill  ffiving  eventual  author!^  to  the 
President  of  the  united  States  to  augment  the 
ArmjTi  reported  amendments  thereto. 

Ordered^  That  they  lie  for  consideration. 

Mr.  Tracy,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  tne  bill  authorizing. the  accceptance, 
from  the  State  of  Connecticut,  of  a  cession  of  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  territory  west  of  Pemisylvania, 
commonly  caUed  the  Western  Reserve  of  Con- 
necticut, together  with  the  amendments  proposed 
thereto,  reported  the  bill  without  amendments. 

Ordered^  That  it  lie  for  consideration. 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
entitled  '*  An  act  to  regulate  the  collection  of  du- 
ties on  imports  and  tonnage,"  was  read  the  third 
time. 

Resolved^  That  this  bill  pass  with  amendments. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  they  haye  passed  a  bill, 
entitled  ^'  An  act  to  establish  the  compensation  of 
the  officers  employed  in  the  collection  of  the  du- 
ties of  imports  and  tonnage,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses," and  a  bill,  entitled  ^  An  act  fixing  the  pay 
of  the  captains  and  commanders  of  ships  and  ves- 
sels of  war  of  the  United  States ;"  in  which  they 
desire  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
entitled  '^  An  act  to  authorize  the  reimbursement 
of  moneys  expended  in  rendering  aid  to  sick  and 
destitude  American  seamen,  in  foreign  countries, 
was  read  a  third  time. 

Resolved^  That  this  bill  pass  with  an  amendment. 

The  bill  to  reform  the  Superior  Court  of  the 
Territory  of  the  United  States  Northwest  of  the 
river  OhicK  was  read  a  third  time. 

Reaclvea^ThdX  this  bill  pass ;  that  it  be  enjjrossed; 
and  that  the  title  thereof  oe  ^  An  act  to  reform  the 
Superior  Court  of  the  Territory  of  the  United 
States  Northwest  of  the  river  Ohio." 


Saturday,  February  16. 

Charles  Pinckney,  elected  a  Senator  by  the 
Legislature  of  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  in 
place  of  John  Hunter,  resigned,  produced  his  cre- 
dentials, and  the  oath  prescribed  by  law  being  ad- 
ministered to  him,  he  took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
entitled  "An  act  to  establish,  the  com^nsations 
of  the  officers  employed  in  the  collection  of  the 
duties  of  imports  and  tonna^,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses," was  read  a  second  time,  and  referrea  to 
Messrs  Traoy,  Goodhue,  and  Chipman,  to  con- 
sider and  report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatires, 
entitled  "  An  act  fixing  the  pay  of  captains  and 
commanders  of  ships  and  vessels  of  war  of  the 
United  States,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  re- 
ferred to  Messrs.  Lanqdon,  Gunn.  and  Bingham, 
to  consider  and  report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tivet,  entitled  *^  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Joseph 
Wheaton,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  refer- 
led  to  Messrs.  Traoy,  Amdrrson,  and  Wells,  to 
consider  and  report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 


Mr.  Goodbue,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, entitled  "  An  act  authorizing  the  es- 
tablishment of  docks,"  reported  the  bill  without 
amendment.  He  also  reported  the  bill,  sent  from 
the  House  of  Representatives,  entitled  '*  An  act 
authorizing  the  purchase  of  timber  for  naval  pur*- 
poses,"  witn  amendments. 

Ordered,  That  these  reports  severally  lie  for 
consideration.  \ 

The  bill  allowing  James  Mathers  compensa* 
tion  for  services  done  for  the  United  States,  and 
expenses  incurred  in  rendering  said  services,  a« 
Sergeant-at-Arms  to  the  Senate^  was  read  l^e  sec- 
ond time,  and  ordered  to  the  third  reading. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, entitled  ^  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Jonathan 
Haskill,"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, entitled  "  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Gazzam. 
Taylor,  and  Jones,  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia," 
was  read  the  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  this  bill  pass  with  amendments. 

The  bill,  making  appropriations  for  defraying 
the  expenses  which  may  arise  in  carrying  into  ^ 
feet,  certain  treaties  between  the  United  States 
and  several  tribes  or  nations  of  Indians,  was  read 
the  third  time  ^  and.  the  blank  beins  filled  up. 

Resolved,  That  this  bill  pass ;  that  it  be  en- 
grossed ;  and  that  the  title  thereof  be  ^  An  act 
making  appropriations  for  defraying  the  expenses 
which  may  arise  in  carrying  into  effect  certain 
treaties  between  the  United  States  and  severed 
tribes  or  nations  of  Indians." 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, entitled  "An  act  appropriating  a  certain 
sum  of  money  to  defray  the  expense  of  holding  a 
treaty  or  treaties  with  the  Indians,"  was  readw 
third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  Senate  concur  in  this  bill. 

Mr.  Watson,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, entitled  "  An  act  respecting  quaran- 
tines and  health  laws,"  reported  amendments. 

Ordered,  That  they  lie  for  consideration. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments reported  by  the  committee  to  the  bill  giv- 
ing eventual  authority  to  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  augment  the  Army. 

On  motion,  to  agree  to  the  amendment  reported 
to  the  7th  section,  to  read  as  follows : 

«<  Skc.  7.  Be  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall  be 
lawfidfor  thePiMidentof  the  United  States  to  callf(Hth 
and  enqiloy  the  nid  volunteers  in  all  cases,  and  to  e^ 
feet  all  the  pnrpoees  for  which  he  ie  authorixed  to  caD 
ANth  and  employ  ihe  militia,  by  tiie  act,  entitled  <  An 
act  to  provide  for  the  calling  finrth  the  militia  to  execolB 
the  laws  of  the  Union,  suppress  insonections,  and  lepd 
invasions,  tnd  to  repeal  the  act  now  in  force  for  these 
poipoies  :*' 

It  passed  in  the  affirmative,  as  follows : 
Tbas— Messrs  .  Bmghim,  Chipman,  Foster,  Good- 
fane,  Greene,  Gunn,  Howurd,  Laorance,  Livermore^ 
Lloyd,  Marshall,  Paine,  Boss,  -Sedgwick,  Tracy,  Wa^ 
SD0»  snd  Wellt. 
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Nats  —  Messrs.  Anderson,  Bloodworth*  Langdon, 
Mtftin,  Mason,  Pincknej,  and  Tattnall.  ' 

And  the  bill  being  further  amended,  agreeably 
to  the  report  of  the  committee,  it  was  ordered  to 
the  third  reading,  as  amended. 

The  Vice  President  comm'unicated  to  the 
Senate  a  report  from  the  Secretary  for  the  De- 

Sirtraent  of  Treasury,  with  a  letter  from  the 
omptroller,  together  with  an  abstract,  required 
by  the  4(h  section  of  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  re- 
lative to  the  compensations  of  certain  officers  em- 
ployed in  the  collection  of  the  duties  of  imports 
ana  tonnageM)a8sed  the  14th  February,  179d." 
Ordered^  That  they  lie  on  file. 


Monday,  February  18. 

The  bill  allowing  James  Mathers  compensa- 
tion for  services  done  for  the  United  States,  and 
expenses  incurred  in  rendering  said  services,  as 
Sergeant-at-Arms  to  the  Senate,  was  read  the 
third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Sedgwick  notified  the  Senate  that  he 
should,  to-morrow,  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to 
augment  the  salaries  6f  the  principal  officers  of  the 
Bzecutive  Departments. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  the 
bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives,  en- 
titled *^  An  act  authorizing  the  establishment  of 
docks." 

Ordered,  That  it  pass  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments reported  Dy  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, entitled  "  An  act  authorizing  the  pur- 
chase of  timber  for  naval  purposes ;"  and,  having 
adopted  the  amendments. 

^Orderedy  That  this  bill  pass  to  the  third  read- 
ing, as  amended. 

Mr.  Tract,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, entitled  "  An  act  to  amend  the  act,  en- 
titled 'An  act  providing  for  the  valuation  of  lands 
and  dwelling-houses,  and  the  enumeration  of  slaves 
within  the  United  States,"  reported  amendments 
thereto,  which  were  read. 

Ordered,  That  they  lie  for  consideration. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments reported  by  the  committee  to  whom  was 
.  referred  the  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, entitled  ^'  An  act  respecting  quaran- 
tines and  health  laws ;"  which  were  adopted. 

Ordered,  That  this  bUl  pass  to  the  third  read- 
ing, as  amended. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  they  have  passed  a  bill, 
entitled  '^An  act  authorizing  the  discharge  of 
Robert  Sturgeon  from  his  present  confinement," 
and  a  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  providing  compensa- 
tion for  the  marshals,  clerks,  attorneys,  jurors,  and 
witnesses,  in  the  courts  of  the  United  States,  and 
to  repeal  certain  parts  of  the  acts  therein  men- 
tioned, and  for  other  purposes,"  in  which  they  de- 
sire the  concurrence  gf  tne  Senate. 

The  bills  last  mentioned  were  by  unanimous 


consent  read  th^  second  time,  and  referred  to 
Messrs.  Tract,  Stockton,  and  Paine,  to  consider 
and  report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  the 
bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives,  en- 
titled "An  act  for  the  augmentation  of  the 
Navy." 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  pass  to  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  Chipman  notified  the  Senate,  that  he  should, 
to-morrow,  ask  leave  to  brine;  in  a  bill  for  the  al- 
teration of  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  giving  efiect 
to  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  within  the  State 
of  Vermont." 

On  motion,  it  was  agreed,  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, to  dispense  with  the  rule,  and  that  the  bill 
sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives^  entitled 
"An  act  authorizing  the  discharge  or  Robert 
Sturgeon  from  his  present  confinement,"  be  now 
read  the  second  time. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  Messrs.  Tract, 
Llotd,  and  Wells,  to  consider  and  report  thereon 
to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Anderson  presented  the  petition  of  Paul 
McDermot,  praying  Congress  to  authorize  the 
settlement  or  his  accounts^  as  Paymaster  to  a  part 
of  the  troops,  who  served  in  the  year  1794,  against 
the  insurgents,  the  loss  of  his  vouchers  notwith- 
standing ;  and  the  petition  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  Messrs.  Ander- 
son, Tract,  and  Bloodworth,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Read  notified  the  Senate,  that  he  shoqldj 
to-DAOrrow,  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  amend 
the  act,  entitled  *'  An  act  respecting  fugitives  from 
justice  and  persons  escaping  from  the  service  of 
their  masters." 

The  bill  giving  eventual  authority  to  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  to  augment  the  Armv, 
was  read  the  third  time ;  and  the  blanks  being  fin- 
ed up,  the  question  on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill 
was  determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas  21,  nays 
6,  as  follows : 

Ykas — ^Messrs.  Bingham,  Chwman,  Davenport* 
Foster,  Goodhue,  Greene,  Gnnn,  Hillhoase,  Howard* 
Lanrance,  Liveimore,  Lloyd,  Marshall,  Paine,  Readi 
Ross,  Sedgwick,  Stockton,  Tracy,  Watson,  and  WeUs. 

Nats— Messrs.  Anderson,  Bloodworth,  Langdoo, 
Martin,  Mason,  and  Tattnall. 

So  it  was.  Resolved,  That  this  bill  pass ;  that  it 
be  engrossed ;  and  that  the  title  thereof  be  "  An 
act  giving  eventual  authority  to  the  President  of 
the  United  States  to  augment  the  Army." 

Mr.  Read  presented  the  memorial  of  Lewis 
Gkiranger,  in  his  own  name  and  that  of  his  brother 
Charles  Garanger.  concerning  military  establish- 
ments, fire-arms,  and  ammunition ;  which  was 
read. 

Ordered,  That  it  lie  on  the  table.  ^ 

Mr.  Tract  notified  the  Senate  that  he  shouldi 
to-morrow,  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  Reuben  Smith  and  Nathan  Strong,  and  of 
Peter  Aupoix. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  the  eonsideiation 
of  Executive  business. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


2225 


mSTORT  OF  CONGRESS. 


2226 


FXBRUART,  1790.] 


ProoccdtngB, 


[Senate . 


Tuesday,  February  19. 

Agreeably  to  notice  given  yesterday,  Mr.  Sedg- 
wick had  leave  to  brins  in  a  bill  to  anient  the 
salaries  of  the  priocipd  officers  of  the  Executive 
Departments ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a 
second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  the 
bill  to  regulate  the  Medical  Department. 

Ordered^  That  it  be  referred  to  Messrs.  Lati- 
mer, Laurancb,  and  Qunn,  to  consider*  and  re- 
port thereon  to  the  Senate. 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tiTes,  entitled  ^  An  act  authorizing  the  purchase 
of  timber  for  naval  purposes,"  was  read  the  third 
time. 

Resolved^  That  this  bill  pass  with  amendments. 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tires,  entitled  ^  An  act  for  the  augmentation  of 
the  Navy"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tires,  entitled  ^^  An  act  authorizing  the  establish- 
ment of  docks,"  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

The  bilL  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tires,  entitled  "  An  act  respecting  quarantines  and 
healtn  laws,"  was  read  a  third  time,  as  amended. 

Ordered,  That  the  further  consideration  thereof 
be  postponed. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments reportecl  by  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill  authorizing  the  acceptance,  from 
the  State  of  Connecticut,  of  a  cession  of  the  juris- 
diction of  the  territory  west  of  Pennsylvania, 
commonly  called  the  Western  Reserve  of  Con- 
necticut ;  and,  after  debate,  adjourned. 


Wednesday,  February  20. 

Agreeably  to  notice  ffiven,  Mr.  Chipman  had 
leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  tor  the  alteration  of  an  act, 
entitled  '^  An  act  ^ving  effect  to  the  laws  of  the 
United  States,  within  the  State  of  Vermont ;" 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Sedowick.  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  touching  the  mode  of  surren- 
dWing  a  defendant  who  had  been  held  to  special 
bail  in  one  district  ^nd  is  afterwards  arrested  in 
another,  reported  amendments  thereto;  which 
were  read. 

Ordered,  That  they  lie  for  consideration. 

The  bill  to  augment  the  salaries  of  the  principal 
officers  of  the  Executive  Department  was  read 
the  second  time,  and  referred  to  Messrs.  Sedg- 
wick, BiNQHAM,  and  Andbrson,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  third  reading  of  the 
bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives,  en- 
titled ^  An  act  respecting  quarantines  and  health 
^ws ;"  and,  having  agreed  to  a  further  amend- 
ment, 

Besolvedj  That  this  bill  pass  with  amendments. 

Mr.  Tract,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
lentatives,  entitled  ^  An  act  providing  compensa- 
tion for  the  marshals,  clerks,  attorneys,  jurors,  and 


witnesses,  in  the  Courts  of  the  United  States,  and 
to  repeal  certain  narts  of  the  acts  therein  men- 
tioned, and  for  otner  purposes,"  reported  amend- 
ments thereto ;  which  were  read. 

Ordered,  That  they  lie  for  consideration. 

A  messaj^e  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  pass^ 
a  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  to  regulate  and  nx  the 
compensation  of  clerks,"  in  which  they  desire  the 
concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  was  read,  and.  by  unanimous  consent, 
it  was  read  the  second  time. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  Messrs.  Tracy, 
Lloyd,  and  Livermorb,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Lanqdon,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  sent  firom  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives, entitled  '*  An  act  fixing  the  pay  of 
the  captains  and  commanders  of  ships  and  vessels 
of  war  of  tbe  United  States,"  reported  the  bill 
without  amendment. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  pass  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  the 
bill  authorizing  the  acceptance,  from  the  State  of 
Connecticut  of  a  cession  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
territory  west  of  Pennsvlvania,  commonly  called 
the  Western  Reserve  or  Connecticut ;  and,  after 
debate. 

Ordered,  That  the  further  consideration  there- 
of be  postponed. 


Thursday,  February  21. 

Mr.  OooDHUE^  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  inquiry  whether  any,  and  what 
amendments  mayr  be  necessary  to  the  act,  entitled 
"  An  act  in  addition  to  the  act  more  effectually  to 
protect  the  commerce  and  coasts  of  the  United 
States,"  reported  a  bill  concerning  French  citi- 
zens that  nave  been,  or  may  be,  captured  and 
brought  into  the  United  States,  which  was  read, 
and  ordered  to  the  second  reading. 

The  Vice  President  laid  before  the  Senate  a 
report,  signed  Arthur  St.  Clair,  Governor  of  the 
Northwestern  Territory,  on  the  subject  of  the 
western  lands,  in  obedience  to .  the  resolution  of 
the  Senate  of  the  6th  of  March  last ;  aiKl  the  re* 
port  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  it  lie  for  consideration. 

The  bill^  sent  from  the  Hou^e  of  Representa- 
tive, entitled  *•  An  act  fixing  the  pay  of  the  cap- 
tains and  commanders  of  ships  ana  vessels  of  war 
of  the  United  States,"  was  read  the  third  time  and 
passed. 

The  bill  for  the  alteration  of  an  act,  entitled 
"  An  act  giving  effect  to  the  laws  of  the  United 
States  within  th^  State  of  Vermont,"  was  read 
the  second  time. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments reportea  by  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  tne  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  to  amend  the 
act.  entitled  '  An  act  to  provide  for  the  valuation 
of  lands  and  dwellings-houses,  and  the  enumera- 
tion of  slaves,  within  the  United  States;"  which 
were  adopted.  •    ^^  , 
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Ordered,  That  this  bill  pass  to  the  third  read- 
ing, as  amended. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  readibg  of  the 
bill  authorizioe  the  acceptance,  from  the  State  of 
Connecticut,  of  a  cession  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
territory  west  of  Pennsylvania,  commonly  called 
the  Western  Reserve  of  Connecticut  j  and,  after 
proffress; 

Ordered^  That  the  further  consideration  thereof 
be  postponed. 

Mr.  Latimbr.  fi^om  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  to  regulate  the  Medical  De- 
partment, reported  amendments  thereto;  which 
were  read. 

Ordered,  That  they  lie  for  consideration. 

Friday,  February  22. 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, entitled  '^  An  act  to  amend  the  act,  entitled 
'  An  act  to  provide  for  the  valuation  of  lands  and 
dwellinff-houses,  and  the  enumeration  of  slaves, 
within  the  United  States."  was  read  the  third  time. 

Be^olved,  That  this  bill  pass  with  amendments. 

Mr.  Tract,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, entitled  ^*  An  act  to  establish  the  com- 
pensations of  the  officers  employed  in  the  collec- 
tion of  the  duties  of  imports  andf  tonnage,  and  for 
other  purposes,"  reported  the  bill  without  amend- 
ment. 

Ordered,  That  the  consideration  thereof  be 
postponed. 

Tne  bill  concerning  French  citizens  that  have 
been,  or  may  be,  captured  and  broujgrht  into  the 
United  States,  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  readioR  of  the 
bill  authorizing  the  acceptance^  from  the  State  of 
Connecticut,  of  a  cession  of  jurisdiction  of  the 
territory  west  of  Pennsylvania,  commonly  called 
the  Western  Reserve  ot  Connecticut. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  said  amend- 
ment, reported  by  the  committee,  as  follows : 

**  Skc.  I.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Bepre»entaiive8  of  the  United  States  of  America  in 
Congress  assembled,  That  the  President  of  the  United 
States  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  anthorized  to  execute  and 
deliver,  in  the  name  and  behalf  of  the  United  States, 
to  the  Governor  of  the  State  of  Connecticut  for  the  time 
being,  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  purdutsers,  tlMir 
heirs,  and  assigns,  a  good  and  sufficientdeed  of  release, 
wheieby  all  tiie  right,  title,  interest,  and  estate,  of  the 
United  States,  to  all  that  tract  of  land  lying  west  of 
the  west  line  of  Pennsylvania,  and  claimed  by  that 
Stote,  and  sold,  on  the  2d  day  of  September,  1795,  by 
the  State  of  Connecticut,  to  certain  purchasers  known 
bj  the  name  of  the  Connecticut  Land  Company,  shall 
be  released  and  conveyed,  as  aforesaid,  to  the  said  Gov- 
ernor of  Connecticut,  and  his  successors  in  said  office 
forever,  for  the  purpose  of  quieting  the  said  purchasers 
and  oonfinning  their  titles :" 

It  was  determined  in  the  affirmative— yeas  17, 
nays  8,  as  follows : 

YxAS — Messrs.  Chnpman,  Davenport,  Foster,  Good- 
hue, Greene,  Gunn,  Hillhouse,  Howard,  Latimer,  Li* 
vermore,  Lloyd,  Marshall,  Fame,  Read,  Sedgwick, 
StodUon,  and  Tra^. 


Nats — Messrs.  Bin^Mun,  Bloodworth,  Langdon, 
Lauranoe,  Martin,  Pinduiey,  Ross,  and  Watson. 

And  having  agreed  to  the  other  amendments  re> 
ported  by  the  committee,  it  was 

Ordered,  .That  the  bill  pass  to  the  third  reading 
as  amended. 

A  message  firom  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  it  has  passed  a  bill,  en- 
titled "  An  act  to  grant  an  additional  compeitia- 
tion  for  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
ninety-nine,  to  certain  officers  of  the  Senate  and 
House  of  ELepresentatives  of  the  United  States," 
in  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  the  Sen- 
ate. 

The  bill  last  mentioned  was  read,  and  ordered 
to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Bingham,  from  the  committee  to  whom  wis 
referred  the  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, entitled  ^  An  act  to  alter  the  stamp 
duties  imposed  upon  foreign  bills  of  exchaoffe  and 
bills  of  lading,  by  an  act,  entitled  ^  An  act  Uyioc 
duties  on  stamped  vellum,  parchment,  and  Pip^? 
and  further  to  amend  the  same,"  reported  the  biU 
without  amendment ;  and  the  report  was  adopted. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  pass  to  a  third  readinc* 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amenS- 
ments  reported  by  the  committee,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill  to  regulate  the  Medical  Depart- 
ment ;  and,  having  agreed  to  the  report,  the  bill 
was  ordered  to  the  third  reading. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Stockton  be  added  to  the 
committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  to  aug- 
ment the  salaries  of  the  principal  officers  of  the 
Executive  Departments. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill 
touching  the  mode  of  surrendering  a  defendant 
who  has  been  held  to  special  bail  in  one  district, 
and  b  afterwards  arrested  in  another ;  and,  hav- 
ing agreed  to  the  report, 

Oi^kred,  That  the  bill  pass  to  a  third  reading 
as  amended. 

Mr.  Seogwiok.  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  to  augment  the  salaries  of  the 
principal  officers  of  the  Executive  Departmentb, 
reported  amendments  thereto ;  which  were  read. 

Ordered,  That  they  lie  for  consideration. 

SaturoaV,  February  23. 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  Hoase  of  Represema- 
tives,  entitled  ^'An  act  to  grant  an  additional 
compensation  for  the  year  one  thousand  sevea 
hundred  and  ninety-nine,  to  certain  officers  of  the 
Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,"  was  read  the  second  time. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  Messrs.  Livbb- 
MORB,  Paine,  and  Wells,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon  to  the  Senate. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  making  approprialaoBS  for 
the  support  of  Government  for  the  year  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  ninety-nine  f  and  a  biil, 
entitled  "An  act  making  appropriations  far  the 
support  of  the  Military  Establishment,  for  the 
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year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety* 
nine  f  in  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of 
the  Senate. 

The  biUs  last  mentioned  were  read,  and  ordered 
to  a  second  reading:. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  conimittee  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  to 
augment  the  salaries  of  the  principal  officers  of 
the  Execntiye  Departments,  which  was  adopted ; 
and 

The  question  to  agree  to  the  third  reading  of 
the  bill  as  amended,  was  determined  in  the  affirm- 
ative— yeas  22,  nays  3,  a»  follows : 

YxAS — Messnk  Bingham,  Bloodw<Hrtfa,  Chipman, 
DaTenport,  Foster,  Goodhue,  Greene,  Hillhouse,  How- 
ard, Laurance,  Lloyd,  Mainhall,  Martin,  Paine,  Pinck- 
ney,  Read,  Sedgwick,  Stockton,  Tattnall,  Tracy,  Wat- 
son, and  Wells. 

Nats— MesfCi.  Langdon,  LiTennoie,  aad  Mason. 

So  it  was,  Ee$olv€d,  That  this  bill  pass  to  the 
third  reading  as  amended. 

On  motion,  it  was  agreed,  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, to  dispense  with  the  rule,  and  that  the  bills 
last  brou{;nt  from  the  House  of  Representatires 
be  now  sererally  read  the  second  time. 

Ordered^  That  they  be  sererally  referred  to 
Messrs.  Tract,  Paine,  and  Lloyd,  to  consider 
and  report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 

The  bill  authorizing  the  acceptance,  from  the 
State  of  Connecticut,  of  a  cession  of  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  territory  west  of  Pennsylvania,  com- 
monly called  the  Western  Reserve  of  Connecti- 
cut, was  read  the  third  time. 

Ordered,  That  the  further  consideration  thereof 
be  posfponed  until  Monday  next. 

The  Dill  to  reflate  the  Medical  Establishment 
was  read  the  third  time,  and  further  amended. 


Monday,  February  25. 

Mr.  Tracy,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
refened  the  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, entitled  "  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Jo- 
seph Wheaton,''  reported  the  bill  without  amend- 
ment, and  the  report  was  adopted. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  pass  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  third  reading  of  the 
hill  to  regulate  the  Medical  BstaUishment 

Reiomd,  That  this  bill  pass;  that  it  be  en- 
groased ;  and  that  the  title  thereof  he  '^  An  act  to 
R#vlate  the  Medical  Department" 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, entitled  ^'  An  act  to  alter  the  stamp  duties 
imnosed  upon  foreign  bills  of  exchange  and  bills 
of  lading,  oy  an  act,  entitled  '  An  act  laying  du^ 
tiea  on  stamped  vellum,  parchment,  and  paper  f 
aiul  fiirther  to  amend  the  same,"  was  raid  the 
duid  tim&  and  passed. 

The  bill  touching  the  mode  of  surrendering  a 
dafeiidant  who  has  been  held  to  special  bail  in  one 
district,  and  is  afterwards  arrested  in  another,  was 
read  the  third  time,  and  further  amended. 

Betolved,  That  this  bill  pass ;  that  it  be  engross- 
ed ;  and  that  the  title  thereof  be  ^  An  act  provid- 
iw  for  the  aecurity  of  bail  in  certain  cases." 

Mr.  LivBRMORB,  from  the  committee  to  ifkam 


was  referred  the  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, entitled  *'  An  act  to  grant  an  addi- 
tional compensation,  for  the  year  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  ninety-nine,  to  certain  officers 
of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  United  States,"  reported  amendments. 

A  messafi^e  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  rae  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  '^  An  act  to  erect  a  beacon  on  Boon 
Island ;"  and  a  bill  entitled  '^  An  act  for  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  Navy  of  the  United  States ;"  in 
which  thev  desire  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  mentioned  was  read,  and,  by  unan- 
imous consent,  it  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
referred  to  Messrs.  (Goodhue.  Bin oham,  and  Wat- 
son, to  consider  and  report  tnereon  to  the  Senate. 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, entitled  ^  An  act  to  erect  a  beacon  on  Boon 
Island  was  read,  and,  by  unanimous  consent,  it 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  Messrs. 
QooDHUB,  Greene,  and  Lanodon,  to  consider  and 
.  report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to.consider  the  report  of 
the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill, sent 
from  the  House  of  Representatives,  entitled  ''An  act 
providing  compensation  for  the  marshals,  clerks, 
attorneys,  jurors,  and  witnesses,  in  the  Courts  of 
the  United  States,  and  to  repeal  certain  parts  of 
the  acts  therein  mentioned,  and  for  other  purpo- 
ses ;"  and  having  agreed  thereto. 

Ordered.  That  this  bill  pass  to  the  third  reading 
as  amended. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  third  reading  of  the 
bill,  authori^ng  the  acceptance,  from  the  State  of 
Connecticut,  of  a  cession  of  jurisdiction  of  ibm 
territory  west  of  Pennsylvania,  commonly  called 
the  Western  Reserve  of  Connecticut;  and  the 
question  on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  was  deter- 
mined in  the  affirmative — yeas  16,  nays  12,  as  fol- 
lows: 

TxAS — Messrs.  Ohh>man,  Davenport,  Foster,  (Good- 
hue, Greene,  Chmn,  Hillhouse,  Livermore,  Lloyd,  Mar- 
riuOl,  Paine,  Read,  Sedgwick,  Stockton,  Tracy,  and 
Wells. 

Nats — ^Messrs.  Bingham,  Bloodwoiikh,  Brown,  How- 
ard, Langdon,  Latimer,  Laurance,  Martin,  Meson» 
Pinckney,  Roes,  and  Wetson. 

So  it  was  Reiolvedj  That  this  bill  pass :  that  it 
be  engrossed ;  and  that  the  title  thereof  be  ^^  An 
act  concerning  the  territory  west  of  PennsylvaniSi 
commonlv  called  the  Western  Reserve  of  Con- 
necticut." 

The  bill  to  aujnaaent  the  salaries  of  the  principal 
officers  of  the  Executive  Departments  was  read 
the  third  time :  and  the  quesUon  on  the  final  pas- 
sage of  the  bill  was  determined  in  the  affirmative 
— yeas  23,  nays  2,  as  Ibliows : 

TsA»— Messis.  Bkigfaam,  BkN)dwoith,  Chipmaa^ 
Davenport,  Foster,  Ooodhae,  Greene,  Oann,  HilW 
house,  Howard,  Latimer,  Lauzanee,  Lloyd,  Martii^ 
Paine,  Pindooiey,  Read,  Sedgwick,  Stockton,  TattouO, 
TnMsy,  WatscAi,  and  Wells. 

Nats — ^Messrs.  Livonnoie  and  Mason. 


So  it  was  Be$ohed,  That  this  bill  pass:  that  it 
he  cngroesed;  and  that  the  title  thereof  be,^  As 
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act  to  augment  the  salaries  of  the  officers  therein 
mentioned." 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  the 
bill  for  the  alteration  of  an  act,  entitled  ^'  An  act 
giving  effect  to  the  laws  of  the  United  States 
within  the  State  of  Vermont. 

Ordered^  That  this  bill  pass  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments reported  by  the  committee  ^o  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, entitled  "An  act  to  grant  additional 
Qompensation,  for  the  year  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  ninety-nine,  to  certain  officers  of  the 
Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Unit- 
ed States;"  and,  having  adopted  the  amend- 
taents, 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  pass  to  the  third  reading, 
as  amendea. 

The  second  reading  of  the  bill  concerning 
French  citizens  that  have  been,  or  may  be,  captur- 
ed and  brought  into  the  United  States,  was  re- 
sumed, and  it  was  agreed  that  this  bill  pass  to  the 
third  reading. 


TuBsuAY,  February  26. 

The  petition  of  Joseph  Wheaton^  Sergeant^at- 
Arms  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  was  pre- 
sented and  read,  praying  additional  compensation 
for  his  services. 

Ordered^  That  it  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  the 
bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives,  en- 
titled "  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Josepl^  Wheaton  f^ 
and  the  question  on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill 
was  determined  in  the  negative. 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, entitled  "  An  act  providing  compensation  for 
the  marshals,  clerks,  attorneys,  jurors,  and  wit- 
nesses, in  the  Courts  of  the  United  States,  and  to 
repeal  certain  parts  of  the  acts  therein  mentioned, 
and  for  other  purposes,"  was  read  the  third  time. 

Jieaolved,  That  this  bill  pass  with  amendments. 

The  billj  for  the  alteration  of  an  act,  entitled 
"  An  act  jgivine  effect  to  the  laws  of  the  United 
States  within  the  State  of  Vermont,"  was  read  the 
third  time,  and  amended. 

Besolved,  That  this  bill  pass ;  that  it  be  engross- 
ed ;  and  that  the  title  thereof  be  "  An  act  altering 
the  time  of  holding  the  District  Court  in  Ver- 
mont." 

The  bin  concerning  French  citizens  that  have 
been,  or  may  be,  captured  and  brought  into  the 
United  States,  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, entitled  "  An  act  to  grant  an  additional  com- 
pensation, for  the  year  one  thousand  seven  bun- 
area  and  ninety-nine,  to  certain  officers  of  the  Sen- 
ate ^and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United 
States,"  was  read  the  Uiird  time. 

Eeeotved,  That  this  bill  pass  with  an  amend- 
ment. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  the 
bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives,  en- 
titled "  An  act  to  establish  the  compensations  of 


the  officers  employed  in  the  collection  of  the  du- 
ties of  imports  and  tonnage,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses;" and,  having  agreed  to  sundry  amendments, 

Ordered,  That  it  pass  to  the  third  reading,  as 
amended. 

Mr.  GooBHUB.  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  oilL  sent  from  the  House  ^f  Rep- 
resentatives, entitled  "  An  act  for  the  government 
of  the  Navy  of  the  United  States,"  reported  it 
with  an  amendment. 

Ordered^  That  it  pass  to  the  third  reading,  as 
amended. 

Wednesbay,  February  27. 

Mr.  GoooHUE,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of 
Representatives,  entitled  *'An  act  to  erect  a  bea- 
con on  Boon  Island,"  reported  the  hill  without 
amendment,  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  the  third 
reading. 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  RepresenU- 
tives.  entitled  "An  act  for  the  government  of  the 
Navy  of  the  United  States,"  was  read  $he  third 
time. 

Retolved,  That  this  bill  pass  with  an  amendment. 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Rq)re8enta- 
tives,  entitled  "An  act  to  establish  the  compensa- 
tions of  the  officers  employed  in  the  collection  of 
the  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,  and  for  other 
purposes,"  was  read  the  third  time. 

Aesolved,  That  this  bill  pass  with  amendments. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed  a 
bill  entitled  "An  act  to  establish  the  Post  Office  of 
the  United  States;"  a  bill  entitled  "An  act  in  addi- 
tion to  the  act  for  the  relief  of  sick  and  disabled 
seamen;"  and  a  bill  entitled  "An  act  authori2^Ilc 
the  augmentation  of  the  Marine  Corps;"  in  whtea 
they  desire  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate.  Ther 
agree  to  the  amendment  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill 
entitled  "An  act  to  grant  additional  compeasatiQii^ 
for  the  year  one  Uiousand  seven  himdred  sua 
ninety-mne,  to  certain  officers  of  the  Senate  nnd 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States,'' 
with  an  amendment,  in  which  they  desire  the 
concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Rq>retentar 
tives,  entitled  "An  act  to  establish  the  Post  Ofiee 
of  the  United  States,'^  was  read  and,  by  unaninMMBi 
consent,  it  was  read  the  secona  time,  and  referfed 
to  Messrs.  Tract,  Ross,  and  Hillhousb,  to  con- 
sider and  report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Repreamtn- 
tives,  entitled  an  "Act  authorizing  the  augmeatn- 
tion  of  the  Marine  Corps,"  was  read,  and,  by  tmanft* 
mous  consent,  it  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
referred  to  Messrs.  Gunn,  GoooBUfi,and  Ro^to 
consider  and  report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, entitled  "An  act  in  addition  to  the  act  fiir 
the  relief  of  sick  and  disabled  seamen."  was  read, 
and,  by  unanimous  consent,  it  was  read  the  seeond 
time,  and  referred  to  the  committee  last  aaen- 
tioned,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  to  ths 
Seaate. 
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The  ViOB  Pbbsident  laid  before  the  Senate  the 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  State  on  the  petition  ^f 
John  Brown  Cutting,  for  a  reimbursement  of  his 
expenditures,  and  compensation  for  his  services, 
in  the  year  1790;  in  liberating  and  relieving  Ameri- 
can seamen  impressed  ioto  me  British  Navy. 

Ordered,  That  it  lie  on  table. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ment of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  their 
amendment  to  the  bill  entitled  ^*  An  act  to  grant 
an  additional  compensation,  for  the  year  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-nine^  to  cer- 
tain officers  of  the  Senate  and  House  ot  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  United  States." 

Resolved,  That  the  Senate  do  not  agree  to  the 
said  amendment. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  considenftion  of 
Bxecutive  business. 


TnuRsnAT,  February  28. 

The  Vice  President  laid  before  the  Senate  a 
report  of  the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  the 
Treasury,  on  the  petition  of  William  Qray. 

Ordered,  That  the  consideration  thereof  be 
postponed  until  next  session  of  Congress. 

Tne  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, entitled  "An  act  to  erect  a  beacon  on  Boon 
Island,"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

A  message  from  the  House  ot  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
the  bill,  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  better  organizing  of  the  troops  of  the 
United  States  and  for  other  purposes,"  with  amend- 
ments, in  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate. 

The  Senate  took  into  consideration  the  amend- 
ments proposed  by  the  House  of  Representatives 
to  the  bill  last  mentioned. 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  Messrs. 
Ghm N.  Ross,  and  Howard,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  OuNN;  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives, entitled  "An  act  authorizing  the  au^mient- 
ation  of  the  Marine  Corps,"  report^  the  bill  with- 
out amendment;  and  the  bill  was  ordered  .to  the 
third  reading. 

Mr.  Tracy,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives, entitled  "An  act  to  regulate  and  fix  the 
compensation  of  clerks,"  reportal  the  bill  without 
amendment;  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  the  third 
readinff. 

Mr.  Tracy,  alsa  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  tne  bilL  aent  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, entitlea  "  An  act  authorizing  the  dis- 
charge of  Robert  Sturffeon  from  his  present  con- 
finement," reported  the  Bill  without  amendment. 

Ordered,  That  the  consideration  thereof  be 
postponed  until  to-morrow. 

The  Vice  President  notified  the  Senate  that 
he  desired  to  be  excused  from  attendance  in  the 
Senate,  after  this  day,  for  the  remainder  of  the 
•essioD. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Repceoentativei 


Informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  a  detachment 
from  the  militia  of  the  United  States;"  a  bill 
entitled  "  An  act  to  revive  and  continue  in  force 
certain  parts  of  the  ^  Act  for  the  relief  and  protec- 
tion of  American  seamen,'  and  to  amend  the  same^^ 
and  a  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  to  amend  the  act,  enti- 
tled ^An  act  regulating  the  grants-of  land  appro^ 
priated  for  military  services,  and  for  the  Society  of 
the  United  Brethren  for  propagating  the  Qospel 
among  the  Heathen;"  in  wnich  they  desire  the 
concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bills  last  mentioned  were  severally  read, 
and  ordered  to  the  second  reading;  and  by  onani- 
mous  consent,  the  bill,  sent  from  the  House,  of 
Representatives,  entitled  "  An  act  authorizing  a 
detachment  from  the  militia  d'the  United  States,'' 
was  read  a  second  time. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  r^erred  to  Messrs.  Ghniif| 
Ross,  and  Howard,  to  consider  and  report  there- 
on to  the  Senate. 

A  message  fVom  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  tfa^  Senate  that  they  insistotf  their  amend* 
ment  to  the  amendment  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill, 
entitled  "  An  act  to  grant  an  additional  compen* 
sation^  for  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  ninety-nine,  to  certain  officers  of  the  Senate 
and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States," 
ask  a  conference  thereon,  and  have  appointed  man- 
agers at  the  same  on  their  part. 

Mr.  Tracy,  from  the  commiitee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Repre* 
sentatives,  entitled  "  An  act  to  establish  the  Post 
Office  of  the  United  States,"  reported  amendments, 
which  were  read  and  adopted. 

On  motion,  it  was  agreed,  by  unanimous  consent, 
to  dispense  with  the  rule^  and  that  this  bill  be  now 
read  the  third  time ;  and,  after  debate  on  a  fp^her 
amendment  proposed,  the  Senate  went  ii 
cutive  business. 


Friday,  March  1.  • 

The  VicB  President  being  absent,  the  Senate 
proceeded  to  the  choice  of  a  President  pro  tempore, 
as  the  Constitution  provides,  and  Jambs  Ross  waa 
duly  elected. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Stockton  be  added  to  the 
committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  biU,  entitled 
"  An  act  for  the  better  organizing  of  the  troops  of 
the  United  States,  and  for  other  purposes*" 

The  bill, sent  from  the  HouseofRepresentatiTei^ 
entitled  "An  act  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  *An 
act  regulatinjBT  the  grants  of  land  appropriated  for 
military  services,  and  for  the  Society  of  the  United 
Brethren,  for  propagating  the  Goapel  amon^r  the 
Heathen,"  was  read  the  second  time  and  referred 
to  Messrs.  Laurancb,  Stockton,  and  Bingham, 
to  consider  and  rc^K>rt  thereon  to  tne  Senate. 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
entitled  "  An  act  to  revive  and  continue  in  force 
certain  parts  of  the  '  Act  for  the  relief  and  protec- 
tion of  Ameridan  seamen,  and  to  amead  the  same," 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  Messrs. 
Bingham,  Ooobhub,  ana  Lanobon,  to  eoasider 
and  report  thereon  to  the  Senate.     _,  ^ 
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Tke  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
entitled  "  An  act  to  regulate  and  fix  the  compen- 
sation of  clerks,"  was  read  the  third  time  and 


The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
entitled  "An  act  authorizing  the  augmentation 
of  the  Marine  Corps,"  was  read  the  third  time  and 
passed. 

Mr.  Tract,  from  the  committee  to  whom  the 
subject  was  referred,  on  the  31st  of  January  last, 
farted  a  bill  to  relate  trade  and  intercourse 
with  the  Indian  tribes,  and  to  preserve  peace  on 
the  frontiers ;  which  was  readj  and,  by  unanimous 
consent,  it  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered 
to  .the  third  reading. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  they  have  passed  a  bill, 
entitled  "  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Comfort  Sands 
and  others ;"  a  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  making  ad- 
ditional appropriations  for  the  year  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  ninety-nine ;"  a  bill,  entitled 
^  An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of 
the  Naval  Establishment  for  the  year  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  ninety-niue ;"  and  a  bill, 
eMtitkd  "  An  act  to  authorize  the  sale  of  certain 
lands  between  the  Great  and  Little  Miami  rivers, 
in  the  Territory  of  the  United  States  Northwest 
of  the  Ohio ;  and  for  giving  a  pre-emption  to  cer^ 
tain  purchasers  and  sutlers ;"  in  whicn  they  desire 
the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
entitled  '^  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Comfort  Sands 
and  others."  was  read,  and  by  unanimous  consent, 
it  was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  Messrs. 
Watson,  Tracy,  and  Laurance,  to  consider  and 
repj^t  thereon  to  the  Senate. 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
entitled  "  An  act  making  additional  appropria- 
tion8%r  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
ninety-nine,"  was  read,  and,  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, It  was  read  the  second  time. 

Ordered,  Tl^t  it  be  referred  to  the  committee 
apj^inted  on  thci  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making 
appropriations  for  the  support  of  Government  for 
the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety- 
nine,"  to  consider  and  report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 
The  bill,  sent  from  theilouse  of  Representatives, 
entitled  "An  act  making  appropriations  for  the 
support  of  the  Naval  Establishment  for  Che  year 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-nine,''  was 
read,  and,  by  unanimous  consent,  it  was  read  the 
seeond  time,  and  referred  to  the  commitiee  last 
mentioned,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  to  the 
Senate. 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
entkled  "An  act  authorizing  the  sale  of  certain 
lands  between  the  Great  ana  Little  Miami  rivers, 
in  the  Territory  of  the  United  States  Northwest  of 
the  Ohio,  and  tor  giving  a  pre-e|ipption  to  certain 
purehasers  and  settlers,"  wa»  read,  and,  by  unani- 
mous consent,  itwas  read  the  second  time,  and  refei> 
red  to  Mdssers.  Brown,  Stockton,  and  Lanodon, 
to  eeasider  and  report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  QuHN,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
refened  the  amendments  of  Uie  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives to  the  bill,  entitled  ^  An  act  fbr  the  bet- 


ter organizing  of  the  troops  of  the  United  States, 
and  for  other  purposes,"  made  a  report.  Where 
upon. 

Resolved^  That  the  Senate  do  agree  to  the  first, 
second,  third,  and  fifth,  and  disagree  to  the  fourth, 
sixth,  seventh,  and  eighth,  amendments. 

The  Senate  preceded  to  consider  the  resolution 
of  the  House  or  Representatives,  proposing  a  con- 
ference on  the  amendment  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives to  the  amendment  of  the  Senate  to  the 
bill,  entitled  "  An  act  to  grant  an  additional  com- 
pensation, for  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  ninty-nine.  to  certain  ofiieers  of  the  Sen- 
ate and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United 
States." 

Regolved,  That  the  Senate  agree  to  the  confer- 
ence, and  that  Messrs.  Stockton  and  Marshall 
be  managers  at  the  same,  on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  third  reading  of  the 
bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives,  enti- 
tled ^  An  act  to  establish  the  Post  Office  of  the 
United  Stales." 

On  motion,  to  add  the  following  to  the  amend- 
ment of  the  17th  section : 

«  Andy  provided,  That  all  the  letters  and  packets 
firanked  by  any  one  member,  in  any  one  week,  shtll  not 
exceed  thirty  ounces ;  and  sudi  privilege  diall  conti- 
nue:'' 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  13,  nays 
17,  as  follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Bingham,  Davenport,  Goodhue>  Hill- 
house,  Howard,  Livermore,  Ll^d,  Paine,  Rosb,  Seds* 
wick,  Stockton,  Watson,  and  WeUa. 

Nats — ^Messrs.  Anderson,  Bloodworth,  Brown,  Chip- 
man,  Foster,  Greene,  Gunn,  Langdon,  LnJdmer,  Lra- 
rance,  Marshall,  Martin,  Mason,  Finckney,  Read,  Tatt- 
nall, and  Tracy. 

Resolvedy  That  this  bill  pass  with  amendments. 

Mr.  Laurance,  from  the  committee  to  wImhu 
was  referred  the  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, entitled  "  An  act  to  amend  the  act, 
entitled  '  An  act  regulating  the  grants  of  land  ap- 
propriated for  military  services,  and  for  the  Soci- 
ety of  tl^e  United  Brethren  for  propagating  the 
Gospel  among  the  Heathen,"  reported  amendmeata 
thereto. 

Mr. 'Watson,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, entitled  "  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Cooa- 
fort  Sands  and  others,"  reported  the  bill  without 
amendment 


Saturday,  March  2. 

A  messaffe  from  the  House  of  RepresentatiTes 
informed  the  Senate  that  they  have  passed  the 
biU,  entitled  "  An  act  giving  eventual  authority  to 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to  augment  the 
Army,"  with  amendments,  in  which  they  desire 
the  concurrence  of  the  Senate.  . 

Mr.  Stockton  from  the  managers  at  the  con- 
ference on  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  to  mnt  an 
additional  compensation,  for  the  year  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  ninety-nine,  to  cotain  officers 
of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  States,"  reported  that  they  couid  come  to 
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no  aJreement ;  but  that  the  managers  on  the  part  of 
the  HoQse  of  Representatives  appeared  convinced 
of  the  impropriety  of  the  amendment  to  the  amend- 
ment of  the  Senate,  and  would  probably  so  report 
to  the  House  of  Rei)resentatives. 

The  Senate  took  into  consideration  the  amend- 
ments of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  bill, 
entitled  ^^  An  act  giving  eventual  authority  to  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  augment  the 
Army." 
Remdvedj  That  they  do  agree  thereto. 
The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
Pbbsidsnt  op  the  Uniteo  States  :  ' 
Gentlemen  of  the  Senate,  and 

Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Representativee : 
Judging  it  <^importanee  to  the  poblie  that  the  Legii- 
latnre  shovdd  be  informed  of  the  gradual  progress  of  their 
■lantime  raaouroes,  I  transmit  to  CongreM  a  statement 
of  the  vesself ,  with  their  tonnage,  warlike  force,  and 
eoaiplBnient  oif  men,  to  which  oommiMiions,  as  pritata 
armed  vessels,  have  been  issued  since  the  ninth  day  of 
JuW  last  JOHN  ADAMS. 

Match  3, 1799. 

The  Messa^  and  papers  were  read,  and  ordered 
to  lie  for  consideration. 

The  bill  to  regulate  trade  and  intercourse  with 
the  Indian  tribes,  and  to  preserve  peace  on  the 
frontiers,  was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

Mr.  Tract,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives, entitled  ^  An  act  making  appropriations  for 
the  support  of  Government  for  the  year  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  ninety-nme,"  reported 
sundry  amendments,  which  were  adopted;  and, by 
unanimous  cbosent,  the  bill  was  read  the  third 
time. 

Resolved,  That  this  bill  pasi  with  amendments. 
Mr.  Bingham,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, entitled  "  An  act  to  revive  and  contmue 
in  force  certain  parts  of  the  ^Act  for  the  relief 
and  protection  of  American  seamen,'  and  to  amend 
the  same,"  reported  the  bill  without  amendment. 

Mr.  GuNN,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives, entitled  ^'  An  act  authorizing  a  detachment 
from  the  militia  of  the  United  States,"  reported  the 
bill  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Tracy,  from  the  committee  to  wh(»n  was 
referred  the  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Represent- 
ative entitled  ^'  An  act  making  additioncu  appro- 
priations for  the  vear  one  thousand  seven  hunored 
and  ninety- nine,"  reported  an  amendment,  which 
was  adopted  ;  and  the  bill  was,  by  unanimous 
consent,  read  the  third  time. 

Resotvedj  That  this  bill  pass  with  an  amend- 
ment 

A  message  from'  the  House  of  Representatgres 
informed  the  Senate  that  they  have  passed  a  bill, 
entitled  ^'  An  act  respecting  distillers  of  Geneva ;" 
and  a  bill,  entitled  ^An  act  for  establishing  the 
salarv  of  the  Assistant  Postmaster  General;"  in 
which  several  bilb  they  desire  the  concurrence  of 
the  Senate.  Thev  recede  from  their  amendment 
to  the  bill  entitled  '^  An  act  for  the  better  organ- 
izing of  the  troops  of  the  United  States^  and  for 


other  purposes,"  except  from  the  second,  on  which 
they  insistf  and  ask  a  conference  thereon,  and  have 
ap^inted  managers  at  the  same  on  their  piurt. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideradon  of 
the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
asking  a  conference  on  the  amendments  to  the 
bill,  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  better  organizioFg  of 
the  troops  of  the  United  States,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses." 

Resolved,  That  the  Senate  do  agree  to  the  oo»- 
ferenoe,  and  that  Messrs.  Gunn  and  Howard  be 
Eianagers  at  the  same  on  the  part  of  the  S^ate« 

Mr.  Brown,  from  the  commiuee  to  wtttai  was 
referred  the  IhU,  sent  from  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives, entitled  ^  An  act  to  authorize  the  sale  of 
certain  lands  between  the  Grreat  and  Little  Miami 
rivers,  in  the  Territory  of  the  United  States  North* 
west  of  the  Ohio,  and  for  giving  a  pre-emption  to 
certain  purchasers  and  sellers,"  reported  the  bill 
without  amendment,  and  the  bill  was,  by  unani* 
mous  consent,  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the 
amendment  reported  by  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, entitled  ^'  An  act  to  amend  tke  act, 
entitled  'An  act  r^ulating  the  grants  of  Jaad.a|f^ 
propriated  for  military  services,  and  for  the  Socir 
ety  of  the  United  Brethern  for  propagating  the 
Gospel  ainong  the  Heathen,"  and  it  was  adopted ; 
and  the  bill  was,  by  unanimous  consent,  read  th^ 
third  time. 

Resolved,  That  this  bill  pass  with  an  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  Tract,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives, entitled  ^'  An  act  making  approiNriations  foe 
the  support  of  the  Naval  Establishment,  for  the 
year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninetv-nine," 
reported  the  bill  without  amendment,  ana  the  re- 
port was  adopted ;  and  the  bill  was^  by  unanimous 
consent,  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  ot  Representatives, 
entitled  "  An  act  for  establishing  the  salary  oi  the 
Assistant  Postmaster  General,"  was  read,  and^  by 
unanimous  consent,  it  was  read  the  second  time. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  third  reading  of 
this  bill,  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
entitled  '^  An  act  respecting  distillers  of  Geneva," 
was  read,  and,  by  unanimous  consent,  it  was  read 
the  second  time,  and  referred  to  Messrs.  Ssnowu?!^ 
Paine,  and  Marshall,  to  consider  and  repoet 
thereon  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  GuMN.  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Repre* 
sentatives^  entitled  "  An  act  in  addition  to  the  act 
for  the  relief  of  sick  and  disabled  seamen,"  reported 
amendments. 

Mr.  Tract,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, entitled  ^' An  act  making  amiropriations 
for  the  support  of  the  Militarv  fiUtablishment,  for 
the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety* 
•nine,"  reported  the  bill  without  amendment^  ami 
the  report  was  adopted ;  and  the  bill  was,  by  i 
imous  consent,  read  the  third  timeund  paesad* 
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A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  they  have  passed  the  bill, 
sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  ^^  An  act  to  reform 
the  Superior  Court  of  the  Territory  of  the  United 
States  Northwest  of  the  river  Ohio,"  with  amend- 
ments, in  which  they  desire  the  concarrence  of  the 
Senate. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  amendments  of  the  Hoase  of  Representatives 
to  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  to  reform  the  Supe- 
rior Court  of  the  Territory  of  the  United  States 
Northwest  of  the  river  Ohio." 

Rudoed,  That  they  do^  agree  to  the  first,  and 
disagree  to  the  other,  amendments,  and  ask  a  con- 
ference thereon ;  and  that  Messrs.  Sedowick  and 
Lauranob  be  managers  at  the  same,  on  the  part 
of  the  Senate. 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
entitled  *^  An  act  authorizing  a  detachment  from 
the  militia  of  the  United  States,"  was  read  the 
second  time. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  third  reading  of 
the  bill,  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas 
17,  nays  12,  as  follows : 

Tkas — Messrs.  Bloodworth,  Brown,  Foster,  Goodhne, 
Greene,  Gunn,  Howard,  Langdon,  Laurance,  Lloyd, 
Marshall,  Martin,  Mason,  Pinckney,  Ross,  Tattnall,  and 
Watson. 

Nats— Messrs.  Bingham,  Chipman,  Davenport,  HiH- 
honse,  Latimer,  Livermore,  Paine,  Read,  Sedgwick, 
Stockton,  Tracy,  and  Wells. 

So  it  was  Resolved  That  this  bill  pass  to  the  ^ird 
reading. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
informed  the  Senate  that  they  have  passed  a  reso- 
lution "  authorizing  a  subscription  lot  four  hun- 
dred copies  of  the  Journals  of  Congress,"  in  which 
they  desire  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate.  They 
recede  from  thdr  amendments,  disagreed  to  by  the 
Senate,  so  far  as  to  agree  to  the  modifications  re- 
ported bv  the  managers  at  the  conference^  on  the 
bill,  entitled  '*  An  act  for  the  better  organizing  of 
the  troops  of  the  United  States,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses." And  they  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An 
act,  in  addition  to  an  act^  entitled  *  An  act  for  the 
more  geperal^  j^romulgation  of  the  laws  of  the  Uni-  I 
ted  States ;"  in  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  ' 
of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Gunn,  from  the  managers  at  the  conference 
on  the  bill,  entitled  '*  An  act  for  the  better  organ- 
izing the  troops  of  the  United  States,  and  for  other 
purposes,"  made  a  report,  which  was  adopted. 
Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  Senate  do  agree  to  the  modi-  I 
fications  reported  by  the  conferees.  j 

The  Senate  adjourned  to  6  o'clock  in  the  even-  i 
ing.  ! 


Saturuay,  Evbnimo,  March  2, 
The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
entitled  "  An  act  in  addition  to  an  act,  entitled  ^  An 
aet  for  the  more  general  promolgation  of  the  laws 
of  the  United  States"  was  read,  and,  by  unani- 
mous consent  the  bill  was  read  the  second  aud 
third  timet  and  passed. 


The  resolution,  sent  from  the  House  of  ifepre- 
sentatives,  *^  authorizing  a  subscription  (of  tour 
hundred  copies  of  the  Journals  of  Congress,"  wu 
read,  and  referred  to  Messrs.  Sedgwick,  Stock- 
ton, and  Greenb,  to  consider  and  report  thereon 
to  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  proceded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  sent 
from  the  House  of  Representatives,  entitled  "  An 
act  in  addition  to  the  act  for  the  relief  of  sick  and 
disabled  seamen,"  and  agreed  that  the  bill  sboold 
be  amended  accordingly. 
'  On  motion,  it  was  agreed,  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, to  dispense  with  the  rule,  and  tliat  this  bill 
be  now  read  the  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  this  bill  pass  with  anameod- 
ment. 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  RepresenUttives^ 
entitled  "  An  act  authorizing  the  discharge  of  Ro- 
bert Stureeon  from  his  present  confinement,"  wat 
read  the  third  time ;  and 
Resolved,  That  this  bill  do  not  pass. 
Mr.  Sedgwick,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  resolution,  sent  from  the  House 
of  Representatives,  "authurizing  a  subscription  for 
four  hundred  copies  of  the  Journals  of  Congress,'' 
reported  the  same  without  amendment.  He  made, 
also,  a  similar  report  on  the  bill,  entitled  ^  An  act 
respecting  distillers  of  Gteneva." 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolution 
last  mentioned. 

On  motion,  it  was  agreed  to  amend  the  resolu- 
tion as  follows : 

"  And  such  number  of  copies  of  defiant  vohunes,  of 
the  sets  now  in  print,  as  may  be  necessaiy  to  complete 
the  same. 

Resolved,  That  the  resolution  pass  with  the 
amendment. 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Rejiresentaiives, 
entitled  "  An  act  to  revive  and  continue  in  force 
certain  parts  of  the  '  Act  for  the  relief  and  protec- 
tion of  American  seamen,'  and  to  amend  the  same," 
was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Representative^ 
entitled  ^^  An  act  respecting  distillers  of  Genera," 
was  read  the  third  time  and  passed.  . 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  House  of  Reprteentatives, 
entitled  ^  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Comfort  Sands 
and  others,"  was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

The  bill, sent  from  the  House  of  Representatires, 
entitled  '^  An  act  authorizing  a  detachment  from 
the  militia  of  the  United  States,"  was  read  the  third 
time. 

On  motion  to  amend  the  bill,  by  adding  at  the 
end  of  the  first  section  the  following  proviso : 

«  Provided,  aluHiya,  That  it  shaU  be  lawfhl  for  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  if  he  shall  judge  it  ex- 
pedient, to  forbear  to  call  on  the  Executive  authoxity 
of  any  particular  State  or  States  east  of  the  river  Dela- 
ware, to  organize,  arm,  and  equip  the  proportion  of  the 
militia  of  audi  Sute  or  Sutes  as  fixed  by  this  act :" 

It  was  agreed  to  amend  the  motion,  by  striking 
out  the  word  *  Delaware,'  and  inserting  '  Potomac? 
On  motion  to  agree  to  the  motion  thus  amend- 
ed, it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas  13| 
nays  11,  as  follows : 
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TiAft^-Meffn.  Bingham,  Chipman,  Davenpoit,  Fos- 
ter, Ooodhne,  Oreena,  HiUhoun,  Latimer,  Paine,  Sedg- 
wick, Stockton,  Tracy,  and  Wataon. 

Nats — Messrs.  Bloodworth,  Brown,  Gnnn,  Howard^ 
Langdon,  Martin,  Mason,  Pinckaey,  Ross,  Tattnall, 
and  Wells. 

Sd  it  WIS  resolved  that  this  bill  pass  With  the 
amendment. 

On  motion,  leave  was  given  to  brins  in  a  bill  to^ 
alter  the  time  for  the  next  meeting  of  Congress;' 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Tracy  obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  au- 
thorizing the  President  of  the  United  Siates  to  fill 
certain  vacancies  in  the  Army ;  which  was  read, 
and  the  bill  was,  by  unanimous  consent,  read  the 
second  and  third  times;  and,  being  amended, 

Resolved^  That  this  bill  pass;  that  it  be  engrossed ; 
and  that  the  title  thereof  oe,  ''An  act  authorizing 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to  fill  certain 
vacancies  in  the  Army  and  Navv." 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  thev  have  passed  the  bill, 
sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  ^  An  act  vesting  the 

Sower  of  retaliation,  in  certain  cases,  in  the  Presi- 
ent  of  the  United  States,"  with  amendments,  in 
which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  amendments  proposed  by  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives to  the  biU,  entitled  ''An  act  vesting 
the  power  of  retaliation,  in  certain  eases,  in  the 
President  of  the  United  States." 

Ordered^  That  they  be  referred  to  Messrs.  Sedg- 
wick, Mason,  and  Tracy,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Sedgwick,  from  the  committee  last  men- 
tioned, reported  the  amendments  without  amend- 
ment, and  the  report  was  adopted. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  they  disagree  to  the 
amendment  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill, 
entitled  "  An  act  authorizing  a  detachment  from 
the  militia  of  the  United  States." 

Mr.  HiLLHOusE  reported,  from  the  committee 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Joseph  Rus- 
sell and  others,  that  the  consideration  thereof  be 
postponed  until  the  next  session  of  Congress ;  and 
the  report  was  adopted. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
disagreeing  to  the  amendment  of  the  Senate  to  the 
bill,  entitled  "  An  act  authorizing  a  detachment 
from  the  militia  of  the  United  States." 

On  motion,  to  postpone  the  further  consideration 
of  this  bill  until  the  next  session  of  Congress,  it 
was  determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas  18,  nays 
11,  as  follows: 

Tkas — Messrs.  Bingham,  Chipman,  Davenport, 
Foster,  Goodhue,  Greene,  Hillhouse,  Latimer,  Lau- 
ranee,  Livermore,  Lloyd,  Marshall,  Paine,  Sedgwick, 
Stockton,  Tracy,  Watson,  and  Wells. 

Nats — Messrs.  Bloodworth,  Brown,  Gunn,  Howard, 
Langdon,  Martin,  Mason,  Pinckney,  Read,  Ross,  and 
TattnalL 

Besolffed,  That  the  further  consideration  of  this 
bill  be  postponed  until  the  next  session  of  Congress. 
The  biU  to  alter  the  time  for  the  next  meeting 
5lh  Con.— 71 


of  Congress  was  read  the  second  time ;  and  being 
amended,  by  inserting  the  third  Monday  in  No- 
vember, it  was  agreed,  by  unanimous  consent,  to 
dispense  with  the  rulc^  and  that  this  bill  be  now 
read  the  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  this  bill  pass;  that  it  be  en- 
grossed ;  and  that  the  title  thereof  be,  "  An  act  to 
alter  the  time  for  the  next  meeting  of  Congress." 

Ordered,  That  the  further  consideration  of  the 
bill  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled  "  An  act  to 
establish  the  Judicial  Courts  of  the  United  States," 
be  postponed  until  the  next  session  of  Congress. 

Reeolvedy  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  be, 
and  he  hereby  is,  authorized  and  directed  to  pay 
to  James  Mathers,  Doorkeeper,  out  of  the  contin- 
gent fund,  the  sum  of  one  hunared  dollars ;  and  to 
James  Mathers,  jr,.  Assistant  Doorkeeper,  the  sum 
of  one  hundred  dollars,  for  their  extra  services 
during  the  session. 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  pay 
to  Hugh  McKinley,  for  his  labor  and  attendance 
on  the  Senate,  one  dollar  per  day,  during  the  time 
he  has  been  employed  the  present  session;  to  be 
paid  out  of  the  money  appropriated  for  the  contin- 
gent expenses  of  the  two  Houses  of  Congress. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  they  have  appointed  a 
joint  committee  on  their  part  to  wait  on  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  United  States,  and  notify  him,  that 
unless  he  may  have  any  further  communications 
to  make  to  the  two  Houses  of  Congress,  they  are 
ready  to  adjourn ;  and  desire  the  appointment  of  a 
joint  committee  on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  resolution  for  the  appointment  of  a  joint  com- 
mittee for  the  purpose  last  mentioned. 

Resolved,  That  they  do  concur  therein,  and  that 
Messrs.  Stockton  and  Read  be  the  joint  com- 
mittee on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 

The  report  of  the  Secretary  for  the  Department 
of  State,  on  the  claim  of  John  Brown  Cutting,  for 
a  reimbursement  of  hb  expenditures  and  a  com- 
pensation for  his  services  in  the  year  1790,  in  lib- 
erating and  relieving  American  seamen,  impressed 
into  the  British  Navy,  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  it  lie  on  file. 

Mr  Stockton  reported,  from  the  joint  commit- 
tee, that  they  had  waited  on  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  who  informed  them  that  he  had 
nothing  further  to  communicate  to  Congress,  ex- 
cept his  wishes  for  their  individual  happiness,  and 
safe  return  to  ttieir  respective  families. 

On  motion,  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  pay 
out  of  the  contingent  money,  to  the  principal  and 
engrossing  clerk  m  his  office,  one  hundred  dollars 
each,  for  extra  services  during  the  present  session, 
it  wa§  determined  in  the  affirmative^yeas  18,  nays 
6,  as  follows : 

TxAB — Messrs.  Bingham,  Chipman,  Davenport, 
Foster,  Greene,  Langdon,  Lanrance,  Livermore,  Lloydy 
Martin,  Mason,  Pmckney,  Read,  Ross,  Sedgwick,  Stock- 
ton, Watson,  and  Wells. 

NATB^Messrs.  Brown,  Goodhne,  HiOhonse,  tow- 
ard, Paine,  and  Tracy. 

So  it  was  resolved,  that  the  Secretary  of  the 
Senate  pay  out  of  the  contingent  money,  to  the 
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pincipal  and  engrossing  clerks  in  his  office,  one 
hundred  dollars  each,  for  extra  services  during  the 
present  session. 

On  motion,  it  was  resolved  that  the  memorial  of 
M.  Garanger,  having  heen  presented  to  the  Senate 
at  too  late  a  period  to  he  acted  upon,  be  postponed 
to  the  next  session  of  the  Senate,  anci  recommlsnd- 
ed  to  their  attention. 


A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House,  having  fin- 
ished the  business  before  them,  are  about  to  adjourn 
without  day. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  Elxecutive  busineas. 

The  Senate,  then,  resuming  Legislative  busi- 
ness, adjourned  without  day. 
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SENATOR  C^  THE  UNITED  STATES* 


FOR  MISDEMEANOR. 


[tt^  All  the  proceedings  which  took  place,  in  either  House  of  Congress,  preliminary  to  this  trial 
ore  the  Senate,  will  be  found  under  their  proper  dates  in  the  body  of  the  work.] 


December  17,  1798. 

On  this  day  the  Senate  formed  itself  into  a 
High  Court  of  Impeachment,  in  the  manner 
dilicted  by  the  Constitution,  and  the  oath  pre- 
^ribed  was  administered  to  tne  Senators  present 
The  process  issued  on  the  Ist  of  March  last, 
against  William  Blount,  together  with  the  return 
made  thereon,  was  read,  and  the  return  wm 
sworn  to  as  follows: 

James  Mathers,  Sergeant-at^Arms  of  the  Senate  of 
the  United  States,  maketh  oath,  that,  in  obedience  to 
the  within  summons,  he  did  repair  to  the  usual  place  of 
residence  of  the  within  named  William  Blount,  at 
KhozTille,  in  the  State  of  Tennessee,  and  on  the  27th 
day  of  Angost,  in  the  present  year,  did  then  leave  a 
trae  copy  c^  the  said  wnt  of  summons,  and  of  the  Arti- 
cles of  udpeaehment  annexed,  with  the  wife  of  the  said 
William  Blount,  he  not  being  to  be  found ;  and  that,  on 
the  next  day,  meeting  with  the  said  William  Blount,  at 
the  Blue  Springs,  the  deponent  showed  and  read  the 
said  original  writ  to  the  said  William  Blount,  and  in- 
formed him  that  he  had  left  a  copy  at  the  usual  place 
of  hie  reodence.  JAMES  MATHERS. 

The  doors  of  the  Court  were  then  opened  by 
order  of  the  PRBsinBifT.and  by  his  order  the  Ser- 
ffeant-at-Arms  called  tne  said  William  Blount 
three  several  times,  in  the  words  following,  to  ap- 
pear and  answer : 

«Hearye!  Hear  ye!  Hear  ye! 

«  William  Blount,  late  a  Senator  from  the  State  of 
Tennessee,  come  forward  and  answer  the  Articles  of 
Impeachment  exhibited  against  you  by  the  House  of 
RepresentatiTes.'' 

William  BlouDt  not  appearing,  tbe  Court  ad 
journed  till  twelve  o'clock  to-morrow. 


On  motion  of  Mr.  Harper,  (in  the  absence  of 
Mr.  Bayard,  the  Chairman,)  m  behalf  of  the 
Managers,  that  further  time  be  allowed  them  to 
prepare  their  proceedings  in  the  case,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  they  have  time  till  Monday 
next,  at  twelre  o'clock,  for  that  purpose. 

Tne  Court  adjourned  till  that  time. 


December  18. 

The  President  communicated  a  letter,  signed 
"  Jared  IngersoU  and  A.  J.  Dallas,"  praying  to  be 
admitted  to  appear  as  counsel  for  tne  defendant. 
It  was  accordingly  so  ordered,  and  that  the  House 
of  Representatives  be  informed  thereof. 

The  Managers,  on  the  part  of  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives, ana  the  defendant's  counsel,  appear- 
ed at  the  bar. 


December  24. 
The  Managers  and  Counsel  attended  as  on  the 
18th  instant. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Harper,  in  behalf  of  the 
Managers,  that  the  counsel  exhibit  and  file  the 
power,  or  powers,  by  which  they  are  authorised 
to  appear  in  behalf  of  William  Blount,  and  that 
the  Managers  be  furnished  with  a  copjr  thereof. 

Mr.  Dallas,  one  of  the  counsel,  exhibited  sundry 
letters  to  the  President,  which,  he  alleged,  con- 
tained the  powers,  and  also  the  confidential  in- 
structions of  Mr.  Blount  to  his  counsel. 

The  Court  was  cleared  in  order  to  take  into 
consideration  the  motion  made  by  the  Managers 
of  the  Impeachment ;  and,  on  the  motion  that  it 
be  ruled, 

^  That  the  Court  having,  on  the  18th  day  of  the 
present  month,  admitted  Jued  IngersoU  and  A.  J.  Bal- 
ks, Esauirest  to  appear  and  plead  for  William  Blount, 
to  the  impeachment  now  pending  against  him ;  and 
the  Court  having  then  been  satisfied  that  the  said  coun- 
sel were  duty  authorized  to  appear  for  the  said  William 
Blount,  are  of  opinion  that  it  is  not  necessary  that  any 
warrant  of  attorney,  or  other  written  authori^,  be  now 
filed  in  this  Court  i"^' 

It  was  determined  in  the  affirmative— 20  to  2. 

The  Managers  and  Counsel  being  again  admit- 
ted, the  President  stated  to  them  the  opinion  of 
the  Court  on  the  motion  of  the  Managers,  and 
returned  to  Mr.  Dallas  the  letters  by  him  exhibited, 
unopened. 

Tne  President  then  asked  the  Managers  if 
they  had  further  motion  to  make,  prior  to  permis- 
sion to  the  counsel  for  the  defenaant  to  file  a  plea 
on  his  behalf? 

To  which  the  Managers  replied  in  the  nega- 
tive. 

Whereupon  the  President  notified  to  the  oouo* 
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sel  that  they  were  permitted  to  file  their  plea, 
which  was  done  by  Mr.  Ingersoll,  and  read  by  the 
Secretary,  as  follows : 

'*  UiriTBD  States  iw.  William  Blouitt. 
^  Upon  Impeachment  of  the  House  of  Representathres 
of  the  United  States,  of  high  crimes  and  misdemea- 
nors. 

« Iw  Sbvats  or  THB  UiriTBD  Sta^bes,  Dee,  34,  1798. 
"  The  aforesaid  William  Blount,  saying  and  reserv- 
ing to  himself  all  exceptions  to  the  imperfections  and 
uncertainty  of  the  articles  of  impeachment,  by  Jared 
IngersoU  and  A.  J.  Dallas,  his  attorneys,  comes  and 
dflimds  the  force  and  injury,  and  says,  that  he,  to  the 
said  articles  of  impeadiment  preferred  against  him  by 
the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United   States, 
ought  not  to  be  compelled  to  answer,  because  he  says 
that  the  eighth  article  of  certain  amendments  of  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  having  been  ratified 
by  nine  States,  after  the  same  was,  in  a  Constitutional 
manner,  proposed  to  the  consideration  of  the  several 
States  in  the  Union,  is  of  equal  obligation  with  the 
original  Constitution,  and  now  forms  a  part  thereof, 
and  that  by  the  same  article  it  is  declared  and  provided, 
that  'In  all  criminal  prosecutions,  the  accused  shall 
enjoy  the  right  to  a  speedy  and  public  trial,  by  an  im- 
partial jury  of  the  State  and  district  wherein  the  crime 
shall  lukve  been  committed,  which  district  shall  have 
been  previously  ascertained  by  law,  and  to  be  informed 
of  the  nature  and  cause  of  the  accusation,  to  be  con- 
firoDted  with  the  witnesses  against  him,  to  have  com- 
pulsory process  for  obtaining  witnesses  in  his  favor, 
and  to  have  the  assistance  of  counsel  for  his  defence.' 
**  That  proceedings  by  impeachment  are  provided  and 
permitted  by  the  Constitutioii  of  the  United  States, 
only  on  charges  of  bribery,  treason,  and  other  high 
crimes  and  misdemeanors,  alleged  to  have  been  com- 
mitted by  the  President,  Vice  President,  and  other  civil 
officers  of  the  United  States,  in  the  execution  of  their 
offices  held  under  the  United  States,  as  appears  by  the 
fourth  section  of  the  second  article,  and  by  the  seventh 
clause  of  the  third  section  of  the  first  article,  and  other 
articles,  and  clauses  contained  in  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States. 

**  That  although  true  it  is,  that  he,  the  said  William 
Blount,  was  a  Senator  of  the  United  States,  from  the 
State  of  Tennessee,  at  the  several  periods  in  the  said 
artkies  of  impeachment  referred  to  ;  yet,  that  he,  the 
said  William,  is  not  now  a  Senator,  and  is  not,  nor  was 
at  the  several  periods,  so  as  aforesaid  referred  to,  an 
offieer  of  the  United  States ;  nor  is  he,  the  said  William, 
in  and  by  the  said  articles,  charged  wiUi  having  com- 
mitted any  crime  or  misdemeanor,  in  the  execution  of 
any  dvil  office  held  under  the  United  States,  or  with 
any  malconduct  in  civil  office,  or  abuse  of  any  public 
trust>  in  the  execution  thereof. 

"  That  the  Courts  of  Comntkon  Law,  of  a  criminal 
jurisdiction,  of  the  States,  wherein  the  offences  in  the 
said  articles  recited  are  said  to  have  been  committed, 
as  well  as  those  of  the  United  States,  are  competent  to 
the  cognisance,  prosecution,  and  punishment,  of  the 
said  crimes  and  misdemeanors,  if  the  same  have  been 
peipetrated,  as  is  suggested  and  charged  by  the  said 
articles,  which,  however,  he  utterly  denies.  All  which 
the  said  William  is  ready  to  verify,  and  prays  judgment 
whether  this  High  Court  will  have  further  cognisance 
of  this  suit,  and  of  the  said  impeadiment,  and  whether 
he,  the  said  William,  to  the  said  articles  of  .impeach- 
ment, so  as  aforesaid  preferred  by  the  House  of  Repre- 


sentatives of  the  United  States,  ought  to  be  compelled 
to  answer.  «  JARED  INGERSOLL. 

'•A.  J.  DALLAS." 

On  request  of  Mr.  Harper,  in  behalf  of  the 
Managers,  that  they  be  allowed  a  further  delay,  to 
wit:  until  Thursday  sennight,  to  file  their  replica- 
tion, it  was  allowed,  and  the  Court  adjoorned  to 
that  time. . 


January  3,  1799. 

The  Court  being  opened,  and  the  Managers  and 
counsel  being  present, 

Mr.  Bayard,  Chairman  of  the  Managers,  in  be- 
half of  the  House  of  Representatives,  offered  a  re- 
plication, which  was  read  by  the  Secretary  as 
follows: 

The  replication  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  States,  in  their  own  behalf  and,  also,  in  the 
name  of  the  people  of  the  United  States,  to  the  plea 
of  William  Blount  to  the  jurisdictiiiii  of  theSeoatoot 
the  United  States,  to  try  the  Articles  of  In^MachmsBt 
exhibited  by  them  to  the  Senate  against  theaaid  Wi- 
liam  Blount : 

The  House  of  Represeotattves  ^  the  Uidted  Statei^ 
prosecuting,  on  behalf  of  tiiemselves  and  the  people  of 
the  United  States,  the  Articles  of  Impeachment  exhibited 
b}r  them  to  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  against  dM 
said  William  Blount*  reply  to  the  plea  of  the  said  Wiliim 
Blount,  and  say,  that  the  matters  alleged  in  the  said  pIsa 
are  not  sufficient  to  exempt  the  said  WBliam  Bleul 
from  answering  the  said  Articles  of  Impeadiment  be* 
cause,  they  say  that,  by  the  Gonstitntion  of  the  Unitei 
States,  the  House  of  Representatives  had  power  to  preier 
the  said  Articles  of  Impeachment,  and  that  the  Ssuls 
have  full  and  the  sole  power  to  ti^  the  same.  Whsn- 
fore,  they  demand  that  the  plea  aforesaid,  of  theaaid  Wil- 
liam Blount,  be  not  allowed,  but  that  the  said  Williui  * 
Blount  be  conqpeUed  to  answer  the  said  AxtkleB  of  Im- 
peachm^t 
Signed  by  order*  and  in  behalf  of  the  House. 

JONATHAN  DAYTON,  S^peaher^ 
Attest:  Joir.  W.  CoirnT,  Clerk, 

Mr.  Inoersoll,  counsel  for  the  defendant,  there- 
upon presented  a  rejoinder,  which  was  read  bf 
the  Secretary,  as  follows: 

UiriTSD  StATSS  V9.  WiLLIAX   BlOUHT. 

hi  the  SenaU  of  the  United  States. 

And  the  aforesaid  William  Blount,  by  Jared  Inger- 
soU and  Alexander  J.  Dallas,  his  attorneys,  8^y%  dut 
the  matter  by  him  before  alleged,  which  he  is  feiniy  to 
verify,  is  sufficient  reason  in  law  to  show  that  this  Court 
ought  not  to  hold  jurisdiction  of  the  said  impeachmeot^ 
and  the  articles  therein  set  forth  ;  which  said  matter  so 
as  aforesaid  by  him  alleged,  the  said  House  of  Rspie- 
sentatives  not  having  denied  or  made  answer  thereto^  bt 
prays  the  judgment  of  this  honorable  Court,  wbetbtf 
they  will  hold  further  jurisdiction  of  the  said  impeach* 
ment,  or  take  cognizance  thereof  and  whether  the  Slid 
William  Blount  shall  make  further  answer  thereto. 
JARED  INGERSOLL. 
A.  J.  DALLAS. 

Javvabt  d,  1799. 

Mr.  Bayard,  the  Chairman,  having  communiea' 
ted  with  Mr.  IngersoU,  the  leading  codnsel  for  the 
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defendant,  it  was  agreed  between  them,  that  the 
Managers  should  proceed  in  the  argument  first  on 
the  part  of  the  prosecution,  and  that  the  right 
40  reply  should  belong  to  the  Managers :  where- 
upon, 
Mr.  BAYARn  rose,  and  proceeded  as  follows : 
Mr.  President :  The  House  of  Representatiyes 
-  being  in  possession  of  evidence  of  a  nature  to  con- 
vince them  that  William  Blount,  late  a  Senator 
of  the  United  States,  has  been  guilty  of  high 
-crimes  and  misdemeanors,  conceived  it  to  be  their 
Constitutiooal  duty,  by  exhibiting  to  the  Senate 
articles  of  impeachtment  against  him.  to  demand 
Justice  in  the  name  and  on  the  behalf  of  the  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States.  To  the  articles  which 
have  been  preferred,  the  party  impeached  has  ap- 
peared ;  but,  instead  of  answering  them^  has 
{beaded  that  the  Senate  has  not  jurisdiction  to 
try  the  matters  which  thej  contain.  The  House 
of  Representatives  have  replied  that  the  plea  is 
insufficient,  and  have  demanded  that  the  party  be 
compelled  to  answer  the  articles.  The  point, 
therefore,  upon  which  we  are  now  at  issue,  and 
which  is  to  be  the  subject  of  discussion,  is,  whe- 
ther the  Senate  has  cognizance,  in  this  case,  of 
the  matters  which  are  charged  in  the  articles  of 
impeachment  1  In  the  observations  which  I  have 
to  submit  upon  the  point  in  controversy,  I  shall 
'Certainly  avoid  everjrthing  of  a  declamatory  na- 
ture, as  equally  unsuitable  to  the  gravity  and  wis- 
dom of  this  honorable  body,  as  to  the  dignity  of 
that  which,  as  one  of  the  Managers,  I  represent. 

Haviujgr  examined  the  plea,  tne  first  obiection 
to  jurisdiction  which  I  find  relied  on,  is  derived 
from  an  amendment  to  the  Constitution,  which 
provider  that,  "  In  all  criminal  prosecutions,  the 
accused  shall  enjoy  the  rijg^ht  to  a  speedy  and  pub- 
lic trial,  by  an  impartial  jury  of  the  State  and  dis- 
trict wherein  the  crime  shall  have  been  commit- 
ted ;  which  district  shall  have  been  previously  as- 
certained by  law ;  and  to  be  informed  of  the  na- 
ture and  cause  of  the  accusation ;  to  be  confront- 
ed with  the  witnesses  in  his  &vor ;  and  to  have 
tbe  assistance  of  counsel  for  his  defence.'' 

I  should  conceive  it  a  sufficient  answer  to  the 
objection  urged  upon  the  ground  of  this  amend- 
aaent,  to  say  that,  whatever  validity  it  may  have, 
as  regards  the  mode  of  trial,  it  certainly  has  no 
applicaticm  to  the  point  of  jurisdiction.  The  ut- 
most latitude  to  wnich  the  provision  could  be  ex- 
tended, would  only  be  that  a  jury  to  try  the  facts 
in  issue,  should  be  brought  from  the  district  in 
which  it  is  alleged  that  the  offence  was  commit- 
ted. But  before  there  can  be  anything  for  a  jury 
to  try,  the  articles  must  be  answered,  tne  facts  put 
in  issue,  and  then  the  question  might  be  proper, 
whether  this  Court  were  bound  to  award  a  pro- 
cess in  nature  of  a  venire  facias,  to  bring  a  jury 
to  the  bar.  But  surely,  sir,  were  I  to  admit  that 
it  belonged  to  a  jury  to  try  the  facts  which  may 
be  disputed  on  the  occasion,  instead  of  being  a 
ground  to  exempt  the  party  from  answering  the 
articles,  it  would  be  a  weighty  reason  to  prove 
that  the  articles  ought  to  be  answered  for  the  pur- 
pose or  forming  the  issues  which  alone  could  be 
objects  of  a  trial  by  jury» 


If,  sir,  the  objection  went  to  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  Senate,  there  would  be  an  end  of  iu  judicial 
character.  For,  as  the  Senate  has  judicial  cogni- 
zance only  in  the  case  of  impeachment,  if  the  ' 
right  by  jury  be  a  reason  why  no  proceedings  can 
be  had  before  them  upon  articles  of  impeachment, 
it  must  necessarily  follow  that  the  whole  of  their 
judicial  authority  is  abolished;  by  which  an 
important  feature  of  their  original  Constitutional 
character  is  obliterated.  But,  sir,  it  is  too  much 
to  say.  when,  in  the  2d  section  of  the  1st  article 
of  the  Constitution,  we  find  a  power  to  impeach 
expresdy  given  to  the  House  or  Representatives, 
and  in  the  3d  section  of  the  same  article,  a  power 
to  try  all  impeachments  ea^pressly  vested  in  the 
Senate,  and  when  we  find  in  other  parts  of  the 
Constitution  numerous  provisions  on  the  subject 
of  impeachment,  that  all  this  should  be  done  away 
by  a  doubtful  inference  as  to  the  intention  of  an 
amendment,  the  words  and  object  of  which  are 
completely  satisfied  without  such  an  operation. 
Sir,  it  is  extremely  evident  that  the  amendment 
was  solely  desired  to  secure  the  trial  by  jury  in 
criminal  prosecutions  in  the  courts  of  law,  and  that 
it  never  entered  into  the  view  of  those  who  framed 
it,  that  it  should  produce  an  innovation  of  the  Con- 
stitution, so  importont  as  the  abolition  of  a  pro- 
ceeding of  the  nrst  political  necessity  for  the  pon- 
ishment  of  great  offenders,  and  the  security  of  the 
nation.  But.  sir,  are  they  who  say  the  amend- 
ment has  sucn  an  extent  sensible  of  a  consequeAce 
which  must  follow  in  regard  of  another  proceed- 
ing equally  suited  to  its  object  1  If  the  amend- 
ment is  to  operate  to  the  extreme  latitude  of  its 
words,  as  the  trials  before  our  courts  martial  are 
of  a  criminal  nature,  it  must  happen  that  persoas 
accused  before  such  courts  will  be  entitled  to  a 
trial  by  jury.  And  when  this  does  happen,  there 
must  certainly  be  an  end  of  discipline  in  the  army 
and  navy.  Sir,  for  my  part  I  can  see  no  difficulty 
in  the  subject. 

The  amendment  is  a  jMirt  of  the  Constitution, 
and  as  it  now  stands,  it  is  the  same  thing  as  if 
it  originally  had  heen  made  a  part  of  it  U  such 
had  been  the  case,  what  doubt  could  there  lore 
been  as  to  the  construction  of  the  instrumenlt  ? 
In  one  part  of  it  we  find  a  general  provision, 
securing  the  trial  by  jury  in  all  criminal  prosecu- 
tions, and  in  another  part,  the  2d  section  of  the  3d 
article,  an  express  exception  of  the  trial  by  iury 
in  cases  of  impeachment  It  is^  therefore,  plain, 
that  though  it  was  the  intention  to  establish  it  as 
the  general  rule,  that,  on  criminal  prosecutions, 
the  trial  should  be  by  jury,  yet  that  exceptions  to 
the  rule  were  designed  to  be  allowed  in  the  caaes 
of  impeachment  and  of  courts  martial. 

If  the  trial  by  jury  were  annexed  to  the  juris- 
diction of  the  Senate,  it  does  not  appear  to  me 
that  it  would  abridge,  as  some  may  imagine,  the 
power  of  the  body,  but,  on  the  contrary,  would 
mcrease  it. 

By  the  Constitution,  no  man  can  be  conrieted 
by  the  Senate  without  the  concurrence  of  two- 
thirds  of  the  members  present ;  but  if  the  power 
of  conviction  be  attrib«ted  to  a  jury,  it  mi»t  re- 
sult that  judgment  of  removal  from  office  and 
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disqualification  may  be  given  b)r  a  majority. .  Nay, 
sir,  I  think  there  is  some  question,  if  this  amend- 
ment is  to  introduce  a  jury  into  the  constitution 
of  this  Court,  that  as  it  appears  they  may  convict 
generally  of  the  ofience,  that  this  Court  might 
pass  a  general  judgment  to  the  extent  of  statute 
or  common  law  punbhment. 

I  have  but  one  observation  more  to  make  on 
this  point,  which  is,  that  impeachment  is  a  pro- 
ceedmg  purely  of  a  political  nature.  It  is  not  so 
much  designed  to  punish  an  offender  as  to  secure 
the  State.  It  touches  neither  his  person  nor  his 
property,  but  simply  divests  him  of  his  political 
capacity.  It  would  therefore  seem,  from  the 
nature  of  this  body,  that  they  were  peculiarly  and 
exclusively  the  proper  tribunal  to  try  impeach- 
ments. 

I  shall  now  proceed  to  the  discussion  of  another 
point,  arising  out  of  the  plea  of  the  party  im-. 
peached,  embarrassed,  I  confess,  with  more  diffi- 
culties tnan  the  one  which  I  have  been  employed 
in  considering.  The  plea  alleges,  that  William 
Blount^  at  the  time  or  the  act  done,  charged  in 
the  articles  of  impeachment,  was  a  Senator  of  the 
United  States ',  that  a  Senator  is  not  an  officer  of 
the  United  States,  and  that  no  persons  but  the 
President,  Vice  President,  and  civil  officei:s,  are 
liable,  by  the  Constitution,  to  impeachment.  In 
answer  to  this  objection  we  submit  two  points : 

1.  That  all  persons,  without  the  supposed  limit- 
ation^re  liable  to  impeachment. 

2.  That  in  order  to  carry  into  effect  the  general 
intent  of  the  Constitution,  a  Senator  must  be  con- 
sidered as  a  civil  officer. 

It  will  be  found,  sir,  upon  an  examination  of 
the  Constitution,  that  in  no  place  are  the  cases 
defined,  or  the  persons  described,  which  were  de- 
signed as  the  objects  of  impeachment.  I  will  beg 
the  liberty  of  stating  all  the  provisions  which 
have  been  made  on  the  subject  The  last  clause 
of  the  2d  section  of  the  1st  article  vests  the  power 
of  impeaching  in  the  House  of  Representatives. 
The  fihh  clause  of  the  3d  section  or  the  1st  arti- 
cle gives  the  cognizance  of  impeachments  to  the 
Senate.  In  the  same  article  and  section,  the  6th 
clause,  the  punishment  on  conviction  is  defined. 
The  2d  section  of  the  2d  article  takes  from  the 
President  the  power  of  pardoning,  and  the  4th 
section  of  the  2d  article  provides,  that  certain 
officers  on  conviction  shall  be  removed  from  office. 
These,  sir,  I  believe,  are  the  only  material  provi- 
sions to  be  discovered  on  this  subject  in  the  Con- 
stitution. And  it  is  very  evident,  that  in  none  of 
these  does  an  intention  appear  to  declare  in  what 
cases  an  impeachment  shall  be  sustained,  or  to 
what  persons  it  shall  be  confined. 

On  this  subject^  the  Convention  proceeded  in 
the  same  manner  it  is  manifest  they  did  in  many 
other  cases.  They  considered  the  object  of  their 
legislation  as  a  known  thin^,  having  a  previous 
dSnite  existence.  Thus  existing,  their  work  was 
solely  to  mould  it  into  a  suitable  shape.  They 
have  given  it  to  us,  not  as  a  thinff  of  their  crea- 
tion, but  merely  of  their  modification.  And, 
therefore,  I  shall  insist,  that  it  remains  as  at  com- 
mon law,  with  the  variance  only  of  the  positive  | 


provisions  of  the  Constitution.  The  same  princi> 
pie  is  scattered  in  every  part  of  the  Constitution. 
Were  we  to  rely  solely  on  the  details  of  the  in- 
strument itself,  we  should  be  incapable  of  under- 
standing and  executing  the  greater  part  of  its  regu- 
lations. That  law  was  familiar  to  all  those  who 
framed  the  Constitution.  Its  Institutions  fur- 
nished the  principles  of  jurisprudence  in  most  of' 
the  States.  It  was  the  only  common  language 
intelligible  to  the  members  of  the  Convention.  It 
was  a  work  too  great  for  them  not  only  to  form  a 
Constitution  of  Government,  but  also  a  code  of 
municipal  law.  The  members  of  the  South  would 
never  have  agreed  to  receive  the  local  institutions 
of  the  North,  as  the  common  law  of  the  States. 
But  the  first  source  from  which  all  the  Colonies 
originally  derived  the  principles  of  their  law,  was 
the  only  point  of  resort  to  which  it  could  be  ex- 
pected that  all  would  have  recourse.  We  accord- 
ingly find  many  terms  which  cannot  be  under- 
stood, and  many  regulations  which  cannot  be  exe- 
cuted without  the  aid  of  the  common  law  of 
England.  Thus,  it  is  said,  in  the  sixth  section  of 
the  1st  article,  that  the  members  of  both  Hooses 
shall  be  privileged  from  arrest  except  in  cases  of 
treason,  felony,  and  breach  of  the  peace.  When 
we  inquire  what  is  meant  by  felony  and  breach  of 
the  peace,  the  Constitution  is  silent.  Again,  in 
the  second  clause  of  the  9th  section  of  the  1st  arti- 
cle, it  is  said  that  the  privilege  of  the  writ  of 
habeas  corpus  shall  not  be  suspended,  unless  when, 
in  cases  of  rebellion  or  invasion,  the  public  safety 
may  require  it.  But  the  same  instrument  has  not 
given  us  the  form  of  the  writ,  nor  defined  the 
cases  to  which  its  relief  shall  extend,  nor,  in  short, 
prescribed  any  of  the  proceedings  which  relate  to 
Its  execution.  In  the  third  clause  of  the  same 
section  and  article,  it  is  ordained,  that  no  bill  of 
attainder  shall  be  passed,  but  there  is  nothing 
which  attends  it  which  would  enable  us  to  com- 
prehend the  restriction.  In  the  4sh  section  of  the 
second  article,  it  is  provided,  that  the  President, 
Vice  President,  and  all  civil  officers,  shall  be  re- 
moved from  office  on  impeachment  for  and  con- 
viction of  treason,  bribery,  and  other  high  crimes 
and  misdemeanors. 

The  Constitution  has  defined  treason.  The 
abuses  of  the  term  at  different  periods  of  the  Eng- 
lish history  was  the  inducement  to  fix  its  meaning 
and  extent.  This  circumstance  stronffly  indicates 
the  law  they  had  in  view ;  to  the  obscurity  and 
latitude  whereof  they  were  unwillinj^  to  commit 
the  crime  of  treason,  but  to  the  certainty  of  which 
they  were  satisfied  to  leave  the  offence  of  bribery 
and  other  high  crimes  and  misdemeanors. 

The  third  clause  of  the  2d  session  of  the  3d 
article  speaks  of  a  trial  by  jury,  but  the  number 
which  composes  the  jury,  and  the  unanimity  on 
which  the  verdict  is  founded,  are  not  prescribcMl. 
The  first  clause  of  the  3d  section  of  the  same  arti- 
cle uses  the  terms  avert  act,  without  dining  them. 
The  second  clause  of  the  same  section  declares 
that  attainder  shall  not  work  corruption  of  blood. 
Surelv,  sir,  it  is  in  the  common  law  alone^at  we 
find  that  corruption  means  the  extinctionor  the 
heritable  quality  of  blood.  I  sImiII  HouUe  the  hon- 
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orable  Cpart  with  but  one  more  instance  of  the 
^  principle  for  which  I  am  contending.  It  is  in  the 
2d  section  of  the  4th  article,  where  it  is  provided, 
that  the  citizens  of  each  State  shall  be  entitled  to 
all  pTwUeges  and  imnvunitiea  of  citizens  in  the 
several  States.  Upon  these  words  I  have  known 
a  controversy  in  a  court  of  law  as  to  their  extent. 
And  the  limits  which  were  set  to  them  by  the 
judgment  of  the  Court  were  drawn  from  their 
import  in  the  books  of  common  law. 

The  cases  which  I  have  cited,  I  humbly  submit, 
abundantly  prove  the  •proposition  with  which  1 
set  out,  that  where  the  Uonstitution  has  given  us 
terms  which  it  does  not  explain,  or  directed  pro- 
ceeding^ which  it  has  not  defined,  and  where  it 
is  plain  that  the  regulation  was  viewed  as  pre- 
viously existing,  and  designed  simply  to  be  modi- 
fied, in  such  eases,  we  must  have  recourse  to  the 
common  law,  in  order  to  ascertain  the  original 
nature  of  the  subject  which  is  necessarily^  adopted 
in  the  Constitution,  in  consequence  of  bemg  made 
an  object  of  its  provisions.  Such,  sir,  as  I  have 
described,  is  our  situation  upon  the  present  subject. 

The  Constitution  has  said  who  shall  have  the 
power  to  impeach  and  who  of  trying  impeach- 
ments. It  has  also  limited  the  extent  of  the  pun- 
ishment But  it  has  not  described  the  persons  who 
shall  be  the  objects  of  impeachment,  nor  defined 
the  cases  to  which  the  remedy  shall  be  confined. 
We  cannot  do  otherwise,  therefore,  than  presume, 
that  upon  these  points,  we  are  designedly  left  to 
the  reffolations  of  the  common  law.  Sir,  in  the 
very  threshold,  has  not  this  law  given  us  the 
foundation  upon  which  we  stand?  Where  have 
we  looked  for  the  form  of  the  pleadings,  which 
has  brought  the  present  Question  before  the  Court? 
And  if,  sir,  a  question  or  evidence  should  arise,  as 
happened  upon  a  former  occasion,  should  we  hesi- 
tate as  to  the  law  which  ought  to  determine  its 
eonspetency  ?  If  we  were  asked,  whether  a  greater 
looseness  in  pleadings  on  impotchment  were  not 
allowed,  than  in  suits  at  law,  we  should  answer  in 
the  affirmative;  and  if  it  were  inquired,  whether 
the  rules  of  evidence  were  more  lax,  we  should 
answer  in  the  negative;  and  in  such  opinions,  I 
trust,  we  should  not  be  contradicted  by  the  learned 
counsel  of  the  party  impeached,  and  yet,  sir.  the 
opinions  could  alone  be  collected  from  the  rules 
of  the  common  law. 

It  is,  perhaps,  worthy  of  observation,  that  even 
as  it  regards  those  persons  who  are  clearly  liable 
to  impeachment,  there  is  no  direct  provision  which 
subjects  them  to  it.  Thus,  in  the  4th  section  of 
the  2d  article,  which  has  the  closest  connexion 
with  the  point,  it  has  not  said  that  the  President, 
Vice  President,  and  civil  officers,  shall  be  liable 
to  impeachment;  but,  taking  it  for  granted  that 
they  were  liable  at  common  law,  has  introduced 
an  imperative  provision  as  to  their  remo?al  upon 
conviction  of  certain  crimes. 

The  question,  therefore,  is,  what  persons,  for 
what  offences,  are  liable  to  be  impeached  at  com- 
mon law?  And  I  am  confident,  as  to  this  point, 
the  learning  and  liberality  of  the  counsel  will  save 
me  tjufk  trouble  of  argument,  or  the  citation  of 
authorities,  to  establish  the  position,  that  the  ques- 


tion of  impeachability  is  a  question  of  discretion 
only,  with  the  Commons  and  Lords.  Not  that  I 
mean  to  insist,  that  the  Lords  have  legal  cogni- 
zance of  a  char^re  of  a  capital  crime  against  a 
commoner,  but  simply  that  all  the  King?s  subjects 
are  liable  to  be  impeached  by  the  Commons,  and 
tried  by  the  Lords,  upon  char^  of  high  crimes  and 
misdemeanors.  And  this,  sir,  goes  to  the  extent 
of  the  articles  exhibited  against  William  Blount. 
And  for  my  part,  I  do  not  conceive  it  would  have 
been  sound  policy  to  have  laid  any  restriction  as 
to  person  upon  the  power  of  impeaching. 

It  is  not  difficult  to  imagine  a  case  in  which  the 
punishment  it  imposes  would  be  the  most  suitable 
which  could  be  infiicted.  Let  us  suppose,  that  a 
citizen  not  in  office,  but  possessed  of  extensive  in* 
fluence^  arising  from  popular  arts,  from  wealth  or 
connexions,  actuated  by  strong  ambition,  and  as- 
piiingto  the  first  place  in  the  (Government,  should 
conspire  with  the  disaffected  of  our  own  country, 
or  with  foreign  intriguers,  by  ille^  artifice,  cor- 
ruption, or  force,  to  place  himself  in  the  Presiden- 
tial Chair,  I  would  ask,  in  such  a  case,  what  pun- 
ishment would  be  more  likely  to  quell  a  spirit  of 
that  description,  than  absolute  and  perpetual  dis- 
qualification for  any  office  of  trust,  honor,  or  profit, 
under  the  Government;  and  what  punishment 
could  be  better  calculated  to  secure  the  peace  and 
safety  of  the  State  from  the  repetition  ot  the  same 
offence  ? 

Upon  this  point,  I  have  nothing  further  to  urjg^e, 
but  shall  proceed  to  support  the  second  point, 
which  I  stated,  that  supjwsing  the  power  of  im« 
peachment  limited  by  the  Constitution,  to  the 
President,  Vice  President  and  civil  officers,  "in 
order  to  carry  into  effect  tne  general  intent  of  the 
Constitution,  a  Senator  must  be  considered  as  a 
civil  officer." 

Sir,  it  is  extremely  strange  to  say,  that  a  Sena- 
tor, who  participates  in  all  the  general  powers  of 
the  €k)vernment,  is  not  an  officer.  We  see  him 
acting  as  a  LegisUtor,  an  Executive  Magistrate, 
and  a  Judge,  and  yet  we  are  told  he  is  not  an 
officer.  May  I  ask,  what  an  office  is?  I  have 
ever  understood  it  to  mean  the  exercise  of  some 
authority.  It  is  not  material  whether  the  authority 
be  public  or  private;  the  only  consequence  would 
be,  that  the  office  would  follow  the  nature  of  the 
authority.  In  common  parlance,  there  could  be 
no  doubt  but  that  a  Senator  whose  public  func- 
tions  reach  every  authority  or  Gk>vernment,  would 
emphatically  be  considered  as  an  officer.  And  I 
consider  myself  warranted  in  saying,  that  the  leffal 
intendment  of  the  word  office  does  not  materiiuly 
vary  from  its  received  meaning  in  ordinary  speech. 
It  is  in  my  power  to  show  that  it  has  legislatively 
been  used  to  comprehend  the  members  of  a  Rep- 
resentative and  Legislative  body.  And  for  this 
purpose,  I  will  refer  the  honorable  Court  to  an 
ordinance  of  Congress,  passed  the  13th  of  July, 
1787,  to  be  found  in  the  12th  volume  of  the  Jour- 
nals of  Congress,  VA^e  88;  the  object  of  the  ordi- 
nance was,  to  establish  a  Gk>vemment  northwest 
of  the  river  Ohio.  I  shall  be  excused  for  reading 
some  passages. 

"  The  Representatives  thus  elected,  shall  serve 
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for  the  term  of  two  years ;  and  in  case  of  the  death 
of  a  Representative,  or  removal  from  office,  the 
GioverDor  shall  issue  a  writ,"  &c. 

Aeain, :'  The  General  Assembly,  or  Legislature, 
shall  consist  of  the  Governor,  Legislative  Council, 
And  a  Hou^  of  Representatives.  The  Legislative 
Council  shall  consist  of  five  members,  to  continue 
in  office  five  years,  unless  sooner  removed  by  Con- 
gress; anv  three  of  whom  to  be  a  quorum:  and 
the  members  of  the  Council  shall  be  nominated 
And  appointed  in  the  following  manner,  to  wit : 
As  soon  as  Representatives  shall  be  elected,  the 
Oovernor  shall  appoint  a  time  and  place  for  tnem 
to  meet  together,  and  when  met,  they  shall  nomi- 
nate ten  persons^  residents  in  the  district,  and  each 
possessed  of  a  freehold  in  five  hundred  acres  of 
land,  and  return  their  names  to  Congress;  five  of 
whom  Congress  shall  appoint  and  commission  to 
serve  as  aforesaid;  and  whenever  a  vacancy  i^aU 
happen  in  the  Council  by  death  or  removal  from 
office^  the  House  of  Representatives  shall  nomi- 
nate two  persons  qualified  as  aforesaid,  for  each 
vacancy,  and  return  their  names  to  Congress,"  &c^ 

In  page  ei^ghtyr-nine,  it  is  said,  **The  Governor 
Judges,  Legislative  Council,  Secretary,  and  such 
other  officers  as  Congress  shall  appoint  in  the  dis- 
trict, shall  take  an  oath  or  aflSrmation  of  fidelity, 
and  ofoffice^^  Ac. 

This  exposition  of  the  word  office  is  cotempo- 
rary  with  the  use  of  it  in  t|ie  Convention.  On 
the  day  that  ordinance  passed,  the  Convention 
were  sitting  in  this  city.  And  when  we  reflect, 
sir,  that  both  those  bodies  were  composed  of  mem- 
bers from  the  several  States,  all  appointed  in  the 
same  manner,  by  the  Legislatures  of  the  States, 
and  that  both  were  employed  upon  the  same  sub- 
ject of  forming  a  Government,  I  apprehend  that 
the  sense  in  which  an  important  term  is  used  by 
the  one  body,  may  properly  be  allowed  to  be 
strong  evidence  of  the  meanmg  attached  to  it  by 
the  ouier.  I  have  further  proofin  this  case,  of  the 
extent  to  which  this  word  was  supposed  to  reach 
at  the  epoch  referred  to,  which,  nowever,  is  per- 
haps, more  curious  than  authoritative.  Sir,  it  is 
remarkable,  that  the  party  impeached,  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Congress  which  passed  tne  ordinance 
which  I  have  cited,  and  that  nis  assent  to  it  stands 
recorded.*  He  was  then  acting  under  the  solemn 
obligation  of  a  Legislator ;  his  opinion  was  proba- 
bly the  result  of  a  disinterested  and  unbiasedjudg- 
ment;  but  now,  when  his  crimes  have  subiected 
liim  to  a  national  prosecution,  he  seeks  to  shelter 
himself  from  the  punishment  he  has  merited,  by 
attributing  an  interpretation  to  a 'term  opposed  to 
that  which  he  himself  has  deliberately  given  to  it. 
Such  contradiction  usually  attends  the  conduct  of 
a  man,  who,  departing  from  the  path  of  inte§[rity, 
yields  to  the  seductions  of  a  treacherous  and  inor- 
dinate ambition. 

I  am  sensible,  Mr.  President,  that  I  have  not 
yet  touched  the  point  of  the  argument  which,  on 
this  subject,  will  be  relied  on. 


*  Jonmal  of  Congress,  vol.  zii,  page  \ 


I  presume  it  will  be  said,  that  the  questioa  is 
not  whether  a  Senator  may  be  considered  as  an 
officer  in  common  or  legal  parlance,  but  whether 
he  is  an  officer  within  the  contemplation  of  the 
Constitu^on.  I  will  readily  a^ree.  that  if  the 
question  can  be  settled  by  the  light  of  the  Con- 
stitution alone,  we  shall  not  be  warranted  in  hav- 
ing recourse  to  any  other,  but  if  that  light  still 
leaves  the  question  in  darkne^  every  ray  of  in- 
formation should  be  collected  which  can  assist  our 
view  of  the  subject,  though  derived  from  other 
quarters.  I  do  not  kno.w,  however,  sir,  that  I 
need  despair  of  success  in  bein^  able  to  convince 
this  honorable  body,  that,  in  the  just,  constittuional 
exposition  of  the  word  officer,  it  embraces  the 
trust  of  a  Senator.  1  presume  the  learned  Coun- 
sel will  not  differ  from  me,  when  I  ky  down  the 
true  rule  of  construction  to  be,  so  to  mterpret  an 
instrument  as  to  give  the  fullest  effect  to  all 
its  parts.  If  there  be  apparent  contradiction, 
we  mu.<$t  attempt  to  reconcile ;  and  if  there  be  ab- 
solute repugnancy,  we  must  reject  that  part  which 
can  be  rejected  with  the  least  violence  to  the  g«i- 
eral  intention.  If  these  principles  be  correct,  I 
humbly  apprehend  that  an  attentive  examination 
of  the  different  parts  of  the  Constitution  must  be 
followed  by  the  opinion,  that  a  Senator  must, 
according  to  it^  be  deemed  an  officer.  I  shall  not 
affect  to  disguise,  that  there  are  passages  in  the 
Constitution,  the  aspect  of  whicn  is  opposed  to 
the  opinion  I  state ;  but  what  I  expect  to  show  is, 
that  there  are  provisions  of  greater  importance 
which  must  be  partly  frustrated  upon  a  different 
principle.  In  the  discussion  of  this  point,  I  shall 
beg  the  liberty,  in  the  first  place,  ot  considering 
those  grounds  which  I  presume  will  be  relied  on 
to  show,  that  a  Senator  is  not^  by  the  Constitu- 
tion, considered  as  an  officer. 

The  first  ground  I  find  referred  to  in  the  plea,  is 
the  4th  section  of  the  second  article.  It  is  there 
provided,  that  the  President,  Vice  President,  and 
all  civil  officers  of  the  United  States,  shall  be  re- 
moved from  office  on  impeachment  and  convic- 
tion of  certain  crimes  there  specified. 

There  is  nothing  |n  this  provision  which  can 
affect  the  immediate  question  under  consideration. 
For  the  question  is,  whether  a  Senator  is  a  civil 
officer.  If  he  be.  which  is  the  point  I  am  con- 
tending, he  is  within  the  express  words  of  the 
section.  The  same  answer  applies  to  the  7th 
clause  of  the  3d  section  of  the  first  article,  a  sec- 
ond ground  I  find  relied  on  in  the  plea — the  sub- 
stance of  which  is,  that  judgment  on  impeach- 
ment shall  not  extend  further  than  removal  from, 
and  disqualification  to  hold,  any  office  of  honor, 
trust,  or  profit,  under  the  United  Slates.  It  is 
very  plain  that  there  is  nothing  here  which  can 
affect  the  question  whether  a  Senator  be  an  offi- 
cer. There  axe  two  clauses  in  the  Constitution, 
which,  though  not  stated  in  the  plea,  I  do  presume 
more  stress  will  be  laid  on  than  upon  those  refer- 
red to  in  the  plea.  The  first  of  these  is  the  3d 
section  of  the  second  article^  which  declares  that 
the  President  shall  commission  all  officers  oi  the 
United  States ;  and  as  it  is  clearly  not  desifloied 
that  he  shouljd  commission  |»  Senator,  it  will  be 
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inferred  that  a  Senator  is  not  to  be  considered  as 
an  officer. 

I  humbly  trust  I  can  show,  that  it  was  not  the 
intention  of  the  Constitution  that  these  words 
should  take  effect  in  their  full  extent ;  and  I  shall 
submit  that  they  ought  to  be  understood  accord- 
ing to  the  subject  to  which  they  apply. 

A  commission  is  simply  an  evidence  of  author- 
ity delegated  to  a  particular  person.  And  surely 
it  is  proper  that  that  evidence  should  show  from 
the  same  source  from  which  the  appointment  is 
derived.  By  the  Constitution  the  President  is 
made  the  fountain  of  office.  The  officers,  prop- 
erly speaking,  under  the  United  States  are  all  ap- 
pointed by  him ;  and  it  was  right,  therefore,  as  the 
general  power  of  appointing  was  given  to  him,  that 
e  should  also  hav&  the  general  power  of  commis- 
sioning. 

It  is  certain  that  it  was  intended  that  the  power 
of  commissioning  should  not  exceed  that  of  ap- 
]>ointing ;  because  the  President  does  not  commis- 
sion any  one  whom  he  does  not  appoint.  The 
provision  in  question  was  not  intended  to  define 
who  should  be  considered  as  officers,  but  to  intro- 
duce a  plain  and  just  rule  of  policy  that  the 
power  ot  appointing  and  commissioning  should 
reside  in  the  same  person.  The  practice  under 
this  Constitutional  regulation,  explains  its  mean- 
ing and  extent.  It  is  clearly  not  true  that  he 
commissions  all  officers  of  the  United  States. 
He  is  an  officer  himself  and  so  expressly  denomi- 
nated throughout  the  2d  article,  and  yet  he  has  no 
commission.  It  is  equally  clear  that  the  Vice 
President  is  an  officer,  and  yet  not  commissioned. 
Again,  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives is  aif  officer,  as  I  shall  have  occasion  to  show 
hereafter,  but  has  no  commission.  And  there 
are  also  a  variety  of  subordinate  officers,  appoint- 
ed by  Heads  of  Departments  and  Courts  of  Just- 
ice, whom  the  President  does  not  commission.  I 
am,  therefore,  justified  in  concluding  that  it  does 
4iot  follow,  because  a  person  has  no  commission 
from  the  President,  that,  therefore,  he  is  not  to  be 
considered  as  an  officer. 

There  is  another  objection  of  a  similar  nature* 
arising  from  the  provision  in  the  6th  section  of 
the  1st  article,  of  which  it  is  probable  much  use 
will  be  made.  That  section  declares,  that  no  per- 
son holding  an  office  under  the  United  States 
shall  be  a  member  of  either  House  during  his  con- 
tinuance in  office.  It  will,  therefore,  l^  said,  if 
the  place  of  a  Senator  is  an  office,  this  clause  is 
repugnant  and  absurd. 

This  provision,  I  humbly  apprehend,  has  the 
same  limits  with  the  one  which  I  have  just  ad- 
verted to.  The  intention  of  it  was  to  erect  a 
barrier  between  the  Executive  and  Legislative  de- 
partments; to  prevent  Executive  patronage  from 
influencing  Legislative  councils.  It  was  designed, 
therefore,  to  apply  solely  to  the  officers  of  Execu- 
tive appointment.  I  am  not  much  disposed,  sir, 
to  i)lace  reliance  in  an  argument  upon  so  great  a 
subject,  upon  nice  distinctions  or  verbal  criticism ; 
but  I  think  I  shall  be  excused  for  paying  some  at- 
tention to  the  peculiar  lan^ruafe  of  the  clause  in 
question.    The  regulation  is,  tnat  no  poson  hold- 


ing an  office  under  the  United  States  shall  be  a 
member  of  either  House  during  his  continuance 
in  office.  The  United  States  here  means  the 
Government  of  the  United  States,  for  the  United 
States  ^ants  no  office  but  through  the  Grovem- 
ment.  Now,  it  is  clear  that  a  Senator  is  not  an 
officer  under  the  Government.  The  Government 
consists  of  the  President,  the  Senate,  and  House 
of  Representatives,  and  they  who  constitute  the 
Government  cannot  be  said  to  be  under  it.  Be- 
sides, a  Senator  does  not  derive  his  auttiority  from 
the  Government.  The  senatorial  power  is  an 
emanation  of  the  State  sovereignties  ;  it  ia  co- 
ordinate with  the  supreme  power  of  the  United 
States;  in  its  aggregate,  it  forms  one  of  the 
highest  branches  of  the  Government.  Giving 
every  efiect  to  this  section,  it  would  only  prove 
that  a  Senator  is  not  an  officer  under  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  but  still  he  may  be  an 
officer  of  the  United  States ;  and,  sive  me  leave 
to  say,  that  the  distinction  which  I  have  here 
taken,  is  supported  by  the  variance  of  language 
to  be  found  in  another  part  of  the  Constitution. 
The  4th  section  of  the  2d  article  provides,  that 
the  President,  Vice  President,  and  all  civil  officers, 
not  under,  but  o^  the  United  States,  shall  be  re- 
moved from  office  on  impeachment  and  convic- 
tion, dbc.  It  would  seem,  therefore,  that  it  may 
plainly  be  collected,  that  the  power  of  impeach- 
ment extends  further  than  to  officers  under  the 
United  S^.tes.  But,  sir,  let  me  confess  that  I  un- 
willingly place  any  confidence  upon  an  argument 
derived  from  mere  verbal  criticism.  In  constru- 
ing  the  charter  of  a  Government,  our  view  should 
comprehend  all  its  parts,  and  our  aim  should  be 
to  execute  it  accoraing  to  its  general  and  true 
desiffn. 

The  argument  which  I  have  snbmitted  must  be 
taken  hypothetically.  Supposing  we  are  pre- 
cluded irom  considering  a  Senator  as  an  officer 
under  the  United  States,  he  may  still  be  deemed 
an  officer  of  the  United  States.  For,  sir,  I  mean 
to  contend  that  the  4th  section  of  the  2d  article  is 
confined  to  officers  of  Eixeeutive  appointment; 
and  I  shall  be  able  to  show,  by  a  Le{;u)lative  ex- 
position, that  a  member  of  the  Legislative  body  has 
been  c<msidered  as  an  officer  under  the  United 
States;  and  although  so  considered,. it  has  never 
been  supposed  to  follow  that  the  seat  was  va- 
cated. 

The  Constitution  has  given  a  power  to  Con- 
gress, in  case  of  a  vacancy  in  the  office  of  Presi- 
dent, by  the  death  or  resignation  of  the  President 
and  Vice  President,  to  provide,  by  law,  what  officer 
should  fill  the  vacancy.  Unaer  this  power,  Con- 
gress, on  the  1st  of  March,  1792,"^  by  law  enact- 
ed, that  in  case  of  such  a  vacancy,  the  Speaker  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  should  exercise  the 
office.  The  Dower  being  confined  to  the  designa- 
tion of  an  officer  of  the  United  States,  a  person 
not  an  officer  could  not  have  beyen  appointed  by 
the  act  of  Congress  to  fill  the  vacancy* 

I  have,  then,  a  legislative  opinion  that  the 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  B^peesentalives  is  an 


*  Acts  of  Congreis,  voL  ii.  p.36. 
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officer  of  the  United  States ;  and,  if  the  interpre- 
tation of  the  section  under  consideration  is  to  be 
restrained  only  by  the  extent  of  the  words,  it  must 
follow  that  tne  House,  in  choosing  a  Speaker, 
disqualify  him  as  a  member  of  the  House.  But, 
sir,  the  case,  in  fact,  is  not  so ;  it  cannot  be  so, 
from  its  nature.  And  I  have,  therefore,  a  high  au- 
thority for  saying  that  these  sections  are  not  con- 
ndered  as  embracing  all  the  officers  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  that  the  generality  of  the  words 
must  be  restrained  by  confining  tnem  to  the  of- 
ficers of  Executive  appointment.  When  the 
Coastitution  provided  that  all  officers  under  the 
United  States  should  be  commissioned  by  the 
President,  and  that  no  person  holding  any  office 
under  the  United  States  should  be  a  member  of 
either  House,  it  is  extremely  manifest,  from  the 
object  desig[ned  to  be  accomplished,  that  the  terms 
used  were  mtended  to  reach  officers  only  of  Ex- 
ecutive appointment.  Such  being  the  single  view, 
the  term  office  was  certainly  incautiously  used  in 
relation  to  other  subjects.  Notwithstanding  the 
words,  all  officers  are  not  commissioned  by  the 
President :  nor  is  it  more  a  universal  truth,  that 
no  person  holding  an  office  under  the  United  States 
can  be  a  member  of  either  House.  This  provis- 
ion was  designed  to  preserve  the  purity  of  the 
Legislative  body,  to  exclude  Executive  influence, 
as  a  barrier,  diyiding  the  two  great  branches  of 
Government;  and  its  end  b  completely  answered 
when  restrained  to  offices  filled  by  the  President. 

I  have  submitted  J  in  the  course  of  my  argument, 
that  the  sound  principle  of  construction  to  be 
adopted  in  relation  to  the  construction  of  an  in- 
strument, having  in  view  the  vast  object  of  set- 
tling the  powers  of  the  Grovernment,  and  the  rights 
of  the  people,  is  to  give  it  such  an  interpretotion 
as  is  best  calculated  to  give  effect  generally  to  all 
its  parts  according  to  its  true  design.  If  I  am  sup- 
ported in  this  principle,  I  shall  be  able  to  show,  by 
stronff  cases  under  the  Constitution,  that  its  un- 
deniable intention  must  be  frustrated  if  a  Senator 
be  not  considered  an  officer  of  the  United  States. 

I  find  it  provided  in  the  7th  clause  of  the  3d 
section  of  the  1st  article,  that  conviction  on  im- 

Eeachment  disqualifies  the  party  convicted  from 
oldin^  any  office  of  honor,  trust,  or  profit,  under 
the  United  States.  If  a  seat  in  the  Senate  be  not 
an  office,  the  disqualification  does  not  extend  to  it. 
And  yet,  can  it  reasonably  be  contended  that  the 
policy  which  incapacitates  a  citizen,  if  convicted 
on  impeachment,  from  holding  an  office  the  most 
mean  and  humble,  does  not  apply  to  the  case  of  a 
Senator?  The  wisdom  of  the  Constitution,  sir, 
has  considered  a  conviction  as  an  evidence  of 
moral  unfitness  for  public  trust.  It  never  can  hap- 
pen but  in  the  case  of  a  great  national  offence. 
And  shall  such  an  offender,  degraded  from  the 
capacity  of  even  being  doorkeeper  of  this  Cham- 
ber, yet  retain  the  capacity  of  being  a  member  of 
a  boay  of  the  most  dignity,  trust,  and  power,  in 
the  country  1  This  is  a  solecism  in  politico,  an 
absurdity  m  reason,  which  I  trust  this  honorable 
Court  will 'not  willingly,  by  their  act,  attach  to  an 
instrument  so  highly  and  justly  revered  as  the 
Constitution  of  our  QoTemmeat* 


I  find,  also,  a  provision  in  the  7th  clause  of  the 
9th  section  of  the  first  article,  that  ^^no  persoci 
holding  any  office  of  profit  or  trust  under  the  Uni- 
ted States,  shall,  without  the  consent  of  the  Con- 
gpress,  accept  of  any  present  emolument,  office,  of 
title  of  any  kind  whatever,  from  any  King,  PrinccL 
or  foreign  State."  If  a  Senator  holds  no  office  o( 
profit  or  trust  under  the  United  States,  it  is  law- 
ful for  him  to  accept  a  present  title,  or  office,  from 
any  King  or  forei^  State.  Can  it  be  possible 
that  a  public  functionary,  of  all  others,  the  pecu- 
liar object  of  this  jealous  restriction,  is,  in  fact, 
the  sole  object  of  exemption  from  its  operation  1 
Can  it  be  imagined  that  a  Senator,  upon  whom 
the  Constitution  has  heaped  the  powers  and  trusts 
of  Legislator,  Judffe,  and  Executive  Magistrate,  it 
the  only  person  who  is  left  exposed  to  the  seduc- 
tions or  toreign  infiuence  ?  It  can  never  be  ad- 
mitted that  a  situation  which,  from  its  trust  and 
importance,  most  invites  corruption,  is  the  only 
one  which  the  Constitution  hasnotguarded  against 
If,  sir,  a  Senator  be  not  an  officer  under  this  clause 
it  might  happen  that  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States  might  become  a  House  of  Lords.  It  would 
be  in  the  power  of  any  King  in  Europe  to  change 
our  free  Government,  and  to  convert  one  hranch, 
at  least,  from  a  republican  into  an  aristocratic 
form.  You  will  not  suffer  an  Ensic^n  in  your  army 
to  accept  the  humble  title  of  Chevalier,  and  yet  yoa 
will  allow  an  integral  part  of  the  Government  to 
be  composed  of  Earls  and  Dukes.  And  let  me 
pray  the  honorable  Court  to  remember,  at  the 
same  time,  that  the  Constitution  has  provided 
that  a  meinber  of  either  House  shall  not  be  allow- 
ed to  retain  his  seat  and  hold  any  commission, 
ciyil  or  military,  under  the  United  States.  The 
President  has  no  titles  to  mnt  nor  offices  of  great 
emolument  to  confer;  and  yet  the  chaste  republi- 
canism of  the  Constitution  will  not  allow  a  Sen- 
ator to  feel  the  influence  of  his  patronage ;  and 
yet,  at  the  same  time,  he  may  lawfully  be  the 
pensioner,  or  the  titular  noble  of  a  foreign  Power. 
Such  a  doctrine  is  not  simply  absurd,  but  infinite- 
ly dangerous.  It  is  ever  wiser  to  protect  men 
from  temptation,  than  to  trust  their  resisting  it 
The  party  impeached  is  an  instance  that  the  con- 
fidence and  honors  of  his  country  could  not  secure 
his  fidelity.  He  is  also  a  proof  that  unprincipled 
men  may  insinuate  themselves  into  popular  favor, 
and  be  seated  in  this  body,  beside  men  of  the  best 
and  purest  character  in  the  country.  Is  it  com- 
patible with  the  dimity  of  this  body  to  say  it  shall 
DC  liable  to  such  impurity  ?  Are  you  bound  to 
receive  into  your  bosom  a  character  degraded  by 
political  crimes,  or  stained  with  moral  turpitude  ? 
And,  even  if  you  expel  him,  must  you  open  your 
arms  to  receive  him,  if  returned,  a  second  time  % 
And  can  it  be  affirmed  that  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States  is  the  only  body  exposed  by  the 
Constitution  to  this  shame  and  degradation  !  If 
you  cannot  disqualify  him,  the  very  delinquent 
against  whom  the  common  voice  of  the  country 
calls  for  justice,  and  whom  we  are  now  prosecut- 
ing, may  again  take  a  seat  in  this  honorable  body, 
ana  exercise  the  high  trust  which  already  he  has 
so  crossly  abused,  and  of  which  he  has  shown 
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himself  so  unworthy.*  The  consequences,  I  hom- 
bly  submit,  must  ever  silence  the  construction 
which  declares  a  Senator  not  an  officer  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.  By  considering  him  as  an  officer,  you 
interfere  with  the  strict  letter,  but  you  commit 
no  yioleuce  upon  the  true  intention  of  the  Con- 
stitution ',  on  the  contrary,  by  considering  him  not 
an  officer^  you  frustrate  aifferent  provisions  of  the 
first  political  importance. 

Mr.  President,  I  am  sensible  of  some  embarrass- 
ment in  opening  the  argument  on  the  part  of  the 
prosecution,  arising  from  the  difficulty  of  foresee- 
ing the  points  which  will  be  most  relied  on,  or 
most  pressed  by  the  counsel  for  the  party  im- 
peached. On  this  subject  I  hare  nothing  to  direct 
me,  but  the  objections  which  appear  on  the  face 
of  the  i^ea. 

It  certainly  furnishes  other  points  than  those 
already  discussed ;  deeming  them,  howeyer,  sub- 
ordinate, and  which,  possibly,  may  be  either  aban- 
doned ortelied  on,  I  shall  not  trouble  the  honora- 
ble Court  with  any  obseryations  iu  respect  of 
them. 

I  obserye,  it  is  stated  in  the  plea,  that  William 
Blount  was  not  an  officer  of  the  United  States  at 
the  time  of  the  act  done  charged  in  the  Articles  of 
Impeachment.  This  objection  is  removed  if  either 
of  the  grounds  which  we  have  token  be  maintain- 
able :  1st,  That  impeachment  is  not  confined  to 
'officers,  but  extends  to  every  citizen ;  2d,  That  a 
Senator  is  an  officer  of  the  United  States. 

It  is  also  alleged  in  the  plea,  that  the  party  im- 
peached is  not  now  a  Senator.  It  is  enough  that 
he  was  a  Senator  at  the  time  the  articles  were 
preferred.  If  the  impeachment  were  regular  and 
maintainable,  when  preferred,  I  apprehend  no  sub- 
sequent event,  grounded  on  the  wilful  act  or 
caused  by  the  delinquency  of  the  part)[,  can 
vitiate  or  obstruct  the  proceeding.  Otherwise  the 
party,  by  resignation  or  the  commission  of  some 
ofience  which  merited  and  occasioned  his  expul- 
sion, miffht  secure  his  impunity.  This  is  aninst 
one  of  the  sagest  maxims  of  the  law,  which  does 
not  allow  a  man  to  derive  a  benefit  from  his  own 
wrong. 

It  is  further  insisted  in  the  plea,  that  the  act 
done  did  not  regard  the  office  ofthe  party. 

I  do  not  in  the  first  place  admit  the  truth  of  this 
mlleffation.  For  I  conceive  that  a  plain  violation 
of  the  trust  reposed  in  the  party  may  be  discover- 
ed in  the  matter  alleged  ih  the  articles.  I  shall 
not,  however,  trouble  you,,  sir,  ^by  going  through 
the  articles  with  a  view  to  this  point.  The  charges 
are  before  the  Court,  and  every  honorable  mem- 
ber can  easily  satisfy  his  own  mind  as  to  a  ques- 
tion rather  of  fact  than  law.  But  I  conceive  that 
it  is  not  material  whether  the  objection  be,  in  fact, 
true  or  groundless.  Because  there  is  not  a  sylla- 
ble in  tne  Constitution  which  confines  impeach- 
ment to  official  acts,  and  because  it  is  against  the 
plain  dictates  of  coinmon  sense,  that  such  restraint 
should  be  imposed  on  it.  Let  me  suppose  that  a 
Judge  of  the  United  States,  forgetting  his  duty 
and  the  gravity  of  his  situation,  insteaid  of  usinff 
his  authority,  m  case  of  an  insurrection,  to  queU 
the  insurgenti,  should  aid  them  in  their  yidence. 


Surely  this  would  not  be  a  Judicial  act ;  and  shall 
I  be  told,  for  that  reason,  that  he  shall  not  be  lia- 
ble to  impeachment  ?  How  else  is  he  to  be  re- 
moved ?  He  may  be  called  upon  to  try  the  very 
men  whose  crimes  be  was  accessary  to ;  and  would 
he  be  fit  in  such  case  to  pass  sentence  1  Common 
sense  tells  us  he  ought  to  be  removed.  His  office 
was  granted  during  ^ood  behaviour^nd  the  ten- 
ure has  expired  by  his  ill  conduct.  JBut  I  am  at  a 
loss  to  know  how  the  tact  is  to  be  ascertained,  and 
the  end  accomplished,  but  by  conviction  on  im- 
peachment. 

But  one  other  point  remains,  which  I  can  dis- 
cover fVom  the  plea.  It  is  alleged  that  the  com- 
mon law  courts  have  competent  jurisdiction  to 
punish  the  party  for  any  ofience  he  has  commit- 
ted. 

I  will  observe,  first,  that  this  suggestion  is  not 
true ;  because  there  is  no  court  of  common  law 
which  can  give  judgment  of  disqualificaticm, 
which  power  exclusively  belongs  to  this  honora- 
ble body,  and  is  a  just  punishment  for  the  offences 
committed  by  the  party  impeached.  In  the  second 
place,  if  the  suggestion  were  true,  it  would  not  be 
effectual ;  because  by  the  seventh  clause  of  the 
seventh  section  of  the  first  article  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, delinquents  shall  be  liable  both  to  the  pun- 
ishment upon  impeachment,  and  that  infiicted  in 
the  courts  of  common  law.  It  is  no  objection  to 
say  that  the  courts  have  cognizance  of  the  offence, 
because  it  is  expressly  provided  that  the  one  pun- 
ishment shall  not  be  an  exemption  from  the 
other. 

Mr.  President,  I  have  gone  through  all  the  ob- 
jections to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Court,  which  I 
can  discover  in  the  plea.  I  shall  not  trouble  you 
with  a  recapitulation  of  the  matters  which  I  have 
urged,  against  the  sufficiency  of  the  plea.  I  have 
almdy  consumed  much  time,  and  am  indebted 
for  much  attention.  I  conclude  with  praying 
that  the  plea  be  overruled,  and  the  party  ordered 
to  answer  the  articles  of  impeachment. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Inobrsoll,  in  behalf  of  the 
defendant,  for  fiirther  time  to  reply,  it  was  allow- 
ed, viz :  until  to-morrow  morning  at  11  o'clock, 
to  which  time  the  Court  adjourned. 


January  4. 

The  Managers  and  Counsel  for  the  defendant 
attended. 

The  Vice  Prbsiuent  notified  the  counsel  they 
miffht  proceed ;  and  Mr.  Dallas  in  behalf  of  the 
defendant,  spoke  in  support  of  the  plea,  as  fol- 
lows : 

Mr.  Dallas  premised  that  he  was  conscious  that 
he  must  fiul  in  any  attempt  to  imitate  the  elo- 
quence of  the  honorable  Manager,  who  yesterday- 
addressed  the  Court ;  but  be  trusted  that  he  should, 
at  least,  be  as  successful  as  that  gentleman  in  ad- 
hering to  the  rule  which  had  been  proposed  for 
the  present  discussion,  by  abstaining  from  all  de- 
clamatory matter. 

He  thought  that  the  consideration  of  the  two 
general  propositions  would  embrace  all  that  was 
necessary  to  be  said,  either  in  mainteqanee  ofthe 
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plea  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Senate,  or  in  answer 
to  the  adverse  arguments.  He  shoiiid,  therefore, 
endeayor  to  establish, 

1.  That  only  civil  officers  of  the  United  States 
are  impeachable ;  and  that  the  offences  for  which 
an  impeachment  lies,  must  be  committed  in  the 
execution  of  a  public  (^ce. 

2.  That  a  Senator  is  not  a  civil  officer,  im- 
peachable within  the  meaning  of  the  Constitution ; 
and  that,  in  the  prestent  instance,  no  crime  or  mis- 
4emeanor  is  charged  to  have  been  committed  by 
William  Blount,  m  the  character  of  a  Senator. 

1.  That  only  civil  officers  of  the  United  States 
are  impeachable ;  and  that  the  offences  for  which 
an  imj^chment  lies,  must  be  committed  in  the 
execution  of  a  public  office. 

The  necessity  of  discussing  the  first  branch  of 
this  proposition  could  hardly  have  been  anticipat- 
ed ;  but  as  the  honorable  Manager  had  contended 
that  the  Constitutional  grant  of  a  power  to  insti- 
tute and  try  impeachments  extends  ex  vi  tenMud^ 
to  QYety  description  of  offender,  and  to  every  de- 
gree of  offence,  a  just  respect  for  the  high  authori- 
ty which  he.  represents,  as  well  as  for  the  talents 
which  he  has  displayed,  compels  the  defendant's 
counsel  to  follow  nim  in  the  wide  field  of  contro- 
versy that  he  has  unexpectedly  chosen.  A  claim 
of  jurisdiction  so  unlimited,  embracing  every  ob- 
ject of  the  penal  code,  annihilating  all  discrimina- 
tions between  civil  and  military  cases,  and  over- 
throwing the  boundaries  of  Federal  and  State  au- 
thority, ought  surely  to  have  been  supported  by 
an  express  and  unequivocal  delegation :  but,  be- 
hold, It  rests  entirely  on  an  arbitrary  implication, 
from  the  use  of  a  single  word ;  and  while  the 
stream  is  thus  copious,  thus  inundating,  the  source 
is  envebped  (like  the  sources  of  the  Nile)  in  mys- 
tery and  doubt 

The  Constitution  declares,  that  '*  the  House  of 
JElepresentatives  shall  have  the  sole  power  of  im- 
peachmerU;^^  and  that  <'  the  Senate  shall  havetli^ 
sole  power  to  try  all  impeachments ;"  Hence,  it 
has  been  urged,  that  as  tiiere  is  no  description  of 
the  offenders  <»  the  offences  in  the  Constitution 
itself,  where  the  power  is  vested,  every  offender 
and  every  offence,  impeachable  according  to  the 
common  law  of  England,  must  be  deemed  im- 
peachable here ;  and,  it  is  alleged,  that  the  com- 
mon law  power  of  impeachment  extends  to  every 
criaae  or  misdemeanor,  that  can  be  committed  by 
any  subject,  in,  or  out  of  office.  But,  Mr.  Dallas 
insisted,  that  this  doctrine  is  contrary  to  the  prin- 
ciples of  our  Federal  compact ;  that  it  iseontrary 
-to  the  general  policy  of  the  law  of  impeachments; 
and  that  it  is  contrary  to  a  fair  construction  of  the 
very  terms  (^  the  Gcmstitution. 

1.  That  the  doctrine  is  contrary  to  the  prmd- 
ple$  of  our  Federal  compact,  he  deduced  from  the 
design  with  which  the  Qovemment  of  the  United 
States  was  estabitshed :  For,  although  it  is  in 
some  of  its  features  Federal ;  in  others  it  is  coa- 
soUdatftd ;  in  some  ci  its  onmtions,  it  affects  the 
people  as  individuals,  in  oUiers  it  applies  to  them 
in  the  aggregate  as  States ;  yet,  in  every  view,  all 
the  powen  and  attributes  of  the  Nattonai  Qovem- 
nent  aie  matter  of  eocpress  and  potitive  grantand 


transfer ;  whatever  is  not  ^Ixpressiy  j^ranted  and 
transferred,  must  be  deemed  to  reoEiam  with  tke 
people,  or  with  the  respective  States ;  and  as  tke 
motive  for  establishing  the  Federal  Constitatioa 
arose  from  the  want  of  a  competent  national  a»- 
thority  in  eases  in  which  it  was  essential  for  the 
people  inhabiting  the  different  States  to  act  as  a 
nation,  so  far  the  people  gave  power  to  the 
Federal  Government ;  but  the  delegation  of  that 
power  is  evidently  limited  by  the  reason  wliich 

Produced  it.  Thus,  in  the  creation  of  a  natioaal 
ttdiciary,  we  find  that  in  criminal  as  well  as  civil 
cases,  no  authority  is  vested  in  the  courts^  hat 
upon  the  appropriate  subjects  of  national  jwia- 
prudence.  Ckmst.  Art,  1,  See.  1.  Art  3.  Ciimes 
and  misdemeanors,  which  have  no  connexion  with 
national  objects,  are  left  to  be  prosecuted  and  poa- 
ished  under  the  laws  of  the  State  in  which  tkey 
are  committed.  And  yet  it  is  asserted,  that  for 
any  crime  or  misdemeanor  which  could  only  be 
thus  the  object  of  State  jurisdiction,  which  coaM 
not  be  tried  upon  an  indictment,  in  any  Federal 
Court,  a  State  officer  or  a  private  citizen  may  be 
impeached  before  the  Senate  of  the  United  Stales. 
The  mere  investment  of  a  power  to  impeach  asd 
to  try  impeachments,  is  considered  as  an  instil- 
ment destined  to  carry  the  Qovemment  bcyoad 
its  natural  sphere;  and  to  give  to  the  censorship  of 
the  Senate,  a  scope  and  efficacy  of  which  the  gen- 
eral Judicial  authority  of  the  Union  does  not  par* 
take. 

But  the  honorable  Manager  having  referred  to 
the  English  common  law.  for  an  exposition  of  the 
import  and  ooeration  or  the  power  of  irapeaeh- 
ment,  Mr.  Dallas  contended  that  the  United  Stales 
as  a  Federal  Government,  had  no  common  law  in 
relation  to  crimes  and  punishments,  and  cited  the 
opinion  of  a  Jud^  of  the  United  States  on  the 
subject  The  orunes  punishable  under  the  aa- 
thority  of  the  United  States,  can  only  be  such  as 
the  Constimtion  defines,  or  acts  of  Congress  shall 
create,  in  order  to  effectuate  ^e  general  powers  of 
the  Government.  How.  he  asl^d^  did  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States  acqure  a  common 
law  jurisdiction  in  the  case  of  crimes,  and  by 
what  standard  is  the  jurisdiction  to  be  regulated  ? 
When  the  Colonies  of  America  were  first  settled, 
each  Colony  brought  with  it  as  much  of  the  com- 
mon law  as  was  applicaUe  to  its  circumstances 
and  it  chose  to  adopt ;  but  no  Colony  adoptcMi  all 
the  common  law  of  Bndand,  and  there  was  great 
div^sity,  owing  to  local  and  other  circumstances, 
in  the  objects  and  extent  of  the  common  law 
which  the  different  Colonies  adopted.  The  com- 
mon kw  is,  therefore,  tbe  law  of  each  State  ao 
far  as  each  Slate  has  chosen  to  adopt  it :  bat  the 
United  States  did  not  bring  the  common  law  with 
them.  There  are  no  express  words  of  adopdea 
in  the  Constitution ;  and  if  a  common  law  is  to 
be  assumed  bv  implioatioa,  is  it  to  be  the  eoii- 
mon  law  of  individual  States,  and  of  vHiieh  State? 
Or,  is  it  to  be  the  common  law  of  England,  and 
at  what  period  ?  Are  we  to  take  it  from  the  datk 
9Md  barnurous  pages  of  the  common  law,  with  all 
the  feudal  rigor  and  appendages ;  or  is  it  to  be 
as  it  has  been  tttelkiQMed  byihe  refine- 
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meats  of  modern  legislation  ?  Would  it  not  be 
absurd  to  refer  us  to  the  ancient  common  law  of 
England  ?  And  if  we  are  referred  to  it  in  its  im- 
proyed  state,  do  we  not  rather  adopt  the  statutes 
than  the  common  law  of  that  country  ?  And  is 
the  common  law  to  fluctuate  for  eyer  here  as  it 
may  fluctuate  there  ? 

Here  Mr.  Dallas  cited  a  yariety  of  cases  to 
show  the  extravagant  len^h  to  which*  the  an- 
cient common  law  doctrine  of  impeachments 
fa«d  been  extended^  and  insisted  that  there  was 
no  more  occasion  to  go  to  the  yelnmes  of  the 
BngHfth  law  for  a  fflossary  on  the  impeach- 
ment power,  than  for  an  exposition  of  the 
words  ^  felony,"  *^  breach  of  the  peace,"  Ac,,  Ac., 
all  of  which  were  in  nse,  and  perfectly  under- 
stood, in  the  different  States,  betore  the  present 
Ck)ttstitution  was  established.  The  difiereot  States, 
speaking  in  the  same  lanjE^uage,  make  use  of  the 
saoie  terms  to  express  a  similar  idea ;  but,  in  in^ 
stances  innumeraole,  particularly  on  the  subject  of 
crnnes  and  punishments,  though  their  theories 
wan  the  same  their  practice  was  widely  difl*erent, 
not.only  with  the  practice  of  England,  but  with 
thefMaetice  of  each  other.  Mr.  Dallas  then  rep- 
resented, and  illustrated,  the  pernicious  and  ab- 
surd consequences  that  would  ensue,  either  by 
adoptiiig  the  penal  common  law  of  England,  or 
the  pienal  laws  of  the  respective  States,  a9  the  rule 
for  the  Federal  Qoyemment.  In  the  former  event, 
though  every  State  in  the  Union  had  rejected  or 
amended  the  common  law  of  crimes  and  punish^ 
ments,  all  its  rigor  will  be  revived  and  enforced ; 
and,  in  the  latter  event,  the  principle  of  uniformi- 
ty so  anxiously  sought  after  by  the  framers  of  the 
Constitution,  and  so  essential  to  the  administra- 
tion of  justice,  would  be  effectually  destroyed. 

It  is  the  object  of  the  Constiruuon  to  establish 
a  National  Government,  independent  in  its  opera- 
tions, and  with  powers  adequate  to  self-preserva- 
tion. Bat,  Mr.  Dallas  observed,  that  the  doctrine 
whieb  the  Managers  contended  for  vras  at  war 
with  that  object,  and  rendered  the  €k>verBment 
depeadenl  upon  the  laws  and  usage  of  a  foreij^ 
country.  Nor  was  there  the  slightest  necessity 
for  the  interposition  of  the  doctrine  since  the 
Constitution  itself  {nrovides  a  means  tor  carrying 
the  impeachment  power^  as  well  as  every  other 
power,  into  effect;  and  if  the  cases  and  objects 

S roper  for  impeachment  are  not  suflSctently  d^ 
ned  in  the  Constitution,  Congress*  may  pass  a 
law  to  define  and  ascertain  them. 

The  honorable  Manager  has  asserted,  that  the 
investment  of  the  impeachment  power  is  absolute. 
"  The  House  of  Representatives  shall  have  the  sole 
power  of  impeachment ;"  "  the  Senate  shall  have 
the  sole  power  to  try  ail  impeachments."  And, 
he  contends,  that  the  language  of  the  fourth  sec- 
tion of  the  second  article,  so  far  as  it  speaks  of  the 
"•  President,  Vice  President,  and  all  civil  officers  of 
the  United  States,"  is  merely  a  recital,  not  to  de- 
signate the  objects  of  impeachment,  but  to  point 
out  a  class  of'^peisoas  who^  imperativelj,  ^^$haU 
he  removed  from  office  on  imp^chment  for,  and 
coEviction  of^  treason,  bribery,  or  other  high 
crimes  and  mtsdemeaaors."    But  if  this  argument 


is  just,  it  will  equally  apply  in  the  case  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive and  Judicial  Departments ;  for,  the  phra- 
seology of  the  articles,  with  respect  to  the  invest- 
ment of  their  powers,  is  precisely  the  same  ;  and 
the  same  common  law  code,  to  which  we  are  re- 
ferred for  an  exposition  of  the  impeachment  power, 
would  also  supply  a  political,  and  technical  expo- 
sition of  the  Executive  and  Judicial  auinonty. 
Thus,  in  article  the  3d,  it  is  generally  declared, 
that  ^  the  Executive  power  shall  be  vested  in  a 
President  of  the  United  States  of  America ;"  and 
the  subsequent  provisions  may,  with  equal  pro- 
priety, be  denominated  mere  recital  \  designating 
a  form  of  election,  an  oath  o(  office,  and  some  of 
the  EiXeeutive  attributes.  Asain:  in  article  3d,  it 
is  generally  declared,  ihat  ^the  Judicial  power  of 
the  United  States  shall  be  vested  in  one  Supreme 
Court,  and  in  such  inferior  courts  as  the  Congress 
may,  from  time  to  time,  ordain,  and  establish  f^ 
but,  surely,  it  was  never  thought  that  the  power 
of  the  Federal  Courts  extended  beyond  the  enu- 
merated cases,  though  those  cases  are  as  much 
matter  of  recital  as  the  cases  prescribed  for  the 
exercise  of  the  impeachment  power; 

%,  But  the  doctnne  is  not  only  inconsistent  with 
the  principles  of  the  Federal  compact,  it  is,  also, 
inconsistent  with  the  general  policy  of  the  law  of 
impeachments.    The  system  of  criminal  juris- 

{ prudence  is  co-extensive  with  all  the  ordinary  ob- 
ects  of  prosecution  and  punishment;  but  the 
jealousy  tnat  power  mi^ht  be  usefl  to  protect  offi- 
cial delinquents,  gave  nse  to  impeachments  even 
in  England.  In  the  2d  vol.  of  Woodeeon^e  Lee- 
tureSf  page  596,  the  fact  is  asserted.  "  It  is  certain 
(says  that  author)  that  magistrates  and  officers  en- 
trusted with  the  administration  of  public  affairs^ 
may  abuse  their  delegated  powers  to  the  extensive 
detriment  of  the  community,  and,  at  the  same 
time,  in  a  manner  not  properly  cognizable  before 
the  ordinary  tribunals.  The  influence  of  such  de- 
linquents, and  the  nature  of  such  offences,  may 
not  unsuitably  enga^  the  authority  of  the  high- 
est court,  and  the  wisdom  of  the  sagest  assembly. 
The  Commons,  therefore,  as  the  grand  inquest  of 
the  nation,  became  suitors  for  penal  lustice ;  and 
they  cannot,  consistently  either  with  their  own 
dignity,  or  with  safety  to  the  accused,  sue  else- 
where but -to  those  wno  share  with  them  in  the 
Le^kture.  On  this  policy  is  founded  the  origin 
of  impeachments,  which  began  soon  after  the 
Constitution  assumed  its  present  form."  The 
author,  in  a  subsequent  page,  (p.  601, >  states^ 
*<  that  all  the  King^s  subjects  are  impeachable  in 
Parliament^  but  with  this  distinction,  that  a  Peer 
may  be  so  accused  before  his  peers  or  any  crime, 
a  Commoner  (though,  perhaps,  it  was  rormerlf" 
otherwise)  can  no4^  be  charged  with  nrisdemean- 
ora  only,  not  with  any  capital  offence."  This  po- 
sition, however,  must  be  understood  in  coinci- 
dence with  the  {general  policy  previously  stated : 
and  then  all  subjects  are  impeachable,  because  all 
subjects  may  be  magistrates  and  puolic  officers. 
The  instances  specified  in  Woodeeon  are  all  of  an 
official  nature;  and  no  other  description  of  im- 
peachment by  the  Commons  can  be  traced  in  die 
English  books. 
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Mr.  D.  proceeded  to  argue,  that  the  policy  of 
the  law  or  impeachments  being  thus  ascertained 
in  England,  any  departure  from  it  in  the  practice 
of  that  countr/ougnt  not  to  be  made  a  precedent 
in  America.  Wherever  the  appoiotmeot  to  office 
is  independent  of  the  people,  the  policy  is  the 
same,  whatever  may  be  the  form  or  the  Gk>yern- 
ment ;  but  the  reason  of  the  law  show?*  and  lim- 
its its  extent.  It  is  not  within  the  reason  of  the 
law  of  impeachments  that  any  man,  who  is  not  a 
public  officer,  should  be  so  prosecuted ;  nor  any 
public  officer  for  an  offence  which  has  no  relation 
to  his  public  trust. 

3.  The  doctrine,  in  fine,  is  inconsistent  with  a 
fair  construction  or  the  terms  of  the  Constitution. 
The  operative  words  are  express:  "The  Presi- 
dent, Vice  President,  and  all  civil  officers  of  the 
United  States,  shall  be  removed  from  office  on 
impeachment  for.  and  conviction  of  treason,  brib- 
ery, or  other  hiffh  crimes  and  misdemeanors." — 
Art.  2^  sec.  4.  The  previous  clauses  are  only  de- 
scriptive of  the  power  and  distributive  of  its  exer- 
cise ;  declaring  that  the  sole  power  to  institute, 
and  the  sole  power  to  try,  impeachments,  shall 
belong  to  the  branches  of  the  Lcjgislature  re- 
spectivdy.  Thej  contain  no  description  of  the 
persons  liable  to  impeachment,  nor  ofthe  offences 
for  which  the  impeachment  may  be  brought.  To 
suppose  that  they  include  a  jurisdiction  over  all 
persons,  for  all  ofiences,  is  to  annihilate  the  trial 
oy  jury  where  a  punishment  more  severe  than 
death,  to  an  honorable  mind,  may  be  inflicted ;  it 
is  to  overthrow  all  the  barriers  of  criminal  juris- 


prudence ;  for  every  petty  roffue  may  be  tried  by 
impeachment  before  this  High  Court  for  every  of- 
fence within  the  indefinite  classification  of  a  mis- 
demeanor. 

The  reason  of  the  thing,  as  well  as  the  expres- 
sion, shows,  however,  that  the  ofiender  must  be  a 
civil  officer,  to  vest  the  jurisdiction  of  impeach- 
ment. For  evory  other  offender  a  competent  pun- 
ishment is  provided  in  the  ordinary  tribunals ;  but, 
in  the  case  of  a  public  officer,  no  sentence  strictly 
judicial,  in  any  common  law  court,  can  affect  the 
tenure  of  his  office.  In  the  business  of  offices,  to 
appoint,  to  re-appoint,  or  to  abstain  from  re-ap- 
pomting,  are  attributes  and  exercises  of  Executive 
authodty ;  the  ordinary  judicial  authority  cannot 
exercise  them,  nor  restrain  or  regulate  their  exer- 
cise by  the  proper  magistrate.  Hence  arose  the 
necessity  of  the  judgment  in  case  of  a  conviction 
on  impeachment;  which,  by  declaring  that  the 
delinquent  officer  shall  be  removed,  and  that  he 
shall  never  be  re-appointed,  afixes,  in  effect,  a 
check,  or  limitation,  to  the  general  power  of  the 
Elxecutive. 

But,  if  civil  officers  are  not  extlusively  contem* 
plated,  why  limit  the  judgment  on  impeachment 
simply  to  a  removal  and  disqualification  ?  The 
common  law  maxim  says,  that  no  man  shall  be 
twice  tried  for  the  same  offence ;  and  if  the  Sen- 
ate may.  on  any  charge  against  any  offender,  try 
the  whole  merits  of  the  accusation  and  defence, 
why  restrain  them  from  pronouncing  the  whole   w...«i^»  . 

judjgnient?    Why  multiply  trials,  and  parcel  out  implied.    Here  lilr.  D.  added,  that  if  the  jpo^ 
jurudictions,  when  one  trial,  one  jurisdiction,  |  was  assumed  under  the  genenl  terms  of  the  in 


would  accomplish  every  purpose  of  justice  1  There 
is  an  appearance  of  absurdity  in  the  doctrine  that 
cannot  oe  overlooked.  A  private  citizen,  who 
holds  an  office,  may  be  impeached,  on  the  specu- 
lation that,  at  some  period  of  his  life,  it  is  possihle 
he  should  be  appointed  a  public  officer.  And.  if 
any  sentence  is  pronounced,  it  must,  in  his  case, 
be  a  perpetual  disqualification;  whereas,  Ib  the 
case  of  a'man  actually  in  office,  the  sentence  may 
only  extend  to  a  present  removal. 

Again:  if  the  bare  desifnation  of  the  party 
who  should  impeach,  and  ofthe  party  who  •hooU 
try  impeachments,  creates  a  jurisdiction  over  all 
persons  for  all  offences,  why  should  the  subte> 
quent  clause  specially  name  the  President,  Vice 
President,  and  all  civil  officers  of  the  United 
States  ?  They  would,  certainly,  be  included  in 
the  general  authority :  and  it  can  be  no  answer  to 
say,  that  it  was  with  a  view,  imperatively,  to 
command  their  removal  on  conviction,  because 
the  restricted  judgment  of  the  Senate  points  em- 
phatically at  their  case — a  removal  from  office 
and  a  perpetual  disqualification.  Would  not  those 
officers  be  removed  or  disqualified  for  any  offence 
for  which  a  private  citizen  might  be  disqualified 
on  impeachment,  though  it  is  not  one  of  the  eno- 
merated  offences  ?  It  is  here^  likewise,  to  be  re- 
marked, that  the  persons  subject  to  removaL  are 
to  be  '*  civil  officers  of  the  Umted  States,*^  exclud- 
ing all  idea  of  affecting  the  station  of  State  offi- 
cers; and  yet  State  officers,  as  well  as  prirate 
citizens,  are  liable  to  impeachment  before  this 
Senate,  according  to  the  present  claim  of  juris- 
diction. 

And  here  Mr.  D.  again  asked,  if  the  general  in- 
vestment of  the  power  of  impeachment  ereatied 
so  unqualified  a  jurisdiction,  by  what  law  are  we 
to  be  guided,  in  instituting,  conducting,  and  coo- 
cluding  the  process?  There  is  no  act  of  Congress 
adopting  or  prescribing  a  rule ;  and  if  it  is  a  mat- 
ter referred,  by  impli^tion,  to  the  English  code, 
whence  wiU  the  Senate  derive  a  discretionary 
power  to  adopt  the  modern  and  reject  the  ancient 
law ;  to  select  the  doctrine  as  it  relates  to  Peers, 
or  the  doctrine  as  it  relates  to  Commoners  ?  No ; 
the  words  do  not  permit  this  latitude  of  jurisdic- 
tion ; — the  reason  of  the  case  does  not  require  it. 
On  the  contrary,  the  Constitution  presents  a  c(»n- 
plete  and  consistent  system : — ^it  declares  who  shall 
impeach,  who  shall  try.  who  may  be  impeached, 
for  what  offences,  and  liow  the  delinquents  shall 
be  punished.  Finding  all  these  arrangements  in 
die  Constitution,  finding  everything  that  was  ne- 
cessary to  suit  tne  means  to  the  design,  to  intro- 
duce a  practice  in  conformity  with  the  policy  of 
impeachments,  it  would  be  unjust  and  unreason- 
abfe  to  suppose  the  framers  of  that  glorious 'in- 
strument meant  more  than  they  have  expressed, 
or  left  in  doubt  and  ambiguity  so  important  a  part 
of  their  work.  The  power,  as  it  relates  to  the 
civil  officers  of  the  United  States,  is  expressly 
given ;  it  is  not  expressly  given  as  relates  to  any 
other  description  of  citizens ;  and,  therefore,  it  is 
enouji^h  to  observe,  that  it  cannot  be  assumed  or 
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Testment,  it  would  eqaally  embrace  the  case  of 
military  and  civil  officers;  and  the  imperative 
clause,  as  it  has  been  called,  only  demands  the  re- 
moval of  civil  officers  on  a  conviction  5  whereas 
the  policy,  if  it  operates  in  the  way  contended  for, 
would  apply  as  much  to  military  as  to  civil  offi- 
cers. 

Proceeding  to  the  second  branch  of  the  first 
general  proposition  (that  the  offence  for  which 
an  impjeachment  lies,  must  be  committed  in  the 
execution  of  an  official  trust,)  Mr.  Dallas  observed, 
that  the  argument  had  necessarily  been,  in  a  great 
measure,  anticipated.  The  ordmary  penal  law 
and  courts  of  justice  can  punish  every  offence, 
whether  it  is  committed  by  public  officers,  or. 
by  a  private  citizen ;  but  as  official  offences  can 
only  be  committed  by  public  officers  and  as  it 
would  be  a  dangerous  encroachment  on  the  Ex- 
ecutive power,  to  authorize  the  Judges  to  pro- 
nounce a  removal  from  office,  a  provision  has 
been  wisely  superadded,  which  is  at  once  calcula- 
ted to  preserve  the  independence  of  the  Depart- 
ments of  Gk)vernment,  and  to  secure  the  people 
from  an  abuse  of  the  Executive  authority.  It  is 
evident,  however,  from  the  description  of  persons 
and  ofiences  imp^chable,  and  the  qualified  nature 
of  the  punishment  to  be  infiicted  on  a  conviction, 
that  official  ofiences  and  ofienders  were  alone  con- 
templated. This  opinion  is  fortified  by  the  ex- 
press provisions  of  the  Constitutions  of  the  indi- 
vidual States.  [Here  Mr.  Dallas  read  extracts 
from  the  Constitutions  of  New  Hampshire,  Mas- 
sachusetts, New  York,  Pennsylvania,  North  Car- 
olina«  South  Carolina,  Georgia,  Vermont,  Ken- 
tucky, and  Tennessee,  all  of  which  restricted  the 
power  of  impeachment  to  the  case  of  offences 
committed  in  office.]  And  he  remarked,  that  this 
being  the  sense  of  the  States  individually,  it  may 
fairly  be  presumed  to  be  their  sense  collectively. 
In  politics,  as  well  as  in  mathematics,  all  the  oarts 
are  equal  to  the  whole ;  and  when  we  find  all  the 
parts  pursuing  this  policy,  we  must,  in  order  to  be 
consistent,  ascribe  the  same  policy  to  the  whole, 
when  acting  on  the  same  subject.  But,  it  may 
be  added,  thsLi  even  the  House  of  Representatives 
seems  to  have  entertained  the  opinion,  that  an  im- 
peachable offence  must  be  an  off*ence  committed 
by  an  officer,  in  the  execution  of  his  office ;  since 
it  is  stated,  as  the  gist  of  the  charge  in  the  arti- 
cles of  impeachment,  that  the  defendant  was  a 
Senator,  (which  the  prosecutors  contend  is  an 
office,)  and  that  the  misdemeanors  imputed  to 
him,  were  committed  contrary  to  the  duues  of  his 
station. 

2.  That  a  Senator  is  not  a  civil  officer,  impeach- 
able within  the  meaning  of  the  Constitution ;  and 
that,  in  the  present  instance,  no  crime  or  misde- 
meanor is  charged  to  have  been  committed  by 
William  Blount,  in  the  character  of  a  Senator. 

In  entering  upon  the  discussion  of  this  general 
proposition,  Mr.  Dallas  thought  it  necessary  to 
notice  a  verbal  criticism,  to  which  the  honorable 
Bfanager,  in  a  state  of  evident  embarrassment, 
had  condescended  to  resort,  in  maintenance  of  the 
claim  of  jurisdiction.  It  had  been  seriously  urgecL 
that  there  was  a  distinction  between  officers  of, 


and  officers  wuier,  the  United  States ;  the  former 
designating  the  officers  forming  the  Departments 
of  the  Governments.  Executive  and  Legislative; 
the  latter  designating  the  officers  appointed  by  the 
Executive  Department.  But  a  moment's  consid- 
eration will  incontestibly  show  that  the  expres- 
sions "  officers  o/i"  and  *'  officers  under^^^  the  Uni- 
ted States,  are  indiscriminately  used  in  the  Con- 
stitution. Thus,  in  the  very  section  on  which 
the  controversy  turns,  it  is  said^  that  *^  the  Presi- 
dent, Vice  President,  and  all  civil  officers  of  the 
United  States,  shall  be  removed  on  conviction," 
&«.  Will  it  be  admitted,  that  the  Executive  and 
Legislative  Departments  are  alone  liable  to  be  re- 
moved, under  this  provision,  and  that  it  does  not 
extend  to  officers  tmder  the  United  States,  ap- 
pointed by  the  President  ?  But  the  very  judg- 
ment to  be  pronounced  excludes  such  a  construc- 
tion; for,  ^^ judgment  in  cases  of  impeachment 
shall  not  extend  further  than  to  removal  from 
office,  and  disqualification  to  hold  and  enjoy  any 
office  of  honor,  trust  or  profit  wider  the  United 
States." 

Again:  The  Constitution  declares,  that  "no 
person  holding  any  office  of  profit,  or  trust,  un- 
der the  United  States,  shall,  witnout  the  con- 
sent of  Congress,  accept  of  any  present,"  d>c. 
May  the  President,  Vice  President,  and  members 
of  either  branch  of  the  Legislature,  being,  as  it  is 
said,  officers  o/'the  United  States,  accept  a  present, 
or  a  title,  without  the  consent  of  Congress  1 

A^ain:  The  Constitution  declares,  that  "the 
President  shall  appoint  all  other  officers  of  the 
United  States :"  does  this  ^ve  him  no  power  to 
appoint  officers  wnder  the  United  States?  If  it 
does  not,  whence  does  he  derive  that  power, 
which  he  daily  exercises  1  By  the  6th  article  ot 
the  Constitution  it  is  provided,  that  "  the  Senators 
and  Representatives  before  mentioned,  and  the 
members  of  the  several  State  Legislatures,  and  all 
Executive  and  Judicial  officers,  both  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  of  the  several  States,  shall  be 
bound  by  oath  or  affirmation  to  support  this  Con- 
stitution ;  but  lio  religious  test  shall  ever  be  re- 
quired as  a  qualification  to  any  office*,  or  public 
trust,  under  the  United  States:"  Now,  is  it  rea- 
sonable to  interpret  this  article,  so  as  to  require 
the  political  teat  only  from  officers  of  the  United 
States,  that  is  from  the  President  and  members  of 
the  Legislature,  and  not  from  officers  wuier  the 
United  States,  that  is  from  persons  appointed  by 
the  Executive?  Or  so  as  to  exempt  (^cers tmder 
the  United  States,  that  is,  officers  appointed  by  the 
Executive,  from  the  religious  test,  while  such  a 
test  may  be  exacted  from  the  President  and  mem- 
bers of  the  Legislature,  under  the  description  of 
officers  of  the  United  States  ?  This  cursory  analy- 
sis is  a  sufficient  refutation  of  the  distinction, 
which  has  been  attempted  on  a  mere  quibble,  or 
play  of  words 

Mr.  Dallas  then  proceeded  to  observe,  that 
there  were  no  words  m  the  Constitution,  that  ex- 
tended the  impeachment  power  to  the  case  of  a 
Senator.  The  fourth  section  of  the  second  arti- 
cle contains  the  only  Constitutional  description  oC 
persons  liable  to  impeachment;  and^t  does  m^t 
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expressly  naooe  a  member  of  either  branch  of  the 
Legislature.  To  involve  a  legislator,  therefore,  in 
the  operation  of  the  power,  it  must  be  by  impli- 
cation, either  including  his  case  in  the  general 
terras  of  the  investment,  or  in  the  description  ol 
civil  officers.  But  why,  he  inquired,  insert  the 
President  and  Vice  President,  and  omit  the  Sena- 
tor, if  the  Senator  was  equstWj  intended  to  be 
affected  by  the  provision  1  Under  the  general  de- 
signation of  *'  civil  officers,"  it  would  surely  have 
been  much  more  natural  to  include  the  President 
and  Vice  President,  than  the  members  of  the  Le- 
gislature. If  the  President  and  Vice  President 
are  named  as  a  department  of  the  Government,  so 
ought  the  Senators  and  Representatives.  It  is  a 
rule  of  law,  that  by  naming  an  inferior  officer,  a 
superior  cannot  be  affected.  The  Legislative  de- 
partment is,  in  all  free  Governments,  considered 
as  the  sovereign ;  and  those  who  compose  it  can- 
not be  properly  classed  with  civil  officers,  the  sub- 
ordinate functionaries  of  the  State.  There  is  an- 
other rule  of  law,  expressio  unius  exdusio  alteH- 
U8;  and  therefore,  by  naming  the  Executive,  the- 
Legislative  department,  not  being  named,  is  ex- 
cluded. But  Mr.  Dallas  urged,  at  considerable 
length,  the  great  inconvenience  which  would  arise 
from  an  opposite  construction,  by  destroying  the 
independence  of  the  two  branches  of  the  Legisla- 
ture, by  enabling  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
drive  a  Senator  from  his  seat,  by  arming  a  major- 
ity with  the  instruments  of  personal  vengeance 
against  their  political  opponents,  and  by  rendering 
Senators  the  judges  in  their  own  cause.  And  he 
contended,  that  to  include  the  Senators  in  the  de- 
scription of  "  civil  officers,"  would  generate  end- 
less absurdity  and  inconsistency  in  the  Constitu- 
tion itself. 

The  2d  section  of  the  2d  article  provides,  that 
"  the  President  shall  nominate,  and,  by  and  with 
the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  shall  ap- 
point Ambassadors,  other  public  Ministers  and 
Consuls.  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  and  all 
other  officers  of  the  United  States,  whose  appoint- 
ments are  not  herein  otherwise  provided  for.  and 
which  shall  be  established  by  law."  The  Presi- 
dent having  then  power  to  appoint  all  the  officers 
of  the  United  States,  including  military  as  well 
as  civil  officers ;  the  3d  section  of  the  same  article, 
declaring  that  ^  he  shall  commission  all  the  offi- 
cers of  the  United  Slates ;"  and  the  4th  section, 
providing  for  the  removal  of  all  civil  officers  ex- 
cluding military  officers,  on  impeachment  and 
conviction;  it  would  seem  inevitably  to  result, 
that  no  man  is  an  officer  of  the  United  States, 
unless  he  has  been  appointed  and  commissioned 
hf  the  President ;  and  that,  therefore,  unless  he 
is  so  appointed  and  commissioned,  he  cannot 
be  an  object  of  impeachment.  Here  Mr.  Dal- 
las requested  that  it  might  be  remembered, 
that  the  provision  respecting  impeachments  was 
a  part  of^  the  Executive  article  of  the  Constitu- 
tion; and  was  immediately  connected  with  the 
arrangements  for  making  appointments,  and  issu- 
ing commissions,  under  the  authority  of  the  Pre 
sident. 

Then  Mr.  Dallas  proceeded  to  inquire,  does  the 


President  nominate  or  commission  Senators  or 
Representatives?  No:  nor  does  the  Constitution, 
in  any  part  of  it,  term  them  officers,  or  call  their 
representative  station  an  office.  But  the  honora- 
ble Manager  has  said,  that  the  latitude  to  which 
this  position  extends  would  render  it  necessary 
that  the  President  should  issue  a  commission  to 
himself  to  the  Vice  President,  and  to  the  Speaker 
of  the  House  of  Representatives,  since  they  arc 
all  expressly  denominated  officers.  The  Consti- 
tution, however,  is  not  chargeable  with  this  ab- 
surdity. The  President  and  vice  President  have 
their  commissions  from  the  Constitution  itself; 
and  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
is  emphatically  an  officer  of  the  House,  not  of  the 
United  States.  But  the  objection  affords  an  op- 
portunity to  illustrate  the  meaningof  the  Consti- 
tution. It  is  provided  that  the  rresident  shall 
commission  all  officers^  and  that  all  civil  officers 
shall  be  removed  on  impeachment  and  convic- 
tion ;  but  the  President  does  not  commission  him- 
self and  the  Vice  President,  and.  therefore,  as  it 
was  intended  to  affect  them  by  the  impeachment 
power,  it  became  necessary  expressly  to  name 
them.  The  President  does  not  commission  Sena- 
tors and  Representatives;  but  it  was  not  intended 
to  affect  them  by  the  impeachment,  and,  there- 
fore, they  are  not  named. 

Mr.  Dallas  continued  to  analyze  various  parts 
of  the  Constitution,  and  argued  from  the  opera- 
tion of  them  that  a  legblator  never  was  considered 
as  an  officer  of  the  United  States,  in  the  ordinary 
or  Constitutional  acceptation  of  the  term.  The 
6th  section  of  the  1st  article  contains  the  follow- 
ing passage:  "No  Senator  or  Representative 
shall,  during  the  time  for  which  he  was  elected, 
be  appointed  to  any  civil  office  under  the  authority 
of  the  United  States,  which  shall  have  been  creaUa, 
or  t?ie  envolum^ents  whereof  ahaU  have  been  in- 
creased during  such  time;  and  no  person  holding 
any  office  und^  the  United  States  shall  he  a  mem- 
her  of  either  House  during  his  continuance  in 
office?'*  Nothing  could  more  strongly  mark  the 
discrimination  ^tween  a  legislator  and  an  officer 
than  the  language  which  is  here  used.  It  is  de- 
clared that  no  member  holding;  any  office  shall  be 
a  member  of  either  House  while  he  continues  in 
office.  If  a  member  was  deemed  an  officer,  the 
phraseology  would,  doubtless,  have  been,  "no 
member  holding  any  other  office."  Again :  let  it 
be  supposed  that,  previously  to  the  amendment  of 
the  (Constitution,  (which  merely  provides  that  no 
law  varying  the  compensation  for  the  services  of 
Senators  and  Representatives  shall  take  effect, 
until  an  election  of  Representatives  has  inter- 
vened,) the  pay  of  Senator  had  been  increased  by 
an  act  of  Congress,  could  not  a  Representative, 
who  had  assisted  in  passing  the  act  be  chosen  a 
Senator  before  the  expiration  of  tne  two  years 
for  which  he  was  originally  elected  ?  Again:  let 
it  be  supposed  that  a  new  State  was  erected  ani 
admitted  into  the  Union ; — if  a  Senator  is  an  offi- 
cer, the  office  of  Senator  for  the  new  State  would 
be  created  during  the  time  for  which  Congress, 
who  created  it,  was  elected  ;  and  yeC  might  not  a 
member  of  that  Congress  be  chosen  a  Senator  for 
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the  new  State,  before  the  expiration  of  the  time 
for  which  he  was  elected  a  Representative? 
Wheo,  for  instance,  Kentucky  was  separated 
from  Virginia,  and  erected  into  a  State,  was  not 
a  Representative  elected  for  Virginia,  residing 
within  the  boundaries  of  Kentucky,  eligible  im- 
mediately  as  a  Senator  of  Kentucky,  though  he 
resigned  his  representative  seat  before  the  term  of 
his  election  had  elapsed  ? 

The  first  section  of  the  2d  article,  likewise, 
pointedly  distinguishes  between  a  legislator  and  a 
public  officer,  declaring,  '*  that  no  Senator  or  Re- 
presentative, or  person  holding  an  office  of  trust 
or  profit  under  the  United  States, sballbe  appointed 
an  Elector."  If  Senators  or  Representatives  were 
considered  as  persons  holding  offices  of  profit  or 
trust  under  the  United  States,  it  was  superfluous 
to  specify  them  at  all  -,  or,  if  named,  it  would  have 

•  been  correct  to  say,  "no  Senator  or  Representa- 
tive, or  person  holding  any  other  office  of  trust  or 
profit,"  &c  But  it  is  important  also  to  remark, 
that  here^  where  the  Constitution  intends  to  work 
a  disqualification,  as  to  Senators  and  Representa- 
tives, they  are  expressly  named ;  and  no  sound 
reason  can  be  offered  why  they  should  not  have 
been  equally  named,  if  the  Constitution  had  in- 
tended to  subject  them  to  impeachment. 

But  the  8th  section  of  the  1st  article  contains  a 
classification,  which  is  calculated  to  demonstrate 
to  every  candid  understanding  that  the  framers  of 
the  Constitution  uniformly  distinguished  between 
legislators  and  officers.  It  is  there  provided  that 
Congress  shall  have  power  '4o  make  all  laws 
which  shalf  be  necessary  and  proper  for  carrying 
into  execution  the  foregoing  powers,  and  all  other 
powers  vested  by  this  Constitution:  1st,  in  the 
Government  of  the  United  States;  2d,  or  in  any 
Department  thereof;  3d,  or  in  any  officer  thereof." 
This  furnishes  a  key  to  the  meaning  of  the  Con- 
stitution. The  Government  of  the  United  States 
embraces  all  the  Departments;  and  the  Legisla- 
ture is  a  Department.  It  is  true  that  the  Execu- 
tive and  the  Judicial  powers  likewise  constitute 
Departments  of  the  Government ;  but  they  are  in 
their  nature  and  operations  characteristically  dis- 
tin^ishable  from  the  Legislative  Department. 
The  Legislature  always  conveys  to  the  miod  the 
idea  of  numbers;  the  Judiciary  and  Executive  al- 

^  ways  convey  to  the  mind  the  idea  of  individuals; 

'  the  former  acts  by  majorities;  the  latter  act  by 
persons.  Hence  we  find  the  Legislature  is  chosen, 
the  Executive  and  Judiciary  are  appointed ;  the 
one  is  called  a  trust  the  others  are  called  offices. 
In  common  parlance,  as  well  as  in  technical  pre- 
cision, the  Legislature  is  denominated  a  body,  of 
which  each  Representative  is  a  member.  The 
members  of  the  Legislature  have  no  responsibili- 
ty but  to  their  constituents ;  and  what  they  do  as 
legislators  can  nowhere  else  be  questioned.  But 
Bixecutive  and  Judicial  Mafbtrates  are  responsi- 
ble for  all  their  acts,  in  the  ordinary  course  of 
criminal  prosecution,  as  well  as  in  the  extraordi- 
nary course  of  impeachment 

This  distinction  is  not  a  novelty ;  it  has  been 
drawn  in  the  Articles  of  Confederation^  it  exists 
in  the  present  Federal  Constitution,  it  is  reoog- 
5th  CoH.— 72 


nised  in  many  of  the  Constitutions  of  the  indivi*- 
dual  States,  and  even  the  recent  acts  of  Congress 
sanction  and  enforce  it.  Mr.  Dallas,  having  read 
the  extracts  to  support  his  assertion,  animadverted 
particularly  on  the  oath  of  office  prescribed  in  the 
Constitution  (Art  2,  sec.  1)  to  the  President, 
though  none  was  prescribed  to  Senators  or  Re- 
presentatives ;  and  on  the  act  of  Congress  to  cer- 
tain oaths  which  exacted  from  Senators  and  Re* 
presentatives  more  than  an  oath  to  support  the 
Constitution  ;  but  to  the  Executive,  Judicial,  and 
all  the  subordinate  officers  of  the  United  States, 
prescribed  an  additional  oath  of  office. 

But,  Mr.  D.  contended,  that,  independent  of 
all  precedent  and  authority,  the  distinction  was 
founded  upon  the  very  nature  of  a  free  Gbvem- 
ment  The  Legislature  is,  in  theory,  the  people: 
they  do  not  themselves  assemble,  but  thev  depute 
a  few  to  act  for  them ;  and  the  laws  which  are 
thus  made  are  the  expressions  of  the  will  of  the 
people.  Over  their  Representatives,  the  people 
nave  a  complete  control,  and  if  one  set  transffresa 
they  can  appoint  another  set,  who  can  rescinaand 
annul  all  previous  bad  laws.  But  the  power  of 
the  people  is  onljr  to  make  the  laws ;  they  have 
nothing  to  do  with  executing  them;  thev  have 
nothing  to  do  with  expounding  them ;  ana  hence 
arises  the  diversit)r  in  the  modes  of  remedying 
any  grievance  which  they  may  suffer  from  the 
conduct  of  their  Representatives  or  agents.  If  a 
legislator  acts  wrong,  he  may  be  expelled  before 
the  term  for  which  he  was  chosen  has  expired  ;  he 
may  be  rejected  at  the  next  periodical  election ; 
and  the  laws  which  he  has  sanctioned  may  be 
repealed  by  a  new  representation.  But  if  an  Exe^ 
cutive,  or  a  Judicial  magistrate,  acts  wrong,  the 
people  have  no  immediate  power  to  correct ;  pro- 
secution and  impeachment  are  the  only  remedies 
for  the  evil.  Then,  it  is  manifest,  that,  by  the 
power  of  impeachment,  the  people  did  not  meaa 
to  guard  against  themselves,  but  against  their 
agents ;  they  did  not  mean  to  exclude  themselves 
from  the  right  of  reappointing,  or  pardoning ;  but 
to  restrain  the  Executive  Magistrate  from  doing 
either  with  respect  to  officers,  whose  offices  wett 
held  independent  of  popular  choice. 

The  subject  is  made  more  plain  by  two  consi*- 
derations — 1st,  that  although  either  House  may 
expel  a  member,  they  cannot  (on  the  principles  of 
the  Constitution,  without  any  express  prohibition) 
expel  him  twice  for  the  same  cause :  2d,  that  the 
President  is  not  empowered  to  pardon  in  cases  &[ 
impeachment.  In  the  case  of  expulsion,  the  mem* 
ber  b  sent  to  the  people,  but  if  they  choose  to 
return  him  again,  he  has  a  perfect  title  to  his  seat. 
In  the  case  of  an  impeachment,  the  delinquenit 
officer  is  dismissed.  On  the  general  power  of  the 
Executive,  he  might  be  reappointed ;  but  to  guard 
against  the  abuKe  of  that  power,  the  Gonstitutioa 
superadds  a  sentence  of  perpetual  disqualification. 

It  has  been  said  by  the  honorable  Manager,  that 
every  person  who  executes  an  authority  is,  in  ftict, 
an  omcer ;  but  this  definition  is  certainly  too  vagu^ 
and  extensive.  Here  Mr.  D.  exemplified  the  ^en^ 
ral  principle  of  his  arsument,  by  Uie  analogies  to 
a  corporation,  which  has  a  power  of  making  by* 
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laws,  appointing  its  own  officers  (being  members 
of  the  corporation)  and  acting  by  proxy.  The 
proxies  appointed  by  the  members  (one  proxy, 
perhaps,  for  many  members^  he  compared  to  Sen- 
ators and  Representatives ;  but,  surely,  the  proxies 
were  never  called  the  officers  of  the  corporation. 
When  the  president  and  directors  of  the  corpora- 
tion are  chosen  from  its  members,  they  are  called 
the  officers  of  the  institution ;  so,  when  the  Speaker 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  is  chosen,  he  is 
called  the  officer  of  tne  House,  but  the  rest  of  the 
Representatives  remain  its  members :  the  language 
of  the  Constitution,  indeed,  is  pointed  on  this  sub- 
ject :  "  The  House  of  Representatives  shall  choose 
their  Speaker,  and  other  officers."  The  Congress 
-may  by  law  provide  for  the  case  of  removal, 
death,  resignation,  or  inability,  both  of  the  Presi- 
dent and  Vice  President,  declaring  what  officer 
shall  then  act  as  President."    Now,  the  latter  ex- 

StessionjWJuU  officer,  without  saying  "  of,  or  un- 
er,  the  United  States,"  seems  to  be  employed  to 
admit  the  very  case  of  the  Speaker  of  the  House 
of  Representatives,  who  is  an  officer  (an  officer 
more  confidential  tnan  any  appointed  by  the  Exe- 
cutive) but  yet  he  cannot  be  called  an  officer  of 
the  United  States.  The  act  of  Congress,  which 
was  passed  to  effectuate  this  Constitutional  provi- 
sion, preserves  the  same  guarded  and  appropriate 
language.  The  title  is,  ^^  An  act,  &c.,  declaring 
the  officer  who  shall  act  as  President,  d&c.,"  and 
the  9th  section  provides,  "  that  in  case  of  removal, 
death,  resignation,  or  inabilitv  both  of  the  Presi- 
dent and  \  ice  President  of  tne  United  States,  the 
President  of  the  Senate  vro  tempore,  and  in  case 
there  shall  be  no  Presiaent  of  the  Senate,  then 
the  Speaker  of  the  Hotise  of  Eepresentatives^or 
ihe  time  being,  shall  act  as  President,  d&c."  The 
President  of  the  Senate  pro  tempore,  and  the 
Speaker  of  the  House  ot  Representatives,  are 
joierely  the  officers  of  their  respective  Houses  ;  and 
it  is  only  by  being  chosen  to  the  Chair,  that  they 
acquire  the  denomination  of  officers,  contradistin- 
guished from  the  character  of  members. 

Mr.  D.  repeated,  that  from  a  just  consideration 
of  the  principles  of  our  Qovemment,  it  was  thus 
manifest,  that  the  moment  there  was  a  departure 
from  the  immediate  choice  of  the  people,  tne  law 
of  impeachment  became  necessary  to  secure  them 
trom  the  favoritism,  or  perverseness  of  the  Execu- 
tive Magistrate.  Impeachment,  he  ol^erved,  is, 
with  respect  to  Executive  and  Judicial  officers, 
what  exfndnon  is  with  respect  to  the  members  of 
ide  (iegislature.  As  expulsion  enables  the  people 
lO  decide  whether  they  will  restore  the  evicted 
Jl^ember  to  their  service,  a  conviction  on  impeach- 
jnent  enables  the  Representatives  of  the  people 
4q  decide  whether  the  aelinquent  shall  be  partially 
or  totally  excluded  from  the  honors  and  emolu- 
ments ot  public  office.  But  the  very  circumstance 
of  declarmg  that  a  pardon  shall  not  avail  in  cases 
of  impeachment,  though  a  re- election  shall  avail 
in  cases  of  expulsion,  demonstrates  (as  was  before 
intimated)  that  the  people  did  not  mean  to  guard 
against  the  exercise  of  their  own  sovereignty,  but 
against  an  abuse  of  the  power  delegated  to  their 
agents.    Nor  is  there  aay  legal  force  in  the  object- 


ion, that  a  Senator  or  Representative,  convicted 
upon  impeachment,  should  be  rendered  ineligible  ; 
for  the  people  are  the  best  judges  to  whom  they 
ought  to  confide  their  interests ;  and  it  is  no  un- 
common thing  in  the  law,  that  persons  disqualified 
to  act  for  themselves  may  be  qualified  to  act  for 
others.  A  minor  and  a  married  woman  may  be 
an  executor  or  executrix.  A  person  outlawed  or 
attainted  may  be  an  attorney.  And  it  appears 
from  the  case  of  Wilkes,  andf  many  other  cases, 
that  conviction  of  a  misaemeanor^  is  no  bar  to  an 
election  as  a  member  of  the  British  Parliament. 

Here  Mr.  D.  entered  into  a  general  recapitula- 
tion of  the  points  of  his  argument,  urging  that 
the  reason  on  which  the  law  of  impeachments 
was  founded,  did  not  apply  to  the  case  of  a  legis- 
lator; that  impeachments  were  intended  as  a 
check  on  the  Executive  power,  in  the  business  of 
appointing  to  office ;  that  the  power  of  expulsion, 
by  returning  an  offending  member  to  his  consti- 
tuents, was  sufficient  to  enable  each  House  of  Con- 
gress to  preserve  itself  from  pollution ;  and  that 
the  general  penal  law,  applying  as  much  to  Sena- 
tors and  Representatives  as  to  any  other  class  of 
citizens,  was  competent  to  every  purpose  of  pun- 
ishment, as  well  as  to  warn  the  people  against 
unworthy  candidates  for  their  favor.  But,  besides 
these  considerations,  there  are  precautions  taken 
in  relation  to  the  piopular  choice,  which  are  not 
taken  in  the  ordinary  appointments  to  office.  The 
candidates  must  have  attained  a  certain  age ;  ihej 
must  be  qualified  by  citizenship  and  long  resi- 
dence; and  they  are  exposed  to  the  ordeal  of  fre- 
quent elections.  Under  these  cirounfttances,  the 
great  security,  after  all,  is,  that  the  jieople  will 
only  trust  those  citizens  with  Legislative  power 
who  will  employ  it  with  wisdom  and  fidelity. 

There  is,  nowever,  one  topic  connected  with 
the  present  discussion,  to  wnich  the  honorable 
Manager  (perhaps  from  motives  of  delicacy)  has 
not  adverted,  thouffh  in  almost  every  conversation 
abroad,  it  is  treated  as  of  some  importance.  Mr. 
D.  said,  he  meant  the  distinction  between  Repre- 
sentatives and  Senators,  as  objects  of  impeach- 
ments, owing  to  the  participation  of  the  Senate 
in  the  Executive  business  of  makin?  treaties, 
and  appointing  officers ;  and  on  which  distinction 
alone^  a  Senator  has  sometimes  been  regarded  as 
a  civil  officer.  But  the  objection  is  susceptible  of 
a  full  and  satisfactory  answer.  The  Constitution 
declares,  where  the  Legislative^  and  where  the 
Executive  power  shall  be  deposited,  and  to  each 
depositary  it  allots  certain  attributes;  but  it  no 
where  calls,  or  considers,  the  Senate  as  an  Execu- 
tive body.  The  omnipatence  of  the  people  in 
choosing  their  form  of  Qovemment,  and  in  modi- 
fying its  powers,  will  not  be  denied.  They  might 
have  established  a  despotism  instead  of  a  Repub- 
lic when  they  ratified  the  existing  Constitution ; 
and  they  had  a  riffht  td  regulate  and  limit,  as  they 
pleased,  the  jurisdiction  of  the  great  departments 
of  the  State.  Thejr  have,  in  fact,  exercised  this 
absolute  authority  in  a  variety  of  instances.  If 
they  have  enlarged  the  sphere  of  Senatorial  an- 
thority,  as  a  Legislative  power,  in  the  cases  of 
treaties  and  oflices,  they  have  abridged  it  in  the 
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ease  of  iiM>Dey  bills.  If  they  haye  abridged  the 
Presidential  authority,  as  an  Execative  power,  in 
the  cases  of  treaties  and  offices,  they  have  enlarged 
it,  in  the  case  of  the  qualifiea  negative  on  laws ; 
and,  indeed,  the  President  might  as  well,  for  that 
reason,  be  called  a  member  of  the  Legislature,  as 
a  Senator  may,  for  the  preceding  reason,  be  called 
a  ciyil  officer. 

But  what  is  the  nature  of  this  Senatorial  parti- 
cipation in  the  business  of  the  Executiye  ?  It  is 
nothing  more  than  a  privilege  to  approve^  or  to 
disapprove;  to  ezpres  a  Le^^islative  senument, 
upon  an  Executive  i)roposiuon.  The  right  to 
nominate,  to  commission,  and  to  remove  public 
officers,  remains,  exclusively,  in  the  President. 
Blight  not  the  people,  however,  have  given  to  the 
Legislature,  or  to  either  of  its  oraoches,  an  entire 
power  over  offices,  without  changing  or  destroy- 
mg  the  L^slative  character  ?  In  Pennsylvania, 
the  State  Treasurer  is  always  appointed  by  the 
Gkneral- Assembly;  and  that  body  may  appoint 
all  the  other  officers  in  the  department  of  accounts. 
This  wae  the  case,  likewise,  when  the  Legislature 
of  Pennsylvania  consisted  of  only  one  Hoase ; 
and  yet  it  never  was  thought  that  the  Represent- 
atives, for  this  reason,  became  Execative  magis- 
trates or  civil  officers.  If  the  pem^e  might  invest 
their  Representatives  with  the  whole  power,  may 
they  not  invest  them  with  a  part  ?  But  if  this 
participation,  in  what  is  termed  Executive  busi- 
ness, changes  the  character  of  a  legislator  into 
the  character  of  a  civil  officer,  how  will  the  rule 
operate,  when  we  find  Congress  is  empowered  to 
make  war,  to  ^nt  letters  of  marque  and  reprisal, 
to  regulate  weights  and  measures,  to  coin  money, 
to  create  courts,  ^.,  all  attributes  of  Executive 
authority,  according  to  most  political  theories,  and 
practieally  so,  according  to  the  Government  of 
that  country  from  which  our  ideas  of  polities  and 
jurisprudence  are  derived  ?  Surely,  then,  the  dis- 
tribution of  power  is  no  criterion  on  the  occasion; 
and  the  participation  of  the  Senate,  in  the  busi- 
ness of  appointments,  may  as  well  be  called  a 
Legislative  as  an  Executive  authority :  it  is  a  part 
of  the  jurisdiction  alloted  t6  the  Senate  as  a  Le- 
gislative body.  The  general  reasoning  is  equally 
applicable  to  the  Senatorial  participauon  in  mak- 
ing treaties.  And  this  additional  remark  occurs. 
(hat,  as  treaties  are,  under  our  Constitution,  a  con^ 
arituent  part  of  the  supreme  law  of  the  land,  they 
would  seem  more  properly  to  be  chissed  with  Le- 
gislative than  with  Executive  acts.  Why,  like- 
wise, it  may  fairly  be  asked,  should  not  a  Senator 
be  considered  as  a  civil  officer,  on  account  of  the 
participation  Ythh  the  Judiciary,  in  matters  of  im- 
peachment, as  well  as  on  account  of  the  participa- 
tion with  the  Executive,  in  matters  of  office  and 
treaty  ?  And,  in  that  point  of  view,  the  House  of 
Representatives,  acting  in  the  character  of  the 
Grand  Inquest  of  the  nation,  may  also  be  denom- 
inated civil  officers.  But  the  truth  is,  and  it  can- 
not be  too  often  repeated,  that  the  people  have  a 
right  to  deposite  any  power,  in  any  form,  in  any 
department ;  and  an  arbitrary  definition  of  the 
power  will  not  alter  the  character  of  the  depart- 
ment 


Mr.  Dallas  here  observed,  that  he  had  so  great- 
ly trespassed  on  the  time  and  attention  of  the  Sen- 
ate, and  was  so  much  exhausted  with  the  debate, 
that  he  should  leave  it  to  his  colleague  to  dilate 
upon  the  remaining  points  involved  in  the  discus- 
sion. It  would  be  permitted  to  him,  however, 
cursorily  to  remark,  that  the  articles  of  impeach- 
ment do  not  charge  William  Blount  with  any 
crime  or  misdemeanor  committed  in  the  execu- 
tion of  his  office,  with  any  act  which  might  not 
have  been  committed  by  any  other  citizen,  as  well 
as  a  Senator;  that  there  was  room  for  argument, 
whether  an  officer  could  be  impeached  after  he 
was  out  of  office ;  not  by  a  voluntary  resignation 
to  evade  prosecution,  but  bv  an  adversary  expul- 
sion ;  ana  that  the  honorable  Manager  had  mis- 
understood the  object  of  the  i^ea,  when  he  supposed 
it  asserted  a  richt  to  a  trial  by  lury,  in  cases  prop- 
erly impeachable ;  since  the  clause  to  which  he 
referred  was  merely  inserted  to  shew  that,  unless 
this  was  a  case  in  which  an  impeachment  would 
lie.  the  party  was  entitled  to  a  trial  by  jury,  in  the 
ordinary  courts  having  cognizance  of  the  matters 
charged. 

Upon  the  whole.  Mr.  Dallas  expressed  his  hope, 
that  for  the  sake  of  the  principle,  as  well  as  in  fa- 
vor of  his  client,  the  plea  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
Senate  would  be  sustained,  and  the  impeachment 
dismissed ;  but,  whatever  should  be  the  result,  he 
was  confident  it  would  be  produced  by  delibera- 
tion, wisdom,  justice,  and  impartiality. 

The  Court  adjourned  until  to-morrow-morning 
at  eleven  o'clock. 


Januabt  5. 

The  Court  being  formed,  and  the  Managers 
and  counsel  having  attended,  Mr.  Inobrsoll  spoke 
as  follows : 

Mr.  President  J  and  Gentlemen 

of  this  Honorable  Senate : 

A  cause  involving  the  construction  of  an  im- 
portant part  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  the  dignity  and  independence  of  the  Sen- 
ate, and  the  rights  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, offers  for  consideration. 

Motives  of  such  high  import  secure  to  me  the 
attention  of  this  honorable  body,  while  I  attempt 
the  discussion  of  a  question,  novel,  curious,  and 
interesting  to  every  citizen  of  the  Union. 

I  shall  class  my  observations  under  these  three 
particulars,  to  wit :  The  nature,  the  ejctent,  and 
the  objects  of  the  power  of  impeachment,  as  de- 
signated by  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 

The  honorable  Chairman  of  the  Managers  has 
told  us  that  the  Constitution  has  adopted  the  word 
impeachment,  as  well  as  many  other  technical 
termsj  and  has  sent  us  to  the  common  law  for  its 
exposition ;  that,  by  following  the  guide  to  which 
he  refers  us,  we  shall  find  that  this  power  is  uni- 
versal and  without  exception,  pervades  every  part 
indefinite  as  to  offenders  and  offences,  restricted 
only  in  the  punishment  to  be  inflicted. 

This  suggestion  gives  to  the  cause  an  import- 
ance^ the  wei^t  of  which  oppre^es  me^   J  now 
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feel  a  zeal  beyond  the  line  of  the  mere  advocate. 
This  is  the  first  and  last  opportunity  to  pause  and 
consider  before  the  irretrievable  step  is  taken.  The 
interest  of  my  client  is  lost  in  the  consideration, 
how  the  event  of  this  hearing  may  affect  the 
public. 

Sir,  when  I  turn,  as  directed,  to  the  books  of 
the  law.  to  know  the  nature  of  the  proceeding  by 
impeacliment,  what  do  I  find  of  it  tnere  ?    Lattle 

food,  and  much  ill ;  and  while  the  energy  of  the 
English  language,  copious  as  it  is,  is  exhausted  in 
eulogiums  on  trials  by  jury  in  criminal  cases,  1 
read  of  none  on  proceedings  by  impeachment. 
The  best  Englbh  writent.content  themselves  with 
statin^^,  coldly,  that  the  most  proper  and  the  most 
usual  mstances  of  proceeding  by  impeachment,  are 
against  the  Ministers  and  other  great  officers  of 
State,  who,  surrounded  by  the  imposing  splendor 
of  royal  favor,  are  too  great  for*  the  grasp  of  law, 
administered  by  courts  and  iuries ;  and  from  the 
special  nature  of  the  alleged  crimes,  sometimes  a 
knowledge  is  requisite  not  always  possessed  by 
juries. 

Sir,  I  find  in  those  books,  that  the  trial  by  jury 
in  criminal  cases,  is  the  palladium  which  has  |)re- 
served  the  liberties  of  the  British  nation  during 
the  shocks  of  conquest  from  abroad,  the  convul- 
sions of  civil  wars  within,  and  the  more  dangerous 
period  of  modern  luxury. 
My  impression  or  my  sentiments  upon  this  sub- 

i'ect,  are  not  entitled  as  such,  to  the  notice  of  this 
lonorable  body;  but  when  lean  cite  in  their  sup- 
port such  names  as  Hale.  Hume,  Blackstone,  and 
Woodeson ;  when  I  can  add  the  expressions  of 
the  first  great  charter  of  American  freedom,  the 
Declaration  of  Independence,  in  which  I  find  it 
assigned  as  one  reason  for  the  dismemberment  of 
the  Empire,  that  the  King  had  given  his  assent  to 
laws,  for  depriving  us  in  many  cases  of  the  benefits 
of  trial  by  lury ;  I  trust  what  I  have  observed  in 
this  particular  will  not  be  stigmatized  as  declama- 
tion. 

Since  the  honorable  Manager  has  put  me  in 
this  course,  I  will  pursue  it  a  little  further.  And 
I  ask,  is  proceeding  by  impeachment  the  genuine 
offspring  of  that  Constitution  whose  very  end 
and  aim,  in  the  view  of  Montesquieu,  was  civil 
liberty ;  or  is  it  an  excrescence  on  the  body  poli- 
tic, a  necessary  evil  to  cure  a  greater  mischief ; 
a  balance  to  counterpoise  the  weight  of  monar- 
chy ?  I  read  in  Blackstone^s  Commentaries,  vol. 
i.  pp.  244,  249, 260, 251, 252, 257, 258 ;  and  Black- 
stones  Commentaries,  vol.'  iv.  259,  260,  that  the 
King,  all  perfect  and  immmial  in  his  royal  capaci- 
ty, can  do  no  wrong ;  and  hence  the  necessity  of 
a  check  b3r  impeachment  upon  his  ministers,  and 
those  subjects  who  are  entrusted  with  the  ad- 
ministration of  public  affairs,  who  may  infringe 
the  rights  of  the  people,  and  be  guilty  of  such 
crimes;  as  the  ordinary  magistrate  either  dares 
not  or  cannot  punish — a  part  of  these  reasons, 
rarely,  cannot  operate  in  a  republican  system. 

I  read  in  Magna  Charta  that  no  man  shall  be 
condemned  but  by  the  lawful  judgment  of  bis 
peers,  or  the  law  ofjp^  land.  What  was  this 
^w  of  the  land  ?    What  other  mode  of  proceed- 


ing in  criminal  causes  was  then  in  practice,  ci- 
cept  trial  by  jury?  Hale,  eminently  great  and 
equally  good,  expresses  it  to  be  by  the  eommoa 
law  of  the  land.  A  learned  English  hii;torian  ei- 
plains  the  expression,  as  ailudSnff  to  those  meth- 
ods of  trial  which  originated  in  the  nresamptuoos 
abuse  of  revekUum  in  the  ages  of  dark  supersti- 
tion. The  trial  by  ordeal,  of  fire  or  water,  the 
eorshed  or  morsel  of  execration^  and  the  trial  by 
battle.  I  add  informations  originally  reserved  in 
the  great  plan  of  the  English  Const itatiMi,  and 
atuchments  for  contempts.  Was  the  proceedinf 
by  impeachment  within  the  exception  ?  Magfm 
Charta  bears  date  A.  D.  1225 ;  the  first  instance 
of  impeachment  mentioned  in  the  iadicial  his- 
tory of  England  (as  far  as  I  can  find;  was  on  the 
3d  of  February,  1388,  or  at  least  1327,  in  the  reiga 
of  Edward  III.,  more  than  one  hundred  years  i^^ 
ter  Magna  Charta;  unless,  indeed,  it  be  the  pvo-' 
ceedings  against  the  two  Despensers  in  1 321,  which 
were  so  irregular  that  it  was  made  void  in  Parlia- 
ment the  subsequent  year. 

Appeals  in  Parliament  had  been  practised  and 
their  inconvenience  became  intoleiuble,  and  b? 
the  fourteenth  chapter  of  the  1st  Hen.  IV.  A.  D. 
1399^  they  were  abolished  ;  after  which  the  pro- 
ceeding by  impeachment  became  frequent 

Supposm^  its  origin  to  he  as  clear  as  it  is  doubt- 
ful, has  not  its  history  been  marked  with  injust- 
ice;  and  is  it  a  mode  of  trial  as  safe  and  useful  as 
the  trial  by  jury  1 

Hi  is  sufficient,"  says  the  celebrated  Montes- 
quieu, as  quoted  by  Justice  Bkckstone,  Ho  render 
any  Government  arbitrary,  that  the  laws  on  the 
subject  of  treason  are  indefinite ;"  for  this  reatea, 
the  statute  of  25th  Edward  HI.  attempted  to  red- 
der the  law  on  this  subject  definite  and  clear.  TIk 
House  of  Commons,  in  order  to  destroy  an  object 
of  their  vengeance,  attempted  to  introduce  a  new 
species  of  treason,  constructive,  and  to  supnort 
the  charge  by  a  new  species  or  evidence,  called 
accuTHulative:  can  any  man  read  without  the  stroof - 
est  sensibility  the  defeDce  made  on  that  occasioa  ? 
Penalties  are  imposed  previous  to  the  promul^ 
tion  of  the  laws,  and  the  defendant  is  tried  by 
maxims,  unheard  of  until  the  moment  of  the 
prosecution.  Who  can  recollect  without  horror 
the  cruel  manner  in  which  the  defendant  was 
treated  on  his  trial  as  described  by  Woodestm^ 
vol.  ii.  pp.  608,  609?  Personal  animoaiti^and  vio- 
lence, and  the  implacability  of  deiermmed  eoe- 
mies,  marked  their  firooeeding,  until  it  ended  in  a 
bill  of  attainden  which  a  subsequeot  Parliameit 
repealed,  erased,  and  defaced  Let  me  add,  in 
the  words  of  the  same  aathor,  Woodeson,  vol.  ii. 
p.  620,  from  this,  or  a  more  particular  survey  of 
the  proceedings  on  impeachment,  we  shall  fiad 
occasion  to  observe,  that  though  great  is  the  ut^ 
ity  of  the  public  ends,  which  they  are  designed 
to  answer,  thev  have  been  too  often  misguided  bf 
personal  and  factious  animosities  and  prodooti^ 
of  alarming  dissensions  between  two  branches  of 
the  Legislature.  The  incompetency  of  a  cotft 
and  jury  sometimes  to  decide,  from  the  greataois 
of  the  offender  and  the  nature  of  the  erhno^J^ 
urged  against  me.    I  do  not  believe  that  at  pfoa^ 
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any  ofiender  is  too  great  for  the  grasp  of  law  as 
administered  by  our  courts  aod  juries ;  but  what 
may  happen,  in  our  eventful  history,  1  know  not, 
and  therefore  I  confess  it  to  be  proper  that  a  pro- 
vision of  this  kind  should  find  a  place  in  the  Con- 
stitution, as  far  as  respects  the  Ea:ecutvve  cmd  its 
cficen ;  but  further  thaa  this  I  contend  there  is 
not  any  necessity  that  it  should  be  carried,  and 
that  such  extension  of  this  proceeding  would  be 
infinitely  dangerous  to  the  citizei^  Might  not 
the  influence,  the  weight,  and  the  protracted  na- 
ture of  such  proceedings  by  impeachment,  endan- 
ger even  innocence  7  Have  we  not  seen,  in  our 
own  days,  an  impeachment  contiuue  seven  years  ? 
Had  th[e  defendant  possessed  no  other  means  of 
defence  than  innocence,  the  prosecution  would 
bave  occasioned  his  ruin  in  one-seventh  of  the 
time. 

Wherever  a  proceeding  in  a  criminal  matter 
deviates  from  the  course  of  the  common  law  by 
jury,  whether  such  proceeding  be  introduced  bv 
statute  or  by  a  constitution,  such  statute  and  sucn 
eonstitution  ouffht  to  be  strictly  construed.  If 
any  one  thinks  I  have  dwelt  too  long  on  this  pre- 
fatory matter,  let  him  read  the  encomium  on  trial 
by  jurv,  by  Mr.  Justice  Blackstone ;  let  him  read 
Humee  matory  of  England,  vol.  i.  p.  98,  and 
Black,  Com.  voL  lii,  p.  349,  and  Black,  Com,  vol. 
iv,  pp.  349,  414 ;  he  will  not  find  trials  by  jurv 
mken  of  in  those  qualifyinjg  observations  wnicn 
Woodeeon  applies  to  the  trial  by  impeachment 

Thus  far  I  urge  the  ailment  and  no  further. 
The  Constitutional  power  of  impeachment  is  to 
be  strictly  construed.  If  the  question  that  now 
arises  be  involved  in  doubts,  those  doubts  ought  to 
be  decisive  in  favor  of  the  accused.  The  power 
ia  to  be  extended  only  so  far  as  is  expressed,  or  to 
be  clearly  inferred,  by  a  fiur  and  clear,  if  not  ne- 
cessary, implication  from  what  is  expressed. 

I  acluiomedge  that  the  trial  by  jury,  like  every 
human  institution,  is  liable  to  abuse ;  but  I  con- 
tend that  it  is  less  so,  infinitely  less  so,  than  trial 
by  impeachment.  The  demon  of  faction  most 
frequently  extends  his  sceptre  over  numerous 
bodies  of  men. 

I  conceive  that  it  was  this  retrospective  view 
of  the  history  of  impeachment  that  was  in  the 
■lind  of  the  Convention  who  framed  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States.  Hence,  the  salutary 
restriction,  as  I  understand  it,  not  as  contended 
by  our  opponents,  an  introduction  upon  the  in- 
definite ground  on  which  it  is  placed  in  England; 
but  in  a  restricted  manner,  in  a  narrow  channel, 
to  supersede  the  trial  by  jury  only  in  certain 
eases.  Tbe  malignant  suggestions  of  envenomed 
jealousy  have  no  access  to  my  breast.  I  do  not 
unpute  improper  motives,  anywhere.  I  ask  only 
a  reasonable  construction,  to  ascertain  its  extent. 
I  thought  proper  to  consider  its  nature  as  exem- 
nlified  in  the  juridical  history  of  that  country 
ROiD  whose  system  of  jurisprudence  we  have 
adopted  it.  Let  us  obtain  an  exposition  of  our 
great  Charter  according  to  its  true  and  genuine 
Bcaning.  It  is  surely  our  duly  to  examine  and 
to  mderstand,  as  well  as  to  revere  and  to  defend 
tho  Coostitotion.    Previous  to  the  formation  of 


the  present  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
this  subject  had  been  under  consideration  in  form- 
ing State  Constitutions;  and  in  New  York,  whose 
Constitution  was  made  in  1777,  and  in  Massachu- 
setts, whose  Constitution  was  made  in  1780^  the 
practice  of  proceeding  by  impeachment  was,  in 
these  and  every  instance,  where  the  power  was 
allowed,  restricted  to  the  Executive  and  its  officers 
for  malconduct  in  office.  A  strong  indication  of 
the  sentiment  that  was  generally  entertained  upon 
the  subject ;  and  such  was  the  situation  of  the 
private  citizen,  .that  he  could  not  be  condemned 
on  any  criminal  charge,  but  by  the  unanimous 
consent  of  a  jury  of  his  neighborhood. 

I  consider  myself  as  having  now  prepared  the 
way  for  a  discussion  ef  the  second  [X)int,  the  ej> 
tent  of  the  power  of  impeachment  under  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States ;  which  power  and 
proceeding  I  shall  endeavor  to  show  is  restricted 
to  the  President,  Vice  President,  and  civil  officere 
of  the  United  States,  for  malconduct  in  o£oe.  I 
shall  afterwards  endeavor  to  make  it  appear  that 
Senators  are  not  the  objects  of  this  power,  not 
being  comprehended  under  the  designation  of 
ciml  officers  of  the  United  States. 

Art.  2,  sec.  4,  is  thus  expressed :  "  The  Presi- 
dent, Vice  President,  and  all  civil  officers  of  the 
United  States,  shall  be  removed  from  office  on  im- 
peachment for,  and  conviction  of,  treason,  bribe- 
ry, or  other  high  crimes  and  misdemeanors." 

To  construe  an  act  of  Parliament,  it  is  necessa- 
ry, we  are  told,  to  know  what  was  the  common 
law  previous  to  passing  the  statute.  For  a  simi- 
lar reason,  let  it  be  recollected,  that  previous  to 
the  present  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
ConjB^ss  had  not  any  judiciarv  power ;  it  was  ex- 
clusively in  the  States  separately — of  both  kinds- 
criminal  and  civiL  The  12th  amendment,  now 
considered  as  a  part  of  the  original  Constitution, 
declares  that  the  powers  not  delegated  to  the 
United  States  by  the  Constitution,  nor  prohibited 
by  it  to  the  States,  are  reserved  to  the  States,  re- 
spectively, or  to  the  people."  It  was  not  in  con^ 
templation  that  either  the  Legislative,  Executive, 
or  Judiciary  powers  of  Congress  should  be  indefi- 
nite. The  first  section  of  the  first  article  declares, 
not  that  all  Leg^islatine  powers  shall  be  vested  in 
Congress,  but  ^^  that  all  Legislative  powers  herem 
granted  shall  be  vested  in  a  Congress,"  d:;c.  The 
£lxecutive  is  to  execute  the  laws  made  by  the  lim- 
ited Legislature.  The  Judiciary  is  to  extend  to 
all  those  caueee  which  arise  out  of  the  laws  of  the 
United  States-^to  those  which  concern  the  exe- 
cution of  the  provisions  contained  in  the  Articles 
of  Union — to  those  in  which  the  United  States  is 
a  party*— to  those  which  invcdve  the  peace  of  the 
Confederacy — to  those  which  originate  on  the 
high  seas — and  those  in  which  the  State  tribunals 
cannot  be  supposed  to  be  impartial. 

That  the  Constitution  or  the  United  States, 
limited  in  its  Legislative  and  Executive  powers 
to  certain  enumerated  objects,  as  weU  as  in  its  Ju» 
diciary,  where  a  jury  constitutes  a  part  of  its  ad- 
ministration of  justice*  should  be  left  without 
bounds  in  this  hazardous  proceeding  by  impeach- 
ment only,  is  grossly  improbable,  aa^j  I  trusty  im- 
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founded.  Contrary,  I  am  sure,  to  the  spirit,  and? 
I  think,  also  to  the  letter  of  the  Constitution.  Let 
us  trace  the  operation  of  this  principle.  A  State 
officer  is  liable  to  impeachment  in  the  Senate  of 
the  State.  Is  he  liable  at  the  same  time,  and  for  the 
same  offence,  to  impeachment  in  the  Senate  of  the 
State  and  of  the  United  States  ?  Will  an  acquittal 
in  one  be  a  bar  in  the  other  ?  In  disputes  between 
the  powers  and  relative  jurisdictions  of  State  and 
United  States,  the  same  reasons  may  induce  an 
acquittal  in  the  lormer  and  a  condemnation  in  the 
latter.  Would  not  this  occasion  a  Babel,  a  con- 
fusion of  Constitutions,  a  monster  of  jurispru- 
dence ?  In  jurisdictions  not  emanating  from  the 
same  authority,  where  a  party  had  not  his  choice, 
the  citizen  is  liable,  it  is  said,  to  successive  trials, 
and  contradictory  determinations  for  one  offence. 
The  distant  inhabitant  is  amenable,  we  are  told, 
at  the  bar  of  this  Court,  for  every  species  of  of- 
fence, at  the  distance  of  a  hundred,  or  a  thousand 
miles  from  his  vicinage,  to  whom  the  prosecution 
itself  would  be  ruin,  and  here  must  submit  to  the 
awful  discretion  of  the  Senate  whether  he  sbaU 
retain  his  honor  or  be  doomed  to  disgrace,  record- 
ed and  transmitted  to  posterity,  upon  your  ar- 
chives, as  unworthy  the  offices  of  Government, 
and,  in  party  reduced  from  the  rank  of  a  citizen. 

I  have  said,  sir,  to  the  discretion  of  the  Senate ; 
because  *it  is  perfectly  well  known  that,  not  only 
in  the  delineation  of  the  offence  by  the  prosecu- 
tors, but  also  in  the  construction  of  it  by  the  Judge, 
a  Court  of  Impeachment  is  not  tied  down  by  such 
strict  rules  as,  in  common  cases,  before  a  court 
and  jury,  ^ve  personal  security. 

Improvident  citizens  I  They  have  taken  care 
that  they  shall  not  be  subjected  to  a  fine  of  one 
shilling,  nor  to  imprisonment  of  their  bodies  for 
one  hour,  but,  in  consequence  of  a  verdict  of  the 
neighborhood,  at  the  same  time  that  it  is  suggest  • 
ed,  their  honor  they  have  not  secured  with  equal 
precaution.  The  sug^tion,  I  undertake  to  say, 
IS  unfounded.  The  mistake  is  not  in  the  people, 
but  in  those  who  impute  to  them  so  great  an  in- 
advertency. 

I  recur,  then,  fortified  by  these  general  reflec- 
tions, to  the  words  of  the  4th  section  of  the  2d 
article.  My  position  is,  that  the  clause  in  ques- 
tion was  intended,  and  ojperates  for  the  purpose  of 
designating  the  extent  of  the  power  of  impeach- 
ment, both  as  to  the  (fences  and  the  persona  liable 
to  be  thus  proceedecT against.  It  will  be  of  use 
here  to  recollect,  that  the  Constitution  had  pre- 
viously provided  for  the  purity  of  the  Legislature, 
in  the  2d  clause  of  the  5th  section  of  the  1st  arti- 
cle by  empowering  each  House  to  punish  its  mem- 
bers for  disorderly  behaviour,  and,  with  the  con- 
currence of  two-thirds,  to  expel  a  member.  No 
clause  similar  to  that  which  is  introduced  into 
some  of  the  State  Constitutions  (that  a  member 
exoelkd  and  then  returned,  is  not  liable  to  be  ex- 
pelled again  for  the  same  offence)  is  to  be  met  with  in 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States;  and,  there- 
fore, the  Senate  has  an  unlimited  power  to  expel 
any  member  they  shall  deem  unworthy  their  so- 
ciety. 
-  Here,  then,  I  flatter  myself,  the  dispute  admits 


of  a  clear  solution — is  reduced  within  a  narrow 
compass,  and  brought  to  a  point. 

It  is  a  rule  of  construction,  that  every  part  of 
an  instrument  be,  if  possible,  made  to  take  effect 
and  every  word  operate  in  some  shape  or  other. 

There  are  but  two  constructions  suggested  as 
possible ;  the  one  for  which  the  honorable  Mana- 
gers contend,  to  wit :  that  the  4th  section  of  the 
§d  article  was  intended  as  an  imperative  injunction 
upon  the  Semite,  that  when  judgment  was  rendered 
against  a  civil  officer  of  the  United  States,  it 
should  be  for  removal  from  office ;  the  other,  that 
for  which  we,  as  counsel  for  the  defendant,  insist, 
that  is,  that  it  was  intended  to  designate  the  ex- 
tent of  the  practice-  of  proceeding  by  impeach- 
ment specifying  who  are  the  persons  to  be  pro- 
ceed^ against,  and  for  what  offences.  If,  then^  I 
am  able  to  show  that  the  words  of  the  4th  section 
of  the  2d  article  will  not  have  any  effect  or  ope- 
ration at  all,  unless  they  receive  the  construction 
for  which  I  contend ;  it  I  establi^  these  premises, 
the  inference  will  necessarily  follow,  that  the 
construction  for  which  the  honorable  Managen 
contend  is  not  well  founded,  and  that  the  con- 
struction for  which  we  contend  is  the  true  mean- 
in|f  of  the  Constitution  in  this  particular.  To 
this  fair,  short,  and  decisive  test  be  the  appeal. 

In  a  previous  paragraph,  to  wit :  the  7th  clause 
of  the  3d  section  of  the  1st  article,  it  is  provided 
that  judgment,  in  cases  of  impeachment,  shall  not 
extend  further  than  to  removal  from  office  and 
disqualification  to  hold  and  enjoy  any  office  ot 
honor,  trust,  or  profit,  under  the  United  Sutes.: 
that  is,  judgment  must  be  either — Ist.  RemoTil 
from  office  ;  or.  2d.  Removal  and  disqualificatioa; 
or,  3d.  Disqualification  without  removal,  where 
the  person  convicted  is  not  an  officer,  i  have 
spoken  of  a  judgment  of  disqualification^  where 
the  conviction  was  of  a  person  not  in  office,  be- 
cause I  am  now  endeavoring  to  show  the  weak- 
ness of  the  reasoning  against  me ;  and,  as  the 
question  of  the  liability  of  all  persons,  those  not  in 
office  as  well  as  those  in  office,  depends  for  its  an- 
swer upon  the  construction  of  this  4th  section  of 
the  2d  article,  I  am  not  at  present  a«tho>rized  to 
consider  this  position  of  my  opponent's,  of  its  com- 

f)rehending  all  citizens^  as  refuted ;  and  I  acknow- 
edge  that  the  argument  is  conmected  with  its  re* 
spective  principle  on  each  side,  and  that  nnkas 
tnere  is  a  restriction  of  the  power  of  proceeding 
by  impeachment  by  this  4th  section  of^  the  2d  ar- 
ticle, it  is  without  limit  both  as  to  offenders  and 
ofiiences. 

What  do  the  honorable  Managers  mean  by  say- 
ing that  this  section  is  imperative  1  b  not  every 
part  imperative  in  the  same  sense  that  this  seenon 
can  be  said  to  be  imiperative  %  If  a  person  is  im- 
peached before  the  Senate,  they  must  try  him ;  it 
is  not  a  matter  of  choice.  Duty  is  imperative.  If 
they  try,  they  must  acquit  or  convict ;.  if  they  con- 
vict, they  must  pronounce  judgnaent  It  is  imper- 
ative, also,  in  the  1st  article  previoos  to  the  claiise 
in  question^  what  the  judgment  shall  be.  For  i 
trust  that  it  will  not  be  said,  that,  although  t^ 
judgment  may  not  exiead  Jurtber  than  removti 
from  and  disqualification  for  oi^ej  tha  Senate  maf 
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substitute  other  punishmeDts  by  fioe  or  imprison- 
ment, which  in  their  opinion  shall  not  be  greater 
than  removal  and  dis<iualification.  This  would  be 
acting  upon  a  principle  inconsistent  with  every 
idea  of  criniinal  jurisprudence ',  it  would  render 
the  people  slaves  to  the  magistrate,  to  the  Senate, 
and  there  would  be  no  security  for  the  citizens.  In 
this  sentiment  I  am  supported  by  that  safe  guide, 
Mr.  Justice  Blackslone,  in  his  4th  vol.  p.  377.  "The 
species,  though  not  always  the  quantity  or  degree 
of  punishment  is  ascertained  for  every  offence ;  for 
if  judgments  were  to  be  the  private  opinions  of 
the  Judge,  men  would  then  be  slaves  to  their  ma- 
gistrates.^ Such  a  principle  has  not,  and  I  pre- 
sume will  not  be  suggested  by  the  honorable  Man- 
agers. It  is  also  observable  here,  that  by  the  2d 
section  of  the  2d  article,  cases  of  impeachment  are 
excepted  out  of  the  President's  power  of  pardon. 
The  punishment  being  thus  limited,  the  Constitu- 
tion was  imperative  upon  the  Court  to  remove  be- 
fore as  inucb  as  since  the  introduction  of  the  clause 
in  question ;  for  I  defy  the  honorable  Managers  to 
show  that  it  is  poestbie  for  the  Senate,  on  convic- 
tion of  an  officer,  not  to  remove  from  office,  because 
a  judgment  of  disqualification  is  a  removal  when 
pronounced  against  a  person  in  office ;  it  is  a  re- 
moval and  more.  It  is  impossible  to  pronounce  a 
judgment  that  a  man  shall  be  incapable  of  holding 
an  office  and  not  remove  him.  The  incapacity 
takes  effect  immediately.  It  is  coeval  with  the 
judgment.  There  is  not  any  interval  between  the 
judgment  pronounced  and  the  disqualification  and 
mcapacity.  It  is  of  course  ridiculous  to  say,  that 
the  4th  section  of  the  2d  article  was  introduced  to 
make  it  imperative  upon  the  Senate  to  remove 
from  office  on  conviction,  when  it  was  previously 
made  so  imperative  that  it  was  impossible  to  avoid 
pronouncing  ajudgment  that  would  operate  a  re- 
moval from  office.  As  it  is  thus  clear  beyond  the 
possibility  of  doubt,  that  the  4th  section  of  the  2d 
article  was  not  introduced  for  the  purpose  suggest- 
ed by  the  honorable  Managers,  which  I  have  con- 
sidered; and,  as  no  third  construction  has  been  at- 
tempted on  either  side,  (infer  that  the  construction 
contended  for  by  the  counsel  for  the  defendant  is 
well  founded,  to  wit:  that  the  4th  section  of  the 
2d  article  was  intended  for  the  purpose  of  desig- 
nating the  extent  of  the  power  of  proceeding  by 
impeachment,  at  least  so  far  as  respects  the  per- 
soma  liable  to  be  thus  proceeded  against. 

Further,  if  anything  further  be  necessary  upon  a 
matter  so  very  plain;  if^  as  the  honorable  Managers 
insist,  all  persons  are  within  the  extent  of  this 
mode  of  proceeding,  why  make  it  imperative  on  the 
Senate  to  remove  civil  officers  only  i  Why  make 
it  absolutely  imperative  to  remove  the  marshal  of 
a  district,  whose  sphere  of  influence  is  comparative- 
ly inconsiderable,  and  leave  a  general  at  ther  head 
of  an  army  or  an  admiral  in  the  command  of  a 
navy?  Would  not  the  public  security  be  much 
more  endangered  by  leaving  a  man  convicted  of 
high  crimes  and  misdemeanors  in  these  situations 
than  those  of  many  civil  offices  ?  It  may  be  said, 
that  these  military  characters  are  liable  to  be  pro- 
ceeded against  by  courts  martial.  Be  it  so ;  that 
eoosideratioB  is  a  good  reason  why  they  should  not 


be  considered  as  within  the  ]Jower  of  impeachment, 
as  we  assert  to  be  the  case ;  but  none  at  all  for  not 
ren^oving  them  on  conviction,  if  they  are  within 
the  provision  of  the  Constitution  in  this  particular. 
And  if  Senators  were  within  the  power  of  proceed- 
ing by  impeachment,  would  it  not  also  have  been 
made  imperative  upon  the  Senate  to  remove  them, 
who  have  a  veto  upon  every  bill  proposed  to  be 
passed  into  a  law  and  every  nomination  for  ap- 
pointment to  office  ? 
I  add,  that  I  conceive  the  proceedings  by  im- 

Keachment  are  restricted  not  only  to  civil  officers 
ut  that  the  only  causes  cognizable  in  this  mode 
of  proceeding  are  malconduct  in  office. 

Treason,  it  is  true,  is  not  necessarily  a  crime  of 
office.  Ip  respect,  however,  to  the  President,  he  is 
considered  as  so  constantly  in  the  exercise  of  his 
office  that  it  would  be  difficult  to  disconnect  the 
crime  in  which  alone  treason  consists  under  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  from  his  official 
character.  Why  is  it  that  this  section  passes  im- 
immediately  from  treason  to  bribery,  a  crime 
necessarily  referring  to  the  duties  of  an  omce?  Why 
are  the  intermediate  grades  of  offences  passed  by 
and  omitted  in  the  enumeration. 

I  will  not  however,  pursue  this  subdivision  of 
the  subject,  as  it  is  not  necessary  to  the  support  of 
the  defendant's  plea.  I  will  leave  it  after  submit- 
tinj?  a  few  additional  observations. 

The  punishment  is  official,  if  I  may  be  allowed 
the  expression,  and  therefore  peculiarly  adapted 
as  a  punishment  for  malconduct  in  office;  and 
surely  a  ciril  officer  of  the  United  States  ou^ht  not 
to  be  deprived  of  a  trial  by  a  jury  of  the  vicinage 
in  criminal  cases,  but  by  express  words  or  neces- 
sary implication.  Whoever  examines  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States  with  critical  attention- 
and  compart  it  with  the  State  Constitutions,  will 
find  that  many  of  the  principles  of  the  latter  are 
adopted  and  introduced  into  the  former,  where  the 
proceedings  by  impeachment  were  confined  to 
crimes  and  misdemeanors  alleged  to  have  been 
committed  by  officers  in  the  execution  of  their  offi- 
ces. Such  I  conceive,  was  the  general  sense  of  the 
country  as  to  the  proper  limits  of  this  proceeding, 
and  that  to  give  it  a  greater  extent  was  both  dan- 

frerous  and  unnecessary.  Offences  not  immediate- 
y  connected  with  office,  to  obtain  the  purpose  of 
esuential  justice,  are  best  decided  in  the  courts  of 
the  States  or  the  United  States,  where  party,  and 
witnesses,  and  jurors,  are  known  to  each  other. 
Nor  can  adherence  to  this  principle  be  productive 
of  inconvenience ;  if  the  civil  officer  hold  a  com- 
mission at  the  pleasure  of  the  Executive,  his  remo- 
val cannot  be  a  matter  of  any  difficulty.  If  such 
officer,  holding  a  commission  during  good  beha- 
viour, be  convicted  of  a  crime  and  misdemeanor, 
such  conviction  would  be  tjMO^/ocfo  a  removal  and 
disqualification ;  or  a  transcript  of  the  record  of 
conviction  would  be  a  sufficient^round  for  remo- 
val, and  a  concurrence  of  the  Senate  in  a  reap- 
pointment of  such  offender  is  scarcely  expecta- 
ble. Is  the  charge  against  William  Blount  within 
the  extent  of  the  power  of  impeachment,  as  I  have 
deduced  it  from  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  ?    Is  it  for  malconduct  in  office  ?    The  ar- 
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ticles  do  not  charge  William  Blount  with  treason? 
briber^r,  or  other  hi^h  crime  and  misdemeanor, 
committed  while  acting  in  the  character  of  Sena- 
tor. A  Senator  sometimes  is  a  Legislatorial 
other  times  be  exercises  a  Judicial  power,  as  on  oc- 
'Casions  like  the  present.  Sometimes  he  partici- 
pates in  the  Eieoutive  power,  concurring  with  the 
President  in  appointment  io  office.  The  articles 
do  not  suggest  that  William  Blount  acted  or 
•<;laimed  to  act  in  either  of  these  characters  when  be 
committed  the  offences  alleged  against  him.  It  is 
-alleged  only  to  have  been  done,  contrary  to  his  duty 
*as  a  Senator ;  so  is  every  impropriety.  Eminent 
station  makes  faults  as  virtues  more  conspicuous, 
und  the  evil  example  more  extensive  and  perni- 
cious. On  which  of  his  Sentorial  capacities  were 
these  offences  breaches  of  his  duty  ?  No  discrim- 
ination is  made  in  the  articles.  For  anything 
said  or  done  in  his  Legislative  capacity,  he  cannot 
be  questioned  out  of  this  House,  otherwise  the 
whole  power  is  vested  in  the  most  numerous 
branch,  already  sufficiently  powerful.  The  offences 
charged  are  not  more  a  violation  of  his  Senatorial 
duty  in  his  Executive  tban  in  his  Judicial  and 
Lenslative  capacity. 

U  is  true  that  in  England  this  power  is  ui>on  a 
very  in  definite  footing.  In  theory  it  is  constitutional 
to  proceed  against  a  Feer  for  any  crime,  against  a 
Commoner  for  any  misdemeanor.  In  practice 
this  power  is  not  carried  into  execution,  nor  would 
the  present  instance  be  endured. 

All  writers  ftpeak  of  this  power  as  intended  only 
as  useful  in  charges  against  officers  for  malconduct 
in  office.  It  is  said  by  Blackstone,  in  the  4th  vol- 
ume of  his  Commentaries,  pages  260,  261,  '*  that  a 
subject  entrusted  with  the  administration  of  pub- 
lic affairs  may  infringe  the  rights  of  the  people, 
and  be  guilty  of  such  crimes  as  the  ordinary  ma- 
gistrate  either. dares  not  or  cannot  punish. 

Montesquieu,  in  his  Spirit  of  Laws^  volume  i. 
p.  327,  expresses  himself  in  a  similar  manner.  A 
late  learned  English  writer,  Woodeson,  volume  2d 
of  his  Lectures,  pp.  601,  602,  and  612,  repeats  the 
sentiment,  and  adds, "  that  the  abuse  of  hieh  offices 
of  trust,  are  the  most  proper,  and  have  been  the 
most  usual  ffrounds  o\  this  kind  of  prosecution. 
The  power  of  the  delinquents,  and  the  peculiar  po- 
litical nature  of  their  crimes,  pointing  out  this  mode 
of  proceeding  as  best  calculated  to  answer  tbe  pur- 
poses of  justice."  History  supports  the  position  of 
these  elementary  writers.  The  Duke  of  Suffolk 
was  impeached  tor  neglect  of  duty  as  an  Ambassa- 
dor ;  the  Earl  of  Bristol,  that  he  gave  counsel 
against  a  war  with  Spain,  whose  King  had  af- 
fronted the  English  nation ;  the  Duke  ofjBuckinp^- 
ham,  that  he,  being  Admiral,  neglected  the  sa^ 

Ed  of  the  sea ;  Michael  de  la  Pole,  that  he,  be- 
Chancellor^  acted  contrary  to  his  duty ;  the 
e  of  Buckmgham,  for  having  a  plurality  of 
offices;  and  he  whom  the  poet  calls  the  greatest, 
'  brightest,  meanest,  of  mankind,  for  bribery  in 
bis  office  of  Lord  Chancellor ;  the  Lord  Finch,  for 
unlawful  methods  of  enlarging  the  forest,  in  his 
office  of  assistant  to  the  justices  in  Eyre ;  the  Earl 
of  Oxford  for  selling  goods,  to  his  own  use,  cap- 
tured by  him  as  Admiral,  without  accounting  for  a 


tenth  to  others.  My  argument  is,  that  what  in 
England  is  said  to  be  the  most  proper,  and  has 
been  the  moet  usual,  in  this  particular,  is.  by  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  the  exclnsire 
ground  of  proceeding  by  impeachment ;  at  least, 
that  none  but  civil  officers  of  the  United  States 
are  liable  to  be  thus  proceeded  against.  I  do  not 
say,  that  it  is  equally  clear  that  tli^  power  is  limit- 
ed also  to  malconduct  in  office. 

Allow  me  here  to  notice  an  objection  made  bY 
the  honorable  Manaffers,  which  has  been  much 
relied  upon,  and  whicn,  as  it  apears  to  me,  is  easily 
obviated.  It  has  been  said,  the  4th  section  of  tbe 
2d  article  is  only  affirmative.  I  answer,  so  are  all 
the  powers  of  Congress,  Legislative,  Executive^  or 
Judiciary.  Congress  has  power,  in  the  8th  section 
of  the  1st  article,  to  lay  and  collect  taxes,  to  borrow 
money,  dtc.  &c.  There  are  no  negative  words  ex- 
cept when  applied  to  the  States,  From  the  nature 
of  the  compact,  as  well  as  by  the  12th  section  of 
the  Amendments  of  the  Constitution,  already  no- 
ticed, thepowers  not  delegated  to  the  United  States 
by  the  Cfonstitution,  nor  prohibited  by  it  to  the 
States,  are  reserved  to  the  States  respectively,  or 
to  the  people.  I  find  by  the  Constitution,  that 
civil  oflocers  are  amenable  to  justice  by  impeach- 
ment, and  I  do  not  find  that  any  other  citizens  are, 
and  I  therefore  c(Mifidently  presume  that  this  will 
be  the  boundary  by  which  this  honorable  Court 
will  limit  its  procewlings.  Whatever  offences  Mr. 
Blount  may  have  committed,  or  is  said  to  hare 
committed,  it  is  not  expedient  to  break  down  the 
barriers  of  the  Constitution  in  order  to  reach  him. 
From  all  the  preceding  considerations  I  infer, 
that  the  power  of  proceeding  by  impeachment  un- 
der the  Constitution,  extends  only  to  the  civil  offi- 
cers of  the  United  States. 

In  the  third  place,  who  are  the  objects  of  this 
power  of  impeachment  1  Or,  in  other  words,  are 
Senators  dm  officers  of  the  United  States  ? 

Ideas  derived  from  English  jurisprudence  are 
ingrafted  into  all  our  Constitutions.  Hence  the 
propriety  of  reasoninff  by  analogy  from  the  books 
of  the  law.  Thus  far  I  agree  with  the  honors 
able  Chairman  of  the  Managers.  In  Great  Bri- 
tain, says  Mr.  Justice  Blackstone,  in  his  Commen- 
taries, vol.  i.  p.  271,  272,  the  King  is  the  fountain 
of  honour,  of  office^  and  of  privilege.  What  is  the 
definition  of  an  office  ?  It  is  thus  defined,  2d  Black, 
Com.  p.  36 ;  "a  right  to  exercise  a  piiiblicor  private 
employment,  and  to  take  the  fees  and  emoluments 
thereunto  belonging:"  a  definition  much  more  ac- 
curate, I  conceive,  tban  that  given  by  tbe  honora- 
ble Chairman  of  tkie  Manajorers. 

If  an  officer  is  excluded  from  office,  he  may  hare 
a  mandamus  for  admission  or  restoration.  Will 
these  remedies  apply  to  a  Senator  ?  A  writ  of  quo 
warranto,  or  an  information  in  nature  thereof,  will 
lie  against  him  who  claims  or  usurps  any  office,  to 
inquire  by  what  authority  be  supports  his  claim  ? 
May  it  issue  a^painst  a  Senator  ?  Will  or  will  not 
the  same  particulars  distinguish  an  officer  of  the 
United  Statesi  I  mean  the  mode  of  appoindnent 
the  means  to  obtain  admission  or  restoration,  and 
the  manner  in  which  he  may  be  called  upon  to 
show  how  he  supports  his  claim  to  the  office  he  ex- 
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ercises.  No ;  it  will  be  said,  expulsion,  and  the  pow" 
er  of  the  Senate  to  judge  of  the  elections  of  their 
members,  render  such  proceedings  unnecessary. 
True,  that  is,  the  Senator  is  to  be  removedj  corrected, 
or  restored,  by  methods  adapted  to  the  member  of 
the  Legislative  body,  not  to  the  officers  of  Execu- 
tive appointment.  The  President  is  as  much  the  pa- 
rent of  office  here,  as  the  King  is  in  England. 
The  second  clause  of  the  2d  section  of  the  2d  ar- 
ticle declares,  *•  that  the  President  shall  have  power, 
by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate, 
to  appoint  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  and  all 
other  officers  of  the  United  Slates,  whose  appoint- 
ments are  not  herein  otherwise  provided  for." 
The  expression  is  not,  that  the  President  shall  ap- 
point ail  officers  holding  under  the  United  States, 
out  all  officers  of  the  United  States.  The  excep- 
tion is  immediately  explained,  and  does  not  affect 
the  present  question.  "But  Congress  may,  by  law, 
Test  the  appointment  of  such  mferior  officers ^s 
they  think  proper,  in  the  President  alone,  in  the 
courts  of  law,  or  in  the  Heads  of  Departments." 
It  follows  in  the  next  section,  the  third  of  article 
second,  "  that  the  President  shall  commission  all 
the  officers  of  the  United  States."  I  infer  that 
none  are  within  the  expression  of  civil  officers  of 
the  United  States,  unless  so  appointed  and  so  com* 
missioned. 

Here  is  the  text  and  its  comment.  To  be  an 
officer  of  the  Government,  you  must  receive  a  com- 
mission from  the  Executive  of  that  Government. 
The  Constitution  proceeds  without  the  interven- 
tion of  a  single  line,  after  declaring  that  the  Presi- 
dent shall  commission  all  the  officers  of  the  United 
States.  As  if  so  to  connect  the  twu  circumstances, 
that  it  should  not  escape  notice,  it  selects  out  the 
President,  Vice  President,  and  one  class  of  those 
who  are  to  be  commissioned^  to  wit.  the  civil  offi- 
cers, and  subjects  them  to  impeacnment  and  its 
consequences. 

Where  then  is  the  distinction  suggested  by  the 
honorable  Chairman  of  the  Manaj^rs,  between 
those  who  hold  under^  and  those  who  hold  of  the 
United  States? 

It  is  objected  that  the  President  is  surely  an  im- 
portant officer  of  the  United  States,  and  yet  not 
commissioned,  and  therefore,  that  our  definition  is 
not  accurate.  To  this  we  answer,  that  the  Presi- 
dent in  the  Constitution  is  always  designated  by 
the  appropriate  term  of  office,  and  never  included 
under  the  expression  of  officer  of  the  United  States, 
or  any  generic  term. 

Now  18  it  possible  to  darken  what  is  thus  clear,  ob- 
scure what  IS  thus  plain,  and  render  doubtful  what 
it  thus  exempt  from  all  ambiguity?  Three  char- 
acteristics distinguish  the  objects  of  impeachment 
(besides  President  and  Vice  President,  who  are 
specially  designated,  instead  of  being  included  un- 
der any  general  denomination;^  let.  They  are 
appointed  by  the  President,  with  the  advice  of 
the  Senate.  2d.  They  are  commissioned  by  the 
President.  3d.  They  are  civil,  in  contradistinc- 
tion to  military  cheers. 
Verbal  criticism  laid  aside,  let  us  attend  to  the 

Siirit  and  meaning,  the  scope  and  design  of  the 
onstiratkmf  in  this  particular.    In  the  5tn  section 


of  the  1st  article,  the  purity  of  the  Legislature  had 
been  provided  for,  by  giving  to  each  House  a  power 
to  punish  and  expel  its  members.  Impeacnment 
is  afterwards  introduced  for  the  Executive,  and 
its  officers. 

Who  is  the  Senator?  How  appointed?  To 
whom  ought  he  to  be  amenable?  Does  he  fall 
within  the  former,  or  the  latter  class?  And  which 
of  those  provisions  is  most  applicable  to  him? 

They  are  appointed  by  the  State  Legislatures 
—each  has  one  vote — they  are  the  representatives 
of  the  portion  of  sovereignty  remaining:  in  the  in- 
dividual States — they  are  sent  as  guardians  to  pre- 
serve the  remaining  limited  sovereignty  of  the 
States.  Do  the  reasons  which  show  the  propriety 
of  rendering  the  Executive  and  its  officers  liable 
to  impeachment,  apply  to  these  characters  ?  Offi- 
cial neglect  may  be  a  pretence.  Legislative  firm- 
ness the  real  cause  of  ofience.  Firmness  in  the 
discharge  of  his  duty  might  subject  a  Senator  to 
impeachment.  It  is  a  power  of  ostracism  in  th^ 
hands  of  the  most  numerous  branch,  already  suffi- 
ciently powerful  which  would  enable  them  to  re- 
move from  his  seat  any  member  of  the  Senate  who 
dares  oppose  their  favorite  measures. 

As  a  further  indication  how  little  analogy  there 
is  between  the  character  of  a  Senator,  and  that  of 
an  officer  of  the  Executive  of  the  United  States, 
let  it  be  recollected,  that  if  a  Senator  resigns,  or 
dies,  in  the  recess  of  the  State  Legislature,  the 
Executive  of  the  State,  not  of  the  Unied  States, 
supplies  the  vacancy.  The  small  Sti^e  of  Dela- 
ware has  the  same  number  of  Senators  as  the  large 
State  of  Massachusetts.  Why  ?  Because  the  Sen- 
ators are  the  representatives  of  sovereignty.  Refine 
as  we  please,  this  proceeding  aims  at  the  Legis- 
lative character  or  the  Senator.  The  impeach- 
ment destroys  his  influence  as  such.  Common 
fame  is  a  sufficient  foundation  for  this  mode  of 
proceeding;  its  immediate  efiect,  let  the  opinion 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  determine,  who, 
on  this  occasion,  even  before  the  articles  were 
presented  or  prepared^  reouested  that  the  accused, 
merely  on  an  intimation  from  them  that  they  haa 
resolved  to  impeach  him,  might  be  suspended  from 
his  seat  in  this  House. 

The  Senator  has  a  Judiciary  and  Executive  as 
well  as  Legislative  charactei;  we  are  told;  and,  in 
the  old  quaint  law  Latin,  quo  ad  hoc^  he  is  quasi, 
an  officer  of  the  United  States.  Can  you  remove 
him  in  that  or  those  capacity  or  capacities?  How 
will  the  judgment  be  rendered  ?  The  civil  officers 
contemplated  by  the  Constitution,  by  necessary 
implications  in  the  articles  and  sections  so  often 
read  to  this  purpose,  were  those  who  had  received 
their  appointment  from  the  President  and  Senate, 
commissioned  by  the  President.  If  the  Senator 
is  in  any  respect  a  civil  officer,  he  must,  in  the 
same  respect,  be  thus  appointed  and  thus  com- 
missioned^ or  he  is  not  comprehended  under  the 
Constitutional  definition  of  a  civil  officer  of  the 
Government  of  the  United  States.  Is  the  Senator, 
in  his  Judicial  and  Executive  character,  a|)pointea 
by  the  President  and  Senate,  and  commissioned 
by  the  President?  Or  does  his  Judicial  and  Exe- 
cutive character  also  emanate  irom  the  same 
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source  as  his  Legislative,  to  wit,  from  the  Stales? 
A  ^nember  of  the  House  of  Lords,  no  writer,  no 
speaker  ever  denominated  an  officer  of  the  Crown 
or  Gk)vernment.  Compare  the  Judiciary  powers 
of  a  member  of  the  House  of  Lords  with  those  of 
the  Senators  of  the  United  States.  Here,  a  rare 
instance,  of  perhaps  half  a  century,  an  impeach- 
ment. In  England,  the  House  of  Lords  is  the 
dernier  resort  for  the  ultimate  decision  of  every 
civil  action.  Then  certainly  it  is  not  the  Judicial 
part  of  the  Senatorial  character  that  denominates 
them  civil  officers  of  the  United  States. 

It  remains  to  consider  their  power  in  appoint- 
ment to  office.  They  can  only  advise  and  con- 
sent. They  cannot  either  appoint  or  execute,  h 
this  any  incident  of  a  civil  office?  Being  appoint- 
ed is;  but  not  ap[)ointing,  except  the  first  Civil 
Magistrate.  The  civil  officer  is  the  patient,  not  the 
agent  of  appointment.  The  President,  indeed,  is 
not  appointed;  but,  as  I  said  before,  he  is  not 
comprehended  under  the  generic  term  of  civil 
officer^  but  specifically  described  by  the  term  of 
his  office,  AS  is  the  Vice  President, 

If  the  Senator  rarely  judges,  and  sometimes  ap- 
points, but  generally  legislates,  in  the  Constitution, 
as  in  laws  and'common  language,  does  the  general 
nature  of  the  character  give  the  determination,  or 
the  incidental? 

The  President  is  the  Executive  of  the  United 
States;  but  does  he  not  take  a  part  in  legislating"? 
He  has  a  qualified  negative  upon  every  law;  and 
yet  aU  Legislative  power  is  vested  in  a  Congress 
of  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives, 

If  the  Senator  is  liable  to  be  proceeded  against 
by  impeachment,  because  he  acts  as  a  Judge  some- 
times, or  joins  the  Executive  in  appointments,  the 
reason  of  the  law  shows  its  extent,  and  cessante 
ratione  legis  cesset  et  ipsa  lex.  He  is  liable  to 
impeachment  only  for  what  he  did  in  the  Judicial 
or  Executive  part  of  his  character,  then  he  would 
be  prosecuted  in  one  character,  disgraced  and 
punished  in  another. 

There  is  not  any  charge  in  the  articled  against 
the  defendant  fqr  malconduct,  with  peculiar  refer- 
ence to  the  exercise  of  his  Judicial  or  Executive 
Senatorial  character.  If  it  be  said^  that  his  being 
a  civil  officer  of  the  United  States  in  two  respects, 
renders  him  an  obiect  of  impeachment  for  any 
crinoie  and  misdemeanor,  then  you  include  ofien- 
ces  in  his  Legislative  character,  confound  all  the 
distinctions  in  the  Constitution,  destroy  the  inde- 
pendence of  the  Senate ;  and  the  most  numerous 
branch,  like  Aaron^s  serpent,  swallows  up  the 
whole.  To  obviate  this  ODJection,  should  any  one 
say  that  his  conduct  as  a  legislator  is  exempt  from 
this  course  of  proceedins—I  say  no,  unless  that, 
as  civil  officers  only  may l)e  impeached,  it  implies 
for  malconduct  in  office,  or  that  the  Senator  is  not 
a  civil  officer  of  the  United  States.  I  defy  inge- 
nuity to  suggest  any  but  one  of  these  two  reasons, 
or  make  a  third  distincUon.  The  6th  section  or 
the  1st  article  declares,  "that  for  any  speech  or 
debate  in  the  Senate,  the  Senator  cannot  be  ques- 
tioned elsewhere;"  but  suppose  that  he  is  guilty 
by  act,  ukes  a  bribe  to  vote  for  a  law  or  a«;ainst  a 
law,  if  he  is  a  civil  officer  of  the  United  States, 


there  is  not  anything  to  prevent  bis  being  liable  to 
impeachment  as  any  other  civil  officer ;  and  if  as  to 
others,  it  is  not  confined  to  malpractice  in  office, 
but  includes  every  crime  and  misdemeanor,  so 
will  it  as  to  him  also.  It  is  asked,  shall  a  Senator 
escape  punishment?  Must  the  Senate  associate 
with  an  unworthy  member?  I  answer,  the  Con- 
stitution has  provided  that  the  offender  may  be 
prosecuted  by  indictment,  he  may  be  expell- 
ed; after  which,  it  is  not  very  probable^  that 
he  will  be  appointed  to  an  office  of  the  United 
States,  with  tne  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate. 
If  William  Blount,  however,  is  convicted,  may  he 
not  be  returned  a  Senate  again  ?  I  mean  to 
ask,  will  the  judraent  on  conviction  disqualify? 
The  Senate,  it  wm  be  said,  can  expel  him  again. 
Be  it  so;  but.  until  expulsion,  is  he  not  a  Senator, 
at  least  in  his  Legislative  capacity?  Can  he  be 
so  by  parts  ?  Does  not  this  show  that  a  Senator 
i^  not  an  officer  of  the  United  States,  nor 
an  object  of  the  proceeding  by  impeachment? 
Would  a  judgment  on  conviction  remove  him  as  a 
Senator?  Would  it  be  a  disqualification,  as  to  part 
of  his  character,  and  not  as  to  another  part?  Such 
subtle  refinements,  opprobrious  niceties  and  incon- 
sistencies result  from  classing  Senators  under  a 
denomination  not  intended  by  the  Constitution. 

Senators  and  members  of  tne  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives have  one  set  of  words  appropriated  to 
them  in  the  Constitution — civil  officers,  other 
terms.  As  thus,  office,  appointment^  commissiom^ 
removal;  Senator,  or  one  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives^ 77t«7i)6er,  ejection,  e^cpti^ffton,  seat  vaaked. 

What  interpretation  shall  we  give  to  the  6th 
section  of  the  4th  article  ?  ^  No  person  holding 
any  office  under  the  United  States,  shall  be  a 
member  of  either  House,  during  his  continuance 
in  office ;"  and  yet  a  Senator  is,  ipso  facto,  it  is 
said,  an  officer  of  the  United  States.  Identity  is 
incompatibility.  The  exception  of  a  Senator  is 
implied,  say  the  honorable  Managers;  but  how 
do  they  show  it  ?  Is  not  this  section  to  be  under- 
stood as  importing  that'the  character  of  a  monber 
of  either  House,  and  that  of  an  officer  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  arcLby  the  Constitution,  distinct  and 
incommitible.  The  distinction  is  observed  througrh- 
out  Can  the  Clerk  of  this  House,  ot  the  Clerk 
of  the  other  House,  be  proceeded  against  by  im- 
peachment ?  .  I  conceive  not ;  because  they  are 
not  appointed  nor  commissioned  by  the  United 
States  Gk>vemment,  or  by  the  Executive  thereof^ 
but  by  the  respective  Houses.  I  believe  that  not 
an  instance  can  be  found  in  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States,  in  which  a  Senator  is  classed 
under  the  denomination  of  an  officer,  or  civil  offi- 
cer of  the  United  States. 

Some  observation  was  made  on  the  9th  section 
of  the  1st  article  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  ^  that  no  person  holding  any  office  of  profit 
or  trust  under  the  United  States,  should,  withont 
the  consent  of  Congress,  accept  of  any  present 
from  any  King,  Prince,  or  foreign  State."  Mifttt 
a  Senator,  one  in  so  important  a  public  situatioiL 
accept  of  a  present  from  a  foreijo^  State  ?  No,  I 
answer.  The  power  of  expulsion  is  a  sufficient 
checL    The  impropriety  or  the^  measure  would 
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be  a  suffieient  ^aard.  The  laws,  in  consonance 
with  the  Consutution  of  the  United  States,  dis- 
tioffuish  between  the  members  of  the  Legislature 
and  the  officers  of  the  United  States,  and  also  of 
the  several  States. 

In  the  first  volume  of  the  laws  of  the  United 
States,  p.  18,  sec.  3,  it  is  provided  ^'  that  all  mem- 
bers or  the  State  liegislatures,  and  the  Executive 
and  Judicial  -officers  of  the  several  States,  sluiU 
take  an  oath  to  support  the  Constitution ;"  and  by 
section  2,  it  is  provided  "  that  the  members  of  the 
Senate  and  House  of  Representatives,"  and  by 
section  4,  "  that  all  officers  of  the  United  States 
shall  take  the  same  oath,  distinguishing  between 
the  members  of  either  House  and  the  officers  of 
the  United  Stat^."  In  the  Constitution  of  the 
Sute  of  Pennsylvania,  of  New  York,  of  Massa- 
chusetts, and  ot  New  Hampshire,  the  same  dis- 
tinction of  language  is  observed.  I'he  distinction 
is  equally  familiar  in  the  English  law.  In  the  1st 
voL  of  Blackgtone^s  Commentariea,  p.  368,  it  is 
said  "  that  the  oath  of  allegiance  must  be  taken  by 
aUperwM  in  any  office^  trust,  or  employment ;" 
yet  members  of  either  House  are  not  considered 
as  included.  In  p.  374  of  the  same  volume,  it  is 
declared  "  that  no  denizen  can  be  of  the  Privy 
Council,  or  either  House  of  Parliament  or  have 
any  office  of  trust,  civil  or  military."  Such,  I  be- 
lieve, has  been  the  universal  understanding  of  the 
expressions,  until  the  present  priisecntion. 

it  is  a  rule  of  construction,  that  when  a  law  is 
only  doubtful,  an?uments  ah  inconvementi  are 
most  powerful.  The  rule  will  apply,  with  equal 
propriety,  to  the  construction  of  a  Constitution. 
If  the  most  numerous  branch,  already,  I  repeat  it, 
sufficiently  formidable,  may  proceed  by  impeach- 
ment against  a  Senator — ^at  their  will,  doom  to 
temporary  disffrace  any  member— this  would  form 
an  engine  of  immense  additional  weight  in  their 
hands.  I  know  that  it  is  not  always  an  objection 
against  entrusting  power  that  it  may  be  abused ; 
but,  when  it  is  unnecessary  to  make  the  trust,  and 
the  danger  great,  the  risk  ought  not  to  be  incurred. 

It  is  among  the  less  objections  of  the  cause,  that 
the  defendant  is  now  out  of  office,  not  by  resigna- 
tion. I  certainly  shall  never  contend  that  an  offi- 
cer inay  first  commit  an  ofience,  and  afterwards 
avoid  punishment  by  resigning  his  office ;  but  the 
defendant  has  been  expelled.  Can  he  be  removed 
at  one  trial,  and  disqualified  at  another,  for  the 
same  ofience  ?  Is  it  not  the  form,  rather  than  the 
substance  of  a  trial  ?  Do  the  Senate  come,  as 
Lord  Mansfield  says  a  jury  ought,  like  blank  pa- 
per, without  a  previous  impression  upon  their 
minds?  Would  not  error  m  the  first  sentence 
naturally  be  productive  of  error  in  the  second  in- 
stance? Is  there  not  reason  to  apprehend  the 
strong  bias  of  a  former  decision  would  be  apt  to 
pcevent  the  influence  of  any  new  lights  brought 
forward  upon  a  second  trial  ? 

I  know  I  am  endeavoring  to  support  what  in  all 
courts  is  generally  unpalatable  doctrine.  I  am 
spesiking  for  a  decision  against  the  exercise  of  ju- 
risdiction requested  by  the  honorable  Managers. 
Waters,  however,  says  Lord  Coke^  which  over- 
flow their  limits,  are  apt  to  lose  their  ohaanel,  e$t 


bonijudicis  ampliarejuatitiam  rumjurisdictionem. 
I  thank  you  for  the  patient  attentioo  with  which 
I  have  been  heard.  I  hope  and  believe  that  your 
deliberations  will  end  in  a  proper  decision  of  this 
most  important  question.  I  conclude  in  the  dying 
words  or  the  famous  Father  Paul  to  his  country, 
as  quoted  by  Mr.  Justice  Biackstone,  and  which 
he  has,  I  conceive,  with  less  propriety,  applied  to 
the  Constitution  of  Great  Britain :  1  say  of  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  in  its  true  sense 
and  genuine  exposition,  Esto  perpetua  ! 

Mr.  Inoersoll  having  closed  his  observations, 
Mr.  Harper  replied  as  follows : 

And  L  too,  Mr.  President,  say  of  the  Constitu- 
tion of  tne  United  States,  jBsto  perpetual  In  this 
prayer  I  most  devoutly  join  the  honorable  counsel 
for  the  defendant ;  nor  will  I  yield  to  that  honor- 
able gentleman,  or  any  other  of  America's  sons,  in 
the.  warmth  or  the  sincerity  of  my  wishes  for  the 
perpetual  duration  of  our  free  and  happy  Consti- 
tution. 

But  the  question  between  us  does  not  relate  to 
the  duration  of  the  Constitution,  which  we  all 
equally  desire,  but  to  its  construction,  about  which 
doubts  may  well  exist  among  its  sincepest  friends. 
To  fix  this  construction  in  the  case  now  under 
consideration,  will,  therefore,  be  the  sole  object  of 
those  remarks,  which,  as  one  of  the  Managers  of 
the  impeachment  against  William  Blount,  I  shall 
address  to  this  honorable  body.  To  this  object  I 
shall  strictly  confine  myself;  leaving  in  the  fields 
of  rhetorical  embellishment,  to  which  they  prop- 
erly belong,  all  the  other  topics  whereon  the 
learned  counsel  for  the  defendant  have  so  elo- 
quently descanted. 

The  arguments  urged  against  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  Senate,  in  this  case^  naturally  divide  them- 
selves under  two  heads :  nrst,  that  no  person  except 
an  officer  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
is  liable  to  impeachment  under  the  Constitution  ; 
secondly,  that,  according  to  the  force  and  true 
meaning  of  the  Constitution,  a  member  of  the 
Senate  is  not  such  an  officer.  It  was  in  this  order 
that  my  learned  colleague  considered  the  subject. 
On  the  first  point  nothing  can  be  added  by  me  to 
the  very  able  and  conclusive  argument  which  he 
delivered ;  nor  shall  I  attempt  anything  more 
than  merely  to  remove  the  principal  objections 
which  were  urged  by  the  learned  counsel  in  reply; 
but.  on  the  second,  which  was  more  lightly  toucned 
by  nioh  I  shall  insist  at  greater  length. 

My  honorable  colleague,  under  the  first  head, 
contended  that  the  power  of  impeachment  beinff 

S'ven  by  the  Constitution  to  the  Senate  and 
ouse  of  Representatives,  without  restriction  or 
explanation,  its  nature,  its  objects,  and  its  extent, 
must  be  sought  for  in  the  common  law  of  Ens*- 
land,  from  whence  it  is  derived.  This  princime 
was  warmly  combated  by  the  learned  counsel  for 
the  defendant  who  replied  to  him.  but  who  did 
not  condescend  to  inform  us  to  wnat  source  we 
are  to  resort  for  the  explanation  of  the  term  "  im* 
peachment,"  after  we  shall  have  rejected,  pursu- 
ant to  his  advice,  what  he  is  pleased  to  term  "  the 
dark  and  barbarous  volumes  of  the  eo^unon  law.'* 
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What,  he  exclaims,  shall  we,  in  order  to  decide  on 
questicms  respecting  our  dearest  rights,  have  re- 
course to  the  *'  dark  and  barbarous  volumes  of  the 
common  Jaw !"  This,  Mr.  President,  reminds  me 
of  the  "worm-eaten  volumes"  of  the  law  of  na- 
tions, about  which  we  formerly  heard  so  much 
in  our  dispute  with  the  French  Republic.  The 
former  Mmister  of  that  nation,  when  he  found 
himself  hard  pressed  by  the  authorities  from  the 
law  of  nations,  which  the  American  Secretary  of 
State  very  ably  adduced  against  him,  had  recourse 
to  the  same  ingenious  expedient  whereto  the 
learned  counsel  tor  the  defendant,  in  similar  cir- 
cumstances, has  resorted.  He  denied  the  author- 
ity of  Grotius,  Puffendorf,  and  Vattel,  and  called 
their  works  "  worm-eaten  volumes."  whose  con- 
tents, he  thanked  €k>d,  that  he  had  long  since  for- 
^tten.'*^  With  equal  prudence  and  dexterity,  the 
ingenious  counsel  for  the  defendant,  hard  pressed 
by  the  authorities  adduced  from  the  common  law. 
and  unable  to  answer  or  evMde  them,  gets  rid  of 
them  at  once,  by  a  amp-de-main  d  la  Genet,  and 
consigns  them  to  oblivion,  as  *^  dark  and  barbarous 
volumes,"  unworthy  of  the  light  of  the  new  phi- 
losophy ;  which,  in  law,  it  seems,  as  well  as  in  poli- 
tics and  morals,  can  dispense  with  the  aids  of  long 
experience,  soars  above  the  wisdom  of  all  former 
aj^es,  and,  in  the  mouths  of  its  new-fledged  vota- 
ries, is  all-sufficient,  by  its  own  light,  to  regulate 
not  only  our  civil  institutions  and  our  mond  con- 
duct, but  also  the  laws  which  protect  our  proper- 
ty, our  lives,  and  our  reputation.  The  *^  dark  and 
l>arbarous  volumes  of  the  common  law,"  which 
have  been  the  boast  of  ages,  and  in  which  our 
simple  ancestors  thought  that  thev  could  find  the 
maxims  of  truth,  discovered  by  renection,  and  con- 
firmed by  experience,  are  now,  according  to  the 
learned  counsel  for  the  defendant,  to  be  iMuiished, 
along  with  the  "  worm-eaten  volumes"  of  the  law 
of  nations,  into  the  regions  of  mere  antiquarian 
curiosity,  or  of  total  obBvion.  And  yet,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, omr  courts  and  juries  do  not  seem  to  be  yet 
illumined  by  this  new  light ;  for  to  these  ^^  dark 
and  barbarous  volumes"  do  they  perpetually  re- 
cur on  questions  of  the  highest  importance.  If  a  man 
be  indicted  for  murder,  and  a  question  arise  whe- 
ther the  matter  alleged  in  the  indictment  amount 
to  the  crime  of  murder,  whither  does  the  court  re- 
tort for  a  decision  on  this  question  7  I  answer,  to 
the  ^  dark  and  barbarous  i^es  of  the  common  law." 
If  the  indictment  be  sumcient,  and  it  become  a 
question  whether  the  focts  proved  are  sufl^ient  to 
Mipport  the  indictment,  whither,  I  ask,  is  recourse 
had  for  a  decision  on  this  point?  Again,  I  an- 
swer, to  the  ^'  dark  and  barbarous  volumes  of  the 
common  law."  If  the  testimony,  offered  in  sup- 
port of  the  indictment,  be  objecteu  to  as  improper, 
now  is  this  question  decided?  By  a  recurrence 
to  those  same  ^  dark  and  barbarous"  volumes.  If 
a  man,  beinff  detfamed  bv  his  neighbor,  bring  an 
action  for  danages,  and  it  be  objected  that  the 
vimrds  spoken  are  not  sufficient  to  support  an  ae- 
tion  of  slander,  how  is  this  question  decided  ?    I 

*  See  te  ooire^wndence  m  1793^  betwesn  Mr.  Js^ 
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answer,  by  recourse  to  the  ^*  dark  and  barbaroas 
volumes  of  the  common  law." 

Do  these  volumes,  which  have  so  unfortunately 
incurred  the  displeasure  of  the  learned  counsel  for 
the  defendant,  possess  less  influence  upcm  oar 
property  than  upon  our  life  and  reputation  ?  By 
no  means ;  for  should  a  man  claim  an  estate  by 
inheritance  from  his  ancestors,  or  by  the  will  of 
a  person  deceased,  and  a  Question  were  to  arise 
respecting  the  legal  effect  or  the  words  made  use  of 
in  thewili,or  the  circumstances  necessary  to  eonsti- 
tote  a  descent  in  law,  bv  what  standard  would  the 
decision  be  regulated  1  By  the  rules,  I  answer, 
which  are  contained  in  the  *^dark  and  barbaroas 
volumes  of  the  common  law.".  Should  I  bring 
my  action  of  trovei  for  the  recovery  of  any  part 
of  my  personal  property,  whereof  another  person 
had  obtained  possession?  By  what  authority 
should  I  support  my  action?  By  what  rales 
would  the  recovery  be  governed?  Still,  I  an- 
swer, by  the  ^'  cbirk  and  barbarous  volumes  of  the 
common  law." 

It  appears,  indeed,  that  our  Legislatures  are  as 
destitute  as  our  courts  and  juries,  of  that  new  Ught 
which  might  enable  them^  like  the  learned  coun- 
sel for  the  defendant,  to  dispense  with  the  ^  dark 
and  bNEirbarous  volumes  of  the  common  law ;"  for 
thev  perpetually  refer  to  those  volumes  for  the 
explanations  of  the  most  important  terms  used  in 
their  Lejgislattve  acts.  Suppose,  for  instance,  that 
the  Le^lature  of  any  State  should  pass  an  act 
providing  that  any  person  convicted  of  such  or 
such  an  offence,  should  suffer  the  punishment  of 
feUmo,  without  benefit  if  dergy.  Similar  acts 
are  frequent.  Would  the  L^^lature,  in  this 
case,  explain,  in  the  act,  itself,  what  is  meant  by 
the  terms  conmctiony  felony j  and  benefit  ofdergyt 
Certainly  not.  For  the  explanation  of  those 
terms,  which  constitote  the  very  essence  of  the 
act,  recourse  would  be  had  to  the  "^  dark  and  bar- 
barous volumes  of  the  common  law."  So,  if  it 
were  to  be  enacted,  that  lands  held  in  fee  simple* 
should  no  longer  pass  by  descent  to  the  heir  at  law 
alone,  but  should  be  equally  divided  among  all 
the  heirs  of  the  whole  blood,  in  equal  degree, 
there  would  be  found  in  the  act  itself,  no  explan- 
ation of  the  terms  fee  siiMple^  decent,  Heir  €U  lam, 
heirs  of  the  whole  bloody  fc,,  but  recourse  must  be 
had  for  their  meaning  to  the  "dark  and  barbaroas 
volumes"  which  are  so  unsiffhtly  in  the  eyes  of 
the  learned  counsel  for  the  defendant. 

I  should  never  conclude,  Mr.  President,  were  I 
to  enumerate  all  the  iastanees  of  this  kinu  which 
might  be  drawn  from  our  systems  of  jurispro- 
denoe  and  our  Legislative  proceedings.  Every 
day  and  every  hour  do  our  courts  of  justice  fooM 
their  decisions,  and  our  Legislators  rest  the  ^- 
pbnation,  of  their  acts  on  those  "  dark  and  har- 
oarotts  volumes"  of  the  common  law,  for  attempt- 
ing to  draw  from  which  an  explanation  of  the  na- 
ture and  extent  of  the  power  of  ^  impeachment," 
my  learned  colleague  has  incurred  the  censors 
of  the  honorable  counsel  for  the  defemlant. 

But  if  my  colleague  were  not  thus  supported 
by  the  universal  practice  of  our  Legislattve  bo- 
dtesy  and  our  courts  of  justice,  in  his  recurreoct  lo 
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the  common  law  for  an  explanation  of  a  term  de- 
rired  solely  from  that  law,  what  could  be  more 
reasonable  in  itself  than  such  a  recurrence  ?  Is 
it  not  common,  is  it  not  necessary,  in  every  day's 
practice,  to  use  terms  drawn  from  particular  arts 
or  sciences  ?  And  when  doubu  arise  about  the 
meaning  of  these  terms,  to  what  do  we  resort  for 
their  explanation  7  Surely  to  the  art  or  science 
from  whence  they  were  borrowed.  Let  us  take 
chemistry  for  an  example.  Suppose  it  Were  en- 
acted by  a  law  that  men  should  not  profess  chem- 
istry, or  should  not  perform  certain  operations  in 
chemistry,  without  a  previous  license  trom  the 
QoveiTnment;  and  a  question  were  to  arise  before 
a  court  of  justice  about  the  meaning  of  the  term 
"chemistry,"  or  of  the  terms  employed  in  describ- 
ing those  particular  operations ;  on  what  author- 
ity would  this  explanation,  the  decision  of  this 
question^  be  rested?  Surely  on  the  approved 
books  or  chemistry ;  on  the  writings  of  those  au- 
thors who  have  obtained  the  greatest  reputation 
in  this  science — of  Lavoisier  and  Priestley,  for  in- 
stance. I  trust  the  learned  counsel  for  the  defend- 
ant would  not  stigmatize  the  writings  of  these  il- 
lustrious chemists,  of  these  new  lights  in  science, 
as  "  dark  and  barbarous  volumes."  To  me,  they 
would  be  "  dark,"  for  1  do  not  understand  the  sub- 
ject whereof  they  treat,  but  I  should  never  pro- 
nounce them  "barbarous."  On  the  contrary  I 
should  submit  implicitly  to  their  authority,  ac- 
oording  to  the  maxim  which,  in  my  unenlighten- 
.  ed  opinion,  is  not  the  worse  tor  being  old :  cuique 
mta  arte  credendum.  Not  so  the  learned  counsel 
for  the  defendant.  To  him  the  volumes  of  the 
eommon  law  are  not  "  dark ;"  and  yet,  after  hav- 
ing so  successfully  employed  himself  in  extract- 
ing their  rich  treasures,  he,  rather  ungratefully,  I 
must  say,  consigns  them  over  to  worms  and  ob- 
livion, with  the  epithet  of  "  barbarous." 

The  learned  counsel  who  first  replied  to  my 
colleague  took  great  pains,*  and  displayed  much 
ability,  to  show  the  pernicious  and  absurd  conse- 
quences which  would  result  from  adopting  the 
penal  common  law  of  England,  or  the  penal  code 
«f  any  State,  as  a  rule  of  conduct  for  the  Federal 
Government.  But  this  was  merely  fighting  a 
pmmom  j  for  my  colleague  contended  for  no  such 
thing,  nor  is  it  in  the  least  necessary  for  our  pur- 
pose. We  do  not  wish  the  Federal  Government 
to  adopt  the  penal  laws  of  England,  or  of  any  par- 
lioular  Sute  in  the  Union ;  but  we  contend  that 
when  a  term,  borrowed  from  the  law  of  England, 
is  introduced  without  comment  or  explanation  into 
our  Constitution  or  our  statutes,  every  question  re>- 
specting  the  meaning  of  that  term  must  be  decided 
liy  a  reference  to  the  oodf  from  whence  it  was  drawn; 
in  the  same  manner  as  a  term  in  chemistry,  or  any 
other  science,  being  introduced  into  one  of  our  sta- 
tutes or  Constitutions,  must  be  explained  by  a  ref- 
erence to  the  writers  on  that  science.  Surely  this 
is  a  diflferent  thing  from  adopting  the  penal  code 
of  England)  or  of  any  particular  State,  as  a  rule  of 
conduct  for  the  Fedeial  Gkivemment. 

If,  therefore,  it  be  proper  and  necessary  to  recur 
to  every  art  and  science  for  the  explanation  d* 
terms  which  have  been  borrowed  from  it,  where 


shall  we  search,  but  in  the  common  law  of  Eng- 
land, for  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  "  power  of 
impeachment."  which  our  Constitution  has  bor* 
rowed  from  that  law?  It  is  answered  that  wp 
must  recur  to  the  Constitution  itself.  This,  Mr* 
President,  1  would  most  readily  admit — nay,  most 
earnestly  contend  for — did  the  Constitution  con- 
tain any  explanation  on  this  subject.  But  is  that 
the  case  ?    Let  the  Constitution  answer. 

In  the  last  clause  of  the  2d  section  of  the  1st 
article,  the  Constitution  declares  that  "  the  House 
of  Representatives  shall  have  the  sole  power  of 
impeachment." 

1.  The  two  last  clauses  of  the  3d  section  of  the 
1st  article  declare  that  "  the  Senate  shall  have  the 
sole  power  to  try  all  impeachments ;"  that,  "  when 
sitting  for  that jDur pose,  they  shall  be  on  oath  or 
affirmation."  That  "  when  the  President  of  the 
United  States  is  tried,  the  Chief  Justice  shall  pre- 
side." That  "  no  person  shall  be  convicted  with- 
out the  concurrence  of  two-thirds  of  the  members 
present."  That  "judgment,  in  cases  of  con  vie* 
tion,  shall  not  extend  further  than  to  removal  from 
office,  and  disqualification  to  hold  any  office  of 
honor,  profit,  or  trust,  under  the  United  States." 
And  that  *'  tne  party  convicted  shall  nevertheless 
be  liable  and  subject  to  indictment  trial,  judg- 
ment, and  punishment,  according  to  law." 

And,  finally,  the  4tn  section  of  the  2d  article 
provides  that  "the  President,  Vice  President,  and 
all  civil  officers  of  the  United  States,  shall  be  r^ 
moved  from  office  on  impeachment  for,  and  con* 
viction  of,  treason,  bribery,  or  otlier  high  crimes 
and  misdemeanors." 

This  is  every  ivord  that  that  the  Constitution 
contains  on  the  subject  of  impeachment. 

In  these  clauses  there  are  provisions  for  three 
distinct  objects,  and,  as  it  appears  manifest  to  me, 
for  nothing  more.  First,  by  whom  impeachments 
dmll  be  preferred ;  secondly,  by  whom  and  in  what 
manner  they  shall  be  tried ;  and,  thirdly,  what 
shall  be  the  punishment,  in  case  of  conviction. 
The  power  of  punishment,  indeed,  is  restricted* 
In  no  case  shall  it  go  beyond  removal  from  office 
and  disqualification ;  and  in  the  case  of  the  Presi- 
dent, Vice  President,  and  all  civil  officers,  it  shall 
not  stop  short  of  removal.  But  as  to  the  persons 
who  smll  be  impeached  besides  the  President.  Vice 
President,  and  civil  officers ;  or  as  to  the  offences 
for  which  they  may  be  impeached,  not  a  word  is 
to  be  found  in  the  Constitution.  The  sole  power 
of  hnpeachment,  in  all  its  latitude,  and  with  all  its 

Soperties  and  incidents,  is  given  to  the  House  of 
epresentatives. 

Where,  then,  Mr.  President,  are  we  to  look  for 
these  properties  and  incidents?  Where  shall  wa 
find  the  measure  of  this  latitude?  Not  in  the 
Constitution,  surely,  which  says  not  one  word  oa 
the  subject ;  but  in  the  common  law  of  England, 
fh>m  wiienoe  the  Constitution  borrowed  the  term 
"impeachment,"  as  it  did  so  many  other  terms, 
without  explanation  or  restriction. 

It  cannot,  then,  I  apprehend,  be  doubted  that  the 
term  "  impeachment"  in  our  Constitution  has,  and 
was  intended  by  the  framers  of  the  Canstitutiou 
to  hare,  preeieely  the  same  meaa^g,  feroe,  mi 
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extent,  as  in  the  Eofflish  law.  And  it  being  per-  I 
fectly  clear  that  in  the  English  law  the  power  of  t 
impeachment  is  unlimited,  and  extends  to  every  | 
person  and  to  every  offence,  it  follows,  undenia- 1 
Sly,  that  the  positions  of  my  learned  colleague  j 
remain  unshaken,  and  that  the  defendant,  in  the  | 
present  case,  b  liable  to  impeachment  for  the  offen-  | 
ces  charged  against  him  by  the  House  of  Repre- 1 
sentatives. 

The  learned  counsel  who  first  replied  to  my  : 
colleague  has,  indeed,  denied  that  the  power  .of  | 
impeachment  is  unlimited  in  the  English  law. 
According  to  him,  it  is  restricted,  by  what  he  calls 
"the  policy  of  impeachments,"  to  mere  official 
offences,  committed  by  people  in  office.  It  is  some- 
what singular  that  the  autnor  cited,  in  support  of 
this  doctrine,  (  WoodesoUj  pp.  596,  601.)  flatly  and 
expressly  contradicts  the  doctrine.  After  explain- 
the  circumstances  from  which,  in  his  opinion,  the 

Eractice  of  impeachments  in  England  first  arose, 
e  goes  on  to  state  what  the  law  on  that  subject 
actually  was,  at  the  time  when  he  wrote,  a  very 
few  years  ago.  "All  the  King's  subjects,  (says 
Woodeson,  p. 601)  are  impeachaole  in  Parliament; 
but  with  this  distmction,  that  a  Peer  may  be  so  ac- 
cused before  his  Peers,  of  any  crime;  a  Commoner 
(though  perhaps  it  was  formerly  otherwise)  can 
now  be  chargea  with  misdemeanors  only,  not  with 
any  capital  offence."  I  confess  I  cannot  under- 
stand how  it  is  to  be  inferred,  from  this  authority, 
that  the  power  of  impeachment  in  England  is 
restricted  to  official  characters  and  official  offences. 
To  me  it  appears  that  the  very  contrary  is  ex- 
pressly established.  As  to  the  position  that  all  the 
mstances  specified  by  Woodeaan  are  of  an  official 
nature,  I  cannot  contradict  it ;  but  surely  the  learned 
counsel  must  have  forgotten  the  case  of  Dr.  Sach- 
everel,  impeached  for  preaching  an  improper  ser- 
mon, before  he  asserted  that  no  imp^chments, 
except  of  persons  in  office,  and  for  official  offences, 
are  to  be  round  in  the  English  books. 

As  to  the  principles  of  the  Federal  Qovernment, 
and  the  general  policy  of  impeachment,  whereby 
the  learned  counsel  for  the  defendant  have  informed 
us  that  the  power  of  impeachment  under  our  Con- 
stitution ought  to  be  restricted,  I  confess,  Mr.  Pre- 
sident, that  I  do  not  perceive  the  force  of  such 
arguments  in  a  (question  of  this  kind.  Our  busi- 
ness is  to  ascertain  the  meaning  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, and  not  to  discuss  the  policy  of  its  various 
provisions ;  to  inquire  what  the  law  of  impeach- 
ments is,  not  what,  according  to  its  policy  and  its 
uses,  it  ought  to  be.  Such  arguments  would  have 
been  very  proper  in  the  Convention  which  framed 
the  Consatution,  or  in  any  of  those  by  which  it 
was  ratified,  but  are  wholly  inapplicable  in  a  court 
of  justice,  whose  business  it  is  to  expound  the  law, 
not  to  judge  of  its  policy  or  impolicy.  Nor  can 
I  conceive  how  the  universal  extent  of  the  power 
of  impeachment,  contended  for  by  my  honorable 
colleague,  is  contrary  to  the  spirit,  the  objects,  or 
the  policy,  either  of  the  law  of  impeachment,  or 
of  the  Federal  Constitution.  The  use  of  the  law 
of  impeachment  is  to  punish,  and  thereby  prevent, 
offences  which  are  or  such  a  nature  as  to  to  en- 
danger the  safety  or  injure  the  interests  of  the  Uni- 


ted States ;  and  the  object  of  the  Federal  Consti- 
tution was  to  provide  for  that  safety  and  to  protect 
those  in  terests.  Such  offences  may  be  committed, 
as  well  by  persons  out  of  office  as  by  persons  in 
office ;  and  although  the  punishment  can  go  no 
further  than  removal  and  disqualification,  which 
restriction  was,  perhaps,  wisely  introduced  in  order 
to  prevent  those  abuses  of  the  power  of  impeach- 
ment which  had  taken  place  in  another  coontiy, 
yet  it  may  often  be  extremely  important  to  pre- 
vent such  offenders  from  getting  into  office,  as  well 
as  to  remove  them  when  they  are  in ;  and  it  ia, 
therefore,  as  consistent  with  the  policy  of  impeach- 
mento,  and  the  principles  of  the  Federal  compact, 
to  punish  them  in  tne  one  case  as  in  the  other. 
This  doctrine,  it  is  further  said,  would  enable  Con- 
gress to  interfere  with  the  State  Grovemments,  by 
impeaching  their  officers.  But  those  impeacli- 
ments  must  be  founded  on  offences  against  the 
United  States :  and  if  such  offences  were  commit- 
ted  by  State  officers,  I  cannot  see  why  they  ought 
not  to  be  punished,  as  well  as  in  any  other  case. 
Surely  they  would  not  be  less  dangerous.  If  the 
convictions  in  such  impeachments  could  remore 
men  from  State  offices,  or  disqualify  them  for  hold- 
ing such  offices,  there  might  be  something  in  the 
objection ;  but  that  coiild  not  be  the  case^  since  the 
removal  and  disqualification  api^y  to  offices  under 
the  General  Gk>vemment  alone. 

The  learned  counsel  for  the  defendant  have  ad- 
duced many  of  the  State  Constitutions,  to  show 
that  the  States  have,  in  their  own  Constitutions . 
restricted  the  power  of  impeachment  to  official 
persons  and  official  offences;  from  whence,  ac- 
cording to  them^  it  ought  to  be  inferred  that  the 
States,  in  ratifymg  the  Federal  Constitution,  in- 
tended that  the  power  of  impeachment  which  it 
contains,  should  ne  restricted  in  the  same  manner. 
JBut,  Mr.  President,  I  cannot  discern  how  this  in- 
ference is  warranted.  The  very  contrary,  I  should 
suppose,  ought  to  be  ftiferred.  It  must  be  rememr 
bered  that  in  the  State  Constitutions  the  power 
is  expressly  limited  ;  and  that  terms  are  employ- 
ed very  different  from  those  to  be  found  in  the 
Federal  Constitution.  This  proves  that  where 
the  States  intended  to  limit  the  power,  as  in  their 
own  Constitutions,  they  employed  express  words 
for  that  purpose :  from  whence  it  may,  surely,  be 
inferred  that  when  they  took  the  Federal  Consti- 
tution, without  any  such  express  words,  they  in- 
tendea  to  take  the  power  of  impeachment  aione 
with  it,  without  any  such  limitation.  It  must 
also  be  remarked,  that  the  Convention  which 
framed  the  Federal  Constitution  was  composed  of 
members  from  each  State,  who  must  have  under^ 
stood  their  own  State  Constitutions,  and  the  liai- 
itations  on  this  subject,  which  they  contain.  Had 
they  intended  to  limit  the  power  of  impeachment 
in  a  similar  manner,  they  would  no  doubt  have 
done  it  by  express  words,  as  in  their  respective 
State  Constitutions. 

But  the  learned  counsel  for  the  defendant  have 
told  us  that  the  power  of  impeachment  is  limited 
in  the  Constitution  itself,  by  the  restriction  which 
it  imposes  on  the  power  of  punishment.  The 
power  of  punishment  on  conviction  by  impeach- 
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ment,  is  restricted^  ssLy  they,  to  ^'remoTal  from 


and  convict  a  man,  who  held  no  office  from  which  he 
could  be  removed,  and  could,  of  consequence,  be 
no  otherwise  affected  than  by  a  disqualification  to 
hold,  in  future,  offices  whicn  he,  perhaps,  never 
had  a  prospect  of  obtaining.  Of  this  absurdity  the 
Constitution  cannot  be  supposed  to  be  guiltjr ;  and 
therefore  it  could  not  have  intended  to  subject  to 
the  power  of  impeachment  any  persons  except 
those  who  actually  hold  offices,  and  may  be  pun- 
ished by  removal. 

But  where,  Mr.  President,  did  the  honorable 
counsel  for  the  defendant  learn  that  disqualifica- 
tion to  hold  any  office  of  trust,  honor,  or  profit, 
under  the  Government  of  our  country,  is  no  pun- 
ishment? Would  either  of  those  honorable  gen- 
tlemen think  it  no  punishment  in  his  own  case? 
There  are,  no  doubt,  many  n[ien  indifferent  as  to 
offices  of  profit,  and  not  ambitious  of  those  of 
honor  or  trust.  But  to  be  held  up  to  our  fellow- 
citizens  as  a  person  unworthy  of  trust,  undeserving 
of  honor ;  to  be  stigmatized  by  a  solemn  sentence 
of  the  law,  pronounced  by  the  highest  and  most 
awful  judicature  known  to  the  Constitution ;  to 
be  excluded,  by  the  Toice  of  our  country,  from  all 
hope  of  participating  in  those  rights,  privileges, 
and  advantages,  which  are  open  to  our  fellow-citi- 
zens ;  to  be  disowned  by  our  common  mother,  as 
degenerate  and  unnatural  sons,  unworthy  of  her 
confidence ;  to  be  deprived,  not  only  of  her  kind- 
ness and  her  favors,  but  even  of  the  right  which  a 
good  citizen  holds  dearest  of  all,  the  right  of  de- 
voting ourselves  to  her  service,  of  defending  her 
in  the  hour  of  danger  and  distress.  Are  these  not 
punishments?  I  know  not  where  the  learned 
counsel  learned  that  they  are  not;  but  this  I 
know,  that  they  did  not  learn  it  in  their  own 
hearts.  Yes,  Mr.  President,  a  sentence  of  disqual- 
ification, pronounced  by  this  honorable  body,  in 
the  face  ot  the  whole  American  nation,  and  on  a 
charge  of  high  crimes  and  misdemeanors  by  the 
Representatives  of  the  American  people,  is  a  pun- 
ishment ;  and  as  this  punishment  is  applicable  to 
persons  who  are  not  officers  as  well  as  to  those 
who  ar&  it  follows  that  the  power  of  impeach- 
ment, ir  its  extent  be  measured  by  that  of  the 
power  of  punishment,  is  applicable  to  all  persons, 
whether  officers  or  not. 

But  admitting,  Mr.  President,  that  the  power  of 
impeachment  is  restricted  by  tne  Constitution  to 
qficers  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States; 
^till,  I  contend  that  a  Senator  of  the  United  States, 
a  member  of  this  honorable  body,  is  an  officer  of 
the  Government,  in  the  Constitutional  meaning  of 
the  word,  and  consequently  liable  to  impeach- 
ment, on  the  doctrine  of  the  learned  counsel  them- 
selves. 

The  learned  counsel  have,  indeed,  contended, 
by  their  plea,  and  in  their  arguments,  that  none  but 
civil  officers  are  liable  to  impeachment  by  the 
Constitution ;  but  in  this  they  are  plainly  contra- 
dicted by  the  Constitution  itself.  They  found 
their  argument  on   that  clause  which  provides 


"  that  the  President^  Vice  President,  and  all  civil 
officers  of  the  United  States,  shall  be  removed 
from  office,  on  impeachment  for,  and  conviction 
of,  treason,  bribery,  or  other  high  criines  and  mis- 
demeanors." But  this  clause  is,  evidently,  not  re- 
strictive, but  imperative.  It  does  not  point  out 
what  persons,  or  what  officers,  shall  be  liable  to 
impeachment;  but  expressly  orders,  that  such  and 
such  officers,  when  convicted  on  impeachment, 
shaU  be  punished  to  the  extent,  at  least  of  remo- 
val from  office.  The  former  clause  had  declared, 
that  "judgment  in  cases  of  impeachment  shall 
not  extend  further  than  to  removal  from  office, 
and  disqualification  to  hold  or  enjoy  any  office 
of  honor,  trust,  or  profit,  under  the  United 
States ;"  leavinff  the  Senate  to  apportion  the  pun- 
ishment, according  to  its  discretion,  within  those 
limits.  They  might  censure  the  person  con- 
victed, suspend  him  for  a  limited  time,  or  disqual- 
ify him  perpetually  for  certain  offices,  or  for  all 
offices  during  a  certain  period.  But  beyond  abso- 
lute removal,  and  perpetual  disjqualification  for  all 
offices,  they  could  not  go.  This  was  fixed  as  the 
utmost  limit  of  their  power,  and  of  their  discre- 
tion. 

It  was  judged,  however,  that  in  case  of  the 
President,  Vice  President,  or  any  civil  officer,  the 
punishment  ought  not  to  be  less  than  removal ; 
though  it  might  be  more,  according  to  circum- 
stances. This  prorision  was,  therefc^e,  inserted. 
Its  object,  manifestly,  is,  not  to  designate  the  per-, 
sons  who  sball  be  liable  to  impeachment,  but  to 
prevent  the  Senate,  in  the  exercise  of  their  discre- 
tion, from  retaining  in  a  civil  office,  a  person  con- 
victed of  "  treason,  bribery,  or  other  high  crimes 
and  misdemeanors."  As  to  the  distinction  here 
made  between  civU  officers,  and  other  officers, 
there  is  no  need  to  examine  or  defend  it.  It  may, 
however,  be  supposed  to  have  arisen  from  an  opin- 
ion, certainly  well  founded,  that,  under  certain 
circumstances,  there  mi^ht  be  danger,  or  great  in- 
convenience, in  removing  from  ms  command,  a 
military  officer,  whom,  nevertheless,  it  might  be 
very  proper  to  censure  or  suspend,  or  even  to  dis- 
qualify for  some  particular  omces.  As  to  military 
officers,  therefore,  a  complete  discretion  was  left  to 
the  Senate ;  but  not  in  tne  case  of  civil  officers,  to 
whom  the  same  reasons  could  dot  apply.  They, 
on  conviction,  must  be  removed.  Military  offi- 
cers may  be  removed,  or  not,  according  to  circum- 
stances. 

The  honorable  counsel  for  the  defendant  who 
immediatelyj)receded  me,  viewed  this  provision 
in  a  very  different  light.  He  discussed  it  at  con- 
siderable length,  and  made  it  the  principal^round- 
work  of  his  argument  According  to  him,  it  is 
not  to  be  considered  as  merely  imperative  on  the 
Senate,  and  restrictive  of  their  discretion  in  ap- 
portioning the  punishment ;  but  as  a  designation 
of  the  persons  who  may  be  impeached :  TOcause, 
as  an  injunction  on  the  Senate^  not  to  reduce  the 
punishment,  in  the  cases  which  it  mentiona  below 
removal  from  office,  it  would  be  wholly  useless 
and  superfluous ;  and  therefore  must  either  become 
nu^tory,  contrary  to  the  maxim  which  requires 
an  instrument  to  be  so  construed  as  to  render 
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every  part  of  it  operative,  or  must  be  taken  as  a 
desigoatioD  of  the  persons  who  alone  are  liable  to 
impeachment.  But  with  deference  to  the  learn- 
ing and  disc^nment  of  that  honorable  counsel,  I 
conceive  that  his  opinion,  on  this  point,  is  fotmded 
on  a  total  misapprehension  of  the  provisions  respect- 
log  the  punishment  of  impeachment.  Every  part 
otthe  Constitution,  he  says,  is  imperative  on  the 
Senate.  If  the  House  impeach,  they  must  try  ;  and 
if  they  convict,  removal  and  disqualification  must 
follow.  Therefore,  to  say  that,  m  such  and  such 
cases,  they  shall  remove  on  conviction,  when  re- 
moval and  disqualification  must  be  the  necessary 
consequence  of  conviction  in  every  case,  would 
be  nugatory  and  ridiculous.  '  But  is  it  true,  that 
every  part  of  the  provisions  respecting  punish- 
ment on  conviction  is  imperative  i  Is  it  true,  that 
removal  and  disqualification  must  be  ^e  neces- 
sary consequences  of  conviction  in  every  case? 
"Judgment,  in  cases  of  impeachment,  says  the 
Constitution,  shall  not  extend  fvaiher  than  to 
removal  from  office,  and  disqualification  to  hold," 
k^.  Does  this  mean  that  the  Senate  shall  always 
jNinish  to  the  extent  of  removal  and  disqualifica- 
tion, whatever  be  the  nature  and  mitigation  of  the 
ofience ;  or  that,  within  the  limit  of  removal  and 
disqualification,  they  may  graduate  the  punish- 
ment according  to  circumstances,  but  never  shall 
exceed  that  limit  ?  If  the  latter  be,  as  I  contend 
it  is,  the  plain  and  necessary  meaning  of  the  pro- 
vision, the  whole  argument  of  the  honorable 
counsel  falls  to  the  ^ound. 

"The  President,  Vice  President,  and  all  civil 
officers,"  says  the  Constitution  again.  "  Bhall  be 
removed  from  office  on  impeachment,"  ^.  Is 
th^e  no  difference  between  these  two  passages? 
Is  it  the  same  thing  to  say  that  certain  persons 
fHwH  be  removed  on  conviction,  and  that  judg- 
ment in  no  case  shall  extend  further  than  to  remo- 
val and  disqualification  ?  Is  it  not  manifest,  that 
one  b  imperative,  and  the  other  restrictive  ?  That 
one  prescribes  limits  to 'the  exercise  of  a  power 
supposed  to  exist,  leaving  it  discretionary  within 
those  limits ;  while  the  other  declares  that,  in  cer- 
tain cases,  it  shall  be  exercised  to  a  certain  extent, 
and  thus  curtails  the  general  discretion  before 
given  ?  To  me  this  construction  appears  so  ob- 
vious, that  I  am  almost  tempted  to  repeat  the 
phrase,  rather  hastily  used  by  toe  honorable  coun- 
sel, and  declare,  that  a  contrary  construction  would 
be  perfectly  ridiculous. 

Had  the  Convention  intended  by  this  clause  to 
restrict  the  power  of  impeachment,  by  designatiiu^ 
the  persons  who  should  alone  be  liable  to  it,  would 
they  have  employed  expressions  so  awkward,  so 
unapt,  and  so  liable  to  doubt?  Instead  of  saying, 
"  the  President,  Vice  President,  and  all  civil  offi- 
cers, shall  be  removed  from  office  on  impeachment 
for  and  conviction  of  treason,  ^V'  would  they 
not  have  said,  "  the  President,  Vice  President,  and 
all  civil  officers,  ani  no  other  persona,  shall  be  lia- 
Ue  to  impeachment,  and  on  impeachment  for  and 
ccmviction  of  treason,  d^.,  shall  be  removed  from 
office  ?  Had  such  been  their  intention*,  this,  I  con- 
ceive, would  have  been  their  language,  for  then 
ih^r  intention  would  have  been  clearly  expressed. 


The  restriction,  therefore,  of  the  power  of  iiK- 
peachment,  is  to  be  sought  for  in  other  parts  of 
the  Constitution,  not  in  this  clause.  In  what 
part  ?  I  answer  in  that  which  restricts  the  power 
of  punishment. 

'Judgment,  in  cases  of  impeachment,  shall  not 
extend  further  than  to  removal  from  office,  and 
disqualification  to  hold  and  enjoy  any  office  of 
honor,  trust,  or  profit,  under  the  United  States.'' 
It  is  tnis  clause,  and  this  alone,  that  restricts  the 
power  of  punishment,  and  that  is  said  torestrict, 
by  implication,  the  power  of  impeachment  also. 
The  power  ot  punishment,  it  is  contended,  is  re- 
stricted to  officers  by  this  clause ;  and  it  would  be 
absurd  to  extend  the  power  of  impeachment  be- 
yond the  power  of  punishment.  The  former, 
therefore,  must  be  considered  as  restricted  to  qffi' 
cerSj  as  well  as  the  latter. 

.  This  reasoning  has  been  already  combatted,  and, 
I  think,  entirely  overthrown ;  but  admitting  it,  for 
the  present,  to  be  perfectly  well  founded,  let  ns^ 
Mr.  President,  inquire  how  far  it  will  aid  the  plea 
relied  on  by  tne  defendant.  Admitting  that  none 
but  officers  of  the  United  States  can  be  impeached ; 
let  us  inquire  whether  a  Senator  be  not  an  officer 
in  the  sense  of  the  Constitution?  This  is  the 
second  great  question  in  the  cause.  If  I  can  proye 
that,  in  the  true  sense  of  the  Constitution,  a  Sena- 
tor of  the  United  States  is  an  officer,  and  that  a 
seat  in  this  honorable  body  is  an  office  under  the 
United  States^  it  will  follow  that  the  defendant,  in 
this  case,  is  hable  to  impeachment,  and  that  his 
plea  must  be  overruled. 

It  is  to  be  remarked,  that  the  term  ^  office,''  ia 
that  clause  of  the  Constitution  which,  restricting 
the  power  of  punishment,  is  said  to  restrict  there- 
by the  power  of  impeachment  also,  is  used  in  the 
most  general  sense.  The  clause  does  not  speak  of 
a  civil  office,  a  military  office,  or  any  particolar 
species  of  either;  but  of  any  '*(«fice  of  honor, 
trust,  or  profit,"  which  is  germs  generalissimum^ 
and  includes  every  possible  designation  of  office, 
of  what  nature  or  Kind  soever.  It  is^  therefore, 
into  the  signification  of  the  word  ^^  office,"  in  its 
most  comprehensive  sense,  that  we  are  now  to 
inquire. 

In  order  to  ascertain  the  meaning  of  a  term,  we 
inay  have  recourse  to  its  derivation,  to  its  defini- 
tion by  writers  of  authority,  who  have  had  occa- 
sion to  employ  it  and  to  its  established  accepta^ 
tion  in  common  iise.  Let  me  be  permitted,  Mr. 
President,  to  try  the  meaning  of  the  term  ^  office" 
by  these  three  standards.  I^  to  the  derivation  of 
this  term^  it  is  derived  from  the  Latin  word  qfi- 
dum,  which  signifies  duty,  charge,  or  emplojrment 
As  far,  therefore,  as  its  meaning  can  be  inferred 
from  its  derivation,  it  must  signify  *^  a  post,  place, 
trust,  or  employment,  which  requu*es  the  perform- 
ance of  certain  duties."  Where  those  duties  are 
of  a  public  nature,  the  office  is  a  public  office. 

It  is  in  this  sense  that  the  term  *'  office"  is  used 
among  us.  In  common  language,  in  leffal  nro- 
ceedings,  in  public  acts,  w^  we  speak  of^an 
"  office,"  we  mean  '^  a  post,  place,  or  emploTtneat. 
which  requires  the  performance  of  some  antr  or 
a  public  nature."    These  datiee  may  be  of  vanoos 
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kinds.  They  majr  relate  to  the  civil  Ooverument, 
and  then  the  office  is  a  civil  office.  They  may 
relate  to  the  public  defence,  to  the  supefiatead- 
eoce  and  direction  of  the  public  force ;  and  then 
the  office  is  a  military  office :  but  still  it  is  an 
^  office."  in  the  general  and  universally  received 
sense  of  the  word.  Where  these  duties  relate  to 
the  civil  Government  they  may  also  be  of  various 
kinds.  They  may  appertain  particularly  to  the 
enaction  of  the  laws,  which  is  the  highest  depart- 
ment of  the  civil  Gk)Ternment,  and  then  the 
office  is  a  Le^^islative  office.  They  may  appertain 
to  the  execution  of  the  laws,  and  then  the  office  is 
an  Executive  office.  They  may  appertain  to  the 
administration  ot  lusoce,  or  the  application  of  the 
ktws  to  individuals,  and  then  the  office  is  a  Judi- 
cial office.  They  may  appertain  to  the  relations 
between  the  nation  and  foreign  nations^  and  then 
the  office  is  a  Diplomatic  office.  But  still,  in  every 
ease,  it  is  an  office,  ^d  a  civil  office.  Wherever 
a  man  holds  a  place  which  requires  from  him  the 

Eerformance  of  a  duty  of  a  public  nature,  we  call 
im  an  officer.  We  apply  the  term  to  a  constable, 
or  the  cryer  of  a  court,  as  well  as  to  the  Chief 
Justice  of  the  United  States ;  to  a  midshipman  in 
the  Navy,  an  ensign  in  the  Army,  or  a  weiffher  in 
die  custom-house,  as  well  as  to  the  President  of 
the  United  States.  It  is  the  official  obligation  to 
perform  a  public  duty  that  constitutes  the  office  in 
one  case  as  well  as  in  the  other.  There  is  no  dif- 
ference, except  in  the  importance  and  nature  of 
the  duties. 

I  admit,  indeed,  Mr.  President,  that  the  appli- 
cation of  the  term  to  members  of  the  Legislature 
is  less  frequent,  in  common  language,  than  to  per- 
sons employed  in  the  Executive  or  Judicial  de- 
partments ;  but  that  it  is  frequently  so  used  and 
80  understood,  I  shall  hereafter  prove  by  the  most 
authoritative  examples.  Its  being  less  frequently 
used  in  that  sense,  is  by  no  means  an  argument  to 
show  that  it  does  not  bear  that  sense.  It  is  not 
very  freqnentlv  used  in  anplication  to  persons  em- 
ployed in  the  diplomatic  department.  We  do  not 
commonly  say  of  a  foreign  Minister  or  Consul 
that  he  IS  an  officer ',  and  yet  there  can  be  no 
doubt  that  the  poet  of  foreign  Minister  is  an 
"  office,"  in  the  strictest  sense  of  the  word.  The 
term  officer  is  more  frequently  and  appropriately 
applied  to  persons  holding  military  commissions, 
than  any  others;  and  yet  nobody  supposes,  on 
that  account,  that  a  Gener^  in  the  Army  is  more 
an  officer  of  the  United  States  than  the  Secretary 
of  State.  The  question  is  not,  how  the  word  is 
most  frequently  used,  but  to  what  extent  its  com- 
mon and  received  acceptation  will  justify  its  use  ? 
There  can  be  no  doubt  that,  in  its  common  and 
received  application,  it  includes  all  persons  hold- 
ins  posts  which  require  the  performance  of  some 
public  duty.  Surely  a  member  of  tbis  honoraUe 
body  holds  a  popt  which  requires  the  performance 
of  public  duties,  and  those  of  the  most  important 
kind ;  for  he  participates  in  the  enaction  of  the 
laws,  by  his  shhre  in  the  Legislative  authority ;  in 
their  execution,  by  his  control  over  Executive  ap- 
pointments ;  and  in  the  administration  of  justice 
,  by  bis  power  of  impeachment.  He,  therefore,  if 
5th  Con.— 73 


any  person,  is  to  be  considered  as  peculiarly  an 
"  officer  under  the  United  Slates." 

He  is  even  a  civil  officer :  for  we  have  seen  that 
"civil  offices"  are  contradistinguished  from  "mili- 
tary offices"  by  the  nature  of  their  duties ;  being 
"  those  posts  which  require  the  performance  (^ 
some  duty,  of  a  public  nature,  relating  to  the  civil 
Government."  They  constitute  one  |;eneral  divi- 
sion of  offices ;  and  include,  as  subdivisions,  offices 
Legislative  Executive,  Judicial,  and  Diplomatic ; 
all  of  whicn  require  the  performance  of  duties  re- 
lating to  the  civil  Qovemment.  Hence  it  appears, 
that  the  argument  of  the  learned  counsel,  who 
immediately  preceded  me,  would  avail  him  no- 
thing, even  were  it  well  founded.  He  contends 
that  the  clause  declaring  that  "the  President 
Vice  President;  and  all  civil  officers  of  the  United 
States,  shall  be  removed  on  impeachment,  dtc.," 
is  restrictive  of  the  power  of  impeachment ;  and 
that,  consequently,  none  but  civil  officers  can  be 
impeached.  Be  it  so :  but  still  the  ^ea  cannot  be 
supported,  for  a  Senator  is  a  civil  officer. 

These  elucidations  also  furnish  us  with  a  reason 
for  the  distinction  made,  in  the  clause  relied  on 
by  the  learned  counsel,  between  the  President, 
Vice  President,  and  civil  officers.  Upon  the  con- 
struction of  the  learned  counsel,  this  distinction 
would,  to  use  his  own  expression,  oe  nugatory  and 
ridiculous ;  for,  according  to  him,  the  term  "  civil 
officer"  includes  the  President  and  Vice  President: 
upon  our  construction,  it  is  operative  and  neces- 
sary; for  we  contend,  and  I  think  have  proved, 
that  it  is  the  relation  of  the  duties  to  particular 
departments  of  public  business,  that  produces,  and 
dennes,  the  division  of  offices  into  civil  and  mili- 
tary ;  and  of  civil  offices,  into  Legislative,  Execu- 
tive, Judicial,  and  Diplomatic.  Now  as  the  duties 
of  the  President  are  not  confined  to  the  civil  or 
military  department,  but  comprise  both,  it  fol- 
lows, that  his  office  is  neither  exclusively  civil, 
nor  ex9lusively  military,  but  includes  both  charac- 
ters; so  that  he  would  not  have  been  included  in 
the  designation  "  civil  officer  "  and  it  was  neces- 
sary to  name  him  expressly,  which  is  accordingly 
done.  The  same  reasoning  applies  to  the  Vice 
President  who  is  also  expressly  named. 

1  would  not,  however,  be  understood,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, to  rely  solely  on  this  division  of  "  offices" 
into  civil  and  military  ;  and  of  "  civil  offices"  inta 
Legislative,  Executive.  Judicial  and  Diplomatic. 
I  think  it  perfectly  well  founded.  Jt  satisfies  my 
mind;  but  it  is  not  essential  to  the  argument. 
Whether  a  Senator  be  a  civil  officer,  or  not,  is  im* 
material.  To  jwrove  him  an  officer  is  sufficient  for 
my  purpose.  For  the  only  clause  in  the  Consti- 
tution^  which  can,  with  any  appearance  of  reason, 
be  said  to  restrict  the  power  of  impeachment, 
speaks  not  of  "civil  offices,"  but  of  "offices"  in 
general,  of  all  "  offices  of  honor,  trust,  or  profit" 
That  a  seat  in  this  honorable  body,  is  an  office  of 
honor  and  trust,  cannot,  I  think,  be  denied  by  any 
who  consider  tne  nature  of  the  post^  and  the  deri- 
vation, force,  and  universally  received  significa- 
tion o^  the  term  '*  office."  It  is  even  an  office  of 
"  profit ;"  for  however  inadequate  the  sum  allowed 
for  the  maintenance  of  the  membm  may  be,  vet 
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every  public  post,  which  entitles  to  receive  a  com- 
pensation, great  or  small,  from  the  public,  is  con- 
sidered, in  the  propel*  legal  sense,  as  an  office  of 
«  profit." 

The  manner  in  which  the  term  "  office"  is  used 
by  legal  writers,  and  their  formal  definitions  of  it, 
support  the  interpretation  which  I  have  drawn 
from  its  received  and  common  acceptation.  With- 
out going  into  a  detail  on  this  point,  which  might 
be  tedious,  let  it  suffice,  Mr.  President,  to  refer  to 
Blackstone,  who  has  been  justly  relied  on  by  the 
learned  counsel  for  the  defendant,  as  a  standard 
authority  on  subjects  of  this  kind.  Speaking  of 
"  offices,"  in  the  second  volume  of  his  Cfommenta- 
ries,  page  36,  as  cited  by  the  learned  counsel  who 
preced^  me,  that  great  writer  lays  it  down,  that 
"  offices  are  a  right  to  exercise  a  public  or  private 
employment,  and  to  take  the  fees  and  emoluments 
thereunto  belonging."  Now  let  me  ask,  is  not  a 
seat  in  this  honorable  body  "a  public  employ- 
ment?" Has  not  the  member  ^*  a  right  to  exercise 
this  employment,"  and  to  receive  the  emoluments 
thereunto  belonging  ?"  Surely,  to  answer  in  the 
negative,  would  be  a  strange  abus^  of  language. 

The  learned  counsel  who  immediately  preceded 
me,  has  contended  that  a  Senator  cannot  be  con- 
sidered as  an  '^officer,"  because  there  could  be  no 
<luo  warranto  to  remove  him  from  his  place,  if  he 
held  it  improperly,  nor  mandamus  to  place  him 
in  it,  if  unjustly  kept  out.  But  surely  this  cannot 
be  a  well  founded  ar^ment,  for,  if  it  be,  it  applies 
as  well  to  the  President,  the  Judsres^  the  Secreta- 
ries, and  the  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Army,  as 
to  a  Senator.  Not  one  of  them  could  be  removed 
by  quo  warranto  or  replaced  by  mandamus.  Did 
any  one  ever  hear  of  a  quo  warranto  to  remove  a 
Colonel  of  a  regiment  ?  Was  a  quo  warranto  ever 
brought  in  England  against  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  or  a  Secretary  of  State,  or  a  Lord  of 
the  Admiralty  ?  Certainly  not,  and  yet  that  these 
are  officers,  will  not  be  denied.  The  truth  is,  Mr. 
President,  that  the  doctrine  of  quo  warranto  and 
mandamus,  as  far  as  it  relates  to  officers,  is  con- 
fined exclusively  to  certain  local  municipal  offi- 
cers, of  a  subordinate  nature,  who  are  placed,  by 
the  common  law  of  England,  under  the  superin- 
tendence of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Justice ;  to 
which,  from  the  nature  of  their  offices,  recourse 
conld  most  conveniently  and  effectually  be  had, 
for  their  punishment,  their  removal,  or  their  rein- 
statement. But  this  reason  did  not  extend  to  the 
great  officers  of  the  State,  of  the  Army,  or  the 
Navy,  or  to  any  of  their  subordinates.  They  could 
best  be  punished^  removed,  and  replaced,  in  a  dif- 
ferent manner,  and  by  a  different  authority.  To 
them,  therefore,  nobody  ever  dreamt  of  extending 
the  power  of  the  Supreme  Courts  by  quo  warranto 
and  mandamus ;  and  yet  nobody  ever,  on  this  ac- 
count, thought  of  denying  that  they  were  "officers," 
which,  however,  would  be  just  as  reasonable  as 
to  contend  that  a  Senator  of  the  United  States  is 
not  an  "officer,"  because  he  cannot  be  removed 
by  a  quo  warranto,  or  admitted  by  mandamus.  I 
admit  that  it  would  be  absurd  to  talk  of  an  office 
from  which  a  man  could  not  be  removed,  how- 
ever flagitious  his  conduct ;  or  into  which,  when 


entitled  to  it,  and  improperly  kept  out,  he  bad  no 
means  of  obtaining  admission.  But  a  Senator 
may  be  removed  by  a  vote  of  expulsion ;  and  if 
duly  elected,  but  not  returned,  may  obtain  his  seat 
by  a  petition  to  the  Senate. 

I  conceive,  therefore,  that  no  argument  can  be 
more  destitute  of  foundation,  than  that  which 
would  divest  a  seat  in  this  honorable  body  of  the 
quality  of  an  "  office,"  because  it  fs  not  within  the 
scope  of  writs  of  mandamus  and  quo  warranto. 

If  from  Blackstone,  Mr.  President,  we  turn  to 
our  own  laws,  our  own  writers,  add  even  our  own 
Constitutions,  we  shall  equally  find  that  a  seat  in 
the  Legislature  is  considered  as  an  "  office.'' 

Let  us  begin  with  the  laws  of  die  United  States. 
In  the  3d  section  of  the  <^  act,  to  reflate  the  time 
and  manner  of  administering  certam  oath&"  it  b 

Provided,  "  that  all  members  of  the  several  State 
legislatures,  and  all  Executive  and  Judicial  offi- 
cers of  the  several  States,  wl^o  shall  be  chosen  or 
appointed  before  the  1st  day  of  August  next,  and 
who  shall  then  be  in  office,  shall  uke  the  same 
oath  or  affirmation,  which  may  be  administered 
by  any  person  authorized  by  the  law  of  the  Stale 
in  whicn  such  office  shall  be  held,  to  administer 
oaths."  Here  it  is  most  manifest,  that  the  ex- 
pressions "  shall  then  be  in  office,*^  and  "  in  which 
such  office  shall  be  holden,''are  applied  to  mem- 
bers of  the  State  Legislatures,  as  well  as  to  the 
Executive  and  Judicial  officers  of  the  sereral 
States ;  which  not  only  proves,  incontestably,that 
Congress,  acting  immediately  under  the  (insti- 
tution, and  making  provision  for  carrying  it  into 
effect,  considered  a  seat  in  a  Legislati?e  body,  as 
an  ^'  office ;"  but  also  marks,  in  the  plainest  and 
strongest  manner,  the  division  of  "offices"  into 
Legislative,  Executive,  and  Judicial. 

The  same  section  then  goes  on  to  provide,  that 
"  the  members  of  the  several  State  Legislatures, 
and  all  Executive  and  Judicial  officers  of  the  se?- 
eral  States,  shall,  before  they  proceed  to  execute 
the  duties  of  their  respective  officeSj  take,"  Ac 
Here  the  station  of  a  member  of  the  Leffislatire 
body  is  expressly  called  an  "  office,'*  and  the  same 
distinction  between  officers  Legislative,  Executire, 
and  Judicial,  is  kept  up  and  e^orced. 

Not  less  explicit  on  this  point  are  the  Constitu- 
tions of  the  several  States.  When  I  refer  to  those 
Constitutions  on  this  question,  I  refer  to  them  as 
I  would  to  the  writings  of  Marshal  SaxeorFred-. 
erick  the  Third,  on  a  military  question ;  or  of  La- 
voisier, on  a  chemical  question ;  or  of  Blacbtone 
or  Lord  Coke,  on  a  question  of  law.  I  refer  to 
them  as  authorities  for  the  meaning  of  a  Coosti- 
tutional  term.  And,  surely,  when  a  <}uestion  arises 
about  the  meaniuj^  of  a  term  used  m  the  ConsU- 
tution,  we  can  reler  for  an  explanation  to  no  bet- 
ter authorities  than  the  Constitutions  of  those 
States,  by  whose  delesates  the  instrument  was 
framed,  and  by  whose  Cfonventions  it  was  ratified. 
To  begin  with  New  Hampshire ;  we  find  in  die 
8th  section  of  the  Bill  of  Righls.  prefixed  to  the 
Constitution  of  that  State^  tnes^  words:  "Au 
power  residing  orijnnally  in,  and  being  derired 
from,  the  people,  afl  the  maffistrates  and  qfiurt 
of  Qovemment  are  their  s!i|stitutes  and  afents, 
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and  at  all  times  accountable  to  them."  Here  we 
see  that  the  term  ^^  officer"  is  nsed  in  the  general 
sense  for  which  I  have  contended,  and  means  any 
agent  of  the  people,  any  dele^te  of  public  trust  or 
authority ;  a  description  plainly  including  mem- 
bers of  the  Legislature. 

The  neit  section  is  still  more  express.  "  No 
office  or  place  whatsoever,  in  Gk>vernment,  shall 
be  hereditary ;  "  maki^  the  word  "office"  synony- 
mous with  the  term  '^  pace  in  Government." 

So  in  the  11th  section.  "All  elections  ought 
to  be  free ;  and  every  inhabitant  of  the  State,  hav- 
ing the  proper  qualifications,  has  eoual  riffht  to 
elect  or  be  elected  into  q^Sce."  .  Tnis  evidently 
includes  members  of  the  Legislature,  who  are 
therefore  said  to  be  elected  into  "  office." 

When  we  come  to  the  form  of  Qovernment, 
we  find  a  provision  under  the  head  of  "  Senate," 
which  comes  expressly  to  the  point.  "  The  Sen- 
ate shall  consist  of  13  members,  who  shall  hold 
their  office  for  one  year.  This  requires  no  com- 
ment. 

Under  the  head  of  oaths  and  subscriptions.  &,c., 
there  ban  expression  no  less  coDclusive.  "Any 
person  chosen  Grovernor,  Councillor,  Senator ^  or 
Representative,  military  or  civil  officer,  shall,  be- 
fore he  proceeds  to  execute  the  duties  of  his  Q^ce, 
make  and  subscribe  the  following  declaration." 
Here  it  is  expressly  declared  that  a  Senator  or  Re- 
presentative nolds  an  "  office." 

In  the  Constitution  of  Massachusetts  the  au- 
thorities are  not  so  numerous ;  but  there  is  one 
which  is  full  and  express  to  the  point.  It  is  found 
in  the  Bill  of  Rights,  section  otb.  "  All  power 
residing  originally  in  the  people,  and  being  de- 
rived from  them,  the  several  magistrates  and  *  offi- 
cers' of  €k>vernment,  vested  with  authority,  whe- 
ther Legislativej  Rxecutive,  or  Judicial,  are  their 
substitutes  and  agents,  and  are  at  ail  times  ac- 
countable to  them."  Here  we  see  members  of  the 
Legislature  expressly  included  in  the  term  "  offi- 
cers;" and  the  distinction  between  Legislative, 
Elxecutive,  and  Judicial  officers,  clearly  laid  down. 
The  8th  and  9th  sections  go  also  to  the  same  point, 
though  less  clearly. 

In  the  subsequent  part  of  thb  Constitution, chap. 
6th,  art.  1st,  it  is  pro?ided  that  "  any  person  cho- 
sen Governor,  or  Lieutenant  Governor,  Council- 
lor, Senator,  or  Refpreeentatwe,  and  accepting  the 
truMt^  shall,  before  ne  proceed  to  execute  the  du- 
ties of  his  jilace  or  office,  take  and  subscribe  the 
following  declaration."  Here  the  place  or  trust 
of  a  Senator  or  Representative  is  called  an  office, 
and  the  words  plifce,  trust,  office,  are  used  as  sy- 
nonymous, according  to  the  definition  which  I 
have  endeavored  to  establish.  The  declaration  to 
be  thus  taken  is  equally  explicit. 

The  article  then  goes  on  to  direct  that  "^e  very  per- 
son chosen  to  either  of  the  places  or  offices  afore- 
said, (the  place  of  Governor, Xiieutenant  Gk>vemor, 
Councillor,  Senator,  9r  Representative.)  shall,  be- 
fore he  enters  on  the  discharge  of  the  business  of 
his  place  or  office,  take  and  subscribe,"  &c. — still 
using  "place'^^aiid  "office"  as  synonymous,  and 
a{qplying  them  to  the  post  of  Senator  and  Repre- 
sentative. 


In  the  Constitution  of  Rhode  Island,  which 
consists  merely  of  an  ancient  charter,  I  see  noth- 
ing on  this  subject ;  nor  in  that  of  Connecticut, 
which  is  also  an  ancient  charter;  but,  in  an  ac- 
count of  the  manner  of  holding  elections  in  the 
latter  State,  I  find  that  the  writer  constantly  ap- 
plies the  term  "  office"  to  members  of  the  Legisla- 
ture ;  from  whence  we  may  infer  that  it  is  so  un- 
derstood in  that  State. 

In  the  Constitution  of  New  York,  sec.  25th,  the 
term  "office"  is  applied  to  members  of  the  Legis- 
lature, and  especially  of  the  Senate.  "  The  Chan- 
cellor and  Judges  of  the  Supreme  CourL"  says 
that  section,  "shall  not  hold  any  other  office  ex- 
cept that  of  Delegate  to  the  General  Congress,  upon 
special  occasions;  and  the  first  Judges  of  the 
County  Courts  in  the  several  counties,  shall  not, 
at  the  same  time,  hold  any  other  office,  except 
that  of  Senator  or  Delegate  to  the  General  Con- 
gress. 

The  Constitution  of  New  Jersey,  sec.  4th,  pre- 
scribes the  qualifications  which  shall  entitle  a  per- 
son to  vote  "for  .representatives  in  Council  and 
Assembly ;  and  also  for  all  other  public  officers 
that  shall  be  elected  by  the  people  of  the  country 
at  large"— thus  recognising  the  principle  that 
members  of  the  Legislature  are  public  officers. 

In  the  Constitution  of  Pennsylvania,  art.  8th, 
we  find  mention  of  the  offices  of  members  of  the 
General  Assembly.  "Members  of  the  General 
Assembly,"  says  the  article,  "  and  all  officers,  Elx- 
ecutive and  Judicial,  shall  be  bound  by  oath  or 
affirmation  to  support  the  Constitution  of  this 
Commonwealth,  and  to  perform  the  duties  of  their 
respective  (ffices  with  fidelity."  The  same  idea 
is  expres8e<ij  though  less  pointedly,  in  the  4th  and 
7th  sections  of  the  9th  article. 

The  Constitution  of  Delaware,  after  declarinig 
that  one  branch  of  the  Legislature  shall  be  called 
"the  General  Assembly"  and  the  other  "the  Coun- 
cil," and  prescribing  the  manner  of  their  election, 
proceeds  (art. 4th)  in  the  following  manner:  "And 
this  rotation  of  a  Councillor  (a  member  of  one 
branch  of  the  L^islature)  being:  disphtced  at  the 
end  of  three  years  in  each  coimty,  and  his  office 
supplied  by  a  new  choice,  shall  be  continued,"  te. 
Nothing  I  apprehend,  can  be  more  expres^y  to  the 
point  than  tins  passage. 

In  the  Constitution  of  Vermont,  chap.  1st,  sec.  6th, 
it  is  declared  "  that  all  power  being  originally  in- 
herent in  and  consequently  derived  from  the  peo- 
ple— therefore,  all  officers  of  Gk>vemment.  wheth- 
er Legislative  or  Executive,  are  their  trustees,"  Ac. 
The  people  of  Vermont,  therefore,  as  well  as  those 
of  so  many  other  States,  understand  the  term  "of- 
fice" as  we  do,  and  consider  it  as  applicable  to  the 
members  of  a  Legislative  body. 

These  instances,  Mr  President,  are  the  result 
of  a  hasty  glance  over  our  Laws  and  Constitutions. 
Had  there  been  time  for  a  more  accurate  and  ex- 
tensive research,  I  have  no  doubt  that  a  much 
greater  number  might  have  been  adduced  from 
the  Constitutions  and  codes  of  the  various  States. 
These  however,  seem  to  me  most  fully  to  establish 
the  point  for  which  we  contend,  as  far  as  any  point 
can  be  established  from  authority^  the  highest 
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nature^  viz:  that  the  term  "c^ce"  as  used  io  our 
Constitution,  and  universally  understood  hy  those 
who  framed  and  ratified  it,  extends  to  Senators  of 
the  United  States 

Although  I  am  seneible,  Mr.  President,  that  this 
point  is  now  fully  established,  yet  there  is  one  au- 
Uiority  more  which  I  cannot  forbear  to  cite,  and 
which  I  am  persuaded  will  have  great  weight 
with  this  honorable  body.  It  is  taken  from  a  book 
of  hi^  authority  in  this  countrv,  the  production  of 
a  very  accomplished  writer,  wnose  style  is  no  less 
remarkable  for  precision  and  correctness,  than  for 
botuty.  This  wrtier,  in  the  year  1783,  prepared 
the  ^^  Draught  of  a  fundamental  Constitution  for 
the  Commonwealth  of  Virginia."  in  which  I  find 
tbe  following  passage:  "The  General  Assembly 
(that  is,  the  Legislature,  to  be  composed  of  a  Sen- 
ate and  a  House  of  Delegates)  shall  meet  at  the 
place  to  which  the  last  adjournment  was,  on  the 
forty-second  day  after  the  day  of  the  election  of 
delates  and  thenceforward,  at  any  other  time  or 
place,  on  their  own  adjournment,  till  their  office 
expires."  What  office?  The  office,  I  answer,  of 
Senators  and  Delegates — of  members  of  the  Le- 
gislature— ^whose  posts  are  thus  declared  to  be  offi- 
ces, by  the  derivation  of  the  term,  by  its  universal 
acceptation  in  common  language,  by  the  defini- 
tions of  the  greatest  law  writers,  by  our  own  stat- 
utes and  the  Constitutions  of  the  States,  and  by 
our  most  distinguished  authors.  All  this  body  of 
testimony,  speaking  with  one  voice,  it  might  have 
been  expected,  would  be  sufficient  to  convince  the 
learned  counsel  for  the  defendant  and  induce  them 
to  abandon  their  plea.  But  no ;  far  from  it.  They 
still  tell  us  that  this  ex|danation  of  the  term  "office^' 
is  repelled  by  the  Constitution  itself,  several  clau- 
ses of  which  they  cite  to  prove  that  it  does  not 
consider  the  term  as  extending  to  members  of  the 
Legislature,  however  that  term  may  be  understood 
elsewhere 

To  this  authority,  Mr.  President,  I  readily  ac- 
knowledge that  we  must  submit.  If  the  Constitu- 
tion do  in  fact  explain  the  word  ^^ffice"  different- 
ly from  our  explanation,  our  explanation  must  fall 
to  the  ground.  Let  us,  therefore,  examine  this 
point.  Let  us  view  and  consider  those  clauses 
which  are  said  to  contain  the  ex|;^nation.  I  be- 
lieve it  will  be  found  that  they  do  not  warrant 
the  inferences  which  have  been  drawn  from  them 
by  the  learned  counsel  for  the  defendant. 

The  first  of  these  clauses  which  has  been  relied 
on,  is  found  in  the  2d  section  of  the  2d  article  of 
the  Constitution,  where  it  is  provided,  that  "  the 
President,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of 
the  Senate,  shall  appoint  Ambassadors,  other  pub- 
lic Ministers,  and  (Jonsuls,  and  all  other  officers  of 
the  United  States,  whose  appointments  are  not  here- 
in otherwise  provided  for,  and  which  shall  be  es- 
tablished by  law."  But  does  it  follow  from  this 
that  none  are  to  be  considered  as  officers  of  the 
Umiled  States  except  those  whom  the  President 
appoints  1  So  far  trom  it,  that  the  clause  express- 
ly speaks  of  officers  who  are  not  to  be  appointed 
by  the  President,  and  whose  appointment  is  other- 
wise provided  for  by  the  Constitution  itsdf.  The 
•davse,  therefore,  proves  Bothing ;  for,  as  there  are 


officers  who  are  not  appointed  by  the  President  it 
cannot  be  inferred  that  Senators  are  not  officers  (be- 
cause the  President  does  not  appoint  them. 

As  little  can  the  objection  h€  supported  by  that 
clause  (in  the  3d  section  of  the  2d  article)  which 
declares  that  "  the  President  shall  commission  sU 
officers  of  the  United  States."  It  cannot  be  hence 
inferred,  that  a  Senator  is  not  an  officer,  in  the 
sense  or  the  Constitution,  because  he  is  not  com- 
missioned by  the  President ;  for,  at  that  rate,  the 
President  himself  would  not  be  an  officer;  nor 
would  the  Vice  President,  since  neither  the  one 
nor  the  other  are  commissioned  by  the  President 
It  is  plain,' therefore,  that  this  clause  is  not  to  he 
understood  in  its  unlimited  sense,  in  which  it 
would  be  a  manifest  absurdity^  and  would  reqiiire 
the  President  to  commission  himself,  but.  in  a  lim- 
ited sense,  applying  to  those  officers  only  whom 
the  President  appoints.  A  commission,  indeed, 
Mr.  President,  is  nothing  more  than  the  certificttc 
of  an  appointment  f  the  evidence  that  a  post,  office, 
or  employment,  has  been  conferred  by  the  pn^ 
authority.  This  certificate,  it  is  perfectly  proper 
that  the  authority  makins^  tne  appointment  shonM 
ffive.  It  is  evidence  of  the  fact,  and  the  author- 
ity which  made  the  appointment  is  the  most  w- 
thentic  source  from  whence  this  evidence  can  be 
derived. 

Nothing,  therefore,  could  be  more  proper  thin 
to  provide  that  the  President  should  commission 
all  those  officers  who  derive  their  appointments 
from  him.  But  there  are  officers  whom  he  does 
not  appoint,  and  whom  he  does  not,  nor  can  com- 
mission 5  among  the  rest,  himself  and  the  Vice 
President.  The  clause,  therefore,  when  righ^ 
understood,  proves  nothing;  for,  as  there  arc  offi- 
cers who,  notwithstanding  this  clause,  are  not 
commissioned  by  the  President,  it  cannot  be  infer- 
red that  a  Senator  is  not  an  officer,  because  the 
President  does  not  give  him  his  commission. 

A  clause  from  the  6th  section  of  the  1st  article, 
in  the  following  words,  has  also  been  relied  on  ; 

"  No-  Senator  or  Representative  shall,  during  Ae 
time  for  which  he  was  elected,  be  appointed  to  anychil 
office,  which  shall  have  been  created,  or  the  emohi- 
ments  whereof  shall  have  been  increased,  during  p^ 
time ;  and  no  person  holding  any  office  under  tlie  w> 
ted  States,  shall  be  a  member  of  either  Hoase  danag 
his  continuance.'in  office." 

I  am  ready  to  admit.  Mr.  President,  with  mf 
honorable  colleagile,  wno  opened  the  case,  Att 
this  clause  wears  an  aspect  more  hostile  tooor 
construction  of  the  term  "office,"  than  any  other 
part  of  the  Constitution ;  but  1  contend  with  hia, 
that  the  Constitution,  like  all  other  instruments, 
must  be  construed  in  each  separate  part  of  it,JJ^ 
cundum  subjectam  materiem,  according  to  tfce 
subject  matter  of  each  part ;  and  in  such  a  man- 
ner as  to  effi?ctuate  every  part,  and  render  the 
whole  consistent.  These  rules  of  construction 
will  not  be  denied.  When  this  chrase  com«|o 
be  analyzed  and  tried  by  these  rules,  it  will,  Ithiflij 
appear  satisfactorily,  tnat  our  construction  i«  W* 
infringed  by  it 

What  is  the  object  of  this  clause?    '*  j?^*!; 
fold :  first  to  prevent  a  blep4iQg  o^  ^  (Hftwot 
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departmeBts  of  Qorerimient,  the  Legislative,  Ex- 
ecutive, and  Judicial,  by  uniting  their  functions 
in  the  hands  of  the  same  individual ;  which  would 
be  contrary  to  the  spirit  of  the  Constitution ;  se- 
condly, to  prevent  the  Executive  from  acquiring 
an  undue  influence  in  the  Legislature,  by  appoint- 
ing its  most  active  and  able  members  to  offices 
wkieh  must  be  held  at  his  pleasure ;  and  thirdly, 
to  take  away  from  aspiring  or  avaricious  mem- 
bers, the  temptation  to  create  office9;  or  increase 
their  emoluments,  which  might  arise  from  the 
expectation  of  speedily  filling  those  offices  them- 
selves.   What  description  of  officers  was  it  neces- 
sary to  exclude  from  the  L^islature,  in  order  to 
effect  these  three  objects  ?   First,  those  whose  du- 
ties might  be  incompatible  Vith  a  strict  and  regu- 
lar attendance  in  the  Legislature ;  secondly,  those 
who  derive  their  appointments  hora  the  Execu- 
tive ;  and  thirdly^  tnose  whose  offices  are  of  a  na- 
ture to  be  considered  Its  lucrative,  to  be  sought 
ajflter  OB  account  of  their  pecuniary  emoluments. 
It  is  evident,  that  some  one  or  other  of  these  char- 
acteristics belongs  to  every  description  of  officers, 
except  ^legislative,;"  to  military,  to  executive, 
judicial,  and  diplomatic.    It  is  to  be  presumed, 
that  the  Constitution  here  used  the  word  *^  office" 
in  tha  t  sense,  and  that  only,  which  was  necessary 
in  order  to  eiBTectoate  its  intentions ;  and,  conse- 
quently, that  the  clause  extends  to  those  officers 
only,  wnom  it  was  the  intention  of  the  Constitu- 
tion to  exclude  from  the  Legislature.   The  clause, 
Uierefore,  is  to  be  understock  as  if  instead  of  the 
ceneral  expressions,  '^  any  civil  office,"  ^*  any  of- 
fice," it  had  said,  ^^  any  other  civil  office,"  '^  any 
other  (^^ce."    This  will  render  the  whole  Con- 
stitution eonsbtent  with  itself,  and  with  the  well- 
established  meaning  of  language.    In  the  clause 
relative  to  commissions,  we  have  an  instance 
where,  in  order  to  prevent  the  Constitution  from 
pronouacinff  a  palpable  absurdity,  it  was  necessary 
to  explain  the  general  term  **  all  officers,"  so  as  to 
mean  '^all  officers  appointed  by  the  President." 
If  the  general  expression  may  be  controlled  by  the 
subject-matter  and  intent,  in  one  case,  it  may  in 
another ;  and  certainly  the  subject-matter  and  in- 
tent could  not  speak  more  strongly  against  the 
general  expression,  in  the  former,  or  any  other 
case,  than  in  this. 

If  this  reasoning  be  well  founded,  it  follows, 
that  the  clause  in  question  proves  nothing  ajrainst 
our  doctrine  of  a  Senator  beinff  an  officer,  m  the 
tense  of  the  Constitution :  it  omy  proves  that  the 
Constitution,  being  obliged  to  use  the  same  word 
in  application  to  different  matters,  and  for  differ- 
ent purposes,  has  used  it  generally,  and  left  it  to  be 
explained  by  a  reference  to  the  intent  and  subject- 
matter,  instead  of  expUining  it  by  express  modifi- 
eations.  The  object  here  was,  to  exclude  certain 
officers  from  the  Legislature;  and  the  term  is  used 
feneraUy ;  but  it  by  no  means  fbllows,  from  thence, 
that  members  of  the  Legislature  are  not  them- 
selves oncers. 

A  clMise  in  the  1st  section  of  the  8d  article  is 
likewise  adduced,  as  distinguishing  between  ^^em- 
ben"  of  the  Legislature  imd  "officers,"  by  declar- 
ing that  ^iio8eBator,orEUpreseBtative,orperson 


holding  an.  oMce  of  trust  or  profit  under  the  Uni- 
ted States,  s*nall  be  appointed  an  Elector."  This 
proves,  indeed,  that  the  words,  "  Senator  and  Re* 
presentative,"  have  been  repeated  from  abundant 
caution,  and  in  order  to  prevent  doubts  on  so  essen- 
tial a  point  as  the  qualifications  of  an  Elector.  But 
has  it  ever  been  heard  before,  that  two  words  or 
two  phrases  cannot  mean  the  same  thing,  because 
they  are  used  together  in  a  legal  instrument?  Do 
we  not,  on  the  contrary,  know  that  it  is  common, 
in  such  instruments,  to  use  a  number  of  synony- 
mous terms,  in  order  to  express  more  plainly  and 
precisely  the  same  idea,  and  to  remove  all  danger 
of  uncertain  ty  ?  How  fre^uentl  y  do  we  meet  with 
the  expression,  '*any  deed,  instrument,  or  writing?" 
And  yet  nobody  ever  supposed,  on  this  account, 
that  a  "deed"  was  not  a  "  writing"  and*an  "  instru- 
ment." Which,  however,  would  be  quite  as  rea- 
sonable as  to  infer,  from  the  above-cited  passage  in 
the  Constitution,  that  a  Senator  or  Representative 
is  not  an  "  officer." 

In  the  8th  section  of  the  Ist  article,  it  is  provided, 
"  that  Congress  shall  have  power  to  make  all  laws 
which  sbaU  be  necessary  and  proper  for  carrying 
into  effect  the  foregoing  powers  vested  by  this  Con- 
stitution in  the  Crovernmait  of  the  United  States, 
or  in  any  department  or  cfficer  thereof?^  This  has 
also  been  relied  on^  as  proving  that  the  Constitu- 
tion does  not  consider  a  member  of  the  Legisla- 
ture as  an  "  officer."  A  distinction,  it  is  said,  is 
here  drawn  between  a  "  department"  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, and  an  "officer"  of  the  Gk>vemment;  and 
a  member  of  the  Legislature,  which  is  a  "  depart- 
ment," cannot,  therefore,  be  considered  as  an  "offi- 
cer." But  this  reasoning,  if  well-founded,  wouM 
prove  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  not  an 
"  officer ;"  for  the  Treasury  is  a  "  department,"  and 
he  is  a  member  of  it. 

Such  are,  Mr.  President,  the  clauses  of  the  Con- 
stitution which  have  been  opposed,  by  the  learned 
counsel  for  the  defendant,  to  our  construction  of 
the  term  "office."  It  has,  I  trust,  been  proved, 
that  when  ri^htljr  understood,  they  afford  no  solid 
ground  of  objection. 

The  learned  counsel,  who  immediatdy  preceded 
me,  urged  an  objection,  derived  from  the  inconve- 
nience of  this  construction.  The  consequence  of 
an  impeachment,  he  says,  is  a  sequestration  of  the 
member  from  his  seat,  until  the  trial  is  over :  and 
if  a  Senator  may  be  impeached,  the  consequence 
is,  that  a  factions  raajonty  in  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives may,  by  an  unfounded  and  vexations 
impeachment,  remove  from  his  seat,  for  an  unlim- 
itea  time,  any  Senator,  whose  talents,  influence, 
and  courage,  may  have  rendered  him  tne  object  of 
their  dislike  or  dread.  This  objection,  if  founded 
in  truth,  would,  I  confess,  have  considerable  weight: 
but.  with  all  deference  to  the  leaminje^  of  the  non- 
oranle  counsd,  I  apprehend  that  it  is  wholly  un- 
founded. Aceordinff  to  the  law  and  practice  in 
England,  for  which!  appeal  to  all  the  precedents 
of  impeachment,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Peers 
is  not  removed  nom  the  House  in  consequence  of 

Ian  impeachment.    The  sequestration  from  his  seat 
does  indeed  take  place,  but  it  means  nothing  more 
than  his  being  prevented  from  sht^g  whea  any- 
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thing  relative  to  the  impeachment  is  under  cob- 
sideration. 

An  objection  has  also  been  drawn  from  the  sup- 
posed intention  with  which  the  power  of  impeach- 
ment was  established  by  the  Constitution.  The 
sole  object  of  this  power,  it  is  said,  was  to  provide 
a  remedy  against  the  favoritism  or  obstinacy  of 
the  Supreme  Executive  Magistrate,  by  affording 
a  means  of  removing  from  office  impro])er  persons, 
whom  he  migh^  be  inclined  to  retain  in  place,  to 
the  detriment  of  the  nation.  This  necessity  does 
not  exist,  we  are  told,  with  respect  to  members  of 
the  Legislature,  who  are  removable  by  the  people 
themsdves,  at  stated  periods ;  and  to  whom,  con- 
sequently, the  power  of  impeachment  ought  not 
to  extena. 

But  this  cannot  be  the  sole  obiect  of  the  power 
of  impeachment,  because  the  President  himself 
is  liable  to  be  impeached,  as  weQ  as  the  officers 
whom  he  appoints.  So  also  is  the  Vice  President. 
And  yet  these  two  great  officers  are  appointed  by 
the  people  themselves,  in  a  manner  far  more  direct 
and  immediate  than  Senators,  and  removable  at 
shorter  periods.  If  the  power  of  impeachment  be, 
as  the  learned  counsel  insist,  intended  as  an  aid  to 
the  control  which  the  people,  by  the  right  of  elec- 
tion, have  over  their  public  servants,  or  to  supply 
the  place  of  that  control  where  it  does  not  exist, 
surely  there  is  much  stronger  reason  for  its  ex- 
tending to  Senators  than  to  the  President  or  Vice 
President;  for  Senators  are  much  further  removed 
from  the  power  of  the  people  and  the  control  of 
elections  than  those  officers.  They  are  elected  for 
a  much  longer  period :  their  election  beins  made 
by  Legislative  bodies,  who  are  chosen  by  the  peo- 
ple for  otherpurposes,  and,  for  a  considerable  time, 
is  far  less  innuenced  by  popular  opinion  or  popular 
feelings  than  that  of  the  President,  who  is  chosen 
by  electors,  elected  for  that  sole  purpose,  and  se- 
lected, in  almost  every  instance,  according  to  their 
known  attachment  to  the  favored  candidate.  The 
election  of  the  President  and  Vice  President,  there- 
fore, partakes  far  more  of  the  nature  of  a  popular 
election  than  that  of  Senators.  Indeed,  of  all  the 
component  members  of  our  Gk)vernment,  the  Sen- 
ate, both  in  the  mode  of  its  appointment  and  the 
termx)f  its  duration,  is  intended  to  be,  and  actually 
is,  the  most  permanent  and  independent — the  fur- 
thest elevated  above  the  region  and  the  influence 
of  those  storms  whereby  a  popular  €k>vernment 
must  sometimes  b&  agitated.  God  forbid,  Mr.  Pre- 
sident, that  I  should  find  fault  with  these  ingredi- 
ents in  the  composition  of  the  Senate,  or  do  any- 
thing which  could  tend  in  the  least  to  diminish 
thei r  efficiency.  I  consider  them  as  among  the  most 
valuable  principles  of  the  Constitution.  I  consi- 
der this  honorable  body  as  the  sheet-anchor  of  our 
vessel  of  state;  and  if  we  escape  (as  I  trust  we 
shall)  from  thpse  tempests  which  await  all  popu- 
lar Governments,  and  have  overset  so  many,  it 
will  be  to  the  stability,  the  independence,  the  firm- 
ness, of  this  honorable  body,  that  we  shall  be  in- 
debted for  our  escape.  With  these  sentiments,  it 
cannot  be  supposed  that  I  would,  intentionaUy, 
attempt  to  weaken  the  moorings  by  which  alone 
we  can  be  held  in  our  station.    But  this  very  in- 


dependence of  the  Senate,  in  its  duration,  and  the 
mode  of  its  appointment ;  this  very  removal  from 
the  influence  of  popular  opinion  and  popular  influ- 
ence^  furnishes  a  strong  argument  in  favor  of  ex- 
tending the  power  of  impeachment  to  its  members; 
for,  in  proportion  as  the  controlling  power  of  the 
people,  by  means  of  election,  is  weakened  and 
diminished,  other  means  of  control  ought  to  be 
increased. 

We  have  heard  much,  Mr.  President,  respecting 
the  nature  of  those  offences  to  which  the  power 
of  impeachment  was  intended  to  apply.  They  ate 
said  to  be  merely  official  offences.  If  by  this  be 
meant  offences  committed  by  an  officer,  it  proves 
nothing,  or  is,  at  best,  no  more  than  begsing  the 
question ;  for  a  Senator,  according  to  our  docuine. 
is  an  officer.  But  if,  by  official  offences,  the  leamea 
counsel  mean  offences  committed  by  an  officer, 
and  relating  solely  to  the  duties  of  hb  office,  I  most 
intreat  them  to  reflect  on  the  extent  to  which  their 
doctrine  would  lead.  Suppose  a  Judge  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  to  commit  theft  or  perjury ;  would  the 
learned  counsel  say  that  he  shall  not  oe  impeached 
for  it  ?  If  so,  he  must  remain  in  office  with  all 
his  infamy ;  for  there  is  no  method  of  removing 
a  Judse  but  by  impeachment.  Many  other  cases, 
equally  strong,  might  be  supposed.  It«eem8  to 
me,  on  the  contrary,  that  the  power  of  impeach- 
ment has  two  objects:  first,  to  remove  persons 
whose  misconduct  may  have  rendered  them  un- 
worthy of  retaining  their  offices;  and,  secondly,  to 
punish  those  offences  of  a  mere  political  nature, 
which,  though  not  susceptible  of  tnat  exact  defini- 
tion whereby  they  might  be  brought  within  the 
sphere  of  ordinary  tribunals,  are  yet  very  danger- 
ous to  the  public.  These  offences,  in  the  En^iih 
law,  and  in  our  Constitutions,  which  have  Dor- 
rowed  its  phraseology,  are  called  ^^  high  crimes  and 
misdemeanors."  Now,  let  me  ask.  Mr.  President,- 
whether  offences  of  this  nature  may  not  be  com- 
mitted by  a  Senator?  Let  me  ask,  whether  be 
may  not  commit  them  to  an  extent  far  more  dan- 
gerous than  any  other  man ;  or,  if  gentlemen  please, 
than  any  other  officer  ?  Placed  as  he  is  on  the 
very  pinnacle  of  the  Constitution ;  touching  the 
Executive  power  with  one  hand,  the  Judicial  with 
the  other,  and  partaking  fully  or  the  Legislative: 
secured  in  his  seat  for  six  years — a  longer  period 
than  any  other  known  to  the  Constitution— «id 
depending  for  his  re-election,  not  on  the  people,  or 
on  electors  chosen  by  them  for  that  sole  purpose, 
but  on  a  Legislative  body,  where  a  party  may  be 
formed  to  support  him :  whose  ^^  high  crimes  and 
misdemeanors,"  let  me  ask,  can  b«  more  safely 
committed,  or  more  dangerous  than  his  ?  What 
an  inconsistency  to  say  that  the  collector  of  the 
most  petty  custom-house,  or  a  person  standing  in 
the  lowest  mide  of  military  commission,  may  be 
impeached  for  offences  dangerous  to  the  State,  and 
therefore  requiring  his  removal  from  office,  and 
that  a  Senator  of  the  United  States  is  not  impeach- 
able! 

But  the  effect  of  an  impeachment,  it  is  said,  may 
be  produced  in  another  manner,  more  confonnable 
to  the  diffnity  of  the  Senate.  The  same  majority 
of  two-thirds  which  can  convict  on  an  iapeack- 
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ment  may  also  expel ;  and  thus  an  improper  per- 
son may  be  driyen  from  the  Senate.  JBut,  in  the 
first  placa  he  cannot  be  thus  kept  out  in  future ; 
for,  tliougn  the  Senate  may  expel,  it  cannot  dis- 
qualify. And  if  we  suppose  the  case  (which  inay 
very  well  happen)  of  a  great  and  wicked  man, 
supported  by  a  strong  party  in  the  Legislature  of 
his  own  State,  he  may  return  again,  after  being 
exi)elled,  and  may  ^o  on  in  the  commission  of 
"  high  crimes  and  misdemeanors,"  in  the  very  sta- 
tion which  gives  him  the  greatest  means  of  com- 
mitting them  with  effect. 

In  the  second  place,  an  offender  has  a  much  bet- 
ter chance  to  escape  from  an  expulsion  than  from 
an  impeachment.  Where  the  offence  is  of  a  very 
dark  and  complicated  nature;  consists  in  transac- 
tions or  plots  carried  on  at  a  distance,  or  in  many 
places  at  once ;  and,  of  consequence,  cannot  be 
Drou^t  to  ligh^  and  fully  substantiated,  without  a 
labonous,  lonff-continued,  and  systematic  inquiry ; 
it  must  be  acunitted  that  the  aid  of  a  prosecutor 
will  be  necessary :  and  that  the  Senate;  of  itself, 
and  for  the  mere  purpose  of  expulsion,  will  be  little 
disposed  to  undertake  so  tedious  and  disagreeable 
a  task. 

As  to  the  dignity  of  the  Senate,  about  which 
much  has  been  said,  I  trust,  Mr.  President,  that  I 
shall  always  be  as  anxiously  tender  of  it  as  any 
other  person ;  and  I  do  most  solemnly  and  seriously 
believe  that  I  am,  at  this  moment^  laboring  for  the 
dignity  of  this  honorable  body,  m  attempting  to 
render  its  members  liable  to  impeachment.  For 
which  line  of  conduct  is  most  dignified ;  to  wrap 
one's  self  up  in  legal  inviolability,  and  thus  avoid 
an  inquiry  mto  our  conduct,  or,  conscious  of  recti- 
tude, to  brave  investigation,  and  offer  ourselv^  to 
the  strictest  scrutiny  1  The  awful  station  which 
this  honorable  body  holds  in  our  system ;  the  high 
and  all-important  trust  assigned  to  it  by  the  Con- 
stitution, no  less  than  to  regulate  all  the  movements, 
both  Legislative  and  Executive ;  to  serve  as  both 
the  ballast  and  the  anchor  of  the  political  vessel ; 
require  that  its  members  should  inspire  the  utmost 
deffree  of  confidence  into  the  nation — should  not 
only  be  free  from  guilt,  but  free  from  suspicion. 
Will  they  be  more  likely  to  escape  suspicion,  to 
inspire  confidence,  by  declaring  that  they  will  avail 
themselves  of  a  doubtful  construction  of  the  Con- 
stitution, to  screen  their  own  conduct  from  all  in- 
quiry, except  by  themselves,  or  by  boldly  standing 
A)rth  to  the  lignt,  and  extending  to  their  own  per- 
sons and  actions  that  power  of  investigation,  by  the 
representatives  of  the  nation,  which  the  Constitu- 
tion has  appointed  for  those  who  exercised  its 
r>wers  ?  1  confess,  Mr.  President,  that  feeling,  as 
do,  for  the  dignity  of  this  honorable  body ;  deeply 
impressed,  as  1  am,  with  the  awful  nature  of  its 
trust,  and  the  essential  importance  of  its  inspiring 
the  nation  with  the  most  unlimited  confidence, 
I  tremble  to  think  of  its  declaring,  by  a  solemn 
decision,  that  the  conduct  of  its  members  shall  be 
exempt  from  inquiry  by  impeachment. 

I  have  now,  Mr.  President  gone  through  the 
various  heads  of  this  very  important  argument,  to 
which  I  am  far  from  supposmg  that  I  have  been 
able  to  do  justice.    It  is  satbiieictory  to  me,  how- 


ever, to  reflect  that  my  deficiencies  are  amply 
supplied  by  the  cause  itself,  by  the  talents  of  my 
learned  and  eloquent  associate,  and,  above  all,  by 
the  wisdom  of  this  honorable  body ;  to  whose  deci- 
sion I  now  submit  the  subject,  with  an  entire 
conviction  that  its  determination  will  be  worthy 
of  the  exalted  station  which  it  holds  in  our  Qov- 
emment,  the  confidence  reposed  in  it  by  the  Con- 
stitution, and  the  veneration  wherein  it  is  held  by 
the  American  people. 

After  Mr.  Harper  had  closed  his  ob&ervationaL 
the  Vice  Presioent  inquired  of  the  Managers  it 
they  had  any  further  observations  to  offer  Y  On 
which, 

Mr.  Batard,  in  their  behalf,  requested  permis- 
sion to  withdraw  for  a  few  minutes ;  and,  return- 
ing into  the  Court,  he  replied  in  the  negative. 

On  motion  that  the  Court  adjourn,  it  adjourned 
to  12  o'clock  on  Monday  next. 


Monday,  January  7. 

On  motion  to  agree  to  the  following  resolution! : 

<<  That  WOHam  Blount  was  a  civil  officer  of  the  Fni- 
ted  States,  within  the  meaning  of  Uie  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  and,  therefore,  liable  to  be  impeached  by 
the  House  of  Repreaentativet ; 

"  That,  as  the  Articles  of  Impeaehment  diarge  him 
with  high  crimes  and  misdemeanors,  supposed  to  ha^e 
been  committed  while  he  was  a  Senator  of  the  United 
States,  his  plea  ought  to  be  overruled:'' 

After  debate,  on  motion,  the  Court  adjourned 
till  12  o'clock  to-morrow. 


Tuesday,  January  8. 
The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  made  yesterday,  on  the  impeachability  of 
William  Blount,  late  a  Senator  of  the  United 
States,  by  the  House  of  Representatives ;  and,  af- 
ter debate,  the  Court  adjourned  till  12  o'clock'  to- 
morrow. 


Wednesday,  January  9. 
The  Senate  again  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  motion  made  on  the  7th  instant,  on  the  im- 
peachability of  William  Blount,  late  a  Senator  of 
the  United  States,  by  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives ;  and,  after  debate,  on  motion,  adjourned  to 
12  o'clock  to-morrow. 


Thursday.  January  10. 

The  Court  proceeded  in  the  debate  on  the  mo- 
tion made  on  the  7th  instant,  and  which  had  been 
under  consideration  every  day  since ;  and,  on  the 
question  to  agree  thereto,  it  was  determined  in  the 
negative — yeas  11,  nays  14,  as  follows: 

YsAs — Messrs.  Chmman,  Davenport,  Goo&ua,  Lati- 
mer, Livermore,  Lloyd,  Paine,  Ross,  Sedgwick,  Stock- 
tODf  and  Tracy. 

Nats — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bingham,  Bk>odwortfa, 
Brown,  Foster,  Greene,  Gunn,  Hillhouse,  Howard, 
Langdon,  Marshall,  Martin,  Mason,  and  Read. 

On  motion,  the  Court  adjourned  to  12  o'clock 
to-morrow. 
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Friday,  February  11. 

On  motion,  it  was  determined  that 

^  The  Court  is  of  opinion,  that  the  matter  alleged 
in  the  plea  of  the  defendant  is  sufficient  in  law  to  show 
that  this  Court  ought  not  to  hold  jurisdiction  of  the  said 
impeachment,  and  that  the  said  impeachment  is  dis- 
missed." 

Yeas  14,  nays  11. 

The  yeas  and  nays  on  this  question  were  ex- 
actly the  reverse  of  what  they  were  on  the  last. 

On  motion,  Ordered^  That  the  Secretary  aotifv 
tl^  House  of  Representatives  that  the  Senate  will 
be  ready  to  receive  the  Managers  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  and  the  counsel  of  the  defendant 
on  Monday  next,  at  12  o'clock,  to  render  iudgment 
on  the  impeachment  a^nst  William  Blount. 

The  Court  adjourned  to  12  o'clock  on  Monday. 

Monday,  January  14. 

The  Court  being  opened,  the  parties  attending, 
and  silence  being  proclaimed,  judgment  was  pro- 
nounced by  the  Vice-President  as  follows : 
ihntkmen,  Managers  of  the  House  ofRepreseniaHves, 
amd  Omtlemen,  Counsel  for  William  Blount : 

*<  1^  Court,  i^r  having  given  the  most  matme  and 
serious  consideration  to  the  question,  and  to  lAke  full  and 
dde  arguments  urged  on  both  sides,  has  come  to  the 
^Msion  wludi  I  am  now  about  to  deliver. 

"The  Court  is  of  opinion  that  the  matter  alleged 
in  the  plea  of  the  defendant  is  sufficient  in  law  to  show 
that  this  Court  ought  not  to  hold  jurisdiction  of  the  said 
impeachment,  and  that  the  said  impeachment  is  dis- 
missed." 

Copies  of  the  judgment  were  delivered  to  the 
Managers,  and  to  the  Counsel  for  the  defendant, 
ffespectivelv. 

After  wnich.  they  withdrew ;  and,  on  motion, 
the  Court  adjourned  without  day. 


REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE. 


House  of  Representatives, 

November  30,  1797. 

The  committee,  appointed  on  the  8th  day  of 
July  last,  to  prerare  and  report  articles  of  impeach- 
■aent  against  William  Blount,  a  Senator  of  the 
United  States,  impeached  by  this  House  of  hiffh 
crimes  and  misdemeanors  \  which  committee,  by 
a  resolution  of  the  tenth  day  of  July  last,  were 
authorized  to  sit  during  the  recess  of  Congress. 
And  were  instructed  to  mquire,  and,  by  all  lawful 
means,  to  discover  the  whole  nature  and  extent 
of  the  offence  whereof  the  said  William  Blount 
stands  impeached,  and  who  are  the  parties  and 
associates  therein ;  make,  in  pursuance  of  the  lat- 
.;ler  resolution,  the  following  report : 

The  cootmittee,  having  charged  themselves 
with  the  business  to  which  they  were  appointed 
bj  this  House,  received,  on  the  8th  day  o(f  July, 
from  Jambs  Ross,  Esq.,  chairman  of  a  committee 
of  the  Senate,  a  trunk  belonging  to  William 
Blount  containing  a  number  of  papers,  which 
had  been  seized  in  pursuance  of  a  resolution  of 


the  Senate,  authorizinflr  its  committee  to  send  for 
persons  and  papers.  From  these  papers  a  selec- 
tion had  been  made  by  the  committee  of  the  Sen- 
ate ;  and  the  House,  Having  made  a  further  selec- 
tion of  such  as. appeared  to  them  to  be  conneeted 
with  the  object  oi  their  appointment,  returned  the 
residue  to  the  order  of  William  Blount.  The  pa- 
pers retained  by  the  committee  ifre,  in  the  Appen- 
dix to  this  report,  marked,  Nos.  2,  3,  5,  6,  7,  8. 10, 
11,  12,  13,  19,  20,  21,  22,  23, 26,  28. 

A  violent  presumption  having  arisen,  from  the 
inspection  of  the  papers  referred  to.  that  Nicholas 
Romayne,  of  the  State  of  New  York,  was  inti- 
mately connected  with  William  Blount  in  his 
criminal  designs,  the  committee  conceived  it  to 
be  their  duty  to  exercise  the  powers  vested  in 
them  by  this  House,  in  such  manner  as  to  prevent 
the  escape  of  the  said  Nicholas  Romayne,  and 
effectually  to  secure  his  person  and  papers  for  ex- 
amination;  they  issued,  therefore,  on  the  ninth 
day  of  July,  the  warrant  in  the  Appendix  mailed 
(A  ;)  and,  as  it  was  deemed  important  to  commit 
the  execution  of  this  warrant  to  a  person  of  intel- 
ligence, discretion,  and  fidelity,  the  Secretary  <^ 
State  was  requested  to  provide  a  messenger  of 
competent  character  for  the  occasion.  With  a 
very  prompt  attention  to  the  wishes  of  the  com- 
mittee, he  assigned  this  service  to  Captain  Wil- 
liam Eaton,  to  whom  the  instructions  m  the  Ap- 
pendix marked  (B)  were  given  by  the  committee; 
and  the  Secretary  of  State  added  to  them  the  let- 
ters marked  (C)  and  (D.)  On  the  twelfth  day 
of  July  Captain  Eaton  returned  to  Philadelphia, 
with  Nicholas  Romayne  in  his  custody,  and  made 
the  report  of  his  proceedings,  marked  (£.)  He 
delivered  also  to  the  committee,  under  seal,  a 
number  of  papers  found  by  him  in  the  possession 
of  the  said  Romayne,  of  which  such  as  are  sup- 
posed to  be  material  are  contained  in  the  Appen- 
dix, and  marked  Nos.  1,  4,  18,  24,  25, 27.  The 
examination  of  Nicholas  Romayne  engaged  mueh 
of  the  attention  of  the  committee  untu  the  22d  oi 
July,  when  he  subscribed  his  deposition  (A  B,) 
and,  having  given  bond  for  bis  aj^aranee  be- 
fore the  Senate  on  the  trial  of  the  impeachment 
of  William  Blount,  was  dismissed  from  further 
attendance,  and  received,  at  his  particular  request, 
the  certificate  marked  (F.) 

The  letter  No.  23,  found  among  the  papers  of 
William  Blount,  signed  James  Q«ant,  and  dated 
at  Knoxville,  May  24th,  1797,  being  supposed  to 
contain  the  proof  that  the  said  James  Grant  had 
been  the  confidential  bearer  of  the  letter  from  Wil- 
liam Blount  to  James  Carev,  communicated  to 
Congress  by  the  President  or  the  United  Stales, 
on  the  3d  of  July ;  it  was  deemed  expedient  to 
adopt  the  same  measures  for  the  seizure  of  his 
person  and  papers,  as  had  been  taken  in  the  ease 
of  Nicholas  Romayrne.  Major  Thomas  Lewis 
was  employed  for  this  purpose  by  the  committee, 
who  cfaArged  him,  on  the  11th  of  Joly,  with  the 
execution  of  the  warrant  marked  (G.)  He  was 
further  directed  to  serve,  on  John  Rogers  and 
James  Carey,  respectively,  the  precepts  (H)  and 
(I,)  requiring  their  appearance  before  the 
mittee  for  examination ;  wkichm^ecepts  \ 
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companied  with  the  letter  marked  (K.)  from  the 
committee  to  John  Rogers,  who  resided  beyond 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States,  and  with  the 
letters  marked  (L.)  (M,)  and  (N,)  from  the  Sec- 
retary of  War,  who  readily,  at  the  desire  of  the 
committee,  co-operated  with  them  in  their  endea- 
Yor  to  obtain  tne  testimony  of  these  witnesses. 
The  instructions  to  Major  Lewis  are  in  the 
Appendix  marked  (O.)  In  the  interim,  between 
the  departure  and  the  return  of  Major  Lewis,  the 
Secretary  of  War  communicated  to  the  commit- 
tee the  letters  marked  (CI)  and  (R,)  from  Colo- 
mel  David  Henly  and  Benjamin  Hawkins,  Esq., 
tOYering  the  examinations  of  James  Carey,  mark- 
ed (T  U,  No.  1,)  and  (T  U,  No.  2,)  taken  at  Telli- 
co^  by  directions  from  the  Executive,  together 
with  the  examination  of  William  L.  Lovely,  mark- 
ed (T  U)  No.  3,)  and  the  original  letter  from  WU- 
liam  Blount  to  J<^n  Rogeis,  marked  in  the  Ap- 
pendix (No.  15.)  On  the  25th  of  September,  Ma- 
jor Lewis  haviuff  arrived  at  Germantown,  in  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania,  with  James  Grant  in  his 
custody,  and  accompanied  by  John  Rogers  and 
JaiSbes  Carey,  made  his  report  marked  fP;)  and 
the  depositions  of  the  said  James  Carey,  John  Ro- 
gers, and  James  Grant,  were,  immediatdy  there- 
after, taken  by  the  ccnnmittee,  and  are  hereunto 
annexed,  marked  (T  U,  No.  4.)  (V  W,)  and 
(X  Y,)  respectively.  Before  the  discharge  of 
M«gor  Grant,  he  gave  bond  for  his  appearance  be- 
fore the  Senate,  on  the  trial  of  the  impeachment 
of  William  Blount.  The  letters  referred  to  in 
his  deposition,  from  William  Blount  to  James  Ca- 
rey and  Major  Lovely,  dated  April  24,  1797,  are 
marked  (Na  16)  and  (No.  17.) 

To  complete  the  series  of  Uie  correspondence 
between  William  Blount  and  Nicholas  Romayne, 
as  disclosed  by  the  letters  found  in  their  posses- 
sion, respectively,  the  letter  (No.  9)  from  tne  lat- 
ter to  the  former,  appeared  alone  to  be  wanting. 
This  letter,  on  or  about  the  13th  of  July,  was  re- 
ceived by  the  Secretary  of  State,  in  an  anony- 
mous letter,  which  had  been  transmitted  by  mail, 
but  without  any  post-mark  other  than  the  word 
"  Free."  The  anonymous  letter,  and  a  transla- 
tion of  it,  are  subjoined  to  the  Appendix,  nuu^ed 
(No.  9,  A.) 

The  committee  having  received  information 
that  John  Chisholm,  samed  in  the  letter  from 
William  Blount  to  James  Carey,  which  gave  ri^ie 
to  the  present  inquiry,  had  sailed  from  Philadel- 

Shia  in  a  vcssd  belonging  to  or  chartered  by, 
Ir.  WiHiam  Davy,  a  merchant  of  that  city,  re- 
q^uested'the  attendance  of  Mr.  Davy  for  examina- 
tion. He  waited  on  the  committee  agreeably  to 
their  desire;  and,  after  exfiressmg  considerable 
embarrassment  from  peculiar  circumstances  at- 
tendant on  his  sitimtion,  with  some  reluctance, 
made  the  deposition  (C  D.)  Mr.  Davy  has  since 
communicated  to  the  committee  the  extract  of  a 
ktter  ^m  his  brother  in  London,  which  is  snb- 
loined   to  his  deposition,  and   marked  (C   D, 

The  disdosnre  made  by  Mr.  Davy  led  to  the 
examinatioii  of  Gecnve  Lesher^  contained  in  his 
deposition  (£  F.)    Tne  sutpkion,  excited  by  the 


latter  part  of  this  deposition,  was  traced  by  the 
committee,  and  satisfactorily  removed  by  the  tes- 
timony of  Mr.  William  Bell,  Appendix  (G  H.) 
The  communication  from  the  Secretary  of  State, 
of  the  20th  July,  marked  (I  K,)  is  connected  with, 
and  explanatory  of,  the  subject  matter  of  these 
depositions,  and  of  the  letter  from  Robert  Listen, 
Esq.,  the  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  his  Britan- 
nic Majesty,  to  Nicholas  Romayne,  found  amonff 
the  papers  of  the  latter,  dated  Philadelphia,  28t£ 
April,  1797— Appendix  (No.  18.) 

With  relation  to  the  paper  (No.  28,)  found  in 
the  possession  of  William  Blount,  endorsed  by 
him  ^'  Judge  Turner^  Mem(Nr.  of  force,  dbc."  Geo. 
Turner,  Esq.,  late  one  of  the  Judges  of  the  Terri- 
tory of  the  United  States  Northwest  of  the  river 
Ohio,  was  interrogated  by  the  committee,  and  the 
result  is  contained  in  his  deposition — Appendix 
(L  M.) 

In  the  course  of  the  investigation  entrusted  to 
the  committee,  a  number  of  persons  were  exam- 
ined, whose  testimony  in  many  instances  proved 
to  be  immaterial.  It  vras  thought  proper  to  take 
the  depositions  of  Elisha  B.  Honxins,  Charles 
Buxton,  and  John  Franklin,  whicn  are  herewiUi 
reported— Appendix  (N  O.)  (P  ft,)  and  (R  S.) 

On  the  13th  of  July,  the  Chevalier  dTrujo, 
the  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  His  Catholic  Maj- 
esty, called  on  the  committee  and  made  the  com- 
munications, in  the  Appendix  marked  (ABC) 
(D  E  F.)  In  consequence  of  these  communica- 
tions, the  committee  immediately  dispatched,  by 
mail,  to  Major  Lewis,  their  messenger  to  the  State 
of  Tennessee,  the  letter,  Appendix  (S,)  covering 

a  subpoena  for Mitchell,  naoaed  in  the 

said  communications.  Major  Lewis  has  inform- 
ed the  committee,  since  his  return,  that  he  received 
the  letter  and  subpoena,  but  that  his  most  diligent 
inquiries  were  unavailing  to  discover  the  person 
described  in  them. 

Gn  the  24th  of  July,  the  Chevalier  dnfrajo 
again  called  upon  the  committee,  and  introduced 
to  them  John  Phillips  Ripley^  who  delivered  a 
paper  containing  the  inforihauoa  afterwacds  in- 
cluded in  his  deposition  (G  H  I.)  On  the  suc- 
ceeding day,  the  Chevalier  d'Yrujo  presented  to 
the  committee  Thomas  Odiome,  who  afterwards 
made  the  deposition  (K  L  M.)  Although  there 
was  an  appearance  of  singularity  in  the  medium 
adopted  by  these  persons  for  making  their  com- 
munication to  the  committee ;  although  the  com- 
mittee at  that  time  possessed  satis&ctory  evidence 
that  the  statement  made  in  these  depositions  was 
incorrect,  so  far  as  related  to  the  essential  objects 
of  invest^ation  and  inquiry ;  and  althou^  it  was 
not  very  material  whether  the  mistake  proceed- 
ed from  the  misrepresentation  of  Captain  Katon,  or 
the  misapprehension  of  the  witnessesjor  from  worse 
motives ;  it  was  nevertheless  conceived  to  be  the 
duty  of  the  committee^  in  justice  to  the  persons 
named  in  these  depositions,  to  obtain  an  explana* 
tioB  from  Captain  Eiaton,  of  the  fiicts  asserted  in 
them.  On  tnis  subject  the  House  is  referred  to 
the  letters  marked  in  the  Appendix  (T.)  (U,) 
(V,)  ( W,)  and  to  the'  depowtion^  0  P ;)  and 
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for  farther  eTideoce  connected  herewith,  to  the 
report  of  Captain  Eaton  beforementioned  (E,) 
and  the  letter  from  Richard  Harrison,  Esq.,  At- 
torney of  the  United  States  for  the  District  of 
New  York,  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  (E.  No.  2.) 
It  is  proper  to  add  that  the  caution,  given  oy  Colo- 
nel PicKering  to  Captain  Eaton«was  intimated 
to  him  by  request  of  the  committee,  who  were 
apprehensive  that  an  indiscreet  and  premature 
disclosure  of  evidence  might  increase  the  difficulty 
of  further  discovery. 

The  letter  from  Capt.  Eaton  to  Colonel  Hodp- 
don,  alluded  to  in  the  deposition  of  the  former,  is 
on  the  files  of  the  committee,  and  corroborates  his 
narrative. 

On  or  about  the  6th  of  October,  the  Secretary 
of  War  transmitted  to  the  committee  the  letters  in 
the  Appendix  (No.  11,  A,^  and  (No.  11,  B,)  from 
John  Chisholro  to  Colonel  John  McKee  and  John 
Rogers,  respectively,  dated  March  17, 1797. 

On  the  23d  of  November,  the  Minister  Plenipo- 
tentiary of  His  Catholic  Majesty  sent  to  the  com- 
mittee the  note  of  that  date  (Ci  R  S,)  covering 
the  letter  (ft  R  S,  No.  2,)  from  Elijah  Clark  to 
the  Spanish  Consul,  at  Charleston,  South  Caro- 
lina, dated  August  9,  1797.  It  is  obvious  that 
this  communication  has  been  made  too  late  to 
enable  the  committee  to  pursue  the  investigation 
of  its  contents. 

A  large  package  of  the  circular  letters  (No.  29) 
was  intercepted  and  delivered  to  the  committee ; 
some  of  these  letters  were  directed  to  various  per- 
sons in  Tennessee;  others  were  foldeJ  without 
any  address. 

The  committee  have  supposed  it  to  be  their 
duty  to  submit  to  the  House,  in  addition  to  the 
exhibits  herein  before  referred  to,  the  correspond- 
ence contained  in  the  Appendix  (Aa)to  (An)  in- 
elusive^  on  account  of  its  connexion  with  the  ob- 
ject of  their  appointment;  although  a  part  of 
these  communications^  beinff  anonymous,  could 
not  form  the  basis  or  any  further  proceedings ; 
and  although  where  further  investigation  was 
attempted,  it  failed  of  producing  any  satisfactory 
information.  The  letters  (Aa,)  (Ab,)  (Ac,)  (Ag,; 
will  appear  to  be  addressed  to'  th»  Secretary  of 
State,  and  were  delivered  by  him  to  the  com- 
mittee. 

The  committee,  in  presenting  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  House  this  succinct  narrative  of  their 
proceedings,  together  with  the  evidence  collected 
oy  them  and  the  correspondence  annexed^  believe 
that  they  sufficiently  Inlfil  the  duty  assigned  to 
them ;  without  anticipating,  by  their  own  infer- 
ences or  observations,  the  judgment  of  the  House 
on  the  whole  matter.  It  is  to  be  resetted  that 
some  suggestions  still  remain  unexplained,  or  that 
any  part  of  the  subject  should  continue  in  obscu- 
rity; but  the  committee  have  done  all  in  their 
power  for  the  discovery  of  the  truth,  without  in- 
curring a  greater  expense  than  the  probability  of 
success  was  deemed  to  warrant  And  this  report 
is  respectfully  submitted  as  the  best  practicable 
result  of  their  earnest  endeavors. 

November  30, 1797. 


APPENDIX. 

(A.)    * 
United  States,  to  wit: 

To  Captain  William  Eaton. 

Whereas  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  States  did,  on  the  eighth  day  of  July,  in 
the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety- 
seven,  come  to  the  following  resolution,  viz: 

«  Resolved,  That  a  cdmmittee  be  appointed  to  pie- 
pare  and  report  Articles  of  Impeachment  agvinst  Wil- 
liam Blount,  a  Senator  of  the  United  States,  impeachiJ 
by  this  House  of  high  crimes  and  mlsdemeanon ;  and 
that  Uie  said  committee  have  power  to  send  for  penonst 
papers,  and  records." 

<<  Ordered,  That  Mr.  Sitobkavks,  Mr.  Balswiv, 
Mr.  Dava,  Mr.  Dawsoh,  and  Mr.  Ha&pbb,  be  a  com- 
mittee  porsuant  to  the  said  resolution." 

You  are  hereby  authorized  and  required,  in  pur- 
suance of  the  said  authority  vested  in  us  as  afore- 
said, taking  to  your  assistance  such  person  or  per- 
sons as  you  may  de?m  necessary,  to  make  strict 
and  diligent  search  for  Nicholas  Romayne,  now 
or  late  of  the  State  of  New  York,  practitioner  of 
medicine ;  and  him,  having  found^  to  seize  and  ap- 
prehend, and  to  bring,  together  with  his  papers,  in 
safe  custody,  before  us,  the  committee  aforesaid^  at 
the  city  of  Philadelphia,  to  be  examined  touching 
the  premises.  And  all  officers,  civil  and  military, 
and  all  faithful  citizens  of  the  United  States,  are 
required  to  be  aiding  and  assisting  to  you,  as  there 
shall  be  occasion. 

Given  under  our  hands  and  seals,  in  committee 
aforesaid,  at  Philadelphia,  the  nintn  day  of  July, 
in  the  year  aforesaid. 

S.  SITGREAVES, 
ABR.  BALDWIN, 
SAM'L  W.  DANA, 
J.  DAWSON, 
ROB'T.  G.  HARPER. 

(B.) 
To  Captain  WiUiamEaion. 

Sir  :  You  will  proceed  with  the  utmost  expe- 
dition to  New  Yorkj  and,  immediately  on  yoor 
arrival,  see  Mr.  Harrison,  or  such  other  person  as, 
in  case  of  his  absence,  you  are  addressed  to.  Hav- 
ing advised  with  such  person  as  to  the  proper 
mode  of  executing  your  commission,  yon  will 
proceed,  with  such  assistance  as  may  oe  deemed 
necessary^  to  arrest  the  person  expressed  in  your 
warrant,  m  the  most  secret  manner,  and  to  secure 
all  his  papers.  Him  and  his  paperk  you  will  then 
convey  safely  and  expeditiously  to  this  place. 

When  you  see  the  person  to  be  arrested,  it  will 
be  proper  to  inform  him  that  the  committee  is  de- 
sirous of  avoiding  all  unnecessary  publicity,  and 
that,  by  attending  quietly  with  his  papers,  it  may 
be  prevented.  You  may  let  him  unaerstand  at  tiM 
same  time,  that  hesitation  or  resistance  can  have 
no  other  efifect  than  to  render  the  afikir  more  As- 
agreeable  to  him,  by  making  it  public.  On  the 
road  he  will  be  treated  by  vou  as  a  fellow  panen- 
ger,  but  car^uUy  attended  to,  ^d,  above  Jill,  tlM 

le 
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papers  are  to  be  most  carefully  guarded,  and 
kept  in  your  own  possession. 

The  same  treatment  may  be  observed  towards 
any  other  person  whom,  with  his  papers,  it  may 
be  resolved  to  arrest. 

Whatever  papers  are  seized,  you  will  immedi- 
ately seal  up  in  the  presence  of  the  person  to 
whom  they  oelong,  if  on  the  spot,  or  if  not,  in  the 
presence  of  some  other  person,  and  will  deliver 
them  sealed  to  the  committee. 

It  is  scarcely  necessary  to  add  that  the  papers 
most  likely  to  be  important  will  be  letters  from 
William  Blount,  and  copies  of  letters  sent  to  him. 
Such  must  be  diligently  sought  and  carefully  se- 
cured. 

I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

S.  SITGREAVES, 
Chairman  of  the  Committee, 

Pbilaublpbia,  Jttfy9, 1797. 


(C.) 

Department  op  State. 

Philadelphia,  July  9, 1797. 
To  Captain  William  Eaton. 
Sir  :  Knowing  your  capacity,  spirit,  and  dili- 
gence, and  relying  on  your  fidelity,  I  have  selected 
you  to  be  charged  with  -the  orders  of  a  committee 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the. United 
States,  for  seizing  the  person  and  papers  of  Dr. 
Nicholas  Romayne,  who  is  now  supposed  to  be  in 
the  city  of  New  York,  and  against  whom  there  is 
amptive  evidence  of  his  l^ing  connected  with 


William  Blount,  Esq.,  who  has  been  impeached  of 
high  crimes  and  misdemeanors  by  the  House  of 
Representatives. 

It  is  possible  that  the  arrest  of  this  person  may 
lead  to  the  discovery  of  other  conspirators  on  the 
spot;  in  respect  townom  you  will  likewise  observe 
tne  orders  of  the  committee.  Or,  if  those  orders 
should  not  precisely  prescribe  the  course  you  are 
to  take,  respecting  such  unknown  conspirators, 
then  you  will  apply  for  advice  to  Richard  Harri- 
souj  Esq.,  Attorney  for  the  District  of  New  York, 
or,  m  his  absence,  to  Josiah  Ogden  HofiVnan,  Esq., 
Attorney  General  of  that  State,  and  do  what  they 
or  either  or  them  shall  direct.  If  any  others  than 
those  named  in  the  orders  of  the  committee,  shall 
be  arrested,  you  will  bring  them  to  Philadelphia 
likewise,  if  either  of  the  attorneys  shall  advise  it. 

You  will  need  an  assistant  or  assistants  in  the 
execution  of  these  orders^  in  procuring  whom  you 
will  take  the  advice  of  either  of  the  attorneys  be- 
fore named. 

In  making  the  arrests  and  seizing  the  papers,  it 
will  be  expedient  for  the  public,  and  agreeable  to 
the  persons  to  be  arrested,  that  you  act  m  the  most 
secret  manner  possible ;  and  in  the  same  manner 
they  may  be  brought  to  this  city.  But  although 
you  may  treat  them  as  fellow  passengers,  you  arf 
never  to  suffer  them  to  be  in  a  situation  to  es- 
cape, or  to  destroy  the  papers  you  may  seize.  For 
this  reason  your  assistants  should  be  vigilant  men. 

On  your  return  to  the  city,  call  on  me  for  fur- 
ther directions. 


I  am,  with  great  regard,  sir,  your  obedient  ser- 
vant, TIMOTHY  PICKERING. 

P.  S.  There  is  a  possibility  that  both  Mr.  Har- 
rison and  Mr.  Ogden  may  be  absent,  in  which  case 
wait  on  Colonel  Hamilton  or  Governor  Jay,  and 
ask  their  advice,  laying  before  them  your  orders. 

(D.) 
Department  of  State, 

Philadelphia,  July  9,  1797. 

Sir:  The  bearer,  Captain  William  Eaton,  is 
charged  with  orders  from  a  committee  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States,  to 
seize  the  persons  and  papers  of  some  men,  sup- 
posed to  be  in  the  city  of  New  York,  connected 
with  Governor  Blount  in  the  plot  for  which  he 
stands  impeached  by  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives. And  the  object  of  my  addressing  you  is, 
to  pray  you  to  find  a  confidential  and  active  man 
to  aid  Captain  Eaton  m  excuting  the  orders  above 
mentioned.  Or,  if  more  than  one  assistant  be  ne- 
cessary, as  many  as  circumstances  shall,  in  your 
opinion,  require,  to  make  the  arrests,  and  securely 
to  bring  the  persons  arrested,  with  their  papers,  to 
this  city. 

The  arrest  of  the  persons  referred  to,  or  the 
seizure  of  their  papers,  may  lead  to  the  discovery 
of  others  of  the  conspirators.  In  this  case  you  wiu 
be  pleased  to  consider  how  they  shall  be  secured, 
with  their  papers,  and  take  such  measures  as  you 
shall  think  proper.  If  Captain  Eaton  can  render 
you  any  aid  herein,  he  will  be  instructed  to  do  it. 

Whatever  expenses  shall  be  incurred,  I  will 
defray. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  ser- 
vant, TIMOTHY  PICKERING. 

Richard  Harrison,  Esq., 

Attorney  of  the  United  StateSj 

District  of  New  York, 

In  his  absence,  Josiah  Ogden  Hoffman,  Esqi, 
Attorney  General  of  that  State. 

(E.) 
Philadelphia,  July  12, 1797.  ^ 
Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  instruction  of  the 
9th  instant,  and  warrant  of  your  committee  of  the 
same  date,  at  3  o'clock,  the  morning  of  the  10th.  I 
took  stage  for  New  York,  and  arrived  thither  tne 
evening  of  the  same  day,  crossed  Paulus  Hook  at 
midnight ;  waited  on  Mr.  Harrison,  attorney  for 
the  district  of  New  York,  who  went  with  me  in 
company  of  the  marshal  and  one  of  his  deputies, 
to  the  house  of  Nicholas  Romayne,  practitioner  or 
physic,  whom  I  arrested  agreeably  to  order,  and 
proceeded  to  examine  and  secure  his  papers.  On 
entering  his  chamber,  I  observed  a  portaMe  writ- 
ing-desk, with  a  number  of  loose  papers  on  or 
alx>ut  it,  among  which  was  found  an  unfinished 
letter  in  the  hand-writing  of  Mr.  Romayne,  which 
he  acknowledged  was  intended  for  William 
Blount,  late  Senator  in  Congress.  The  papers  in 
this  room  were  lying  in  a  disordered  situation,  and 
had  every  appearance  of  having  been  recently  ex* 
amined.    Below  stairs  were  shown^^nM  by  Dr. 
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Romayoe,  four  letters  from  William  Blount  to 
said  Romayne,  which  four  letters  with  the  unfin- 
ished letter  above  mentioned.  I  have  laid-  before 
the  honorable  committee.  On  examining  a  bun- 
dle of  papers  of  n^lected  appearance,  I  discover- 
ed a  letter,  signed  "  Robert  Xiston,"  to  said  Ro- 
mayne. At  this,  Romayne  exhibited  evident 
marks  of  confusion,  and  reached  as  if  to  take  it 
from  me ;  but  it  passed  through  the  hands  of  Mr. 
Harrison — was  lodged  with  the  papers  above  men- 
tioned, and  with  them  is  laid  before  the  commit- 
tee. The  agitation  which  I  thought  I  discovered 
in  Romayne,  in  giving  up  this  paper,  and  the  re- 
collection of  his  acknowledging  the  receipt  of 
more  letters  from  William  Blount,  than  we  round 
in  his  hands,  and,  also,  the  disordered  situation  in 
which  the  papers  above  stairs  appeared,  establish 
my  suspicion  that  he  had  destroyed  more  or  less 
of  the  papers  which  would  have  led  to  a  minute 
development  of  the  subject  of  the  committee's  in- 
quiry. I  expressed  to  Romayne  this  suspicion, 
and  my  reasons  for  entertaining  it;  and  at  the 
same  time  intimated  to  hini^  that  I  thought  these 
would  be  sufficient  to  justify  my  suggestmg  it  to 
the  committee.  He,  in  some  perturbation,  ac- 
knowledged that  he  had,  perhaps^  received  ten  or 
twelve  letters  from  Mr.  Blount,  m  answer  to  his, 
found  among  Blount's  papers ;  but  that,  being  a 
careless  man,  he  had  oestroyed,  or  suffered  them 
to  be  destroyed ;  but  he  soon  after  qualified  this 
concession,  by  declaring  on  honor  that  he  had  not 
destroyed  any  such  letters  within  a  week  past. 
Having  thus  far  executed  the  order  of  the  com- 
mittee, I  took  to  my  assistance  Mr.  John  S.  Bain- 
bridge,  and  with  the  prisoner,  said  Nicholas  Ro- 
mayne, recrossed  to  Paulus  Hook,  at  3  oVlock,  A. 
M.,  of  yesterday,  and  procuring  a  stage,  proceed- 
ed to  this  city,  whither  I  arrived  at  3  o'clock  this 
morning  of  the  day  and  date  above  mentioned. 

I  have  die  honor  to  be,  with  perfect  respect,  sir, 
your  most  obedient  servant, 

WIU4IAM  BATON. 

Hon.  Mr.  Sitgreaves. 


(E,  No.  2.) 
New  York,  Jtdy  11, 1797. 
Sir  :  By  the  return  of  Captain  Eaton  to  Phila- 
delphia, vou  have  doubtless  before  this  time  been 
informed  of  the  manner  in  which  the  orders  of  the 
Committee  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  States  have  been  executed.  Your  Excel- 
lency's letter  of  the  9th  having  been  delivered  last 
night,  after  a  short  conference  with  Mr.  Eaton^  it 
was  judged  advisable  to  lose  no  ti toe  in  securing 
Dr.  Romayne  and  his  papers,  particularly  as  there 
was  reason  to  apprehena  that  he  might  already 

ifirom  apprehensions  of  necessitv)  have  destroyed 
tie  most  material.  The  aid  of  the  marshal  and 
his  deput^r  wa%  therefore,  resorted  to,  and  the 
whole  business  effected  in  little  more  than  an  hour 
after  Captain  Eaton's  arrival.  It  appeared  that 
Dr.  Romayne  was  by  no  means  surprised.  The 
first  observation  that  he  made  to  the  messenger 
was,  that  he  supposed  him  instructed  to searchfor 
pAf  er«,  aiMl  he  taen  ofiered  to  produce  those  he 


had.  Upon  entering  his  bed-chamber,  we  found 
such  as  were  then  in  a  stale  of  considerable  de- 
rangement, "which  he  attributed  to  the  windows 
having  been  left  open.  There  were  no  appearan- 
ces, however,  from  whence  the  recent  destruction 
of  papers  could  be  evidenced.  Upon  this  table 
were  two  or  three  old  letters  from  Count  Motier, 
formerlv  the  Minister  of  France  in  this  country, 
and  a  oundle  or  two  loosely  tied,  containing 
among  other  letters  of  no  importance,  those  from 
Governor  Blount  and  Mr.  Liston,  which  have  been 
sent  to  Philadelphia. 

He  acknowleoged,  in  the  course  of  conversa- 
tion, that  he  had,  in  the  period  of  about  two 
months,  received  as  many  as  ten  or  twelve  letters 
from  Governor  Blount,  but  observed  that  he  had 
always  been  careless  with  respect  to  papers,  and 
in  the  habit  of  tearing  letters  soon  after  he  receiv- 
ed them. 

It  is  remarkable,  nevertheless,  that  a  very  con- 
siderable number  of  old  and  unimportant  letters 
had  been  preserved,  and  that  his  recent  corre- 
spondence nas  almost  entirely  disappeared.  The 
letter  from  Mr.  Liston,  it  may  be  presumed.  ha<L 
by  some  fatality,  escapned  his  notice.  He  alleged 
that  it  would  be  fully  explained  by  the  one  to 
which  it  was  an  answer,  and  said  that  he  should 
apply  to  Mr.  Liston  for  the  production  of  that 
document.  Upon  the  whole  his  behaviour  was 
collect^  and  proper,  nor  did  he  discover  any 
very  great  apprehension  or  s^prise,  excerpt  upon 
the  finding  of  Mr.  Liston's  letter,  when  Captain 
Eaton  iudged  that  he  betrayed  some  emotion, 
which,  however,  escaped  my  observation,  as  I  was 
then  engaged  in  perusing  other  papers. 

I  sincerely  wisn  that  measures  had  been  taken 
with  regard  to  this  business,  before  the  publicitr 
of  the  proceedings  against  Governor  Blount  haa 
excited  alarm.  It  is  probable  that  more  import- 
ant discoveries  might  then  have  been  made.  I 
still  hope  that  they  may  result  from  a  personal 
examination  of  the  prisoner,  though  I  do  not  be- 
lieve that  it  is  to  be  expected. 

Any  services  which  I  can  render  in  future  with 
relation  to  this  important  business,  will  be  given 
with  the  utpaofit  alacrity ;  and  I  have  only  to  add, 
that  I  am  most  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient 
servant, 

RICHARD  HARRISON. 

Hon.  Timothy  Picksrimq,  Esq., 

Secretary  of  State, 

(F.) 

These  are  to  certify  whom  it  may  concern,  that 
Doctor  Nichdas  Romayne,  of  the  city  of  New 
York,  having  attended  the  Committee  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  Statee, 
charged  with  the  impeachment  of  William  Blount, 
in  pursuance  of  the  process  by  them  issued  for 
that  purpose,  and  having  undergone  such  exami- 
nation, and  answered  such  interroyaloriesas  were 
required  and  exhibited  by  the  said  Committee ; 
and  having  further  entered  into  bonds  for  his  ap- 
pearance before  the  Senate  of  the  United  Slates 
as  a  witness  on  a  trial  of  the  sjaid  impeachmftt^ 
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has  been,  and  hereby  is  discharged  by  the  said 
Committee,  from  any  further  attendance  upon 
them. 

'     Given  in  the  Committee  aforesaid  at  the  city  of 
Philadelphia,  on  the  twenty-second  day  of  July, 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  ninety-seven. 
By  order  of  the  Committee, 

S.  SITGREAVES,  Chairman. 

(G.) 

United  States,  to  wit : 

To  Major  TVumuia  Lewis. 

Whereas  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  States,  did,  on  the  eignth  day  of  July,  in 
the  year  of  our  Liord,  one  thousand  seven  nun- 
died  and  nmety-seven,  resolve  as  follows,  to  wit : 

**Rt»ok>edf  That  a  Comnuttee  be  appointed  to  pra- 
pato  and  report  Articles  of  ImMCMchinent  against  Will- 
iam Bloimt,  a  Senator  of  ^  United  States,  impeadi- 
ed  by  this  House  of  hi(^  crimes  and  misdemeanon, 
and  that  the  said  Committee  have  power  to  send  for 
penons,  papers  and  reooids. 

""Ordered,  That  Mr.  Sitgreaves,  Mr.  Baldwin,  Mr. 
Dana,  Mr.  Dawson,  and  Mr.  Harper,  be  a  Committee 
pursuant  to  the  said  resolution." 

And  whereas  the  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  United  States,  did  on  the  tenth  day  of  July  in. 
the  same  year  resolve  as  fDllows,  viz : 

"Reeokfedy  That  the  Committee  appointed  topre- 

Cand  report  Articles  of  Impeachment  against  Will- 
Bloimt,  a  Senator  of  the  United  States,  impeach- 
ed by  this  House  of  high  crimes  and  misdemeanors,  be 
au^rixed  to  sit  during  the  recess  of  Congress. 

^Retehftdj  That  the  said  Committee  be  instructed 
to  inquire,  and,  by  all  lawful  means,  to  discover  the 
whole  nature  and  extent  of  the  offence  whereof  the 
said  William  Blount  stands  impeached,  and  who  are 
the  parties  and  associates  therein. 

**  Ordered,  That  Mr.  Dana  be  excused  from  j^rving 
on  the  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  and  report  ar- 
ticles of  impeachment  against  WiUiam  Blount,  a  Sen- 
ator of  the  United  States,  and  Aat  Mr.  Bayard  be  of 
the  said  Committee  in  his  stead." 

You  are  hereby  authorized  and  required,  in  pur- 
suance of  the  said  authority  vested  in  us  as  afore- 
said, taking  to  your  assistance  such  person  or  per- 
sons as  you  may  deem  necessary,  to  make  strict 
and  diligent  search  for  Major  James  Grant,  now 
or  late  of  the  State  of  Tennessee,  and  him  having 
found,  to  seize  and  apprehend,  and  to  bring,  togeth- 
er with  his  papers,  in  safe  custodv,  forthwith  be- 
fore us,  the  Committee  aforesaid,  at  the  city  of 
Philadelphia,  to  be  examined  touching  the  premi- 
ses. And  all  officers,  civil  and  military,  and  all 
faithful  citizens  of  the  United  States,  are  rtquired 
to  be  aiding  and  assisting  to  you  as  there  shall  be 
occasion. 

Qi?en  under  our  hands  and  seals,  in  committee 
aforesaid,  at  Philadelphia,  the  tenth  day  of  July  in 
the  year  aforesaid.  S.  SITORBAVES, 

ABR.  BALDWIN, 
J.  DAWSON, 
R.  Q.  HARPER, 
J.  A.  BAYARD. 


(H.) 
7b  John  Rogers^  resident  in  the  Cherokee  Nation, 

Whereas  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  States  did,  on  the  eighth  day  of  July,  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord,  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  ninety-seven,  resolve  as  follows,  to  wit : 

"  Resohed,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  pre- 

Cand  report  Articles  of  Impeadmient  against  Wil- 
Blount,  a  Senator  of  the  United  States,  impeached 
by  this  House,  of  high  crimes  and  Inisdemeanors,  and 
diat  the  said  committee  have  power  to  send  for  per- 
sons, papers,  and  records. 

'"  Ordered,  That  Mr.  Sitgreaves,  Mr.  Baldwin,  Mr. 
Dana,  Mr.  Dawson,  and  Mr.  Harper,  be  a  committee, 
purstiant  to  the  said  resolution." 

And  whereas  the  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  United  States  did,  on  the  tenth  day  of  of  July, 
in  the  year  aforesaid,  fturther  resolve  and  ordar, 
•sfbllows,  €0  wit: 

*^Resehed,  That  the  oommittee  -aj^pomted  to  menM 
and  report  Articles  of  Impeachment  against  W^liam 
Btoun^  a  Senator  of  the  United  States^  impeadied  by 
tlds  House,  of  high  crimes  and  misdemeanors,  be  ao- 
tiiorized  to  nt  during  the  recess  of  Congress. 

<<  Ordered,.  That  Mr.  Dana  be  excused  from  serving 
on  the  committee  appointed  to  prepare  and  report  Ar- 
ticles of  Impeachment  against  William  Blount,  a  Sen- 
ator of  the  United  States,  and  that  Mr.  Bayard  be  of 
the  said  committee  in  his  stead." 

Y'ou  are  hereby  required,  in  pursuance  of  the 
powers  vested  in  us,  the  said  committee,  by  the 
resolutions  and  orders  aforesaid,  that,  laying  aside 
all  manner  of  business  and  excuses  whatsoever, 
you  be  and  appear  forthwith,  in  your  proper  per- 
son, before  us,  the  said  committee,  at  the  State- 
House,  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  to  be  examin- 
ed touching  the  premises,  and  to  testify  your 
knowledge  therein:  And  that  you  bring  with 
you  a^  such  papers  and  documents  touching  the 
same,  as  may  be  in  your  hands  and  possession; 
and  Herein  fail  not,  at  your  peril. 

Given  under  our  hands  and  seals  at  the  city  of 
Philadelphia,  in  committee  aforesaid,  the  tenth 
day  of  July,  in  the  year  aforesaid. 

S.  SITGREAVES, 
ABR.  BALDWIN, 
J.  DAWSON, 
ROB.  G.  HARPER, 
J.  A.  BAYARD. 

United  States,  m. 

Tb  James  Carey,   Interpreter  for   the    United 

States,  to  the  Cherokee  NaJtion^  and  AssistamtaA 

the  DsUico  Factory, 

Whereas  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  States  did,  on  the  eighth  day  of  July,  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord,  one  thousand  seven  hunarad 
and  ninety-seven,  resolve  as  follows,  to  wit : 

**Resohed,  That  a  committee  be  appohited  to  pre- 

Cand  report  Articles  of  Impeachment  against  Wfl- 
Blount,  a  Senator  of  the  United  States,  hnpeadiod 
by  this  House,  of  high  crimes  and  misdemeanors,  and 
that  the  said  committee  have  power  to  send  for  persons, 
papers,  and  records.  -  . 
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«  Ordered,  That  Mr.  Sitgreaves,  Mr.  Baldwin,  Mr. 
])aw8<m,  Mr.  Harper,  and  Mr.  Dana,  be  a  committee, 
pursuant  to  the  said  resolution." 

And  whereas  the  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  United  States  did,  on  the  tenth  day  of  July,  in 
the  year  aforesaid,  further  resolve  and  order,  as 
follows,  to  wit : 

**  Resolved,  That  the  committee  appointed  to  prepare 
and  report  Articles  of  Impeachment  against  WilUam 
Blount,  a  Senator  of  the  united  States,  impeached  by 
this  House,  of  high  crimes  and  misdemeanors,  be  au- 
thorized to  sit  during  the  recess  of  Congress. 

**  Reeohfed,  That  the  said  committee  be  instructed  to 
inquire,  and,  by  all  lawful  means,  to  discover  the  whole 
nature  and  extent  of  the  offence,  whereof  William 
Blount  stands  impeached,  and  who  are  the  parties  and 
associates  therein^ 

"  Ordered,  That  Mr.  Dana  be  excused  from  serving 
on  the  committee  appointed  to  prepare  and  report  Ar- 
ticles of  Impeachment  against  WiUiam  Blount,  a  Sen- 
ator of  the  United  Statoe,  and  that  Mr.  Bayard  be  of 
tiie  said  committee  in  his  stead." 

You  are  hereby  required,  in  pursuance  of  the 
authority  vested  in  us,  the  said  committee,  by  the 
resolutions  and  orders  aforesaid,  that  laving  aside 
all  manner  of  business  and  excuse  whatsoever, 
you  be  and  appear  forthwith,  in  ygur  proper  per- 
son, before  us,  the  said  committee,  at  the  State- 
House,  in  Philadelphia,  to  be  examined  touching 
the  premises,  aod  to  testify  your  knowledg^e  there- 
in :  And  that  you  bring  with  you  all  such  papers 
and  documents,  touching  the  same,  as  may  be  in 
your  hands  and  possession ;  herein  fail  not,  at  your 
peril. 

Given  under  our  hands  and  seals,  at  the  city  of 
Philadelphia,  in  committee  aforesaid,  the  tenth 
day  of  July,  in  the  year  aforesaid. 

S.  SITGREAVES, 
A.  BALDWIN, 
J.  DAWSON, 
R.  G.  HARPER, 
J.  A.  BAYARD. 

(K.) 
Philadelphia,  July  10,  1797. 

Sir  :  The  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  States  has  impeached  William  Blount,  of 
the  State  of  Tennessee,  for  certain  acts  of  his. 
tending  to  endanger  the  peace  of  the  Union,  ana 
whereof  there  is  reason  to  suppose  from  some  of 
his,  letters,  that  you  have  some  Knowledge. 

A  committee  has  been  appointed  to  conduct 
this  impeachment,  and  to  make  a  full  inquiry  into 
the  whole  affair ;  and  this  committee  has  conceiv- 
ed that  your  testimony  might  be  of  jpreat  import- 
ance in  bringing  this  transaction  fully  to  light. 
They  have,  therefore,  directed  me  to  write  to  you 
on  the  subject,  requesting  your  attendance  with 
all  letters  find  papers  in  your  possession,  from 
.William  Blount,  and  assuring  you  that  your  ex- 
penses in  coming  and  going  shall  be  defrayed,  and 
that  you  shall  return  without  molestation  or  unne- 
cessary delay. 

The  committee  flatter  themselves,  sir,  that  you 
will  comply  with  this  request,  whereby  you  will 


confer  an  important  obligation  on  the  Gorem- 
ment,  and  may  contribute  much  to  preserve  the 
peace  and  prosperity  of  the  United  States. 

It  will  be  essential  that  you  should  arrive  here 
with  as  much  expedition  as  possible. 

I  am,  sir.  by  order  and  on  behalf  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  House  of  Representatives, 

S.  SITGREAVES,  Chairman. 

Mr.  John  Rogers. 

Resident  in  the  Cherokee  Nation. 

(L.) 
War  Office,  July  10,  1797. 

Sir  :  A  letter  having  lately  been  detected,  writ- 
ten by  William  Blount,  to  Mr.  Carey,  containinjg 
certain  criminal  matters,  in  which  mention  is 
made  of  one  to  be  forwarded  to  you,  and  that  jroa 
were  advised  therein  to  do  certain  things  affecting 
the  United  States,  and  the  same  having  been  suIh 
mitted  to  Congress  by  the  President,  the  House  of 
Representatives  have  ordered  a  committee  of  their 
members,  to  sit  in  their  recess,  with  power  to  send 
for  persons,  papers,  aod  records,  that  the  project 
mignt  be  more  perfectly  known  and  understood. 
I  enclose  you  a  letter  from  the  said  committee,  re- 
questing your  attendance  in  Philadelphia,  to  give 
information  in  the  premises^  and  reque^  that  you 
will  lose  no  time  in  complying  therewith.  I  shall 
take  care  that  the  expense  of  your  journey,  hither 
and  back  again  shall  be  paid.  As  you  can  render 
a  service  to  truth  and  to  your  country,  by  coming 
forward^  I  have  no  doubt  but  that  you  will  do 
everythmg  that  is  proper  and  patriotic  on  the  oc* 
casion. 

I  am,  sir,  with  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 
JAMES  McHENRY. 

Mr.  JOBN  RoOERft, 

Resident  in  the  Cherokee  Nation. 

(W.) 
War  Office,  July  10, 1793. 

Sir  :  The  House  of  Representatives  having  im- 
peached Mr.  William  Blount,  of  high  crimes  and 
misdemeanors,  and  appointed  a  committee  of  their 
body,  to  send  tor  persons,  papers,  and  records,  and 
the  said  committee  being  desirous  to  receive  your 
information,  in  person,  touching  what  you  know 
relative  to  Mr.  blount's  criminal  project,  you  will 
be  pleased  to  respect  their  warrant,  ana  attend 
their  messenger  to  Philadelphia.  I  shall  take  care 
that  your  expenses,  going  and  returning,  shall  be 
paid. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  McHENRY. 

To  James  Carey,  Interpreter  at  T^ico. 

(N.) 
War  Office,  July  10, 1797. 
Sir:  The  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  States,  having  impeached  William  Blount 
a  Senator  of  the  United  States,  of  high  crimes  and 
misdemeanors  and  appointed  a  committee  of  their 
body  to  send  for  persons,  papers^and  records,  and 
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the  Slid  committee  having  issued  a  warrant  to  ap- 

S'ehend  and  briug  before  them  Maior  James 
rant,  of  the  State  of  Tennessee,  ana  subpoenas 
for  James  Carey,  and  John  Rogers,  with  their  pa- 
pers, respectively :  You  will  be  pleased  to  give  to 
the  said  instruments,  and  their  bearer,  all  lawful 
aid  in  your  power,  to  carry  their  object  into  effect. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respecttully,  your  obedient  ser- 
vant, 

JAMES  McHENRY. 
Colonel  David  Hbnly. 

Agent  for  the  War  Department,  KnoxviUe, 

(O.) 
Philadelphia,  Jtdy  11,  1797. 

You  are  to  proceed  without  delay  to  KnoxviUe, 
in  the  State  of  Tennessee.  The  object  of  your 
mission  is  to  take  into  your  possession  and  custo- 
dy, the  person  and  papers  of  James  Grant,  of 
KnoxviUe,  agreeably  to  the  warrant  with  which 
you  are  charged,  and  return  with  them  to  Phila- 
delphia. It  will  be  necessary  to  avail  yourself  of 
the  aid  and  advice  of  the  officers  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  to  whom  you  are  re- 
commended by  letters  put  into  your  hands  from 
the  Secretary  of  War.  As  soon  as  you  find  Mr. 
Grant,  and  such  papers  as  he  may  have  in  his 
possession,  in  your  power,  you  will  let  him  know 
that  it  is  your  wish  to  prevent,  as  far  as  possible, 
anything  that  may  be  disagreeable  to  him  in  the 
manner  of  his  coming  to  this  place.  That  he 
may  come  merely  as  a  fellow- traveUer,  if  he  con- 
sents to  such  regulations  for  the  conveyance  of 
himself  and  his  papers,  as  you  may  jud^e  neces- 
sanr  to  insure  their  arrival  at  this  place  in  safety. 

You  will  be  careful  to  secure  well^  and  put  your 
seal  on  such  papers  as  you  may  take  into  your  pos- 
session, in  the  presence  of  the  person  to  whom 
they  beionff^  and  assure  him  that  they  will  be 
opened  in  his  presence,  if  he  desires  it,  and  exam- 
ined solely  with  reference  to  the  subject  of  im- 
peachment now  depending  against  \Vm.  Blount, 
£squire,  and  such  as  ^ire  found  not  to  relate  to 
that  subject,  wiU  be  immediately  returned  to 
him. 

You  wiU  be  particular  in  securing  aU  papers  or 
letters  from  William  Blount. 

At  KnoxviUe,  Col.  Henly,  the  agent  for  the 
War  Department,  will  give  you  information  how 
to  find  John  CareV  and  John  Rogers,  to  deliver  to 
them  the  letters  directed  to  them,  and  to  serve  the 
subpoenas  on  them — who,  it  is  expected,  wiU  ac- 
company you  to  this  place. 

If  the  committee  should  not  be  in  session  on  your 
arrival  here,  you  will  take  your  directions  trom 
the  Secretary  of  War. 

You  are  requested  to  use  all  possible  despatch 
in  your  journey  to  Tennessee,  and  on  your  re- 
turn to  Philadelphia;  for  this  purpose  you  wiU 
take  relay  horses  as  there  shall  be  occasion )  and 
if  any  opportunity  should  offer  to  write  to  the 
committee  while  you  are  on  the  road,  you  will 
communicate  any  information  in  your  power  to 
the  committee^  under  cover  to  the  Secretary  of 
War. 


If  your  conversations  with  Major  Grant,  or 
Rogers,  or  Carey,  should  produce  any  important 
disclosures,  connected  with  the  business  in  which 
the  committee  is  engaged,  you  will,  in  such  case, 
apply  yourself  to  Mr.  Hawkins,  or  Col.  Henley,  or 
other  agent  of  the  United  States,  in  that  country, 
for  directions  how  to  act,  and  endeavor,  with  the 
aid  of  the  civil  authority,  to  secure  the  persons 
and  papjers  of  any  who  shall  appear  to  be  con- 
cerned in  the  plot. 

Wishing  you  success  in  your  mission,  I  am,  by 
order,  and  on  behalf  of  the  committee,  sir,  your 
most  obedient  servant, 

S.  SITGREAVES,  Chairman. 

To  Major  Thomas  Lewis. 


(P.) 
Germantown,  Sept,  25, 1797. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  the  instructions  of  the 
committee,  dated  the  11th  of  July  last,  and  handed 
me  on  the  day  following,  I  set  out  on  the  13th  for 
the  State  of  Tennessee,  and  proceeded  with  aU  pos- 
sible despatch  that  my  health  would  admit  of,  and 
arrived  at  KnoxviUe  on  the  27th  in  the  evening. 
Early  on  the  morning  of  the  28th,  I  waited  upon 
and  served  the  precept  on  Major  James  Grant,  in 
company  with  Colonel  D.  Henly,  Agent  of  War  at 
that  place ;  after  which  Mr.  Grant  produced  aU 
his  papers,  which  Colonel'Henly  and  myself  care- 
fully examined,  culling  all  those  that  appeared 
attached  to  his  domestic  concerns.  The  balance 
of  his  papers  I  put  my  seal  carefuUy  upon  in  the 
presence  of  Mr.  Grant. 

On  my  arrival  at  KnoxviUe,  Colonel  Henly 
sent  an  express  for  Carey,  who  was  at  Tellico 
block-house,  employed  as  an  interpreter  in  the 
public  store  at  that  place,  and  who  came  immedi- 
ately to  KnoxvUle  after  the  receipt  of  Colonel 
Henly's  letter.  Rogers,  I  found,  was  in  the  Creek 
nation,  and  had  been  sent  for  by  Colonel  Hawkins, 
previously  to  my  arrival  at  KnoxviUe.  As  it  was 
a  desirable  thing  with  me  to  bring  Rogers,  as  weU 
as  Grant  and  Carey.  I  was  induced  to  wait  untU 
the  10th  ot  August,  in  expectation  that  he  might 
arrive  by  that  time ;  in  this  I  was  disappointed. 
Colonel  Hawkins  and  Henly  pressed  me  to  stay  a 
few  days  longer,  expecting  daily  Rogers's  arrival, 
and  with  him  some  information  which  might  be 
useful  to  the  General  Government.  Not  hearing 
anything  during  tay  stay  at  KnoxviUe,  or  having 
any  real  information  of  Rogers  being  on  the  way, 
I  set  out  on  the  20th  of  August  with  Major  Grant. 
Carey  I  sent  off  on  the  13th,  with  directions  to 
proceed  on  to  Abinc^ton,  in  Virginia,  where  he 
shonld  wait  untU  I  should  arrive. 

Colonel  Henly  was  desirous  I  should  accompa- 
ny him  to  Colonel  King's  iron  works,  as  he  ex- 
pected to  collect  some  useful  information  in  that 
quarter.  This  circuitous  route  detained  me  three 
days  longer  than  I  expected,  after  which  I  made 
the  best  of  my  way  for  Philadelphia,  and  arrived 
at  Germantown  with  Messrs.  Grant  and  Carey  on 
the  15th  instant. 
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I  have  the  honor  to  be,  rery  respectfully,  your 
mo6t  obedient  servant, 

T.  LEWIS, 
Capt.  2d  U.  S.  Regiment. 

The  Hon.  Samuel  Sitoreaves, 

Phikidelphia, 


(a) 

Sir  :  Agreeably  to  your  directions  to  me  in  the 
letter  brought  express  by  Mr.  Byers,  I  invited  the 
honorable  Mr.  Hawkins  and  Judge  McNairy  to 
proceed  to  Tellico,  for  the  examination  of  certain 
persons  under  suspicion  of  knowing  the  contents 
and  the  plan  laid  against  Government,  in  a  letter 
written  by  Gov.  Blount,  and  after  examinations 
which  took  place  yesterday,  this  morning  Carey 
brought  forward  another  letter  from  Governor 
Blount,  to  Rogers,  by  which  it  appears  that  Chis- 
holm  and  Rogers  have  full  knowledge  of  the 
plan. 

Mr.  Hawkins  being  more  competent  to  such  ex- 
aminations than  myself,  I  submitted  to  him  the 
whole  conducting  of  it. 

The  examinations  of  Carey  and  Lovely,  accom- 
panied with  Mr.  Hawkins's  letter,  make  it  unne- 
cessary for  me  to  be  more  particularj  and  I  have 
only  to  assure  you,  that  I  shall  be  faithful  to  my 
trust,  and  will  use  all  means  to  ^ive  Government 
the  rullest  information  respectmg  every  occur- 
rence. 

Ro^rs  beine  gone  to  the  Creek  nation,  which  is 
some  distance  from  this,  Mr.  Hawkins  and  myself 
thought  it  most  advisable  for  Mr.  Byers  to  return 
immediately  to  you  with  the  proceedings  as  far  as 
we  could  obtain  information.  In  the  meantime 
we  shall  send  for  Jlogers,  and  get  all  that  may  be 
got  from  him  and  forward  to  you. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  humble  ser- 
vant, 

DAVID  HENLY, 
Agent  Wca*  Department, 

Hon.  James  McHenrt, 

Secretary  of  War, 

(R.) 

Tellico,  Jvly  9, 1797. 
I  sent  y;ou  from  Knoxvilie,  the  4th  of  May.  copies 
of  the  originals  herewith  enclosed.  I  have  writ- 
ten to  you  frequently  since,  but  dates  I  do  not  re- 
collect ;  and  mv  papers  are  all  at  a  distance  from 
ine.  On  the  5tn  I  enclosed  to  you,  from  Knox- 
vilie, with  a  lone  letter,  the  examination  of  James 
Carey.  I  thought  it  my  duty  to  interpose  as  »oon 
as  I  got  out  of  the  woods,  and  sift  that  afiair  tho- 
roughly. Upon  the  return  of  Mr.  Byers,  Colonel 
Henly  called  on  the  a^nt  in  the  Indian  depart- 
ment to  accompany  him  here^  with  Judge  Mc- 
Nairy. We  have  now  sent  this  second  examina- 
tion, and  an  original  letter  from  Mr.  Blount  to 
Rogers.  When  I  first  examined  Carev.  I  did  it 
alone ;  he  was  much  alarmed ;  I  assured  nim  all  I 
wanted  was  the  truth,  and  that,  if  he  was  faithful 
to  the  Government,  he  had  not  anything  to  fear, 


and  the  proof  I  required  of  his  fidelity,  was  a  di»- 
closure  of  all  he  knew  relative  to  the  contents  of 
the  letter,  and  that  no  part  of  his  narrative  should 
militate  against  himseli,  or  affect  his  present  stand- 
ins  in  the  Government.  He  communicated  to  me 
all  that  he  said  he  knew.  \  replied,  that  I  was  not 
satined  with  his  communication,  that  I  gave  him. 
until  the  next  day  to  recollect  himself,  and  then  I 
would  examine  him  asain.  This  I  did  as  detailed 
to  you.  Notwithstanding  the  answers  of  Carer 
do  not  correspond  with  the  expectations  which 
naturally  arise  from  reading  the  letter,  I  am  in- 
clined to  think  they  are  substantially  true.  That 
a  man  who  has  acted  ia  so  hxsh  offices  as  the 
writer  of  the  letter  has  done,  should  so  conunit 
himself,  must  be  attributed  to  a  long  series  of  base 
conduct,  which  seems  to  have  buoyed  him  and 
his  followers  above  shame.  For  a  j^eneral  idem 
into  this  conduct,  you  have  only  to  inspect  into 
the  records  in  your  own  office. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  yon 
obedient  servant, 

BENJAMIN  HAWKINS. 

Hon.  James  McHbnrt, 

Secretary  of  War. 

(S.) 
Pbiladblpbia,  Jvhi  14, 1797. 

Sir  :  The  Committee  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  United  States,  having  reason  to 
believe  that  Mr.  Mitchel,  of  the  State  of  Tennes- 
see, is  possessed  of  important  information  relative 
to  the  business  with  which  they  are  occupied, 
have  issued  their  precept  in  the  nature  of  a  sub- 
poena, requiring  his  attendance  before  them  forth- 
with, to  be  examined  on  the  subject. 

This  precept  is  now  enclosed  to  be  served  by  yoo, 
conformably  to  the  instructions  given  to  vou  m  the 
cases  of  Carey  and  Rogers.  The  committee  have 
it  not  in  their  power  to  inform  you  particularly  of 
the  place  of  his  residence;  this  you  must  ascertain 
bv  inquiry.  It  is  very  desirable  that  you  may  be 
aole  to  bring  him  with  you  when  you  return ;  but 
if  you  find  it  impracticable  to  serve  the  precept 
yourself,  without  inconvenient  delay  to  the  other 
objects  of  your  mission,  you  wilL  under  the  direc- 
tions of  Colonel  Henly,  or  Mr.  Hawkins,  commit 
it  to  some  confidental  person  to  exectite. 

We  cannot  discover,  with  satisfactory  certainty^ 
the  christian  name  ot  Mr.  Mitchel.  tie  made  a 
communication,  on  the  subject  which  we  are  de- 
sirous of  invesdf^ting,  to  the  Spanish  Minister, 
who  calls  him  Medad  Mitchel,  and  describes  him 
to  be  a  tall  and  slender  young  man,  with  dark  hair; 
he  may  be  further  known,  by  the  circumstance  of 
his  having  received  a  letter  trom  Chisholm,  dated 
Philadelphia,  March  16th,  1797,  directed  to  Messrs. 
Mitchel  and  Craige,  which  letter  he  communica- 
ted to  the  Chevalier  d'Yru|o.  When  von  hare 
ascertained  his  name,  you  will  please  to  nil  up  the 
blank  in  the  subpoena  accordingly. 

Carey  and  Rogers  have  been  assured,  by  the 
letters  from  the  Secretuy  of  War,  which  were  de- 
livered to  you,  that  their  expenses  going  and  com- 
ing would  be  reimbursed  to  them.   The  same  assn- 
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ranee  must  be  given  to  Mitchel,  and  if  he  should 
not  have  the  actual  means,  the  agent  of  the  War 
Department,  Col.  Henly,  will  doubtless  advance 
what  will  be  sufficient  to  bring  him  to  this  city. 

I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

S.  SITGREAVES,  Chairman. 

Mdjor  Lbwi8. 

(T.) 
Philadelphia,  July  25, 1797. 

Sir:  Mr.  John  Phillips  Ripley  was  yesterday 
introduced  to  the  Committee  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  and  gave  to  them  the  information, 
of  which  the  enclosed  is  a  copy.  As  it  is,  in  several 
points,  variant  from  the  purpiort  of  your  past  com- 
munications, and  refers  to  evidence  which  is 
said  to  be  in  your  possession,  but  which  has  not 
been  yet  delivered  to  the  committee;  we  request 
that  you  will  be  so  good  as  to  inform  us  how  far 
Mr.  Kipley's  representation  corresponds  with  the 
fact,  and  whether  there  is  anything  within  your 
knowledge  which  can  have  given  rise  to  his  su^- 
ffestions.  If  you  should  return  to  Philadelphia 
before  your  embarcation  for  Algiers,  the  committee 
further  request  that  you  will  let  them  see  you  on 
the  subject;  and  that,  in  the  interim,  you  will 
please  to  write  to  the  committee,  immediately  on 
the  receipt  of  this  letter,  and  acquaint  us  now 
soon  you  expect  to  be  in  tnis  city. 

I  am^  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant 

S.  SITQREAVES,  Chairman. 

Capt.  William  Eaton, 

BrimfieUL  Masaachwetta. 

(U.) 
Brimfield,  Ma88.y  July  29, 1797. 
Sir  :  Mr.  John  Phillips  Ripley,  son  of  a  very 
respectable  Professor  or  Divinity  and  the  Lan- 

fua^es,  in  Dartmouth  College,  now  resident  in 
^hi&delphia,  was  cotemporary  with  me  at  that 
Seminary ;  and  though  young,  was  among  thecircle 
of  my  friends  there.  He  has  been  so  since  the  re- 
newal of  our  acouaintance  at  Philadelphia;  on 
my  return  from  New  York,  I  said  to  him  that 
four  or  five  enigmatical  letters  from  Blount  to  Ro- 
mayne  were  found  among  the  papers  of  the  latter, 
which  undoubtedly  had  reference  to  the  conspira- 
cy ;  that,  from  his  own  concession,  1  had  concluded 
that  letters  of  more  importance  were  destroyed ; 
that  one  letter  was  found,  among  some  neglected 
papers,  signed  by  Robert  Lis'ton,  at  which  Doctor 
Romayne  discovered  evident  perturbation,  and  that 
this  letter  countenanced  the  conspi  racy.  That  the 
Secretary  of  State,  hearing  I  had  mentioned  this 
circumstance,  intimated  to  me  that  it  was  impro- 
per; that  Mr.  Hod^don  had  done  the  same,  and 
that  I  had  written  him  on  the  subject 

Colonel  Pickerine  said  nothing  to  me  of  the 
effects  a  discovery  of  facts  relative  to  Mr.  Liston's 
letter  would  have  on  the  minds  of  the  people;  he 
said  nothing  of  insuring  the  views  of  the  Grovern- 
ment;  nothing  of  the  bad  policy  of  offending  the. 
British  Minister  or  his  nation,  nor  anything  of 
Great  Britain  being  the  only  friend  we  have. 
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These  ideas  Mr.  Ripley  must  have  mistaken  from 
my  letter  to  Mr.  Hoo^don,  on  the  propriety  of 
wnich  I  did  consult  him,  believing  nim  to  he  a 
young  man  of  confidence,  and  a  friend  to  the  Gk)v- 
ernment.  I  have  not  an  accurate  copy  of  that 
letter,  or  it  should  accompany,  this.  Probably  it 
may  still  be  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Hodgdon ;  if  so,  it 
may  show  the  inconsistency  of  making  Mr.  Pick- 
ering the  author  of  ideas  and  conclusions,  which 
will  there  appear  to  be  the  result  of  my  own  re- 
flections, and  will  evince  the  inaccuracy  of  the 
impressions  left  on  the  mind  of  Mr.  Ripley. 

The  expressions,  "several  inoportant  letters," 
"  positive  proof  that  the  British  Qovernment  was 
at  the  bottom  of  the  conspiracy ;"  "  that  these  let- 
ters offer  rewards  to  those  who  would  engage  in 
the  enterprize ;"  "  rubbish"  and  "  reprimand,"  do 
not  recur  so  familiarly  to  me  as  it  seems  they  did 
to  Mr.  Ripley.    I  disclaim  them. 

No  information  has  been  in  my  possession  which 
has  not  been  delivered  to  the  committee. 

I  expect  to  sail  from  Philadelphia  for  the  coast 
of  Barbary  so  soon  as  the  frigate  fitting  out  for 
the  Dey  or  Algiers  shall  be  rigged  and  equipped. 
This,  Colonel  Pickering  informed  me,  would  be 
the  ensuing  Autumn.  I  shall  repair  to  that  iK)rt 
on  receiving  orders,  and,  immediately  on  arriving 
in  the  city,  will  do  myself  the  honor  to  wait  on 
the  committee. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  great  respect, 
your  most  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 
WILLIAM  EATON. 

Hon.  Mr.  Sitqreaves. 

(V.)        - 
Philadelphia,  Sept.  1, 1797. 

^iR :  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  29th 
July.  The  committee  are  obliged  to  you  for  the 
{>romptitude  of  your  reply.  But  as  the  informa- 
tion of  Mr.  Ripley  has  been  given  on  oath,  and 
will,  of  course,  form  a  part  of  the  body  of  the  tes- 
timony collected  by  tne  committee,  it  is  proper 
that  your  evidence  should  be  accompanied,  as  Tar 
as  is  practicable,  with  equal  solemnity.  It  is^ 
therefore,  the  request  of  the  committee  that  yon 
would  appear  before  some  judicial  character  ol 
the  highest  grade  in  the  vicinity  of  your  residence, 
and  make  a  deposition,  ujwn  oath,  of  your  know- 
ledge relative  to  the  subject-matter  with  which 
the  committee  are  charged,  and  particularly  with 
relation  to  the  facts  deposed  by  Mr.  Ripley. 

Mr.  Thomas  Odiorne  has  also  appeared  before 
the  committee,  and  made  a  dei)osition  correspond- 
ing, in  general,  with  Mr.  Ripley's.  You  will, 
therefore,  be  so  obliging  as  to  include  in  your  nar- 
rative the  subject  of  your  conversations  with  Mr. 
Odiorne  also.  And  you  will  desire  the  magistrate 
who  shall  take  your  deposition  to  forward  it,  un- 
der cover,  to  me. 

This  is  all  that  can  be  done  at  present,  without 
incurring  a  greater  expense,  and  giving  you  more 
trouble  than  the  committee  think  the  occasion 
would  justify.  But  it  is  their  further  request,  that 
when  you  shall  come  to  the  city  of  Philadelphia, 
before  your  departure  for  Africa,  you  will  apprize 
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them  of  your  arrival,  and  make  such  other  or  fur- 
ther deposition  as  they  shall  deem  necessary. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obeaient  servant, 

S.  SITGREAVES,  Chairman. 
Captain  William  Eaton, 

Brimfield,  Massachusetts. 

(W.) 
Springfield,  Sept,  6,  1797. 
Sir  :  I  am  this  morning  honored  with  your  let- 
ter of  the  1st  instant;  mine  of  the  29th  July  con- 
tains my  answer  to  Mr.  Ripley's  deposition,  but 
as  it  cannot  be  admitted  as  evidence.  I  imite  my 
oath  to  the  statement  herewith  enclosed.  I  felt 
astonished  at  the  inconsistency  of  the  letter  sign- 
ed Robert  Liston.  found  among  Romayne's  pa- 
pers, with  the  explanation  of  the  British  Minister 
OQ  tne  subject  or  the  conspiracy,  presented  in  a 
billet  to  the  Secretary  of  State.  The  letter  made 
the  same  impression  on  Messrs.  Harrison,  Giles, 
and  Benbridge,  and,  if  I  discerned  accurately,  the 
committee  were  not  otherwise  impressed.-,.  My 
letter  to  Mr.  Hodgdon  on  this  subject  is  expres- 
sive of  my  feelings.  That  letter  I  read  to  Ripley 
and  Odiome,  the  former  of  whom  had  been  a  can- 
didate for  an  Executive  appointment  under  (Gov- 
ernment^ and  told  me  he  had  experienced  the 
friendship  of  Mr.  Pickerinfi^ ;  the  latter  was  soli- 
citing a  place  in  some  puUic  office — both  profes- 
sedly friends  to  the  Executive  measures,  and  both 
had  plighted  their  faith  and  honor  to  keep  my 
confidence.  I  am  informed  by  my  friend  Byers, 
that  both,  in  violation  of  that  faith  and  honor,  and 
of  truth,  also,  have  since  aggravated  this  informa- 
tion to  the  Spanish  Minister.  I  knew  the  voung 
men  in  embarrassed  circcunstances,  but  believed 
their  honesty  impregnable.  Feeling  for  the  disap- 
pointment of  Ripley  (for  he  had  formed  sanguine 
expectations)  in  not  obtaining  the  appointment  to 
the  Consulship  of  Tripoli,!  requested  that  he 
would  accept  a  room  and  lodgings  in  my  house, 
and  the  use  of  my  library,  to  qualify  himself  for 
the  practice  of  the  law,  with  an  attorney  who  lives 
near  me,  and  that  he  would  use  my  name  to  ob- 
tain such  credit  as  would  be  necessary  in  the  pros- 
ecution of  his  studies,  till  the  avails  of  business 
would  enable  him-  to  refund  his  expenses.  He  did, 
with  seeming  gratitude,  accept  the  offer,  but  has 
aince  passed  through  my  neighborhood,  I  am  told, 
without  calling  on  me.  I  can  no  other  way  ac- 
count for  this  neglect  than  by  a  conjecture  that 
ESADT  MONEY  has  diverted  mm  from  his  resolu- 
tions, and  this,  indeed,  is  uncharitable.  Mr.  Odi- 
ome has  at  least  been  a  spectator  in  all  these 
transactions,  and  has  not  less  experienced  my 
friendship.  I  would  not,  sir,  ask  your  condescen- 
sion to  tne  perusal  of  these  individual  concerns, 
did  they  not  tend  to  show  the  relation  in  which 
these  deponents  should  consider  themselves  with 
me,  and  that,  to  a  violation  of  good  faith,  they 
have  added  ingratitude. 

With  great  respect.  I  have  the  honor  to  remain, 
air,  your  most  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 
WILLIAM  EATON. 
Hon.  Mr.  Sitqreaves. 


(No.  1.) 
Philadelphia,  February  9, 1797. 
Dear  Sir  :  I  persevere  in  my  detennination  re- 
specting a  certain  business,  as  expressed  to  you  at 
New  York.    I  am  without  the  expected  letter  from 
you.    If  you  have  anything  worth  communicating 
comes  to  your  knowledge,  I  beg  the  favor  to  receive 
it  as  early  as  possible. 
And  am,  with  the  sincerest  esteem, 

WILLIAM  BLOUNT. 

Doctor  RoMAYNE,  New  York, 
(Free.)    William  Blount. 


(No.  2.) 
New  York,  February  10, 1797. 

Mt  Dear  Sir  :  I  should  have  written  von  be- 
fore, but  I  have  not  been  able  to  learn,  till  latdy, 
that  nothing  has  come  from  Mr.  King  to  any  per- 
sons in  this  city :  I  now  know  that  to  be  the  case. 

Our  news  from  Europe  you  have  in  the  pablie 
papers.  You  see  with  what  earnestness  the  Brit- 
ish loan  has  filled,  and  you  see  with  what  bold- 
ness Bonaparte  fights.  There  are  no  omens  of 
peace.  Tne  Directory  agree  to  the  terms  of  com- 
position, yet  they  do  not  mean  to  give  up  Flanders 
and  the  parts  of  Germany  South  of  the  Rhine^ 
which  are  now  incorporated  with  the  Republic, 
one  and  indivisible.  They  can  only  meai>  to  give 
up  some  of  the  conquests  in  Italy.  These  terms 
will  not  suit  the  British  as  yet,  and  I  am  fully  per- 
suaded that  the  war  will  go  on  with  increasing 
violence,  for  it  will  become  more  and  more  na- 
tional. I  have  reflected  much,  since  you  lefl  me, 
respecting;  our  plans  to  the  Southward ;  and  the 
more  I  think  on  them,  the  more  important  they 
appear  to  me  in  their  consequences.  The  packet 
sails  on  Tuesday,  and  I  shall  begin  to  write  this 
evening  fully  on  the  subiect,  giving  assurance  that 
the  friend  we  contemplate  will  go  over  in  May. 
I  am  sure  of  success,  from  a  variety  of  circum- 
stances, and  am  sure  I  am  not  too  sanguine. 

I  am  really  anxious  to  go  on  to  Philadelphia  to 
see  you  for  a  few  days,  but  I  am  detainca  here. 
The  man  from  whom  I  had  to  receive  twelve  hun- 
dred dollars  the  20th  of  this  month  has  failed: 
I  have  sureties,  but  they  will  not  pay  without 
being  sued,  and  the  question  is,  whether  I  must  not 
give  time.  I  have  nearly  the  like  sum  due  the  1st 
of  March,  which  I  must  also  endeavor  to  secure, 
for  I  know  I  shall  not  obtain  payment. 

To  add  to  my  disappointment,  I  shall  lose  £150 
for  house-rent,  from  the  misfortunes  of  my  ten- 
ants. 

I  trust  and  hope  you  are  of  the  same  mind  you 
were  about  going  to  the  Eastward.  I  am  collect* 
ing  all  the  facts  I  can  to  furnish  you,  and  you  will 
no  doubt  do  the  same.  Pray  let  me  hear  from 
you  soon. 

I  am,  with  perfect  consideration,  your  assured 
friend, 

NICHOLAS  ROMAYNE. 

The  Hon.  Wm.  Blount,  Esq., 

Senator  of  the  U.  S,,  Philadelpkia. 
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(No.  3.) 
New  York,  March  3, 1797. 

I  have  only  this  moment,  my  dear  friend,  re- 
ceived your  letters  of  the  9th  and  16th  ultimo,  and 
I  am  to  censure  myself  very  much  for  not  having 
called  at  the  post  office  before. 

I  am  happj  you  continue  in  your  sentiments  on 
a  certain  point ;  you  may  be  assured  it  is  every- 
thing to  you  and  me.  With  respect  to  peace,  be 
assured  it  is  very  distant,  notwithistanding  what  is 
said.  It  is  impossible,  under  present  circumstan- 
ces, any  accommodation  can  take  place,  or  peace 
continue  for  nine  months^ 

There  are  letters  here  from  Mr.  Monroe.  His 
opinion  is  that  of  peace,'but  I  know  it  is  founded 
on  a  supposition  that  England  must  yidd,  in  every 

Soint,  to  France.  There  are  letters  from  Mr.  K 5 
e  writes  with  caution.  The  only  thing  he  says, 
18.  that  the  Minister's  mode  for  a  loan  is  not  pop- 
ular ;  but  the  result  shows  that  Mr.  Pitt  has  gamed 
his  object. 

With  respect  to  myself^  I  am  preparing  all  my 
business  to  follow  you.  We  are  here  very  mucn 
jierplexed  in  money  matters.  The  one  note  I  men- 
tioned to  you  is  already  protested,  and  I  have  ano- 
ther xiue  to-morrow,  wnich  will  also  be  protested : 
by  giving  time  they  will  be  secured  to  me.  Pray 
let  me  hear  from  you  by  return  of  post,  and  what 

time  you  will  set  out  for ^  when  you  leave 

Philadelphia,  d^c. 

Present  me  to  your  lady  and  family,  and  be  as- 
sured of  the  sentiments  of  esteem  with  which  I 
have  the  honor  to  be  your  obliged  servant  and 
friend, 

NICHOLAS  ROMAYNB. 
The  Hon.  Wm.  Blount,  Esq.. 

Senaior  of  the  U.  <Sf.,  Philadelphia, 

(No.  4.) 
Philadelphia,  Thiesday^  March  7, 1797. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  have  before  told  you  that  I  per- 
sisted in  the  plan  of  going  to  London,  and  I  now 
repeat  it  to  you ;  but  from  what  part  of  America 
I  shall  take  my  passage  is  uncertam ;  and  I  fear  it 
will  not  be  convenient  to  take  it  from  New  York. 
Hence  seems  to  me  to  arise  a  necessity  that  I  should 
see  you  before  my  departure  from  this  place. 

Can't  you  come  here  on  the  last  of  this  week, 
and  spend  a  few  days,  when  and  where  you  and 
isyself  can  talk  things  over  once  more  ?  I  shall 
expect  your  answer  as  early  as  may  be. 

With  the  sincerest  esteem,  your  friend, 

WILLIAM  BLOUNT. 
(Free.)    William  Blount. 

Doctor  RoBi ATNE,  New  York. 

(No.  5.) 
New  York,  March  8, 1797. 
My  Dear  Sir  :  I  have  acknowled^  your  favors 
of  February  last  week ;  since  that  time,  I  have  not 
had  tfie  plearare  of  a  line  from  you  respecting  your 
future  operations.  The  last  letters  from  Holland 
speak  of  peace  as  out  of  the  question,  and  that  there 


will  surely  be  another  campaign.  I  do  not  find 
that  the  death  of  the  Empress  of  Russja  will  have 
much  effect  on  the  present  politics  of  Europe.  The 
same  Ministers  will  be  continued ;  and  if  the  new 
Emperor  will  not  meddle  with  State  affairs,  his 
life  will  be  continued  to  him ;  otherwise  he  will 
be  destroyed,  and  his  wife  will  reign.  Indeed, 
from  late  accounts,  it  is  suspected  that  some  revo- 
lutionary movements  are  to  be  apprehended.  There 
is  a  very  high  aristocracy  in  Russia,  and  they  will, 
with  much  difficulty,  submit  to  the  control  of  a 
sovereign.  The  Bears,  it  seems,  prefer  to  be  gov- 
erned by  a  woman. 

I  do  not  hear  anything  from  England.  A  packet 
is  hourly  ezpectea  with  the  January  mail.  I  shall 
write  you  if  anything  occurs. 

I  have  read  Mr.  Adams's  speech.  I  expect  the 
greatest  part  of  his  administration  will  consist  of 
speeches  and  orations,  I  fear  much  that  on  Sat- 
urday commenced  an  era  not  very  propitious  to 
our  country.  The  most  that  can  be  expected 
from  Mr.  Adams  will  be  a  negative  Ma^strate. 
But  it  appears  as  if  he  does  not  mean  to  give  any 
tone  to  the  Grovemment,  but  to  be  led  by  the  Sen- 
ate and  House  of  Representatives.  Money  is  very 
scarce  here,  indeed ;  and  it  is  said  there  are  very 
great  sacrinces  of  all  kinds  of  property  making 
every  day  at  auction  at  the  Coffee  House.  Mr. 
Macomb  has  purchased  some  North  Carolina  lands 
here  at  ten  cents  per  acre,  said  to  be  of  food  qual- 
ity. Pennsylvania  lands  are  offered  nere  at  a 
quarter  of  a  dollar,  said  to  be  ^ood  lands.  R.  Mor- 
ris's notes  are  at  one  shillinp;  in  the  pound.  I  have 
much  reason  to  suppose  that  these  matters  wiU 
not  mend,  as  bills  on  London  are  risinfi^,  and  our 
commerce  getting  more  and  more  embarrassed. 
I  wish  your  opinion  respecting  the  value  of  Mor- 
ris's notes,  and  respecting  lands  for  a  friend  of 
mine  here. 

I  am,  with  perfect  consideration,  very  entirely 
yours, 

NICHOLAS  ROMAYNE. 

The  Hon.  Wm.  Blount,  Esq.,  PhiTa, 


(No.  6.) 
New  York,  March  9, 1797. 

Mt  Dear  Sir  :  I  have  just  received  your  favor 
of  the  7th  instant,  and  am  extremely  sorry  that 
my  sister's  indisposition  will  prevent  me  gomf  on 
to  Philadelphia  at  the  time  you  have  appointed. 

Your  voyage  will  be  very  interesting  to  us  both, 
and  of  the  highest  consequence  to  certain  opera- 
tions. I  have  therefore  thought  much  about  the 
most  eligible  mode  for  you  to  go.  I  have  con* 
eluded,  in  my  own  mind,  that  it  would  be  best  to 
embark  for  Amsterdam  or  Hamburg,  and  for  a 
guinea  you  can  always  be  landed  in  the  Channel 
by  fishing  boats,  who  are  in  great  numbers  on  the 
coast.    In  this  way  all  — -  will  be  done  away 

you  can  go  very  privately  from  thb  or  Phit 

adelphiaj  and  you  will  have  a  much  better  choice 
of  shipping.  At  any  rate  yon  must  not  go  from 
the  Southward  in  a  vessel  with  naval  stores — you 
will  be  subject  to  too  many  chances  of  capture. 
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Another  considefation  of  moment  is,  that  I  wish 
you  to  see  answers  to  the  letters  I  have  written, 
pecause  there  may  be  some  disposition  to  be  made 
in  consequence  ot  them.  Let  me  know  when  you 
leave  Philadelphia,  and  if  you  go  to  Washington 
or  Enoxville.  It  surely  will  be  convenient  for 
you  to  go  from  the  Northward,  and  I  hope  your 
arrangements  will  enable  you  to  set  out  the  beg^in- 
ning  of  May.  My  opinion  is  much  for  your  going 
from  this  or  Philaaelphia,  as  I  have  mentione£ 
I  shall  inquire  respecting  shipping,  and  give  you 
information  in  my  next. 

Yours,  affectionately. 

NICHOLAS  ROMAYNE. 

The  Hon.  Wm.  Blount,  Esq.,  PhWa. 

(No.  7.) 
Philadelphia,  March  11, 1797. 
Dear  Sir:  Yesterday  I  received  your  letter  of 
the  8th,  and  to-day  that  of  the  9th  instant.  I  re- 
^et  that  I  could  not  have  had  the  pleasure  of  see- 
ing you  at  this  place  before  my  departure  for  the 
Southward,  which  will  now  be  in  a  few  days,  and 
particularly  the  cause  which  has  prevented  your 
coming.  Yet,  I  hes  you  to  continue  to  address 
such  letters  as  you  shall  write  me  on  or  before  the 
23d  of  March,  to  this  place,  as  to  that  day  they 
will  reach  me  free  of  postage,  and  I  shall  direct 
the  postmaster  how  to  forward  them  to  me ;  and 
before  that  day  I  will  advise  how  to  address  me 
after  that  time.  My  business,  at  present,  to  the 
Southward  is  such  that  I  cannot  give  more  par- 
ticular instructions  to  you  at  this  time.  I  snalj 
certainly  attempt  to  carry  our  plan  into  execu- 
tion, and  shall  see  yoa  at  New  York,  or  some 
other  convenient  place,  before  my  departure  for 
Europe,  early  in  May.  Mrs.  Blount  is  so  impor- 
tunate to  go  to  Knoxville  this  spring,  that  I  have 
not  yet  been  able  to  say  I  am  not  going  there  with 
her ;  hence,  perhaps,  you  may  hear  I  am  gone  to 
Tennessee;  but  hear  what  you  will,  rest  assured 
I  am  steady  and  determined  to  our  purposes.  Pray 
let  me  hear  from  you  often,  and,  on  my  part,  I 
promise  to  you  to  Keep  you  well  advised  of  my 
movements.  In  the  meantime,  be  assured  that  lam, 
with  very  sincere  esteem,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.B. 

Doctor  ROMATNE. 

(No.  8.) 
New  York,  March  11, 1797. 

Mt  Dear  Sir  :  I  regret  very  much,  indeed,  that 
I  have  not  had  it  in  my  power  to  ^o  on  to  Phila- 
delphia to  meet  you  as  I  so  sincerdy  wish ;  but  I 
must  communicate  my  sentiments  as  they  occur. 

You  know  my  sentiments  are,  that  no  peace 
can  take  place  in  Europe  for  some  years — certainly 
not  this  century — at  least  such  is  my  opinion.  I 
am.  sure  I  cannot  be  wrong  that  peace  is  not  at 
hand.  You  are,  therefore,  to  consider  if  the  ob- 
ject we  have  proposed  is  not  of  greater  moment 
the  more  it  is  considered.  I  have  mentioned  to 
you  in  my  la&t  letter  my  wishes  that  you  should 
go  in  an  Amsterdam  or  a  Hamburg  vessel,  even 


in  one  bound  to  Frances  if  she  goes  up  Channel, 
in  preference  to  any  other  mode.  I  nave  made 
the  necessary  inquiries,  and  I  am  told  there  will 
be  good  ships  going  from  this  in  May,  though 
none  are  specified — you  will  be  at  no  loss  from 
this  port 

I  must  communicate  to  you  two  sentimeiits 
which  are  strongly  impressed  on  my  mind :  The 
one  is,  that  you  he  not  seen  or  known  in  any  eon^ 

mercial  or  land  speculation  in ,  for  it  will  be 

of  immense  disadvantage  if  known^  in  respeet  to 
your  other  business,  as  long  as  that  is  pending ;  if 
you  have  any  views  that  way,  let  it  go  through 
your  brothers  to  Captain  Laurence,  who  is  knowA 
to  them,  and  is  a  good  man,  or  Mr.  Mullet — this  I 
wish  to  impress  very  much  on  your  mind.  The 
second  is,  that  I  have  reason  to  believe  there  is  m 

rirsonal  dislike  in  Mr.  King  towards  you ;  and 
think  it  absolutely  necessary  that  the  objects  we 
contemplate  be  kept  from  him,  Upon  this  head. 
then,  we  are  to  be  prepared  and  armed,  and  I  shall 
throw  sentiments  of  that  kind  in  all  myr  letters  to 
keep  the  business  from  King,  and  to  anticipate  his 
conduct. 

This  is  all  that  occurs  to  me  now.  As  yoo 
know  my  opinions  respecting  the  continuaDce  of 
the  war,  you  must  know  what  are  the  prospects 
of  things  in  the  United  States.  I  think  they  will 
not  be  very  flattering.  You  who  are  at  the  head 
of  things  must  have  a  great  opportunity  of  know- 
ing how  things  will  be^  Let  me  hear  from  yoa 
soon,  for  I  am  very  anxious  to  know  your  fiitare 
determination,  as  it  must  very  much  govern  mine. 
Yours,  affectionately, 

NICHOLAS  ROMAYNE. 
The  Hon.  Wm.  Blount,  Esq., 

Senate  of  the  U.  S,,  Philadelphia, 

(No.  9.) 
New  York,  March  15, 1797. 

Mt  Dear  Sir  :  I  have  this  day  received  your 
letter  of  the  11th  instant.  I  do  not  know  that  I 
shall  write  you  after  the  23d  on  the  subjects  we 
contemplate,  because  the  utmost  caution  is  neces- 
sary for  us  both  to  observe.  The  ffreat  point  is 
now  decided,  and  will  corroborate  the  opinions  I 
gave  you.  that  the  war  will  go  on ;  and  von  may 
depend  it  will,  for  some  years,  with  a  uegree  of 
acrimony  and  horror  not  to  be  described.  This. 
then,  is  fixing  one  point  in  this  state  of  things,  it 
you  and  I  can  benefit  ourselves,  and  be  at  tke 
same  time  of  service  to  our  fellow  creatures,  we 
ouffht  to  do  it. 

I  find  that  Hamilton  and  our  politicians  here 
are  very  averse  to  the  French  beins  in  our  neigh- 
bor hood,  and  are  equally  so  that  Siere  shoohl  be 
any  change ;  I  am  very  cautious  and  circumspect, 
but  I  ^et  all  the  opinions  I  can.  In  our  business 
we- will  have  nothing  but  enemies  here ;  ther^ore 
the  utmost  reserve  is  required.  I  shall  give  out 
that  I  mean  to  visit  some  of  the  States,  and  then 
sit  down  and  practice  physic  here.  I  think  that 
will  kill  all  suspicion  about  my  being  engaged  in 
any  political  matters.  In  my  last  letter  igmre 
you  some  ideas  of  King,  and  of  not  being  seen  in 
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any  business  in  a  certain  place^  so  as  to  appear  a 

pure,  dignified  political  character  let  me 

know  if  these  letters  have  reached .    I  never 

was  so  confident  of  success  in  my  life  of  any  busi- 
ness, as  I  am  in  this  of  our  contemplation. 

I  wish  to  impress  on  your  mind  very  much  the 
idea  of  secrecy  in  our  business,  and  not  to  confide 
in  any  one,  for  it  may  be  of  material  disadvantage 
to  us.  This,  perhaps,  may  be  of  moment  for  you 
to  consider,  thiBit  every  means  should  be  used  in  the 
Tennessee,  Kentucky,  dbc.,  to  give  every  assurance 
that  a  certain  country  is  certainly  ceded  to  France. 
That  of  course  all  {iroperty  in  these  countries  will 
be  of  no  value,  as  it  will  be  in  the  neighborhood 
of  a  hostile  and  warlike  people  who  will  favor  the 
liberation  of  all  the  slaves.  As  landed  property 
must  fall  in  these  United  States,  it  is  well  to  five 
it  this  turn  among  the  Western  people ;  it  wiU  be 
well  to  say  that  the  mouth  and  navigation  of  a 
certain  river  wiU.  be  shut  against  all  Americans. 
It  might  answer  to  get  some  meetinc^  of  the  people 
to  instruct  Congress  against  the  French  getting 
the  Spanish  cession,  d^c.  You  may  inflame  the 
minds  of  the  people  in  a  certain  way.  so  as  not  to 
let  out  any  or  our  plan,  and  yet  put  things  in  such 
a  situation  as  will  make  our  plan,  when  it  takes 
place,  appear  as  a  salvation  of  the  people,  or  as 
"  Common  Sense"  was  in  1776,  for  ground  must 
be  prepared  before  seed  will  bear  properly ;  all  the 
fermentation  you  can  make  to  the  Southward, 
respecting  the  change  of  possession,  &c.,  the  bet- 
ter ;  when  it  is  in  your  hands  it  will  be  well  done. 
With  respect  to  tne  United  States  we  are  to  be 
pissed  upon  and  degraded,  or  I  am  deceived. 

If  anjf  new  ideas  should  occur,  I  will  write  to 
you  again — in  the  meantime  we  have  no  time  to 
lose,  ^ou  must  positively  be  all  expedition ;  I 
am  fearful  you  will  hardly  have  time  to  visit  the 
Tennessee,  and  yet  it  may  be  very  necessary. 

Adieu :  God  bless  you  and  preserve  you.  wherever 
you  be. 

Tour  affectionate  friend. 

NICHOLAS  ROMAYNE. 

The  Hon.  Wm.  Blount,  Esq., 
.    Senate  of  the  U,  S.,  Philadelphia. 

What  would  you  think  of  my  writing  certain 

Sieces  for  the  Knoxville  Gazette,  &c,7    Burn  or 
estroy  my  letters. 

(No.  9.  A.) 

11°  Jdnio,  1797. 

Mui  SenorMio:  Por  oualquiera  accidente  que 
sea  que  la  carta  incluida  fui  descubierta.  lo  cierto 
es  que  debo  k  enviarla  k  v.  m.  por  ventuira.  sea  un 
eslabon  de  la  cadeba  execrabile  conque  los  ene- 
migos  callados  de  nuestra  patria  esparaban  ft  des- 
honrarla. 

Diome  esta  carta  un  amigo  de  mi,  y  de  mi  pa- 
tria, en  cuyas  manos  echaba  por  acaso,  y  porque 
sospechaba  k  essa  carta  de  estar  el  descubrimiento 
de  una  especulacion  de  tierra,  conservola  pari  si, 
sin  relacion  ft  las  razones  de  estado. 

B.  L.  M.  de  V.  M. 

El  enemigo  eterno  de  cada  influencia  estrangera. 

Sr.  Dt>n  T.  Pickering. 


N.  B.  Escribo  con  el  espaflol,  aunque  incor- 
rectemente,  porque  es  mui  incognito,  y  en  razon 
de  que  soi  rodeado  de  los  otros. 

(translation.) 

June  11, 1797. 

Sir  :  By  what  accident  the  enclosed  was  disco- 
vered, it  is  certain  that  I  should  send  it  -to  you. 
Perhaps  it  may  be  a  link  of  the  execrable  chain 
with  which  the  secret  enemies  of  our  country  h9pe 
to  dishonor  it. 

A  friend  of  mine,  and  of  my  country,  gave  me 
this  letter.  It  came  to  his  hands  by  accident,  and 
as  he  suspected  that  it  was  the  discovery  of  a  land 
speculation,  he  preserved  it  for  himself,  without 
re^rd  to  reasons  of  State. 

Your  most  obedient  servant,  an  eternal  enemy 
to  every  foreign  influence. 

Timothy  Pickering,  Esq. 

(No.  10.) 
New  York,  March  17, 1797. 

My  Dear  Sir  :  Yesterday  I  acknowledged  your  * 
last  favor  that  came  to  hand,  and  jgave  you  some  ^ 
ideas  respecting  impressing  certain  facts  on  the 
minds  of  the  Western  people.  I  can  only  repeat 
to  you,  that  it  mi^ht  be  well  in  you  to  advocate 
the  Spaniards  holding  their  present  possessions, 
as  most  advantageous  to  the  Western  people,  ana 
committees  or  meetings  ou^ht  to  be  held  to  request 
Congress  to  take  the  business  in  hand,  and  re- 
monstrate against  the  French  people,  that  if  they 
do  get  possession,  they  will  oblige  the  Western 
people  to  come  into  all  their  measures  and  ca- 
prices, or  they  will  shut  up  the  navigation— they 
will  sow  discord  among  the  people,  and  the  value 
of  lands  and  all  property  will  be  greatly  reduced. 

These  facts  and  probabilities  may  be  enlarged 
upon  in  such  manner  as  will  best  suit  our  pur- 
poses. 

The  time  is  fast  approaching  in  which  some- 
thing must  be  absolutely  done.  We  have  not 
more  than  six  weeks  time.  I  have  spoken  to  my 
sister  about  my  visiting  Europe — as  yet  she  will 
not  consent,  but  if  you  can't  go,  and  you  think 
that  you  are  immediately  necessary  to  make  ar- 
rangements in  the  Tennessee,  &c.,  then  I  will  en- 
deavor to  go  myself  if  you  can't.  I  know  that 
you  will  be  more  important  in  Europe  than  I — so 
you  are  here — for  I  must  be  a  nullity  till  you  re- 
turn. In  the  meantime  think  what  will  be  neces- 
sary ;  act  for  the  best,  and  let  me  hear  from  yoa 
early  on  this  last  subject  At  any  event  we  most 
meet  the  beginning  of  May,  and  then  determine. 
Keep  yourself  prepared  to  go  and  I  will  do  the 
same. 

Your  affectionate  friend. 

The  Hon.  Wm.  Blount,  Esq., 

Senate  of  the  U.  S.,  Philadelphia. 

(No.  11.) 
Philadelphia,  ilfarc4  17, 1797. 
Sir:  On  a  further  investigation  of  my  busi- 
ness—after  your  departure  from  here — it  is  insisted 
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on  my  going  to  urope  instantly ;  therefore,  I  saile 
to-morrow  at  9  o'clock.  I  shall  expect  to  see  you 
very  soone.  Every  thing  promises  fair — Don't 
fail! — come  soone. 

JOHN  CHISHOLM. 
The  Hon.  Wm.  Blount,  Baltimore — if  he  is 
left  Baltimer  to  be  forward  to  Alexandria,  Virginia. 

(No.  11  A  ) 
Philadelphia,  March  17, 1797. 
Dear  Jack  :  I  now  tell  you  in  Earnest  that,  at 
nine  o'clock  to-morrow.  I  go  on  board  the  Ship 
favorite,  &  saile  for  Old  England— Rejected  by 
the  u  S—I  now  steere  for  forein  Climes— I  wish 
you  well  most  sencerdy — and  dam  all  the  rest  I 
pray— Dam  C:  D.  H.  and  S.  D.— B.  H.— The 
honorable  S :  Cr.  W. — the  loss  of  on  is  the  choice 
of  20  and  the  gaines— of  2 — to  be  plaine  Jack — I 
will  conquer  or  be  Damd.    Let  me  be  serious  to 
you  pr.  fear  I  may  neaver  see  you  permit  me  to 
tell  you  that  from  my  hart  &,  soule  I  cencerely 
wish  you  well — &  Eaver  shall  Esteem  you  for 
,  your  Conduct  whilst  in  Philadelphia! — Wher  hon- 
,  esty  and  vertue — is  no  Recomendation — I  am  De- 
termined to  Dey  or         ■    after  I  arrive  in  Urope 
I  will  write  you — My  love  to  Daveson  Lovely 
and  old  Mrs.  Miller — farewell. 

JOHN  CHISHOLM. 
Colonel  John  McKee,  Teleco  Block-House,  State 
of  Tennessey,  via  Knoxville  Post. 

(No.  11  B.) 

Deer  Rogers — I  am  gone  to  England — you^ 
ELno  for  what — give  love  to  all  my  Indian  friends 
^-hold  yourself  Ready  Keep  everything  secret  & 
keep  up  there  spirits — I  go  to-morrow — Let  Slig- 
ins  ana  Gtreeson  kno  what  they  may  exppect  and 
that  they  see  me  Cluick  af^r  my  Return — My 
friend  keep  your  secret  and  mine. 

Pheladelphia 

17th  March,  1797.        JOHN  CHISHOLM. 
Captain  John  Rogers,  in  the  Cherokee  nation, 

Big  Creek — To  the  care  of  Ignatious  Chisholm, 

Knoxville. 


(No.  12.) 
New  York,  March  21, 1797. 
Mv  Dear  Friend  :  I  have  not  been  in  town  for 
some  days  past  to  see  if  there  be  any  letters  in  the 
post-office  for  me  from  you — but  I  snail  see  to-day. 
I  have  hinted  to  you  in  my  last  that  I  would  go 
myself  upon  the  business  we  contemplate^  if  it 
met  your  approbation,  and  you  should  thmk  it 
most  proper.  My  determination  has  been  founded 
upon  the  necessity  of  a  person  going  soon — to  set 
out  certainly  the  beginning  of  May — and  I  did 
not  know  that  you  would  be  fully  in  readiness ;  a 
second  reason  is,  that  I  am  sure  that  our  plans 
will  succeed,  and  that  there  will  be  no  need  of 
ffreat  talents  in  the  business ;  confidence  is  all ;  a 
third  reason  is  that  yoii  may  be  advantageously 
engaged  in  this  country  in  my  absence,  whereas  if 
I  remain  I  can  do  nothing.   I  have  an  opinion  that 


your  presence  here  is  essential  to  our  business ;  all 
this  business  is,  however,  submitted  to  you,  and 
you  must  let  me  know  your  mind  soon.  The 
firreat  question  is,  whether  we  should  have  a  meet- 
ing before  you  set  out  from  Philadelphia  or  after 
you  return  from  the  Tennessee.  I  would  prefer 
the  latter,  because  you  will  know  better  how  the 
land  lies.  You  are,  however,  to  judge  upon  the 
subject. 

From  the  last  accounts  from  Europe,  England 
will  be  hard  run ;  she  must  make  great  exertions 
to  save  Portugal. 

I  shall  make  every  arrangement  in  my  affairs  to 
set  out  from  this  as  early  as  possible. 
Yours,  affectionately, 

NICHOLAS  ROMAYNE. 

The  Hon.  William  Blount,  Esq.. 

Senate  oj  the  U,  S.,  Philadelphia. 

(No.  13.)    . 
New  York,  March  22, 17»7. 

My  Dear  Sir  :  Lest  the  letter  I  sent  on  yes- 
terday should  miscarry,  I  send  you  this  as  a  dupli- 
cate.  I  do  not  know;  that  anything  can  occur  that 
will  make  it  requisite  for  me  to  write  you  again 
before  1  have  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you. 

I  stated  to  you  in  my  last  two  letters  that,  if  it 
met  your  approbation,  I  should  have  no  objection 
to  cross  the  water  mvself.  It  is  necessary  some 
one  should  go  on  the  ousiness  soon,  and  I  suppose 
you  will  not  be  in  readiness.  I  now  believe  tal- 
ents will  not  be  wanting ;  a  person  of  confidence 
is  all  that  will  be  required.  I  think,  therefore,  iT 
I  go,  you  can  be  very  usefully  engaged  here  in 
my  absence,  while  nothing  can  be  done  by  me» 
Tne  only  difficulty  that  occurs  is  my  sister ;  we 
must,  therefore,  be  both  in  readiness — the  one  to 
go  if  the  other  can't — and  I  hope  to  see  you  here 
the  last  of  April  with  certainty. 

There  are  despatches  here  from  Mr.  Pinckne^, 
at  Paris,  and  they  are  gone  on  to  the  new  Presi-^ 
dent.  It  is  supposed  here  that  Congress  will  be 
immediately  called,  and  that  it  is  probable  an  em- 
bargo will  be  laid,  and  a  new  Minister  sent  to 
Prance — at  least,  an  Envoy  Extraordinary — I  am, 
therefore,  the  more  anxious  about  our  arrange- 
ments, lest  the  embargo  should  be  laid  and  Uie 
season  lost  to  us.  Your  presence  here,  therefore^ 
about  the  last  of  April  will  be  highly  necessary. 

The  news  from  Europe  shows  with  certamty^ 
that  the  war  will  continue  and  perhaps  with  more 
acrimony  than  ever.  England,  I  tim  persuaded, 
will  be  hard  run,  but  if  she  acts  with  boldness  ana 
firmness,  she  will  gain,  I  am  fully  persuaded,  the 
day. 

We  have  no  news  here  of  moment.  Our  Le- 
^stature  is  adjourned.  All  people  are  hard  ma 
for  money.  Your  friend,  Mr.  Burr,  has  returned 
to  the  law  and  now  practises  in  our  courts.  There 
will  be  great  and  wonderful  changes  in  the  cir^ 
cumstances  of  people  here  in  the  course  of  three 
or  four  years.  Our  merchants  are  under  very 
serious  alarms  on  account  of  the  French  cruisers* 
Our  commerce,  if  unprotected,  will  be  very  much 
diminished,  and  yet  it  is  hard  to  say  it  can  be 
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done.  I  hope  this  letter  will  yet  find  you  in  Phil- 
adelphia, and  that  I  may  have  your  ideas  about 
my  visiting  Europe.  If  you  think  it  will  be  best 
I  will  make  every  preparation  and  every  exertion ; 
and,  as  the  time  is  very  short,  I  am  anxious  for 
your  sentiments.  Pray,  therefore,  write  me  as 
soon  as  you  can. 

I  am,  in  cnreat  tr^th,  sincerely  yours, 

NICHOLAS  ROMAYNE. 

I  suggested  to  you  in  my  letter  ofyesterday 
our  meeting  before  you  went  to  the  Tennessee, 
but  I  have  expressed  a  wish  that  it  may  be  after, 
as  you  may  survey  things  and  know  matters  bet- 
ter thanyou  can  at  present. 

The  Hon.  William  Blount,  Esq., 

Senate  of  the  U.  8.,  Philadelphia. 

(No.  14.) 
Col.  Kino's  Iron  Works, 

April  21, 1797. 

Dear  Caret  :  I  wished  to  have  seen  you  before 
I  returned  to  Philadelphia,  but  I  am  obliged  to 
return  to  the  session  of  Congress,  which  com- 
mences on  the  15th  of  May. 

Amoni;  other  things  that  I  wished  to  have  seen 
you  about  was  the  business  Captain  Chisholm 
mentioned  to  the  British  Minister,  last  winter,  at 
Philadelphia. 

I  believe,  but  am  not  quite  sure^  that  the  plan 
then  talked  of  will  be  attempted  this  fall,  and  if.it 
is  attempted,  it  will  be  in  a  much  larger  way  than 
then  talied  of,  and  if  the  Indians  act  their  part,  I 
have  no  doubt  but  it  will  succeed.  A  man  of 
consequence  has  gone  to  England  about  the  busi- 
ness :  and  if  he  makes  arrangements  as  he  expects, 
I  shall  myself  have  a  hand  in  the  business,  and 
probably  shall  be  at  the  head  of  the  business  on 
the  part  of  the  British. 

You  are,  however,  to  understand,  that  it  is  not 
yet  quite  certain  that  the  plan  will  be  attempted : 
yet  you  will  do  well  to  keep  things  in  a  proper 
train  for  action  in  case  it  shoidd  be  attempted ; 
and  to  do  so  will  require  all  your  management. 
I  say  will  require  all  your  management,  because, 
you  must  take  care  in  whatever  you  say  to  Rogers 
or  anybody  else,  not  to  let  the  plan  be  discovered 
by  Hawkins,  Dinsmoor,  Borers,  or  any  other  per- 
son in  the  interest  of  the  United  States  nor  Spain. 

If  I  attempt'  this  plan,  I  shall  expect  to  have 
you  and  all  my  Indian  country  and  Indian  friends 
with  me,  but  you  are  now  in  good  business  I  hope, 
and  you  are  not  to  risk  the  loss  of  it  by  saying 
anything  that  will  hurt  you,  until  you  again  near 
from  me.  Where  Captain  Chisholm  is  I  do  not 
know,  I  left  him  in  Philadelphia,  in  March,  and 
he  frequently  visited  the  Minister  and  spoke  upon 
the  suDJect;  but  I  believe  he  will  go  into  the 
Creek  nation  by  way  of  South  Carolina  or  Geor- 

f'a.  He  gave  out  he  was  going  to  England,  but 
did  not  believe  him  Among  things  that  you 
mav  safely  do,  will  be  to  keep  up  my  consequence 
witn  Watts  and  the  Creeks  and  Cherokees  gene- 
rally f  and  you  must,  by  no  means,  say  anything 
in  favor  of  Hawkins^  but,  as  often  as  you  can 


with  safety  to  yourself,  you  may  teach  the  Creeks- 
to  believe  ne  is  no  better  than  he  should  be.  Any 
power  or  consequence  he  sets  will  be  against  our 
plan.  Perhaps  Rogers,  wno  has  no  office  to  lose, 
IS  the  best  man  to  give  out  talks  against  Hawkins. 
Read  the  letter  to  Rogers,  and  if  you  think  it  heel 
to  send  it  to  him,  put  a  wafer  in  it,  and  forward  it 
to  him  by  a  safe  hand ;  or,  perhaps,  you  had  best 
send  for  him  to  come  to  you,  and  speak  to  htm 
yourself  respecting  the  state  and  prospect  of 
things. 

I  have  advised  you,  in  whatever  you  do,  to  takr 
care  of  yourself.  I  have  now  to  tell  you  to  take- 
care  of  me  too,  for  a  discovery  of  the  plan  woul4 
prevent  the  success,  and  much  injure  all  i)artiet 
concerned.  It  may  be  that  the  Commissionerv 
may  not  run  the  line  as  the  Indians  expect  or 
wish,  and  in  that  case,  it  is  probable  the  Indiau 
may  be  taught  to  blame  me  for  makine;  the  treaty. 

To  such  complaints  against  me,  if  such  thest 
are,  it  may  be  said  by  my  friends  at  proper  tiiaee 
and  places,  that  Douolehead  confirmed  the  treaty( 
with  the  President  at  Philadelphia,  and  receiveil 
as  much  as  five  thousand  dollars  «  year,  to  be  paid 
to  the  nation  over  and  above  the  first  price :  in- 
deed, it  may  with  truth  be  said  that,  though  I 
made  the  treaty,  that  I  made  it  by  the  instructions 
of  the  President,  and,  in  fact,  it  may  with  truth 
be  said,  that  I  was  by  the  President  instructed  to 
purchase  much  more  land  than  the  Indians  would 
a«^ree  to  sell.  This  sort  of  talk  will  be  throwing 
all  the  blame  off  me  upon  the  late  President,  and 
as  he  is  now  out  of  office,  it  will  be  of  no  conse- 
quence how  much  the  Indians  blame  him.  And^ 
among  other  things,  that  may  be  said  for  me  is,  that 
I  was  not  at  the  running  of  the  line,  and  that  if 
I  had  been,  it  would  have  been  more  to  their  satis^ 
faction.  In  short,  you  understand  the  subject,  and 
must  take  care  to  give  out  the  proper  talks  to  xeep 
up  my  consequence  with  the  Creeks  and  Chero- 
kees. Can't  Rogers  contrive  to  get  the  Creeks  to 
desire  the  President  to  take  Hawkins  out  of  the 
nation  ?  for,  if  he  stays  in  the  Creek  nation,  and 
^ets  the  good  will  of  the  nation,  he  can  and  will 
do  jgreat  injury  to  our  plan. 

When  you  have  read  this  letter  over  three  times, 
then  burn  it.    I  shall  be  at  Knoxville  in  July  o^ 
August,  when  I  will  send  for  Watts,  and  give 
him  the  whiskey  I  promised  him. 
I  am.  &.C., 

WM.  BLOUNT. 

The  preceding  letter  was  enclosed  in  a  cover, 
with  the  following  direction,  viz: 

^  No.  1. 

Mr.  James  Carey, 

Tellico  blockhouse. 

(No.  15.) 

Tennessee,  Sullivan  County, 
Cokmel  King's  Iron  Works,  April  21, 1797. 

Dear  Sir  :  As  I  passed  on  from  Philadelphm 
to  this  place,  at  Petersburg  I  saw  a  neero  feUow 
there  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  Wilder.  I  think  he 
is  called  Dread,  and  is  by  trade  a^barber—ywho 
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says  be  belongs  to  you,  and  wishes  to  get  back 
a^in.  The  only  way  you  can  get  him,  is  to  in- 
stitute a  suit  against  Mr.  Wilder,  (for  I  suppose 
he  will  not  deliver  him  without,)  and  make  proof 
of  your  property.  It  remains  for  you  to  deter- 
mine whether  he  is  worth  so  much  trouble  and 
expense,  even  if  the  recovery  was  quite  sure,  and 
althougn  with  roe  there  is  no  doubt  but  the  fel- 
low is  your  property,  yet,  at  such  a  distance,  and 
the  time  he  has  been  out  of  your  possession,  you 
might  fail  in  your  proof,  and  then  the  cost  of  suit 
would  fall  upon  you,  which  would  be  an  addi- 
tioDal  loss  to  that  of  your  negro.  I  give  you  this 
information  to  the  end  that  you  may  act  as  you 
judge  proper  on  the  occasion. 

I  suppose  you  know  that  Captain  Chisholm  in- 
formed tne  of  your  and  his  objects  at  Philadel- 
phia. 

I  tell  you  that  I  am  induced  to  believe  that  plan 
will  go  into  operation,  and  if  it  does,  it  will  be  at- 
tended with  great  success.  You  will  do  well  to 
keep  things  in  a  train,  but  take  care  and  act 
wisely. 

I  am,  with  esteem,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  BLOUNT. 

Mr.  John  Rooebs, 

Care  of  Mr,  James  Carey, 

(No.  16.) 

April  24,  1797. 
Sir  :  I  request  you  to  pay  to  James  Kine,  or 
order,  the  money  due  to  me  for  the  cattle,  ifyou 
have  not  already  paid  it  to  Mr.  McClung  or  my 
brother  Willie.  You  know  the  number  of  the 
cattle,  and  if  you  have  had  good  luck  with  those 
that  survived  the  winter,  you  can  afford  to  allow 
me  a  good  price. 

I  am  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  BLOUNT. 
James  Carey,  Tlellico  Blockhotiae—  Col,  King, 

(No.  17.) 

April  24,  1797. 
Sir  :  If  I  recollect  ri^ht,  I  requested  you  to  pay 
to  my  brother  Willie  tne  money  I  advanced  you 
through  the  hands  of  Mr.  David  Deaderick,  and 
if  you  have  not  so  done,  I  request  you  to  pay  it 
to  James  King,  or  his  order,  who  acts  as  my  at- 
torney in  fact  in  all  cases.  I  hope  your  employ- 
Vkeai  has  or  will  shortly  enable  you  Ito  pay  this 
sum  without  feeling  of  it. 
I  am,  with  esteem,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  BLOUNT. 
Major  Lovely — Colonel  King. 

(No.  18.) 

Philauelphia,  April  28, 1797. 

I  am  much  indebted  to  you,  sir,  for  your  friend- 
W  letter  of  the  14th  of  this  month,  enclosing  one 
from  Mr.  Pulteney,  whose  good  opinion  gives  me 
hish  satisfaction.    (That  letter  is  now  returned.) 

Taking  it  for  granted  that  I  understand  to  what 


business  you  allude,  I  could  wish  to  have  a  full 
explanation  of  your  sentiments  on  the  subject ;  it 
may  be  done  I  tnink,  in  writing ;  you  may  depend 
on  secrecy  and  discretion  on  my  part. 

The  general  sketch  of  what  has  taken  place 
iiere  is,  that  a  person  came  to  me  to  oiake  certain 
important  propositions  of  enterprise,  to  which  I 
listened,  but  said  I  had  no  power  to  act. 

He  appeared  to  be  determined  and  active, 
though  illiterate  and  unfit  to  assume  command. 

He  urged  to  have  my  consent  to  go  to  Europe, 
to  tell  his  own  story ;  to  which  I  consented  (though 
with  some  hesitation)  not  thinking  myself  author- 
ized to  give  a  positive  refusal. 

It  str&es  me  that  if  a  person  of  confidence,  with 
proper  authority  from  home,  were  to  accompany 
him  to  the  scene  of  action,  something  might  pos- 
sibly be  efiected. 

Information  of  every  sort  will  be  faithfully  re- 
ceived. 

N.  B.  I  have  no  intention  pf  sending  my  secre- 
tary anywhere. 

Believe  me,  with  great  truth  and  regard,  sir, 
your  most  obedient  humble  servant 

ROBERT  LISTON. 

Dr.  ROMAYNE. 

(No.  19.) 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  James  Grant  to  William 

Blount,  dated  Havkins^  May  8,  1797. 

^^  Considerable  uneasiness,  I  learn,  prevails  with 
the  citizens  respecting  the  line  which  the  Com- 
missioners seem  determined  to  fix  on ;  I  am  told, 
from  some  experiments  made,  it  leaves  the  whole 
of  Marysville  within  the  Indian  line,  also  a  part 
of  Charles  McClung's  place.  The  thins  is  be- 
coming so  serious,  that  it  is  thought  the  Commis- 
sioners will  defer  marking,  and  procrastinate  the 
business,  under  an  idea  of  searching  for  further 
records  oefore  it  is  made  final.  You  stand  well, 
and  have  the  confidence  of  the  people  where  I 
have  been.  If  Colonel  Cocke  would  go  into  the 
House  of  Representatives,  he  would  mirdly  meet 
any  opposition. 

"News  comes  from  Cumberland  that  the 
British  have  invaded  the  Floridas,  and  blocked 
up  the  Mississippi ;  the  report  has  gained  credit 
whether  true  or  not.  If  anything  should  trans- 
pire, I  should  be  glad  to  bear  it.  Let  me  know 
when  you  come  on  the  day  you  will  be  at  Haw- 
kins, or  Qreene  Court  House. 

J*  I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  humble  servant, 
"JAMES  GRANT. 

"Hon.  William  Blount, 

"  Senator  in  Congress,  Philadelphia,^ 

(No.  20.) 

New  York,  May  12,  1797. 
My  Dear  Sir  :  I  have  received  your  favor  from 
Petersburg.  I  have  serious  thoughts  of  ffoing  to 
Europe  the  middle  of  the  ensuing  week,  but  I 
think  it  will  be  of  moment  for  me  to  see  you.  I 
think  we  may  meet  at  Eliz.  Town ;  you  can  come 
on  J  fix  your  time,  and  I  will  meet  you.    After 
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the  President'sspeech,  very  little  will  be  done  for 
some  days.  "Write  me  immediately  what  had 
best  be  done. 

Yours,  sincerely, 

NICS.  ROMAYNE. 

I  hare  two  letters  from  Sir  W.  Pulteney  on 
the  subject  of  our  business,  but  there  is  nothing 
decisive. 

The  Hon.  William  Blount,  Esq., 
Senate  of  the  United  States,  Philadeiphia, 


(No.  21.) 

New  York,  May  13,  1797. 

My  Dear  Sir  :  I  wrote  you  yesterday  acquaint- 
ing you  of  niy  wishes  that  we  should  have  an  in* 
terview  at  Eliz.  Town ;  but,  upon  reflection,  I 
think  it  would  give  room  to  a  variety  of  false  con- 
jectures, and  therefore  you  had  best  come  on  di- 
rectly to  New  York.,  linformed  Mr.  Jarvis,  who 
is  among  the  inc^uisitive  ones,  that  1  conceived 
you  had  some  business  with  Mr.  Vander  Hewitt, 
and  might  probably  be  in  New  York. 

There  is  a  fine  ship  called  the  Chesapeake, 
which  will  sail  for  Bristol  about  the  middle  of  the 
ensuinff  week ;  at  least  her  sails  are  bent,  and  she 
is  nearly  loaded.  If  I  am  to  visit  Europe,  I  had 
better  go  in  her. 

There  is  some  probability  that  I  may  be  in 
France.  I  will  thank  you  to  procure  for  me  some 
ffood  letters  from  Mr.  Jefferson  and  others.  I 
have  spoken  to  Colonel  Burr  about  a  land  scheme 
between  you  and  me,  and  have  requested  his  at- 
tention in  getting  letters  for  me.  Your  coming 
to  this  place  will  insure  this  business.  There  are 
circumstances  which  will  prevent  my  visiting 
Philadelpha  were  I  so  inclined,  but  you  may  easily 
conceive  how  my  time  is  taken  up  in  preparing 
for  mv  voyage.  I  am  very  earnest  to  see  you ; 
and  it  I  am  to  sail,  there  is  no  time  to  be  lost.  I 
shall  set  myself  in  readiness  to  go  in  twenty-four 
hours"  notice. 

Yours,  affectionately. 

NICS.  ROMAYNE. 
The  Hon.  Willum  Blount,  Esq., 
Senate  of  the  United  States,  Philadelphia. 

(No.  22.) 

New  York,  May  23, 1797. 

Dear  Sir  :  The  ship  in  which  I  intended  to 
have  sailed  for  Europe  left  this  on  Friday.  I 
momentl)r  expected  to  hear  from  you. 

I  have  informed  you  that  I  have  received  two 
letters  on  the  subject  of  the  business,  written  to 
3rou,  and  by  the  packet  I  expect  further  informa- 
tion. This,  and  the  expectation  of  seeing  you, 
retains  me  nere. 

I  have  it  not  in  my  pow^r  to  visit  the  seat  of 
Congress,  and  I  must,  therefore,  expect  the  plea- 
sure of  seeing  you  here,  where  we  can  meet  more 
privately  than  at  any  other  place.  A  variety  of 
conjectures  may  take  place  it  we  meet  in  Jersey. 
Let  me  have  the  pleasure  of  hearing  from  you  as 


soon  as  you  arrive,  and  your  sentiments  on  the 
subject  of  our  meeting. 
I  am,  with  much  sincerity,  affectionately  yours, 

NICS.  ROMAYNE. 
To  the  Hon.  William  Blount,  Esq., 
Senate  United  States,  Philadelphia. 

(No.  23,) 

Knoxville,  May  24, 1797. 

Dear  Sir  :  Seven  days  ago  I  was  with  Carey 
at  Tellico;  handed  him  your  letter  No.  1,  leu 
with  Colonel  King,  and  urged  his  sending  for 
R :  he  will  certainly  do  it. 

The  chiefs  are  calling  out  for  their  old  friend, 
(Governor  Blount,  and  McEee ;  are  much  dissatis- 
fied ;  say  the  new  masters  treat  them  niggardly. 
I  am  assured  they  will  advise  in  their  towns,  and 
send  on  throus^  South  Carolina,  without  the 
knowledge  of  the  Commissioners. 

The  Broom  had  just  come  in  from  Pensacola, 
and  says  he  saw  the  British  land  in  West  Florida, 
with  ordnance,  dbc. 

Watts  and  Doublehead  wish  much  to  see  you. 
Colonel  Hawkins  is  gone  to  Cumberland.  He 
neither  stands  well  with  the  Cit's  or  Indians. 

I  am  your  humble  servant, 

JAMES  GRANT. 

The  Hon.  William  Blount, 

Senator  Congress,  Philadelphia, 

(No.  24.) 

Philaoelphia,  May  29, 1797. 

My  Dear  Sir  :  I  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
your  several  letters,  to  which  I  will  reply  to-mor- 
row. I  beg  you  to  attribute  my  omission  in  an- 
swering sooner  to  anything  but  tne  want  of  respect 
or  esteem  for  you,  both  ofwhich  I  have  cherished 
from  our  earliest  acquaintance,  and  shaU  never 
part  with  but  with  extreme  pain. 

^  WM.  BLOUNT. 

Doctor  RoMATNE,  Neuj  York, 

(No.  25.) 
Philadelphia.  May  31, 1797 
Dear  Sir  :  I  can't  come  to  New  York  to  see 
you,  and  I  much-  want  to  see  you.    Can't  you 
come  to  this  place  to  see  me  ?    I  beg  the  favor  of 
you  to  do  so.    And  if  you  can  come.  I  wish  you 
would  come  this  week.    To  see  each  other  iace 
to  face  it  would  be  best ;  and  to  a  man  of  your 
abilities  and  observation  a  journey  to  this  place 
cannot  be  lost. 
I  am,  dear  sir,  with  the  sincerest  esteem, 

WM.  BLOUNT. 
Doctor  Romayne,  New  York, 

(No.  26.) 

New  York,  June  2, 1797. 
My  Dear  Sir  :  I  have  received  your  two  let- 
ters, and  I  must  take  it  into  consideration  the  visit 
to  PhiUdelphia.  p  r\r\n\c> 
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The  late  packet  which  is  arrived  has  brought 
me  no  letters,  which  surprises  me  much.  The 
affairs  of  Europe  are,  indeed,  such  that  the  s^reat 
ones  are  mostly  occupied  respecting  matters  which 
are  pressing  upon  them.  I  do  not  know  what  to 
thinjL  respecting  peace ;  but  it  appears  to  me  that 
England  will  l^  more  eager  to  obtain  it  now  than 
when  I  left  Europe ;  but  I  have  no  idea  that  a 
peace  will  be  permanent.  The  parties  will  only 
respire  and  begin  again.  At  this  time  I  consider 
our  prospects  more  uncertain  than  I  did.  I  had 
penned  some  sentiments  to  be  sent  to  you  in  case 
1  should  leave  this  before  the  meeting  of  Congress. 
I  wish  you  had  them,  but  I  dare  not  trust  them 
out  of  my  hands. 

Shoula,  however,  the  war  continue  in  Europe, 
it  will  be  impossible  for  this  country  to  escape 
bein^  parties  m  it. 

Yours,  respectfully, 

NICS.-ROMAYNE. 

The  Hon.  William  Blount,  Esq., 
Senate  United  States,  PMadeljMa 

(No.  27.) 

New  York,  July  2, 1797. 

My  Dear  Sir:  I  have  been  confined  to  my 
room  for  a  fortnight  past  with  St.  Anthony's  fire 
in  one  of  my  feet ;  and  though  I  am  now  nearly 
recovered,  yet  the  warm  weather  deters  me  from 
undertaking  a  journey  to  Philadelphia,  though  I 
am  extremely  anxious  to  see  you. 

I  think  myself  very  fortunate  that  I  did  not  go 
to  Europe  tlus  Si>riiig.  I  am  much  disposed  to 
think  the  business  is  over  now.  Whether  France 
will  make  a  peace  with  England  this  season  I 
have  my  doubts ;  and  that  nation,  if  the  war  con- 
tinues, will  not  be  able  to  show  much  exertion 
under  the  present  load  of  accumulated  debt.  What 
is  to  be  the  fate  of  our  country  is  very  uncertain, 
but  I  have  my  fears  that,  if  the  war  continues, 
France  will  be  very  unpleasant  to  us. 

I  presume  it  is  now  understood  that  Louisiana 
is  to  have  a  new  master.  How  will  the  change 
be  liked  by  the  settlements  in  the  Tennessee  and 
the  Ohio  ?  You  know  I  had  some  thoughts,  when 
I  could  command  a  little  money,  to  invest  it  in 
lands  in  that  quarter,  but  I  now  hesitate  very  much 
on  that  subject. 

Thoufi^h  a  peace  may  take  place  between  Eng- 
land and;—* 

(No.  28.) 

A  post  upon  Hosaffe  river,  a  branch  of  the  Mis- 
souri, about  one  hundred  lei^ues  from  the  mouth 
of  the  Missouri,  established  as  a  trading  post. 
This  post  was  contemplated  in  the  Winter  1794 
and  may  or  may  not  be  established.  It  is  reportea 
Hosa^e  Indians  are  at  war  with  the  Spaniards. 

Petit  Coat,  a  post  eight  or  nine  miles  up  the 

*  Hie  preoeding  was  found  among  die  papers  of  Ni- 
cholas Romayne,  and  acknowledged  hj  him  to  be  an 
onfiniflhed  letter  to  Wm.  Blonnt^— Vufe  Captain  Ea- 
ton'a  Report 


Missouri,  with  a  smdll  garrison,  say  a  militia  sub- 
altern's command.  The  circumjacent  militia  ace 
about  eighty. 

St  Louis,  fifteen  miles  below  the  mouth  of  the 
Missouri,  upon  the  bank  of  the  Mississippi,  situate 
upon  a  rocK,  a  sergeant  and  twelve  men.  Here 
the  commandant,  with  the  rank  of  captain  resides: 
circumjacent  militia,  about  three  hundred. 

St  Janevier.  sixty-five  miles  below  St  Loais. 
no  soldiers ;  in  lieu,  militia,  about  one  hundred 
and  eiffhty.  This  post  is  commanded  by  a  cap- 
tain of  militia.  At  this  place  is  a  regular  quad- 
rangular stockade,  capable  of  being  defended  by 
four  hundred  men,  but  no  cannon  mounted.    - 

New  Madrid,  commanded  by  Colonel  Lusare, 
with  the  rank  of  Commandant  of  Upper  Loui- 
siana. 

Endorsed :  Judge  Turner— Memor.  of  Foree, 

&c. 

I 

(No.  29.) 
Philadelphia,  July  26, 1797. 

Sir:  The  annexed  is  a  copy  of  a  letter  with 
which  it  seems  Mr.  Byers,  of  Tellico  Blockhouse^ 
came  express  to  this  city,  and  delivered  it  about 
the  20th  June,  to  the  President,  with  whom  and 
his  Executive  Council  it  remained  until  the  30th 
instant,  when  it  was  laid  by  him  before  both 
Houses  of  Congress,  with  other  papers. 

It  is  imputed  to  me,  and  has  involved  me  in  se- 
rious difficulties,  the  extent  of  which  I  cannot  at 
S resent  foresee.    They  will,  however,  shortly  be 
etailed  to  you. 

I  ask  of  you  to  examine  it  with  attention,  and 
determine  for  yourself,  if  the  contemplated  plan, 
let  whoever  may  be  the  author,  had  gone  into 
effect — what  would  have  been  tne  result  to  the 
citizens  of  Tennessee,  whose  good  it  ever  has  been, 
and  will  be,  my  happiness  and  duty  to  promote. 
I  repeat,  read  and  judse  for  yourself,  regardless  of 
popular  clamour  whicn  its  publication  nas  raised 
m  this  city  and  other  places,  much  to  my  injury. 
Shortly  I  will  be  in  Tennessee.    In  the  meantime^ 

Believe  me,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

WILLIAM  BLOUNT. 

(AB.) 

Deposition  of  Doctor  Nichcdas  Romayne^  aged  thirty- 
nine  jean  and  upwarda,  taken  before  the  Committee 
of  the  Home  of  Representatiyes,  appointed  toprepaTO 
and  report  Articles  of  Inuieachment  against  William 
Bkmnty  a  Senator  of  the  United  States,  impeached  bj 
the  said  House  ci  high  crimes  and  misdemeanors^  on 
the  16th,  17th,  18th,  19th,  and  80th  days  of  Joly» 
1797. 

Dr.  Nicholas  Romatne.  being  sworn  on  the 
Holy  Evangelists  of  Almighty  wd,  doth  depose 
and  say : 

That  he  had  been  acquaint^  with  William 
Blount  since  the  year  1782,  when  he  first  came  to 
this  city  as  a  meniber  of  Congress.  Some  time 
after,  he  had  occasion  to  correspond  with  him  re- 
specting some  property  belonging^o  the  deponent 
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in  North  Carolina.  Upon  that  and  various  other 
subjects  the  correspondence  between  them  had 
continued  till  very  lately.  While  Mr.  Blount  was 
GJovernor  of  the  Territory  of  the  United  States 
South  of  the  Ohio,  the  deponent  was  requested  by 
a  friend  to  write  to  him,  and  to  propose  the  solution 
of  certain  queries  respecting  the  military  lands  on 
Cumberland,  in  that  Territory,  for  the  purchase  of 
which  it  was  contemplated  to  form  a  company, 
and  to  propose  to  Mr.  Blount  to  becom^a  party. 
This  proposition  was  accordingly  made  to  him. 
Mr.  Blount's  answer  to  these  queries  and  proposi- 
tions was  communicated  by  Captain  Chisholm.  at 
that  time  an  entire  stranger  to  the  deponent,  out 
whom  Mr.  Blount  recommended  as  a  proper  i>er- 
son  to  be  employed  by  the  company  as  a  purchasing 
agent  The  piiBn,  however,  was  wholly  droppec^ 
on  account  ot  the  p»erson  who  proposed  it  going 
to  Europe.  Some  time  afterwards  the  deponent 
formed  a  resolution  of  pay  ins  a  visit  to  Europe ; 
which  being  known  to  Idr.  Blount,  a  proposition 
originated  between  them  that  an  attempt  should 
be  made  there  to  form  a  company  on  the  principles 
and  for  the  purposes  formerly  mentioned,  and  to 
include  Governor  Blount  and  Captain  Chisholm 
as  partners.  This  happened  previous  to  the  12th 
July,  1795,  on  which  day  the  deponent  sailed  for 
Ensfland.  An  agreement  to  this  effect  was  made 
and  formally  executed;  but  from  motives  of  de- 
licacy, and  apprehensions  of  the  fall  of  lands  on 
account  of  the  political  events  in  Europe,  no  direct 
attempts  were  made  to  cjrry  it  into  effect.  The 
deponent,  however,  left  maps  and  papers  on  the 
subject  with  certain  persons  of  consideration  in 
England,  and  was  requested  by  them  and  some 
others  to  procure  from  the  State  of  Tennessee  a 
law  for  enabling  them,  as  aliens,  to  hold  lands. 
These  persons  contemplated  to  purchase  lands  as 
the  price,  circumstances,  and  their  own  conveni- 
ence should  dictate.  In  case  of  their  becoming 
purchasers,  it  was  understood  that  Governor  Blount 
and  the  deponent  might  be  interested  in  the  pur- 
chases, upon  terms,  however,  which  were  not  set- 
tled ;  and  the  propriety  of  the  purchases  was  to 
depend^  in  a  great  measure,  upon  his  opinion.  On 
his  arrival  in  this  country,  ne  was  to  keep  up  a 
correspondence  with  them,  which  he  has  done. 

In  October  last  the  deponent  arrived  in  Amer- 
ica. He  has  not  been  out  of  the  State  of  New 
York  since,  till  he  was  summoned  to  this  place. 
Soon  after  his  arrival  he  wrote  to  (Jovemor  Blount, 
informing  him  that  he  had  done  nothine  in  their 
land  business,  more  than  has  been  before  men- 
tioned. To  tnis  letter  >he  never  received  any  an- 
swer ;  butabout  the  beginning  of  February  last, 
Governor  Blount  came  to  New  York  on  business 
of  his  own ;  at  lea^t,  his  coming  was  not  at  the 
instance  or  with  the  privity  of  the  deponent.  Dur- 
ing his  stay  there  he  and  the  deponent  frequently 
met  as  acauaintances,  had  much  political  conver- 
sation, ana  frequently  conversed  on  the  value  of 
property  in  the  United  States,  particularly  landed 
property.  It  seemed  to  be  his  wish  that  the  depo- 
nent should  urffe  his  friends  in  Europe  to  become 
purchasers  of  land  at  that  time,  which,  however, 
ne  positively  declined,  on  account  of  what  he  con- 


sidered to  be  the  political  state  of  this  country. 
He  particularly  slated  to  Grovernor  Blount  that  the 
French  Government  was  at  that  time  very  hostile 
to  the  Government  of  the  United  States ;  tbat,  in 
his  opinion,  there  was  no  probability  that  General 
Pinctney  would  be  received  as  Minister  of  the 
United  States ;  that  this  opinion  was  founded  on 
a  knowledge  of  what  appeared  to  be  the  system 
and  temper  of  France  when  he  came  from  there 
in  July  last ;  that  he  had  much  reason  to  believe 
that  Spain  bad  made  a  cession  to  France  of  Lou- 
isiana and  the  Floridas ;  that  the  French,  possess- 
ing great  powers,  had  great  views  in  all  their  oper- 
ations, and  that  he  thoufifht  it  not  improbable  they 
had  in  contemplation  tne  acquisition  of  Canada 
and  the  whole  Western  country ;  and  that  he  and 
his  friends  might  be  prepared  to  think  of  becom- 
ing sans  culottes. 

Mr.  Blount  seemed  to  be  much  interested  by  this 
conversation,  which  was  very  ex  tensive,  and  which 
became  at  length  more  particularly  directed  to  the 
State  of  Tennessee,  and  the  manner  in  which  it 
might  be  effected  by  these  events.  He  said  he  had 
taken  great  pains  to  settle  tbat  State,  and  to  render 
it  important.  He  spoke  of  his  being  concerned  in 
administering  the  Government  there,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  which  he  said  he  had  been  treated  very  ill 
by  the  President,  or  some  of  the  Executive  officers 
ot  the  United  States.  The  conversation,  indeed, 
became  so  affecting  to  him  that  he  wept;  upon 
which  the  subject  was  dropped  for  that  time.  His 
stay  at  New  York  wa§  several  days ;  he  was  out 
at  the  house  of  the  deponent  one  or  two  nights, 
and  there  were  frequent  conversations  on  the  same 
subject ;  in  the  course  of  which  the  deponent  ex- 
pressed his  opinion,  that,  under  present  circum- 
stances, the  lands  in  Tennessee  and  in  the  Western 
country,  in  general,  would  be  of  little  or  no  value. 
A  remark  was  made,  tbat  in  case  of  a  war  between 
the  United  States  and  France,  the  situation  of  the 
Western  country  must  be  very  disagreeable ;  and 
that  in  such  an  event  those  people,  in  order  to 
relieve  themselves  from  the  calamities  which  must 
appear  so  threatening,  would  perhaps  be  impelled 
to  separate  from  the  Government  of  the  United 
States.  Speaking  of  the  Genesee  lands  in  the  State 
of  New  York,  and  of  some  sales  of  them  lately 
made  abroad,  and  comparing  them  with  the  price  of 
lands  in  Tennessee,  the  deponent  was  led  to  remark 
that  it  was  a  pity  Louisiana  also,  as  well  as  Can- 
ada, could  not  be  in  the  hands  ot  the  English,  as 
neighborhood  to  that  Government  added  so  much 
to  the  value  in  the  sale  of  lands.  Mr.  Blount 
replied  that  he  had  no  doubt  of  the  justness  of  the 
ohservation ;  that  it  was  indeed  to  be  regretted  that 
the  British  did  not  possess  Louisiana,  and  that 
such  an  event  might  very  easily  be  broiL^ht  about. 
The  deponent  expressed  some  doubts  of  this  opin- 
ion ^having  always  understood  that  the  people  in 
the  Western  country  were  much  attached  to  France 
and  unfriendly  to  the  Enelish,  which  would  cre- 
ate great  obstacles  to  such  an  enterprise.  Gov- 
ernor Blount  admitted  this,  but  remarked  that  the 
Spaniards  were  very  weak,  and  would  make  but 
feeble  resistance  in  that  country.  In  consequence 
of  this  conversation,  he  proposed  ffoing  to  En^ 
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land  on  this  subject.  The  deponent  told  him,  if 
he  chose  to  go,  he  would  give  him  letters  to  per- 
sons who  might  introduce  him  to  those  in  power. 
He  then  informed  the  deponent  that  Captain  Chis- 
holm  and  several  others  had  a  plan  of  doing  some- 
thing against  some  parts  of  Florida,  about  which 
they  had  been  admitted  to  some  interviews  with  a 
person  of  consequence  in  Philadelphia.  This  was 
the  first  the  deponent  heard  of  Chisholm  in  this 
business,  nor  has  he  ever  had  any  intercourse 
or  communication  with  him  relating  to  it.  On 
his  expressing  a  desire  to  know  the  nature  and 
extent  of  Chisholm's  plan,  G^overnor  Blount  ob- 
served that  he  did  not  know  it  in  its  full  extent 
himself,  because  Chisholm  kept  himself  very  much 
to  himself;  but  he  apprehended  it  to  be  some  plun- 
dering party  or  petty  enterprise.  The  deponent 
observed  that  he  was  very  sorry  for  this  affair  of 
Chisholm,  and  observed  that  it  ought  to  be  pre- 
vented. He  also  expressed  much  surprise  that  the 
person  of  consequence  in  Philadelphia,  who  had 
Deen  alluded  to,  should  see  such  a  man  as  Chis- 
holm on  a  business  of  that  nature ;  and  added  that 
Governor  Blount  ought  to  see  that  person  of  con- 
sequence, and  caution  him  against  listening  to  such 
overtures  from  persons  of  inat  description.  Mr. 
Blount  observed  that  he  had  no  acquaintance  with 
that  person,  as  he  had  never  waited  on  him.  The 
deponent  then  begged  him  to  take  care  that  Chis- 
holm should  be  prevented  from  pressing  his  pro- 
ject ;  he  replied  he  could  command  Chisholm  when 
near,  but  could  not  answer  or  control  him  at  a  dis- 
tance. 

The  conversation  then  tnrned,  for  the  first  time, 
to  the  Floridas,  and  the  deponent  observed  that  it 
was  matter  of  regret  they  did  not  belong  to  the 
United  States — mentioning,  among  other  things, 
the  inconvenience  of  having  such  great  natural 
boundaries  as  the  Mississippi  and  the  Gulf  of  Mex- 
ico ;  that  if  he  should  go  to  England,  he  ought  to 
impress  this  idea  upon  the  people  in  power,  and 
point  out  to  them  the  favorable  eflfect  that  their 
aiding  such  an  event  would  have  on  the  United 
States,  to  whom  Florida  was  of  grreat  importance, 
while  it  could  be  of  but  little  value  to  England. 

The  deponent  remarked,  generally,  that  it  was 
understood  and  agreed  by  Mr.  Blount  and  himself, 
throughout  the  whole  of  their  conversations  on 
this  subject,  that  the  most  favorable  state  of  things 
for  the  United  States  was  the  possession  of  Lou- 
isiana by  Spain ;  but  if  it  were  to  pass  from  their 
hands,  it  was  deemed  by  them  of  great  importance 
that  England  should  possess  it  rather  than  France, 
With  thesegeneralimpressions.  Governor  Blount 
left  New  York,  that  he  should  consult  some  per- 
sons of  importance  in  Philadelphia,  both  in  the 
Government  and  out,  and  learn  from  them  how 
far  such  a  project  might  receive  their  approbation 
or  countenance,  or  be  deemed  advisable  oy  them ; 
that  he  should  also,  for  the  same  purpose,  sound 
certain  persons  in  Virffinia,  the  frontiers  of  North 
Carolina,  the  State  of  Tennessee,  and  generally 
throughout  the  Southern  States,  and  the  people 
in  general  in  the  State  of  Tennessee;  that  he 
should  particularly  attend  to  those  persons  in  the 
Indian  country  and  elsewhere  who  had  been  en- 


gaged in  Genet's  project.  As  they  were  already 
under  operation  they  they  must  be  managed ;  and 
that  the  deponent  should  forward  to  Philadelphia 
such  letters  of  introduction,  for  Grovernor  Blount, 
to  persons  in  England,  as  might  be  thought  useluL 
This  the  deponent  eng^aged  to  do ;  and  soon  after 
wrote  to  a  gentleman  in  England  informing  him 
that  a  person  of  consequence  would  sail  from  this 
country,  some  time  in  May.  for  England,  on  a 
businessof  this  kind. 

After  Governor  Blount  returned  to  Confess,  se- 
veral letters  passed  between  him  and  the  deponent, 
on  the  same  subject.  In  one  of  them  he  expressea 
the  necessity  of  his  standing  well  with  the  four 
southern  nations  of  Indians,  and  holding  his  im- 
portance among  them.  He  also^  in  these  letters^ 
expressed  his  fears  about  the  conduct  of  some  per- 
sons in  this  country  who  had  contemplated  this 
business,  and  might  attempt  to  execute  it  in  an  im- 
proper and  imprudent  manner.  These  considera- 
tions united,  and  some  other  matters  not  connected 
with  them,  induced  the  deponent  to  think  of  sail- 
ing for  England  in  the  month  of  May ;  before  he  set 
out,  he  expected  to  receive  from  Governor  Blount 
full  infomaation  of  his  opinions  and  the  result  of 
his  inquiries,  and  for  that  purpose  requested  an  in- 
terview, that  there  might  be  a  full  and  free  con- 
versation on  the  whole  business ;  to  this  he  receiv- 
ed no  answer  for  some  time,  but  learned  from  other 
persons  that  Mr.  Blount  was  in  Philadelphia.  His 
neglect  in  this  respect  made  the  deponent  hesitate, 
and  the  late  change  oA;ircumstances  in  Europe 
made  him  doubt  of  the  success  of  the  application 
to  the  British  Government  at  this  time  ;  he  had 
also  received  some  further  account  of  the  force  of 
the  Spaniards  in  that  Quarter,  and  some  informa- 
tion said  to  have  come  trom  a  respectable  foreigner 
who  had  been  in  that  country,  that  there  were  in 
the  Southern  and  Western  parts  of  the  United 
States,  large  numbers  of  men  who,  it  was  likely, 
would  aid  the  French  and  Spaniards.  These  cir- 
cumstances had  determined  the  deponent  to  aban- 
don this  business  altogether,  when  he  received  a 
letter  from  Mr.  Blount,  expressing  his  regard  for 
him,  and  apologising  for  not  writing;  and  soon 
after  another,  requesting  him  to  come  to  Philadel- 
phia; to  this  the  deponent  did  not  consent,  and 
there  the  intercourse  on  this  subject  ended,  except 
that  the  deponent  wrote  a  letter  to  Mr.  Blount, 
expressing  his  opinion  that  the  business  was  ended, 
to  which  he  never  received  an  answer. 

IfUerrogaiories  of  the  Committee  and  axmDtrs  of 
the  Deponent, 

1.  Who  was  the  friend  at  whose  request  you 
wrote  to  William  Blount,  while  Governor  of  the 
Southwestern  Territory,  about  the  purchase  of 
military  lands? 

Answer,  It  was  Mr.  Edward  Griswold,  now 
resident  in  Paris. 

2.  You  have  said  that  articles  of  agreement  were 
drawn  up  between  you  and  William  Blount,  pre- 
viously to  your  departure  for  Europe,  b  1796- 
Were  they  executed,  and  what  was  their  tenor  ? 

Answer,  They  were  executed,  and  are,  I  un- 
derstand, in  the  possession  of  the  committee.  They 
Digitized  b\, 


2361 


HISTORY  OP  CONGRESS. 


2362 


Impeachment  of  WiUiam  Blount. 


related  solely* to  lands,  and  tbeir  tenor  and  con- 
tents may  be  discovered'  from  a  persual. 

3.  How  long  did  you  remain  m  Europe,  and  in 
what  part  of  it? 

AnstDer,  Somethinir  more  than  a  year ;  during 
which  time  I  visited  first  England,  tnen  Holland, 
France,  and  Belgium ;  from  whence  I  returned  to 
Ensland,  and  after  a  short  stay  there  embarked 
for  New  York. 

4.  Who  were  the  persons  in  whose  hands  you 
left  certain  maps,  and  papers  on  your  departure 
from  England? 

Anstoer.  I  left  them  with  different  persons. 
They  were  wholly  of  a  private  nature,  and  in  no 
manner  connected  with  the  object  of  this  ex- 
amination. 

5.  Are  you  acquainted  with  Sir  William  Pult- 
ney  ;  and  if  you  are,  did  your  acquaintance  with 
him  commence  before  you  visited  England,  in 
1795?  ^        ' 

Answer.  It  did  not.  My  acquaintance  with 
him  arose  from  letters  from  Mr.  Williamson,  in 
the  Qenesee  country,  to  him,  with  which  I  was  par- 
ticularly charged.  The  personal  delivery  of  these 
letters,  which  I  understood  to  relate  to  private  con- 
cerns, fave  rise  to  conversation  between  us,  and 
that  led  to  a  further  acquaintance. 

6.  Were  you  acquainted,  while  in  England,  in 
1795,  with  Lord  Grenvilla  or  Mr.  Dundas  ? 

Answer.  Not  with  Lord  Grenvilie.  With  Mr. 
Dundas  I  had  some  acquaintance,  having  been  in- 
troduced to  him  by  a  gentleman  at  whose  house  I 
met  him  at  dinner.  This  gentleman  afterwards  car- 
ried me  to  breakfast  with  Mr.  Dundas,  whose  de* 
sire  of  an  acquaintance  with  me,  probably,  might 
have  arisen  from  some  sketches  which  I  had  writ- 
ten respecting  this  country,  and  which  I  believe 
were  seen  hy  nim.  This  was  all  the  acquaintance 
or  intercourse  that  I  had  with  Mr.  Dundas. 

7.  Did  not  these  persons,  or  some,  and  which  of 
them,  in  those  conversations,  express  to  you  a  de- 
sire to  add  Louisiana  or  the  Florioas,  or  both,  to  the 
British  Crown  ;  and  did  you  not  hear  this  desire 
expressed  by  some  other,  and  what  persons  of  con- 
sideration in  England  ? 

Ansioer.  I  never  heard  such  a  wish  expressed  by 
those  or  any  other  persons  in  England. 

8.  Were  you  while  in  Europe,  requested  by  any, 
and  what  persons,  to  sound  the  people  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  on  the  subject  of  a  plan  to  annex  Florida 
or  Louisiana,  or  both,  to  the  oritish  Crown :  or  to 
make  some  propositions  tending  that  way  ? 

Answer.  No  such  request  or  overtures  were  ever 
made  to  me.  The  plan  originated  between  Gov- 
ernor Blount  and  myself,  as  far  as  I  know,  in  the 
manner  stated  by  me  in  my  deposition. 

9.  In  your  conversations  in  Kngland  with  per- 
sons of  consideration,  was  any  mention  made  of  a 
description  of  people  in  this  country  who  wished 
to  separate  the  Western  settlements  from  the 
Union  ? 

Answer.  No  mention  of  such  persons  was  made 
to  me  by  any  persons  whatever. 

10.  How  long  have  you  been  acquainted  with  the 
British  Minister  in  this  country,  and  by  what  means 
did  you  come  to  know  him  ? 


Answer.  I  was  introduced  to  him  in  London,  bj 
Mr.  Pinckney,  soon  after  his  appointment  to  this 
country,  and  I  paid  him  a  visit,  and  left  some  let- 
ters for  America,  of  which  he  took  charge.  I  have 
never  seen  him  since  his  arrival  in  America. 

11.  On  your  return  to  this  country,  in  1796^  you 
wrote  to  Governor  Blount.  Did  you  urge  him  to 
meet  you  at  New  York  ? 

Answer.  I  did  write  to  him  as  stated  in  my  de- 

f^sition,  and  spoke  of  some  private  business ;  but 
did  not  mention  this  subject,  nor  did  I  request 
him  to  come  to  New  York.  His  arrival  ihere^  in 
February,  was  without  my  knowledge  or  privity, 
and,  as  I  understood,  for  private  business  ot 
his  own. 

12.  To  what  persons  in  England  or  America 
have  you  written,  on  the  subject  of  this  inquiry, 
since  your  return,  and  what  answers  have  you  re- 
ceivea  ? 

Answer.  I  have  written  to  one  person  in  Eng- 
land, a  member  of  Parliament,  but  not  of  Adrains- 
tration ;  from  whose  answer  it  does  not  appear 
that  the  business  was  ever  spoke  of  there  by  him. 
I  also  wrote  to  Governor  Blount,  and  received  an- 
swers ;  the  purport  and  substance  of  which  cor- 
respondence  I  have  already  explained.  I  likewise 
wrote  to  Mr.  Liston  ;  ana,  I  believe,  to  no  other 
person.  Mr.  Liston  gave  me  an  answer,  which  is 
now  in  the  possession  of  the  committee. 

13.  What  was  the  purport  of  your  letter  to 
Mr.  Liston  ? 

Answer.  I  have  no  copy  of  the  letter,  but  I  recol- 
lect its  purjport.  which  was,  to  inform  Mr.  Liston 
that  I  had  heard  o^a  certain  enterprise  in  contem- 
platiouj  and  on  which  he  had  been  consulted,  and 
to  caution  him  against  it,  as  a  very  delicate  mea- 
sure, requiring  great  circumspection,  and  capable, 
if  known  to  be  encouraged  by  him,  of  injuring 
those  interests,  both  of  this  country  and  his  own, 
which  I  was  persuaded  it  was  his  wish  to.  promote. 
I  also  hinted  that  a  plan  more  extensive  was  con- 
templated by  fitter  persons;  and  having  under- 
stood that  he  intended  to  send  his  secretary  to  some 
place  on  the  business  which  had  been  mentioned 
to  him,  I  strongly  dissuaded  him  from  this  step  \ 
indeed,  to  do  so,  had  been  one  of  my  chief  induce- 
ments to  address  him.  In  his  answer,  now  in  the 
possession  of  the  committee,  he  assured  me  that  he 
nad  no  intention  of  sending  his  secretary  any- 
where. I  was  induced  to  take  this  liberty  with 
Mr.  Liston,  from  the  manner  in  which  I  became 
acquainted  with  him,  and  the  very  favorable  light 
in  which  he  was  presented  in  letters  which  I  had 
received  ffom  England,  and  one  of  which  I  en- 
closed to  him. 

14.  What  was  the  project  against  which  yon 
cautioned  Mr.  Liston  ? 

Answer.  It  was  that  of  Chisholm,  of  which  I 
had  been  informed  by  Governor  Blount,  and  which 
the  latter  told  me  had  been  mentioned  to  the  Min- 
ister. 

15.  What  was  the  proiect  to  which  you  alluded 
as  being  in  more  proper  hands?  Did  Mr.  Listoa 
know  of  it,  or  did  you  explain  it  to  him  ? 

Answer.  It  was  that  contemplated  by  Govemot 
Blount  and  myself.    Mr.  Liston,  u  far  as  I  know 
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tnd  believe,  had  no  knowledge  of  it,  nor  was  it  our 
intention  to  give  him  any.  1  did  not  think  it  pro- 
per for  him  to  be  acquainted  with  it ;  the  intention 
Deing  to  apply,  not  to  him,  but  to  the  British  Gov- 
ernment. 

16.  In  your  conversation  with  Governor  Blount, 
at  New  York,  you  expressed  your  regret  that  Lou- 
isiana did  not  belong  to  England,  smce  the  value 
of  lands  in  the  Western  country  would^  in  that 
case,  be  increased :  Was  this  the  first  time  you 
had  contemplated  or  expressed  that  idea? 

Answer.  It  was  not.  I  had  reflected  on  the  idea 
before,  but  had  never  mentioned  it  verballv  to  any 
person ;  nor  in  writing,  except  once,  and  tnat  was 
m  a  letter  to  a  gentleman  in  England.  This  let- 
ter, however,  merely  stated  the  possession  of  those 
countries  by  England  as  a  desirable  thing. 

17.  What  was  the  nature  and  object  of  the  bu- 
siness contemplated  between  William  Filount 
and  you  ? 

Answer,  Nothing  precise  or  definite  had  been 
agreed  on.  Much  was  to  depend  on  the  result  of 
Governor  Blount's  inquiries  and  observations,  upon 
which  I  never  received  any  communication  from 
him.  But  the^neral  object  was  to  prevent  Lou- 
isiana and  the  Floridas  from  passing  into  the  hands 
of  France,  pursuant  to  the  supposed  cession  by 
Spain;  and  to  make  propositions  to  the  British 
Government  in  that  view. 

18.  Whftt  were  the  propositions  intended  to  be 
made  to  the  British  Government  ? 

Answer.  On  this  head,  also,  nothing  definite  had 
been  agreed  on.  Had  Governor  Blount  gone  to 
England,  he  would,  of  course,  have  proposed  his 
own  terms ;  had  I  gone,  I  should  have  received 
his  instructions.  This  would  have  been  settled  in 
the  interview  which  1  proposed  between  us,  had  it 
taken  place.  Had  I  gone  without  seeing  him,  I 
should  have  waited  in  England  for  letters  from 
him  on  the  subject. 

19.  Was  it  not  understood  that  William  Blount 
and  yourself  were  to  use  your  personal  efforts  and 
influence  to  prevent  the  supposed  cession  of  Louis- 
iana bj  Spam  to  France  from  being  carried  into 
effect? 

Answer,  This  was  certainly  our  object;  and 
every  means,  both  in  this  country  and  Europe, 
would,  of  course,  have  been  employed  by  us  for 
its  accomplishment. 

20.  Was  it  not  proposed  that  Great  Britain 
should  send  a  force  into  that  country  for  this 
punpose  ?  ^ 

Anstoer^To  ascertain  whether  they  would  do 
this,  was  the  express  object  of  Governor  Blount's 
intended  visit  to  Europe. 

21.  Was  it  understood  that,  in  case  circumstances 
should  require  it,  Governor  Blount  and  his  West- 
ern friends  were  to  make  active  efforts  in  co-ope- 
ration with  the  British  forces  which  might  be  sent 
there  ? 

Answer.  When  Governor  Blount  and  myself 
parted  at  New  Yojk,  the  understanding  between 
ns  was  that  he  should  go  to  England.  Nothing 
was  then  said^  or  has  since  passed  between  us,  on 
the  subject  of  this  interrogatory ;  nor  have  I  any 
direct  knowledge  of  his  views  on  that  head. 


22.  What  part  were  the  Indians  and  Western 
people  to  act  in  this  business ;  and  in  what  man- 
ner were  they  to  be  used  in  its  execution  ?  Was 
a  co-operation  by  force  from  the  territories  of  the 
United  States  contemplated  ? 

Answer.  As  to  Indians,  there  was  nothing  par- 
ticularly said  about  them,  nor  had  I  any  idea  of 
their  being  employed.  To  keep  them  quiet  was 
all  supposed  to  be  intended,  or  advisable.  The 
Western  people,  according  to  my  view  of  the  sub- 
ject, were  to  be  rendered  favorable  to  the  posses- 
sion of  the  Floridas  and  Louisiana  by  the  British, 
and  disposed  to  emigrate  there,  and  assist  in  hold- 
ing the  country,  should  the  reduction  take  i^ace. 
No  co-operation  of  force  was  mentioned  by  Gov- 
ernor Blount,  nor  have  I  any  knowledge  ot  his  pre- 
cise intentions  as  to  either  the  Western  people  or 
the  Indians.  All  this,  as  I  understood  the  matter, 
was  dependent  on  his  observations  and  inquiries 
in  the  Western  country,  on  which  subject  i  have 
had  no  informfttion  from  him. 

23.  What  p«irt  was  William  Blount  to  bear  in 
this  business,  and  what  advantage  or  emolument 
was  it  understood  that  he,  and  others  who  might 
favor  or  aid  it,  were  to  derive  from  its  accom- 
plishment ? 

Answer,  I  have  no  doubt  that  Governor  Qlount 
had  high  expectations  of  emolument  and  com- 
mand, in  case  the  project  should  succeed,  but 
nothing  definite  on  this  subject  was  spoken  of  be- 
tween nim  and  me ;  and,  from  the  nature  of  the 
business,  everything  must  have  depended  on  the 
arrangement  to  be  made  in  London  with  the 
British  Government. 

24.  Did  William  Blount  ever  apply  to  those 
persons  of  importance,  in  and  out  of  the  Govern- 
ment^ whom  It  was  agreed  that  he  should  sound 
on  this  subject  ? 

Ans^Der,  I  do  not  know  that  he  ever  did  apply 
to  any  of  them.  I  had  no  information  from  aim 
on  this  point. 

25.  In  one  of  your  letters  to  William  Blounc 
you  urge  the  propriety  of  his  appearing  to  have 
no  connexion  with  land  schemes,  or  commerce 

in .    What  place  was  meant,  and  why  was 

this  caution  recommended  ? 

Answer.  England  was  the  place  meant,  and  the 
caution  proceeded  from  an  opinion  in  me^  that 
the  dignity  and  importance  of  character  which  it 
was  desirable  for  Governor  Blount  to  maintain  in 
England,  would  be  lessened  by  his  appearing  to  be 
concerned  in  commerce  or  the  sale  or  lands. 

26.  In  another  part  of  the  correspondence  be- 
tween William  Blount  and  yourself^  you  tell  him 
that  it  would  be  proper  to  keep  his  business  in 
England  secret  from  Mr.  King.  What  was  the 
reason  of  this  caution  ? 

Answer.  The  reason  is  explained  in  the  lener 
itself  which  contains  the  caution.  It  is  possible 
that  I  may  have  had  some  further  reasons  tnan  are 
there  expressed.  But  I  have  no  accurate  or  per- 
fect recollection  on  the  subject. 

27.  In  one  of  your  letters  to  Williatn  Blount, 
you  mention  a  paper  which  you  had  drawn  up  on 
the  subject  of  your  business,  to  be  leA  for  him,  in 
case  you  should  sail  for  Europe  without  t  {psonal 
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interview;  and  which  you  wish  him  to  possess, 
but  do  not  choose  to  send.  Where  is  that  paper, 
and  what  were  its  purport  and  suhstance? 

Answer,  The  only  copy  which  now  exists  was 
sent  hy  me  to  England,  directed  to  myself^  some 
time  in  May  or  June.  It  contained  a  variety  of 
notes,  reflections,  and  cautions,  relative  to  the 
business  contemplated  between  me  and  Mr.  Blount, 
Tvhich  had  occurred  to  me  after  he  left  Philadel- 
phia, in  the  Spring,  on  his  return  to  Tennessee, 
out  1  cannot  state  the  particulars.  They  were  re- 
flections which  occurred  to  me  at  various  times, 
when  thinking  on  the  subject,  and  were  noted  down 
as  they  occurred,  to  serve  myself  and  Governor 
Blount  as  hints  and  memorandums  in  the  progress 
of  the  business.  One  copy  I  sent  to  England  for  my 
own  use  when  I  should  arrive  there.  Another 
I  retained  for  Governor  Blount,  but  afterwards 
destroved  when  I  conceived  the  business  to  be  at 
an  end.    They  were  never  seen  by  him. 

28.  Do  you  know  any  other  matter  or  thing 
which,  in  your  opinion,  is  material  to  the  objects 
of  this  examination  ?    If  yea,  declare  it  fully. 

Answer.  The  foregoing  depositions  and  answers 
contain  all  that  I  know  on  the  subject ;  and,  aided 
by  the  correspondence  now  in  possession  of  the 
committee,  will,  I  presume,  furnish  them  with 
every  idea  respecting  it  in  my  power  to  commu- 
nicate. 

NICHOLAS  ROMAYNE. 

(CD.) 

On  the  thirteenth  day  of  July,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety- 
seven,  in  pursuance  of  an  order  of  the  committee 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United 
States,  appointed  to  prepare  and  report  Articles 
of  Impeachment  against  William  Blount,  a  Sena- 
tor of^the  United  Slates,  impeached  by  the  said 
House  of  high  crimes  and  misdemeanors,  Mr. 
William  Davy,  a  partner  of  the  mercantile  house 
of  Davy,  Roberts  &  Co.,  of  the  city  of  Philadel- 
phia, merchants,  appeared  before  the  said  commit- 
tee, and  a  solemn  affirmation  having  been  admin- 
istered to  him  in  due  form  of  law,  by  Reynold 
Keen,  Esq^  one  of  the  Associate  Judges  of  the 
Court  of  Common  Pleas  of  the  city  of  Philadel- 
phia, and  an  Alderman  of  the  said  city,  did  de- 
pose and  say : 

That,  on  the  twenty-eighth  of  February  last,  he 
chartered  the  brig  John  Henderson,  Captain  Ephra- 
im  White,  of  the  port  of  Philadelphia,  which  was 
loaded  by  him  and  cleared  out  for  Hamburg,  but 
was  actually  bound,  with  the  consent  of  the  own- 
ers and  underwriters,  for  London  ;  that  she  was 
80  cleared  for  Hamburg  to  protect  her  from 
French  cruisers ;  and  on  this  account  he  had  re- 
solved to  take  no  passengers,  nor  any  letters  unless 
from  persons  well  known,  and  in  whom  there 
could  be  great  confidence;  she  was  not  adver- 
tised ;  but,  as  had  been  bis  practice,  the  deponent 
informed  the  Secretary  of  State  and  the  British 
Minister  of  this  opportunity,  in  like  manner  as, 
on  a  former  occasion,  of  sending  a  vessel  to  Spain, 
he  had  informed  the  Spanish  Minister.    A  few 


days  after,  Mr.  Liston's  Secretary,  Mr.  Thornton, 
called  on  the  deponent,  and  asked  if  he  ^ould  per- 
mit a  special  messenger,  a  confidential  person, 
whom  they  wished  to  send  to  England,  to  go  in 
this  vessel.  The  deponent  told  Mr.  Thornton 
that,  although  the  vessel  would  be  cleared  out  for 
Hamburg,  and  her  papers  carry ^that  appearance, 
she  certainly  was  intended  to  proceed  for  London. 
That  he  had  determined  not  to  take  passengers, 
and  feared  the  vessel  misht  be  endangered  by  hav- 
ing such  a  person  with  despatches  on  board.  Mr. 
Thornton  assured  the  deponent  that  the  messen* 
ger  was  a  confidential  person,  that  the  despatches 
with  which  he  would  be  entrusted  were  of  great 
consequence,  that  they  would  be  taken  care  Ot;  and 
would  be  leaded  in  order  to  be  sunk  in  case  of  dan- 
cer of  capture.  Mr.  Thornton  did  not  inform  the 
deponent  of  the  nature  of  the  despatches ;  but  as 
the  deponent  thought  there  would  be  an  advantage 
in  entrusting  his  own  private  despatches  to  so  con- 
fidential a  person,  he  consented  to  take  him,  and 
so  informed  Mr.  Toornton,  adding,  at  the  same 
time,  that  he  would  charge  the  messenger  with 
his  own  despatches.  A  few  days  after,  while  the 
briff  was  loading,  a  person  called  on  the  deponent, 
and  said  he  was  the  person  recommended  by  Mr. 
Thornton  to  go  in  the  brig.  He  was  a  hardy, 
lusty,  brawny,  weather-beaten  man,  and  much  re- 
semoled  one  of  the  King's  messengers  formerly 
seen  by  the  deponent,  who  addressed  Mm  as  such, 
but  was  immediately  informed  he  viras  not  the 
person.  The  deponent  conducted  him  from  the 
countinff-house  to  the  parlor,  and  offered  him 
some  refreshment,  which  he  accepted ;  and,  consid- 
ering him  as  a  person  in  whom  the  British  Min- 
ister confided^  the  deponent  entrusted  him  with 
the  secret  Of  the  voyage,  and  his  intention  of  com- 
mitting his  private  despatches  to  hb  care;  the  de- 
ponent particularly  mentioned  that,  although 
cleared  tor  Hamburg,  the  vessel  would  actuafly 
proceed  to  London,  but  requested  him,  however, 
to  be  perfectly  silent  on  this  business,  which  he 
engaged  to  attend  to.  While  drinking  some  porter 
he  appeared  sociable ;  and,  on  the  deponent's  re- 
marking that,  althoufi'h  he  had  mistaken  his  name, 
he  was  impressed  wim  an  idea  of  having  seen  him 
before,  he  told  the  deponent  "  No ;"  that  he  was 
a  back-countryman ;  that  he  had  long  lived  among 
the  Indians,  and  was  with  them  during  the  last 
war ;  that  he  was  well  known  to  the  Spaniards; 
that  his  name  was  Captain  Chisholm ;  that  he 
had  been  an  interpreter  to  the  Indians  last  Win- 
ter in  this  city ;  that  the  Spaniards  had  frequent- 
ly imprisoned  and  treated  him  cruelly  in  Pensa- 
cola ;  that  they  dreaded  him.  and  he  hated  than, 
and  was  now  determined  to  take  his  full  revenue 
on  them.  He  added,  that  his  influence  with  the 
Indians  was  such  that  he  could  do  with  them  as 
he  pleased ;  that  he  knew  every  part  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi ;  that  there  was  no  man  m  America  who 
knew  the  forts  and  their  exact  situation  so  well  as 
himself,  and  that  he  was  now  ffoing  to  London  to 
accompany  and  conduct  a  sqtndron  to  the  attack 
of  Pensacola.  The  deponent  smiled  at  the  idea, 
and  regarded  it  as  a  Quixotism,  and  not  the  real 
object  of  his  voyage.  He  saidU^e  was  aeriout, 
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and  that  nothing  would  be  more  easily  executed ; 
that  the  Spaniards  had  no  posts  of  any  conse- 
quence on  the  whole  of  the  Mississippi ;  that  one 
hundred,  or  one  hundred  and  fifty,  a  mere  hand- 
ful of  men,  mi^ht  destroy  them  all. 

He  appeared  anxious  to  eive  an  opinion  of  his 
own  consequence  as  a  British  officer.  Soon  after 
he  called  on  the  deponent,  and  introduced  as  his 
respectable  and  confidentiar  friend,  Mr.  Chris- 
tian Jacob  Huetter,  who  was  to  accompany  him 
on  this  expedition,  and  requested  a  passage  for 
him  in  the  brig.  The  deponent  was  then  impre^- 
ed  with  the  danger  of  permitting  such  a  man  as 
Chisholmto  go  m  the  brig,  and  stated  strongly  to 
Chisholm  his  fears ;  he  replied  that  the  deponent 
need  not  be  afraid^  for  he  was  furnished  with  other 
papers  fully  sufficient  to  corer  his  design ;  he  then 
showed  the  deponent  a  number  of  letters  unsealed, 
from  Mr.  Liston  to  persons  in  Hamburg,  stating 
him  to  be  a  person  going  there  on  a  land  specula- 
tion, and  one  for  a  person  in  London,  who  the  de- 
ponent then  supposed  to  be  either  one  of  the 
under  Secretaries  of  State  or  Mr.  Liston's  private 
agent,  calling  him,  "the  person  of  whom  I  hare 
written  to  you  relative  to  the  land  business."  This 
letter  was  not  directed  to  the  person  by  an  official 
description.  These,  and  the  strong  assurances  of 
care  with  his  despatches,  induced  the  deponent  to 
consent  to  their  going  in  the  vessel.  The  brig 
was  prevei^ed  from  sailing  on  the  d^y  first  in- 
tended, but  their  ba^ffage  was  put  on  board,  and 
Simday,  the  19th  of  March,  was  fixed  positively 
for  her  sailing.  She  had  dropped  down  the  river, 
and  the  captain  had  called  on  the  deponent  ana 
received  his  despatches ;  the  private  despatches  of 
the  deponent  had  been  delivered 'by  him  to  Chis- 
holm, who  he  supposed  was  then  on  board  \  but 
the  same  evening  the  deponent  was  surprised  by 
Dr.  Rogers  calling  on  him  to  inquire  tor  Chis- 
holm, who,  he  said,  was  still  in  town.  Doctor 
Rogers  wished  to  ask  him  some  further  questions 
concerning  the  Welch  Indians,  of  whom  Chis- 
holm, he  said,  knew  more  than  any  other  person 
he  had  ever  met  with.  The  deponent  felt  much 
alarmed  at  this  report  of  Chisholm's  not  being  on 
board^  fearing  that,  from  some  cause  or  other,  the 
captam  had  left  him  behind,  and  with  him  the 
deponent's  private  despatches.  The  deponent  went 
immediately  to  Mr.  Liston,  and  informed  him  of 
these  apprehensions.  The  deponent  had  before 
given  a  hint  to  Mr.  Thornton  tnat  Chisholm  was 
a  babbler,  and  now  mentioned  to  Mr.  Liston  every 
particular,  and  the  probability  there  was  that  he 
had  babbled  in  the  same  way  to  others ;  that  he 
had  shown  the  deponent  Mr.  Liston's  letters ;  that 
he  had  frequently  been  seen  with  Frenchmen; 
that  he  appeared  to  be  either  a  very  weak  man,  or 
to  be  acting  a  double  fi^ame.  Mr.  Liston  observed, 
that  his  letters  were  given  as  a  matter  of  prudence 
as  well  in  relation  to  the  vessel  as  to  the  despatch- 
es ;  but  he  appeared  uneasy  and  alarmed  at  the 
apprehension  of  the  deponent  that  the  vessel  had 
gone  without  Chisholm^  whose  baggage  was  all 
aboard,  and  determined  to  accompany  the  depo- 
nent in  search  of  him  immediately  that  nignt 
Mr.  Liston  and  the  deponent  accordingly  went  to- 


gether, and,  while  Mr.^  Liston  stopped  at  the  cor- 
ner of  Second  and  Arch  streets,  the  deponent 
went  into  Lesher's  tavern,  where  Chisholm  had 
lodged.  Chisholm  and  liuetter  were  there  toge- 
ther, and  Chisholm  was  vociferating  vehemenUr 
amidst  a  crowd  of  Frenchmen.  They  were  call- 
ed out  of  the  room  at  the  request  of  the  deponent, 
who  expressed  to  them  his  surprise  to  see  them 
there  after  the  captain  was  gone,  and  told  them  of 
his  alarm.    They  replied,  that  the  captain 


not  gone ;  and  to  convince  him,  they  would  go  to 
the  house  where  he  had  lived,  and  endeavor  to 
find  him  out.  The  deponent  left  them  and  re- 
turned to  Mr.  Liston ;  told  him  they  were  not 
fone.  and  that  they  said  the  captain  haul  notgon^ 
ut  tnat  the  deponent  did  not  believe  thein,  ana 
would  follow  them  in  search  of  the  captain.  It 
was  now  between  ten  and  eleven  o'clock;  Mr. 
Liston  returned  to  his  house,  and  the  deponent  fol- 
lowed Chisholm  and  Huetter,  and,  after  strict  in- 
quiry, was  satisfied  that  the  captain  was  not  gone; 
and  was  further  informed  by  Chisholm,  tlu^  the 
captain  had  engaged  to  call  for  them  at  five 
o'clock  the  next  morning.  The  deponent  returned 
with  them  to  Lesher's  tavern,  told  them  to  wait 
for  him  and  he  would  see  them  again  that  night, 
late  as  it  was,  near  twelve  o'clock.  The  deponent 
then  went  to  Mr.  Liston,  and  informed  him  of  his 
inquiries  and  their  result ;  and,  at  the  same  time, 
took  the  liberty  to  observe  that,  in  the  deponent's 
opinion.  Mr.  Liston  had  employed  a  person,  or  was 
enga«red  with  one,  not  entitled  to  his  confidence. 
Mr.  Liston  seemed  seriously  impressed  with  the 
deponent's  information  ot  the  exposure  the  man 
had  made,  and  immediately  wrote  a  letter  to  Mr. 
Georffe  Hammond,  under  Secretary  of  State, 
which  the  deponent  delivered  that  night,  or  abont 
one  o'clock,  to  Chisholm ;  and  the  next  morning 
they  went  out  of  town. 

The  deponent  being  interrogated  by  the  com- 
mittee, wnether  he  knew  the  contents  of  the  letter 
to  Mr.  Hammond,  says,  that  Mr.  Liston  put  it  into 
his  hands  to  read ;  that  the  purport  of  it  was  to 
inform  Mr.  Hammond,  that  he  should  hear  further 
from  him  on  the  subject  bv  the  packet ;  and  that, 
in  the  meantime,  it  would  be  proper  to  be  cau- 
tious ;  the  packet  was  to  sail  the  following  week. 
The  terms  of  the  letter  were  ambiguous  in  them- 
selves ;  but,  connected  by  a  persob  who  understood 
the  subject,  evidently  conveyed  a  caution  against 
Chisholm.  Mr.  Liston  told  the  deponent,  that  the 
man  Chisholm  had  come  forward  to  him  with  cer- 
tain propositions,  which  it  was  not  within  his  pro- 
vince to  decide  on ;  but  that  he  thought  himself 
obliged  to  refer  him  to  his  Government,  and  twenty 
or  thirty*guineas  for  his  passage  was  a  trifling  ex- 
pense. The  deponent  particularly  mention^  to 
Mr.  Liston  the  bawling  he  had  heard  Chisholm 
make  among  the  Frenchmen,  and  of  his  wearing 
the  national  cockade,  and  the  alarm  it  occasioned 
to  the  deponent  on  account  of  his  vessel  and  car- 
go. He  replied,  that  was  a  cover  to  his  designs, 
and  for  the  purpose  of  gaining  information.  S^n 
after  the  brijyr  sailed,  Mr.  Liston  paid  the  usual 
price  for  Chisholm's  passage,  conformable  to  Mr. 
Thornton's  engagement.  Christian  Jacob  Huetter 
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paid  for  his  own  passage.  The  vessel  left  the 
Capes  on  the  first  of  April,  and  has  never  been 
heard  of  since  by  the  deponent.  Chisholm  wrote 
letters  to  the  deponent  from  the  Capes.  In  the 
first,  dated  March  23d,  he  requests  the  deponent  to 
inform  Mr.  Thorntyn  that  "all  is  well  so  far." 
Under  cover  of  a  letter  which  the  deponent  re- 
ceived from  the  captain^was  an  open  letter  from 
Chisholm,  directed  to  William  Bloant,  Senator 
in  Congress.  The  deponent  was  thunderstruck, 
knowing  Mr.  Blount's  character  and  politics,  to 
see  a  letter  to  him  Irom  a  man  who  pretended  to 
be  pursuing  such  a  plan  as  Chisholm's.  The  de- 
ponent read  the  letter,  and  took  it  to  Mr.  Liston. 
It  contained  only,  in  general  terms,  that  all  was 
goioffonwell;  that  he  expected  a  long  voyage, 
and  desired  remembrance  to  his  family  and  friends; 
and  that  Blount  would  inform  them  how  he  was 
going  on.  Mr.  Liston  advised  to  seal  and  deliver 
the  letter ;  which  was  done. 

The  deponent  declares,  that  it  neter  occurred 
to  him  that  the  United  States  were  either  directly 
or  indirectly  concerned  in  the  progress  or  conse- 
quences of  this  proiect ;  but  he  considered  it  (if 
really  projected,  which  he  very  much  doubted,  ap- 
prehending Chisholm's  real  object  to  be  something 
rery  different)  as  merely  a  wild  enterprise  between 
Bngland  and  Spain,  until  the  late  ptiblications  on 
the  subject. 

Being  further  interrogated,  whether  any  conver- 
sation had  since  passed  between  him  and  Mr. 
Liston,  or  Mr.  Thornton,  on  this  affair,  the  depo- 
nent sailh,  that  about  two  or  threes  weeks  ago,  Mr. 
Thornton  informed  him  that  they  had  some  suspi- 
cions that  Chisholm  had  not  gone  in  the  brig,  and 
requested  the  deponent  to  find  out  the  pilot  and 
inquire.  This  was  before  Blount's  affiiir  exploded. 
The  deponent  obtained  the  information  that  Chis- 
holm had  actually  gone,  and  communicated  it  to 
Mr*  Thornton. 

Beinff  interrogated,  whether  any  conversation 
had  talen  place  between  Mr.  Liston  and  him, 
since  the  di/scoyerv  of  Blount's  business,  the  de- 
ponent answers,  that  on  the  day  of  Bir.  Blount's 
examination  in  the  Senate,  the  deponent  was  pass- 
ing by  Mr.  Bond's  house,  and  was  called  in  by 
Mr.  Liston.  After  other  conversation  relative  to 
the' papers  of  a  captured  vessel,  Mr.  Liston  asked 
the  deponent  if  heliad  informed  anybody  that  he, 
Mr.  Liston,  had  paid  Chisholm's  passage  7  The 
deponent  told  Mr.  Liston  he  had  not,  nor  had  said 
anything  else  on  the  subject  but  that  he  had  strong 
reasons  to  apprehend  that  Chisholm  had  talked  ol 
it  himself  to  several  persons.  Mr.  Liston  said,  he 
could  not  have  done  his  duty  if  he  had  not  sent 
him  on  to  his  Government,  for  them  to  hear  and 
decide  on  his  plans,  which  were  beyond  his  pow- 
en  to  act  on.  WILUAM  DAVY. 

(CD  No.  2.) 
Eatract  of  a  Utter  from  Thomas  Doxy  to  Wiir 
Uam  Daxy^  daJt/ed 
'*  LoNoon,  September  13, 1797. 
**  The  papers  you  sent  me  concerning  the  busi- 
aew  with  which  Captain  Chisholm  was  commis- 
5lh  Con.— 75 


sioned  to  our  Court  did  not  at  all  surprise  me ;  I 
do  not  wonder  it  should  have  transpired  from  such 
hands.  He  made  some  vain  attempts  to  borrow 
cash  from  me  on  the  credit  of  your  recommenda- 
tion. Being  desirous  that  not  the  slightest  re- 
commendation from  you  should  be  neglected.  I 
sent  to  Lord  Qrenville's  oflice  to  be  satisfied  of  tne 
reality  of  the  story  he  told  me ;  and  there  found 
that,  though  bis  business  was  treated  by  the  Min- 
isters as  it  deserved,  they  had  not,  as  he  pretended 
to  me,  refused  him  pecuniary  assistance,  but  had 
absolutely  supi^ied  him  largely:  I  mean,  in  a 
manner  fully  adequate  to  his  pretensions.  In  con- 
sequence hereof,  on  my  sending  him  word  that  it 
would  not  suit  me  to  advance  him  any  money,  I 
saw  no  more  of  him." 


(EF.) 

The  deposition  of  George  Lesher,  aged  forty-eight  yean 
and  upward,  being  duly  sworn  before  the  Committee 
of  the  House  of  Representativef  of  the  United  States, 
appointed  to  prepare  and  report  Articles  of  Impeachr 
ment  against  William  Blount,  a  Senator  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  impeached  by  the  said  House,  of  high 
crimes  and  misdemeanors,  by  Reynold  Keene,  one  of 
the  Aldermen  of  the  city  of  Philadeli^iia,  on  the  19th 
day  of  July,  1797. 

Gborqe  Lbs  her,  being  duly  sworn,  deposeth 
and  saith,  that,  for  several  years,  he  nas  kept  a 
tavern  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia  y  that  some  tiine 
late  in  the  last  Fall  a  man,  called  Captain  Chis- 
holm, came  to  his  house  with  a  party  of  Indians ; 
that,  after  they  went  away^  he  remained  until 
about  the  first  of  April,  withm  which  time  he  ob- 
served to  this  deponent,  that  it  would  be  a  fine 
thing  if  the  Floridas  could  be  taken  from  the 
Spaniards. 

That  there  lodged  in  his  house,  at  the  same 
time,  a  man  of  the  name  of  Huetter,  who,  he  un- 
derstood, intended  to  go  to  Hamburg ;  three  days 
before  the  vessel  was  to  sail  in  which  he  was  to 
go,  Chisholm  came  to  this  deponent  in  his  back 
room,  and  said  he  was  going  to  Europe,  and 
should  make  his  fortune ;  on  the  next  day,  in  the 
evening,  ne  came  to  him  again,  and  said  now  h^ 
should  certainly  go,  as  everything  was  fixed,  and 
the  vessel  ready ;  he  told  to  this  deponent,  as  a 
secret,  what  his  plan  was ;  that  the  vessel  in  which 
he  was  going  would  clear  out  for  Hambuig,  but 
would  go  to  England,  where  he  should  land,  and 
expected  to  get  a  commission ;  and  that  he  should 
sail  from  thence  with  a  fleet  to  Pensacola  or  Lou- 
isiana, where  he  should  be  joined  by  a  number  of 
Indians,  for  he  could  raise  two  thousand  of  them 
by  firing  a  cannon. 

On  the  evening  before  Chisholm  sailed,  he 
showed  to  this  deponent  a  packet  of  papers,  aoont 
three  inches  thiclL  covered  with  lead  and  sealed, 
for  England,  whicn  he  said  he  should  throw  over- 
board ir  taken  by  the  French,  and  become  himself 
a  Frenchman. 

On  the  next  morning  he  ^^^t  awaj  in  the 

Wilmington  stase  for  Newcastle,  at  which  place 

the  deponent  understood  he  was  to  take  shipping. 

While  Chisholm  was  at  the  house  of  this  depo- 
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nent,  he  was  arrested  by  aa  under-sheriff,  as  the 
endorser  of  ^  note  of  four  hundred  dollars,  drawn 
by  Governor  Blount  For  some  time  he  opposed 
the  payment,  saying  that  he  did  not  owe  the  mo- 
ney. However,  after  much  conversation,  he  went 
out.  attended  by  the  sheriff,  and  on  his  return 
declared  that  he  had  paid  the  four  hundred  dol- 
lars, which  he  regretted,  as  he  had  been  forced  to 
sacrifice,  at  the  loss  of  five  or  six  dollars  in  the 
hundred,  a  note  of  five  hundred  dollars,  which  he 
had  received  from  Mr.  Bond,  the  British  Consul. 
GEORGE  LESHER. 

(GH.) 

On  the  twenty-seventh  day  of  Julv,  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
ninety-seven,  in  pursuance  of  an  order  of  the 
Committee  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  States,  appointed  to  prepare  and  report 
Articles  of  Impeachment  against  William  Blount, 
a  Senator  of  tne  United  States,  impeached  by  the 
said  House  of  "  hich  crimes  and  misdemeanors," 
Mr.  William  Bell,  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia, 
merchant,  appeared  before  the  said  committee,  and 
being  first  auly  sworn  according  to  law,  by  Rey- 
nold Keen,  Esquire,  one  of  the  Associate  Judges 
of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  of  the  county  of 
Philadelphia,  and  one  of  the  Aldermen  of  the  said 
city,  did  depose  and  say : 

That  a  bill  of  exchange  was  sent  to  him  by 
Walter  Roe^  of  Baltimorej  drawn  by  Stephen 
Duncan  on  John  Chisholm,  m  favor  of  Alexander 
S.  Roe,  dated  the  4th  of  April.  1796,  for  four  hun- 
dred dollars ;  that  he  was  informed  by  Mr.  Roe 
that  Chisholm  had  come  to  Philadelphia,  and  was 
to  receive  money  on  account  of  the  Indians,  and 
the  deponent  was  requested  to  demand  payment 
of  the  oiU.  The  deponent  sent  up  the  bill  for  pay- 
ment to  Mr.  Chisholm.  who  had  accepted  it  before 
it  came  to  the  hanas  of  the  deponent.  Chis- 
holm's  answer  was,  that  he  would  pay  it  in  a  few 
days.  The  depjonent  sent  again  and  again,  very 
often,  and  received  still  the  same  answer  for  the 
space  of  three  months.  The  deponent  then  sent 
word  to  Chisholm  that  he  thougnt  he  was  trifled 
with,  and  that,  if  Chisholm  did  not  pay  the  ac- 
ceptance, the  deponent  would  bring  a  suit  against 
him.  Chisholm  replied  that  it  was  not  his  own 
debt,  that  it  was  for  Grovernor  Blouni ;  that  he 
had  been  disappointed  in  receiving  money  for  the 
Indians,  that  he  was  going  on  to  New  Y  ork,  and 
if  the  deponent  would  wait  for  his  return,  he 
would  certainly  pay  the  debt,  as  he  was  to  get 
inoney  there.  On  his  return  lie  said  he  had  been 
disappointed,  and  that,  if  the  deponent  would  wait 
a  few  days  longer,  he  expected  Governor  Blount 
would  suppljr  him  with  the  money.  The  depo- 
nent then  waited,  and  then  sent  again ;  Chisholm 
said  he  had  not  got  the  money.  On  receiving 
this  answer,  the  deponent  directed  Mr.  Joseph 
Read,  attorney  at-law,  to  take  out  a  writ  for  him. 
The  writ  was  taken  out  and  served,  and  then 
Chisholm  waited  on  the  deponent  at  his  counting- 
house.  He  told  the  deponent  that  he  had  been 
very  much  disappointed  in  his  expectations  of 


getting  money ;  that  the  money  he  was  to  have 
received  here  had  been  sent  on  by  Congress  to  the 
proper  officer  in  Tennessee,  which  deprived  him 
of  receiving  it  in  this  city ;  that  when  the  she- 
riff's officer  had  come  to  take  him,  he  was  in  com- 
pany with  two  or  three  gentlemen  at  Lesher's 
tavern ;  that  the  officer  asked  for  him,  and  was 
told  by  one  of  the  company  that  he  had  gone  out 
about  ten  minutes ;  that  on  receiving  this  inform- 
ation, the  officer  had  turned  about  and  walked 
away ;  that  when  the  officer  had  gone  ofi[^  the  gen- 
tlemen told  him  that  the  man  was  a  sheriff's  (^GU 
cer;  that  he  immediately  jumped  up,  followed 
the  officer,  and  told  him  that  the  information 
which  haa  been  given  to  him  was  a  mistake,  and 
that  he  was  the  man  the  officer  had  inquirea  for ; 
that  he  never  wished  to  do  an  improper  thing ; 
that  the  debt  he  was  sued  for  was  a  just  one ;  tw 
he  had  been  disappointed  in  his  expectation  of 
receiving  money  here ;  that  he  had  no  friends,  and 
was  an  entire  stranger  in  the  city  ;  that  if  the  de- 
ponent wished  it,  he  would  co  to  jail  immediately, 
for  he  was  not  able  to  pay  the  money  at  that  time^ 
but  that,  if  the  deponent  would  trust  his  honor, 
he  would  appropriate  the  first  money  he  should 
receive  to  the  payment  of  the  bill,  which  he  ex- 
pected would  be  m  sixty  days  at  the  outside.  He 
also  said  he  expected  he  should  be  able  to  settle 
the  debt  with  Mr.  Roe,  as  he  should  go  through 
Baltimore ;  that  he  had  some  friends  there  who 
would  enable  him  to  do  it.  In  consequence  of 
his  conduct  and  declarations,  the  deponent  with- 
drew the  suit.  This  transaction  took  place  some 
time  in  March  last. 

The  deponent  further  declares,  that  he  never 
received  from  Chisholm  any  note  or  bill  of  Mr. 
Bond's  in  payment,  nor  did  Chisholm  ever  men- 
tion Mr.  Bond  to  the  deponent  at  all. 

WILLIAM  BELL. 

(IK  No.  U.) 

Letter  from  THmothy  Pickering,  Esq,,  to  the 
Cky/nmittee. 

Philadelphia,  July  26, 1797. 

Gentlemen  :  In  a  note  received  from  Mr.  Har- 
per, I  was  requested  to  put  into  writing,  for  the 
use  of  the  Committee^  the  substance  ofiny  con- 
versation with  Mr.  Liston,  the  British  Minister, 
particularly  that  part  which  relates  to  the  corres- 
pondence with  Dr.  Roma^ne.   I  give  it  as  follows : 

When  the  Spanish  Mmister,  the  Chevalier  de 
Yrujo,  had  formally  expressed  to  me  his  suspicion 
that  an  expedition  was  preparing  on  the  Lakes,  on 
the  part  ot  the  Bnglish,  the  object  of  which  was 
to  attack  Upper  Louisiana,  I  mentioned  it  to  Mr. 
Liston.  He  instantly  answered,  that  he  had  no 
knowledge  of  any  such  preparations.  I  remarked, 
that  to  me  the  project  suggested  did  not  bear  the 
resemblance  of  probability ;  that  very  great  em- 
barrassments must  be  encountered  in  transpoTtiog 
troops,  cannon,  stores,  and  provisions,  from  Canada 
to  toe  Mississippi:  and  besides,  that  the  British 
had  not  in  that  country  a  force  that  was  adequate 
to  the  execution  of  such  a  plan. 
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At  a  sabsequent  period,  I  am  inclined  to  think 
it  was  in  the  latter  part  of  April,  after  the  Spanish 
Minister  had  repeated  his  suspicion  of  an  expedi- 
tion intended  from  Caoada  against  Upper  Louis- 
iana, and  which  I  agaia  mentioned  to  Mr.  Lis  ton, 
the  latter  again  said  that  he  had  no  knowledge 
of  such  a  desi£;n.  But  he  added,  that  a  proposal 
had  been  maae  to  him  of  an  expedition  to  the 
Southward,  against  the  Spanish  possessions,  but 
which  he  had  no  power  to  authorize.  And,  as  to 
General  Clarke  of  Georgia-  to  whom  the  Spanish 
Minister  said  he  certain^  knew  that  propositions 
had  been  made  by  the  British,  relative  to  an  at- 
tack on  the  Flondas,  he  (Mr.  Liston)  did  not 
recollect  ever  to  have  heard  of  the  man,  and  cer- 
tainly that  he  had  no  knowledge  of  any  such  pro- 
positions. 

Mr.  Liston  has  informed  me.  that  when  he  ob- 
jected to  the  project  of  an  expedition  against  the 
Spanish  territories  at  the  Southward,  because,  on 
the  plan  of  the  projector,  it  could  not  be  attempted 
without  violating  the  neutral  ric'his  of  the  United 
States,  the  projector  answered,  tnat  the  men  goine; 
from  the  United  States  would  march  tmarmedj 
and  not  take  arms  until  they  should  be  within  the 
Spanish  territory.  When  he  told  the  projector, 
that  he  (Mr.  Liston)  had  no  authority  to  institute 
such  an  expedition,  he  asked  if  the  Governor,  or 
General  commanding  in  Canada  could  not  author- 
ise it  ?  To  this  Mr.  Liston  answered^  that  the 
Governor  doubtless  possessed  certain  military  pow- 
ers, but  he  presumed  that  he  would  not  think  him- 
self authorized  to  direct  the  execution  of  a  plan 
of  this  kind ;  and  all  that  he  (Mr.  Liston)  could 
do,  would  be  to  write  to  the  British  Government, 
and  await  its  answer,  which,  indeed,  might  be 
long  in  coming,  or  might  not  come  at  all,  partly 
on  account  of  the  important  objects  which  en- 
gaged its  attention,  and  partly  pn  account  of  the 
strong  objections  to  the  project  itself.  This  was 
about  the  beginning  of  January  last.  The  answer 
not  arriving  as  soon  as  the  eagerness  of  the  pro- 
jector expected^  he  became  impatient,  and  was 
extremely  pressing  to  go  to  England  to  obtain,  in 
person,  an  answer  to  the  British  Government ;  to 
which,  Mr.  Liston  said,  he  with  much  reluctance 
consented. 

-  I  asked  Mr.  Liston  if  a  trading  scheme  formed 
any  part  of  the  project  which  had  been  proposed 
to  hW  ?    He  answered  in  the  affirmative. 

Governor  Blount  having,  in  his  letter  to  Carey, 
expressed  his  doubts  whether  Chisholm  was  gone 
to  Bngland,  I  asked  Mr.  Liston  of  the  fact.  He 
answered  that  he  was  certainly  gone ;  that  he  em- 
barked in  a  vessel  from  Philadelphia;  that  he 
(Mr.  Liston)  had  paid  for  his  passage ;  and  that 
he  had  seen  tetters  brought  by  the  puot,  received 
from  Chisholm  when  he  was  far  down  the  Dela- 
ware, or  at  the  Capes. 

Having  learnt  from  the  Committee,  or  some  of 
its  meml^.  that  they  had  received  information 
that  Chisholm  had  said  that  he  discharged  a  debt 
for  which  he  had  become  engaged  (I  think  for 
€k)vemor  Blount)  by  making  some  sacrifice  oa  a 
note  or  obligation  irom  Mr.  Bond,  the  British 
Ooiuml,  I  mentioned  the  circumstance  to  BAr.  Lb- 


ton,  who  answered,  that  he  knew  of  no  such 
thinff,and  that  he  had  never  communicated  to 
Mr.  Bond  any  information  of  the  project  in  ques- 
tion. Afterwards  (I  believe  on  the  same  day)  1 
met  Mr.  Liston,  when  he  (old  me  that  he  had 
mentioned  to  Mr.  Bond  the  story  of  his  note  or 
obligation  to  Chisholm.  Mr.  Bond  said  he  had 
never  given  either;  that  he  had  never  paid  him 
any  money  nor  even  knew  the  man.  As  this 
story,  however,  tended  to  excite  a  suspicion  that 
other  moneys  might  have  been  paid  to  Chisholm 
by  Mr.  Liston,  or  by  his  directions,  1  asked  him  if 
he  had  ever  paid  anything  to  or  for  Chisholm, 
besides  his  passage-money.  He  answered  that  he 
had  not;  that  even  his  passage-money  was  not 
paid  into  the  hands  of  Chisholm^  but  to  the  mas- 
ter or  owner  of  the  vessel  in  which  he  embarked. 
But  as  Chisholm,  on  his  arrival  in  London  a  per- 
fect stranger,  would  need  some  money  for  his 
immediate  support,  he  (Mr.  Liston)  gave  him  a 
draught  on  his  banker  for  twenty  pounds  sterling; 
but  whether  this  has  been  actually  paid  to  him 
or  not  Mr.  Liston  has  not  received  mformation. 
And  in  his  letter  to  Mr.  Hammond  concerning 
Chisholm's  voyage,  Mr.  Liston  said  he  had  inti- 
mated the  necessity  Df  paying  for  his  passage  back 
to  America ;  apologizing  for  permitting  him  to 
ffo  to  England,  by  saying  that  the  whole  would 
be  an  expense  of  only  about  a  hundred  pounds. 
Mr.  Liston  added,  that  these  were  all  the  moneys 
ever  paid  or  promised  by  him  to  any  person  or 
persons  concerned  in  the  project  in  question. 

With  respect  to  Dr.  Roifiayne,  Mr.  Liston  in- 
formed me,  that  a  day  or  two  before  he  left  Lon- 
don in  March,  1796,  he  breakfasted  with  the  Ame- 
rican Minister,  and  found  there  Dr.  Romayne,  of 
New  York,  wno  was  introduced  to  him  by  Mr. 
Pinckney.  That  this  circumstance,  with  the 
Doctor's  civility,  and  the  strain  of  his  conversa- 
tion, led  him  to  form  a  favorable  opinion  of  his 
character.  That  he  never  saw  him  before,  nor 
has  since  seen  him.  That  he  did  not  know  of  his 
return  from  Europe,  until  towards  the  latter  part 
of  last  April,  and  a  few  days  after  Chisholm  had 
embarked  for  England,  when,  with  some  surprise, 
he  received  a  letter  from  the  Doctor,  datea  the 
14th  of  that  month. 

That,  in  this  letter,  the  Doctor  reminded  him  of 
their  interview  at  Mr.  Pinckney 's,  expressed  his 

food  wishes,  and  alluding,  as  it  appeared  to  Mr. 
iiston,  though  in  covered  terms,  to  the  project  of 
an  expedition  to  be  undertaken  with  the  aid  of  * 
persons  resident  within  the  United  States,  and  to 
certain  matters  that  had  been  discussed  between 
the  British  Minister  and  some  ofthe  parties,  men- 
tioned the  delicacy  of  Mr.  Liston's  situation,  cau- 
tioned him  against  interfering  in  a  business  that 
could  not,  with  propriety,  be  patronized  by  a  per- 
son in  a  public  character,  and  particularly  put  nim 
upon  his  guard  against  certain  men  who  nad  made 
application  to  him  upon  the  subject,  and  who,  the 
Doctor  said,  were  not  to  be  trusted.  That  Dr. 
Romayne  named  no  one,  but  hinted  that,  if  he  had 
an  opportunity  of  communicating  with  Mr.  Lis- 
ton, he  might  enter  into  further  particulars. 
Mr.  Liston  said  that,  as  he  had^lready  r^oua 
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to  doubt  the  good  faith  of  some  of  those  who  had 
come  to  talk  with  him  on  the  business,  he  was 
still  more  apprehensive  in  consequence  of  the  sus- 
picion thrown  out  by  Dr.  Romayne,  and  hence 
became  anxious  to  draw  from  hiin  further  explan- 
ations, especially  with  regard  to  individuals. 

He  therefore  wrote  to  the  Doctor,  on  the  28th 
of  April,  the  letter  which  is  in  the  possession  of 
the  Committee,  calculated,  as  he  thought,  for  this 
purpose,  as  it  was  meant  to  inspire  confidence,  by 
tdlmg  the  truth.  That  the  mention  in  the  letter 
of  sending  a  jierson  of  consequence  to  the'soene  of 
action,  Mr.  Liston  said,  was  occasioned  by  a  pas- 
sage in  the  Doctor's  letter  to  him,  in  wnich  he 
seemed  particularly  to  dissuade  from  a  step  of  this 
nature,  mlsely  supposing  that  Mr.  Liston  had  al- 
ready taken  some  resolution  in  respect  to  it.  Mr. 
Liston  said  that,  conceiving  the  sending  of  snoh  a 
confidential  person  to  be  a  necessary  preliminary 
in  case  the  project  received  attention  m  England, 
he  stated  this  opinion,  in  a  few  words,  to  the 
Doctor,  in  the  hope  of  inducing  him  to  five  his 
sentiments  fully  on  that  point.  But  that  ne  (Mr. 
Liston)  had  been  disappointed  in  the  Doctor's  an- 
swer, which  did  not  give  the  frank  communica- 
tion which  was  desir^ ;  that  his  style  was  still 
mysterious;  that  he  seemed  to  have  misunder- 
stood what  was  written  to  him,  and  avoided  en- 
tering into  any  detail.  That  Mr.  Liston  did  not 
reply,  and  that  here  the  correspondence  ended. 

I  have  been  enabled  to  detail  so  many  particu- 
lars on  this  subject  of  Doctor  Romayn'e's  corre- 
spondence by  conversing  with  Mr.  Liston  again, 
since  the  Committee's  request  was  communicated 
to  me  by  Mr.  Harper.  On  my  hinting  to  him  the 
wish  of  the  Committee,  which  I  did  immediately 
on  receiving  Mr.  Sitgreaves's  letter  of  the  13tn 
instant,  to  be  possessed  of  Dr.  Romavne's  letter  to 
which  Mr.  Liston's  was  an  answer,  he  said  it  was 
destroyed. 

In  the  same  letter  the  Committee  expressed 
their  desire  to  see  Lord  Grenville's  letter,  which 
I  informed  them  Mr.  Liston  had  shown  to  me, 
and  intimated  that  a  copy  of  it  would  be  conve- 
nient. I  have  already  shown  you  the  original  by 
Mr.  Liston's  consent ;  and  I  now  enclose  a  copy, 
together  with  a  copy  of  the  note  in  which  Mr. 
Luton  sent  it  to  me,  to  show  under  what  reserve 
it  was  thus  submitted,  viz :  that  it  should  not  be 
exhibited  to  prove  the  criminality  of  any  of  the 
•  persons  concerned  in  the  plan  in  question;  for 
which  reason  I  have  left  a  blank  in  the  copy 
where  the  name  of  one  of  those  persons  was  in- 
troduced. 

I  return  the  original  letter  of  'April  28th,  from 
Mr.  Liston  to  Doctor  Romayne,  which  was  found 
among  the  papers  of  the  latter. 

I  am,  gentlemea,  very  respectfully,  your  obedi- 
ent servant, 

TIMOTHY  PICKERING. 

Samuel  Sitobeaves,  Abraham  Baluwin,  R.  G. 
Harper,  John  Dawson,  and  James  BatarD) 
Esq's,  a  Committee  of  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives on  Governor  Blount's  impeachment. 


Philadelphia,  July  15. 1797. 

R.  Liston  presents  his  respects  to  CcJond  Pick- 
ering, Secretary  of  State : 

I  have  the  honor  of  enclosing,  according  to  yoor 
desire,  Lord  Grenville's  original  despatch  to  me 
respecting  the  proposal  for  an  attack  on  a  part  of 
the  Spanish  territories  in  North  America;  and 
you  have  my  leave  to  show  it  to  the  President, 
and  to  make  what  other  use  of  its  contents  you 
may,  in  your  discretion,  judge  expedient ;  alwap 
with  the  reserve,  which  1  am  confident  you  wiU 
not  think  it  improper  I  should  put  in,  that  it  shall 
not  be  exhibited  to  prove  the  criminality  of  any 
of  the  persons  concerned  in  the  plan  in  question. 

True  copy  of  the  original  letter : 

GEO.  TAYLOR,  Jr., 
Chief  Clerk  in.  Department  of  State. 

No.  6. 

Downing  Street,  April  8, 1797. 

Sir  :  In  answer  to  your  despatches  Nos.  2  and 
3, 1  have  to  inform  you  that  the  proposal  which 
has  been  made  to  you  by  Mr.  — ,  as  mentioned 
in  those  despatches,  for  endeavoring  to  wrest  the 
two  Floridas  from  Spain,  has  been  taken  into 
consideration  by  His  Majesty's  confidential  ser- 
vants, but  it  has  not  been  thought  expedient  to  ac- 
cede to  it  or  to  adopt  any  measures  for  carrying  it 
into  execution. 

Without  entering  into  a  detail  of  the  vanous 
considerations  that  have  led  to  this  decision,  I 
think  it  merely  necessary  to  observe  that,exclu«iTe- 
ly  of  the  inadequacy  of  the  means  to  the  end  pro- 
posed, the  two  objections  which  have  occurred  to 
yourself,  the  necessity  of  employing  the  Indian^ 
and  the  impropriety  of  originating  within  the 
United  States  any  hostile  expediuon  against  a 
nation  with  which  they  are  at  peace,  are  of  suflSr 
cient  magnitude  to  counterbalance  the  advan- 
tages which  are  likely  to  result  from  the  execu- 
tion of  such  a  plan. 

I  have,  therefore,  to  signify  to  you  the  King's 
pleasure,  that  you  take  an  early  opportunity  of 

mforming  Mr. that  you  have  submitted  his 

design  to  His  Majesty's  Government,  but  that  it 
has  not  been  thought  advisable  to  afford  any  as- 
sistance from  this  CQuntry  towards  carrying  it  iato 
effect. 

I  am,  with  great  truth  and  regard,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

(Signed)       GRENVILLB. 

Robert  Liston,  Esq..  dbc. 

True  copy  of  the  original  letter^  blanks  being 
left  for  the  name,  which  occurs  twice : 

GEO.  TAYLOR,  Jr., 
Chief  Clerk  in  Department  of  State. 

(LM.) 

Gmims  TvmvBK,  Esq^  late  of  the  Temtoiy  of  tiia 
United  States  Northwest  of  the  liver  Ohio,  bemg  dnj^ 
gwomby  Hilary  Baker,  Em}.,  Mayor  of  the  city  ofPhil- 
adelphia*  before  the  Committee  of  the  Hooae  of  Repn^ 
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«eiitatiT6B»  on  ^the  fifth  day  of  September,  in  the  yeer 
of  our  Lord  one  thonetnd  eeven  hundred  and  ninetj- 
•eren,  deposeth  aa  fbllowa : 

That  some  time  in  February  last  (but  the  de- 
ponent does  not  recollect  the  day)  the  deponent 
met  William  Blount  in  the  streets  of  Philadelphia. 
Hayinfi"  before  been  acquainted  with  him,  he  re- 
quested the  deponent  to  call  frequently  to  see  him, 
and  said  that  he  had  a  jRreat  deal  to  say  to  the  de- 
ponent Some  days. afterwards  the  deponent  did 
calL  In  the  course  of  conversation,  he  asked  the 
deponent  many  questions  abQUt  the  State  of  Up- 
per Louisiana,  which  he  said  he  understood  the 
deponent  had  visited  lately,  and  about  the  naviga- 
tion of  the  Mississippi.  He  also  made  particular 
inquiries  respecting  the  state  of  the  Spanish  posts 
and  forces  in  that  quarter.  He  requested  permis- 
sion to  take  down  the  the  deponent's  answers  in 
writing,  for  which  he  made  some  apology  that 
seemed  plausible  at  that  time^  thoneii  the  depo- 
nent does  not  now  recollect  it.  The  deponent 
consented,  and  he  did  take  down  the  deponent's 
answers.  The^  are,  in  part  contained  in  a  paper 
now  in  possession  of  the  Committee,  endorsed, 
**  Qeorge  Turner,  Memor.  of  Force*'  dtc.,"  which 
is  in  Mr.  Blount's  handwriting.  Some  particu- 
lars respecting  the  navigation  of  the  river,  and  the 
roads,  are  omitted. 

The  deponent  has  had  no  conversation  with 
Mr.  Blount  on  that  subject  since,  nor  did  he  ever 
suspect  or  conjecture  the  purpose  for  which  the 
information  ffiven  by  the  deponent  was  desired, 
until  the  late  discovery  of  Blount's  correspondence 
with  Carey. 

Being  m  conversation,  since  that  discovery, 
with  Mr.  Oliver  Pollock,  who  formerly  resided  at 
New  Orleans,  he  informed  the  deponent  that,  some 
months  ago,  Mr.  Blount  made  many  inquiries 
from  him  respecting  the  situation  of  Lower  Lou- 
isiana, esuecially  as  to  the  state  of  the  forces,  posts, 
and  fortincations ;  and,  at  length,  pushed  them  so 
far,  as  to  induce  him  to  decline  any  further  an- 
swer. This  brought  to  the  deponent's  recollec- 
tion the  conversation  which  the  deponent  himself 
had  with  Mr.  Blount  and  gave  him  the  first  sus- 
picion of  the  object  or  Mr.  Blount's  inquiries. 
GEORGE  TURNER. 

Sworn  the  5th  day  of  September  1797,  before 

'  HILARY  BAKER, 

Mayor  of  the  cUy  of  Philadelphia. 

(NO.) 

The  deposition  of  Elisha  B.  Hopkins,  aged  forty  years 
and  upwards,  being  duly  sworn  before  the  Oommit* 
tee  of  the  Honse  of  RepNsentothres  of  the  United 
dtates,  appointed  to  ^preipm  and  report  Articles  of 
ImpeadiBaent  against  William  Blouat,  a  Senator  of 
the  United  States,  impeaohed  by  the  said  House  of 
High  Crimes  and  Misdemeanois»  by  Reynold  Keene, 
one  of  the  Aldennea  of  the  City  c^  Philadelphia^  on 
the  Uth  day  of  Jn<y,  1797. 
Blisha  B*  HoPKiiia,  being  duhr  sworn,  deposeth 

•ad  saith,  that  in  the  course  of  the  Itst  Wiater, 


when  he  was  in  the  habit  of  being  every  day  at 
Mr.  Allison's,  where  Grovemor  Blount  lodged,  and 
very  intimate  with  Governor  Blount  in  business, 
rtoo  intimate,  unfortunately  for  him,')  he  was  in 
Governor  Blount's  room,  and  a  man  of  the  name 
of  Chisholm  came  in;  Governor  Blount  and  Alli- 
son w»e  both  in  the  room ;  Chisholm  took  out 
Gbvemor  Blount,  and  they  had  some  private  con- 
versation. Governor  Blount  soon  returned  with- 
out hini,  and  asked  the  deponent  if  he  could  xhhA. 
it  possible  that  that  man  (naming  Chish<^m) 
should  have  address  enough  to  intr^uce  himfletf 
to  the  Bri  tish  Minister  1  T  he  deponen  t  &n  s wered^ 
his  appearance  and  manners  were  against  him,; 
but  as  Governor  Blount  had  informed  him  he  was 
an  Indian  countryman,  that  perhaps  the  British 
might  make  him  instrumoital  by  paying  him 
more  than  the  United  States.  That  noting  fva^ 
ther  passed  at  this  time. 

That  some  time  after,  in  the  month  of  March, 
the  deponent  was  with  Mr.  Allison,  and  Chiahoka 
and  Blount  came  into  the  room;  upon  finding  the 
deponent  and  Mr.  Allison  there,  they  retired  to«a 
office  in  the  front  of  the  house.  Soon  after  Gov- 
ernor Blount  returned,  and  observed  to  the  depo- . 
nent  that  that  B](kn(CniBholm)  had  so  inirratialed 
himself  with  the  British  Minister,  as  to  nave  the 
promise  of  a  Lieutenant  Colonel's  commission, 
and  that  he  was  going  to  England. 

And  the  deponent  further  saith,  that  in  the  eousie 
of  conversation  with  a  friend  of  his,  in  town, 
about  five  or  six  weeks  ago,  inauinng  of  the  news 

generally,  his  friend  informed  hiai,  either  that  he 
ad  seen  a  letter,  or  heard  one  read,  by  which  it 
appeared  that  a  number  of  old  revolution  charac- 
ters in  Georgia  were  going  to  join  the  Bdttah 
against  the  Spaniards  and  French,  in  an  expedition 
against  East  Florida,  which  was  a  matter  of  ap- 
prise to  the  deponent,  who  knew  that  some  of 
them  were  v^y  inveterate  against  the  British. 
The  deponent  asked  if  he  was  confident  of  it.  He 
said  the  information  was  such  he  thought  it  pretty 
correct,  and  he  save  the  deponent  hints  which  led 
him  to  believe  he  knew  some  of  the  character. 
He  was  induced  to  suspect  a  character  who  hsd 
been  confined  a  long  time  by  the  Spaniards  at  St. 
-Augustine^  and  had  formerly  been  a  colonel  in 
the  American  army.  He  meant  Colonel  John 
M'Intosh.  This  conversation  ended  in  the  depo- 
nent's expressing  his  astonishment.  Shortly  atter 
the  deponent  met  Mr/  Richard  Smyth,  and  the 
news  of  the  day  being  inquired,  he  observed  to 
Mr.  Smyth  that  he  was  intimate  with  the  Spanish 
Minister.  Smyth  said  he  was.  The  deponent 
then  desired  him  to  inform  the  Spanish  Minister 
that  if  he  wished  an  interview,  he  had  something 
to  communicate  of  consequence  to  him  and  his 
nation .  He  then  gave  Smyth  a  few  hints  respect- 
ing the  business.  The  deponent  hotrd  nothing 
further  of  the  matter  till  about  ten  or  fifteen  dajrs 
affo.  He  was  then  in  company  with  Governor 
Blount  on  business  at  Bfr.  Allison's,  and  Governor 
Blount  asked  him,  in  direct  and  pretty  positive 
terms,  what  the  information  was  he  was  ffoing  to 
give  the  Spanish  Minister  (this  was  before  the 
communicatiott  of  his  letter  to  Congress,)  respedt- 
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in^  a  number  of  respectable  characters  going  to 
join  the  British  in  an  expedition  against  the  Span- 
iards and  French  in  the  Floridas,  for  that  Smyth 
had  told  him  the  deponent  was  ffoing  to  make  a 
commuDication  of  the  kind.  Tne  deponent  in- 
formed him  that  he  did  not  know  those  characters, 
bat  repeated  the  information  he  had  received  from 
his  friend.  He  asked  him  if  he  had  heard  of  any 
commissions  being  granted  by  the  British  Minis- 
ter to  any  characters  whatever?  The  deponent 
answered,  no.  If  the  deponent  had  heard  of  any 
commisions  being  granted  by  the  French  Min- 
ister? He  said,  yes,  he  had  seen  them  when  he 
was  in  Georgia,  1794.  Did  he  think  any  of  those 
commissions  were  now  existing?  The  dejionent 
informed  him  he  did  not  know,  but  thought  it  pro- 
bable, as  Major  De  Bert  had  some  formerly,  and 
miff ht  have  them  still ;  and  so  the  conversation 
ended  at  this  time.  After  the  conversation,  the 
deponent  immediately  called  on  Mr.  Smyth,  and 
asked  him  the  reason  why  be  had  not  made  the 
communication  to  the  Spanish  Minister  as  he  had 
desired,  instead  of  informing  Governor  Blount  of 
it.  He  answered^  that  he  had  informed  the  Span- 
ish Minister  of  it.  It  then  struck  the  deponent 
that  perhaps  the  Minister  thougnt  it  of  no  conse- 
quence, and  he  troubled  himself  no  further  about  it. 

A  few  days  after  the  conversation  with  Smyth, 
the  deponent  met  Mr.  Fatio,  the  Secretary  of  the 
Spanish  Minister;  bethinks  it  was  the  day  before 
the  communication  to  Congress.  He  asked  Fatio 
if  Smyth  had  made  any  communication  from 
him  to  the  Spanish  Minister?  Fatio  said,  not  to 
his  knowledge.  He  observed  to  the  deponent  that 
it  he  knew  anything,  he  wished  him  to  make  the 
communication  in  writing,  as  something  very  im- 
portant was  goinff  forward ;  he  appeared  in  a  great 
hurry,  and  passed  on. 

Smyth  afterwards  told  the  deponent  he  had 
made  the  communication  to  the  Spanish  Minister 
when  they  were  playing  at  back^mmon.  and  that 
the  Minister  did  not  seem  to  notice  it. 

The  deponent  fuither  saith,  that  there  was 
great  intimacy  between  Mr.  Smyth  and  Governor 
Blount. 

And  further  the  deponent  saith  not. 

(Pa.) 

The  deposition  of  Doctor  Charies  Buxton,  aged  twenty, 
seven  years  or  upwards,  taken  before  the  Committee 
of  the  House  of  Representatives,  appointed  to  prepare 
and  repent  Articles  of  Impeachment  against  William 
Blount,  a  Senator  of  the  United  States,  impeached 
by  the  said  House  of  High  Crimes  and  Misdemea- 
nors, on  the  twentieth  day  of  July,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  ninety-seven. 
Doctor  Charles  Buxton,  being  sworn  on  the 
Holy  Evangelists  of  Almighty  Qod,  doth  depose 
and  say: 

That  Dr.  Roinayne  has  mentioned  to  him  that 
he  had  expectations  of  acquiring  large  quantities 
of  land  in  the  Western  or  Southern  country,  and 
that  he  (this  deponent^  should  have  an  advanta- 
geous appointment;  that  he  was  advised  by  the 
Doctor  to  postpone  the  acceptance  of  a  commis- 


sion in  the  New  York  Militia,  as  his  removal  frotai 
that  State,  if  the  plan  went  into  effect,  would  DOt 
it  out  of  his  power  to  discharge  its-  duties:  Uiii 
was  in  the  beginning  of  May. 

That  he  had  read  a  letter  to  Doctor  Romance, 
he  thinks  from  Sir  William  Puiteney,  in  which 
Mr.  Liston  is  mentioned,  aod  the  Doctor  advised 
to  consult  with  him,  as  the  name  of  a  Minister 
would  have  more  weight  in  England  than  that  of 
an  individual. 

On  his  askinff  the  Doctor  whether  he  intended 
to  go  to  Philadelphia  to  see  Mr.  Liston,  he  replied 
that  he  did  not,  as  he  had  received  an  answer  to 
his  letter  to  him. 

About  the  fifteenth  of  May  the  Doctor  informed 
this  deponent  that  he  had  relinquished  his  inten- 
tion 01  going  to  England,  as  the  plan  was  laid 
aside. 

That  he  was  never  informed  what  the  plan 
alluded  to  was,  but  always  supposed  it  to  be  no 
more  than  one  tor  the  acquirement  and  settlement 
of  back  lands,  and  that  the  Doctor's  trip  to  Europe 
was  to  obtain  the  aid  of  some  moneyed  men. 
CHARLES  BUXTON. 

(RS.) 

John  Franklin,  Esquire,  of  Luzerne  County,  in  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania,  a  Member  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  of  the  said  State,  being  duly  swen 
by  Hilary  Baker,  Esquire,  l^ayor  of  the  City  of 
Philadelphia,  before  the  Committee  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  on  the  second  day  of  September,  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord  one  Uiousand  seven  hnnM 
and  ninety-seven,  deposeth  as  follows : 

That  on  the  16th  of  December,  1796,  the  depo- 
nent took  lodging  at  the  house  of^  George  Lesher, 
No.  94  North  Second  street,  at  which  place  he 
resided  until  April  26,  1797;  that  at  the  time  he 
came  to  the  city  a  certain  Captain  Chisholm,  and 
about  twenty-two  Indians  of  tne  Cherokee  nation, 
were  at  the  said  Lesher's;  bad  taken  lodging;  ^ 
Captain  Chisholm  bein^  the  interpreter;  that 
there  were  two  others,  of  the  name  of  Carey  and 
Rogers,  who,  the  deponent  understood,  were  in- 
terpreters to  some  of  the  Indian  nations  then  in 
the  city ;  that  Carey  and  Rogers  were  at  G.  Lesh- 
er's part  of  the  time  during  the  Winter,  bat  not  so 
constant  as  Chisholm;  that  about  the  time  the 
Cherokees  were  preparing  to  return  to  their  na- 
tive country,  the  deponent  often  heard  the  said 
Chisholm  complain  that  the  Indians  had  been 
ill-treated;  that  the  Secretary  of  State  bad  not  sup- 
plied them  with  cash,  and  other  necessaries  suffi- 
cient for  their  journey;  that  the  Indians,  as  Chis- 
holm said,  were  dissatisfied;  that  it  would  not  be 
strange  if  they  commenced  hostilities  on  the  Ame- 
rican frontiers  as  soon  as  they  returned;  that  he 
often  heard  Chisholm  sav  that  he  should  not  re- 
turn with  the  Indians;  the  reason  he  gave  was, 
that  he,  Chisholm,  as  well  as  the  Indians,  had  been 
ill-treated;  that  they  had  not  been  well  rewarded 
for  their  service  and  trouble.  The  deponent  fn^ 
ther  recollects,  that  after  the  Indians  had  returned, 
or  had  been  some  time  gone  from  the  city,  there 
was  a  report  in  the  city  that  i$me  white  people 
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on  the  western  frontiers  had  heen  killed  hy  Indians; 
that  he  heard  the  said  Chisholm  say,  that  it  was 
not  anything  more  than  he  expected. 

The  deponent  farther  saitn,  that  during  the 
Winter  and  Spring  of  the  year,  ne  heard  Chisholm 
sundry  times  speak  of  the  reduction  of  the  Flori- 
das  for  the  British ;  that  in  the  month  of  March, 
or  the  h^inninff  of  April,  Chisholm  talked  of 
^ing  to  England ;  that  he  had  engaged  a  passage 
in  a  ship  hound  to  Hamburff  (as  near  as  the  depp- 
nent  recollects  0  that  a  Mr.  Huetter,  of  Northamp- 
ton county,  in  Pennsylvania,  was  going  passenger 
in  the  same  ship;  that  a  short  time  before  the  ship 
sailed  the  said  Chisholm  came  into  a  chamber 
where  the  deponent  theh  was,  without  any  com- 
pany, and  informed  the  deponent  that  he  was  reallv 
going  to  England  to  obtain  liberty  from  the  British 
Uourt  (or  words  to  that  effect)  to  take  the  Flori- 
das  for  the  British.  Chisholm  said  that  it  was 
easily  effected ;  that  the  Floridas  were  thinly  in- 
habited ;  that  he  could  raise  an  army  of  more  than 
two  thousand  in  the  Tennessee  country,  and  as 

freat,  or  a  larger  number  of  Indians  of  the  Chero- 
ee  nation  to  carr^r  the  plan  into  execution.  The 
deponent,  sundry  times,  heard  Chisholm  mention 
about  being  in  company  with  G^yernor  Blount. 
During  the  Winter,  the  deponent  understood,  by 
Chisholm,  that  Gbremor  clount  was  concerned 
in  the  plan.  The  deponent  has  also  heard  Chis- 
holm speak  of  being  in  company  with  the  British 
Minister,  but  does  not  recollect  hearing  any  men- 
tion made  by  Chisholm  of  any  particular  business 
he  was  doing  or  transacting  with  the  British 
Minister. 

The  deponent  further  saith,  that  as  Chisholm 
appeared  to  be  somethins^  talkative,  he  scarcely 
charged  his  memory  with  Chisholm's  conversa- 
tion or  plan,  until  some  time  near  the  close  of 
July  last  the  deponent  read  in  Porcupine^s  Gazette 
a  copy  of  a  letter  said  to  be  from  Governor  Blount 
to  Carey,  in  which  the  name  of  Carey,  Chisholm, 
and  Rogers  were  mentioned.  After  reading  this 
letter  the  deponent  well  recollected  the  conversa- 
tion of  Chisholm,  and  the  plan  he  had  talked  of, 
viz:  the  reduction  of  the  Floridas.  The  deponent 
thinks  that  Chisholm  at  the  same  time  made  men- 
tion of  the  reduction  of  Louisiana,  or  some  other 
part  of  the  Spanbh  dominions  West  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi, but  does  not  recollect  anything  in  parti- 
cular on  the  last-mentioned  subject. 

The  deponent  does  not  recollect  the  Christian 
names  of  either  Carey,  Rogers,  or  Chisholm.  And 
farther  the  deponent  saith  not. 

JOHN  FRANKLIN. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  the  day  and  year  afore- 
said before  me,  HILARY  BA^ER. 

(TU  No.  1.) 

Examination  of  Jamee  Carey  in  presence  of  Benjamin 
Hawkins,  Col.  Henly,  Mr.  Dinnnoor,  and  Lientmiant 
Wright,  on  the  intercepted  letter. 

Question  lit  How  came  you  in  possession  of 
the  letter  from  William  Blount,  addressed  to  you  ? 
Narrate  the  whole. 


Answer  \9t.  Major  James  Orant,  about  the 
twentieth  May,  being  at  the  public  store,  informed 
me  he  had  a  letter  for  me  from  my  friend  Gfov- 
ernor  Blount,  and  he  would  deliver  it  to  me.  We 
went  down  to  the  creek  side;  he  then  deli- 
vered the  letter,  and  when  I  read  it  I  was  uneasy, 
the  hand  was  difficult  to  read ;  he  said  he  would 
help  me,  and  did  so.  I  must  remark^  that  in  puth 
tin^  me  right,  he  did  so  without  reading  after  m^ 
which  surprised  me,  as  I  knew  thereby  he  knew 
the  contents. 

Q.  2d  *^  Among  other  thin^  I  wished  to  have 
seen  you  abdut^  was  the  busmess  that  Captain 
Chisholm  mentioned  to  the  British  Minister  laet 
winter,  at  Philadelphia."  What  was  this  busi- 
ness 1  It  appears,  by  the  manner  this  is  written) 
you  have  a  knowledfife  of  it. 

A.  2d  Captain  Chisholm  did  for  a  while  live 
with  me  in  Philadelphia,  but  changed  his  lodg- 
ings;  I  was.  after  this,  invited  by  Colonel  Ment^ 
to  dine  with  him,  and  to  take  two  Indians  with 
me,  which  I  did,  Col.  Watts  and  Lauffley.  After 
dinner  we  walked  towards  Schuyrlkill.  and  were 
overtaken  on  the  street  by  Captain  Cnisholm.  in 
a  coach;  he  invited  us  to  ride  with  him;  CoL 
Mentges  objected ;  but  at  length  being  prevailed 
on,  we  got  into  the  coach,  and  rode  on  to  Schuyl- 
kill, and  turned  round  to  a  tavern ;  there  we  drank 
a  little  wine.  On  the  return,  Mr.  Chisholm  pressed 
us  affain  to  go  in  the  coach ;  we  all  did,  except 
Col.  Mentges,  who  positively  refused. 

As  we  were  going  in  the  coach.  Chisholm  said 
he  had  been  injured  by  the  United  States,  and 
now  he  could  have  satisfaction;  if  they  would  go 
with  him,  he  would  show  them  at  his  lodgiiiffs  a 
paper  from  the  Minister  Of  Great  Britain.  Upon 
our  arrival  there,  he  opened  a  box,  and  took  out 
four  or  five  sheets  of  gilt  letter  paper,  close  and 
well  written,  which,  he  said,  was  rrom  the  British 
Minister  he  received  it.  Dick  Brown  and  John 
Walker  were  there.  Chisholm  proposed  that  we 
should  go  to  the  Minister's ;  Carey  refused,  and 
said  the  others  mi^ht  go;  Watts  reiused,  and  said 
he  came  to  do  business  with  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  and  not  with  the  British;  if  his  in- 
terpreter refused  to,  he  would  not  go. 

The  paper  was  read,  and  it  appeared  to  be  a 
plan  for  the  reduction  of  the  Flondas.  This  was 
to  be  sent  to  England,  and  the  return  from  the  . 
Minister,  if  it  arrived  at  Philadelphia,  was  to  be 
sent  to  Knoxville  to  Captain  Chisnolm,  or.  if  he 
was  not  there,  to  Ig.  Chisholm ;  that  if  the  packet 
arrived  to  the  Southwarid,  it  was  to  be  sent  up  to 
the  Cherokees  to  Captain  Chisholm,  aud  it  he 
should  be  absent  it  was  to  be  delivered  to  John 
Rogers.  The  paper  was  not  signed^  but  there 
were  the  names  of  John  Pitchlin  and  John  Rosters 
in  it;  that  he  (Carey)  spoke  to  Pitchlin  since 
about  it,  and  he  said  he  had  not  heard  anything 
about  it,  and  Rogers  said  it  was  not  worth  minding 
Chisholm. 

Q.  3d.  "  I  believe  the  plan  then  talked  of  wfll 
be  attempted  this  Fall."  What  was  the  plan  then 
talked  of?  It  appears  to  be  the  same  as  mentioned 
in  the  first  question. 

Q.  ^h,  ''  If  the  Indians  act  thmpart.  I  have  no 
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doubt  it  will  succeed."    What  part  were  the  In- 
dians to  act? 

A.  ith,  I  cannot  answer ;  but  on  the  road  I  con- 
jectured that  it  was  to  get  the  Indians  to  help  the 
British,  and  I  talked  with  Watts  and  Brown  about 
it,  and  told  tbem  as  much.  Watts  said  Chisholm 
jueed  not  come  into  his  nation  with  such  talks,  he 
would  not  take  them.  Carey  said  we  lost  enough 
already  without  meddling  in  such  things.  Chis- 
holm tried  to  get  Brown,  who  is  his  brother-in- 
law,  to  go  with  him  to  England,  but  Watts  dis- 
miaded  him,  and  he  declined  it.  Perhaps  Greorge 
Colbert  can  give  some  information;  he  was  with 
us,  and  heard  us  talk  the  matter  over  on  the  road. 
Q-  5^»  "  You  are,  however,  to  understand  that 
it  is  not  quite  certain  the  plan  will  be  attempted, 
yet  you  will  do  well  to  keep  things  in  a  proper 
min  for  action^  in  case  it  should  be  attempted ; 
mad  to  do  so  will  require  all  your  management." 
This  paragraph  shows  that  ^ou  have  knowled^ 
of  the  plan,  and  are  to  keep  things  in  proper  tram 
for  action,  and  that  inuch  reliance  is  had  upon 
your  management  ? 

A.  5th-  "  Answered  that  this  subject  had  never 
been  understood  by  him." 

Q.  6th,  You  are  advised  to  send  for  Rogers,  and 
to  speak  to  him  yourself  respecting  the  state  and 
prospect  of  things." 

Tnis  implies  a  certainty  of  your  knowledge  of 
the  plan,  and  evidences  a  confidence  in  your  co- 
operation ? 
4.  6th,  I  have  no  knowledge  of  this. 
Q.  1th.  "  In  short,  you  understand  the  subject, 
and  must  give  out  the  proper  talks,  to  keep  up  my 
consequence  with  the  Creeks  and  Cherdtees." 

In  this  paragraph  you  understand  the  subject, 
and  are  relied  on  to  keep  up  the  consequence  ot 
the  writer  among  the  Creeks  and  Cherokees  ? 

A.  7th,  Grovernor  Blount  requested  me,  before 
he  left  Knoxville,  to  keep  up  his  name  among  the 
Indians,  and  not  let  them  forget  him.  After  you 
«aw  Chisholm's  communication,  did  you  see  Gov- 
ernor Blount,  and  have  any  conversation  on  the 
subject  with  him  ?  Yes,  I  visited  the  Governor, 
and,  after  some  conversation,  I  asked  him  if  he 
knew  what  Chisholm  was  about.  He  started  up  his 
head  quickly,  and  answered,  "  No,  what  do  you 
mean  f  damn  the  fellow,  I  do  not  know  where  be 
is;  do  you  know  anything  about  him?"  I  in- 
formed him  of  the  paper;  he  asked  if  it  was 
signed ;  I  told  him,  no ;  he  then  said,  <'  It  is  not 
worth  minding  him,  he  is  such  sort  of  fellow;  say 
aothing  about  what  you  have  seen." 

Did  Grant  deliver  you  any  messase  from  Mr. 
Blount?  Yes,  he  advised  with  me  about  getting 
the  letter  to  Rogers ;  told  me  to  seal  it  or  send 
for  him,  whichever  I  thought  best.  I  replied,  I 
would  study  upon  it. 

After  the  discovery  of  the  letter,  did  any  other 
person  applv  to  you  about  the  discovery  ?  Yes, 
Col.  John  McCleAan  came  and  asked  me  to  walk, 
and  inquired  after  it,  and  how  it  was  got.  I  told 
him  it  was  true  it  was  got ;  he  inquired  after  the 
cover ;  that,  I  told  him,  was  safe.  He  said,  the 
discovery  was  a  terrible  affair ;  you  ought  to  have 
destroyed  it. 


Charles  McClung,  Gen.  White.  John  and  Stn- 
uel  McClellan,  came  here,  probably  on  the  same 
subject;  but  Laeutenant  Wright  had  enjoined  it 
on  me  to  hoid  no  conversation  with  any  one,  bat 
in  his  presence.  This  I  obeyed,  and  told  McCld- 
lan  of  this  order ;  that  I  was  glaa  to  see  my  fheada, 
but  could  have  no  private  conversation  with  them. 
I  was  ordered  either  to  go  over  the  river  while 
they  stayed,  or  be  confined  to  the  garrison;  I 
obeyed,  and  went  over  the  river. 

What  did  you  understand  about  the  offer  of 
whiskey  to  Watts  from  Governor  Konnt?  The 
duakers  had  spoken  to  Watts  against  drinking 
whiskey,  and  he  disliked  it,  and  complained  of  it 
to  the  Secretary  of  War.  The  Secretary  replied, 
this  now  depended  with  Colonel  Hawkins ;  that 
afterwards  we  were  at  Grovemor  Blount's,  sad 
Watts  mentioned  the  subject  to  him.  in  style  of 
complaint.  Blount  laughed,  and  said,  ^NeTer 
mind  it ;  when  I  come  to  Knoxville,  I  will  give 
you  two  kegs  of  whiskey." 

Received  the  3d  August,  1797. 

JAMES  McHENRT. 

(TUNo.2.) 

Tbluco,  July  8, 17^. 
Deposition  of  James  Carey,  taken  by  the  Hon.  Johi 
McNairy,  Judge  of  the  District  of  Tennessee,  in  pre- 
sence of  David  Henley,  Benjamin  Hawkins,  &^ 
Dinsmoor,  and  James  Byers. 
The  deponent  bein^  duly  sworn  to  make  tnie 
answers  to  such  questions  as  should  be  put  to  him 
relative  to  a  letter  signed  William  Blount,  and 
dated  Colonel  King's  Iron  Works,  April  31st,  1797 
deposeth  as  follows : 

Question  1.  The  letter  being  read,  it  was  askei 
how  came  vou  in  possession  of  that  letter  from 
William  Blount,  addressed  to  you  1  Narrate  the 
whole. 

Answer,  James  Grant,  (called  Major  Grant,) 
about  the  20th  of  May.  being  at  the  public  ston, 
informed  me  he  had  a  letter  for  me  from  mf  do 
friend  Governor  Blount,  and  he  would  deliver  it 
to  me.  We  walked  down  to  the  creek  side,  ami 
there  he  delivered  to  me  that  letter.  The  hand 
was  difficult  to  read,  and  my  sight  is  defective;  be 
said*  he  would  help  me  to  read  it,  and  did  so,  with- 
out looking  at  the  letter,  which  made  me  know  he 
knew  the  contents. 

Queation  2.  Did  Major  Grant  deliver  you  any 
message  from  Mr.  Blount? 

Anstoer,  Yes ;  he  told  me  he  was  to  advise  with 
me  about  getting  this  letter  to  Rogers ;  told  me 
to  be  cautious,  to  seal  it,  or  send  for  him,*which- 
ever  I  thought  best.  He  said  people  aboitt  here 
thought  it  was  all  over  with  Governor  Blcwt, 
but  he  would  rise  yet;  and  if  the  plan  in  the  letter 
took  place,  it  would  be  a  great  thing  for  bis  friends. 
He  added,  I  should  get  another  letter  from  Gow- 
empr  Blount. 

Question  3.  Did  Major  Grant  say  he  woidd  visit 
you  again  on  this  subject  1 

Anstoer.  He  said  he  would  Tisit  meagaiM^ 
derstood  on  this  subject,  and  he  did  come  doaa 
here  again.  ^-^  , 
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QueBtion  4.  Did  Major  Qrant  say  anything  to 
you  relative  to  the  contents  of  the  letter  on  this 
visit  7 

AnstDer.  Yes ;  he  handed  me  a  newspaper  from 
Philadelphia,  containing  the  speech  of  Double- 
head,  on  receiving  $5,000  a  year ;  I  supposed  for 
the  purpose  of  circulating  it  through  tne  nation. 
Major  Grant  and  Lieutenant  Davidson  had  some 
conversation  relative  to  the  speech,  the  purport 
not  recollected.  They  two  came  over  to  tne  neld 
where  I  was  hoeing  com.  I  asked  them  to  sit 
.down  under  the  shade ;  we  remained  there  a  short 
time,  and  retnrned-^they  on  the  horse-path  and  I 
on  the  foot-pathj  which  are  a  small  distance  from 
each  other.  Lieutenant  Wright  arrived  at  the 
garrison  while  we  were  on  the  other  side  of  the 
river,  and  sent  two  soldiers  after  Lieutenant  Da- 
vidson, On  our  return,  the  two  officers  were 
talking  together,  and  Mr.  Grant  asked  me  what 
this  bustle  meant?  He  answered  himself,  I  know ; 
it  was  known  at  Knoxville  I  was  going^into  the 
Indian  territory,  and*  it  is  about  me.  What  has 
become  of  the  letter  I  gave  you  from  Governor 
Blount  ?  It  is  destroyed,  I  answered  him.  He 
then  left  the  garrison,  and  has  not  since  been  here, 
or  sent  any  message  to  me. 

I  recollect  he  said  Mr.  Byers  was  gone  to  Phi- 
ladelphia, and  that  there  was  some  stir  or  bustle 
at  Knoxville,  but  he  could  not  make  head  or  tail 
of  it ;  but  it  must  be  about  his  going  into  the  na- 
tion. And  he  allowed  that  brought  Mr.  Wright, 
the  Lieutenant,  down. 

Q^eatiAM  5.  This  is  an  extract  from  the  inter- 
cepted letter :  "  Among  other  things  I  wished  to 
have  seen  you  about,  was  the  busmess  Captain 
Chisholm  mentioned  to  the  British  Minister  last 
Winter,  at  Philadelphia."  What  was  this  busi- 
ness 1  It  appears^  by  the  manner  this  is  written, 
you  have  a  knowledge  of  it. 

Answer.  Captain  Chisholm  did,  for  a  while, 
live  with  me  in  Philadelphia,  but  changed  his 
lodgings.  I  was  after  this  invited  by  Colonel 
Mentges  to  dine  with  him.  and  to  take  two  In- 
dians with  me;  which  I  did,  Colonel  John  Watts 
and  Laujzley,  After  dinner  we  walked  towards 
Schuylkill,  and  were  overtaken  on  the  street  by 
Captain  Chisholm,  in  a  coach;  he  invited  us  to 
ride  with  him.  Colonel  Mentges  objected,  but  at 
length,  being  prevailed  on,  we  got  into  the  coach 
and  rode  on  towards  Schuylkill,  and  turned  round 
to  a  tavern ;  there  we  drank  a  bottle  of  wine,  and 
returned.  Mr.  Chisholm  pressed  us  again  to  go 
into  the  coach ;  we  all  did.  except  Colonel  Ment- 
ges. who  positively  refusea. 

As  we  were  returning  in  the  coach,  Chisholm 
i»aid  he  had  been  injured  in  Uie  non-settlement  of 
his  accounts,  or  his  business ;  and  now.  if  it  cost 
Urn  the  last  drop  of  blood,  he  would  nave  satis- 
faction;  it  was  now  in  his  pawer.  If  they  would 
tfQ  with  him,  he  would  show  them,  at  his  lodg- 
mgs,  a  paper  from  the  British  Minister.  Upon 
our  arrival  there,  he  opened  a  box  aad  took  out 
four  or  five  sheets  of  gilt  paper,  close  and  well 
written,  which  he  said  was  rrom  the  British  Min- 
ister ;  he  read  it.  Dick  Brown  and  John  Walker 
were  there.    Chbholm  proposed  that  we  should 


ha 


:o  to  the  British  Minister's.    I  refused,  and  said  I 

d  no  business  with  him ;  that  the  Indians  might 
go  if  they  chose.  Watts  refused,  and  said  he  came 
to  do  business  with  the  President,  and  not  with 
the  British.  If  his  interpreter  refused  to  go,  he 
would  not  go. 

The  paper  was  read,  and  it  appeared  to  be  a 
plan  for  the  reduction  of  the  Floridas.  This  was 
to  be  sent  to  England  to  the  British  Ministry 
there,  and  the  return  from  the  Ministry,  if  it  ar- 
rived at  Philadelphia,  was  to  be  sent  to  Knoxville 
to  Captain  Chisholni,  or,  if  he  was  not  there^  to 
Ig.  Chisholm,  the  CapUtin's  son.  That  if  the 
packet  arrived  to  the  Southward,  in  the  Floridas, 
It  was  to  be  sent  up  to  the  Cherokees,  to  Captain 
Chisholm,  and  if  he  should  be  abseiit,  it  was  to 
be  delivered  to  John  Rogers.  The  bearer  was  to 
say  he  was  going  into  the  nation  for  his  health. 

The  paper  was  not  signed,  but  there  were  the 
names  of  John  Roeers,  John  Pitehiin,  Captain 
Chisholm,  and  Ig.  Chisholm,  in  it.  That  I  spoke 
to  Pitchlin  since,  on  the  road^  about  it,  and  he 
said  he  had  not  heard  anything  of  it.  I  spake 
also  to  Rogers,  he  said  it  was  not  worth  minding 
Chisholm. 

Question  6.  '^  If  the  Indians  act  their  part,  I 
have  no  doubt  it  will  succeed."  What  part  was 
the  Indians  to  act  ? 

Answer,  I  cannot  say ;  but  on  the  road  I  coBr 
jectured  it  was  to  get  the  Indians  to  help  the  Brit- 
ish ;  and  I  talked  with  Watts  aad  Brown  about 
it,  and  told  th^n  as  much.  Watts  said  ChishoUsa 
need  not  ooDEke  into  the  naticm  with  such  talkd— 
he  would  not  take  them.  I  said  we  had  lost 
enowh  ahoeady,  without  meddling  in  such  thinfs. 
Chisholm  tried  to  get  Brown,  who  is  the  brot^ 
of  his  Indian  wife,  to  go  with  him  to  Eujgland. 
But  Watts  dissuaded  him,  and  he  declined  it. 

Q^egtion  7.  ^'  I  believe  the  plan  then  talked  of 
will  be  attempted  next  Fall.  You  are,  however, 
to  understand  that  it  is  not  quite  certain  the  plan 
will  be  attempted,  yet  you  will  do  well  to  keep 
things  in  a  proper  train  for  action,  in  case  it  should 
be  attempted,  and  to  do  so  will  require  all  your 
mana^ment." 

This  paragraph  shows  that  you  have  knowledge 
of  the  plan,  and  are  to  keep  things  in  proper  tram 
for  action ;  this  shows  you  are  a  confidant  in  the 
business,  and  that  much  reliance  is  had  on  your 
management. 

AoMwer.  This  subject  has  never  been  mention- 
ed to  me,  except  as  answered  in  the  5th  question, 
and  the  answer  to  that  question  discloses  what  I 
know. 

Questiou  8.  '^  You  are  advised  to  send  for  Rog- 
ers, and  speak  to  him  yourself  respecting  the  state 
and  prospect  of  things." 

Tnis  implies  a  certainty  of  your  knowledge  of 
the  plan,  and  evidences  a  confidence  in  your  co- 
operation. 

Answer.  I  have  no  other  knowledge  of  the  plan 
than  what  I  have  communicated. 

Qaestion  9.  ^'  In  short,  you  understand  the  sub* 


ject,  and  muat  give  out  the  proper  talks,  to  keep 
up  my  consequence  with  the  Creeks  and  Chero- 
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Have  you  any  knowledge  of  the  meaning  of 
this  parafi^raph,  and  have  you  ever  been  applied  to 
keep  up  tne  consequence  of  Mr.  Blount  among  the 
Indians? 

Answer,  Governor  Blount  requested  me,  before 
he  left  Knoxville.  to  keep  up  bis  name  among  the 
Indians,  and  not  let  them  forget  him. 

Question  10.  After  you  saw  Captain  Chisholm's 
communication,  did  you  see  Governor  Blount 
and  have  any  conversation  with  him  on  the  sub- 
ject? 

Answer.  Yes ;  I  visited  the  Governor,  and  after 
some  conversation,  he  asked  me  if  knew  what 
Chisholm  was  about ;  damn  the  fellow,  I  do  not 
know  wh^e  he  is,  do  you  know  anything  about 
him  ?  I  answered,  yes ;  and  told  him  he  had 
changed  his  lodgings,  and  where  he  then  lived.  I 
then  asked  Governor  Blount  what  it  was  that 
Chisholm  was  upon  with  the  British  Minister? 
He  started  up  his  head  quickly,  and  answered,  no ; 
what  do  you  mean  ?  I  informed  him  of  the  paper 
shown  to  me  by  Chisholm.  He  asked  me  if  it  was 
signed  ?  I  tola  him  no.  He  said  it  was  not  worth 
minding  him,  h^  is  such  a  sort  of  a  fellow ;  say 
nothing  about  what  you  have  seen. 

Question  11.  After  the  discovery  of  the  let- 
ter, did  any  person  apply  to  you  about  the  dis- 
covery ? 

Anstper.  Yes;  Colonel  John  McClellan  came 
here,  and  asked  me  to  walk,  and  inquired  after  the 
letter  I  had  received  from  Governor  Blount,  and 
whether  it  was  got  ?  He  then  inquired  after  the 
cover,  and  whether  they  ^ot  that  ?  I  told  him  the 
cover  was  safe.  He  said  ^^  the  discovery  was  a 
terrible  affair.  You  ought  to  have  destroyed  the 
letter.  It  was.  or  would  be,  the  best  plan  tnat  ever 
was  adopted  tor  the  benefit  of  this  country.  I 
will  try  to  support  Cbvemor  Blount's  character  in 
this  country.  I  have  heard  Byers  and  the  letter 
were  gone  to  Philadelphia." 

Charles  McClung,  Qen.  White,  John  and  Sam- 
uel McClellan,  and  Willie  Blount,  came  here 
some  days  after  the  foregoing  conversation  with 
Colonel  John  McClellan  jrobably  on  the  same 
subject.  But  Lieutenant  Wright  had  enjoined  it 
on  me  to  hold  no  conv^sation  with  any  one,  but 
in  his  presence.  This  order  I  obeyed,  and  told 
Colonel  John  McClellan  of  this  order;  that  I  was 
glad  to  see  my  friends,  but  could  have  no  private 
conversation  with  them.  I  was  ordered  also,  by 
Lieutenant  Wright,  either  to  go  over  the  river, 
while  the  gentlemen  stayed,  or  be  confined  to  the 
garrison.  I  obeyed,  and  went,  by  permission,  over 
9ie  river. 

Question  12.  What  did  you  understand  by  the 
offer  of  whiskey  to  Colonel  Watts  by  Crovemor 
Blount? 

Answer.  The  duakers  had  spoken  to  Watts 

Xinst  drinking,  and  he  dbliked  it,  and  complain- 
>f  it  to  the  Secretary  of  War.  The  Secretary 
replied,  this  now  depended  with  Colonel  Haw- 
kins. That  after  this  we  were  at  Governor  Blount's, 
and  Watts  mentioned  the  subject  to  him  in  style 
of  complaint.  Governor  Blount  laughed  and 
said  never  mind  it ;  when  I  come  to  S[iioxville 


I  will  send  for  you,  and  give  you  two  kegs  of 
whiskey. 

JAMES  CAREY. 

Sworn  before  me,  on  the  8th  day  of  July,  1 797- 
JOHN  McNAIRY, 
Jud^e  of  the  District  of  Tennessee. 

.     (TU  No.  3.) 

Tellico,  July  8, 1797. 

Deposition  of  William  L.  Lovely,  taken  before  die  boo- 
orable  John  McNaiiy,  Judge  of  the  District  of  Ten- 
nessee, in  presence  of  David  Henly,  Benjaznin  Haw- 
kins, Silas  Dinsmoor,  and  James  Byers. 
The  deponent  bein^  duly  sworn  to  make  true 
answers  to  such  questions  as  should  be  put  to  him^ 
relative  to  a  letter  signed  "  William  BlounL"  and 
dated  *^  Colonel  Kin^r's  Iron  Works,  April  21st, 
1797,"  deposed  as  follows : 

Question  1.  Do  you  know  anything  relative 
to  the  letter  from  Governor  Blount  to  James 
Carey? 

Answer.  Yes.  Carey  showed  me  the  letter  be- 
fore he  delivered  it  op.  and  seemed  uneasy  about 
it.  I  read  it,  and  told  him  he  knew  his  own  duty. 
I  believe  I  pointed  out  to  him  the  natOre  of  the 
oath,  and  said  such  a  letter  in  his  hands  was  at- 
tended with  dangerous  consequences.  I  knew  the 
handwnting  to  be  that  of  Governor  Blount,  and 
was  much  surprised  to  see  such  a  letter.  I  had 
a  great  regard  for  the  man,  and  thought  to  mvself 
I  would  not,  for  a  larse  sum,  that  he  should  have 
so  committed  himself. 

Question  2.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  the 
plan  mentioned  in  the  letter  ? 

Answer.  No  other  than  what  I  had  from  Carey 
himself.  He  mentionedj  before  he  received  this, 
upon  his  return  from  Philadel]}hia,  that  Chisholm 
had  been  with  the  British  Minister,  while  in  Phil- 
adelphia, on  a  plan  for  the  reduction  of  the  Flori- 
das,  and  wanted  to  get  the  co-operation  of  the 
Indians. 

W.  L.  LOVELY. 

Sworn  before  me,  the  8th  day  of  July,  1797. 
JOHN  McNAIRY, 
Judge  of  the  District  of  Ihmessee. 

(TU  No.  4.) 
The  deposition  of  James  Carey,  taken  on  the  twenty-  . 
ninth  dav  of  September,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-seven,  at  Ger- 
mantown,  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  before  tiie 
Committee  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  States,  appointed  to  prepare  and  report  Aiti- 
des  of  Impeachment  against  William  Blount,  tlis 
said  James  Car^  having  been  first  sworn,  in  due 
form  of  law,  by  John  Huston,  Esquire,  one  of  tlis 
Justices  of  the  Peace  of  the  county  of  Philadalphia. 

1  am  interpeter  for  the  United  States  to  the 
Cherokee  nation  of  Indians,  and  a^istant  at  the 
public  storl  established  at  the  Tellico  Blockhouse, 
and  I  reside  there  at  present.  For  these  offices  I 
receive  the  annual  salary  of  three  hundred  dol- 
lars, besides  my  board,  from  the  Goyernment  of 
the  United  States.  C^n^n^nio 
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I  attended  the  Cherokees  on  their  visit  to  Phil- 
adelphia last  Winter,  and  one  day,  about  the  last 
of  December,  or  beginning  of  January,  was  invi- 
ted, with  two  of  the  chiefs,  John  Watts  and  John 
LangleV}  to  dine  with  Colonel  Mentges.    After 
dinner,  Colonel  Mentges  proposed  to  us  to  take  a  > 
walk  to  the  Schuylkill ;  Captain  Chisholm  over- 
took us  in  a  coach^  and  invited  us  to  ride  with 
him,  which  invitation  we  accepted,  after  a  little 
hesitation.    We  stopped  at  a  tavern  in  the  neij^h- 
borhood  of  the  city,  and,  after  taking  some  wine, 
we  all  returned  in  the  carriage  with  Chisholm, 
except  Colonel  Mentges,  who  preferred  walking! 
After  Colonel  Mentges  had  left  us,  and  on  our 
way  home,  Chisholm  began  a  conversation  with 
me,  which,  at  his  request,  I  repeated  to  the  In- 
dians who  were  with  us.    He  said  that  he  had 
freat  power  in  his  hands,  that  he  was  goin^  to 
England,  and  should  return  and  take  the  Flori- 
das.    As  I  knew  him  to  be  a  rattling,  boasting 
kind  of  man,  I  laughed  at  him,  and  did  not  much 
regard  what  he  said.    He  then  told  me,  if  I  would 
not  believe  him  he  would  show  it  to  me  in  wri- 
ting.    Accordingly,  when  we  returned  to  our 
lodgings,  he  took  out  of  his  trunk  four,  or  five,  or 
six  sheets  of  gilt  paper,  the  whole  of  which  was 
filled  with  a  writing  in  a  very  pretty  hand ;  this, 
be  said,  he  had  received  from  (he  British  Minis- 
ter, and  read  to  me  with  such  fsjVity  that  I  could 
not  distinctly  understand  it.    irhaa  neither  sig- 
nature, direction,  nor  address,  but  purported  to  he 
a  plan  for  the  reduction  of  the  Floridas  by  a  Bri- 
tish and  Indian  force,  of  which,  however,  I  do  not 
recollect  the  particulars.    It  did  not  specify  the 
number  of  men  or  ships  that  were  to  be  engaged 
in  the  expedition  ;  Governor  Blount's  name  was 
nowhere  mentioned  in  it,  nor  did  it  contain  the 
names  of  any  other  persons  as  parties  or  associates 
in  the  project,  or  wno  were  to  be  desired  to  join 
in  it ;  nor  do  I  remember  that  it  proposed  at  all  to 
engage  any  citizens  of  the  United  States  in  the 
enterprise,  or  to  raise  any  force  for  the  purpose 
within  the  United  States.    Chisholm  was  styled 
"•  Captain,''  in  the  paper,  and  was  to  go  to  England 
to  the  British  Ministry  with  it,  or,  if  he  did  not 
go  himself,  the  paper  was  to  be  sent  there,  and 
the  answer  was  to  be  returned  to  the  British  ^(in- 
ister  at  Philadelphia.    If  Chisholm  should  not  be 
in  Philadelphia  when  the  answer  was  received,  it 
was  to  be  forwarded  by  land  to  Knoxville  to  him, 
or,  in  his  absence,  to  his  son  Ig.  Chisholm,  who 
was  to  send  it  to  the  Cherokee  nation  to  his  fa- 
ther; or,  if  his  father  should  not  be  there,  to  de- 
liver it  to  John  Rogers.    If  the  answer  should  be 
sent  round  by  the  Floridas,  it  was,  in  like  manner, 
to  be  forwarded  to  the  Cherokee  country  to  Cap- 
tain Chisholm,  or,  in  his  absence,  to  John  Rogers. 
This  arrangement  was  contained  in  the  paper. 
Chisholm  himself  said  that  he  was  going  to  Eng- 
land to  get  everything  in  preparation,  and  to  pro- 
cure from  the  Minibtry  men  and  a  naval  arma- 
ment ;  that  the  expedition  was  to  come  out  in  a 
larffe  privateer ;  that  he  was  to  come  out  in  her, 
and  to  have  command  of  the  enterprise ;  and  that, 
on  their  arrival  in  the  Floridas,  he  was  to  obtain 
the  a^istance  of  the  Indians,  and  then  attack  the 


Spanish.  After  Chisholm  bad  read  his  paper, 
and  finished  his  stor)[,  I  continued  to  laugh  at 
him,  and  express  my  incredulity ;  whereupon  he. 
said,  if  still  I  would  not  believe  him,  I  should  go 
with  him  to  the  British  Minister  the  next  morn- 
ing, and  take  the  Indians  with  me.  I  told  him  I 
had  no  business  with  the  British  Minister,  and 
declined  going,  and  so  also  did  the  Indians. 

Two  or  three  days  afterwards,  at  t^e  request  of 
the  widow  of  the  Hanging  Maw,  I  weiit  to  Gov- 
ernor Blount's  lodgings  to  ask  him  for  some  monej 
that  he  owed  her.  I  found  him  engaged  in  wri- 
ting, and  alone.  On  my  entrance,  he  said  to  me, 
"  Cfarey,  what  in  the  devil  has  become  of  Chis- 
holm ;  damn  the  fellow,  where  is  hel"  I  reified 
that  he  had  chane^ed  his  lodginp.  Being  thus 
reminded  of  Chisholm,  I  conclnded  to  tell  Qot- 
ernor  Blount  what  I  had  heard  and  seen.  I  said  to 
him,  therefore,  "  Governor,  do  you  know  what  this 
business  is  that  Chisholm  is  upon  ?"  He  instant* 
ly  raised  his  head  eagerly  from  the  paper  on 
which  he  was  writing,  and  looking  at  me,  said, 
"  Nb,  no ;  what  do  you  mean,  Carey  ?"  I  then 
told  him  of  my  conversation  with  Cnisholm,  and 
of  what  Chisholm  had  shown  me.  When  I  men- 
tioned the  writing  I  had  seen,  he  again  raised  his 
head  suddenly,  and  looking  at  me  as  before,  asked 
me  eagerly  whether  that  writing  was  signed  ?  I 
told  him  it  was  not;  and  then  he  said,  "  Pooh,  pooh, 
Carey,  you  know  what  a  windy,  blasty  fellow 
Chisholm  is,  and  it  is  not  worth  while  to  Cake  any 
more  notice  of  it,  or  say  anything  about  it." 

I  had  at  no  time,  before  or  afterwards,  any 
other  communication  of  any  kind  with  Governor 
Blount,  relative  to  this  subject  or  any  other  fto- 
litical  plan  or  scheme,  until  I  received  from  him 
the  letter  dated  at  Colonel  Ring's  Iron  Works. 
April  21,  1797,  except  that  once,  in  the  city  « 
Philadelphia,  last  Winter,  he  advised  me  not  to  be 
present  at  the  running  of  the  line,  nor  to  have 
anything  to  do  with  it,  as  he  said  it  would  be  a 
troublesome  business,  and  might  occasion  the  In- 
dians to  reflect  on  me. 

In  a  short  time  afler  these  occurrences,  I  left  * 
the  city  of  Philadelphia  with  the  Indians.  At 
Tellico,  I  mentioned,  without  reserve,  to  Mr.  By- 
ers  and  other  gentlemen  there,  what  Chisholm 
had  said  to  me  and  shown  to  me ;  they  all  seemed 
to  treat  the  thing  very  lightly,  and  to  consider 
Chisholm  and  his  communications  as  equally  un- 
worthy of  attention.  I  mentioned  them  also  to 
John  Rogers,  told  him  how  he  was  mentioned 
in  the  paper,  and  asked  him  if  he  knew  anything 
about  it';  he  said  he  did  not,  and  that  such  a 
fellow  as  Chisholm  was  not  worth  minding. 

After  tny  return  to  Tellico,  on  or  about  the  30th 
of  May,  I  was  told  that  James  Grant,  commonly 
called  Major  Grant,  wanted  to  see  me.  When  I 
met  him,  be  told  me  he  had  a  letter  for  me  which 
he  wished  to  deliver  to  me  when  we  were  by  our- 
selves. We  walked  away  together  some  distance^ 
and  he  then  said  he  had  a  letter  for  me  from  my  old 
friend  Governor  Blount.  He  delivered  it  to  me, 
and,  on  opening  it,  I  found,  within  the  same  cov- 
er, two  letters,  one  for  John  Rogers,  dated  **  Tenr 
neisee,  Sullivan  county,  April  2L47^)  (Colonel 
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King's  Iron  Works ")  the  other  for  me,  dated 
"Colooel  King's  Iron  Works^  April  21,  1797," 
both  of  which  letters  are  now  m  the  possession  of 
the  committee.  Without  attending  to  the  direc- 
tion, I  first  opened  that  which  was  addressed  to 
Rogers,  and  read  down  one  side,  which  related  to 
a  runaway  negro  fellow,  before  I  discovered  my 
mistake.  I  then  began  the  letter  which  was  di- 
rected to  me.  Major  Grant  and  I  were  sitting 
within  two  or  three  feet  of  each  other.  I  read 
loud  enough  to  be  heard  by  him ;  and,  as  I  was 
sometimes  at  a  loss  to  make  out  a  word,  being  a 
poor  scholar,  he  told  me  what  it  was,  and  explain- 
ed to  me  and  corrected  me  whenever  I  blundered 
as  I  went  on.  When  I  had  finished  reading  it,  he 
said  to  me,  "  Now,  Carey,  you  must  be  very  care- 
ful, as  your  friend  Governor  Blount  puts  great 
confidence  in  you;  you  must  observe  what  he 
telb  you,  that  when  you  have  read  the  letter  two 
or  three  times  you  are  to  burn  it.  He  then  asked 
me  what  I  intended  to  do ;  whether  I  would  send 
the  letter  to  Rogers  or  send  for  Rogers  to  come  to 
me.  I  told  him  I  did  not  know ;  perhaps  I  migrht 
write  to  Rogers,  and,  if  I  did,  I  would  let  him 
know.  He  said  that  people  thereabouts  thought  it 
was  all  over  with  Governor  Blount,  but  he  would 
fise  yet;  that  if  hb  plan  should  take  place,  it 
would  be  a  great  thing  for  the  friends  of  the  busi- 
ness and  for  the  country ;  that  Governor  Blount 
would  entrust  nobody  with  the  care  of  the  letter 
but  him,  and  that  he  had  come  to  Tellico  on  pur- 
pose to  deliver  it  to  me ;  that  I  should  receive  an- 
other letter  from  Governor  Blount,  and  that  he. 
Major  Grant,  would  come  down  a^ain  to  see  me 
on  the  subject.  I  then  told  him  that  I  could  not 
tarry  there  any  longer,  as  I  was  wanted  at  the 
store.  As  we  returned,  he  repeated  to  me  that  I 
should  be  careful,  that  the  business  was  of  great 
consequence,  that  it  would  be  of  much  service  to 
his  friends,  and  that  Governor  Blount  placed  great 
confidence  in  me.  He  then  returned  to  luiox- 
yille. 

I  kept  the  letter,  but  did  not  know  what  to  do 
with  it  or  think  about  it.  I  had,  a  few  days  be- 
fore, been  sworn  by  Mr.  Dinsmoorjto"  execute  my 
appointments  with  fidelity  to  the  United  States ; 
and  I  was  much  embarrassed  between  my  regard 
for  Governor  Blount  and  what  might  possibly  be 
my  duty  in  respect  to  the  letter.  I  consulted  Ma- 
jor Lewis  Lovely,  who  is  clerk  at  the  store,  and 
showed  him  the  letter.  He  told  me  he  did  not 
know  what  to  advise,  but  that  I  should  consider 
mv  oath.  I  took  occasion,  a  few  days  afterwards, 
wnen  I  was  alone  with  Mr.Byers,  to  tell  him  that 
I  had  a  strange  letter  in  my  possession,  whioh  I  did 
not;  know  what  to  do  about.  He  asked  ipe  who  it 
was  from.  I  told  him,  and  promised  to  show  it 
to  him  the  next  morning,  which  I  did  according- 
ly ;  and,  on  his  assurance  that  it  was  of  import- 
fuace  to  the  public  that  it  should  be  diaeloaed,  I 
gave  it  to  him. 

After  Byers  had  brought  the  letter  to  Philadel- 
phia, Msgor  Grant  came  again  to  Tellico^  1  was 
planting  corn  on  the  other  side  of  the  river ;  he 
and  Li^itenant  Davidson  came  over  tome.  Maior 
Orant  took  a  newspaper  out  of  his  pocket,  read  it 


fbr  me,  and  gave  it  to  me.  It  contained  aome- 
thing  about  Poublehead's  having  been  at  Ph^ 
delphia  with  Gen.  Knoxj  and  obtaining  a  greats 
annuity  for  the  Indian  country  than  nad  before 
been  stipulated.  Davidson  and  Grant  e&teted 
into  an  argument  about  it ;  and  then  we  returned 
towards  the  Blockhouse,  whither  I  invited  thcoi 
to  take  a  drink.  They  pursued  the  horsepath, 
and  I  went  on  the  footpath  at  some  distance  from 
them.  In  a  little  whue  I  was  met  by  a  soldier, 
who  said  there  was  an  exiuress  come  to  the  Bk>ok- 
house  for  Lieutenant  Davidson  and  nie,  and  then 
passed  on  to  inform  Davidson.  A  litue  further 
on  I  met  another  soldier,  with  a  paper  for  Lien- 
tenant  Davidson,  which  was  delivered  to  him  as 
soon  as  he  came  up ;  and  he  then  told  us  that 
Lieutenant  Wright  had  come  to  the  garrison. 
We  crossed  the  river,  and  the  two  lieoteuants 
entered  into  discourse  together,  and  walked  away 
by  themselves..  Grant  then  said  to  me,  he  be- 
liev^  he  knew  what  all  that  bustle  was  about; 
that  he  had  said  at  Knoxville  that  he  was  going 
into  the  Indian  country,  and  he  supposed  Wright 
had  come  to  stop  him.  He  said,  also,  that  inese 
was  a  great  stir  at  Knoxville  aoout  something, 
but  he  could  not  make  out  what.  He  asked  me 
what  I  had  done  with  the  letter  from  Governor 
Blount.  I  said  if  was  gone,  but  did  not  tell  him 
where,  nor  did  Apursue  the  question  further,  but 
I  thought  lookeWery  cool  upon  me.  The  officers 
soon  returned,  and  Lieutenant  Wright  continiied 
with  me  and  Maior  Grant;  and  I  uterwards  un- 
derstood that  his  business  at  Tellico  was  to  follow 
Major  Grant,  and  prevent  him  from  having  any 
private  intercourse  with  me.  Ghrant,  immediat^ 
after  taking  a  drink,  left  us,  and  returned  lo 
Knoxville. 

A  few  days  afterwards,  a  Colonel  John 
M'Clellan,  of  knoxville^  came  to  Tellico,  and 
called  me  out,  and  asked  me  if  I  had  not  re- 
ceived a  letter  from  Governor  Blount.  I  said 
I  had.  He  asked  me  what  were  the  contents, 
and  said  there  was  a  terrible  to-do  about  it  at 
Knoxville,  and  that  it  was  reported  that  Byers 
had  ^ot  it  from  me  when  1  was  drunk.  I  told 
him  a  was  .true  that  Byers  had  got  it.  He  re- 
pebted  his  question  about  the  contents.  I  uM 
him  I  could  not  recollect  them  alL  He  said  it 
was  a  damned  thing  that  I  had  let  it  ^o.  He  then 
asked  me  if  the  cover  was  gone ;  I  said,  I  believed 
not.  He  then  observed,  that  he  supposed  the  let- 
ter was  about  something  relative  to  Florida.  I 
replied,  I  supposed  it  was.  He  said,  he  imagined 
it  was  to  the  same  purpose  as  one  which  he  had 
himself  received  from  Governor  Blount ;  but  that, 
by  Grod,  they  should  not  get  that  from  him ;  that 
he  was  determined  to  support  Governor  Blount, 
and  so  were  many  others  in  that  country. 

Some  days  afterwards,  Charles  M'Clun,  Gene- 
ral White,  Willie  Blount,  and  Colonel  MX^let- 
lan's  brother  came  also  to  Tellico  along  with  the 
Colonel ;  but  I  was  desired  by  Lieutenant  Wr^ht 
not  to  hold  conversation  with  any  of  them,  exc^ 
in  his  presence.  I  took,  therefore,  an  early  oppor- 
tunity to  mention  to  Colonel  M'Clellan  that  I  was 
glad  to  see  my  fViends,  but  thatjl  was  not  permit- 
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ted  to  have  any  priyate  discourse  with  them. 
Afterwards,  they  wanted  me  to  go  over  the  river 
with  them  to  get  fruit;  but  I  declined,  telling 
them  that  I  would  so  oyer  and  send  them  some 
by  the  Indians,  but  that  I  could  not  go  with  them. 

The  letter  for  John  Rogers,  which  was  enclosed 
in  the  same  coyer  with  that  I  received  from  €rov- 
ernor  Blount,  I  delivered  to  Col.  Hawkins. 

I  never  received  the  letter  which  is  now  i^o« 
duced  to  me,  signed  "William  Blount,"  dated 
"April  24,  1797,'' and  in  the  handwriting  of  Go  \r- 
emor  Blount,  and  directed  to  "  James  Carey,  Tel- 

lico  Blockhouse Col.  Bling." 

JAMBS  CAREY. 

(VW.) 
^e  deposition  of  John  Rogers,  rending  among  the 
Creek  Indians,  taken  at  Oeimaatown,  in  the  Sttite 
oi  Pennsylvania,  on  the  twenty*niath  day  of  Sep- 
tember, in  the  year  1797,  before  the  Committee  of 
the  House  of  RepresenUtives  of  the  United  States, 
appcMDted  to  prepare  Articles  of  Impeadmient  against 
William  Blonnt ;  at  which  time  and  place  the  said 
John  Rogers  being  produced  before  the  Committee, 
and  duly  sworn  by  John  Huston,  Esq.,  a  Justice  of 
the  Peace  for  the  said  State,  the  following  oassage  of 
a  letter  addressed  to  him,  signed  by  the  said  WiUiam 
Blount,  and  dated  Tennessee,  Sullivan  county^  April 
2l8t,  1797,  was  read  to  him,  viz  : 

"  I  suppose  you  know  that  Captain  Chisholm 
informed  me  of  yours  and  his  objects,  last  Winter, 
at  Philadelphia.  I  now  tell  you  that  I  am  induced 
to  believe  that  plan  will  go  into  operation ;  and, 
if  it  does,  it  will  be  attended  with  great  success. 
You  will  do  well  to  keep  things  in  a  train ;  but 
take  care  and  act  wisely."  And  the  said  John 
Rogers  bein^  thereupon  required  to  declare  what 
were  the  objects,  nature,  and  particulars  of  the 
plan  mentioned  in  this  letter^  and  what  he  knew 
concerning  the  views  and  projects  of  the  said  Wil- 
liam Blount,  John  Chisholm,  and  others  connected 
with  them,  he  answered  as  follows : 

"  I  have  resided  for  many  years  past,  and  still 
do  reside,  in  the  Creek  and  Cnerokee  nations,  but 
I  hold  no  office  or  employment  of  any  kind  under 
the  €k)vernment  of  the  United  States.  When 
some  chiefs  and  warriors  of  the  Creeks  came  to 
Philadel[)hi«,  last  Winter,  on  business  from  their 
nation  with  the  President  of  the  United  States,  1 
attended  them  as  their  interpreter,  at  their  request, 
and  not  at  the  instance  of  the  American  Govern- 
ment. After  I  had  been  some  time  in  Phiiadel- 
giia,  John  Chisholm,  commonly  called  Captain 
hi^olm,  asked  me  what  I  should  think  of  a  voy- 
age to  England?  I  replied,  that  I  should  not 
tuak  of  it  at  all,  it  havinff  always  been  my  deter- 
mination never  to  cross  the  sea  unless  by  compul- 
sion. He  told  me  then  that  I  might  make  my 
fortune  by  going  to  England.  I  asked  him  how  7 
He  answered  tluit  England  and  Spain  were  about 
to  be  engaged  in  a  war  against  each  other,  or  actu- 
dly  were  so ;  that  England  would  naturally  be 
desirous  of  engaging  the  Southern  Indians  in  her 
interest,  and  that  there  was  no  doubt  that^by  coa- 
dooting  aome  of  the  Credc  chiefs  to  that  eoaatvy^  I 


I  might  make  my  fortune.  I  replied  that  I  had  no 
wish  to  engage  m  any  such  enternrise,  and  would 
not  go.  He  then  asked  me  whetner  I  would  not 
prevail  on  some  of  the  chiefs  to  accompany  him 
to  England  ?  Which  I  also  refused  to  attempt ; 
telling  him  that  he  was  a  fool,  and  that  I  did  not 
choose  to  expose  myself  to  any  such  inconve- 
niences as  would  probably  result  from  an  inter- 
ference in  a  matter  of  that  kind  with  the  Indians* 

"  He  said  no  more  to  me  at  that  time ;  but  I 
learnt,  soon  afterwards,  that  he  had  been  speaking 
on  the  same  subject  to  some  of  the  Indians,  whom 
I  advised  to  have  nothing  to  do  with  him,  obserV'^ 
ing  that  he  was  a  man  of  no  sense,  to  whom  no 
attention  ought  to  be  paidb 

"  Some  days  afterwards  became  to  my  lodgings 
and  had  some  conversation  with  me,  which  ended 
in  my  telling  him  that  I  disapproved  much  of 
his  conduct,  and  desired  to  hear  no  more  of  his 
projects. 

"  Being  a  short  time  afterwards^  however,  at  his 
lodgings,  I  saw  a  number  of  writmgs  on  his  taUe, 
which,  looking  hastily  oyer  a  part  of  them,  I  took 
to  be  plans  of  propositions  to  be  made,  in  the 
name  of  the  Indians  to  the  British  Government, 
relative  to  the  sending  pf  a  force  into  Florida.  I 
paid,  however,  very  little  attention  to  them,  nor 
did  he  read  them  to  me,  or  explain  their  contents; 
but  I  took  them  to  be  in  his  handwriting.  Beinj^ 
mueh  displeased  at  this,  and  other  parts  of  his 
conduct,  I  left  the  room,  advising  him  to  take  care 
that  he  did  not  get  hanged. 

"  He  made  no  secret  of  his  project,  which,  on 
the  contrary,  he  talked  of  in  a  very  public  man- 
ner ;  but  he  never  mentioned  to  me  any  person  as 
being  engaged  in  it  beside  himself,  nor  did  he 
ever,  in  my  hearing^  name  either  Governor  Blount 
or  the  British  Minister.  His  plan,  according  to 
his  own  account  of  it,  was  to  induce  the  British 
Qovernment  to  send  a  force  into  Florida  sufficient 
to  garrison  Pensacola,  JNew  Orleans^  ^.,  and  to 
protect  the  country  against  the  Spaniards,  siter 
the  people,  assisted  perhaps  by  the  Indians,  should 
have  risen  against  them,  and  thrown  off  their 
Government.  For  this  purpose  he  was  to  go  to 
England ;  and  he  wished  the  Indians,  and  other 
persons  from  the  Western  country,  to  accompany 
him,  in  order,  as  I  understood  the  matter,  to  give 
greater  weieht  to  his  representations. 

^  As  for  (£3vemor  Blount,  I  am  little  better  than 
an  absolute  stranger  to  him,  never  having  corres- 
ponded with  him  at  any  time,  nor  seen  him  till  I 
came  to  Philadelphia  last  Winter.  Even  then  I 
saw  but  very  little  of  him.  nor  was  I  at  his  house 
more  than  three  times;  on  one  of  which  occasione 
he  asked  me  if  I  knew  what  Chisholm  was  about?' 
I  replied  that  he  was  loitering  about  the  town^  or 
something  to  that  effect.  He  then  asked  me  if  I 
had  heard  Chisholm  speak  of  going  to  England  1 
I  replied  that  I  had.  He  asked  me  what  I  thought 
of  the  matter?  I  answered  that  I  considered  it 
as  mere  idle  talk.  Governor  Blount,  by  hts  man- 
ner of  answering,  seemed  to  be  of  the  same  opin- 
ion ;  and  there  our  conversation  ended*  This  was 
the  only  mration  that  he  ever  made  to  me  of 
Chisholm  or  his  plans ;  nor  dkl  anr^orraqM] 
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ence,  od  that  or  any  other  subject,  ever  take  place 
between  us.  I  suppose  that  the  plan  which  he 
talks  of,  ID  the  letter  addressed  to  me,  but  never 
receired.  was  this  plan  of  Chisholm's ;  and  I  con- 
jecture that  he  was  induced  to  write  to  me  in  that 
strain,  and  on  such  a  subject,  by  some  misrepre- 
sentation of  Chisholm.  who  probably  told  nim 
that  I  had  approved  the  project^  and  engaged  to 
act  a  part  in  its  execution.  This,  however,  I  do 
not  know  to  be  the  case. 

^'  I  never  heard  the  affair  mentioned  in  any  other 
way,  nor  by  any  other  person,  than  as  related 
above  \  till  on  my  return,  lately,  from  an  excursion 
among  the  Creeks,  I  found  it  a  subject  of  general* 
conversation,  and  receive  the  summons  by  virtue 
of  which  I  have  attended  the  committee." 

The  said  John  Rogers  being  then  asked  whether 
he  knew  anything  eke  which  had  relation  to  the 
subject  of  tnis  examination,  answered  that  he  did 
not. 

JOHN  ROGERS. 

Sworn  and  subscribed,  September  29, 1797. 

(XY.) 

The  examination  and  deposition  of  James  Grant,  taken 
on  the  twenty-ninth  day  of  September,  in  the  year 
-  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety- 
seven,  at  Germantown,  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania, 
before  the  Committee  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  United  States,  appointed  to  prepare  and 
report  Articles  of  Impeachment  against  William 
Blount ;  the  said  James  Grant  being  duly  sworn  by 
John  Huston,  Esq.,  one  of  the  Justices  of  the  Peace 
of  the  county  of  Philadelphia. 

"I  reside  at  Knoxville,  in  the  State  of  Tennes- 
see, and  am  generally  called  Major  Grant.  On 
the*  twenty-eighth  day  of  April  last,  being  on  my 
return  from  Hillsborough,  m  North  Carolina,  to 
Knoxville,  I  met  William  Blount,  a  member  of 
the  Senate  of  the  United  States  for  the  State  of 
Tennessee,  at  Washington  county,  in  the  State  of 
Virginia.  We  conversed  together  on  various  sub- 
jects. He  spoke  of  the  line  that  was  to  be  run 
between  the  Indians  and  the  State  of  Tennessee. 
He  appeared  to  have  it  much  at  heart  that  it 
should  be  run  conformably  to  the  line  which  had 
been  fixed  on  by  Doublehead  and  several  chiefs 
of  the  Cherokee  nation  with  the  late  Secretary  of 
War,  G^eral  Knox,  in  Philadelphia,  subsequent 
to  the  treaty  which  had  been  made  by  him,  Gov- 
eamor  Blount,  called  the  Treaty  of  Holstein.  His 
<4)ject,  as  I  viewed  it,  appeared  to  be  to  avert  as 
much  responsibility  as  possible  from  himself ;  that 
in  case  either  party  should  be  dissatisfied  with  the 
line  which  the  Commissioners  might  run,  no  cen- 
sure might  reach  him  for  having  made  the  treaty, 
and  that  he  mi^^ht.  as  much  as  possible,  preserve 
the  confidence  botn  of  the  Indians  and  citizens. 
He  mentioned  that  he  had  written  to  Carey  from 
King's  Iron  Works,  and  had  furnished  him  with 
such  hints  and  talks  on  the  subject  as  would  ena- 
ble him  to  convince  the  Indians  that  Double- 
head's  line  was  the  one  which  the  Commission- 
ers and  the  Indians  ought  to  e8tablish%s  the  divid- 
ing line  between  the  Cher  okees  and  Tennessee. 


He,  at  the  sao^e  time,  expressed  some  doabt 
whether  Carey  would  do  the  thing  as  effectually  as 
he  could  wish ;  that  is,  as  I  understood  it,  whether 
he  could  sufficiently  impress  on  the  minds  of  die 
Indians  that  they  should  have  no  cause  to  be  dis- 
satisfied with  his  official  transactions  with  ihem; 
and  he  therefore  requested  me,  if  I  should  see 
Carey,  to  tell  him.  by  all  means,  to  send  for  Ro- 
gers ;  and  again  repeated  it,  ^  Tell  Carey  to  send 
for  Rogers,' 

"After  speaking  generally  of  some  unfortunate 
circumstances  having  taken  place  in  his  pecuniary 
affairs  in  Philadelphia,  he  told  me,  in  confidence, 
that  there  was  a  plan  on  foot  which,  he  honed, 
would  relieve  him  from  his  difficulties.  I  asked 
him  the  nature  and  extent  of  it,  believing  it  to  be 
a  landed  negotiation  which  I  had  understood  he 
with  some  others  were  concerned  in,  and  had  in 
operation  by  their  agents  in  London  and  else- 
where. He  informed  me  that  it  was  ^uitea  dif- 
ferent thing ;  that  it  was  a  plan,  respecting  which, 
Chisholm  and  several  of  the  chiefs  had  been  witfcl 
the  British  Minister  during  the.  last  Winter  in 
Philadelphia,  and  on  the  subject  of  which  Chis- 
holm had  a  paper  in  the  handwriting  of  Mr. 
Liston,  thou|fh  he  believed  his  name  was  not  to 
it ;  that  the  intention  of  the  thing  was  a  co-ope 
ration  ot  the  Indians  with  the  British  in  taking 
the  Floridas,  and  establishing  a  Briiish  Govern- 
ment in  the  Spanish  dominions  on  the  Mississip- 
pi, which,  he  conceived,  would  be  oi  ^reat  utility 
to  the  Western  country.  He  said,  if  the  plan 
should  go  forward,  he  should  be  engaged  in  it; 
that  he  was  to  use  his  influence  to  bring  the  In- 
dians to  act  their  part,  and  to  conduct  them  as 
their  military  leader  on  the  expedition;  and  that 
he  was  to  be  rewarded  by  some  high  official  sit- 
uation in  the  Grovernment  of  the  conquered  coun- 
try. He  made  no  direct  overture  to  me  to  join 
in  the  enterprise ;  but  said  that,  if  he  succeded, 
he  should  have  it  in  his  power  to  provide  hand- 
somely for  his  friends;  and  advised  me  to  go  to 
the  Natchez,  to  get  out  of  the  reach  of  certain 
pecuniary  engagements  which  I  had  been  induced 
to  contract  by  endorsing  paper  on  his  assurance 
that  the  payment  should  be  provided  for,  and 
which  he  told  me  there  would  be  no  other  meth- 
od of  avoidinff  than  by  going  out  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States.  He  did  not  mention 
the  names  of  any  persons  who  were  to  be  associa- 
ted with  him  in  his  project,  but  I  understood  ^ 
erally  from  him  that  any  citizens  of  the  United 
States  who  would  engage  in  the  enterprise,  as  vol- 
unteers, should  be  received  and  employed.  He 
appeared  to  place  great  reliance  on  the  assistance 
of  Rogers  and  Carey,  and  on  their  influence  in 
persuading  the  Indiahs  to  second  his  views.  He 
spoke  particularly  of  Rogers  as  a  more  resolute  and 
determined  man,  and  more  to  be  depended  on. 
than  Carey.  He  did  not  explain  the  arrangement 
of  the  plan  more  particularly  than  that  a  naral 
armament  was  to  be  sent  from  Great  Britain, 
which  was  to  bring  out  the  materials  for  the  en- 
terprise, and  which  was  to  be  co-operated  with 
on  the  land  side,  under  his  directions,  by  the  In- 
dians and  such  other  force  as  he  could  engage  for 
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the  purpose.  He  spoke  of  it  as  an  afiair  not  yet 
matured,  but  which  depended  on  prelimiaarv  cir- 
cumstances yet  to  be  arranged.  I  understood  that 
the  paper,  which  he  mentioned  Chisholm  to  have 
in  the  handwriting  of  Mr.  Liston,  contained  the 
project  of  the  expedition. 

"I  parted  from  Grovernor  Blount  about  one 
hundred  and  fifty  or  one  hundred  and  sixty  mile's 
from  Enoxville,  and  proceeded  on  my  journey. 
On  the  15th  of  May,  or  about  that  time,  I  was 
going  from  KnoxviUe  to  Tellico  Block-house,  to 
settle  some  pecuniary  transactions  of  my  own ; 
when  I  was  requested  by  Colonel  James  King  to 
take  down  some  letters.  On  my  signifying  my 
willingness  to  take  them,  he  gave  me  two  letters 
to  James  Carey,  and  one  for  Major  Lovely — all 
from  Governor  Blount.  One  of  the  letters  for 
Carey  was,  I  think,  under  two  seals,  and  was 
marked  on  the  superscription  No.  1 — the  other 
two  letters  were  open.  When  they  were  deliver- 
ed to  me  by  Colonel  King,  he  enjoined  me  to  de- 
liver the  sealed  letter  to  Carey  secretly.  I  did  not 
inquire  the  motive  of  this  injunction,  because  I 
supposed  it  was  the  letter  of  which  Governor 
Blount  had  spoken  to  me  in  Washington  county, 
and  that  Colonel  King  was  acquainted  with  the 
subject  of  it.  I  delivered  all  the  letters  as  I  was 
requested ;  the  unsealed  letter  for  Carey,  which 
was  upon  private  business,  I  took  back  from  him, 
as  its  object  could  not  then  be  complied  with  ;  I 
have  obtained  from  Major  Lovely,  since  the  pro- 
cess of  the  committee  was  served  upon  me,  that 
which  was  directed  to  him,  and  they  are  now  both 
delivered  to  the  committee ;  and  are  both  dated 
AprU  24, 1797. 

^'  When  I  handed  the  letter  marked  No.  1  to 
Carey,  I  sat  at  some  little  distance  from  him ;  he 
broke  the  seals,  and,  while  reading  it,  asked  me 
the  explanation  of  some  words  wnich  he  could 
not  make  out.  I  presume  I  told  him  what  the 
words  were.  He  did  not  read  the  letter  to  me, 
nor  hand  it  to  me  to  read,  but  onlv  showed  me, 
when  he  was  at  a  loss,  the  word  wnich  he  wanted 
explained ;  nor  did  I  know  the  contents  of  the 
letter  until,  in  the  following  June,  Colonel  David 
Henly  delivered  me  a  copy  in  the  hand-writing  of 
James  M'Henry,  Secretary  of  War,  certified  as 
the  letter  of  William  Blount  to  'Dear  Carey,' 
which  I  was  desired  to  publish  in  the  Knoxville 
press  then  under  my  care.  When  Carey  had  fin- 
ished reading  it,  be  said  ^Yes,  I  understand  it,  and 
will  pay  attentiogt  to  it.'  I  then  mentioned  to 
him,  agreeably  to  my  promise,  Governor  Blount's 
request  that  he  would  send  for  Rogers.  He  said 
he  would.  I  did  not  observe  that  there  was  any 
letter  for  Rogers  enclosed  in  that  which  was  direc- 
ted to  Carey.  I  saw  none.  I  never  saw  the  let- 
ter now  produced  to  me  from  Blount  to  Rogers, 
dated  ^Tennessee,  Sullivan  county^pril  21. 1797 
(Colonel  King's  Iron  Works).'  When  1  desired 
Carey  to  be  sure  to  send  for  Rogers,  he  said  to 
me,  1  see  you  know  something  about  the  busi- 
ness.' I  replied,  That  is  all  I  Juiow  about  the 
business,  that  you  are  to  send  for  Rogers.' 

'*  The  letter  in  the  possession  of  the  committee, 
signed  James  Grant,  directed  to  '  Hon.  William 


Blount,  Senator,  Congress,  Philadelphia,'  and 
dated  at  Knoxville^  24th  May,  1797,  is  in  my 
handwriting.  I  think  it  was  written  in  conse- 
quence of  Qolonel  King's  request  that  I  should 
notify  to  Governor  Blount  the  delivery  of  his  let- 
ter to  Carey.  I  recollect  no  particular  reason  for 
not  writing  the  name  of  Rogers  at  length  in  it ; 
and  the  other  communications  of  the  letter  were 
a  mere  relation  of  the  current  news  of  the  coun- 
try, without  any  other  abject  ;  the  principal  In- 
dian information  contained  in  it,  or  a  part  of  it,  I 
obtained  from  Carey. 

'^  Some  time  on  or  about  the  ninth  of  June,  I 
"went  again  to  Tellico,  on  private,  business  of  my 
own.  I  took  with  me  a  newspai)er  which  had 
been  recently  published  at  Knoxville,  and  which 
contained  Doublehead's  treaty^  which  I  gave  to 
Carey,  for  the  purpose  of  explaining  the  subject 
to  the  Indians.  I  asked  him  what  had  become  of 
the  letter  which  I  had  delivered  to  him  from  Qot- 
ernor  Blount,  and  mentioned  that  I  had  heard  it 
had  been  obtained  from  him.  He  replied  that  no- 
body had  got  it  from  him  unless  he  had  been  rob- 
bed of  it.  When  I  set  out  from  Knoxville,  on 
this  visit  to  Tellico,  Lieutenant  Wright  and  some 
others  inquired  where  I  was  going ;  I  told  them  I 
was  going  to  the  Indian  country.  My  reason  for 
this  was  to  disappoint  the  inquisitive  temper  of 
persons  who  chose  to  entertain  very  injurious  sus- 
picions about  me.  and  to  amuse  myself  with  the 
new  conjectures  tnat  would  be  formed  on  the  sub- 
ject. 

"JAMES  GRANT." 

(ABC.) 
Copie  de  la  declaration  faite  au  Ministre  de  sa  Majet' 
td  CathoHqtte,  pctr  le  cUiyen  Mtchell,  habitant  du 
Tennessee. 

1^.  Q,u'il  a  4t6  enroU  par  le  nomm6  Chishohn, 
agent  Anglais  et  habitant  en  Tennessee,  1000  hab- 
itans  de  cette  Province  destines  A-attaquer  les 
postes  du  Baton  Rouge,  de  New  Gales,  et  des  Ec- 
ors  k  Margot. 

2^.  Q,ue  Chisholm  a  fait  toute  la  reconnaiss- 
ance de  la  Louisianeet  des  deux  Florides,  et  cher- 
ch§  k  engager  les  nations  Creek  et  Che[okee  k 
toumer  leurs  armes  contre  les  possessions  Espag- 
noles. 

3^.  Clue  Chisholm  a  obtenu  une  liste  de  1500 
torys,  ou  royalistes  Anglais,  des  Natchez,  (dont  il 
est  porteun  qui  se  sont  en^^§s  k  prendre  les 
armes  en  faveur  des  Anglais  dds  qu'ils  parai- 
tront  pour  attaquer  la  Basse  Louisiane  et  marcher 
de  \k  sur  St.  k  F6. 

4^.  Q^u'il  se  forme  un  rassemblement  sur  les  lacs 
compost  de  500  Anslais  troupes  de  ligne,  700 
Canadiens  milice  sold^e,  et  2000  sauvages  qui  do- 
iyent  6tre  commandos  par  le  chef  Brent. 

5^.  Q,ue  ce  corps  doit  descendre  par  la  rividre  . 
des  Illinois,  attaquer  St.  Louis,  la  Nouvelle  Mad- 
rid, marcher  ensuite  sur  St.  k  Ft  en  suivant  la 
riviere  St.  Frau9ois  et  celle  des  Arkansas. 

6°.  due  Chisholm  s'est  procur6  six  pieces 
de  canon  de  campagne  qu'il  a  depos^es  sur  la 
rividre  du  Tennessee  entre  les  mains  d'undes^. 
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a^ens.  et  que  ces  sent  les  mtoes  qui  deraient  ser- 
vir  k  I'expeditioii  du  citoyen  Qenet. 

7^.  due  le  rendezvous  pour  les  America  ins  est 
fiz6  k  Knoxville,  dans  le  Tennessee,  pour  le  1'  de 
Juillet. 

8®.  du'en  consequence,  Chisbolm,  ^ui  a  dis- 
pose de  toutes  ces  cnoses  aprds  en  avoir  fait  eon 
rapport  au  Mniatre  lAston,  devoit  partir  le  28  de 
Mars  de  Philadelphie  pour  Londres  sur  le  bati- 
ment*  destine  pour  Hambourg,  pour  faire  part  au 
gouvernement  de  ce  projet  demands  des  vaissie- 
aux  et  de  Pargent  pour  son  execution. 

9^.  Enfin,  pour  preuve  de  ce  qu'il  avan^ oit.  le 
citoyen  Mitcbell  m'a  remiss  une  lettre  en  original, 
sign^e  de  Chisbolm  et  dont  oopie  est  cy-jointe. 

Fait  h  Pbiladelpbie,  le  12  Juillet,  1797. 


(DEP.) 

[Copy.] 

Philadelphia,  March  17,  1797. 

Messrs.  Mitchell  and  Cbaiqe  :  You  will  ob- 
serve, that  it  will  be  necessary  for  you  to  be  in  the 
State  of  Tennessee  on  the  first  day  of  July  next, 
in  order  to  perform  what  we  nave  agreed  on.  You 
may  rely  on  every  attention  on  my  part,  and  every- 
thing that  we  have  talked  of  shall  be  j^rformed 
agreeable  to  the  existing  plan. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  your  very  humble  servant, 
JOHN  CHISHOLM. 

Pour  copie  conforme  k  Poriginal  qui  reste  entre 
nos  mains. 

LE  CHEVALIER  D'YRUJO. 
L€l2JuiUet,  1797. 


(GHl.) 

John  Phillips  Ripley^  a  native  of  the  State  of 
New  Hampshire,  now  resident  in  Philadelphia,  of 
the  age  of  twenty-two  years,  being  duly  sworn 
before  Reynold  Kleen,  Esq.,  one  of  the  Associate 
Judges  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  of  the 
county  of  Philadelphia,  in  the  presence  of  the 
Committee  of  the  House  of  Representatives  ap- 
pointed to  prepare  and  report  artides  of  impeach- 
ment against  William  Blount,  a  Senator  of  the 
United  States,  impeached  of  hiffh  crimes  and  mis- 
demeanors, on  the  twenty-sixth  day  of  July,  in 
the  year  or  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hunared 
and  ninety-seven,  deposeth — 

That  he  was  educated  at  Dartmouth  College 
with  Captain  Elaton.  That  he  heard  Captam 
Eaton  say,  after  he  returned  from  New  York,  that 
several  very  important  letters  were  discovered  in 
the  possession  of  Doctor  Romayne,  of  New  York, 
containing  positive  proofs  that  the  British  Gov- 
ernment was  at  the  bottom  of  the  conspiracy, 
lately  discovered,  for  violating  the  neutrality  of 

^n  ne  ver^ppelloitpaB  du  nom  du  batiment,  mail  il 
•era  parti  probablement  dans  on  de  deux  que  donnerent 
la  voile  piur  Hambourg  7  d'Avril,  vis:  "La* Favorite, 
Thompson,"  appartenant  &  M.  Jeremiah.  Warder,  ou 
>  "La  Bachos,''  appaitenant  d  MeasieiiiB  Pratt  dc 


the  United  States,  and  involving  us  on  the  side  of 
Great  Britain  against  Spain  and  France,  some  of 
whicb  were  signed  by  Robert  Liston,  the  British 
Minister;  that  these  letters  (^er  rewards  for  those 
who  would  engaee  in  the  enterprise ;  that  they 
were  covered  under  some  old  papers  and  rubbish. 
That  when  they  were  discovered.  Doctor  Ro- 
niayne  appeared  much  confused ;  that  letters  of 
more  importance  had  been  destroyed  by  Doctor 
Romayne.  That  Captain  Eaton,  on  his  return  to 
Philadelphia,  mentioned  those  circumstances  to 
this  deponent  and  some  friends.  That  Mr.  Pick- 
ering, bearing  of  this,  reprimanded  Captain  Eaton 
for  it^  declaring  that  the  utmost  secrecy  was  ne- 
cessary in  respect  to  those  letters,  since,  should 
the  people  become  acquainted  with  the  facts,  it 
would  injure  very  much  the  views  of  the  Govern- 
ment, as  it  was  bad  policy  to  offend  the  British 
Minister,  or  his  nation,  Gtreat  Britain  being  now 
the  only  friend  we  have ;  that  the  deponent  saw 
a  len^tny  and  manly  letter  in  reply,  in  which 
Captain  Eaton  reprobated  every  kind  of  influence 
of  a  foreign  nature  in  this  country,  and  every  kind 
of  partiality ;  thought  that  every  attempt  afainst 
the  neutrality  of  th6  United  States  should  be  re- 
pelled and  punished,  but  concluded  that,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  injunction  of  secrecy  imposed  by 
the  Secretary,  and  of  the  Secretary's  opinion  that 
the  good  of  the  country  required  it,  he  should  not 
be  the  instrument  of  its  puhlication.  That  Cap- 
tain Eaton  has  been  since  sent  with  despatches  to 
Mr.  Gerry,  at  Boston. 

In  reply  to  interrogatories  put  to  the  deponent 
by  the  committee,  he  further  deposeth,  that  he 
cannot  recollect  how  many  letters  from  Mr.  Lis* 
ton  Captain  Eaton  said  were  found  in  the  posses- 
sion of  Doctor  Romayne,  but  is  sure  he  used  the 
plural  number.  That  the  circumstance  of  the  re- 
primand given  to  Mr.  Eaton  by  Colonel  Picker- 
ing is  not  of  the  deponent's  own  knowledge,  bot 
was  told  to  him  by  Captain  Eaton.  The  depo- 
nent is  certain  that  Captain  Eaton  told  him  the 
letter  heretofore  referred  to  in  reply  to  the  repri- 
mand, was  intended  for  Colonel  Pickering.  The 
deponent  understood  from  Captain  EUiton,  that 
when  he  had  gone  to  New  York,  he  had  received 
his  instructions  from  this  committee.  That  the 
reason  why  the  deponent  gave  the  first  informa- 
tion of  his  knowledge  in  the  premises  to  the  Che- 
valier d'Yrujo,  was^  that  he  thou^t  the  intdli- 
gence  of  importance,  and  was  dtesirous  it  should 
be  communicated  to  tne  public  f^at  the  deponent 
had  seen  the  correspondence  between  Mr.  Picker- 
ing and  the  Spanish  Minister,  and  thought  the  in- 
formation would  be  of  service  to  the  uitter,  and 
would  by  him  be  made  public.  The  deponent  is 
well  acquainted  with  Captain  Eaton,  and  believes 
him  to.  be  a  man  of  honor  and  integrity.  The  de- 
ponent had  no  reason  to  suppose  that  Captain 
Eaton  had  kept  back  or  withheld  from  the  com- 
mittee any  of  the  letters  found  in  the  possession  of 
Doctor  Romayne,  or  any  important  informatioii 
which  he  had  obtained.  The  deponent  supposed 
that  Captain  Eaton  had  done  his  duty.  That,  on 
communicating  this  information  to  the  Spanish 
Minister,  he   advised   the   deponcat  to  appear 
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before  the  committee  and  inform  them  of  his 
knowledge. 

JOHN  P.  RIPLEY. 

(KLM.) 

Thomas  Odiornb,  of  Exeter,  in  the  State  of 
New  Hampshire,  of  the  a^e  of  twenty-six  years, 
being  examined  before  tne  Committee  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  appointed  to  prepare 
mnd  report  articles  of  impeachment  against  Wil- 
liam Blount,  being  first  duly  sworn,  depcMeth  and 
smith :  That  he  was  educated  with  Captain  Eaton 
mt  Dartmouth  College,  and  heard  him  say,  after 
lie  returned  from  New  York  on  an  express,  that 
MTeral  important  letters  were  found  in  possession 
of  Doctor  Romayne,  some  of  Which  were  written 
by  Robert  Lbton,  the  British  Minister,  ofiering 
money.  That  said  Listen  would  be  implicated  in 
the  Blount  afiair  or  conspiracy,  and  he  supposed 
was  at  the  bottom  of  it.  After  this,  calling  on 
Captain  Eaton,  he  read  the  deponent  a  letter 
which  he  had  prepared  for  Mr.  Pickering,  to 
apologize  for  having  divulged  the  above,  he  hav- 
ing received  a  reprimai^  from  Mr.  Pickering  for 
doing  it  That  Mr.  Pickering  said  the  utmost 
secrecy  was  requisite  in  respect  to  those  letters. 

(Though  Mr.  Baton  reprobated  every  kind  of 
oreign  influence  and  our  partiality  to  any  indi- 
vidual nation,  and  was  somewhat  aoubtful  as  to 
the  necessity  of  those  letters  being  kept  from  the 
people — or  tne  purport  of  them — yet  he  concluded, 
though  he  haa  said  the  above,  out  of  regard  to 
Mr.  Pickering,  they  should  go  no  further.)  This 
the  deponent  thinks  is  the  main  substance  of  what 
Captain  Eaton  communicated  to  him,  part  of 
which  the  deponent  heard  in  presence  of  Mr. 
Ripley. 

On  being  questioned  by  the  committee,  Mr. 
Odiorne  further  says,  that  he  understood  from 
Captain  Eaton,  that  ^ve  letters  were  found  in 
Doctor  Romayne's  possession,  some  of  which  were 
written  by  Robert  Liston,  in  which  he  had  offered 
money. 

The  deponent  does  not  recollect  that  Captain 
£aton  explained  for  what  the  money  was  ofi^red. 
The  deponent  understood  that  no  more  than  five 
letters  of  any  consequence  were  found.  That  the 
deponent  understood  from  Captain  Eaton,  that 
he  had  gone  to  New  York  to  arrest  Doctor  Ro- 
mayne under  the  orders  of  the  Committee  of  the 
House  of  Representatives.  .  He  said  he  had  great 
powers  given  to  him  from  the  committee,  and 
that  he  had  obeyed  them  strictly ',  but  the  depo- 
nent does  not  recollect  that  he  said  he  had  ^iven 
the  five  letters  above  referred  to.  to  the  committee. 
The  deponent  is  very  positive  tnat  Captain  Eaton 
told  him  that  the  letter  which  he  had  written, 
and  heretofore  spoken  of  by  this  deponent,  was 
for  Colonel  Pickering ;  but  tke  deponent  did  not. 
tee  the  direction  of  the  letter,  as  it  was  not  at  that 
time  folded  or  directed ;  but  Captain  Eaton  was 
copying  it  from  a  book  in  which  he  had  written  it. 
The  deponent  was  informed  by  Captain  Eaton 
and  others,  that  this  committee  was  sitting, 
charged  with  the  business  of  Mr.  Blount.  That 
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the  deponent  himself  did  not  at  that  time  think 
the  conversation  he  had  with  Mr.  Eaton  of  impor- 
tance enough  to  be  communicated  to  the  commit- 
tee ;  but.  by  the  request  of  Mr.  Ripley,  he  called 
on  the  Chevalier  d'Yrujo,  at  whose  desire  he  has 
attended  the  committee.  That  the  sentiments  of 
Mr.  Eaton  hereinbefore  expressed,  by  this  depo- 
nent, and  contained  between  crotchets,  were  the 
sentiments  expressed  by  Mr.  Eaton  in  his  letter 
to  Colonel  Pickering.  That  the  deponent  is  not 
sure  that  Captain  Eaton  said  Mr.  Pickering  had 
reprimanded  him;  but  the  deponent  understood 
.from  Mr.  Baton  that  he  had  had  a  conversation 
with  Colonel  Pickering,  in  which  Colonel  Pick- 
ering had  disapproved  of  his  having  spoken  of  the 
papers. 


Jtdy  25,  1797. 


THOMAS  ODIORNE. 


(NOP.) 


District  of  Massachusetts,  ss. 

September  6,  A.  D.  1797. 

Personally  appeared  Captain  William  Eaton, 
signer  of  the  .ollowing  deposition,  and  made  oath 
to  the  truth  of  the  declaration  and  facts  therein 
stated. 

Before  me.  Samuel  Lyman,  Justice  of  the 
Peace  througnout  said  district. 

h  William  Eaton,  declare  and  say,  that  John 
Phillips  Ripley,  son  of  a  very  respectable  Profes- 
sor of  Divinity  and  the  Lauj^uages  in  Dartmouth 
College,  lately  a  resident  m  Philadelphia,  was 
cotemporarv  with  me  at  that'  seminary;  and 
though  yoimg,  was  among  the  circle  of  my  friends 
there — he  has  been  so  since  renewal  of  our  ac- 
quaintance in  Philadelphia.  Some  time  about  the 
12th  of  July  last^  after  mv  return  from  New  York 
with  Doctor  Nicholas  Romayne,  I  said  to  him 
that  four  or  five  enigmatical  letters  from  Wm. 
Blount  to  Romayne  were  found  among  the  pa- 
pers of  the  latter,  which  undoubtedly  had  refer- 
ence to  the  conspiracy  of  the  former.  That  from 
Romayne's  concession,  I  concluded  letters  of 
more  importanoe  had  been  by  him  destroyed. 
That  one  letter,  signed  Robert  Liston,  was  found 
among  some  neglected  papers  of  Romayne,  at 
which  he  discovered  evident  perturbation^  and 
that  this  letter  countenanced  the  conspiracy. 
About  the  17th  July,  Mr.  Ripley  was  at  mv  lodg- 
ings. I  told  him  the  Secretary  of  State  nad  in- 
timated to  me  an  impropriety  in  mentioning  those 
circumstances  till  after  the  papers  were  handed  to 
the  committee;  that  Mr.  Hodgdon  had  done  the 
same;  and  that  I  had  written  him  (Mr.  Hodgdon) 
on  the  subject.  A  copy  of  this  letter  I  showed  to 
Ripley.  The  Secretary  of  Stale  said  nothing  to 
me  or  the  effects  a  discovery  of  facts,  relative  to 
Mr.  Liston's  letter,  would  have  on  the  minds  of 
the  people;  he  said  nothing  of  injuring  the  views 
of  Government,  nothing  of  the  bad  policy  of 
offending  the  British  Minister  or  his  nation^  nor 
anything  of  Great  Britain  beinff  the  only  friend 
we  have.  I  never  said  to  Mr.  John  P.  Ripley,  nor 
to  any  other  person,  that  the  Secretary  of  State 
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meBtioiied  anythlDg  to  me  on  these  subjects.  My 
letter  to  Mr.  HodgdoD,  above  meDtioned,  if  yet 
in  existence,  will  demonstrate  that  these  ideas  and 
conclusions  were  the  result  of  my  own  reflections; 
and  will  at  least  warrant  the  presumption  that 
.  Mr.  Ripley  must  have  wholly  mistaken  them. 
The  expressions — "Several  important  letters;'' 
"Positive  proof  that  the  British  Oovemment  was 
mt  the  bottom  of  the  conspiracy;"  "  That  the  let- 
ters offered  rewards  to  those  who  would  engage  in 
the  enterprise;''  ''rubbish,"  and  "reprimand" — 
recorded  m  Mr.  Ripley's  deposition,  I  disclaim.  I 
always  considered  the  late  honorabU  WiUiam 
Blount  at  the  bottom  of  the  enterprise;  that  his 
motives  and  views  were  altogether  void  of  re^rd 
for  others,  further  than  comported  with  his  indi- 
vidual inteflPest ;  and  that  his  project  was  not  suffi- 
ciently matured  to  engage  the  co-operation  of  any 
Government.  But  that  the  Britisn  Minister  did 
patronize  the  conspiracv.  and  that  he  would  ulti- 
mately have  influenced  the  agency  of  his  Gov- 
ernment in  the  measure,  had  circumstances  con- 
spired to  render  it  practicable  and  advantageous 
to  the  British  nation,  I  do  believe,  notwithstand- 
ing the  sensibility  he  has  expressed  in  exciting 
the  Indians  to  the  slaughter  and  the  singular  re- 
gard his  nation  cherishes  for  the  rights  of  neu- 
trality. These,  however,  are  creeds  of  my  own. 
I  never  heard  a  syllable  on  the  subject  spoxen  by 
the  Secretary  of  State.  It  is  injurious  that  the 
insinuation  should  obtain.  I  always  supposed  the 
Secretary  believed  differently  of  Mr.  JListon  till 
the  letter  in  view  appeared ;  and  even  then,  to  me, 
he  expressed  nothing  on  the  subject,  except,  as  I 
have  above  related,  the  impropriety  o^iving  pub- 
licity to  that  evidence  before  it  was  delivered  to 
the  Committee.  Every  article  of  information, 
which  I  have  ever  possessed  relative  to  Blount's 
conspiracy,  has  been  given  to  the  Committee  of 
the  House  of  Representatives. 

At  the  time  Mr.  Ripley  and  myself  were  re- 
marking the  liberties  foreigners  among  us  were 
suffered  to  take  with  impunity,  in  subversion  of 
our  internal  tranquillity,  and  the  audacity  which 
this  tolerance  invited,  ne  informed  me,  "  There  is 
now  in  this  city,  or  Baltimore,  a  French  engineer, 
who  has  made  the  tour  of  the  United  States,  has 
taken  plans  of  every  comroandinff  position  on  our 
seaboard,  and  other  frontiers,  and  is  about  to  trans- 
mit a  copy,  if  he  has  not  already  done  it,  to  the 
National  Directory."  This  information  I  imme- 
diately communicated  verbatim  to  the  Secretary 
of  State.  I  then  expected  lo  have  tarried  in  Phil- 
adelphia a  few  weeks,  but  was  that  day  requested 
to  go  to  Cambridge  with  despatches. 

On  this  subject  I  have  since,  on  the  6th  ultimo, 
answered  to  questions  of  the  Secretary  of  War  by 
letter  from  Brim  field. 

I  do  not  recollect  whether  Mr.  Odiorne  was  pre- 
sent at  this  interview;  am  inclined  to  think  he 
was.  Sure  I  am  no  conversation  had  with  Mr. 
Riplejr  has  been  hidden  from  him.  He  visited 
me  otten  at  Captain  Elliott's  quarters.  I  believed 
him  an  honest  man ;  and  from  such  no  communi- 
cation or  conjecture  which  I  have  ever  made 
ought  to  be  hidden.    I  at  least  thus  believed,  and 


do  still  believe.  If  my  intentions  or  observaticw 
have,  through  interest  or  error,  been  misconstmed 
and  misapplied,  I  can  only  lament  my  misplaced 
confidence. 

WILLIAM  EATON. 
Springfield,  6^^  ^September,  1797. 

(ORS.) 
Markett  Strbbt,  23d  November,  1797. 

Sir  :  Bneoura^  by  your  polite  invitatioi  « 
produce  and  lay  before  the  committee  any  proof 
or  document  I  might  obtain  relative  to  the  lift 
discovered  conspiracy  of  William  Blount,  aid 
thinking  the  enclosed  original  letter  from  Geaeni 
Elijah  Clark,  of  Georgia,  to  his  Catholic  Majesty^ 
Consul,  in  Charleston,  may  tend  to  throw  some 
lighten  the  subject,  I  nave  the  honor  of  tnasmil' 
ting  it  to  jrou,  sir,  requesting  you  will  be  pleiood 
to  present  it  to  the  committee. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  ir, 
your  most  obedient  servant, 

LE  CHEVALIER  D'YRUJO. 
Samctel  StTORBAVBS,  Esq.,  Chaimum  of^  O^ 

mittee  of  Inquiry ,  fc, . 

(ORS  No.  2.) 
State  op  Qeorgia,  WABHiH^rroH, 
Augu^  9th,  1797. 

Sir  :  I  received  your  letter  by  Major  Pttton, 
requesting  me  to  inform  you  of  the  propositioDS, 
and  persons  who  made  them  to  me,  respecting  mj 
junction  with  the  British.  The  peculiar  and  deli- 
cate manner  in  which  these  propositions  were 
made,  and  the  delicacy  with  which  the  whole  bu- 
siness was  conducted,  prevents  me  from  giving 
you  that  satisfaction  on  the  subject  which  Iwi^ 
I  can  only  say  that  an  application  was  made  to 
me  from  the  British,  through  a  channel  wfaidi 
bound  me  to  silence,  if  not  acquiesced  in.  And 
this  question  asked  me  by  that  person — ^"  Whethff 
a  salarv  of  ten  thousand  dollars  would  or  wodd 
not  inauce  me  to  join  the  British?"  I  answered 
that  no  sum  could  ever  induce  me  to  join  the  Bxi- 
tish,  upon  any  occasion  whatever.  In  fact,  I  re- 
jected the  ofier  with  disdain.  Could  I  be  more 
explicit  upon  the  subject,  I  would  gratify  yon 
with  pleasure ;  but  from  tne  circumstances  here- 
tofore mentioned  I  am  confident  your  good  sense 
will  dictate  that  silence  on  my  part  is  the  most 
prudent  act. 

I  am,  with  respect,  sir, 

Your  most  humble  servant 

ELUAH  CLARK. 
DiBGO  MoRPHY,  Consul  of  Spain. 

Hon.  by  Major  Patton. 

•    (A  a) 

New  York,  12th  My,  1777. 
Sir  :  I  wrote  to  you  yesterday,  per  post,  respect- 
ing the  circumstances  which  took  place  upon  tbi 
apprehension  of  Doctor  Romayne.  It  was  im- 
possible to  bonceal  this  business  from  public  ob- 
servation, as  the  attention^of  many  persons  wu 
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«Ecited  by  the  visit  to  his  house  at  an  unusual 
iu)ur,  and  his  sudden  departure  for  Philadelphia 
with  Captain  Eaton  and  his  assistant  In  the 
course  or  the  day  information  was  given  to  me 
that  Doctor  Charles  Buxton,  of  this  city^  formerlv 
a  pupil  to  Doctor  Romayne,  was  acquainted  with 
some  of  the  circumstances  relative  to  the  plot  in 
which  he  was  engaged.  I  was  told  that,  in  a  mo- 
ment of  intoxication,  he  had  declared  that  Ro> 
mayne  woidd  become  one  of  the  greatest  men  in 
this  country,  and  that  he  himself  was  eB|[aged  to 
fill  an  important  station  under  him.  This  decla- 
ration was  considered,  at  the  time,  as  merely  the 
effect  of  wine  and  vanity,  and,  as  the  particulars 
of  the  scheme  were  not  disdosed^he  whole  would 
probably  have  been  forgotten,  if  Doctor  Romayne 
bad  not  been  implicated  in  tne  discoveries  lately 
made.  In  consequence  of  that  circumstance,  Bux- 
ton was,  without  my  knowkdjg^e,  called  upon  by 
•  my  informant  for  an  explanation,  and  I  was  told 
that  he  had  acknowledged  his  acquaintance  with 
the  nature  of  the  business,  and  that  he  had  seen  a 
letter  from  Mr.  Liston  to  Romayne  respecting  it. 
Though  from  this  information  it  appeared  proba- 
\^  that  Buxton  was  possessed  of  Romayne's  con- 
fidence, and  was  wilang  to  embark  in  the  under- 
taking, whatever  it  mijght  be,  yet,  from  the  general 
character  of  the  parties,  I  did  not  believe  that  he 
eould  have  had  any  direct  intercourse  with  the 
other  principal  agents,  or  that  he  possessed  any 
material  papers  relating  to  it.  I  was  also  con- 
TiBced  that,  if  he  ever  had  such  papers,  they  must 
have  been  destroyed,  as  he  would  naturally  have 
taken  the  alarm  upon  the  first  account  of  the  dis- 
covery. For  these  reasons  I  thought  it  could  not 
be  improper  to  apply  to  Dr.  Buxton  personally, 
And  hear  his  own  account  of  the  business  before 
«By  other  measure  was  talwa.  This  I  have  ac- 
cordingly done ;  and  he  has  assured  me  that  the 
propositions  made  to  him  were  oniv  general^  of 
some  aoaployment  much  to  his  benefit  on  the  Mis- 
.sissippi,  which,  however,  he  apprehended  might 
mtetftre  voiih  his  cUtiy  to  the  United  States,  and 
had  declined.  He  admitted  that  he  had  seen  two 
letters  in  Doctor  Romayne's  hands,  one  from  a 
petson  of  consequence  in  England,  (supposed  to 
be  Sir  William  rulteney,)and  the  other,  he  thinks, 
from  Mr.  Listen;  but  he  aflbcts  to  have  a  very  in- 
•distinet  recollection  oi  their  contents.  Should  it 
be  thouffht  advisable  to  compel  the  attendance  of 
Doctor  Buxton,  either  as  a  witness  or  otherwise, 
before  the  committee  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, an  order  or  warrant  for  that  purpose  will  of 
course  be  forwarded. 

I  am  this  moment  informed  that  William  Duer, 
formerly  Assistant  Secretarv  of  the  Treasury,  is 
suspected  of  being  privy  to  this  transaction.  The 
reasons  assigned  are  his  frequent  interviews,  at 
lale  hours,  with  Doctor  Romayne,  and  his  having 
betrayed  some  agitation  at  the  arrest  of  that  per^ 
aoD*  I  know  nothing  of  these  facts,  but  it  is  ob- 
a«rvable  that  a  letter  of  Mr.  Duct's,  relatmg  to  a 
land  speculation,  was  among  those  papers  of  Doc- 
tor ROTiayne  which  were  most  in  sight,  and  it 
jnight  have  been  so  placed  to  remove  suspicions, 
ifaay  should  arise. 


I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest,  respect, 
sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

RICHARD  HARRISON. 
Hon.  Timothy  Pickerinci,  Esq., 

Secretary  qf  &taie. 

(Ab.) 
New  York,  My  II,  1797. 

Sib  :  The  arrest  of  Doctor  Romayne  has  been 
the  subject  of  much  conversation  this  day.  I 
think  it  proper  to  state  \p  you  that  Doctor  HickS| 
who  was  formerly  a  student  with  Dr.  Romayne, 
informs  me  a  gentleman,  who  also  was  once  a 
student  with  him,  told  him  (Doctor  Hicks,)  seve- 
ral weeks  ago,  that  he  had  conveyed  letters  from 
Doctor  Romayne  to  the  British  Minister,  and  was 
requested  or  directed  to  deliver  them  to  the  Min- 
ister with  his  own  hand.  The  name  of  this  gen- 
tleman Dr.  Hicks  has  not  mentioned  to  me ;  but 
he  is  in  this  city.  Whether  this  circumstance  de- 
serves investi^tion,  is  submitted  to  the  opinion  of 
the  proper  authorities ;  but  I  have  thought  it  my 
duty  to  state  the  circumstance  to  you.  Mr. 
Blount's  intimacy  with  Doctor  Romayne,  while 
in  this  city,  was  a  subject  of  remark.  We  are 
alive  to  this  discovery,  and  everything  that  can 
throw  light  on  it 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  ser- 
vant, N.  WEBSTER,  Jr.    ' 

Hon.  Timothy  Pickering,  Esq., 
Secretary  of  State,  PhUadetjMa, 

(Ac.) 
New  Yore,  Jtdy  12, 1797. 

Sir  :  I  take  the  liberty  of  informing  you  that 
their  are  other  characters  in  New  York  that  are 
not  less  dangerous  to  the  happiness  of  the  U.  8. 
than  Doctor  Romayne,  and  that  if  the  ware  in 
custity  I  should  appear  against  one  in  particular 
who  has  been  hear  from  the  State  of  Penn.  this 
five  month  and  better  was  in  company  with  W: 
Blount  last  spring  in  this  City  and  with  the  Doc- 
tor and  lodges  in  the  house  of  the  last  mentioned 
corner  of  John  and  Nassau  street  No  23  he  |if 
caul'd  Col.  Stevenson  or  by  some  Qeneral  it  caa 
be  proven  that  this  man  is  in  the  consern  and 
that  he  makes  it  a  point  to  abuse  you  and  many 
other  public  offisers  upon  all  occations  in  the  most 
scurilous  manner  such  as  rascals,  scoundrals  and 
velons  this  man  is  despart  and  unless  he  is  appre- 
hended know  one  will  venture  to  come  forward 
against  him  he  has  chalanged  severals  in  this  place 
and  would  not  think  any  thine  of  taking  the  life 
of  any  person  he  new  would  inform  on  him* 
He  is  at  this  time  confined  with  the  gout  but  not 
so  as  to  prevent  his  being' taken  to  the  seat  of  jua- 
tiee.  I  shall  come  forward  when  he  is  taken  and 
prove  more  than  I  shall  venture  to  assert  in  this. 

In  the  mean  time  I  remain  your  Exelency's 
most  ob.  servant  db  friend  to  my  country.  H.  Bf . 

Timothy  PickerinOj  Esq. 
Secretary  of  State. 

P.  S.  There  is  but  one  other  that  know  I  hare 
writen.  H.  Bl. 
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(Ad.) 

July  13,  1797. 

Deab  Sir  :  The  committee  are  of  opinion  that 
the  suspicion  against^ Col.  SteveosoD,  arising  out 
•  of  H.  M.'s  letter,  should  be  traced  if  possible.  It 
would  not  be  right  to  issue  a  warrant  to  appre- 
hend him  without  some  better  proof  than  an  anon- 
ymous correspondence;  yet  the  thing  deserves 
inquiry.  Perhaps  by  enclosing  the  letter  to  Mr. 
Bbrrison,  he  may  be  able  to  discover  the  author, 
and  procure  further  information.  The  letter  is 
returned  to  you,  that  yon  may,  if  you  think  it 
proper,  write  to  Mr.  Harrison  on  the  subject. 

We  propose  to  send  a  subpoena  for  Dr.  Buxton ; 
either  Claxton  or  Dunn  will  go  with  it,  if  you 
will  furnish  the  means. 

There  are  other  reasons,  besides  Mr.  Harrison's 
letter,  to  suppose  that  Mr.  Duer  had  a  pretty  Ml 
knowledge  of  the  project.  A  Richard  Smith,  who 
has  been  lately  with  him  in  New  York,  has  said 
that  Mr.  Duer  snive  him  information  on  the  sub- 
ject, in  general  terms,  corresponding  with  Ro- 
mayne's  disclosure.  Perhaps  Mr.  Harrison  may 
obtain  from  him  some  important  testimony. 

We  submit  it  to  your  consideration  whether  by 
communicating  to  Mr.  Liston  the  fact  that  we 
have  in  our  possession  his  letter  to  Romavne,  he 
may  not  be  induced  to  give  up  Romayne's  letter 
to  which  it  is  an  answer,  as  weU  as  the  rest  of  Ro- 
mayne's  correspondence  with  him.  We  should 
be  very  glad  to  see  the  letter  from  Lord  Grenville, 
which  you  informed  us  Mr.  Liston  had  shown 
you.  and  of  which  you  imagined  he  would  'make 
no  oifficulty  to  let  you  have  a  copy. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  with  great  regard,  your  most  obe- 
dient servant, 

S.  SITGREAVES. 

The  Secretary  op  State. 

(Ae.) 
Philadelphia,  July  16, 1797. 
Sir:   It  is  reported  that  your  committee  has 
sent  to  Tennesse  for  some  witneses.  One  Mitchel 
told  me  last  winter  that  his  partner  knew  every 
thing  more  than  he  did.    I  give  this  news  whicn 
I  hope  may  be  useful. 
Your  servant  a  friend  to  truth 

G.  H. 

Mr.  SiTGREVES — 

Qymmitte  man-present — (this) 

(Af.) 

New  York,  July  19, 1797. 
'     Sir  :  Crossing  the  ferry  this  day  and  listening 
to  the  conversation  Of  some  gentlemen  of  this  city, 
of  which  Dr.  Romayne  was  the  topic — I  remark- 
ed the  following  : 

That,  Sunday  previously  to  R.'s  being  taken, 
he  was  at  the  house  of  Mr.  Benjamin  Wintrop, 
mnd  made  use  of  such  observations  as  these — "  The 
Government  of  the  United  States  is  not,  in  fact, 
nor  ought  it  to  be  considered  a  Government:  it 
.was  founded  on  rebellion .  and  supported  by  fac- 


tion, and  that  a  short  time  would  restore  things,  in 
this  country,  to  the  political  order  which  existed 
before  the  Revolution." 

It  has  transpired  from  some  of  R.'s  confidants, 
that  he  has  said :  ^  One  year  would  make  him 
Governor  of  the  Natchez." 

I  took  the  liberty  to  ask  the  name  of  the  gentle- 
man who  seemed  to  lead  in  these  observatioas, 
and  found  it  to  be  Leonard  Bleeker. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  sir.  meet  respect- 
fully, your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  EATON. 

Hon'bleMr.  Sitgreavbs, 

Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Congress, 
Philadelphia, 

(A  g.) 
New  York,  June  20, 1797. 

Sir  :  A  few  days  since,  I  received  from  Caleb 
Russel,  attorney-at-law  in  Morristown,  New  Je^ 
sey,  the  following  verbal  communication,  riz: 

That,  in  the  month  of  May  last,  one  Mudsqa 
Day  (or  Dey)  informed  him  that  he  w»s  goiat 
to  the  Western  country ;  that  there  was  a  giaid 
business  going  on,  that  they  were  to  invade  the 
Spanish  territories,  and  drive  them  from  Louisia- 
na, d6c.,  and  take  the  fort  at  the  Natchez ;  that 
there  was  a  person  ffone  to  Enffland  on  the  sib- 

i'ect ;  that  he  should  make  his  fortune,  6lc.  ;  that 
ie  had  his  information  and  was  employed  by  ooe 
Mitchel.  a  surveyor ;  that  Mitcbel  authorized  aod 
pressed  nim  to  raise  forty  or  fifty  young  men,  all 
of  whom  were  to  be  highly  rewarded. 

That  he  spoke  of  his  business  in  so  open  t 
manner,  through  Morristown,  that  it  passed  oare- 
garded. 

This  Day  is  a  young  man,  not  yet  arrived  at 
twenty-one.  He  made  essays,  however,  to  get  his 
complement  of  men  ;  but,  not  succeeding,  he 
went  to  the  Tennessee,  taking  with  him  two  or 
three. 

Mitchel  we;pt  on  the  business  to  the  Tennessee. 
He  was  to  be  a  sreat  man  in  the  afiair.  Hii 
Christian  name,  Mr.  Russel  could  not  recollect. 
But  it  can  be  had  at  Morristown,  where,  it  seemt, 
he  is  well  known. 

Not  knowing  from  what  quarter  light  might  be 
thrown  upon  Uiis  mysterious  busines^  I  thought 
it  a  duty  to  trouble  you  with  this  epistle. 

Health  and  respect,  from 

WM.  WILCOCKS. 

Timothy  Piokbrino,  Esq., 

Secretary  of  State,  PkUaddphia. 

(Ah.) 

From  the  New  Toik  Herald,  of  Angnit  Sd,  1797. 

A  writer  in  the  Argus,  signed  "  Fiaccus,''  asb 
Dr.  Romayne  the  following  questions : 

"Were  you  an  acccomplice  with  Williia 
Blount,  in  the  design  of  violattog  the  Americas 
territory,  to  attack,  murder,  plunder,  and  destrof. 
the  subjects  of  our  good  ally  the  Kins  of  SDaint 
Were  you  the  man  who  first  suggested  the  idea  to 
Goyemor  Blount  ?    Who  first  seduced  him  iota 
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the  plan  ?  Was  this  idea  your  owii.  or  did  it  ori- 
ginate with  that  conspicuous  example  of  talents, 
yirtues,  and  manners,  ^our  fast  friend  and  insei)a- 
rable  companion,  William  Duer  ?  Did  you  write 
letters  to  Pulteney,  of  London,  to  supply  you  with 
money  for  the  expedition,  and  to  make  the  best 
treaty  he  could  with  Pitt  for  places,  pensions,  ter- 
ritory, &c.,  for  yourself  and  friends,  in  case  you 
should  succeed?  Did  Duer  compose  fifteen  or 
twenty  sheets  of  paper,  pointing  out  the  immense 
advantages  that  must  accrue  to  Qreat  Britain,  by 
an  acquisition  of  New  Orleans,  a'bd  the  territory 
of  Louisiana  and  the  Fioridas?  Did  you  copy 
this,  read  it  over  to  Blo.unt  and  some  others,  whose 
names  for  the  present  shall  not  stain  my  paper^  at 
Mrs.  Gk)rdon's  boarding  house,  in  Greenwich 
street,  and  send  it  ofi*  to  England  as  your  own  pro- 
duction ?  Were  there  daily  and  nightly  meetmgs 
in  that  lady's  bed-rooni,  of  four  i)ersons,  settling, 
d^esting,  and  arranging  the  nefarious  plot,  during 
the  ^hole  period  of  Governor  Blount's  visit  to 
New  ITork,  m  the  Pall  of  the  last,  and  Spring  of 
the  present  year?  Were  you  one  of  those  four; 
and,  if  so.  by  what  appellation  would  you  desig- 
nate sucli  a  convention?  Would  you  call  it  a 
club  or  a  committee  ?" 

(Ai.) 
CoMMiTTEE-RooM,  Augtut  30,  1797. 

Dbar  Sir  :  On  the  13th  July,  you  communica- 
ted to  the  Committee  of  the  House  of  Renresent- 
atives,  a  letter  from  Mr.  Harrison,  of  tne  12th 
July  ;  and  another  letter,  directed  to  you,  under 
the  signature  of  "  H.  M.,"  dated  also  at  New  York, 
July  12,  which  letters  intimated  certain  suspicions 
affecting  Mr.  Duer  and  Col.  Stevenson,  as  con- 
nected with  Blount's  plans.  On  the  same  day, 
when  you  made  this  communication,  we  request- 
ed you  would  be  good  enoush  to  write  to  Mr. 
Harrison^  on  the  subject  of  these  suspicions,  and 
engage  him  to  pursue  the  inquiry  as  far  as  practi- 
cable ;  for  whichipurpose  we  enclosed  to  you  the 
letter  of  H.  M. 

Certain  queries,  signed  "Flaccus"  originally 

Eublished  in  the  Ar^us,  and  which  I  find  repuo- 
shed  in  the  Herald,  of  August  2d,  addressed  to 
Dr.  Romayne,  seem  to  point  to  the  same  objects 
which  were  the  subjects  of  the  letters  above  refer- 
red to.  We  conceive  these  intimations  ought  not 
to  be  neglected,  and  propose  to  write  to  Mr.  Har- 
rison to  endeavor  to  obtain  further  light,  if  possi- 
ble, but  are  first  desirous  to  know,  whether  he  has 
hitherto,  under  your  directions,  made  any  inquiries 
conformably  to  the  wish  of  the  committee. 

Will  you  take  the  trouble  to  inform  us,  whether 
you  have  received  from  Mr.  Harrison  any  intelli- 
gence of  his  inquiries,  or  their  result  ? 
I  am,  sir,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

S.  SITGREAVES. 

Col.  PlOKBRINe. 

(Ak.) 
l^HiLAUELPHiA,  August  30,  1797. 
8iR :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  re- 


ceipt of  your  letter  of  this  date,  inquiring  whether 
I  had  received  any  information  from  Mr.  Harri- 
son relative  to  Mr.  Duer  and  Col.  Stevenson,  who 
were  mentioned  in  some  anonymous  letters,  as 
connected  with  Gov.  Blount's  plot  ?  and  answer, 
that  1  have  not  heard  from  Mr.  Harrison  on  the 
subject.  I  have  shown  you  my  letter  to  himmaking 
the  inquiries  which  you  requested. 
I  am,  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 
f  T.  PICKERING. 

Samuel  Sitorbavbs,  Esq., 

Chairman  of  the  Committee 

of  the  Bcm$e  of  Repreaentativea. 
•   .....^ 

(A  1.) 

Copy  of  the  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  State  to  Ridi- 
ard  Harrison,  Esq.,  referred  to  in  the  last  letter. 

Department  op  State, 
PhUaddphia^  Jvly  14, 1797. 

Sir:  I  have  shown  your  letters  of  the  llthand 
12th  to  the  Committee  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives. Yesterday  the  Chairman  wrote  me  a 
letter,  from  which  I  quote  the  following  para^ 
graph: 

"There  are  other  reasons,  besides  Mr.  Harrison's 
letters,  to  suppose  that  Mr.  Duer  had  a  pretty  ftiU 
knowledge  of  the  project  A  Richard  Smith,  who  has 
lately  been  wflh  him  m  New  York,  has  said  that  Mr. 
Duer  gave  him  information  on  the  subject,  in  general 
terms,  corresponding  with  Romayne's  disclosure.  Per- 
haps Mr.  Harrison  may  obtain  from  him  some  import- 
ant  testimony.'' 

Yesterday,  I  received  the  enclosed  anonymous 
letter  concerning  one  Col.  Stevenson,  as  connect- 
ed with  Blount  and  Romayne.  I  know  Steven- 
son. It  is  doubtless  the  same  person  who  pub- 
lished, in  the  newspapers,  his  correspondence  with 
me  and  Mr.  McHenry,  as  Secretaries  of  the  War 
Department,  about  his  complaint  against  General 
Morgan,  while  commandmg  the  militia  army 
against  the  Pennsylvania  insurgents. 

If  you  can  make  any  use  of  this  information,  to 
discover  more  of  the  designs  of  the  conspirators, 
you  will  certainly  do  it. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  ereat  respect,  sir, 
your  obedient  servant,  T.  PICKERING. 

Richard  Harrison,  Esq.. 

Attorney  of  the  tfnitea  States, 

District  of  New  York. 

P.  S.  I  have  just  received  another  letter  (dated 
July  12th)  codcemiog  Col.  Stevenson,  which  I 
also  enclose. 

(Am.) 
Philadelphia,  August  31, 1797. 
Sir  :  On  the  13th  July  last,  the  Secretary  of 
State  communicated  to  the  Committee  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  your  letter  to  him  of 
the  12th  of  the  same  month,  intimating  some  sus- 
picioti  of  Mr.  Duer,  as  privy  to  the  plans  of  Gov- 
ernor Blount    At  the  same  time,  the  Secretary 
I  of  State  also  communicated  to  u^n  anonymous 
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letter,  under  the  signature  of  "H.  M.,"  dated 
New  York,  July  12,  1797,  intimating  suspicions 
of  a  similar  nature  against  a  Colood  Stevenson. 
There  were  other  reasons  besides  those  sugffested 
by  you  to  create  some  belief  of  Mr.  Doer's  know- 
ledge or  concern  in  these  transactions:  And  the 
committee  thought  that  such  repeated  intimations 
ouffht  not  to  be  neglected ;  bnt  as  Mr.  Duer's  ac- 
tual situation  would  render  it  inconvenient,  if  not 
impracticable,  lawfully  to  obtain  his  attendance 
beiore  the  committee  by  any  process  which  they 
could  issue,  we  tiffniied  to  CoL  Pickering  our 
wish  that  he  would  endeavor  to  engas^e  your  good 
offices  in  procuring  from  Mr.  Duer  what  informa- 
tion he  was  willing  to  give  on  the  business  with 
which  the  committee  are  charged.  The  suspicion 
excited  against  Gol.  Stevenson  having  no  better 
foundation  than  an  anonymous  letter,  we  did  not 
believe  that  we  could  be  justified,  witnout  further 
proof,  in  doing  any  act  that  mi^ht  put  him  to  in- 
con  venience^  or  subject  him  to  imputation;  but  as 
we  were  desirous  to  neglect  no  occasion  of  tracing, 
by  every  just  and  practicable  means,  any  appear- 
ances connected  with  the  object  of  our  inquiries, 
we  requested  Col.  Pickering  to  transmit  to  you 
the  anonymous  letter  which  he  had  received,  with 
the  hope  that  it  miffht  be  in  your  power  to  disco- 
ver the  author  and  further  to  investigate  the  causes 
of  suspicion  it  contained. 

As  we  are  informed  by  the  Secretary  of  State 
that  he  wrote  to  you  conformably  to  the  request 
of  the  committee,  but  has  not  received  from  you 
any  communication  of  the  result  of  your  inquiries, 
we  presume  they  have  not  been  attended  with  any 
success.  But,  having  observed  in  the  Herald,  of 
August  2^  certain  aueries  addressed  to  Doctor  Ko- 
mayne,  signed  '-  Flaccus,"  and  republished  from 
the  Argus,  of  New  York,  pointing  to  the  same 
objects  of  suspicion  with  the  letters  herein  before 
referred  to,  it  has  occurred  to  us  that  the  printer 
of  the  Argus,  by  giving  you  the  name  of  the  au- 
thor of  those  queries,  might  enable  you  to  prose- 
cute this  inauiry  with  some  better  hope  of  a  satis- 
factory result.  At  any  rate,  we  believe  that  we 
ouffht  to  make  every  practicable  attempt  to  obtain 
intormation,  as  we  are  responsible  for  the  endea- 
vor, though  not  for  its  success. 

I  am  desired,  therefore,  by  the  committee,  to 
request  that  you  will  take  the  trouble  of  another 
effort  to  extract  some  light  from  these  various 
hints  and  intimations;  and  that  you  will  favor 
them  with  a  line  to  inform  them  as  well  of  what 
has  been  essayed,  in  consequence  of  their  former 
request  through  the  Secretary  of  State,  as  of  what 
you  shall  be  able  to  accomplish  by  any  new  in- 
quiries. 

I  beg  you  to  accept  the  assurance  of  the  reluct- 
ance with  which  the  committee  give  you  the 
trouble  of  their  repeated  requests,  and  of  the  per- 
fect respect  and  consideration  with  which, 

I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

S.  SITGREAVES,  Chairman. 

Richard  Harrison,  Esq., 

AiXvme^  of  the  United  States. 

District  of  New  Ywrk. 


(An.) 
New  York,  September  16, 1797. 

Sir  :  A  scene  of  domestic  affliction  in  which  I 
have  lately  been  involved,  prevented  my  attention 
to  your  letter  of  the  31st  ultimo,  until  a  few  daya 
ago.  As  soon  as  I  was  able  to  turn  my  mind  U> 
that  subject,  I  called  upon  Mr.  Greenleaf,  the 
printer  of  the  Argius,  for  the  information  you  re- 
quested. He  has  eiven  me  the  name  of  William 
Langworthy,  an  finglishman,  who  has  been  abottt 
two  years  in  this  country,  as  the  author  of  the 
queries,  signed  "Flaccus.''  At  the  same  time,  he 
has  assur^  me  that,  before  the  publication,  he  ex- 
pressed to  Mr.  Langworthy  his  expectation  that  be 
would  be  called  upon,  ana  was  told  that  he  had 
no  objection  to  a  particular  disclosure  of  all  that 
he  knew. 

It  seems  that  this  Mr.  Langworthy  was  a  lodger 
in  Mrs.  Gordon's  house,  at  the  time  the  occurrences 
are  supposed  to  have  taken  place,  which  are  allud- 
ed to  in  these  queries. 

I  have  no  great  confidence  in  the  authority  upon, 
which  this  communication  rests,  but  that  nothing 
on  my  part  miffht  be  wanting,  I  have  inquired  fer 
Mr.  Langworthy,  who,  it  seems,  is  now  in  the 
country,  and  I  shall  endeavor  to  see  him  as  soon 
as  I  hear  of  his  return  to  this  place. 

I  perfectiy  accord  with  you  in  sentiment,  that 
the  letter  respecting  Col.  Stevenson  does  not  fiir^ 
nish  sufficient  groi^ds  upon  which  any  meaaaies 
can  be  taken :  And,  with  respect  to  Mr.  Doer,  I 
have  no  idea  that  any  information  can  be  obtained 
in  the  way  that  has  been  intimated.  He  is  in 
general  a  zealot  in  whatever  he  undertakes,  and 
has  that  kind  of  attachment  to  all  his  plana, 
which  is  common  with  persons  of  that  descriptton. 

I  am,  with  the  highest  respect,  sir,  your  obedi- 
ent servant,  RICHARD  HARRISON, 

Samuel  Sitoreavbs,  Esq.^ 

Chairman  of  the  VommUtee  of  the  Sbute 
of  jRepreaenttitives,  Philadelphia. 


SupptemenUxry  Evidence,  reported  by  Committee 
qfter  wbmission  offvrat  Report. 

Abel  Holden,  Jr.,  of  the  city  of  New  York,  in 
the  State  of  New  York,  being  duly  sworn  upon 
the  Evangelists  of  Almighty  God,  makes  oath  and 
saith,  that  he  lived  for  a  number  of  years  in  the 
State  of  New  Hampshire,  where  he  was  acquaint- 
ed with  John  Phillips  Ripley,  nephew  lo  the  Pre- 
sident of  Dartmouth  College ;  that  the  said  John 
Phillips  Ripley  lived  for  a£>ut  two  m(Hiths  dnrhig 
the  last  Summer,  and  this  deponent  thinks  in  the 
months  of  Joly  and  August,  as  a  boarder  and 
lodger  in  the  house  of  as9l  Holden,  the  uncle  of 
this  deponent,  where  this  deponait  also  lived  mt 
the  same  time,  in  the  eity  of  New  York ;  that  the 
said  John  Phillips  Ripley,  during  the  same  period, 
havipg  been  applied  to  (or  payment  of  the  money 
due  for  his  said  board  and  lodj^inffj  this  deponent, 
at  hb  request,  accompanied  him  first  to  a  house 
at  the  corner  of  Pearl  and  Broad  streets,  in  the 
said  city,  where  he  said  he  woeld  tee  i  griitlawian 
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from  whom  he  was  to  have  some  money ;  that 
the  said  John  Philips  Ripley  there  conversed  with 
a  person  to  this  deponent  unknown,  in  the  Freneh 
language,  which  this  deponent  does  not  under- 
stand, and  then  informed  this  deponent  that  the 
gentleman  whom  lie  expected  to  haye  seen  was 
ncrt  at  home ;  that  this  deponent  then  proceeded 
with  said  John  PhiUips  Ripley,  at  his  desire,  to  a 
^ouse  in  tJ^^eenwich  street,  near  the  Battery,  in 
the  said  city,  which  this  deponent  has  since  under- 
stood to  he  oectrpied  by  the  Spanish  Consul,  and 
where,  as  this  deponent  then  understood,  he  ex- 
pected to  see  the  Spanish  Minister ;  that  in  the 
eourse  of  conversation  on  a  former  day,  the  said 
John  Phillips  Ripley  had  informed  the  deponent 
^ttthe  knew  the  Spanish  Minister,  whom  henad  re- 
cently seen  in  the  said  city,  in  a  phaeton  drawn 
by  four  horses;  that  upon  their  coming  to  the 
said  house  in  Qreenwich  street,  the  said  John 
Phillips  Ripley  looked  in  at  one  of  the  windows, 
and  said  he  saw  there  was  company  in  the 
room,  and  that  he  would  take  another  opportu- 
mtT  of  calling,  or  to  that  effect  and  added,  that  he 
had  already  had  two  hundred  aollars  from  the  said 
Biinister.  and  was  to  have  more  money  from  him ; 
that  he  nas  heard  the  said  John  Phillips  Ripley 
nay  that  he  should  have  had  the  office  afterwards 
conferred  upon  Captain  Eaton,  of  Consul  to  Al- 
giers, but  that  Captain  Eaton  nad  interfered  and 
prevented  it ;  that  ne  was  present  when  a  similar  de- 
claration of  the  said  John  Phillips  Ripley  was  men- 
tioned to  Captain  Elaton,  who  then  observed  that 
be  had  been  inclined  to  favor  Ripley's  views,  but 
that  there  were  substantial  reasons  to  prevent  his 
appointment,  and  further  added,  that  he  under- 
stood Ripley  had  received  money  from  the  Span- 
ish Minister ;  that  this  deponent  thereupon  com- 
municated to  Captain  Eaton  what  the  said  John 
Phillips  Ripley  had  mentioned  to  him  as  afore- 
said^ and  had  nefore  mentioned  the  same  in  the 
family  of  his  uncle,  the  said  Asa  Holden. 

ABEL  HOLDEN,  Jr. 
Sworn  the  30th  day  of  December,  1797,  before 
me  (the  word  "  had^"  and  the  words  "  whom  he 
had  recently  seen  m  the  said  city,  in  a  phaeton 
drawn  by  four  horses,"  being  first  mterlined,  the 
last  words  over  an  obliteration.) 

RICHD.  VARICK  May(yr. 

QfiORQiA,  Wilkes  Codnty, 

Tuesday,  Akareh  27, 1796. 
General  Ekijab  Clark  being  sworn  bj  Williaan  Bar- 
aet,  Bsq^  one  of  die  Justices  of  the  Inferior  Coort,  to 
flMke  true  tisswers  to  lihe  iatefiogatories  transmitted 
Ions  and  Benjamin  Ttliafeno,  Esq^  or  any  two  of 
iis,hy  the  said  committee,  deposath  to  ^  firstinter- 
rogatory,  and  saith : 

That  he  wrote  the  letter  of  which  the  annexed 
is  a  copy,  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge  and  belief, 
and  to  me  person  to  whom  it  is  addressed. 

To  the  second  interrogatory  he  saith,  there  was 
an  application  made  to  him  ««  suggested  in  the 
said  letter.  That  the  api>Hcation  was  made  to 
him  by  one  William  Carriek,  to  the  best  of  his 
recollection,  some  time  in  the  month  of  May,  in 


the  year  1797,  at  his  house  in  Wilkes  county ; 
that  the  said  Carriok  came  to  his  house  the  day 
before  any  propositions  were  made,  and  tarried  all 
night ;  that  he  appeared  to  know  this  deponent, 
and  said  he  had  seen  him  about  ten  years  before 
in  Savannah,  though  this  deponent  could  not  call 
to  h»  mind  that  m  had  ever  seen  the  said  Car- 
rick  before;  that  during  the  evening  he  talked 
much  of  the  existing  war  between  France,  Spain, 
and  England  ;  that  the  day  afrer  his  arrival,  some 
little  time  afrer  breakfast,  he  informed  this  depo> 
nent  that  he  was  a  British  Captain,  then  from 
Charleston,  and  intended  to  return  there  as  soon 
as  possible,  by  the  wav  of  Savannah,  where  he 
expected  to  see  Colonel  John  Mcintosh,  and  that 
he  was  authorized  by  the  British  Government  to 
propose  to  this  deponent  $10,000,  as  mentioned  in 
the  said  letter,  as  a  salary,  if  he,  this  deponent, 
would  engage  in  the  British  service  against  the 
Spaniards  and  French ;  and  this  deponent  should 
hold  in  the  said  service  the  same  rank  that  he  held 
in  the  State  of  Georgia. 

That  the  said  poposals  were  oral,*  and  not  in 
writing.  And  this  deponent  further  saith,  that 
after  he  had  contemptuousl^r  refused  to  close  with 
the  said  prropositions,  the  said  Carrick-  asked  this 
deponent  if  any  sum  would  engage  this  deponent 
to  enter  into  the  service  of  the  British  Gtovem- 
ment  ?  And,  having  explicitly  informed  the  said 
Carrick,  that  nothing  could  induce  him  to  enter 
into  their  service,  the  said  Carrick  extorted  m 
promise^  that  nothing  more  should  be  said  of  the 
propositions  so  as  aforesaid  made,  which  this  de- 
pi>nent  felt  no  reluctance  in  giving^  not  believing 
at  the  time  that  a  disclosure  could  m  any  manner 
be  interesting  to  the  Qovemment  of  the  United 
States.  That  the  design,  scheme,  or  enterprise, 
was  not  disclosed  to  this  denonent ;  and  that  the 
said  Carrick  left  the  house  ot  this  deponent  in  one 
half  hour,  he  believes,  after  the  said  propositions 
were  made  and  rejected. 

To  the  third  interrogatory  he  saith,  that  he 
does  not  know  of  any  proposals  made  by  and  om 
the  part  of  the  British  or  any  other  foreign  na- 
tion, to  any  citizen  or  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  for  the  purpose  of  engaging  them  in  any 
enterprise  hostile  to  the  United  States. 

ELUAH  H  CLARK, 
marie 

(1.) 

Letter  from  the  Chevalier  D'Yav jo,  Minister  Plempo- 
tentiaiy  to  die  United  States  fiom  Spain,  to  me 
Chairman  of  the  Comrnkteeappointed  to  preptre  and 
report  Articles  of  Impeachment  against  WiUism 
Blount,  dated  Jsnuary  19, 1798. 

PniLADBLPHiA,  Jomuory  19, 1796. 
Sir  :  Having  seen,  bv  the  supplementanr  report 
of  the  committee,  wnich  you  laid  before  the 
House  on  Thursday,  the  18tn  instant,  that  Abra- 
ham Holden  has  declared  that  J.  P.  Ripley  had 
received  from  me  a  sum  of  money  in  New  York, 
to  extricate  him  from  a  difficulty  in  which  he 
found  himself,  I  think  it  an  indtspensahle  duty  I 
Digitized  by 


2415 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


2416 


Impeachment  qf  William  Blount, 


owe  to  myself,  to  prove  the  total  misrepresenta- 
tion of  the  fact  by  the  following  statement.  To- 
wards the  latter  end  of  last  September,  on  my  re- 
turn to  New  York  from  Boston,  I  was  informed 
that  Mr.  Ripley  had  been  arrested  for  debt,  and 
that  by  the  interposition  of  Gk)vernor  Jay  he  had 
been  prevented  from  going  to  prison.  Mr.  Riple v 
shortly  after  applied  to  a  merchant  in  New  York 
for  a  sum  of  money  in  order  to  extricate  himself 
finally  from  this  embarrassment ;  the  gentleman 
applied  to  me  for  information  respecting  Mr.  Rip- 
ley, and,  on  my  telling  him  I  had  every  reas6n  to 
consider  him  as  a  youDg  man  of  honor  and  integ- 
rity, he  advanced  him,  on  his  own  notes,  the  mo- 
ney he  required,  the  amount  of  which  I  do  not 
exactly  recollect.  Moreover,  I  think  it  necessary 
here  to  observe  to  you,  sir,  that  from  the  first  mo- 
ment of  my  acquamtance  with  Mr.  Ripley,  I  ne- 
yer  have,  directly  or  indirectly,  ofiered  him  any 
money  or  other  reward,  or  in  any  ways  hinted  to 
compensate  him  for  his  deposition,  as  he  was  con- 
scious it  was  his  duty,  and  in  that  light  only  have 
I  viewed  iL  I  have  further  reason  to  believe  this 
motive  was  the  only  inducement  he  had  to  apply 
to  me,  at  the  commencement  of  the  sitting  of  the 
committee,  as  it  was  an  entire  voluntary  act  of  his 
own. 

As  the  deposition  of  Mr.  Holden  has  been  laid 
before  Congress,  permit  me,  sir,  to  request  of  the 
committee  to  do  the  same  with  this  letter,  and,  if 
necessary,  to  take  proper  steps  for  the  further 
elucidation  of  the  above-mentioned  facts,  in  order 
to  remove  any  wrong  impression  it  might  make 
on  the  public. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient 
servant,  LE  CHEVALIER  D'YRUJO. 

Samuel  Sitorbaves,  Esq., 
Qiairman  of  the  Committee  of  the 
House  of  RefresentoHveSy  for  the 
•  impeachment  of  WiiHam  BUmnt. 

(2.) 

Letter  from  John  Phillips  Ripley  to  the  Chairman  of 
the  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  and  report  Arti- 
cles of  Impeachment  against  WiHiam  Bloont,  dated 
January  19, 1798. 

Philaoblphia,  Jamuary  19, 1798. 

Sir  :  I  have  just  seen,  with  much  surprise,  an 
abstract  of  a  deposition  made  by  Abraham  Hol- 
den, of  New  Yorx,  "  which  seems  to  imply  that  I 
was  supplied  with  money  while  in  New  York  by 
the  Spanibh  Minister,  and  that  I  had  received  two 
hundred  dollars  from  him,  and  expected  more." 
I  beg  leave,  sir.  to  relate  to  you  the  facts  which 
may,  perhaps,  have  given  some  color  to  the  im- 
pressions mada-on  the  mind  of  the  deponent.  It 
IS,  however,  extremely  disagreeable  to  be  obliged 
to  trouble  vou  with  any  observations  respecting 
my  persoiial  affairs. 

Some  time  after  my  arrival  in  New  York,  in 
September  last,  owing  to  a  mistake  of  ajperson  in 
Philadelphia,  I  was  arrested  for  debt.  The  plain- 
tiff having  removed  from  the  town  on  account  of 
the  fever,  no  explanation  could  take  place,  nor  any 
QommumcatioA  be  made.   Not  expecting  the  suit, 


nor  having  any  money  in  New  York  to  discharge 
it,  and  having  scarcely  any  acquaintance  in  tlutt 
t;ity,  I  found  myself  reduced  to  a  disagreeable  di- 
lemma. In  this  situation  I  applied  for  bail  to  Mr. 
Isaac  Clason,  who  declined  interfering  in  my  be- 
half. I  found  myself,  then,  under  the  necessity  of 
making  application  to  Governor  Jay,  who  very 
kindly  pledged  his  word  to  the  officer  for  my  ap- 

Jearance  on  a  certain  day.  On  that  daf  Governor 
ay  left  town  for  Albany;  I  surrendered  myself  to 
the  officer,  and  the  matter  not  being  yet  accom- 
modated, I  requested  Mr.  Thomas  Stoughton  to 
become  my  bail.  He  replied,  being  Consul  of 
Spain,  it  was  not  consistent  with  his  office  and 
instructions  to  interfere  in  the  justice  of  the  coun- 
try. I  related  to  him  the  manner  in  which  Got- 
ernor  Jay  had  assisted  me,  and  he  at  length  fol- 
lowed his  example.  Some  time  after,  the  Cher- 
alier  D'Yrujo  arrived  at  New  York  from  Boston. 
Owin^  to  the  continuance  of  the  malady  at  Philn- 
delphia,  I  had  not  been  able  to  hear  from  the  plain- 
tifi;  nor  from  any  other  person  of  my  acquaintance. 
My  situation,  it  may  be  well  supposed,  was  bv  no 
means  enviable.  I  described  it  to  tbe  Chevalier. 
He  told  me  it  was  not  convenient  for  him  to  as- 
sist me;  but^  on  representing  my  anxiety  of  fin- 
ishing the  affair,  and  the  necessity  of  my  returning 
to  Philadelphia,  he  promised  to  recommend  it  to 
Mr.  Stoughton.  On  applying  to  Mr.  Stoughton, 
he  lent  me  sufficient  money  to  conclude  the  afDur, 
for  which  I  gave  my  notes.  This  simple  narra- 
tion exposes  all  the  ground  on  which  Mr.  Holden 
can  build  his  assertions  or  conjectures.  Living  in 
the  same  house  with  him,  he,  of  course,  becaine 
acquainted  with  mv  embarrassment,  and  I  took 
no  pains  to  conceal  from  him,  or  any  one  else, 
the  manner  in  which  I  was  extricated.  He  has, 
doubtless,  mistaken  the  Consul  for  the  Minis- 
ter. 

This  relation  will,  I  trust,  be  sufficient  to  explain 
or  correct  the  impressions  which  were  made  on 
the  mind  of  the  deponent.  It  may^owevei,  not 
be  amiss  to  add,  that  the  Chevalier  D'Yrujo  nerer 
gave  me,  offered,  nor  promised  me,  any  money  or 
rewaro.  In  confirming  me  in  my  resolution  of 
declaring  before  the  Committee  the  facts  which  I 
knew,  he  simply  represented  it  as  the  duty  of  a 
citizen  to  declare,  on  all  occasions,  the  truth :  to 
detect  and  frustrate  the  projects  of  those  who  may 
desire  to  sacrifice  our  neutrality,  or  to  substitute 
unnatural  and  impolitic  connexions  in  the  place  of 
those  which  our  reason,  our  interest,  and  our  en- 
gagements, should  induce  us  to  support 

This  plain  and  correct  explanation  of  facts  will, 
I  trust,  enable  every  one  to  appreciate,  properly. 
the  importance  of  Mr.  Holden's  deposition,  and 
will  remove  any  wrong  impression  which  may 
have  been  induced  by  it. 

I  haye  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  sir, 
your  most  obedient  and  humble  servant, 

JOHN  P.  RIPLBY. 

Hon.  Mr.  SiTORBvyss, 
Chairmanofthe  Committee  (^ the 

Ekmee  of  Repreeentatxveeforike 
trial <f  mOumBhuM. 
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Appropriations,  bill  making  partial  appropriations 
for  the  year  seventeen  hundred  and  ninety- 
eight,  received  and  committed 
reported  and  ordered  to  the  third  reading      - 


I  bill  makinfi;  appropriations  for  the  support  of 
Government  for  the  year  seventeen  hun- 
dred and  ninety  eight,  received     - 
committed  -  -  -  -  - 

reported,  and  ordered  to  the  third  reading    - 
a  bill  making  an  appropriation  for  the  reim- 
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Consuls  of  the  United  States  in  certain 
cases       -  -  -  -  - 

passed         -  -  -  -  - 
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for  the  year  seventeen  hundred  and  ninety- 
eight,  received  and  committed 
reported  and  passed 

a  bill  making  certain  appropriations  therein 
mentioned,  received         -  .  - 

passed        -  -  -  -  - 

Armament.    {See  Naval  Armament.) 
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prohibiting  the  exportation  of,  received     - 
committed  -  -  -  -  - 

amended     -  -  -  -  - 

passed         -  -  -  -  - 

Arms  and  military  stores,  a  resolution  respecting 
the  expediency  of  making  provision  for  sup 
plying  deficiencies  in 
Army,  a  rerolution  respecting  the  expediency  ofrais- 
it  g  a  provisional  army    - 
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late  a  Senator  from  the  State  of  Tennessee 
Artillerists  and  Engineers,  a  bill  to  provide  an  ad- 
ditional regiment  of,  received 
committed  -  -  -  -  - 

reported      ----- 
passed        .  -  .  .  . 

a  bill  making  appropriations  to  defray  ex- 
penses incident  to  said  regiment,  received 
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passed         -  -  -  .  - 
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Accounts  between  the  United  States  and  the  indi- 
vidual States,  a  bill  respecting  the  balances 
reported  to  be  due  by  the  individual  States, 
received  and  committed   -  -  - 

reported     -  -  -  -  - 

recommitted  -  -  -  - 

amendments  reported  -  -  - 

bill  ordered  to  the  third  reading 
passed        -  - 

amended  by  the  House        -  - 

committee  of  conference  appointed  on  the 

amendments        -  -  -     2214, 2S1& 

report  of  the  committee        -  -  -  221ft 

Additional  compensation,  a  bill  giving  to  certain 
officers  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
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bill  passed  -  -  - 

the  amendn  ente  agreed  to  with  an  amend- 
ment     -  -  -  -  - 
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(?ee  also.  Seamen.) 
Answer  to  President's  Speech,  reported  - 

his  reply     -  -  -  *  ^ 

Appropriations,  bill  making,  for  carrying  into  ef- 
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States  and  the  several  Indian  tribes,  re- 
ported   -  -  -  -  - 

committed  -  -  -  -  ' 

ordered  to  the  third  reading 

passed        -  -  -  -  - 

a  bill  to  defray  expenses  of  holding  a  trea^  or 
treaties  with  the  Indians,  received 

concurred  in  -  -  -  - 

bill  making  appropriations  for  support  of  Gov- 
ernment for  the  year  seventeen  hundred 
and  ninety- nine,  received 

passed  with  amendmenta     - 

a  bill  making  additional  appropriations  for  the 
year  seventeen  hundred  and  ninety-nine, 
received  .  _  -  - 

passed  with  amendments 
Army,  a  bill  giving  eventual  authority  to  the  Prea  • 
dent  to  augment  the  army,  repoited 

committed  -  -  -  - 

amendmenta  reported  .  .  « 

considered  .... 

bill  ordered  to  the  third  reading 

passed        -  .  -  -  - 

amended  by  the  House         .  -  - 

the  amendments  concurred  in  - 

a  bill  giving  authority  to  the  President  to  fill 
vacancies  in  the  army  and  navy,  paased  - 
Assistant  Postmaster  General,  a  bill  for  establish- 
ing his  salary,  received    -  -  -  2287 

third  reading  of  the  bill  negatived  •        j    -  2230 
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Page. 


PIRST  SESSIOH. 

Blount,  William,  of  Tennessee,  so  much  of  the 
Message  of  the  President  as  relates  to  a  cer- 
tain letter  alleged  to  be  written  by  William 
Blount,  referred  to  a  select  committee        -       34 
report  of  the  committee — Mr.  Blount  ordered 

to  attend  the  Senate  immediately  -       36 

a  further  report  of  the  committee      -  -       37 

is  allowed  advice  and  assistance  of  counsel  •  38 
consideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee  -  38 
a  message  from  the  House  impeaching  him 

for  high  Climes  and  misdemeanors  -       39 

enters  into  bond,  &c. ,  to  answer  the  charges 

alleged  against  him  -  -  -      40 

the  report  further  considered  -  -       41 

motion  to  postpone  further  consideration  to 

next  session  negatived      -  •  -      4 1 

report  of  the  committee,  and  a  resolution  ex- 
pelling Mr.  Blount  from  his  seat  in  the 
Senate  of  the  United  States,  adopted  -  44 
order  for  entering  upon  the  Journal  of  the 
Senate  his  failure  to  appear  ag^reeably  to  his 
recognizance       -  -  -  -      45 

Bradford,  William,  of  Rhode  Island,  elected  Presi- 
dent j»ro  tempore' 

SBCOITD  StSSIOX. 

Balances  due  by  individual  States.     (See  Accounts. ) 
Ball,  Joseph,  and  others,  petition  of,  laid  on  the 

table 617 

committed  -            -             .            -            -  522 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  a  bill  for  the  punish- 
ment of  frauds  on  the,  introduced              -  573 
committed  -----  575 
reported      -            -            -            -            .  578 
ordered  to  a  third  reading    -            -            -  685 
passed        -   *         -            -            -            -  586 
Blount,  William,  of  Tennessee,  a  message  from  the 
House  with  the  articles  in  maintenance  of 
the  impeachment             ...  498 
motion  for  appointing  a  committee  to  report 
on  the  measures  necessary  to  be  adopted  in 
relation  to  said  articles      .            .            -  506 
committee  appointed           -            -            -  5 1 0 
a  partial  report  made  and  recommitted          -  511 
another  report         ...            -  512 
considered              -            -            -             «  513 
adopted      .            -            -            -            -  614 
the  Secretary  directed  to  isime  writ  of  sum- 
mons     -            -            -            -            -  614 
committee  of  conference  appointed  in  relation 

to  the  proceedings  in  the  case      -            -  637 
report  of  the  committee       -            -            -  540 
Brown,  Obadiah,  bill  for  his  relief,  received        -  547 
committed  -            -            -             -            -  548 
reported      -----  551 
passed        -            •                         -            -  552 
Bryan,   Col.  Nathan,  of  South  Carolina,  resolu- 
tion for  attending  his  funeral        -            -  571 

THIRD  8ES8TOK. 

B«il«  a  bill  providing  for  the  security  o(,  in  certain 

cases,  reported    -  -  -  -  2216 

committed  -----  2217 
reported  with  amendments   -  •  2226 

ordered  to  the  third  reading  -  •  -  2228 

•-  -  -  .  2229 


Page. 
Balances  due  by  individual  States — (See  Aecnunts* ) 
Baskerville»  William,  petition  of,  praying  interpo- 
sition of  Congress  in  his  behalf  against  cer- 
tain proceedings  against  him  for  a  violutbn 
of  the  stamp  act,  committed  -  -  2220 

Bayard,  Mr.,  o(  Delaware,  his  argument  on  the 
part  of  the  House  in  the  case  of  William 

Bloimt S249 

Bell,  William,  deposition  of,  in  ihe  case  of  Wil- 
liam Blount        ....  2371 
Blount,  William,  of  Tennessee,  return  of  the  writ 

of  summons        -  -  -  -  2190 

the  Secretary  directed  to  notify  the  House  of 

the  return  of  the  summons  •  -2194 

rules  for  conducting  the  trial  reported  and  a 

Court  of  Impeachment  formed      -  -2196 

further  report  on  the  rules  for  conducting  the 

trial 2197 

commencement  of  the  trial  .  .  -  2245 
plea  of  the  defendant  ...  2247 
replication  and  rejoinder  ...  2248 
arguments  on  the  part  of  the  prosecution  2249,  2294 
on  the  part  of  the  defence  -  -  2262,  2278 
resolution  respecting  his  impeachability  nega- 
tived        2318 

decision  of  the  court,  dismissing  the  impeach- 
ment     -  -  -  -  -  2319 
report  of  the  committee  appointed  to  conduct 

the  impeachment  -  •  -  2319 

depositions  and  other  documents  in  relation  to 
the  case  •  -  -  -2324  to  2416 

Books,  petition  of  the  Baltimore  Library  Company 
praying  exemption  from  the  duties  charge- 
able on  books,  laid  on  the  table  -  -  2208 
Brown,  John,  and  other  merehants,  petition  of, 
praying  to  be  enabled,  at  the  public  ex- 
pense, to  prosecute  their  claims  for  proper- 
ty destroyed  by  the  belligerent  Powers,  re- 
ferred to  the  Secretary  of  State  -  -  2209 
Buxton,  Dr.  Charles,  his  deposition  in  the  case  of 

William  Blouot  -  -  .  .  2379 

C. 

FIRST  SBSSIOK. 

Chaplain  appointed        -  -  -  -      10 

Congress,  conference  asked  by  the  House  on  the  act 
of  the  last  session  for  altering  the  time  of 
meeting  of  -  -  -  -      27 

the  Senate  decline  the  conference     -  -      2& 

a  bill  to  ascertain  the  time  for  the  next  meet- 
ing of,  introduced  -  -  27>  28' 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  -  -  2^ 
passed  -  -  -  -  -  31 
amendment  of  the  House  concurred  in  -  351 
Consuls  and  Vice  Consuls,  a  bill  conceining  then 

reported  and  passed  •  -      3S 

Cutis,  Samuel,  and  other  merchants,  petition  of, 
praying  compensation  for  spoliaticms  com- 
mitted on  their  property  by  foreign  armed 
vessels,  laid  on  the  table  -  -  -       17 

sscoHD  ssssioy. 

Canada  and  Nova  Scotia.     See  {Refug^.) 
Cannon,  arms,  ^.,  a  bill  to  enable  the  President 

to  procure  cannon,  arms,  &«.,  received    -    643 

-    649 
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pained 
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Cannichael,  William,  a  bill  for*  the  relief  of  the 

legal  lepresentatiTeB  of,  received  -  -     478 

reported  .....  484 
passed  .....  485 
a  bill  appropriating  money  for  a  balance  due 

the  heirs  of,  recdved        ...    539 
committed  .....    530 
passed        .....     544 
Census,  a  bill  providing  for  the  enumeration  of 
the   inhabitants  of  the  United  States  re- 
ceived   .....    588 
committed  -  .  .  .  .     591 

reported  and  postponed  to  next  session         -     610 
Chaplain  appointed        -  -  •  -471 

Charleston,  South  Carolina,  memorial  from  sun- 
dry merchants  of,  complaining  of  the  in- 
jurious operation  of  the  revenue  laws,  laid 
on  the  table         ....    480 
Claims,  a  bill  for  limiting  the  time  within  which 
claims  against  the  United  States  for  credits 
on  the  books  of  the  Treasury  may  be  pre- 
sented for  allowance,  received      -  -    520 
roported                   ....     523 
passed  with  amendments     -            -  -    598 
Clark.  Thomas,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  received    -    496 
ordered  to  a  third  reading   -                         -     523 
negatived   .....     524 
Clerk  of  the  House,  office  of,  a  bill  allowing  addi- 
tional compensation  to  the  principal  and 
engrossing  clerks  in,  received       -  .616 
passed  with  amendments     •             -  -     617 
Clerks,  a  bill  to  revive  and  continue  the  act  re- 
specting the  compensation  o^  received      -     527 
committed  .....     528 
amendments  reported          ...    533 
bill  passed  -            -            .            -  -    534 
amendments  disagreed  to  by  the  House  and 

insisted  on  by  the  Senate  -  -    549 

the  Senate  recede    ....     555 
Collectors,  a  bill  to  regulate  and  fix  the  compen- 
sation of  officers  employed  in  collecting 
the  internal  revenue  and  to  insure  the  set- 
tlement of  their  accounts,  received  -     574 
committed  .....    576 
reported     -----     601 
paissed  with  amendments     .            -            -     603 
amendments  concurred  in    -            -        604,  605 
Commerce,  committee  appointed  on  so  much  of 
the  President's  Speech  as  relates  to  meas- 
ures necessary  for  the  protection  and  secu- 
rity of,    -            -            -            -  .475 
a  bill  for  the  more  effectual  protection  of  the 
commeree  and  coasts  of  Uie  United  States 
reported  -----    559 
passed        .             .             -            ^  .     563 
a  bill  in  addition  to  said  act  reported             -    580 
ordered  to  the  third  reading             -            -    581 
passed        -            -            -            -            -    582 
amended  by  the  House        -            .            .    588 
amendments  referred  to  committee  -            -    589 
concurrfd  in           -            -            -            -    590 
a  bill  further  to  protect  the  commerce  of  the 

United  States,  received    -  -  -     597 

reported      .  .  -  -  .    600 

passed        -  •  -  -  -     601 

Commissioners  of  the  Sinlqng  Fund,  report  of 

the         -  .      .      -  .  -    476 


IV- 


Congress,  committee  appointed  on  the  subject  of 
amending  the  law  of  1794,  respecting  the 
convening  of  Congress  in  case  of  contagi- 
ous sickness        .... 

report  laid  on  the  table        ... 

motion  for  appointing  a  committee  to  report 
on  the  propriety  of  altering  the  time  for  the 
next  annual  meeting  o^  agreed  to  and  a 
committee  appointed        ... 

committee  of  conference  appointed    - 

their  report  .... 

a  bill  to  alter  the  time  for  the  next  annual 
meeting  of,  introduced  and  committed 

reported  and  passed  ... 

rejected  by  the  House         ... 

another  bUl  introduced         ... 

third  reading  negatived 

Connecticut,  petition  from  the  loan  officer  of  this 

State,  praying  payment  of  his  accounts  for 

extra  clerk  hire,  referred  to  the  Secretary 

of  the  Treasury.     (See  Imlai/  WUliamt.) 

motion  for  appointing  a  committee  to  con- 
sider the  subject  of  accepting  a  cession  of 
territory  from  this  State,  laid  over 

committed  -       ,     - 

report  of  the  committee  laid  on  the  table 

postponed  to  the  next  session 
Constitution,  motion  for  proposing  certain  artidee 
of  amendmer.t     .  .  .  - 

consideration  of  the  motion  postponed 

motion  for  proposing  an  amendment  in  rela- 
tion to  qualifications  for  the  oflkes  of  Presi- 
dent and  Vice  President,  laid  over 
Consuls,  a  bill  making  an  appropriation  for  there- 
payment  of  moneys  sulvanced  by  the  con- 
suls of  the  United  States  in  certain  cases, 
received  -  -  -    . 

passed        -  .  -  -  - 

Contested  elections,  a  bill  to  prescribe  the  mode  of 
taking  evidence  in  cases  of,  and  to  coq^ 
attendance  of  witnesses,  received  - 

committed  -  -  -  -  - 

passed  with  amendments 

Crimes  against  the  United  States,  a  motion  for  leave 

to  bring  in  a  bill  to  define  the  crime  of 

treason,  and  to  define  and  punish  the  crime 

of  sedition  .  .  -  - 

bill  reported  -  -  *  .' 

committed  .  -  .  - 

reported      -  -  -  -  - 

passed        -  -  -  -  - 

amended  by  the  House        .  -  - 

amendment  concurred  in      - 
Crowell,  Sylvanus,  bill  for  his  relief,  received     - 

reported      -  -  .  -  - 
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THIBD  SKSSION. 

Carey,  James,  examination  of,  in  the  case  of  Wfl- 

liam  Blount        -  -  -  -  2381 

his  depositions        -  -  -     2384,2388 

Census,  a  bill  providing  for  the  enumeration  of  the 

inhabitants  of  the  United  States,  received    2198 
reported  with  amendments  -  -  -  2301 

pMsed         -  -  -  -  -  *3W 

amendments  disagreed  to  by  the  House  and 

adhered  to  by  the  Senate  -  .  -  2204 

House  adhere  to  the  disagreement    -  -  ^ 
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Chaplaini,  resolution  for  appointing  two,  of  difl&r- 

ent  denominaiions  -  -  -  2191 

appointed  ....  -  2191 

Clark,  Elijah,  his  deposition  in  Blount's  case      -  2413 
CMu,  a  bill  to  regulate  and  fix  the  compensation 

ot  received  ....  2226 

reported  and  ordered  to  the  third  reading      -  2283 
passed         -----  2236 
Collectors,  a  bill  to  establish  the  compensation  of 
officers  employed  in  collecting  the  datiee  on 
imports  and  tonnage,  received      -  -  2221 

reported     -----  2227 
paiBsed  with  ameodments     -  -  .  2232 

Commerce,  committee  instructed  to  inquire  what 
amendments  are  necessary  to  the  act  in  ad  - 
dition  to  the  act  for  the  more  effectual  pro- 
tection of  -  -  -  -  2219 
bill  reported            -            .            -  -  2226 

pa'sed 2231 

(See  French  citizens. ) 
Congress,  a  bill  to  alter  the  time  for  the  next  meet- 
ing o^  reported   -  -  -  .  2241 
passed         .             -             .             .  -  2242 
Connecticut,  a  bill  to  authorize  the  acceptance  of  a 
cession  from  this  State  of  the  territory  call- 
ed the  Western  Reserve   -            -  .  2199 
rq>orted      -----  2203 
recommitted            ....  2219 
reported      -            -             .             .  -  2221 
amendments  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  ordered  to 

the  third  reading  -            -            -            -  2227 
passed         .            .            -            -            -  2230 
Constitution,  resolution  directing  the  Secretary  to 
have  a  number  of  copies,  together  with  the 
amendments,  bound  for  the  use  of  the  Se- 
nate       .            -            .            .            .  2202 
agreed  to     •            -            -            -            -  2203 
Court  of  Impeachment  formed     -            -            .  2196 
resolution  for  dispensing  with  the  ayes  and 
noes  on  questions  of  adjournment,  or  of 
granting  further  time  to  the  parties            -  2199 
proceedings  of  the  court       -            -  2246  to  23 1 9 
{See  Blount,  William,) 
Crimes  against  the  United  States,  a  bill  for  the 
punishment    of    certain,    therein    speci- 
fied         2203 

ordered  to  the  third  reading  -  -  .  2206 

passed         .  .  -  -  .  2206 

D. 

FimsT  sss^ioir. 

Dallas,  A.  J.,  one  of  the  counsel  for  Wro.  Blount  38 
Dayton,  Jonathan,  of  New  Jersey,  elected  Speaker 

of  the  House       -            -             .            .  9 
Duties,  a  bill  laying  duties  on  licenses  for  the  sale 
of  wines  and  foreign  distilled  spirits,  re- 
ceived     -            -            -            -            -  29 
committed  -            -            -            -            -  30 
amendments  reported           -            -            -32 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  -            -            -  35 
passed        -            -            -            -            -  36 
a  bill  laying  duties  on  stamped  vellum,  parch- 
ment, Ac,  received        -            -            -  33 
passed        -            -            -                         -  36 
a  bill  laying  additional  duties  on  salt  im- 
ported, received  and  passed  37 


Page. 


SSCOHD    8X88ION. 


Debtors,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  persons  imprisoned 

for  debts  due  the  United  States,  received   -    666 
committed  -  -  -  -  -    667 

reported      -----    669 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  -  -  -    670 

passed         -----    671 
a  bill  supplementary  to  the  above,  received    -    666 
passed         -----    571 
De  Ghrasse,  Count,  a  bill  authorizing  the  payment 
of  certain  sums  of  money  to  the  daughters 
of  the  late,  received         .  -  .    488 

passed        -----    486 
Direct  tax.     (See  Taxes,) 
Doorkeeper  and  his  assistant,  a  bill  for  allowing  ad- 
ditional compensation  to,  reported  -    481 
passed        -            -            -            -         482,  616 
a  resolution  investing  the  Doorkeeper  with  the 
authority  of  Sergeant-at-arms       -            -    497 
Duties,  a  bill  to  postpone,  for  a  limited  time,  the 
commencement  of  the  duties  on  stamped 
vellum,  parchment,  &c,  received             -    477 
passed         -----    478 
a  bill  to  amend  the  several  acts  laying  du- 
ties on  spirits  distilled  in  the  United  States 
and  on  stills,  received       -            -             •     488 
reported      .....     490 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  -            -            -    491 
passed  with  amendment       ...  -499 
amendment  disagreed  to  by  the  House,  ahd 

adhered  to  by  the  Senate  -            -            .    498 
a  bill  to  repeal  the  act  laying  duties  on  stamp- 
ed vellum,  &c.,  received  •            -            -    612 
rejected       -----     513 
a  bill  to  amend  said  act,  received      -            -    618 
reported      -            -            .            -            .    52I 
passed  with  amendment       ...    528 
a  bill  further  to  amend  said  act  rec^ved        -    618 
committed  -                         ...    616 
further  consideration  postponed  to  next  session    6 16 
a  bill  to  continue,  for  a  limited  time,  part  of 
the  act  making  further  provision  for  collect- 
ing the  duties  on  foreign  and  domestic  dis- 
tilled spirits  and  on  stills,  wines,  and  teas, 
received  -----    627 
committed  -            -            .            .            .    628 
reported      -            -            .            .            .    580 
passed        -            -            .            .            .    533 
a  bill  to  suspend,  for  a  further  time,  the  du- 
ties on  the  manufiMsture  of  snuff  in  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  on  drawbacks  on  the  export- 
ation thereof,  received      .            -            -    608 
passed 612 

THIEn    SBSSIOlf. 

Dallas,  A.  J.,  of  Pennsylrania,  his  argument  in 

the  case  of  William  Blount  -  -  2262 

Davy,  William,  his  deposition  in  the  case  of  Wil- 
liam Blount        .  .  -  .  2866 
Distillers,  a  bill  respecting,  received        -            -  2237 
committed  -----  2288 

P««wd 2240 

Docks,  a  bill  authorizing  the  establishment  of;  re- 

"»v«d 2818 

"Port«i 2222 

ordered  to  the  third  reading  -  -  2223 

passed         -  -  .         ^  -  2226 
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Doorkeeper,  Assistant,  appointed  •  -  2190 

Duties,  a  bill  to  alter  the  stamp  duties  on  foreign 
bills  of  exchange  and  bills  of  lading,  imposed 
by  the  act  laying  duties  on  stamped  vellum, 
Ac,  received       -  -  -  -  2211 

committed  -  -  -  -  -  2212 

reported      -----  2228 

passed 2229 

a  bill  to  regulate  the  collection  of  the  duties 

on  imports  and  tonnage,  received  -  2216 

committed-  -  -  •  -  2217 

reported      -----  2218 

recommitted  -  -  -  2219 

reported  with  amendments  -  -  -  2220 

passed         .....  2221 

D'Yrujo,  Chevalier,  a  letter  from,  to  the  chairman 

of  the  committee  on  the  impeachment  of 

WiUiam  Blount  -  -  -  -  2414 

E. 

FIRST  SEflSIOK. 

Embargoes,  bill  authorizing  the  President  to  lay, 

regulate,  and  revoke  embargoes,  introduced  527 

ordered  to  the  third  reading              -            -  28 

rejected      -            -            -            -            -  30 

Eiiurolled  bills,  a  joint  committee  on,  appointed     -  20 

SSCOKO  SESSION. 

Efdgar,  John,  and  others,  petition  of,  praying  per- 
mission to  lay  out  certain  donation  lands 
on  the  waters  of  Kaskaskia  creek,  present- 
ed and  committed  -  •  •     604 
reported  on              -            •            -            -    516 
report  agreed  to      -                          -  >    517 

Embai^go,  resolution  relative  to  the  expediency  of 
laying  an  embargo  on  all  vessels  of  the  U. 
States,  other  than  those  employed  in  the 
coasting  trade  and  fisheries,  negatived      -    531 

Enrolled  bills,  a  joint  committee  on,  appointed     -    478 

Executive  Department,  motion  for  instituting  a 
separate  Executive  Department  for  the 
superintendence  of  the  naval  aflairs  of  the 
United  States.     (See  Navif  Department.) 

Executive  session  called  ...    620 

THIRD  S&SSION. 

Eaton,  Captain,  his  deposition  in  the  case  of  Wil- 
liam Blount        ....  2402 
Executive  salaries,  a  bill  for  augmenting  the  sala- 
ries of  certain  executive  officers,  reported  -  2226 
amendments  reported  ...  2228 

bill  ordered  to  the  third  reading        -  .  2229 


SKCOVD  SESSIOir. 

Folwell,  Richard,  resolution  for  subscribing  for  a 
number  of  copies  of  his  edition  of  the  Jour- 
nals of  Congress              -            -            .  613 
Foreign  coins,  a  bill  for  suspending  for  a  limited 
time  the  second  section  of  the  act  for  regu- 
lating foreign  coins,  received        •             -  479 
reported  with  amendments  -            •            -  48 1 
recommitted            .            -            .            .  484 
reported      -            -            -            -            .  485 
report  agreed  to      -            -            -            -  486 
biU  ord^ed  to  the  third  reading        -            -  488 
passed  with  amendments      ...  489 


Page. 
Foreign  Inteicourse,  a  bill  providing  the  means  of 

intercourse  with  foreign  nations,  received  •  516 

committed               •            -            -            -  517 

reported      -----  519 

ordered  to  the  third  reading              -            •  520 

passed         -             •             -             -             -  581 
Foundries,  a  bill  reported  to  enable  the  President 

to  purchase  or  lease  one  or  more  foundries  525 

ordered  to  the  third  reading                            -  58$ 

amended  and  passed              ...  628 
France,  a  bill  to  suspend  commercial  intercourse 
with  France  and  the  dependencies  thereof, 

received  -----  570 

committed  -----  571 

reported      -            ...             -  578 

amended  and  passed            ...  573 

amendment  concurred  in      -            -             -  576 
a  resolution  authorizing  the  printing  and  dis- 
tribution of  a  certain  number  of  copies  of 
the  instructions  to,  and  despatches  from, 

the  American  Envoys  at  Paris      -            -  583 

concurred  in            •            •            -            -  584 
a  bill  declaring  the  treaties  between  France 

and  the  United  States  void            -            -  586 

considered  -            -            .            .             -  587 

passed         .            -             -            -             .  588 

amendments  of  the  House  concurred  in         -  60S 
a  bill  to  amend  the  act  to  suspend  commercial 

intercourse  with,  introduced          -            -  615 

reported      -----  616 

passed         -            ...             -  617 
committee  of  conference  appointed  on  the 

amendment  of  the  House              -            -  618 

report  of  the  committee        -            -            -  619 

Frank,  John,  a  bill  for  his  relief,  received            -  485 

conunitted  .....  486 

reported  and  passed              ...  497 
Franking  privilege,  a  bill  granting  the  franking 
privilege  to  the  Attorney  General  and  to  the 
officer    commanding    the    United   States 

troops,  received   -            •            -             -  506 

committed  -            .            .            .            .  507 

reported     -             -             -            -             -  611 

rejected       -            -            .            .             .  5|f 
a  bill  granting  the  franking  privilege  to  the 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  i»  troJuced             -  683 
passed         -             -             .            .             -684 
Frauds.     (See  Bank  of  the  United  States.) 
French  armed  ships,  a  bill  for  encouraging  the 

capture  oi,  reported          -            -             -  604 

ordered  to  the  third  reading  ...  605 

passed         -                          -            -             -  606 

non-concurred  in  by  the  House        -            -  618 
French  passengers,  a  bill  to  regulate  the  landing  of 
French  passengers  and  other  persons  arriv- 
ing in  the  United  States  fit>m  foreign  coun  • 

tries,  reported     ....  593 

passed        -            .            .            .            .  594 

THIRD  SKSSIO^f. 

France,  a  bill  further  to  suspend  commercial  inter- 
course with  France  and  her  dependencies, 
received  and  committed  ....  8807 
amendments  reported  ...  2810 

motions  for  expunging  the  4th  and  5th  sec- 
tions negatived    -  -  -  '-8218 
bill  ordered  to  the  third  reading        -           ,-  8213 
passed        -            -            -^      .        j '.  8814 
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Franklin,  John,  his  deposition  in  the  case  of  Wil- 
liam Blount        -  -  -  -  3380 

French  citizens,  a  bill  concerning  French  citizens 

captured  and  brought  into  the  U.  States     -  2226 
passed        .....  2231 


FIRST  SESSION. 

Great  Britain,  a  bill  for  the  appointment  of  agents 

in  relation  to  the  6th  article  of  the  Treaty 

with,  received  and  committed       -  -  28 

reported  with  amendments  -  -  -  26 

ordered  to  the  third  reading  -  •  27 

passed        -  -  -  -  -  29 

SBCOKD  SESSIOir. 

Cblleys,  a  bill  authorizing  the  President  to  purchase 
a  number  of  small  vessels  to  be  equipped  as 
galleys,  reported  -  -  -  -     548 

ordered  to  the  third  reading  -  •    649 

passed        -----     560 
Creorgia,  a  remonstrance  from  the  Legislature  of,  in 
relation  to  the  act  regulating  trade  with  the 
Indian  tribes  and  certain  Indian  treaties, 
laid  over  -  .  -  -    475 

committed  -  -  .  -    490 

reported  on  -  .  -  -  1682 

Ck>vemment  officers,  motion  for  appointing  a  com- 
mittee to  consider  what  addition  ought  to 
be  made  to  the  compensation  of  officers  re- 
sident at  the  seat  of  Government  -  -     678 
(See  also,  Clerkt  and  Executive  salaries.) 
Graase,  Count  de.     (See  De  Grasse.) 

THiBn  ssssioir. 

Garranger,  licwis  and  Charles,  petition  of^  re- 
specting military  establishments,  fire-arms, 
&c.,  Ifud  on  the  table     -  -  - 

postponed  to  the  next  session 
Gazzam,  Taylor,  and  Jones,  of  Philadelphia,  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of,  received  -  -  - 

committed  -  -  -  -  - 

reported     -  -  -  -  - 

recommitted  .... 

reported,  with  amendments  -  -  - 

passed        -  -  -         .   - 

Grant,  James,  examination  of,  in  the  case  of  Wil- 
liam Blount        -  -  -  - 

H. 

SECOKD  SESSION. 

Health  officer  and  harbor  master,  bill  giving  as- 
sent of  Congress  to  an  act  of  the  State  of 
North  Carolina,  in  relation  to  the  appoint- 
ment of  those  officers  for  the  port  of  Wil- 
mington .  -  -  - 
Hobart,  John  Sloss,  of  New  York,  resignation  of 
Hutchins,  Thomas,  petition  of,  praying  compen- 
sation for  the  sufferings  and  services  of  his 
late  father,  the  Geographer-General,  laid 
over       ----- 

TBIBD  SESSION. 

Harper,  Mr.,  of  South  Carolina,  his  argument  in 
the  case  of  the  impeachment  of  William 
Blount  ......  2294 


2224 
2243 

2208 
2209 
2213 
2219 
2220 
2223 

2395 


477 
541 


490 


Pago. 
Haskill,  Jonathan,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  received  -  2208 
committed-  -  -  .  -  2209 

reported     -  -  -  -  -  2217 

ordered  to  third  reading       .  .  -  2220 

passed        -----  2222 
Health  Laws,  committee  appointed  on  that  por- 
tion of  the  President's  Speech  respecting 
tlie  expediency  of  establishing  regulations 
in  aid  of  the  health  laws  of  the  several 
States.    -----  2196 
(See  Quarantine.) 
Holden,  Abel,  jr.,  his  deposition  in  the  case  of 

William  Blount  -.  -  -  -  2412 

Hopkins,  Elias  B.,  his  deposition  in  the  case  of 

William  Blount  -  -  -  -2317 

Hunter,  John,  resignation  of      -  -  -  2199 

I. 

PIBST  SESSION. 

Impeachment.     (See  Blount,  William,) 
Ingersoll,  Jared,  of  Pennsylvania,  oneof  the  coun- 
sel for  William  Blount  -  -  -      38 

SECOND    SESSION. 

Tmlay,  William,  bill  for  the  relief  o^  reported      -    479 
passed        -----    479 
Impeachment,  a  bill  for  regulating  proceedings  in 

cases  of,  reported  •  -  -    491 

considered  -----     508 
third  reading  of  the  bill  negatived    -  -    509 

a  committee  appointed  to  report  a  mode  of 

proceeding  in  cases  of     -  -  -    494 

report  of  the  committee        -  -  -    496 

recommitted,  again  reported,  and  adopted    -    496 
report  on  the  mode  of  administering  oaths  in 

cases  of  -  -  -  -  -    603 

discharge  of  the  committee  -  -  -    606 

formof  the  writ  of  summons  -  -    513 

Imprisonment  for  debts  due  the  United  States. 

Q^ee  Debtors.) 
Instructions  and  despatches,  resolution  for  print- 
ing certain.     (See  France.) 
Indians,  a  bill  appropriating  a  sum  of  money  to 
defray  expenses  of  holding  a  treaty  with 
certain,  received  and  conmiitted   -  -    496 

reported     -  -  -  -  .  -    504 

paissed  with  amendments    ...    507 
concurred  in  -        -  -  -  -    610 

TBI&D    SESSION. 

Impeachment,  court  oi,  formed  -  -  -  2196 

(See  Blount,  William.) 

Imports  and  tonnage.     (See  Duties.) 

Indians,  a  committee  appointed  on  the  act  to  reg- 
ulate trade  and  intercourse  with  the  Indian 
tribes  -----  2209 
a  bill  to  regulate  trade  and  intercourse  with 
the  Indian  tribes,  and  to  preserve  peace  on 
the  frontiers,  reported      -  -  -  2235 

passed        -----  2237 

Ingersoll,  Jared,  of  Pennsylvania,  his  argument  in 

the  case  of  William  Blount  -  -  2278 


SECOND  SESSION. 

Journals  of  Congress,  a  memorial  praying  that 
measures  may  be  taken  to  encourage  the 
publication  of  the,  presented        -  -    684 

committed  -----    607 
report  thereon        -  -  -  -    611 
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Journals  of  Congress- 
resolution  directing  a  subscription   for  four 
hundred  copies  of  the  Journals  proposed  to 
be  published  by  Richard  Folwell  -  -     613 

Judiciary,  motion  for  appointing  a  committee  to 

revise  the  judiciary  system,  postponed  478,  479 

committed  .  -  -  -    480 

the  committee  instructed  to  report  by  bill      -    518 

a  bill  reported    *     -  -  -  -     625 

a  bill  supplementary  to  the  act  to  establish 

the  judicial  courts,  reported  -  527,  532 

further  consideration  postponed  to  the  next 

session  -  -  "  .  ".  .  ?*^>  ^® 
motion  for  arranging  the  several  judicial  dis- 
tricts of  the  United  States  into  four  cir- 
cuits -----  549 
committed  -----  663 
report  thereon  -  -  -  -  556 
a  bill  to  alter  and  extend  the  provisions  of  the 

act  to  establish  the  judicial  courts,  reported  666 

ordered  to  the  third  reading  -  -  668 

recommitted  .  -  -  -  559 

reported  with  amendments  -  -  -  56 1 

report  agreed  to      -  -  -  -  663 

bUl  passed 564 

a  bill  providing  compensation  for  marshals, 

jurore,  witnesses,  &c.,  received   -       ^    -  562 

committed-  .  .  -  -  563 

reported      -  -  -  -  -  578 

postponed  to  the  next  session  -  -  585 

a  bill  in  addition  to  the  act  to  establish  the 

judicial  courts  received    -  -  -  608 

passed        -  -  -  -  -  611 

THIRD  SSSSTOV. 

Journals  of  Congress,  resolution  authorizing  a  sub- 

Bcription  for  four  hundred  copies  of  the      -  2289 
amen^  and  passed  -  -  2240 

Judiciary,  a  bill  supplementary  to  the  act  to  estab- 
lish the  judicial  courts  of  the  United  States, 

reported 2204 

committed-  .  -  -  -  2206 

postponed  to  the  next  session  -  -  2242 

a  bill  providing  for  the  security  of  bail  in  cer- 
tain cases,  reported  .  -  -  2216 
amendments  reported           .            -  -  2225 
passed        -             -            -            -            *  2^?^ 
a  bill  providing  compensation  for  marshals, 

jurors,  Ac.,  received        -  -  -  2228 

amendments  reported  -  -  -  2226 

ordered  to  the  third  reading  -  -  2230 

K. 

SSCOKD    SSSSIOX. 

Kentucky,  message  announcing  the  ratification,  by 
this  State,  of  the  amendment  to  the  Con- 
stitution respecting  the  suabilKy  of  States  483 
Kentucky,  Tennessee,  and  Maine,  a  committee 
appointed  to  report  on  the  expediency  of  al- 
tering the  time  for  holding  United  States 
courts  in  these  districts    -  -  -    644 

Koeciusko,  General,  a  bill  providing  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  interest  on  a  certificate  due 
him,  received  and  committed        -  •    483 

rep<Mrted,  and  ordered  to  the  third  readmg    -    484 
amended  and  passed  -  -  -    485 

amendment  disagreed  to  by  the  House  -    486 


Kosciusko,  General— continued.  Page, 

the  Senate  insist    -            -            -  -    487 

conference  appointed — Senate  adhere  -    488 

the  House  recede    -            -            -  -    488 


PIBST  SRSSIOK. 

Land  Titles,  a  bill  reported  for  confirming  titles  to 

certain  lands      -  -  -  -     81 

postponed  to  next  session    -  -  -     45 

Lewis,  Thomas,  a  bill  for  die  relief  of,  received  -     88 

rejected      -  -  -  -  -     44 

Light  Dragoons,  a  bill  for  raising  an  additional 

corps  of,  negatived  -  -  -     88 

Loan,  a  bill  authoiizing  a  loan,  received  -  -     86 

committed  -  -  -  -  -     87 

passed        -  -  -  -  .     88 

sscovo  sxssioir. 
Lands,  petition  of  Stephen  Monot  and  others,  in- 
habitants of  Galliopolis,  praying  for  a  grant 
of  certain  lands,  presented  and  laid  on  the 

table 485 

committed  -  -  -  -  -    496 

reported  and  a  bill  ordered   -  -  -    611 

a'bill  authorizmg  the  grant  reported  -   517 

passed         -  -  -  -  -    6U 

a  bill  to  authorize  the  sale  of  certain  lands 
between  the  Great  and  Little  Miami  riverB 
postponed  -  -  -  -    495 

recommitted,  reported,  and  again  postponed     498 
passed         -  -  -  -  -    604 

committee  appointed  to  report  what  alterations 
are  necessary  in  the  act  for  the  sale  of  landi 
in  the  Territory  Northwest  of  the  Ohio    -    548 
a  bill  to  amend  the  said  act  reported  •    648 

committed  -  -  -  -  -    564 

reported  with  amendment    -  -  -    668 

ordered  to  the  third  reading  -  -    677 

passed         -  -  -  -  -    600 

resolution  requesting  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  report  the  progress  made  by 
the  Surveyor  General  in  laying  off  the 
lands  directed  to  be  surveyed  by  the  acts 
of  the  18th  May  and  1st  June,  1796  -  54S 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on 
the  state  of  the  Western  lands,  received 
and  committed     -  -  -  -    664 

Lands  and  dwelling-houses,  a  MU  to  provide  for 
the  valuation  of,  and  for  the  enumeration 
of  slaves  in  the  United  States,  received    •    679 
committed  -  -  -  -  -    580 

reported      -  -  -  -  .    685 

recommitted  -  -  -  -    587 

reported      -  -  •  -  .    688 

considered  •  -  -  -  -    694 

ordered  to  the  third  reading  -  -    ^^^ 

further  considered   -  -  -  -    596 

passed  with  amendments     -  -  -    697 

the  amendments  concurred  in  -  -    ^^^ 

Lapsley,  Margaret,  petition  of,  praying  renewal 

of  lost  certificate,  presented  and  committed    688 
reported  on  -  -  -  -    684 

Lapsley,  Samuel,  a  bill  for  relief  of  the  legal  rep- 
resentatives oi,  reported   -  -  -    685 
ordered  to  the  third  reading             r           -    617 

passed W9 

Laws,  committee  appointed  to  r^iort  on  such  is 

will  expire  b^ore  the  next  session   -       -   *" 
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Lewis,  Thomas,  a  bill  for  the  reUef  of,  received   -    660 
committed  -  -  -  •  >    561 

reported,  and  third  reading  negatived  -     605 

Lieotenant  General.  (See  Washington,  Gen.) 
Light-houses,  &c.,  a  bill  authorizing  the  erection 
of  a  light-house,  and  placing  buoys  at  cer- 
tain places  therein  mentiooed,  received     -    513 
reported      -----    515 
paissed  with  amendments      -  -     517 

motion  for  appointing  a  committee  to  report 
on  the  expediency  of  erecting  a  light- 
house at  Old  Point  Comfort,  (Va.)  erect- 
ing a  beacon  at  Tybee  island,  (Ga.)  and 
filing  buoys  at  the  mouth  of  the  Savan- 
nah       -  -  -  -    517 
resolution  requesting  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  report  on  the  necessity  of  these 
measures  and  the  expense  attending  them     -  519 
a  bill  for  ereetiog  light  houses,  and  placing 
buoys  and  stakes  at  places  therein  named, 
received               ....     543 
reported      .....    544 
passed         .....    546 
another  bill,  for  the  same  purpose,  received 

and  committed    ....    600 
reported      -  ...  -     605 

passed        -  -  -  .  .     612 

Loan,  a  bill  to  enable  the  President  to  borrow 

money  for  the  public  service,  received       -     590 
committed  -  .  .  .  .    591 

reported      .....     602 
oidered  to  third  reading        .  .  -    604 

passed  with  amendments     ...     606 
conference  appointed  on  one  of  the  amend- 
ments    -  ...  -     607 
the  Senate  recede    -             -            .             -     6 1 1 
the  House  recede  from  their  disagreement     -     614 
a  bill  to  authorize  the  President  to  obtain  a 
loan  on  the  credit  of  the  direct  tax,   re- 
ceived    -            -                          -  -    613 
committed  -            .            .            .            .     614 
reported      .-...-     616 
passed        -            ...            -    617 
Loan  Office  Certificates,  &c.,  a  bill  respecting 

them  received      -  -  -  .  ^   560 

committed  -  -  .  -     561 

ordered  to  the  third  reading   •  -  -    571 

passed         -  •  .  .  .     572 

THIBD   SESSIOir. 

Lands,  committee  appointed  to  report  what  amend- 
ments are  necessary  in  the  act  providing 
for  the  sale  of  lands  in  the  Territory  North- 
west of  the  Ohio  .  .'  .  2201 
a  bill  to  amend  said  act  reported      -  -  2212 
ordered  to  the  third  reading             -            -  2216 
passed        .....  2217 
a  bill  to  amend  the  act  regulating  grants  of 
lands  for  military  services,  and  for  the  So- 
ciety of  United  Brethren,   received  and 
committed          ....  2234 
amendments  reported  -        -            •            •  2236 
bill  passed  -         -             .            .             .  2238 
a  bill  authorizing  the  sale  of  certain  lands  b^ 
tween  the  Great  and  Little  Miami  rivers, 
and  giving  a  pre-emption  to  certain  pur- 
chasers, received  and  committed  -            -  2235 
reported  and  passed 


Page. 
Lands  and  dwelling-houses,  a  bill  to  amend  the 

act  providing  for  the  valuation  of,  received  2214 
committed  -  -  -  -  2215 

amendments  reported  -  .  .  2228 

agreed  to    -  -  *  -  -  2226 

bill  ordered  to  the  third  reading  and  passed  -  2227 
Laurance,  John,  of  New  York,  elected  President 

pro  tempore        ...  -2189 

Laws  of  the  United  States,  a  bill  in  addition  to 
the  act  for  the  more  general  promulgation 
of,  passed  ....  2239 

Lesher,  George,  deposition  of,  in  the  case  of  Wil- 
liam Blount  -  -  -  2370 
Lewis,  Thomas,  petition  of,  presented  and  com- 
mitted    ....  -  2199 
bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported            -  -  2205 
passed        .....  2208 
Light-houses,  dec,  a  bill  for  erecting  a  beacon  on 

Boon  Island  received  and  committed        -  2230 
reported     .....  2238 
passed         .....  2233 
Lovely,  W.  L.,  deposition  o^  in  the  case  of  Wil- 

liam  Blount        ....  2388 

M. 

FIRST  SKSBIOir. 

Message,  the  President's,  on  the  subject  of  tbe 
delay  in  running  the  Florida  boundary 
Ime         -  -  -  -  -      21 

transmitting  duplicates  of  certain  documents      25 

on  the  subject  of  building  two  ships  for  the 
Dey  of  Algiers,  and  in  relation  to  the  pow- 
ers and  salary  of  tbe  consul  at  that  place    -      26 

on  the  subject  of  foreign  intelligence   •  -      38 

Mileage,  bill  allowing  full  mileage  to  the  members 

of  both  Houses,  reported  -  -  -       32 

passed        -  -  -  -  -      32 

Military  Establishment,  a  bill  for  the  augmenta- 
tion of  the  reg^ar  artillery  and  cavalry,  and 
making  arrangements  for  a  provisional  ar- 
my, reported       -  -  -  17,  18 

a  bill  for  raising  an  additional  corps  of  li^t- 
dragoons,  negatived  -  -  -      22 

Militia,  a  bill  authorizing  a  detachment  from  the, 

received  -  -  -  -      23 

reported      -  -  -  -  -      24 

passed        -  -  -  -  -      25 

SKCOHD  8XSSI02V. 

Maine.     (See  Kentuch/.) 

Marine  corps,  a  bill  for  establishing  it  received      -    570 
committed  ...  -  -    571 

r^Mrted      .  -  -  -  -    597 

ordered  to  the  third  reading  -  -    600 

passed        -  -  -  -  -    601 

Marshals,  jurors,  6lc.     (See  Judiciary.) 
Maryland,  a  bill  to  continue  the  act  giving  assent 
of  Congress  to  an  act  of  this  State  resped- 
ing  the  appointment  of  a  health  officer,  re- 
ceived   -  -  -  -  -    618 
ordered  to  the  third  reading              •  -    526 
passed        -            -            .            -  .    527 
Maasachusetts,  a  bill  giving  assent  of  CongreM  to 

an  act  of  this  State,  received        -  -    520 

reported     -  -  -  .  .    522 

-    625 
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Merchant  veinels,  a  bill  to  authorize  the  defence  of, 

against  French  depredations,  received        -     579 

committed  -  -  -  .  -  -    580 

reportel      ....  -     582 

ordered  to  the  third  reading  -    583 

passed         .....    584 

amendments  concurred        ...    587 
Message,  the  President^  communicating  a  letter 
from  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  on 
the  subject  of  altering  the  time  for  holding 
the  Circuit  Court  for  Delaware    -  -     478 

transmitting  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
on  the  subject  of  the  ratification  of  the 
amendment  to  the  Constitution  respecting 
the  suability  of  States       -  -  -    481 

transmitting  a  representation  from  the  Secre 
taiy  of  War  of  the  state  of  affairs  in  his  de- 
partment ....    4g2 

transmitting  a  report  from  t*e  Secretary  of 
State  and  a  copy  of  the  act  of  Kentucky 
ratifying  the  amendment  to  the  Constitu- 
tion       .....    483 

announcing  the  appointment  ot  Commission- 
ers to  treat  with  the  Cherokee  Indians  and 
recommending  an  appropriation  to  defray 
expenses  of  the  treaty      ...    489 

transmitting  a  representation  from  the  Judge 
of  the  Pennsylvania  district,  and  a  re 
port  of  the  Attorney  General  in  relation  to 
the  act  for  relief  of  persons  imprisoned  for 
debt        -  -  -  .  -     491 

transmitting  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of 
State  furnishing  additional  information  on 
the  state  of  affairs  in  the  territories  on  the 
Missisaippi,  with  the  Indians,  and  with  the 
Spanish  Government      -  -  -    492 

transmittbg  copies  of  two  acts  of  the  British 
Parliament  ....    495 

transmitting  sundiy  papers  in  relation  to  out- 
rages committed  in  the  harbor  of  Charleston 
by  a  French  privateer      ...    497 

transmitting  an  account  of  expenditures  from 
the  contingent  fund  ...     504 

transmitting  an  account  of  expenditures  un- 
der the  act  making  appropriations  for 
prosecuting  claims  of  American  citizens 
for  property  captured  by  the  belligerent 
Powers  -----     510 

transmitting  a  memorial  from  the  Commis- 
sioners of  the  city  of  Washington  -    511 

transmitting  despatches  from  the  American 
Envoys  at  Paris  -  616,  535,  655,  57 1 ,  68 1 

on  the  subject  of  despatches  from  the  A  meri- 
can  Envoys,  and  recommending  measures 
for  the  defence  of  the  country  and  the  pro- 
tection of  commercial  interests      -  -    623 

transmitting  a  letter  from  Mr.  Gerry  and  in- 
structions to  him  ...    585 

transmitting  a  letter  and  certain  documents 
from  the  Governor  of  Pennsylvania  -    592 

requesting  a  postponement  of  the  adjourn- 
meut      -  -  -  .  -    611 

transmitting  a  letter  from  General  Wash- 
ington acceptmg  the  appointment  of  Lieu- 
tenant General  and  Commander  in-Chief  •>    621 

making  sundry  nominations  for  military  ap- 
pointments -  .  -         628,  624 
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Militia,  a  bill  directing  the  payment  of  a  detach- 
ment of  militia  for  services  in  the  expedition 
of  1794,  under  Major  Ore,  received          -  551 
committed               -             -            -            -  552 
reported      -            -            -            -            -  564 
passed        -            -            -            -           -  665 
a  bill  providing  arms  for,  received     -            -  561 
committed  -            -            -                         -  583 
reported      -             -             -             -            -  691 
ordered  to  the  third  reading              -            -  593 
passed         -             -             -             -            -  697 
Military  Establishment,  a  bill  making  appropria- 
tions for  the  support  of,  for  the  year  seven- 
teen hundred  and  ninety-eight,  received    -  650 
committed  -            -             ■             -            -  651 
reported      .....  667 
passed  with  amendments     -             -            -673 
amendments  concurred  in    -            -          574, 675 
a  bill  to  amend  the  act  to  amend  and  in  part 
repeal  the  act  to  fix  and  eatablish  the,  re- 
ported   -            -            -            -            -  558 
committed  -            -            -            -            -  654 
reported      -             -             -             -            -  657 
658 


611 
615 
632 
633 


699 
601 


Military  stores.  See     (See  Amis.) 
Mississippi  Territory,  a  bill  authorizing  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  government  for  this  territory, 
reported  -  -    '        •: 

passed         ..... 
amended  by  the  House 
amendment  concurred  in      - 
McKinley,  Hugh,  motion  for  allowing  him  a  per 
dUm  for  labor  and  attendance  upon  the  C?e 
nate        .  -  -  .  - 

agreed  to  - 

THIRD  SESSIOir. 

Marine  corps,  a  bill  authorizing  an  augmentation 

of  the  corps,  received  and  committed  -  2232 

reported  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  2233 

pf^sed        .....  2235 
Mathers,   James,  jr.,    appointed    as^dstant  door- 
keeper   -  -  -  -  -  2190 
his  account  of  expenses  in  serving  process  up- 
on William  Blount,  referred  to  a  committee  2213 
resolution  g^ranting  him  extra  compensation  -  3243 
Mathers,  Jaine^  sen.,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  reported     2220 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  .             .  -  2222 
passed        .....  2223 
resolution  granting  him  extra  compensat'on  -  2242 
Medical  Establidiment,  a  bill  for  the  regulation  of 

the,  reported        ....  2206 
committed  ....  -  2226 

reported      -  ...  -  2227 

ordered  to  the  third  reading  .  .  -  2228 

passed        .....  2229 
Message,  the  President's,  enclosing  a  report  from 
the  Secretary  of  War  in  relation  to  the  mil- 
itary establishment  ...  2199 
transmitting  an  account  of  expenditures  from 

the  Executive  contingent  fund  -  2200 

enclosing  a  communication  upon  the  subject 

of  our  relations  with  France  -  2203 

enclosing  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State 

upon  the  above  subject,  ...  2203 
enclosing  an  edict  of  the  French  Directory  -  2206 
enclosing  a  report  from  the  Director  of  the 
Mint 2210 
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Meosage,  President*8i,  encloang  a  fltatement  of  (he 
force,  tonnage,  dec.,  of  the  private  armed 
ships  of  the  U.  States      -  -  2237 

Militia,  a  bill  to  authorize  a  detachment  of,  received 

and  committed  ....  22.34 
reported  .....  2237 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  •  -  2289 

amended    .....  2240 
passed        .....  2241 
amendment  disagreed  to  by  the  House  and  the 
bill  postponed  to  the  next  session  -  224 1 

Military  Establishment,  a  bill  making  appropria 

tions  for  the  support  of  the,  received  >  2228 

passed        .....  2238 
Military  services,  a  bill  to  amend  the  act  regulating 

grants  of  land  for,  received  and  committed    2234 
reported      .....  2236 
passed        .....  2238 
McBermott,  Paul,  petition  of,  prajing  a  settlement 

of  his  accounts    .....  2224 
McKinley  Hugh,  resolution  for  compensation  of   -  2242 

N. 

FIRST  SESSION. 

Naval  Defence,  a  bill  for  establishing  a  system  of 
naval  defence  and  authorizing  the  arming  of 

private  vessels,  reported   -            •            -  18 

recommitted         ^.            -            .            -  19 

reported      -            -            -        '    -            -  20 

ordered  to  the  third  reading-                         -  21 

passed        .          v            •                         -  22 

amended  by  the  House        •            -            -  27 
some  of  the  amendments  agreed  to  and  others 

disagreed  to         -  -  -  -28 

conference  asked     -            -            -            -  29 

appointed   -            -            .            .            -  30 

their  report             -            -            .            -  30 

the  House  recede  from  their  first  amendment  3 1 

Newspapers,  order  for  supplying  them  for  Senators  1 1 

North  Carolina,  a  bill  for  reviving  and  continuing 

suits  in  the  Circuit  Courts  for  the  district  of, 

received      -            -            -            .            -  82 

passed        -            -            -^          .            -  38 

SBCOITD  8S8SIOK. 

Naturalization,   a  bill  supplementary  to,  and  in 
amendment  of,  the  bill  to  establish. an  uni- 
form rule  of  naturalization,  received          .  661 
committed  .....  562 
reported     -            -            -             -            .  574 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  ...  576 
Naval  Armament,  a  bill  making  an  additional  ap. 
propriation  to  provide  and  supp<»t  a  naval 
armament,  received          -            -            -  524 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  ...  525 
passed        -            -             -             .            -  526 
a  bill  to  amend  the  act  to  provide  a  naval  ar- 
mament, received             ...  579 
committed  .....  590 
reported      .....  592 
passed         -                         -            -            -  583 
a  bill  making  approfniations  for  an  additional 

naval  armament,  received  and  committed    -  603 

ordered  to  the  third  reading  ...  607 

passed         .....  600 
some  of  the  amendments  agreed  to  and  others 

disagreed  to         -            -            -            -  614 

the  Senate  recede  from  their  disagreement     -  615 


Page. 
Navy  Department,  motion  for  a  committee  to  con- 
sider the  propriety  of  instituting  a  separate 
Executive  department  for  the  superinten- 
dence of  naval  afSiira       ...  534 
motion  agreed  to  and  a  committee  appointed  -  535 
a  bill  to  establish  the  department  repotted     -  539 
ordered  to  third  reading  '     -            -            -  540 
passed        -            -            -            -      '     -  541 
Newspapers,  order  for  supplying  them  to  Senators  471 
Nominations  and  confirmations  -     620,  621,  623,  624 
North  Carolina,  a  bill  giving  assent  of  Congress  to 
certain  acts  of  this  State  respecting  the  ap- 
pointment of  health  officer  and  harbor  mas- 
ter for  the  port  of  Wilmington,  reported    -  477 
a  bill  declaring  the  assent  of  Congress  to  cer- 
tain acts  of  this  State,  received     -            •  537 
committed  -            -            -            -            -  538 
reported      -            .            -             -            .  540 
negatived    .....  542 
North  and  Vesey,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  received    -  479 
amended  and  passed            ...  480 
Nourse,  Joseph,  petition  praying  an  increase  of  his 

compensation,  laid  on  the  table     -            -  482 

report  made  and  recommitted            -            -  487 

reported     -            ...            -  529 

recommitted            ....  58O 

bill  reported            ....  58g 

passed         -             -            -            -            -  539 

THIRD  SSSSIOir. 

Navy,  a  bill  for  the  augmentation  of  the  Navy  re- 
ceived    -  -  -  -  -  2218 
ordered  to  the  thid  reading  -            -  •  2224 
passed        .....  2225 
^  a  bill  fixing  the  pay  of  Captains  and  Com- 
manders of  ships  of  war,  received  -            -  2221 
passed         -                          ...  2226 
a  bill  for  the  government  of  the  Navy  re- 
ceived    -            -            -            -            .  2230 
passed        .....  2232 
a  bill  making  appropriations  for  support  of 

the  Naval  establishment  received  •  -  2235 

passed        .....  2238 
a  bill  authorizing  the  President  to  fill  vacan- 
cies in  the  army  and  navy,  passed  -  -  2241 
Newspapers,  order  for  supplying  them  to  Senators  2190 
Northwestern  Territory,  a  report  and  sundry  pa- 
pers respecting  claims  in  said  Territory, 
committed  .....  2195 
a  committee  appointed  to  consider  whether 
any  division  or  other  alteration  ought  to  be 
made  in  the  Government  of  the  Territory  -  2202 
a  bill  to  reform  the  Superior  Court  of  the 

Territory  reported  -  -  -  2217 

ordered  tp  the  third  reading  -  -  2220 

passed        -  -  -  -  -  2221 

resolution  for  appointing  a  committee  to  ex- 
amine the  laws  sdopted  by  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  Territory      ...  2202 
agreed  to  and  a  committee  appointed  -  2203 

report  firom  the  Governor  of  the,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  western  lands  received        -  -  2226 
(See,  also.  Lands) 


FIRST  SESSIOH. 


Order,  a  question  o(  settled 
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Oaths,  fonn  of  the  oath  to  be  administered  in  cases 

of  impeachment  ....  503 
a  bill  giving  authority  to  certain  officers  and 

other  persons  to  administer  oaths,  received     537 

committed  .....    539 

reported  and  ordered  to  the  third  reading      -    544 

passed        .....    546 

Ohio  lands.  (See  Lands) 

THIRD  8K8SIOIT. 

Odiome,  Thomas,  deposition  of,  in  the  case  of 

William  Bionnt  -  .  .  .3401 

P. 
rimsT  ssssiov. 
Ports  and  harbors,  a  bill  to  provide  for  the  iiirther 

defence  of,  received  -  -  -       22 

ordered  to  the  thirid  reading  -  -      23 

passed        -  .  .  -  .24 

President  of  the  United  States,  his  Speech  delivered       1 0 
(See  Index  to  proceedings  of  the  House.) 
answer  of  the  Senate  .  •  .13 

his  reply  (hereto      -  .  -  -       15 

sobjects  of  the  Speech  committed      -  .15 

Premdent  pro  tem,^  elected        .  >  -       37 

Private  diips,  a  bill  to  prevent  the  arming  of,  ex- 
cept in  certain  cases,  introduced  -  22 
committed  -            -            .            .            -      25 
amendments  reported          -            •            -28 
recommitted            -            .            -            -      31 
first  section  expunged,  and  further  considera- 
tion of  the  bill  postponed  to  the  next  ses- 
sion       -            .            -            .            -       35 
Privateering,  a  bill  for  the  prevention  o^  reported       17 
passed        .            .            .            •            .17 
amended  by  the  House        -            -            -       19 
amendment  agreed  to          .            -            .20 

ASCOND    SSSSTOir. 

Paper,  parchment,  &c.,  duties  on  stamped.     (See 

Duties,) 
Pensioners,  a  committee  appointed  to  report  on 
the  bill  directing  the  Secretary  of  War  to 
place  certain  persons  on  the  pension  list  -    475 
a  bill  fur  that  purpose   received  from   the 

House  .....  486 
committed .....  487 
amended  and  passed  ...    493 

Pin^ney,  Thomas,  a  letter  from  him,  requesting 
^  direction  of  Congress  in  respect  to  cer- 
tain presents  offered  him  by  the  Govern- 
ments of  Great  Britain  and  Spain  -    550 
committed.            ....    552 
report  authorizing  the  acceptance  of  the  pre- 
sents     .....    553 
disagreed  to  by  the  House   -            -  -    555 
Ports  and  harbors,  a  resolution  in  relation  to  the 
expediency  of  completing  the  fortifications 

of 531 

a  bill  supplementary  to  the  act  providing  for 

the  fiulher  defence  0^  received     -            -    540 
reported      -            -            -            -            -    548 
passed        .....    650 
Poet  Office,  a  bill  to  continue  the  fifth  section 
of  the  act,  in  addition  to  the  act  for  estab- 
lishing the  post  office,  received    .            -     527 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  ...    528 
passed 581 


President  of  the  United  States,  his  Speech  deliv- 
ered        471 

(See  Index  to  proceedings  of  the  House,) 
answer  of  the  Senate  -  -  -    472 

his  reply     .  -  -  -  -    474 

motion  for  appointing  a  committee  to  prepare 
an  address  to  him  in  commendation  of  his 
course  in  relation  to  the  negotiations  with 
France   -  -  •  -  -    536 

messages  of  the.     {Beie  Message.) 
President  j9ro  ^6m.,  elected         .  .         470,591 

Provisional  army.     (See  Army,) 
Purveyor  of  Public  Supplies,  a   bill  to  amend 
the  act  establishing  the  ofiice  o^   intro- 
duced    -  .  -  -    5»8 
ordered  to  the  third  reading             -  -    600 
title  amended,  and  the  bill  passed     .  -    601 

THIRD  ssssioir. 
Pickering,  Timothy,  letter  firom,  to  the  committee 

on  the  impeachment  of  William  Blount   .  237) 
Post  Office,  a  bill  to  establish  the  post  office,  re- 
ceived and  committed      ...  3232 
reported      -  .  -  .  .  2234 

passed        .....  2236 
President  of  the  United  States,  his  Speech  deliv- 
ered.    (See  Proceedings  of  the  House.) 
answer  thereto        -  -  -  -  2192 

his  reply    ....  -  2198 

President  j9ro /fut.,  elected         -  •      2189,2234 


sscoHD  ssssioir. 
Quakers,  memorial  and  address  from  a  yearly  meet- 
ing  of  the  Society  of  Friends,  requesting 
the  attention  of  Congress  to  the  oppressed 
condition  of  the  Afiican  race,  and  to  the 
prevalence  of  general  vice  and  immorality, 
presented,  and  laid  on  the  table   .  •    475 

withdrawn  -  -  -    475 

THIRD  SXSSIOV. 

Quarantine,  a  bill  respecting  quarantine  and  health 

laws,  received     ...  -  2208 

committed  .....  2210 
reported     -  -  -  '  -  -  2222 

ordered  to  the  third  reading  ...  2223 
passed        .....  2225 

R. 


7IRST  sxssioir. 


Rules,  a  new  rule  proposed 

consideration  postponed  to  the  next 

Report  of  the  select  committee  appointed  to  inves- 
tigate the  charges  against  William  Blount     41 

SXCOKD    BESSIOir. 

Read,  Jacob,  of  South  Carolina,  elected  President 

pro  tern.  .  .  .  -    470 

Reed,  Benjamin,  petition  o(  presented,  and  com- 
mitted   -  .  .  .  .508 
reported  on             .            -            .  -    616 
report  adopted        -            -            -  -    517 
Refiigees,  a  bill  for  tbe  relief  of  the  refugees  from 
Canada  and  Nova  Scotia»  received  and  com* 
mitted    .            -            -            -  -    468 
reported     -            .            -            .  -    479 
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Refogees — continued. 

further  considcnration  postponed        -            -  495 
amended,  and  ordored  to  the  third  reading     -  502 
pa«ed  with  amendments    .            -            -  504 
some  of  the  amendments  disagreed  to           -  5 1 9 
the  Senate  insist    ...            -  520 
committee  of  conference  appointed  -            -  521 
report  of  committee,  and  action  thereon    522,  538 
Revenue  Cutters,  a  bill  to  continue  a  part  of  the 
act  respecting  the  compensation  of  the  offi- 
cers and  mariners  of  the  revenue  cutters  -  652  I 
ordered  to  the  third  reading             -            -  554 
amended  and  passed  •        -            >            -  555  ' 
biU  to  amend  said  act,  reported         -            -  1876 
Reyenue  laws,  memorial  from  owners  and  lessees  j 
of  wharves   in  Charleston,   asking   relief 
from  the  injurious  operation  of,  laid  on  the 

table 477 

Revenues,  internal,  a  Mil  providing  for  the  more 

effectual  collection  of,  received    -         .  -  564 

committed  .....  565 

reported,  an^  ordered  to  the  third  reading    -  569 

recommitted  -  -  -  .  670 

passed  vrith  amendments    ...  574 
the  House  disagree  to  the  first  and  agree  to 

the  other,  with  an  amendment  to  Uie  bill  581 
committee  of  conference  appointed   -          682,  583 

their  report  -  -  -  -  695 

further  consideration  of  the  bill  postponed  to 

the  next  session  ....  598 
(See,  also,  ColUetars.) 
Rules,  an  amendment  to  the  19th  rule  proposed, 

and  referred        ...  -  484 

reported     -----  574 
adopted                   -            -                         .589 

resolution  suspending  the  18th  rule  -  -  613 

resolution  suspending  the  12th  rule  -  615 

THIRD  ssssioir. 

Report  of  the   Commissioners  of   the  Sinking 

Fund 2194 

Retaliation,  a  bill  vesting  the  power  of  retaliation 
in  the  President  of  the  United  States  in 
certain  cases,  repor  ed    -  -  -2211 

ordered  to  the  third  reading  -  *  2215 

passed        -  -  -  -  -  2217 

amendments  agreed  to         .  .  .  2241 

Ripley,  John  P.,  Ids  deposition  in  the  case  of  Wil- 
liam Blount        ....  2899 
a  letter  from  him  to  the  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee of  impeachment    -  •>  .2416 
Rogers,  John,  his  deposition  in  the  case  of  Wil- 

liam  Blount        ....  2393 
Romayoe,  Dr.  N.,  his  deposition  in  the  case  of 

William  Blount  .  -  -  2366 

Ross,  James,  elected  President  pro  tempore        -  2234 

Russell,  Joseph,  and  others,  petition  of,  praying 

payment  of  a  claim  against  the  United 

States,  laid  on  the  table  -  .  .  2197 

committed  ....  2201 

postponed  to  the  next  session  •  -  2241 


S. 


FIRST  SBSSIOV. 


Salt.     (See  Duties.) 
Senators,  attendance  of  « 


-9,  10,  11,  12,  16,  82  I 


Page. 
Ships  and  vessels,  a  bill  concerning  the  registering 

and  recording  of,  received  and  committed  -      23 

reported      -  -  -  -  -       24 

passed         •  -  -  -  -       25 

amendments  concurred  in    -  -  -26 

Spirits.     (See  Duties.) 

Stock,,  a  bill  further  to  authorize  the  transfer  of 
stocks  standing  to  the  credit  of  certain 
States,  introduced  -  -  -      38 

passed        -  -  -  -  .35 

SBCOHD  SSMIQV. 

Seamen,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  sick  and  disabled 

seamen  received  ...    540 

reported      .  -  -  -  -    588 

paissed        -  -  -  .  .     614 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  a  bill  granting  the  frank- 
ing privilege  to  this  officer,  introduced       -    588 
passed        .....    584 
Sedgwick,  Theodore,  elected  President  pro  tern.  -    591 
Sedition,  a  bill  to  dc^ne  and  punish  the  crime  o( 

reported  .  -  -  -    590 

committed  -  -  -  -  -    591 

reported      ...  -  -    596 

passed  .....  599 
amended  by  the  House  ...  607 
amendment  concurred  in      -  •  -    609 

Seuate,  adjournment  of  the  Legislative  session    -    619 
opening  of  the  Executive  session     -  -    620 

Senate  Chamber,  motion  declaring  it  out  of  order 
to  move  for  the  admission  of  persons  upon 
the  floor  for  the  purpose  of  presenting  ad- 
dresses or  heari'  g  them  read        -  •    550 
Senators,  attendance  of  469,  470,  472,  475,  477,  479, 
480,  482,  485,  491,  495,  508,  559,  595 
resolution  respecting  the  impeachment  of  Sen- 
ators      -            ...            -    506 
committed  ...            -            -    510 
motion  to  prohibit  Senators  giving  or  recdv- 
ing  visits  from  foreign  agents  or  Ministers 
without  the  leave  of  the  Senate,  negatived    550 
a  lilt  of  t'  ose  present  at  the  opening  of  the 
Executive  session            "            T  *    ^^^ 
Sinking  Fund,  report  Irom  the  Comnussioners  of 

the 476 

Slaves,  a  bill  to  provide  for  the  enumeration  of. 

(See  Lands  and  dwelling  houses.) 
Smith,  Reuben,  and  others,  a  biu  for  die  relief  oi, 

received  and  committed    ...    547 
postponed  to  the  next  session  -  -    618 

Snuff.     (See  Duties.) 
Stills,  a  bill  to  alter  the  time  for  making  entry  o( 

.   received  -  -  -  .  -    527 

committed  ....    528 

reported      ....  -    544 

ordered  to  the  third  reading  -  -    547 

passed  vrith  amendments  ...  576 
the  last  amendment  disagreed  to  -    589 

committee  of  conference  appointed   -  -    595 

the  Houfce  adhere    ...  -    610 

postponed  to  the  next  session  -  -    610 

another  bill  for  the  same  purpose  received  •  612 
postponed  to  the  next  session  -  -    618 

Surveyor,  a  bill  to  establi^  an  annual  salary  for 
the  Surveyor  of  the  port  of  Gloucester, 
received .  -  .  .  • 

ordered  to  the  third  reading 
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Salaries,     {^cq  Clerks  and  Executive.) 

Sands,  Comfort,  a  bill  for  his  relief  received  and 

committed  .  .  -  .  3235 

reported      -----  2236 
passed         .  -  .  .  -  2240 

Seamen,  a  bill  in  addition  to  the  act  for  relief  of 
sick  and  disabled  seamen,  received  and 
committed  ....  2232 

reported     ....  -  2238 

passed         .....  2240 
9  bill  to  continae  the  act  for  the  relief  and 
protection  of  American  seamen,  received 
and  committed    -  -  -  -  2234 

reported      ....  -  2237 

passed        .  .  -  -  .  2340 

Secretary  of  the  Senate,  resolution  granting  extra 

compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of    2242 

Senators  present  at  the  opening  of  the  session    -  2189 

farther  attendance  of        2191,  2194,  2197,  2198, 

2200,  2203,  2205,  2208,  221 1,  2221 

Sinking  Fund,  report  from  the  Commissioners 

of  the     -  -  -  -  -  2194 

Society  of  United  Brethren.     (See  Lands.) 
Special  bail,  a  bill  respecting  the  mode  of  surrend- 
ering a  defendant  held  to  special  bail  in 
one  district,  and  afterwards  arrested  in  an- 
other, reported    -  -  -  -  2216 
committed  .....  2217 
reported  with  amendments  ...  2226 
ordered  to  the  third  reading              -             -  2238 
passed        .....  2229 
Stamp  duties,  a  bill  to  alter  the  stamp  duties  on 
foreign  bills  of  exchange  and  bills  of  lad- 
ing, imposed  by  the  act  laying  duties  on 
stamped  vellum,  &c.,  received    -            -  2211 
committed  -            .            -            .            .  3212 
reported  and  ordered  to  the  third  reading      -  2228 
passed         -            -            .             .             .  2229 
Sturgeon,  Robert,  a  bill  authorizing  his  discharge 

from  imprisonment,  received        .  -  2223 

committed  ....  2224 

reported      -  -  -  .  .  2233 


FIRST  SESSIOK. 

Trade  of  the  United  States,  measures  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the.  (See  Commerce  and  No- 
vat  Defence.) 

Treaty.     (See  Great  Britain.) 

Treasurer  of  the  Unitod  States,  his  accounU  re- 
ceived    -  -  -  -  -       17 

Treasury,  a  letter  from  the  Comptroller,  received 

and  committed    -  -  .  -      31 

reported      -  -  -  .  -      32 

SXCOITD  ssssioir. 

Taxes,  a  bill  to  lay  and  collect  a  direct  tax,  re- 

ceived     .....     595 
reported      -  -  -  -    600 

report  considered     -  -  -        601,  603 

bill  passed  with  amendments  .  .     605 

the  Senate  recede  from  the  amendments  dis- 
agreed to  by  the  House,  and  disagree  to 
the  amendment  of  the  House  to  the  12th 
amendment         ....    e08 
the  House  recede  from  the  amendment         -     609 
report  on  the  enrolment  of  the  bill  -  -    612  | 


Pag«. 

Tennessee,  petition  and  memorial  from  the  Legis- 
lature of  this  State  against  the  extension 
of  the  Cherukee  boundary  line,  presented 
and  committed    -  -  -  .     476 

a  bill  to  extend  to  the  district  of  Tennessee 
the  exception  in  the  70th  section  of  the 
act  to  provide  for  the  collection  of  goods, 
wares,  ^cc,  imported  into  the  United 
States,  reported  and  committed    -  -     483 

(See  Kenixuky.) 
Terntory,  motion  for  appointing  a  committee  to 
i  I  quire  what  territory  lying  south  and 
southwest  of  Georgia  belongs  to  the  United 
States,  and  to  report  a  plan  for  governing 
the  same  ....    409 

motion  amended,  committed  -  -     490 

(See  Mississippi.) 
Treason,  motion  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  till  to  de- 
fine the  crime  of  treason,  and  to  define 
and  punish  sedition         ...    589 
bill  brought  in        -  -  -  -    590 

committed  ....  -    591 

passed  .....  599 
amended  by  the  House  ...  607 
amendment  concarred  in     -  -  -    609 

Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  his  accoonte  re- 
ceived    -  477,  479,  486,  527,  567,  568 
Treasury  and  War  Departments,  a  bill  to  alter  and 
amend  the  act  making  alterations  in  these 
departments,  and  to  alter  and  amrad  the  act 
to  establish  the  office  of  Purveyor  of  Public 
Supplies,  introduced.       -  -  -    598 
ordered  to  the  third  reading ...    600 
title  amended  and  the  bill  passed      -  -    601 
amended  by  the  House        .            .            -    609 
amendments  committed        -            -  -    612 
report  of"  the  committee        '            -             -    616 
Treaty.     (See  France  and  Indians.) 
Turner,  George,  petition  of  praying  confirmation  of 
his  title  to  a  certain  tract  of  land,  piesmted 
and  committed    ....    461 
a  bill  reported          -            -            -            -    494 

THIRD  SKBSIOir. 

Tazewell  Henry,  of  Virginia,  his  death  announced 
and  resolutions  for  attending  his  funeral 
adopted         -  ....  2305 

Tennessee,  a  bill  to  amend  the  act  for  giving  effect 
to  the  laws  of  the  United  States  in  this  State^ 
reported  .....  2209 
committ  d  -  -  -  •  •  2211 

reported  with  amendmenta  •  -  -  2213 

ordered  to  the  third  reading  -  -  -  3215 

passed         .  -  .  -  .  2217 

Timber,  a  bill  authorizing  the  purdiase  o^  for  na- 
val purposes,  received      -  -  -  2218 
reported  with  amendmenta  ...  2228 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  -            •  •  2223 
passed         .....  2225 
Troops  of  the  United  States,  a  bill  for  the  better  or- 
ganizing of,  reported        ...  2204 
motion  to  strike  out  the  2d  section  negatived  2208 
committed  •             -            .            .             .  2210 
reported  with  amendmenta  ...  2212^ 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  •            .             .  2215i 
passed        .            -            -            .             .  221Z 
amendmenta  of  House  referred  to  committee  222S. 
report  of  the  committee        -            -  .  2S3& 
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Troops  of  the  United  States — continued.  Page, 

committee  of  CO.. ference  appointed    -  -2238 

report  of  the  committee  agreed  to     -  -  2239 

Turner  George,  his  deposition  in  the  case  of  Wm. 

Blount   -  ...  -  2376 

U. 

SXCOVD  SESSION. 

Unfinished  bumness,  a  committee  on,  appointed    -    474 
reports  from  the  committee  -  -         475,  476 

V. 

FIRST  SESSION. 

Vice  President,  obtains  leave  of  absence  for  the  re- 
mainder of  the  session      -  -  »      37 
Vellum,  Parchment,  dec.     (See  Duties.) 

SECOXO  SESSION. 

Vaughan  John,  his  petition  praying  an  allowance 
for  losses  sustained  on  a  deposite  of  bullion 
in  the  Mint,  in  consequence  of  intervening 
regulations — laid  on  the  table        -  -     638 

a  bill  for  his  relief  received  from  the  House  -  573 
committed  ----*-  575 
reported      -  ...  -     681 

recommitted  -  -  -  -    584 

reported      -  -  .  -  .    605 

third  reading  of  the  bill        -  -  -612 

motion  to  postpone  further  consideration  to  the 

next  session        ....    616 
the  bill  lost-  -  -  -  -616 

petitioner  has  leave  to  withdraw  his  papers   -    619 
Vellum  4t^     (See  Duties, ) 
Vice  President,  excused  from  further  attendance  for 

the  remainder  of  the  session  -  -    591 

Virginia,  the  amendment  to  the  Constitution  re- 

specting  the  suability  of  States  ratified  by  -    504 

THIBD  SESSION. 

Vaughan  Jdin,  petition  of,  presented      -  -  2216 

Vermont,  a  bill  to  amend  the  act  for  giving  effect 
to  the  laws  of  the  United  States  within 
this  State  reported  -  -  -2225 

title  amended  and  the  bill  passed      -  -  2231 

W. 


FIRST  SESSION. 


10 


White  Rt  Rev.  Bishop  elected  Chaplam  • 
Wines,  Ac     (See  Duties.) 

SECOND  SESSION. 

Washington,  General,  his  letter  to  the  President 
accepting  the  appointment  of  Lieutenant 
General  and  Commander-in-Chief  of  the 
Armies  of  the  United  States  -  -     621 

Washington  City,  a  bill  making  appropriations  for 
completing  the  buildings  for  the  accommo- 
dation of  the  Government,  received  -    525 
committed  .            •             .            .            .     526 

reported 532 

ordered  to  third  reading       ...     537 
passed        -  -  -  -    539 

Western  Lands.     (See  Lands) 

White,  Rt.  Rev.  Bishop,  elected  Chaplain  -    471 

Widows  and  Orphans,  a  bill  making  provision 

for  the  widows  and  orphans  of  deceased 

oiliceTs,  received  -  -  -  -    511 

committed  -  .  -  .  .    512 

reported      •  -  -  -  -    514 

ordered  to  the  third  reading  -  -  -    515 

passed  with  an  amendment-  -  -    516 


Widows  and  Orphans— continued.  Page. 

amendment  disagreed  to  by  the  House  •  618 

the  Senate  recede   -  -  -  -  619 

Williams,  Elie  a  bill  authorizing  the  conveyance 

of  a  certain  tract  of  land  to,  received  -  591 

committed  -----  592 

reported*and  passed-  -  -  -  618 

Wilson,  Philip,  his  petition  praying  compensa- 
tion for  the  loss  of  a  ship,  <Scc.,  destroyed  by 
the  British  after  the  Treaty  of  Peace,  laid 

on  the  toble-        ...  -  504 

referred  to  the  Secretary  of  State       -  -  508 

THIRD  SESSION. 

Wheaton,  Joseph,  a  bill  for  his  relief  received      -  2219 
committed  -  -  -  -  2221 

reported  and  ordered  10  the  third  reading      -  2229 

White,  Rt.  Rev.  Bishop,  elected  Chaplain  -  2191 

Western  Reserve  of  Connecticut.  (See  Connee* 
tieut.) 

Williams,  Enion,  his  petition  praying  to  be  al- 
lowed the  privilege  of  manufiictunng  salt 
from  the  salt  springs  in  the  Northwestern 
Territory,  presented  and  referred  -  -  2207 

Y. 

FIRST  SESSTOV. 

Veas  and  Nays— on  (he  motion  to  expunge  a  cer- 
tain paragraph  in  the  report  of  the  answer 
to  the  President's  Address  -  -12 

on  the  motion  to  expunge  certain  words  from 
the  motion  for  referring  to  a  select  commit- 
tee so  much  of  the  President's  Speech  as  re- 
spects the  establishment  of  a  permanent 
system  of  national  defence  •  -       16 

on  the  bill  for  raising  an  additional  corps  of 
artillery  and  engineers      •  -  '18 

on  the  motion  to  expunge  certain  words  fit>m 
the  first  section  d  the  bill  for  the  protec- 
tion of  the  trade  of  the  United  States    -       18 

on  the  odier  questions  concerning  the  bill     19,20 

on  its  passage  -  -  -  -22 

on  the  bill  for  raising  an  additional  corps  of 
light  dragoons     -  -  -  -      22 

on  the  motion  to  strike  out  the  third  section 
of  the  bill  to  provide  for  the  defence  of  the 
ports  and  harbors  of  the  United  States     -      24 

on  the  bill  to  enable  the  President,  under  cer- 
tain restrictions,  to  raise  a  provisional 
army       -  -  -  -  -      25 

on  the  m«ition  to  expunge  the  first  section  of 
the  bill  to  authorize  the  President  to  lay, 
regulate,  and  revoke  embargoes     •  -      28 

on  the  passag"  of  the  bill     -  -  -      80 

on  an  amendment  to  the  bill  to  ascertain  the 
time  for  the  next  meeting  of  Congress      -      29 

on  striking  out  the  first  sectim  of  die  bill  to 
prevent  the  arming  of  private  diips  -      36 

on  the  t  ill  laying  duties  on  stamped  vellum, 
parchment  and  paper       -  -  -      86 

on  an  amendment  to  the  appropriation  bill    -      87 

on  the  motion  to  postpone  the  further  con- 
sideration  of  the  report  of  the  comtoittee  on 
the  case  of  Wm.  Blount  to  the  next  session      41 

on  the  question  of  agreeing  to  said  report      -      44 
sxcoxn  SESSION. 
Yeas  and  Nays— on  the  bill  authorizing  tbe  pay- 
ment of  certain  sums  of  money  to  Uie  daugh- 
ters of  the  late  Count  lie  Grasse  -  -    485 
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Yeu  and  Nays —  Page. 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  to  suspend, 
for  a  limited  time,  the  second  section  of  the 
bill  for  regulating  foreign  coins    -  •     488 

on  the  passage  of  the  bill     -  -  -    489 

on  the  motion  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to 
repeal  the  act  of  last  session  laying  duties 
on  stamped  vellum,  parchment,  and  paper  -    490 

on  the  motion  to  restore  the  second  section 
of  the  bill  to  amend  the  several  acts  for 
laying  duties  on  distilled  spirits  and  on 
stUls        .  -  -  •  .492 

on  adhering  to  an  amendment  to  said  bill      -    493 

on  the  motion  to  postpone  the  consideratbn 
of  a  motion  proposing  amendments  to  the 
Constitution       ....    494 

OB  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  mode 
of  administering  oaths  in  cases  of  im- 
peachment ....    603 

on  fixing  a  day  for  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  for  regulating  proceedings  in  cases  of 
impeachment       -    -        •  -  -    505 

on  the  motion  to  amend  the  amendment  to 
the  3d  section  of  said  bill  -  -    508 

on  other  questions  of  amendment  to  the  bill  -    509 

on  an  amendment  to  the  bill  making  appro- 
priations to  (lefiray  expenses  of  hoJding  a 
treaty  with  certain  Indians  -  -    507 

on  agreeing  to  the  report  of  the  committee  ap- 
pointed to  report  rules  of  proceeding  in  the 
case  of  the  impeachment  of  Wm.  Blount  -    514 

on  an  amendment  to  the  bill  for  an  amica- 
ble settlement  of  limits  with  Georgia,  and 
to  establbh  a  Government  in  the  Mississip- 
pi Territory,  and  on  the  passage  of  the  bill    516 

on  an  amendment  to  the  Ull  to  provide  for 
the  widows  and  children  of  deceased  offi- 
cers       ....    616 

on  the  motion  to  postpone  the  further  consid- 
eration of  the  bill  -  -    618 

on  receding  from  an  amendment  to  said  bill  -    619 

on  an  amendment  to  (he  bill  making  an  ap- 
propriation for  support  of  the  Government 
for  the  year  seventeen  hundred  and  ninety- 
eight       -  -  -  -  -    621 

on  the  motion  to  expunge  the  3d  section  of 
the  bill  providing  the  means  of  foreign  in- 
tercourse .  .  .  ^    621 

on  the  bill  authorizing  a  grant  of  lands  to  Ste- 
phen Monot  and  other  inhabitants  of  Gal- 
liopolis    •  ...    622 

on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  represent- 
atives of  Thomas  Clatk  ...    624 

on  the  bill  giving  assent  of  Congress  to  an  act 
of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts    -    526 

on  the  hill  to  enable  the  President  to  purchase 
or  lease  one  or  more  foundries      -  -    628 

on  a  resolution  respecting  the  expediency  of 
laying  an  embargo  on  sll  vessels  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  other  than  those  employed  in  the 
'  coasting  trade  and  fisheries  -  -    531 

on  an  amendment  to  the  bill  to  provide  an  ad- 
ditional armament  ...    633 

on  its  passage  ....    638 

on  tbe  motion  to  postpone  the  consideration 
of  the  amendments  of  the  House  to  the 
next  session         ....    646 

on  agreeing  to  the  amendments        -  -    647 


Yeas  a  nd  Nays —  Pars- 

on the  bill  supplemenUry  to  the  bill  to  pro- 
vide an  additional  armament         -  -    592 
on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  making  appro- 
priations for  completing  the  public  build- 
ings in  the  city  of  Washington     -            -     537 
on  the  passage  of  ihe  bill     -            -  -    589 
on  the  motion  for  printing  the  iostructions  to 

the  American  Envoys  at  Paris      -  -    688 

on  the  bill  to  establish  the  Navy  Department    541 
on  the  third  reading  of  tbe  bill  to  enable  the 

President  to  raise  a  provisional  army        •    544 
on  an  amendment  and  on  its  passage  -    546 

on  the  motion  to  amend  the  amendments  of 

the  House  ►  -  -  -    561 

on  the  bill  supplementary  to  the  above  -    584 

on  the  motion  to  make  it  a  standing  rule,  that 
no  Senator  shall  give  or  receive  a  visit  from 
any  foreign  minister  or  agent,  without  leave 
and  consent  of  the  Senate  -  -    550 

on  the  resolution  authorizing  Mr.  Pinckney 
to  accept  certain  presents  o^ered  him  by  the 
Governments  of  Great  Britain  and  Spain  -    558 
on  ihe  bill  for  the  more  effiictual  protection  of 

the  commerce  and  coasts  of  the  U.  States  -    668 
on  the  bill  in  addition  to  the  above  act  -    582 

on  the  bill  further  to  protect  the  commerce  of 

the  United  States  -  -  -     601 

on  the  7th  section  of  the  bill  concerning  aliens    565 
on  other  questions  relative  to  said  bill      566,  567, 
568,  569,  573,  575 
on  the  passage  of  the  bill     -  -  -    575 

on  an  amendment  to  the  bill  making  appro- 
priations for  support  of  the  Military  Eiiab- 
lishment  ....     672 

on  the  bill  to  suspend  commercial  intercourse 

with  France  acd  the  dependef.cies  thereof-    573 
on  an  amendmentto  the  bill  supplementary  to 
the  act  to  establish  an  uniform  rule  of  natu- 
ralization ....    677 
on  the  passage  of  the  bill     ...    578 
on  an  amendment  to  the  bill  to  authorize  the 
President  to  accept  armed  vessels  oflkred  for 
the  use  of  the  United  SUtes  -         678,579 
on  the  passage  of  the  bill     ...    580 
on  the  bill  to  amend  the  act  providing  a  naval 
armament,  and  the  act  authorizing  tbe  Pre- 
sident to  purchase  a  number  of  small  ves- 
sels to  be  equipped  as  galleys        -  -    598 
on  the  act  to  authorize  tbe  defence  of  merchant 

vessels  against  French  depredations  -     584 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  biU  to  puoish  frauds 

on  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  -    686 

on  the  passage  o(  the  bill      •  -  -     586 

on  agreeing  to  the  enacting  clause  in  the  hill 
declaring  the  treaties  between  the  United 
States  and  France  void    -  -  .  -    587 

on  the  passage  of  the  bill     -  -  -    588 

on  granting  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  define 
the  crime  of  treason,  and  to  define  and  pun- 
ish the  crime  of  sedition  -  .  •    590 
on  committing  the  bill         -            -  -    591 
on  the  third  reading             ...     697 
on  motions  to  amend  the  bill,  on  its  passage      699 
on  amending  the  amendments  of  the  House  -    609 
on  sundry  motions  relative  to  the  bill  to  rega- 
late  the  landing  of  French  passeugecs  and 
other  foreigners  arriving  in  the  U.  States  593,  594 
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Senate  Proceedings, 


Yeas  and  Nays — 

on  amendments  to  the  bill  to  provide  for  the 
valuation  of  lands  and  dwelling-houses, 
and  the  enumeration  of  the  slaves  in  the 
United  States      -  -  694,  595,  596 

on  the  passage  of  the  bill      ...    597 
on  the  bill  limiting  the  time  within  which 
claims  against  the  United  States  for  cradits 
on  the  books  of  the  Treasury  may  be  pre- 
sented for  allowance        ...    598 
on  the  bill  to  amend  the  act  to  provide  for  the 
sale  of  lands  in  the  Territory  Northwest  of 
the  Ohio  river     ....    600 
on  agreeing  to  a  part  of  the  report  on  the  bill 

to  lay  and  collect  a  direct  tax        -  -    602 

on  amendments  to  the  bill    -  -        603,  608 

on  amendments  to  the  bill  to  enable  the  Pre- 
sident to  borrow  money  for  the  public  ser- 
vice        -  -  -  -         604,  606 
on  the  bill  for  encouraging  the  capture  of 

French  aimed  vessels      ...    606 
on  the  bill  making  further  appropriations  for 

an  additional  naval  armament       -  -    610 

on  postponing  the  consideration  of  the  census 

HIl  to  the  next  ression      -  -  *    611 

on  the  bill  to  augment  the  army       -  -    61 1 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  John  Vaug^an      -  -  -    612 
on  postponing  it  to  the  next  session  -  -    616 
on  its  passage          -            -        .    -  -    616 
on  suspending  the  13th  rule             -            -    613 
on  postponing  Uie  consideration  of  the  bill  re- 
specting the  balances  due  by  the  individual 
States     -            -            -            -            -    618 
on  the  passage  of  the  bill     ...    617 
on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  to  alter  the 

time  for  the  next  meeting  of  Congress       -    614 
on  suspending  the  12th  rule  -  -     615 

on  the  motion  for  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to 
authorize  the  acceptance  of  the  cession,  by 
the  State  of  Connecticut,  of  the  territory 
called  the  Western  Reserve  -  -  2199 


2227 
2230 
2202 

2206 


-  2208 


Yeas  and  Nays — 

on  an  amendment  to  the  bill 

on  its  passage         ... 

on  an  amendment  to  the  census  bill  - 

on  the  bill  for  the  punbhment  of  certain 
crimes  therein  specified    - 

on  the  motion  to  strike  out  the  second  section 
of  the  bill  for  the  better  organizing  of  tiie 
troops  of  the  United  States 

on  the  bill  respecting  the  balances  due  by  the 
individual  States  -  .  -  2210 

on  the  motions  to  expunge  the  4th  and  5th 
sections  of  the  bill  further  to  suspend  com- 
mercial intercourse  with  France,  and  the 
dependencies  thereof        -  -    2212, 2213 

on  motions  to  amend  said  Mil,  and  on  its  pas- 
sage      ....  -  2214 

on  the  motion  to  strike  out  the  8th  section  of 
the  bill  to  amend  the  act  providing  for  the 
sale  of  lands  in  the  Territory  Northwest  of 
the  Ohio  ....  2216 

on  the  bill  vesting  the  power  of  retaliation  in 
the  President  of  the  United  States  in  cer- 
tain cases  ....  22ld 

on  amendments  to  the  bill  giving  eventual  au- , 
thority  to  the  President  to  augment  the 
army      .....  2222 

on  the  passage  of  the  bill    -  -  -  2224 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  to  augment 
the  salaries  of  the  principal  officers  of  the 
Executive  Departments   ...  2229 

on  the  passage  of  the  bill    -  -  -2230 

on  an  amendment  to  the  bill  to  establish  the 
Post  Office         ....  2286 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  to  authorize  a 
detachment  of  the  militia  ... 

on  an  amendment  to  the  bill 

on  the  resolution  granting  extra  compensation 
to  the  principal  and  engrossing  clerks  in  the 
office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate 

on  two  resolutions  reqpec'ing  the  impeacha- 
bility  of  William  Blount  -  -  2818 
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2242 
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TO  THE  PROCEEDINGS  AND  DEBATES  OP  THE  FIFTH  CONGRESS. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 


A. 

riBST  8SMIOV.  Page. 

Accounts,  motion  respecting  the  accounts  of  mem- 
bers, laid  on  the  table     ....  387 

Address,  the  President's,  at  the  opening  of  the  ses- 
sion     ------.  64 

Adjournment,  resolution  proposing  to  adjourn  on 

*  34th  June,  laid  on  the  table     -        -        -  333 

time  altered  to  the  28th      ....  358 

resolution  from  the  Senate  fixing  a  time  for, 

disagreed  to 400 

resolution  for  adjourning  on  1 0th  July,  agreed 

to 468 

Agent.    (See  British  debts.) 
Agents,  bill  directing  the  appointment  of  agents 
in  relation  to  the  6th  oiticle  of  the  treaty 

with  Great  Britain,  reported  -        -        -  314 

ordered  to  be  engrossed      ....  333 

passed 334 

the  amendments  of  the  Senate  disagreed  to   .  391 
Alien,  Mr.,  of  Connecticut,  on  the  answer  to  the 

President's  address  >        -        •     219,232 

on  defensive  measures        ....  296 
on  the  bill  for  protection  of  the  ports  and  bar- 

bots  of  the  United  States  306,  3 1 0, 322 

on  ihe  bin  for  the  protection  of  the  trade  of 

the  United  States 383 

on  stamp  duties         ....        -  403 
on  the  duties  on  salt  .....  441 
Answer  to  the  President's  Speech,  a  committee  ap- 
pointed to  prepare  it       .        -        -        -  60 
committee  has  leave  to  sit  during  the  session 

of  the  House 63 

the  answer  reported  .        -        ...  67 
amendments  proposed        -        .        .       69, 136 

rejected 193 

o&er  amendments  proposed        -        -        -  104 

answer  adopted  as  amended        •        >        .  233 

delivered 236 

President's  reply        -        -        -        -        .  237 
Aj^ropriations,  communication  iirom  the  Secretary 

of  the  Treasury,  calling  for  additional        •  386 
Ull  making  additional,  for  the  year  seventeen 

hundred  and  ninety  seven,  reported  -        .  408 

debated 433 

ordered  to  be  engrossed      ....  440 

passed 441 

amended  by  the  Senate       -        .        ,        .  447 

amendment  concurred  in    •        -        -        •  462 
Aims,  ammunition,  ^.,  a  resolution  to  prohibit 

tiM  cuportation  of 239 1 


Arms,  ammunition,  ^. — continued.  Ptgt. 

a  bill  for  the  same  purpose,  received  from  the 

Senate 247 

ordered  to  be  re  engrossed  -        -        -        -  tM 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        -         .        .  SM 
passed      --...-.  867 
resolution  calling  on  the  President  for  a  re- 
turn of  arms          -        -        -        -        .  281 

suspended         -        -        -        -        -        -  466 

resolution  for  the  purchase  of  arms      -        -  883 

committed         >         -         -         >         .        •  331 

report  laid  on  the  table       -         -         -        -  377 

Artillerists  and  engineers,  a  bill  for  raising  an  addi- 
tional corps  oif  received  -        -        .        •  2C6 
committed         •         .        .         •         .        •  888 

disagreed  to 347 

resolution  calling  on  the  Secretary  of  War  for 
an  account  of  the  number  now  in  service, 

and  the  posts  at  which  they  are  stationed  -  331 

call  answered    ......  334 

Assistant  Doorkeeper  elected      ....  68 

SSCOKD  sxssioir. 

Abrogation  of  treaties.     (See  France.) 
Absent  members,  resolution  for  refusing  leave  of 
absence  to  members,  except  in  cases  of  sick- 
ness      16M 

laid  on  the  table 1659 

negatived  1878 

Accountant  of  the  War  Department,  report  on  the 

memorial  of  -        .        .        -        -        -  1771 
a  bill  granting  additional  compensation  to,  re- 
ported   1778 

passed 1783 

Accountant  of  the  Navy,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to 

establish  this  o&ce,  received  -        -        -  8188 
title  altered,  and  the  bill  passed   -        -        •  2174 
Accounts  between  the  United  States  and  the  indi- 
vidua!  States ;  a  resolution  respecting  the 
balances  reported  to  be  due  by  the  individ- 
ual States,  laid  on  the  table    .        -       •  8087 
committed         ...---  8116 
reported   ---.-.-  8188 
a  bill  in  pursuance  of  the  report,  reported  and 

committed 2178 

passed «178 

rejected  by  the  Senate        .        -        -       -  8185 
Acts  of  Limitation,  report  respecting  the  expedi- 
ency of  exempting  certain  claims  from  the 
operation  of  the  acts  of  limitation,  commit- 
ted.       -.-'--^ 
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630 

fl37 
638 
642 


Acta  of  Limiution — continued. 

debate  thereon  -         -         _         * 

report  From  the  Secretary  of  War  on  the  sul>- 

ject,  TpceiTcU  -         *         -         . 

rififlolutions  reported  by  the  commiite*!  - 
agreed  to  -  -        .        .        ^ 

Addfeaa,  the  Preaident'a*  at  the  opening  of  tltr 
aion      ---_,* 
motion  for  preparing  an  utiswur  - 
agreed  tij  ^ 

committee  appointed  to  prepare  it 
report  of  the  committee      -     '  f 

debated .     645 

agreed  to 647 

answer  presented — President's  re^y    -        -    668 
Addresses  approving  the  course  of  the  President  in 

the  negotiations  with  France  152«,  1654,  1630, 

1682 
Adjournment,  resolution  proposing  to  adjourn  on 

the  14th  of  June,  laid  on  the  table  -        -  1840 

negatived         - 1864 

resolution  for  appointing  a  committee  to  report 
a  time  proper  for  adjourning,  laid  on  the 

table 1876 

debated     ----...  1^77 

agreed  to,  and  the  committee  appointed        .  1878 
report  of  die  committee      -        -        -        -  1926 

agreed  to  ------        .  2033 

resolution  fcr  adjourning  on  the  2d  of  July, 

laid  on  the  table 2033 

amendment  of  the  t^enate  altering  the  time  to 

the  16th  of  July,  agreed  to        -        -        -2139 
the  adjournment        -        .        -        .        .  2 1 86 
AJiens,  resolution  forbidding  aliens  holding  any 
oflSce  of  honor,  profit,  or  trust,  under  the 
United  States,  debated    -        -        -         -  1670 

canmitted I57] 

witbdmwii 1573 

resolution  for  the  removal  or  apprehension  of 
aliens,  natives  of  countries  at  war  with  the 
United  States,  committed 
resolution  instructing  the  committee  to  report 
what  measures  should  be  taken  to  remove 
aliens  and  seditious  persons,  laid  on  the 
table    --.-.. 

agreed  to 

a  bill  respecting  alien  enemies,  reported 
debated    - 

ordered  to  third  reading  -  -  -  .  .  1792 
further  debated  -  .....  1793 
bill  recsmmitted        .....  1796 

'^ported _  Ig96 

debated  -----..  2034 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  ...  2036 
passed  --.....  2049 
Senate  amendments  agreed  to  -  -  -  2088 
a.  bill  concerning  aliens,  received  from  the 

Senate  ----..  1396 

debated    -        -        .        .         1973^  1993^  2006 
passed     ----..         .  2028 
Alexander,   William,  report  on  the  petition  o^ 

agreed  to 845 

bill  for  his  relief  reported   -        .        -        .    864 

PMsed -        -  1043 

Allen,  Mr.,  of  Connecticut,  on  the  Quaker  memo- 

rial 662 

on  the  Acts  of  Limitation  .      709,  710,  716 

on  the  bill  for  the  protection  of  commerce     -    774 


-  1631 


1726 
1771 
1773 
1786 


ntwn^  Mr. — continued.  Page. 

031  the  foreign  intercouree  bill  -  .  -  854 
im  relations  with  France  1367,  1358,  1360,  1368, 

2118 
on  the  bill  for  the  protection  of  the  trade  of 

the  United  States  -        -        -        .  1473,  1476 
on  the  NaturaliEation  law  .        -  1678,  1680 

on  the  bill  for  raising  a  provisional  army  -  1765 
on  the  bill  to  provide  arms  for  the  militia  -  1 933 
on  seditious  practices  ....  1970 

on  the  mcrease  of  the  Military  Establishment  2089, 

2090,  2091 
on  the  bill  for  the  punishment  of  crimes       -  2093 
Amendments.     (See  CoruiUuiion.) 
American  seamen,  report  on  the  operation  of  the 

act  for  relief  and  protection  of,  committed      629 

debated 655 

committee  appointed  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of        >        -        -        -        -        -    768 

bill  reported      ......    809 

amendments  proposed        .        -        .        -  1035 
bill  recommitted        .....  1068 

resolution  for  appointing  a  committee  to  re- 
port what  further  measures  are  necessary 
to  enable  the  President  to  afibrd  to  those 
detained  in  foreign  countries  the  means  of 
returning  home      .....  1688 

Answer  to  the  President's  Speech.  (See  Jiddresi.) 
Appropriations,  report  on  the  subject  of  appropria- 
tions for  the  year  seventeen  hundred  and 
ninety-eight    ....     785,  789,  818 

a  bill  making  partial  appropriations  for  the 
year  seventeen  hundred  and  ninety  eight, 
reported        .-----     797 

passed -     801 

a  bill  providing  for  the  civil  expenses  of  the 
Government  for  the  year  seventeen  hun- 
.  dred  and  ninety.eig^t,  reported  and  com- 
mitted   880 

reported    .......    846 

bill  making  appropriations  for  the  service  of 
the  year  seventeen  hundred  and  ninety- 
eight,  reported       -        -        -        -        - 

ordered  to  be  engrossed       ... 


908 

1030 

1031 

bill  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of 

the  new  regiment  of  artillery  and  engineers  1899, 

1978 
passed      .......  2005 

a  bill  making  certain  additional  appropria- 
tions, passed  .....  3176 

Armed  vessels,  instructions  to  commanders  of      -  1788 

laid  on  the  table 1784 

debated 1797 

committed 1818 

reported  -...---  1813 
a  bill  to  authorize  the  President  to  accept 
such  armed  vessels  as  may  be  offered  for 
the  public  service  .....  1938 
Arms  and  ammunition,  a  bill  to  continue  the  act 

to  prohibit  the  exportation  of,  reported      -  1240 
ordered  to  third  reading     -        -        -        -  1276 

P»»ed 1286 

Army,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  authorise  the 
President  to  raise  a  provisional  army,  de- 
lated            .        .  1526 

committed        -        -  ^    -        .  (^-QQi  1648 
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House  Proce^ings  and  Debates, 


Army — continued.  Page. 

Committee  of  the  Whole  discharged,  and  the 

bill  referred  to  a  select  committee     -        -  1561 
reported   .......  1594 

debated 1681,  1701 

ordered  to  the  third  reading  -  -  -  177O 
passed  -.-...-  1772 
a  bill  supplementary  to  the  ab^e,  reported  -  1916 

debated 1933,1939 

passed .  1954 

a  resolution  respecting  the  expediency  of  aug- 
meniiog  the  provisional  army,  laid  on  the 

table 2084 

committed         ......  2128 

a  bill  to  augment  the  United  States  Army, 
reported  -        -        -        -  -        -  2114 

debated 2129 

(See,  also,  MiUtary  EsiablUhment,) 

Articles  of  Imppachment  of  William  Blount       -    948 

Artillerists  and  engineers,  resolution  for  raising  an 

additional  corps  of  ....  1383 

debated 1402 

agreed  to  and  a  bill  ordered         ...  1412 

bill  reported 1413 

debited 1415 

ordered  to  the  third  reading  ...  1426 
passed 1427 

Arts.     (See  Useful  Arts.) 

Attorney  General,  resolution  for  granting  him  the 

franking  privilege 828 

bill  for  that  purpose,  reported  -  -  -  981 
amended  and  oitlered  to  the  third  reading.  -  1033 
passed 1034 

Aupoix,  Pierre,  report  on  the  petition  of,  consid- 
ered      1414 

a  bill  for  his  relief  reported  -  -  -  1426 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        ...  1522 

THISD  SKlSIOir. 

Accounts.     (See  Baiances.) 

Address,  the  President's,  at  the  opening  of  the 

session 2420 

c(unmittee  appointed  to  prepare  an  answer  -  2425 
answer  reported         ....        -  2437 

presented 2442 

President's  reply  .....  2442 
Alien  and  sedition  laws,  resolution  authoriziog  the 
Secretary  of  State  to  cause  to  be  published 
and  dis  ributed  a  certain  number  of  copies 
of  the  acts  <*  respecting  alien  enemies," 
and  '*  in  addition  to  the  act  for  the  punish- 
ment of  certain  crimes,"  kid  on  the  table  2427 
taken  up  and  debated         -        -  2429,  2445 

negatived         -        -        -        -    *    -        -  2455 
petitions  and  addresses  for  the  rqieal  of  the 
laws  so  called,  presented  and  referred  2785, 2795, 
2807,  2906,  2907,  2934,  2955,  2959,  2985 
debate  on  the  reference  of  an  address  from 
Virginia,  praying  a  repeal  of  the  laws       -  2798 

referred 2802 

debate  on  the  reference  of  a  petition  from 
natives  of  Ireland  for  the  same  object      •  2884 

referred 2985 

debase  on  the  motion  to  discharge  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  from  said  petitions  and 
to  refer  them  to  a  select  committee   -        -  2885 
motion  carried  and  select  committee  appointed  2906 
debate  on  the  reference  of  an  address  from 
Pennsylvania 2957 


Alien  and  sedition  laws— continued.  Pagt. 

referred **^^ 

report  of  fte  select  conunittee  made  and  com- 

^tted «956 

debate  on  it      -        -        -        -        -        -  ^•W 

Aliens,  resolution  declaring  it  inexpedient  to  re- 
peal the  laws  of  last  session  respecting 

aliens -         -  *»W 

agreedto -  3002 

Allen,  Mr.,  of  Connecticut,  on  stamp  du'ies  -  2669 
on  usurpation  of  Executive  authori^  2593,  27d4 
on  the  motion  Uit  printing  the  despatdies  from 

the  American" Envoys  at  Paris  -  -  2729 
on  the  alien  and  sadition  laws  .  .  -  2800 
on  the  resolution  &r  expelling  Mr.  Lydd,  of 

Vermont,  from  the  House  .  -  -  2066 
on  the  bill  auUiorizing  a  detachment  from  the 

militia «»76 

Amendments.     (See  ConstQuttion.) 
American  seamen.     (See  Stamen.) 
Answer  to  President's  Speech.     (See  Addrtsa.) 
Appropriations,  a  bill  making,  for  the  year  seven- 
teen hundred  and  ninety -nine,  reported        -  2791 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        ...  2956 

passed 2978 

a  bill  making  additional  for,  reported      1799»  2986 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        ...  3021 
passed      .---,-.  3022 
Army,  bill  from  the  Senate  giving  eventual  au- 
thority to  the  President  to  augment  the 
Army,  explained  and  ccMnmitted      -        -  2926 

debate  on  it      - 3022 

Arnold  Thomas,  a  bill  for  his  relief;  reported      -  2956 
Assistant  Postmaster  General,  a  resolution  for  in- 
creasii-g  his  salary  agreed  to,  and  a  bill  for 
that  purpose  ordered  to  be  brought  in        -  3021 
bill  reported      -.-.--  3022 

FIRST  sxssios. 

Baldwin,  Mr.,  of  Georgia,  on  the  aotwer  to  the 

President's  Speedi  -        -         97,206,214 

on  defensive  measures        -        -        -     *i3,  267 

on  the  bill  for  defence  of  the  ports  and  har- 
bors of  the  United  States         -        -        ^    3i8 

on  the  bin  for  raising  an  additional  eorps  of 
artillery         ......     348 

on  stamp  duties         -        •        -        -        -    ^80 

on  additional  appropriations        -        -        •     438 
Bayard,  Mr.,  of  Delaware,  on  the  answer  to  the 

President's  Speech        -        -        -        -      218 

on  the  bill  for  the  defence  of  the  ports  and 
hartx>rs  of  the  United  States         -       318,  319 
Beckley,  John,  nominated  for  Clerk  of  the  House      61 

vote  for    ------         -62 

Blount,  Thomas,  of  North  Carolina,  on  &e  an- 
swer to  the  Presidrnt's  Speech        -        -    286 

on  defensive  measures         ...     288,  284 

requisition  for  militia  -----    298 

on  appointing  a  Conmiittee  of  Ways  and 
Means 297,  298 

on  the  bill  for  defence  of  the  porta  and  har- 
bors of  the  United  States         -        -        -    299 

on  the  bill  authorixing  a  detachment  from  the 
militia 836,  887,  838 

on  stamp  duties         -        -        -  401, 404 
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Blaunl,  ThoBttaa,  of  N.  Carotina— Boutin ue^l.  Page. 

a  letter  from  him  to  the  Speaker,  asking  to  be 
ezcoaed  from  voting  upon  the  resolution  re- 
lative to  the  impeachment  of  his  brother, 
William  Blount,  of  Tennessee         -        -'  458 
is  excused         -....-    459 
Bloonty  William,  Senator  from  Tennessee,  renolu- 

lution  for  impeaching  him,  reported  -        -     448 

"     agreed  to *    469 

resolution  for  appointing  a  committee  to  pre- 
pare articles  of  in4)eachment    -        •        -    463 
.     committee  appointed  -----    464 

proceedings  of  the  Senate  in*  relation  to  the 
impeachment  -        .        -        -        -    466 

(See,  also.  Index  to  jprfxudingB  of  the 
4    Senate.) 
Brent,  Mr.,  of  Virginia,  on  the  answer  to  the 

President's  Speech  -        -      207,  219,  229 

British  debts,  resolution  for  appointing  an  agent 
to  attend  to  the  iTiterests  of  American  citi- 
zens in  relation  to  the  settlement  of  -        -    268 
taken  up  -        -         -         -        -        -        -    29) 

referred  to  a  select  i ommittee       ...    292 
Brooks,  Mr.,  of  Ne^-  Vork,  on  the  answer  to  the 

President's  ?^I)eech  ...        -     109 

on  the  bill  to  prohibit  the  exportation  of  arms, 

&c. 248,  249,  261 

on  defeneivjc  measures         -        -      276,  288,  295 
on  the  bill,  for  defence  of  the  ports  and  bar-* 
bors  ofKhe  United  States      301,  303,  310,  311, 
312,  317.  318,  324 
on  the  falll  for  raising  an  additional  corps  of  ar- 

taierV 326,  845 

on  the  bill  to  aothorize  the  President  to  pro- 
vide .'galfeys  Or  small  vessels  for  the  public 
service-        ------     340 

on  th^  bill  hi  the  protection  of  the  trade  of 

the  .United  Sutes  -        -      363,  367,  869,  384 
on  sta^p  duties  -       387,  394,  399,  422,  427 

on  the/  imfpeachment  of  Wm.  Blount  456,  458,  463 

f  BSCOKD  sxssioir. 

Balancers  doe  by  the  individual  States.    (See  Ac- 

^    counts,) 
Baldwnn,  Mr.,  of  Georgia,  on  appointing  a  com- 
)  mittee  to  report  a  bill  to  establish  a  uniform 
^     system  of  bankruptcy 


644 
654 
712 
731 


771 


-     863 


y'      on  the  reference  of  the  President's  Speech     - 

^        on  the  acts  of  limitation      .... 

on  foreign  coins         -        - 

on  the  bill  for  the  protection  of  the  commerce 

of  the  United  States        .        .         -        - 

on  the  bill  providing  the  means  of  intercourse 

with  foreign  nations 
on  the  bill  for  the  settlement  of  limits  with 

Georgia         -        .        -        .  1279,  1304 

on  relations  with  France    .        -  1320,  1361 

on  the  bill  for  the  defence  of  the  porta  and 

harbors  of  the  United  States  -  -  -  1396 
on  the  bill  for  raising  a  provisional  army  -  1531 
letters  of  marque,  &c.  ....  1885 
seditious  practices  ....  -  1967 
on  the  hill  respecting  alien  enemies  -  -  2003 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  a  bill  for  the  punish- 
ment of  frauds  on,  received  -  -  -2033 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  ...  2038 
passed      .......  2049 


Page, 
BankXfiptcy,  motion  tor  appointing  a  comminee  to 
report  a  bill  to  provide  for  a  uniform  system 

of 643 

committee  appointed  .....  644 
number  of  the  committee  increased  -  -  692 
their  report        -----     786 

withdrawn 788 

again  presented 796 

committee  appointed  to  report  a  bill  -  -  797 
bill  reported  and  committed  ...     970 

Bayard,  Mr.,  of  Delaware^  on  the  answer  to  the 

President's  Speech  .        -        .     646,  647 

on  the  Quaker  memorial  -  -  •  664,  669 
on  the  report  on  the  petition  of  the  daughters 

of  the  late  Count  De  Grasse     -  -    794 

on  the  bill  providing  the  means  of  foreign  in- 

tercourse        -        -        -         .         -  893,  1218 
on  the  case  of  Griswold  and  Lyon  1064,  1065 

on  rules  of  the  House  -        -        -        -  1291 

on  relations  with  France  ....  1359 
on  presents  to  ministers  1583,  1586,  1689,  1795 
on  additional  revenue         -         -  1597,  1599 

on  the  naturalization  law  -  -  -  -  1 779 
on  the  bill  respecting  alien  enemies  17S6, 1788,  2003 
on  the  protection  of  commerce    -  1827,  1833 

on  the  defence  of  merchant  vessels  -  -  1904 
on  the  bill  to  provide  arms  for  the  militia  -  1931 
on  the  bill  supplementary  to  the  bill  to  raise 

a  provisional  army          -         1936,  1944,  1947 
on  seditious  practices          ....  1965 
on  the  abrogation  of  treaties        ...  3182 
on  the  bill  supplementary  to  the  bill  to  sus- 
pend commennal  intercourse  with  France  -  3197 
t>n  the  punishment  of  crimes       -        -        -2136 
Bills  of  credit,  report  on  the  petition  of  sundry  hold- 
ers ol^  debated        1349 

agreed  to-        -        -        -        .        -        -  1253 

Blount,  Thomas,  of  North  Carolina,  on  the  Qua- 
ker memorial         ....      666, 668 

on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  representatives 
of  deceased  officers  ....    811 

on  the  bill  for  defence  of  the  porta  and  harbors 
of  the  United  States        .        -  1394,  1396 

Blount,  William,  late  Senator  from  Tennessee,  re- 
port of  the  committee  appointed  at  the  last 
session  to  collect  evidence  to  substantiate 
the  charges  against  him  ....    673 

reading  of  documenta  referred  to  in  the  report    677 
the  report,  &c.,  laid  on  the  table         -        -    679 
resolution  directing  the  committee  appointed 
to  prepare  articles  of  impeachment,  and  to 
report  said  articles ....        -    809 

resolntion  laid  on  the  table  -        -        -     810 

motion  to  take  it  up  -        -        -        -        -    830 

motion  withdrawn      -        -        -        -        -    831 

renewed   -..-.--    887 
postponed         ......    839 

a  supplementary  report  fit>m  the  committee  •  847 
a  further  report  .         -        -        .        .    890 

the  articles  of  impeachment  reported    -        -    919 

debated 947 

managers  of  the  impeachment  appointed    953,  957 
the  articles  of  impeachment  sent  up  to  the 
Senate  -        -        -        -        -        -    969 

proceedings  of  the  Senate  in  the  ease,  received  1 143 
referred  to  a  select  conunittee  -  -  -  1 144 
resolutions  reported   -        -        -        .       ^.  1376 
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Blouoty  Wm.  of  TenDessee — continued.  Pagi. 

report  of  a  committee  of  conference  thereon  -  14lt 
resolution  received  from  the  Senate  in  relation 

to  altering  the  return  day  of  the  summons    1426 
another  report  on  the  case  -        -        -        -  1559 
(See,  also,  IruUx  to  proceedings  of  the 
Senate,) 
Breach  of  privilege  :  a  Committee  of  Privileges  ap  - 

pointed,  and  a  resolution  for  expelling  Mr. 

Lyon,  of  Vermont,  for  an  assault  upon  Mr. 

Griswold,  of  Connecticut,  referred  thereto     956 
the  committee  has  leave  to  sit  during  the  ses- 
sion of  the  House  -----    968 
a  letter  from  Mr  Lyon  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee   9Si9 

report  of  the  committee  -  •  -  -  96 1 
debate  on  it  -  -  -  964,  966,  969,  970 
a  motion  to  amend  the  resolution  reported  by 

the  committee        -----    996 

agreed  to 907 

a  letter  from  Mr.  Chipman,  of  Vermont,  to 

the  chairman  of  the  committee  '  -  -  999 
another  motion  to  amend  the  resolution        -  1003 

negatived 1008 

Tote  on  the  resolution  for  expelling  Mr.  Lyon  1008 
rejected,  two-thirds  not  concurring  -  -  1009 
the  testimony  in  the  case  -  -  1009  to  1026 
narrative  of  Mr.  Lyon  -  *  -  -  1025 
a  second  fracas  between  Messrs.  Griswold  and 

Lyon 1034 

a  report  thereon 1048 

Bient,  Mr.,  of  Virginia,  on  the  bill  to  provide  the 

means  of  intercourse  with  foreign  nations  •  899 
on  the  bill  for  the  protection  of  the  trade  of  the 

United  States 1474 

on  the  bill  for  raising  a  provisional  army         1637, 

1673,  1679 
on  the  memorial  of  Captain  Magnien's  grena- 

adier  company        -        -        -  1709,  1719 

on  the  protection  of  commerce     -        -         -  1829 
Brooks,  Mr.,  of  New  York,  on  the  President's 

Speech 664 

on  acts  of  limitation  -  -  -  708,  71 1,  713 
on  the  bill  for  the  piotection  of  commerce  -  767 
on  the  report  on  the  petition  of  the  daughters 

of  Count  De  Grasse  -  -  -  -  793 
on  the  resolution  for  expelling  Mr.  Lyon  -  1 008 
his  testimony,  in  the  case  of  Griswold  and 

Lyon 1014 

on  relations  with  France  1324,  1366,  1360,  1363 
on  the  bill  providing  for  the  defence  of  the 

ports  ardharborsofthe  United  States  1396,  1398 
on  the  bill  for  raising  an  additional  corps  of 

artUlery 1408 

on  the  bUI  for  the  purchase  of  cannon,  dtc.   1437, 

1438 
on  the  bill  for  the  protection  of  the  trade  of  the 

United  States         -        -        -  1463,  1473 

on  the  bill  for  raising  a  providonal  army  1654, 1 697, 

1760,  1769 
on  the  bill  supplementary  to  the  above  1943,  1948 
on  the  memorial  of  Captain  Magnien's  g^ren- 

adier  company       -        -        -  1709,  1721 

Brown,  Obadiah,  a  bill  for  relief  o^  reported        -  1453 
ordered  to  the  third  reading         -        -        .  1522 
Bryan,  Colonel  Nathan,  of  South  Carolina,  his 

death  announced  -  -  -  -  .  1867 
lesoltttions  of  respect,  dec  -        -  -  1868 


?•«•. 


THIBD  BXS8I0H. 


Bial,  a  bill  for  the  security  of,  in  cotain  cases,  re- 
ceived -        -         ....        -3017 
Balavtees  due  by  the  individual  States,  a  resolution 

i^pecting  the,  laid  on  the  table  .  -  34J8 
agreed  to,  and  a  bill  ordered  -  -  -  3441 
bill  orisred  to  be  engrossed  .        -        -  249S 

passed     - a4»» 

amendmeMs  of  the  Senate  considered  *       -  28S0 
report  of  a  committee  of  conference  laid  on  the 

table WW 

amendments  ooDcurred  in  -        -        .        -  J884 
Bddwin,  Mr. ,  of  Geoi^ia,  on  usurpation  of  Exec- 
utive authority        .        -        2622,  2626,  26W 
on  the  remonstranca.of  Georgia  2646^  3548^ 

Bankruptcy,  committee  kipoint^  to  report  a  bill 

to  establish  an  uniN|-m  system  of,  .  -  3436 
bill  reported      -        .        .        -         -        -  2441 

debated 24W 

amendments  submitted  ...  -  2489 
debated    .    2652,  2656,  2577,  2682,  2649,  2656 

bill  rejected 2677 

Bayard,  Mr.,  of  Delaware,  on  stan^  duties  2560,  2566 

on  the  bankrupt  law  -        .        2579,  2582,  2656 

on  usurpation  of  Executive  authority  2585,  2588, 

2691,  2603,  2709 

on  the  motion  for  printing  the  despatches  from 

the  American  Envoys  at  Paris  1  .  .  2782 
on  the  bill  to  suspend  commercial  intercourse 

with  France  -        •     \  '       '  ^'^^ 

on  the  alien  and  sedition  laws  289^^,  2893,  2903 
on  increase  of  salaries  ....  2938 
on  the  resolution  for  expelling  Mr.  Lyon  2959,  2966 
on  increase  of  the  Army     -  ^^  3034,  8038 

Blount,  William,  (late  Senator  from  TennaMce,) 
a  vacancy  in  the  committee  cf  impeaelament 
of,  filled        ....         J        -2440 
the  House  informed  of  the  return  of  thai  sum- 
mons issued  by  the  Senate       .         . »      -  2441 
House  informed  of  the  failure  of  the  accused 
to  appear,  and  of  the  readiness  of  the  Sfen- 
ate  to  proceed  with  the  impeachment      \  .  3457 
report  from  the  managers  of  the  impeachmemt, 
requesting  further  time  for  preparing  thenr 
proceedings  .....         y  2458 
resolution  requesting  the  Senate  to  take  mea-  'N 
sures  for  compelling  the  attendance  of  the       y 
accused  laid  over    .....  2469 
taken  up  and  debated        ....  2471 

negatived  - 3485 

rules  for  conducting  the  impeadiment  received*  2479 
motion  directing  the  managers  to  pr^  ceed,  not- 
withstanding the  absence  of  the  accused    .  2485 

negatived 2487 

the  plea  of  the  defendant's  counsel  received  .  2490 

committed 2492 

replication  of  the  House  ....  2551 
adjournment  of  the  House  to  enable  the  man- 

agers  to  attend  the  trial  -        -  2564,  3648 

the  House  informed  of  the  decision  of  the 
court  dismissing  the  impeachment  .        -  2648 
(See,  also,  ind^  to  proceedings  of  Senate,) 
Boon  Island,  a  bill  to  authorize  the  erection  of  a 

beacon  on,  reported  .  -  -  -  3956 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  ...  2974 
passed 298^ 
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Brace,  Mr. ,  of  Connecticut,  on  usurpation  of  execu- 
tive authority         -        -        -        -         _  263' 
on  the  bill  to  suspend  commercial  intercoms 
with  France-        -        .        -        -        -  <'77i 
Brocks,  Mr.,  of  New  York,  on  the  bill  vesting  tly 
power  of  retaliation  in  the  President  of  f^^ 
United  States  in  certain  cases  -    «    .^08,2910 
on  increase  of  salaries        -        .  -  29S5 

C. 

VimST  SESSIOK 

Champlin,  Mr.  of  Rhode  Island,  on  dufensive  mca- 

gurcH    -        .         .        -        -         -     n5,  276 
Chaplain,  ckctal     -        -         -        •         .-        -      69 
Chaplains,  ^ evolution  for  appointtusot  of     '        -      63 
China  and  Tiulm,  memorial  IJnain  awrc^aoll  enoiagt^J 
in  th''  trnJc  ivUh.   iwmtf  &£  a  saapGnt-ion  of 


'sommitu-ii      -     263 
'dioij  of  Clerk  -      61 

-  :^50,  353 

-  :i99,  415 


62 


51 
52 


duties  !■!]  ivliirr 
Claibome,  T  ,  itf^  ir- 
on eXpor(Lttu<ii 
on  staxtijt  du'i 
Clazton,  TJujMiiw,  -IfCfr     h 
Clerk  of  the  HijujH*  Wi'-      j  ■  ^ 
ofn<»[[iirritir]tj-!!ii- "ffit^eF 
electioii  ii  .        .        _        ,        . 

Cochran,  Mi      l  Ncy.   Vgrk  ^ii^  the  bill  for  the-  dc* 
fenci.'  Mi  iHe  |H>fii*ifiil  hartwra  uf  the  Uni- 
ted Sutee      ------     318 

on  stamp  duties         -----     388 

Coit,  Mr.,  of  Connectioit,  on  appointing  a  commit- 
tee on  uDfinisbed  business        -         -        60,61 
on  the  answer  to  the  President's  Speech      135,  193 
194,  198,  209,  211 
oh  defensive  measures         -  -        -    257 

on  the  bill  for  the  protection  of  the  trade  of  the 

United  SUtes         ...        -     369,  376 
on  stamp  duties         -        •       389,  394,  416,  430 
CoUaction.     (^ee  Revenue.) 
Commerce,  resolution  calling  on  the  President  for 
a  repprt  of  the  depredations  committed  on 
American  commerce  since  Oct.  1st  1796  -     290 

agreed  t'r^ -    291 

messatfo  and  other  docuirents  in  answer  thereto    357 
(^,  also,  Thtde. 
Condy,  J/>nathan,  W.,  elected  Clerk  of  the  House      62 
Congrea'B,  a  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  the 
SrfnatB  on  the  laws  of  last  session  fixing  the 
/'  time  for  the  next  meeting  of    -         -        -     377 
the  Senate  refuse  the  conference  -        .        -     387 
a  bill  fixing  the  time  for  the  next  meeting  of; 
received  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  -    408 

Conssis  and  Vice  Consuls,  a  bill  concerning  them 

passed  -----.-     144 

SXCOHD  SBSSIOH. 

Canada  and  Nova  Scotia.     (See  Refugee*.) 
Cannon,  arms,  Ac  ,  resolution  for  appropriating 

money  for  the  purchase  of,      -        -        -  1 384 

agreed  to,  and  a  bill  ordered        -        -        -  1414 

a  bill  reported 1426 

debated 1427 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        -        -        -  1439 

passed      -       4» 1440 

Cintriil,  Stephen,  report  on  the  petition  of,  con- 
sidered             1532 

Carmichael,  William,  report  on  the  petition  for 

relief  of  the  widow  o(  committed     -        -  629 

debated    -        - 648 


I 


Ctrmichaei,  William— continued.  Page, 

committee  appointed  to  report  a  bill  to  authorize 

a  settlement  of  the  accounts  of  -        -        -     649 
a  bill  tor  the  relief  of  the*  widow  of,  reported     676 

debated 690 

recommitted      -        -        -        -         -        -691 

new  bill  reported        -----    71i 

debated 716 

ordered  to  be  engrossed      .        -        -        -    717 

passed 723 

resolution  respecting  a  settlement  of  the  ac- 
counts of  the  late,  agreed  to,  and  a  bill  for 
that  purpose  ordered         -        -        -        -  1276 
a  bill  making  appropriations  to  pay  a  balance 

due  the  legal  represenUtives  of,  reported  -  1285 
ordered  to  the  third  reading         -        -        -  1296 

passed 1297 

Carpenter,  Thomas,  petition  of,  praying  the  aid  of 
Congress  in  his  undertaJiing  of  publishing 
the  debates,  committed    -        -        -         -     671 
report  made  and  agreed  to  -        -        -        -     687 
Census,  a  bill  to  provide  for  the  enumeration  of  the 

inhabitants  of  the  United  States,  reported  -  1897 

passed 2005,2034 

Champlin,  Mr.,  of  Rhode  Island,  on  foreign  coins  -  766 
on  the  case  of  Griswold  and  Lyon  -  -  974 
his  testimony  in  the  above  case  -  .  -  1022 
on  stamp  duties  -----  1072 
on  the  naturalization  laws  ...  -  1569 
Chaplains,  resolution  for  appointment  of,  received  -     680 

debated 634 

agreed  to-        -        -        -         -        --    635 

Chapman,   John,   of  Pennsylvania,   on    foreign 

coins -        -    720 

Cherokee  Expedition,  committee  appointed  to  re- 
port a  bill  for  paying  the  mihtia  who  served 
in  the  expedition  of  1794  against  the  Cher- 
okees   -        -         -----  1524 

bill  reported 1626 

ordered  to  the  third  reading         .        -        .  1568 

passed 1660 

Cherokees.     (See  Indians.) 
Chipman,  Nathaniel,  (Senator  from  Vermont,)  a 
letter  from  him  to  the  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee in  the  case  of  Messrs.  Griswold  and 

Lyon 999 

his  testimony  in  the  above  ca«e   .        -        -  1022 
Claiborne  Thomas,  of  Virginia,  on  the  foreign  in- 
tercourse bill  -        -        -        •        -1116 
on  the  bill  for  raising  an  additional  corps  of 

artillery 1426 

on  the  bill  for  protection  of  the  trade  of  the 

United  States 1608 

on  the  bill  for  establishing  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment   -.---.-  1648 
on  direct  taxes  -  -        -1924,2066 

on  the  bill  supplementary  to  the  bill  for  rais- 
ing a  provisional  army  -  -  -  -  1944 
on  the  bill  respecting  alien  enemies  -  -  1990 
on  the  increase  of  the  anny  ...  2181 
on  the  punidmient  of  crimes  -  -  -  2133 
Claiborne,  W.  C.  C,  of  Tennessee,  on  land  titles 

in  Tennessee  -        -        -    814,  817 

on  the  foreign  intercourse  bill    -        -  916,  1207 
his  testimony   in  the  case  of  Messrs.   Gris- 
wold and  Lyon      ...        -        -  1060 
on  the  bill  for  the  purchase  of  cannon,  &c.  1488 
on  presents  to  Ministers   -        -  1584,  1687 
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Claiborne,  W.  C.  C,  of  Tenn — oontmued.  Pi^. 

on  the  bill  Ibr  raising  a  provisional  army  1 651  176^ 
on  the  naturalization  law  -  -  -  -  1781 
on  the  instructions  to  armed  vessels  -  -  1801 
on  the  bill  to  suspend  commercial  intercourse 

with  France 1866 

on  letters  of  marque,  &c.    -        -        .        .  1882 
on  direct  taxes  -        -        •         1895,1918,   1922 
on  the  bill  for  the  protection  of  the  com- 
merce of  the  United  States      .         -        -2073 
on  the  increase  of  the  arm  J        -        -        -2131 
on  the  punishment  of  crimes       -        •         •  2135 
'Dlatms,  a  committee  of,  appointed      .        -        .    627 
Claims  against  the  United  States,  a  bill  limiting 
the  time  witbin  which  claims  for  credit  on 
the  books  of  the  Treasury  may  be  present- 
ed for  allowance,  reported  -        -  1116 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        -  -  1246 

passed 1248 

Clark,  Lucy,  rep<Mrt  on  the  petition  of       -        -     952 

a  bill  for  relief  o^,  reported        -        -        -     957 

ClariL,  Glenertl,  of  (Georgia,  committee  appointed  to 

inquire  into  the  subject  of  a  letter  written 

by  him  to  the  Spanish  Consul  at  Savannah, 

f      on  the  subject  of  proposals  hostile  'o  the 

United  States  Government       -        -        -    962 
report  of  the  committee      ....  1559 
Clerk  of  the  House,  resolution  authorizing  him  to 

employ  an  additional  engrossing  cl^-        -  2175 
Ckvks,  report  from  the  Secretary  of  War  asking 

for  additional,  committed        ...    804 
report  on  the  subject  of  the  salaries  of,         -    957 
a  bill  to  revive  and  continue  the  act  respect- 
ing the  compensat'on  o^  reported    -        -  1274 
ordered  to  the  third  reading         ...  1385 

passed 1296 

amendments  of  the  Senate  comm'tted  -  1440 

disagreed  to      -----        -  1554 

the  Senate  insist        -        -        -        -        -  1 568 

the  House  adhere      .        .         .        .        ^  1582 

Coal  mines,  petition  of  sundry  citizens  of  Virginia 
asking  encouragement  to  their  collieries, 
presented  and  committed         -        -     918,  919 
report  on  it-        -        -        -        -        -98 1 

Coins.     (See  Foreign  Cains.) 

Coit,  Mr.,  of  Connecticut,  on  encouragement  to 

the  useful  arts 628 

on  appointing  a  committee  to  report  a  bank-  ^ 
rupt  law        -        -        -        -         -         -  '  644 

on  the  acts  of  limitation     ....    710 

on  the  case  of  Messrs.  Griswold  and  Lyon  995, 

996,  1002 
his  testimony  in  the  above  case    ...  1020 
on  stamp  duties         .....  io70 

on  the  foreign  intercourse  bill      ...  1098 
on  the  naturalization  law    -        -        -         .  1782 
on  cooopensation  to  collectors      -        -        -  1858 
on  letters  of  marque,  6k.  -         -        -        -1882 

Collectors,  a  bill  to  regulate  the  compensation  o^ 

reported        ------  1812 

debated 1856 

reported   ---..-•  1869 
ordered  to  the  third  reading         ...  1371 

passed 1875 

amendments  agreed  to  -         2133,  2139 

CoHege  of  Physicians  of  Philadelphia,  a  letter  from 
the  President  of  this  institution,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  contagious  diseases,  laid  on  the  table    927 


Pige. 

Commerce,  debate  on  the  motion  for  giving  leave 
to  the  committee  on  measures  for  the  pro- 
tection of  commerce  to  report  by  bUl  or  oth- 
wise     .        . 
•»ave  granted    ..---- 
a  b^ll  for  the  protection  of  commerce  r^>orted 
furtii^  reports  front  the  committee  840,  1245, 
a  bill  ib  addition  to  the  bill  for  the  more  effic- 
tual  pi^>tection  of  the  commerce  and  coasts 
of  the  Ihiited  States  received    ... 
committed        -        -        .        .         -        - 

reported   -        - 

debated    -        - 1815 

passed S034 

a  bUl  for  the  fur^er  protection  of,   reported,  8058 
debated 2064 


698 
700 
764 
1383 


1798 
1813 
1813 


627 


764 
801 
841 


2178 
809 

846 
1029 

2132 


Commerce  and  Manufactures,  a  committee  on,  ap- 
pointed - 

Commisionerof  the  Revenue,  tef^olution  for  appoint- 
ing a  committee  to  report  on  the  expediency 
of  abolishing  the  office  of,  laid  on  the  table 
agreed  to  and  the  committee  appointed 
their  report        -        -        .        -        . 
agreed  to-        -         -        -        -        -         -842 

Congress,  a  bill  to  authorize  the  President  to  post- 
pone the  meeting  of,  in  c^rtaili  cases,  report- 
ed and  debated 736 

bill  lost 739 

a  bill  to  alter  the  time  for  the  next  meeting  of, 
debated         .        -        -        . 
Constitution,  amendment  ratified  by  Kentucky    - 
a  message  en  the  subject  of  amendments  refiar- 

red  to  a  select  conmiittee 
smeodment  ratified  by  Virginia  - 
propositions  of  amendment  to,  laid  on  the 

table 

Consuls,  report  respecting  the  reimbumement  of 
money  advanced  by  consuls  in  foreign  coun- 
tries            ;-        -  1031 

debated -        -  1275 

bill  reported  ....  ^.  .  1297 
ordered  to  be  engrossed       -        -         -^        -  1372 

passed ,      -  3175 

Contested  election      {See  Butherford,  Roberta) 
Contested  elections,  resolutions  respecting  the  mode 

of  taking  evidence  in  cases  of,  committed  •  639 
debated  ----..-682 
referred  to  a  select  committee      ...    68f 

reported 735 

a  bill  reported  .  -  -  .  -  -  741 
amended  ..----.764 
recommitted      ------    776 

reported  - 801 

passed 819 

Continental  securities.    (See  Acts  of  Limitation, ) 
Cotton  goods,  committee  on  manu&ctures,  dte.  in- 
structeid  to  report  on  the  expediency  of  en- 
couraging the  printing  of 
Countervailing  duties,  resolution  requesting  diej 
President  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the. 
House  a  copy  of  the  actof  Ae  British  Par- 
liament countervailing  the  duties  laid  by  the 
United  States  upon  foreign  vessels,  dcc^-» 
laid  on  the  table 
Coxe,  Tench,  late  commissioner  of  Ae  Revenue,  a 

letter  from     -        •        -        -        -        -775 


1040 


-    M6 
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Page. 
Craik,  Mr.,  of  Maryland,  on  the  foreign  inter- 
course bill     911 

on  stamp  duties 1072 

on  the  bill  for  raising  a  provisional  army  -  1 534 
on  the  military  appropriation  bill  -        -  1557 

on  the  natural izition  law  -  .  -  .  1779 
on  the  bin  for  the  protection  of  commerce  -  1832 
on  the  punishment  of  crimes        -  -2113 

on  abrogation  of  treaties     -        -        -        -2125 
Crimes  against  the  United  States,  debate  on  the 
motion  to  reject  the  bill  from  the  Senate  in 
addition  to  the  act  for  the  punishment  of 

certain 2093 

motion  negatived       -         -        -        -        -  2113 
a  motion  to  discharge  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  from  further  consideration  of  the 

bll,  negatived 2114 

further  debate  on  the  bill    -        -  2133,2139 

bill  passed         - 2171 

(See,  also,  Sedition,  Treason,  and  Exeeu- 
tivt  Autliority.) 
Crowell,  Sylvanus,  a  bill  for  r?lief  of,  reported  and 

committed     ------  1036 

ordered  to  the  third  reading  -  .  .  1245 
passed 1248 

THIBD  SESSIOir. 

Census,  committee  instructed  to  report  a  bill  for 

the  enumeration  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 

United  States 2467 

bill  reported 2458 

debated,  and  ordered  to  the  thfrd  reading      -  2492 

passed      - 2492 

the  Senate  amendments  committed      -        -  2722 

negatived  -        ...         -  2726,  2764 

Champlm,  Mr.,  of  Rhode  Island,  on  stamp  duties  2657, 

2558,  2562 
on  the  biH  to  suspend  commercial  intercourse 

witk  France 2773,2781 

on  the  bill  vesting  the  power  of  retaliation  in 

the  President  in  certain  cases  •  -  -  2911 
on  the  bill  to  authorize  the  capture  of  French 

armed  vessels  .....  2929 
on  thanks  to  tlie  Speaker   -        •        -        -  3054 

Chaplain  elected 2426 

Claiborne,  W.  C.  C,  of  Tennessee,  on  the  alien 

and  sedition  laws  -        -        -  2449,  2897 

on  the  resolution  for  distributing  copies  of  the 

Constitution  •  -  -  2458,  2460,  2465 
on  usurpation  of  Executive  authority  -  -  2590 
on  the  resolution  for  printing  the  despatches 

from  the  American  Envoys  at  Paris  -  -  2732 
on  the  bill  to  suspend  commercial  in'ercourse 

with  France 2788 

on  the  bill  authorizing  the  capture  of  French 

armed  vessels  .....  2939 
on  the  bill  authorizing  a  detachment  from  the 

miUtia 2980,2984 

on  the  increase  of  the  army  •  3037,  3040 

Ciaibome,  T.,  of  Virginia,  on  usurpation  of  Exe- 
cutive authority    .....  2702 

rules  of  the  House 2729 

on  the  alien  and  sedition  laws  ...  2800 
on  the  increase  of  the  army  -  -  3032, 3040 
Claims,  a  committee  of,  appointed  ...  2424 
Clerks,   resolution   respecting  the  compensation 

of 2666 


Page. 
Clerks,  a  bill  to  regulate  and  fix  the  compensation 

of,  reporred   -----.  2740 

recommitted 2807 

new  bill  leported 2817 

passed 2927 

Clopton,  Mr.,  of  Virginia,  on  amendments  to  the 
bill  authorizing  a  detachment  from  the  mi- 
litia        -  3053 

Collectors,  a  bill  to  establish  the  compensation  of, 

reported 2832 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        -        -        -  2916 

passed -        •  2919 

Commerce  and  manufactures,  committee  on,  ap- 
pointed          2425 

Congress,  Senate  bill  for  altering  the  time  for  the 

next  meeting  of,  rejected  .  -  -  3065 
Connecticut,  a  bill  to  accept  the  cession  from  this 
State,  of  the  territory  called  the  «  Western 
Reserve  of  Connecticut, "  received,  and  post- 
poned to  the  next  session  -  -  •  3017 
Constitution,  resolution  for  distributing,  gratis, 
throughout  the  country  a  number  of  copies 
of  the  Constitution  and  amendments,  laid 

on  the  table 2456 

taken  up  and  debated         .        -        -        .  2458 
referred  to  a  select  committee      -        -        .  2465 
a  resolution  proposing  an  amendment  in  rela- 
tion to  the  mode  of  electing  the  President 
and  Vice  President,  laid  on  the  Uble        -  2919 
motion  to  refer  it  to  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
negatived      ......  3045 

Craik,  Mr.,  of  Maryland,  on  the  alien  and  sedition 

laws 2462 

on  the  resolution  for  distributing  copies  of  the 

Constitution 2463 

on  the  impeachment  of  William  Blount       -  2486 
on  the  bankrupt  law  -        -        -        -        >  2578 
on  the  resolution  for  printing  the  despatches 
from  the  American  Envoys  at  Paris          •  2736 
Crimes  against  the  United  States,  a  bill  for  the 
punishment  of  certain,  therein  specified,  re- 
ported  2665 

debated 2588 

ordered  to  third  reading,  and  further  debated  2599, 
2626,  2677,  2682,  2686 

passed 2721 

resolution  declaring  it  inexpedient  to  repeal  the 
act  of  last  session,  for  the  punishment  of 
certain  crimes  against  the  United  States,  re- 
ported        -  2992 

agreed  to  ------  3016 

D. 

FIB  ST  sxssioir. 
Dana,  Mr.,  of  Connecticut,  on  the  answer  to  the 

President's  Speech  -  -  212,226,236 
on  defensive  measures  ....  %%% 
on  the  bill  for  raising  an  additional  corps  of 

artilleiy 329 

on  the  biU  for  protection  of  the  trade  of  the 

United  States 366 

on  the  impeachment  of  William  Blount     452,  458 

Dayton,  Jonathan,  of  New  Jersey,  elected  Speaker      60 

his  remarks  on  taking  the  Chair  -        -        •      61 

on  the  answer  to  the  Prendent's  Speech  109,  198, 

199,  202 
on  defensive  measures  242,  280,  281, 282 
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DaytoD,  Speaker,  of  N.  Jersey— continued.  Page, 

on  ihe  bill  to  prevent  the  exportation  of  arms, 

&c. 248,250,252 

on  the  bill  for  defence  of  the  ports  and  harbors 

of  the  United  States  350,  303,  304,  309, 

311,  312 
on  the  bill  to  authorize  a  detachment  from  the 

militia 337,  338 

on  the  resolution  to  authorize  the  President  to 

provide  galleys  for  defence  of  the  coast  of 

the  United  States 340 

on  the  bill  for  raiabg  an  additional  corps  of 

artillery 346 

on  exportation  ......     353 

on  the  bill  for  protection  of  the  iradd  of  the 

United  States        ....      362,364 
on  stamp  duties        .        -        .        .      410,412 
on  the  impeachment  of  William  Blount        -    456 
Defensive  measures,  resolutions  providing  for  the 

nat'onal  defence    .....    239 
Dennis,  Mr.,  of  Maryland,  on  the  answer  to  ihe 

President's  Speech  -        -         -      152,  215 

on  stamp  duties         .....     388 

Doorkeeper  elected 52 

Dunn,  Thomas,  elected  assistant  doorkeeper        -      52 
Duties,  a  bill  to  suspend,  in  part,  the  operation  of 

the  act  of  last  session,  for  raising  money  by 

certain  additional  duties,  reported    -        -    306 
rejected    .......     315 

a  bill  laying  a  stamp  duty  on  vellum,  parch- 
ment, and  paper,  reported        -        -        -331 

debated 387 

passed 433 

resolution  for  laying  on  additional  duty  on 

salt,  reported         .....    333 

negatived-        ......    336 

another  resolution  for  laying  an  additional  duty 

on  salt,  laid  on  the  table  ....    440 

taken  up 441 

agreed  to 443 

bill  pursuant  thereto,  reported     -        -        -    444 

passed 446 

a  bill  laying  a  duty  on  licenses  for  the  sale  of 

wines  by  retail,  and  also  fordgn  distilled 

spirits,  reported      .....    341 

debated 386 

ordered  to  be  engrossed  ....  387 
a  motion  to  recommit  it  -  -  -  -  390 
bill  passed 391 

SBcosn  sEssioir. 

Dana,  Mr.,  of  Connecticut,  on  giving  leave  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Protection  of  Commerce, 
to  report  by  bill  -  -  -  -  -  698 
on  the  acts  of  limitation  -  -  -  -  709 
on  the  bill  for  the  protection  of  commerce  770, 2075 
on  naval  expenditures  ....  835 
on  the  foreign  intercourse  bill  -  -  -  883 
on  the  case  of  Messrs.  Griswold  and  Lyon     1006, 

1065 
his  testimony  in  the  above  case  -  -  -  1018 
on  relations  with  France  1253,  1262,  1330,  1362 
on  the  bill  for  the  purchase  of  cannon,  &c.  -  1431 
on  the  bill  for  protection  of  the  trade  of  the 

United  SUtcs         ...  1474,  1501 

on  the  bill  for  raising  a  provisional  army  1527,  1 637, 

1704,  1757 
on  the  naturalization  law    ....  1580 


Dana,  Mr.,  of  Connecticut— continued.  Page- 

on  additional  revenue        ....  1599 
on  the  memorial  of  Captain  Magnien's  gren- 
adier company        ....  1710, 1790 
on  letters  of  marque  .        .         -        -        .   1886 
on  the  defence  of  merchant  vessels  -     1900,  1910, 

1915 

on  the  bill  supplementary  to  the  bill  to  raise  a 

provisional  army     -         -        .1937,  1942,  1953 

^  on  seditious  practices  -        -        -        -  1 969 

on  the  bill  to  authorize  a  loan    ...  2040 

on  the  punishment  of  crimes       -        -        -  2111 

on  the  abrogation  of  treaties  2 1 2 1,  2 1 22,  2 1  S3 

on  the  increase  of  the  army        -        .        -  2130 

Darden,  Amy,  motion  for  appointmg  a  committee 

to  report  a  bill  for  relid*  of  ...  688 
motion  withdrawn  .....  689 
report  on  the  petition  o^  committed  -  -  757 
motion  to  discharge  the  committee,*  negatived  967 
another  motion  for  a  committee  to  report  a  bill 

for  relief  of 1046 

negatived,  and  a  resolution  for  refusing  the 
prayer  of  the  petitioner  agreed  to  -  1047 

Davis,  Mr.,  of  Kentucky,  on  the  case  of  Messrs. 

Griswold  and  Lyon        ....  1036 

on  the  bill  for  raising  a  provisional  army  1761, 

1763 
on  the  instructions  to  commanders  of  armed 
vessels  ......  1797 

on  the  bill  for  the  protection  of  commerce     -  1833 
on  letters  of  marque,  &c.    ...        -   1878 

on  direct  taxes 1917,  191M> 

Dawson,  Mr.,  of  Virginia,  on  the  claim  of  General 

Kosciusko 761, 788 

on  the  rules  of  the  House  ....  1391 
on  the  bill  for  raising  a  provisional  army      -  1683 
Dayton,  Mr.,  of  New  Jersey,  Speaker,  on  the  an> 

swer  to  the  President's  Speech  -  -  646 
on  the  case  of  Messrs.  Griswold  and  Lyon     996, 

/003,  1004 
his  testimony  in  the  above  case  ...  1009 
on  the  bill  for  settlement  of  limits  with  Georgia  1289^ 

1284 
on  the  rules  of  the  House  ...  1294 

on  relations  with  France  *  -        -  1321, 1340 

on  the  bill  for  raising  an  additional  corps  of  ar- 
tillery ....  1409, 1417,  1433 
on  the  bill  for  the  purchase  of  cannon,  dec     1434, 

1437 
on  the  bill  for  protection  of  trade  1445,  1454,  1458, 

1459,  1461,  1473 
on  additional  revenue        -        -  1597,  1600 

on  the  bill  for  raising  a  provisional  army  1 676,  1681 
1738,  1741,  1762,  1763 
on  the  supplementary  bill  -  1939,1940 

on  the  defence  of  merchant  vessels  1905,  1910 

on  the  bill  for  providing  arms  for  the  militia   1937, 

1929,  1931 
on  the  bill  concerning  alien  enemies       199^  2004 
on  the  bill  authorizing  a  loan      ...  2039 
on  the  protection  of  commerce    ...  2069 
on  the  resolution  for  increasing  the  military 
establishment         •         -         2089, 2090,  3091 
Debates,  publication  of.  (See  Carpenter ,  Thomas, } 
Debt  of  the  United  States,  committee  appofaated  to 
report  what  alterations  are  lieceesaiy  in  the 
act  making  provisions  for  the  -        -         •     786 
report  of  the  committee        ....  701 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Uii 


INDEX. 


liv 


Hiouse  Proceedings  and  Debates. 


Debt  of  Ih©  United  States— continued.  Page, 

resolution  instructing  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  to  report  a  plan  for  raising  a  sum 
sufficient  to  satisfy  demands  in  1801  on  ac- 
count of  deferied  debt,  laid  on  the  table  •     680 

agreed  to 889 

resolution    instructing    the    Committee    on 
Claims  to  report  what  further  provision 
ought  to  be  made  for  payment  of  the  un- 
funded or  registered  debt        -        -        -  1298 
De  Grasse,  Count,  petition  of  the  daughters  of  the 

late,  referred  to  select  committee      -        -    763 
report  made  and  committed         ...    775 

debated 790 

a  bill  for  their  relief  reported        -        -        -    80 1 

debated 807 

passed 809 

Delaware,  message  in  relation  to  the  act  altering 
the  time  for  holding  Circuit  Courts  in,  laid 

on  the  table 716 

committed  to  select  committee    ...     784 
river,  report  on  the  subject  of  erecting  piers 

in 1413 

Dennis,  Mr.,  of  Maryland,  on  the  foreign  inter- 
course bill 897 

on  the  bill  for  raising  a  provisional  army    -  1695 
Dent,  Mr.,  of  Maryland,  elected  Speaker  pro  tern.  1478, 

1835 
Direct  taxes.     (See  Taxes, ) 

Dobbing,  H.  W.,  report  on  the  petition  of  -        -  1773 
Dockyards,  rrtsolution  respecting  the  expediency  of 
establishing  one  or  more  for  the  use  of  the 
United  States,  laid  on  the  table        -         -  2084 
committed        -        -         -        -        -         -2128 

Doorkeeper  and  his  assistant,  a  bill  allowing  com- 
pensation to  (hem,  received    -        -        -    801 
considered        ......    829 

passed      - 830 

Duties,  report  on  the  petition  of  Norman  and  Sher- 
riot,  praying  remission  of  the  duties  on 
wines  destroyed  by  fire   -        -         -         -    671 

a  motion  for  appointing  a  committee  to  inquire 
into  the  alterations  necessary  in  the  act  lay- 
ing a  stamp  duty  upon  vellum,  parchment, 
and  paper     ......    676 

amended  and  agreed  to        -        -        -        .     677 
report  made  and  committed  ...     692 

a  bill  malpng  alterations  in  said  act  reported    1031 

debated '  .  1235 

passed 1240 

amendments  concurred  in    -        -        -        •  1266 
a  bill  to  amend  the  acts  laying  a  duty  on  dis- 
tilled spirits  and  upon  stills,  reported         -    788 

considered -     798 

passed -        -     801 

amended  by  the  Senate        ....     903 
amendment  disagreed  to      ....     910 
the  House  recede       .....     918 
Inll  reported  to  continue  the  13th  section  of 
the  act  making  certain  regulations  for  the 
collection  of  internal  duties     -'        .        .  1274 
a  bill  to  continue  in  force  part  of  the  act  mak- 
ing further  provision  for  collecting  the  du- 
ties on  foreign  distilled  spirits,  wines,  teas, 
Ac.,  passed  -        -        -        -        -        .  1296 
a  bill  further  to  suspend  the  duty  on  snu£^ 

reported 2061 

passed 2173 


Duties— continued.  Page, 

a  committee  appointed  to  report  what  altera- 
tions are  necessary  in  the  act  laying  a  duty 
on  stamped  vellum,  &c.  ....  2175 
a  bill  to  amend  the  act  reported  -        -        -  2176 

passed 2177 

postponed  by  the  Senate  to  the  next  session  -  2188 

THIRD  SESSION. 

Dane,  Mr.,  of  Connecticut,  on  the  impeachment 

of  William  Blount         ....  2474 
on  usurpation  of  Executive  authority   2499,  2593, 

2614 
on  stamp  duties  .  -  -  -  .  2568 
on  the  bill  authorizing  the  capture  of  French 

armed  vessels         .        -        .        -        .  2942 
on  the  bill  authorizing  a  detachment  of  militia  2978 
on  the  bill  vesting  the  power  of  retaliation  in 
the  President  of  the  United  States  ia  cer- 

taincases -  3048 

on  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill 
authorizing  a  detachment  from  the  militia    3053 
Dawson,  Mr.,  of  Virginia,  on  the  alien  and  sedi- 
tion laws       -        -        2431,  2437,  2445, 2447 
Dayton,  Mr.,  of  New  Jersey,  Speaker,  on  usurpa- 
tion of  Executive  authority     ...  2589 
on  the  bill  authorizing  a  detachment  of  the 

militU 2977,2983 

on  the  increase  of  the  army  -        -  3032,  8041 

thanks  of  the  House 3054 

Dennis,  Mr.,  of  Maryland,  on  usurpation  of  Ex- 
ecutive authority    ...        -        -  2696 
Distilled  spurits.     {pee  Spirits.) 
Distillers,  a  bill  concerning,  reported  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading  .        -        -        -  3022 
Docks,  a  bill  authorizing  the  establishment  o^  re- 
ported   2816 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        .        .        .  2832 
passed     -        -        -    '    -        -         -        -  2883 
Duties,  a  bill  to  regulate  the  collection  of  the  du- 
ties on  imports  and  tonnage,  reported       -  2816 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        ...  2821 

passed 2857 

resolution  for  instructing  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  to  report  what  additional  duty 
ought  to  be  laid  upon  drawbacks  allowed 
upon  goods  exported  firom  the  United  States, 
laid  upon  the  table  ....  2907 

E. 


FIRST  sxssioir. 


63 


Elections,  a  committee  of,  appointed  - 

(See  also,  Cantuted  EUclioiis.) 

Ehnendorph,  Mr.,  of  New  York,  on  the  bill  for 
defence  of  the  ports  and  harbors  of  the  U. 
States-                  -        -       304,312,319,320 
on  the  bill  for  raising  an  additional  corps  of 
artillery -    847 

Embargoes,  resolution  for  appointing  a  committee 
to  report  a  bill  to  authorize  the  President  to 
lay,  regulate,  and  revoke  embargoes  during 
the  recess  of  Congress,  laid  on  the  table    -    886 

Evans,  Mr.,  of  Virginia,  on  the  answer  to  the  Pre- 
sident's Speech      ....       69,  198 

Expatriation,  a  bill  to  prohibit  citizens  of  the  U. 
States  from  entering  the  service  of  any  for- 
eign Power,  reported      -        -        -        -    831 
debated 848 


Digitized  by 


Google 


h 


INDEX. 


hi 


House  Proceedings  and  Debates. 


Expatriation— continued.  Page, 

motion  to  strike  out  the  6th  section  of  the  bill  349 

carried     -------  352 

disagreed  to  by  the  House  .        -        -        .  365 
farther  consideration  of  the  bill  postponed      -  356 
resolution  for  a  committee  to  bring  in  a  new 
bill,  without  the  expatriation  clauses,  ne- 
gatived            357 

SXCOITD  BESSIOK. 

Edgar,  William,  report  on  the  petition  of,  consid- 
ered    -        - 1560 

Edmond,  Mr.,   of  Connecticut,  on  the  Quaker 

memorial       ------    667 

on  the  acts  of  limitation      -        -        -        -    713 

on  the  memorial  of  Captain  Magnien's  gren- 
adier company      -        ...        -  1716 
on  the  bill  for  protection  of  commerce    1 822,  2077, 

2080 
on  the  defence  of  merchant  vessels       -        -  1913 
on  the  bill  to  provide  arms  for  the  militia      -  1932 
on  the  bill  supplementary  to  the  bill  to  raise 

a  provisional  army  -        -        -        •        .1 952 
on  the  bill  respecting  alien  enemies      -        -  2002 
on  abrogation  of  treaties    -        -        -        -  2127 

Elections,  committee  of  appointed       -        -        -    627 

(See  also^  Contested  Elections.) 
Elmendorph,  Mr.,  of  New  York,  on  the  acts  of 

limitation      ------    710 

his  testimony  in  the  case  of  Messrs.  Griswold 
and  Lyon      ------  1055 

Embezzlement,  resolution  relative  to  the  embezzle- 
ment of  soldiers*  wages,  laid  on  the  table  -  1318 
Evidence,  a  bill  respecting  Uie  mode  of  taking  evi- 
dence in  contested  elections.  (See  Con- 
tested Elections. ) 
Executive  Departments,  committee  appointed  to  re- 
port what  alterations  are  necessary  in  the 
sevwal  acts  for  establishing  the  depart- 
ments, as  respects  the  settlement  of  their 

accounts        - 1594 

a  bill  to  amend  the  said  acts  reported    -        -  2088 

passed 2176 

Expenditures,  resolution  in  relation  to  retrench- 
ment in  the  public,  kdd  on  the  table        -    689 
disagreed  to      -----         -    691 

report  of  expenditures  in  the  Militaij  and  Na- 
val departments,  received  and  referred       -    970 
Extra  compensation,  a  bill  allowing,  to  certain  offi- 
cers of  both  Houses,  passed     -        -        -2181 

TEISD  SEtSIOir. 

Edmond,  Mr.,  of  Connecticut,  on  the  alien  and  se- 
dition laws    ------  3455 

on  the  impeachment  of  William  Blount  -  2483 
on  the  usurpation  of  Executive  authority  2597, 2645 
on  the  motion  for  printing  the  despatches  from 

the  American  Ministers  at  Paris      -        -  3738 
on  the  bin  vesting  the  power  of  retaliation  in 
the  President,  in  certain  cases         -  3046 

Eggleston,  Mr.,  of  Virginia,  on  the  alien  and  sedi- 
tion bws       -        .         2449,3799,3886,2899 
onusurpationof  Executive  authority  -        -2599 
on  the  motion  for  printing  the  despatches  from 

the  American  Ministers  at  Paris       -        -  3785 
on  the  bill  to  sOspend  commercial  intercourse 

with  France  --.-...  3780 
on  the  augmentation  of  the  Navy        -        -  3857 


Eggleston,  Mr.,  of  Virginia— continued.  Page. 

on  the  bill  vesting  the  power  of  retaliation  in 

the  President,  in  certain  cases  -        -        -  2910 
on  the  increase  of  the  Army        -        -        -  3096 
Elections,  committee  of,  appointed     -        -        -3419 
Executive  authority,  resolution  for  a  committee  to 
inquire  into  the  exptdiency  of  amending 
the  act  for  punishment  of  certain  crimes 
against  the  United  States,  so  as  to  extend 
its  penalties  to  persons  usurping  the  Execn- 
tive  authority  theno^  laid  on  the  table      -  3498 
taken  up  and  debated  -        -        .  3493,  8533 

agreed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed  •        -  2546 
(See  Crimes  and  Usurpation. ) 
Executive  officers,  resolution  for  instructing  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  to  report  a  bill 
for  augmenting  the  salaries  of  certain,  laid 

on  the  table 97M 

taken  up  and  committed      -        -        -        -  3793 
a  bill  for  said  purpose  reported,  and  commit- 
ted        3831 

debated 3930 

bill  lost 3936 

a  resolution  for  increasing  the  salaries  of  the 
principal  officers  of  the  Government,  laid 
on  the  table  .--.--  3936 
Senate  MU  for  augmenting  the  salaries  o^  re- 
ceived  3017 

debate  on  a  motion  to  reject  it     -        -        -  9019 
bill  passed         ------  9030 

Exports,  &c.,  a  statem^t  of,  received        -        -  3833 
Extra  compensation,  a  bill  allowing  officers  of  both 

Houses,  reported  and  committed      •        -  3817 
ordered  to  be  engrossed      -        -        -         -  3956 

passed     -------  3957 

F. 

FimsT  sKssioir. 

Federal  City,  report  irom  the  Commiasionera  of 

the 334 

(See  Washington.) 
Florida  b<nindary,  message  on  the  subject  of  the  -     305 
committed         ------     306 

Foreign  Powers,  committee  appointed  to  repoii  a 
bill  for  prohibiting  citizens  of  the  United 
States  from  entering  the  service  of   -        -     367 
(See  Expatriation.) 
Fortifications,  resolution  calling  on  the  Secretary 

of  War  for  a  list  of,  laid  on  the  table         -     391 
(See,  also.  Ports  and  Harbors.) 
Freeman,  Mr.,  of  New  Hampshire,  on  the  answer 

to  the  President's  Speech        -        -         -       88 

SKCOITD  SKSSIOS. 

Findley,  Mr.,  of  Pennsylvania,  on  the  foreign  in* 

tercourse  bill  -----  904 
on  the  case  of  Messrs.  Griswold  and  Lyon  -  1000 
on  additional  revenue  .  .  -  .  1633 
on  the  bill  for  raiding  a  provisional  army  1650,  1683 
has  leave  o£  absence  for  the  remainder  of  the 

session -  1701 

Fine  arts,  committee  appointed  to  report  on  the  pro- 
priety of  passing  an  act  giving  artists  a  prop- 
erty in  their  productions  -  -  .  ISOO 
(See  Useful  Arts.) 
Fol well's  Journals  of  the  Old  Congress,  resolution 
for  subscribing  for  them.  (See  Journals 
of  Congress.) 
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Foreign  coins,  cornmittec  appointed  to  inquire  what 
alterations  are  requisite  in  the  act  for  regu- 
lating   -        -    638 

their  report 6^3 

debate  on  it 717,724 

a  resolution  for  suspending  so  niuch  of  the  act 
relative  to  silver  coin,  Ac.,  as  restrains  the 
crcuktion  of  foreign  o(Hns       -        -        -    722 
a  bill  for  suspending  the  second  section  of  the 

act  regulating  foreign  coins,  reported        -    785 
ordered  to  be  engrossed      -        -        -        -    757 

passed 768 

the  amendmenU  of  the  Senate  agreed  to        -    908 
Foreign  intercourse,  a  bill  providing  the  means  o^ 

reported  and  committed  -        -        -        -    83Q 

debated 848,  1088,  1098 

passed      -        .        -        -        -        .        .  1234 
Foreign  service,  motion  for  q>pointing  a  commit- 
tee to  report  a  bill  to  prohibit  American 
citizens  from  entering  the  military  or  naval 
service  of  foreign  Powers        -        -        -     796 
agreed  to»  and  a  committee  appointed  -        -    801 
Fort  Mifflni,  letter  on  the  subject  of  a  dangerous 
mutiny  discovered  among  the  vessels  in  quar- 
antine at       -        -        -        -        -        -  2057 

memorial  on  the  subject,  received  and  com- 
mitted -        -        -        -        -        '        -  »068 

Fortifications,  debate  on  the  subject  of        -        -  1380 

(See  Ports  and  Harbors.) 
Foundrke,  a  bill  to  enable  the  President  to  pur- 
chase or  lease  one  or  more  foundries,  re- 
ceived and  committed 
reported  ------ 

Foster,  Mr.  Dwight,  of  Massachusetts,  on  the  bill 
for  relief  of  Uie  legal  representatives  of  de- 
ceased officers        -        -        -        -        - 

on  additional  revenue         -   *     - 
Fracas  in  the  House.    (See  Breach  of  Privilege.) 
France,  a  message  communicating  despatches,  «c , 

from  the  American  Envoys  -  120a,  2029 

debate  •  n  going  into  committee  on  the  subject 
of  relations  with    -        -        -        -        -  1262 

a  resolution  for  suspending  commercial  inter- 
course with,  laid  on  the  taWe  -        -        -1836 
committed        .-----  1837 

a  bill  for  that  purpose  reported    -        -        -  1864 

debated 1866 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        .        -        .  1866 

farther  debated 1869 

passed 1866 

amended  by  the  Senate      .        -        -        -  1892 
amendments  concurred  in  -        -        -        -  1897 
a  bill  in  addition  and  supplementary  to  the 
above,  reported      -----  2176 

debated 2178 

motion  for  a  committee  to  report  a  new  bill   -  2180 
negatived  -        -        -        -  -  2181 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  amend  ^  said  act, 

received 2183 

passed      -        -        -        -   ,     -        -        -  ai84 
sundry  resolutions  on  the  subject  of  our  rela- 
tions with,  laid  on  the  table    -        -        -1870 

debated 1878 

farther  consideration  postponed  -        -        -  1892 
a  bin  from  the  Senate  for  the  abrogation  of  the 

treatieswkh «086 

committed 2037 


1296 
1298 


811 
1614 


Page. 

France,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the  abrogation  of 

the  treaties  with,  debated         -        -  2063, 2120 
pawed      -         -  ...        -  2127 

amendmen's  concuxred  in   -        -        -        -  2132 

resolution  requesting  the  President  to  instruct 
Mr.  Gerry  to  proceed  with  the  negotiations, 
presented,  and  afterwards  withdrawn 
again  presented         -        -        -        -        - 

negatived  ------ 

resolution  for  appointing  a  committee  to  r^Kirt 
on  the  expe&ncy  of  declaring,  by  legisla- 
tive action,  the  existing  skate  of  relatians 

with 

debated 

negatived  .        -        -        -        - 

Frank,  John,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported 
passed     ------- 

FranJung  privilege,  a  bill  granting  it  to  the  At- 
torney General  and  to  the  officer  command 
ing  the  United  States  troops,  passed 
a  bill  granting  it  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navyj 
passed  ------- 

a  bill  granting  it  to  the  Supervisors  of  the  Re- 
venue, passed         -        -         -        -        - 

French  armed  vessels,  a  bill  to  encourage  the  cap- 
ture o(  received  and  committed 
rejected    -        -        -        -        - 

resolutions  authorizing  the  capture  of  French 

cruisers         --•-•• 

laid  on  the  table         .        -        .         -        - 

debated 

committed         -.--•- 
rcgpotted  -        -        -        -        - 
French  emigrants^  a  message  on  the  suljectof 
the  arrival  of,  from  Port-au-Prince,  receiv- 
ed and  committed  -----  2067 
a  bill  on  the  subject  reported        .        .        -  2068 
postponed  to  the  next  session      -        -        -  2067 
bill  from  the  Senate  to  regulate  the  landing  of, 

debated 2063 

postponed  to  the  next  sesnon       -        -        -  2067 
Frontiers,  Committee  of  Claims  directed  to  report 
on  the  expediency  of  extending  the  act  of 
June,  1794,  in  addition  to  the  act  for  the 
frirther  protection  of  the  frontieis     • 
report  of  ^e  committee      ...        - 
(See  Widows  and  Orphans.) 


2083 
2084 
2086 


2114 

2118 

2120 

818 

819 


-  1030 
1997 


2067 

2173 
2177 

1783 

1784 
1797 
1812 
18U 


836 
946 


TKJSD  SSflSIOir. 

France,  a  bill  frurther  to  suspend  commercial  inter- 
course with,  reported      -        -        -        -  2664 

debate  on  a  motion  to  take  up  the  Inll  -        -  2722 
taken  up  and  debated        2740,  2764,  2771,  2786 
paswd      -        -        -        -        -        -        -  37tl 

amendments  concurred  in  .        -        -        •  2828 
a  message  from  the  PresideDt  enclosing  a  de- 
cree of  the  French  Directory    -        -        -2796 
French  armed  vessels,  a  bill  to  encourage  Uie  cap- 
ture of,  reported    -----  2622 

debated 2927,2985 

rejected 8964 

French  citizens,  a  biU  concerning  those  who  have 

been,  or  nu^  be  brought  in  as  prisoners    -  8017 

passed 8018 

French  debts,  memorial  from  sundry  merdiants  on 
the  subject  o^  preeented  end  committed 
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Gallatin,  Mr.,  of  Pennsylvania^  on  the  Answer  to 

the  President's  Speech    71,  143,  192,  196,  208, 

216,217,  226,  227,230,  232 

on  defensive  measures       241,  244,  266,  277,  286, 

269,  290 
on  the  bill  to  prevent  the  exportation  of  arms, 

Ac 261 

on  the  bill  for  the  defence  of  ports  and  har- 
bors,    -        806,  307,  315,  316,  817,  318,  322 
on  the  bill  for  raising  an  additional  corps  of 

artilleiy 326,330 

on  expatriation-        .....    354 

on  the  bill  for  protection  of  the  trade  of  the 

United  States  -       363,  366,  376,  378,  385 

on  stamp  duties         395,  399,  403,  407,  410,  412 

414,  416,  417,  419,  420,  421,  422,  427 

on  additional  appropriations         -        -     436,  439 

on  the  duties  on  salt  -        ...     442,445 

on  the  bill  to  authorize  a  loan     -        -     444,  445 

on  the  impeachment  of  William  Blount  450,  467, 

459,  460,  463,  464 

Galleys,  a  resolution  authorizing  the  President  to 

provide  galleys  or  other  vessels  for  defence 

of  the  coast,  taken  up  and  debated    -        -    294 

amended  and  agreed  to       -        -        -        -    297 

a  bill  reported  -        -        -        -        .        .    300 

debated    .......    339 

committee  discharged  from  further  considera- 
tion of  the  bill      .....     462 

Giles,  Mr.,  of  Virginia  on  the  election  of  Clerk    51,  52 
on  appointing  a  committee  on  unfinished  bun- 

ness 60,  «1,  62,  63 

on  the  Answer  to  the  President's  Speech      67,  70, 
96,  108,   109,  138,   142,    194,   198,  211,  215, 

217,  218 
on  defenove  measures    240,  244,  246,  277,  288, 

294,  295 
on  appointing  a  Committee  of  Ways  and 

Moans  --.....    298 
on  the  bill  for  the  defence  of  ports  and  har- 
bors      304,  308,  322 

on  the  bill  for  raising  an  additional  corps  of 

artiUeiy        ....     328,  341,  346 
on'expaUiation  -        .        .        .        .     354, 355 
on  the  bill  for  protection  of  the  trade  of  the 
United  States      860,  364,  866,  368,  371,  382, 

384 

on  stamp  duties    -        -        .        .        .     359,  406 

Gillespie,  Mr.,  of  North  Carolina,  on  the  bill  for 

raising  an  additional  corps  of  artillery        -    347 
Goodrich,  Mr.,  of  Connecticut,  on  the  Answer  to 

the  President's  Speech    -        -        -        -    219 
on  appointing  an  agent  for  British  claims    -    291 
onstampduties         .....     425 
Gordon,  Mr.,  of  New  Hampshire^  on  the  Answer 

to  the  President's  Speech        -      195,  216,  219 
on  the  bill  to  prevent  the  exportation  of  arms, 

Ac. 248 

on  expatriation  -        .....    355 

on  stamp  duties         ....     337^  422 

on  the  impeachment  of  William  Blount    460,  461 

Greene,  Rev.  Dr.,  elected  Chaplain   -        -        -      69 

Giifwold,  Mr.,  of  Connecticut,  on  the  Answer  to 

the  Prerident's  Speech    -        ...      93 


\  SIGOVD  SESSIOH.  Ps^O* 

(vallatin,  Mr.,  of  Pennsylvania,  on  the  motion  for 
excusing  Mr.  Lyon,  of  Vermont,  from  at- 
tending the  ceremony   of  presenting  the 
Address  to  the  President         -        -         -     651 
on  the  Quaker  memorial  ...    660 

on  granting  leave  to  the  committee  on  the  pro- 
tection of  commerce  to  report  by  bill  694, 695,  696 
on  the  acta  of  limitation     ...     706,  713 
on  foreign  coins        -        -       718, 722,  732,  806 
on  the  bill  authorizing  the  President  to  post- 
pone the  meeting  of  Congress  in  certain 
cases    ----..      735,796 
on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  representatives 

of  deceased  officers  ....    gxs 

on  naval  appropriations  ...  822,  8S6 
on  expenditures  for  the  naval  service  -  -  838 
on  the  foreign  intercourse  bill  -  856,  885, 1 118 
on  the  case  of  Messrs.  Griswold  and  Lyon  997,  1006, 

1063,  1067 
onstampduties  ...  -1073,1076 
on  relations  with  France  1262,  1327,  1363,  1370, 

2118,  2120 
on  the  bill  for  settlement  of  limito  with  Georgia  188 1. 

1284,  1309 
on  the  rules  of  the  House    ...  1290, 1894 
on  the  bill  for  relief  of  sick  and  disabled  sea- 
men     -  1398 

on  the  bill  for  defence  of  porta  and  harbors     -  1399 
on  the  bill  for  raising  an  additional  corps  of  ar- 
tillery  -         -      1406,  1411,  1416,  1418,  1480 
on  the  hill  for  the  purchase  of  cannon,  &c.     1436, 

1438 

on  the  bill  for  the  protection  of  the  trade  of  the 

United  States         1455,  1468,  1466, 1475,  1608 

on  the  bill  for  raising  a  provisional  army  1526,  1538, 

1631,   1655,    1689,   1692,   1725,    1742,    1762 

1936,1937 
on  the  military  appropriation  bill  -        -  1544,  1666 
on  the  bill  for  establishing  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment     1646 

on  the  naturalization  law    -  1581,  1776,  1778 

on  presento  to  Ministers    -        .        .        .  1598 
on  additional  revenue         -  1697,  1601,  1616 

on  the  memorial  of  Captain  Magnien's  gren- 
adier company       ...         -1711,1788 
on  the  bill  concerning  alien  enemies      1788,  1791, 
1792,  1798,  1978,  1996,  2002,  8086 
on  the  instructions  to  commandere  of  armed 

vessels  ......  1809^ 

on  the  bill  for  the  protection  of  the  commerce 

ofthe  United  States        -        1820,  1831,  2079 

on  direct  taxes  1837,   1848,   1893,    1918,  2058, 

2054,2057,  2178 

on  compensation  to  collectors       ...  1866 

on  the  bill  to  suspend  commercial  intercourae 

with  France  ......  1861 

on  the  adjournment   .....  1876 

on  iettera  of  marque,  &c   ....  1881 

on  the  defence  of  merchant  vessels  1906,  1913,  1916 
on  seditious  practices  ....  1964 

on  the  bill  supplementary  to  the  bill  to  provide 

an  additional  armament  -        -         2038,  8188 
on  the  biU  to  authorize  a  loan  2037,  2038,  3089, 

8044 
on  the  bill  to  regulate  the  landing  of  Fienoh 
emigranta      ......  8066 

on  the  increase  of  military  astablidimeiit  8089,  8130 
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Gallatin,  Mr,  of  Pennsylvania— continued.  Page, 

on  the  punishment  of  crimes       2107,2136,  3166 
on  the  abrogation  of  treaties        ...  2126 
Galleys,  resolution  authorizing  the  President  to 

build  and  equip  a  certain  number  of,  reported  1312 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  authorize  the  Presi- 
dent to  provide  a  number  of  small  vessels  or 
galleys,  received    -----  1553 

committed         ......  1560 

ordered  to  the  third  reading         -        .        -  1563 

PMB«i 1567 

a  bill  to  amend  said  act,  reported  •        .  1876 

ordered  to  the  third  reading         ...  1917 

pawed 1926 

Gannett,  Deborah,  petition  of,  praying  compen- 
sation for  her  services  as  a  soldier  in  the 
war  of  the  Revolution,  presented  and  com 
mitted  --.....    544 

Georgia,  a  remonstrance  from  the  Legislature  •( 
in  relation  to  the  law  regulating  trade  and 
intercourse  vnth  the  Indian  tribes,  and  in 
relation  to  the  operation  of  the  existing. trea- 
ties  with  certain  Indians,  refiBrred  to  a  select 
committee     ......    656 

a  bill  from  tbe  Senate  for  an  amicable  settle- 
ment of  limits  with  this  State,  committed  1249 
considered         -        -        -      ^  -        .        -  1277 
recommitted     -        -        -        .        .        .  1284 

reported 1296 

further  considered      .....  1298 
motion  to  strike  out  a  clause  in  the  bill  provi- 
ding  that  slavery  shall  not  be  forbidden  in 
the  Mississippi  Territory  ...  1306 

motion  negatived 1312 

bill  ordered  to  third  reading         ...  1313 

passed I3I8 

Giles,  Mr.,  of  Virginia,  on  stamp  duties       .        -  1079 
on  relations  with  France  1256,  1262,  1323,  1332, 
1338,  1345,  1356,  1358 
on  the  bill  for  an  amicable  settlement  of  limits 

with  Georgia 1308 

Gilleiqpie,  Mr.,  of  North  Carolina,  his  testimony  in 

the  case  of  Messrs.  Gnswold  and  Lyon     .1051 
Gloucester,  a  bill  establishing  an  annual  salary  for 

the  surveyor  of  the  port  04  passed    -         -2129 
Goodrich,  Mr.,  of  Connecticut,  on  land  titles  in 

Tennessee     ......    816 

on  the  foreign  intercourse  bill      -        -        -    931 
on  the  case  of  Messrs.  Griswold  and  Lyon   -  1002 
his  testimony  in  the  above  case  ...  1020 
Gordon,  Mr.,  of  New  Hampshire,  on  the  Quaker 

memorial       ......    066 

on  the  bill  to  regulate  the  mode  of  taking  evi. 

dence  in  cases  of  contested  elections  -        -     686 
his  testimoney  in  the  case  of  Messrs.  Griswold 
and  Lyon      ......   I054 

0(1  stamp  duties         .....  1080 

on  the  rules  of  the  House    ....  1293 

on  the  bill  for  settlement  of  limits  with  Georgia  1305, 

1308 
on  relations  with  France     ....  1362 

on  the  bill  for  raising  an  additional  corps  of 

artillery 1424 

on  the  bill  for  the  purchase  of  cannon,  Sue,  -  1430 
on  the  bill  respecting  alien  enemies  -  1983 

on  direct  taxes 2056 

00  the  bill  for  the  protection  of  commerce     -  2062 
on  the  abrogation  of  treaties        -        -        -2122 


Page. 
Great  Britain,  resolution  for  abrogating  the  treaties 

with,  presenied  and  afterwards  withdrawn  1892 
Greene,  Rev.  Dr.,  elected  Chaplain     ...    635 
Grenadiers,  Capt.  Magnien's  memoiial  from,  pre- 
sented       -  -        -        -        .        .  1707 
debate  on  the  reference  of  the  memorial        -  1708 
referred    .--..-.  1724 
Griswold,  Mr.,  ofCoimecticut,  on  the  foreign  inter. 

coursebill-        ...  -        -    890 
Griswold  and  Lyon,  Messrs.,  resolution  for  expel- 
ling thesD.  from  the  House  for  disorderly  con- 
duct      -        -  1036 

a  resolution  requiring  them  to  pledge  them- 
selves to  commit  no  act  of  violence  during 
the  session  of  the  House,  proposed  and  de- 
bated    1040 

agreedto -  1048 

(See,  also,  Breaehof  Privily.) 
Grove,  Mr.  of  iNorth  Carolina  on  the  bill  for  the 
defence  of  the  ports  and  harbors  of  the  Uni- 
ted States      1897 

THIBD  8BS810I'. 

Gallatin,  Mr.  of  Pennsylvania  on  the  alien  and 

sedition  laws  2433, 2801, 2889,  2900, 2957,  2993 
on  the  impeachment  of  William  Blount  -  2486 
on  usurpation  of  Executive  authority  2490,  2512, 

2535,  2584,  2586,  2595,  2637,  2681,  2682,  2705 

on  stamp  duties  2559, 2561, 2569, 2570,  2571,2573 

2574,  2803,  2308,  2812,  2814 

on  relations  with  France    .        -        -        -  2571 

onthe  bankrupt  bill 2649 

on  rules  of  the  House  -  -  -  -  2729 
on  printing  the  despatches  from  the  American 

Envoys  at  Paris 2736 

on  the  bill  to  suspend  commercial  intercourse 

with  France  2746,  1269,  2774,  2782,  2787 
on  the  augmentation  of  the  Navy  -  2823,  2869 
on  the  bill  vesting  the  power  of  retaliation  in 

the  President,  in  certain  cases  .  2910,  3046 
on  the  bill  to  authorize  the  capture  of  French 

armed  vessels 2937 

on  a  resolution  for  expelling  Mr.  Lyon  -  2969 
on  the  bill  authorizing  a  detachment  of  the 

militia 2978,  3058 

on  the  increase  of  the  army  -        -  3024,  3033 

Gazzam,  Taylor,  and  Jones,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of, 

reported 2795 

passed -  2798 

Georgia,  report  on  the  remonstrance  of  the  Legis- 
lature o^  cooimitled       -        .        -        -  2488 
debated    ..-----  2547 
report  concurred  in  and  a  bill  ordered  -        -  2816 
(^>ee  Indians,) 
Goodrich,  Mr.,ofConnecticuttonthebiUtosiiBpeQd 

commercial  intercourse  with  France  -  2769 
on  the  bill  to  authorize  the  capture  of  French 

armed  vessels        .....  2982 
Gordon,  Mr.,  of  New  Hampshire,  on  the  alien  and 

sedition  laws  -  -  •  2448,  2450,  2799 
on  the  impeachment  of  WUliam  Blount  -  2479 
on  impressment  of  seamen  -        -        -2654 

on  stamp  duties  -  -  -  2660,  2563,  2566 
on  the  bankrupt  bUl  -  -  -  2588,  2664 
on  the  bin  veatjng  the  power  of  retaliation  in 

the  President  in  certain  cases  -        -         •  2909 

Greene,  Rev.  Dr.,  elected  Chaplain    -    /^^   -  **W 
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Griflwold,  Mr. ,  of  Connecticut,  on  the  usurpation 

of  Executive  authority     8488,  2494,  3592,  2607 

H. 

FISST  SESSIOir. 

Harbors.     (See  Ports  and  Harhor$.) 

Harper,  Mr.,  of  South  Carolina,  on  the  answer  to 

the  President's  Speech   108,  136,  142,  169,  206, 
211,217,218,223 

on  the  bill  to  prevent  the  exportation  of  arms, 
&c. 260,  261 

on  defensive  measures      254,  261,  274,  279,  286, 

290,  296 

on  the  bill  for  defence  of  the  ports  and  harbors 
of  the  United  States      -      300,  310,  312,  313, 

318,  319 

on  the  bill  for  raising  an  additional  corps  of 
artUleiy 327 

on  the  bill  to  prohibit  American  citizens  enter- 
ing the  service  of  foreign  Powers      -     352,  354 

on  the  bill  for  protection  of  the  trade  of  the 
United  States         ....     364,382 

on  stamp  duties  398, 399,  402,  406,  415,  416,  424 

on  additional  appropriations        .        -     435,  439 

on  the  duty  on  salt 442 

on  the  bill  to  authorize  a  loan     ...    444 

on  the  impeachment  of  William  Blount    456,  457, 

460,  461 
Hartley,  Mr.,  of  Pennsylvania,  on  appointing  a 

committee  on  unfinished  business    -    60,  61,  63 

on  the  answer  to  the  President's  Speech       96,  200 

on  the  bill  for  defence  of  the  ports  and  bar- 
bers of  the  United  Stotes        -        -        -    317 

on  the  bill  authorizing  a  detachment  from  the 
militia  -        - 338 

on  the  bUl  for  raising  an  additional  corps  of 

artillery 345,347 

Havens,  Mr.,  of  New  York*  on  the  answer  to  the 

President's  Speech  ....     280 

on  Uie  bill  to  prevent  the  exportation  of  arms, 
Ac 251 

on  the  bill  for  the  defence  of  the  ports  and  har- 
bors    -        -        -        303,  304,  310,  312, 313 

on  the  bill  to  prevent  citizens  of  Uie  Unitad 
States  from  entering  the  service  of  foreign 
Powers 348 

SECOND  SKSSIOir. 

Httrp«r,  Mr.,  of  South  Carolina,  on  the  answer  to 

the  President's  Speech    •       685,636,646,647 
on  the  Rules  of  the  House  -        ...    641 
on  appointing  a  committee  to  report  a  bill  to 
provide  for  a  uniform  system  of  bankrupt- 
cy         643,644 

on  the  reference  of  the  President's  Speech    -    653 
on  the  Quaktf  memorial    ....    658 
on  the  bill  re^>ecting  the  mode  of  taking  evi- 
denee  in  oases  of  contested  elections    -        684, 

686,  687 
on  granting  leave  to  the  Committee  on  the 

Protection  of  Commerce,  to  report  by  bill    694 
on  foreign  ooins        .....    yso 
on  the  biH  to  authorize  the  President  to  poet- 
pone  the  meetmg  of  Congren  in  certain 

emm 735,737 

on  the  biB  for  the  protection  of  commerce   -  766, 

774, 1815,  2071 


Harper,  Mr.,  of  South  Carolina — continued.  Pa^e. 

on  the  report  on  the  petition  of  the  daughters 

of  Count  de  Grasse         -        -        -      792,  7»5 

on  Naval  appropriations     -      821,  822,  823,  827 

on  Naval  expenditures        ....    831 

on  the  foreign  intercourse  bill      -    852,  869, 1159 

Harper,  Mr.,  of  South  Carolina,  on  the  case  of 

Messrs.  Griswoldand  Lyon  978,981, 1005, 1038, 

1067 
on  stamp  duties  ....  1070, 1074 
on  relations  with  France     1253, 1259, 1323,  1341, 

1353,  1360,  1369 
on  the  IhII  for  settlement  of  limits  with  Geor- 
gia      -  1277,  1279,  1281,  1282,  1283, 
1284,  1299,  1306 
on  the  bill  for  raising  an  additional  corps  of 

yrtillery 1431 

on  the  bill  for  the  purchase  of  cannon,  &c.    -  14S8, 

1431,  1439 
on  the  bill  for  the  protection  of  the  trade  <^ 

the  United  States  1445,  1461,  1466,  15S0 

on  the  bill  for  raising  a  provisional  army      -  1629, 

1646,  1691,  1705,  1747,  1764 

on  the  supplementary  bill  -        1934,  1936,  1940, 

1943,  1945 
on  tbe  military  appropriation  bill  1543,  1544, 1564 
on  Uie  bill  for  establishing  the  Navy  DqMirt- 
ment    .......  1549 

on  the  naturalization  law   -  1567,  1568,  1669 

on  presents  to  Ministers    ....  1691 

on  additional  revenue  1597,  1604,  1615,  1631 

on  the  memorial  of  Captain  Magnien's  grena- 
dier company        .....  1714 

on  the  bill  concerning  alien  enemies      1786,  1989, 
1997,  1998,2000,3033 
on  the  instructions  to  commanders  of  armed 

vessels 1796 

ondirect  taxes  -        -       1838,  1893,  1894,  1930, 

3053,  3068 
on  compensation  to  collectors  .  -  -  1867 
on  the  volunteer  service  ....  1873 
on  letters  of  marque,  Ac.  -  -  -  -1 87f 
on  the  defence  of  merchant  vessels  -  1907,  1915 
on  the  bill  to  provide  arms  for  the  militia      -  1938, 

1931,  1933,  1938 
on  the  bill  to  authorize  a  loan      3037,  3038, 3043» 

2045,  3646 
on  the  bill  to  regulate  the  landing  of  French 

emigrants  -.-.--.  3065 
on  the  increase  of  the  Military  Establishment  3091 
on  the  bill  for  punishment  of  crimes  2106, 3164 
on  the  abrogation  of  treaties  ...  8136 
00  the  bill  supplementary  to  the  bill  to  sus- 
pend commercial  intercourse  with  France  2178, 

3179 
on  the  bill  to  amend  said  bill       -        -        •  3188 
on  the  bill  to  provide  an  additional  naval  ar- 
mament       ..---.  3183 
Harrison,  Mr.,  of  Virginia,  on  the  bill  to  provide 

arms  for  the  mifitia         ....  1938 
on  relations  vrith  France     «        -        -3118,3119 
Hartley,  Mr.,  of  Pennsylvania,  on  the  bill  for  the 

protection  of  commerce  ...   768, 1833 
on  the  report  on  the  petition  of  the  daughters 

of  Count  de  Grasse        ....     793 
on  relations  with  France    .        -        - 1254,  1369 
on  the  bill  for  settlement  of  lixmta  with  Geor- 
gia        1309 
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Huttey,  Mr.,  of  PenDsylTtnia — continued.  Page, 

on  the  bill  for  defence  of  the  ports  and  har« 

bora  of  the  United  States         -        -         -1398 
on  the  bill  for  raising  an  additional  corps  of  ar- 
tillery   1403,  1417, 1420 

on  the  bill  for  the  purchase  of  cannon,  dec.  -  1437 
on  the  bill  for  raising  a  provisional  army  1689,  1759 
on  the  memorial  of  Captain  Magoien's  grena' 

dier  company  -----  1719 
on  the  i>ill  to  authorize  a  loan  .  .  -  2040 
on  the  bill  to  regulate  the  landing  of  French 

emigrants 2064 

HaTons,  Mr.,  of  New  York,  on  foreign  coins  730,  805 
his  testimony  in  the  case  of  Messrs.  Ghswold 

and  Lyon 1053 

on  the  foreign  intercourse  bill      •        -        •   1084 
Hill,  Henry,  report  on  the  petition  of^  committed    629 

debated 680 

recommitted      .-----     681 
report  agreed  to         ....        -  1249 
Holmes,  Mr.,  of  Virginia,  on  direct  taxes  -  2060 

Hoimer,  Mr.,  of  New  Yoric,  his  testimony  in  the 

case  of  Messrs.  Griswold  and  Lyon  -  1016 

Ihvlbut,  Captain  George,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 

die  legal  representatives  o^  presented        -    745 

debated 758 

recommitted      ------    756 

THIRD  SBBSIOir. 

Harper,  Mr.,  of  8outh  Carolina,  on  the  alien 

and  sedition  laws  •       2326,  2429,  2432,  2436, 
2447,  2888,  2957,  2958 
on  the  resolution  for  distributing  copies  of 

the  Constitution 2462 

on  the  bankrupt  bill  .        -  2466,  2469 

on  the  impeachment  of  William  Blount  2475,  2487 
on  the  census  bill      -        •  -        -  2492 

on  usurpat'on  of  Executive  authority   2502,  2528, 

2617,  2703 
on  stamp  duties  2558,  2563,  2805,  2806,  28 1 1 
on  rules  of  the  House  -  -  -  -  2728 
on  the  resolution  for  printing  the  despatches 

from  the  American  Envoys  at  Paris         •  2733 
on  the  bill  further  to  suspend  commercial  in- 
tercourse with  France    -        -  2745,  2774 
on  the  augmentation  of  the  Navy        -        -  2836 
on  the  bill  vesting  the  power  of  retaliation  in 

the  President  in  certain  cases  •  2909,  2918 

on  increase  of  Executive  officers'  salaries  2922 
on  the  bill  to  authorize  the  capture  of  French 

armed  vessels  ....  -  2940 
on  the  bUl  authorizing  a  detachment  of  the 

militia 2981,  3053 

on  increase  of  the  army     ...         -  3027 
Harrison,  Mr.,  of  Virginia,  on  usurpation  of  Ex- 
ecutive authority  .        -        -        -  2617 
Hartley,  Mr  ,  of  Pennsylvania,  on  the  alien  and 

sedition  laws  -        -        2452,  2454,  2886 

on  the  bankrupt  bill  ....  2467 

on  the  bill  further  to  suspend  commercial  in- 
tercourse with  France    ....  2771 
on  the  increase  of  the  army        -        .        -  8031 
Haddll,  Jonathan,  a  bill  for  the  relief  o^  reported  2795 
passed      ---..--  2798 

I. 
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it     (See  Blount,  WilUam.) 
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BBCOND  SESSION. 


Imlay,  William,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  received 

and  committed       ...        -        -     761 
reported  ---..-.     764 

pused 1630,  1683 

Imky,  Mr.  J.  H.,  of  New  Jersey,  his  testimony 

in  the  case  of  Messrs.  Griswold  and  Lyon    1050 
on  the  foreign  intercourse  bill      -        -        -  1106 
Impeachment,  articles  of,  in  the  case  of  William 

Blount 948 

Imprisonment  for  debt     (See  Insolvent  Law,) 
Indians,  resolution  for  mdung  an  appropriation  to 
defray  the  etpeoee  oif  a  treaty  with  the 

Cherokees 837 

a  Message  on  the  subject  from  the  President     84S 
committed        ......    846 

estimate  of  the  Secretary  of  War  of  the 
amount  necessary  to  defray  expenses  of  the 

treaty 847 

a  bin  to  defray  expenses  of  a  treaty  with  the 
Indians  claiming  lands  in  Tennessee,  re- 
ported   930 

ordered  to  the  third  reading         ...    947 

passed 968 

amended  by  the  Senate      -        -        -        -  1044 
report  on  the  amendments  ...  1068 

report  negatived  and  (he  amendm*  nts  agreed 

to  -        -  1060 

Insolvent  law,  report  of  the  coounittee  appointed 
to  inquire  respecting  the  alterations  neces- 
sary in  the 1068 

report  considered       .....  124S 

agreed  to  ......  1243 

a  bill  supplementary  to  and  in  amendment  of 
the  act  for  the  relief  of  persons  imprisoned 
for  debt,  reported  .....  1266 

amended  -.--..  1271 

recommitted      ......  127!I 

reported  .--.-..  1642 
recommitted      ......  i660 

reported  .......  1797 

ordered  to  a  third  reading    •        -        .        .  1812 

passed 1814 

amendments  sgreed  to        •        -        -        -  1868 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  persons  imprisoned  for 

debts  due  the  United  States,  reported        -  1796 
ordered  to  the  third  reading         -        -        -  1812 

passed 1814 

resolution  directing  the  Attorney  General  to 
report  a  plan  for  a  general  law  for  the  re- 
lief of  insolvent  debtors,  laid  on  the  table    1818 
taken  up  and  agreed  to       -        -        -        -  1886 
Instnictions  to  armed  vessels,  debate  on  the  sub- 
ject of  1797 

(See  French  armed  vessels.) 
Insurrection  of  1794,  report  on  sundiy  petitions 
praying  compensation  for  damages  sus- 
tained in  consequence  of  the  -        -        •  1876 
Invalid  pensioners.     (See  Pensioners.) 

THIBD  sxssioir. 

Indiaos,  a  biU  making  an  appropiittion  to  defray 
expenses  of  holding  a  treaty  or  treaties 
with  certain,  reported     •        .        -       -  2821 
ordered  to  the  tiiird  reading        .        .        -  2916 

Goo-'"' 
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Indians — continued.  Page, 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  making  appropriations 

for  carrying  into  effect  certain  treaties  with, 

committed 2926 

ordered  to  the  third  reading         ...  2956 

passed 2957 

Impeachment.     (See  Blount,  William.) 
Impressment  of  seamen,  resolution  calling  on  the 

President  for  information  on  the  subject  of, 

laid  on  the  table 2546 

taken  up  and  debated         ....  2554 

agreed  to 2656 

a  Message  and  other  documents  on  the  subject 

of  the  impressment  of  men  frpm  the  United 

States  s!oop-of-war  Baltimore  -        -        -  2574 


FIRST  ssssiosr. 

Jails,  a  resolution  for  appropriating  money  for  the 
erection  of  jaib  in  such  ^^tates  as  have  not 
sufficient  provision  for  the  confinement  of 
prisoners  under  the  laws  of  the  United 
States,  negatived 438 

SBCOITD  SESSIOir. 

Jouma's  of  Congress,  resolution  for  appointing  a 
committee  to  report  on  the  expediency  of 
reprinting  the  Journals  of  the  Old  Con- 
gress, and  such  reports,  &c.,  as  are  oui  of 
print    -        -        -        -        -        -        -    846 

resolution  instructing  the  committee  to  report 
on  the  expediency  of  altering  the  form  of 
keeping  the  Journals  of  the  House  -         -    846 
resolution  from  the  Senate  for  subscribing  for 
400   copies   of  Folwell's  edition   cf  the 
Journals  of  the  old  Congress,   postponed 
to  the  next  session  ....  2180 

Judiciary,  resolution  for  appointing  a  committee  to 
report  on  the  alterations  necessary  in  the 
act  establishing  the  Judiciary  Department    757 
a  bill  supplementary  to  the  act  establishing 

the  Judicial  courts,  reported    -        -        -  1116 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        -        -        -1 265 

rejected 1267 

resolution  appointing  a  committee  to  report 
what  alterations  are  necessary  in  the  act 
regulating  processes  in  the  courts  of  the 
United  States,  and  providing  compensation 
for  the  officers  of  said  courts  -  -  -818 
a  bill  providing  compensation  for  the  officers 
of  said  courts,  and  to  repeal  certain  parts  of 
Uie  acts  therein  mentioned,  reported  -  1373 

recommitted      .-.---  1569 

reported 1707 

passed 1784 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  altering  and  extending 

the  Judicial  Courts,  received    ...  1885 
postponed  to  the  next  session      *        .        .  1576 
a  resolution  directing  the  Attorney  General 
to  report  a  plan  to  regulate  the  process  and 
practice  of  die  courts  of  the  United  States  by 
an  uniform  system,  laid  on  the  table        •  1873 

agreed  to 1877 

a  committee  appointed  to  report  on  the  expe- 
diency of  investing  in  the  Judges  of  the 
United  States  and  of  the  several  States  pow- 
er to  bind  to  the  peaee,  dec.,  for  offencea 
against  the  United  States         -        -        -2172 


TBIBD    SKSSIOH.  P«ge. 

Journals  of  Congress,  a  resolution  authorizing  a 
subscription  for  a  certain  number  of  copies 
of  the  Journals  of  Congress,  reports  from 
Heads  of  Departments,  Ac,  laid  on  the 

table 2564 

committed 2672 

resolution  for  subscribing  for  400  copies  of 
Folwell's  edition  of  the  Journals  of  Ab  Old 

Congress 3046 

Judiciary,  committee  appointed  to  report  a  bill 
to  provide  compensation  for  marshals,  ju- 
rors, witnesses,  dec.,  and  to  repeal  the  pre- 
sent law        ......  2470 

bill  reported 21121 

ordered  to  the  third  reading          ...  S919 
passed 2926 

K. 

FIRST   SESSIOS. 

Kittera,  Mr,  of  Pennt^ylvania,  on  the  answer  to 

the  Pre0ident*s  Speech    -        -        -    217,  2M 

on  the  bill  for  raising  an  additional  corps  of 
artilleiy 826 

on  the  bill  for  protection  of  the  trade  of  the 
United  States 307 

on  stamp  duties         .....     387 

SXCOlfl)    SXSSIOH. 

Kennebunk  river,  a  bill  in  relation  to  the  erection 

of  piers  in  the,  reported  ....  1046 
Kentucky,  a  message  transmitting  the  act  of  this 
State  ratifying  the  amendment  to  the  Con- 
stitution respecting  the  suability  of  States  •     809 
Kittera,  Mr.,  of  Pennsylvania,  on  the  bill  for  the 

settlement  of  limits  with  Georgia     -        -  1303 
on  the  bill  for  the  protection  of  commerce     -  1820 
on  the  bill  providing  arms  for  the  militia      -  1931 
on  the  bill  concerning  alien  enemies    -        -2016 
on  the  resolution  for  requesting  the  President 
to  instruct  our  remaining  Minister  at  Paris 
to  proceed  with  the  negotiations       -        -  2085 
on  the  bill  for  the  punishment  of  crimes        .  21 13 
on  the  abrogation  of  treaties        -        -        -2122 
on  the  bill  for  the  increase  of  the  army  2129,  2130 
Kosciusko,  General,  debate  on  a  resolution  for  ap- 
pointing a  committee  to  report  what  meas- 
ures are  necessary  to  enable  him  to  obtain 
payment  of  his  claim      -        -        -        -    761 
the  ^cretary  of  the  Treasury  directed  to  re- 
port what  legislative  action  is  necessary    -    763 
his  report  received      ....        -    776 

debated 788 

a  bill  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  the  inter- 
est on  the  certificate  given  him  by  the  Got- 
ernment,  reported  .....  796 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  ...  801 
passed  ..----.  S04 
amendment  of  the  Senate  disagreed  to  -  -  828 
a  conference  appointed  thereon  ...  836 
the  House  recede       .....    946 

L. 

FIRST   SBSSIOR. 

Lands,  petitions  complaining  of  a  deficiency  of 
the  lands  purchased  of  the  Ui  ited  States, 
and,  also,  of  the  conspiracy  of  land  specula- 
tors, refened  to  the  S(3cretary  of  the  Traas- 
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Laws  of  the  United  States,  report  on  the  snbject 

of  laws  about  to  expire    -         •        .        - 

a  bill  to  continue  sundry  of  them,  ordered 

to  be  engrossed    ..... 

passed      -.----- 

amendments  concurred  in  - 
Lewis,  Thomas,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported    - 
passed      .------ 

postponed  by  the  Senate  to  next  session 
Live  oak,  resolution  making  provision  to  enable 
the  President  to  procure  a  sufficient  quan- 
tity o^  laid  on  the  table  .... 

resolution  requesting  the  President  to  furnish, 

at  the  next  session,  information  respecting 

such  live  oak  lands  as  may  be  purchased 

for  the  use  of  the  Government 

(See,  also.  Timber,) 

Lbingston,  Mr.,  of  New  York,  on  the  answer  to 

the  Presidents  Speech   67,  116,  187,  197,  198, 

319,  232 
on  the  bill  to   prevent  the  exportation    of 
arms,  Ac     -----. 

on  defensive  measures        .... 

on  the  appointment  of  ao  agent  in  relation  to 
British  claims        ..... 

on  stamp  duties         ..... 

Loan  :  resolution  authorizing  the  President  to  bor- 
row money  on  the  credit  of  the  United 

States 

debate  on  the  bill  for  that  purpose 
bill  passed        ---.-- 
Lyon,  Mr.,  of  Vermont,  on  the  answer  to  the  Pre- 
sident's Speech      .         <         .194,  232,  234 
on  the  bill  to  prevent  the    exportation  of 

arms,  Ac  -  -  -  247,  248,  249,  251 
on  the  duty  on  salt  -  -  -  -  335,  443 
on  the  bill  authorixing  a  detachment  from  the 

militia 837,  339 

on  stamp  duties         -       390,  393,  400,  415,  425 


377 

387 

391 
421 

448 
4S8 
465 


333 


464 


247 
254 

291 

888 


289 

444 
445 


SICOND    SXBSlOlf. 


Land  titles,  report  on  the  sulriect  of    > 

:  a  IhU  for  the  sale  of  lands  in  the  North- 
western Territory,  received      -        .        - 

committed         ...... 

reported  ------- 

postponed  to  the  next  session 

a  committee  instructed  to  report  the  progress 
made  in  carrying  into  e£Q»t  the  act  for  the 
sale  of  the  lands  northwest  of  the  Ohio,  and 
whether  any  amendments  to  the  said  act  are 
necessary      ..-.-- 

report  of  the  committee       .        .        .        - 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  g^ranting  certain  lands  to 
8.  Munroe  and  others,  received 

reported  --....- 


-    777 


a  bill  to  amend  the  act  for  the  sale  of  lands 

northwest  of  the  Ohio,  received 

and  dwelling-houses,  a  bill  to  provide  for 

the  valuation  o^  and  for  enumerating  the 

slaves  in  the  United  States,  reported 

debated    ....         1898,  1898, 

passed      --.---- 

amended  by  the  Senate      .        .        .        - 

amandmants  considered     .        .        .        . 


1029 
1021 
1917 
2030 


1031 
1926 

1266 
1917 
2033 

2114 


1839 
1917 
1925 
2087 
2088 


Page. 

Lapsley,  Samuel,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal 

representatives  of,  received  and  committed    1658 
Laws  of  the  United  States,  report  on  such  as  are 

about  to  expire      -        .        .        .        .    692 
resolution  proposing  to  publish  them  in  one 
paper  in  each  State        ....  2181 

disagreed  to      - 2188 

Letters  of  marque,  dbc     {Qtit  Armed  vessek) 

Lewis,  Thomas,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported  -  1661 

passed -        -  1778 

disagreed  to  by  the  Senate  -  -  2139 

Licenses.  (See  StiUs  and  Wines  and  Spirits,) 
Light-houses,  dec.  :  teport  on  the  subject  of  erect- 
ing a  light-houFe  on  Eaton's  Neck,  and 
erecting  piers  in  the  harbor  of  Newport  -  966 
a  bill  for  erecting  a  light4ionse  and  placing 
buoys  in  certain  places  therein  mentioned, 
ordered  to  the  third  reading    -        -        .  1088 

passed 1097 

amendments  agrsed  to        -        ,         •        -  1249 
resolution  respecting  the  expediency  of  erect- 
ing a  light-house  at  Old  Point  Comfort,  Vir- 
ginia      1240 

petition  of  sundiy  merchants  of  Norfolk,  pray- 
ing the  erection  of  the  light  house,  and  a 
copy  of  an  act  of  Virginia  ceding  land  for 
the  purpose,  received  and  comnnitted  -        -  1346 
bill  for  erecting  a  light-house  and  placing  buoys 

at  places  therein  mentioned,  reported  -  1876 
ordered  to  the  third  reading         ...  1427 

passed      -        - 1440 

report  on  the  petition  of  the  Portland  Marine 
Society  praying  for  the  erection  of  bu<^  in 
Portland  harbor,  committed    .        •        -  1252 
a  bill  for  erecting  a  light-house  and  placing 

buo3rsat  places  there^  mentioned,  reported  1376 
ordered  to  the  third  reading         ...  1427 

passed 1440 

report  on  the  petition  of  the  Portland  Matins 
tiodety,  praying  for  the  erection  of  buoys  in 
Portland  harbor,  committed     .        -        -  1252 
a  bill  for  erecting  a  light-house  and  placing 

buoys  at  places  therein  mentioned,  reported  2061 
a  bill  respecting  light-houses  and  beacons,  re- 
ported   8087 

passed      ---.•--  2068 
Livermore,  Edward  t$t.  Loe,  report  on  the  petition 

of,  considered        -        ...        -    789 

negatived 749 

Livingston,  Mr.,  of  New  York,  on  the  rules  of  the 

House  ...'-.•  641 
on  appointing  a  coomiittae  to  report  a  bill  to 

establish  an  uniform  bankrupt  system  -  644 
on  the  answer  to  the  Presidents  Speech  -  646 
on  the  Quaker  memorial  ....  662 
on  the  report  on  the  petition  of  the  daughters 

ofCountDeGrasse  ....  794 
on  naval  appropriations  ....  824 
on  naval  expenditures  ...  882,  884 
on  the  foreign  intercourse  bill  ...  880 
on  the  case  of  Messrs.  Oriswold  and  Lyon  -  1002 
on  relations  with  France  -  1260,  2869,  1864 
on  the  bill  for  reliefof  sick  and  disabled  seamen  1388 
on  the  bill  for  defoneeof  the  ports  and  harbon 

ofthe  United  States       -        •        -        -1897 
on  the  bill  to  raise  an  additional  oerpt  of  ar- 
tillery -        -        -        -        ^r^    •        -Tl4f2 
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Livingston,  Mr.,  of  N.  York— continued.  Page, 

on  the  bill  for  the  purchase  of  cannon  4cc.,  -  1493 
on  the  biU  for  protection  of  the  trade  of  the 

United  States 1519 

on  the  bill  to  establish  the  Navy  Department  1652 
on  the  bill  concerning  alien  enemies  -  3005,  2020 
on  the  bill  to  authorize  a  loan     .        .        -  2046 

on  direct  (axes 2053 

on  the  resolution  requesting  the  President  to 
direct  our  remaining  Minister  at  Paris  to 
proceed  with  the  negotiations  -  2083,  3085, 2086 
on  the  punishment  of  crimes        2104,  2135,  2152 
on  thenicrease  ofthearmy         -        -        -2129 
Loan,  a  resoitttioa  for  making  provision  to  enaUe 
the  President  to  borrow  certain  sums  of  mo- 
ney for  die  public  service  far  the  year  seven- 
teen hundred  and  ninety-eight         -        -  1899 
agreed  to  and  a  bill  for  that  purpose  ordered  1938 

bill  reported 1973 

debated 2037 

passed      .......  2049 

amended  by  the  Senate  ...  -2172 
a  conference  appointed  on  the  amendments  •2173 
amendments  considered     -        -        .        .2174 

the  Senate  recede 2177 

a  bill  to  authorise  the  President  to  obtain  a  loan 
in  anticipation  of  direct  tax,  reported  2175,  2177 

passed 2177,2181 

Loan  Office  and  final  settlement  certificates,  dec., 
motion  for  suspending,  for  a  limited  time, 
so  much  of  the  act  for  support  of  public 
credit,  and  for  reducing  the  public  debt,  as 
bars  fit>m  settlement,  after  a  limited  time, 
loan  ofliceand  final  settlement  certificates  and 
indents  of  interest-  ....  707 
a  bill  on  the  subject  reported  ...  1522 
ordered  to  the  third  reading,  and  nature  of 
the  bill  explained  .....  1773 

passed 1774 

amendments  of  the  Senate  agreed  to    -        -  1871 
Loan  ofiices,  a  bill  making  appropriations  for  the 

expenses  of  the  several,  reported      -        -2171 

considered 2175 

Loaies  recovered  under  the  treaty  with  Great  Brit- 
ain, resolution  requesting  the  President  to 
direct  the  proper  officer  to  report  a  state- 
ment  of^  laid  on  the  table        ...    946 
taken  up  and  agreed  to       .        -        .        -     957 
the  report  received    .....  1044 

Lyon,  Mr.,  of  Vermont,  on  the  answer  to  the  Pre- 

sident's  Speech      ....     685,  637 

on  a  motion  to  excuse  him  from  attending  the 

ceremony  of  presenting  the  answer  -        -    650 
on  the  Quaker  memorial    -        -        .        .    658 
a  resolution  for  expelling  him  from  the  House 
for  an  assault  upon  Mr.  Griswold,  present, 
ed  and  committed  .....     955 

his  defence        ---.-.    971 
his  narrative     ......  1025 

(See  Breach  of  Privilege.) 
on  the  rules  of  the  House  >        -        -  1201, 1293 
on  the  bill  for  the  purchase  of  cannon,  dec      1432 
on  presents  to  Ministers     ....  1589 

'  on  the  bill  for  raising  a  provisional  army      •  1682 
on  the  bill  concerning  alien  enemies    -  1786, 1792 
dn  the  bill  for  the  protection  of  conmierce     -  1824 
on  dhreet  taxei  .        ......  1925 

dn  relations  with  France    .        -        ..      •2120 


Page. 


TBIBO  sxssioir. 


Lands,  committee  appointed  to  inquire  what  alter- 
ations are  necessary  in  the  act  for  the  sale 
of  lands  northwest  of  the  Ohio         .        -  2807 
a  bill  firom  the  Senate  to  amend  said  act,  com- 

mitted 2914 

an  amendment,  reported  .  -  -  -  2919 
bill  postponed  to  Uie  next  session  -  .  2927 
a  bill  appropriating  lands  for  military  services^ 

reported 2965 

ordered  to  the  third  reading,  and  passed        -  3021 
a  bill  authorizing  the  sale  of  certain  lands  be- 
tween the  Great  and  Little  Miami  rivers, 

reported 3018 

ordered  to  the  third  reading         ...  3021 

passed 3023 

Lands  and  dwelling-houees,  a  bill  to  amend  the 
act  to  provide  for  the  valuation  oi,  and  for 
enumerating  the  riaves  in  the  United  State% 
reported        ......  2726 

debated 2815,2817 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        ...  2820 

passed 2821 

amendments  concurred  in  -        -        -        -  2974 
Laws  of  the  United  States,  a  resolution  reelecting 
the  more  general  promulgation  ot,  agreed 
to,  and  a  Ull  ordered      ....  30SO 
bill  in  addition  to  the  act  for  the  more  general 
promulgation  of,  reported         ...  30X3 
liewis,  Thomas,  a  bill  for  r  lief  of;  received        -  2807 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        ...  2821 

passed 2832 

Light  houses,  6u:.,  a  bill  to  authorize  the  erection 

of  a  beacon  on  Boon  Island,  reported        -  2956 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        ...  2974 

passed 2985 

Livingston,  Mr.,  of  New  York,  on  usurpation  of 

Executive  authority        ....  2666 

on  the  bill  further  to  suspend  commercial  in- 
tercourse with  France     -        -  2724, 2768, 2777 
on  the  alien  and  sedition  laws     2799,  2801,  2887, 

2892,  2893 
on  the  bill  vesting  the  power  of  retaliation  in 
the  President,  in  ceruin  cases        .  2907, 19\%^ 

2914,  3045 
on  the  bill  to  authorize  the  capture  of  French 
armed  vessels         ....  2941, 2951 

on  the  increase  of  the  army  3031,  3039,  8036 

Lyon,  Mr.,  of  Vermont,  a  resolution  for  expelling 

him  from  the  House       ....  2954 

debated    .....         .        .  2959 

rejected,  two4hirds  not  concurring       -        •  2973 
hu  remarks  on  the  resolution      ...  2965 

M. 

FinST  SSSSIOlf. 

Macon,  Mr.,  of  North  Carolina,  on  the  election  of 

Clerk 51,  52 

on  appointing  a  committee  on  unfinished  busi- 
ness       6S 

on  defensive  measures        -        -      239,  241,  280 
on  appointing  an  agent  in  relation  to  British 

claims  -        -        -        -        .        .        -391 
on  the  requirition  for  militia        ...    292 
on  the  bill  for  defence  of  the  ports  lod  haibora 
of  the  United  States        ...     mM,J02 
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Biaeon^  Mr.,  of  N.  Carolina— conUnned.  Page, 

on  the  bill  authorizing  a  detachment  from  the 
militia  -------    338 

on  the  bill  for  organizing  the  militia    -        -    341 
on  the  bill  for  protection  of  the  trade  of  the 

United  States        -         -        -      364,  866,  385 
on  atamp  dntiea         .        -        .        -    387,  426 
Members,  a  list  of  those  present  at  the  opening  of 

the  session    ------      49 

the  oath  administered  to     -        •        -        -      63 
further  attendance  of  63,69,  68,  67,  88,  110,  169, 
193,381,298,886 
a  motion  in  relation  to  the  accounts  of,  laid  on 

the  table 387 

Merchant  vessels,  a  resolution  making  provision 

for  the  arming  of,  presented    -        -        •    389 
Message*  tht  President's,  on  the  subject  of  the  Flor- 
ida boundary  -        -        .         -        -    306 
transmittiiig  documents  on  the  subject  of  dep- 
redations on  American  commerce     -        -    367 
a  confidential  message  received    -        •        •    377 
reported  on       ------    408 

another  confidential  message  on  the  critical 
situation  of  the  country,  received,  and  refer- 
red to  a  select  committee         -        -  440 
report  thereon  ------    447 

Mileage,  a  bill  allowing  full  mileage  to  members 

of  both  Houses,  passed  -        •        -        -    441 
Military  Establishment,  a  resolution  for  augment- 
ing the,  presented  -        ...        -    339 
(See,  also.  Army.) 
Militia,  a  resolution  for  putting  eighty  thousand 

militia  in  a  state  of  .requisition  -  -  383 
agreed  to  in  committee  .  .  -  -  384 
t&en  up  in  the  House       .        •        •        .    293 

agreed  to 394 

a  bill  directing  a  detachment  from  the  militia, 

reported 832 

ordered  to  be  engrossed      .        .        -        -    830 
a  committee  appointed  to  report  what  altera* 

tions  are  necessary  in  the  militia  laws        -    397 
a  bill  for  organizing  and  disciplining  the  mili- 
tia, reported  ------    340 

Milledge,  Mr.,  of  Georgia,  on  defensive  meaauies    389 
on  the  bill  for  defence  of  the  ports  and  harbois 
of  the  United  States        .        -        -        .    808 
Morgan*  Gkneval,  of  Virginia,  petition  complain- 
ing of  the  illegality  of  his  election,  present- 
ed and  committed  ....        -      67 

McDowell,  Mr.,  of  North  Carolina,  on  the  answer 

to  the  President's  Speech        -        -      196,312 

on  defensive  measures        -        -        .        .    286 

on  the  requisition  of  militia        ...    293 

on  the  bill  for  defenceof  the  portsand  harb(MB 

of  the  United  States      -        -        -        -    318 

on  the  bill  for  raising  an  additional  corps  of 

artaiery 327 

on  the  bill  for  protection  of  the  trade  of  the 

United  States 371 

on  stamp  duties  -  .  -  .  dSS,  427 
on  additional  appropriations  ...  435 
on  the  impeachment  of  William  Blount     467, 464 

SECOirO  SKBSIOH. 

Macon,  Mr.,  of  North  Carolina,  on  the  motion 
exooaing  Mr.  Lyon»  of  Varmont,  from  at- 
tending the  ceremony  of  presenting  ihe 
answer  to  the  President's  Speeeh     -        -    660 
on  the  Quaker  memorial     •        .*       «    661,  668 


Macon,  Mr.,  of  N.  Carolina— continued.  Page. 

on  (he  acts  of  limitation  -  -  -  -  718 
on  foreign  coins  -----  784 
on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  represenutives 

of  deceased  officers  ....  813 
on  Tennessee  land  titles  -  -  -  -  816 
on  the  case  of  Messrs.  Griswold  and  Lyon  -  1008 
on  stamp  duties  -----  1076 
on  the  foreign  intercourse  bBl  -  -  -  1 1 1 1 
on  the  bill  for  settlement  of  UmiU  with  Geor- 
gia        1803 

on  the  bill  for  the  defence  of  ports  and  har- 
bors of  the  United  States        -        -        -1897 
on  the  bill  for  raising  an  additional  corps  of 

artUlery         -        -        -         1403,  1406,  1420 
on  the  bili  ^  the  purchase  of  cannon,  dec.     1430 
on  the  bill  for  the  protection  of  the  trade  of 

the  United  SUtes  -         1466,  1474,  1506 

on  the  bill  for  raising  a  provisional  army     •  1637, 

1672,  1698,  1766 
on  the  supplementary  biU  -  1935,  1942,  1946 

on  the  hill  to  establish  the  Navy  Department  1547 
on  the  naturalisation  law    -        -  1671,  1780 

on  presents  to  Ministers     ...        -  1686 
on  additional  revenue         -        -        -        -  1616 

on  the  memorial  of  Captain  Msgnien's  gren- 
adier company       -        -        -        .        .  1710 
on  the  bin  concerning  alien  enenues    -        -  1786 
on  the  bill  for  protection  of  the  commerce  of 

the  United  States  -        -        -  1816,  1826 

en  direct  taxes  ------  1840 

on  the  bill  providing  anna  for  the  militia      -  1930 
on  the  bill  to  authorize  a  loan    -        -        -  2043 
on  the  bill  for  the  pttnishment  of  crimes  2106,  2161 
Magnien,  Captain,  a  memorial  from  his  company 

of  grenadiers  presented  -        -        -        -  1707 

motion  to  commit  it  -        .        •        -        •  1708 

committed 1734 

Marine  corps,  report  on  the  subfeet  of  establish- 
ing thk  corps        WW 

debate  on  the  report  -----  1835 
a  hill  to  organize  the  corps  reported     -        -  1886 
agreed  to  and  ordered  to  the  thirJ  reading     -  1865 
amendments  of  the  Senate  aoncurred  in       -  3183 
Maryland,  a  bill  to  continue  the  act  giving  assent 
of  Congress  to  the  act  of  this  State  reflect- 
ing the  appointment  of  a  health  officer     -  1 1 16 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        -        -        -  1341 

passed 1344 

amended  by  the  Senate      .        -        -        -  1396 
amendments  concurred  in  -        -        -        -  1*^7 
Massachusetts,  a  bill  declaring  the  assent  of  Con- 
gress to  an  act  of  this  State  in  relation  to 
the  placing  of  piers,  Ac,  reported  -        -  1097 
ordered  to  the  third  reading         ...  1346 

passed 1^8 

Members,  list  oU  prssent  at  the  opening  of  the 

searion  ------    636,  636 

further  attendanoe  of  627,   628,  637,  640,  644, 
656,  671,  693,  716,  736,  775,  788,  830,  890, 

918,968 
Merchant  vessels,  petitions  against  the  arming  of, 

presented      -        -        1367,  1413,  1416,  1633 
a  bill  to  authorize  the  defence  of,  reported    -  1896 

debated 1899 

passed n  1936 

amendments  of  the  Senate,  committed  -  1997 
ooncurredin     •--.-•  3083 
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Menage,  the  President's,    transmitting  a  letter 
from  the  Judges  on  the  subject  of  the  law 
altering  the  time  for  holding  circuit  courts 
in  Delaware  ------     716 

transmitting  a  report  from  the  Secretaij  of 

State  in  relation  to  the  action  of  the  States 

on  tbe  amendment  to  the  Constitution  re- 

specting  the  suability  of  States  -        -  784 

transmitting  an  act  of  the  State  of  Kentacky 

ratifying  the  said  amendment  -        -         -    809 
recommending  an  appropr'ation  to  defray  the 
expenses  of  a  treaty  with  the  Cherokee  In- 
dians   -------    843 

transmitting  a  representation  from  the  Judge 
of  the  Pennsylvania  district,  and  a  report 
from  the  Attorney  General  in  relation  to  the 
act  for  the  relief  of  persons  imprisoned  for 

debt 847 

transmitting  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of 
State  respecting  tiie  state  of  afiairs  in  the 
Territory  on  the  Mississippi    -  -    908 

transmitting  two  acts  of  the  British  Parlia- 

liament         .--...    950 
on  the  subject  of  outrages  committed  by  a 
French  privateer  in  the  harbor  of  Charles- 
ton        963 

transmitting  an  account  of  expenditures  from 

the  Executive  contingent  fund  -  -1029 
in  relation  to  the  city  of  Washington  -  -  1063 
transmitting  despatches  from  the  American 

Envoys  at  Paris  1802,  187^  1594,  1870,  1972 
on  the  subject  of  relations  with  France        >  1276 
transmitting  a  letter  from   Mr.   Gerry  and 
other  documents,  on  the  subject  of  our  re- 
lations with  France        -        .        .        .  2029 
enclosing  a  letter  from  the  Governor  of  Penn- 
sylvania on  the  subject  of  an  arrival  of 
French  emigrants  from  Port  au-Prince     -  8067 
Messengers  in  Departments,  report  on  the  subject 

of  increase  of  their  salaries,  committed     -    966 
Military  Establishment,  report  on  appropriations 

for  the,  considered          ....  1313 
a  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  years 
seventeen   hundred  and  ninety- eight,  re- 
ported   1367 

debated 1542,  1564 

<»dered  to  the  third  reading         -        .        -  1558 
a  mistake  corrected  and  the  bill  passed  •  1559 

amendments  of  the  Senate  considered  -  1874 

agreed  to 1876 

a  resolution  for  increasing  the,  laid  on  the 

table 1611,2088 

debated    ---.-..  2089 
eommitted         -        -        •     -    .        .        .  2093 
a  bill  making  an  alteration  in  the  act  fixing 
the,  in  relation  to  the  appointment  of  a 
Brigade  Major  and  Inspector,  received      -  1771 

f^^ 1773 

(See,  also,  Army,) 

Militia^  a  committee  appointed  to  inquire  what 
amendments  are  necessary  in  the  act  pro- 
viding for  an  uniform  militia  system         -    642 
a  bill  for  organizing,  arming,  and  disciplining 

the  militia,  reported  ....  735 
debated  -  -  .  .  1334,  1624,  1559 
recommitted     --.-..  1530 


Militia— continued.  Ptfe. 
a  bill  to  rer  eal  in  part  and  to  amend  the  act 
to  establish  an  uniform  militia  system,  re- 
ported   1701 

debated ITiX 

recommitted  .-----  1773 
a  bill  to  provide  arms  for  the  militia,  r^NNted  1877 

debated I9t9 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        -        -        .  1933 
passed     ---.---  193^ 
Milledge,  Mr.,  of  Georgia,  on  the  bill  for  an  ami 

cable  settlement  of  limits  with  Georgia  -  1377, 
1279,  1281,  1283,  1298 
on  the  bill  fupplementary  to  the  bill  to  raise 
a  provisional  army  •        -        .        .  194^ 

Mint,  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  a 
report  thereon,  respecting  alterations  in  the, 
committed     ------     608. 

a  resolution  calling  on  the  Director  tx  a  state- 
ment of  bullion  deposited  since  his  last  re- 
port, and  on  account  of  the  gold  and  sil- 
ver coin  issued  in  the  same  period    •        -     741^ 
the  report  received    -----     740 

motion  to  refer  it  to  the  Committee  of  Ways 

and  Means    .-.--.    8M 
negatived         ------    809 

Morgan,  General,  of  Virginia,  memorial  contest- 
ing the  election  o^  referred  to  tbe  Com- 
mittee of  Elections         ....    649 

report  of  the  committee      ...        -     671 
the  report  agreed  to  •        *-        -        -        -     68S 

Morris,  Mr.,  of  Vermont,  on  the  case  of  Measni. 

Griswold  and  Tiyon  ...        -  982,  1008 
McDowell,  Mr.,  of  North  Carolina,  on  the  bill 

for  the  protection  of  commerce  -  767,  1818 
on  land  titles  in  Tennessee  -  -  -  814 
on  the  bill  for  the  purchase  of  cannon,  dec     1489^ 

1484 
on  the  bill  for  protection  of  the  trade  of  the 

United  States 1507 

on  the  bill  for  raising  a  provisional  army  1535, 
1644,  170.5,  1736,  1740,  1769,  1771 
on  the  supplementary  bill  -  -  -  1934,  1948 
on  the  bill  to  establish  the  Navy  Department  1649 
on  the  naturalisation  law  -  1573,1576,1778 
on  presenta  to  Ministers  -  -  -  -  1681 
on  the  instructions  to  commanders  of  armed 

vessds 1797,  180O 

on  direct  taxes 1848 

on  the  compensation  to  collectors         -        -  1868 
.  on  the  bill  for  suspending  commercial  inter- 
course with  France        ....  1858 
on  the  volunteer  service     -        -  1871,  1878 

on  tbe  bill  for  providing  arms  for  the  militia  1987 
on  the  bill  concerning  alien  enemies  •  -  8081 
on  the  bill  to  authorise  a  loan     -  -  803S 

on  the  bill  to  regulate  the  landing  of  Frendi 

emigrants     --.-..  8088^ 

on  the  increase  of  the  military  estabUsfament    8089 

OD  the  1x11  for  the  punishment  of  crimes        -  3106 

on  the  bill  for  encouraging  the  capture  of 

French  aimed  vessels     ....  817S 

TBI  an  sBssiov. 

Macon,  Mr.,  of  North  Caroliiia,  on  the  alien  and 

sedition  laws         -        •  2438,  2487, 

OD  the  reeolutioa  for  distribotiiig  copies  of  the 

.     CoDititution         ..... 
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on  usurpation  of  EzecutiTe  authority  -  2542,  2592 
on  an  additional  rule  ....  2728 

on  the  resolution  for  printing  the  deepatches 

from  the  American  Envoys  at  Paris  -  2736 

on  the  bill  further  to  suspend  commercial  in- 
tercourse with  France    -        -        -        -  2767 
on  the  bill  to  authorize  the  capture  of  French 

armed  vessels 2985 

on  the  increase  of  the  army         -        -  3037,  3040 
on  the  bill  vesting  the  power  of  retaliation  in 
the  President  in  certain  cases  -'       -        -  3051 
Marine  corps,  a  committee  instructed  to  report 

what  augmentation  is  necessary  in  the      -  2792 
a  bill  to  authorize  an  increase  of  the  corps,  re- 
ported   2973 

ofdered  to  the  third  reading  -        -        -3017 

passed 3018 

Mathers,  James,  a  bill  making  compensation  to, 

committed 2926 

ordered  to  the  third  reading         -        -        •  2956 

passed 2957 

Membcra,  a  list  o^  present  at  the  opening  of  the 

session  ------  2417 

further  attendance  of  •       2419,  2420,  2424,  2425, 
2428,  2437,  2441,  2487,    2488,  2521,    2546, 
2564,  2599,  2648,  2795,  2815,  2934 
Message,   the    President's,   enclosing  despatches 

from  the  American  Envoys  at  Paris  -        -  2725 
enclosing  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State 

on  the  subject  of  said  despatches      -        -  2726 
debate  on  a  resolution  for  printing  an  extra 

number  of  the  above  documents        -        -  2729 
the  resolution  agreed  to      •        -        -        •  2740 
message  enclosing  a  copy  of  an  edict  of  the 
French  Directory    -        -  -  -  2795 

another,  communicating  certain  information  in 
relation  to  the  said  edict  -        -        -        -2917 

MiUtary  Establishment,  report  from  the  Secretary 
of  War  on  the  subject  of  the,  received  and 
committed    --->--  2547 
a  bill  for  the  support  of  the,  reported   -         -  2798 
ordered  to  third  reading      ...        -  2959 

passed 2973 

Militaiy  services,  a  bill  to  amend  the  act  making 

grants  of  land  for,  reported  -        -  2955 

passed 8021 

Militia,  resolution  for  appointing  a  committee  to 
report  what  amendments  are  necessary  in 
the  act  to  establlBh  an  uniform  militia  sys- 
tem       2488 

a  resolution  authorizing  a  detachment  from 

the  militia,  laid  on  the  table    -        -        -  2956 
taken  up  and  debated  ....  2975 

agreed  to,  and  a  bill  pursuant  thereto  reported  2985 
ordered  to  third  reading  and  passed  -  •  3021 
debate  on  the  Senate  amendments  -  -  3052 
disagreed  to  and  further  consideration  of  the 
bill  postponed  to  the  next  session  -  -  3054 
McDowell,  Mr.,  of  North  Carolina,  on  the  usur* 

pation  of  Executive  authority  -        .        -  2705 
on  an  additional  role  ....  2727 

on  the  bill  to  suspend  commercial  intercourse 

with  Frtnce 2777 

on  stamp  duties         .....  2806 
on  the  alien  and  sedition  laws     -  2887,  2897 

on  the  bill  to  authorize  the  capture  of  French 
armed  vessels         .        .        -  2927,  2986 


Page. 
McDowell,  Mr.,  of  N.  Carolina— continued. 

on  the  bill  authorizing  a  detachment  from  the 

militia 2976,  2977 

on  the  increase  of  the  army  3022,  3030,  3087,  3089 
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National  defence,  resolution  making  provision  for 
Naturalization,  resolution  for  appointing  a  commit- 
tee to  report  a  bill  to  amend  the  act  estab- 
lishing an  uniform  rule  of,  laid  on  the  table    421 
Naval  armament,  a  bill  for  the  protection  of  the 

trade  of  the  United  States,  received  -        -    824 

debated 869 

ordered  to  be  engrossed      ...        -    877 

passed 886 

title  of  the  bill  altered        -        -        -        .    886 
the  Senate  agree  to  some  and  disagree  to  other 

amendments  .        -        .        .        .    890 

debate  on  the  amendments  -        -        -        -    891 
committee  of  conference  appointed      -        -    393 
the  Senate  recede  from  the  disagreement  to  all 
the  amendmentsexceptthe  first,  which  fi>r^ 
bids  the  use  of  the  frigates  as  convoys        -    407 
the  House  recede  from  said  amendment        -    409 
Naval  Establishment,  a  resolution  for  making  fur* 
ther  provision  for  completing  and  manning 
the  frigates  United  States,  Constellation, 

and  Constitution 289 

resolution  for  purchasing  a  frirther  naval  force    289 
resolution  for  empowering  the  President  to 
employ  the  naval  force  of  the  U.  States  as 
convoys  to  protect  the  trade  thereof  -        -    28f 
resolution  authorizing  tbe  President  to  provide 
a  further  naval  force       ...        -    288 

amended 286 

agreed  to -    290 

Navy  yard,  resolution  authorizing  the  President 

to  select  a  proper  site  for  a  navy  yard  -  -  888 
Newspapers,  order  for  supplying  them  to  members  68 
Nicholas,  Mr.,  of  Virginia,  on  appointing  a  com- 

mittee  on  unfinished  business  -  -  61,68 
on  the  Answer  to  the  President's  Speech  69,  70,  71, 
04,  194,  199,  211,  212,  216,  218,  224 
on  defensive  measures  241,  242,  248,  244,  271, 
285,  287,  289,  290,  296 
on  appointing  an  agent  for  British  claims  -  291 
on  appointing  a  Committee  of  Ways  and 

Means  ..-.--    908 

on  the  bill  for  defence  of  the  ports  and  harbors 

of  the  United  btates        -        .        -        -    JB18 
on  the  bill  for  raising  an  additional  corps  of 

artillery        -...--    826 
on  the  bill  to  prevent  American  citiiens  from 

entering  the  service  of  foreign  Powers    848,  854 
on  the  bill  for  the  protection  of  the  trade  of 

the  United  States  361,  362,  368,  373,  878,  884 
on  stamp  duties      388,  390,  893,  896,  412,  414» 

417,  418,  420 
on  additional  appropriations         -        *     486,  489 
on  the  duty  on  salt    -        .        •        -        -    442 
on  the  impeachment  of  Wm.  Blount  450,  466,  461 
North  Carolina,  resolution  for  a)*pointing  a  com- 
mittee to  report  a  bill  to  continue  processei 
in  the  Circuit  'ourt  of  this  State,  agreed  to    410 
a  bill  pursuant  thereto  passed      •        -        .    421 
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Kalchez  District,  memorial  of  the  inhabitants  of,  ! 

praying  for  the  establishment  of  a  provis-  , 

ionai  government  in,  referred  to  a  select 
committee     -        -   ,    -        -        -        -    960 
Naturalization,  resolution  directing  the  committee 
on  defence  to  report  as  to  the  expediency  of 
amending  or  suspending  the  act  to  establish 
an  uniform  rule  of,  laid  on  the  table         -  1497  ' 
amended  and  agreed  to       -        -        -        -  1463 
report  of  the  committee      ....  1566; 
debate  thereon  -        -        •  1667,1570,1630* 

a  bill  supplementary  to,  and  in  amendment  | 

of,  the  act  to  establish  an  uniform  rule  of  i 

naturalization,  reported  .        -        -         -  1707 ' 

considered        - 1776  i 

passed 1783  | 

amendments  concurred  in  -        >        -        -  1925 
Naval  Armament,  a  bill  making  an  additional  ap-  I 

propriation  to  provide  and  support  a  naval  \ 

armament,  reported         ....  1265  i 

debated 1267  | 

passed 1270 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  provide  an  addition- 
al naval  armament,  received  and  committed  1884  I 

debated 1440 

passed 1522  | 

a  biH  supplementary  to  the  bill  to  provide  a 
naval  armament  for  the  protection  of  the 
trade  of  the  United  Sutes,  reported  -        -  2032 

debated 2033 

oidered  to  the  third  reading  and  passed        -  2034 
debate  on  the  Senate  amendments         >        -2181 
Htval  Establishment,  resolution  making  an  appro- 
priation for  completing  the  frigates  United 
States,  Constellation,  and  Constitution     -    819 

debate  thereon 821 

resolution  for  appointing  a  committee  to  in- 
quire into  the  expenditure  of  the  moneys 
heretofore  appropriated  for  a  naval  arma- 
ment     820 

considered         ......    gsi 

agreed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed  -        .    836 
report  of  the  committee       ....  1553 

Nivy  Department,  a  bill  for  establishrog  this  De  ■ 

ptftment,  received  ....  1426 

committed         - 1622 

ordered  to  the  third  reading         ...  1553 

p«ied 1564 

NiQ^  Rights,  a  resolution  calling  on  the  Presi- 
dent for  information  respecting  the  conduct 
of  the  British  Government  towards  the  neu- 
tral rights  of  commerce  since  the  ratification 
of  the  treaty,  laid  on  the  table  -        -  1874 

negatived 1877 

MVw  York,  a  peUtion  from  the  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce, praying  that  the  fortifications  in  the 
liarbor  of,  may  be  completed,  presented  and 

referred 1312 

re^rt  thereon  ......  1372 

'11f«wspflpers,  order  for  supplying  them  to  members    626 
a  r^>ort  on  the  subject  of  exchange  newspa- 
pers       1318 

oommitted         ......  1319 

Nicholas,  Mr.,  of  Virginia,  on  the  reforence  of  the 

Pnsidenf  s  Speeeh  ....    663 

on  the  Quaker  memorial    ....    665 


Nicholas,  Mr.,  of  Virginia— continued.  Pige- 

on evidence  in  contested  elections        -        •    686 
on  the  motion  for  leave  to  the  committee  on 
the  protection  of  oonunerce  to  report  by 

bill 693,  697 

on  foreign  coins  719,  720,  727,  740,  751,  806,  807 
on  the  bill  to  authorize  the  Pteindetit  to  post- 
pone the  meeting  of  Congress  in  certain 
cases    --.---.    788 
on  the  bill  for  the  protection  of  commerce  768,  2070 
on  the  Tq>ort  on  the  petition  of  the  daughters 

of  the  late  Count  De  Qrasse  ...  791 
on  land  titles  in  Tennessee  ...    816 

on  naval  appropriations  ....  8S6 
on  the  foreign  intercourse  bill  849,  856,  866,  920 
on  the  case  of  Mes>rs.  Griswold  and  Lyon    -    989 

1087,  1043 
on  stamp  duties  .....  1032 
on  the  impeachment  of  William  Blount  -  1 144 
on  relations  with  France  1253,  1823,  1866,  1861, 
1368,  1369.2117,  2119 
on  the  bill  for  an  amicable  settlement  of  limits 

with  Georgia  1278, 1280, 1281, 1288, 1301, 1810 
on  the  rules  of  the  House  ....  1288 
on  the  bill  for  raising  an  additional  corps  of 

artillery  -      1403,  1417,  1418,  1419,  1425 

on  the  bill  for  the  purchase  of  cannon,  du:.  -  1483 
on  the  bill  for  the  protection  of  the  trade  of 
the  United  States       1440,   J446,   1468,  1469, 

1460,  1494 
on  the  bill  for  raising  a  provisional  army  1 626,  1640 
on  the  bill  for  the  punishment  of  certain 

crimes-  -  -  -  2103,2118,2139 
on  the  abrogation  of  treaties  -  •  -2131 
on  an  additional  naval  armament  -  2182 

North  Carolina,  a  bill  giving  assent  of  Congress  to 

two  acts  of  this  State,  reported  -  1876 

ordered  to  the  third  reading         ...  1376 

passed      ..-...-  1880 

North  and  Vesey,  Messrs. ,  report  on  the  petition  of    665 

a  committee  appointed  to  bring  in  a  bill  for 

their  relief 656 

the  bill  ordered  to  the  third  reading      -        -    746 
passed      -----..    758 
amended  by  the  Senate      ....    781 
amendments  concurred  in   -        -        •        -    813 
Northwestern  Territory,  a  resolution  proposing  cer- 
tain advantages  to  settlers  in  the,  reputed    1046 
a  letter  from  the  Surveyor  General  on  the  sub- 
ject of  surveys  in  sa^  Territory,  referred      1373 

reported  on 1926 

a  bill  for  the  sale  of  lands  in  the,  received     •  1029 
(See  Landi.) 
Nourse,  Joseph,  a  bill  for  his  relief,  received  1898,  1560 
passed -  1773 

THIRD  SBSSIOir. 

Naval  Establishment,  a  report  on  the  subject  of  tha  2682 
committed         ......  2886 

considered 2796 

referred 2798 

Navy,  a  bill  for  the  government  of  the,  reported  -  2758 
ordered  to  the  third  reading         ...  2969 

passed 2986 

a  bill  for  augmenting  the  navy  and  fixing  the 
pay  of  captains  of  ships  or  vessels  of  war, 

reported -  2815 

debated 2823,  2882 

ordered  to  the  third  reading         ...  2866 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Ixxxi 


INDEX. 


Ixx2di 


House  Proceedings  and  Debates, 


Navy— continued.  "  Page. 

further  debated 2867 

passed 2888 

a  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  support 

of  the  navy,  reported  -  -  -  -2817 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        -        -        -  8021 

passed 3022 

a  bin  fixing  the  pay  of  captains  and  command- 
ers of  ships  of  war,  reported    -        -        -  2883 
ordered  to  the  third  reading,  and  the  motive  of 

the  bill  explained 2916 

passed 2919 

a  message,  stating  the  nnmber  of  vessels  in 
commission,  with  their  tonnage  and  num- 
ber of  men    3046 

Newspapers,  order  for  supplying  them  to  members  2419 
Nicholas,  Mr.,  of  Virginia,  on  the  alien  and  sedi- 
tion laws  2429,  2431,  2463,  2799,  2884,  2886, 

3002 
on  the  resolution  for  distributing  copies  of  the 

Constitution 2462 

on  the  bankrupt  bill  -  -  -  2466,  2680 
on  the  impeachment  of  William  Bloont  247 1,  2487 
on  usurpation  of  Executive  authority  2493,  2496, 
2616,  2684,  2691,  2692,  2600,  2717 
on  the  bill  further  to  suspend  commercial  in- 
tercourse with  France  2722,  2741,  2769,  2781, 

2782 
on  an  additional  rule  -  -  -  2727,  2728 
on  the  augmentation  of  the  Navy  -  -  2861 
on  the  bill  vesting  the  power  of  letaliation  in 

the  President  in  certain  cases  -  2907,  2908 
on  the  increase  of  salaries  of  Executive  officers  2924 
on  the  bill  to  authorize  the  capture  of  French 

armed  veseeb  ....  2928  2944 
on  the  resolution  for  expelling  Mr.  Lyon  from 

the  House 2961 

on  the  bill  to  authorize  a  detachment  from  the 

militia -        -  2981 

Northwestern  Territory,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for 
establishing  a  supreme  court  for  the,  com- 
mitted   2919 

postponed  to  the  next  session      -        -         -  3046 
(See,  also,  Lands*) 

O 

FIRST    SXSSIOV. 

Ohio  lands.     (See  Lands,) 

Otis,  Mr.  of  Massachusetts,  on  the  answer  to  the 

President's  Speech  103,  197,  198,  214,  224,  232 
on  defensive  measures  -  241,  268,  282,  290 
on  the  bill  for  defence  of  the  ports  and  harbors 

of  Uie  United  States  -  308,  309,  317,  319 
on  expatriation  ...         -        -    866 

on  the  bill  for  protection  of  the  trade  of  the 

United  States 866 

on  stampduties  899,  401,  407,  410,  416,  420,  429 

SKCOITD    SBtSTON. 

Oaths,  a  resolution  for  appointing  a  committee  to 
report  on  the  propriety  of  employing  cer- 
tain officers  of  the  Senate  and  House  to  ad- 
minister oaths  dec  -  -        -  1069 
a  bill  for  that  purpose  reported    ...  1371 
ordered  to  the  third  reading         ...  1376 

passed 1380 

amendments  c<mctirred  in  -       -       -       -  1660 


Page. 
Officers  and  soldiers,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal 
representatives  of  such,  as  served  during 
the  war  and  died  between  the  months  of 
March  and  November  1783  reported         -    776 

debated 810 

bill  lost    -        -        -  *      -         -        -        -    829 

a  report  on  the  subject  of  relief  of  non-com- 
missioned officers  and  roldiers  -        -  1273 
a  resolution  on  the  subject  negatived    -        -  1274 
Old  Point  Comfort,  Virginia,  a  copy  of  the  act  of 
the  Legislature  of  Virginia  ceding  to  the 
United  States  two  acres  of  land  for  a  light- 
house at,  received  -        .        -         .        .  1346 
{9ee  Light-houses  ^c) 
Otis  Mr.,  of  Massachusetts,  on  the  answer  to  the 

President's  Speech  ....    647 

on  the  motion  to  excuse  Mr.  Lyon  from  at- 
tending the  ceremony  of  presenting  the 
answer  ......    660 

on  granting  leave  to  the  committee  on  the 

protection  of  commerce  to  report  by  bill  -  697 
on  foreign  coins  ...  726,  806,  806 
on  the  bill  for  the  protection  of  conmiegrce  766,  773 

1819,  1832 
on  land  titles  in  T^ineMee  ...  815 
on  the  ease  of  Messrs.  Griswold  and  Lyon  987,  1040 

1041 
oii  the  foreign  intercourse  bill  -  -  ,-1146 
on  Tvlations  witii  France  1256,  1260,  1^21,  1380 

1370 
on  tiie  rules  of  the  House  -        -  1287,  1291 

on  the  bill  for  an  amicable  settlement  of  limits 

witii  Georgia         -        .        -  1303,  1308 

on  the  bill  for  the  defence  of  the  ports  and  har- 
bors of  the  United  States  -        •  1805 
on  the  bill  for  raising  an  additional  corps  of 

artilleiy 1424 

on  the  bill  for  the  purchase  of  cannon,  dec.    -  1428 
on  the  bill  for  the  protection  of  the  trade  of  the 

United  States  -        .  1460,   1488 

on  the  bill  for  raising  a  provisional  aimy  1626, 1641, 

1732 
on  the  bill  supplementary  to  the  above  -  1940 

on  the  bill  to  establish  the  Navy  Department  1547 
on  the  naturalization  law  1568,  1669,  1670,  1671, 

1675,   1581 
«n  presents  to  Ministers     ....  1535 

on  additional  revenue         -        .  1608,   1626 

on  the  memorial  of  Captain  Magnien's  grenp 
adier  company        .....  )714 

on  the  bill  concerning  alien  enemtea  1790,  1086, 

1909,  2016 
on  direct  taxes  -        -      1842,  1894,  2063,  2067 
on  the  bill  to  suspend  commercial  interooarse 
with  France  ......  I864 

on  the  bill  to  authorize  the  defence  of  merchant 

vessels  ---.-.-  1900 
on  the  bill  to  provide  arms  for  the  militia      -  1932 
on  seditious  practices  ....  1959 

on  the  resolution  requesting  the  President  to 
instruct  Mr.  Genry  to  continue  the  negotia- 
tions with  the  French  Directory       -        .  2085 
on  the  bill  for  the  punishment  of  crimes  2106,  2145 
on  the  abrogation  of  tnatieB        -        -        -2125 

TRIBD  8ZS8ION. 

Otis,  Mr.,  of  Massachusetts,  on  the  bankrupt  bill  2468 
on  tile  impeachment  of  W.  Blount  2473, 2478, 2487 
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Otif,  Mr.,  of  Massachusetts — contanned.  Page, 

on  Qsarpation  of  Executive  aathority  2523,  2587, 
2589,  2674,  2692 
on  impressment  of  seamen  -  2546,  2554 

on  sUmp  duties  2557,  2560,  2562,  2567,  2570, 
2571,  2573,  2574,  2803,  2805,  2810,  2814 
on  an  additional  rule  ....  2728 

on  the  motion  for  printing  the  despatches  from 

the  American  Envoys  at  Paris  -        -  2739 

on  the  bill  further  to  suspend  commercial  inter- 
course with  France         ....  2742, 

2770,  2781 
on  the  augmentation  of  the  Navy  -  .  2874 
on  the  bili  to  authorize  the  capture  of  French 

armed  vessels  ...  2930,  2933 
od  the  increase  of  the  Army  ...  3087 
on  the  bill  vesting  the  power  of  retaliation  in 

the  President  in  certain  cases  ...  8049 
on  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill 
authorizing  a  detachment  from  the  militia  3052, 

8058 
P. 

FIBST  8B68IOV* 

Fa^r,  Mr.,  of  Virginia,  on  defensive  measures  242, 

289,  290 
on  the  bill  to  authoriie  the  President  to  pro- 
vide galleys  for  the  defence  of  the  coast  340 
on  the  bill  for  the  protection  of  the  trade  of  the 
United  States         -      359,  362,  367,  378,  408 
Ports  and  harbors,  a  reeolution  fer  making  further 
provision  for  the  defence  of,  presented  and 

debated 239 

a  bill  to  provide  for  fortification  of^  reported  292, 297 
debate  on  the  bill       ....     298,  306 

bill  passed 324 

Potter,  Mr.,  of  Rhode  Island,  on  the  answer  to 

the  PreaidenCs  Speech    -        -        -    213,  229 
on  defensive  measures        ...     274,  282 
on  the  bill  for  the  defence  of  ports  and  har- 
bors      300,  308 

on  the  bill  for  raising  an  additional  corps  of 

artillery 347 

on  the  bill  for  the  protection  of  trade  -        .    369 
on  stamp  duties         •        -        -      398,  406,  430 
President  of  the  United  States,  his  proclamation 

for  convening  an  extra  session  of  Congress  49 
his  Speech  at  the  opening  of  the  session  -  54 
sund^  documents  referred  to  in  the  Speech 

of,  received  -         -        -        .      64  to  67 

answer  of  the  House  to  the  Speech  of  •      67 

his  reply  thereto        -        -        .        .        .    287 
President's  Message.     (See  Mt9sagt.) 
Piisoners  under  the  laws  of  the  United  States, 
resolution  for  appropriating  money  for  the 
erection  of  jails  for  the  confinement  of, 

negatived      - 488 

Privateering,  a  bill  for  the  prevention  of,  received  247 
recommitted  ----..  262 
reported  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed    -        -    267 

pMsed 281 

Prises^  a  committee  appointed  to  bring  in  a  bill  to 

prevent  the  sale  of,  in  certain  cases  •        -    267 
a  bill  to  prevent  vessels  taken  ftom  citizens  of 
the  United  States  by  foreign  Powers  from 
receiving  new  regtsters,  reported      -        -    310 

pMsed      -        -. 388 

Protection  of  trade,  measures  for.  (See  C<fmmeree 
and  Trade.) 


Provisional  Army.     (See  Army,) 


v 


SSCOXD   SKSSIOK. 


Paper,  petition  from  manufecturers  of,  praying  a 
higher  du^  on  the  imported  article,  pre- 
sented and  referred  -        -        -       -   810 

Parker,  Isaac,  of  Massachusetts,  on  the  Quaker 

memorial      -        -        -        -       -       -   6S3 

9n  the  acts  of  limitation    -        -       -      •  710 
on  the  bill  lor  the  protection  of  commerce    -  767 
on  the  foreign  intercourse  bill     •       -       •  908 
Parker,  Josiah,  of  Virginia,  on  the  Quaker  memo- 
rial        664 

on  the  claim  of  Gen.  Kosciusko         -      •  761 
on  the  resolution  for  expelling  Messrs.  Giis- 

wold  and  Lyon      -        -        -       •       -  1087 
on  relations  with  France    -        -       -       -  1S59 

on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  sick  and  disabled 
seamen  -        -         ....  IS91 

on  the  bill  for  the  protection  of  trade  1463,  1832 
on  the  memorial  of  Captain  Magnien'a  gren- 
adier company         -        -        1708,1709,1718 
Pensioners,  report  on  the  subject  of  placing  co- 
tain  persons  on  the  pension  list,  committed  677 
a  bill  directing  the  Secretary  of  War  to  place 

certain  persons  on  the  pension  list,  reported  81S 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        -       .      .  8S0 
passed      -        -        -        -        -       -      -  8J8 

amendments  of  the  Senate,  committed        -   919 
concurred  in     -        -        -        ...   930 
a  committee  appointed  to  inquire  what  altera> 
tions  are  necessary  in  the  act  respecting 
invalid  pensioners  -        -       -       -746 

report  of  the  committee      .        .       -       -  1811 
concurred  in    -        -        -        ...  1883 
report  on  the  petitions  of  sundry,  for  in- 
crease of  pension,  laid  on  the  table         •  14^ 
Pennsylvania,  a  memorial  from  sundry  members 
of  the  Legislature  of  this  Sute,  on  public 

a&ire  ■ 1378 

Philadelphia  College  of  Physicians,  a  letter  from 
the  President  of  this  institution  on  the  sob 
ject  of  contagious  diseases,   laid  on  the 
toble    -        -         -     ^^   ...   957 
Pilots,   resolution  respecting  the  expediency  of 
making  further  provision  for  the  regulation 

of BW 

Pinckney,  Mr.,  of  South  Carolina,  on  the  answer 
to  the  President's  Speech   -        -       .       -  646 
on  granting  leave  to  the  Committee  on  the 
I^otection  of  Commerce  to  report  by  bill     694, 
^  700 

on  foreign  coins  -  -  .  .  -  786 
on  the  claim  of  General  Kosciusko  -  ■  ^ 
on  the  bill  for  the  protection  of  commerce  -  778 
on  the  bill  lor  the  relief  of  the  legal  represent- 
atives of  deceased  officers  -  '  '  Ji 
on  naval  appropriations  -  '  "  '  12 
on  the  foreign  intercourse  bill  -  -  *  JJ| 
on  the  case  of  Messrs.  Griswold  and  Lyon  lOOl 
on  relations  with  France    -  1265,  1256, 1884 

on  the  b  11  for  the  relief  of  sick  and  disabled 

seamen  -  -  -  *  "  '  ^S 
on  the  bill  for  defence  of  ports  and  harbors  -  19'* 
on  the  bill  for  raising  an  additional  corps  of 

artiUeiy 1405,  IjJJ 

on  the  bill  for  raising  a  proviakmal  army    -  ^^ 
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Pollock,  Oliver,  report  on  the  petition  of,  consid- 
ered    -        - 958 

a  bill  for  his  relief  reported         -        -        •     963 
negatived         -        -        .        .  1030,  1048 

Ports  and  harbors,  debate  on  a  resolution  for  mak- 
ing au  appropriation  for  the  fortification  of  1381 
resolution  agreed  to  and  a  bill  ordered  -  1383 

a  bill  supplementary  to  the  act  for  defence  of, 
reported        ---.--  1334 

debated 1394 

pwwed 1402 

Postmasters,  petition  of  sundry  deputy  postmast- 
ers in  relati  )n  to  their  accountability  for 
valuable  papers,  &c.,  lost  in  passing 
through  their  offices,  presented  and  com- 
mitted   796 

report  of  the  committee  laid  on  the  table      -  1068 
Post  Office,  dec,  resolution  for  appointing  a  com- 
mittee to  report  what  alterations  are  neces- 
sary in  the  act  establishing  the  Post  Office, 

Ac. 688 

a  bill  to  continue  the  fifth  section  of  the  act 
respecting  the  Post  Office,  dec.,  reported  -  1275 

pafsed 1296 

report  of  the  committee  appointed  to  report 
on  the  alterations  necessary  in  the  act  re- 
specting the  Post  Office,  dtc.  -        .  1562 
disagreed  to  and  the  subject  recommitted       -  1563 
a  bill  in  addition  to  said  act,  reported  -        -  1775 
postponed  to  the.  next  session      ...  1335 
a  restitution  directing  the  Postmaster  Greneral 
to  report  a  system  for  comprising  into  one, 
all  the  laws  on  the  subject  of  the  post  offi> 
ces,  dec,  heietofore  paissed      ...  1926 
Presents  to  Ministers,  a  letter  from  Thos.  Pinck- 
ney  asking  the  consent  of  Congress  to  his 
acceptance  of  certain  presets  offered  him 
by  the  Governments  of  Great  Britain  and 
Spain,  committed  .....  1553 
a  resolution  authorising  him  to  accept  the 

presents,  received  from  the  Senate  -        -  1567 
committed         ......  1570 

debated 1582 

negatived  ......  1593 

observations  of  Mr.  Pinckney  on  tbe  subject  1612 
resolution  declaring   the  motive  which  in- 
duced the  House  to  reject  the  resolution   •  1775 
adopted    .-..-..  1776 
President  of  the  United  States,  lus  Speech  at  the 

opening  of  the  session    -        -        .        .    630 
committed        ......    534 

debate  on  the  question  of  reference      -        -    653 
answer  to  his  Speech         ....    $43 

his  reply  -..----    652 

debate  on  a  resolution  calling  on  him  to  com- 
municate the  despatches  received  from  the 
*"  American  Envoys  at  Paris      -        .        .  1353 

rerolution  agreed  to  and  a  committee  1^ 

pointed  to  wait  on  him  therewith    -        -  1371 
his  Message  in  answer  to  the  resolution        -  1874 
President's  Message.     (See  MestagtJ) 
Privileges,  a  Committee  o^  appdoted         -        .    955 

(eee  Breach  of  Privilege.) 
Protection  of  trade,  Ac.     (See  Commerce  and 

Trade.) 
Provisional  army.    (See  Army,) 
Pttblication  of  debates.     (See  Dtbatee. ) 


Page. 

TBTRD  SSSSIOH. 

Parker,  Josiah,  of  Virginia,  on  the  alien  and  sedi- 
tion laws      ......  3454 

on  the  impressment  of  seamen    -        -        .  2555 
on  the  augmentation  of  the  Navy         .  2832, 2871 
on  the  bill  to  authorize  the  capture  of  French 
armed  vessels         •        .  -2931,2938 

Parker,  Isaac,  of  Massachusetts,  on  usurpation  of 

Executive  authority        -        -        -        .  2677 
on  the  alien  and  sedition  laws     -        .        .  2800 
Petitions,  report  respecting  those  pendbg  in  the 

last  session   ......  2444 

Pinckney,  Mr.,  of  South  Carolina,  on  the  impeach- 
ment of  William  Blount    ....  2486 

on  usurpation  of  Executive  authority    2500,  2586, 

2594,  2608 
on  the  bankrupt  bill  ...        -2579,2581 
on  the  resolution  for  printing  the  despatches 

from  the  American  Envoys  at  Paris         -  2739 
on  the  bill  further  to  suspend  commercial  in- 
tercourse with  France    -        -        -2764,2768 
on  stamp  duties         -        .        .        .        .  2812 

on  the  bill  to  authorize  the  capture  of  French 
armed  vessels        ....  2938,  2049 

on  increase  of  the  Army     -         3023,  3031,  3038 
Post  Office,  dec,  a  committee  appointed  to  report 
what  alterations  are  necessary  in  the  act  re- 
specting the  Post  Office,  dec.  -        .        .  2488 
a  bill  to  establish  the  Post  Office,  dtc,  r^>ort- 

ed  and  committed  -  -  .  .  .  2821 
ordered  to  the  third  reading         ...  3017 

Pasfed 3013 

a  bill  to  alter  and  discontinue  certain  routes 
and  to  establish  others,  reported       -        -  2973 
President  of  the  United  State*,  his  Speech  at  the 

q)ening  of  the  session  ....  2420 
committed  -.--..  2426 
subjects  of  the  Speech  referred  to  appropriate 

conmiittees  ---...  2442 
answer  to  the  Speech         ....  2438 

^  wpJy 2442 

a  resolution  calling  upon  him  for  information 
in  relation  to  afi&irs  with  France,  laid  on 
the  table  --.«..  2578 
a  resolution  calling  upon  him  for  information 
in  relation  to  the  decree  of  the  French  Di- 
rectory, respecting  citizens  of  neutral  na- 
tions found  on  board  British  ships,  laid  on 
the  table  -.---..  2914 
taken  up  and  debated         -        .        .        .2915 

agreed  to 2916 

his  message  in  answer  to  the  resolution        -  2917 
President's  Message.     (See  Message.) 
Prisoners  of  war,  resolution  instructing  the  com- 
mittee on  defence  to  report  what  provision 
is  necessary  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the 
subsistence  and  safe-keeping  of        -        -  2918 


SBcoiro  sssaioir. 
Quakers,  a  memorial  from  a  yeariy  meeting  o( 
calling  the  attention  of  Congress  to  the 
oppressed  condition  of  their  African  breth- 
ren, and  the  prevalence  of  general  viee  and 
immorality  ---...  559 
debate  on  the  second  reading,  and  reference 
of  the  memorial     -        .        -        .        .    ^53 
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Quaken — continued. 

referred  to  a  select  commitlee 
report  of  the  committee  made 
committed        -        -        - 
debated 


Page. 

-  670 
.     945 

-  946 
.  1032 


concurred  in     -----        -  1033 

THIBD  sissioir. 

Quarantine,  a  bill  respecting  quarantine  and  health 

laws,  reported        ....        -  2753 

taken  up 8792 

debated 2794 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        ...  2795 
passed       -  .-.«--  2796 

amendments  concurred  in  -        -        -        -  2957 


FimsT  ssssioir. 
Betum  of  arms,  &c.,  resolution  calling  on  the 

President  for  a      -        -      *-        -        -    281 
Reyenue,  resolution  for  raising  revenue  adequate 
to  the  reimbursement  of  the  sum  proposed 
to  be  bonrowed  for  the  national  defence     -    239 
a  bill  to  provide  more  effectually  for  the  col- 
lection of  die  internal  revenue,  reported    -    334 
committee  discharged  from  further  considera- 
tion of  the  bill       447 

Rules,  a  conmiittee  appointed  to  revise  the  -        -      53 
Uioee  of  the  last  House  adopted  for  the  pre- 
sent    -.-----53 
Rutherford,  Robert,  election  of  General  Morgan 

contested  by.    (See  Morgan.) 
Rutledge,  Mr.,  of  South  Carolina,  on  the  answer 

to  the  President's  Speech*       -        -       98,223 
on  defensive  measures        -        -        •        -    294 
on  the  bill  for  the  defence  of  ports  and  har- 
bors       307,  310,  320 

on  the  bill  fbr  the  protection  of  trade  -  -  372 
on  stamp  duties  ....  396,  405 
on  the  impeachment  of  William  Blount    456,  464 

SBOOHS  8K8SI0K. 

Reed,  Mr.,  of  Massachusetts,  on  the  acts  of  limiu- 

tion 710 

on  the  foreign  intercourse  bill     -        •        -  1202 

Refugees,  a  bill  for  relief  of  the  refugees  from  Can- 
ada and  Nova  Scotia,  committed      -        -     629 
committee  discharged,  and  a  new  bill  ordered     641 
rqwrted  -        -         -        -        -         -        -    776 

recommitted 803 

reported   -        -        -         -        -        -        -818 

ordered  to  the  third  reading,  and  passed        -    836 
amended  by  the  Senate      ....  1029 

amendments  referred  to  a  select  committee    -  1031 

reported 1083 

recommitted  -  -  -  -  -.  -  1244 
the  Senate  insist  on  their  amendments  -  1249 
committee  of  eonference  appointed  -  -  1252 
report  of  the  committee       -        -        -        -  1357 

Registered  debt  (See  Dehtofthe  United  States.) 

Report  on  sundry  daims   -----    640 
on  the  espedienoy  of  exempting  certain  claims 

from  the  operation  of  the  act  of  limitations    703 

on  foiMgn -coins        ...        -        -    717 

on  land  titles  in  Tennessee  ...    777 

of  the  oommittae  aj^inted  to  report  a  baiik^ 

rupt  system  -        -       ^        -        -        -    796 


Report  on  the  petitions  of  sundry  holders  of  bills  of 

credit 1M9 

on  additional  revenue         ....  IMS 
on  a  naturalization  law       ....  IGM 
Reporters.    (See  Rules.) 
Retrenchment.    (See  Expenditures.) 
Revenue,  motion  for  appointing  a  committee  to  in- 
quire what  alterations  are  necessary  io  the 
act  regulating  the  compensation  of  coUecton 
of  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage     -       -   7)3 
report  on  the  subject  of  additional  revenue  -  1519 
reoonmiitted      •        -        -        ...  1666 

again  reported 1W7 

debated IW6,1613 

referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  1630 
resolution  for  appointing  a  committee  to  re- 
port a  biU  for  the  more  efiectual  collecdoD 
of  certain  internal  revenue       -       -      -  1771 
a  bill  for  that  purpose  passed      .       -       -  1813 
amended  by  the  Senate      .        .       -       -  18W 
ctnnmitted         •        -        •        .       .      •-  1897 
reported   -        -        -         -        ..-1936 
report  of  a  committee  of  conference     -       -  3087 
retenue  statements  received        -       -       -  1063 
Revenue  cutters,  a  bill  to  continue  the  first  section 
of  the  act  respecting  revenue  cutters,  report- 
ed       -        •       t        ...       .1668 

passed 1667 

Revisal  and  unfinished  business,  a  committee  o( 

appointed 036 

Rhode  Island,  resolution  of  the  Legislature  of  this 

State  in  relation  to  the  stamp  act  and  the 

enactment  of  a  law  to  provide  an  uniform 

system  of  weights  and  measures      -       -   830 

Romulus,  case  of  the  famous  horse,  so  called      -  1046 

Ralei^  motion  for  a  eommittee  to  prepare  standmg 

rules  for  the  House         -        .       .       -   641 
negatived  -        -        -        .       -       -   643 

an  amendment  to  the  rules  in  relation  to  the 

reconsidention  of  questioas  proposed      -  1030 
committed         ..-.--  1048 
reported  -        -         -         -        -       -       •  1044 

rejected    -        -  -        -         1285,1397 

an  amendment  in  relation  to  motions  for  ad* 

joumment,  proposed  -  -  "  '  ^^! 
committed  -  -  -  "  "  *  ^JS 
reported   --.----  1044 

disagreed  to -  ^^^ 

a  motion  to  amend  the  rules  by  adding  a  pro- 
vision for  the  acconomodation  of  r^HMtere, 
laidontiiettble    -        -        '     .  '       '  ^^ 
taken  up  and  referred  to  select  committee     •  10^ 
report  of  the  committee      -        "       .*       '     ^ 
a  report  on  all  the  above  motions  considered  1885, 

1396 

an  additional  rule  proposed  -        -       *  ^^^ 

.gieedto  -        -        -        -       -       -»"• 

Other  motions  to  amend  the  rules  laid  on  the 

table -  185* 

a  motion  to  rescind  the  rule  against  speaking 

more  than  once  to  the  same  question       -  ^065 

agreed  to ^^^ 

Rutherford,  Robert     (See  Morgan,  GensraL) 
Rtttiedge,  Mr.,  of  South  Carolina,  on  Uie  Answer 

to  the  President's  Speech  -  '  *  !£ 
on  Uie  Quaker  memorial    -       -    669,  667,  WW 
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Rniledge,  Mr.,  (^  8.  Carolina— continued.  Page, 

on  granting  leayn  to  the  committee  on  the  pro- 
tection of  commerce  to  report  by  bill        •     965 
on  the  bill  for  protection  of  commerce  •'        •    766 
on  the  report  on  the  petition  of  the  danghtera 

of  Count  deGraaae  -  -  -  -  793 
on  foreign  coins  .....  805 
on  land  titles  in  Tennessee  ...  814 
on  naval  appropriations  ....  826 
on  the  case  of  Messrs.  Griswold  and  Lyon    -  990, 

1000 
on  relations  With  France  -  1354,1935,  1365 
on  rules  of  the  House         -        -  1388,  1394 

on  the  bill  for  settlement  of  limits  with  Georgia  1 307 
on  the  bill  for  defence  of  ports  and  harbors  -  1400 
on  the  bill  for  the  purchase  of  cannon,  dec.  -  1431 
on  the  bill  for  raising  a  provisional  army        1534, 

1946 
on  the  naturalization  law    -         1578,  1590,  1591 
on  the  memorial  of  Captain  Magnien's  grena- 
dier company        -        -        -  1716,1723 
on  the  bill  to  suspend  commercial  intercourse 

with  France 1863 

on  letters  of  marque,  See,  -  -  -  -  1891 
on  the  bill  to  provide  arms  for  the  militia  -  1939 
on  the  bill  concerning  alien  enemies    -        .  3001 

THIBD   SX88I0H. 

Report  on  the  subject  respecting  the  measares 

known  as  the  alien  and  sedition  laws        -  3985 

Retaliation,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  vesting  the 

power  of  retaliation  in  the  President  of  the 

United  States,  in  certain  cases,  received    -  3884 

debate  on  committing  the  bill      -        -        -  3907 

committed        ......  3914 

debated    - 3045 

passed 3053 

Rules,  resolution  for  amending  the  rules,  in  relation 
to  motions  for  adjournment,  laid  on  the 

table 3722 

taken  up  and  debated         ...        .3726 

negatived  ......  2729 

Rntfedge,  Mr.,  of  South  Carolina,   on  the  alien 

and  sedition  laws    >        -        -        •        -  3445 
on  usurpation  of  Executive  authority     3495,  2634 
on  an  additional  rule  .....  2736 

on  the  bill  vesting  the  power  of  retaliation  in 

the  President  in  certain  cases   -  2907,  2912 

on  the  bill  to  authorize  the  capture  of  French 
armed  vessels  ...  2931,2946 

8. 

FIRST    SESSIOir. 

Bah.     (See  Duties.) 

8ergeant-at-arms  elected     -----      52 

Bewail,  Mr.,  of  Massachusetts,  on  the  Answer  to 

the  President's  Speech  -  -  159,207,220 
on  defensive  measures  .  -  .  .  395 
on  the  bill  to  authorize  a  detachment  from  the 

militia 336 

on  the  bill  to  authorize  the  President  to  pro- 
vide galleys  for  the  defence  of  the  coast    •    340 
on  expatriation  -        -        -      349,  350,  355 

on  the  bill  for  protection  of  trade  -      363,  384 

on  stamp  duties        389,  405,  411,  415,  416,418, 

431,  432,  436 
on  additional  appropriations  -  -  -  438 
on  the  impeachment  of  William  Blount      461,  463 


Page. 
Shepard,  Mr.,  of  Massachusetts,  on  the  bill  for  rais- 
ing an  additional  corps  of  artillery  -     326,  343 
on  the  duty  on  salt    .....    443 
Ship's  registers.     (See  Prizes. ) 
Sitgreaves,  Mr.,  of  Pennsylvania,  on  appointing  a 

committee  on  unfinished  business    -        -       60 

on  the  Answer  to  the  President's  Speech    99,  196, 

311,  213,  216,219 

on  the  bill  for  defence  of  ports  and  harbors  307,  313, 

313 
on  expatriation  ....     351,  355 

on  the  bill  for  protection  of  trade      360,  369,  370, 

371 
on  the  act  of  the  last  session  in  relation  to  the 

time  for  the  next  meeting  of  Congress        -    377 

on  stamp  duties  -    388,  389,  395,  399,  480 

on  the  impeachment  of  William  Blount    448,  449> 

463,459,460,  461,468 

Skinner,  Mr.,  of  Massachusetts^  on  the  1^1  for  the 

defence  of  ports  and  harbors  -        -      307,  310 
on  the  bill  to  authorize  a  detachment  from  the 

militia 307,  dia 

on  the  duties  on  wines,  dbc*        ...    390 
on  the  impeachment  of  William  Blount       -    449 
Smith,  Mr.  W.,  of  South  Carolina,  on  the  election 

ofCleriL       ...  .        -      51 

on  the  Answer  to  the  President's  Speedi     70,  78, 

06,  151,   193,  194,   198,   199,  307,  809,  311, 

313,  337,  333 

on  defensive  measures     389,  340,  341,  343,  343, 

344,  357,   379,  383,  383,  384,   885,  387  389, 

395 
on  the  bill  to  prevent  the  exportation  of  arms, 

Ac 349 

on  appointing  an  agent  in  relation  to  British 

claims -        -    391 

on  requisitions  of  militia    .        -        -     393,393 
on  appointing  a  Committee  of  Ways  and 

Means 397 

on  the  bill  for  defence  of  ports  and  harbors  399,  300, 
304,  306,  309,  316,  317,  830 
on  the  bill  for  raising  an  additional  corps  of 

artillery 335,  341 

on  expatriation  -        ...        -     350,  354 
on  the  bill  for  protection  of  trade      860,  362,  866, 
368, 372,  376,  393 
on  the  act  of  the  last  session,  fixing  the  time 

for  the  next  meeting  of  Congress     -        -    377 
on  inventing  &e  President  with  power  to  lay 

and  reg^ate  embargoes  .        .        .         •     386 

on  stamp  duties        389,  393,  394,  397,  401,  413, 

414,415,416,417,430 

on  additional  appropriations        ...    435 

on  the  duty  on  salt    .....     441 

on  the  bill  to  authorize  a  loan     -        -      444, 445 
Smith,  Mr.  N.,  of  Connecticut,  on  the  answer  to 

the  President's  Speech    -        -        -      306,319 
on  the  bill  for  defence  of  ports  and  harbors    -    317 
on  expatriation  ......    353 

on  the  bill  for  the  protection  of  trade    -        -    373 
on  stamp  duties         ....     404,  419 

on  additional  appropriations        ...    433 
Smith,  Mr.  8.,  of  Maryland,  on  the  answer  to  the 

President's  Speech  -        -        •     313,331 

on  defensive  measures       340,  341,  255,  359,  374, 

876,  289,  396 
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Smith,  Mr.  8.,  of  Maryland— continued.  Page, 

on  the  bill  to  prevent  the  exportation  of  arms, 

&c. 248,249 

on  the  bill  for  defence  of  ports  and  harbors    802, 
303,  304,  807,  310 
on  the  bill  for  raising  an  additional  corps  of  ar- 

Ullery 329,  341,  346 

on  the  bill  to  authorize  a  detachment  from  the 

militia 387 

on  the  bill  to  provide  galleys  for  defence  of  the 

coast 339,340 

on  expatriation  .....     348 

on  the  bill  for  the  protection  of  trade    -    359,  364, 

367,  369 

Speaker  elected 60 

his  remarks  on  taking  the  Chair  -        -        -51 
oath  administered  to  him    ....      52 
Spirits.    (See  Duties.) 
Stamp  duties,  a  bill  laying  a  stamp  duty  on  vellum, 

pfper,  dec.,  reported      ....    331 

debated 387 

passed 443 

Stanford,  Mr.,  of  North  Carolina,  on  the  bill  for 

the  protection  of  trade    ....    409 
Stock,  a  bill  fi^m  the  Senate  to  revive  and  continue 

the  act  to  authorize  a  transfer  of,  passed  -    447 
Swanwick,  Mr.,  of  Pennsylvania,  on  appointing  a 

committee  on  unfinished  business     -        62,  63 
on  the  answer  to  the  President's  Speech  1 10,  200, 

219 
on  defensive  measures        -      240,  263,  255, 1(73, 

286,  289 
on  the  bill  for  defence  of  ports  and  harbors  311,316 
on  the  bill  for  raising  an  additional  corps  of 

artillery 344 

on  expatriation  -        .....    353 

on  the  bill  for  the  protection  of  trade    •      371,  881 

on  stamp  duties  387,  388,  390,  397, 400, 404, 407, 

413,422,428,430 

SSCOITD  SESSION. 

Salaries,  report  on  the  subject  of  the  salaries  of 

clerks  in  the  puUic  offices       ...    957 
a  report  on  the  salaries  of  the  messengers  in 

the  Departments 966 

Sands,  Comfort,  a  report  on  the  petition  of,        -    78 1 
agreed  to  ......    784 

a  bill  for  his  relief  reported         ...    785 
recommitted      ......    968 

Seamen,  a  bill  for  relief  of  sick  and  disabled  sea- 
men, reported        .....  1097 

recommitted      ......  1245 

a  new  bill  reported    -----  1376 

amended,  and  ordered  to  the  third  reading   -  1388 

debated 1886 

passed 1402 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  resolution  directing  him 
to  report  an  account  of  certain  outstanding 

certificates 728 

resolution  calling  on  him  for  information  re- 
specting the  execution  of  the  third  section 
of  the  act  regulating  foreign  coins    -        -    808 

debated 804 

his  report         ......    819 

his  report  on  a  plan  for  regulating  duties  on 

imports  and  tonnage,  received  •*        -        -    918 
a  statement  of  the  amount  of  drawbacks  on 
dutiabis  artidee,  recebed        ...    980 


Page. 

Secretary  of  War,  a  report  from  him  on  the  esti- 
mate  of  appropriations  necessary  to  defray 
expenses  of  holding  a  treaty  with  the  Che* 

rokees 847 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  a  committee  appointed  to 
report  a  bill  for  granting  him  the  franking 
privilege        .--...  1971 

biU  passed 19«T 

Sedition,  a  bill  for  the  prevention  of  dangerous 
and  seditious  practices,  reported  ami  ex- 
plsined  ......  1868 

debated 1954 

recommitted 8034 

resolutions  respecting  measures  for  the  punish- 
ment of  seditious  writers         -        -        -2115 
committed  -        -        -        -        -  2116 

(See,  also,  Crimes,) 
Sergeant-at-arms,  report  on  the  petition  of  the,  for 

an  increase  of  salary       ....  1J74 
Sewall,  Mr*,  of  Massachusetts,  on  the  Quaker  me- 
morial -        -        -         ....     661 
on  the  bill  to  regulate  the  mode  of  taking  evi- 
dence in  contested  elections     ...     685 
on  the  motion  for  leave  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Protection  of  Commerce,  to  report  by 

bill 693,694,706 

on  fordgn  coins  ...  729, 750,  766 
on  the  bill  for  protection  of  commerce  -  769, 2061 
on  naval  appropriations      -  •     824,  8S7 

on  naval  expenditures  -  '  -  -  -  884 
on  the  foreign  intercourse  bill  -  .  -  941 
on  the  case  of  Messrs.  Griiswold  and  Lyon    •  1601, 

1041,  1042 
on  stamp  duties  ...'..  1076 
on  relations  virith  France  1253,  1326,  1366  2117 
on  the  Rules  of  the  House  ....  1286 
on  the  bill  for  relief  of  sif^  and  disabled  sea- 
men       1886,1389 

on  the  bill  for  defence  of  ports  and  harbors  -  1895 
on  the  bill  for  raising  an  additional  corps  of 

artiUeiy 1403,1417 

on  the  bill  for  the  purchase  of  cannon,  dec    -  1427, 

1428,  1480,  1438 
on  the  bill  for  protection  of  trade  -        •  1457, 1462 
on  the  bill  for  raising  a  provisional  army        1527, 
1634,1684,  1702,1771 
on  supplementary  bill         -  1984,  1941,  1945 

on  the  bill  for  establishing  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment   ---..--  1546 
on  the  naturaliantion  law   -  1567, 1578,  1674^ 

1578,  1776,  1778,  1786 
on  additional  revenue         ....  1660 
on  the  memorial  of  Captain  Magnien's  grena- 
dier company         .....  I7I8 
on  the  bill  concerning  alien  enemies    1786,  1787, 

1788, 1790,  1793 

on  direct  taxes -  1853 

on  the  bill  to  regulate  the  compensation  to 
collectors,  Ac.       .....  1857 

on  the  bill  to  suspend  commercial  intercourse 

with  France 1860 

on  letters  of  marque,  dec.    ....  1891 
on  the  bill  to  authorize  the  defence  of  mer- 
chant vessels         ...  1900, 1903, 1912 
on  seditious  practices         ...  1957, 1971 
on  the  bill  to  regulate  the  landing  of  French 
•migrants      -        •        -^^^-2064^2066,2067 
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8ewal],  Mr.,  of  MasBachusetts — continued.  Page, 

on  abrogation  of  treaties    -        -        -        -  2120 

on  the  bill  to  provide  an  additional  naval  arma- 
ment   -------  2182 

Sh^tard,  Mr.,  of  Massachusetts  on  the  repoit  on 
the  petition  of  the  daughters  of  Count  De 

Grasse 795 

on  the  case  of  Griswold  and  Lyon       -   982,1001 
his  testimony  in  the  above  case   ...  1052 
on  relations  with  France    -        -        -         -  1341 
on  the  bill  for  raising  an  additional  corps  of  ar- 
tillery   1406,  1420 

on  the  Inll  for  the  purchase  of  cannon,  ^.  -  1430 
on  the  militiry  appropriation  bill          -        -  1556 
00  the  bill  for  the  protection  of  conmierce     -  1818 
on  the  bill  to  provide  arms  for  the  militia       -  1927 
on  the  bill  supplementary  to  the  bill  for  raising 
a  provisional  army          1934,  1935,  1911,  1943 
ShirtclifTe,  Robert,  (See  Gannett,  Deborah.) 
Sitgreaves,  Mr.,  of  Pennsylvania  on  motion  to  ex- 
cuse Mr.  Lyon  from  attending  the  ceremony 
of  presenting  the  Address  o  the  President    650 
on  the  reference  of  the.  President's  Speech  654,  655 
on  the  bill  to  regulate  the  mode  of  taking  evi- 
dence in  contested  elections    -        -      683,  687 
on  the  motion  for  granting  leave  to  the  com- 
mittee on  the  protection  of  commerce  to  re- 
port by  biU   696 

on  foreign  coins        718,  724,  740,  746,  749,  754 
on  the  foreign  intercourse  bill      -        -        .    859 
on  the  case  of  Messrs.  Griswold  and  Lyon  992, 1005, 

1038,  1041,  1042 
his  testimony  in  the  above  case    -        •        •  1048 
on  stamp  duties         -        -  1074,  1079,  1082 

on  the  impeachment  of  William  Blount,       -  1 144 
on  relations  with  France    -  1330,  2117,  21 19 

on  the  bill  for  the  protection  of  trade       1474,  1520 
on  the  naturalization  law  1572,  1577,  1581,  1780, 

1782 
on  additional  revenue  ....  1600 

on  the  bill  for  raisbg  a  provisional  army  1685,  1729 

1759 
on  the  supplonentary  bill  -        -        -        -1951 

on  the  memorial  of  Captain  Magnien's  gre- 
nadier company    ....  1708,  1715 

on  the  instiuctions  to  the  commanders  of 
armed  vesseb        ....  1797,  1803 

on  the  bill  fur  the  protection  of  commerce      -  1834 
on  direct  taxes  ......  1847 

on  letters  of  marque  dec.     ....  I883 

on  the  bill  to  authorize  the  defence  of  merchant 

ve«els  •        ..        899,  1901,  1909,  1911,  1915 

on  the  Mil  to  provide  arms  for  the  militia      -  1933 

on  the  bill  concerning  alien  enemies    -  1999,  200 1 

on  the  bill  to  regulate  the  landing  of  French 

emigrants     --....  2063 

on  the  bill  for  suspending  commercial  inter- 
course with  France         ....  2I8O 

Blander,  notice  of  a  motion  for  reprimanding  a 

member  for  slaodering  the  House    -        -  1415 
Slavery,  (See  QtMkers.) 

Slaves,  a  bill  to  provide  for  the  enumeration  o^  re- 
ported   1869 

(See  Lands  and  dwelling  housei. ) 
Smitht  Mr.  N.,  of  Connecticnt,  on  the  motion  to 
excnse  Mr.  Lyon  from  attending  the  cere- 
mony of  presenting  the  Address  to  the  Pree- 
ident 660 


Smith,  Mr.  N.,  of  Connecticut— <Mmtinued.  Page, 

on  the  bill  to  regulate  the  mode  of  taking  evi 

dence  in  cases  of  contested  elections          -    684 
on  the  motion  for  granting  leave  to  the  com- 
mittee on  the  protection  of  commerce  to  re- 
port by  bill 696 

on  the  acts  of  limitation      ....    707 
on  the  bill  to  authorize  the  President  to  post- 
pone the  meeting  of  Congress  in  certain 

cases 789 

on  the  bill  for  the  protection  of  commerce  -  772 
on  the  foreign  intercourse  bill  ...  867 
on  stamp  duties  .....  1077 
on  relations  with  France  ....  1332 
on  the  naturalization  law  *-  .  .  -  1578 
on  additional  revenue  ....  1599 

on  the  bill  for  raising  a  provisional  army  -  1699 
on  the  bill  concerning  alien  enemies  1787»  2000 
on  direct  taxes  .....  1844 

on  the  bill  to  authorize  the  defence  of  merchant 

vessels 191S 

on  the  bill  for  the  punishment  of  crimes        -  2186 
Smith,  Mr.  S.,  of  Maryland,  on  the  Quaker  me- 
morial ...--..    669 
on  the  motion  for  granting  leave  to  the  com- 
mittee on  the  protection  of  commerce  to  re- 
port by  bill 699 

on  the  acts  of  limitation  -  -  -  711 
on  foreign  corns  ...  728,  748,  763 
on  the  bill  for  the  protection  of  commerce  -  774 
on  the  case  of  Mesitrs.  Griswold  and  Lyon  998,  1 007 
his  testimony  in  the  above  case  -  -  -  1013 
on  stamp  duties  .....  1071 
on  the  foreign  intercoorae  bill  -  -  -  1 102 
on  relations  with  France  -  1258,  1356,  1358 
on  the  bill  for  relief  of  sick  and  dinbled  sea- 
men    -        - 1890 

on  the  bill  for  the  defence  of  ports  and  harbors  1896 
on  the  bill  for  raising  an  additional  corps  of 

artUleiy  -        -        .        1404,  1417,   1423 

on  the  bill  for  the  purchase  of  cannon,  4tc  1430, 

1438 
on  the  bill  for  the  protection  of  trade  1461,  1462, 

1494 
on  the  bill  for  raising  a  provisional  army  1536,  1680 
on  the  bill  supplementary  to  the  above  1934,  1938, 
1939,  1941,  1943^  1944,  1948,  1958 
on  the  military  appropriation  bUI  1543,  1644 
on  the  bill  for  establishing  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment             -  1546 

on  the  naturalization  law  ....  1669 
on  additional  rovenue  1595,  1598,  1604,  1624 
on  the  bill  to  authorize  the  defence  of  merchant 

vessels-  -  -  -  1901,1908,1911 
on  direct  taxes  -  -  1923,  2049,  2058,  2172 
on  the  bill  to  provide  arms  for  the  militia  -  1928 
on  the  bill  concerning  alien  enemies  1999,  2000, 

2002,  2022 
on  the  bill  to  authorize  a  loan  -  2038,  2041 
on  abrogation  of  treaties  -  2063,  2152,  2126 
on  the  bill  to  regulate  the  landing  of  French 

emigrants  ....  2064,  2065 
on  the  bill  fur  the  protection  of  commeroe  •  2067, 

2070,  2078 
on  the  increase  of  the  Military  Establish- 
ment   ...        -        -  2089,  2092 
an  the  bill  to  suspend  commercial  interconm 
with  France          .        .        .    ^        .  2164 
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Smith,  Reuben,  and  Nathan  Strong,  a  report  on 

the  petition  of 1035 

agreed  to,  and  a  bill  pursoant  thereto  ordered  1384 

hill  reported 1426 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        -        -        -  1 532 
postponed  by  the  Senate  to  the  next  seadon    3185 
Snuff.     (See  Dutiet,) 

Shafford,  John,  report  on  the  petition  of     -        -    836 
Speaker,  absent  on  accoant  of  indispoeitaon  670,  1062, 

U75,  1835 
Speaker /»ro  tempore  elected     .        .        -  1475,  1835 
Spirit!,  report  on  the  petition  of  sundry  distillers 
praying  an  increase  of  duties  on  foreign 
spirits  ......  1274 

(See,  also.  Duties.) 
Spngne,  Mr.,  of  New  Hampshire,  his  testimony 

in  the  case  of  Messrs.  Oriswold  and  Lyon  1049 
Spcigg,    Mr.,   of  Maryland,   on    relations  with 

France  ...        1319,  1831,  1333 

Stunp  duties,  motion  for  appointing  a  committee 
to  inquire  into  the  alterations  necessary  in 
the  act  laying  a  stamp  duty  on  TeUom, 
parchment,  and  paper    ....     676 

motion  amended  and  agreed  to    -        -        -    677 
report  of  the  committee      ....    693 

a  bill  making  alterations  in  said  act,  reported  1031 

debated 1235 

passed 1340 

amendments  concurred  in  ....  1266 
a  reaolution  for  appointing  a  committee  to 
report  a  bill  to  repeal  said  act  -        -        -     830 

committed         - 831 

report  against  the  ez(*ediency  of  repealing  the 

act       - 831 

the  resolution  and  report  thereon  referred  to 

Committee  of  the  Whole        -        -        -    847 
the  report  disagreed  to       -        •        .        -  1070 
debate  on  a  motion  for  instructing  the  Com- 
mittee  of  Ways  and  Means  to  report  a  bill 

to  repeal  the  act 1070 

motion  agreed  to        -        -        -        *        •  1083 
a  bill  for  that  purpose  reported    ...  1083 

debated 1097 

passed  ;  rejected  by  the  Senate    ...  1098 
Stanlbrd,  Mr.,  of  North  Carolina,  his  testimony 

in  the  case  of  Messrs.  Grriswold  and  Lyon  1057 
State  secrets,  a  petition  prajring  that  measures  may 
be  taken   to   prevent  the  publication  o^ 

committed 1312 

Stills,  a  petition  complaining  of  the  act  laying 

a  duty  on,  committed     ....    672 

reported  on       -----        -    742 

a  resolution  directing  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  to  report  what  alterations  are 
necessary  in  the  act  respecting  the  entry  of    813 
a  bill  making  alterations  in  the  act,  reported  1031 

debated 1344 

recommitted 1345 

reported 1375 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        ...  1285 

passed 1296 

amendments  of  the  Senate^  committed         -  1897 

reported 1917 

committee  of  conference  appointed       -        -3088 
their  report       ......  2173 

the  report  disagreed  to,  and  the  bill  post- 
poned by  the  Senate  to  the  next  session   -  3175 


Stills— continued.  Page. 

a  bill  to  alter  the  time  for  making  entry  U, 

passed 3176 

postponed  by  the  Senate  to  the  next  session  -  3184 
Stirling,  General,  report  on  the  petition  of  his  wi- 
dow, committed     ....        -    788 
Suits  between  States,  motion  that  provision  be 
made  by  law,  allowing  the  trial  of  tU 
cases  in  which  one  or  more  States  are  in- 
terested, by  a  jury  taken  from  a  State  not 
interested,  laid  on  the  table    ...  1085 
committed        -..-.-.  1040 
Sumter,  Mr.,  of  South  Carolina,  his  testimony 

in  the  case  of  Messrs.  Griswold  and  Lyon  1034 
on  the  bill  for  raising  a  provisional  army     -  IM6, 

1704 
Superintendent  of  Fortificationsi,  a  motion  for  ap- 
pointing a,  laid  on  the  table    ...  1898 

negatived 1489 

Supervisors  of  the  revenue,  the  franking  privilege 

granted  to -  t0©7 

Swanwick,  Mr.,  of  Pennsylvania,  on  the  Quaker 

memorial 86f 

on  the  bill  authorizing  the  President  to  poat- 
pune  the  meeting  of  Congress  in  certain 
cases    -..----     787 
on  foreign  coins        .....    749 

THIBD  SBSSlOir. 

Sands,  Comfort,  a  bill  for  relief  o^  reported        -  3888 
S^re^  Stephen,  report  on  the  petition  o^  nega- 
tived; a  resolution  authorizing  a  settle- 
ment of  his  accounts,  laid  on  the  table     -  3867 
Seamen,  a  bil  to  authorize  ibe  reimbumenioit  of 
money  advanced  by  Consuls  in  f<»eign 
ports  for  relief  o^  reported       ...  8665 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        ...  8740 

passed 8754 

a  committee  appointed  to  report  what  altera- 
tions are  necessary  in  the  act  f  >r  the  relief 
and  protection  of  •         -        -        -        -  8764 
a  bill  to  amend  the  act,  reported  -        -  3017 

passed 3031 

a  committee  appointed  to  report  what  altera- 
tions are  necessary  in  the  act  for  the  relief 
of  sick  and  disabled       ....  2817 

a  bill  to  amend  said  act,  reported         -        -  3955 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        ...  3017 
passed      .......  8018 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  a  resolution  calling  on 
him  for  an  account  of  the  armed  vessels  in 
the  service  of  the  United  States,  with  an 
estimate  of  the  expenses  of  their  equip- 
ment, dec,  laid  on  the  table    ...  3466 
withdrawn  and  a  substitute  agreed  to  -        -  8468 
his  report  received      .....  8488 

Bergeant-at-Arms,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the,  re- 
ported       8816 

ordered  to  the  third  reading         ...  2906 
passed     -        -        -         •     .    -        -        -  8916 
Sewall,  Mr.,  of  Massachusetts,  on  the  resolution 

for  distributing  copies  of  the  Constitution  -  8460 

on  the  bankrupt  bill 3468 

on  the  impeachment  of  William  Blount  3473, 
3483,  3485,  8486 
on  stamp  duties  .....  8671 
on  usurpation  of  Executive  authority  3684,  3668 
on  the  resolution  for  printing  the  despatches 
from  the  American  Envoys  at  Pttis  •  8739 
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Sewall,  Mr.,  of  Maflsachasetts — continued.  Page* 

oo  the  bill  further  to  suspend  commercial  in- 
tercourse with  France     -        -  2754,  2785 
on  the  alien  and  sedition  laws     28S4,  2886,  2892 
on  the  bill  to  authorize  a  detachment  from 

the  militia 2981 

Smith,  Mr.  N.,  of  Connecticut,  on  the  alien  and 

sedition  laws  ...  .  2487 

on  the  resolution  for   distributing   copies  of 

the  Constitution 2459 

on  usiupatioi  of  Executive  authority     2519,  2543 
Smith,  Mr.   8.,  of  Maryland,  on  the  alien  and 

sedition  laws  -        -        -         ...  2447 

on  the  bankrupt  bill 2467 

on  usurpation  of  Executive  authority    2613,  2647 
on  the  resolution  for  printing  the  despatches 

from  the  American  Envoys  at  Paris  2781,  2735 
on  the  bill  further  to  suspend  commercial  in- 

tercouree  with  France  -  2741,  2767,  2786 
on  stamp  duties  .....  2805 
on  the  augmentation  of  the  navy  •        -  2878 

on  the  increase  of  the  salaries  of  Executive 

officers 2922 

on  the  Mil  to  authorize  the  capture  of  French 

armed  vessels         -         •         •  2929,  2982 

on  the  bill  to  authorize  a  detachment  from  the 

militia 2982 

on  the  increase  of  the  army     8023,  8037,  3041, 

3042 
on  the  bill  vesting  the  power  of  retaliation  in 
the  President,  in  certain  cases  -        -  3051 

Spaight,  Mr.,  of  North  Carolina,  on  the  bill  fur- 
Uier  to  suspend  commercial  intercourse  with 

France 2778 

Speaker,  thanks  of  the  House  voted  to  ;  his  reply  8054 
Special  bail,  a  bill  for  the  security  of,  in  certain 

cases,  received        .....  3017 
Spirits,  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  instruct- 
ed to  report  a  bill  to  consolidate  into  one 
act  and  to  amend  the  several  acts  respect- 
ing the  duties  on  domestic  distilled  spirits, 

and  on  stills 2565 

a  plan  for  that  object  received  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury        ...        -        -  2665 
Sprague,  Mr.,  of  New  Hampshire,  on  the  alien  and 

sedition  laws  .....  2453 

on  the  bill  further  to  suspend  commercial  in- 
tercourse with  France  ...  2776 
Sprigg,  Mr.,  of  Maryland,  on  the  alien  and  se- 
dition laws   ......  2448 

Stamp  duties,  motion  for  a  committee  to  report  a 
bill  further  to  amend  the  act  laying  a  stamp 
duty  on  parchment,  paper,  Sec.        -        -  2428 
committee  appointed  .....  2429 

a  bill  further  to  amend  said  act  reported        -  2470 

recommitted 2493 

a  new  bill  reported 2522 

debated    -        -      2556,  2565,  2573,  2803,  2807 

passed 2815 

Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  nett  annual  amount  of  du- 
ties on  stamps,  and  a  proper  compensation 
for  the  supervisors  and  inspectors    -        -  8582 

the  report  thereon 2725 

Sturgeon,  Robert,  a  bill  authorizing  his  discharge 

from  imprisonment  reported    ...  2906 
ordered  to  the  third  reading         >        -        -2919 
2926 

5th  Con.— D 


T. 
FIRST  SESsioir.  Page. 

Thatcher,  Mr.,  of  Massachusetts,  on  the  election 

of  Clerk 51,  52 

on  appointing  a  committee  on  unfinished  bu  • 

siness 60,  61,  68 

on  the  answer  to  the  President's  Speech  70,  1 95 
on  defensive  measures  ...  240,  284 
on  the  bill  to  prevent  the  exportation  of 

arms,  &c.  .--...  250 
on  the  requisition  of  militia  ...  294 
on  the  bill  for  the  defence  of  ports  and  harbors  803 
on  expatriation  -        -       —        -*       -    356 

on  stamp  duties         -        -        .        -     418,  426 
on  additional  appropriations         ...    439 
Trade  of  the  United  States,  a  bill  for  the  protection 

of  the,  received      .....    334 

debated 369 

brdered  to  be  engprossed      -        -        -        -    377 

passed      .......    386 

title  of  the  bill  altered        ....    386 

(See  Naval  Armament.) 

SECOND  SBSSIOK. 

Taxes,  a  report  recommending  a  direct  tax  upon 

houses,  lands,  and  slaves        ...  1668 
recommitted      -       '-        -        -        -        -  1666 
reported    -----.-  1567 
a  bill  for  the  assessment  and  collection  of  di- 
rect taxes,  reported         ^        .        -        -  1683 

debated 1837 

recommitted 1866 

a  new  bill  reported  -  .  -  -  .  1869 
a  bill  for  laying  a  direct  tax  on  the  United 

States,  reported 1707 

a  bill  for  the  same  object  reported  and  com- 

mitted 2033 

debated 2049 

ordered  to  the  third  reading         ...  2061 

passed 2066 

amended  by  the  Senate  -  -  -  .  2139 
amendments  laid  on  the  table  -  .  -2171 
taken  up  and  debated  -        -        -        .2172 

(See,  also.  Lands  and  DwelUng-kouses. } 
Tennessee,  remonstrance  firom  the  Legislature  of, 
against  the  extension  of  the  boundary  line 
between  the  United  States  and  the  Chero- 
kee Indians,  referred  to  a  select  committee    672 
their  report       ......    767 

debated 777,814 

a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  War  in  relation 
to  experimental  lines  from  Clinch  river  to 
the  Chilhowee  mountain,  received  and  com- 
mitted   804 

(See,  also,  Indiana.) 
Thatcher,  Mr.,  of  Massachusetts,  on  the  motion  to 
excuse  Mr.  Lyon  from  attending  the  cere- 
mony of  presenting  the  address  to  the  Pre- 
sident   660 

on  the  Quaker  memorial     -        -    668,668,1032 
on  the  motion  for  granting  leave  to  tbe  com- 
mittee on  the  protection  of  commerce  to  re- 
port by  bill     696 

on  the  acts  of  limitation      -        -        -        -    711 
on  the  bill  to  authorize  the  President  to  post- 
pone the  meeting  of  Congress  in  certain 

cases 788 

on  the  bill  for  the  protection  of  commerce      -    771 
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Thatcher,  Mr.,  of  Massachaaette — continued.  Page, 

on  the  resolution  for  expelling  Messrs.  Gris- 

wold  and  Lyon      ...  1036,1038 

on  stamp  duties  .....  1081 
on  the  foreign  intercourse  bill  -  >  .1113 
on  the  bill  for  an  amicable  settlement  of  limits 

with  Georgia         -         -         -  1306,1310 

on  the  bill  for  the  defence  of  ports  and  harbors  1401 
on  the  report  on  the  subject  of  post  offices  and 

post  roads     - 1562 

on  presents  to  Ministers     -        .        .        -  1588 
on  the  memorial  of  Captain  Magnien's  grena- 
dier company         ...  1709,  1719 
on  the  bill  to  provide  arms  for  the  militia  1930,  1931 
on  the  increase  of  the  army         -        -        -  2130 
Tonnage,  resolution  calling  on  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  for  a  statement  of  tonnage  of  the 
shipping  belonging  to  the  several  districts 
of  the  United  States        .        .        .        .1375 

the  statement  received        ....  1377 

Treasurer  U.  States,  accounts  received  from  the  768,  830 
Treasury  Department,  account  of  receipts  and  ex- 

penditures  received         .         .         -   691,  1312 
estimates  for  the  service  of  the  year  seventeen 

hundred  and  ninety-eight  received     -         -     692 
a  communication  in  relation  to  the  loan  for 
the  use  of  the  city  of  Washington,  receiv- 
ed from  the  ...        ~        -        .    728 
a  statement  of  imports  received  from  the       -     813 
astatement  of  exports  received  from  the        -1234 
(See,  also.  Secretary,) 
Treasury  and  War  Departments,  a  resolution  for 
appointing  a  committee  to  inquire  what  al- 
terations are  necessary  in  the  act  making 
alterations  in  tUbse  departments,  and  into 
the  expediency  of  abolishing  the  office  of 
Commissioner  of  the  Revenue,   laid  on  the 

table   ----..-     784 

taken  up,  agreed  to,  and  the  committee  ap- 
pomted         ......     801 

their  report        ......    841 

agreed  to 842 

THIRD    SESSIOir. 

Taxes,  motion  directing  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  to  report  on  the  alterations  ne- 
cessary in  the  act  laying  a  direct  tax  on  the 
(Jnited  States  -  -  .  2458,  2582 
report  of  the  committee  ....  2726 
(See,  also,  Lands  and  DweUing-houses.) 
Taiewell,  Henry,  of  Virginia,  his  death  an- 
nounced, resolutions  for  att«iding  his  fune- 
ral, &c.         2771 

Tennessee,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  amend  the 
act  for  giving  effect  to  the  laws  of  the 
United  States  in  this  State,  committed      .2914 
ordered  to  th  j  third  reading        -     ■    -        -2916 

passed 2919 

Thatcher,  Mr.,  of  Massachusetts,  on  the  alien  and 

sedition  laws  2432,  2450,  2454,  2899,  2902 
on  the  resolution  for  distributing  copies  of 

the  Consiittttioo    •  -  2461,2464 

on  usurpation  of  Executive  authority  -        -  2590 
on  the  rf-solution  for  printing  the  despatches 
from  the  American  Envoys  at  Paris  2780,  2735 
Timber,   a  bill  authorising  the  purchase  of,  for 

naval  purposes,  reported  -  >  -  2815 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  -  -  -  2832 
passed 2863 


Troops  of  the  United  States,  a  bill  for  the  better 

organizing  of,  received   ....  2S57 
committed         ......  2884 

debated 3018 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        -        -        -  3019 

U. 

FIRST  SSSSIOK. 

Unfinished  Business,  debate  on  the  motion  for  ap- 
pointing a  committee  on  -        -        -      60 
motion  canied  -        -        -        -        -  •     -       63 

SXCOHD  SBSSION. 

Unfinished  Business,  a  Committee  on,  appointed  6S6 
Usefril  Arts,   a  committee  ii4)pointed  to  inquire 
what  alterations  are  necessary  in  the  act  for 

the  encoutagement  of    -        -        -        -  628 

a  bill  in  addition  to  said  act  reported    -        -  1039 

debated 1243 

recommitted      ------  1244 

THIRD  SKSSIOS-. 

Unfinished  Business,  a  Committee  on,  appointed  2424 
Usurpation  of  Executive  authority,  a  resolution 
for  appointing  a  committee  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  extending  the  penalties 
of  the  act  for  the  punishinent  of  certain 
crimes  against  the  United  States,  to  per- 
sons usurping    the    Executive  authority 

thereof 2488 

laid  on  the  table 2489 

taken  up  and  debated         -        -  2493,  2522 

agreed  to  --.---  2646 

the  committee  appointed     .        -        .        .  2&46 
a  bill  for  the  punishment  of  certain  crimes 
therein  specified,  reported        -        .        .  2666 

debated 2688 

ordered  to  be  engrossed  .  -  -  .  2699 
fiirther  debated  2599,  2626,  2677,  2682,  2666 
passed -  2721 


FIRST  SESSION. 

Van  Alen,  Mr.,  of  New  York,  on  the  bill  for  the 

defence  of  porta  and  harbors    -  314,  819 

Vamum,    Mr.,    of  Massachusetto,  on  defensive 

measures      -         -        -  .      -        -      270,  286 
on  the  requisition  of  militia        ...     293 
on  the  bill  for  the  defence  of  porta  and  har- 
bors      299,  308,  319 

on  the  bill  for  raising  an  additional  corpa  of 

artillery  -.-..-  327 
on  the  bill  to  authorize  a  detachment  from  the 

militia 327,  339 

on  the  bill  for  organizing  the  militia    -        -    340 
on  stamp  duties         .....    388 
Venable,  Mr.,  of  Virginia,  on  the  answer  to  the 

President's  Sp^  196,  211,  214,  216,  219 
on  the  requisition  for  militia  ...  292 
on  expatriation  .....  363 
on  the  bill  for  the  protection  of  trade  -  367,  369 
on  stamp  duties       394,  399,  401,  403,  418,  419, 

426,  430 
on  the  impeachment  of  William  Blount  456,  461, 

463,464 

SBCOBB  tlSSIOV. 

Vamum,  Mr.,  of  Massachusetta,  on  the  motion 
for  leave  to  the  committee  on  the  pr»teettoa 
of  commerce  to  report  by  bill  -        -        -    698 
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Vsmum,  Mr.,  of  MaBsachusetU— continued.  Page, 

on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  representatives 

of  deoeafed  officers  and  soldiers       -        -812 
testimony  ci,  in  the  case  of  Messrs.  Griswold 

and  Lyon 1024 

on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  sick  ^d  disabled 
seamen         -        -        -        -        -        -  1391 

on  the  bill  for  raising  an  additional  corps  of 

artillCTy 1424 

on  tbe  bill  for  purchase  of  cannon,  Sec,  1432,  1435 
on  additional  revenue        ...  1595,  1627 
on  the  bill  for  raising  a  provisional  army      1703, 

1739,   1937 
on  the  naturalization  law  ...  1792 

ou  the  bill  for  the  protection  of  commerce    1833 
on  direct  taxes        ....  1843,  1924 

on  the  bill  to  provide  arms  for  the  militia     -  1930 
on  the  bill  to  authorize  a  loan      -        .        .  2047 
on  the  biU  to  regulate  the  landing  of  French 
emigrants      ......  s!064 

Vaughan,  John,  report  on  the  petition  o^  agreed 

t<]^  and  a  bill  for  his  relief  ordered    -        -  1866 

bill  reported 1867 

ordered  to  the  third  reading         -        -        -  1871 

passed      --.--..  I873 

Vensl)le,  Mr.,  of  Virginia,  on  unfinished  business    630 

on  the  answer  to  the  President's  Speech  636,  645, 

646 
on  the  Quaker  memorial  ....  669 
on  the  motion  for  leave  to  the  committee  on 

the  protection  of  commerce  to  report  by  bill    695 
on  foreign  coins         -        -  718,  752,  805 

on  land  titles  in  Tennesse  •        -        -        -    814 
on  the  bill  for  an  amicable  settlement  of  lim- 
its with  Georgia    .        .        -        -        .  1278 
on  the  bill  for  the  defence  of  ports  and  har- 
bors    ---.--.  1896 
on  the  naturalization  law    -        .  1570,  1574 

on  presents  to  Ministers     ....  1597 
on  the  instructions  to  commanders  of  armed 

vesseb  -..--.  I8O6 

on  the  bill  for  protection  of  commerce    1832,  2062 
on  letters  of  marque,  dec.  -        -  1879,  1890 

on  direct  taxes  •         -  1893,  2054,  2058 

on  the  increase  of  the  MiHtary  Establishment  2090 
Vessels  of  war,  a  bil^  to  authorize  the  President 
to  accept  any  vessels  of  war  that  might  be 
offered  for  the  public  service,  receiv^       .  1926 
a  resolution  to  authorize  the  President  to  pro- 
cure a  number  of,  in  addition  to  those  here- 
tofore authorized,  laid  on  the  table  -        -  2084 
(See,  also,  Armed  Vessels.) 
Virginia,  a  petition  from  sundry  fireehoMers  of, 
praying  a  repeal  of  the  stamp  act,  presented 
and  referred  -        -        -  .     -        -        -    828 
the  amendment  to  the  Constitution  respecting 

die  suability  of  States  ratified  by      -        -  1029 
a  copy  of  the  act  of,  ceding  to  the  United 
States  two  acres  of  ground  for  the  erection 
of  a  light -house  at  Old  Point  Comfort,  re- 
ceived          -        -  1345 

Volanteer  service,  resolution  for  exempting  fi-om 
ordinary  militia  duty  such  volunteer  corps 
as  may  be  accepted  by  the  President,  laid 

on  the  table 1867 

withdrawn,  and  sundry  resolutions  in  rela* 
tion  to  the  arming,  equipment,  ^.,  of  vol- 
'  unteers,  laid  on  the  table        ...  1868 


Page. 

-  1871 

-  1878 


Volunteer  service — continued. 

taken  up  and  debated 
committed 
(See  Army.) 


THIRD  szssioir. 
Vamum,  Mr.,  of  Massachusetts,  on  the  resolution 
for  printing  the  despatches  fi^m  the  Ameri- 
can Envoys  at  Paris       ....  2734 
on  the  bill  fbrther  to  suspend  oomm^ial  in- 
tercourse with  France     ....  2768 
on  the  bill  to  authorize  the  capture  of  French 

armed  vessels        .....  2948 
on  the  bill  authorizing  a  detachment  from  the 
militia-        -.---.  2977 
Venable,  Mr.,  of  Vhrginia,  on  the  impeachment  of 

William  Blount 2486 

on  the  resolution  for  printing  the  despatches 
•     from  the  America^  Envoys  at  Paris  2730,  2740 
on  the  bill  authorizing  a  detachment  from  the 
militia-        .....        .  2984 

on  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  said  bUl  8058 

on  the  increase  of  the  army        ...  8041 

Vermont,  a  bill  to  alter  the  time  for  holding  the 

district  court  in,  received  and  ordered  to  the 

third  reading         -        -        .        -        .  8017 

passed      .......  8018 

W. 

PIBST  SESSIOK. 

Ways  and  Means,  motion  for  appointing  a  commit- 
tee of  297 

committee  appointed  .....    298 
Wheaton,  Joseph,  elected  8ergeant-at-Arms        -      52 
Williams,  Mr.  R.,  of  North  Carolina,  on  the  elec- 
tion of  Clerk         61 

on  appointing  a  committee  on  unfinished  busi- 
ness    .......      63 

on  the  answer  to  the  President's  Speech    193,  195, 

221,  229 
on  defensive  measures  240,  254,  280,  286,  295 
on  the  bill  to  prevent  the  exportation  of  arms, 

Ac      - 252 

on  the  bill  for  the  defence  of  ports  and  har- 
bors    .        -        299,  301,  304,  305,  31 1,  823 
on  the  bill  for  raising  an  additional  corps  of 

artillery 825,844 

on  the  duty  on  salt    .....    335 
on  the  bill  authorizing  a  detachment  from  the 

militia  .....     336,837 

on  the  bill  for  protection  of  trade  -      368,  368,  378 
on  stamp  duties         ...      389,400,426 
Wiffiams,  Mr.  J.,  of  New  York,  on  the  answer  to 

the  President's  Speech  -  -  -  -  219 
on  the  requisition  for  militia  ...  294 
on  appointing    a  Conmnttae  of  Ways  and 

Means  -        -  -        .'.        .    298 

on  the  bill  for  protection  of  trade         -        -    381 

on  stamp  duties         400,  401,  415,  420,  427,  429 

on  additional  appropriations       ...    438 

Wines,  dec.    (See  Duties.) 

sscovD  ssasj^oir. 

Warren  river,  (Rhode  Island,)  a  petition  praying 
that  the  said  river  may  be  slaked  out  at  the 
expense  of  the  United  States,  presented 
and  referred  -        .        -        -        -        -  1249 
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Page. 
Washingtoo  City,  a  message  enclosing  a  memorial 
from  the  Commissioners  in  relation  to  the 
situation    and  circumstances  of  the  citj, 
committed    ......  1063 

reported  on       -----        >  1245 

report  considered  and  agreed  to    -        -        -  1266 
a  bill  making  appropriations  for  completing 

the  public  buildings  in,  reported       -        >  1266 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        ...  1272 
passed      .......  1275 

amendments  of  the  Senate  committed  -        -  1402 
reported,  and  agreed  to       >        >        -         .  1413 
Ways  and  Means,  a  committee  of,  appointed       -     672 
Weights  and  measures,  resolution  foi  appointing  a 
committee  to  report  a  plan  for  establishing 
a  standard  of,  laid  on  the  table         >         -     820 
agreed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed  >        -    829 
Wells,  Benjamin,  memorial  off  praying  indemnity    • 
for  losses  incurred  in  consequence  of  the  in- 
surrection,  laid  on  the  table     ...    629 
motion  to  refer  it  to  a  seliect  committee         -    638 
referred  to  Committee  of  Claims  ...     639 
Welsh,  Anna,  report  on  the  petition  of,  considered     743 
negatived         ...---     745 
(SeeHurlbut,  George.) 
Widows  and  orphans,  a  bill  making  provision  for 

certain,  reported    .....     946 

debated 1030,  1036 

passed 1044 

Williams,  Mr.  J.,  of  New  York,  oh  the  motion  to 
excuse  Mr.  Lyon  from  attending  the  cere- 
mony of  presenting  the  address  to  the  Pres- 
ident   .......     650 

oh  the  motion  for  leave  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Protection  of  Commerce,  to  report  by 

bUl 697 

on  the  acts  of  limitation  -  -  -  -  712 
on  foreign  coins  -  -  -  -  719,  725 
on  the  bill  for  the  protection  of  commerce  .  772 
on  the  report  on  the  petition  of  the  daughters 

of  Count  de  Grasse  -  -  .  791,795 
on  naval  appropriations  -  .  .  821, 826 
on  naval  expenditures  .  .  .  .  -  832 
on  the  resolution  for  expelling  Messrs.  Gris- 

wold  and  Lyon  .....  1037 
on  stamp  duties         .        .  1070,  1074,  1078 

on  the  foreign  intercourse  bill  ...  1088 
on  the  bill  for  an  amicable  settlement  of  limits 

with  Georgia  -  -  -  -1282,1302 
on  the  Rules  of  the  House.  '.  .  .  1292 
on  relations  with  France  ...  1333,  1367 
on  the  bill  for  organizing  the  militia  .  .1 385 
on  the  bill  for  defence  of  ports  and  harbors  1397, 

1400 
on  the  bill  for  raising  an  additi<mal  corps  of 

artUlery 1406,  1418 

on  the  bill  for  the  purchase  of  cannon,  6m,  -  1428 
on  the  bill  for  protection  of  trade  -  -  1464 
on  the  bill  for  raising  a  provisional  army      -  1537, 

1671,  1767 
<»i  the  bill  for  establishing  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment     1545,  1551 

on  additional. revenue  ....  1598 
on  the  naturalization  law  -  -  .  .1781 
on  the  protection  of  commerce  -  .1817,  2076 
on  direct  taxes  -        -        1840,   1896,  1923 

on  letters  of  marque,  6lc.  ....  1889 


P«8* 

Williams,  Mr.  R,  of  North  Carolina,  on  foreign 

coins    ...         ....     73t 

on  the  case  of  Messrs.  Griswold  and  Lyon    -   976, 

1002,  1003,  1041,  1042,  1065 

on  the  foreign  intercourse  bill      -        -        -  1211 

on  the  bill  foi^  raising  an  additional  corps  of 

artillery  ....  1422,  1423 

on  the  bill  for  establishing  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment     1550 

on  presents  to  Ministers     ....  1588 

on  additional  revenue         ....  1609 

on  the  bill  for  raising  a  provisional  army  1 64  8,  1 680, 
1741,  1758,  1760,  1767,  1951 
on  the  memorial  of  Captain  Magnien's  grena- 
dier company         -        -        .        .         .  1720 
on  the  bill  concerning  alien  enemies      1793,1994, 

1998 
on  the  instructions  to  commanders  of  armed 
vessels  .....         .  1807 

on  letters  of  marque,  &c  ....  1889 

on  seditious  practices  ....  1962 

on  the  bill  to  authorize  a  loan    ...  2040 
Williams,  Elie,  report  on  the  petition  of    -        -  1 773 
a  bill  to  grant  a  certain  lot  of  ground  to,  re- 
ported .......  2033 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        ...  2049 
passed      .......  2055 

Wilmington,  North  Carolins,  Committee  on  Com- 
merce and  Manu&ctures  instructed  to  report 
I  on  the  expediency  of  passing  a  law  giving 

I  the  assent  of  Congress  to  the  appointment 

I  of  an  health  officer  for  the  port  of    -        .  1249 

I  Wines  and  spirits,  resolution  instructing  the  Com- 
I  mittee  of  Ways  and  Means  to  inquire  what 

j  alterations  are  necessary  in  the  law  laying 

a  tax  on  the  licenses  for  retailing  wines  and 
spirits   .......     691 

J  agreed  to *  .     692 

I  report  of  the  committee       ....  1068 

I  Wolcott,  Captain  Giles,  petition  of,  presented  and 

referred  •       .  .  .        .        .    701 

j  THIRD  8S86IOV. 

I  Wabk,  Mr.,  of  Pennsylvania,  on  stamp  duties  2558,  2567 

on  the  bankrupt  bill 2577 

on  the  increase  of  the  salaries  of  Executive 

officers 2925 

Washington,  Lieutenant  General,  attends  the 
House  to  hear  the  address  cf  the  Presi- 
dent        2420 

Ways  and  Means,  a  committee  o^  appointed  2444 

Western  Reserve.     (See  Connecticut.) 
Wheaton,  Joseph.     (See  Sergeani-at-Arms,) 
Williams,  Mr.  J.,  of  New  York,  on  the  alien  and 

sedition  laws,         -  2432,  2452,  2886 

on  the  resolution  for  distributing  copies  of  the 

Constitution 2464 

on  usurpation  of  Executive  authority  -  -  2541 
on  impressment  of  seamen  ...  -  2556 
on  stamp  duties         ...  2557,  2658 

on  an  additional  rule  ....  2728 

on  the  bill  further  to  suiq>end  commercial  in- 
tercourse with  France    ....  2779 
on  the  bill  to  authorize  a  detachment  from  the 

militia -  2984 

Williams,  Mr.  R.,  of  North  Carolina,  on  usurpft- 

tion  of  Executive  authority      -  2593,  2606 
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Williams,  Mr.  R.,  of  N.  Carolina — continued.  Page, 
on  the  resolution  for  printing  the  despatches 

from  the  American  Envoys  at  Paris  .  -  2735 
on  the  increase  of  the  salaries  of  Executive 

officers 2925 


Y. 


riRST  ssssioir. 

Yeas  and  Nays,  on  an  amendment  to  the  answer 

to  the  President's  Speech  210,  216,  230,  231,  233 
on  the  bill   to   prevent   the   exportation  of 
arms,  Ac.     ------    267 

'    on  the  resolution  for  authorizing  the  President 
to  provide  galleys  or  other  small  vessels  for 
the  defence  of  the  coast  •        -        -        -    297 
on  an  amendment  to  the  bill  for  the  defence  of 

the  ports  and  harbors  of  the  United  States  320 
on  the  passage  of  the  bill  -  -  -  823,  324 
on  the  bill  for  raising  an  additional  corps  of 

artillery 347 

on  agreeing  to  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  rejecting  the  6th  and  7th  sec- 
tions of  the  bill  to  prevent  American  citi- 
zens from  entering  the  service  of  foreign 

Powers 356 

on  postponing  further  consideration  of  the  bill     856 
on  fixing  a  time  for  adjournment  -        -    357 

on  an  amendment  to  the  bill  for  the  protection 

of  the  trade  of  the  United  States  374,  375,  376 
on  the  passage  of  the  bill  -  -  -  -  385 
on  a  bill  laying  a  duty  on  licenses  for  the  sale 

of  wines  and  distilled  spirits    -        -        -     391 
on  postponing  consideration  of  amendments  to 
the  bill  for  the  protection  of  the  trade  of  the 

United  States 392 

on  receding  from  an  amendment  to  the  bill   •    409 
on  amendmenta  to  the  bill  for  laying  a  stamp 

duty  on  parchment,  vellum,  and  paper  431,  432 
on  the  passage  of  the  bill  -  -  .  -  433 
on  agreeing  to  the  limitation  clause  in  the  bill 

laying  an  additional  duty  on  salt  -  -  446 
on  the  passage  of  the  bill    •        -        -        -    447 

ssconD  sxssioir. 

Yeas  and  Nays,  on  the  resolution  for  preparing  an 

answer  to  the  President's  Speech      -        -    637 

on  motion  for  leave  to  the  committee  on  mea- 
sures for  the  protection  of  commerce  to  re- 
port by  bill    700 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  to  suspend  the 
2d  section  of  the  act  regulating  foreign  coins    756 

on  the  bill  granting  an  annuity  to  the  daugh- 
ters of  the  late  Count  De  Grasse      -        -    808 

on  committing  the  resolution  for  expelling  Mr. 
Lyon,  of  Vermont,  for  assaulting  Mr.  Gris- 
wold,  of  Connecticut      ...        -    955 

on  other  motions  in  relation  to  the  subject    -    956 

on  agreeing  to  the  resolution       .        -        .  1008 

on  the  motion  to  postoone  the  consideration 
of  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Privileges 
on  the  case  -----.   1063 

on  agreeing  to  the  report    -        .        -        -  1066 

on  the  previous  question  on  a  resolution  for  re- 
primanding the  above-named  members      -  1067 

on  a  resolution  for  appointing  a  committee  to 
report  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Amy  Darden  -  1047 


Yeas  and  Nays —  Page. 

on  postponing  the  consideration  of  the  motion 
instructing  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  to  report  a  bill  to  repeal  the  stamp 
act        - 1080 

on  agreeing  to  the  motion  .        .        -        .  1088 

on  an  amendment  to  the  bill  providing  the 
means  of  intercourse  with  foreign  nations  -  1234 

on  the  bill  supplementary  to  the  act  to  estab- 
lish the  Judicial  Courts  of  the  United  States  1267 

on  postponing  consideration  o^  and  on  agree- 
ing to,  the  report  of  a  select  committee^on 
amendmenta  to  the  rules  of  the  House        -  1295 

on  a  motion  calling  upon  the  President  to 
communicate  to  the  House  the  despatches 
received  from  the  American  Envoys  at 
Paris 1371 

on  an  amendment  to  the  bill  supplementary 
to  the  bill  for  defence  of  the  porta  and  har- 
bors of  the  United  States         -        -        -  1402 

on  an  amendment  to  the  bill  for  raising  an  ad- 
ditional corps  of  artillery  .        -        .  1425 

on  an  amendment'  to  the  bill  for  protection  of 
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Establishment     -  -  -  -  8941 

5th  Con.— E 


Pag^ 

Army,  an  act  giving  eventual  authority  to  the  Pre- 
sident to  augment  the  Army         -  -  3933 

Army  and  Navy,  an  act  authorising  the  President 

to  fill  vacancies  in  the      -  -  -  3963 

B. 


8BCOND  SESSIOir. 


Bank  of  the  United  States,  an  act  for  the  punish- 
ment of  frauds  on  the     - 


3749 


TBIRD  SESSIOir. 

Bail,  an  act  providing  for  the  security  of,  in  cer- 
tain cases  ....  3936 

Balances,  &c.     (See  Accounts,) 

Bills  of  Exchange,  an  act  to  alter  the  stamp  du- 
ties on  foreijoi  bills  of  exchange  and  bills 
of  lading,  imposed  by  the  act  laying  duties 
on  stamped  veltum,  &c.  ...  3806 

Boon  Island,  (Maine,)  an  act  for  the  erection  of 

a  beacon  on        -  ...  .  8939 

C. 

FIHST  SE8SI0IC. 

Congress,  an  act  to  ascertain  the  time  for  the  next 
meeting  of,  and  to  repeal  the  act  hereto- 
fore passed  ....  3692 

SKCOHD  SESSION. 

Canada  and  Nova  Scotia,  an  act  for  the  relief  of 

-  3718 


the  refugees  from 

Cannon,  &c.,  an  act  to  enable  the  President  to 
procure  cannon,  ammunition,  dec 

Claims  against  the  United  States,  an  act  limiting 
the  time  within  which  claims  for  credits 
on  the  books  of  the  Treasury  may  be  pre- 
sented for  allowance 

Clerks,  an  act  to  revive  and  continue  the  act  le 
specting  the  compensation  of 

Collectors,  an  act  to  regulate  and  fix  the  compen- 
sation of  persons  employed  in  collecting 
the  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,  and  to 
insure  more  effectually  the  settlement  of 
their  accounts      -  -  -  - 

Commerce  of  the  United  States,  an  act  for  the 
more  effectual  protection  of  the    - 
an  act  in  addition  to  the  above 
an  act  further  to  protect  the 

Consuls,  an  act  authorizing  an  expenditure  and 
making  an  appropriation  for  the  reimburse- 
ment of  moneys  advanced  by  Consuls  in 
certain  cases 

Contested  elections,  an  act  to  prescribe  the  mode 
of  taking  evidence  in  cases  of      - 

Crimes  against  the  United  States,  an  act  for  the 
puniilunent  of    - 

Google 


-  3726 


3757 
-  8728 


3770 

8733 
3750 
3754 


-  3721 
3704 


-  3776 
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THIRB  8B88IOK. 


Oierke,  an  act  to  regulate  and  fix  the  compensa- 
tion of   -----  3939 

Collectors,  an  act  to  eatablish  the  compensation  of 
officers  employed  in  the  collection  of  the 
duties  on  imports  and  toimage      -  -  3909 

Crimes,  an  act  for  the  punishment  of  certain,  there- 
in specified         ....  3795 

D. 


-  3701 


3733 
3734 


piisT  sissioir. 
Doties,  an  act  laying  additional  duties  on  salt 

SSOOVD  SBSSIOir. 

Debt,  an  act  for  the  relief  of  persons  imprisoned 
f<w  debts  due  the  United  States    - 
an  act  supplementary  to  the  act  for  the  relief 
of  persons  imprisoned  for  debt     - 

Despatches,  a  jmnt  resolution  for  printing  and  dis- 
tributing g^tuitously  a  certain  number  of 
copies  <^^e  instructions  to  and  despatches 
firom  the  Envoys  at  Paris 

Direct  tax.     (See  Taxes. ) 

Duties,  an  act  to  pos^ne  the  commencement  of 
the  duties  imposed  by  the  act  laying  a 
duty  on  stamped  vellum,  4cc 
an  act  to  amend  the  several  acts  laying  duties 

on  distilled  ^irits  and  on  stills  - 
an  act  to  continue  for  a  limited  time  part  of 
an  act  making  further  provision  for  collect- 
ing the  duties  on  distilled  spirits,  stills, 
and  on  wines  and  teas  ... 
an  act  to  suspend,  for  a  further  time,  the  du- 
ties on  the  manu&cture  of  snuff,  and  the 
drawbadis  on  the  exportation  thereof 

THimn  sxssioir. 
Distillers  of  Geneva,  an  act  respecting     -  -  3939 

Docks,  an  act  to  authorize  the  establi^unent  of     •  3805 
Duties,  an  act  to  regulate  the  collection  of  the  du- 
ties on  importR  and  tonnage  -  -  3812 


MRST  SESSIOir. 

Expiring  laws,  an  act  to  continue  sundry  •  3693 

sscoim  sxssioir. 
Evidence.     (8ee  Canteated  Eleetions.) 

THIRD  SXSSIOV. 

Executive  authority,  a  bill  for  the  punishment  of 
persons  usurping  the  Executive  authority  of 
the  Government.     (See  Crimes.) 

Executive  officers,  ao  act  to  augment  the  salaries 
ofoertain  -  -  -  . 


Pi«e. 

THIRD  SKflBIOir. 

France,  an  act  fur&er  to  suspend  commercial  inter- 

coursewith  ...  -  3796 

Frendi  citizen?,  an  act  concerning  such  as  bmve 
been,  or  may  be,  captured  and  brought  into 
the  United  Sutes  -  -  •  3808 

Frontiers,  an  act  to  regulate  trade  and  intercourse 
with  the  Indians  and  to  preserve  peace  00 
the  frontiers        ....  3956 

G. 

SSCOVD  SBSSIOR. 


Galleys,  an  act  to  authorize  the  President  to  purchase 
or  build  a  number  of  small  vessels  to  be 
equipped  as  galleys  ...  8717 

an  act  to  amend  said  act     ■  -  -  -  3748 

Gay  Head,  Massachusetts,  an  act  to  authorize  ^ 

erection  of  a  light-house  on  •  -  8789 

Georgia,  an  act  for  an  amicable  settlement  of  limits 
with  and  to  establish  a  government  in  the 
Mississippi  Territory       ...  3719 

Grloucester,  Massachusetts,  an  act  to  establish  an 
-  3794  I  annual  salary  for  the  surveyor  of  the  port  of  3776 

THIRD  ssssioir. 
Geneva,  an  act  repecting  the  distillers  of  -  -  8989 

H. 

THIRD  SBS8IOV. 

Health   laws,  an  act  respecting  quarantine  and 

health  laws         ....  8808 


3703 
3707 

3717 
3790 


SXCOND  sxssioir. 
Foreign  coins,  an  act  supplementary  to  the  act  for 

the  regulation  of  -  -  -  •   3707 

Foreign  intercourse,  an  act  providing  the  means  of  3710 
France,  an  act  to  suspend  commercial  intercourse 

with,aiid  the  dependencies  thereof  -  3787 

an  act  to  amend  said  act      -  -  •  3794 

an  act  for  abrogation  of  the  treaties  with        -  8754 


•     I. 

SRCOVD   SESSIOK. 

Indians,  an  act  making  af^ropriations  to  defray  the 
expenses  of  holding  a  treaty  or  treaties  with 
the  .  -  -  -  -  8706 

Insolvent  laws,  an  act  for  relief  of  persons  impris- 
oned for  debU  due  the  United  States  -  8783 
an  act  supplementary  to  the  act  for  relief  of 
persons  imprisoned  for  debt          -            -  3734 

Instructions.     (See  Deapaiches.) 

THIRD  SRSSIOir. 

Impost  and  tonnage,  an  act  to  regulate  the  collec- 
tion of  the  duties  on        -  -  -  8818 

an  act  to  establish  the  compensation  of  officem 
employed  in  collecting  the  duties  on          -  8909 
Indians,  an  act  making  appropriations  to  defray  the 
expenses  of  holding  a  trea^  or  treaties  with 
the 8800 

an  act  making  appropriations  to  defiray  the  ex- 
penses of  carrying  into  effect  certain  treatiee 
with  the  ....  8801 

an  act  to  regulate  trade  and  intercourse  with 
the 3956 


SSGOHD  SK8SI0K. 

Judiciary,  an  act  in  further  addition  to  the  act  to 
establish  the  Judicial  Courts  of  the  United 
States     -----  8791 

THIRD  SSSISOR. 

Journals  of  Congress,  joint  resolution  authorizing 
a  subscription  for  400  copies  of  Folweirs 
edition  of  the      -  -  -  -  3979 
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Judiciary,  an  act  providing  compenaation  for  the 
marshals,  attorneys,  jurors,  Ac,  of  the 
courts  of  the  Dnited  States,  and  for  other 
purposes  ...  -  8808 


riBST  SESSION. 

Loan,  an  act  authorizing  a 


-  3702 


SBCOVD  sxssioir. 
Lands,  an  act  authorizing  a  grant  of  to  8.  Monot 

and  others,  inhabitants  of  Galliopolis        -  3746 
Lands  and  dwelling-houses,  an  act  to  provide  for  the 
valuation  of,  and  for  the  enumeration  of 
slaves  io  the  United  States  -  -  -  3767 

Light^honses,  dec.,  an  act  for  the  erection  of  a 
light-house  and  placing  buoys  at  certain 
places  therein  mentioned  •  -  -  3709 

an  act  for  erecting  a  light-house  and  placing 
buoys  and  stakes  at  places  therein  men- 

Uoned 37«4 

an  act  for  erecting  a  light-house  on  Gay 
Head,  in  Martha*s  Vineyard,  Mass.  -  3789 

Loan,  an  act  authorizing  a  loan  for  the  use  of  the 

City  of  Washington         -  -  -  3738 

an  act  to  enable  the  President  to  borrow 

money  for  the  public  service         -  -  3789 

an  act  authorizing  the  President  to  obtain  a 
loan  on  the  credit  of  the  direct  tax  -  379 1 

Loan  office  and  final  settlement  certificates,  Ac., 

an  act  respecting  ...  3734 

THIBD  SBSSIOV. 

Lands,  an  act  to  amend  the  act  regulating  grants 
o^  for  military  services,  and  for  the  Society 
of  United  Brethren  -  -  -  3932 

an  act  to  authorize  the  sale  of  certain  lands 
between  the  Great  and  Little  Miami  rivers, 
and  for  granting  a  pre-emption  to  certain 
purchasers  and  settlers     .  .  -  8937 

Lands  and  dwelling-houses,  an  act  to  amend  the  act 
for  the  valuation  of,  and  for  enumeration 
of  the  slaves  in  the  United  States  -  381 1 

Laws  of  the  United  States,  an  act  in  addition  to  the 

act  for  more  general  promulgation  of  the    -  3933 

Light-houses,  Sec,  an  act  for  the  erection  of  a  bea- 
con on  Boon  Island,  Maine  -  •  3939 

M. 

FIRST  SBSSIOir. 

Mileage,  an  act  allowing  full  mileage  to  members 

of  both  Houses    -  -  -  -  3701 

MiHtia,  an  act  authorizing  a  detachment  firom  the  3687 

SEGOKD  SBSSION. 

Marine  corps,  an  act  for  organizing  and  establish- 
ing a      -  -  -  -  -  3774 

Maiyland,  an  act  declaring  assent  of  Congress  to 
an  act  of  this  State  respecting  the  appoint- 
ment of  an  health  officer  -  -  -  3716 

Massachusetts,  an  act  declaring  assent  of  Congress 

to  an  act  of  this  State      -  -  -  3716 

Merchant  vessels,  an  act  to  authorize  the  defence 

o(  against  French  depredations      -  -  3747 

Military  Establishment,  an  act  to  amend  the  act  to 
amend  and  repeal  in  part  the  act  to  ascer- 
tainaodfixthe   ...  -  3728 


Military  Establishment— continued.  Page, 

an  act  making  approprbtions  for  the  -  -  3736 

Militia,  an  act  authorizing  the  payment  of  a  detach- 
ment of,  for  services  in  the  expedition  un- 
der Major  Ore      -  -  -  -3727 

an  act  providing  arms  for  the  - -  3752 

Mississippi  Territory,  an  act  establishing  a  govern- 
ment in  the         .  -  -  -  8719 
Monot,  Stephen,  and  others.     (See  Lands. ) 

TniBB  SBSSIOV. 

Marine  corps,  an  act  to  authorize  an  augmentation 

of^ 3938 

Medical  Establishment,  an  act  to  regulate  the        -  3929 

N. 

FIBST  SXSSIOS. 

Naval  armament,  an  act  providing  a  -  -8689 

North  Carolina,  an  act  for  reviving  and  contina- 
ing  suits  and  processes  in  the  Circuit  Court 
intheState  -  -  -  -  ««»« 

SBCOnn  ssssiov. 
Naturalization,  an  act  supplementary  to  and  to 

amend  the  act  establishing  an  uniform  rule  of  3789 
Naval  armament,  an  act  making  an  additional  ap 

propriation  for  the  support  of  a     -  -  3717 

an  act  to  provide  an  additional  armament  for 

the  protection  of  the  trade  of  the  U.  States   8722 
an  act  supplementary  to  the  above  -  3761 

an  act  to  amend  the  act  to  provide  a  naval    - 

armament  •  *  -  -  ^748 

an  act  making  further  appropriations  for  the 
additional  naval  armament  -  -  8791 

Navy  Department,  an  act  establishing  the  -  3724 

THTBD    SBSSIOIf. 

Navy,  an  act  fixing  the  pay  of  captains  and  com- 
manders of  ships  of  war  of  the  United  States  3801 
an  act  for  the  government  of  the  navy  -  3914 

an  act  for  the  augmentation  of  the  navy        -  3804 
an  act  making  appropriations  for  the  naval  es* 
taWishment  -  -  -  -  3941 

O. 

SBCOITD  SESSION. 

Oaths,  an  act  to  authorize  certain  officers  and  other 

persons  to  administer  oaths    •        •  -  8726 

Old  Point  Comfort,  Virginia,  an  act  for  the  eiec- 

tion  of  a  lighthouse  at    -  -  -3724 

P. 

FIBST  8ESSI0K 

Ports  and  harbors,  an  act  to  provide  for  the  further 

defence  of  -  -  -        ,    -  3687 

Privateering,  an  act  for  the  prevention  ot,  against 
nations  in  amity  with  the  United  States,  or 
against  the  property  of  American  citizens  •  3686 

SEC  OH  n  SESSIOV. 

Penaoners,  an  act  directing  the  Secretary  of  War 

to  place  certain  persons  on  the  pension  list  3707 

Ports  and  harbors,  an  act  supplementary  to  the  act 

to  provide  for  the  further  defence  of  -  8726 

Post  Office,  dec.,  an  act  to  continue  the  *5th  sec- 
tion of  the  act  in  addition  to  the  act  for 
establishment  of  tiie         -  -  -8717 
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Pro'vinoDal  Army,  an  act  to  enable  the  President 

to  raise  a  -  -  -  -  3729 

an  act  supplementary  to  said  act      •  -  8743 

THIBD  ssssioir. 
PoBt  Office,  an  act  to  establish  the  -  -  3948 

Prtaident  of  the  United  States,  an  act  to  Test  in 

him  the  power  of  retaliation  in  certain  cases  3956 

Q. 

THIKD    SBSSIOir. 

Qaarantine,  an  act  respecting  qoarantine  and  health 

laws        .....  3802 

R. 

SKCONB  8S68I0F. 

Refiigees,  an  act  for  the  relief  of  the  refugees  from 

Canada  and  Nova  Scotia  -  -  3718 

Rerenue.     (See  Collectors.) 

Revenue  cutters,  an  act  to  continue  part  of  an  act 
respecting  the  compensation  of  the  officers 
and  mariners  of  -  -  -  -  3728 

THIRD    SESilOir. 

Retaliation,  an  act  vesting  the  power  of  retaliation 

hi  tile  President,  in  certain  cases  -  -  3955 


FIRflrr   SESSION. 

Salt.     (See  Duties.) 

Ships  and  vessels,  an  act  concerning  the  register- 
ing and  recording  of        -  -  -  3688 

Stock,  an  act  to  continue  the  act  authorizing  the 

transfer  of  certain  stock    -  -  -3700 

SSCOHD    SBSSIOH. 

Seamen,  an  act  for  the  relief  of  sick  and  disabled  -  3787 

Secretaiy  of  the  Navy,  an  act  extending  the  frank- 
ing privilege  to  the  -  -  -  3743 

Sedition.     (See  Crimes.) 

Slaves,  an  act  to  provide  for  the  enumeraticm  of 

the  slaves  in  the  United  States     -  -  3757 

Snuff.     (Qee  Duties.) 

Spirits.     (See  Duties.) 

Stamp  duties,  an  act  to  postpone  the  conunence- 
ment  of  the  duties  imposed  by  the  act  lay- 
ing a  duty  on  stamped  vellum,  &c.  -  3703 
an  act  to  amend  the  act  laying  a  duty  on 
stamped  vellum,  Ac,        ...  3715 

THIRD    SESSION. 

Salaries,  an  act  for  the  augmentation  of  the  sala- 
ries of  certain  Executive  and  other  officers    3989 


Seamen,  an  act  to  authorize  the  reimbursement  of 
moneys  advanced  for  the  relief  of  sick  and 
destitute  seamen  in  foreign  countries        -  3799 
an  act  in  addition  to  the  act  for  the  relief  of 


sick  and  disabled  seamen  ... 

an  act  to  revive  and  continue  parts  of  the  act 

for  the  relief  and  protection  of  seamen 

Society  of  United  Brethren.     (See  Lands.) 

Stamp  duties,  an  act  to  alter  the  stamp  duties  on 

foreign  bills  <^  exchange  and  bills  of  lading 

imposed  by  the  act  laying  a  duty  on 

ed  vellum,  and  to  amend  the  said  act 


8938 

3941 


3800 

-  3805 

3963 


-  3806 


SECOITD    SESSION. 

Taxes,  an  act  to  lay  and  collect  a  direct  tax  -  3777 

Trade  of  the  United  States,  an  act  to  provide  for 

the  further  protection  of  the  -  -  3732 

an  act  supplementary  to  said  act      -  -  3751 

Treasury,  War,  and  Navy  Departments,  an  act  to 
alter  and  amend  the  several  acts  for  the  es- 
tablishment and  regulation  of  these  Dqiart- 
ments     .....  3793 

THIRD    SESSION. 

Tennessee,  an  act  to  amend  the  act  for  giving  effisct 
to  the  laws  of  the  United  States  within  this 
State       .  -  -  -  - 

Timber,  an  act  to  authorize  the  purchase  o^  (or 
naval  purposes    ... 

Troops  of  the  United  States,  an  act  for  the  better 
organization  of    - 

U. 

THIRD    SESSION. 

Usurpation  of  Executive  authority.  (See  Crimes.) 
V. 

SECOND    SESSION. 

Vessels,  small.     (See  Galleys.) 

THIRD   SESSION. 

Vermont,  an  act  to  alter  the  time  of  holding  the 

district  court  in  this  State  -  -  3811 

Vessels  of  war,  an  act  fixing  the  pay  of  captains 

and  commanders  of         -  -  -  3801 

W. 

SECOND    SESSION. 

Washington  City,  an  act  authorizing  a  loan  for  the 

use  of     -  -  -  -  -  372i 

Widows  and  orphans,  an  act  making  provision  for 

certain    -----  3709 

Williams,  Elie,  an  act  authorizing  the  grant  and 

conveyance  of  a  certain  lot  of  ground  to    -  3749 
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